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ing, proposed   61S 

minmg  dutrlct,  Pcbcenfeld.repfirt   1189 

nur8ery-et(.ck,  sales,  legislation,  lacking..  633 

research  work,  encturagement  of   301 

river,  Elbe,  freight  traffic,  Bohemia   498 

softwocds,  prices,  Increased   13'7 

tobacco,  Vlrelnla,  demand   1338 

trade,  conditions^  mo   151 

trade   review,   Budapest,   experts  to 

United  States   638 

Carlsbad, exports,  to  United  states..  11S7 

Vienna,  condltl  ms,  changed   180 

unicn.  customs,  with  Gormaay,  pro- 
posed  582 

Automobiles  and  accessories,  ambulances, 
municipal,  American  bids  rermlssible, 

Spain   202 

automobiles,  American,  use  of;  China, 

Hongkong   418 

census    of    manufacture,  United 

.States   661 

demand,  American,  Ncrway   457 

and  Imports,  Dominican  Ke- 

pubUc   360 

Jamaica   887 

dump  carts,  American  bids  permissi- 
ble, Spain   203 

electric,  usp,  proDosed.  Jamaira   994 

imports  and  traae,  Chlra   428 

sealed,  fur  transportlne  infected  cloth- 
ing, American  bias  permissible, 

Spain   203 

show,  Argentina   131 
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AatomobOes  tad  aooaaaories,  Batomoblles, 
SPrlnUen,  Amsricau  blda  permissi- 
ble, 8p«in   303 

tntde  and  use,  Canada   430 

users,  more  car«(ul,  Uoltad  states   3 

antomobfle  owners,  list  of,  Curacao   1167 

demand,  IncnaBlng,  Honduras.   406 

engliies,  motor,  antcchemlcal  and  fire, 

demand.Oanaryblands.Lwralinaa..  1127 

Are  tmek,  motor, demand.  Las  P^mas..  1127 
motor  cars,  opportunltue,  American, 

Qreece   676 

use  of,  Honduras,  Ceiba   204 

trucks,  demand,  Amerloaa,  Canary 

Islands   228 

v^dae,  use,  limited,  Peru   iiTl 

salvage  oarpa,  motor,  denuiad,  Canary 

Elands,  Las  Palmas   1127 

tax,  Import,  effect  on  trade,  Endwd ....  318 

tires,  imporii  from  Vnltfld  States,  Spain. .  729 
trade,  demand,  Am«iean,  and  InwM'ts, 

VaneiiMtai  ....,737...  7S0 

PblUpplnes.   1074 

Turkey   SOQ 

Avery,  W,  L.  (consul  Belize),  tanks,0MMRA, 

durable.   871 

bade  review,  British  Honduras,  exports 

to  United  States  TT. . .  9W 

Asores,  American  goods,  introduction,  con- 
sular aid   8R8 

trade,  oondlMMis.  egeet  of  war   3S1 

Babbltt,E.  O.  (commercial  anntL  ships  and 
shlDplng,  tactllties,  United  State  to  New 

Zaalanff.   1186 

Bader,  R.  H.  (vice  consul  Teheran),  rugs,  ori- 
ental, exports  to  United  States   743 

shoes,  American,  purchased,  consuJar  re- 
sults  1106 

Bags  and  baggfaig,  bags,  grain,  demand,  Ar- 

gentma   988 

gunny,  exports  to  United  States,  In- 
dia  961 

Jute,  American,  prices  prohibitive, 

Ecuador   1353 

ore,  (^)portunItles,  American,  Bo- 
livia  1360 

Bahama  Islands,  pineapples,  exports,  to 

United  States   275 

ships  and  shipping,  service,  established, 

Jacksonville  anaNassau   563 

sponKU,  exports  to  United  States   292 

Baker,  E.  C.  (consul,  Nagasaki),  ship-maneu- 
vering apparatus,  new   43 

Baker,  H.  u.  (commercial  attach^),  calendars, 

converting,  Russian- American   581 

crash,  exports,  Russia   1039 

railways  and  trade,  conditions,  unfavor- 
able, Russia,  Kola  and  ArohajiKel   103S 

Balch,  H.  H.  (consul,  Yarmouth),  fish,  ex- 
ports to  England,  and  machine,  can- 
ning, efTects  saving   756 

parchment,  shortage,  and  c^portunltles, 

Anwlcan   737 

picture  frames  and  moldings,  American, 

Imports   670 

seaweeds,  utilization  as  fertlliier,  for  com- 
mercial use   772 

Stores,  S  and  10  cent,  establishment,  op- 
portunities, American   1174 

Baldwin,  A.  H.  (commercial  attach^),  glass, 

speolal-purpose,  manufacture,  P.i^fand.     1 15 

Imports,  prohibition  of,  England   417 

seourltlas,  dollar,  American,  piu'chase. 
and  exchanges,  faclUtatliig,  United 

Kingdom   131 

ships  and  shipping,  losses,  effect  of  war, 

statistics  world   1106 

tin  plates,  American,  Imports,  England  .  86 
tools,  nuoblne,  importation,  prohibition, 

England    1 

trade  extension,  opportunities,  American, 

after-the-war,  England   1000,1066 

Banks  and  bankhig,  American,  needed,  Mar- 
tinique  6M 

American  takes  up  loan,  Uruguay   533 


PW- 

Banks  and  banking,  bank,  American,  estab- 
lishment, permission  granted,  Chile  756 
banks,  Italian,  reorganliatlon  proposed, 

Chile   1129 

report,  statistics,  Jman   1190 

branches,  American,  auihorlied.  Chile. . .  978 
Canadian,  opening,  proposed,  Vene- 

suela   1132 

conditions,  Japan   6(t7 

oepoaits  and  loans.  Porto  Rico   868 

dollar  exchange,  development,  between 

United  States  and  Chifo   Mfl 

drafts,  American,  at  a  premium,  effect  of 

war,  Greece   S49 

London,  preference,  eOects  of  ex- 
change ctmdltlom,  Pwu   277 

protest  of,  laws,  outlhiing,  Colombia.  1234 

sight,  selling  value,  Veneniela   185 

earnings,  statistics,  Australia   1230 

axchatwe,  ft^elgn,  rules  governing,  Rus- 

su,  Petrograd   1051 

New  York  and  London,  improve- 
ments, statistics,  Peru   S18 

rwulations,  decree.  Hexkn   ioi5 

facilities,  lacktne,  MartfaUque   RH 

gold,  deposits,  Netherlands   975 

reserve,  Spain   1009 

supply,  on  hand,  Netherlands   824 

loan,  panng  and  repairing  pavements, 

SantlagoTChUe  .V?   367 

notes,  Oovemment  issue,  proposed,  Uru- 
guay  401 

peso,  silver,  selling  and  purcbasing  price, 

Honduras   255 

protest-notIce,requlrements,  Latlu-Amer- 

loa   330 

savings,  decree,  provides  guarantee,  Bra- 

lil   1182 

organisation,  proposed,  Germany   8B0 

report,  France,  Havre   860 

systems  ol  operations  and  postal  sys- 
tem, Japan   214 

specie  reserve,  accumulation  lai^e,  Japan.  430 
See  alio  Capital  and  hivestments;  Coin- 
age. 

Barbados,  molasses,  exports  to  United  States.  799 

sugar,  estates,  list  of   903 

Bardel,  Wm.  (consul,  St.  Michaels),  Ameri- 
can goods,  introduction,  consular  aid   S68 

Barrett,  0.  J.  (vice  consul,  Shanghai),  clubs, 

shooting,  sport   2 

leather  and  leather  goods.  Imports,  In- 
creasing; statistics   296 

Bartleman,  R.  U.  (consul,  Clenfuegos),  tobac- 
co, crops,  conditions   1234 

Baskets,  rattan,  and  willow- ware  rattui,  in- 
dustry and  protection,  development, 

Government  aid,  Philippines   303 

wlokerwore.  Industry,  new,  Hawaii   886 

Belgian  Kongo,  cacao,  production,  Kamerun.  6S3 
crockery,  trade,  and  opportunities,  Amer- 
ican  \.   661 

education,  agricultural,  Oovemment  aid.  873 
glassware,    trade,    and  opportunities, 

.\merican   690 

paints  and  varnishes,  restricted  use   633 

palm  kernels,  industry,  Kamerun   698 

ports,  principal.  Kemerun   685 

public  works,  Improvements.  SaO  Thome.  92G 
rollwavs.  extension,  proposed.  Kamerun.  682 

Gold  Coast,  extension,  proposed   925 

rubber,  silk,  cultiratlon,  Kamerun   683 

ship,  motor,  construction,  for  Liverpool 

and  West  African  trade   780 

shipping,  requirements,  list  of  rules, West 

Africo   848 

trade  opportunities  and  consular  work, 

results   305 

traderevlew,  Kamerun,  development  and 

exports  and  Imports  statistics..  683 
Portuguese  Guinea,  conditions 

and  products   7&B 

transportation,  facilities,  tacking,  Kam- 
erun  683 

Belgium,  cream  separators,  and  parts,  ex- 
ports to  United  Stotes   568 
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Bmdict,  J.  8.  (consul,  St.  Johna),  cot  too 

goods,  AmcrlcAii,  demand   US 

iilittrte  snutltfng,  operations,  and  metals 

and  minerals   060 

atenslls,  khuninum,  denuuid   1031 

B«k)i,  R.  S.  8.  (ronsul,  8tok»<in-Tr«int),  iwt- 
tarr,  tndnstry,  ragulatlons,  and  production, 

•fleet  (rf  war   374 

B^hoh,  Lao  A.  (consul  gnunl.  Dnsdan), 

paper  twine  and  Tsm.  demand   813 

Bvmoda,  agricultural  Implenants,  lip4o- 

date,  tatHMhictlon  of   147 

dgarsanddnrettes.  tradeand  impmts..  0S4 

FODSoIar  wonc,  results   453 

photoi;rM)hic  materlab,  Amaricsn,  de- 

mHid   8W 

aeeds,  onloti,  Amerloan,  expaiiments  Mt- 

bfaetory   408 

soavnir  eood^,  trade   1203 

tobacco.  &ade  and  imports   9S4 

Bmn,  T.  R.  (vice  oonnil,  Tsmplco),  chicle. 

tndastrv  and  pvoductton   300 

oik,  erode,  exports  to  United  6tat«<. .  389,  SA3 
decree,    properties,    Inventor  ^  r»- 

quir«d   593 

BenrasES.  See  Spirits  and  beretageA. 
Bickers.  W.  A.  (conml,  Hobart),  agriculture, 

crops,  productions.  Increased   799 

eleebicBi  apparatus,  demonstration,  suc- 

WTRfuI,  ana  opportunities,  American..  347 
trait,  tnde.  exports,  and  crop,  prospects.  198 

mine;  and  mining,  copper,  value   349 

r^flwsTs,  construction,  private  interests, 

proposed   933 

riwep,  Indnstry,  and  wool,  clip,  decreased  467 
show,  an-icuitural  and  pastotal,  Ameri- 
can exhlblte,  3att<i£urtory   338 

trade  extan-<ton.  American,  handicapped, 

bdc  ot  shipping  brllltiet   513 

Btrrdei  and  mottntrcles.  Imports  and 

trade,  China   427 

motorcjclen,  diemand,  Philippines   1085 

pscking,  faultr,  American.  Costa 

^i^.    483 

61rd>  and  leather),  leathers,  ostrlrti,  indus- 
try, and  trade.  South  Africa....  ISO, loss 

mioet,  increased,  Oermanv   SCU 

quHlv  American,  demand.  England   505 

Blake.  Uaxwell  (ctmsol  noaral,  Tanikr), 
trade  extension,  metho<u,  Anivieaii.lBOlc- 

tog,  and  consular  work   355 

Blocker,  W.  P.  f%-lce  consul,  Pledras  Negras), 

rallwan.  TCTvke.  panenger.  resamed   709 

Bt^^ia.  oa^.  ore.  opportunitin,  American . .  1260 
cement,  Portland,  opportunltlea,  Ameri- 
can  lam 

ooal.  opportnnitlee,  American   1300 

•xdtange  rates,  increased   126] 

flaan^,  cotton,  demBAd,  and  oppor- 

tonltias,  American   1360 

floor,  opportunities.  Amirican   1360 

gla.«,  plate  knd  wmdow,  opportunities, 

American   1360 

boaierr-  opportonMei,  Amerfcia   1260 

kerosesie,  demand,  uid  opportunities, 

Ameican   1280 

lomber.  oppDitanttles,  Amtrkmn   1360 

mlUc,  condepwd,  opportnnltiea,  Ameri- 
can 177.   1361 

rallva^,  extension   613 

rice,  opportunities,  American   1261 

sheets,  gatvanlied,  opportunities,  Ameri- 
can  1381 

tin.  lor  the  United  Slates   49 

trade  extension,  opportunities,  American  1260 
trade  review,  exports  and  imports,  tta- 

UstlM,  1«5   1202 

ramlsii.  Imports    359 

BaonvTw.  l^^eouivl,  San  Lub  PMosh, 
pbe^gnpby  and  MippUas.  trade  and  de- 

mmrirf    966 

Boomer.'  X'  F'''(corre(ipondimtl,  gelatin, 

nUaman as  su bst Kut^^Fhilipptno^ ....  676 

mitTofl-heariDfr.  terts,  PJ^P^^ ■  -  -  -  «« 

rooflng.  fireproof,  cheap,  demand,  Philip-  ^ 

aids  GuMduD  town.   iw 


Fai*. 

Boomer,  J.  F.,  sugar,  refining  process,  use  of 

hydrated  Ume,  PhlUppInes   IH 

thymol,  production,  proposed,  Phlllp- 

ptnei   727 

Boomer,  H,  deF.  (secretary  to  commercial 
attach^),   atUtude,   toward  United 

States,  favorable,  Chile   1133 

matches,  mttdUoerT  and  sticks,  demand, 

Chile   on 

Boot  and  sboeflndtngs,  shoe  findings,  Ameri- 
can, purchased,  consular  rnults,  Greece. .  7W 
Boots  and  shorn,  biduHrv,  actlvHfes.  and 

dividend  paid.  England.  Huddersfield.  1176 

shoM.  American,  demand.  Costa  Rica. . .  400 
purchased,  consular  results,  In- 

dU   1367 

Persia   IIOS 

export  association,  organlted,  Swe- 
den  153 

bir.  United  States.  Mass..  Boston...  13IS 
woodwi,  demand  increased,  Nether- 

land.^   881 

trade  and  imports.  China   296 

Bounties.  See  Subaldiea  and  bounties. 
Bowcock,  J.  M.  (vk« consul,  I.eidiom),  food- 
stuns,  prices,  statLstlca   U8 

Boyle,  w,  F.  (consul.  Puerto  Cortes),  agency 

connections,  difflcult  to  !>ecure   285 

bananas,  exports  to  United  statw  286 

machetes,  American,  superiortv   177 

peso,  silver,  selling  and  purchasutg  mice.  SU 
Brand,  E.  A.  (assistant chief;  B.  F.and D. C.\ 
employees.  Bur.  F.  and  D.  C,  study  com- 
mercial subiects,  United  States   742 

Bray.  John  P.  (consul  general,  Singapore), 
rubber,  exports,  statbtlcs,  8  months,  Malay 

Peninsula   149 

Braiil,    advertL«ing.    Amerlcui,  oonmilar 

work,  Sfto  Paulo   134 

ammonia,  anhydrous  and  liquid,  Impoito  423 
banks  and  banking,  savingB,  deerm, 

provides  guarantee   1182 

breweries,  list  of. ...  *   1017 

building,    commareial,    new,  opanad, 

Pemambuco   2S8 

cargoes,  return,  for  United  States,  Per- 

nambuoo   655 

catalogues,  American,  wanted,  for  con- 
sulate, Penumbnoo.   107 

bustneis  tioase,  forwarded  by  consul, 

8»o  Paulo   386 

cattle,  statistics   325 

coal,  situation,  effect  of  war   274 

trade,  sailing  freights  aflect   476 

cocoa,  exports  to  United  Sutes   759 

coffee,  exports,  November   321 

to  United  States,  Santos   1228 

situation,  and  exports,  statistics   616 

commission,  commercial,  {voposed,  vbit 

to  United  States   113,529 

congress,   Am«-lcan  history,   Rio  de 

Janeiro   139 

cotton. situation, and  milling.  Industry..  253 

customs  duties,  on  ft-ult   067 

receipts,  11  monttis  Rio  de  Janeiro. .  100 
diamonds  and  carbonados,  trade  and 

prices.  Bohia   678 

•icposltlon,  fruit   939 

award,  gold  medal,  to  Calif. 

Assn   1158 

nbers,  emblra,  for  mamifootiire  of  cord 

and  twine   436 

Indastry.  conditions   364 

Pemambuco   155 

market  wught.  In  United  States   762 

trait,  exports  and  marketing,  report   178 

opportunlTles,  American   666 

law,  budget,  for  1916   66 

mangrove  bark,  supply,  available,  and 

trade   935 

from  Buenos  Aires,  Sfto  Paulo   539 

plentiful   643 

motorcvclists,  traffic  regolatfons,  te«t, 

Rio  de  Janeiro   383 

nursery  stocl; .  opportunities,  American . .  600 

nuts.  crop,  reduced   290 

paper,  waterproof  wrapping  and  case 

lining,  demand   418 
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BniU,  parcel  post,  packages,  ragnlatlons, 

Pcrnambooo   107 

raUways,  propcrUeB,  Aramquara,  trans- 

te.,   1136 

nM^antion,  fnilt,  faoillUes   667 

ndceTTStal,  supply,  plecliful   107D 

labbar,  exports,  nine  monlli.'^   92 

pant,  prices,  imrtMksed   513 

aatt,  Industry,  I'ernambwo   663 

ships,  river  openit  ions,  conre^sktns.   967 

sal«  to  forelenprs,  proliihlled   33S 

ships  and  sliippiiii;.  ciirpoft-;.  space.  In- 
creased, iioM-Tiiiiifnt  iii'l,  to  United 

States   674 

silk  eoods,  trade,  Imports,  statistics,  and 

Indostry   80 

Stock  ratsen,  list,  sapplamentary   S3S 

tarilb,  preIer«QO»,  American  goods,  coo- 

tioaed   367 

telegraphy,  addresses  and  codes,  neces- 
sary  1204 

tobacco,  Industry,  exports  and  imports. .  121 
trade  extension,  methods,  export,  Ameri- 
can, faulty   1204 

piDductt,  for  export   973 

traoe  nriaw,  exptHts  and  imports,  sta- 
tistics, 1916   883 

10  months   308 

nine  months   263 

Tamlsb,  Imports   860 

wines,  Callfomla,  opporbmlUw,  Ameri- 
ca  TIM 

Brett,  Homer  (consul,  La  Ooarla),  antomo- 
blka  and  aocesaorlee,  trade,  demand, 

AiiMrlcan,and  Imports   7S0 

beverages,  alcob<rilc,lmpcHts,8taU8tlC8...  619 

trail  ring,  otw,  ootmnxtioa,  Caracas   (SI 

oonfectmietT,  ttade,  decroased  sugar 

pric«a  effect    laofi 

ootton  goods,  tariff,  In^Mnt,  on  Amerliean.  677 

exporters,  list  of,  cacao  and  coffee.   i? 

flour.  American,  Imports   1114 

famftare,  Imports,  statistics   639 

lumber.  Imports  and  demand   303 

machines  and  machinery,  bottling,  and 

bottles,  trade,  and  demand   603 

mangroTe  bark,  exports   606 

medicines,  patent,  demand  and  oppor- 
tunities, American   1166 

mining  notes   186 

perfumery.  Imports,  and  sales  methods..  666 

postal  convention,  neir,  Sooth  Amtrlc*..  341 
ships  and  shipping,  service,  ■uspanslMi, 

from  Italy   gg 

trade  notes   186,1239 

Brlggs,  L.  F.  (consul,  Saigon),  advertlstaig, 

methods  and  rates,  report   830 

bottles,  demand   31S 

tnatdiinerv,  rice-rnlUlng,  demand,  and 

rice,  prices  and  shipments   910 

roads,  construction,  Qovemmant  aid   230 

trade  extension,  hindrances  to  Amvlcao.  233 
Briqnets  union,  manufacturers,  selling  from 

central  statton,  Germany,  Silesia   381 

works,  organiEoa,  Wales   lis 

Bristles.  Sfe  Bnuhes  and  bristles. 

British  Central  Africa  trade  review,  Nyasa- 

land,  exports  and  Imports   990 

British  East  Africa,  catatogues  wanted,  for 

consulate   938 

harbor  works,  construction  plan   668 

railways,  development  and  extension 

proposed   658 

sploes,  exports,  to  United  States   1067 

trade,  condltfoas   373 

review,  exports  and  Impoorts,  statis- 
tics, one  year,  UgaodB  Protec- 
torate  41 

wattle  extract,  factory,  construction, 

postponed   H6 

Brlllui  Qulana  consular  work,  results   417 

defease  works,  coast,  permanent  pro- 
posed .'.  .'..r.   m 

m]n«al8,  production,  statistics   10 

oils,  exploration   761 

postage  rates,  3-cent  agreement,  with 

Unfied  States   307 

tke,  exports   668 


Page. 

British  Honduras  tanks,  cast-Iron,  durable...  871 

trade  review,  exports  to  United  States.. .  809 
British  North  Borneo  cutch,  industry  and 

manufacture   968 

mangrove  Industiv   068 

tallow  and  nuts,  lUlpe,  industry   39 

British  West  .Africa  cotton,  situation  and 

crop,  estimates   340 

Brlttain,  J.  I.  (consul  general,  Sydney),  en- 
silage, demand,  effect  of  droogbts   3>7 

trade  review,  Australia,  coadttioDS  im- 
proved   199 

wool,  auction  sales   401 

Brown,  A.  O.  (vice  consul,  Haxatlan),  agrl- 

cultmal  Implements,  demand   601 

American  goods,  trade   289 

Irrigation,  plant,  construction,  Slnaloa. . .  411 

project.  Slnaloa   339 

nuts,  coaulto,  exports  to  United  States..  lOTl 
Brunswick,  wm.  W.  (vice  consul,  Limoges), 

truffles  industry,  Perlgord  and  Sarladau...  636 
Brushes  and  bristles,  exports  Increased, 

China,  Hankow   SOl 

bristles,  exports  to  United  States  In- 

creased,  Manchuria   lira 

broom  crop  shortage  affects  mann^ctui^ 

Ine,  Canada     8** 

brusues.  Industry,  profits,  Silesia   489 

Budgets,  appropriations  for  port  Imimve- 

ments,  Russia   719 

apjffoprtatlon,   Oovemment,  r^mrn^ign 

Bcamst  locust  invasion,  XigSy  ^ 

for  sulphate  of  copper  purcbase, 

Spain.   13*9 

llv»«tock  prices,  and  convention 

expenses.  Uruguay   43 

road  construction,  Uruguay   (06 

estimates,  Canada   1068 

sUtlstlcs,  Russia   llU 

Turkey,  Ottoman  Empire   1334 

expenditures,  Oovemment,  Chosen   491 

estimates,  Australia,  New  South 

Wales  !/.   744 

1916,  Spain   162 

policy,  economy  and  retrendiment, 

r(6uits,Cana(w,  Vancouver   369 

financial  conditions,  good  shape,  China, 

Hongkong   68 

statement,  Canada,  British  Co- 
lombia  1369 

national,  expeodttures  and  revenues,  sta- 
tistics, Sweden   787 

railway,  estimates,  Siam   494 

See  alto  Taxes  and  revenues. 
Building  materials,  asphaltum,  opporttinl- 

tw,  American,  China,  Hankow   804 

cement,    demand,  American,  Canary 

Islands  :   160 

bids  wanted,  Argentina   447 

exports  and  domestic  demand,  lack- 
ing, Japan   1372 

increased,  effect  of  war,  Japan..  1273 
Industry,  conditions,  effect  of  war, 

Sllesi^!  ;  988 

opporttmlUes,  American,  Bolivia, ..  1260 

SUesian,  prices,  Increased,  Qermany.  130 
standard  specmoatfons,  copy,  Bng- 

land . . . .   ...........!?.  74» 

standards  and  spedflcatlons,  Chile . .  616 

trade,  Netherlands   1233 

clay,  exports  to  United  States,  England.  805 
clay  products,  prices.  Increase,  proposed, 

Qermany,  Silesia   281 

concrete,  expansion  In  wtntw,contractkai 

in  summer.  United  States   12SS 

standards  and  specifications,  Chile..  616 
iron  construction,  Impwts,  Costa  Rica. . .  361 
marble,  exports,  to  United  States,  de- 
creased. lUly,  Carrara   1119 

metal  ceilings,  demand  and  prices.  South 

Afrloa.rr:..  .V......   91ft 

roofing,  oorrugated  Iron,  used.  South 

Afrioa,Wtal   1308 

AreprooffOhaaptdemand,  PhlllppliM  664 

Imports,  Costa  Rica   861 

impared,  American,  purchased,  con- 
sular results,  Greece   769 

trade,  orgiolsatlon,  proposed,  Fiiuwe...  11S8 
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BaildlBe    o[t«ratl.>iis,  buildlni!,  citv,  con* 
stniction,  Nev  Zealand,  Borongh 

of  Takapnna   365 

comnMful,  oev,  opened,  Brazil, 

Pemambuco   i58 

eonstnictkm,  China,  Shanghai   032 

eontrarl  awarded,  Canada,  Winnl- 

peft   1246 

market,  central  city,  loan  for,  Kew 

Zealand,  Anckland   365 

office,  proposed,  Netherlands,  Haar- 
lem  620 

poWic,  PonstmctiMi,  appropriatioos, 

Nb*  Zealand   365 

Tasmania   92i 

Y.  W.  C.  A.,  (ronstruction,  New  Zea- 
land, Auckland   m 

eaMtans.  elertrlc.Mm^tructiononquays, 

Fruice,  Ia  Bocbelle   1160 

eltv,  ooostniction,  800  two-story  houses, 

rtina   021 

cod^natiooal,  Scotland   430 

Modithxis,  efleet  of  war,  Martinique   952 

c«nstnictioD  work,  China   328 

dvcUinics,  constmction,  for  munirlpal 

•tnpkrrees,  China,  Hoagkonj;   447 

oSees,  Oonrninent  general,  new,  pro- 
posed, rhosen   "57 

tta«3t«r,  and  apartment  house,  com* 
Mncd,  Ajfenttna,  Buenos  Airee...  141 
permits  ismed,  DecembM-,  1015,  beat 

nunth.  United  States   343 

reeolatloiu,  new,  UroKuay   033 

residsncfls,  modem,  oonstmcthm,  China.  933 

slacken,  iSumaala   860 

washbooMS,  oonstructlcn,  South  Africa, 

Cape  Province   973 

5m  bIm  Conatmctlon  work:  Municipal 
eotarprimi;  Public  works. 
Bolbc  Set  Seeds  and  bulbs. 
Bnady,  R.  C.  (secretary,  HooroTla),  shipe 

and  sAbmtnf,  oanraes,  arrival   259 

BvHer,  K.C.  feonsiU,  Trfwta),  flowers,  Insect, 

Mniatlam,iiraductliHi.  statistics   173 

Battons,  bacbelor,  cardboard  backing,  too 

haavy,  rolomhia   557 

imparts,  India   533 

imtflML  artificial  growD,  axperlmeots, 

Unitad  States  .V7   I'TO 

sball,axporta.  Increased,  Japan   1334 

industry,  active,  Japan   1036 

Byiagtan,  H.  M.  (consul,  Leeds),  bottles, 

class,  sbertw,  Yorkshire   ssa 

•mpleyaea,  women,  In  boot  and  sboe  tae- 

torlSB.   083 

exhibitions,  cooHnentil  manohctnrBS. . .  101 

films,  raatfng  tlnns,  and  tbeatcn,  list   S3 

B«,eolnov«i,atilntkn   173 

heating  systems. etectric,  use  Increased..  343 
machines  and  machinery,  slodga  drjrliv, 

luveiitim. ............  .  ...   5SB 

mUk,  eeodenaed,  trade  fnersaaed   89 

l^iws,  motor,  denunstrattai,  r^iort   1296 

sebools,  free  meals  (Or  children.   30 

sb0w,  agrlealtnral,  poatpcmad,  York- 

sbiro   MO 

tmde  opporttnUtiee,  results   861 

Ck&iTi  Jeflvwn  (secretary  American  Lega- 

tiaa),  petri^m,  shortage,  Sweden   743 

sb^^uildlng,  industry,  ronditions,  Bwe- 

societieB,  cooperative,  successful  year, 

Sweden   745 

CaMweO,  j.  k.  (consul,  Vladivostok),  oak, 

rammeretal  use,  increased,  Siberkt   319 

rmOwsySiBOtee   473 

Calvert,  J.  8,  (vice  consul,  Buenos  Aires), 

aerkntltnre.  area,  under  crops   311 

ammonia,  annvdroos  and  liqtud,  Imports.  422 

bottles,  American,  demand   571 

dates,  figs,  and  cocoa  nata,  ground.  Im- 
ports and  duties  ■   -   776 

harbors  and  docks,  extension  work,  su»- 
pmded,  effect  of  war   300 

luns,  trade  and  Imports,  and  malt,  pro- 
duction, unsucceBSful         •  - -  -  .........  408 

Itondrles.  steam,  oppwtunltlos,  Amert- 
fan,    1042 

40006—16  n 


Paifc 

Calrert,].  8., perfumery,  Imports,  and  oppor- 

tunltles,  American   1078 

filomblng  and  supplies,  Imports   1069 
rade  rex'lew  Argentina,  exports  and  Im- 
ports, statistics,  9  months   278 

Canada,  asrlculture,  crops,  value   441 

field  crops,  production,  value   S43 

products,  prices, stallstics.Cornwall.  901 

value,  British  Columbia   661 

aluminum  ware,  opportunities,  Ameri- 
can, Prince  Edward  Island   1049 

asbesioe,  crude,  fiber,  and  sand,  exports 

to  United  States   304 

embareo   1365 

trade.  Increased   067 

automobiles,  trade  and  use   430 

t>eana,  acreage,  production,  and  trade, 

statistics   6H 

broom  crop,  shortage,  aflects  manufac- 
turing  354 

budgets,  estimates   1088 

buildings,  construct  Ion,  can  tract  awanled, 

Winnipeg   1346 

bureau,  commercial  Intelligence,  estab- 
lishment ^ropwted    1131 

Bureau  of  Wactlcal  Export  Intelligence, 

establishment  proposed   919 

calcium  carbide,  exports  to  United  States.  2S7 

canal,  Saulte  Ste.  Marie,  traffic  statistics.  36 

charters,  company,  Issued,  statistics   1237 

eorpomtion,  provincial,  upheld   1014 

chicle  eutn,  exports  to  United  States   490 

city,  industrial,  development,  British 

Cohimbta   1237 

clocks,  cheap,  demand   501 

coal,  bltumliious,  industry,  British  Co- 
lumbia  130 

producthm,  decreased,  British  Co- 

lumbta   841 

utlUiatkm  method,  lor  smelting   337 

commission,  regulating,  trade  and  wloes. .  1238 
company,   organising   Industrial  city, 

BflUrti  Columbia   1237 

eoooesslons,  fishing,  sought  by  fishermen.  MS 

oonfeetlMiery,  maple,  a^yses   054 

ccoOduitlal  Circular,  results   1346 

copper,  blister,  axporta  to  United  States.  68B 
cost  of  producuon,  decreased,  British 

Columbia   143 

prices,  Increased,  British  (^umbta. .  739 

cost  of  living,  increased   440 

report,  Royal  Commission,  Investi- 
gation ;.  940 

cows,  selected,  proflts   754 

dairy  Industry,  returns,  favorable — . . .  441 

daylight,  saving  scheme,  Winnipeg   1340 

debentures,   (Onn,   otunge  pn^Msed, 

Prince  Rupm   300 

decision,  oannert-con  tract   040 

dry  plates,  photographic,  opportunlUes, 

American,  Quebec   1339 

eiga,     "loes^'    system.  Improves 

market   740 

elavators,  grain,  constnicilon  and  exten- 
sion  1220 

embargo,  on  flsb  oils,  mixed  ootton,  and 

wool   417 

exhlbitiim,  doll  and  toy,  proposed   019 

toy,  proposed   1131 

enMnditures,  policy,  economy,  and  re- 

nrenehment,  results,  Vancouver   268 

factory,  glua,  vegetable,  Amerleui,  estab- 
lished, Ontario   135 

failures,  commercial   983 

financial  conditions,  statement,  British 

Colnmbia   1250 

flsb,  exports  to  England,  for  soldiers   760 

[or  £nglish  markets   37 

wBste,utlllEatlon,byAmericsnplant  12A5 

fisheries,  product  ion,  value   U3 

value,  Brtltlsh  (;olumbIa   061 

flax,  production  cost,  reduced   611 

flour,  prices,  fluctuations,  Montreal   1115 

forests,  production,  value   843 

fruit,  American,  popular   1256 

demand  and  Imports,  Winnipeg   77 

gold  and  silver,  production..   1171 

Sshi,  movement,  lake   1207 

JIbut,  catch  and  Industry   873 
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Canada,  harbors  and  docks.  Improvements, 

British  Columbia   462 

herring,  klppued,  Industry,  British  Co- 

lumoia   S4 

bides,  sea-lioQ,  used  lor  leather   76 

highways,  projects,  progress  summary, 

Ontario   1251 

hospitals,  service,  offlcient.  New  Bruns- 
wick  llSff 

hotels,  principal,  llstot,  Manitoba   1172 

industrial  development,  conditions   474 

Industries,  new,  American,  established. . .  491 
labor,  seeding  operation,  Go^-emmeot 

aids,WlnnlpMr   1246 

license,  herring  nahlDgfOxteiisitm,  Britldi 

Columbia   277 

llghtlne  system,  InGtallation,  prtmosed, 

Prederioton   575 

Uvestoclc.raisincgreaterattentioQ  urged  441 

lobster,  canned,  exports  to  United  States.  4G3 
locomotives,  use,  in  Rogers  Pass  Timnel, 

British  Columbia   M7 

lumber,  exports,  Vancouver  Islands   TOtt 

industry,  offer  benents  Americana, 

and  Govemmontaid   1122 

Sault  Ste.  Marie   474 

maditnes  and  machinery,  cannitig,  fish, 

new,  effects  saving   759 

flax-harvesting,  demand   411 

manufoctm«s,  new,  prcmosed   919 

marble,  deposits,  British  Columbia   1213 

meat  meal,  American,  demand   749 

memoranda,  dbease,  foot  and  mouth,  and 

cans,  milk  and  cream  Inspection   10 

metals,  demand,  loreign.  Increased   I2fi5 

metals  and  minerals,  produetlon   1136 

British  C-oiimibla   739 

statistics   1221 

minerals,  value.  British  Columbia   661 

mines,  production,  value   843 

mines  and  mining,  iron,  production,  Sault 

Ste.  Marie   474 

molassea,prices,highIevelnuJnlahiod...  1164 
nickel,  rennery.  New  York  Intanats  ocm- 

trol   823 

nickel  ore,  embarso   1249 

nursn-y-stock,  sales,  legislation,  British 

Columbia   632 

oils,  fuel,  displacing  coal,  British  Ccrium- 

bla   1126 

olive  and  ntbd,  regulattons  empha- 

alBOd   1011 

ore,  ooocentratlon  mill,  construction, 

British  Columbia   739 

shipments.  British  Columbia   739 

packing,  raisins,  American,  Improve- 
ments suegested   736 

steam,  hfgn-pressure,  American,  de- 
mand  1189 

paper,  news  print,  fanpots,  American,  de- 
creased  266 

parchment,  shortage,  and  opportunities, 

American   727 

pelts,  musk-ox,  industry,  Winnipeg   103 

picture  frames  and  moldings,  American, 

imports   670 

port,  lake,  Kingston,  development  in- 
creased  1202 

poutoes,  exports,  facilities  and  permlta, 

to  United  States   965 

power,  current  utiliMtion  for,  Bay  of 

Fundy   1196 

prices,  preference,  grocers  queried  as  to. . .  1029 

public  wm-ks, appropriations  Cor,  Alberts.  r>l7 

expenditures,  estimated,  statistics. . .  1069 
pulp  and  paper,  manutacturing  industry, 

Sault  8fc.«arle  7/....   474 

railways,  line  Qrand  Valley,  extension, 

proposed   674 

route,  Hope  Mountain,  progress,  Bri^ 

ish  Columbia   857 

rates,  freight,  ship  diarter,  increased   766 

reindeer,  raising,  unsuccessful   183 

revenues,  war,  new,  proposed   789 

salesmen,  bumptious,  unpopular  in  for- 
eign countries   311 

salmon,  purchases,  British  Oovemment, 

Whmlpeg   1246 


Page. 

Canada,  schools,  fruit-packing.  Government, 

nrlllshCnlumbla   19 

soaweeds,  utilization  as  fertlUxer,  for  com- 

mfroial  use   772 

seeds,  (urm,  situation,  and  imports,  sta- 
tistics  f48 

serRe-cliith,  woolen,  trade,  conditions   743 

shipbuilding,  industry.  Government  aid, 

iJrItish  Columbia   1017 

ships,  construction.  Government  aid   1123 

ships  and  shipping,  company,  Robt. 
Dollar,  transfoned,  Beattfe  to  Van- 
couver  75 

facilitiee.  Increased,  to  Far  ^ut   76 

ser\-ice.  Prince  Edward  Islands  and 

mainland   999 

shoes,  factory,  Maine  (United  States), 

aids  Canadian  town   759 

silver,  prices,  increased,  British  Columbia  730 

sirup,  table,  govenmientanillEation   1106 

skins,  fox,  exports  to  United  States   921 

5teel,contract  awarded,  Winnipeg   1346 

steel  mills,  production,  decreased,  Saulte 

Ste.  Marie   474 

store,  department,  manmioth,  oxistnus 

ticm,  W  innipeg   1148 

stores,  five  and  ten  cent,  establishment, 

oppGriunlties,  American   1174 

strilw,  fishermen,  halibut,  on  Faclflc 

coast   1053 

sugar,  granulated,  price   194 

maple,  samples,  inspection  tests   370 

talc,  deposits,  Ontario   787 

tax,  profits,  excess,  proposed   871 

telephone,  coast-to-coast,  completed,  and 

prices   1160 

timber  products,  value,  British  Columbia  661 

tobacco,  crop,  Ontario   88 

toys,  trade,  conditi<ms,  effect  of  war   1061 

trade  extension,  American  goods,  supe- 
riority ..7!Tr;...r7  « 

trade  review,  Brltld)  Columbia,  oondf- 

tions,  quiet   406 

exports,  9  months   1366 

to  and  Imports  from,  United 

States,  statistics,  13moatb8   (Hi 

exports  and  imports,  Jaouary   1361 

statistics   696 

trading  stamps,  uses   7M 

whaling  company,  opentloos,  extension, 

proposed   ia» 

cine,  industry,  development  proposed, 

British  Columbia....;.  ^..^777.  739 

Canada,  W .  W .  (consul.  Vera  Cros),  ezAange, 

regulations,  decree   1016 

lal>or  unions,  decree,  governing   1087 

Canary  Islands,  association.  Board  of  Trade, 

Tenarifle-American,  organised   647 

cement,  demand,  Amn-ican   169 

mixer,  demand.  Las  P^mas   1127 

coal,  American,  imports   764 

coaluu  station,  importance   764 

consular  work,  results   819 

disinfection,  station  apparatus,  demand. 

Las  PaUnas   1127 

engines,  motor,  autochemloal  and  lire, 

demand.  Las  Palmas   1127 

fire  truck,  motor,  demand,  I^  Pahnas . . .  1137 
laborat^,  materials  and  fixttms,  de- 
mand. Las  Falmas   1127 

machines  and  machinery,  stone-crashing, 

demand.  Las  Falmas   1137 

motcrtracks,  demand,  American   238 

municipal  enterprises,improvements, im- 
posed, Las  Ptdmas   113T 

salvage    corp,    motcv,    demand.  Las 

Paimas.....   1127 

seeds,  oniim,  exports  to  United  States   964 

ships  and  snipping,  line,  new,  direct,  to 
New  York  (British  and  South  Af- 
rican Export  Oaiette)   604 

service, increased, sought   347 

telephones,  exchange,  construction  m» 

terials,  demand.  Las  Palmas   1127 

tenns  ot  credit,  condltimu,  Americans 

should  study   986 

trade  review,  exports,  to  United  Btatea 
and  Porto  Rico   1U7 
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CapiUland  {nvratmcntg.  booda,  OomniMnt 
issue,  aidinc  ou  pcoductloa, 
ATfxtMm   1068 

bonds.  Government  Issue.  Spain   734 

shipment,  aecessary,  Russia  ,   300 

espttat,    Amcrtean,    oppartuiUtics,  In 

mines,  Veneuiela   1239 

Sltwrla   735 

domestic   enporattoos,  Incnaaed, 

Iteiy   8U 

fontgn,  subject  to  taxation,  Italr   83B 

increased,   nvposed,   Toyo  EJaoo 

Kalslia,  Japan   783 

Issues,  new,  statistics,  England,  Lott- 

doo.   «8 

opportoniiles,    American,  Central 

America   1367 

detenures.  form,  change  proposed,  Can- 
ada, Prtnce  Ruppert   aoO 

eoDdiUoiis,  dsvelepments,  Den- 
mark  381 

rwgentotton,  Mexico   945 

tiiiimliiiiiiili.  American,  in  frigarifioo, 

UniRua/   881 

ofwoiionnles,  nltfate  Industry, 

Goveramsot  oontroL  ^ect  of  war, 

Analzalla   7SJ 

loan,  Amariean  bank  takes  op,  UruKoay . .  523 
for  waterworks  system,  authorised, 

Pom,  Barranca   aOB 

GoTvnuneot,  toshipownm,  France,  tit 

nteeasaiy,  duct  (rf  war,  Denmark   283 

paUle   improveoMat,  authorised, 

QiOe,  Conoepckm.,   283 

State  iequInments,Bnangement  tat, 

AnMntlia.   744 

minea  and  mining,  barytes,  prodnotkn, 

opportnnities,  American,  Spain   486 

oppmtunltisi,  Amerieaa,  Haiti   531 

aswttWWj^  dMiar,  Amenean,  piirdiase,  ^ 

Bee  alto  Banks  and  banking. 
CMlna  Islands,  ships  and  shipping,  lines, 

anr,  from  Japan   431 

OrtWjJ^.^oonsnl,  l^unatave),  flour,  trade, 

er^btta,  expwts^rart^dedV/////.'.'.*.**.'.*.  IIU 

paper,  waSl,  trade  and  demand   1001 

petrwRun  and  Kssolloe,  imports   7 

ao^w,  denaad,  and  Import*,  quality  and 

value   398 

wsz,  iBffla,  prod  Oct  Ico   lOn 

dttle.  5w  Live  stock;  Acrlculttue. 

Oaaltdd,  trade  and  importa,  statistics,  Latin 
Annrka   927 

Ofksi^^gwkb^ demand,  and  cqiportnnltlea, 

trade  rarlaw,' upwts'to'Unitsd'Sb^ 

iDOtased.  statistics   780 

•xpdrt3uiatmpcrt8,statisties   930 

Ckamberim,  Geo.  E.  (consul,  Qeorgetown), 

WF^ff  work,  lesQlts   417 

worts,  cosst,  permanent,  'pro- 

  619 

vr — I — r-.  production,  statistics   lo 

ens,  oxpttntioa   7S1 

Cbamber  of  Commerce.  5m  Trade  organisa- 
tkms. 

Cbsritabte  work,  dispensary,  medical,  bee, 

ertahHshM  Veoeniela,  Carsoea   441 

Cbana.   See  Haps  and  charts. 

"tiifT.  B.  F.  (otmsul,  Fimne),  tobacco,  VIr 

aiiUa,  demand   1336 

CbeAeala.  8ee  Drugs  and  cbemloals. 
CbMbfre.  T.  D.  (consul  gmeral.  Canton),  Ood- 

aiilarwerk,r«Mtlts   921 

Odle,  agriciinnie,  crop,  1916   130 

prodoetkm   9*8 

«iii>i|i»fi«&,  anbydrousand  Uqoid,  imports, 

ffattrttnr   •   <33 

attitode,towitrdsirnltedBtateB,tevanble  1132 
bank,  American.  astabUsluiHiit,  permfs- 

ItalW^raoma^tlon  pnmmd....  112s 
bBotoi5drb«lkBg.brw»cbe8,  American, 
autbofiaed   »™ 


Page. 

aille.baths,  sea-water,  public,  San  Antonio.  M  • 

belting,  machine,  production,  increased. .  112h 

brewing  interests,  merger   SU 

caasimeres  and  wwsteds,  tailor,  oppor- 
tunities, American   1197 

cement,  standards  and  speolfleatkins....  6153 

coal,  Amerlcan,demand,fortetumcarRO.  UB 
coffee,  barley  and  flg,  substitute  Tor 

cAlIee,  successful   1191 

company,  gwietBl  commission,  ofgmlsed.  1128 

oompames,  oU,  new,  organised   736 

conceeslons.  electric^,  transfer,  autbor- 

Ised,  Copiapo   176 

granted   34B 

conoreta,  standards  and  spedfloations...  615 

consular  fees,  Inoreaaed   817 

crimlnolMy,  study  ot,  Government   fiOI 

customs  duties,  Import   606 

dollar  excbangc,   development,  wlUi 

United  States   549 

exposition,  rroit  and  vegetable   1128 

Industrial,  Punta  Arenas   648 

hardware,  prices,  Increased   618 

hydraulics,  agricultural  and  industrial, 

American,  commtssloDer  to  study   S9 

insurance,  company,  organiwd   1128 

Investment,   Anuncan,  op];»rtunltlee, 

nitrate  industry   1147 

llghu  and  lifting,  electric,  idants,  con- 
struction, oMicsssions  grained   73C 

live  stock,  siaughtered   878 

loan,  public  unimveinent,  autboriied, 

Cwicepefcn   281 

matdies,madiloeiT  and  sticks,  dtnMDd..  9g| 

nitrate  Indos^,  effect  of  freight  rates. ...  508 

impromunents   918 

labor-eavinr  problem   U44 

nitrate  of  soda,  productfen  and  expwta..  168 

ooUhms,  demand   1197 

paving,  pavements,  and  repairing,  loan 

auworiied,  Santiago   367 

railways,  company,  organiicd,  and  coo- 

structton   1128 

constroctkm,  conceeslons  granted —  736 

cooperation,  lnt«rcbange   4S7 

dwpe,  Gtmstnictlon,  bids  wanted —  UU9 

dnne-track,  oonstruction  pro)ect —  619 

street,  [ares,  redtiction,VaIpaiaiBO...  31 

railway  supples,  spedfleatlons  for   -47 

real  estate,  value   948 

ribbons,  demand   1197 

abeep,  noieo  dressed,  American  market 

might   1008 

ships,  American,  exempt  from  aanltatlon 

role,   418 

diarterhig   MB8 

ships  and  ^pping,  Qovemment  trans- 
pent,  for  nitrate  shipments   1138 

shoe  polish,  trade,  and  imports,  statistics  446 

taxation  plan,  new   78 

taxes  and  revenues,  returns   948 

telei^imHS,  system,  construction,  Antofi- 

guta   511 

trad»'mark,  law,  new,  propoaed   608 

trade  review,  exports  and  imports,  sta- 

tistios....'.— ^^.   188 

training,  factory,  for  trades  students —  U93 

wool,  industry,  demand  for,  and  exports.  1048 

China,  aeroplanes,  demand   401 

antimony  tegulua,  exports,  to  United 

States:...!:.........".   1199 

arms  and  ammunition.  Imports   547 

astdultum,    opportunities,  American, 

Hankow   m 

automobiles,  American,  use  of,  Hongkong  418 

imports  and  trade   436 

beans,  acreage,  production,  and  trade, 

statistics,  Antung  ,   70» 

bicycles  and  motorcycles,  imports  and 

tfade   427 

bridges,  railway,  contract  awarded   101 

brbUes,  exporu,  increased,  Hankow —  901 

buildings,  construction.  ShauEbal   922 

building  operations  and  road,  construc- 
tion  328 

catalogues.  Amprirfln.  dwiired   781 

catgut,  surgical,  production   47* 
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ChiDJ,  chamber  of  oomtnerce,  British,  or- 

ganlze<l,  Swatow   923 

cigarette.  Industry,  Hongkong   211) 

city,  construction,  800  two-story  houses. .  B2S 

clocks,  demand,  Poochow   ISi 

clubs,  shooting,  sport   2 

companies,  AmeriMin  express,  branches, 

established,  Honekong   mS 

consular  work,  results,  Cantoo  8W,d21 

corporation,  British  rontrol   58» 

cotton,  cultlvatbn.  impForemeols  

cultiratlon  and  manobctun,  Govern- 
ment encourages   803 

cotton  goods,  opportunities,  American  3B4 

eSect  of  war   3S)4 

cotton-yam,  trade,  conditions.  Hongkong  788 

customs  revenues,  maritime,  deiroascd..  9*2ii 

dredging  lake   597 

dweflJBgs,  construction.    Tor  municipal 

employees,  Hongkong   447 

dyes,  situation   Ki 

electricfil  apparatus,  trade,  and  imports. .  425 
enameled  and  aluminum  ware,  trade, 

effect  of  war,  Hongkong   34G 

felt,  opportuoitieis,  American,  Hankow..  864 
flnaodal  conditions,  good  shape,  Hong- 
kong  68 

firms,  German,  liquldatfon,  Huigkong..  212 

fisIihookB,  opportunities,  American.....  462 
fiah  and  flsneries.  Industry  and  seboob, 

OOTenunent  aid   42 

flour-mllling  industry,  conditions   342 

flour,  trade  and  imports,  Hongkong   774 

furniture,  rattan.  Industry,  Hongkong. .  1222 

ginseng,  trade,  and  Imports,  American..  756 

girders,  bridge,  supply  contract,  awarded  922 
glass  and  glassware,  trade,  conditions, 

Hongkong.     359 

balr,  human,  trade,  oondltlons,  effeot  of 

war,  Houuong   1096 

harbors  and  docks,  oommercfal,  new, 

opened,  Pukow   218 

hardware  and  cutlery,  American,  de- 
mand, Hon^ong   1170 

trade,  effect  of  war,  Hongkong   346 

faeattng  systems,  opportunities,  Ameri- 
can, Hanlrow   783 

hides,  oow,  exports,  to  United  States   113S 

Imitation  leather.  Imports   532 

industrial  plants,  Japanese,  establish- 
ment proposed   867 

Journal,  Chmese,  Issued  by,  British  Cham- 
ber of  Commwce   329 

leather,  American,  demand   822 

leather  and  leather  goods.  Imports,  In- 
creasing, statistics   205 

legislation,  oorrectton  of  abuses   588 

lights  and  Ughttaig,  electric,  machinery. 

Imports   126 

machines  and  machinery,  cotton  mill, 

American,  order  secured   72 

egg-Tolk»owder,deaiaiid,  American.  113 

trade  and  fmports,  statlstla   434 

matches,  demuidi  Ti^MQeae   348 

trade  and  industry,  Haakow   8L0 

medical  and  surgical  supplies,  demand, 

American,  Hongkong   146 

merchants.  Government  rewards,  for  de- 
velopment of  Industries   1027 

metals,  trade,  effect  of  war,  Honglcot^. ..  847 
metals  and  minerals,  industry  and  re- 
sources  90 

mines  and  mining.  Industry   00 

resources,  developmenl,  protKtsed   887 

needles,  demand,  effect  of  war,  Htman. . .  303 

notions,  demand  and  trade   82 

oilcloth.  Imports   532 

oranges,  exports,  statistics,  and  crop  eon- 

dittons,  Swatow   236 

paper,  trade  and  prices,  effect  of  war, 

Bongkong   3SS 

miterproof ,  demand  limited.  Ilankow  804 
plumbing  and  supplies,  opporttmlties, 

American,  nankow  ,   783 

population,  foreten,  Shanghai   421 

pOTtal  SMTice.  development  and  bolUties.  lis 

railway  supplies,  imports   426 
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China,  rates,  freight,  incroised.  handicap  to 

trade   1102 

prohibitive  lo  Uniie-I  Siates   230 

Traits- Pacinc,  increased,  Hong- 
kong  001 

residences,  modem,  oonstrucilon   923 

ships,  construction,  Hongkong   420 

ships  and  shipping,  situation,  serious, 

effect  of  high  freight  rates   1102 

shipyards,  acth-Ities,  Hongkong   420 

silk,  trade,  and  exports,  statistics   378 

soaps,  toilet ,  Japanese,  demand   506 

steuin,  imports  and  uses   688 

stores,  departmenr  development  and  ex- 
tension, Hongkonc   1193 

removal  to  new  building,  Hong- 
kong  86S 

telegraphy,  lines,  statistics   605 

thread,  trade  and  imports   844 

timber,  opportunities,  American,  Han- 
kow  m 

tin.  production  and  exports   SO 

toilet  articles,  Japanese,  demand   £06 

trade,  conditions,  Honpkong.  9  mo   80 

trade  extension,  .Vmerfcan  firms,  rating, 

necessary   456 

methods,  British  and  German   524 

faulty,  American   482 

opportunities,  American,  Hankow. . .  894 

trade  opportunities,  results   71 

trade  review,  exports,  restrictions,  effect 

of  hl|S>  freight  rates   1192 

weights  and  measures,  new,  established..  587 
woolen  goods,  American  purchased,  con- 
sular results,  Canton   021 

trade.  Hongkong   866 

yam,  cotton,  trade  and  demand   844 

woolen  or  worsted,  trade  and  de- 
mand  8M 

China  and  earthenware,  ceramic  ware,  indus- 
try, production,  and  exports,  increased, 

Japan   1218 

china  and  porcelain,  decorated,  exports  to 

United  States,  Germany   5B8 

crockery,  trade,  and  opportunities,  Amerl-  S91 

can,  Kongo   501 

earthenware.  Industry,  trade  agreement, 

ailesia   820 

exports,  to  United  States,  England, 

8toke-on-trent   370 

pottery,  Industry,  regulations,  and  pro- 
duction, effect  of  war,  England   374 

whiting,  English,  American  calcium  car- 
bonate, as  substitute   IISI 

Cigarettes.  See  Tobacco  nnd  products. 
Cigars.  Ste  Tobacco  and  products. 
Claiborne,  H.  C.  (vice  consul,  Swansea), 
blouses,  dresses,  and  skirts,  trade  and 

demand   86S 

coal,  industry,  production,  and  prices, 

statistics   118 

coal-com  eyor,  new  type,  installation   S24 

coal  and  tin  plate,  production   604 

rniit,  caanea,  American,  trade   617 

gU balls,  Brltisb,  for  American  trade...  967 
ventlons,  removal  process,  solder  and 

tin   049 

live  stock.  Industry   W 

Quotations,  form  needed   155 

Clark.  W.  A.  O.  (commercial agent), falr.shoe 

and  leather,  United  States,  Uass.,  Boston.  1215 
Clausel,  L.  A.  (vice  consul,  Panama  City), 

exposition,  national,  opening   803 

population.  Increased   323 

Cleanung  and  polishing  materials,  shoe  pol- 
ish, trade,  and  imports,  statistics,  Chile   446 

Cltun,  H.  D.  (consul,  Calgary),  public  wwfcs, 

appropriatians  for,  Atl>erla   617 

Coal,  American,  demand,  for  return  caim, 

Chile   1023 

Imports,  Canary  Islands   754 

passes  railway  test,  Biaell   274 

bituminous.  Industry,  Canada,  British 

Columbia   130 

brown,  production,  decreased,  Bohemia.  1288 

consumptkm  and  Imports,  Spain   227 

credits,  fbr  purchases,  Spain   118S 
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Ostl,  dmiand,  tacking,  wood  lued  fbr  fliel, 

Nkaragua   333 

deposits,  Spiub«rgMi   96 

dtetrfbuifim,   Govvntmuit  mooomdy, 

NettMriands   «? 

exports,    statistics,    January,  Unit«d 

kWimb   1187 

to  Pbfflpptnfls,  Jwan   1174 

fitM.  Idabo.  •xamlnanoD,  Unit«d  States.  1176 

fni^i  iat«s,  statistics.  Wales,  Cardiff. . .  791 

imports.  Geninny,  Nurembnrf^Fuertta..  1235 

Italy   770 

imnoftm,  list  of.  Spain.  BarmltHia   lOW 

indiistry.  cradltlons,  effect  of  war,  Enr- 

ISQd   173 

Siberia   7^3 

prodoctitHi.  and  prices,  statlstlcii. 

Wales   118 

jnrertigatirww.  land  owners  hold  up,  Den- 
mark. Bombobn   165 

oppcrtonities,  Amerian.  B«Mvia   1360 

Spain   266 

prices,  hiflber  tlian  canal  tolls,  Panama. .  139 
taaximiun  sotuht,  EoKland,  York- 
shire  552 

prfees  and  freieht  rates,  statistics,  Wales.  42  - 
prodncticm.  decreased,  Canada,  British 

Coh■m^fa   861 

Wales  ,   5M 

sbortan.  Spain   745 

tttnation,  commisskm  to  sttidj*,  OorerD- 

mmt,  Spain   3H 

efleetofwar.BruU   271 

iniDRivad,  Japan   12M 

SpanlA.  Oorentment  oontraets  for,  V«e- 

aaela   1280 

trade,  chanm,  American  and  British...  lOSO 
eaodltioDs,  and  diortage,  effect  of  war, 

Spa^   266 

aaHfav  frefidits  affect,  Braifl   476 

statistics,  Atvcst,  Vnttwl  Ststts.....  114 

coosaraptloa,  Natberlands   133 

December,  United  States   1268 

loly.  United  States   102 

Norember,  United  States   S5S 

OetiAer,  United  States   418 

SeptembOT,  United  States   134 

mlllMtioD  BMbod,  (or  smelting,  Canada.  S37 
SaslsoFwL 
Codrio,  China,  cttalogues,  riee-macMnary, 

far  eaosnlate   no 

madilnw  sod  mscbfuery,  rlc»4nllllng, 

demand   910 

rice,  priOM  and  shipments   910 

CoeoA.  Stt  Sphits  and  berengss. 
CoeD,  H.  C.  (Tioe  oonsal,  Dunmso),  alcoballQ 
b«vmHS,  manufaetnre  or  sale,  prohib- 
ited .TT7:.„   1000 

trade  condttJons,  improved   865 

re<view.  Uexioo,  imports,  needed   790 

Collee.   See  Spirits  and  beverages. 

Collin,  WBUam  (etosol  feneral,  Budapest), 

bosns,  acreage,  production  and  trade. .  609 

imrsery  stock,  sales,  lecfslation.  lacking. .  632 

mde  revlerv,  exports  to  United  States. . .  533 
Cofaiaee,  i«Iance.  Commerce  Department, 
turned  hade  to  exhibit  board,  United 

States  ,   671 

coins,  btsjik  or  sUver  dtotrg,  lot 

mint,  Paro   1032 

coneney.svstem,  diamesd,  Syria,  Beimt.  1250 
cxdunwe,  fofeipi,  ftmilsbed  by  Qovem- 

ment,  Russia   33 

rates,  increased.  Bolh-ia   1261 

ofltce,  establiAed,  Paraguay   1062 

sttuatloo,   impFDvement  meas- 
ures, Austrfa-Hungary.. ..  990 

Gennany   989 

exehsoges,  facilitatiiiK,  United  Kingdom.  131 

national  wealth.  Increased,  Sweden   1025 

nickel  pieces,  Ccdombia   241 

peso,  sux-er,  selling  and  purdbasing  price, 

Hondmus   255 

sttvtr,  law  autbcfflzing.  Uruguay   641 

law,  Peru   162 

use (rf.  EcuBilor   1135 

silver  l  ar?,  into  vtOcvnt  pieces,  Colombia.  241 
Ste  alto  Bankt  and  banking. 
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CakMublft,  agriculture,  exports,  contracts  with  975 
buttons,  badiektf,  cardbowd  backing,  too 

heavy   557 

cattle,  osnsus,  proposed   583 

dumber  o(  oommeree,  estalillshed,  Bar- 

raogulUa   988 

organization,  proposed   SOO 

codes,  dphw,  reeulatlons   fl97 

oolnaee,  sflver  and  nickel   211 

dredfdng  canal,  wproprlations  for   396 

drugs,  purdiase,  Oovernment,  for  army, 

pnmosed.   3S3 

expnatlon,  soil  and  industry  products, 

proposed,  Cartagena   300 

harlxFs  and  docks,  pnqxeed,  fbr  deep-aea 

■nmis,  Tumaco   348 

hospital,  quarantine,  temponry,  oon- 

structltm,  Buenaventura   661 

law,  workmen's  compensation   618 

laws,  protest  of  drafts,  outline   1334 

library,  coDgressional,  appropriation  for, 

BogotaVTT.  ...:....„   323 

Uf^its  and  Ikhting,  elactrle,  plant,  oon- 

structifBi,  Puerto  Colombia   3S9 

logwood,  supplies  arallahle   681 

madJnas  and  maohlnery,  silk-Bplnnlng, 

demand   881 

maruTove  bark,  trade  and  expwts   601 

platinum.  Industry  and  prices   1319 

postal  service,  extension   835 

railway,  conatrmeMon,  proposed.  ■•:2^-^9,9K 
road,  vehicle.  Improvements,  ^>|Mwprifr 

timlbr   300 

sanltatftm  stations,  coosttoctlon,  author- 
ised -   310 

schools,  silk-spinning,  establiriied   831 

ships  and  shipping,  line,  new,  trran 

UWted  States   783 

sUk-splnnIng,  scho(ris,  estahllahed,  and 

maddnas,  demand   831 

daufditeriuasts,  eetabHriiment,  desired, 

Oovtnunatd  aid   688 

trade-mark,  fees,  modifloatlra   003 

transportation,  oiellitlea,  increased,  pro- 
posed  806 

waterwivka  system,  extensloo,  proposed, 

Cartagena   631 

wood,  cigar-box,  samples   863 

Commercial  travelMS,  regulations  afltetlng, 

Quatraoala   470 

HoDduras    470 

NIoaragna   471 

Panama.   473 

Salvwlor   478 

treatment.  South  Amerloa.   470 

Conant,  H,  A.  (consul,  Windsor),  tobaooo, 

crop,  Ontario   88 

Conoesaiaaa,  baths,  sea-water,  public,  Chile, 

SanAntonia   643 

electrical,  transfer,  authorised,  Chile, 

Coidcqw   170 

fishing,  tranted,  Urugov   1101 

sminit,  by  flAermea,  Canada   445 

granted;  Chile   340 

previoua  administration,  decree  can- 

odlhig,  Moxlco   600 

harbon  and  docks,  construction,  Ameri- 
can, panted,  Paraguay   311 

Indnstnal,  far  new  pbuus,  Portuguese  E. 

Africa   100 

lighting  plants,  electric,  construction, 

granted,  CbUe   730 

malt,  manufacture,  exclusive,  Argentina.  409 

permit,  placer-mlne  work,  Chosen   333 

railways,  asked  for,  Parwuay   174 

construction,  granted,  Cnile. ........  736 

reservoirs,  coostniotlon,  granted,  Dutdi 

West  Indies   030 

ships,  river  operations,  Brasil   067 

soap  factory,  ocnstructioii,  granted,  Haiti  (tSO 

tiinber  outtmg,  spruce  and  fir,  India   726 

tramway,  electric  omstructioo,  asked, 

Italy   1320 

Confectloaery,  candy,  trade,  and  Impmls, 

statistics,  Cuba   438 

Aide,  Imports,  for  chewing-gum  manu- 
facture, United  States   1213 

industry  and  production,  Mexico   290 
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Confectlotury,  chicle  gam,  exports  to  Unitod 

SUtes,  Canada   490 

chooolate,  prices,  increa^ied,  Su'Itierland. .  tA9 
ImjKHts,  statistics,  and  trade.  New  Zeal- 
and  25 

Ucorice  root,  exports  to  United  States, 

Russia   9f0i 

Spain   1150 

m^le,  analyses,  Canada   954 

trade,  decreased  sugar  prices  effect,  Vene- 

zuelB   1205 

6<H]structl(Mi   work,   buOdfaig  menitim';, 

Ctilna   328 

bull  ring,  new,  Venezuela,  Caracas   (^1 

defense  works,  coast,  pomanent,  pro- 
posed, British  Ouiana   619 

pn^ess,  L^hthouse  Bureau,  United 

States   834 

See  olM  Municipal  enterprlseB;  Publfa) 
voAs;  BufkUng  oporatlMia. 
ftDTeotlinis.  Bee  BxpoaHliHis  and  oonveo- 
tlons. 

Coolce,  A.  B.  (consul,  Fatias),  consular  work, 

results   1061 

currants,  crop,  and  amount  available  for 

expwt   909 

low-grade.  United  States  purdiase...  178 

boops,  wooden,  demand   905 

motor  cars,  opportunities,  American   676 

paper,  demand,  American   289 

sulphateof  copper,  demand   787 

sulphur,  demand,  Amorlcan   209 

Oooperage,  barrels,  demand,  Culia   194 

Ccraaxe  and  twme,  American,  demand, 

France   1212 

demand,  and  opportunities,  American, 

England   1199 

fibers,  embira,  as  man  tincturing  mate- 
rial, Bnwil   *3fl 

twine,  paperpuip,  dnmand,  Germany —  818 
Cork,  cotton,  commercial  use  sought,  Guate- 
mala  1102 

Oosta  Rica,  tianana,  Industry,  statistics   605 

bananas,  exports  to  United  States   755 

building  materials,  iron  construction  and 

roofing,  imports   351 

druffs,  American,  demand,  increasing   1251 

notions,  AraiTican,  d^'mand   542 

packing,  bulty,  American   483 

paper,  imports   125H 

slices,  Amerlran,  dcmaud   499 

tobacco,  crops,  fncreas:d   1259 

varnish,  imports   359 

Oost  of  living,  conditions,  effect  of  war,  Aiores  251 

Switzerland   555 

increased,  Canada   449 

causes,  effect  of  war,  Sweden   456 

report,  Royal  Commission,  Investigation, 

Canada   940 

Gotton,  American,  demand,  Japan   1224 

production,  India,  Punjab   301 

conditions,  improvement.  United  States.  413 
consumption,  statistics,  expnts  and  im- 
ports, United  States   196 

consumption    and   anpply,  statistics. 

World   fins 

United  States   1053 

Otrk,  commercial  use  sought,  Gnatemala.  1102 
cotton  seed,  crushed,  statistics.  United 

States   1097 

United  Slates   237 

Drops,  forecast,  third,  India   449 

sowings,  India   2ti3 

ciillL'alion,  improvements,  China   772 

oultlvation  and  manufacture,  Qovem- 

ment  encourages,  China   803 

demand,  effect  of  war,  Scotland,  Dun- 
fermline  5f>4 

exports,  statistics,  l  week  United  States  14^, 
3.'>5. 452, 547.  (^49, 7m,  931, 1016, 1 149, 12;J9 

ginning  and  consumption,  United  States.  343 

growing,  industry,  and  crop.  Slam   884 

interest,  and  snuatiOD,  Nigeria   887 

handling,   methods,   modem,  United 

States   244 

Imported,  disinfection  required,  United 

States   959 

industry,  terms  tued,  United  States   225 


Page 

Cotton,  industry  and  trade,  conditions,  Eng- 
land, Lancashire   853 

Industries,  situation,  sUtLstics,  World...  354 

manufacturing,  industry,  oonditIons,Rus-  s\2 

sla   812 

milling,  faidustry,  Tlraifl   252 

mixed,  em  barRo,  Canada   417 

sltuathm,  Brazil   252 

crop,  estimates,  British  West  Africa. .  340 
apinnlng,Industry,eaectof  war,  England, 

Lancashire   225 

profits,  Japan   586 

spinning  mUls,  losses  and  ptoBU,  Eng- 
land  95 

statistics,  prellmlnao'T  January,  United 

Slates   636 

United  States  and  WorM   1129 

stocks,  on  hand,  statistics,  World   1151 

trade,  and  imports,  9  months,  Italy   249 

Cotton  goods,  American,  demand,  Newfound- 
land  918 

blankets,  demand,  South  Africa   921 

calico  articles,  prices.  Increased,  Ger- 
many  653 

cloths,  exports,  to  India,  Increased,  Japan  1028 
fabrics,  trade,  opportunities,  American, 

Norway   486 

fabrics  and  piece,  trade,  oonditltms, 

India   7eo 

flannels,  demand,  and  opportunities, 

American,  Balivia   12f0 

industry  and  trade,  conditions,  England, 

Lancashire   853 

monsselhie,  trade.  Increased,  Japan   1372 

opportunities,  American,  elTsct  of  war, 

China   394 

Java   537 

Straits  Settlements   063 

supply,  on  hand,  statistics,  World   805 

tans.  Import,  on  American,  Venezuela..  577 

thread,  trade  and  imports,  China   844 

trade  aind  imports,  9  months,  Italy   349 

November,  England,  Manchester   78 

twist  and  yam,  trade  and  imports, 

India   740 

yam,  paper  pulp,  demand,  Germany..,.  818 

trade,  conditions,  China,  Bongkoog.  788 

weaving,  trade  and  demand,  Ciiina. .  844 
Credits.  See  Terms  of  credit. 
Crops.  See  Agriculture. 

Cuba,  barrels,  &mand   194 

beer,  industry  and  trade   454 

candy,  trade,  and  imports,  statistics   438 

canned  goods,  opportunities,  American. .  483 
decree,  appointment  commission,  study 

nationalization  of  lallvrays   914 

fibers,  "malva  blanca,"  new,  available. .  715 

palm,  material  for  cigar  boxes   93 

horseshoes,  naullp,  Deeded   410 

lumber,  trade,  and  Imports,  barged  across 

gulf   219 

machines  and  madUnery,  dairy,  oppor- 

tunitles,  American,  Santiago   151 

sugar-mill,  situation   1101 

memonal,  "Maine,"  specifications  and 

I^oto^phs   147 

meters,  water,  demand,  Uabana   L207 

packing  and  maridng,  American,  faulty, 

detrimental  to  trade   UOl 

potatoes,  demand  and  imports   148 

poultry,  American,  Government  pur- 

chases   241 

rallwap,  nationalization,  commission  to 

study  question   914 

rice,  trade  and  Imports,  statistics   380 

sugar,  crop,  estimates   84 

statistics   881 

exports  to  United  States   465 

sugar  and  molasses,  exports  to  United 

States   98 

tobacco,  crops,  conditions   1234 

trade-marks,  foreign,  registration   603 

trade  review ,  exports  and  Imports   1091 

statistics   681 

Habana,  exports  to  United  States, 

statistics,  1915   738 

uniforms,  naval,  designs,  new,  wanted. .  184 

warehouses,  construction   S38 
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Colva-,  H.  S.  (eoBxul,  St.  John),  power,  cur- 
rent ntlliiatlon  tar,  Bay  of  Fnnd j-   1198 

Cnnnfnefaftm,  E.  S.  (consul-general,  ilan- 
nrw),    bridges,    railway,  contract 

awarded   191 

brlstlas,  exports,  Increased   901 

Elnlers,  bridge,  supply  contract,  awarded  922 
hmtjng  sjstenu  und  plumbioK  and  sup- 

plits.  opportunities,  American   783 

imtchlnea  and  macliiiMTy,  cgg-yolk  pow- 

dM,  demand,  Amerkan   113 

mines  and  mining,  resourcn,  devdop- 

tnent,  proposed   887 

tnde  axtension,  methods,  faulty,  Amer- 
ican  4S2 

oppOTtunitles,  American   S94 

Curacao,  autamobUe  owners,  list  of   1137 

harbor  work,  detailed  blue  prints  of   910 

bats,  straw,  exports  to  United  States   466 

htmital,  construction   9M 

pwTumes,  American,  demand  tncretmd.  7G7 
raMTTolrs,  construction,  conceasloo 

panted   630 

acfcntlflc  instruments,  sureleal,  (wpor- 

tmOUM,  Amerlcsn  m 

Cutlcrr.   See  Hardware  and  cutlery. 

Cjprai  tobacco,  indnstry,  nrlTod   113S 

Dilrte,  suppUw,  and  products,  butter,  em- 

BKgo,  raised,  Norway   65 

ezporU  to  United  States,  Doninatk..  868 

New  Zealand   398 

cans,  milk  and  cream,  govttnnwnt  In- 

speetkm,  Canada   10 

chew,  experts,  to  United  StatH,  de- 
creased, Swtturtauid,  Borne. . .  1147 

Italy   482,«35 

cnam  Hparalon,  opptttmltlM,  Amer- 

loui,IadIa   748 

Portugal   H8 

cream  nparators  and  parts,  exports  to 

United  States.  BdRlum   568 

datriea,  cooperative,  operatlcms,  Denmark  995 

tiMUutiT,  effect  01  war,  Italy   1022 

anaeTeloped,  Paraguay   677 

labor-saving  devkea,  demand,  Scot- 
land  315 

olMratkxi,  permission  required,  pro- 
posed, Ecuador,  Ouayaquil   308 

dairy  Industry,  development,  India   746 

returns,  bvorable,  Canada   441 

mwcblTwry,    opportunftteG,  American, 

Coba,  Ssntiago   1*1 

milk,  cosdensed,  opportunities,  Amer- 
ican, Bcrtlvla   1361 

Burma   571 

trade  increased,  England,  Leeds.  DO 

United  States   614 

rezolatlons  (or  pure,  proposed,  Ecua- 
dor, Ciuayoquli   308 

rennet,   shwtage,    and  opportunitiee, 

American,  New  Zealand   845 

Daniels,  C.  N.  (consul,  Bherbrooke),  asbestos, 
crude,  Sbo-,  and  sand,  exports  to  Uuited 

StelM   304 

Davis,  J.  K.  (consul,  Antung),  beans,  acre- 
age, prodncnon,  and  trade,  statistics   703 

Darts,  W.  B.  (\ioe  consul,  (•  luuiiLiJara}, 

boxes,  straw-board,  possible  use   640 

9awson,  C.  1.  (consul,  Tampico),  oils,  crude, 

exports  to  United  Stales,  February...  iaft6 

oraofes,  crop,  conditions   346 

Dmunark,  beans,  acreage,  production,  and 

trade   605 

butter,  exports  to  Unit«dStat«s   868 

clocks,  twenty-fcHir-tiour,  Instalbtlon  ...  101 
coal,  tnTeetlrattons.  land  ownarj  bold 

up,  Bomholm   165 

ooOee.  embargo   833 

consular  work,  results   733 

dairiee,  cooperative,  operations   905 

embargolist,  additions   305 

iDodstufls,  prl»s,  high,  eHect  ol  freight 

rates   92 

fhwnchl  conditions,  developments   281 

gas  works,  improvemuita. Copenhagen. .  407 
boops.  barrelflinporta.  ana  opportunities, 

Americui..   io*7 

bosplUli^  ImprorvDMntSf  CopanhaEea. . .  407 


?««•. 

Denmark,  lights  and  Ugbtlng,  eleetrlo  plant, 

extMision,  CopenEagen   407 

paving,  street,  appn^rlatlm  tor,  Copen- 
hagen  4or 

power  and  power  plants,  electric,  curreat, 

from  Sweden   119 

public  works,  Improvements,  Copen- 
hagen   407 

railways,  street,  serviM,  Improvements, 

Copenhagen   407 

rates,  ftvlgnt,  ocean   OB 

school  buHdlngs,  construction,  Copen- 
hagen  407 

sewers,  new,  Installation,  Copenhagen..  407 

lax,  stoek-exchange  tran-iuotlons   378 

waterworks  sj-stem,  ImprovsnMnts,  Co- 
pen  baton   407 

Pennlson,  r^.  H.  (consul,  Chrtstlania),  auto- 
mobiles, demand,  American   457 

cotton  goods,  bbrics,  trade,  oppcntiml- 

tles,  American   tSS 

tin  plate,  manufticture,  proposed,  6ta- 

vanger..     518 

Diseases,  cattle  parasite  (garrapata),  exter- 
mination campolgn,  Uruguay   630 

foot  and  mouth,  memorandum,  affecting 

importations,  Canada   10 

live-stock,  eradk-ntlon.  New  Zealand ....  U8 
malaria,  prevention,  (iovemment  regnli^ 

tioas,  Argentina   88 

Docks.  8te  Harbors  and  docks. 
L'omlnkan  Republic,  automobilee,  detnand, 

Amerh»n,  and  imp<»t3   250 

banana,  crop,  prospec  ts,  and  exports,  sta- 

tkttcs   81 

dyewoods,  supplies  available   12M 

tertlttzers.  demand,  and  opportunities, 

American,  Santo  J'omlngo   187 

harbors  and  docks,  bclllties,  lacking   1354 

lights  and  llghtlnK,  electric,  Installalion, 
proposed,  Moca  La  Vega  and  San  Fran- 
cisco   IM 

lumber,  Imports,  from  the  United  States, 

Puerto  Plata   143 

matches,   Industrr,  conaumptlm  and 

prices,  Puerto  Pbta   627 

power  and  power  plants,  electric,  con- 
struction, proposed   IM 

ships  and  solppmg.  facilities,  lacking... .  1354 

tobacco,  crop,  prospects   610 

Donald,  O.  K.  (n>nsul.  UarocaitKi),  cotton 

Roods,  tarifi,  import,  on  American   S7S 

Donaldson,  Chester  (consul.  Port  LImon), 

bananas,  exports  to  United  States   70S 

building  materials,  iron  construction  and 

rooRng,  Imports   361 

drugs,  American,  demand,  Increasing   1251 

paper.  Imports   1268 

tobacco,  crops,  Increased   1269 

Tonegan,  A.  W.  (consul,  Magdeburg),  hemp, 
cultivation,  exports  and  Imports,  sta- 
tistics  154 

sugar  beets,  ctiltfvatlon.  Government  en- 
courages  1187 

Doomon,  E.  M.  (vice  consul, Kob4),e«amla 
ware,  industry,  production,  and  ex- 
ports, increased   1218 

^■torlcfl,  in\'esllgatl(m,  Btatlstlcit,  Osaka.  12S7 

toilet  articles,  Japanese,  sale  in  China   500 

Poonan,  G.  W.  (commercial  agent),  conven- 
tions, business,  list  of.  United  States, 

St.  Louis   1158 

e^thibition,  manufacturers,  permanent, 

UnitPd  Ptatos,  T^iiisville   771 

PoTWy,  W.  K.  iconsul,  Tripoli), construction 

notes,  Italian  North  .\rrlca   1149 

contracts,  awarding,  methods   11 

nails,  wire,  purchaise  of  American  at- 
tempted, unsuccessful   1015 

oils,  cottonseed,  demand   263 

sericulture,  experiments   1050 

trade    extension,    letters,  American, 

faulty   80 

methods,  suggestions,  tor  American..  530 
Doty,  W.  F.  (consul,  Nassau),  pfaieappies,  ex- 
ports, to  United  States   275 

ships  and  shipping,  service,  eetablisbed, 

Jacksonville  and  Nassau   663 

spongea,  exports  to  the  United  States.. . .  303 
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Dow,  E.  A.  (consul,  St.  Stephen),  clocks, 

cheap,  demand   fiO! 

fish  waste,  utUhaUon,  by  Americui  plant  1205 
bospftala,  service,  emclent.  New  Bruns- 
wick  1188 

llj^ting  s\-steiii,  Installation,  proposed, 

Frederloton   476 

shoes,  factory,  Maine  (United  States), 

aids  Canadfaji  town   769 

trade  extension,  American  goods,  supe- 
riority  a 

trade  review,  Canada,  exports  9  months.  126S 
Downs,  Wm.  C.  (commercial  attach^),  bak- 
eries.   Government   monopoly,  bill, 

Australia   44* 

banks  and  banking,  ewnliUES,  statistics, 

Australia   1230 

elevators,  grain,  construction,  proposed, 

Australia  4«3,10&4 

fruit,  dried,  industry,  Anstndla.   1273 

Oovemment  departments,  business  man- 
agement of,  Australia.   171 

bats,  straw,  trade  and  demand,  Australia  1043 
Investments,  Govenunent  control,  eSect 

otwar,  Australia   733 

laboratory,  national,  scientific  research, 

establisnment  proposed,  Australia   826 

loans,  State  requirements,  arrangement 
for,  and  expenditures,  estimates,  Aus- 
tralia  744 

medical  supplies,  prices,  Australia,  New 

South  Wales   S46 

origin  of  goods,  proof  required,  Australia.  753 
pbarmacisu,  licensed,  list,  Australia, 

Victoria   807 

postage,  sbortrpaid,  problem,  Australia..  136 
repreaentatlves,  Australian,  to  purchase 

American  goods   1247 

tax.  Income,  law.  Federal,  Australia   126 

wheat,  production,  estimated,  Australia.  1054 
woolen  cloth  mills,  Government,  opera- 
tions, Australia   480 

Dredgers  and  dredging,  canal,  a|^ito[wiatkai 

for,  Colombia   306 

dredger,  Cascadas,  record  day's  woA, 

Panama    960 

lake,  China   697 

river,  Psnuco,  proposed,  Ueidoo   380 

See  aUa  Harbors  and  docks. 
Dreher,  J,  D.  (consul.  Colon),  mines  and  min- 
ing, ore,  mangajiese   838 

ships  and  sbippfa^,  lines,  operations   70 

Drugs  and  chemicals,  ammonia  anhydrous 

and  liquid,  Imports,  Argentina   422 

BraEll   423 

statistics,  ChUe   423 

ammonia  extract,  bctory,  construction 
and  equipment,  Ameriotn  bids  permis- 
sible, Spain   202 

argols,  exports,  to  United  States,  Algeria.  IIM 

bromide,  production.  United  States   98 

calcium  carbide,  exports  to  United  States, 

Canada   287 

camphor,  exports  to   United  States, 

Taiwan   513 

prices,  increased,  and  production, 

Japan   979 

caustic  soda,  manufacturing  plant  estab- 
lished, Japan   420 

oellulose,  manu&cturlng,  ^ice  agree- 
ment, Germany   1190 

chemfeal  pulp,  exports,  to  United  States, 

decreased,  Sweden   1100 

situation,  Norway   1246 

chemical  works,  organiied,  manubcture 
of  soda  ash  and  by-product,  Nether- 
lands  835 

chloride  of  potassium,  production  and 
manu&cture,    proposed,  Germany, 

Sfiesia   281 

disinfectants,  opportunities,  American, 

and  Introductory  methods,  France. . ..  1318 
drugs,  American,  demand,  increasing, 

Costa  Rica   1251 

crude,  production,  Sfam   916 

purchase,  (Jovemment,  for  Army, 

proposed ,  Colombia   353 

scarcity,  and  prices,  increased,  Eng- 
land, lluddersfleld   364 


Pvt. 

Drugs  and  chemicals,  ginseng,  trade,  and  Im- 
ports, American,  China   758 

glyeerlDe,  company,  receives  'subsidy, 

Japan   430 

gum,  arable,  exports  to  United  States 

decreased,  Egypt,  Cairo   1266 

te.sts,  United  &»UsB   409 

herbs,  culti\-atlon,  women  interested, 

Enpland   826 

Ireland   825 

imparts,  statistics  II  months.  United 

States   248 

Insect  powders,  <q>port unities,  American, 

and  mtroductorv  methods,  France   1218 

mangrove  bark,  exports,  to  t  nItedStates, 

pOTtuguese  tast  Africa   1007 

Venesuela   605 

supply  available,  India   726 

trade,  BraiU   936 

supply,  from  Buenos  .Mres.  Bru0, 

8to  Paulo  .7   035 

pleatlfal,  BrasO    542 

trade  and  exports,  Colombia   GDI 

medicines,  manufacture.  Government 

encourages,  Japan   S74 

patent,  demand,  and  oppwtunlties, 

American,  Venezuela   1165 

niter  cake,  experiments,  Kni^d,  York- 
shire  473 

opium,  crude,  exports  to  United  Stetes, 

Greece   786 

quebracho  extract,  exports  to  United 

States,  ArgenUna   603 

auinine,  demand,  and  shortage,  India..  409 
tuatkm,  exports,  and  imports,  statistics, 

Greece   93 

soda,  washing,  shtHtage,  England,  York- 
shire  663 

sulphate  of  copper,  demand,  Al^Ia   47 

Greece   787 

punduse,  Oovemment  apprmiriatlOD 

fwSpdn   1240 

shMlage,  Spata   261 

thymol,  manufacture,  proposed,  India..  610 
and  essential  oils,  distillation, 

India  I   sa 

production,  proposed,  Philippines..  727 
wattle  extract,  factory,  oonstruction, 

pos^oned,  British  East  Africa   046 

Dumont,  F.  T.  F.  (consul,  Plonmeei,  cheese, 

exWts  to  United  States   4S3 

construction  notes  ■  1220 

mu^ooms,  production  and  expcois   617 

straw  braids  and  hats.  Inditttry   487 

Dunlap,  M.  P.  (oonsul,  Stavaager),  elecWc, 

Qght  and  power  supply,  threatened...  286 

optical  goods,  demand,  American   229 

silo,  grain,  construction,  reinforced  cm- 

Crete   240 

sugar  and  sirup,  demand,  American   200 

tlnplate,  plant,  American  engineer,  to 

construct   746 

tomato  paste,  demand   60ft 

trade  opportunities,  results   678 

trees,  American,  Pacific  Coast,  wanted, 

for  Iransnlanttng   206 

Dulch  East  Indies,  aeroplanes,  American, 

purchased  by  Qoverament,  Java   247 

American  goods,  without  prejudice,  Java  211 

connections,  .\merican,  wanted,  Java   956 

cotton  gooos,  cntportunitles,  American, 

Java.:........:^   537 

oilcloth.  American,  demand   065 

rates,  freight,  increased,  to  European 

Sorts,  Java   148 

ber,  exports,  to  United  States,  Java..  321 

production,  statistics   564 

scales,  automatic,  .American,  demand   050 

ships,  Dutch,  use  Cape  of  (3ood  Hope 

route,  Java   1067 

tfa,  exports,  Java   981 

tin,  Indastrj'  and  productlcoi   PO 

trade  extension,  Oovemment  aid   1159 

methods,   American,  faulty,  oom- 

Slalnts  »rainst   1142 

iistry,  statistics   24 

omjorl  unities,  American,  Java   977 

Dye,  J.  W,  (vice consul,  Johannesburg), glass 

and  glassware,  demand,  Amerimn   103 
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Dye,  J.  W.,  gtrid,  prodacUon,  Transvaal   12ft 

mtoes  and  mmiiiK,  diamond,  operations, 

nemned   126 

through  Neiherlanda,  Java   1130 

ttadeextcnskm,  opportunities,  American, 

betnclost   152 

Vytt,  F.  J.  (omsul,  Ceiba),  chamber  of  com- 
mat»,  organiied,  and  ships  and  ship- 
ping, line,  new,  proposed   615 

flben,  Industry  and  trade,  opportonitles.  1035 

motor  can,  iise  of.   204 

sausage,  manobaure,  lacking   1235 

tree,  Lfi  Cofbe   SSI 

tn^ewriters,  opportunities,  Amarlmi —  73 
Dyes  and  dyestufts,  acid,  nitric,  as  dyestafl 

for  wool.  United  States   896 

cutch,  industry  and  manulacture,  British 

North  Borneo   958 

dyes,imports,stati9tic3,ll  monttas,United 

States   243 

manubctnre,  OoraiuiMiit  encour- 

ages,  Japan   874 

situfltfon.  China   83 

dyestuHs,  Indostrr,  omdttlon,  United 

States   179 

natural,  utilization  suggested,  Eng- 
land  764 

situation,  conference,  United  States.  747 
dyewDods,  supplies  available,  Dominican 

ftepoblfc   1254 

indigo,  crop,  oonditians,  India,  Madras. .  699 

forecast,  India   726 

logwood,  dc^rs,  list,  Latin  America —  191 

embargo,  removed,  Jamaica   129 

supplies  available,  Cokunbla   681 

Haiti,  Cape  HaRfen  and  Fort  au 

Prince   161 

Mexico,  Progreso   161 

use,  eflect  or  synthetic  dyes  sbortaRe, 

United  Kingdom   1151 

osage  (range  extract,  competition  with 

fu3tl(x  United  States   466 

Early,  W,  W.  (agt,,  Leicester),  needles,  pro- 
duction  932 

Earthenware.   See  China  and  earthenware. 
Ecuador,  b^.  Jute,  American,  prices  pro- 
hibitive  1363 

cacao,  exports  to  United  States   680 

trade  and  exports   914 

cloth.  Jute,  demands  and  opportunities, 

American  ,   1253 

coffee,  trade  and  exports   914 

coinage,  silver,  use  of   USS 

crackers,  paclcbg,  teultv,  American   292 

bides,  trade  and  exports   914 

milk,  pure,  regulations  lot,  prc^osed, 

Guayaquil   308 

pabbc  works,  improvements   157 

taQwaya.  air-brake  men,  training,  France.  299 
deveuq>ment,  and  eleettle,  wnstnio- 

ttei,  OToposed   220 

Pnerto  Bolivar- A  mason,  surveys....  204 

rloe,  trade,  oppotunities,  American   36Z 

rubber,  trade  and  prices   914 

ships  and  shipptaig,  facflftta,  to  United 

States   97 

trade,  conditions   914 

tnd*-mark,  law,  translation   603 

tmda  iBflew,  exports  and  impMts,  statis- 
tics, 1914   as 

1915   775 

EdneaUoD.  aoieultaral,  Oovenunent  aid, 

Belgian  Kongo   873 

•mplf^ees.  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
menic  Commerce,  stndy  commercial 

subjects.  United  States   743 

library,  cangresslonal,  appropriation  for, 

Colombia,  Bogata   333 

sc^uol,  arts  and  trades,  Venezuela   933 

aviation,  opening,  China   401 

buildings,  construction,  DemnaMc, 

Copenhagen   407 

Italian  North  Africa   1149 

New  Zealand,  Attcklaod   411 

commercial,  Uruguay   973 

cannurctal      lanraiaKflB,  establlst^ 

nunt,  VoMuiela   6H 
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Education,  school,    flslwTT,  estaUlshad, 

Chtaa   43 

free  meals  for  obUdnn,  Engluid, 

Leeds   30 

fmlt-packtaig,  Oovemmeot,  Canada, 

British  Cdumbla   !• 

grammar  opened,  New  Zealand   1103 

hidustrlal  darelopnunt,  Egypt  

medteal,  estabUsDMl,  VenenMa,  Ca- 
racas  '  441 

nautical,  inaugurated.  Spain   1037 

public,  and  faclliUes.  81am   1141 

science,  new,  Venesuela,  Caracas....  0S2 
sUk-spinnlng,  estabUshad,  Colombia.  831 
tiahii^^actory,  for  trades  stttdenta, 

Industrial,  for  women,  Uruguay   927 

railway  apprentices,  Italy  575 

methods,  England   390 

university,  modem,  construction,  Slam..  1141 
Edwards,  C.  B.  (consul,  Acapuloo),  trade 

extension,  opportunities,  American   506 

Egan,  If.  P.  (American  minister),  financial 

ocmditions,  developmenia.  Denmark   381 

Eggs.  See  Poultry  and  eggs. 

Egypt,  beans,  acreage,  productloo,  and  trade, 

statistics   6WI 

gum,  arabic,  experts  to  United  States, 

decreased,  Cairo   1286 

Industries,  schools  aid  new   414 

(Hilons,  crop,  promising   488 

rice,  foreign  market  sought   578 

teaderevlew,  exports  and  Imports,  1915..  903 

statistics,  effect  of  war   368 

Improvement,  and  exports  and  im- 

pwts   1247 

Sudan,  exports  and  imports,  statis- 
tics, 6  monlhs   938 

Electrical  apparatus.  Am«lcan,  demand,  and 
agency  astaUlahed,  Ei^land,  Hudd«r>- 

fleld   U76 

carbons,  American,  puroband,  Italy, 

Sicily   40 

demonstration,  successful,  Tasmania   847 

heaters,  use  Increased,  England,  Leeds..  343 

Industry.  Japan   117 

opportunities,  American,  Tasmania   847 

supplies,  American,  ponhaBed,  consular 

results,  Paraguay   1136 

trade,  and  imtMHta,  China   4SS 

See  alto  Hachlnes  and  machinery. 
Elevators,   grain,   construction,  Moposed, 

AiStralla  4ft8,UM4 

construction  and  extension,  Canada..  1230 
Embargoes.  See  Legislation. 
Embroideries.  See  Laces  and  embroideries. 
Emigration  and  immlsatlon,  Immigrants, 

mimber  reduced,  United  States   460 

Immlgratltm,    Cuban    labiv,  France, 

Coenac   161 

Engfneenng  supplies,  magnetic  materials, 

testing  and  use.  United  States   SS8 

England,  artiflcbl  llmha,  daalm,  list  of, 

Manchester   1004 

AKOclation,  Employes'  Parliamentary, 

report,  Uanchester   1063 

beans,  acreage,  production,  and  trade, 

statistics   697 

blouses,  dresses,  and  skirts,  trade  and 

demand,  Liverpool  and  Hull   863 

boots  and  shoes,  industry,  activities,  and 

dividends  paid,  Huddersdeld   1176 

bottles,  glass,  shortage,  Yorkshire   866 

capital,  Issues,  new,  atatlstlcs,  London...  468 
cement,  Portland,  standard  speolflcfr 

tlons,  copy   742 

chicory,  stocks,  and  prices,  high,  effect 

of  war   439 

clav,  exports  to  United  States   809 

coej.  industry,  omdltloas,  effect  of  war. .  673 
prices,  nuutlmnm,  sooght,  York- 
shire  553 

committee,  license,  appointed   68B 

company,  ship-canal,  dividends  paid, 

Mancbester   002 

oondnettKs,  women,  ca  tatmways,  Brad- 
ford  27 
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BngUod,  oongnss,  trade  union,  47tb,  pma 

reports,  Bristol   408 

oooBular  work, results,  Manobester...  511,1136 

oontrabond  list,  chanees   438 

oordage  and  twine,  demand,  and  oppoc- 

tunltlas,  American   1199 

cotton,  spfamtug,  Industiy,  effect  ot  war, 

Lanoashlre   225 

sptnatng  mUls,  losses  and  profits   95 

eotton  and  cotton  goods.  Industry  and 

trade)  IdttDGBatilre. .  ...  .  .....  SS8 

eotton  goods,  trade,  Novembar,  Han^tes- 

ter..r......  .'   78 

dresses,  house.  Industry  and  trade,  ICan- 

chester   1181 

di^^^s^rdt^,  and  prices.  Increased,  ^ 

datks,  Import,  increase  propoMd   1002 

drtetufls,  natural,  utilisation  suggcated..  794 
CMotrlcal  apparatus,  American,  %nund, 

and  agency,  established,  Huddecsfietd.  1176 

embargo,  proclamation  aid  additions   785 

embargo  list,  addittona   433 

changes   657 

cbai^  and  additions   1111 

emidoyees,  women,  In  boot  and  shoe  fae- 

tortes,  Leeds   963 

•xbfbttimu,  ctmttnmtal  manufactures, 

Leeds   104 

luNuekeeptng,  and  trade  extensloi, 

opportunlues,  Ameriesn,  Bntdfvd.  85 

faMes,  npluilsterlng,  demand   1157 

fair,  Emigre,  of  all  Lidustrles   435 

industrial   705,1034 

tsedstulb,  pcnltry,  demand,  limited   567 

fefromanganese,   expats,  'to  United 

Statse   1103 

me,  list.  Issued,  Sheffield   77 

films,  rentlng-flrms,  and  tlieaters,  list.. . .  86 

fish  and  fisheries,  catch  and  ralue   867 

foil,  tin  and  composition,  American,  In- 
formation wanted,  Liverpool   878 

fmlt,  canned.  Imports,  pronlbiticn   993 

trade,  conditions   834 

furnaces,  electric,  extended  use,  Sheffield  1158 

gas,  coke  oren,  utflliatltm,  Leeds   173 

IMices,  Increased,  Huddersfleld..   1176 

sapiriy,  and  revenuss  and  reserves, 

stotletlcs,  ShefflAd   363 

glass,  special  purpose,  maoubotute   116 

glovee,  fabric,  demand,  American   172 

glue,  trial  consignment,  cntsular  reeulls, 

Manchester   1136 

Gtee,  from  scour  liquors   1172 
tbiR  systems,  electric,  use  Increased, 

Leeife   343 

herbs,  cultlTatlon.  women  iatwested   82S 

Importation,  restrmtoos   658 

Imports,  prohibitlcn  of   417 

restrictions   680,918,978 

indnstriee,  importance  of,  Nottingham  . .  iOSO 

Inn,  pig,  prfcee,  maximum   801 

labor,  troubles,  settlement,  Bradford   983 

laces,  cotton,  exports  to  United  States, 

decreased   883 

Industry  and  trade,  cond^ona,  and 

exports  statbtles   781 

lace  and  embroideries,  trade.  Improve- 
ments, NottbiKham   1174 

lands,  waste,  reclamation  plan,  York- 
shire  294 

■aoncbeB,  passenger,  regulations   308 

laws,  patent,  copjmglit,  etc.,  changes, 

proposed   1001 

"Tradlngwltb  the  Enemy  "effect  of  war.  386 
UosDse,  import,  granting  by  spedal  com- 
mittee  013 

machtites  wd  machlnny,  sludge  drying. 

fnvantlan,  Leeds  ' . .  177. . . . .  TT.  669 

mUk,  condensed,  trade  faicreased,  Leeds.  89 
needles,  hand  eeirfn^  exports,  to  United 

States   1099 

produotlcB   933 

nkxnlne,  products,  uses   980 

niter  cake,  experiments,  VoAAlre   473 

nnraery-stock,  sales,  contracts  law 

cable   633 

oOs,  soya  bean,  trade,  Hull   631 
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England,  packing,  eneine,d«nand,  and  oppor- 
tunities, American,  Liverpool   1157 

paper,  imports,  limltatiois   817 

restdctloDB   laoi 

peat,  homogen,  demand   594 

utlllzaUoD  as  fwUlfaar,  Hantlts*- 

ter   8BS 

atltizatlon,  waste  landi,  Handuster.  MS 

plows,  motor,  deoumstratloai,  report   1256 

potadi,  from  scour  liquors   1173 

pottery,  industry,  regulations,  and  pro- 

ducuon,  effect  of  war   S74 

power  and  power  plants,  electric,  com- 
panies, pr^u,  Bradfwd   101 

publifMttlilties,  chargee,  bwreased,  itfect 

of  war,  Mancfa ester   314 

quills,  American,  demand   695 

X woolen,  impcHts,  decreased   672 
,  freight,  increasing  without  warning, 

protest  against   782 

preferentlalftable.onezportKOOds  1101 
rules,  naTigatlcm,  {nrevenuonofoolllarau, 

river  Mersey   808 

schools,  free  meals  for  children,  Leeds   30 

securities,  dollar,  American,  purchase   181 

ships,  sale,  prices  realised,  statistics   1270 

ships  and  shipping,  line,  direct,  estab- 
lished, to  Siberia   446 

IVoflts,  statistics   583 

diow,aKrlcultural,postpaaied,  Yorkshire.  849 
smokeeibatement,  clause,  extension  pto- 

posed,  Bradford   338 

soda,  wasliiug,  shortage,  Yorkshire   662 

soya  beans,  trade  and  imports,  Hull   631 

sprinklers,  American,  InforouitloD  wanted, 

Liverpool   878 

starch,  laundry,  American,  purchased, 

consular  results^   611 

steel,  quenching,  methods  used   137 

tax,  motor  import,  effect  on  trade   318 

tin,  production.  Imports,  exports,  and 

consumption,  statistics   61 

tin  plates,  American,  Imports   80 

tools,  machine.  Importation,  prohibition .  1 

trade,  development,  after  the  war   1000 

export,  conditions,  statistics,  Hud^ 

der^eld   130 

fiireign,  conditions,  satisfactory   436 

trade  extensloi,  American  goods,  oon- 

snlar  results   532 

limits,  with  enemy  firms   106 

methods,  suggsstionB  as  to,  Yorkshire  663 
opportunities,  American,  after  the 

WOT   1069 

trade  opportunities,  results,  Bradford   961 

Huddersfleld   200 

Leeds   861 

trade  repreeoitativee,  ootttm  export,  ex- 
tension proposed,  after  the  war   414 

trade  review,  Bradford,  exports  to  United 

Stotee   721 

December   891 

decreased   1210 

training,  railway  apprentices,  methods. . .  300 
tubes,  collapelble,  American,  demand, 

Liverpool   873 

wages,  oereemeot,  engineering  trade   731 

woolen  goods,  trade,  conditions   126 

woolen  rags,  trade   836 

Emster,  J.  J.  (vice  consul, Lyon),exhibltI«i, 

American  goods,  petioissibis   137 

foir,  samples,  reservation  time  limit  ex- 
tended  186 

Ewliu,  John  (American  minlstw),  law,  min- 
ing, encouragii^  development  of  mdus- 

iry,  Honduras   1047 

port,  free,  established  by  law,  Honduras. .  ills 

Explosives,  fireworks,  Imports,  India   484 

imports,  India   464 

manufacture,    reduced,    1914,  United 

States   4S4 

ahlpmoits,  into  Mexico,  rules  govemhig, 

united  StatM   646 

Expositions  and  conventions, congress,  Ameri- 
can bistor\-,  Brazil,  Rio  de  Janeiro.  439 

children's,  Anrenttna   1088 

trade  union,  47th,  press  reports,  Eng- 
land, Bristol   493 
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Exposittons  and  oonraitions.  roaT«ntIoii, 
Seorad  Antitnberculwis  fongresa,Uru- 

pwy   *3 

CoovoitkiM,  bttsliuas,  list  of,  United 

StetM,  St  Louis   I16B 

edilblUoQ,  Americui  goods,  pennlsslble, 

France,  Lyons   127 

•wards,  Choeen   J88 

Commnre  DepartroeDt,  «l  commerce 
meetlnK,  United  States,  Washing- 
ton. D.C   S34 

eommerelal,  Amvlcao,  proposed,  at 
close  of  war,  Austria-HunsarT, 

Cvbbad   1173 

doll  and  toy,  proposed,  Canada   SIO 

fnilt,  natHmal,  ATKentina   M3 

booMkeeptm,  En^and,  Bradford ...  85 

Indastflal,  Ttdwan   486 

maimfactiirers,  pviaaiient.  United 

States,  Louisville   771 

samptM,  United  States,  New  York..  837 

toy.  pnqKjeed,  Canada.   1131 

ezhltntkins,  continental  manubctuies, 

England,  Leeds   104 

•xUuts,  danestio,  manubcturers'  week, 

AortnOla   9 

vxpositlon,  acrlcaltaral,  national,  Ouale- 

iSja.?:  :   440 

fruit,  award,  gold  medal,  toCallfomia 

Associ^ioD,  BiazU   liss 

Bnuil   939 

fnilt  and  vegetable,  Chile   113S 

Hi^paDO-Ainerican,  progress,  Spain..  706 

Industrial,  Chile,  Punta  Arenas   MS 

national,  opening,  Panama   803 

prosthesis,  Russb,  Petrograd   913 

"Reconstructed  City,"  opening,  post- 

pooed.  Prance   878 

«Tl>e  Heconstjucted  Cltv,"  Ameri- 
can exhibits.  Prance,  Paris   626 

reeonstrnctlon  prefects,  Prance   138 

safety-Brst,  govemnunt.  United 

States,  Wasbtnghn,  D.  C   673,690 

school  equipment,  Spain   393 

soil  and  Industry  products,  ivoposed, 

Colombia,  Cu-t^na   390 

textile,  national,  proposed,  Nether- 
lands  629 

toys.  Swltierland,  Zurich   834 

wheat,  national,  Uruguay,  Quade- 

loupe   26S 

fair,  catUe.  India,  Londhi   736 

Empin.all  Industries,  England   43S 

iDdnstrtta,  England  705,1034 

aan^las,    representation  wanted, 

Fianae,  Lyou   417 

time  limit  extended,  France, 

Lt«i   185 

shoe  ana  leather.  United  States,  Has- 

saebosetts,  Boston   1215 

dOT,jgriwiltural,  postponed,  England,  ^ 

ihow,  agrteiiltunl  and  pastoraj,  Ameri- 
can exhibits  satislactory,  Tas- 
mania, Hobart   338 

automobile,  Argentina   131 

IJv»«ock,  International,  Argentina.  1068 
motor-boat,  Commerce  Department 
exUblts,  United  States   383 

Far  East,  flour,  situation,  and  ppportunitiea, 

Amvlcan   181 

rates,  freight,  locrcMed,  effect  of  ship- 
charter    643 

effect  on  trade   428 

terms  of  credit,  conditions,  eflect  of  war.  MO 
F«»,  W.  T.  (consul.  Bremen),  paper,  photo- 

graph,  exports  to  United  Statea   070 

Pa&tben.  Stt  Birds  and  feathers. 
FeedsndTs.    altalfa    meal,  opportunities, 

American.  Ireland   917 

ensilage,  deniaiHl,effect  of  droughts,  Aus- 

tralfiT.   397 

fodder,  sbortage.  India   S52 

pooltoy,  demand,  IlmKed,  England   697 

irfeM.  bl^  eflect  of  frel^t  rates.  Den- 
mrk   92 
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Ferris,  Jr.,  Cornelius  (consul,  Blue&elds), 

cattle,  raising,  Industry,  devdopment.  906 
coal,  demand  lacking,  wood  used  for 

fuel   333 

commercial  travelers,  regulations  affect- 
ing  471 

mahogany,  exports  to  United  States. ...  341 
rates,  mwat,  Increased,  from  New 

OrleaiB   llOB 

Fertllliers,  bone.  Imports,  statistics.  United 

States   1021 

supply  available,  Prlbllof  Island   738 

demand,  lacking,  France,  St.  Etienne...  1218 
opportunities,  American,  Santo  Do- 
mingo  187 

nitrate  taduatry,  effect  of  freight  ralae, 

Chile:.  .TT.   SU 

improvements,  Chile   018 

nitrate  of  soda,  production  and  exports, 

Chile   163 

peat,  homogen.  demand,  England   694 

utllliation,  England,  Manchester  8S3 
utilisation,  waste  lands,  England, 

Manchester   M3 

phospbate  rock,  demand  and  imports, 

Ireland  rT....  MO 

plant,  new,  established.  New  Zealand. . .  185 
potash,  exports  to  United  States,  Qer- 

many   705 

from  scour  liquors.  England   1173 

Oerman,  demand  for   53S 

search,  for.  In  brines.  United  States..  1103 
seaweeds,  utiluatlca,  for  commercial  use, 

Canada   773 

seelh,  for  tobacco,   indigo-iriBnt  by- 
product, India. ....   SOB 

situation.  United  States   30 

tobacco,  Indlgo-plant  by-product,  India. .  395 
Fibers,  barrels,  bagasse,  manufacture,  for 

sugar  ccmtalners,  Hawaii   084 

boxes,  experiments,  proposed,  Unuuay.  350 
straw-board,  possible  use,  Mexico...  640 
cloth,  jute,  demand,  and  opporttmltles, 

American,  Ecuador   13G8 

embira,  for  manufacture  of  ootA  and 

twine,  Brasll   436 

flax,  mill,  construction,  proposed,  Canada  411 

production  cost,  reciaoed,  Canada   611 

supply,  decree  ior  conserving.  United 

KSngdom   1011 

bemp-brald.  Industry,  growth,  and  ex- 
ports, statistics,  Japan   180 

trade,  recupMation,  Americans  aid, 

Japan   1090 

hemp,  cultivation,  extorts  and  Imports, 

statistics,  Oermanv.   154 

Oovemment Inspecnon,  Philippines.  241, 
659,09& 

production,  government  encourages, 

Philippines   7» 

benequin,  exports,   January,  Mexico, 

Prcereso   961 

indusn-y,  Brazil,  Pemambuco   656 

oondiUoos,  Bratii   364 

Oovemment  aid,  New  Zealand   158 

industry  and  trade,  opportunities,  Hon- 
duras  103* 

kapee,  Philippine,  utiltiatlon,  for  mat- 
tresses, Spain   639 

"malvabluica,"  new,  available,  Cuba..  716 
market  sought,  in  United  States,  Braiit.  763 

palm,  material  lot  cigar  boxes,  Cuba   93 

rope,  manlla,  test  reveals  defects,  United 

States   IIM 

tree.  Lb  Celba,  cotton,  Honduras   391 

utlliiation  in  textUe  Induatry,  Austria..  197 
Be*  *lm>  BaiB  and  bailing;  cotton- 
Fire  losses,  retail  business  dbtriot,  destroyed, 

Norway,  Barg«n   678 

Fireworks.  Ste  Explosives. 

Fish  and  flsberlea,  alewlfe,  industry,  Cbesa- 

penkfl  Bay,  United  States   641 

barrels,  demand,  Sweden   990 

Bureau   of    Fisheries,    wort:,  spring, 

Idanned,  United  States   1043 

cannery,  constnxrtlon  and  operation,  per- 
mit granted,  Aleutian  Islands   S3S 
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Fiih  and  flsherle!i,  catcfa,  Dec«mb«r,  statls- 

Ucs,  United  State')   195 

Scotland   533 

Statistics,  FebniaiT.  United  States..  1054 

JanuaiT,  UQlt«d  States   686 

l»15,  UnltedStatos   811 

eatch  and  value,  Januarv,  England  and 

Wales   867 

chant,  indnstrjr,  India   919 

concession,  grantod,  Urutruay   1181 

concessions,  sought,  by  fishermen,  Canada  445 
crabs,  canned,  trade  and  consumption, 

Franoe   170 

•us,   collections  increased,  statistics. 

United  Btatw   260 

distribution,  report,  Unit«d  States...  9S5 

salmon, collections,  United  States...  171 
.  species  and  number,  distribution. 

United  States   1093 

flsb,  cultural  operations,  new  record, 

United  States   964 

distribution,  report,  United  States...  98S 
exports  to  Br^fimd,  for  soldiers,  Can- 
ada  759 

for  Bn^lsh  nurlcflts,  Canada   37 

treeilng,  new  jwooess,  Dannurk,  Co- 

penhi^en   84 

species  and  number,  distribution. 

United  States   1093 

flsb  waste,  utilization,  by  American  plant, 

Canada   1366 

flsherles,  production,  value,  Canada   St3 

progress,  effect  of  transportation  tacll- 

itles,  Canada,  Brltlsb  Columbia...  405 

seal.kept  Inviolate  for  12y  ears.  Japan.  398 

value,  Canada,  British  Columbia   661 

volume  ol  reports,  publMed,  United 

States....!?...;..   136 

flsbcrmen,  halibut,  strike,  on  Pacific 

coast,  Canada   lOB 

flsh^^rt,  conditions,   Fntlce,  La  ^ 

haJIbut,  catch  and  industry,  Cuada   872 

hening,  catcb,  and  prices.  Increased,  effect 

of  war,  Netherlands   17S 

Industry  and  catch,  Netheriands   517 

and   exports,  statistics,  New- 

foundwnd   936 

and  packing,  Ntwfonndland   Sas 

kl^p«re(^^bulunry,  Canada,  BrlUsh  ^ 

license,  extension,  Canada,  British 

Columbia   277 

Industry,  Qovemmeat  aid.  China   43 

lobster,  canned,  exports  to  United  States, 
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morphia,  Caucasus   671 
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ForeigD  tnde  opportunities,  dinss  aadcheml- 

oab,  peroxide  of  tesd,  Tortugal —  786 

ptiannac«uttcal  goods,  Italy   1168 

^lannaceutical  products,  France.  544, 124(1 

Peru   1040 

Spain   144.1004,1005,1152 

pharmaceutical  specialties.  England.  560 

phannaccutlMl  supplieB.  Spain   33S 

potassiam  bronild«  and  ferrlcranid. 

United  Kingdom   11S2 

p^^o^B^^^^^^li^ats  of  soda, 

qtiin&M,  Caueaasiis   671 

rootStSpaln   1U2 

saasahVBtark,  United  Ktagdom.....  1006 

abaap  d^,  Soatb  Africa.  S44,iWl 

Allppny  ebn  t»rk,  United  Kingdom.  1006 

soda  ash.  Canada   702 

Denmark.  —  911 

sodlam  fluoride,  Swltiarland   864 

sodium  silicate,  Greece   301 

Soath  Africa   WO 

Spain  83S,1U3 

stock  remedies.  Soutli  Africa   864 

sulfdiate  ofalnminam,  Russia   1216 

sumbate  of  ammonia.  Far  East   1200 

SDlpbate  of  coppn,  Oreece   160 

Italy   735 

Portugal   640,720.848 

Spain   734,832,864 

supophosphate  of  lime,  Spain   815 

tanning  bark.  BrasO   431 

tannin  material.  Alcerfa   1008 

India.   335 

techno^liemtcal  articles.  Denmark..  1168 

thorium  nitrate,  England   832 

vaseline,  wbtt«.  Italy   330 

dyes  and  dyestufls,  campecbe  extract, 

Portugal   671 

colors,  cotton  mill,  India   1130 

Demnark.   1168 

dry,  for  inks.  Australia   93S 

Bpain   144.384,1104 

▼ecetable,    for  confectioneries, 

Spain   laao 

divi  dirl.  Venezuela   071 

dyes,  analine.  bhek,  Chile   671 

artlflclal.  India   1134 

Australia   1134 

dyeing  materials,  Venesuela   071 

dyestutft.  India   1120 

Japan   882 

Porttifral   502 

Indleo.  China.   112 

products,  drug  orcbemtcel,  as,  Portu- 
gal  671 

electrical  apparatus,  altemator,  S-phase, 

Bpafai   510 

Aiventina   1216 

batlerles,  dry.  United  Kingdom   1162 

hells,  electric   208 

India.   272 

bells  and  flttfngs.  England   11S4 

burglar  alarms,  Colombia   309 

cranking  dcTloe.  Switserland   448 

Denmark   16 

dynamo.  China   239 

fans,  France   112 

India   176 

generality  .let.  New  Zealand   368 

generators.  India   752 

household,  England   1184 

Bcotiand  (for  Far  East)   671 

India.   176,1134 

bistallatlon  material.  Portugal   6R7 

insulatfaig  materials.  England   1006 

Norway   944 

Italy  ."   676,848 

Japan   832 

keyboards,  desk   20S 

motOT-car  lighting,  Switzerland   448 

Portugal   687 

shade  carriers.  England   11S4 

sockets.  Franc*   112 

Swltierland   335 

Spain   64,112 

specialties,  United    States  (for 

ChfaM)   3S2 


Page. 

Fweign  trade  opportunities,  electrical  appa- 
ratus, suiniliea;  Denmaric   1073 

England   1184 

India.   287,1188 

Spafai   797 

switchboards,  Canada   666 

India.   752 

transformers,  India   762 

transmitter,  wireless.  Central  Amer- 

iCB   480 

switchboard.  New  Zealand   368 

United  States  (for  China)   352 

elevators,  electric,  passenger  and  fr^dit. 

India   7B2 

grahi,  Russia   696 

Band-power,  passenger  and  freight, 

India   732 

hydraulic,  passenger  and  freight, 

India  rrr.   7a2 

Spain   687 

suetkm,  France   128 

engineering  supplies,  Spain   320 

United  Kingdom   112 

iMdstnfIs,  cattle.  South  AtriOB   M4 

cottonseed  cake,  Denmark   720 

Cuba   160,431 

soya  cake,  Netherlands   404 

fertilisers,  materials,  Portugal   06 

South  Africa   544 

Spato   480 

snpmthosphates,  Spain   480 

fibers.  Brain  416,1(04,1134 

dilp  braids,  Jamn   1184 

caochtespartOtSpatn..^   lOOS 

hemp,  for  pver,  bland  PoMenkm..  192 

Java   3M 

hemp  braids,  Japan   1184 

Honduras   044 

Ixtle,  Uexlco   024 

Portugal   S03 

pok.  East  Indies   1184 

India   885 

Java   3W 

Mexico   832 

palm,  China   944 

pfassaba,  Braiil   1134 

pickers,  weaving,  rawfalde,  Spain   1248 

ropes,  coirand  manlIa,SouthAfrica.  USD 

tar,  Portugal   96 

Spato   720,944 

strawand  linings,  hat , South  America.  96 
vegetable,  "barba  de  pelo,"  Ven- 
esuela  871 

vegetable  tissue.  Java   399 

vulcanised.  England   1006 

yam,  tow,  Switserland   527 

fitters,  cotton,  Denmark   1152 

East  Africa   1024, 1184 

laboratory,  chemical,  India   480 

fish  and  fisheries.  Ashtaig  nets,  Bpato   1(06 

lobsters,  Oreece   304 

Spain   800 

salmon,  Cuba   736 

Spato   800 

sardtoes,  Spain   800 

shrimp,  canned,  Spain   576 

sponses,  England   510 

Peru   1040 

flags  and  banners,  buntings,  Argentina. . .  256 

flour,  Brosil   498,624,1005 

Cuba   431,735 

EastAfrieo   1040 

Greece   64,304,320 

Insular  Possession   800 

mill,  Spain   1072 

Norway   877,928 

Porto  Rico   593,784 

United  States   992 

Wheat,  BraiH   692 

foodstufh,  albumen,  dried,  China   112 

beans,  Argraitina   239 

Cube   160,431 

Oreece   304 

red  and  white.  Cuba   786 

biscuits.  East  Africa   576 

breakfast  fbods.  Spahi   1280 

canned  goods,  Australia   800,1168 

Coknnbla   404 
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VonlgB  trade  omortimltles.  foodstuffs,  can- 

neil  goods,  Detunark   SIO 

Insular  PosMssIoa   SOO 

Vnlud  State*   »2 

(MN^,  prepared,  Spftin   1280 

Bomb  AMc»   644 

Unitod  Statw   993 

dUi^peBs,  Cuba   til 

«o<»  twans,  (^nads   734 

cooM  batter,  Canada   734 

flodflsb.  BlMfl   592 

Cuba  «IB,734 

corn  meal,  Cuba   431 

mdters,  Spain   1380 

Dutch  Guiana   832 

flab,  dried,  Cuba   160.431 

preswTwl,  AustnOla   1168 

treafi.  dried,  and  presemd,  Argcn- 

ttea   510 

groceries,  Arf»nttna   230,328 

Australia   800,116 

CUitral  America   Z72 

Chile   882 

Chile  and  Costa  Bin..   S7A 

Cnha   735 

Denmark   610 

Mexico   1200 

Sooth  AMca   800,864 

Vmemela  fl»,1073 

macaroni,  India...  076 

Mexico   1216 

patent,  CbOdren's  India   384 

peas,  Cuba  4S1,73S 

potatoea,  Argnttlna.   380 

Ctihn...Tr7.  Ifl0,481>734 

Soitth  Amtrlca   B7 

pnaerroB,  Colombia   464 

Cuba  160,431 

proTistons,  canned  and  bottled.  Far 

East   544 

India   544 

preewred,  India   1073 

aUpe,  Braiit   002 

FattagMse  West  Africa   1348 

8mlB...T.   m 

V^uebt   900,1073 

riee,A^Una..   380 

Brazil   003 

Cnha   431,785 

Greece   304 

Idaot,  eonstnictlon,  Peru   480 

m>Rleo  502,784 

Sooth  AMca   800 

Spain  ...  800 

sanoe8,AmtnllB.'.I.".l   1168 

sbea  butter,  Africa   1184 

Sooth  Afrin   804 

Spain  800,1216 

Swltierland   735 

t^loca,Jav»   900 

vegetable  extracts,  Xorway   1380 

vermicelli.  India   076 

trait,  a.m]t6,  Cuba   735 

South  America   384 

Biaiq   208,707 

canned,  in  sirup,  India   835 

Porto  Bko   784 

dates,  Algeria   im 

dried,  A^eotlna   002 

QdUorala,  Argentina   320 

Denmark   510 

United  States   093 

drjandfresh,  Spain   800 

diTlng  apparatus,  Oreat  Britain   123 

drying  device.  Bolivia   634 

FarE^   1333 

flgB,  Algeria   1005 

Iresh,  Calilamla,  and  evaporated, 

Netherlands   527 

dried,  and  preserved,  Argffiitina  239,510 

United  States   093 

grape  piHnace,  Italy   593 

myrobolara,  India   1024 

Netherlands   510 

oranges,  Denmark   510 

South  Africa   800 

fuel,  ciiarooal,  Venezuela   671 
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Foreign  trade  opportunities,  furniture,  bed- 
steads, South  Amn-lca   319 

benches,  school,  Brazil   387 

chairs,  bentwood,  T.ast  Africa   037 

cots,  South  Amwica   103 

desks,  school.  Br&til   307 

Colombia   1380 

writing,  Spatti,   381 

Oltag  cabinets.  lam   607 

household,  Haiti   1315 

South  Africa   353,1130 

India   M 

metal,  India   768 

metallic,  Italy   IB 

SwifzecUud   06 

Mexico   1300 

office,  South  Africa   353,1130 

Spain   448 

reed.  East  Africa   1091 

South  Africa   MW 

Sweden     lOH 

tables,  stools,  etc.,  Italy   113 

u^olstery  webbing  and  apringa, 

England   IB 

wardrobes,  Spain   730 

gas  and  electric  nxtures,  electric,  house- 
hold, England   670 

Fiuce   734 

mantles,  gas,  Canada  ..-  815 

Incandesceot,  and  brass  fit- 
ting, India,  Calcutta   S3 

glass  and  glassware,  ban,  towel,  Canada..  1000 

bottles   06 

cognac,  Oreeee   668 

East  Africa.   1U8 

England   1300 

Italy   M8 

Norway   877 

pMfumery,  France....   544 

thermos,  Spain   730 

United  kingdom   OSS 

bolba,  electric  Il^t,  France.   113 

Netbarlands   863 

electric  pocket  lamp.  France   734 

pocket  lamp,  United  Kingdom..  11S3 

crueta,  Imitation  cut-glass,  Canada. . .  406 

demijohns,  Colombia   868 

flasks,  Ecoador.   OU 

spirit,  England   1200 

glaM,  ut,  New  Zealand   *a 

Chile.   IW3 

Morocco   laog 

photo  dry  plate,  India   3ra 

plate,  Ai^entlna   404 

China   38* 

colored,  and  window.  Far 

East   J» 

South  Africa   1000 

Spain   464 

plate  and  window,  Cuba   480 

India   784 

prismatic  •   308 

stained  or  colored,  Colombls   671 

window,  Chile   lOT 

Fiance   13« 

Greece   830 

India  3«9,«a4 

Japan   S83 

M^ltemnean.   040 

United  SUtes   862 

glasses,  crystal  and  plafai,  Ecoador..  M4 

iiidia   una 

^assware,  Argentina   KO 

blown,  Spain   SSO 

Coloml^   lOM 

Cuba   480,1218 

electrical,  India,  Calcutta   33 

Far  East   13S3 

Inidlar!....:   100,300,03* 

Mediterraiwan   640 

Mexico   UOO 

South  Africa   800,1000 

Spain  11%«I 

table,  Canada   784 

Netherlands   308 

United  Kiiigd(»n   640,808 

globes,  lamp,  Mexico   500 
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FonlgD  trade  opportnnlUes,  glass  and  glass- 

ware,  eoblets,  hotal,  Eusland   1300 

tara.  East  Afrlc*   1162 

jam,  Italy   W8 

lunp  chimneys,  Atiica   510 

Trance   1120 

Unlt»d  Kingdom   6S6 

leosAs^leotrlc  pocket  lamp,  United 

Kingdom;   33S 

pockef  lamp,  France   734 

magnifying  glasses,  Spain   464 

mirrors.  Cuba   480 

small,  East  Africa   537 

tubes,  Brull   607 

capillary,  Russia   1153 

wire  fUament,  Uexico   SW 

tumblars,  hotel,  England   1300 

ghie,  Canada   1184 

pastes,  Canada   11S4 

gntin,  barley,  Greece   304 

malting,  Switzerland   911 

cereal  pro^cts,  Swltiarland   611 

com,  Portugal   494 

Cuba   160,431 

Denmark   720 

oats,  Swltierland   511 

wheat,  Portugal   464 

Switzerland   060 

hair  and  hair  goods,  hair,  camel's,  India. .  762 

shoe  insole,  Norway   1280 

twisted,  Chile   239 

harbors  and  docks,  dock,  graving,  coo- 

structlon,  Cidombia   1200 

hardware  and  cutlery,  casten,  pianoforte, 

Italy..!   112 

Switzerland   96 

ooeks,  India   816 

cutlery,  Africa   406 

Argentina   1184 

Indto   992 

Russia   692 

steel,  Russia   960 

table.  South  America   192 

East  Africa   679 

flies,  Norway   190 

Russia   1162,1168 

Sooth  Africa   1162 

Ouatemala   1072 

hammers.  South  Africa   1182 

bandies,  babv^srrlage,  Canada   634 

brass,  fllmg  cabinet,  France   634 

hardware,  Argentina   356,902 

Australia   784 

building,  Argentina   720 

builders',  China   112 

builders  and  general,  Australia. .  372 

Central  America   273 

Colombia   464,611,671 

Cuba   736 

Denmark   1198 

East  Africa   560,692,1168 

England   676 

Far  East   256,611,1333 

France   862 

household,  Spain   320 

India   33,160,416,448,560,734 

Mexico   1200,1319 

NMbarUndS   431 

Netbsriands  and  East  Indies ....  510 

Portugal   762 

ships',  and  fltthigs,  South  Africa.  1130 

South  AMca   1006 

South  America   384 

Spain  830,966,720 

Sweden   911 

United  Kingdom   373,939,1066 

United  States  (lor  China)   362 

Venezuela   160,990 

hinges,  Argentina   790 

nandles,  locks,  door,  etc.,  Italy..  112 

Switzerland   06 

India   1184 

Japan   883 

kntves,  Caucasus   1233 

pocket,  Siberia   537 

Booth  AMea   1006 

SpalD   790 
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Foreign  trade  opportunities,  hardware  and 
cutlery,  knives  or  blades,  wood- 
planing  macbloe,  Boutb  Anterlca..  64 

locks,  Argentina   720 

Australia   372 

Siberia   527 

Spain   790 

meat  picks,  Spain   720 

nails,  thlna   384 

En^and   1134 

shoe,  France   1120 

Mexico   1056 

New  Zealand   272 

wlra.China   113 

England   330 

Ouatemala   1168 

India   899,884,734 

Japan   833 

United  ^ngdom   627 

wire  and  Iron,  Central  America. .  373 

nozzles,  hose,  Spain   431 

padlocks,  Argentina   730 

picks,  South  Africa   833 

pliers,  tor  cutting  piano  ends,  Frasn  U3 

South  Africa   11S9 

razws,  Caucasus   1233 

Japan   833 

safety,  Spain   1300 

United  Kingdom   660 

Siberia   527 

Spain   730 

razor  blades,  safety,  Spain   UOO 

saws,  hand,  Russia   1168 

scissOTs,  Caucasus   1233 

England     800 

for  pocket  knives,  Emdand   431 

Greece   431 

Spain   144,730,1104 

screws,  Argentina   730 

Ironwood,  United  Kingdom. 644 

iron  and  brass  wood,  India   660 

nails,  etc.,  France   33 

screw  drivers.  South  Africa   1152 

shears,  Caucasus   1233 

shoves,  S<Hitb  AMda   832 

Spain   112,560 

staples,  India   784 

tacks,  shoe,  Mexico   1086 

wrenches.  South  Africa   1152 

heating  systems,  apparatus,  house  add 

hotel,  Spain   687 

electric.  South  America   199 

gas,  France   784 

gas  water,  Norway   144 

hot  water,  South  America   640 

Italy   48 

oil.  South  America   192 

Spahi   730 

hides  and  skins,  astrskfaans,  Imttation, 

Spain  '  "..""„  .777.  1134 

hides,  Brazil   1134 

Greece   1094 

Java   899 

leather,  Ai^^tina   883 

artlflclal,  Spain   144 

boxcalf,  Greece  .s   820 

Caucasus   1332 

Chile  and  Costa  Rica   576 

Denmark   976 

finished  and  sole,  Greece   320 

Norway   902 

Pmittal   762 

shoe,  Mexico   1066 

Near  East   1248 

N«way   1168 

Spain   144,669,1280 

upholstery.  South  Africa   839 

Spain   119 

upper.  Central  America   273 

N(wway   028 

salted,  Algeria   1006 

horticulture,  Journals,  New  Zealand   82 

hotels,  kitchen  snppllee,  Canada   671 

sanitary  Roods,  Norway   68 

hooaefurDlsbuu  goods,  alumlnnm  ware, 

Indlarr........   m 

Aignttna   940,944 
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FonlCBtnde  opporttmltfaa,  bousefnmlabfiig 

goods,  carpeu,  OiMM   304 

Inaia.   1332 

South  America   193 

carpet  materials,  England  (Belgian 

in)   353 

clothespins,  United  Kingdom   1072 

cooking  apparatus,  SooUi  America. .  193 

draperies,  Canada   64 

draperr,  Egjpt   1005 

eiamefra  ware,  Australia   273 

EastAbica.   978 

India.   1184 

Netherlands  imd  East  Indies. ...  810 

South  Africa   lOOS 

United  Ktngdom   640 

Veneiuela   IW 

gpar  sifters,  East  AMcft   1188 

Franoe   734 

lroiu.deotrle,Ea8tAMea   1034 

IdtdMDUtcmUs   98 

Canada.   IKS 

Caucasus   1232 

South  America   192 

Spain   144,720,1005,1104 

kitt^en  ware,  Australia   t73 

enameled,  Spain.   112 

Spain   834 

meat  choppers.  East  Africa   1168 

India   MO 

mops,  pollshlne.  United  Kingdom. . .  560 

mop  heads,  cotum,  Canada   0B2 

mop  n-rlngeis,  Catuda.   992 

Norway   330 

palls,  sanitary.  South  Africa   ft4 

rugs,  China.   113 

South  America   193 

Scotland.  (For  Far  East).   871 

spoons,  table,  aluminum,  Norwar...  193 

strainers,  tea.  East  Africa   1188 

supplies,  Mexico   1300 

tinware,  Switurlsnd   goO 

utensils,  Argentina   902 

vacuum  cleaners ,  electric,  England . .  1184 

band,  Norway   980 

woodenware,  South  Africa.   1005 

Insects  and  pests,  traps,  rat,  BrasH   1135 

Insorance,  fire,  HoDdonw   480 

Portugal   938 

SwitMTland   944 

Iroo  and  steel,  axles,  steel,  Spain   206 

balls  tor  bearings,  steel,  Italy   607 

barrels,  steel,  Italy   144 

bars,lTon,  East  Indies.   IIH 

Guatemala   1072 

Portugal   287 

steel.  Central  America   273 

beams,  Spain   308 

bolts,  Africa   4S6 

Argentina   720 

expansion,  Mediterranean   96 

France   32 

India   7»4 

cables,  steel,  Spain   372 

tntdsreronnd,  Norway.   877 

cans,  steel,  milk  and  craam,  SoiUh 

Africa  :   800 

dialns,  dog,  India   S60 

chimneys,  steel,  India   815 

cmclbles,  Norway   48 

fixtures,  for  office  chairs,  Italy   113 

Switierland   96 

flaes,  boiler,  Mexico   1216 

frames,  iroo.  East  Indies   1184 

boops.  Iron,  Finland   1200 

forcasks,  Portugal   128 

Portogal   976 

India.   993 

Iron,  cornice  work,  Spain   480 

corrugated.  East  Indies   IIM 

galranlied.  Guatemala   1072 

galvanised,  ClUna   384 

materials,  India   399 

pig,  Spain   856 

scrap,  and  slieets,  galvanlud, 

China   113 

sheet.  Central  America   273 

Spain   «M 
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Foreign  trade  opportunities,  iron  and  steel, 

Ironmongery.  Spam   1318 

ironwork,  (umlture,  Spain   730 

molds.steel.concrete  pipe,  Uruguay.  7W 

nuts,  Argentina   730 

India.   734 

plates,  die-draw.  United  States  (for 

export  to  Japan)   331 

poles,  iron,  Norway   1184 

posts,  water  supply,  Umguay   7SS 

products,  Argentina   388 

steel,  SwedMt   1034 

raUs.steel,  Portugal   387 

sashes,  steel,  India   7Si 

steel,  construction.  New  Zealand   373 

andsteel  rods,  round  and  square, 

China   112 

Far  East   1333 

soft,  for  tleht  cooperage,  CbUe. . .  64 

structural,  Portugal   083 

tool,  In  bars,  Portugal   892 

Switcerland   399 

steel  cylinders,  Norway   48 

steel  concrete  rehiforcements,  Spain. .  480 

strips,  iron,  Finland   1300 

swords,  steel,  Spain   HO 

tires,  steel,  Central  America   373 

tires,  steel,  locomotive,  Portugal   1006 

tubes,  weldless,  steel,  Italy   607 

Ivory,  ChUe   1381 

boms,  Brazil   490 

cattle,  Chile   383 

vegetable,  Brasil   687 

Jewelry,  boxes,  Spain   1073 

BrasU   e07 

brooches,  Argentina   848 

case  parts,  Spain   1310 

chains.  Spain   1073 

docks,  alarm,  Argentina   1184 

auto,  electric,  aoA  watcb- 

mui's,  Italy   730 

East  Africa    878 

eight^y,  United  Kbigdom   380 

electric...  :.   308 

Siberia   1006 

South  Africa   176 

South  America   192 

town,  Dominican  Republic   784 

United  Kingdom   640 

clocks  and  clock  movements,  United 

Kingdom   818 

clock  mat«rial  and  parts,  East  Africa.  1134 

crosses,  Spain   1072 

East  Africa   1134 

fancy,  England   464 

Imitation,  East  Africa  978,1183 

India   003 

lockets,  Spain   1073 

necklaces,  Spain   1072 

flated,  Spain   113 

ortugal   448 

nngs,  gold  plated,  Honduras   48 

Spain   730,1073,1300 

stick  pins,  cheep,  Japan   8tt 

Spain   1073 

United  Kingdom   UGS 

watches,  Argentina   1184 

East  Afflca   978 

fancy,  India   373 

Siberia   1006 

Spain   64 

watch  material  and  parts,  East  Africa  1184 
knitting  and  knit  goods,  bathing  snha, 

knitted  wool,  South  Africa   178 

knit  ioods,  Australia   1104 

Caucasus   1333 

England   96 

France   273,848 

Spafai   m 

luderwear.  East  Africa   083 

knitted,  Venezuela   16 

lace  and  embroideries,  embroideries,  sOk, 

Japan  ,   898 

lace,  elastic,  Netheriands   4U 

laundries  and  supplies,  maChlnerr,  Bart 

Africa   1H8 

starch,  Chile.   1088 
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FonlgD  trade  opportunities,  le&tber  goods, 

Ai^nttaa  M0,M4 

bdting,  C«Dtral  Anurlc*   273 

Denmark   230 

Russia   176 

SpaiD   ese 

belts,  Cuba  ,   67e 

cloth,  top,  babT-OHTlBge,  Canada   634 

flodiugs,  Spain   830 

Oreoce   304 

hand  bags,  Caucasus   1233 

women's,  Australia   7S4 

leather,  Imitation,  Norway   176 

Imitation,  Portonl   H 

South  Africa   382 

Spain   144 

Sweden   1040 

pocketboolcs,  Caucasus   1233 

purses,  Caucasus   1232 

Spain   720 

straps,  boot,  Spain   720 

lights  and  lighting  accessories,  India   287 

bumera,  gas,  Incandescent  luTertad, 

India,  Calcutta   32 

kerosene-lamp,  Denmark   16 

oandhs,  Africa   1007 

Argentina   23ft 

carbon  filaments.  Incandescent  lamp, 

Mexico   660 

electric,  accessories,  Nethniiands   3SS 

system,  China   280 

tungsten  metal  Blament,  Nether* 

lands   362 

Ignition  device,  Switzerland   448 

lamps,  Africa   ftlO 

Dlcjdes,  Unlt«d  States   660 

carriage,  E^st  Africa   1168 

electric,  England   1005 

Incandescent,  France   9S8 

metal  filament,  India   297 

pocket,  East  Africa   527 

Incandescent,  India  416,763 

India   272 

tail,  for  vehicles,  United  States..  1152 

lamp  ware,  Australia   272 

lanterns,  Netherlands   610 

Northern  Africa   544 

Utters,  Siberia   527 

lighting  device,  SwIUorland   44S 

lights,  leaded,  church,  temples,  and 

public  buildings,  India   752 

linen  and  linen  goods,  linens,  printed. 

South  Africa   1120 

tailor's,  Spain   144,1104 

thread,  linen,  shoe,  Netherlands   511 

sewing,   crocheting,  and  laoa- 

maklnfr,  Greece   431 

yani,  linen,  Switeerland   527 

Netherlands   208 

Un oleums  and  oilcloths,  linoleoms.  South 

Africa   1120 

South  America   192 

ofioloths.  United  Kitucdom   734 

lumber  and  tlmbw  products,  blade- 
boards,  Brazil   287 

boxes,  paint,  Spain   266 

cane,  Argentina   720 

oaska,  wooden,  England   911 

egg  boxes,  wooden,  South  Africa ....  1006 

hardwoods,  Brazil   1104 

hoops,  embrbldeiT,  Canada   1104 

wooden,  Eng&iid   911 

lumber,  Canada   784 

Bpabi   208 

mabMany  blocks,  8««den   734 

oars,  South  Africa   1120 

pegs,  wooden,  for  shoes,  Switzerland.  692 

platforms,  Brazil   287 

sawmills,    tractor    wood- working, 

China   448 

shocks,  box.  West  Indies   362 

staves,  oak.  Now  Zealand   1232 

wooden,  England   911 

stepladders,  East  Africa   1168 

taiuiln,  Brazil   1 12 

teat  poles,  Near  East   352 

timber,  Santo  Domingo   416 
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Foreign  trade  opportunities,  lumber  and 
timber   products,   toilet  seats, 

children's,  Canada   092 

veneers,  Canada   448 

washboards,  England   1120 

machines  and  machinery,  apparatus, 
caustic  soda  and  chlorine  gas  by 

electrolytlcal  process,  Spain   624 

Argentina   416 

automatic,  Switzerland   160,960 

a  u  tomo  b  i  1  e -ma  k  ine,  mlniattire. 

United  Ktaidom   3SB 

ball  bearings,  Deomark   239 

Spain   877 

steel,  Argentina   640 

bending,  Canada   1056 

bleaching,  India   480 

block-mainng,  cement  budding,  Xng> 

land   1184 

blood-drying,  Coknttbla   3S6 

boiler,  Canada   660 

India   480 

steam,  Spain   510 

water-tulie,  China   239 

bolt-making,  Nonray   1152 

boring,  Canada   1056 

bottling,  France   1120 

box-making,  wooden,  Chile   1024 

bread-makhig,  East  AMca   1040 

l»«wery,  Africa   1304 

Netherlands   480 

brick-making,  Bolivia   9U 

bronzing,  Norway   844 

brush-making,  Canada   1189 

bung-making,  United  XJninlom   48 

button-making,  peaii,  South  America  1316 

Peru   877 

Venezuela   1280 

cacao  and  cacao  driers,  Peru   20B 

cannon-makhig,  United  Kingdom. ..  309 

carding,  Chile   671 

cotton,  Chile   1200 

Cassava slarch-makfng,  PortoRloo..  815 
casting  small  metal  articles,  United 

Kingdom   890 

cement-making,  Sp^   687 

Central  America   372 

centrifugals,  sugar,  Brazil   784 

elder-making,  and  fniit-drylng.  Great 

Britain   138 

Cigarette,  France  ;  868 

Honduras   192 

cleaning,  cotton,  Chile   871 

cloth-makhig,  black  cotton,  Chile....  071 

coal  mining,  China   448 

cocoa-drying,  .Africa   498 

coffee.  Central  America   272 

coffee  mills,  hand,  East  Africa   607 

India   560 

Spain   720 

cold  storage,  plant,  France   144 

color-making,  India   480 

comb-making,  Peru   877 

compressors,  air.  Norway   877 

condenser,  surfiwe,  Chfa»   288 

container-making,  paper  cfear,  Vot- 

way   844 

conveying  and  lifting,  Venouiela   113 

cooperage.  Venezuela   176 

copper  mining,  China   448 

cork  Industry,  Portugal    687 

cottm,  absorbent,  Greece   308 

cracker,  sweet ,  St»1n   178 

cutters,  Spain   1130 

cutting,  cardboard.  United  Statte...  1056 

dalryTBoUvia   815 

France   WOt 

India   687 

decorticating.  Jamaica   848 

dLstllllng,  Bolivia   624 

drill  hammers,  Norway,   877 

drilling,  artesian  well, Bolivia   624 

Norway   877 

drills,  Spain   687 

twist,  Norway   160 

duplicators,  India   007 

duplicators  and  supiflliS,  Runla.   900 

dyeing,  India   480 
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ToidEn  trade  oppsrtanltles,  macblDM  end 
nuebiBerj,  egr-yolk  powder^mak- 

Ine  China   73S 

E^pt.   IIM 

•Iw&iCSuln  087,1034 

•lKbSd.ito^,  Italy   m 

India.   757 

«lerBtar,  Spabi   «S7 

•mbctddw;,  India   1024 

•mbroidery-making,  AnsnUna   848 

•mtry,  crushing  and  graidlng,  Not^ 

way   « 

«i«faMB,  BoltyJa   7B 

fln,  Spain   48 

UidMd  KlDgdom  -L.—  308 

gas,  Colombia   3W 

KasoUne,  Canada   363 

England   024 

India   480 

kmaeoa  and  eaaollne,  Uulwd 

Statas  (for  Chfca)   3*2 

kvosace  end  oU,  South  Atrica...  800 

nurlDB  and  statHDvy,  Panama..  8S4 

ea,Fmm   «l 

ftatlooaryjndla   753 

ndpracating,  China   230 

staam,  Anaulna   1210 

India   816 

vertical  st«km,Bpala.   910 

OKfaMs  and  eqolpmBit,  Scotland  (for 

Far  East)   071 

eogiiies  and  pumps,  combbiad,  India.  TSa 

•ngiavlng,  Switurland   287 

cnnloEW-maldng,  Spain   902 

bna,  clockwork  cr  oil  motor,  India. .  273 

Par^aat   1232 

fastener,  sbw-buttan.  metal,  Spain..  160 

UMT.Pem  -^vv"  «8 

sisal,  extracting  and  bnishing, 

CnlMd  States   734 

Sie-lldittDcappsiatas,  Chile   970 

Bsb   fertlfistt   end  flour-making, 

Siberia   Ml 

floor  mill,  Bolivia   024 

brewery,  and  tnrbfaiM,  Chile   64 

floor  milling,  India   81S 

truH-drrtag  davlee,  B<dlvla   024 

gnet^fag,  eiictrlc.  Bcdfvla   m 

saoond-lnod,  France   1000 

SfeMRttttng,  Cuba   480 

Greece   208 

grinder,  emery,  Norway   908 

grtndhig,  India   815 

erlDdlng  snd  palp,  combinatkM, 

Sraln   810 

haindn-making,  Clille   1040 

hat-making,  straw,  Sootti  America...  00 
heel-idate-making,  crescent  shape, 

Eiwlaod  (lor  Australia)   671 

Honduras   044 

horn-maUng.  United  Kingdom   300 

hose  reels,  Cliile   070 

hydro^eetrie.  India   707 

Indrsulie,  India   782 

l»maklDS.Bndl   ^4 

iBe,East  jUHea   WO 

todla.  V   "84 

bKtallatioas,  for  handunc  malt,  Chile  64 

iron  snd  steel  working,  Esdla.   707 

ttrigatloD,  Scotland   071 

JU^lTT.   48 

knifft-deaning.  South  Anurfea   193 

knHting,  BratO   1130 

C<dombia   464 

East  Atrfca   U34, 1153 

hosiery  sod  underwear,  band, 

B^Tla   287 

India  410.087 

Russia   1168 

Spain   624 

Swhaerland   960 

labal-prtnUng,  Spain   938 

lai»nialclnK,  Argenttna   848 

shoe.  KethertaiMh   060 

lamp-making,  ineandesont  electric, 

llSxtoo.!:::   660 

lard-eanntaig,  BoUvla   816 

latlwi.  Spain  308.087 

laoBdry.'RwtArrlea.   lUQ 

iMd-pvidl-niakfng,  Spatai   024 
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Foreign  trade  oppsrtunlties,  machines  and 
maetiinery,  tight-making.  Incandes- 
cent fllecmc,  Spain   938 

machbes  and  parts,  Denmark   784 

mannalade,  Italy   170 

match-making,  paper.  United  States.  lOH 

Switrerland.   000 

mest-cuttii^,  Russia   8M 

meobanical  armUancas,  Spain   64 

MeKloo   1210 

miUing,  univarsal,  Norway   877 

mining.  Braill   610 

England  (for  South  Africa)   1040 

France   363 

Spain   404 

needle-maUng,  India   804 

net-making,  cotton  fishing,  and  ao- 

oessorles,  Portugal   093 

flsh,  Portugal   707 

Norway   877 

nat-mulng,  Norway   1163 

oil-making,  coconut,  India   1000 

cottonseed.  South  America   1000 

oil-pressing.  Belgium   1233 

pacVlng,  asbestos,  Spidn   044 

en^e,  South  Africa   1130 

materials,  Qaatemala   1007 

parts,  sewing-machine,  India   1024 

peanut  cultivating  and  product, 

Peru   aOB 

pelton  wheels,  Bolivia   891 

pencil-making,  India   707,938 

Venasoela   1130 

photo^^lo,  plate  and  vttput  coat-  ^ 

pIpo-maUngt'oNDeiu  drBfai,"GaAi^ 

AmerieiL:!   1948 

planing,  Canada   logo 

plantation,  Ouatomala.   1073 

plating  apparatus,  NorwMr.   48 

poultry  leg-band  making,  Oanada....  1040 

power  plant,  Canada   660 

pnsses,  briquet,  Veoesuala   1130 

vns»,  power,  Onatemala   1304 

pressing  plant,  bvlt,FortoRlao   800 

'  iting,  France   SS2 

In^   480,806, 1072 

Spain   480 

Switserland   287 

pun^^,  Panama   864 

waterworks  and  sewage,  India. . .  763 

pumps,  beer,  Franca   1130 

centrUogal,  Amtalia,  Sydney. . .  139 

Colom^.   309 

band  and  steam,  Central  Amer- 
ica   372 

India.   448,800 

Hexioo   1300 

New  Zealand,  Anrtland   448 

Russia   lUS 

Scotland  (Ibr  Far  East)   071 

Spain   1034 

steam,  Urogoay   735 

turbine,  India   763 

United  States  (for  China)   362 

water,  insular  pomeskms.   103 

United  States   138 

water-feed,  Spain   510 

pumps  and  ennnes,  combined,  India  7S2 
railway-car-making.   United  King- 
dom  300 

rams,  Colombte   399 

reamers,  Spain   IIW 

retrl^tiog,  Scotland  <for  Fn  East)  071 

riceTBraEll   256 

Peru   480 

rlce-builine.  Far  East   431 

rice-mill,  French  Indo-Chioa.   527 

rlce-mllllng,  Scotland  (for  Far  Bast).  671 

rivet-making,  Norwav   IVIS 

road-making,  Argentina   380 

rope-makinK,  Porto  Rico   816 

rubber-article-making,  Italy   800 

saw,  crosscut,  United  States   138 

sawdust,  Chile   U 

sawmill,  BoUvia.   034 

BratU   1130 

China   *» 

Uwdeo   1300 
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Yonlga  trade  opportunities,  machines  and 
machinery,  saws,  hand  and  ma- 
chine, Spain   tiao 

MBllng,  Kummed-tape,  England   510 

Hwiog  machines,  Canada   64 

France   7M 

for  Madagascar   192 

India   1168 

Russia   1168 

South  America   192 

sheep-cllpplng  apparatus,  Bolivia   753 

shlngle-maklng,  cement,  Belgium....  t006 

sboe,  Mexico   1050 

shoe-makiDK,  Spain   12S0 

Swltwrland   960 

shiM-tack-maklng,  Portugal   944 

shuttles,  tatting.  Canada   1104 

•tenatlng,  automatic.  Interlocking, 

India   752 

sllk-making,  Switzerland   900 

snap  fastener,  Spain   144 

Boap-maklns,  India   480 

soda  fountoms,  India   1040 

Spain  33l),3S4,610,656,iai6 

spiimlng,  Colombia   399 

stamping,  metal,  BnuU   1104 

stave  and  heading,  Chile   04 

ataom  hammers,  Spain   687 

insar,  Bradl   784 

Central  America   272 

France   490 

UexiDO   1200 

Peru   480 

BOgar-mill,  Panama   864 

surgical  dressing,  Greece   208 

Sweden   1024 

BwltMrload   960 

tertUe,  Fiance  353,640 

lodla   480 

thread-making,  cotton,  and  accesso- 
ries, Portu{^   992 

Switiertond   960 

tile-maklnc,  cement,  Belgium   1006 

hoUow,  China   753 

roof,  BoIiTia   634 

tUe  and  mosaic,  Cuba   160 

turbines,  Bolivia   624 

steam,  oomplete,  Canada   050 

steam  and  water,  Spain   1024 

typeaettlng,  Spain   480 

^ves,  Norway   1104 

Uruguay   735 

venaer  diylng,  Cuioda   448 

mteT'Works,  Argeatlna,  Sonta  Fe...  087 

WMVlng,  Colombia   399 

fiber,  United  States   734 

straw  hat,  Brarll   687 

wlnd-mlUs,  double-geared,  South  Af- 
rica  800 

for  produchug  electrical  energy, 

Portugal   087 

wire-cutting,  Veneiuela   864 

wire  and  cable  making,  Denmark....  48 

woodworking,  India   480.767 

Netherlands   4S0 

Venemela   176 

workshop.  Spain   464 

Torn-maklog,  Colombia   611 

matches,  Porto  Rico   784 

meats,  and  meat  products,  bacon,  India. .  976 

Spate   896 

beel,  Cuba   784 

bones,  BraiU   496 

oomed  beef.  South  Alrica   800 

bt,  Greece   304 

hams,  Cuba   735 

India   970 

tordjtaly   848 

Porto  Rico   693 

sore,  and  substitutes,  Cuba   735 

Spain   877 

flwltxerland   735 

meats,  canned,  India   976 

Italy   S48 

canned  and  refrigerated,  SwitEor- 

land   960 

•xtracts  and  sauces,  Swlturlaad.  HO 
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•Foreign  trade  apportunltles,  meats,and  meat 

Eroducts,  pacUng-hoosa  prodocts, 

hlle  .„  ,  833 

pork,  Cuba   734 

salt,  Cuba   431 

Spain   877 

pork  products,  Porto  Rico   784 

sausages,  Spoin   896 

sausage  casings,  Cliina   1I3 

Russia   V3» 

aolted,  Chile   239 

Spain   890 

medical  and  surgical  supplies,  cUnlcal 

supplies,  Spain   335 

dental  suppllea,  FortumI   416 

dentists'  supplies,  Chile  and  Costa 

Rica   570 

lint,  Australia   877 

orthopedic  supplies,  Spain   335,  lOOS 

surgical  InMrumenU,  India   720 

Russia   1152 

surgical  Instruments  and  supplies, 

British  Guiana   16 

trusses,  Tunis   431 

metals  and  minerals,  agate,  cot,  Canada. .  040 

United  States   362 

aluminum,  bronze,  Bratll   272 

plates,  Spain'.   353 

products,  Argentina   1216 

tubes,  sheets,  and  bars,  Spain. . .  404 
antimony,   sulphates  and  oxides, 

BoUvlB   767 

antimony  wee,  Bolivia   664 

asbestos,  India   287,399,848 

asphalt,  Venezuela   Il3fi 

brass,  fittings,  baby-carriage,  Can- 
ada  024 

goods,  Colombia   611 

sheet,  Spain   815 

bronze  powden,  colored,  Swltur- 

land   410 

cables,  copper  and  aluminttm,  Spain.  1024 

caps,  lotnp,  Uexloo   600 

cerium,  Etigland   833 

chrome,  India   399 

container  parts,  metal,  Spain   1316 

copper,  electrDlytlcal,.NetherlandB...  736 

Greece   734 

In  litgots,  Denmark   976 

Spain   464 

Switzerland   448 

copper,  plates,  erwravers',  Swltser- 

land  

rods,  Portugal   592 

tops,  for  lamps,  France   1120 

copper  and  nickel,  China   112 

emery,  lumps,  Norway   48 

gold,  bronze,  aluminum,  and  Imita- 
tion, Switzerland   41G 

graphite,  India   848 

penc-il,  Russia   804 

gypsum,  Russia   864 

kaolin,  Brazil   610,511 

lead,  pig,  soft,  Denmark   97G 

red,  Insular  Possession   800 

Russia   $01 

silver  and  copper,  Portugal   64 

magnesium,  Chile   1233 

manganese,  India   399 

metal  fittings,  women's  stocking  sup- 
porter, England   960 

metal  windows  and  casements,  In< 

dia   752 

metallui^cal  products,  France   644 

mica,  Brazil   611,1006,1024 

India   848 

Russia   m 

molybdenum,  Chile   1232 

ocher,  Brazil   511 

red  and  yelbw,  India   399 

pans,  sugar  vacuum,  Brazil   7S4 

plumbago  crucibles,  Canada   464 

pyrolusfte,  India   399 

red  earth  (terra  roxa)  Brazil   511 

salt,  Brazil   1(K4 

sheets,  corrugated,  China   384 

smell«rs,  zinc,  Catiada   1162 
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Tonlgn  tnde  opportonltlH,  nwtab  and 

nlnwals,  soldw,  OiMoe  

Bpsln   41 

SwlUerlaod   me 

stdphor,  PntncaL   848 

SwittMTbud   448 

taatalUe,  India   3M 

Ud,  Bolivia.   7B7 

Greece.   734 

Spain   4M 

with  colo^iatu,  Swltserhmd.   1216 

Un,  ban,  Fort^   3S7 

IdU,  Spain   1184 

pJaie,  C«itTal  Amenca   372 

^Stoa   112,384 

FwtugaL   287 

Spain.   287 

sheets,  Pwttval   7tt7 

tabes,  brass,  Argentina   MO 

metal,  Braui   007 

tongs  ten,  Cbile   1232 

Taaadliim,  Chile.   1232 

wolfram  ores,  Bolivia   864 

zinc,  sheets  and  ban,  Portugal.   387 

|p^   4H 

metal,  duada   656 

electric,  direct  onmnt,  India   720 

India   7S2 

Spain   1024 

vaUr,  India   752 

ndoes  and  mining,  ores,  tonssten,  Sotith 

Anurlca   560 

Spain   330 

moton,  aoc«S9orua,  Dcomark,   1 168 

automobile,  Deonurt   833 

boat,  out-board  (detadiable),  Netber- 

laiids   496 

electric,  AostraUa,  Sydney   128 

BottvlB   624 

Canada   576 

brrv,  Italy   911 

£dte   762 

Fiance   1024 

KBi,Spabi   102* 

psoHne,  Aigentlna   1216 

Spain   1024 

gramopbone  and  acceasorUB,  United 

Kingdom   911 

Mexico   1300 

Netherlands   480 

oil,  crude,  Spain   1034 

alilps.  South  Abies   1130 

Spain   624 

three-phase,  Spain   SIO 

motor  boa^,  aocesaofies,  India.   752 

Bolivia   896 

Tndl&   753 

Spain.   480 

moving  pictures,  apparatus,  Spain   1168 

fifana,  dnemBt<«raph*  Soath  America  384 

Spidn   784 

positive  and  negative,  Sptdn   176 

unused,  Spun   353 

South  Allies   877 

Spahi   144,1104,1168 

magic  lanterns,  East  Africa   116S 

municipal  enterpnses,  pumping  sta- 
tions, Installation,  New  Zealand,  Auck- 
land  448 

musical  Instruments,  acoordloos,  Hada- 

gascsr   510 

Btaal   1216 

gramophones,  Argentina.   1184 

Canada   399 

India   607 

Russia   193 

Siberia   527 

gramophones  and  reoivda,  BnuQ   1216 

eraphopbones,  Peru   1034 

Harmonium  reeds,  India   304 

organs,  South  Atrua.   192 

planas,  Brazil   1216 

Colombia.   1040 

South  America   193 

Ruasia.   182 

aoatli  Africa   800 
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Foreign  trade  opixMtimttles,  oeedles,  ptni, 

and  hoois  and  eyes,  Italy   784 

needles   98 

FnuKe..   848 

Greece   4U 

India.   8S4 

knlttln^maeblne.  Prance   336 

Spun   782 

Netherlands   431 

safety  pins,  and  hairpins,  Netb* 

erlands   48 

Spain   1300 

pins,  Argentina   848 

drawing,  Netherlands   900 

Greece   431 

Netherlands   431,448 

Norway   544 

8afety,SraiU   384 

East  Africa.   1188 

Greece   304 

Japan   832 

Spain   1300 

novelties,  advertising,  Catuda   HAS 

SouthAfrlca   1005 

United  Kbigdom   1056 

amnsemeDt  park,  Spabi   1072 

Argentina   464,1184,1280 

bags,  Japan   896 

bead  fringe,  Canada   660 

British  Guiana   1380 

buckles,  Argentina   848 

vest,  England   464 

Canada   1108 

CiOTiival,  SiAin   1072 

oases,  lamp,  electric,  pocket  United 

Kingdom   nsa 

Chile   Ul« 

clasps,  purse  and  bag,  women's   B6 

Cuba   57S 

dolls,  Argentine   1184 

electric.  United  Klmrdom   1162 

erector  models,  Boutii  Amarloa.   1S2 

ftuicy  goods.  East  .Vfrlca   1184 

Greece   820 

India   503,1072 

South  Africa   1005 

Spain   730 

fosteners,  Netherlands   900 

hand  bags,  Caucasus   1232 

India   272 

metal,  Si»In   384 

metal  wue,  stamped,  Spain   1300 

metal  and  electrical,  Spain   113 

Netherlands   496 

notions,  Argentina   848,992 

Bradl   384 

Colombia.   464 

Greece.   431 

Uexloo   1200 

Netherlands   448 

Spain   1248 

office  and  Ble,  India   607 

plated,  Spain   884 

press  studs,  Netherluda   960 

purses,  Caucasus   1332 

snap  fastenen,  fiiacD   384 

France   576 

Greece   «1 

Spain   353,  low 

South  Africa   176 

Spain   1072,1248 

Switterland   180 

thread,  gold  and  silver,  India.   1134 

toys,  Antenf  ina   118* 

Australia   800 

Canada   1168 

Chile   1300 

Chile  and  Costa  Rica   576 

Colombia   464,511,1040 

East  Africa   592 

England   800 

express  wagon  and  vehicles,  Can- 
ada  98 

India   496,1168,1184 

South  Africa   287 

Spain   720,1348 
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Forelxn  tnde  opportimlttes,  novelties,  toys, 

Vnll^KlDgdom   8M,l<e6 

Venezuela   160 

trimmlncs,  Chile   003 

United  Elttgdom   272 

United  States  (for  Netherlands)   762 

nuts,  caebew,  India   335 

oooonuts,  drkd,  Onec*   41S 

ooiaa,  East  Indies   IISI 

Java   390 

neanuts.  Java   390 

Bbetled,  Greece   416 

iralnnts  and  pMnuts,  China   112 

oil  seeds,  caster  heana,  Greece   416 

cottonseedproducts,  Spain..   656 

India.  frlT.   1024 

linseed,  China   112 

oils  and  greases,  Afrloa   1056 

batterlnes,  India   3S5 

Cuba   431 

gasoline,  Switzerland   911 

greases,  leather,  Spain   1248 

Switzerland   736 

kerosene,  Brazil  502,624 

oUs,Argentlna   464 

tozU   624 

Central  America.   373 

cod  llw,  United  Kingdom   3S6 

com,  Italy   S44 

cottonseed,  Africa   1050 

Argentina   320 

Greece   320 

NonrsT   103,767 

Spain   SOO 

Denmark   1168 

engines,  South  Africa.   1120 

essential,  Spain  144,1101 

extracting  plant,  oonstructlon, 

India......   464 

hair.  East  Africa   1034 

Straits  Settlements   18 

InMcatlng,  United  States  (foi 

China)   353 

olive,  Algeria   lOOB 

palm.  Africa   1184 

peanut,  Norway   192 

Porto  Rica   602 

sardine  paOing,  Norway   767 

Switwrland  448,960 

vegetable,  Greece   4lS 

paraffln,  Central  America   273 

Honduras   Sll 

petroleum,  rdi>ed,Caitral  America,  m 

Spain...   480 

Swhserland  -  011,960 

petroleum  products,  Spain   480 

stearlnB,C«ittnaAiiiedea   272 

Greece   304 

India   128 

vwetable  tat,  India   335 

mtteaTKoodSiEastAirlca   1153 

In^   1168 

Peru   1040 

Scotland  (for  Par  Bast)   671 

^Mtln  113,1300 

roectacles.£ist  Africa.   1104 

Bpafai   144,1104 

snpplM,  India   496 

Bttnta  and  vamiabeB,  Argentina   464 

East  Africa.   1006 

^unis,  Canada...,:   1184 

OMwliBrasIl   448 

India   806 

paint,  black,  India   1006 

Central  America.   272 

Denmark   1168 

Guatemala   1072 

India   734 

.Insular  PosBcssIoo   800 

)«ad,  China   112 

South  Afrlcn  1005,1130 

Spiiin   seo 

inttted  States  (for  Oilna)   3S2 

reein,  Finland   1005 

Spain   16 
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Foreign  trade  opportunities,  paints  and  var- 
nishes, vsmiEh,  Spain   144,1072,1104 

paper  and  paper  goods,  boxes,  folding;, 

Spdn   1073 

busts,  paper,  United  States   208 

cardboard,  Chile   671 

Denmark   944 

cards,  Greece   320 

cigar  bands,  cigar  box  labels,  and 

wax  paper,  Netherlands   48 

hemp,  for  pwer.  Island  Possession . .  192 

palls,  paper,  Canada.   1073 

paper,  Argentina  610,815 

Brazil.   m 

Canada   976 

Chile  and  Costa  Rica   576 

China   607 

Colanbia   464,611 

colored,  Chile   854 

Uruguay  '   1072 

Cuba   431 

papers,  de  luxe  or  faiwy.  Spam   1073 

drawing,  Norway   644 

Englimd.   384,1005 

France   848,1104 

Greece   SSO 

iB&iB   938 

news.  East  Indies   1184 

Nnvray   877 

new8pr&it,l^aiil   IIS4 

Portugal   784 

parchment.En^and,  London   480 

photodeveloplng,  Rwtsla   607 

raw  silk,  Spain   1300 

Snain'   480,944 

sClffoolOffed,  France   787 

surfiue  coated,  Spain   368 

tissue,  China   884 

United  Kingdom   676 

toilet,  Canada   1034 

wall   16 

Chile  and  Costo  Rica   576 

Colombia.   Oil 

East  Africa   1168 

United  Kingdom   687 

white  sulphurized,  France   208 

wrapping  Africa   1007 

¥ast  Africa   1152 

paper  goods,  United  Kingdom.   16 

passfr'paitouts,  Netherlands.   880 

poet  cards,  picture,  India   13S3 

Spain   144 

tubes,  cotton  yam,  England.   044 

paving  and  paving  materials,  paving 

biodcs,  Canada.;!!   1006 

idiotoeraphy  and  supplies,  appnatlis, 

Netherlands   753 

bromides,  India   3S3 

cards,  Netherlands   080 

chemical  products,  France.   83 

gelatines,  nlgh-class,  India.   3S2 

machinerr.  plate  and  papor  coatlns, 

India..:....  .^TT   863 

supplies,  P«ru   lOlO 

pipes  and  pq>Ing,  fittings,  Central  Amer- 
ica  273 

pipes.  Central  Amerks   872 

Itaa.  Guatemala.   1073 

lead,  Norway.   877 

steel,  India   687 

piping,  water,  cast  Iron,  Uruguay....  785 

tuiks,  storage,  Greece   1104 

tttbhui.  brass,  Spain   3B6 

Gold-4rawn.  for  blcyclefnines,  Ja-  330 

pan   S30 

steel,  for  dectric  conduits,  Noi^ 

way   48 

tube  ^rstem.  pnenmatlc   308 

plumbing  and  supplies,  bath  accessaries, 

Spain   730 

batntuto,  showcn,  and  supplies.  Nop- 

way   48 

connections,  pipe,  Uruguay.   786 

Guatemala    1072 

hydrants,  Spain   431 
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FDRlgn  tnde  opportunitle",  plumbiog  and 

sapplln,  outfits.  Colombia   399 

BBiiitary  appllaurts.  Spefn   c:87 

water  srstenu.  bot  aad  cold.  Coloni- 

hfa   389 

poultry  uid  tiggs.  eet:^.  Switzerland   960 

United  States   992 

tgg  iseservatlrcs.  Canada   91 1 

tgg  products,  dessicated.  and  yolk, 

^tM  and  liquid.  China   1I2 

mdliiK  appliaiMcs.  poultry.  South 

Altica   IIM 

Incubators,  Bolivia   631 

power  and  power  plants.  el»"irlc.  cod- 

struetkm.  Spain.  Madrid   128 

hydroelectric,  Paracuav   32 

prcdous  atones,  emeralds,  India   335 

pearls,  oriental,  India   335 

ratdes.  India   33.S 

sappblrm.  India   335 

Montana,  t'niled  States   3S3 

prfntlne  and  mpptiM,  bookbinders'  sup- 

iHies.  Spain   SfO 

lUEs,  drawing,  Norway   M 

printing     and  lithographing, 

Spain   4fi0 

Uthographers'  supplies.  Spain   560 

lithtq^phlr  supplies,  Italy   6TI 

machinery.  France   352 

India   l»,8ft}.l()72 

Spain   4«0 

Switiarland   287 

millboard.  Spain   944 

pictures,  cut  velvet.  Japan   896 

uulramed.  South  Africa   1005 

pnsMs.  Norway   541 

printing  sets,  nibber-trpe.  East  AI- 

rtea.   1134,1168 

supplies.  Spain   560 

type,  Spain   1072 

typoipi^>hlc  supplies.  Italy   071 

pobl  lent  Ions,  books,  te^nical  and  trade 

school,  India   896 

Cuba   160 

Journals,  automobile.  China   877 

horticulture.  New  Zealand   32 

recipe,  bread  and  biscuit  making. 

East  Africa   1010 

trade.  India   896 

noblic  worths,  bridge,  steel,  constrtictlon, 

Chile   1153 

qaarricEand  quarrying,  soepstonr,  India.  309 

talc.  BoBsia   861 

raHwavg.  canstnictlon.  Bolivia   3fi8 

Spain.  Madrid   128 

tramway,     electric,  construction, 

Spain,  Madrid   Ill 

faD way  supplies,  .Vrgentina   256 

aaJeSiCoach,  South  .Africa   R32 

brid(re  suppllea.  South  Africa   832 

cars,electric,  Spain   208 

freight,  open,  rorlugal   206 

freight  and  passenger,  AIMcS   496 

street,  Spain   180 

coaches,  ^ih  Africa   832 

Kast  Indies   1184 

fishplates, -Vfrica   496 

locomotives,  Africa   496 

India   fill 

Mexico   1316 

Portugal   087 

f^Afrlca   496 

Spain   208 

steel,  Portugal   287 

Spain   480 

rolling  stock,  India   911 

safety  signals,  Spain   308 

signaling  devices.  South  -Vltln   8^1 

sleepers,  metal,  Africa   496 

steel.  East  Indies   1184 

Spain   SaO 

springs,  car,  Spain   410 

street,  India   833 

switcti  points  and  fnn,  Spain   208 

BwItiertaJid   960 

ties,  Colombia   510 

tb«i,elwtrfcoBr,Bp«ln   208 

steel,  loconiotlTe,PwtugKl   1009 

40006—16  
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Fweign  trade  opportunities,  railway  supplies. 

tramwav  material.  East  Indies....  1184 

trucks.  South  .\frlca   832 

tubes,  locomotive,  Spain  and  United 

Kinedom   896 

(nhinK.  copper,  car,  Spain   416 

tubing  and  Meeting,  boiler,  copper, 

South  .\frica   833 

underframes,  roach,  Sooth  Africa. . . .  8^ 

wheels,  car,  Spain    418 

coach.  South  Africa   «32 

electric  car,  Spain   208 

refrigeration,    ice-making  machinery, 

Braill   784 

{c«-making  plant.  South  AfricK,  Jo- 

hanneslmi^   272 

plant,  India   752 

t^oiiih  .\frlca,  Johannesburg   373 

refrlcerators,  fioiilh  America   193 

ftpaln   720 

roads  and  road  machinery,  machinery, 

Argeniina   256 

rubber,  Fast  Indies   1184 

France   527 

Java   399 

Porrngftl   ^33 

rubber  Roodi,  arctics,  Norway  911,12^ 

Arpenlina   256,R33 

belilne,  Ceniral  .America   273 

Braiii   624 

Colombia   464,511 

hose,  air,  Norway   877 

fire,  Netherlands   767 

India   753 

Spain   431 

Irrigators,  Spain  ,   ^0 

medical ,  Spain   33S 

rubbers,  Norway   9U 

sanltarv,  Swltznland   160 

shoe^,  Norway   1280 

South  Africa   1005 

rn   112,144 

ipB,  India   aw 

tires,  automobile,  Denmark   256 

Jinrikisha,  China   877 

window  cleaners,  Canada   992 

safes,  fireproof.  South  America   192 

sWel,  Kast  .<>frfca   607 

sanitation,  goods,  for  hotels  and  resi- 
dences, Norway   48 

sclenliflc  Inslniments,  appliances,  waler- 

gauging,  India   752 

oalorlmeters,  India   815 

chemical  apparatus.  Far  East   560 

India   480 

dental  apparatus,  Switserland   960 

drawing  sets,  Kast  Africa   1134 

laboratory  equipment.  Far  East   560 

recorders,  water-level,  India   752 

signaling  apparatus,  manual,  India,.  753 

surgical,  Canada   896 

thermometers,  clinic,  Italy   1168 

India   815 

Russia   1152 

raccinallon,  Russia   1153 

•Mdsand  bulbs,  seeds,  India  (07,896 

kapok.  East  Indies   1184 

mustard,  Russia   864 

ship  chandlers,  chandlery,  Soath  Africa..  1130 

Insular  Possession   800 

sup^ies,  Mexico   1200 

Tortugueae  West  Africa   1248 

ships  and  shipping,  boats.  South  Africa.  1120 

rowboats,  racing,  Spain   1040 

vessel,  sailing,  Portugal   735 

alllcandsltk  goods,  chltTons,  F.ngland....  8oo 

piece  goods,  artificial  silk,  Cuba   576 

Spain   1364 

ribbons,  silk,  Cuba   576 

sOk,  artificial,  France   1040 

Spain   624 

Canada   12ie 

cotton  and  artificial,  Cuba   576 

silk  cotton,  Vraaniela.   671 

silk  goods,  Near  East   868 

Norway   784 

PotoRIW   193 

Straits  Settlmunts   » 
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Fonlgn  trade  opponunlttes,  silk  and  silk 
goods,  thread,  sewfog,  cro- 
cheting, and  lace  making, 

Gteec«   431 

Mediterranean   16 

South  AMca   176 

velveteens,  Norway   784 

sUvarware,  chains,  fancy,  India   692 

plated  ware,  Braell   607 

South  America   192 

table,  Spain   3M 

slatubterhcRues,  products,  Chile   239 

amdcers'  articles,  ash  trays,  East  Africa. .  1168 
cases  and  holders,  cigar  and  cigarette, 

etc,  Italy   112 

flints,  pocket  cigarette  lighter,  Spabi.  352 

holders,  ciraretTe,  Spain   1200 

Ughters,  Netherlands   960 

pipes,  clay.  West  Indies   416 

East  Africa   1024 

Spain   laoo 

tobacco,  Norway   239 

soaps,  British  Oulana   1280 

Caucasus   1232 

Chile   12W 

laundry.  East  Africa   1152 

materials,  Cuba   911 

Netherlands   480 

plant,  constmctioo,  India   464 

South  America   384 

toilet.  United  Klngd(»n   1072 

iploes,  climamon,  Java   399 

cloves,  Java   39B 

pepper,  Java   399 

tpmts  and  beverages,  alcohol,  Bwltzer- 

land  :   992 

cocoa,  Africa   1184 

BraiU   1034,1134 

Greece   301 

Java   399 

Portugal   832 

coffee,  AMoi   1184 

Braill  892,1034,1134 

Cuba   431 

East  Indies   1184 

Greece   64,30* 

Java   399 

PortMal   832 

cordials,  Spain   13S0 

extract  of  malt.  United  Klngdcau....  3S« 

flavors,  soda  fountain,  India   1040 

malt,  Swltierland   911 

puarl,  coffee  substitute,  India   848 

sirups,  soda  fountain,  India   10*0 

tea,^tlndi«8   1184 

Greece   304 

Java   399 

wines,  ColUomla,  Chile,  and  Costa 

Bica   578 

FarEast   1232 

India   1168 

sporting  goods,  critftet  suppUes,  East 

*^  AlriSa...!  1104,1135 

flshhooks  and  tackle,  Roaala   693 

lootbaUsupplles,  EostAfrlca....  1104,1136 

Spain   896 

goU  supplies,  East  AMc»  1104,1136 

gymnasium  apparatus  and  appurte- 
nances. Braid   287 

hookey  goods,  Spain   896 

specialtres,  boatmg  and  water,  Spain .  1040 

^twrland   960 

tennis  supplies.  East  Africa  1104,1135 

Spain   896 

stationery  and  supplies,  carbon  pKptr, 

Canada   178 

Spain   804 

Swltierland   607 

drawing  books,  Chllo   864 

envelopes,  England   848,1066 

ink,  Canada  .*...  176 

India   607 

Spain   1073 

ink  pads,  England   336 

Inkstands,  France   S44 

inkwells.  Spain   671 

office  supplleB,  Argentina   610 


Page. 

Foreign  trade  opportunities,  stationery  and 

supplies,      omc«  supplies, 

Canada   178,808 

India   607 

Mexico   1200 

Spain   112,304,448,624,071 

Swltierland   960 

pads,  Spain   671 

paper,  carbon,  typewriter,  and  pen 

and  pencil,  India   607 

pastes,  India   607 

Ubrary,  East  Africa   1134 

ofBce,  Canada   176 

pencils   96 

Caucasus   1232 

copying,  Eost  Africa   1168 

France   848,928 

India   1134 

Island  Possession   725 

metal  w  nickel,  England   976 

slate.  Canada   960 

Spain   144,1104 

penracks,  Spain   671 

pens,  Caucasus   1233 

lountuiu,  Spain   266 

Swltierland   960 

South  Africa   IOCS 

press  copy  books,  India   607 

school  supplies,  Colombia   1380 

slates,  school,  Chile   1232 

spatulas,  Norway   644 

stationery,  box,  France   928 

Canada   368,384,1168 

Central  America   272 

East  Africa   576,1135 

France   1104 

India  602,832,1134 

Netherlands   960 

Bussia   592 

South  Africa   800 

Spain   560 

Lulled  Kingdom   1066 

typewriter  ribbons,  India   607 

Swltierland   607 

typewriter  supplies,  Canada   176 

typewriters,  Colombia   464,511 

France   848 

Peru   1024 

Siberia   627 

Spain   304,1072 

Swltierland   960 

typewrltersandacoes3(B-ies,Russia.  960,1152 

wntlng  materials,  Caucasus   1232 

Spain   lOM 

writing  pads,  England   848 

stores,  Australia   sno 

naval,  Argentina   320 

stoves  and  furnaces,  bake  ovens,  England , 

London   1104 

furnaces,  heating,  Siberia   1232 

incinerating  refuse,  Dominican 

Republic   911 

ranges,  Spain   687 

stoves,  cooking,  gasoline,  East  Africa .  1024 

gas,  Italy   48 

gasoline.  East  Africa   1134 

South  Africa   1005 

South  America   192 

Spain   687 

Btraw-braid,  Chile   693 

Japan   1184 

sugar,  beet,  Bussia   864 

glucose,  Greece   304 

granulated,  white ,  Denmark   627 

Greece   64 

miU,BrailI   784 

N«way   1248 

plant.constmctioD,  Peru   480 

Portugal   692 

refined,  East  Africa   1024,1152 

Spain   784 

telephonesand  tel^^phy,  cables,  copper, 

and  aluminum,  Spain   1034 

cables'.electrfe,  India   176 

telephones,  India   272 

equipment,  and  supplies,  Costa 
^iba   666 
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Vntign  trade  opportimltles.  telephones  and 
t«1e(!iaphf .  telepbOM  system,  in- 

terior   m 

wireless  ftpperatus,  Central  Amertca..  480 

textiles,  Argentina   S20 

Braiil   692 

bnish  edging,  England    448 

cloth,  for  making  emery  clotb,  Nor- 
way  48 

India   1007 

Persian,  India   13BS 

stU)eupper,Kor«ay   1204 

waterproof,  Spain   335, 7«3 

Denmark   304,lt6B 

drapery,  Soutb  Allrlea   ITS 

di««sgoods,Btatll   SB4 

Canada   iai« 

France   1040 

Epypt   1184 

tatincs,  automobile  and  carriage, 

Spain   1006 

Prance   7B 

iCraydrill,Colombia   007 

llnmgs,  tunctaurfa   448 

materials,  ovtaXl,  Jackets  and  v^in, 

Norway  ..\V7.   1006 

Netberiands   448 

sallclotb,  Greece   304 

sallclotb,  Portagal   W 

niitbiD,MaHdnii1»   448 

nmtvella  covering  materials,  France.  144 

Umgnay   762 

tobacco  and  prodtKts,  cinrs  sad  dgtt- 

ettes,  Switzerland   080 

tobacco,  Braiil   113* 

Denmark   1040 

India   1005 

Kentucky,    Portuguese  West 

Africa   640 

Switzerland   9fi0 

toilet  articles,  Argentina   1184 

attar  of  roees.  United  Statea   806 

Caucasus   1232 

rule  and  Coeto  Rica   S76 

cold  cream,  Caucasus   1233 

combs,  bnU,  Spatnt   1073 

BraiU   384 

celluloid,  Engbuid   384 

Russia   WO 

Spain   720 

Chile   1216 

essences,  geranium  and  eucalyptus, 

Alfperia   lOOS 

hair,  ornaments,  England   002 

pins. prongs, andslideSiEngland.  464 

manicuring  Instruments,  Pern   1040 

Hexko   1900 

musk,  to  pods,  India   355 

perfumery,  Brazil   16 

British  Oolana   1380 

East  Africa   1162 

Portugal   44S 

South  Africa   1005 

Bpatn   660 

Straits  Settlemant   le 

salves,  Caucasus   1232 

Sootb  Africa   1006 

Spain   64,656,1300 

taUe.SpolD   384 

talcum  powder,  British  Guiana   1380 

tooth  powder,  East  AMca  627 

United  Slates  (lor  Netherluids)   7S2 

Taselioe.  Caneasos   671,1232 

tooJa.Algeria   1005 

buttoiMnaking,  Peru   ffn 

carpentOTs',East  Africa   602 

oomlHntidnc.  Peni..   877 

doek^naUng,  Siberia.   1006 

dim,  Sp^.:.   1190 

FarEast   366 

gardwi,  Australia.   273 

gauges,  India   816 

Ooatemttla   1073 

India   4S0 

ntacdutes.  West  Africa   1248 

nudildb,  Denmark   784 

PaittigBl   602 
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Foreign  trade  opportunities,  tools,  maehMUl- 

col,  Spain   687 

Mexico   1900 

Netherlands  and  East  Indies   610 

Norway   308 

peanut  cultivating,  Peru   308 

pneumatic,  Norway   308 

raw    materials,   and  half-flnlshed 

goods,  Denmark   784 

South  Africa   1006,1163 

Spain   112,144,730,1104,1130 

Swftierland   060 

taps,  Spain   IISO 

United  Kingdom   038 

United  States  (for  China)   363 

watcb-making,  Siberia   1006 

woodworking ,  South  America   64 

workshop,  Spain   404 

trade  extension,  bakers'  supplies,  East 

Africa  :  676 

Spain   666 

builders' supplies,  United  Kingdom.  03B 

United  SUtes(farCblna)   863 

carpcnters'suppUes.Antentina   790 

obeese  factory  equipment  and  sup* 

plies,  Canaoa   1380 

creuM^  equipment  and  supplies, 

drawing  sappiles,Brasit  '.  1216 

Chfle....  ,   804 

druggists'  apparatus ,  Spain   1162 

druadsts'  supplies,  British  Qulana. . .  16 

iKxioo   190O 

Spain   1316 

forwarding,  Swltserland   384 

general  mendundise.ranada   1900 

Colombia   m« 

India   100 

Uexico   130O 

Russia   1383 

Spate   848 

United  states  611,sn 

inks,  material  for  manu  toture ,  Braill  373 

leatherlndustrysuppUes.Spain   1964 

material,  shoe  lace  making,  Nether- 
lands  960 

medicinal  apparatus,  Spate   1162 

niiilmppUes,cotton,India   848 

mtelng  supplies,  Mexico   1310 

museum  supplies,  Colombia   1280 

office  (Ixturos,  Spate   448 

palDter'ssupptles,  Argentina   720 

patetlng  supplies,  Braill   1216 

plantation  supplies,  Guatemala   icr72 

raw  materials ,  enameling  Iron,  Spain .  928 

lncandescent6leciricUght,Spain.  938 

sawmill  equipment,  Braso.   1130 

shoe  materials,  Norway   1280 

sundries,  Cuba   736 

India   832 

supnlles,  oil  field,  Australia   800 

taxidermists'  supplies.  Colombia   1280 

textile  Industry  supplies,  Spain   1364 

traTellne  outfits,  horseback,  Peru....  1024 

tnvtiers'  supplies,  France.   763 

watehmakers'stq^lles,  East  Africa..  1104 

trade  tepTCTsntatlves,  agency,  Brstll. ....  3^ 

Ceobal  America   1056 

commission,  Spain   448 

cooperative,  Algeria,  Algiers   113 

CostoRlca.   3W 

England   352,607 

Pnmce   144,1058 

mall'«rder  business,  South  AfHoa  144 

Peru   1104 

Portugal  

purchasing  and  forwarding,  Eng- 
land, London   1D94 

Russia   64 

South  Africa   |g 

Spain   820,300 

Switicrland   16 

Uruguay   1006 

trunks  and  valisM,  South  America   ib3 

traveling  bags.  East  Afrka   527 

trunks,  IteaTsut  Africa   W7 
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Foreign  trade  opportunities,  trunks  and  va- 
lises, valises,  Caucasus   1232 

umlnvUaa  and  oanes,  covering  materials. 

Franc*   144 

frames,  United  states   208 

umbrellas,  East  Atrica   976,1135 

umbrella  materials,  France   G56 

walking  sticks.  East  Africa   976,1135 

nndertalcers  and  supplies,  supplies,  Ven- 

esuela   1024 

Wiicles  and  supplies,  baby-carriage  sup- 
piles,  Canada   824 

bugtties,  Haiti   1216 

oarrlu(:es,  babv,  India   1168 

go-carts,  collapsible,  South  Africa....  352 

rubber-tfred ,  Norway   784 

hearaes,  Venezuela   1024 

petambula tors,  South  America   192 

upholstery,  carriage,  Spain   17G 

wagons,  kerosene  ddi\-ery,  Braafl   301 

warehouses,  warehousing,  Hwltierland. . .  3M 

wax,  block  srale,  (ireece   304 

carnauba,  Brazil   592,1134 

wearingapparel,  Argentina   640.944 

arm  bands,  Kast  Africa   UfiS 

bathing  suits,  Argentina   640 

bathing  suits  and  caps,  South  Afrioe.  176 

blankets,  shawl,  south  .Vmerlca   192 

blouses,  oottiin,  muslin,  silk,  and 

black  sateen,  Canada   431 

cott  jn  and  silk,  Japan   S96 

caps,  Cobmbla   511 

Ka.'it  Africa   1168 

India   992 

Indian,  India   1006 

chemises,  Japan   896 

Chile   1200 

China   560 

clothing,  Colombia   464 

Greece   304 

Mexico   1216 

South  Africa   1005 

coating, covert.  United  Kingdom....  239 

collars,  dog.  East  Africa  ,   11G8 

linen,  Cuba   576 

Colombia   511 

comblnatiuns,  sillc,  Japan   896 

corsets,  Australia   784 

Denmark   1152 

South  Africa   160 

corset  covers,  Cuba  ,   570 

costumes,  woolen,  women's,  Canada.  431 

cravats,  Chile   121fi 

Cuba   576 

dresses,  one-piece,  Canada   431 

England   800 

India   1072 

silk,  Japan   890 

dressmaking  apparatus,  busts,  cloth, 

paper,  ana  satin.  United  States. ...  208 

Egypt   800 

evening  coats,  Japan   896 

Far  East   256 

fashion  ^ouds,  Switzerland   960 

furnishing  goods,  Greece   304 

Sweden   592 

garters,  East  Africa   527 

Greece   431 

gloves,  Argentina   640 

Australia   784,1104 

Caucasus   1232 

cotton,  Denmark   1168 

c^tUn  and  linen,  Spain   1005 

Netherlands   448 

Spain   112,144,110* 

gowns,  silk,  Japan   896 

-    tailored,  Peru   I24« 

haberdaihery,  England   800 

India   392 

Itoiimania   112 

South  Africa   1005 

haberdasherv  and  lingerie,  Portugal.  96 

handkerchiefs,  (  hile   1216 

slJk.  Japan   896 

hats,  bamboo,  Java   399 

East  Atrica   1108 

(elt,  Colombia   511 

India   992 

men's,  Colombia   404 


Pi«e. 

Foreigh  trade  opportunities,  wearing  apparel, 

hats,  Spain   144 

hat  forms,  felt,  Norway   848 

hosierv,  Argentina   250,320, 640, 944 

Au.>>(ralTa   1104, 1134 

BroiII   384 

British  Guiana   1280 

Canada   04,287,431 

Caucasus   1232 

Chile   64,1200,1210 

cotton,  cashmere,  and  woolen, 

Australia   48 

cotton,  Spain   144 

cotton  and  silk,  Canada   1056 

DenmaA.   1168 

Cuba   576 

East  Africa   976,1024 

Egypt   800 

England  G4,S00 

Far  East   250 

France   272,1040 

(ireeoe   431 

India  562,832,1164 

lisle  and  silk,  Soulh  Africa   IfiT. 

Nelherlands   448 

.South  Africa   176,800,1120 

Spain   144,1104 

silk,  Japan   896 

woolen,  Netherlanils   576 

jackets,  silk,  Jajtan   896 

Japan   896 

kimonos,  artificial  silk,  Cuba   575 

•iilk,  Japon   890 

lace  anklei,  .South  .\frlca   176 

lingerie,  ('ul)a   578 

millinery  si)p|>lies.  Argentina   640,944 

motor  caps.  Japan   896 

ne'klles.(hilp   1210 

neckwear,  Auslralla   1104 

Brilish  Guiana   12H0 

Nelherlands   ;'i7t> 

nightgowns,  silk,  Japan   >■'''' 

pajamas,  Chile   1216 

cotton  and  silk,  Japan   896 

pellicoals,  Cuba   576 

silk,  Japan   MHi 

raincoats.  Norway.   liN'i 

scarfs,  Brilish  Gmana   12S0 

Cuba   57fi 

silk,  Japan   >t96 

shirts,  cotton,  Norway   176 

cotton  and  silk,  Canmla   720 

Japan   8% 

Cuba   57G 

negligee  and  working,  (^anada ...  431 

Portugal   44^ 

serge  and  tweed.  South  Africa...  100 

South  Africa   1120 

.shlrl  waisis,  South  Africa   1120 

South  Africa   HOO 

siiilfi,  Colombia.   511 

suspenders.  Greece   431 

sweaters,  Argoitlnc.   640 

Japan   896 

travelers'  articles.  China   560 

underwear,  Argentine   G4U 

Australia   1104 

Chile  1200,1216 

cotton,  Australia   "84 

Norway   176 

South  Africa   m 

Cuba  -   576 

England   1233 

fleece-lined.  Canada   431 

Netberlonda   576 

France   272 

hosierv,  gloves,  etc.,  England   112 

India   692 

knit,  Ea.st  Africa   502 

knitted  and  neckties,  Venesnela.  16 

Peru   1040 

silk,  Aiislralio   1134 

underwear  and  hosiery,  England   96 

veils.  Japan   896 

wrappers,  silk,  Japan   896 

weights  and  measure»,  scales,  household, 

East  Africa   976 

Russia  M   960 

spring  bidance,  England   368 
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Fonipi  trade  opponunities,  weights  and 

measures,  tapes,  hast  Alnca...  llti^ 

India   56U 

mi^ils,  office,  Spain   flTl 

wireaDdwirego<Ml,cable>,Bouth  Africa.  1120 

settliK,  galvanoed,  Argentina   320 

rope,  "Sorway   877 

South  Africa   1120 

wire.  Portugal   96 

Spain   656 

springs,  steel,  Eneland   SOO 

upbolsier}-,  unlt«d  Kingdom —  560 

wire.  Argent  ina   239 

barbed,  Argentina   320,510 

Braili   592 

Central  America   272 

Cuba   735 

bell  and  flexible,  England   1134 

copper,  Norway   944 

eopper-clad,  Canada   767 

fencing.  South  Africa  S32, 1005 

^vanized,  Portugal   592 

galTaoized  and  bright,  India   ^  32 

Bdvanlxed  Inm,  and  oobble, 

China   112 

galranized  nail,  Brazil   480 

gairanlEed  or  steel,  Ectiador   944 

Guatemala   1072. 

gnide,  Norway   877 

hairpin,  Chile   10^0 

Insulated,  China   239 

iron,  France   32 

eal%-anized,  Norway   (t77 

Portucal   287 

tempered,  Finland   1200 

mattress.  United  Kingdom   734 

maltrees  spring,  Venezuela   864 

phosphor-Iironte,  Norway   877 

i'laln  and  galvanised,  Argentina.  320 

'ortugal   976 

round  nail,  Portugal   960 

rubber-fovered,  India   287 

Spain   1024 

mrfng,  roller  shade,  England —  496 

steel,  Caitoasus   656 

Norway   877 

Spafat   »76 

weaving   machinery  comb, 

France   256 

wiregoods.  United  Stat6S(for  China).  352 

wrest  pins,  for  harps,  England   464 

wool  and  woolen  goods,  blankets,  Greece.  304 

doth,  Colombia   511 

Netherlands   928 

flannels,  Greece   30* 

piece,  Chile   1200 

Peru   1248 

piece  goods,  Canada   1056 

serges,  blue,  Norway   ^ 

tweeds,  Canada   1066 

wool,  absorbent  ootton,  Australia....  877 

carded,  Spain   734 

Central  America   1246 

raw,  India   335 

woolen  goods.  Argentina   320 

C.reece   304,320 

New  East   368 

woolen yam,  Netherlands   4fi 

yams,  Colombia  4M,611 

Netherlands   431 

Forests,  productkai,  value,  Canada   843 

reaoarces,  Morocco   968 

station,  experiment,  Norway   333 

Focmn,  Charles  (ooiisul,  Benceo),  American 

goods,  demand,  and  Are  looses   678 

trade  periodicals,  American,  desired   799 

Foster,  J.  0.  (consul  general,  Ottawa),  asbes- 
tos, embargo   1265 

beans,  acreage,  production,  and  trade  sta- 

tWta   694 

budgets,  estimates   1068 

diartan,  company,  issued,  statbtics   123? 

metals  and  minwals,  production,  statis- 
tics  1221 

nkkri,  refinery,  New  York  taterests  con- 

tert.   823 

nickel  ore,  embargo   12« 
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Foster,  I.  G.,  revenues,  war,  new,  proposed. .  789 

trading  stamps,  uses   7M 

Foster,  P.  II.  (consul,  Jerez  de  la  Fronten), 

consular  work,  results   720 

representation,  direct,  needed   2Si 

su1phat«ofcopper,ana  sulphur,  sublimed, 

snorlage   261 

Foundry  and  machine  shop^,  dividend  de- 
clared, Germany,  Silesia   165 

France,  association,  export,  organised   644 

banks  and  banking,  savings,  report, 

Havre   889 

beans,  a(Teage,  production,  and  trade....  698 
biiilduiK  materials,  trade,  organliatlon, 

propraed   1129 

bureau,  commercial,  internal ional.oiinn' 

iiation,  proposed   639 

capstans,  electric,  construction  on  quays, 

l^RochellB   1160 

carpet,  trade,  conditions,  effect  ot  war —  674 

chicory,  industry,  trade,  and  imports.. . .  300 

cordage  and  twine,  American,  demand . .  1212 

decree,  embargo,  modiflcai  ion   10S7 

education,  railway,  a<r-brake  men,  train- 
ing.....  299 

embargo  list,  addillons   817 

modification   IIOS 

exhibition,  American  goo<ls,  permissible, 

Lyon   127 

exposition,  "The  Reconstructed  City," 

American  exhibits,  Paris   626 

opening,  postponed   978 

reconstruction  projects   129 

lBlr,3amples,representallonwanted,  Lyon  417 
reservation  tine  limit  extended 

Lyon   186 

rerlillzers,  demand ,  lacking,  St.  Etienne. .  1218 

Alms,  American,  demand   1016 

fishing  port,  condltlom,  LaKodielle   349 

fruit, CTops,  estimates   801 

gloves,  women's,  exports  to  United  States  9B8 

goatslcins,  transshlpirent  release   657 

goods,  stocks,  tn  bonded  warehouses,  sta- 
tistics, Havre   1208 

Immigration,  Cuban  labor,  (^gnac   191 

insect  powders  and  disinfectants,  oppor- 
timltles,  Amerlran,  and  introductory 

methods   1218 

lacegoods.exports  to  United  States   512 

loans,  government,  to  sdiipowners   OU 

lobster  and  crab,  canned,  trade  and  con- 
sumption —  179 

lumber  and  llmbw  products,  trade,  condi- 
tions  1188 

trade  and  industry   1 178 

merchant  marine.  Increase,  propoBod....  69 

neRatlves,old,reu.se,  effect  otglassshortage  1167 

oils,  olive,  production   773 

perfumery,  exports,  to  United  States.  In- 
creased  988 

photography  and  supplies,  trade   1117 

port  basin,  La  Uochelle,  extension,  pro- 
posed  1100 

piibllcstions,  American,  wanted  In  dupli- 
cate, for  consulate   388 

railways  freight,  handling  facilities  En- 
creased,  La  Rochelle   1160 

Bamplecollectors, imposition  on  .\merlcan 

manufacturers   951 

sardines,  exports,  to  United  SMtes   1031 

seeds,  clover,  exports  to  United  States   838 

ships  and  shipping,  cargoes,  dlacharghig, 

delay.  Havre   753 

crews,  foreign,  rules  governing,  Mar- 

sdlle   309 

soaps,  exports,  to  United  States,  Increased  983 

sugar,  importation,  prohibit  Ion   8S7 

tanks,  brewery,  American,  purchased, 

tra<te  opportunities,  results   1278 

tax,  Income,  new   680 

established   sao 

war-profit,  proposed   628 

taxes,port  steam  (.rane.  Increased,  I^a  Pal- 
Ike   U80 

reoe^B   S21 

telephone  system,  Improven;ent  and  ex- 

'tenslon,  proposed,  Paris   670 
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France,  ties,  lumber,  demand   1179 

trade  opportunities,  results   1Z78 

tnder«rlev,  CaDneH.condltlons.uTeetlnK 

American  sales   903 

exports  to  United  Suiio;   257 

exports  and  Imports.  ftlutlsHrn   353 

Havre,  exportn  U>  Switierland   302 

tnifDes,  Industry,  Perieordand  Sarladab.  536 
wine,  production,  decreased,  and  Imports, 

Statistkti ,   324 

yerba  mate,  [or  soldiers,  proposed   039 

Frauds,  sample  collectors.  Imposition  on 

American  manufacturers,  France   951 

Fruer,  jr.,  R.  (consul,  Bahia),  cocoa,  exports 

to  United  Slates   769 

ooBl,sltuatlou,effectotwar   274 

diamouds  and  carbonados,tradeand  prloes  675 

mangrove  bark,  supply,  plenlKUl   Mi 

paper,  waterproof  wrapping  and  case- 
lining,  demand   413 

tobacco,  industry,  exports  and  Imports. .  121 
Freight  and  passenger  rate.s  freight,  differ- 
enoes  In,  to  Now  York,  statistics, 

Pera   1206 

increased,  eSect  of  ship^ltarter,  Far 

East  .^7?T....  543 

eflect  on  trade.  Far  East   426 

from  Durban,  Natal   606 

from  New  Orleans,  Nicaragua. ...  1106 

handicap  to  trade,  Cbina   1192 

Japan   526 

proposed,  Japan   926  ' 

to  European  porta,  Java   148  1 

Inoreoslng,  Spain   565 

without  warning,  protest  against, 

England...;   782 

new,  Q.  &  c,  to  guU  ports,  United 

States   451 

ocean,  Denmark   flS 

preferential  table,  on  export  gooda, 

Enrfand   1101 

prohibitive,  to  United  States,  China.  230 

ship  charter,  increased,  Canada   765 

Trans- Paoitlc,inoreased, China,  Hong- 
kong  901 

passenger,  reduced,  United  .Stales   865 

See  also  Railways;  Ships  and  shipping. 
FrostiWesley  (oonsuI.Corlc),  ^blfamwl,  op- 
portunities, American   917 

American  goods,  demand   9C8 

cattle,  ICerby  and  Dexter,  Amerloan  mar- 
ket soueht   U24 

grain,  mills.  In  creamerlos   268 

neii>8,  cultivation,  women  Interested   825 

phosphate  rock,  demand  and  Imports   920 

underwear  and  hosiery,  demana,  Ameri- 
can  301 

Teast,  toct3ry,  constnicti  m   397 

Fnilt,  American,  popular,  Canada   1236 

apples,  cold   storage,  supply,  United 

Slates   058 

banana,crop,prospwts,:ind  exports,  sta- 
tistics, Duminlcuu  Ho-iublir   81 

Industry,  Statistics.  Cosia  Mm   665 

bananas,  exports  to  United  States,  Costa 

Rica   755 

exports  to  United  .States,  Honduras.  286 

Panama   34S 

canned,  Amorimii,  tmde,  Wales   1(17 

imports,  pruhibltiDii .  Kn»;liLiid   993 

cltrus,crop,fonditijn.  (irei'ce,  Athens..  132 

crop,  productijii,  Spain   71 

crops,  estimates,  Kranoe   601 

cultivatljn.lrrigutijnaid,  South  Africa..  245 
currants, crop,  and  amuunt  available  fur 

export,  (Jreeco   909 

low-grade,  United  States  purchase, 

Greece   178 

dates,  imports  and  duties,  ArKciiUna   77G 

demand  and  ImporU.Caniula,  Winnipeg.  77 

dried,  industry,  Au.sltiilia   1273 

exchangeandcthiliiti^in, South  America.  443 

exports  and  marketing,  report,  Bm/.il.. .  ITS 
exposition,  award,  gold  medal,  to  Call- 

fomm  Association,  Itnull   115.1 

BraiU   939 

figs,  imports  and  duties,  Argentina   776 

In  demand,  I'ortiigal   381 
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Fruit,  fresh,  imports,  no  restriction,  England  1073 

glac6,  prices,  Italy   271 

grapes,  cuUlvatlon  and  exports,  Sraln, 

Almeria   1OB8 

production,  Spain   im 

successful  packing  for  exp«t,  Bpain  210 
Industry,  conditions,  effect  erf  Briw^  tm- 

bargo,  Spain   903 

lonons,  exports  to  United  States,  Italy. .  772 

oUves,  crop,  Algeria   383 

condition,  Spain,  Andalusia   7 

•xports,  reduced,  affect  of  war,  Spain .  161 

OppMtunlties,  American,  DraEil   666 

oranges.cTop,  conditions,  Spain,  Valencia  246 
exports,  statistics,  and  crop,  condir 

tlons,  China,  Swatow   239 

trade,  conditions,  Spain,  \'alencla. . . .  1098 

pineapple.  Industry,  conditlomt,  Hawaii.  492 

pineapples,  Azorean,  trade,  Portugal   381 

exports,  to  United  States,  Bahamas 

islands   275 

raisins,  packing,  American,  Emprove- 

ments  suggested,  Canada   736 

representative,  to  study  United  Mates 

conditions,  Argentina   443 

trade,  conditions,  En^nd   834 

exports,  and  6ro|i,  prosi>orts,  Tas- 
mania  196 

See  alto  Agriculture. 
Fuel,  coke,  trade, statbtlcs,  August,  United 

States   114 

December,  United  States. . . .  1368 

July,  United  States   103 

November,  United  States. . .  858 

October,  United  States   418 

September,  United  States. . .  131 
engine.  Internal-combustion,  demand, 

Argentina   861 

gas,  coke  oven,  utilization,  England, 

I^eeds   173 

natural,  measuring  errors  discovered. 

United  States   033 

prices,  increased,  England,  Hndders- 

field......?:.....   1176 

Spain,  Seville   1055 

peat  powder,  utitliatlon  for  loconotlves, 

successful,  Sweden   663 

Sn  also  Coal. 
Furniture,  beds,  metal,  trade  and  demand, 

India   478 

bedsteads,  iron  and  steel,  Amo'lcan,  pur- 
chased, C  recce   869 

imports,  statistics,  Venezuela   629 

omce,  American,  demand.  South  Africa. .  996 

rattan.  Industry,  China,  Hongkong   1232 

Fur  and  lur-bearlng  animals,  fo\-trapping 

season.successful,  I'ribllol Islands   741 

tors,  trade,  conditions,  Russia   1195 

Industry,  conditions,  Newfoundland   1013 

(barrels,  Arthur  fconsul,  Aieyandrla),  beans, 
acreage,  production,  and  trade,  sta- 
tistics  696 

onions,  crop,  promising   4K3 

Gassett,  rercival  (consul,  Malaca),  almonds, 

shelled,  exports  to  United  States   S06 

consular  worlc,  results   003 

dealers  and  Importers,  list  of   245 

platinum,  discovery,  and  mining,  devel- 
opment, Government   S9 

Gaulin,  A.  fconsul  Kenenil,  Marseille), cordnge 

and  twine,  American,  demand   1212 

trade  opportunities,  results   1278 

Gauss,  C.       (consul,  Shanghai),  building 

operations  and  road  couslru<^tion   32S 

ginspng,  trade,  and  imiiorls,  .\merlcim..  756 
journal.  Chinese,  Issued  by  British  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce   329 

Stearin,  imports  and  uses   »>(S 

Gerard,  J.  W.  (American  Amljassador), 
charts,  prices  and  freight,  lliictuations, 

Germany   886 

imports,  prohtblllon.  Gprraanv   249 

Germanv,  advertising,  cities,  mclfiod   95 

artillcial  flowers,  prices,  increased   562 

banks  and  banKlng,  savings,  organiEO- 

tlon,  proposed   890 
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Oenn&iiT,  breircri«,  profits,  SUteia   488 

brushes,  tndnstiy,  profile,  Sileola   MB 

c«llcouticlflS,pnc«B,lnemaed   5S3 

C»rd board,  indasbr,  ooixlitloDS  tevor- 

abl«,  SUesIa   829 

cdhilo6«,  manufacturing,  price  aer«e- 

ment   11» 

cwn«nt,  industry,  conditions,  effect  of 

w,  3Ue6ia   99B 

31le8lan,ptlce6,  Increased   130 

charts,  prices  and  freight,  fluctuations...  866 
china  and  porcdaln,  decorated,  exports 

to  United  States   M3 

oo«J,  imports,  Nuremburg-Fuertb   1335 

dnlnage  canals,  completion  proposed   329 

earthenware,  lodustry,  trade  ■greement, 

SUesIa   e» 

exchange  rates,  situation,  improvement 

measures   88© 

leathers,  prices.  Increased   503 

gloves,  cotton,  exports  to  United  States, 

ChemnlU     886 

leather,  exports  to  United  States, 

Ba\-arla   1091 

Plauen   884 

hemp,  cultivation,  expMts,  and  Imports, 

strtlstlcs  .\7.   154 

hops,  exports  to  United  States   623 

imports.  pnAibition   849 

industries,  dividends  declared,  Silesia. . .  156 

jewelry,  exports  and  imports   1213 

Unen  goods,  exports,  to  C  nlted  Statee,  de- 
creased  1002 

locomotives,  electric,  substitute  for  old 

mountain,  SUeala     569 

machines  and  machinery,  cleaning,  metb> 

od,  new   545 

embroidery,  exports  to  United  States, 

Plauen.:....    884 

mstcbes,  Industn-   123 

nursery  stock,  sales,  legislation,  lacking. .  632 

p^ier.ctnnprMsed.  substitute  tor  leather.  699 

photoftraph,  exports  to  United  States.  676 

potash,  exports  to  United  SUtes   705 

German,  dmiand  (or   623 

power  and  power  plants,  electric,  con- 
struction  329 

raltways.depot,  construction.  Brunswick.  221 

profits,  Silesia   669 

station,  extension,  proposed   328 

terminal,  oomptetod,  Lslpdg   806 

traffic,  freight,  heavy,  with  Sweden.  1100 
retaining  walls,  Oder  River,  strengthw 

Ing  proposed   329 

sodety,  oooperalfve,  activKIes,  Berlin....  666 
sngar,  production,  decreased,  statistics, 

aiena   1183 

sngar  beets,  cultivation.  Government  en- 
courages  1187 

tin,  production,  imports,  e.xports,  and 

consumption,  statistics   61 

toys,  exports  to  United  States   593 

trade  notes,  Sile^   281 

trade  review,  Berlin,  exports  to  United 

BUtes   273,542 

exports  to  United  States,  statistics, 

1915   792 

with  South  Africa   1175 

twine,  paper  palp,  demand   818 

union,  ctistoms.  with  Austrla-Hiineary, 

proposed  *   582 

jwra,  paper  pulp,  demand   818 

yeaA,  beer,  surplus,  as  food  product   557 

Olas  and  glassware,  bottles.  American,  de- 
mand, Argentina   671 

bottles,  demand,  Indochina   316 

shortage.  England,  Yorkshire   856 

siphon,  trade.  Ppaln.  Barcelona   1170 

trade  and  demand.  Venezuela   502 

demand,  American.  South  Africa   103 

glass,  industries,  census.  United  States. .  1035 

Opportunities,  American.  Paraguay..  1221 
plate  and  window,  opportunities, 

American.  BoUvln   1361 

sheet.  Importation  suspended,  Jamn.  1026 
spedal'purpose,  manufacture,  Eng- 

bud   115 

«liidow,trBde,Cbliia,  Hongkong....  369 
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Olass  and  glassware,  glassware,  trade,  and 

opportimlties,  American,  Kongo   000 

lamp  chimneys,  demand.  South  Africa..  1069 

trade,  conditions,  China.  Hongkong   SN 

Olatebrook,  O.  A.  (consul,  Palestine),  Oonr, 

American,  popular,  and  opportunities   608 

Glne,  American,  demand,  method  for  orsat- 

ing,  Japan   706 

factory,  vegetable.  .Vmerican,  established, 

Canada,  Ontario   136 

purcQutses,  American,  direct,  desired, 

Italy   1162 

trial  consignment,  oonsular  results,  Eng- 
land, Manchester   1136 

Qoding,  F.  W.  (consul  general.  Guayaquil), 

cacoo,  exports  to  United  States   680 

cloth.  Jute,  demand,  and  opportunities, 

American,  and  bags.  Jute   1253 

-  crackers,  packing,  faulty,  American   292 

milk,  pure,  rwubtlons  for,  proposed   308 

public  works.  Improvements   157 

railways,  development,  and  elsctrlc,  con- 

structlon.  proposed   220 

Puerto  Bolivar- A  mason,  surveys....  204 

rice,  trade,  opportiuiities.  American   367 

ships  and  shipping,  fa^llliles,  Ecuador  to 

United  Siaftti   07 

trade-mark,  law,  translation   603 

trade  review.  Ecuador,  conditions   014 

exports,  statistics,  1916   775 

exports   and   Impwts,  statistics, 

1914   28 

Gomel,  A.  (clerk  1o  commenlal  attach^), 
exhibits,  domestic,  manufacturers'  week, 

Australia   9 

Ooniales,  W.  E.  (American  minister),  rail- 
ways, nationalisation,  commission  to  study 

question.  Cuba   914 

Goodier,  J.  H.  (vice  ctHUul,  Nlaga»  Falls), 
caldtim  carbide,  exports  to  United 

States   »r 

industries,  new.  American,  established . .  491 
Gottschalk.  A.  L.  M.  (consul  general,  Rio  do 
Janeiro),   ammonia,  tmbydrous  and 

liquid.  Imports   423 

banks  and  banking,  savings,  decree,  pro- 

vides  guarantee   1182 

breweriw,  list  of   1017 

cattle,  staUstiii!   325 

coal,  situation,  elTert  of  war.  and  Ameri- 
can, posses  railway  test   274 

trade,  sailing  freigtat  alTects   476 

cotton,  situation,  and  milling.  Industry..  252 

customs  receipts,  11  months   100 

expwitioo,  fruit   939 

award,  gold  medal,  to  CaUfomla 

Assorfatlon   1158 

fibers,  emblra,  for  manufacture  of  cord 

and  twine   436 

Industry,  conditions   364 

mM-ket  sought.  In  United  States   762 

fruit,  opportunities,  American   666 

mangrove  bork,  supplv.  available,  and 

tnae    936 

■    motorcyclists,  trafllc  regulations,  test   383 

rubber.  Para,  prices,  increased   513 

ships,  sale  to  foreigners,  prohibited   ■126 

ships  and  shipping,  cargoes,  .yiace,  in- 
creased. Government  aid,  Brarll  to 

United  Statw   6"4 

silk  goods,  trade.  Imports,  statistics,  and 

fadustry   80 

trade  review,  Bractl,  exports  and  Im- 

porti,  statisUcs,  1015. . .  f*2 

9months....   202 

wines,  CaUfomla,  opportunities,  Ameri- 
can  796 

Gould,  O,  C.  (agent.  Bay  of  Islands),  fiirs  and 
fur-bearing  animals.  Industry,  (xmdl- 

tlons   1012 

herring,  Industrv.  and  exports,  statistics.  936 

and  packing   226 

Government  activities,  annual  report.  Bureau 

of  Standards.  United  States   213 

branch  office,  cooperative,  new.  Bureau 
of  Foreien  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce, United  States,  Tennessee, 
Chattanooga   738 
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GoTemment  activities,  branch  office,  nonco- 
operaiive,  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce,  United  Btates,  Iowa, 
Davenport   8B7 

bureau,  commercial  iatelbgenee,  estab- 

luhment,  proposed,  Canada   1131 

fostering  Industries,  established,  &1- 
berte   1071 

Bureau,  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce, assistance  to  manufacturers. 
United  States   Ill 

Bureau  of  Practical  Export  Intelligence, 
establishment,  propof^ed,  Canada   919 

cable,  hoisting,  plow-steel,  tests,  United 
States   1180 

census,  national,  new,  Ai^Una   965 

commlsshai,  appointed,  to  study  coal 
situation,  Spain   3M 

consultation,  ToreiKn  countries,  ivlth  Bu- 
reau of  Standards.  United  States   6S6 

consultation,  foimdrymen  with  Buraau 
of  Standards,  United  States   1U2 

criminology,  study  of,  Chile   SOB 

department,  business  maoagemeDt  of, 
Aiutralla   171 

Department  of  Chemistry,  new,  organ- 
lied,  AustraUa   756 

drinking  water,  supply  and  Inspection, 
Q^S..  !?;.....  35* 

Mnploynunt  agencies,  regulations,  Oov- 
erameut  supervision.  Argentina   463 

lamps,  gas.  Incandescent,  rating,  United 
States   1272 

materials,  expansion,  wider  range  in 
study  of.  United  States   1360 

rainmentstlTea,  United  States,  to  study 
markets  and  conations,  South  Amer- 
ica  lUO 

research  work,  uicouragemeot  of,  Aus- 
tria  Ml 

resources,  natural,  Oovemment  parties 
to  study,  Alaska.   1133 

test,  compression,  keel  block.  United 
States   t2« 

test  oars,  traok-scale,  free  transpwtatlon, 
Unltwl  States   1180 

teats,  adhesion,  for  falnlcs,  rubber  Indus- 
try, United  States   U38 

visitors,  at  Bureau  of  Standards,  United 
States   1187 

wire  drag,  results,  Alaska   1108 

wool,  demonstration  car,  tour,  Uidted 
States   363 

work.    Bureau    of   Fisheries,  spring, 

planned.  United  States   1043 

Borean  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 

Commerce,  United  States   34 

Bureaa  of  Standards,  recognition 

abroad.United  States   1003 

wlddly  studied,  United  States...  879 
International,  Geodetic  Survey,  ad- 

nndnK.  United  States   006 

piamudiCoaat  and  Geodetic  Surrev, 

United  States  :.  758 

Qraeey.W.T.Ceonsul, Seville),  boilers, effect 

of  fnel  used,  Andalusia   461 

oanal.  excavation  work,  completed,  and 
bridge,  movable  construction   02S 

coal,  trade,  conditions,  and  shortage,  ef- 
fect of  war   306 

codfish,  American,  demand,  and  prices 
paid   1177 

expoeltion.Hlspano-American,  Progress..  700 

gas,  prloe,  increased   105S 

noteb,  construction,  project   330 

mattreasea,  foreign,  demand,  lacking   639 

mines  and  mining,  barytes,  production, 
opportunities,  American   486 

olives,  crop,  condition,  and  oils,  olive, 
lodostry,  Andalusia   7 

paper  and  paper  goods,  Industry,  new, 
established,  Cordoba   158 

pipes,  water,  specifications   SSI 

sample  room,  American,  established   334 

sdiool,  nautical.  Inaugurated   1027 

ampsand  shipping,  line,  new,  direct,  New 
TorktoHudva   109 


Page, 

Gracey,  \v.  T..  telephones,  syston,  wireless, 

instalbtion  proposed   982 

tomatoes,  exportation  to  Nnway   14S 

trade  conditions   630 

trade  extension,  American  goods,  con- 
sular results,  Andalusia   557 

Grain,  American,  for  foreI;<:n  yxxts,  in  heating 

condition,  United  States   1070 

barley,  crop,  Japan   563 

cereals,  imports,  October,  Spain   68 

tsmpa,  acreage  and  production,  Spain —  563 

e^o^  and  Impocts,  statistics,  Nether-  ^ 

exposition,  wheat,  natioul,  Uruguay, 

Ouadeloupe   260 

Imports,  Italy,  Naples   7K 

sources,  Sweden   456. 

mills,  in  creameries,  Ireland   268 

movement,  lake.  Canada   1307 

oats,  crop,  production,  estimates,  Kew 

ZnHmS.  ■  im 

wheat,  crops,  Japan   563 

production,  estimates,  New  Zea- 
land  1112 

forecast,  first,  India.   853 

Imports  and  trade,  India   1097 

production,  estimated,  Australia.....  1054 
purchases,  Government  aid  urged, 

Spain   988 

See  aim  Aerlculture. 

Greece,  agricultural  Implemmts,  donand —  132 
American  firms,  agencies,  names  wanted 

by  consulate   195 

goods,  purchased,  consular  results. . .  870 
bedsteads,  iron  and  steel,  Amarlom,  pur- 

(fliased   m 

confidential  circular,  naults   869 

ccmsular  work,  results   lOOt 

currants,  cnm,  and  amount  avaltable  for 

export:.   900 

loW'^ade,  United  States  purchase...  178 
drafts,  American,  at  a  premium,  effect  of 

war   849 

drugs  and  chemicals,  situation,  exports, 

and  Imports,  statistics   93 

foodstuffs,  prices.  Increased,  statistics. . .  797 

bult,  citeus,  crop,  condition,  Athens   133 

hoops,  wooden,  demand   005 

lottwles,  privileged,  earnings   1350 

magneslte,  exporting  to  United  States, 

permission  for   68 

merchant  marine,  profits,  effect  of  war, 

and  ships,  purchased  and  sold   291 

motor  cars,  opportunities,  American. . . .  676 

opium,  crude,  exports  to  United  States..  785 

paper,  demand,  American   389 

railways,  completion   630 

electric,  Athens-Piraeus, earnings....  903 

ship,  sale,  public  auction   601 

sulphate  of  copper,  demand   787 

sulphur,  demand,  American   309 

trade  opportunities  and  consular  work, 

results   7W 

OrifBth,  P.  M.  (consul,  Santiago  de  Cuba), 

candy,  trade,  and  Imports,  statistics. . .  438 

canned  goods,  opportunities,  American..  483 
machines  and  machinery,  dairy,  opportu- 

itltles,  American   151 

warehouse,  construction   338 

Grout,  J.  H.  (consul,  Milan),  chicory,  Im- 
ports  SB 

glue,  purchases,  American,  direct,  de* 

sired.   1183 

Goadeloupe,  sugar,  crop   1069 

Guatemala,  commercial  travelers,  regulations 

affecting   470 

cork  cotton,  commercial  use  soufdit   1103 

exposition,  agricultural,  national   440 

gymnasium  apparatus,  for  schools   699 

lands,  oil,  Government  monopoly   359 

lease,  Government   387 

postage  stamps,  printing,  in  London,  au- 
thorised  788 

pubUcatlons,dlrectory,oSlclal,and  guide, 

general   184 

aniisaulu8,E.  N.  (cmsul,  Johannesburg),  as* 

bestos,  fibrous,  discovery,  Truisnal..  769 
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Ommolus,  B.  N.,  blankets,  cotton  and  oot- 

iDO  wool,  and  nigs,  demand   021 

cBtabinuB  aodprloe  lists,  wanted,  lor  con- 
sulate  1133 

ndd,piodoctlam,  Increased,  Transvaal...  asB 

lV>u  and  UChtuig,  dectrie,  supply  sys- 
t«m,  fTOwih   1286 

meUl  ceilings,  demand  and  prices   S15 

Oatbrie,  G .  W .( American  ambassador) ,  fl  ou  r , 
American,  Imports  and  trade,  statistics, 
Chosen   1»7 

law,  mining,  effective  April  1,  I91S, 
Japan   lOOS 

ships  and  shipping,  lines,  new,  Japan  to 
Candlne  islands   431 

<3aysnt,  C.  E.  (amsul,  Progreso),  benequln, 

expwts,  January   061 

logwood,  supplies  available   I<tl 

Haeberle,  A.  T.  (consul,  Pemambuco),  bulld- 

iae,  COTunercial,  new  opened   258 

cargoes,  return,  for  United  States   US 

caial(»ues.  American,  wanted,  for  con- 
sulate  107 

parcel-post,  paclraKes,  regulations   107 

telefraphf,  addresses  and  codes,  neces- 

sarv,  (or  export  trade   1204 

Hairandhalrgoods.balr.buman:  trade,  ooD' 
ditions,  eRect  of  war,  China,  Hong- 
kong  ...  1096 

trade,  and  demand  for.  South  Africa.  1058 
mohair,   industry,   conditions.  South 

Africa   180 

Haiti,  capital  and  Investments,  opportunities, 

American   531 

logwood ,  supplies  available,  C^ie  Haltlm 

and  I'ort  au  I'rince   161 

soaps,  factory,  construction,  concession 

granted   689 

sugar,  factory,  construction,  proposed, 

with  American  c^tal   £31 

trade  review,  imports,  American  goods, 

statistics   453 

Hale,  Albert  (commercial  attach^),  ttuilding 
operations,  office,  theater,  and  apart- 
ment  house   combined,  Argentina, 

Buenos  Aires   141 

fruit,  exchange  and  exhibition,  South 

America   443 

pamphlets,  illustrating  agricultural  ex- 
hibit  methods.    In   United  States, 

wanted,  Argentina   172 

show,  automobile,  Argentina   131 

Hale,  F.  D.  (consul,  nuddersfleld).  cotton, 

spinning  mills,  losses  and  profits   95 

drugs,  scarcity,  and  prices.  Increased   354 

gloves,  fabrics,  demand,  Amertcan   172 

mase  and  potash,  from  scour  liquors          1 172 

harhs,  cultlvatloD,  women  Interested   825 

steel,  quenching,  methods  used   137 

trade,  export,  conditions,  statistics   130 

trade  notes   117S 

Yorkshire   553 

trade  (^portunitiea,  results   306 

wages,  aKieement,  engineering  trade   721 

woolen  goods,  trade,  conditions   128 

Balstcad,  Albert  (consul  general,  Vienna), 

tiiamber  of  commerce,  in  Poland   17 

laws,  insurance,  codification   91 

machines  and  machinery .  match-making, 

AmerlcaD,  demand,  clrae  of  war   904 

reaearch  work,  encouragement  of   30i 

trade,  condltlrau,  ehanzed   189 

trade  review,  Austria-Hungary,  oondl- 

tfons,  9  months   151 

Banna,  P.  C.  (consul  general,  Monterey),  rail- 
way supplies,  equipment,  shortage,  and  ag- 

rteultore.oondiilons   94 

Handley,w.  W. (consul  general,  Callao- Lima), 

customs  revenues   886,948 

drafts,  London,  preference,  eBeets  of  ex- 
change conditions   377 

excdianee.  New  York  and  London,  Im- 
provements,statistics   818 

bats.  Imported,  demand   1189 

motor  vehicles,  use,  limited   1171 

memies,  new,  estimate   833 
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Handley,  W.W.,  ships  and  shlppliw.cargoes, 

space,  lacking!,  serious  eiTect  on  trade   1200 

Hansen.  C.  C.  (vice  consul,  Bangkok),  coco- 
nuts, cultivation   907 

cotton,  growing!,  industry,  and  crop   884 

drups,  crude,  and  spices,  production   916 

foodstuffs.  American,  Imports  and  de- 
mand  761 

exports   907 

Irrigation,  scheme   621 

machines  and   machinery,  irrigation, 

American,  purchased   1160 

perfumery  and  soaps,  Imports   509 

railways,  extension,  and  budgets,  esti- 
mates   494 

rice,  crop   333 

schools,  public,  university,  modem,  and 

educational  facilities   1141 

scientific  Instruments  and  medical  and 

surgical  sup|>lie3.  demand   453 

shipments,  American,  via  Java  ports   737 

ships  and  shipping,  tonnage  and  freight 
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canning,  llsh,  new,  effects  saving,  Canada .  750 

cement  mixer,  dnnand,  Canary  Islands, 
LasPalmas   im 

cleaning,  method,  new,  QermaDy   US 

coal  conveyor,  new  type,  insrallatlon, 
Wales   824 

concrete  mixer,  American,  purchoeed, 
ctmfidentlal  oncolar,  result,  Canada.. .  1246 

cotton  mill,  Amerloan,  order  secured, 
China   72 

dair}-,  opportunities,  Amerioan,  Cul», 
Santlam   151 

decortlcuion,  opportunities,  BnuU   866 

drilling,  oll-weil,  American,  pnrobaeed, 
Russia   641 

egg-yolk  powder,  demand,  American, 
Chtaa   m 

embroidery,  expwts  to  United  States, 
Germany,  Plauen   884 

(arming,  introduction  of  up-to-date,  Ber> 
muda   147 

tertllUer.  opportunities,  American,  New 
Zealand   185 

flax  harvesting,  demand,  Canada   411 

Eld  leaf,  opportunities,  Amerloan,  Spain  107 
iports,  Amerfean,  Increased,  South 

Airlca   265 

Roumanla   13 

irrigation,  American,  purchased,  Slam..  1180 
]abo^-sa^ing  devices,  demand,  Scotland.  315 
machinery,   bids   wanted,  Argentina, 

Santa  fe   707 

match-making,  American,  demand,  close 

ofwar, Austria   804 

demand,  Chile   081 

opportunities.  American,  Peru,  Cuzco...  1109 
packing,  engine,  opportunities,  Ameri- 
can, England   1157 

engine  and  boiler.  Imports,  Borma..  5 
steam,  high-pressure,  demand,  Can- 
ada..77... .  ;   1180 

propelling,  trade,  China   424 

pumps,  demand,  and  opportunities, 

American,  itussia   1004 

drainage,  electric,  for  flooded  areas, 

NetherUmds   12S2 

rlce-miUIng,  demand.  Cochin  China   010 

laws,  demand,  ^tussla   40 

prices,  Russia   600 

■ewlng  moditnes,  imports,  China   425 

sUk4plnning.  demand,  Colombia   821 

sludge,   drying,    invention,  England, 

Leeds   659 

ttone-crushlng,  demand,  Canary  Islands, 

LasPalmas  ■   1127 

sugar,  American,  used,  Hawaii   140 

sugar  mill,  American,  purdiass,pnpoBsd, 

Central  .^erlca...   12E0 

situation,  Cuba   1101 

textile ,  imports ,  China   435 

trade,  and  imports. statistics, China.....  424 
turnip,  topping  and  talUt^,  demand, 

Scotland   "967 

See  alto  Electrical  apparatus;  Road  and 
road  machinery. 

Uadai^ascar.  flour,  trade,  effect  of  war   637 

graphite .  exports ,  curtailed   1159 

paper .  wall,  trade  and  demand   1061 

petroleum  and  gasoline,  Imports   7 

soaps,  demand,  and  imports,. quality  and 

value   998 

wax,  raffla,  production   1030 

Magelsstni,  Wm.  C.  (omisuI,  Uelboume),  De- 
partment of  Commerce,  govCTument,  new, 

orcanized   756 

Mum,  F.  W.  (oonsul,  Amsterdam),  banks 

and  baoking,  gold,  deposits   976 

building,  office,  construction,  proposed, 

Haarlem   620 

ooflto,  trade,  and  stock  on  hand.  Eorope.  409 
consular  reports,  U.  S.,  quick  pabUcauon 
of,  comments  on.   515 
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Hahln,  F.  W.,  diamonds,  polished,  exports 

to  United  fitaWs   813 

expasltkm,text]le,n»U(nul,pnipoa«d...  A29 

hlloies.  bnslnees   257 

flood.  dlssstTDUs   603 

liubor,crDssliig,pian  for   270 

heninj; ,  Industry  and  catch   S17 

hospital,  new,  construction,  and  ntaa- 

slbn  of  old,  proposed   722 

fiQn>oie ,  deposits   238 

paving,  street,  cost   680 

pricetlst,  American,  perplexing   187 

rubber,  production,  statistics,  Dutch 

East  Indies   664 

ships  and  shippinz,  profits   62S 

sooety,  nunafactuies.  organbed,  pro- 
moting use  of  domestic  product!   617 

slaugbterhooses.oaal.atdltatlon   645 

tobMOo,  sale,  postponed.   465 

nneni|do]nn0nt,  oondlttoOB. .  231 
Halay  PvUnrala,  rubber,  espwts,  atttlstfcs, 

6  mo   146 

tfai,  pro^Ktkai  vid  axpoiti   57 

Uaocfaarla,  American  goods ,  purchased,  oon- 

BOlarresults   860 

beans,  acrease,  production,  and  trade, 

statistics   701 

bristles,  exports,  to  United  States,  In- 

ae«9ed..f7.   1132 

oils,  bean,  exports  to  United  States. 

Dairm   885 

seriealtaia,  conditions   587 

■Caimiog,!.  A.  (consul,  Uarranqullla}  .library, 

eongressioati.approMlatiim  lor,  Bogota  323 
lights  and  lldiilng,  electric,  ^ant,  oon- 

strootlon,  Puerto  Colombia.   259 

loiprood,  supplies  available   681 

mani^ve  bark,  exports   604 

rsUwBTs,  oonstructlon,  proposed   610 

sanitation  stations,  oonstouctlon,  author- 
lied     »10 

slaughterho lues ,  establishment,  desired, 
goremneot  aid,  and  cattle,  oeneoa, 

proposed   583 

trade>marfc,fees,modlBcatloo   002 

wood,  cigar-box  samples   863 

HttuAeld,  R.  P:  (consul general,  Vancouver), 
dtr, lodtisbial. development, and  com- 
pany, organiiad,  British  Columbia   1237 

coal,  production,  deoeased,  Britldi  Co- 
lumbia  861 

utOisatkm  method ,  for  smalUng   237 

conoesstons,  fishing,  soDjtht,  by  AsMimn  445 
copper,  blister,  exports  to  United  States.  098 
enendlturee,  polhnr,  aooDomy  and  re- 
trenchment, results   360 

financial  conditions,  statomant,  nitbb 

Gtlombla.   i2Bf» 

halibot.eatchandlDdiiBtrr.   872 

beniog,  Mppend,  Industry,  Bdtldi 

Columbia.   84 

marble,  dwoalts.BrltbhColnmbia   1213 

mining  nous,  British  Columbia   739 

nursery-stock,  sales,  legislation,  British 

Columbia   C33 

oils,  fuel,  displacing  coal,  British  Ck>lam- 

bla   1128 

railway  notes,  British  Columbia   857 

lelndeer,  raising,  unsuocessfnl   is3 

schools,  fruitHMcking,  government,  Brit- 
ish Columbia   10 

ships  and  shaping,  oompany,  Jtotrt. 
I>ollar,  transferred,  Seattle  to  Van- 
couver  75 

ladillles,  Increased,  to  Far  East   7S 

telephone,  coast-toHwast,  oomplM«d, 

prices   IIM 

Ikps  and  diarts,  charts,  prioee,  and  fnlghts, 

Suctiiatfoaa,  Germany   866 

mape,  S<^o^dd^rofnItw  district,  wttb 

Uaridnc.  ^»  Packlnc^^m^tw.* 
Marsh,  0. 0.  (conxnl,  Ottawa),  hides,  lea-Uon, 

used  lot  leather   75 

mafwhcturee,  new,  proposed   019 
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Harsh,  O.  O.,  salesmen,  bumptious,  unpt^u- 

tar  in  forelni  countries   811 

Martin,  C.  W.  (consul,  Toronto),  dikte  gum, 

exports  to  United  States   490 

Uartlnique,  banks  and  1  tanking,  American, 

needed,  and  bcilitiea,  lacking   614 

building  operations,  conditions,  eflect  of 

war   053 

lumber,  American,  trade   9S3 

trade  review,  oondltlons,  elfect  of  war... .  963 

exp<Hls  and  imports  614,933 

Uason,  D.  B.  (consul,  Algiers),  beans,  aereage, 

production,  and  trade   494 

hardware  and  Iron,  American,  purchasee, 

consular  results   765 

olives,  crop   883 

sulphate  ol  copper,  demand   47 

trade  review,  Algeria,  imports  from  Un^ 

ted  States,  statbtlcs,  1014   871 

kfassel,  J.  A.  (special agent), Industrlalnotes, 

Peru,CuM0   1109 

trade  extension,  opportunities,  Ameri- 
can, Bolivia   UMO 

Uastwson,  W.  W.  (consul,  Durban),  dlractory. 

trade,  revised   905 

rates,  freight,  increased,  from  Durban   606 

roofing,  corrugated  iron,  used   1208 

ships,  coal,  route  diversiim,  eOeot  of  Pana- 

maCanal   S33 

trade  extension,  American,  Increaaid, 

ctmsular  results   1036 

Hatches,  demand,  Japanese,  China   348 

industry,  consumption  and  prices,  Do> 

mlnican  Republic,  Puerto  Plata. . .  627 

Germany   123 

Sweden   10 

machinery  and  sticks,  demand,  Chile   981 

{irices,  increased,  effect  of  war,  Japan   122S 
rsde  and  Industrv,  China,  Hankow   810 

Ueesures.   See  Weights  and  measuias. 
Meats  and  meat  products,  beet,  chilled  and 
froiea,  exprats  to  United  States,  Ar- 
gentina, Buenos  Aires   603 

meat,  export  trade,  devdopment  pro- 
posed. South  Africa   233 

horse,  sale  permitted,  Aiventlna   1080 

Imports,  decreased.  South  Africa   414 

pacldng-house  moducts,  exports  and  Im- 
ports, statistics,  Ketheriands   1343 

asusage,  manufacture,  lacking,  Hostduras  1235 
sheep,  iroEen  dressed,  Amerfean  market 

sought,  Chile   1009 

taUow,  Industry,  British  NortliBflinw..  39 
Medical  and  surgical  supplies,  catgut,  lurgi- 

oal,  production,  China   475 

demand,  American, China,  Hongkong...  146 

Slam   453 

laboratory  ware  American,  avallabto, 

United  States   898 

medical,  prices,  Anstralla,  New  South 

Wales   84S 

See  aiK  Scientific  instruments. 
Uemminger,  Luoien  (consul,  Madras),  agri- 
culture, conditions,  efiect  of  war   344 

cotton  floods,  fa)>rics,  and  piece,  trade, 

oonditions   760 

cotton  twist  and  yam.  trade  and  imports.  740 
dairy,  industry,  development,  apd  cream 
separators,  opportunities,  American...  748 

Indigo,  crop,  conditions   609 

peanuts,  trade,  effect  of  war   1034 

pepper,  trade,  and  exports   442 

pipes  and  fittings.  Imports   SOS 

rice,  crop,  first  estlnute   £86 

sanitation,  emidltlais,  Improvements  pro- 

pceed   S65 

Hetals  and  minerals,  aluminum,  production 

proposed,  Ntaway   193 

antimony,  exports  to  United  States, 

Japan.  Kobe   887 

prices,  highest.  United  States   461 

antimony  regulus,  exports  to  United 

States,  China   ngg 

asbestos,  crude,  fiber,  and  sand,  exports 

to  United  States,  Canada   301 

embargo,  Canada   1255 

fibrous,    discovery.    South  Africa, 
Transvaal   766 
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Ifetftis  and  mlnenls,  asbestos,  market  lou^t 

for,  Soutb  Africa   m 

trade,  InonaMdiCsnada   967 

asphalt,  exports  to  tJnftad  States,  Trial- 

dad   2» 

brines,  experlroeDts,  search  for  potash, 

UnltedStates   UM 

bronze,  ilnc,  investigation  report,  United 

States   6R5 

buckets,  metal,  demand,  India   437 

copper,  blister,  exports  to  United  States, 

Canada   m 

cost  of  production,  deoreaaed,  Canada, 

Brltbb  Ccdumbla   153 

exports,  and  Imports,  statistics,  1 

weetUnited  States-.  63,170.258,357,497 
prices,  indflased,  Caaadi^  British  Co- 
lumbia  739 

copper  bullion,  exports,  valiu,  Uexico, 

AKuascslientes   167 

deposits,  Newfotmdland   950 

electric  smdtliig,  operations,  Newfound- 
land  950 

exports,  6  months,  Venesuala   ISO 

ferromanramese,   exports,   to  United 

States,  England   1103 

toll,  tin  and  composition,  American,  in- 
formation wanted,  England,  Liverpool.  ST3 
gM,  Imparts,  December,  United  States.  363 

proabction,  Canada   1171 

Increased,  Japan   398 

South  Africa,  Transvaal   280 

United  States   136 

Snake    River   VaUey,  United 

States   609 

South  Africa,  Transvaal   I39 

production  and  exports,  Venezuela..  1^6 

supplv.  In  bank,  Netherlands   824 

gold  leaf,  factory,  oonstruction  proposed, 

Spain   197 

Kraphit«,  exports,  curtailed,  Madagascar.  1159 

Industry,  activities,  Japan   956 

effect  of  war,  Japan   204 

Industry  and  resources.  China   90 

Invar,  Am^can  supply,  for  level  rods, 

United  States   »R5 

proiMTties,  United  States   1237 

magnesfte,  exportit^  to  United  States, 

permission  for,  Greene   63 

manganese,  production,  United  States...  370 
materials,  expansion,  wider  range  of 

study.  United  States   1360 

metals,  demand,  foreign,  increased,  Can- 
ada  iae« 

trade,  effect  ot  war,  China,  Honekone  S47 
metal   ''futures,"   trade,  prohibited. 

United  Kingdom   1164 

mliterals,  produotion,  statistics,  Brltldi 

Guiana   10 

and  impofis,  India   350 

value,  Canada,  British  Columbia   OGl 

nickel,  refinery.  New  York  interests  con- 
trol. Canada   823 

nickel  ore,  embargo,  Canada   1249 

nickel  steels,  properties,  Umted  States. . .  1237 
ore,  concentration   null,  constructloD, 

Canada,  British  Columbia   739 

platlnam,  (yscovery,  Spain   89 

Indu^ry  and  prices,  Colombia   1219 

production,  Canada   1136 

British  Columbia   739 

statistics,  Canada   1221 

radium,  production,  decreased,  effect  of 

war.  United  States   473 

refuse  receivers,  metal,  American  bids  per- 

missable,  Spain   202 

rock  crystal, supply,  plentiful.  Braiil....  1070 

salt,  industry,  Bratl),  Pemambuco   fv^S 

Soductlon,  Hawidl   723 
,  Kalvsmted,  opportunities,  Ameri- 
can, Bolivia   1261 

diver,  experiments,  with  voltameter, 

UnltedStates   1360 

prices,  increased,  Canada,  British  Co- 
lumbia   739 

production.  Canada   1171 

increased.  United  States.   138 
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Hetais  and  minerals,  silver  cups  and  oma- 

meni3,as  athletic  prites,  demand,  India  222 

spelter,  producUon,  Netherlands   1023 

sulphur,  demand,  American,  Greece   209 

Sweden   19 

prices,  Increasing,  Japan   520 

sublimed,  shortage,  Spain   361 

trade,  improvement,  Japan   1273 

tin,  Bolivian,  for  United  States   49 

industry  and  exports,  Nigeria   W 

Industry  and  Imports,  Lluted  King- 
dom  58 

Industry  and  production,  Australia. .  CO 

Duf<^  East  Indies   60 

production,  Imports,  exports,  and 

consumption,  statistics,  fngund. .  01 

Germmy   61 

production  and  exports,  China  and 

Hon^ong   n 

Malay  Pemnsula   87 

smelting  plants,  .Australia   58 

tin  plates,  American,  Imports,  Enelatid..  89 

exports  to  the  United  States,  Wales. .  413 
manufacture,  proposed,  Norway,  Sta- 

vanger   818 

plant,  American  engineer,  to  construct 

Norway   748 

production.  Wales   594 

tungsten,  manufacture.  United  Kingdom  1101 
uranium,  produotion,  decreased,  effect  oi 

war.  United  States   472 

vanadium,  production.  Increased,  United 

States   472 

line,  industry,  development  proposed, 

Canada.  Bnlish  Columbia   73B 

production,  plant  estabUsbed,  Japan.  1273 

reOneries,  established,  Japan   526 

reSnine  Industry,  Independence  estab- 
lished, Japan.   420 

sine  concentrates,  exports  to  United 

States.  AustraUa   963 

See  alto  Mines  and  mining;  Iron  and  steel. 
Meteorologv  flood,  disastrous.  Netherlands. . .  603 
observatory,  operations,  New  Zealand . . .  1103 
storm.damage.repairing, Lighthouse  Serv- 
ice, United  States   070 

Meters,  water,  demand,  Cuba,  Habana   1207 

Mexico,  ajn^culturat  Implements,  demand, 

Maiatlan   SQl 

alcoholic  beverages,  manufocture  or  sale, 

prohibited,  Durango   lOBO 

American  goods,  trade,  Maiatlan   289 

arms  and  explosives,  shipments,  from 

United  States.rulesgoverning   549 

boxes,  strawboard,  possible  use   649 

chicle.  Industry  and  production   390 

commission,  reeulatlon,  trade  and  prices, 

appointed.  Vera  Crut   1238 

concessions,  granted,  wevlous  administra- 
tion, decree  caocelUnit   600 

copper  bullion,  exports,  value,  Aguasca- 

uentes   167, 

exchange,  regulations,  decree   I01& 

financial  conditions,  reorganization   945 

henequin.  exporis,  Januarr,  Progreso....  951 

hides,  catile.  embargo,  posfpoaed.   680 

irrlgatloa.  plant,  constructlini,  SInaloa. . .  411 

project.  Slnaloa   339 

labor  unions,  decree,  governing.  Vera 

Crui   1087 

logwood,  supplies  available,  Prqgreao   161 

outs,  cogulto,  exports,  to  United  States. .  1071 
oils,  erode,  exports  to  United  States. ...  389, 083 

February   1366 

decree,  properties  invator?  required  S93 
photography  and  suppUes,  trade  and  de- 
mand  966 

prices,  regulation,  commission  apptrinted 

for.  Vera  Crui   1238 

railways,  service,  passenger,  resumed   760 

railway  supoiles,  equlnment,  shortage, 

and  agricultural  conditions   91 

ships  and  shipping,  Ime,  new,  to  Oalves- 

*^ton..,..r:.   481 

service,  AmericBo,  susneoded   698 

trade  extension ,  i^ptHtunities,  American, 

Acapulco   SOS 
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Mtxico,  trade-marks,   validation,  require- 
ments  S81 

trade  review,  Durango,  coiwUtlom,  itn- 

proved   665 

imp<Ht3,  neaded   790 

vamlah,  imports   3S9 

Uejrcrlieiin,  H.S-  (cxmsular  agent,  HedeiUu), 

moving  [dct  arcs   557 

lUUn,  R.  B.  (consul  jeoaal,  Seoul),  budgets, 

•xpcadltaies,  Govermtunt   4B1 

Gonstractioo  work   757 

exhiUtlon,  awutls   18S 

lnsursac«,  oompaoi«s,  operations   371 

mmlngnot«s   333 

population,  census,  Chosen   248 

pabllcaUtMis,  "Economic  Chosen"   876 

toUn  articles,  imports   895 

UUmorc,  0.  h.  (.harg<  d'aflalres  ad  lQt«lm}, 

law,  coasting  trade,  Tuulatlons,  Paraeuay..  1140 
HUner,  J.  B.  (consol,  Calais),  lace  goods,  ex- 

jcMCts  to  Uidted  States   S12 

Ulnerals.  Am  Hetals  and  mlneraU. 
lUn«aodDilning,as|dialt,productioa,  V'eoe- 

caela   1339 

barjias,     production,  opportunities, 

American,  Spelo   486 

capital,  American,  opportunities,  Vene- 
zuela  1330 

dahns,  private,  granted,  Venotoete   180 

ooal,  bituminous,  development,  proposed, 

Canada,  British  Columb^   120 

Industry,  conditions,  eflect  of  war, 

England   573 

copper,  \-alue,  Tasmania   349 

dlanionds,  opOTatlons  resumed.  South 

Alrfca   126 

resumption  proposed,  South  Africa . .  63 

Industry,  China   90 

effect  of  war,  Japan   264 

productive,  -Uaska   4 

United  Sutes   6 

statistics.  South  Africa   24 

Iron,  production,  Canada,  Sault  Ste. 

Uarle   474 

Ina  ore,  deposits,  Finnish  Laptand   612 

mining,  extension  granted,  Vene- 

luola   1239 

production,    Increased,  proposed, 

Japan   587 

law,  effective  April  l,  1916,  Japan   1003 

encotuaelnR  development  of  Indus- 

lr>',  TTonduras   1047 

magneslte,  production,  Veneiuela   1239 

mines,  production,  value,  Canada   843 

mhiing.  Industry,  oondltions,  Siberia   743 

mti^ng  district,  SchoenfeM,  report,  Ans- 

tria-Htmjiary   1189 

nldcel.  Ramie,  reopened.  Norway   3 

nltrste,  Industry,  iabor-sa%'lng  problem, 

ChDe  7!!.r.....r;  1144 

ore,  mani^ese,  Fanatna.  Colon   839 

shipments,  Canada,  British  Columbia  739 
platlntun,  development.  Government, 

Spata   89 

power  house,  construction.  Chosen   333 

resources,  development,  projxised,  China.  887 
salt,  Oovemment  administration,  Vene- 
zuela  653 

salt  mines,  opetatltms,  Government,  pro- 
posed, V«entela   1239 

tin,  operatkma,  resomtng,  proposed,  Aus- 
tria  CIS 

HOdlca,  h.  B.  (tIm  OouBul,  Cartagena),  but- 
tons, bMftulor,  cardboard  backing,  too 

Heavy  -                            --  MT 

exposition,  soil  and  Industry  products, 

proposed   399 

laws,  protest  of  drafte,  outitaie   1234 

mangrove  bark,  trade   604 

platfnom.  industry  and  prices   1219 

ships  and  shipping,  line,  new,  United 

States  to  Colombia   722 

waterworks  system,  extension,  proposed.  S31 
IComsen,  R,  P.  (vioe  consul,  Rio  de  Janeiro), 

roA  cr^tal,  supply,  plentlAil   1070 

tnde  extension,  products,  for  export ....  973 

ICooaoo  hortKws  and  docks,  omdltlons   30 
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ooBstructlon,  Soutb  AMea,  Gape 

Province   973 

sale,  opportunities,  AtnnlcaO,  Cen- 
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company,  organization,  for  Importing 

American  goods   1223 
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ferttifters,  plant,  new,  estaUlshed   189 

food  and  drugs  act,  regulations,  oopy  ot. .  117? 
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heavy,  Colcnnbla   567 
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wrianta,  btawl^  pdcw  tevor  wodoctkn, 
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wells,  development,  proposed,  India.  8S0 
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stearin,  Imports  and  uses,  China   888 
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tension, opportunities,  American,  Bolivia..  1301 
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American,  Canada   727 
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Germanv   599 

demand,  American,  Greece   289 

imports,  Costa  Itlca   1268 
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restrictions.  England   1301 
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Norway   1166 
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Houfikong   388 
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results   1126 

dairies,  industry,  undeveloped   677 

duties,  export,  increesed,  by  law   1067 

electrical  apparatus,  supplies,  American, 

purchased,  consular  rmilts..,..   1136 

exchange  rates,  office,  established   1062 

glass,  opportunities,  American   1221 

harbors  and  docks,  construction,  Ameri- 
can, conce«slan  granted   211 

law.  coasting  trade,  regulations   1140 

leather,  American,  purcliased,  consular 

results   1126 

oil  of  petitgraln,  exports,  to  United 

States   1053 

ships  and  shipping,  facilities,  increased, 

Sroposed   1071 
:  and  trade-marks,  law,  consolidation 
and    amendment,    proposed,  South 

Africa   603 

patents,  working  requirements,  suspen- 
sion, United  Ktoiftdom   65 

trade-mark,  fees,  modification,  Ctdombia.  602 

foreign,  registratltm,  Cube   602 

law,  new,  proposed,  Chile   602 

translation,  Ecuador   603 

validation,  requirements,  Uexleo   881 

Fatten,  E.  S.  (consul.  La  Roebelle},  con- 
struction notes   1160 

flsliing  port,  conditions   348 

immisration,  Cuban  labor,  Cognac   161 

Paving  and  paving  mflteriats,  paving,  pav»- 
ments,  and  repairing,  loan  authof- 

ited,  Chile,  Santiago   367 

street,  appropriation  lOr,  Denmarl^, 

Copenhagen   407 

cost,  Netherlands,  Amsterdam..  680 

Persia,  confidential  circular,  results   1105 

rugs,  oriental,  exports  to  United  States..  743 
shoes,  American,  purchased,  consular  re- 
suits   1100 

trade   extensitm,   increase,  predicted, 

Boshlre  with  Karachi   4U 

Peru,  appointment,  OoTemmant,  ctanmar- 

cial  attach^,  Lima   130 

bakery,  modem,  needed,  Cutco   llOB 

chamber  of  conuneroe,  organised,  Cerro 

de  Pasco   S36 

ocrtnage,  sHrer,  law   16S 

coins,  blank  or  silver  disks,  for  natltmal  ' 

mint   lOM 

customs  revenues   MS 

1915,  Callao-Llma   886 

drafts,  London,  preference,  effects  of  ex- 
change conditions   277 

exchange.  New  York  and  IxndoD,  imp 

provements,  statistics   818 

hats.  Imported,  demand   1189 

boteu,  modem,  needed,  Cutco   UOO 

Industries,  new,  needed,  Cusco   1109 

law,  levyinK  duty   17 

lights  and  lighting,  electric,  plant,  eoa- 

structloD.  Cuwo   1109 

machines  and  machinery,  opportunities, 

American,  Cutco   1109 

motor  vehicles,  use,  limited   1171 

power  and  power  plants,  electric,  con- 

structlon,  Cuico   1109 

railways,  construction,  to  LaConvenclon, 

Cuico   IIM 

street,electrlflcatlon,  proposed,  Cutco  UOB 
rates,  freight,  differences  in,  to  New  York, 

statbtlcs   ia06 

revenues,  new,  estimate   638 

ships  and  shipping,  cargoes,  space,  lack- 
ing, serious  wMt  cm  trade   U06 

slaugnterhouses,  needed,  Cusco   lUNt 
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Pwn,  tUM,  Inbcrttaom,  imposed  1^  tow   liu 

mulsh,  Importa   SCS 

waterworks,  ctmstructlon,  OoTentment 

approprtetloo  fcr  Coioo   1100 

sjrsUm,  iMW,lDst&]|atloD,Bin)uioa..  HOB 
Fests.  See  Insects  and  ptsts. 
Petroleum.  Set  OAs  and  greages. 
PhfllpplDes,  automobilea  aiKl  accessories, 

trade  and  demand   1074 

EUUq.  guiaouui  as  substitute   676 
mp,  Govamment  Inspection  241,6HP,W3 

I^oduction,  Oovemment  encour^ces.  760 
induMriea,  affected  b;  high  freight  rates.  420 

motorcvcleG,  demand   108B 

Duts,  oil-bearlDg,  tests   603 

rattan.  Industry  and  production,  develop- 
ment, GoTomment  aid   X3 

roads,  STStem,  c<mditlons   1080 

roofing,  Orewixrf,  cheap,  demand   064 

ships  and  atupplng,  roate,  trade,  changed, 

wfect  of  war   380 

aagar,  refining  process,  use  <a  bydrated 

lime   150 

taxsticKi,  automobile   1080 

thymol,  production,  ^n'oposed   727 

tobacco.  Inspection  and  exportation  law .  60D 

traction  engnes,  demand,  lac  king   1066 

niotcgraphr  uid  supplies,  dry  plates,  photo- 
Kraphic,  opportunities,  Xmerlcan,  Can* 

ada,  Quebec   1239 

negatives,  old,  reuse,  effect  of  glass  short- 
age, Franoe   1107 

lAiotogropliic  materials,  American,  d»- 

mand,  Bermuda   885 

trade,  ftanoe   1117 

and  demand,  Uexlco   000 

Porto  Blco   066 

PlekerdL  O.  H.  (consul,  Para),  nuts,  crop, 

reduced   300 

Pierce,  W.  A.,  (vice  consul,  Cbarlottetown), 
aluminum  ware,  opportunitiee,  Ameri- 
can, Prlixw  Edwanl  Island   1040 

ships  and  shipping,  service.  Prince  Ed- 
ward IslaiHl  and  mainland   900 

aldns,  fox,  exports  to  United  States   031 

Pike,  W.  J.  (consul  general,  Coburg),  hops, 

•Sports  to  United  States   622 

^tes  and  piping,  pipes,  sewer,  manufoetnre 

from  molten  lava,  Hawaii   904 

watv,  specifications,  Spain   851 

pipes  and  fittings,  imports,  India   608 

tantcs,  teewery,  American,  ponAased, 

trade  opportunities,  renilta,  France. . .  1378 
tabes,  colupelble,  Amarloan,  denuind, 

England,  Liverpool   878 

Fbar,  C.  J.  (vice  consul,  Buenca  Aires;,  trade 

notes   108S 

numbing  and  suppUee,  Imports,  Amotlna.  1006 
opportunltiM,  American,  Cbma,  Hankow  783 
FoUshing  materials.  See  dvansing  and  pol- 
ishing materials. 
Ptmttus,  A.  W.  (consul,  Foochow),  clocks, 

demand   183 

Pocde,  D .  W .  C,  jr.  (ooosular  assistant ,  Paris),  . 

beans,  acreage,  productltm,  and  trade   696 

Farter,  E.  C.  (eommercial  agent),  dollar  ex- 
oiange,  development,  between  United 

States  and  Chlb   640 

pnUicstions,  documents  available,  pub- 
lic library,  New  Ywk,  United  States ...  410 
resignation,  Burean  Foreign  and  Domes- 
tic CtHomerce,  and  app^tment,  exec- 
utive seaetary,  .\mBricaii  ■  RosslBn 

Chamber  of  CoQunerce   980 

ships  and  shlmilng,  {adUtfes,  with  Aus- 
tralia, United  States   303 

trade  review.  United  States,  Imports  from 

Russia,  statistics   306 

Pcrto  Rfoo,  banks  and  hanking,  depostts  and 

losiB   868 

idiatograpby  and  BappUaa,  trade  and  de^ 

mand   OQO 

postage,  excess,  waste  1049 

ships  and  shipping,  service,  suspenslan, 

finaMew(£lMos  ,  1333 

tanMt,  iMMn.  meoniftil   1080 
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Portugal,  cream  separators,  opportunities, 

American   548 

flga,  in  demand   381 

leather,  opportunities,  American   663 

parhunery,  demand   MO 

pineapplu,  Atorean,  trade   881 

radio  statl<»i,  new   821 

seed,  potatoes,  Importation,  Oovem- 
ment, ftom  Franoe   SSI 

shipbuilding,  activities   538 

stefO,  imports  from  United  States   881 

tarlSs,  revision,  proposed   19S 

toDet  articles,  demand   000 

wines,  production   085 

Portuguese  East  Africa,  ooiK8ssfc>ns,  Indus- 
trial, for  new  plants   100 

mangrove  berfc,expMta,  to  United  States.  1007 
Postal  service,  devdopment  and  bdlltles, 

Chtoa....   lU 

extension,  Colmnl:^   tu 

to  Panama,  Spatai   181 

monopoly,  government,  Uruguay   804 

poroeT-viMt,  convention,  wlui  Panama, 

VenKoela   K 

paofcagee,  regulattons,  Brasil,  Per- 

nanumoo   107 

postage,  excess,  waste,  Porto  Rico   lOM 

rates,  2-oent,  agreement,  British  Gal- 
ana  and  united  States   807 

short-paid,  problem,  AustnUia   188 

stan>.T»,  nrlntlng,  in  London,  anthor- 

ised,  Guatemala   786 

wrong  provisions  for,  India   528 

postal  convention,  new.  South  America..  841 
reply-coupons,  bitematlonal,  use,  United 

Statee   004 

Poultry  and  eggs,  eggs,  bad,  blgb  percentage, 

law^iatlon,  Uidteditotes   1108 

"loss-olT"  system.  Improves  market, 

Canada   7« 

feedstufis  demand,  liirJted,  England...  607 

meat  ireel,  Amerlcttn,  demand,  Canada. .  749 
poultry,   Arrerlcen,  govwimkait  pni^ 

chase,  Cuba   Ml 

Industry,  government  aid,  New  Zea- 
land.:..: '.   UB 

labor-saving  devices,  demand,  Scot- 
land.  315 

Power  and  power  plants,  construction,  for 

supplying  mines,  Chosen   33S 

elecnfe^^^oom^aDles,  profits,  Entfand,  ^ 

construction,    concessioa  granted, 

Ctdle,  Calbuoo   849 

Ecuador,  Daule,  Cnenca,  and 

Tolcaa   187 

Germany   839 

Peru.Cuico   1108 

current,  Sweden  to  Denmark   115 

extensions  and  improvements,  New 

Zealand,  Qisbome   38B 

supply,  threatened,  Norway   28S 

hydroelectric,   construction,  proposed, 

Dominican  Republic   194 

extension  proposed,  Tasmania   849 

new,  construction,  Japan,  Hyopchon.  7S7 
power,  current  utilmtlon  for,  Bay  of 

Fundy,  Canada   UOS 

electric,  cotton  mill,  increased,  India.  1188 
pomplng  plants,  installation  proposed, 
New^^bimd,  Aockland. ....... ... '  38S 

8u  aUo  IConielpal  enterprises;  Publlo 
works. 

Pratt,  Dr.  E.  E.  (Chlefof  Bureau  Foreign  and 
DoRiestk!  Commerce),  caimed  goods, 
foreign  trade,  extension  desired.  United 
States   SaO 

commercial  rations,  extension  proposed, 
American  with  Norn's^   869 

"Preparedness  tor  Peace,"  speech  Uidted 
States   677 

trade  extension,  foreign  work,  qualities 

work,  Bureau' or  F(»ei«7i  and  Donustie 

Commerce,  United  States  : .  84 

Precloa  stones,  carbonados,  trade  and  prices, 

Brull,  Bebla   978 
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ProclouB  stones,  diftmonds,  cut,  exports  to 

United  Stat«8,  Netheriands   875 

iodtistry,   effect   of  var,  Brltub 

Guiana   10 

polished,  exports  to  United  States, 

Netherlands   813 

tnde  and  prices,  BraEll,  Bahia   675 

Frioas,  c.i.  f.,  qaotuigmethod,  united  Stataa.  616 
dellTered,  quoting,  importance  of,  Latin 

Amerioi   466 

foodstuffs,  Increased,  causes,  effect  of  war, 

Sweden   4S6 

prafenmoe,  grocers  queried  as  to,  Canada.  1020 
regulations,  commission  appointed  for, 

Ifexloo,  Vera  Cms   1238 

ProlBseions  and  trades,  agent,  trade  and  In- 
dnstrr,  saperrlsion  of  shipplt^  lndu»- 

try,  Russia   1219 

appomtments,  goTernment,  Commercial 
Attaches,  Peru,  Lima,  and  Australia, 

Helboume   130 

CTlmlnoIogr  commissioner,  to  study  con- 
ditions, Chile   509 

examinations,  civil  ser%-lce,  (or  radlo- 

tel^raphy  license.  United  States..  18 
cleric,  commercial  attache,  United 

States  m.m 

marine  license,  permissable  at  age  of 

19,  United  Stales   744 

exportera,  list  of,  cacao  and  coffee,  Vene- 

EUela   17 

foundrymen,  consult  Bureau  of  Stand- 
ards, United  States   1212 

Inspector,  herring  pedcing,  appointed, 

Newtouodluia   227 

steamboat,  restored  to  duty.  United 

Slates   8fi0 

motorcvclists,  traiHc  regulations,  test, 

Brazil,  Rio  de  Janeiro   383 

pharmacists,  licensed,  list,  Australia, 

Victoria   807 

weighers,  samplers,  and  Inspectors,  cot- 
ton, method  of  appointment,  U.  8   246 

Proposals  for  Government  supplies  and  oon- 
stjuctlon,    ogrleultunT  lm;^aments,' 

tractors   689 

armies  and  navies,  army  supplies..  110,366,432 

Navy  Department  suppUes   207, 

28S,  479,  623,  672,  768, 
912,1008,1150,1106,1279 

Signal  Corps  supplies   639 

automobiles  and  accessaries,  ambulance. .  623 

tmclES,  gasoline   672 

buUdlng  materials   366 

cement,  Portland   836 

riprap   678,688 

riprap  and  capstones   1198 

rocks  and  bowlders   768 

buildlne  operations,  alterations   366,495 

brick  quarters,  construction   768 

buildings,  extension  taiA  remodeling.  1150 

earthwork  and  strtiotures.   688 

extension  of  building   1279 

extension  platform   207 

extension  and  remodeling  work   495 

Interior  finish   608 

meohanJcal  equipment,  Installations.  60S 

quarters,  wood-lhune   1262 

reooostruotlon  work   119S 

ooai  688.880,1118,1151 

ttnutmotion  work   110, 

28S,  336, 400, 432, 479, 608, 623.638, 672, 
6SS,  816,  830, 912, 942,  lODS,  1118, 1160 

cordageandtwine.rope   1198 

ootton  goods,  towds,  band   1262 

dredgers  and  dredging,  dredging   470, 

495.^.616.943,1150 
drugs  and  Chemicab,  salvarsan  and  neo- 

salvarsan    lllS 

veterinary  supplies   1198 

electrical  apparatus,  batteries   638 

oonduit  system   830 

motor  generator  set..   1118 

elevators,  passenger,  eleotrlc  110,495 

fibers,  rope,  sale   110 

flour   336,483,831 

Ibodstun^   1150 

provisions   831 


PagSk 

Proposals  fw  Oovamment  sappUas  aad  ooo- 

strootion,  fuel   U63 

(omlture,  iMdsteads   1379 

sale   608 

gas  and  electric  fixtures,  lighting  flxturea.  830 

rIoss  and  glassware,  glasses,  fleld   830 

General  Supply  Committee   400 

beating  systems   433 

construction   768 

housefumfshing  goods,  kitchen  utensils.-  608 
mattresses,  renovating,  steaming,  and 

remaking   816 

Indian  supplies   lOOS 

Iron  and  steel,  cable,  submarine   240 

chain   942 

gates   400 

iron,]unk,8ale   110 

scrap   1198 

reels,  hand   830 

steel   326 

steel  maneuver  boat  hull   608 

steel,  Stniotural   623,768 

tower,  structural  st^i,  Honolulu   240 

lowers,  steel  912,1263 

labor  and  warn,  labor,  building  operation  306 
laundries  and  supplies,  laimdry,  construc- 
tion :..   768 

lighthouses,  propoty,  sale  ol   240 

lights  and  llfOitbg,  fliOures   6S8 

C,  acetylene   880 

tern   768 

livestock,  horses   336 

horsBs  and  cattle   495 

lumber  and  timber  products,  buoys,  spar.  608 

counters   400 

excelsior   1118 

flagstaffs   816 

lane?  poles   1263 

lumber   880,1008,1118 

piles,  yellow-pine   638 

macuilnes  and  machinery   528 

alrcompressm     768,12711 

boiler,  marine   479 

cranes,  locomc^e   816 

engines,  oil   1363 

lock  eatfis   110 

mall-handlliw  devices   ^ 

mechanical  equipment   638 

pumps   816 

rei;etable  paring   366 

windlasses   400 

meats  and  meat  products,  bacon   1150 

bacon  and  ham   830 

bacon,  ham,  and  sausage   1263 

lard   943,1263 

lard  and  bacon   432 

lord  and  sausage   HIS 

tallow   1008 

medical  and  surgical  sappU?s,  dental..  SMLOSS 

gas,  oxygen,  apparatus   lOOS 

medical   SI, 

X7, 240. 2S8, 336, 108, 880,943,  lOW 

metals  and  minerals,  brass.   1198 

brass  and  copper,  sale   110 

lead,  red   1262 

meWI  work   768 

metal  work  for  structural  steel  tower.  400 

motors,  lung  motor   880 

motor  boat^,  life   608 

municipal  enterprises,  fire  systems   913 

oils  and  greases,  kerosene   1363 

oils,  fuel   880 

paints  and  varnishes,  paints   366 

Panama  Canal  supplies   31, 

207, 240, 366.  S&,  816,912, 942, 1118, 1263, 1279 

paper  and  paper  goods,  paper,  wilting...  913 

pipes  and  piping,  hot  water   UO 

pipe,  water,  cast-iron   816 

tubes,  condenser   943 

Postal  Service,  mall  chute   830 

mail-handling  d  'vicps   943 

power  and  power  plants,  pumping  ^  110 

printing  and  supplies,  binding   913 

bookbinding   111S,U19 

publ  leal  Ions,  books,  medical   638 

handbook,  for  liospltal  corps   340 

medical  book   479 

public  works,  earthwork  excavatitm   623 
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Proposals  ttx  Govemmect  snppUes  and  oon- 

■tmction,  mnoTlng  smictures   1198 

sewage-disposal  system   495 

ralhrt  J  supplies,  looomoUres   042 

refrigentJoD,  ice  ^   1263 

rubbtt   1198 

rubber  goods,  sheeting   288 

auUtstlon,  sever  extenrion   768 

seleatific  Instrumenti,  Xay  appantos..  110 

X-iay  plates   432 

ships  and  shippliv,  boat  basin.....   366 

boats,  small   MS 

buoy   886 

buoys,  alterations   49S 

dampropa   336 

lauDOi,  steam   M3 

bunches,  pudUaB   608 

lighthouse  tender,  docking  and  re- 

nUitag  240,270,528,831 

ll^t  Tassel,  overhaallng   1279 

maneuver  boats   433 

vesrals,  charter  of   623 

docking  and  repairing  608,638 

repairs  to  495,688 

stationery  and  supplies   432,479 

Storee,  subsistence  supplies   336,688,1118 

tdephonesand  telegraphy,  cable   lllS 

conduit  and  wuii^  system   IIOS 

textilM  432,179 

transportation   1198 

vehicws  and  supplies,  wagons,  boat   672 

wearing  apparel,  shirts   672 

wire  and  wire  goods,  wire  1118,1263 

wiring  syatem,  electric.  United  States  830 

wool  and  woolen  goods,  blankets   479 

Publications,  acetTlene  In  gas  mixtures, 
determbiatloD,  8.  P.  No.  207,  Bureui  of 

Standards   814 

annual  report,  Panama  AssoeUtlon  ol 

Commerce,  Panama   966 

books.  Illustrating  works  regulating 

and  controlling  rivers,  Switzerland .  315 
linports,  exempt  (rom  FBStrictlons, 

United  Kingdom   1042 

lighthouse  service,  progrcaa  shown, 

United  States   798 

booklet,  on  Russia,  United  States   1136 

carbon  in  steel,  deter mioatlon,  direct 

combustion.  United  States,  T.  P.  No.  60  836 
catalogues,  business  bouM,  forwarded  by 

consul.  Brazil,  Sao  Paulo   285 

Issued,  United  States   826 

of  charts,  salUiwdiiwtlons,  atid  tld« 
tables,    of    PhUlpplnss,  United 

States   850 

"Center  of  Gra\ity  and  Effective  Wave 
Length  of  Transmission  of  Fyrome- 

ters,*'  No.  260,  United  SUtes   389 

"Central  Am«Ica  as  an  ExpOTt  Field," 

S.  A.  8.  No.  113.  United  States   1367 

code,  building,  natlontd,  Scotland   430 

consular  reports.  United  States,  quick 

handling  of,  comments  on,  Netherlands.  516 
coast  pilot,  sectmd  odIUoD,  supplement, 

United  States   955 

"Cotton  Goods  in  China,"  B.  A.  8.  Na 

107,  United  States   304 

"Cotton  Goods  In  the  Straits  Settle- 
ments," 8.  A.  S.  No.  115.  United  States.  953 
"Determination  of  Barium  Carbonate 
and  Sulphate  In  Vulcaniied  Rubber 

Goods,"  United  States   371 

directory,  official,  and  general  guide, 

Guatemala   184 

trade,  revised.  Natal   995 

docqments,  avallanle,  public  library.  New 

York,  United  StatM   419 

"Dnstiifl  situation  In  United  States, 

Novembor,  1915"   179 

"Economic  Chosen,"  Chosen   S70 

"Street  ot  Imporfect  Dielectrics,  Field  of 
RadlotaiKrapblc  Antenna"  8.  P.  No. 

88^  United  States   1231 

"ETaporatlon  of  Brine  from  Seailos  Lake, 

CiL''  P.  P.  No.  9S-A,  United  States ...  1163 
HA  and  fish  eggs,  distitbotlon,  npon, 

UnlM  States   986 
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Publications,  "General  Information  Regard- 
ing Alaska,"  United  States   733 

GoTemnient,  new.  United  States   147 , 

232, 260. 372, 461, 563, 765, 93».10n,  1161, 1267 

"Handbook  for  export  to  South  Amer- 
ica," Canada   311 

handbook,  reviewed,  India   382 

"ImpOTtant  events  in  RadloteleRraphy," 
United  States   831 

Import  Duties  ou  Textiles  In  South 
America."  T.  S.  No.  32,  United  States. .  87D 

"Importeci  merchandise  entered  for  con- 
sum  ptlwi  and  duties  collected  thereon," 
United  States   276 

"Inclustons  in  the  Silvei  Voltameter 
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Sileslan,  prices,  increased   130 

construction  work   328 

earthenware,  industry,  trade  agreeftaent, 
and  cardboard,  industry,  oonditloas, 
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optical  goods,  trade  and  demand   1038 

oranges,  crop,  conditions,  Valencia   346 

trade,  conditions,  Valencia   lOBS 

paper,   situatioo,   and  opportunities, 

American   968 

paper  and  paper  goods,  industry,  new, 

establlBhia,CorJoba  :   163 

petroleum,  indksatlMis  of  exlstwca   311 

ptpea,  water,  specifications   851 

platlnnm,  di9Co\-ery,  and  mining,  devel- 
opment, Ooveroment   89 

postal  ser^-lce,  extension  to  Panama   181 

public  w<vks,  improvements,  American 

bids  permissible   -303 

pulp,  paper  and  wood,  exempt  from  Im- 
port tax   1333 

raologram  receiver,  impRnad  type   666 

railways,  dectric,  narrow-gauge,  coo- 

struction   9M 

rates,  freight,  increasing   666 

representation,  direct,  needed   384 

rice,  productlrai  and  consumptloo   096 

sample  room,  American,  establistwd   334 

sardines,  canned,  exports   139 

school,  nautical,  inaugurated   1037 

ablm,  sale  to  foreigners,  prohibited   666 

shqts  and  sbtpping,  line,  mail,  suspen- 
sion    9*7 

new,  direct,  New  York  to  Huelva .  169 

statistics   1011 

stock  companies,  joint,  organized   746 

subsidies,  shipping,  withdrawn,  by  de- 
cree  IIH 

sugar,  beet,  production   1030 

sulphate  oi  copper,  purcbsse,  Oovemnunt 

appropriatfan  for   1249 

and  sulphur,  sublimed,  sbortage   361 

tariffs,  exemptions   1009 

additional   4fn 

temporary   146,833 

telegrams,  commercial,  rates  lowered   961 

telephones,  system,  wireless,  Installation 

proposed   983 

terms  of  credit,  conditions,  Se\  Ule   631 

tomatoes,  exportation  to  Norway.   149 

trade  extension,  American  goods,  consu- 
lar results,  Andalusia   567 

trade  review,  exports  to  United  States. . .  801 

and  possessions   1119 

exports  and  Imports   lOBl 

Octol)er   338 

statistics,  11  mo   846 

goods,  list,  for  export  to  Morocco, 

suggested   284 

Seville,  conditions   flw 

transportation,  necessaries,  commission 

to  regulate   977 

varnish,  imports   359 

wheat,    purctusea,    Oovemment  aid 

urged   ■  988 

wines,  productkn   im 

wood  pulp,  shortage   Kl 
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Spices,  cloves,  exports,  to  United  States. 

British  East  Afrira   1087 

pepper,  trade,  and  exports,  India   442 

proauctlon,  Blam   916 

Splnts  and  beverages,  alcohol,  competitions, 

time  extended,  Russia   1063 

Industry  and  exports,  Spain   132 

akobcdlc  beverages,  manufacture  or  sale, 

prohibited,  Mexico,  Durango   1000 

ale  and  beer.  Imports,  statistics,  eflect  ot 

war,  Burma   74 

beer,  American,  purchased,  India,  Ka- 
rachi  eg 

Industry  and  trade,  Cuba   464 

beverages,  alcoholic,  Imports,  statistlts, 

Venezuela   519 

breweries,  conditions  Improved,  eflect  of 

war,  Venezuela   520 

Ustof,  Braifl   1017 

pKfitS,  Slleala   480 

brewery,  dividend  declared,  G^many, 

SUesfit   165 

brevliv  Interests,  merger.  Chile   &15 

cacao,  exports  to  United  States,  Ecuador .  080 
Imports,  (or  manutaclurlng  choco- 

liitesand  sweets.  Spain   1055 

.   production,  Belgian  Kongo,  Kam- 

enm   683 

trade  and  exports,  Ecuador   914 

chicory.  Imports,  Italy   39 

cocoa,  exports  to  I'nlted  States,  Brazil . .  759 
coffee,  barley  and  flg,  substitute  for  cof- 

lee,  successful,  Chile   1191 

embargo,  Denmark   833 

exports,  November,  Brazil   321 

to  rnlted  States,  Brazil,  Santos.  1228 
sltiiatloii,  and   exports,  statistics, 

Bra^n   516 

trade  and  exports,  Ecuador   914 

and  stocK  on  hand,  Europe   490 

malt,  production,  unsuccessful,  and  con- 
cession, Arfcntlna   408 

mineral  waters,  trade,  South  and  Central 

America.   166 

tea,  enxHts,  Java   981 

Inaustry,  results,  world   73 

odong,  exports  to  United  States, 

Taiwan.   513 

inwiuctioo  and  exports,  statistics, 

India   79 

trade,   prosperity,  eflect  (A  war, 

Japan   200 

trade  and  exports,  Japan   934 

whbky,  exports  to  United  States,  Scot- 
land..'.  E25 

Wines,  CalUmila,  opportunities,  Bratil . .  796 

venesuela   619 

oppOTtunltles.  AoKricaa,  India   082 

production,  decreased,  and  imports, 

stat  istics,  France   324 

Portu^   985 

Spain   1111 

yerha  male,  for  soldiers,  proposed, 

France   639 

Sporting  goods,  fishhooks,  opportunltiee, 

Americsn,  China   462 

golf  b^s,  British,  for  American  trade, 

Wales   WJ 

gymnastumapperatns,  for  schools,  Ouato- 

mala   590 

tennis  supplies,  demand,  India   632 

Btarrett,  H.  P.  (consul,  Fort  WQllam),  ele- 
vators, grain,  construction  and  exteit 

slon   1220 

grain,  movement,  lake   1207 

fltauraiery  and  supplies,  typewriters,  oppm- 

ttmitles,  AmericaD,  Hondaraa   723 

Statistics,  dtles,  commlssion-goverDed,Uiilted 

States   747 

trade,  collection  and  publication  rules, 

Uruguay   1246 

Stephens,  J.  0.  (consul,  I^ymouth),  clay, 

exports  to  Unit«a  States   805 

fitilea,  G-.  K.  (consul,  Tenerlffe),  associations. 
Board  of  Trade,  TeneriOe-Ainerlcan, 

organlied   547 

cement,  demand,  American.   ISO 

coaling  statltm,  Importaoce,  and  coal, 
AmerleaD,  Imports   764 
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Stiles,  G.  E.,  consular  work,  results   819 

motor  trucks,  demand,  American   228 

municipal   enterprises.  Improvements, 

Iroposcd,  I.as  Palmas   1127* 
ps  and  shipping,  ser\'lce,  increased, 

sought   247 

terms  of  credit,  conditions,  Americans 

should  study   988 

Stlmson,  F.    J.   (American  ambassadw), 
arbitration,  trade,  Chamber  of  Commerce 

approval,  Argentina   337 

Stores,  department,  development  and  exten- 
sion, China,  Hongkong   1103 

manunoth,    con.<>  I  ruction,  Canada, 

Winnipeg   1148 

removal  to  new  building,  China, 

Hongkone.   869 

Ave  and  ten  cent,  establlslunent,  oppor- 
tunities, American,  Canada   1174 

Stoves  and  furnaces,  lunuices,  electric,  ex- 
tended use,  England,  Sheffield   1168 

Straits  Settlement,  cotton  goods,  opportuni- 
ties, .^meriron   063 

trade  extension,  opportunities,  American  977 
trade  review,  exports  to  United  States, 

statistics   1176 

revived,  3  mo.   445 

Straw-braid,  flax  straw,  American,  utHiza- 

Hon,  United  States   37 

industry,  Italy   487 

Strickland,  C.  L.  (consul,  Cbarlottetown), 

lobster,  canned,  exports  to  United  States. .  463 
Subsidies,    glycerhie    company,  receives, 

Japan   420 

shipping,  withdrawn,  by  decree,  Spain..  1164 

ships  and  shipping,  annual.  Japan   431 

Sugar,   beet.  Industry,   development,  in- 

creased.  United  States  419,943 

beet,  production,  Spain   1030 

statistics,  Europe   195 

trafflc,  facilities,  lacVing,  Sweden   372 

beets,  cultlratlon,  Oovemment  encour- 
ages, Oermanv   1187 

cane,  factories,  production,  decreased. 

United  States   1116 

consumption  and  imports.  United  States  155 
containers,  bagasse  barrels,  manufacture, 

Hawaii   984 

crop,  estimates,  Cuba   84 

statistics,  Cuba   681 

Worid   164 

Guadeloupe   1068 

IToductlon,  decreased,  United  States, 

Louisiana   957 

cube,  demand,  American,  South  Africa. .  436 

demand,  American,  Norway   299 

estates,  list  of,  Barbados   902 

exports,  to  United  States,  Cuba   98,465 

factory,  construction,   proposed,  with 

American  capital,  Haiti   531 

profits,  Germany,  Silesia   156 

eranulatea,  pri'c.  Canada   194 

importation,  prohibition,  France   887 

Imports  from  United  States,  consular  re- 
sults. Switzerland   754 

industry,  conditions,  Hawaii   140 

maple,  saronles,  insncction  tests,  Canada  370 

mm,  machinery  Htuatlnn,  Cuba   HOI 

mills,  modem,  V  enczuela   8 

molasses,  exports  to  United  States,  Bar- 
bados  799 

Cuba   98 

prices,  high  level  maintained,  Canada  1164 
Ibices,  decreased,  effect  confectionery 

tradie,  Venezuela   1305 

production,  decreased,  statistics,  Sile- 
sia  118S 

reOning,  Industry,  census,  I'nilod  States  291 
process,  use  of  hvdratcd  lime,  Philip- 
pines  ISA 

sirup,  demand.  American,  Norway   200 

table,   Oovemment  analyzation, 

Canada   1106 

bade,  production,  and  exptvts  and  Im- 
ports, Italv   808 

Summers,  Madaln  (consul,  Sao  Paulo),  ad- 

vertLflng,  American,  consular  work   124 

Surgloal  supplies.  See  Uedloal  and  surgloal 
aupidles;  ScIentlQc  instnimeats. 
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eanii*d   153 

ball  bearing  exports  to  I'nlted  StAtes...  678 

beans,  acnatx,  production,  snd  trade....  705 
badsets,  national,  expenditures  and  reve- 

Dues,  statistics   787 

di«inl(»]  pulp,  exporta,  to  United  Stales, 

decreased   1100 
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Tblt  StocKholm   1 

corporations,  tiadltq:,  new,  orRSnlud   S? 

cost  of  liTbw,  Increased,  causes,  effect  of 
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tisb  and  fisheries,  limeb,  demaod   990 

erain,  Imports,  aoarces   460 

national  wealth,  tocreased  -  1039 
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sucvesfu)  ,   603 

petroleum,  Shortafe   742 

power  and  pown  plants,  electric,  cnmnt , 

to  Denmark   115 

prices,  foodstuffs,  increftsed,  causes,  effect 

o(  war   460 

publk»ttons,   "Swedish  Commerce," 

trade  promotion  with  Rtusta   885 

laQwavs,  toeffle,  frelKht,  heavy,  with  Ger- 
many   1160 

diip&and  shipping,  lines,  metfer..   1017 

Dew,loaagai«tea,toAmnica   33 

difpbuildlng,  industry,  conditions   741 

sooetlee,  ooopenl^,  successful  vear   743 

EaKar-l>eet,  traffic,  facilities,  lackbig   373 

sulphur,    American,     demand,  and 

match  OS,  Industrr   10 

timt>er,  trade,  conditions,  effect  of  war. . .  770 

wood  pulp, chemical,  embargo   363 

Sweet,  E.  F.  (assistant  secretanr),  shipping 

commimion.'plan,  upheld.  United  States.,  899 

SwitierbBd,  Sigricultinre,  development  

cheese,  exports,  to  United  States,  de- 
creased, Berne   1147 

chocolate,  prices,  increased   099 

cost  of  IlTlng,  conditions,  effect  of  war   5SS 

employees,  fedeial,  salaries  iDmaaed ....  651 

expositions,  tors,  Zurich   833 

industrial  developmenis,  improreinenta.  551 

packing  materials,  demand   535 

paper ,  wrapping,  demand   635 

publications,  books  lHuslitttlng  works 

regulating  and  controlling  rlvHS   315 

railways,  profits  and  traffic   758 

retoms   564 

siwar,  (mports  from  United  Stales,  consu- 

tar  results   754 

trade  review,  Imports  from  Fiance,  Hstm  303 
St.  Gall,  exports  to  United  States, 

statistics,  1915   518 

trust,  import,  consignments  to   177 

watches,  industry,  uneasiness,  effect  of 

competition   HO 

wstcli-making,  Industry,  eondltiinis,  ef- 

iKtcrfwar   483 

Ihggart,  0.  R.  (consul,  Cornwall),  agiicnl- 

nire,  products,  prices,  ststlstiis   904 

cows,  selected,  profits   754 

serge  cloth,  woolen,  trade,  conditions   743 

Tariffs,  .^rgemm*   330 

Australia   330,  »2, 778, 1044 

Belgium   234 

Bermuda.   S13 

Brasil   44 

British  Guiana   393 

British  North  Borneo   330 

Canada   360,1018 

ChOe   313 

Chosen   IW 

Colombia   234,330,1018 

consular  fees,  increased,  Chile   817 

Costa  Rica   44 

cotton  goods,  American,  on  Imports,  Ven- 

esueb   '577 

customs  duties,  import,  Chile   eos 

on  fruit,  Braiir.   667 

statistics,  A  rgenUna   770 

customs  receipts,  II  months.  BiaiQ,  Rio 

de  Janeiro   IM 
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fiscal  vear  1915.  I  nliert  states   270 

marlilme,  d«Tea.<«d,  China   930 

1815,  Peru,  ('allao-i.ima   3S« 

Honduras   1173 

Peru   948 
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guay  1067 

Import,  increase  proposed,  England..  1002 

on  bottles,  Indo-Chlna   317 

new,  Peru   17 

Egypt   1044 

exemptions,  additional,  Spain   481 

Spain   1009 

temporary,  Spain   145,833 

France   331 

French  Guiana   331 

Germany   334 

Guadeloupe  1018 

Guatemala   44,1044 

increased,  Jamaica   961 

information,  oorteet,  nhmble,  United 

States   88B 

Italy   108 

Jamaica   1O8 

Japan   312 

Mexico   liSlow 

Nicaragua   1015 

Panama  ,   49,392 
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prelerenoe,  American  goods,  oonllnued, 

Braill   257 

revision,  proposed,  Portugal   193 

Russia   313 

Salvador   231,331,1018,1049 

Spain   360 

Straits  Settlement   15 

Sweden   360,393 

Swltieriand   331 

Turkey   778 

United  Kingdom   332,778 

Venezuela   313 

Tasmania  agriculture,  crops,  productini,  in- 
creased   7W 
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public,  construction   9M 

electrical  apparatus  demonstration,  suc- 
cessful, and  opportimftles,  American. . .  347 
fruit,  trade,  BAports,  and  crop,  pros- 

C's   106 
and  mlnins,  copper,  value.   349 

railways,  construction,  private  intaests, 

proposed   923 

sheep  industry   467 

ships  and  shtppia?,  tacilllies,  lacking, 

handicap  to  .\moric»n  trmle   512 

show, aericu'tiiral and  past  >ral,  American 

exhibits  siilisfnctory,  iloliart   238 

trade  extension,  Amerioin,  handicapped, 

lack  ofshippinefnci  Hies   512 

wool ,  clip ,  deweasod   467 

Taxes  and  revennei,  returns,  Chlte   9t8 

revemies,new,astimale,  I'erti   S23 

war,  new,  proposed,  ('aiiiida   789 

taxation, automobile,  I'hllipplnes   1086 

plan,  new.  Chile   72 

taxes,  advertuement,  estsblLxbed,  I'ru- 

Ruay   1010 

Income,  law,  '  ederal,  Australia   126 

Inheritance  Imnosed  by  law,  Peru...  IHO 
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motor  Import,  eJect  on  trade,  Eng- 
land  31<i 

new  creuiod  bv  low,  Uruguay   993 

(iDvornmeiit  levy,  Denmark   283 

port  steam  crane,  Increaited,  France, 

La  Pallico   1160 

prnfiLi.  excess,  proposed ,  Canada   WI 

receipts,  ■  riuitv   520 

stock -ex  change    transact  hms,  Den- 
mark  273 

war-profit ,  proposed,  France   038 

Setaiao  Budgets. 
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Taylor,  A  P.  (ciirespondent),  flour,  bantna, 

m;uiii  fact  lire,  profit  lacking,  Hawaii. ..  475 
pineapple,  industry,  conditions,  Hawaii.  492 
pipes,  sewer,  nuDubcture  trom  molten 

lava,  Hawaii   994 

salt,  ^oduction,  Hawaii   723 

abipping.  Increased,  ellect  of  Panama 

Canal  and  war,  Hamill,  Honolulu   382 

sufar,  contaiDer<>,  batcaue  bBrrals,  manu- 
facture. Hawaii   9K4 

ulnilde,  demand,  increased,  Hawaii   7K2 

industry,  conditions,  Hawaii   140 

wickerware,  industry,  new,  HawalL   886 

Telephones  and  iHegraphy,  codes,  cipher, 

reffulatlons,  Colombia   8BT 

monopi)l> ,  Ciovernraenl.  t'nigiiay   8W 

radiofcraiii    receiver.    Improved  typ*i 

Spain   665 

radio  stations,  addltiom.  United  States. .  915 
direction  finder,  installation,  United 

States.  Cape  Tod   1013 

llst.^ditions.L'nltedStfttes   18,453 

new,  Portugal   321 

redioteleig-aphv,  developDwnt,  tevtow, 

United  States   831 

telegrams,  commercial,  rates  lowered, 

Spain   961 

telegraphy,  addresses  and  codes,  neces- 
sary, Rrull   1304 

line,  uyfnic,  concession  granted,  ChUe  349 

statLstlcs,  China   605 

wireless,   station   opened.  Society 

Isiands   1015 

wireless  station,  HacQulre  Island, 

cJosed,  New  Zealand   186 

telephones,  charges.  Increased,  effect  of 

war  England. Manchester   314 

oou.^t-to-coa8t,  completed,  and  prices, 

Panada   1166 

exchonxe,  con  struct  ton  materials,  de- 
mand, Canary  Islands,  Las  Palnias.  1127 
line,  private,  construction,  permis- 
sion granted  Veneiuela   185 

system,  construction,  Chile,  Antofa- 

gasta   511 

improvement  and  extension,  pro- 

fosed,  Franoe.  Paris   670 
ciess,  Installatlmi  proposed, 

Spiiin   982 

Tetmant,  H.  F.  (consul  gancral,  Ban  Salva- 
dor), commercial  travelers,  regulations 

affectini!   472 

lumber,  imports,  exempt  from  duty   65 

Tvms  of  credit, conditions,  Americans  should 

studv,  Paiiarv  Islands   986 

eflwt  lif  war.  Far  East   640 

Spain,  Spville   631 

Terres,  J.  II.  (onsui,  Port  »U  Prbwe),  log- 
wood, .supplies  available   161 

trade  review,  imports,  American  goods, 

statistics   453 

Te.xtlles,  c!inh.  eiinnv,  exparts  to  United 

StAtes,  IndLi....!   961 

dress  goods,  experts,  to  England,  in- 
creased, Japan   1028 

exposition,  national,  proposed,  Nether- 
lands  C29 

fabrics,  iinholsterlnft,  demand,  En^and..  1157 
felt,  npport'initles,  Atturiean,  China, 

Hanlow   894 

import  diitiM,  Anrentlna   870 

industry,  fil>ers,iili  ivatim.  Austria   197 

Itnters,   cottonseed,   obtilned,  United 

States   1097 

priKluctbn  United  St  ilea ...  237 

mnnufactiires,  increa.ted,  Argentina   6^ 

See  a/*iC}tt  m  Rnds;  Linen  g5oils;  Silk 
amlsilk  Rood^:  Wool  and  woolen  goods. 
Tbacli  ir,i,  \    M.  ic>n,5iil  general,  Parii), 

c  il?  TV.  induiir  /.  irade.  and  imports..  3**o 

d"*(Te'',  f  Tnh  iru'.'.  in  Miflc  itiin   lOiT 
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su?\r,  i'ni>  >rt  iti  ii.  :ir<>'ill>lt Im   89" 
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Thaclcara,  A.  U.,  tax.  Income,  new   080 
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trade  review,  France,  expwts  to  United 

States   267 

exports  and  imports,  statistics...  363 
Thompson,  E.  W.  (commercial  attach^), 
chemical  works,  organited,  manufac- 
turer of  soda  ash  and  by-products, 

Netherlands   835 

coal,    distributioD,    Government  mo- 

nopolv,  Netherlands   497 

trade,  statistics,  and  consumption, 

Netherlands   133 

gold,  supply,  in  bank,  Xethwlands   824 

shoes,  wooden,  demand,  increased,  Neth- 
erlands   821 

mines  and  mining,  nickel,  Ramie,  re- 
opened, Norway   3 

pumps,  drainage,  electric,  for  flooded 

areas,  Netherlands   1262 

trade  review,  Netherlands,  expwts  utd 

imports,  statistics   1240 

Thomson,  T.  A.  (American  minister),  codes, 

cipher,  regulations,  Colombia   887 

Timber.  See  Lumber  and  lumber  products. 
Tobacco  and  products,  cigarette.  Industry, 

China,  Hongkong   3M 

clrars  and  cigarettes,  trade  and  imports, 

Bermuda   98t 

extracts,  Imports,  conslenment  to  Over- 
sea Trust  necessary,  Netherlands   273 

nicotine,  products,  uses,  EnclaiHl   980 

tobacco,  crop,  Canada,  Ontario   38 

oonditions,  (^ba   1334 

increased,  Costa  Rica   1250 

prospects,  Dominican  Rmubllc.  610 
Industry,    exports    and  imports, 

BraEil   121 

r6vi\-ed,  Cyprus   1139 

inspection   and    exportation  law, 

Philippines   609 

sale,  postponed,  Netherlands   405 

trade  and  Imports,  Bermuda   984 

Virginia,  demand,  Anstria-HtrngUT.  1228 

Toilet  articles,  demand,  Portugal   000 

Imports,  Chosen   8Mt 

Japanese,  demand,  China   806 

perfumery,  demand,  Portugal   900 

exports,  to  United  States,  Increased. 

France   988 

imports,  Slam   60B 

imports,  and  oppotunitles,  Ameri- 
can, Argentina   1073 

Imports,  and  sales  methods,  Vene- 
iuela   698 

perfumes,  American,  demand  increased, 

Curacao   767 

Tools,  machetes,  American,  superiority,  Hon- 
duras  177 

macbine,  Importatlmi,  prohibitiati,  Eiqt- 

land   1 

Tourists  and  touring,  commercial  attaehi, 

itinerary,  Unllod  States   497 

commercial  attach^,  visit,  postponed, 

United  States   802 

oommlsslon,  commercial,  proposed,  visit 

to  United  States,  Braiil   113 

Roumanian,  to  visit,  Sweden, 

Stockholm   1 

to  visit  United  States,  BraifL...  629 
Commissioner,  t'hltean,  to  study  Ameri- 
ean  agricultural  and  Industrial  hy- 
draulics  508 

expedition,  metallurgbts,  obemlsts,  and  . 
geolo-iists,  for  developing  resources, 

Siberia   1071 

export  trade  adviser,  visit,  southern 

cities.  United  states   242 

fruit,  representative,  to  study  United 

States  conditions,  Arpenllna   443 

reprosentative,  i  incinnati,  studying  ex- 
port method.  United  States   237 

tourl-^ts,  season,  successfrl.  Porto  Rico. .  1039 
trsiiflc,  effect  of  war,  and  Government 

aid.  Ililv   12 

visitors,  ai  lliireaii  of  Standards,  I'nited 
States   1187 
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Townaeod,  R.  8.  (vlraeansulXarbbkd),  loeks, 

oppwtimlties,  American,  Bohemia  

Toys.   See  Novettiu. 

Tnda  extenskm,  abbnTiations,  commttclal 

mtsundwgtapdtnK,  Italy   100 

cmmectlcns,  dim  cult  to  asctin, 


American,  actlTity,  South  Africa   180 

banicapped,  laclc  of  sblppli^  fiwlU- 

tk8,Tuin*nla   612 

tnoMMd,  otnaular  nsults,  South 

Africa   1038 

firms,  agencies,  Daiaes  vutted  by 

ocuoulate,  Gnecc   ISS 

teanchea  anoad,  list  of.  wanted 
bjocKiimerclal  attach^,  world.  Ill 

ratmgs,  neoessary,  China   455 

goods,  Bolivia   53 

consular  results,  Englaod   S32 

Honduras   6G0 

Spain,  Andalusia   ISJ 

demand,  Ireliind   MS 

New  Zealand   181 

Norway,  Bergen   678 

tmporis,  statbti(»,  Haiti   453 

intiXMluction,  consular  aid,  Azores  888 
purchase  of,  propoaed,  Australia.  1247 
purchased,  consular  results, 

Grwoe   870 

Manchuria   800 

superiority,  Canada   43 

trade,  Mexico,  Maxatlan   380 

without  prejudice,  Ja^■a   211 

association,  Board  of  Trade,  Tenerlfle- 

Anuclcan,  orftanlud,  Canary  Islands. .  547 
attitude,  toward  Unftad  States,  bvor- 

ablaTCbile   1133 

branch  office,  coopwatfve,  Bureau  of  For- 
eign and  Domestic  Commerce, 
aew,  United  States,  Tennessee, 

Chattanooga   738 

r^ireM&tatlve  studies  export 
methods,  United 
States,  Cincinnati 
(Bureau  of  ForelRn  and 
DomestlcCommerce). .  237 

Iowa,  Davenport   IfftZ 

Temussee,  ChattanooRa 

i Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
>omestlcComnierce)..  1IT73 
noncooperattve.  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  United 

8tat«s,  lowft,  Davenport   897 

bureau,  commercial,  tntemational,  or- 

ganltatioD  proposed,  France   650 

Foreign  and  DomestloConunerce,  as- 
sistance to  manufacturers, 

UnltedStates   Ill 

branch  ofUce,  assistance  rendered 

United  States   501 

Porter,  E.  C,  resignation.  United 

States   080 

eitelogoes,  American,  desired,  China...  781 
want«d,  for  consulate,  Braall, 

Feraambuco   107 

business  bouse,  forwarded  by  coimil, 

Brazil,  Sao  Paulo   388 

glass  and  elassirare,  Amwican,  want- 
ed. South  Africa   103 

rioe  machtaiery,  for  consulate,  Cochin 

Chhia   no 

wanted,  for  consulate,  British  East 

Africa   988 

South  Africa   1189 

ehftinbw  of  commerce,  Amsrlcan-Rnsslan, 

orramized,  New  York   643 

established,  Colombia,  Barranquilla.  988 

In  P(dand,  Austria   17 

Japanese,  olBcers,  elected,  United 

States,  San  Francisco   10*7 

organisation,  proposed,  Colombia. . .  500 

organised,  Honduras,  Ceiba   645 

Peru,  Cerro  de  Pasco   835 

Salvador   1033 

C<mimerre  Rep<xts,  assistance  rendered 

manufacturer,  United  States   889 

eoDunercial  a^ent,  appointment,  to  study 
market  ccmdltlons.  South  America 

1001,1110 
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Trade  sxtaaaion,  commercial  aicent,  attach^ 

itlnerar\'.  United  St  iies   497 

visit,  postponed,  UnitHl  i^tatee..  801 

relations,  American  with  Norway..  8S0 
eommlsBlan,  c<Hnmerclal,  propo-^wd,  vi'^lt 

to  United  States,  Flntiil   IIS 

Ronmanlan,  to  visit,  Sweden 

Stockholm   I 

to  visit  United  State*,  Broiil. ...  539 
regulation,  appointed,  Mexico,  Vera 

Crus.   1288 

committee,  license,  appointed,  England-  -  689 
coofiMrance  with,  oommerdal  secretaries, 

UnitadStatss   485 

omuuls,  Ualtad  States   35S, 

490,532,616,917,1180 

oonfldential  circular,  nBUlb,uuiada.....  1246 

Oreeoe.   8B9 

Persia   1106 

UnltedStates   727 

oumectlons,  American,  wanted,  Java —  9SS 

consular  work,  Uofocco.   355 

results,  Algeria   78* 

Belgian  Ktatgo   306 

Bermuda.   452 

Braill,  Sao  Paulo   IH 

British  Ouiana  -  ■  m 

Canary  Islands   8f9 

China,  ContMi.   899,921 

Denmark   733 

England  511,1138 

OrSce!:.   1061 

India.   «• 

Russia   8*1 

Spain  603,739 

consular  work  and  trade  opportnnltlea, 

results,  Paraguay   1135 

contracts,  awarding,  method,  Libya   41 

dealers,  list  of,  Spain,  Malaga   246 

desired,  with  United  States,  Hoorovia, 

Liberia   *« 

domestic  producta,  promoting  use  of, 

Netherlands   «17 

exporters,  list  of,  cacao  and  coffee,  Vene- 

tuela   I' 

export  methods,  studying,  Cincinnati 

representative.  United  States   237 

export  trade  adviser,  visit,  soutbero 

ciUes,  United  States   242 

foreign  bidders,  better  opportunity  of- 
fend, Spain   882 

foreign  work,  qualities  needed.  United 

States   887 

goods,  demand,  and  opportunHles,  Amer-   

lcan,CeylOTi   1»8 

stocks.  In  bonded  warehoiisas.  statis- 
tics.  IMfl 

Government  aid,  Dutch  East  Indies   1169 

hindrances  to  American,  Indo-China   23S 

Importers,  list  of,  Spain,  MahiRS   246 

Increase,  predicted.  Karachi  with  Bushlre  412 

Increased,  with  Asiatic  Turkey,  India   623 

inquiries,  concerning  Philippines  and 
Hawaii,  address  to  Bureau  at  Washing- 

ton....!   843 

language,  English.not  SpantEOi,  should  be 

uaed,  Jamaica   w4 

lettars,  American,  faulty,  Libya   30 

limits,  with  enemy  Arms,  England   106 

mwcbants,  Oovemment  rewards,  tor  de- 
velopment of  industries,  China   1027 

me^oos,  American,  faulty,  complaints 

against,  Java   1143 

lacking.  Morocco   265 

required,  Sew  Zealand   U 

British  Chamber  of  Commerce,  China  329 

British,  Italy   290 

British  and  German,  In  China   624 

export,  American,  faulty,  Bnuil   1304 

faulty,  American.  China   482 

Japuiese,  in  India   697 

suggMtions,  for  American.  Libya   530 

Buggeatlons  as  to,  England,  Yorkshire  562 

throuidi  Netherlands,  Java   1130 

methods  and  credit,  Roumanla   14 

opportunities.  American,  Abyssinia   aS9 

after-the-war,  England   1000,1069 

being  lost.  South  Africa   162 
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Trade  extension,  oppottunlttes,  BaUTb —  1260 

Central  Amerlui   12S7 

China,  Hankow   894 

England,  Bradford   8S 

Fidaiid   345 

Mexloo,  Acapulco   SOS 

South  Afrio«   211 

StraltM  SetUoment  and  Javn   977 

origin  of  goods,  proof  required,  Au9tra> 

11a   753 

"  Preparedness  for  Peace,"  apeech.Unlted 

Stote   677 

price  lists,  wanted,  for  consulate,  Bouth 

Africa   1133 

products,  for  export,  BrasU   973 

publications,  American,  wanted  In  dupli- 
cate, for  consulate,  France   388 

quotations,  form  needed,  Wales   136 

raw  materials,  imports.  Slam   931 

representation,  direct,  needed.  Spain   2S4 

restrictions, "  Tradtau  with  Ute  Enemy," 

legislation,  effect  of  war,  England.   38B 

Russian  goods,  arrival.  United  States   305 

sample  room,   American,  established, 

Spain   334 

staple  goods,  situation,  Japan.   414 

trade  foumals,  for  conaulate,  New  Zea- 
land.  1100 

trade   opportunities,   results,  Belgian 

Kongo.   306 

China   71 

England...  206,861,»1 

France   1278 

Italy.  Sicily   40 

Norway   67B 

trade  opportunities  and  consular  voA, 

results,  Greece   709 

tradepapers.readingof  American,  Prance  386 
trade  periodlcals,  American,  desired,  Nor- 
way  799 

tradmg  stamps,  usee,  Canada   766 

Trade  marks.  See  Patents  and  trade  nmrks. 

Trade  notes,  Areentina   30 

Trade  orf^iations.a8sooiatl(m,ftgrlciiltural, 

Canary  islands   247 

Australun   Dried   Fruit,  controls 

price,  Australia.   1276 

Board  of  Trade,  Tenerlfife- A  merlcan , 

Canary  Islands   647 

Employers'  Pariiatnentaiy,  report, 

Eiycland,  Uandieater.   1063 

'  export,  for  shoes,  Sweden.   163 

France   644 

buUdlng  materials,  proposed,  France —  1123 
bureau,  commerdiu,  Inlemational,  pro- 
posed, France   650 

commnvlftl  inttdligence,  proposed, 

Canada.  ,   1131 

fostering  industries,  estaUlabed,  Si- 
beria  1071 

Chamber  of  Comment.  Amerlcaa-ltua- 
sian,  appointment,  Porta\  E.  C, 
exeoitlre    secretary,     If  nitea 

States...   91*0 

American-Russian,  New  York  City. .  643 

British.  China.  BTatow   929 

estaMished,  '^ol'imbla,  Barranquilla.  988 

Honduras,  ^elba   645 

Japanese,  officers,  elected,  United 

States.  San  Francisco   1047 

Peru.  Cerro  de  Pasco   835 

proposed,  Colsrabla   600 

Sah-ador   1023 

ebarters,  cmipanv,  Iraued,  statistics, 

CanairU.,   1237 

cnporatim,  proA'incial,  upheld,  Can- 
ada  1014 

eonmkerrial.    ctmsslidation,  proposed, 

United  States,  Louls^-llle   771 

company,  aluminum,  new,  organized, 

Japan..   056 

NorwaT   103 

American  exiwess,  branches,  estab- 

lisbed.  rhlna.  Hongkong   802 

canstlc  soda,  ne-v,  Japan,  Osaka   420 

dves  and  medicines.  Jarian   874 

electrochemical,  ncrmany,SllesiB   281 


Page. 

Trade  or^nlEatlons,  company,  for  Importing 

American  goods,  Netbwlands   1223 

Keneralcommisslon.failla   1128 

fiydroeleetrlc,  new,  Japan   757 

joint-stock,  number  registered.  Soot- 
land   301 

new,  reelstratloDs,  statistics,  United 

Kingdom   947 

nitrate  of  soda,  new,  Chile   163 

oil,  capital,  woflts,  and  dividends, 

&IU»BU5   1117 

new,  Chile   736 

organizing  indnstrlal  city,  Canada, 

British  Cohmibla.   1237 

corporation,  British  ooatnl,  China   S88 

new,  statistics,  fl  mo„  Italy   791 

trading,  new,  Sweden   67 

exciianges,  stodc,  membership,  Sweden. .  25 

&llai«8,bastneBS,NethwlaDa8   257 

oommerclal,  Canada   983 

decreased,  Argentina   103S 

firms,   German,   liquldatiim,  Oilna, 

Hongkong   212 

societies,  cooperative  dairy,  Denmark ...  996 

tm)gress,  Scotland   940 

snccesstul  year,  Sweden   745 

society,  cooperative,  activities,  Germany, 

^llnT.   666 

manubctvres,  promoting  use  of  do- 
mestic products,  Netbwlands   S17 

r^usso-Japanese,  reorganisation.. —  607 
trust,  Import,  consignmmts  to,  Swltser- 

lancL.  ZTT.   177 

Karachi  Port,  report,  India   551 

union,  customs,  .Vustro-Qerman,  pro- 
posed  582 

Trade  representatives,  agency,  condensed 

milk ,  desired ,  Burma.   574 

American,  needed,  Norway,  Bergen   678 

value  abroad,  South  Africa   888 

Australian,  to  purchase  American  goods .  UV 
commercial   a«ents,   appointment,  to 
study  market  conditions.  South  Amei^ 

lea...   UIO 

commercial  attaches,  British,  appointed. 

South  America   831 

cotton-export,  extenshm  proposed,  after 

the  war,  England   414 

fah-,  samples,  wanted,  France,  Ly<m   417 

Government,  study  South  AjneriOan 

markets.  United  States   UMl 

needed,  direct.  Spain   284 

salesmen,  bumptious,  unpopular  In  for- 
eign countries.  Canada.   311 

sugar  milt,  to  visit  U.  S.,  purchase  of  ma- 

chtnen.-  proposed.  Central  America —  1250 
Transportatisn,  facllliles,  available,  China, 

Pukow   218 

taoHitles  increased,  proposed^lombia..  806 

lacking,  Belgian  Kongo,  Kamerun...  682 

Itussia   305 

necessaries ,  commission  to  regulate ,  Spain  977 
Tredwell.R.  C.  (consul,  Turin), sugar,  trade, 

production,  and  exports  and  Imports   808 

Trinidad,  asphalt ,  exports  to  United  States. .  209 
biscuit,  factory,  construction.  Port  of 

Spain   308 

manmve-bark,  industry   357 

oIls,Industr\-   78 

Trunks  and  valises,  demand,  Bouth  Africa. . .  210 
salt  cases  and  luggage  carriers,  trade, 

India   108 

Turkey,  automobiles  and  accessories,  trade 

and  demand   969 

budgets,  estimates,  Ottoman  Empire   1234 

carpets,  exports,  to  Uuited  States,  de- 

oreas«l.  SmjTna   1U6 

currency,  system,  changed,  Svrla,  Beirut.  1260 
flour,  American,  popular,  and  opportuni- 
ties, Jerusalem   698 

oils,  olive,  prices,  Syria   517 

Twine.  See  Cordage  and  twine. 

United  Khigdom,blouse6,dres6e3,  and  skirts, 

trade  and  demand.wales   982 

books,  tannorts.  e\emnt  from  restrictions.  1M2 

coal, exports,  statistics, January   U87 
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Una«d  Kfn^hnn,  eool,  freiritt  rates,  statis- 
tics, Wain.(^idurr.   m 

indostrr,  product  too,  and  prices,  sta- 

tbtics,\Gln   118 

prices,  and  frdabt  rates,  statistics, 

Wales   «2 

proda(Alcai,WRlea   tt4 

trade,  ehanns,  American  and  Brit- 
ish  1050 

ooAl^ODvmor,  new  type,  lostallatlon, 

Wato   824 

eoln^,  exc^aogn,  facilitating   131 

oompinlea,  ne<r,  r^;lstratloiu,  statistics. .  947 

exmbltions,  cMitlnnital  manafacturcs ...  104 

fish  and  flsberks,  cateh  and  value, Wales .  857 

flax,  aapply,  decree  lor  oonaerving   1011 

fruh.eamied.Amerlcan.trada,  wales....  617 

fresh,  tinparts,  no  restrletlnis   1073 

«If  baUs,  British,  tor  AmerloaQ  trade, 

Wales   957 

imports,  prohibited,  addition^   1201 

ioTenttBis,  removal  prooeBS,  solder  and 

tia,Wales.   940 

llTB  stock.  Industry  .Wales   MB 

logwood,  use,  effect  of  synthetic  dyee 

shortage   IIM 

laxuries,  imports,  prohibited   lUW 

metal"rattiie8,"tntde.prohlhit«d.   1104 

paunts,  worichig  reqnvements,  saspw- 

sion   05 

rubber  and  rubber  goods,  exports  and 

imports  '..  543 

^iipt  and  shipping,  profits,  Wales   724 

tonnage,  Januury   788 

tin,  tndns&y  and  Imports   58 

tin  plates,  exports  to  United  States, 

Wales   4ia 

nnduetlan,  Wales   5H 

tmA  review,  exports  and  Imports,  sta^ 

tistics,  1915.   309 

exports  to  United  States   97 

tnnmen,  manubctnre   1191 

United  States,  acetylene  in  gas  mixtures,  test, 

snccessnil   814 

■eld,  nitric,  as  dyestoS  tor  wool   800 

act,  Bhlp4«giBtry,  eflert  upon  clearances.  814 

agncoltuie  enps,  price  level,  Increased. .  041 
•mwUb  and  shad.  Industry,  Chesapeake 

Bay   «1 

annoal  report.  Bureau  of  Standards   213 

•atimony,  prices,  highest   451 

MVlw,  cold  storage,  supply   858 

arms  and  e<cplosive8,  shipments,  to 

Vexico,  rules  govemmg   645 

aatomobues,  census  ol  manufiKtures   001 

users  jnore  carelul   3 

bntneh  omce.  cooperative,  new.  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce, Tennessee,  Chattanooga  738 
re^esentattve   studies,  export 

methods,  Cluclnnatl..  237 
Iowa,   Davenport  {Bu- 
reau of  Foreign  and 

Domestic  Commerce),.  1073 
Tennessee,  Chattanooga 

t Bureau  of  Foreign  and 

>omestic  Conmierce). .  1073 
non-coaoeratlre,  Bnrean  of  Fore%n 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  Iowa, 

Davenpwt   807 

twtnea.  experiments,  search  for  potash...  US3 

tenmioe,  production   98 

bronse,  xtoc,  Investigation  report   085 

building  operations,  permits  issued,  De- 
cember, 1915,  best  numth   242 

biK^,  nun,  second-ctasi,  new  design   033 

service,  at  stations  in  winter   46,300 

Bnreaa  of  Fisheries, work,sprlng,plamied.  1042 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Dommic  Com- 

merce,assistancetoniannbetaren.  Ill 

branch  office,  assistance  rendered ....  601 

pOTter,  E.  C:  resignation   990 

buttons,  mussel,  ortiBclally  grown,  ex- 
periments  170 

cable,  hoisti^,  plow-steel,  tests   1180 

eaaal.  SauRSie.  Haria,  traffic,  statistics.  30 
canned  goods,  fbrelgn  trade,  extension  de- 
sired  630 


Fnga. 

United  States,  carbon  In  steel,deterralnatIon, 

direct  combustion   830 

catalogue,  issued   825 

of  charts,  sailing  directions,  and  tide 

tables,  of  I'binivinefl   8G0 

cauns,  of  manubctures,  Collfwnia,  Po- 
mona ,   37 

(•eoivla,  Uacon   11 

Ne^-ada   460 

New  York,  Rochester   204 

Ohio,  Akron   187 

sugar-reflninK  Industry   391 

Tennessee,  Chattanooga   109 

chamber  of  commerce,  American- 
Russian,  organized,  New  York   043 

Japanese,  officers,  elected,  Son  Fran- 
cisco  1017 

chicle,  Imports,  for  chewing-gum  manu- 

hcture   1213 

coat,  Bold,  Idaho,  examlnatkm   U70 

trade,  changes,  American  and  British  lOSO 

coal  and  coke,  trade,  statistics,  August..  114 

December   1200 

July   loa 

November.   868 

October   414 

September   134 

coinage,  balance.  Commerce  Department, 

turned  back  to  exhibit  board   671 

Commerce  Reports,  assistance  rendered 

manuiMturer   089 

conraerclal  agent,  appcdntment,  to  study 
market  conditions.  South  America.  1061,1110 

commercial  attach^  itinerary   407 

visit,  postponed   801 

commercial  robtion8,extenskm  proposed, 

with  Norway   8W 

concrete,  expansion  in  Printer,  contrac- 
tion In  stmimer   1333 

ccnlsrence  with  commerclDl  secretwies..  485 

confldentblcircular,  results   727 

construction  work,  progress.  Lighthouse 

Bureau   934 

oonsultatioD.  foreign  canntrl«,  witli  Bu- 
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BOUHAVIAH  BUSHiTESS  GOHUISSION  TO  VISIT  STOCEHOLU. 

[Consnl  General  Krocat  L.  Ilarrla,  Stockholm,  Sweden,  Nor.  30.] 

It  is  reported  in  this  city  that  a  Koumanian  business  commissi(m 
will  shortly  arrive  from  Petrograd  with  the  object  in  view  of  making 
a  study  of  the  trade  routes  from  England  to  Russia  in  order  that 
goods  from  both  North  and  South  America,  as  well  as  from  England, 
may  reach  Roumania  by  the  way  of  Sweden.  This  is  owing  to  the 
fact  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  Roumania  to  have  some  course 
of  business  communioation  with  the  outside  world,  and  under  present 
conditions  the  only  way  appears  to  be  over  the  Swedish  route. 


BRITISH  BESTEICTION  ON  ZHPOBTATION  OP  MACHINE  TOOLS. 

[Commercial  Attacbd  A.  H.  Baldwin,  Tendon,  Dec.  11.] 

The  i-estricticHi  on  the  importation  of  machine  tools  into  Great 
Britain  is  a  part  of  the  general  war  control  of  manufactures,  imports, 
and  exports  by  the  Government,  and  the  primary  .impulse  in  the  mat- 
ter comes  from  the  war  munitions  board,  which  controls  many  fac- 
tories and,  in  general,  has  the  power  to  make  such  restrictions  as  may 
seem  necessary  for  the  proper  conduct  of  the  war.  Machine  tools  are 
so  important  that  the  board  of  trade  has  been  requested  to  take  charge 
of  the  issuance  of  licenses  for  the  importation  of  these  products 
(instead  of  the  War  Trade  Department,  which  furnish^  the  licenses 
for  export).  In  order  to  secure  the  i  mportation  of  these  machine 
tools  Britisli  importing  houses,  or  maiiufacturei*s  (as  purchasers), 
must  first  obtain  permission  from  the  board  of  trade  and  must  make 
certain  agreements  with  respect  to  their  disposal.  Importers  who 
desire  to  resell  machine  tools  are  restricted  as  to  profits  in  such  tools, 
and  definite  permission  must  also  be  obtained  before  any  such  machine 
tools  can  be  exported.  It  is  apparently  not  the  intention  to  prevent 
such  importation,  but  merely  to  control  them  in  such  a  fashion  that 
the  interests  of  the  Government  may  be  served. 

I  endeavored  to  secure  any  papers  which  might  add  further  details 
with  respect  to  this  matter,  but  was  advised  that  none  was  available. 
It  is  evident  that  each  specific  request  for  permission  to  iini>ort  must 
smf-~a  1 
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be  handled  at  the  discretion  of  the  board  of  trade  and  the  war  muni- 
tions board.  It  is  probable,  also,  that  the  war  munitions  board  will 
give  first  call  to  controlled  factories  for  any  incoming  machine  tools 
tiiat  they  may  desire  to  take.  With  the  war  munitions  board  also 
lies  the  authority  to  desi^ate  the  classes  of  machine  tools  which 
shall  be  subject  to  restrictions;  and,  while  I  was  unable  to  obtain  a 
statement  in  regard  to  this  detail,  it  is  apparent  that  the  disposal  of 
those  tools  which  can  be  used  in  the  manufacture  of  war  material  of 
any  kind  will  be  subject  to  such  restriction  by  the  authorities  as  may 
be  deemed  necessary.  [Previous  notices  on  this  subject  appeared  in 
CoHHERCE  Repobts  for  Dec.  6  and  Dec  13.] 


SHOOTZHG  FOB  SF02T  DT  CHINA. 

IVicc  Consul  Gustavo  J.  Borrclt.  Slianghar,  Oct.  27.J 

Of  the  many  branches  of  sport  indulged  in  by  the  foreign  residents 
of  Shanghai,  rifle  and  revolver  shootmg  seem  to  be  very  popular. 
This  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  out  of  a  total  foreign  population  of 
approximately  15,000  there  are  seven  clubs  with  a  membership  of  754. 

A  list  of  these  clubs  is  as  follows: 

Clay  Pigeon  Club,  organized  in  1907 ;  membership,  40.  Shoots  are 
held  weekly  from  April  to  September. 

Societe  de  Tir  Internationale,  organized  in  1912;  membership,  80. 
Shoots  are  held  weekly  (indoor  range). 

Shanghai  Gun  Club,  organized  in  19U0;  membership,  40.'  Shoots 
held  three  timesper  week. 

Miniature  Kifle  and  Revolver  Club,  affiUated  with  miniatui'e  rifle 
dubs  of  Great  Britain,  though  th6  Shanghai  club  is  strictly  interna- 
tional in  character.  Kifle  club  organized  in  1909;  revolver  club  in 
1912.  Combined  membership,  approximately,  300.  Members  fire 
record  scores  for  monthly  competition.  The  Shanghai  revolver  cham- 
pionship competition  is  held  once  a  year  (indoor  range). 

Shanghai  Rifle  Association,  organized  in  1902;  membership,  187. 
Shoots  are  held  during  the  year  as  follows :  24  monthly  competitions, 
6  special  competitions,  1  annual  rifle  meet  (4  days),  1  Arethusa  cujp 
.competition,  open  to  all  ccnners^  1  National  Rifle  Association  competi- 
tion, one  .303  Shanghai  championship  competition,  1  all-comers,  1  in- 
terport,  including  Shanghai,  Hongkong,  Penang,  and  Singapore. 

Sportsmen*s  Gun  Club,  organized  in  1900  with  a  membership  of  60; 
reorganized  in  1910;  present  membership,  80.  Shoots  are  helclwee&dy 
from  April  until  September. 

Swiss  Rifle  Club,  organized  in  1911 ;  membership,  27.  Shoots  are 
held  monthly. 

Wild-game  hunting  is  popular  in  China  and  is  carried  on  ezten- 
siTely  during  the  open  season  from  October  to  March. 

A  unique  organization  established  here  is  the  Shanghai  Volmiteer 
Corps,  organized  in  1864  and  composed  of  the  ^oun^r  members  of 
Shanghai^  International  Settlement.  It  is  similar  m  purpose  and 
organization  to  the  State  militias  of  the  United  States.  Its  personnel 
includes  51  officers  and  1,128  enlisted  men.  An  outdoor  range  is 
maintained  where  practice  and  competitive  shoots  are  held  at  frequent 
intervals. 
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KOTOB  USEBS  BECOHIHO  HOBE  GABEFUI,  FIOUBES  SHOW. 

Is  the  deadliness  of  the  automohile  increasing  or  decreasing  1  This 

Question  seems  to  be  answered  in  a  very  conclusive  manner  by  the 
Inited  States  Bureau  of  tlie  Census  in  making  public  some  prelim- 
inary mortality  statistics  for  the  year  1914,  which  mdicate  that  during 
the  five  years  from  1909  to  1911  tlie  number  of  automobiles  in  use  in 
the  United  States  increased  more  than  twice  as  rapidly  as  the  number 
of  fatalities  caused  by  them. 

At  the  close  of  1909,  according  to  figures  compiled  by  the  National 
Automobile  Cliamber  of  Commerce,  of  New  York  City,  from  State 
registration  reports,  due  allowance  being  made  for  duplicate  registra- 
tions, the  number  of  automobiles  in  use  in  the  United  States  was 
approximately  200,000;  by  the  close  of  1913  it  had  risen  to  1,270,000; 
and  a  year  later,  at  the  end  of  1914,  it  was  1,750,000.  In  the  mean- 
time the  number  of  deaths  due  to  automobile  accidents  and  injuries 
increased  from  632  in  the  death-registration  area  in  1909,  containing 
56  per  cent  of  the  population  of  the  United  States,  to  2,623  in  the 
same  area  in  1914 ;  and  the  increase  from  1913  to  1914,  for  the  registra- 
tion area  as  constituted  in  1913,  then  containing  65  per  cent  of  the 
population  of  the  country,  was  from  2,488  to  2,795.  Thus  a  five-^ear 
increase  of  775  per  cent— accepting  as  reliable  the  figures  compiled 
by  the  National  Automobile  Chamber  of  Commerce — in  number  of 
machines  has  been  accompanied  by  an  increase  of  815  per  cent  in 
automobile  fatalities ;  and  a  one-^ear  increase  of  38  per  cent  in  number 
of  machines  has  been  accompanied  by  an  increase  of  12  per  cent  in 
fatalities. 

Perhaps  a  more  reliable  comparison,  from  the  statistician's  point  of 
view,  can,  be  made  between  the  increase  in  number  of  automobiles  in 
use  and  the  increase  in  the  rate  per  100,000  population  for  deaths 
caused  by  them.  This  is  because,  with  a  given  number  of  machines 
in  use  in  a  given  area,  the  fatalities  due  to  them  will  tend  to  be  propor- 
tional to  the  population  of  that  area.  When  the  comparison  is  made 
on  this  basis,  it  appears  that  a  five-year  increase  of  775  per  cent  in 
number  of  machines  has  been  accompanied  by  an  increase  of  258  per 
cent — from  1.2  to  4.3  per  100,00  pojpulntion — in  the  death  rate  result- 
ing from  automobile  fatalities.  Similarly,  a  one-year  increase  of  38 
per  cent  in  number  of  automobiles  has  taken  place  along  with  an  in- 
crease of  only  10  per  cent — from  3.9  to  4.3  per  100,000 — in  the  death 
rate  charged  to  them. 

One  cause  of  this  proportional  decrease  in  the  destructiveness  of  the 
automobile  is  undoubtedly  to  be  found  in  a  reduction  in  average  an- 
nual mileage  per  machine;  but,  after  due  weight  is  given  this  factor 
and  a  suitaole  margin  is  allowed  for  possible  error  resulting  from  in- 
accuracy in  the  estimated  portion  of  the  automobile  statistics,  the 
figures  still  appear  to  furnish  ample  justification  for  the  conclusion 
that  the  automobile  to-day  is  being  driven  with  greater  care  and  more 
regard  for  public  safety  than  it  was  a  few  years  ago. 

The  Ramie  nickel  mine  in  Norway  is  now  being  reopened  with 
Norwegian  capital,  the  American  commercial  attache  at  The  Hague, 
Erwin  W.  Thompson,  reports.  This  mine  was  organized  with  English 
capital  in  1850,  but  was  soon  abandoned  as  unprofitable.  The  present 
scarcity  and  high  price  of  the  metal,  and  the  improved  inetliods  of 
mining  and  melting  make  the  prospects  more  favorable  at  this  time. 
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ALASKA  Knmre  has  hab  host  fbodttctivz  teas. 

The  annual  report  on  mineral  resonrces  and  production  in  Alaska 
for  1915  is  now  in  preparation  under  the  direction  of  Alfred  H. 
Brooks,  of  the  United  States  Geological  Surrey.  Complete  statistics 
of  the  mineral  production  of  Alaska  can  not  be  collected  within  less 
than  three  or  four  montl^  after  the  close  of  the  year,  but  preliminary 
estimate!^  are  beliered  to  vary  not  over  5  per  cent  from  the  actual 
figures. 

The  Alaska  mining  industry  as  a  whole  was  more  prosperous  in 
1915  than  in  any  previous  year.  This  is  indicated  by  the  value  of 
the  total  mineral  output,  which  is  estimated  to  have  been  $32,000,000, 
comi>ared  with  $1I),0C4,%3  for  1914.  The  highest  value  for  any 
previous  year  was  in  1906,  when  Alaska  produced  $23^378,428  worth 
of  minerals,  but  tliis  was  at  a  time  when  the  bonanza  placers  of  Fair- 
banks and  Nome  were  yielding  their  greatest  returns. 

The  hi^  value  of  the  mineral  output  in  1915  was  doe  in  large 
measure  to  the  extraordinary  amount  of  copper  that  wad  min^. 
Preliminary  estimates  indicate  this  to  have  been  83,850,000  pounds, 
valued  at  $14,400,000.  In  1914,  21,450,628  pounds  of  copper  were 
mined,  valued  at  $2,852,934.  The  gold  production  also  increased  hi 
1915,  when  the  value  was  about  $16,900,000,  against  $15,626,813  for 
the  output  of  1914.  This  is  the  largest  gold  production  since  1912, 
wh^  the  output  was  valued  at  $17,145,951.  As  the  production  of 
silver  is  incidental  to  gold  and  copper  mining,  this  also  increased.  It 
is  estimated  that  $400,000  worth  OT  silver  wa.s  niined  in  19^5,  against 
$218,327  worth  in  1914.  The  output  of  other  minerals,  including  tin, 
antimony,  marble,  gvpsum,  coal,  and  petroleum,  in  1915  had  a  value 
of  about  $300,000,  compared  with  $222,802  in  1914. 

In  addition  to  the  productive  mining  a  large  amount  of  dead  work 
was  accomplished  during  1915  on  properties  that  made  no  output. 
Therefore  tlie  almormally  large  value  of  the  total  mineral  productiwi 
must  not  be  considered  as  simply  a  temporary  expansion  of  the  min- 
ing industry,  due  to  the  high  price  of  copper.  The  developments 
made  during  the  year  give  assurance  of  c<mtinued  large  opernticms  in 
both  copper  and  gold  lode  mining.  Placer  mining  has  been  less  pros- 
perous, for  this  industry  has  not  yet  reacted  to  the  stimulus  of  the 
Government  railway,  which  will  make  available  for  profitable  ex- 
ploitation large  bodies  of  low-grade  gravels.  The  same  is  true  of  the 
coal-mining  industry,  which  also  mi^  await  railway  transportation. 
Keeords  for  Placer  Gold,  Oold  Bredges,  and  OoM-Lode  Mines, 

The  data  in  hand  indicate  that  the  value  of  placer  gold  produced 
in  1915  was  $10,500,000,  compared  with  $10,730,000  in  1014.  This  de- 
crease of  output,  if  borne  out  by  the  final  figures,  is  chargeable  to  the 
falling  off  in  the  output  of  some  of  the  Yukon  camps.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  developments  in  the  Tolovana  district,  where  gold  was  dis- 
covered in  the  autumn  of  1914,  indicate  that  this  will  become  of  some 
importance  as  a  producer. 

About  42  gold  dredge  were  operated  in  Alaska  during  1915,  the 
same  number  as  in  1914.  From  the  information  at  hand  it  appears, 
however,  that  the  value  of  the  gold  recovered  by  dredges  was  less  than 
$2,000,000  in  1915,  compared  with  $2,350,000  in  1914.  This  falling  off 
is  chargeable  to  the  Seward  Peninsula  districts,  where  about  37  of  tiie 
dredges  are  located.  Iliere  can  be  no  question  that  this  demaae  of 
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dredge  output  is  but  a  temporary  check  to  the  industry  as  a  whole  and 
is  due  to  certain  local  conditions.  Several  dredges  that  will  be  op- 
erated in  1916  are  in  process  of  installation. 

About  23  gold-lode  mines  were  operated  on  a  prodnctire  basis  in 
1915,  compared  with  28  in  1914.  On  the  other  hand,  the  vnlue  of  the 
gold-lode  output  has  increased  from  $4,863,028  in  1914  to  nl)out 
$6,200,000  in  1915.  This  increase  is  to  be  credited  to  the  Juneau  dis- 
trict, where  large  developments  were  continued  tliroughout  the  year. 
There  can  be  no  question  that  the  gold-lode  output  will  increase  at  a 
rapid  rate.  This  will  be  due  not  only  to  large-scale  operations  in 
southeastern  Alaska  but  also  to  the  encouragement  given  to  h)de  min- 
ing br  the  railway  under  construction  from  Seward  to  Fairbanks. 

It  IS  estimated  that  about  200  tons  of  stream  tin  were  produced  in 
Alaska  during  1915.  Much  the  larger  part  of  the  tin  came  from 
the  York  district  of  Seward  Peninsula.  The  high  price  of  antimony 
in  1915  led  to  the  mining  of  over  800  tons  of  stibnite  ores  in  Alaska. 
Nearly  TOO  tons  of  this  output  came  from  the  Fairbanks  district  and 
the  rest  from  Seward  Peninsula. 

One  coal  mine  was  operated  on  Cook  Inlet  in  1915  to  furnish  lignitic 
coal  to  a  local  market.  There  was  also  a  little  mining  at  several 
other  localities.  Some  investigations  were  made  in  the  Matanuska 
and  other  Alaska  coal  fields  by  those  who  are  contemplating  making 
applications  for  leases.  Meanwhile,  the  General  Land  Oflioe  has 
made  the  subdivision  surveys  of  the  more  accessible  parts  of  tho 
Bering  River,  Matanuska,  and  Nenana  coal  fields. 

There  were  no  important  developments  in  the  oil  fields.  Some  oil 
was  produced  in  the  Katalla  field.  Oil  seepages  were  founcl  near 
Wainwright  Inlet,  in  the  extreme  northwestern  part  of  Alaska.  This 
locality  is  probably  a  western  extension  of  the  oil  belt  indicated  by 
n  seepage  previously  known,  near  Smith  Bay,  on  the  north  Arctic 
coast  of  Alaska. 

EHGIHE  AND  BOUEB  PACKINO  IN  BURMA. 

[Consul  M.  K.  Moorbc.id,  Rnni;oou,  Nov.  4.} 

During  the  year  ended  September  30, 1915,  engine  and  boiler  pack- 
ing, including  asbestos,  was  imported  through  the  port  of  Rangoon 
to  a  value  of  $42,410,  compared  with  $46,880  in  tho  preceding  twelve 
months. 

The  total  imports  for  the  year  from  the  United  Kingdom  were 
$39,380,  compared  with  $35,500  in  1914,  and  from  the  United  States, 
$2,960,  compared  with  $9,240  in  the  preceding  year.  Those  from  Ger- 
many in  the  year  ended  Septembex*,  1914,  were  $1,870.  The  total  im- 
ports for- the  year  were  valued  at  $42,410,  compared  with  $46,880  in 
the  preceding  year. 

Oi  the  total  imports  of  packing  fi'om  the  tJnited  States  during  the 
year  ended  September  30, 1914,  valued  at  $9,240,  rubber  packing  alone 
represented  a  value  of  $8,610,  which  consisted  of  one  shipment  in 
August,  1914,  for  an  oil  company  in  Rangoon.  Statistics  are  not 
available  showing  the  imports  separately  of  asbestos  packing,  or  of 
asbestos  millboara  and  asbestos  textiles. 

lA  list  showing  the  principal  importers  and  users  of  boUer  nml  engine  pnelttng, 
and  of  building  contractors,  who  occasionally  import  aRl>estos  boards  niul  tiles 
for  construction  purposes,  may  be  i^tained  from  the  Buronti  of  Forelifn  ana 
DcHuesUc  Commerce  or  its  district  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  70174.] 
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FBOSFEBOUS  YEAB  POB  MINES  OF  UHITEB  STATES. 

The  midyear  review  of  mining  conditions  reported  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  on  July  1  by  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  ia 
well  supported  by  the  preliminary  reports  for  the  year.  The  Geo- 
logical Survey  is  making  public  its  usual  estimate  of  mineral  produc- 
tion for  1915  in  the  form  of  a  separate  statement  for  each  of  the  more 
important  mineral  products.  A  review  of  these  statements  confirms 
Secretary  Lane's  comment  of  last  July  to  the  efEect  that  the  mining 
revival  is  in  full  swing.  In  the  Western  States  alone  the  metal  pro- 
duction shows  an  increase  in  value  of  more  than  $130,000,000  over  the 
corresponding  figures  for  1914;  and  the  years  increase  in  output  for 
the  principal  metals  measured  in  value  is  more  than  $250,000,000. 
Moreover  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  expect  that  when  the  fuU  returns 
for  all  mineral  products  are  compiled  they  will  show  that  1915  was 
the  country's  most  productive  year  in  the  mining  industry.  The  total 
may  even  reach  $2,500,000,000.  In  the  response  to  bettei-ed  conditlonBi 
the  production  figures  for  copper,  iron,  and  zinc  show  the  largest 
increases. 

The  copper  mines  passed"  all  records  for  previous  years,  the  1915 
output  having  a  value  of  $230,000,000,  or  $83,000,000  more  than  the 
value  of  the  production  for  191-1.  The  total  sliipmenta  of  iron  ore 
from  the  mines  in  the  United  States  in  1915  are  estmiated  to  have 
exceeded  55,000,000  gross  tons,  an  increase  over  1914  of  more  than 
38  per  cent.  Based  on  the  same  price  as  received  in  1914  this  repre- 
sents an  increase  in  total  value  of  about  ^7,C45,000.  The  increase  in 
pig  iron  is  estimated  at  0,500,000  tons,  with  a -total  increase  in  value 
of  pig-iron  production  of  more  than  $120,000,000. 

The  output  of  zinc  (spelter)  made  from  domestic  ores  wns  larger 
than  ever  before,  being  about  425,000  tons,  worth  $120,000,000,  ns  com- 
pared with  343,418  tons  in  1914,  an  increase  of  about  82,000  tons,  or 
nearly  25  per  cent,  in  quantity,  and  of  $85,000,000  in  value.  The  out- 
put of  refined  pig  lead  from  domestic  ores  was  about  515,000  tons, 
worth  about  $48,500,000,  as  compared  with  512,794  tons  in  1914,  an 
increase  of  only  2,500  tons  in  quantity,  but  of  $8,500,000  or  20  per  cent 
in  value.  TKe  production  of  antimonial  lead  was  20,550  tons  as  com- 
pared with  16,668  tons  in  1914,  an  increase  of  3,882  tons  or  23  per  cent 
m  quantity  and  an  increase  in  value  of  nearly  $2,000,000. 

The  annual  preliminary  estimates  on  the  production  of  gold  and 
silver  in  the  United  States,  made  jointly  by  the  United  States  Geo- 
logical Survey  and  the  Bureau  of  the  Mint,  are  not  yet  complete,  but 
early  figures  based  on  reports  from  the  mines  indicate  an  increase  in 
mine  production  over  that  of  1014  of  more  than  $7,000,000  in  gold, 
principally  from  Colorado,  California,  Alaska,  Montana,  and  IcTaho, 
and  an  increase  in  mine  production  of  silver  of  fully  4,000,000  ounces, 
chiefly  from  Montana,  Utah,  and  Arizona.  This  Increase  in  gold  pro- 
duction may  bring  1915  up  to  the  record  year  of  1909,  when  the  gold 
output  of  this  country  was  nearly  $100,000,000." 

Quicksilver  also  has  had  its  best  year  in  1915.  The  quantity  in- 
creased 25  per  cent  over  1914^  but  the  value  of  the  output  more  than 
doubled,  owing  to  the  much  higher  prices.  The  estimated  producticm 
was  20,681  fiasks  of  75  pounds  each,  valued,  at  the  average  price  for 
year— the  highest  in  the  last  40  yeors^t  $1,768,223.  In  value,  this 
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domestic  production  was  the  highest  since  1881,  and  in  quantity  the 
laraest  since  1912. 

Tha  production  of  bituminous  coal  and  anthracite  in  1915  is  esti- 
mated to  have  increased  between  4,000,000  and  5,000,000  short  tons, 
or  less  than  1  per  cent.  The  quantity  of  bituminous  coal  mined  in- 
creased about  6,500,000  tons  and  that  of  anthracite  decreased  over 
2,000,000  short  tons.  Connected  with  the  coke  industry  was  the  com- 
pletion, during  the  last  summer,  of  a  number  of  large  plants  for  the 
recovery  of  benzol  from  by-product  coke-oven  gas.  This  gives  the 
United  States  its  first  output  of  this  material,  so  important  as  a  raw 
material  in  the  manufacture  of  high  explosives  and  chemical  dyes, 
and  the  amount  of  this  product  will  be  reported  later.  Preliminary 
estimates  of  the  total  output  of  petroleum  in  the  United  States  in 
1915  indicate  a  slight  increase  over  the  corresponding  output  in  1914. 

Perhaps  the  most  notable  item  in  the  year's  record  is  the  stimulation 
of  metal  mining  in  the  Western  States.  Almost  without  exception 
the  increases  in  production  were  large  and  in  several  States  1915  was 
the  best  year  on  record. 

MTBALTTSUN  OIIVES  AND  OIIVZ  OH. 

[Consul  Wilbur  T.  Oraccj.  SeTllIc,  Spain,  Nov.  18.] 

Tlie  rains  that  are  annually  looked  for  in  Andalusia  during  Sep- 
tember did  not  appear  this  year,  and  as  a  result  of  this  excessive 
dryness  the  fruit  on  the  ta*ees,  while  abundant,  was  exceptionally 
small.  iDuring  tiie  latter  part  of  October  and  early  November  rain 
was  more  plentiful,  and  the  quality  of  the  fruit  improved, 

Buyei's  of  manzanilla  and  queen  olives  were  slow  in  making  offers 
during  iSeptember  and  October,  and  few  contracts  were  closed.  Tho 
small  producers  were  in  a  quandary  regarding  the  disposal  of  their 
crops,  not  knowing  whether  it  was  better  to  sell  them  outright  or  to 
convert  them  into  oil.  Exporters  who  are  also  growers  converted 
their  own  crops  into  oil  and  purchased  those  of  their  neighbors  for 
pressing.  Other  growers  who  have  space  for  storage  put  their  crop 
away,  pending  a  better  market.  This  condition  continued  into  No- 
vember, and  the  buying  market  is  still  more  or  less  paralyzed,  both 
buyers  and  sellers  wnitm^  for  better  days. 

^t  the  end  of  October  farst-quality  oil  was  sold  at  10.62  pesetas  per 
arroba  of  11^  kilos  and  second-quality  at  10.25  pesetas  [equivalent, 
resijcctively,  to  $8.08  and  $7.80  per  100  pounds].  Prices  rose  slightly 
in  the  early  part  of  November  to  10.75  and  10.37  pesetas  [$8.18  and 
J7.90  per  100  pounds],  which  are  the  present  quotations.  There  was 
little  activity  m  the  green  sulphur  oil  market  during  September  and 
October,  only  a  few  carloads  having  been  received,  and  this  stagna- 
tion has  continued  to  this  date. 


Imports  of  petroleum  and  gasoline  into  Madagascar inl914amount- 

ed  to  2,931,252  pounds,  gross  weight,  and  were  valued  at  $89,815. 
Of  this  amount,  there  were  1,673,287  pounds  from  the  United  States, 
valued  at  $51,270.  The  nearest  competitors,  both  of  which  shipped 
American  petroleum,  were  Natal,  with  447,950  pounds  valued  at 
$13,725,  and  Zanzibar,  with  242,883  pounds  valued  at  $7,442.  These 
figures  are  reported  by  Consul  James  G.  Carter,  at  Tamatave. 
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XOBEBir  SUOAS  TOUA  DT  VEHEZUKLA. 

[American  Minister  Presfoa  MtHJoodwlD.  t'aracns.  Not.  10:  bco  alto  COMHnCB  BtMani 
for  Sivt.  12,  1&14,  and  Jan.  e,  191S.] 

Plans  are  being  consummated  for  the  manufacture  of  sugar  on  a 
lai'ge  scale  in  A'enezuela.  Four  of  the  five  plants  organized  in  1914 
iiave  capacities  of  400  tons  of  cane  per  day.  The  fifth,  the  Tacarigua 
Industrial  Sugar  Co.,  of  Maracay,  has  a  capacity  of  600  tons,  and 
upon  completion  of  its  plant  on  March  1  next  it  will  immediately 
begin  the  installation  of  machinery  to  handle  a  further  1^00  tons  of 
cane,  or  a  total  capacity  of  1,800  tons  daily. 

It  is  the  intention  of  this  company  to  export  every  pound  of  its 
product  to  the  United  States.  Elaborate  preparations  have  b^ 
made  to  convey  the  sugar  over  the  magnificent  35-mile  highway  being 
built  from  Maracay  to  the  port  of  Ocumare  de  la  Costa,  Tvhence  it 
readily  can  be  transported  in  sailing  vessels  9  miles  to  Puerto  Cabello. 
Meanwhile  an  adequate  harbor  for  larger  craft  is  to  be  built  at 
Ocumare  de  la  Costa. 

The  Petare  f  lant— All  Properties  Vnder  Irr^atlon. 

Construction  work  has  been  started  on  a  400-ton  sugar  mill  near 
Petare,  5  miles  east  of  Caracas,  which  is  expected  to  be  completed 
January  1, 11)16.  This  plant  is  owned  by  the  Petare  Sugar  Co.  (in- 
corporated in  the  State  of  New  York),  and,  unlike  all  other  com- 
panies organized  in  Venezuela  to  date,  will  not  grow  its  cane,  but 
has  contracted  to  full  capacity  with  independent  growers,  who  will 
be  the  first  in  this  district  to  abandon  their  ancient  English-type 
mills  for  making  papelon,  or  brown  sugar,  in  cones.  The  company 
plans  to  dispose  of  its  product  in  the  local  market. 

Sugar  properties  in  the  vicinity  of  Caracas  are  all  under  irrigation. 
The  same  is  true  in  lesser  degree  of  plantations  in  the  States  of 
Aragua  and  Carabobo,  where  there  is  sure  to  be  great  activity  since 
the  Tacarigua  Co.,  above  referred  to,  is  making  such  rapid  headway 
in  Aragua. 

Th«  lake  Xaracaibo  Conntry — Good  Progress  Xade. 

The  most  remarkable  cane  in  the  country  grows  around,  and  espe- 
cially at  the  south  end  of,  Lake  Maracaibo,  where  two  big  centrals 
are  in  operation  and  two  others  are  nearing  completion.  Tliese  are 
Ijh  Ceiba  Sugar  Co.,  at  La  Ceiba;  the  Venezuela  Sugai-  Co.,  a  Dela- 
ware corporation,  at  Bobures;  the  Zulia  Central  Sugar  Co.,  at  El 
Banco;  and  the  ITnion  Agrieola  de  Maracaibo,  all  of  which  have 
headquarters  at  Maracaibo.  It  is  said  that  the  cane  at  the  south  end 
of  Lake  Maracaibo  produces  readily  after  25  years.  Unfortunately 
the  several  sugar  exi)erts  wlio  visited  that  section  did  not  return  by 
way  of  Caracas  and  I  have  no  information,  except  that  there  should 
be  fertile  soil  on  the  plains  at  the  foothills  of  the  Andes  Mountains 
bordering  the  lake. 

Considering  the  fact  tiiat  the  subject  of  introducing  modem  sugar- 
making  machinery  into  Venezuela  was  broached' first  in  my  office 
less  than  two  years  ago,  the  results  accomplished  to  date  at  least  are 
interesting,  for  in  addition  to  the  larger  plants,  to  which  I  have 
referred,  one  company  has  sold  14  small  mills,  another  3,  and  all. 
including  those  first  mentioned,  are  American  with  the  exception  oi 
one  Belgian,  delivei*ed  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war  by  special 
arrangement  with  the  Foreign  Office  in  Berlin. 
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ATrSTBALIAN  HAKTrFACTUKEBS*  WEEK. 


[A.  Gomez,  clerk  to  commercial  attocb^,  Melbourne.] 


With  the  object  of  encoui'aging  the  use  of  Australian-made  goods, 
the  manufactuiers  of  Australia  have  again  this  year  organized  a 
window -trimming  competition,  which  is  held  for  one  week  in  every 
State  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  windows  are  dressed  entiiely  with 
articles  manufactured  or  produced  in  Australia,  and  placards 
reading:  "Industries  Build  a  Nation.  Support  Your  Own."  "Be 
Loyal.  Use  Australian-made  Groods,"  and  otiiers  similar,  appeal- 
ing to  the  patnotism  of  the  buyers  are  conspicuously  shown.  Jn 
order  to  arouse  interest  among  the  shopkeepers,  prizes  are  offered  for 
the  best  displays.  An  endeavor  was  made  to  hold  the  demonstration 
at  the  same  time  throughout  the  Ooinmonwealt}i,  but  the  scheme  was 
found  impracticable.   This  was  Victoria's  week. 

Artieles  on  EzMblt 

An  inspection  of  the  principal  exhibits  in  Melbourne  and  suburbs 
disclosed  a  great  variety  of  "Australian-made"  articles.  Chief 
among  the  displays,  as  regards  number,  was  footwear.  It  was  at 
once  noticeable  that  practicall}*^  all  the  boots  and  shoes  were  made 
after  American  lasts.  The  pumps  shown  lacked  the  refined  appear- 
ance of  the  imported  ones.  Home  slippers  were  plentifid.  Other 
articles  of  leather,  such  as  traveling  bags,  hand  bags,  purses,  etc., 
were  in  great  profusion,  and  in  many  cases  compared  favorably  with 
the  foreign  goods. 

Clothing  came  next,  many  windows  being  filled  with  blouses,  col- 
lars, ties,  and  men's  shirts,  ladies'  undergarments,  woolen  underwear 
and  socks,  raincoats,  etc.  Many  artieles  in  this  line  can  not  be  con- 
sidered as  strictly  of  Australian  manufacture,  as  in  many  instances 
the  piece  goods  ai-e  imported  and  simply  cut  and  sewn  here.  They 
are  sold,  however,  as  "Australian-made  "  goods. 

There  were  good  stocks  of  straw  and  felt  hats  and  millinery,  all  of 
the  lower  and  medium  grades,  at  reasonable  prices. 

The  furniture  displays  gave  a  good  idea  or  the  beauty  of  the  Aus- 
tralian woods.  The  workmanship  and  finish,  with  few  exceptions, 
were  poor. 

Rxibber  goods,  such  as  tires,  inner  tubes,  hose,  balls,  glo\'es,  nipples, 
heels,  ear  plugs  for  swimmers,  sink  stoppei-s,  etc.,  were  also  exhibitetl. 
Their  appearance  was  pleasing. 


very  low  grades. 

A  drug-store  window  contained  medicinal  soaps  nnd  a  few  drugs 
made  here;  also  a  tooth  paste  manufactured  in  Parke  &  Davis's  fao 
tory  in  Sydney.  The  Kodak  Co.,  which  owns  a  factory  in  Abbot«- 
ford,  Victoria,  also  displayed  the  plates,  films,  and  the  photographic 
chemicals  which  they  make  in  Australia. 

Austrtdian  pianos,  highly  polished,  were  also  displayed.  Many  of 
the  parts  which  enten*  into  their  manufacture  have  to  l>e  imported. 

Kitchen  utensils,  brushes,  mats,  and  other  articles  of  easy  manu- 
facture were  numerous. 

As  a  whole,  Australian  goods,  although  substantially  made,  luck 
the  finish  which  characterizes  articles  from  the  great  manufacturing 
centers. 


(mostly  of  wood)  and  dolls  of 
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OOUBfBBOE  BBP0RT8. 


UINEUAL  PBOOITCTIGN  OP  BRITISH  OUIANA. 


[Consul  George  B.  Chamberlain,  Georgetown,  Nov.  16.] 

A  report  recently  published  by  the  Institute  of  Mines  and  Forests 
of  British  Guiana  gives  the  output  of  the  gold  mines  of  the  colony  for 
the  year  ended  June  30,  1915,  as  60,733  ounces,  against  77,435  ounces 
in  the  preceding  year.  Of  the  1914-15  output  the  Potaro  district  i>ro- 
duced  20,454  ounces,  Massaruni  20,037,  Ouyuni  9,856,  and  Banma 
7,182  ounces. 

The  report  states  that  while  no  alluvial  deposits  of  special  richness 
were  discovered  during  the  year,  good  returns  were  met  with  in  a 
number  of  different  localities.  On  Oko  Creek,  a  branch  of  the  Cuyuni 
River,  work  was  resumed  on  lands  that  in  the  earlier  history  of  British 
Guiana  gold  mining  gave  handsome  returns.  There  was  no  extension 
of  gold  dredging,  although  it  is  reported  that  there  is  some  likelihood 
of  another  company  operating  in  No.  4  district.  The  two  dredging 
companies  operating  in  No.  2  district  produced  12,624  ounces  of  gold 
in  1914-15. 

At  an  earl^  date  Amei'ican  capital  will  reopen  the  Peters  quartz 
'mine,  and  it  is  thought  probable  that  Americans  will  invest  in  quartz 
properties  in  the  Cabun  district  also. 
Oold  Ontpnt  for  Three  Kontlu — Diamonds,  Bauxite,  and  Oil. 

The  following  statement  sliows  the  production  of  gold  in  the  colony 
from  1884  to  date: 


Year. 


1884  ... 
188.5  ... 
18S6... 
1887 . . . 
18SK-WJ 
18Sl)-£0 
181»-91 
1891-92 
1692-93 
1893-94 
18M-05 


Ounces. 


aro 

6,51S 
10.VS6 
20.21G 
32.33J 
60. 

110.555 
1^4.124 
138.527 
132, 9»4 


Year. 


l»95-96 . . 
IRW-S?  .. 
IN97-98.. 
1S9S-99  .. 
1KM-H09 
ICOO  Ol .. 
1301  02  . . 
lSX)2-03 . . 
1903-04.. 
1004- OS.. 
IDOd-OI.. 


Onnoei. 


121,285 
127.470 
121.490 
113,1U 
112.  IS) 
114,102 
101.332 
104.526 
CO.  336 
96,984 
04,363 


Yier. 


19W07  .... 
1907  0.S  . . . . 
lEXN  OJ  .... 

IPOJ  10   

1910  II  .... 
1011-12  .... 
1912  13  .... 
1013-14  .... 
19U-IS.... 

Total 


Ouiicei. 


85.  £04 
C8.S13 
73,272 
61.573 
M.OM 
40,607 
62,098 
77.43S 
60.733 


S,443,4H 


The  diamond  industry  suffered  more  than  any  other  as  a  result 
of  the  European  war.  The  output  for  the  period  under  review  is 
officially  given  as  78,533  stones  weighing  10,980  carats,  as  against 
94,871  stones  weighing  12,506  carats  in  1913-14.  The  quantity  of 
diamonds  obtained  in  the  colony  from  April  1,  1900,  to  March  31, 
1915,  was  1,324,588  stones  weighing  106,645  carats. 

An  early  resumption  of  operations  in  the  bauxite  fields  is  antici- 
pated. Persistent  rumors  of  finding  oil  in  the  Northwest  district 
are  current,  and,  says  the  Institute  of  Mines^  report,  tliere  is  reason 
for  giving  them  credence. 


Copies  of  memoranda  of  the  Department  of  Customs  of  Canada, 
relating  to  the  foot-and-mouth  disease,  as  affecting  importations  of 
animals  or  animal  products  from  certain  States  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  regulations  governing  the  inspection  of  milk  and  cream  cans, 
have  been  received  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce, and  may  be  inspected  at  the  bureau  or  its  district  offices. 
Refer  to  file  No.  70,194. 
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BBamSIMENTS  TO  B£  KET  IH  HEW  ZEALAND  TBADE. 

[Consul  Oenml  Alfred  A.  Wlnilow,  Aoefclud,  Kov.  15.1 

Attention  should  be  called  to  the  importance  of  Americnu  ex- 
porters quoting  c.  i.  f.  prices  on  shipments,  and  giving  more  attention 
to  some  other  details,  if  they  are  to  meet  with  the  best  results  in  this 
part  of  the  world.  They  should  understand  that  it  is  practically  im- 
possible to  ^  freight-rate  quotations  here  in  Auckland  on  freight 
from  American  to  Nev  Zealand  ports,  as  the  agents  here  are  au- 
thorized to  quote  rates  aaiy  from  New  Zealand  to  Ameri<>»n  ports. 
This,  of  course,  makes  it  very  difficult  for  the  New  Zealanil  importer 
to  fix  a  selling  price  before  the  goods  arrive,  which  means  delay,  and 
delay  means  loss  of  business  when  supplies  can  be  secured  elsewhere, 
even  if  they  are  inferior. 

Vo  Lu^e  Stocks  in  New  Zealand  Markets 

No  large  stocks  are  carried  in  New  Zealand  inarki-ts,  but  many  of 
the  imports  are  delivered  direct  to  the  retail  trade  from  the  docks, 
which  means  that  they  were  either  ordered  for  customers  or  sohl  be- 
tween the  date  of  ordering  and  that  of  arrival  in  New  Zealand,  the 
latter  being  the  rule. 

The  existing  situation  emphasizes  the  necessity  for  know  ing  tlie 
actual  cost  price,  since  most  of  this  business  must  be  done  on  u  smail 
margin  and  in  comparatively  small  lots,  fre<^uently'  repejitci. 

W^en  it  is  not  practicable  to  quote  prices  c.  i.  f .  New  Zealand  ports, 
for  any  reason,  exporters  should  quote  f.  o.  b.  steamer  iiriceH  instead  of 
f.  o.  b.  factory  prices,  for  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  for  the  buyer  to 
ascertain  these  charges  in  advance,  and  it  should  be  an  easy  mntter 
for  the  shipper  to  secure  this  information. 

Complaiats  ot  Catalogues  Wltboat  Price  Lists. 

Many  complaints  come  to  this  consulate  geuei-al  because  catalogues 
are  sent  out  without  containing  prices  or  having  price  lists  inclosed, 
which  makes  them  practically  useless  in  many  cases,  for  the  i-eason 
that  it  takes  from  two  to  three  mionths  to  get  replies,  and  these  ara 
often  too  late. 

It  should  be  understood  that  these  matters  mean  luucii  in  these 
markets,  and  the  manufacturer  or  exporter  who  expects  to  do  much 
here  must  meet  these  conditi(»is  so  far  as  possible,  or  the  trade  will  go 
elsewhere.  One  of  the  large  importers  of  this  city  (.alleil  at  this  con- 
fiolate  general  yesterday  with  an  order  for  galvanize<l  wire,  stating 
that  hade.  i.  f.  prices  at  Auckland  been  quoted,  he  could  have  made  iiis 
order  several  times  larger,  for  there  is  a  market  shortage  here,  and  he 
could  have  dispose<I  of  more  had  he  been  able  to  have  a  fixed  price 
quoted.  As  it  wa;^  he  sent  in  a  small  order  and  took  the  chnnces  of  loss 
or  gain,  not  knowing  what  the  final  cost  price  would  be. 

The  1914  census  of  manufactures  of  Macon,  Gn..  on  which  the 
United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census  has  issued  a  preliminary  state- 
ment, shows  unusual  increases  over  the  fibres  for  1909  of  50.6  per 
cent  in  (»pital  invested j  113.4  per  cent  in  cost  of  materials;  87.7 
per  cent  in  value  of  products;  84.7  per  cent  in  primary  horsepower; 
34  per  cent  in  payments  for  services;  and  39.2  per  cent  in  value  added 
by  numufacttire.  The  increase  in  capital  invested,  in  tiie  five-year 
period,  was  from  $7,673,000  to  $11,552,000,  a  gain  of  $8,870,000. 
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COMMEBCE  BEPOBTS. 


HALT'S  TOITBIST  T&&FFIC  AID)  HOTEL  INDUSTET. 

[Consul  William  F.  Kelley,  Rome,  Nor.  24.] 

An  estimate  of  the  Koman  Society  for  the  Furtherance  of  Tourist 
Traffic  (Associazione  Italiana  per  il  Movimento  dei  Forestieri)  states 
that  in  recent  years,  before  the  warj  the  tourists  who  came  to  Italy 
expended  some  $100,000,000  a  year  in  this  country,  and  thus  repre- 
sented an  important  factor  in  the  economic  life  of  the  nation.  The 
war  has  affected  this  traffic  probably  more  than  any  other  business  in 
Italy,  and  the  situation  of  hotels  and  shopkeepers  immediately  de- 
pendent upon  the  tourist  trade  is  very  grave. 

A  recent  article  in  a  Roman  trade  journal  discusses  ways  and  means 
to  aid  these  business  interests,  and  expresses  the  hope  that  the  Italian 
Government  will  enact  certain  legislative  measures  to  relieve  the  situ- 
ation. 

Italian  hotel  j)roprictors  have  built  uj)  a  business  representing  an 
investment  of  millions  of  dollars  of  capital,  and  one  which  attracts 
foreign  tourists.  The  question  of  international  exchange  values  is 
important  when  it  is  considered  that  the  travelers'  checks,  letters  of 
credit,  and  other  forms  of  international  credit,  left  by  the  tourists 
in  this  country  annually,  must  be  redeemed  either  in  the  form  of  im- 
poi-tations  of  merchandise  or  transfers  of  money.  A  nation  can  not 
neglect  these  industries  which  are  so  important  in  normal  times,  and 
therefore  it  is  proposed  that  energetic  measures  of  relief  should  be 
taken. 

KoratoiiiiuB  InsnlBolent  to  Xeet  Gravity  of  Sltiiatloii. 

Shortly  after  the  outbreak  of  the  war  the  ministry  received  au- 
thorization to  take  any  necessary  measures  for  the  economic  welfare 
of  the  country.  Under  this  authority  a  moratorium  was  declared, 
and  a  ministerial  decree  issued  permitting  certain  classes  of  tenants 
(including  hotel  keepers)  to  postpone  the  payment  of  one-half  of  the 
sums  due  from  them  to  the  landlords  for  rent  until  after  the  war. 
It  appears  that  even  this  concession  is  insufficient  to  meet  the  gravity 
of  the  situation  many  hotel  keepers  are  facing,  and  they  request  that 
this  decree  be  extended  to  cover  the  entire  sum  due  ror  rental  and 
State  taxesj  or  in  default  thereof  to  permit  hotel  keepera  to  pay  the 
rental  sum  m  the  form  of  promissory  or  mortgage  notes. 

An  alternative  suggestion  is  that  the  Government  establish  a  special 
fund,  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  hotel  keepers,  from  which  they 
may  receive  loans  for  the  payment  of  rent  and  taxes.  The  Koman 
trade  journal  quoted  proposes  that  the  different  societies  for  the  fur- 
therance of  tourist  traffic  in  Italy  petition  the  Government  to  levy  no 
taxes  upon  hotels  which  remain  closed  or  which  show  a  loss  on  busi- 
ness during  the  war,  in  addition  to  permitting  the  other  hotels  to  post- 
pone the  payment  of  rent  and  taxes  until  after  the  war. 

Burean  Froposed  for  Fartbenace  of  Tourist  Xovement 

It  is  finally  suggested  that  the  Government  establisK  a  bureau  for 
the  furtherance  of  the  tourist  movement  under  the  direction  of  the 
State  Railways,  which  department  should  bo  furnished  with  suffi- 
cient means  to  conduct  extensive  advertising  campai^s  in  foreign 
eoimtries  and  at  home,  in  order  to  brin§  the  attention  of  foreign 
tourists  again  to  the  attractions  of  Italy,  in  the  hope  that,  upon  tho 
conclusion  of  peace,  the  tourist  traffic  may  reassume  its  former  impor- 
^.ance. 
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BOiniAVIAir  TRADE  dOKDItlOHS. 

[Ni-ai-  VMsi,  Nov.  20,] 

The  following  information  was  taken  from  n  report  of  tlie  British 
consul  general  at  Galatz : 

The  value  of  the  foreign  trade  of  Roumnnia  in  1912  (tlic  latest  year 
for  which  statistics  are  available)  was  $249,107,000,  of  which  imports 
accoanted  for  $124,175,000  and  exports  for  $124,902,000,  showing  an 
inclose  in  imports  of  $13,208,000  as  compared  with  1911,  but  a  de- 
crease of  $9,658,000  in  exports.  Tlie  chief  articles  of  import  into  Rou- 
mania  are  iron  and  steel,  cotton  goods,  machinery,  woolen  goods, 
ready-made  clothing  and  drai^ei-y  goods,  carriages,  leather  and 
leather  goods,  timber  and  articles  mmle  from  timber,  silk  goods, 
fruits  and  groceries,  chemicals  and  drugs,  nibber  and  manu- 
factures of  rubber.  Gennany  in  1912  supplied  nearly  38  per 
cent  of  the  total  imports  and  Austria-Hungaiy  accounted  for 
just  under  22  per  cent  The  share  of  the  United  Kingdom  was  under 
14  per  cent. 

In  1912  Germany  contributed  goods  to  the  ralue  of  $16,762,000,  or 
over  one-half  of  the  total  imports  of  metals,  metal  goods,  and  mining 
products  imported  into  Roumania ;  the  United  Kingdom  contributed 
$5,015,000  worth.  In  the  case  of  iron  tubing  Germany  contributed 
nearly  95  per 'cent  and  of  bar  iron  over  60  per  cent;  the  share  of 
Austria -Hungary  in  this  latter  article  was  30  per  cent,  while  that  of 
the  United  il^ngdom  was  less  than  2  per  cent. 

While  Germany  occupies  a  leading  position  in  almost  evenr  class 
of  iroh  manufactures,  it  is  in  the  case  of  small  articles  that  German 
supremacy  is  most  marked.  Carpenters'  and  blacksmiths'  tods,  e.  g., 
hammci-s,  saws,  plaiite,  vises,- squares,  etc.,  are  almost  exclusively  of 
German  manufacture.  The  total  imports  of  locks,  padlocks,  and 
hinges  in  1912  was  1,120  tons,  and  of  this  quantity  Germany  pro- 
vided 770  tons. 

Nearly  all  the  iron  obtained  from  the  United  Kingdom  is  in  the 
form  of  sheets.  The  market  for  tin  plates  is  almost  exclusively  in 
British  hands,  the  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  in  1912  having 
been  $574,000  out  of  a  total  of  $605,000.  The  United  Kingdom  also 
furnishes  nearly  all  the  galvanized  sheets  and  the  thinner  black  sheets 
imported,  but  the  thicker  gaogcs'of  black  sheets  are  mostly  obtained 
from  Germany  and  Austria-Hungary. 

Kachinery  Imports  and  Their  Sources. 

The  machineiy  imports  in  1912  reached  $12,723,000,  of  which  Ger- 
many supplied  $7,299,000;  Austria-Hungary,  $',918,000;  the  United 
States,  $1,582,000;  and  the  United  Kingdom,  $1,084,000.  German 
firms  are  thus  far  ahead  of  their  competitors  in  this  market,  and 
their  share  in  the  trade  shows  a  more  or  less  steady  increase. 

Hydraulic  machinery  came  almost  entirely  from  Germany  and 
Austria-Hungary;  railway  engines  from  Germany  and  Belgium;  oil 
engines  from  Germany  and  the  United  Kingdom ;  gas  engines  from 
Germany ;  machine  tools  from  Germany  and  Austria-Hungai-y ;  print- 
ing, paper-making,  and  textile  machinery  practically  all  from  Ger- 
many; engines  for  use  in  agriculture  and  thrashing  machines  from 
Gcamany,  the  United  Kingdom,  and  Austria-Hungary ;  reapers  and 
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binders  from  the  United  States;  other  agricultural  machinery  almost 
entirely  from  Germany  and  Austria-Hungary;  sewing  machines  from 
the  United  States  and  the  United  Kingdom ;  typewritera  also  from 
those  two  countries;  electrical  machinery  and  apparatus  nearly  all 
from  ^iermany. 

Karket  for  Tehleles. 

Under  the  heading  of  "  caiTiages  "  are  comprised  railway  and  tram- 
way rolling  stock  (except  locomotives),  motor  cars  and  motor  cycles, 
and  ordinary  bicycles.  The  im}>orts  in  1012  reached  $4,953,000,  of 
which  Germany  contributed  $1,852,000;  France,  $980,000;  Austria- 
Hungary,  $780,000;  Belgium,  $037,000;  and  the  United  Kingdom, 
$252,000,  and  were  confined  almost  entirely  to  motor  cars.  With 
the  spread  of  luxury  these  are  coming  into  much  more  general  use, 
especially  in  Bucharest,  and  the  market  holds  out  good  prospects. 
The  trade  at  present  is  chiefly  in  the  hands  of  Germany,  France,  and. 
Italy,  whose  manufacturers  seem  to  have  been  more  energetic  in  push- 
ing their  makes  than  have  their  rivals.  The  British  cars  imported  have 
generally  given  satisfactory  results.  The  plan  adopted  by  the  most  suc- 
cessful of  the  foreign  firms  has  been  the  establishment  in  Bucharest  of 
depots  where  a  stock  of  cars  is  kept  on  view  and  where  accessories  and 
E^are  parts  can  be  obtained  and  repairs  carried  out.  The  expense  of 
running  an  establishment  of  the  nature  indicated  might  be  too  great 
for  some  individual  firms,  but  a  number  of  firms  could  cooperate  and 
save  management  expenses  by  having  one  depot  where  their  respective 
makes  could  be  kept  in  stock.  In  any  case,  the  market  is  at  present 
only  in  its  infancy  and  seems  to  be  well  worth  nui'sing. 

Trade  Hethods — Credit. 

The  preponderance  of  German  and  Austro-Hungarian  goods  in  the 
Roumanian  market  is  not  due  to  geographical  position  alone;  the 
chief  reason  for  this  success  is,  probably,  that  German  firms  are 
more  alive  to  the  possibilities  of  the  market,  have  taken  greatei* 
pains  to  cultivate  it,  and  are  much  better  represented  in  Boumania 
than  are  their  competitors. 

Continental  merchants  generally  send  out  travelers  to  obtain  orders, 
and  in  some  cases  they  have  branches  in  the  country  itself.  Such 
a  system  secures  to  the  exporter  a  much  better  chance  of  doing  busi- 
ness than  the  employment  of  agents  on  a  commission  basis.  The 
establishment  of  a  branch  may  not  commend  itself  on  account  of  the 
expense,  but  a  number  of  firms  in  any  particular  industry  could 
combine  to  run  an  establishment  in  Roumania  for  the  sale  of  their 
goods.  All  travelers  and  other  representatives  should  be  able  to 
transact  business  in  German  or  Frendi,  preferably  the  former  fail- 
ing Roumanian.  Catalogues  should  also  be  in  one  of  these  languages, 
and  the  metric  system  should  invariably  be  employed  in  quoting 
prices. 

Advertisement  may  be  resorted  to  with  advantage,  but  it  can  only 
supplement — it  can  not  supplant — the  benefits  to  be  derived  from 
personal  explanation  and  demonstration  by  capable  representatives. 

As  a  general  rule,  in  an  agricultural  country  such  as  Roumania, 
where  money  is  not  plentiful  until  the  crops  have  been  harvested, 
credit  is  a  necessary  element  in  all  business  transactions  on  a  large 
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scale.  Particularly  is  this  so  in  the  case  of  a^icultural  machinery 
and  other  expensive  goods,  whicli  must  be  paid  for  directly  out  of 
the  produce  of  the  harvest. 

Butks— Keed  of  Immediate  Action. 

.^Vmong  the  other  advantages  that  the  Germans  and  Austro-Hun- 
garians  enjoy  in  comi>eting  in  the  Kouir.anian  market,  one  of  con- 
siderable Importance  is  that  the  majority  of  the  local  banks  are 
financed  by.  and  in  many  cases  are  branches  of,  the  large  banks  in 
Germany  and  Austria-Hungary.  That  being  so,  they  naturally  do 
everything  in  their  power  to  further  the  trade  of  these  two  countries. 
Throu^  them,  manufacturers  in  Germany  and  Austria -Hungary 
can  obtain  continual  information  and  advice  regarding  the  state  of 
the  mai'ket,  the  financial  position  of  their  clients,  and  the  credit  which 
may  safely  be  allowed  them ;  they  can  also  get  their  debts  collected, 
and  in  general  hare  their  interests  watchml  in  many  ways  which 
would  otherwise  be  impossible. 

Although  existing  difficulties  in  the  way  of  transporting  goods 
and  transmitting  money  make  the  conduct  of  business  with  Roumaniti 
almost  impossible,  the  present  is  undoubtedly  the  time  to  secure 
orders,  for  there  will  be  a  large  demand  for  manufactured  goods  of 
every  description  as  soon  as  these  difficulties  have  been  o^'ercome. 


AMESICAIT  CONSULAB  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^ad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions : 


Kama. 

Port. 

Expira- 
tion of 
veoue. 

Address 

CbHfaka,  Floniog  D  

Gaiwda,  wausm  W  

Tvsait,  O.  E  

DonoM,  OawsiK  

Bonneyj  WHSert  L.*  

Tviiigt&u,  China.  

Bhanebal,  China  

Vera  Crm,  Mexico  

Comw^,  Canada  

Haracaibo,  Venwasla. 
San  Luis  Fotoal, 
Uexico. 

Jon.  U 
Jan.  31 

Jan.  5 
Feb.  1 
Jan.  S 

Feb.  1? 
Feb.  13 

Department  ofStste,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Coni' 

meroe.  Room  409,  Cuatomhouso, 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

WlDOhester,  Ind. 

2607  Eleventh  Street  NW.,  Washlne< 

ton,  D.  C. 
153  Cbnrch  Street,  UobOe,  AU. 
IftUNorth  Bush  Street,  SanU  Ana,  Cat 

■  TbG  tour  of  American  cities  br  Consul  Oencrnl  Thomns  BammonB,  of  Shanglutt.  Includes 
BochMtcr.  Albanr,  CoDsJoharie.  New  York,  Detroit,  Chicago,  Seattle,  Tacoma,  Portland, 
and  San  Francisco,  concluding  at  the  latter  place  Jan.  4,  1910.  He  will  confer  with  bual- 
ne«a  men  at  these  places  who  are  interested  in  trade  in  China. 

*  Consnl  Wllbert  i<.  Booncy  shall  visit  San  Frnncifco,  Los  Angeles,  and  Ban  niego,  Cal.: 
ud  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  and  will  advlw  tbe  Clumber  oC  Commerce  In  e«cb  ot  tbeae  cities  ox 
Us  arrlT&l  and  address. 


Siftrict  Offices  of  the  Burean  of  Foreign  and  Bomestio  Cfy:.^erce. 

New  Tork,  Soom  408  United  States  Cnstomhonse ;  Boston.  eiKhteenth  floor 
TTnlted  States  Customhoase;  Chicago,  604  Federal  Bnlldlng;  St.  lonls,  402  Third 
Sational  Bank  Bolldlae;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1030 
Hibemla  Bank  Building;  San  Tranelsco,  806  United  States  Cnstomhonse;  Seattle, 
MtS  Alaska  Bnlldlng.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
Bcrae;  Cincinnati,  Oianber  of  Commerce;  Lot  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce; 
Setrolt,  Board  of  Commeroe;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Gommeroe. 
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POBEION  TBABE  OPPOATUHITIKS. 

ScBcrred  addrpsses  maw  be  obtained  trom  the  BareM  and  its  dlntrlet  ofleea.  Il«rtiiest 
for  eacb  opportunity  aliould  be  on  a  separate  abect  and  the  llle  anmber  eiren. 

Perfumerp,  etc.,  No.  19707. — An  American  consular  ofQcer  in  Brazil  reportR  that 
a  firm  in  lila  district  desires  catalofirues  on  perfumery  nnd  drug  products. 
It  is  stated  tliat  the  Arm  prefers  to  deal  directly  with  manufacturers. 

Plate  0la3»,  Na  19708.— A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  in  the 
Fnv  Enst  states  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  c.  1.  f.  quota- 
tions on  plate  glass  for  show  windows,  colored  glass,  and  window  glass. 
Bank  references  are  given. 

Machinery,  No.  10709. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Chile  reports  that  a 
business  man  in  lils  district  desires  to  purchase  a  small  machine  for  the 
puiTiose  of  convprtlng  shavings  nnd  sinnll  fragments  of  wood  into  fine  saw- 
dust to  be  used  for  Insulation  and  packing  Ice.  Correspondence  should  be  in 
Itallnn  or  Bpiinisl). 

Drugs  and  chemicals,  druftgtsta'  supplies,  etc.,  No.  19710. — A  report  from  an 
Amerhrnu  cousulnr  officer  states  that  a  flrra  in  British  Guiana  desires  to  be 
pincetl  in  coiumunicatif>n  with  manufacturers  of  drugs  and  chemicals,  drug- 
gists'  sui)plles,  surgical  instruments  and  dressings,  etc.  It  is  stated  tliat 
the  firm  deslns  the  agency  for  several  countries.  Correspondence  may  bo 
in  Engltsli  or  Spanish,  and  quotations  f.  a  b.  New  York. 

Paints  and  tiamUkes,  No.  19711.— A  letter  to  the  Bnrenu  from  a  firm  in  Spain 
states  that  it  desires  to  correspond  with  manufacturers  of  paints  and  var- 
nishes. Bank  references  are  ^ven. 

UpJtoUtery  webbing.  No.  19712.— The  Bureau  Is  in  receipt  of  a  lettw  from  a  firm 
in  England  stating  that  it  desires  to  purchase  upholstery  webbing  of  both 
cheap  nnd  good  qualities,  and  upholsterer's  springs.  Prices  and  samples  aro 
requested. 

General  representation.  No.  19713. — ^A  letter  to  the  Bureau  from  a  firm  In  Switz- 
erland states  that  It  desires  to  represent  American  exporteni  who  may  de- 
sire to  extend  their  trade  In  that  country. 

WUIow,  No.  19714. — The  Bureau  Is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  commercial  or- 
ganization in  Canada  re<iueKting  names  and  addresses  of  dealers  In  willow 
to  l>e  usetl  in  the  nianufncture  of  chairs,  baskets,  etc. 

Ghemicalit,  perfumer]/,  etc..  No.  19715. — ^A  letter  to  the  Bureau  states  that  n  com- 
mlsslon  nierchniit  in  the  Straits  Settlements  desires  to  commuulciite  with 
manufacturers  of  chemicals,  perfumery,  hair  oils,  and  silk  goods,  Smnples 
are  retiuestetl. 

Paper  ffoods  and  chemicals.  No.  39710. — A  letter  to  the  Bureau  from  a  bu«ino*s 
man  in  the  Ignited  Kingdom  .states  that  he  desires  to  represent  manufac- 
turers of  paper  Roods,  such  ns  pray  wrapping  paper,  bank  and  blotting  pai>er, 
grease-proof  pai>er,  and  chemicals. 

Kcroscne-tamp  burners.  No;  10717. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Denmark 
reiwrts  that  n  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations 
with  manufacturers  of  kerosene-lamp  burners.  Correspondence  may  be  in 
English, 

Cotton  goods,  knitted  vnderwear,  etc.,  No.  19718. — A  report  from  an  American 
consular  officer  states  tliat  an  agent  in  Venezuela  desires  to  correspond  with 
manufacturers  of  cotton  goods,  especially  drills,  kiilttet^  underwear,  neckties, 
•  etc.,  with  a  view  to  representing  them  in  that  country.    Correspond I'nce 
may  be  in  Knglish. 

t/(  paper.  No,  10719. — X  firm  of  wholesale  dealers  In  decorators'  supplies  de- 
sjinipleH  and  qu(rt»tions  on  wall  pai)era  in  rolls  12  yards  long  by  22 
wide.   ,Tai»nnese  leather,  relief  papers,  and  similar  designs  preferred. 
Elccti-ical  gof'is.  No.  19720. — .\  firm  In  Denmark  informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  one  of  its  representatives  exiiecis  to  arrive  in  the  Unlled  Slates 
in  the  near  future  for  the  purpwie  of  establishing  commercial  relations  with 
manufacturer.^  of  elei--tricnl  goods. 

Betoing  thread,  No.  19721. — A  ronmuTcial  agent  of  the  Bureau  reports  that  a 
repi-esontntlve  of  a  firm  dealing  in  llie  Medlterrnnosm  countries  is  interested 
in  purchasing  8,000  gross  of  sewing  thread  (three-cord,  sllk-flntsh)  on  spools 
of  200  )-ards,  to  cost  about  16  cents  per  domn  f.  o.  b.  New  York.  Cash  will 
be  paid  In  Ne%v  Tork. 
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H£W  DUTIES  IN  PERU. 

[Telegram  from  American  Consul  Oeneral,  Callao-LIma,  received  Dee.  80.] 

The  law  levying  a  duty  of  10  per  cent  ad  valorem  on  many  prod- 
ucts formerly  exempt  'from  duty  was  enacted  December  29.  The 
chnrge  for  consular  certification  of  invoices  is  increased  from  1  to  2 
per  pont  of  the  invoice  value  of  shipment.  [The  proposed  law,  which 
it  is  presumed  has  been  enacted  without  change,  was  reported  in  de- 
tail in  CoHH£BCE  Bepokts,  Nov.  20, 1915,  p.  732.] 


•'X&STBXAH  CEAXBEK  OF  COlOfEBCE  IK  POLAKS. 

[Conanl  General  Albert  Halatead,  Vienna,  Atntria,  Dec.  4.] 

The  Vienna  Chamber  of  Commerce  announced  on  November  30 
that  it  had  opened  at  Petrikau  a  branch  office  so  as  to  cover  th<:  entire 
distrii't  in  Russian  Poland  that  is  occupied  by  Austria. 


VENEZUELAN  EZPOBTEBS  OF  CACAO  AND  COFFEE. 

[COnaal  Homer  Brett,  La  Guaira,  Dec.  0.] 

The  JjR  Guaira  consulate  is  in  receipt  of  almost  daily  requests  from 
American  firms  for  the  names  of  exporters  of  cacao  and  coffee  from 
thi.s  district.  A  list  is  forwarded  herewith,  so  that  others  desiring  this 
information  may  obtain  it  without  delay. 

ITIio  list  of  names  mentioned  may  be  obttiinetl  from  the  Bnrenn  of  Forelgu 
aud  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  oBices.   Itofer  to  file  Ho.  70548.] 


Wool  Production  in  United  States. 

The  production  of  wool  in  the  United  States  in  1915  is  estimated  by 
the  Bureau  of  Crop  Estimates,  Department  of  Agriculture,  as 
288,777,000  pounds,  compared  with  290,192,000  in  1914  and  296,175,000 
in  1913.  The  price  to  producers  for  unwashed  wool  has  averaged 
about  23.4  cents  per  pound,  as  compared  with  18.4  cents  in  1914  and 
15.7  cents  in  1913. 
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ADDITIONS  TO  LIST  OF  RADIO  STATIONS. 

Additions  to  the  lists  of  land  and  ship  radio  stations  are  announced 
by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Navigation  in  the  Janua^  issue  of 
the  Radio  Service  Bulletin.  Four  land  stations  and  five  ship  stations 
were  added  during  the  past  month.   The  new  land  stations  are: 

Schoolships  Anderson  and  Buchroe^  permanently  located  at  Fort 
Monroe,  Vii.,  using  the  United  States  Army  system,  and  operated 
and  controlled  by  the  Signal  Corps  of  the  War  Department ;  Colo- 
rado Springs,  C^olo..  range  of  70,  using  Clapp-Eastham  system,  "wave 
lengths  300  and  425,  limited  commercial  service,  no  regular  hours, 
operated  and  controlled  by  Herbert  C.  Colbum;  Fort  Caswell,  N.  C, 
United  States  Army  system,  wave  length  825,  Government  business 
exclusively,  hours  6  a.  m.  to  10  p.  m.,  operated  and  controlled  by 
Signal  Corps  of  War  Department. 

The  new  ship  stations  are :  Dochra^  vessel  owned  by  La  Plata  Steam- 
ship Co. ;  Eruana,  owned  by  Walker,  Armstrong  &  Co. ;  Munamar^ 
owned  by  Munson  Steamship  Line ;  Orhaiuan,  owned  by  R.  Lawrence 
Smith  (Inc.) ;  Vlrghiia^  owned  by  Harby  Steamship  Co.  Each  of 
these  uses  the  Marconi  system,  and  the  stations  on  the  Dochra^  Orlcan- 
ian,  and  Virginia  are  operated  and  controlled  by  the  Marconi  Co, 
Each  has  300  and  600  wave  lengths. 

Special  land  stations  which  have  been  established  are:  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  300  and  600  wave  lengths;  General  Radio  Co.,  Fruitvale,  Cal., 
300  and  600;  National  Wireless  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Co.,  Iron- 
ton,  Ohio,  200  and  425;  Henry  W.  Campbell,  Norwalk,  Ohio,  200  and 
425 ;  Roy  C.  Burr.  Oberlin,  Ohio;  200  and  42.5 ;  Ross  Gunn,  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  200.  300,  and  425 ;  Julian  G.  McCoUom,  San  Francisco, 
Cal.,  300  and  600,  National  Wireless  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Co. 
froTislon  Kade  for  Extra  First-Orade  LlcenscB. 

The  Department  of  Commerce  issues  a  special  license,  known  as 
commercial  extra  first  grade,  to  radio  operators  whose  trustworthi- 
ness and  efficient  service  entitle  them  to  confidence  and  recognition. 
These  licenses  are  given  consideration  by  the  Civil  Service  Commis- 
sion in  examinations  for  j>osition8  requiring  knowledge  of  radio- 
telegraphy,  when  experience  is  rated  as  a  part  of  such  examinations. 
Applicants  for  this  grade  of  license  must  pass  ri  special  examination. 
To  oe  eligible  for  this  examination  they  must  hold  commercial  first- 
^ade  licenses,  and  their  certificates  of  skill  in  radio  communication, 
issued  under  the  act  of  June  24,  1910,  or  licenses  under  the  act  of 
August  13,  1912,  must  record  18  months'  satisfactory  commercial 
service  at  sea  or  at  land  stations,  either  or  both,  during  the  two  years 
previous  to  the  filing  of  the  application  for  examination^  as  ^own 
indorsement  on  the  license  service  records,  or  other  satisfactory  evi- 
dence, and  provided  that  the  applicants  have  not  been  penalized  for  a 
violation  of  the  radio  laws  and  regulations.  A  sfwed  of  at  least  30 
words  per  minute,  Continental  Morse,  and  25  words  per  minute, 
American  Morse  (five  letters  to  the  word),  must  be  attained.  The 
technical  questions  and  the  questions  on  the  radio  laws  and  regula- 
tions are  considerably  wider  in  scope  than  those  for  commercial  first 
grade,  and  a  higher  iiercentage  is  required. 

All  examination  papers,  including  the  code  test  sheets,  are  marked 
and  forwarded  to  the  conunissoner  of  navigation,  with  a  reoommoi- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOmfSBGE  BEPOBIS.  19 

dation  by  the  radio  inspector  or  examining  officer.  Examination 
papers  are  marked  upon  the  basis  of  100,  and  licenses  are  recom- 
mended only  if  80  or  better  is  attained. 

During  the  past  18  months  the  Secretary  of  Commerce  has  issued 
conunercial  extra  first-grade  lionises  to  24  operators. 


FSXriT-PACKINa  SCHOOLS  IH  BEITISH  COLXTMBIA. 

[Consnl  General  B.  B.  Hoiudeld.  VancoDver,  Dec.  10.) 

As  a  means  of  providing  competent  packers  for  the  fruit  crop  pro- 
duced in  British  Columbia,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  win  hold 
a  series  of  packing  schools  in  the  Province  this  winter.  While  the 
number  of  packers  available  in  1914  was  equal  to  the  demand,  there 
was  a  decided  shortage  in  1915.  As  in  previous  years,  the  local  ad- 
ministration of  the  packing  schools  will  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  a 
responsible  body,  sucn  as  the  Farmers*  Institute  or  the  Fruit  Growers* 
Association. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  provides  the  instructors,  pays  their 
expenses,  and  bears  the  cost  of  fruit  and  all  other  legitimate  expense 
except  that  of  secretarial  work,  the  rent  of  buildings,  heating,  and 
lighting.  In  addition  to  the  packing  work,  modern  methocls  and 
equipment  for  packing,  packing  for  exhibition,  and  the  fruit  marks 
act  will  be  studied. 

To  Give  Practical  Instmctlon  in  Orchard  Work. 

Pupils  who  score  75  per  cent  in  the  packing  school  and  put  up  cred- 
itable packs  for  the  Department  prizes  the  following  autumn  will 
receive  diplomas  from  the  Department.  The  pupils  will  also  receive 
practical. jnstruction  in  orchard  work  and  will  prune  trees  under 
the  supervision  of  an  instructor.  Thei-e  will  be  lectures  on  the  theory 
of  pruning,  which  will  include  talks  on  the  formation  of  fruit  buds, 
plant  growth,  etc. 

By  these  educational  methods  the  Agricultural  Department  is 
endeavoring  to  increase  the  interest  in  fruit  farming,  which  consti- 
tutes one  of  the  important  industries  of  the  Province. 

[An  article  on  British  CoTumbIn  apple-packing  contests  was  piibll»1ie<1  la 
OoHUEBCE  Reports  for  Sept.  4,  1015.] 

AHEBICAN  SiriFHtm  IN  DEMAITD  IN  SWEDEN. 

[Coasal  Oencrnl  Krnost  L.  Harrlx,  Stockbolm.] 

The  match  industry  is  one  of  great  importance  in  Sweden.  Such 
chemical  materials  as  phosphorus,  paramn,  sulphur,  and  antimony 
must  be  imported.  A  ^at  deal  of  antimony  is  brought  froui  Asia 
Minor.  The  sulphur  imported  into  Sweden  formerly  came  fi-om 
Sicily;  this,  however,  is  being  changed  and  American  snlphur  sub- 
stituted. In  1914,  before  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  several  large  car- 
goes were  imported  from  American  gulf  ports,  chiefly  from  Galves- 
ton. Considerable  quantities  of  the  same  sulphur  were  also  brought 
in  by  way  of  Hamburg. 

Chlorate  of  potash,  a  chemical  greatly  needed  in  the  production  of 
matches,  is  now  practically  all  produced  in  Sweden.  State  monopo- 
lies ill  such  countries  as  France,  Spain,  and  Greece  have  limited  the 
development  of  Sweden's  export  trade  in  this  branch  of  industiy 
vil^  tnose  particular  countries. 
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FESnUZEB  SITUAIXOH  IV  THE  VBTTED  STAXES: 

The  Secretary  of  Agnculture  has  made  Hie  following  statement 
regarding  the  fertilizer  situation : 

"American  farmers  are  ccmfronted  by  a  serious  situation  in  refer- 
ence to  fertilizer  materials.  As  a  result  of  the  embargo  placed  by 
the  German  Government  on  the  exportation  of  potash,  the  supply  of 
this  substance  has  been  entirely  cut  ofif.  Under  normal  conditions 
sulphuric  acid,  which  is  re<^uired  for  making  superphosphates,  is 
sold  for  $5  or  $G  a  ton.  The  incL-eased  demand  for  it  since  tbe  bilk- 
ing out  of  the  Euro[)ean  war  has  caused  the  price  to  rise  to  about  $25 
a  ton.  It  is  impossible,  therefore,  for  farmers  to  secure  superphos- 
phates at  prices  whidi  they  have  been  accustomed  to  paj'.  The  nitro- 
gen supply  is  not  mateTially  less  than  usual. 

"  In  lOiS,  when  conditions  were  normal,  about  $125,280,000  worth 
of  commercial  fertilizers  was  used  in  the  United  States.  Of  this 
amount,  the  farmers  paid  $48,830,000  for  nitrogenous  substances, 
$50,000,000  for  phosphates,  and'  $20,450,000  for  potash  salts.  Prac- 
tically all  the  potash  salts  were  impoited  from  Germany,  and  the 
entire  quantity  of  nitrate  of  soda  came  from  Chile.  Ammonium 
sulphate  to  the  value  of  $3,720,000  was  received  from  abroad,  mainly 
from  England.  The  remainder  of  the  fertilizer  materials  was  detived 
from  domestic  sources. 

"  There  is  practically  no  potash  in  this  country  at  the  present  time 
for  fertilizer  use.  The  small  quantities  which  were  held  over  from 
former  years  are  now  priced  at  from  8  to  12  times  their  normal  value. 
The  investigations  of  the  department  and  the  Greol(^ical  StirVey  have 
shown  the  possibility  of  producing  from  American  sources  an  ample 
supply  of  potash  salts,  for  domestic  consumption.  These  90Uit*es  are : 
The  giant  Itelp  of  the  Pacific  coast,  from  Lower  California  to  Alaska ; 
the  alunitc  deposits,  mainly  in  the  mountains  of  Utah ;  the  feldspar 
rocks  of  the  eastern  part  of  the  United  States;  and  the  mud  of 
Searles  X^ke,  in  California. 

Production  of  Potasb  from  Peldquu:. 

"  The  production  of  pota^  from  feldspar  is  commercially  feasible 
if  a  salable  by-product  can  be  secured  at  the  same  time.  The  sug- 
gestion has  been  made  by  the  Bureau  of  Soils  that  cement  is  a  possible 
product  from  tlie  feldspar  treated  to  render  the  potash  soluble.  But 
the  diiBculty  of  marketing  this  cement  in  competition  with  thoroughly 
standardized  products  would  be  a  great  deterring  factor. 

**The  development  of  Searles  Lake  as  a  source  of  potash  presents 
a  number  of  unsolved  technical  problems.  In  addition,  the  question 
of  title  to  the  property  is  so  involved  that  considerable  time  will  elapse 
before  it  can  be  settled.   In  the  meantime  nothing  can  be  done. 

"Alunite,  a  mineral  which  exists  in  considerable  quantities  in 
Utah  and  neighboring  States,  contains  about  11  per  cent  of  potash. 
It  is  decomposed  by  roasting  at  a  temperature  of  about  700**. 
with  the  evolution  of  oxids  of  sulphur  and  a  residue  consisting  of 
alumina  and  potassium  sulphate  remains.  From  this  residue  the 
potash  salt  can  be  obtained  readily  by  leaching  and  evaporation. 
The  process  is  simple.  The  fumes  liberated  can  be  used  to  manu- 
facture sulphuric  acid.  Alumina,  resulting  as  a  by-product,  will  be 
ratitable  for  the  manufacture  of  metallic  aluminum.  One  large  com- 
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pany  has  begun  the  manufacture  of  potash  from  alunite  and  is  re- 
ported to  have  made  some  shipments.  It  is  understood  that  another 
large  concern  is  about  to  begin. 
"An  ample  supply  of  potash  for  the  needs  of  farmers  Can  be 


by  the  Bureau  of  Soik,  and  a  report,  accompanied  by  maps  showing 
in  detail  their  extent  and  location,  recently  has  been  issued.  Harvest- 
ing is  accomplished  easily,  as  the  kelp  grows  in  open  water  and  barges 
fitted  with  mowing  attaciunents  can  oe  used." 

fThe  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  Issued  a  pamphlet  on 
^  Potash  production  in  California  "  and  "  Potash  from  kelp,"  showing  the  cost  of 
production,  by  Thomas  H.  Norton,  commercial  agent  of  the  department,  reprinted 
from  CoMUEECE  Redouts  for  June  12  and  Id,  1915.  Copies  of  this  publication 
may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.] 

Three  lATge  Conoens  Start  KannfactUTe  ftom  Kelp. 

"  Three  large  concerns  have  begun  operations  for  the  manufacture 
of  potash  from  kelp.  While  potash  is  indispensable  in  the  prepa- 
ratLon  of  fertilizers,  it  is  also  used  for  many  other  purposes,  including 
the  manufacture  of  matches,  glass,  liquid  soap,  and  munitions.  The 
prices  offered  under  existing  conditions  by  the  manufacturers  of  such 
articles  undoubtedly  will  cause  practically  the  entire  output  of  these 
concerns  to  be  diverted  from  the  fertilizer  industry.  It  seems  un- 
likely that  normal  conditions  will  be  restored  in  the  immediate  future, 
and  that  potash  can  be  secured  from  foreign  sources  as  heretofore  in 
time  for  the  next  crop-planting  season.  It  also  seems  improbable 
that  private  enterprise  will  provide  potash  from  domestic  sources 


plants,  costing  approximately  $50,000  and  having  an  operating  capi- 
tal of  abi>ut  $25,000  each,  to  produce  tlie  quantity  needed  for  agri- 
culture. This  would  involve  the  assumption  that  the  commercial 
phases  of  the  problem  were  satisfactorily  solved. 

"  Even  if  the  requisite  funds  were  available,  it  is  a  question  whether 
operations  could  begin  in  time  to  provide  an  adequate  supply  for  the 
coming  year.  The  department  is  investigating  all  aspects  of  the  ques- 
tion and  is  planning  to  send  experts  to  California  to  study  the  situa- 
tion, and  especially  to  consider  possibilities  of  production  on  a  com- 
mercial scJile. 

"  One  fact  has  operated,  in  a  measure,  to  embarrass  private  enter- 
prise in  this  iield.  There  is  no  legislation  in  any  of  the  Pacific  Coast' 
States,  along  whose  shores  the  kelp  lies,  providing  for  the  leasing  of 
the  kelp  beds.  Without  leases  private  investors  would  have  no  as- 
surance that  plants  erected  by  them  would  have  the  necessary  control 
over  the  kelp  within  their  vicinity.  The  department's  officers  will 
discuss  this  matter  with  the  proper  authorities  in  the  Pacific  Coast 
States,  and  will  urge  the  necessity  of  legislation  regulating  the  use 
of  the  beds. 

Seview  of  Phosphate  Situation  in  Vnlted  States. 

"Acid  phosphate  is  the  basis  of  nearly  all  commercial  mixed  fer- 
tilizers. It  is  made  by  the  action  of  sulphuric  acid  upon  phosphate 
rock.  Our  available  sources  of  phosphate  rock  are  greater  than  those 
of  any  otlier  nation.  The  main  supply  for  domestic  consumption  and 
for  exportation  comes  from  Tennessee,  South  Carolina,  and  Florida. 
United  Stat^  GoTemment,  however,  owns  vast  deposits 


These  beds  have  been  surveyed 


for  agricultural  purposes 


would  require  90  or  more 
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phosphate  rock.in  Utah,  Wyoming,  Montana,  and  neighboring  States. 
These  deposits  hare  been  withdrawn  from  private  use,  pending  leg- 
islation for  their  utilization,  and  no  supply  has  yet  been  developed 
from  this  source. 

"  In  1914,  2,734,000  tons  of  phosphate  rock  were  produced  in  this 
country.  Up  to  that  year  about  one-half  the  quantity  mined  was 
exported  to  Europe.  The  rock  in  its  natural  state  is  not  readily  ab- 
sorbed as  a  plant  food.  It  is  made  available  for  this  purpose  by 
treatment  with  sulphuric  acid,  about  1  ton  of  the  acid  bemg  used  to 
a  ton  of  phosphate  rock.  "When  thus  treated  a  superphosphate  con- 
taining 14  to  18  per  cent  of  water-soluble  phosphoric  acid  is  mpde. 

"  The  potential  sources  of  sulphuric  acid  in  the  United  States  aro 
ample  to  produce  more  than  double  the  present  annual  output.  Few 
of  the  lead,  zinc,  or  copper  smelting  companies  using  sulphide  ores 
have  sulphuric-acid  plants  in  connection  with  their  smelters.  The 
fumes  discharged  into  the  atmosphere  by  these  smelters  are  sufficient 
to  produce  many  thousands  of  tons  of  sulphuric  acid  daily.  Under 
normal  conditions,  the  limited  market  for  the  acid  and  the  long  haul 
necessary  to  reach  the  market  have  made  it  commercialljr  imprac- 
ticable to  convert  the  fumes  into  sulphuric  acid.  It  is  entirely  fea- 
sible to  erect  sulphuric-acid  plants  in  connection  with  the  copper,  zinc, 
and  lead  smelters  using  sulphide  ores.  The  concentrates  of  the  ores 
may  be  roasted  in  furnaces  mdependent  of  the  smelting  plants  or  the 
fumes  may  be  delivered  direct  to  the  acid  chambers. 

"  The  erection  of  acid  plants  of  sufficient  capacity  to  convert  the 
smelter  gases  would  involve  an  outlay  of  at  least  several  million 
dollars.  Under  normal  conditions  it  would  take  four  months  to 
complete  the  plants.  In  the  present  situation,  at  least  six  months 
would  be  required.  The  Bureau  of  Soils  estimates  that  salphuric 
acid  could  be  made  by  some  of  the  western  smelting  plants  at  ap- 
proximately one-half  the  normal  cost  of  producing  the  acid  in  the 
£ast  where  pyrites  is  used.  The  saving  m  cost  of  manufacture  in 
the  West,  however,  would  be  partly  offset  by  the  l<aig  haul  necessary 
to  bring  the  acid  to  the  eastern  market. 

Method  Still  Under  XnTestif fttlon  hj  Department. 

"  In  view  of  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  production  and  utili- 
zation of  sulphuric  acid  for  fertilizer  purposes,  the  Bureau  of  Soils 
has  endeavored  to  develop  a  commercial  method  involving  the  use 
of  the  electric  furnace  for  manufacturing  phosphoric  acid,  which 
can  be  used  as  a  substitute.  Through  this  method  double  super- 
phosphate, which  will  contain  40  to  50  per  cent  of  water-soluble 
phosphoric  acid,  or  the  still  more  concentrated  form  of  ammonium 
phosphate,  could  be  secured.  But  the  use  of  the  electric  furnace  for 
the  purpose  is  commercially  feasible  only  where  phosphate  rock, 
coal,  and  cheap  water  power  are  readily  available.  The  department 
is  investigating  this  matter  to  ascertain  whether  there  are  localities 
where  these  conditions  exist  and  where,  therefore,  double  super- 
ph(^hate  may  be  made. 

"The  nitrogen  situation  is  of  less  pressing  concern.  Cottonseed 
meal  forms  the  bulk  of  the  nitrogenous  substances  entering  into  com- 
mercial fertilizers.    The  amount  available  for  fertilizer  use  is  de- 

endent  upon  the  annual  production  of  cotton  and  the  demand  for 

e  meal  for  feeding  stuffs.  The  supply  of  dried  blood  and  tankage, 
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alsa  sources  of  nitrogenous  material,  is  dependent  upon  the  number 
of  animals  slaughtered.  Only  a  few  large  packing  concerns  conserve 
these  products,  which  are  now  used  to  a  considerable  extent  as  cattle 
feed  as  well  as  for  fertilizer  purposes.  Investigations  of  the  Bureau 
of  Soils  have  shown  that  there  is  a  large  amount  of  waste  from  the 
fisheries  and  fish  canneries,  especially  on  the  Pacific  coast  .and  la 
Alaska.  This  material  could  and  should  be  made  into  fish  scrap, 
which  would  have  a  value  of  about  $1^00,000  for  fertilizer  purposes. 

"  Owing  to  the  demand  for  nitric  acid  for  munition  purposes,  the 
price  of  mtrate  of  soda  advanced  approximately  $1.10  per  100  pounds 
during  the  year  prior  to  November,  1915.  Only  a  very  small  percent- 
age of  the  nitrates  imported  from  the  Cliilean  beds  goes  into  ferti- 
luers,  being  mainly  incorporated  in  special  brands  for  greenhouse 
and  trucking  purposes.  This  item  alone,  therefore,  will  not  cause 
much  embarrassment  to  American  farmers. 
Aaunoninm  Sulphate  Important  Sonree  of  B'itrogen. 

"  One  of  the  most  important  sources  of  nitro^n  for  commercial 
fertilizer  purposes  is  ammonium  sulphate.  This  is  produced  as  a 
by-product  in  the  destructive  distillation  of  coal  for  the  preparation 
of  coke.  The  nitrogen  contained  in  the  coal  is  evolved  as  ammonia 
and  is  caught  and  neutralized  with  sulphuric  acid.  Formerly  all 
coke  was  niatle  in  the  beehive  oven,  which  did  not  provide  for  the 
confinement  of  the  combustible  gases  produced.  These  were  burned 
as  evolved,  and  the  ammonia  carried  by  them  was  likewise  lost.  The 
domestic  production  of  ammonium  sulphate  from  the  coke  oven  is  only 
one-fifth  of  what  it  could  be  were  the  beehive  oven  entirely  displaced 
by  more  modern  types.  During  the  past  few  years  there' has  been  a 
slow  ti;ansitton  from  the  use  of  the  beehive  oven.  It  is  not  imperative, 
therefore,  to  resort  to  extreme  measures  to  increase  the  production  of 
ammonia. 

"Another  source  of  nitrogen  is  found  in  garbage.  The  investiga- 
tions of  the  Bureau  of  Soils  indicate  that  if  the  garbage  of  all  cities 
having  a  population  of  30,000  and  over  were  converted  into  garbage 
tankage,  the  product  would  be  worth  for  fertilizer  purposes  at  least 
$3,500,000.  In  view  of  the  present  situation,  immediate  steps  should 
be  taken  by  all  municipalities  to  conserve  the  garbage  and  to  make 
it  available  for  use  in  the  fertilizer  trade. 

"  The  Bureau  of  Soils  is  stud^ng  also  the  problem  of  the  fixation 
of  atmosplieric  nitrogen  with  a  view  to  develop  a  method  for  the  pro- 
duction of  ammonium  phosphate  and  other  fonns  of  concentrated  fer- 
tilizers. No  ammonium  phosphate  is  being  made  in  this  country  at 
the  present  time.  If  cheap  water  power,  phosphate  rnck,  coal,  and 
lim^one  can  be  found  in  accessible  localities,  the  possibility  of  making 
this  material  on  a  commercial  scale  is  considered  entirely  feasible. 
The  greatest  difficulty  here  is  to  discover  cheap  water  power  at  points 
where  phosphate  rock,  coal,  and  limestone  are  readily  available.  The 
depai-tment  is  making  every  effort  to  locate  available  sources  of 
developed  water  power  which  can  he  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
ammonium  phosphate  and  other  fertilizers. 

"It  must  not  be  understood  that  the  suggestions  which  have  been 
made,  or  the  efforts  which  are  now  being  put  forth,  will  result  in  im- 
mediate relief  for  farmers.  There  are  a  number  of  technical  problems 
which  have  to  be  solved  if  these  fertilizere  are  to  be  produced  on  p 


Digitized  by 


Google 


24  COMMEBCE  B£POBTS. 

commercial  scale^  and,  even  if  the  funds  for  the  neceasarfr  plants 
were  provided,  either  from  private  or  public  sources,  considerable 
time  necessarily  would  be  required  for  the  erection  of  the  plants  and 
for  their  full  operation. 

Save  All  Available  FertiUzer  Elemeats. 

"  In  the  unusual  conditions  existing  in  the  fertilizer  trade,  it  is  im- 
portant that  all  fertilizing  material^  on  the  farm,  especially  those 
containing  potash,  should  be  conserved.  The  fertilizer  ingredients 
already  existing  in  the  soil  should  be  utilized  and  developed  to  the 
fullest  extent.  A  great  deal  can  be  accomplished  in  this  direction 
by  deep  plowing,  constant  cultivation,  and  thorough  tillage.  There 
should  be  a  proper  system  of  rotation.  Especially  where  one  crop 
has  been  grown  for  several  years  a  different  one  should  be  planted 
this  year.  Green  manures  and  cover  crops  should  be  used  as  much 
as  possible  in  their  proper  rotation. 

"Of  the  organic  substances,  manure,  both  solid  and  liquid,  is  the 
most  important  and  should  be  utilized  wherever  possible.  All  mate- 
rial of  an  organic  nature,  such  as  leaves  and  bedding  of  various  sorts, 
should  be  composted  and  the  compost  applied  to  the  soil.  Special 
attention  should  be  given  also  to  the  conservation  of  wood  ashes. 
Depending  on  the  character  of  the  wood,  they  contain  potash  in  quan- 
tities varying  ordinarily  from  3  to  10  per  cent.  All  tree  trimmings, 
brush  cuttings,  etc.,  should  be  burned  and  the  ashes  derived  there- 
from utilized. 

"The  application  of  lime  to  many  soils  is  of  undoubted  benefit. 
Though  the  availability  of  the  fertilizing  elements  in  the  soil  may 
not  greatlv  increased  by  its  use,  the  resulting  improvement  in 
physical  and  bacterial  conditions  may  increase  considerably  the  pro- 
ductiveness of  the  soil." 

[Figures  compiled  by  tlie  Bureau  of  Foreigu  and  Domestic  Comtaerce  »how 
that  the  imports  of  nitrogenous  fertilizers  Into  the  United  States  for  the  fiscal 
yenr  ended  June  30.  1014,  were:  Sodium  nitrate,  ?17,6G0,O0O;  ninraonium  sul- 
I>hate.  $4,416,000;  cnldum  cyanamld,  fl,S90,000;  divers  nitrogenous  fertilizers, 
96,054.000;  total,  «30,620.000.] 


SOITTH  AFRICAN  KININa  STATISTICS. 

(Vice  Consul  In  Charge  John  W.  Dye.  Johannesburg,  TranBraal.  Not.  8.] 

According  to  the  monthly  report  of  the  Union  Department  ot 
Mines  for  September  there  were  23,662  white  men  employed  in  the 
gold  mining  industry.  There  were  1,059  whites  employed  in  th« 
diamond  mines,  1,344  in  the  coal  mines,  621  in  the  base  mineral  mines, 
and  63  in  the  lime  and  flint  works,  making  a  total  for  the  mining 
industry  of  26,749  white  men. 

Of  colored  men  216,316  were  employed  in  the  gold  mining  industry, 
1,464  in  the  diamond  mines,  25,527  in  the  coal  mines,  8,409  in  the  base 
mineral  mines,  and  1,043  in  the  lime  and  flint  works,  making  a  total 
of  252,759. 

The  gold  output  totaled  779,307  ounces,  valued  at  $16,109,492;  the 
silver  output  amounted  to  81,872  ounces,  valued  at  $43,589;  coal, 
725,100  tons,  valued  at  $906,395;  and  base  minerals  other  than  coal, 
valued  at  $330,663,  making  a  grand  total  value  of  $17,390,140. 
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ooHFEcnomnEtT  iir  hew  zealajts. 

[Consul  Genenl  Alfred  A.  Wlnsloir,  Aackland,  Not.  4.] 

There  is  an  increased  consumption  of  confectionery  in  New  Zea- 
land, of  which  a  large  part  of  the  more  ordinary  kinds  are  made  in 
this  country,  and  only  the  better  grades  are  imported.  The  United 
States  has  supplied  a  very  small  proportion,  as  may  be  seen  from  the 
following  table  showing  the  imports  by  countries  in  1912  and  1913: 


ArtldM  tnA  countries. 

U13 

1013 

Quantit;. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Chocolate  confectioiicry  fn  pUUn  ftaclnges: 

Poitndt. 
212,676 
5,779 
4,400 
4,513 
1,916 
145 

t47,20D 
1,400 
1,387 
1,609 

sae 
w 

Pwttii. 

240,388 
2,314 
675 
4,302 
1,473 
337 

153, 7SS 
509 
190 
l.OH 

no 

U7 

United  StktM   

2X9,028 

02,189 

349.170 

»,m 

rtiocalst«  nwfecllonery  in  fUicy  pMkages: 

199,356 
10.333 
273,905 
4,711 
13.043 
6,260 
938 

180.933 
8.S35 
IM.97S 
IS,  128 
1,193 
5,733 
6S 

513,003 

405,886 

9ro,3e2 

23,St>S 

a»,m 

96,500 
20,200 
35.875 

108,401 
6,100 
e,7S9 
»,Z71 
3,947 
6,046 

1, 128, 707 
14,000 
25,553 
100,078 
10,001 
i0,«94 

190,468 

3,  mi 

4,930 

S,601 
3,001 

208,554 

i,aH.a38 

226,338 

The  duty  on  chocolate  confectionery  in  plain  packages  is  $G.08  per 
hundredweight  of  100  pounds  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  pos- 
sessions, with  $1.22  additional  from  all  other  countries;  on  chocolate 
confectionery  in  fancy  packagies,  20  per  cent  ad  valorem  from  the 
United  Kingdom  and  possessions,  with  4  per  cent  additional  from 
all  other  countries;  on  other  confectionery,  $4.03  per  hundredweight 
from  the  United  Kingdom  and  possessions,  with  82  cents  additional 
from  all  other  countries. 

There  should  be  a  splendid  opening  here  at  this  time  for  American 
confectionery  of  the  better  grades,  for  the  European  market  is  largely 
cat  off  and  New  Zealand  buyers  are  looking  more  and  mora  to 
United  States  for  supplies.  If  American  manufacturers  make  tho 
most  of  this  they  will  be  able  to  get  a  foothold  that  will  mean  much 
for  the  future. 

Candies  are  imported  by  wholesale  grocers  and  through  indent 
agents  and  are  sold  by  retail  grocers  and  confectioners.  An  active 
agmt  well  supported  could  accomplish  much. 

[Lists  of  the  wholesnle  nnd  retail  Rrocere  niul  confecttonoi-s  of  New  Zmilnnd 
■lUy  be  obtain etl  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  ami  Domestic  Ckiinmerce  or  its  dis- 
trict ofBces.   Refer  to  file  No.  G90S5.] 
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COHXEBCE  THROUGH  THE  SAULT  STE.  HASIE  CAKAIS. 

The  following  tables  show  the  quantity  of  each  of  the  principal 
commodities  and  thie  number  of  passengers  carried  through  the 
United  States  and  the  Canadian  Sault  Ste.  Marie  (Soo)  Cant^  dur- 
ing December  and  for  the  seasons  1914  and  1915 : 

[From  a  r^ort  of  Uu  UnlUd  States  (oglneer  in  iShargt  of  tbo  United  Btatos  Miial  at  Saidt  Ste.  ICail^ 

FOR  nSCEHBEB. 


Artlclee. 

Dulled  Stales  canaL 

Canadian  eaniL 

Total,  both  canals. 

1916 

1914 

1915 

1914 

1915 

9,831,053 

3,293 
8,476,662 

1,600 
2,743,133 

6,72s 
3,035,553 

4,802 
9,231,684 

BuiUlns  stone.. .  sho^i  tons. . 

8a3.I!0 

2S6.310 
68.9Sg 
1,060 
3,610 
^1  1Q1  i*u 

41t  u*i  vH 

28,406 
3 

sg.ooo 

124. GOO 
0,856 

302,  IX 

ssT.gio 

78.815 
1,000 
4,656 
49,166,780 

-  23,411 
60 

6,910 
6,613 

2.043 
8,045,350 

6 
47 

6,910 
8,180,039 

6,813 
60 

W^&y  busLeis.. 

(ieua.al  mertiiandee,  abort 

fl,Vtl,liIU 

EOT 
30 

nSTBOUND. 

Coal: 

U,6£0 
65,000 

88,100 
221,031 

12,300 

TS.flTO 
65,000 

88. 100 
333,734 

12,700 

Uanulastured  lroa,stioritons. 

i,Z4A 

14,369 

1,200 

2,200 

2.543 

10,400 

Oeneial  mer^nndiae,  sbort 

Total  freight: 
Eflslbound.sborttons.. 
Westboand  do.... 

Both  waTS  do  

Vessd  passages  naiDb«r. . 

Beglstaed  tonnage  DOl.. 

2,680 

n,29S 
3 

13,606 
13,043 

22,910 

11,003 
10 

14,175 

14,007 
4 

25,560 

23, 3-2 
13 

27,741 
96,055 

243, £46 

129,697 

1,494,602 
a37.4«0 

151,867 
27,776 

317,400 
30,L32 

394,413 
157,473 

1,812,003 
368,418 

372,243 

1,832,088 

179,643 

348,333 

551,886  1  2,m,*:o 

229 
233, 789 

470 
l,lS8,0tH 

68 

113,701 

109  1  297 
282,t09  847,4U» 

639 
1,470,803 

« 

NINE  UOMTHS  ENDING  DECEMBBB.a 

Artfdn. 

United  States  caneL 

Canadian  canal. 

Total,  both  canals. 

1014 

1916 

1914 

1916 

1014 

1915 

KA3TB00in>. 

Buildisgslone... .short  tons.. 

88,877 
30,044.479 

136,105 
39,833,151 

2,887 
32,293.593 

20,331 
24,912,096 

91,764 

68,338,072 

150,436 

64,755,847 

Iron  ore  short  tons., 

PlEiron  do.,.. 

Wheal  bushels.. 

GoDcral  meichandff e  

sborl  tons.. 

7,511,031 
10.616.9-z7 
11,179 
431,019 
62,190,614 
173, 4i3 

lS,fil3 

5.716,009 
41,101.754 
10.1-30 
410  ,'Sj 
192,0^3,141 
214,831 

13,837 

2.203,392 
20.81;3.142 
4,:00 
21.  US 
98,003,481 
72,701 

13,177 

2.720,828 
4. 0:0, 3.0 
6,770 
45,911) 
C3, 428, 417 
117,333 

13,100 

9.714,423 
31.410,069 
18,379 
452. 143 
150,284.095 
246,184 

28,790 

8,436.837 
45.212, 104 
17.600 
4>1C,451 
266,481,568 
332,164 

25,937 

aThe  United  Sla'es canal  opened  on  Apr.  70, 1914,  and  on  Apr.  17,  1915;  elosedon  Doc.  17, 1914,  and 
on  Dec.  :o,  1915.  T>.c  Canadian  canal  opened  on  Apr.  90^  1914,  and  on  Apr.  13, 1913;  dosed  on  Deo.  14, 
1014,  and  on  Dec  16, 1915. 
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Articles. 

Unltod  BUtea  caiaL 

Tot&l,  both  OKBBb. 

1914 

1914 

1913 

1914 

19U 

TESTS  OTTKD. 

Ceil: 

Boll  do.... 

1  SOB  418 
10,240,259 

1  97S,C97 
10,910,0IW 
100 
31.250 
171,311 
1,500 

OH  out 

900,846 
13,541 

334  067 
3,006,457 
150 

68, 133 
416,248 

2,240.505 
12,246,710 
663 

2,030,730 
11,326,328 
100 
31,623 
194, 181 
1,500 

1,269,234 
24,399 

613 

373 
22,S70 

UsaottCtored  Iron  .short  tons. 

162,518 

58,786 
3,696 

im  tin 

377,473 
16,833 

231.304 

3,696 

til , MS 

1,071,120 
31,011 

Ofiocnl  mercluuidlse,  abort 

ATa  MM 

6S8,ft4T 
14,179 

40,Util 

309,388 
11,858 

Toitl  belgbt: 
Ekstboimd .  short  tons. . 
Wastbooad  do.... 

'  BoUmys  do.... 

Tcsset^passages  number. . 

B«|blered  tonnage  net... 

14,667,041 
13,104,436 

49,434,159 
14,114,834 

24,803,633 
2,794,845 

6,935,083 
806,238 

39,470,663 
15,899,371 

66,360,243 
14,921,063 

27,771,467 

63,H8,9e8 

37,506,467 

7,741,311 

66,360,934 

71,200,304 

12,638 
24,«I0,3S1 

16.910 
47,918,847 

6,078 
17,295,968 

4,323 
9,480,300 

18,717 
41,980,330 

21, 3» 
66,399,147 

AMERICAK  COHSULAK  OmCERS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  ccmditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


NaixM. 

Poet 

Ezplrs- 
ttonol 
Twue. 

Addresa. 

Pwk.  Willys  R  

Vai«;^us.)l«ilea.... 

Jan.  81 
7aa.  31 

Jan.  6 
Feb.  1 
Jan.  S 

Fob.  17 

Feb.  13 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  0. 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com* 

merce.   Room  409,  Ciutoisbonae, 

New  i'ork,  N.  Y. 

£"> 

Wincbester,  Ind. 

3607  Eleventh  Street  MW.,  Washing- 

ton,D.C. 
153  OhonA  »re^  ICobfle,  Ala. 
lOOB  NorOi  Bush  Street,  Bantu  Ana,  GaL 

Uancaibo,  VmamaA. 
San  Luis  FotosI, 
Uaxkw. 

*  Tbe  tonr  of  Aoiertc&D  cities  bj  Conaol  Oeneral  Thomaa  SaumoDS,  ol  Shanghai,  inelodea 
Bocbt^tcr  Albanr,  Connjobarlc,  New  York,  Detroit,  CbicoKo,  Seattle,  Tacoma,  Portland, 
and  San  Franclaco.  conclndlDg  at  the  latter  place  Jan.  4,  1D16.  He  will  confer  with  bual- 
i)«88  men  at  these  places  who  are  Interested  In  trade  In  China. 

*  Consul  Wtlbert  L.  Itonney  ihnll  vlglt  Ban  Prandsco,  Lob  Angeles,  and  San  Diego,  Cat., 
and  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  and  will  adrlBe  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  In  each  of  these  cities  of 
hU  arrival  and  address. 


WOUEN  TEAHGAE  CONSTTCTOES  IN  BEADFOED. 

[Conanl  Augustus  E.  Ingram,  Bradford,  Eogland,  Dec.  16.] 

Tile  Bradford  City  Tramways  Committee  has  decided  to  employ 
women  as  conductors  on  the  cars.  Women  are  therefore  to  be  em- 
ployed experimentally  on  certain  routes.  The  rates  of  wages  and 
hours  of  duty  arc  to  be  the  same  as  for  men,  except  that  the  women 
lire  to  have  longer  meal  relief.  In  Sheffield  it  is  reported  that  of  520 
car  conductors  250  are  womm. 
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BEnSES  ST&TISTZCS  OZT  ECITADOB'S  FOBEiaH  TRADE. 

[Consnl  General  Frederic  W.  Godlng,  Guayaquil.]  ^ 

Since  the  report  on  the  commerce  of  Ecuador  was  prepared  [see 
Supplement  No.  43a  to  Commerce  Reports,  published  on  Oct.  12, 
1915]  the  Director  of  the  Statistical  Office  or  the  Customs  Service 
has  published  the  complete  official  foreign  trade  returns  for  1914. 
The  imports  into  Ecuador  that  year  amounted  in  value  to  $8,332,338 
as  compared  with  $8,762,587  in  1913,  and  the  exports  from  Ecuador 
to  foreign  countries  to  $12,952,120  as  against  $15,657,065  in  the  pre- 
ceding year.  i 
Slstrlbation  of  Trade.  E 

The  distribution  of  the  foreign  trade  of  Ecuador  by  countries  dur- 
ing 1913  and  1914  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Countries. 

Imports  from. 

Exports  to. 

1913 

1914 

1913 

1914 

147,880 

«19,924 

sa2,02g 

ISO, 080 

84,103 
36,715 
617,180 
10,579 
42,013 
1G.112 
8S,GC6 
4,039 
l,O'>4,0S8 
2,118,376 

144,290 

52,148 
331,895 

318,462 
63,027 
10,954 
84,660 

275,898 
62,095 
13,165 
33,961 

24,013 
13,6*3 
41,397 
188,169 
421,56S 
743,662 

03S 

3,514 
924 
324,032 
1,193,481 
24,450 
385,959 
17,739 
£9,903 

431,006 
1,549,971 
09,917 
303,240 
4,858 
25 

333,346 
4S2 
253,584 
5,783 
65, 128 
85,354 
661,366. 

280, 137 

1,004,307 
19, 2n 
28,614 
83,995 
£97,972 
29,880 
1,173,955 
3,487,466 
■  28,073 

41,791 
158,817 
233,693 

34,167 
296,621 
361,610 

2,598,315 
2,794,143 
7,045 

2, 411, 04 
2, 747, 3«3 
16,32j 

1,589,  SI  2 
3,780,184 
52,210 

Unltei  Stot«t  

8,702,587 

8,332,358 

10,84S,SC6 
4, K08, 250 

8,716,211 
4,2't,,909 

8,782,587 

8,332,3:8 

15,657,063  j  12,952,120 

,  Among  the  supplying  countries  the  United  States  occupied  first 
place,  sending  33  per  cent  of  Ecuador's  total  imports  in  1914;  Great 
Britain  was  second,  with  27  per  cent;  and  Germany  third,  with  a  little 
more  than  14  per  cent.  The  returns  for  1915  will  probably  show  a 
still  higher  percentage  to  the  United  States,  owing  partly  to  the  war 
conditions,  but  also  to  the  increased  activity  of  American  exporters. 

The  United  States  also  held  first  place  among  the  purchasing 
countries,  taking  27  per  cent  of  Ecuador's  exports;  Great  Britain 
was  second,  with  9  per  cent;  and  the  Netherlands  third,  with  8  per 
cent. 

XmportB,  by  Articles. 

In  the  following  table  are  show  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  prin- 
cipal articles  imported  into  Ecuador  during  1913  and  1914 : 


ArUeles. 

1S13 

1914 

Pounds. 

VbIuc. 

Founds. 

Value. 

3,709 
«I3,SS1 

164,490 
86,116 

14,9X7 
287,405 

4\6T5 
390.916 
171.180 

ti9,n» 

66,480 
5,432 
309,683 
SO,  313 

S«3,859 
>?2,19e 

141,689 
a«,021 
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Ctodksuid  stearin  

Carria^  ate  

renwnt  and  stoM  

CktUilDfc,  ready-mad*  

Cordac*  and  toread  

rrocfc«r7  and  glasawnn  

D  run  sad  chemicals  , 

TooaatvOa  

Raidwan  , 

Bats  and  CKpe  

;r*-«lry,  clocks,  and  watcfaas. . 

L(oU»r^ood<!  , 

Lumher  and  mannfacturea  of. 

Maditnciy  and  parts  

Hfltcbes  

Mineral  produirts  , 

Mnsical  fntrtranwi'ti .......... 

OUs  , 

Palntsand  vamiib  , 

Paper  and  cardboard.  

Perfumery  , 

Silks  apd  mixed  goods  

Textlks,  sot  silk  

VflMtabw  products  ,. 

WiOM  andliqtion  

AD  otber  articlfls  


T«t«l  

Gold  and  silver  coin. 


Grand  total. 


1913 


FoODds. 


m, 

7,073, 
626, 

Vll, 
2,021', 
2,244, 

15,430, 
17D, 
13, 
393, 
1,2H, 
6,438. 
290, 
63, (-9 

1,341, 
1S4, 

2,m, 

769, 
10, 
7,S43, 

610, 
4,786, 
7,307, 


ieO,W5,!31 
2,299 


160,967,530 


Valua. 


«08, 123 
100, ?09 
41,t«6 
354,043 

iee,«33 

98, ess 

S0fl,6.M 
1,419,393 
B47,.11R 
135. 34S 

5,:oi 

74,435 
684,703 
21,793 
326,865 
68,670 
77. 145 
34,322 
1S0,S21 

72,m 

lfl,9flR 
1,892,042 

53,291 
237,  S»4 
779, 


fc,IS4,!74 
678,313 


8, 762, 587 


Poimds. 

2,648,254 

46:'.  353 
6,)W7,0M 

570,351 

814. 3» 
t,53n,330 
2,Oefl,4>iH 
34,73.s.lM 
l9,2W,ni 

129,010 
lil,m 

101,3^ 
1,156,809 
4,444,196 

124,605 
74,619,94.1 

1S4,3'U 
1,474,125 

.Wi.  391 
2,27S,021 
2,075,433 
9,:(I7 
8,811,500 

133, 109 
4.*<.-!,737 
4,0;4,30I 


174,5K(.3Sfl 
a),3.6 


171,001,712 


Valiu. 


1144,555 

67,200 
35,086 
357,928 
170, 5«7 
73,407 
»1,63S 
1,323,072 
7.v'<,771 
130,402 
9,0U 
64,700 
45,317 
367,239 
U,(W2 
338.620 
44,499 
84,612 
&t,69'i 
179,209 
141,880 
20,035 
3, 171,974 
63,.'i00 

511,342 


8,033,081 
299, 277 


H,332,35S 


Textiles  lead  in  value,  followed  closely  by  foodstuffs,  which  in  turn 
were  nearly  equalled  by  hardware,  machinery,  and  such  mineral  prod' 
ucts  as  unwrought  iron  and  steel,  copper,  and  brass. 
Exports,  by  Articles. 

The  quantity  and  value  of  the  principal  articles  exported  from 
Ecuador  to  foreign  countries  in  1913  and  1914  are  shown  in  tiie 
following  table: 


Artidss. 


Bamboo,  ntlU  and  poles. 

Bark,  cuicbona  

Cacao  

aotli,d«MsUe  

CtOee  

GotlOQ  _ 

J>!m»anK  Orchiite.V."  - 
VMts,fnih: 

Bananas.. .......... 

Otte  

Gold  

Rats,?ainjna  

BMas  

KipoV  

Uther,aoto  

nttimttlvtm: 

P«ita  

^  other  

Rnbber  

Straw  lor  bate 

Vocora  

Toquflk  


Tipadrory  nuts): 
Bhrited... ...... 

,   

Tflf»Mo.  M  

'^HMturarticlM.... 


*  Total. 


Onod  total. 


1913 


Pounds. 


K3,S3fl 
116,801 
352,383 
40,580 
131,941 
361,644 
341,000 

728,370 
681,150 
5,677 
299.948 
316,938 
139,330 

ai.«93 


4r.  733 

77,761 
315,843 
167,185 

,186,910 

,064,  S06 
100 
,910,948 


180,139,390 
63,058 


189,303,057 


Value. 


111,197 
4,864 
9,894,075 
8.31S 
838,236 
45,483 
3,714 

48, 275 
33.119 
327,273 
l;  128, 376 
336,494 
16,000 
3,140 

36,980 

7,807 
178,756 

19,872 
41,380 
13,111 

1,316,681 
873,528 
37 
55,909 


15.151,331 
5an,834 


15,657.065 


1914 


Pounds. 


3.492,371 
138,315 
101,080,333 
34,231 
6,570,733 
78,739 
503,744 

4,358,634 
3,223,127 
5,031 
316,03.i 
1,788,  .509 
33.S171 
«,3S0 


331,613 

74,391 
07,619 

as,  801 

13.859,15.^ 
6,062,150 
107,616 
783,688 


144,303,183 

163,722 


144,566,009 


Value. 


ni,335 
13,300 
10,000,313 
10,331 
583.807 
5,30S 
4,400 

Sft,30S 
33.030 
362,350 
061,070 
331,405 
36,853 
13,000 

5,783 

80,' 877 

17,064 
17,055 
1,923 

38S,160 
69,445 
19,933 
33,470 


13,031.008 
17,213 


i:^  063,131 
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HEW  FOB!  GOITBITIONS  AT  XOHACO 

lOfllce  of  commercial  attach^,  Parts,  Prance.  Not.  20,  BupplemcQtlDg  dlspatcli  In  Couumei 

Reports  for  Dec.  22,  1015.1 

A  press  report  from  Monte  Carlo  states  that  at  last,  after  many 
Tears^  work,  the  harbor  of  Monte  Carlo  is  finished.  "  The  two  lone 
breakwaters,  each  with  its  tower  at  the  end  for  the  green  and  red 
lights,  and  the  two  splendid  quays  are  completed,"  says  the  report. 
**The  southern  (juav,  for  merchant  ships,  has  a  branch  of  the  railway 
running  the  entire  length  to  facilitate  the  shipping  and  receiving  of 
goods.  The  northern  quay  is  for  yachts  and  can  accommodate  any 
number,  and  the  depth  of  the  water  alongside  is  between  S  and  4 
fathoms. 

"  While  the  harbor  itself  is  completely  finished,  there  are  still  some 
little  details  for  the  comfort  and  pleasure  of  the  yachtsmen  to  be 
thought  of,  A  large  lift  is  being  constructed  to  connect  the  landing 
with  the  terrace  just  below  the  casino,  and  flowers  and  vines  will  be 
planted  all  along  the  background  of  the  pier.  The  local  pilot  states 
that  any  ship  can  enter  at  any  time  of  day  or  night  and  in  anyikind 
of  weather,  and  that  this  is  a  free  port,  with  only  insignificant 
dues  for  merchant  and  pleasure  boats  alike." 

ITFE  OF  TEADE  LETTER  TO  BE  A70IBED. 

[Consdl  W.  Roderick  Dorse;,  Tripoli,  Libya,  Oct.  S3.] 

In  response  to  "  Foreign  Trade  Opportunities  "  published  in  Com- 
MEncF.  Reports,  local  merchants  have  received  several  letters  simply 
stating  that  a  firm  exported  certain  lines  and  would  be  pleased  to 
execute  trial  orders  so  that  the  inquirer  might  be  in  a  position  to 
judge  the  merits  and  quality  of  the  products.  Not  a  catalogue,  not 
an  idea  as  to  cost,  not  an  indication  as  to  terms  on  which' business 
would  be  accepted,  absolutely  noticing  to  encourage  purchases,  or  to 
give  the  merchant  at  this  end  the  sli^test  hint  as  to  what  he  might 
expect. 

It  is  mere  waste  of  postage,  stationery,  and  time  to  send  such  invi- 
tations to  place  trial  orders  to  this  market.  It  takes  from  seven 
weeks  to  two  months  to  receive  a  reply  from  the  United  States,  and 
the  local  importer,  used  to  quick  communication  with  European 
centers,  will  always  disregard  replies  from  more  distant  America 
that  fail  to  advance  facts  tending  to  shorten  the  period  of  negotiation 
or  to  facililate  an  opinion  as  to  whether  business  may  be  possible 
or  not. 

FREE  HEALS  EOR  LEEDS  SCHOOL  CHILDBEH. 

[Consul  Homer  M.  BjinstOD,  Leeds,  England,  Dec.  0.1 

Free  dinners  are  served  to  Leeds  school  children  at  16  schools.  The 
cost  is  defrayed  one-half  from  the  city  rates  and  one-half  from  the 
Government  grant  by  the  Board  of  Education. 

For  the  four  weeks  to  the  middle  of  November,  1914,  there  were 
48,055  dinners  served,  but  for  the  corresponding  period  in  1915  the 
number  declined  to  8,889. 

l^pical  weekly  menus  were:  Irish  stew,  brown  and  white  bread, 
currant  cake;  pea  soup,  brown  and  white  bread,  parkin;  crust  pie, 
brown  and  white  bread,  cunant  cake;  savory  rice  and  currant  cnlce; 
sliepherd^s  pie,  brown  and  white  bread,  parkin ;  vegetable  soup,  brown 
and  white  bread,  Jam  pastry;  crust  pie,  brown  and  white  bread,  rice 
pudding. 
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PROPOSALS  FOR  eOVEBBMEHI  SUKUES  AHB  COHSTEUCHOK. 

[Correspoodeace  sboold  be  direct  with  the  offlcea  named,  and  flperlfloatloaH  can  uvoallj 
te  oMalBed  at  tha  potnta  vbcre  th»  coods  an  to  be  deUvered  or  the  work  1m  to  be  per- 
tormed.  In  cases  where  the  time  limit  la  too  ihort  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders, 
they  Bhonld  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  maillns  lists  of  such  ofRces  to  receive  notleeii  tialUax 
tot  future  suppUea  or  work  ot  a  slnUar  natora] 

Medical  »upplie$.  No.  28T2.— Sealed  pn^H>sa)s  will  be  recelrod  at  the  Medical 
Supply  Depot,  United  Stntes  Army,  Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  until 
January  6^  1916,  for  famishing  and  deliverlog  at  warctioiise  "  D,"  Fort 
Mason,  hydrogen  peroxide;  No.  16  Devilbiss  hand  atomizers;  reil  rubber 
hot>water  bags;  elastic  bands;  flexible  bougiofi;  rolled  thin  rubber  finger 
cots;  rubber  cushions;  i-lucli  rubber  hose;  rubber  gloves;  rwtuiii  lavaga 
tnbea;  stomach  lavage  tubes ;  rubber  sheeting;  rubber  tips  for  crutches; 
surgical  cushions ;  fountain  robber  syringes;  pure  gum  rnbber  tubing ;  cork 
carpet;  linoleum;  flax  mattress  twine;  aluminum  paint;  white  enamel 
paint ;  putty ;  putty  linife ;  sandpaper ;  nail  set ;  and  wood  screws. 

Panama  Canal  mpplies.  No.  2S78. — Sealed  proposals  wilt  be  reoelved  at  the  offlc» 
.  of  the  general  purchasing  officer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington,  D.  O., 
until  January  8,  1916,  for  furnishing  by  steamer,  free  of  all  charges,  on 
doclc  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port),  or  Port  of  Ancon  (Bnlboa,  Canal 
Zone)  (Pacific  port),  Isthmus  of  Panama,  stoel,  iron,  pig  Iron,  chain,  steel 
cable,  wire,  horseshoes,  toe  calks,  sheet  tin,  track  frogs,  steel  and  iron  cost- 
ings, manganese-steel  dipper  lips,  tracti  spikes,  boat  spikes,  uuils,  bolts,  rivets, 
missing  links,  chain  shaciiles,  cable  clips,  turnbuckles,  stovepipe,  babbitt 
metal,  bronze,  brass,  copper,  copper  tubing,  brass  tubing,  pig  lend,  sheet  lead, 
lead  washers,  lead  pipe,  sheet  zinc,  shovels,  taps,  pipe  tongs,  foot  bolts, 
hinges,  Talves,  sanltair  fixtures,  wagon  rims  and  spokes,  Manila  rope, 
leather,  crayons,  silica  sand,  fire  day,  foundry  clay,  silica  grit,  calcium 
chloride,  ash  soda,  pitch,  alumina  sulphate,  white  etnc,  white  lead,  lard  oil, 
linseed  oil,  uent's-foot  oil,  turpentine  substitute,  fish  oil,  paints,  end  lumber. 
(Circular  No.  9D8.) 

Panama  Canal  supplies,  No.  2874. — Sealed  proposals  will  he  received  at  the 
oSli*  of  the  general  purchasing  oflicer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington, 
D.  C,  until  January  17, 1916,  for  furnisliing  by  steamer,  free  of  all  charges, 
on  dock  at  either  Colon.  (Atlantic  port)  or  Port  of  Ancon  (Balboa,  Canal 
Zone)  (Pacific  port).  Isthmus  of  Panama,  galvanized  sheet  steel  or  iron, 
spring  steel,  locomotive  tires,  steel  and  Iron  pipe,  pipe  fittings,  rivets,  bolts, 
cotters,  screws,  tacks,  sheet  zinc,  valves,  hose  couplings,  hose  nozzles,  brass 
chain,  hinges,  hasps,  door  bolts,  locks,  bed  knobs,  tool  handles,  mop  handles, 
ladders,  corn  brooms,  stable  brooms,  manure  forks,  grindstones,  coal 
baskets.  cluUn  blocks,  snatch  blocks,  tackle  blocks,  tallow  pots,  locomotive 
oilers,  oil  cans,  lubricators,  steam  gauges,  lanterns,  lantern  globes,  port-Iiole 
glaS-ses,  torches,  electric  detonators,  electrical  attachments,  reflectors,  elec- 
tric fixtures,  panel  twards,  carbon  brushes,  electric  wire,  bed  casters,  rules, 
metallic  tapes,  scythestones,  fire  brick,  magnesia  boiler  lagging,  railway 
flags,  pencils,  crayons,  blank  books,  and  paper.   (Circular  No.  10(X).) 

-  VALFAAAISO  STBEET-RAILWAT  FARES  BEDTTCED. 

[Consnl  General  L.  J.  Kcena,  Valparaiso,  Chile,  Nov.  10.] 

Gonunencing  November  1,  1915,  the  street-railway  fares  in  Val- 

faraiso  were  reduced  to  $0.10  national  currency  j$0.018  United 
tates  currency)  for  first  class,  and  $0.05  ($0,009  United  States  cur- 
rency) for  second-class  passengers,  from  the  former  rates  of  $0.20 
national  currency  for  first  class  and  $0.10  for  second  class.  The  rate 
of  fare  now  in  effect  prevailed  before  the  outbreak  of  the  European 
war.  The  depreciation  in  the  value  of  the  Chilean  paper  currency 
after  August  1, 1914,  made  it  necessary  for  the  street-railway  company 
to  double  the  fares.  Under  an  agreement,  made  between  the  city  and 
the  street-railway  company,  it  was  provided  that  the  fares  were  to  be 
reduced  to  their  normal  level  the  fii'st  day  of  the  month  following  the 
first  month  in  which  the  value  in  exchange  of  tlie  Chilean  puper  peso 
should  have  averaged  9  pence  sterling  or  more.  The  average  value  of 
the  paper  peso  in  October,  1915,  was  a  fraction  over  9  pence. 
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FOBEXGJT  TIUUDE  OFPOBTirHmES. 

[When  addreaies  are  omitted  tli^  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bwem  or  Its  UateioC 

oHlcea.] 

AutomobUe  aceeswHes,  No.  19722. — A  letter  to  the  Bureau  from  a  busloess  man 
In  Peru  states  that  he  desires  to  purchase  a  repairing  outfit  for  vulcaolsiDg 
automobile  tires. 

Horticultural  journals.  No.  19723. — An  American  consular  officer  In  New  Zea- 
land reports  that  a  landscape  architect  and  the  consulate  desire  to  have  a 
list  of  horticultural  Journals. 

lAght  hardware.  No.  19724. — ^A  letter  to  the  Bureau  from  a  commercial  organiza- 
tion states  that  a  company  In  India  desires  to  be  i;>Iaced  In  touch  with  manu- 
facturers of  light  hardware,  such  as  wire  nails,  screws,  twits  and  nuts,  gal- 
vanized and  bright  wire,  etc. 

Bonm^  etc..  No.  19725. — A  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department  of  Commerce 
reports  that  a  man  desires  to  communicate  with  firms  Interested  In  the  pur- 
chase of  borax,  or  the  handling  or  development  of  large  copper  properties 
located  in  South  Auicricu.  It  in  stated  that  satisfactory  business  references 
can  be  submitted. 

Hematin  paste  or  crystals,  No.  19726. — A  report  from  an  American  consular 
officer  in  England  states  that  a  firm  of  chemical  meroliants  desires  to  re- 
ceive samples  and  quotations  from  manufacturers  of  hematin  paste 
crystals. 

Ohemicai  products  for  photography.  No.  19727. — An  American  consular  officer  In 
France  re|X)rts  that  a  business  man  in  his  district  desires  to  represent 
manufacturers  of  chemical  products  used  in  photography. 

Roofing,  iron  loirc.  etc..  No.  19728. — A  firm  in  France  informs  an  American  con- 
sular oiricer  that  it  desires  to  purchase  roofing;  Iron  wire  of  the  following 
dimensions:  14/10,  18/10.  and  20/10  mniimeters  (10  millimeters  oqnals 
0.3937  inch) ;  and  Iron  bolts,  screws,  nails,  etc.  Quotations  should  be  in 
francs  and  c.  i.  f.  port  of  destination. 

Electrical  suptJlics.  No.  10729. — Tenders  are  Invited  by  the  corporation  of  Cal- 
cutta for  the  supply  of  lighting  stores  for  public  street  lamps  ond  mimiclpnl 
Institutions  for  12  months  from  April  1,  191G.  Complete  specifications  and 
descriptive  lists  of  stores  required,  together  with  tender  forms  in  duplicate, 
may  be  obtained  from  the  lighting  suiwrlntendent  of  the  corporation,  Fen- 
wlck  Bazar  Street,  Calcutta.  Inverted  and  upright  incandescent  gas  mantles 
for  street  lighting;  Inverted  Incandescent  gas  burners  complete;  glass  cvlin- 
ders  for  inverted  burners;  glass  protectors  for  upright  burners;  glass  panes 
for  street  lamps;  brass  adaptntion  fittings  and  unions  are  wnntetl.  Ten- 
ders must  include  delivery  free  of  all  charges  at  the  corporation  stores, 
Calcutta,  Including  duty  and  insurance  against  breakages.  War-risk  Insur- 
ance and  extra  frelglit  charges.  If  any,  to  be  separately  stated.  Tenders  will 
be  received  by  the  deputy  cliairman  of  the  corporation  until  February  21, 
1910.  and  each  tender  must  be  inclosed  In  sealed  cover  and  superscribed 
"  Tender  for  lighting  storefl,"  and  must  contain  a  remittance  to  the  extent 
of  2J  per  cent  on  the  total  value  of  such  tender.  The  Bureau  bos  no  fur- 
ther information  relating  to  tills  opportunity. 

Bydroelcctric  plant.  No.  19730. — A  letter  to  the  Bureau  states  that  a  company 
In  Paraguay  expects  to  establish  a  hydroelectric  plant  for  light  and  motor 
power.  Further  information  relative  to  this  opportunity  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Bureau  or  ite  district  offices. 


District  Offices  of  the  Bnreaa  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Kew  Tork,  Room  409  United  States  Castomhouse;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
ITnited  States  Castomhoase;  Chicago.  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  402  Third 
Kational  Bank  Bailding;  Atlanta.  S21  Poet  Ofllce  Building;  Hew  Orleans,  1020 
Blbemla  Bank  Bailding:  San  FranolBCo.  806  United  States  Cnstomlionse;  Seattle, 
922  Alaska  Baildlng.  Cooperative  distrlot  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce ;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angeles.  Chamber  of  Commeree; 
Detroit,  Board  of  Oommeroe;  f  hltadelphla.  Chamber  of  Commeree. 
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SEW  SEATICE  OF  SWEDISH-AHEBICAV  UHE  XNATTQUBATED. 

A  new  steamship  service  was  inaugurated  in  New  York  on  Decem- 
ber 27.  1915,  by  the  arrival  of  the  steamship  Stock-holm^  of  the  new 
Swedish-American  line.  This  steamship  line  will  conduct  regular 
sailings  between  New  York  and  Stockholm  and  furnishes  the  first 
direct  steamship  service  between  those  two  ports  under  the  Swedish 
flajg. 

The  Swedish- American  Steamship  Co.  has  been  organized  jointly, 
and  its  capital  has  been  subscribed  to  by  both  the  people  in  Sweden 
and  Swedish-Americans  in  the  United  States. 

There  Tvas  a  proper  celebration  of  the  event  in  New  York,  as  the 
iiteamer  Stockholm  brought  over  a  detection  of  newspaper  repre- 
sentatives from  Stockholm,  who  are  writing  of  their  impressions  of 
the  United  States  to  the  home  papers. 

The  Swedish-American  line  is  largely  the  outcome  of  the  effoi*ts 
of  the  Swedish-American  Chamber  of  Commerce,  which  has  been 
pushed  so  vigorously  by  Mr.  John  Locranz,  its  general  manager. 


FOBEiaV  EXCHANGE  FTTBinSHED  BT  BUSSIAN  aoVEBITHENT. 

[Vice  Conml  Felix  Cole,  Tctrogrnd,  Nov.  24.1 

The  Special  Credit  Chancellery,  Foreign  Division,  of  the  Ministry 
of  Finance,  is  assisting  Russian  business  men  to  meet  the  difficulties 
of  obtaining  foreign  exchange  to  pay  for  their  orders  placed  in 
foreign  countries,  by  selling  them  either  telegraphic  remittances  or 
checks  on  foreign  banks.  Applications  for  such  exchange  must  be 
accompanied  by  documents  proving  that  the  order  was  either  for 
articles  needed  for  general  military  purposes  or  for  prime  necessities 
for  ^neral  sale  to  private  parties  in  the  normal  course  of  trade,  and 
no  hue  is  drawn  between  private  persons  and  companies^  provided 
tfie  above  conditions  are  fulfilled,  and  Government  institutions. 

The  rates  at  which  exchange  is  issued  are  as  follows:  120  rubles 
for  10  pounds  sterling,  47.00  rubles  for  100  francs,  6G.15  rubles  for 
aonr-is  33 
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100  kroner,  24.70  rubles  for  $10  (American),  and  99.20  rubles  for  100 
Netherland  guldens. 

It  will  be  seen  that  these  rates  are  considerably  below  the  usual 
rates  quoted  here  by  banks.  Lately  for  $10,  American,  31  and  31^ 
rubles  have  been  charged. 


WOKE  OF  BUBEATT  OF  FOBEIGN  AKS  BOUESTIC  COMUERCE. 

In  his  first  annual  report  as  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce,  Dr.  Edward  Ewing  Pratt  lays  particular  stress 
upon  the  fact  that  "  this  great  European  war  has  suddenly  and  in  a 
moment  thrust  before  the  eyes  and  imagination  of  the  American 
business  community  the  subject  of  foreign  trade."  As  this  Bureau  is 
more  directly  interested  in  the  development  of  foreign  trade  than  any 
other  Government  office,  a  large  part  of  the  annual  report  is  devoted 
to  a  discussion  of  commercial  conditions  brought  about  by  the  war 
and  to  constructive  suggestions  for  further  extensions  of  our  trade 
abroad. 

After  describing  in  detail  the  growth  of  our  foreign  trade  during 
the  first  12  months  of  the  war,  Dr.  Pratt  asserts  that  the  American 
business  community  should  guard  against  any  sense  of  safety  in  our 
present  prosperity  in  so  far  as  that  prosperity  is  based  on  business 
connected  with  the  belligerent  activities  in  Europe.  Our  business 
men  should  carefully  discount  the  continuance  of  so-called  war  orders 
and  avoid  basing  futiure  calculations  upon  conditions  which  they 
bring  into  existence. 

Problems  Coaneeted  with  the  Export  Trade. 

Two  of  the  great  problems  that  must  be  solved,  says  the  report,  if 
the  United  States  is  to  make  the  most  of  its  present  opportunities  re- 
ceive much  attention  in  the  report — financing  foreign  trade,  and  the 
problem  of  educating  men  to  carry  on  such  trade. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  we  are  making  headway  in  financing  our 
foreign  trade  the  report  insists  that  we  can  never  hope  to  gain  the 
really  big  prizes  in  foreign  trade  until  we  are  prepared  to  loan  capi- 
tal to  foreign  nations  and  to  foreign  Miterprises.  "  The  big  prizes 
in  forei^  trade  are  the  public  ana  private  developments  of  large 
proportions,  as,  for  example,  the  building  of  railroads,  the  construc- 
tion of  public-service  plants,  the  improvement  of  harbors  and  docks, 
the  digging  of  canals,  and  many  others  which  demand  capital  iii 
large  amounts.  New  countries  are  generally  poor.  They  look  to 
older  and  richer  countries  to  supply  them  with  the  capital  to  make 
their  improvements  and  to  develop  their  resources.  The  country 
which  fumislics  the  capital  usually  sells  the  materials  and  does  the 
work.  In  the  last  analysis  it  comes  to  this:  The  country  that  wants 
the  busing  must  finance  the  purchases,  since  the  improvements  will 
be  made  and  the  materials  paid  for  out  of  the  money  loaned." 

The  other  problem  of  commanding  importance  in  the  development 
of  our  international  commerce  is  the  education  of  men  for  foreign 
trade.  "  It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  we  train  men  to  carry  on  our 
foreign  trade,  for  we  find  ourselves  to-day  without  an  adequate  sup- 
ply. This  problem  may  be  regarded  as  the  very  fundamental  of 
success  in  this  field.  Our  banks  cim  not  establish  branches  because 
th^  have  not  the  men  with  which  to  man  them.  Our  manufacture 
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find  it  difficult  to  secure  salesmen.  Our  investora  can  not  find  com- 
petent advisers  on  foreign  offerings." 

In  addition  to  these  two  gi*eat  problems  the  report  takes  up  a  num- 
ber of  others  that  are  now  receiving  marked  attention  by  the  business 
world,  such  as  the  nece^ssity  of  a  definite  foreign  commercial  policy 
for  the  United  States,  the  revision  of  commercial  treaties,  the  much- 
discussed  subject  of  a  merchant  marine,  cooperation  in  foreign  sell- 
ing, free  ports,  and  commercial  preparedness. 
Practical  ActaleTcmeiits  of  the  Bureaa. 

The  effectiveness  of  the  Bureau's  work  in  promoting  American 
trade  in  foreign  countries  is  best  shown  in  the  definite  practical  re- 
sults obtained.  To  prove  that  such  results  have  been  well  worth 
while,  the  report  takes  up  in  detail  a  number  of  the  largest  contracts 
that  American  firms  have  closed  as  a  result  of  the  Bureau's  activities. 
Perhaps  the  lar^st  order  of  this  kind  resulted  from  placing  repre- 
sentatives of  a  Itussian  concern  in  touch  with  American  exporters 
of  raw  cotton.  One  of  these  exporters  reports  that  it  has  closed  a 
five-year  contract  for  40,000  bales  of  cotton  annually,  which  will 
amount  to  two  or  three  million  dollars  annually,  or  between  ten  and 
fifteen  million  dollars  duiing  the  life  of  the  contract. 

The  report  continues : 

We  ore  also  Informed  of  four  otlitr  speclfle  Instances  of  orders,  each  one  of 
which  Qinouiited  to  a  million  dollars  or  more,  the  informntion  coticerjiing  which 
was  first  published  in  our  foreign  trntlo  opportunity  service.  These  are:  A  rail- 
road for  the  island  of  Formosa ;  a  coal-handling  plant  for  the  port  of  Durban, 
South  Africa;  battleships  for  a  South  American  republic;  and  arsenal  ma- 
chinery for  the  arsenal  at  Hang  Yang,  China. 

Recently  we  were  informed  by  a  lorge  milling  concern  tn  the  West  that  a 
little  over  two  years  nRO  they  formetl  n  business  connection  with  a  concern  in 
Turkey.  The  name  of  this  concern  had  been  obtiiineil  from  the  Bureau.  During 
the  past  two  years  the  nniount  of  bushioss  done  with  this  one  concern  has 
amounted  to  over  .?S00,000. 

Numerous  Instances  hnve  come  to  our  nttentlon  where  the  results  In  each 
instance  have  been  smaller,  but  nevertheless  Important.  For  example.  In- 
formation publishetl  as  foreign  trade  opportunities  resulted  In  a  contract  for 
a  new  telephone  system  for  Bergen,  Norway,  amounting  to  $201,000;  a  contract 
for  a  petroleum  pipe  line  at  Bucharest,  Roumania ;  a  contract  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  capit<d  at  Taihoku,  Formosa. 

As  a  i*esult  of  a  conference  with  the  King  of  Spain,  a  commercial 
attach6  of  the  Bureau  opened  up  markets  for  about  3,000,000  tons  of 
American  coal  annually.  This  conference  resulted  in  the  removal  of 
the  Spanish  transport  tax  on  American  coal  that  had  previously  been 
a  great  obstacle  to  gaining  a  foothold  in  this  market. 

In  reviewing  the  activities  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  during  the  fiscal  year  1015,  Dr.  Pratt  calls  special  atten- 
tion to  the  new  and  important  commercial -attache  service  made  pos- 
sible by  an  appropriation  of  $100,000  by  the  Sixty-third  Congress, 
and  urges  that  a  still  greater  expansion  of  the  Bureau's  work  abroad 
is  imperative  under  present  conditions  and  under  the  conditions  sure 
to  exist  in  the  future. 

Consul  General  Ernest  L.  Harris,  of  Stoclihohn,  states  that  the 

E resent  membership  of  the  stock  exchange  in  Sweden  consists  of  16 
onks,  8  banking  firms  or  free  brokers,  and  5  brokers  in  the  ordi- 
nary sense  of  the  term.  Substantial  stock  e.\c!iange  buildings  have 
been  erected  in  both  Stockholm  and  Goteborg.  The  annual  volume 
of  business  amounts  to  about  $100,000,000. 
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WEEEXY  TRADE  STATISTICS. 

The  imports,  duties  collected,  and  exports  for  the  week  ending 
January  1,  1916,  at  the  13  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United 

States,  handling  88  per  cent  of  total  imports  and  93  per  cent  of  total 
exports,  based  ou  tmusactious  in  the  month  of  October,  1915,  follow: 


Imports. 

eoU«ci«d. 

Exports. 

f2,152 
6,M2.3.>g 
21,3jO  982 
2,*'>i.'m 

73>^(^0 
S3, 
2,311.273 
fi.293 
1,752  000 
1.83-J.68S 
664.(199 
2S7.274 
fiG0.a»7 

IWI 

128,4)1 
2,269,713 
9S,T39 
8,582 
327 
17.222 
CHS 

154. 
15.590 
14.S94 
73.4S8 
43.607 

$579,906 
1,985.851 
34,&I2,.S38 
3,942,459 
3,906.829 
1,284.474 
4,820.743 
3.77fi,87* 
1,657.75a 
1,352.350 
1,791.281 

3. 733. ass 

2,825,003 

63,63«,«7S 

The  cotton  exported  during  the  week  ending  January  1,  1916,  at 
the  12  principal  customs  districts  of  the  Unitea  States  follows: 


Dbtrictfl. 

Bales, 

Districts. 

Bales. 

Districts. 

Bales: 

GeorfEiR  

6,113 

10,189 
12,  lOii 

0,143 

Now  Yo-k  

37,<9r 
16,541) 

88.41i 

NOTES  FBOM  AEGENTXNA. 

[From  recent  uomben  of  the  Boletin  Oficlal.] 
Sistribiition  of  Siee  and  Potatoes  for  Seed — ^Locust  GampalErn. 

The  Argentine  Department  of  Agriculture  has  issued  regulations 
for  the  distribution  of  rice  and  potatoes  for  seed  throughout  the 
country.  Farmers  receiving  the  seed  are  to  use  it  in  experiments  with 
dr^  farming  and  also  with  irrigation,  and  they  agree  to  return  seed 
or  its  value  m  money  when  their  crop  is  harvested. 

Tlie  Government  of  Argentina  has  appropriated  500,000  paper  pesos 
($212,300)  to  be  used  in  the  campaign  against  the  locust^  whose  in- 
vasion of  the  country  is  a  serious  menace  to  the  crops. 

Early  Office  Hours  during  the  Summer  IConths — Antlmalarla  Heasnrei. 

The  Argentine  Congress  has  passed  a  law  fixing  the  office  hours  for 
customhouses,  as  well  as  banlcs,  outside  of  Buenos  Aires  and  Rosario, 
at  G  a.  m.  to  12  noon  during  the  heated  term,  from  November  15  to 

March  15. 

Following  recommendations  of  the  Argentine  Board  of  Health, 
regulations  have  been  issued  by  Congress  looking  toward  the  preven- 
tion of  malaria  in  the  army.  During  the  summer  months  quinine  is 
to  be  administered  to  all  the  troops  regularly  once  a  week,  and  liberal 
quantities  of  mosquito  net  are  to  be  used  at  the  windows  and  doors 
and  over  the  beds  in  the  soldiers*  barracks.  When  troops  are  on  the 
march  tliey  are  to  be  provided  with  gloves  and  enveloping  hoods  of 
heavy  cotton  mosquito  net  of  close  mesh. 
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A  KAltEET  FOR  AHEBICAK  FLAX  STRAW. 

Approximately  1,400,000  tons  of  flax  straw  arc  burned  or  permitted 
to  go  to  waste  each  year  on  American  farms.  At  the  same  time  tlie 
eountry  is  annually  importing  large  quantities  of  flax  waste  from 
foreign  countries  for  paper  and  board  manufacture.  The  incon- 
sistency of  this  situation  has  led  specialists  of  the  United  States  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  to  investigate  the  feasibility  of  using  home- 
grown straw  in  the  paper  and  fiber-board  industry. 

The  results  of  this  investigation  have  just  been  published  in  Bulle- 
tin No.  322,  At  the  present  time  about  2,200,000  acres  are  devoted  to 
the  raising  of  flax,  chiefly  in  North  Dakota,  Minnesota,  South  Dakota, 
and  Montana.  The  flax  is  grown  primarily  for  the  seed  from  which 
linseed  oil  is  manufactured.  The  annual  crop  amounts  to  about 
20^,000  bushels  of  seed  and  is  valued  at  approximately  $33,000,000. 

The  crop  also  yields  approximately  1,600,000  tons  of  Btraw,  but  of 
this  only  about  200,000  tons  are  put  to  any  profitable  use.  The  utili- 
zation of  the  remaining  1,400,000  tons,  says  the  bulletin,  would  be  of 
immense  economic  importance,  since  its  paper-producing  possibilities 
are  equal  to  the  annual  production  of  wrapping  paper  and  more  tlmn 
double  the  annual  production  of  writing  paper  in  the  United  States. 
Its  sale,  it  is  estimated,  would  represent  an  added  revenue  to  the 
farmers  of  about  $5,000,000  annually.  This  additional  profit  would 
be  a  very  powerful  factor  in  maintaining  the  flax  crop  in  our  agri- 
cultural system  and  would  probably  result  in  the  establishment  of 
paper  manufacturing  industries  in  sections  where  there  are  none  at 
present.  It  would  also  aid  in  making  our  paper  industry  more  inde- 
pendent of  foreign  raw  paper-making  materials,  and  would  produce 
a  keener  realization  of  the  latent  value  of  some  of  our  enormous  ci'op 
wastes. 

WESTERN  FISH  HAY  BE  SENT  TO  EKOIAKD. 

[Consul  General  Frederick  U.  Ryder,  Wlonlpog,  Canada,  Dec.  20.] 

Taking  advantage  of  the  opportunities  that  have  been  opened  to 
develop  Canadian  trade  with  Great  Britain,  several  Winnipeg  men 
interested  in  the  fishery  business  have  conferred  with  the  minister 
of  trade  and  commerce  with  a  view  to  placing  fish  from  the  northern 
lakes  of  Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan  on  the  English  mnrkets.  The 
Biitish  Government  having  commandeered  a  number  of  the  fisliing 
vessels,  there  is  a  limited  supply  of  fish  in  England  at  present,  and 
as  the  western  lalKS  abouna  with  white  fish  a  substantial  business 
may  result. 

The  summary  for  manufactures  in  Pomona,  Cal.,  given  in  a  pre- 
liminary statement  from  the  United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census, 
shows  consistent  increases  at  the  census  of  1914,  as  compai*ed  with 
that  for  1909.  In  the  order  of  their  importance,  from  a  percentage 
standpoint,  the  increases  for  the  several  items  rank  as  follows: 
Primary  horsepower,  141.3  per  cent;  capital,  89.5;  persons  engoged  in 
manufacture,  61;  salaries  and  wages,  59;  value  added  by  manufac- 
ture, 52.3;  value  of  product,  47.6;  materials,  40.9  per  cent.  The 
capital  invested,  as  reported  in  1914,  was  $1,192,000,  a  gain  of  $503,000 
over  $629,000  in  1909. 
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iN'car  Eut,  Not.  20.] 


"EvexL  if,  in  spite  of  the  war,  the  production  of  oil  in  Roumania  has 
maintained,  and  even  exceeded,  the  figures  for  the  corresponding 
period  of  1914,  this  can  not  he  said  as  regards  the  refining  activity 
during  the  same  period,  says  the  Petroleum  Review.  While  the  pro- 
.duction  of  crude  oil  in  the  country  during  the  first  six  months  of  the 
year  amounted  to  906,472  tons,  as  against  878,516  tons  during  the  cor- 
responding period  of  1914,  the  refining  industry  during  the  same 
period  considerably  diminished.  During  the  first  six  months  of 
1914  there  were  treated  in  the  refineries  880,143  tons  of  crude  oU — 
that  is  to  say,  a  quantity  exceeding  the  production  obtained  during 
that  period.  During  tlie  six  months  of  this  year  there  were  treated 
757,870  tons  of  crude  oil,  which  quantity  is  less  than  the  actual  pro- 
duction by  148,602  tons,  or,  in  other  words,  amounts  to  but  83^  per 
cent  of  the  total  productionj  as  against  over  100  per  cent  treated 
during  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year. 

The  cause  of  this  state  of  affairs  lies,  naturally,  in  the  difficult  ^tua- 
tion  created  for  the  Roumanian  industry  by  the  present  events,  and 
especially  by  the  total  closing  of  the  waterways  by  which  under  nor- 
mal circumstances  90  per  cent  of  the  Roumanian  exports  are  made. 
The  exportation  by  land,  which  the  Roumanian  industry  has  managed 
to  organize  with  enormous  difficulty,  can  not  absorb  all  the  products 
obtained  in  the  refineries.  On  the  other  hand,  a  certain  number  of 
products  are  totally  prohibited  for  export.  All  this  has  resulted  in 
the  stocks  in  the  refineries  and  export  installations  accumulatii^  very 
rapidly,  and  this,  in  its  turn,  has  rendered  impossible  the  continuation 
of  the  refining  industry  to  the  full  capacity  of  the  refineries. 

The  quantities  of  the  various  petroleum  products  obtained  in  the 
Roumanian  refineries  during  the  first  six  months  of  1915,  as  compared 
with  the  corresponding  period  of  1914,  were  as  follows:  Gasoline, 
190,174  tons  in  the  first  half  of  1915,  as  against  208,040  tons  in  the 
first  half  of  1914;  kerosene,  120,764  tons  in  the  1915  and  190,902  tons 
in  the  1914  period;  lubricating  oil,  60,219  tons  in  the  first  six  months 
of  1915,  against  47,828  tons  in  the  first  half  of  1914;  residuals,  365,084 
tons  in  the  1915  and  422,335  tons  in  the  1914  period. 

TOBACCO  CBOF  IN  ONTARIO. 

IConsul  Harry  A.  Conant,  Windsor,  Ontario,  Canada,  Dec.  27-1 

Information  has  been  received  from  Ruthven,  Ontario,  located  in 
the  Windsor  consular  district,  that  large  loads  of  the  Wame  variety 
of  tobacco  is  being  delivered  to  the  buyers  at  Leamington  every  day, 
and  as  the  prices  range  from  20  to  30  cents  a  pound  quite  a  number 
of  the  growers  receive  as  high  as  $1,000  for  a  single  large  load.  All 
of  the  Wame  variety  which  was  grown  on  sand  is  a  nice  bright 
yellow,  which  is  always  sold  at  a  higher  price  than  the  dark-colored 
varieties,  which  are  usually  grown  on  clay  soiL  Quite  a  large  acre^ 


stripped  and  put  up  in  bales,  the  bulk  of  which  already  sold  at  a 
fair  price.  A  few  growers  have  received  14  cents  a  pound  for  a  first- 
class  variety,  while  many  others  have  sold  at  11  and  12  cents.  A 
larger  acreage  will  be  grown  he^e  next  season  of  both  Wame  and 
Burley. 


age  of  Burley  tobacco 


in  this  district,  which  is  now  bong 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMEBCB  BEFOBTS. 


30 


BOBITEO  TAIXOW. 


tliOiMlon  tna  Cblna  Telegrspb,  Nov.  29.1 


The  latest  issae  of  tlie  Bulletin  of  the  Imperial  Institute  contains 
an  article  on  Ulipe  Kuts  and  the  Sources  oi  Borneo  Tallow.  It  is 
pointed  out  that  there  has  been  for  some  time  a  confusion  as  to  the 
source  of  the  fat  known  as  Borneo  tallow,  due  largely  to  the  variety 
of  native  names  for  the  seeds  yielding  it  and  to  the  uncertainty  as  to 
the  botanical  identity  of  the  trees  from  which  the  seeds  are  derived. 
The  Imperial  Institute  has  been  in  communication  with  various  scien- 
tific and  other  autliorities  on  the  subject,  from  whom  a  considerable 
amount  of  useful  information  has  been  obtained,  and  is  specially 
indebted  to  Mr.  K.  Heyne,  curator  of  the  Museum  tor  Economic  Bot- 
any, Buitenzorg,  Java,  in  this  connection.  Tlie  seeds  and  kernels  of 
several  species  yielding  Borneo  tallow  have  been  obtained  and  their 
fats  submitted  to  chemical  examination.  The  information  so  far  col- 
lected and  the  results  of  examination  of  the  fats  are  recorded  in  the 
pages  of  the  Bulletin.  It  may  be  noted  that  the  nuts  yielding  Borneo 
tall  iow  generally  come  on  the  market  under  tlie  name  of  illipe  or  illipi 


The  details  given  are  of  too  technical  a  nature  to  be  set  forth  here, 
but  we  may  note  that  the  principal  interest  of  ail  these  fats,  from  the 
point  of  view  of  European  industry,  is  that  they  are  especially  suit- 
able for  the  manufacture  of  edible  fats,  and  especially  of  the  fata 
known  as  chocolate  fats  and  used  for  incorporation  with  cocoa  pow- 
der in  the  preparation  of  chocolate  for  eating  purposes.  For  this 
purpose  it  is  highly  desirable  that  the  kcmcls  should  be  exported  as 
fre^  as  possible,  and  it  is  clear,  from  the  results  recorded,  that  this  is 
not  secured  at  present.  Nearly  all  the  fats  examined  had  high  acid 
values,  through  becoming  rancid,  owing  to  the  wny  the  kernels  are 
treated  and  to  the  length  of  time  they  are  kept  before  being  exported. 
It  is  difficult  to  see  how  this  can  be  remedied,  so  long  as  the  supply  of 
kernels  remains  a  minor  forest  industry,  dependent  on  collection  by 
natives  from  naturalW  occurring  trees.  Something  might  be  done  by 
systematizing  the  collection  of  the  seeds  and  insuring  their  rapid 
transit  to  a  center  where  they  could  be  shelled  by  machinerv  and 
E^pped  to  Europe  promptly.  The  industry,  however,  is  so  small  that 
it  is  not  easy  to  secure  the  necessary  organization.  The  only  other 
method  would  appear  to  be  the  formation  of  plantations  of  the  trees 
in  one  or  other  of  the  British  eastern  colonies^  but  the  objection  to 
this  course  is  that  the  trees  seem  to  take  &  long  time  to  come  into  bear- 
ing and  the  yield  is  uncertain. 


The  American  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Milan  reports  that  all 
the  imports  of  chicory  into  Italy  come  at  present  from  Switzerland 
snd  France  in  the  shape  of  powder.  Before  the  war  it  also  came 
from  Germany  and  Belgium,  from  the  last-named  country  in  the  form 
of  dried  roote.  Most  of  the  so-called  chicory  now  being  used  in 
Italy  is  made  of  dried  figs.  The  secretary  of  the  chamber  is  in- 
formed that  dried  figs  are  at  least  as  good  for  this  purpose  as  chicory 
and  are  now  in  greater  demand  for  Urn  pui^ose  than  chicory. 


"nuts.' 


lUFOBTS  OF  CmCOBY  DTTO  ITALY. 


(Cosnul  John  H.  Grout,  HUan,  Dec.  6.) 
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UABOT  FOB  SAWS  IH  BUSSU. 

[Weekl7  Bulletin.  Department  ot  Trade  and  Commerce,  Ottava,  Not.  29,] 

The  following  information  was  supplied  by  a  Kussian  e]q)ert  in 
the  hardware  and  machinery  business: 

As  practically  no  saws  are  manufactured  in  Russia,  the  country 
is  obliged  to  import  all  that  are  required,  and  the  article  being  one 
in  large  demand,  there  is  a  favorable  opportunity  for  enterprising 
manufacturers  to  place  their  goods  on  the  market.  Until  the  out- 
break of  the  war  fiussia  received  its  supplies  of  saws  approximately 
as  follows:  Forty  per  cent  from  Germany,  25  per  cent  from  France, 
20  per  cent  from  England,  10  per  cent  from  the  United  States,  and 
the  remainder  from  other  countries.  Germany  had  the  preference, 
because  it  granted  longer  credits  and  lower  prices,  and  because  it 
showed  greater  readiness  to  manufacture  saws  suitable  for  Russian 
needs.  Furthermore,  Germany  and  France  have  worked  more  di- 
rectly; manufacturers  have  sent  representatives  to  the  large  towns, 
thereby  selling  direct  to  wholesale  dealers,  who  are  located  chiefly 
in  Moscow.  England  has  preferred  to  sell  by  correspondence  or 
through  English  export  agents.  The  United  States  manufacturers 
have  sold  almost  exclusively  through  Hamburg  import  merchants. 
Six  or  nine  months'  credit  is  necessary. 

The  saws  mostly  in  demand  in  Russia  are  as  follows:  Circular 
and  band  saws  (ribbon  saws) ,  machine-driven,  for  sawing  wood,  with 
prices  about  9.10  rubles  ($4.69  at  the  normal  exchange  rate  of  $0,515 
to  the  ruble)  for  circular  saw  of  20-inch  diameter  and  0.17  kopeck 
($0.00088)  per  foot  for  band  saws  1  inch  broad.  Circular  and  band 
saws  for  sawing  metals  are  also  required.  Prices  are  as  follows: 
14.80  rubles  ($7.62)  for  20-inch  diameter,  3  millimeters  (0.118  inch) 
thick,  and  0.48  kopeck  ($0.00247)  per  foot  for  band  saws  40  milli- 
meters (1.57  inches)  broad  and  9  millimeters  (0.354  inch)  thick. 
There  is  also  a  market  for  curved  saws  (4  fe6t  long,  $0.72)  and 
ordinary  handsaws  (10  inches  broad,  5^  feet  long,  $2.06  to  $S.24 
for  best  qualities). 

There  is  also  a  large  demand,  winch  up  to  this  time  has  been  sup- 
plied exclusively  by  Germany  and  France,  for  potato-cutting  saws, 
used  to  cut  or  saw  potatoes  for  making  vodka,  starch,  etc.  Some  30 
or  40  of  these  are  fixed  to  a  revolving  drum  worked  by  a  motor.  The 
usual  saw  for  this  purpose  (mainly  starchmaking)  is  13  millimeters 
(0.512  inch)  broad  and  29  centimeters  (11.4  inches)  long;  price,  6 
rubles  ($3.09)  per  100.  All  the  prices  given  are  retail,  warehouse 
Moscow,  duty  paid.  The  wholesale  dealers  sell  and  stock  all  kinds 
of  saws,  both  hand  and  machine  driven,  so  that  the  number  of  dealers 
to  be  visited  is  fairly  limited. 


SICILY  BinrS  AMEEICAN  ELECTRIC-UGHT  CAEBOKS. 

[Consul  Josepb  Emerson  HaTcn.  Catania,  Italy.] 

The  Catania  Street  Railway  &  Lighting  Co.  has  placed  an  order 
for  19,400  American  light  carbons  as  the  result  of  a  TVade  Oppor- 
tunity published  in  Commerce  Reports.  This  initial  purchase  of 
American  lighting  supplies  for  Catania  is  important  in  that  subse- 
quent orders  will  follow,  in  all  probability,  for  other  cities  and  towns 
in  the  district.  As  a  rule,  the  difficulty  lies  in  securing  the  initial 
order. 
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TRADE  OF  UOAHBA  PBOTECTOBATE  IN  1914-15. 

[Board  of  Trade  Joamal,  Loadon,  Dee.  2.1 

The  following  8tatisti<»  of  the  import  and  export  trade  of  the 
Uganda  Protectorate  during  the  year  ended  March  31,  1915,  are  ex- 
tracted from  the  annual  trade  report  of  the  acting  director  of  cus- 
toms at  Entebbe,  the  figures  for  1913-14  being  added  for  purposes 
of  compariscHi : 


ArUdas. 


Year  ended  Uarch  31— 


19U 


UU 


DCPORT9. 


Cotton  plM«  goods  

lUc-hioerv  and  parts  

Ominand  flour  

OAs,  Iat5.  and  gnoses  

ProrlsioDs  

Hardvare  

Cotton  blankvts  

Tvfakies,  bicydM,  otc,  otbsT  tbaa  motor. 

Apparel  

Baa  and  sacks.  

RaQvay,  bamwar.  and  road  materials.. . 

Soap  

Iran  plaus  and  sbMts.  aalTanleed  

Tobacco,  manntac-turM  

8wtf  and  molasses  .... 

AUoUMrartides  


Sl,3ft7,f(|g 
158,074 
101,525 
112,903 
9K.751 
136, 7N3 
175,978 
120,118 
109,603 
107.  G55 
41,378 
60, 3W 
82,959 
01,513 
58,753 
1.644,«M 


1701,  !«0 
139, :61 
IftS,038 
103,871 
87,053 
83,H7fi 

eo,7o>i 

77.34S 
71,202 
70,073 
08,700 
63, 576 
G7,D»4 
64,028 
62,320 
1,008;  8X 


Total  tmporti. 


4,3C6,5as 


2,824,181 


Cotton,  ebmed.... 

Hides  

CoOee  

CottOD,  unglnnod 

Ooatskina  

CoCtoo  seeds  

Obee  

ITOIT  , 

AUodMf  artkte. 


,325,469 
257,664 
112,742 
220,556 
141,309 
65,603 
60,tjlt5 
115,229 
190,660 


1,569,645 
267,254 
109,551 
149.207 
92,  m 
&\434 
69,6S3 
80,576 
«8,7S5 


ToWexporta   %«0,06e 


2,546,081 


Imports  from  the  principal  countries  during  the  two  fiscal  years 
■were  as  follows:  From  the  United  Kingdom,  $1,849,508  in  1913-14 
and  $1,288,800  in  1914-15;  from  India,  Burma,  and  Cevlon,  $484,830 
and  $331,394;  from  the  United  States,  $566,417  and  $291,099;  from 
Germany,  $679,430  and  $343,077. 

K£TH0I»3  OF  AWAKDUSQ  CONTRACTS  IN  IIBTA. 

Consul  H.  Roderick  Dorsey,  of  Tripoli,  Libya,  under  date  of 
Koveraber  2, 1915,  has  forwarded  a  partial  synopsis  of  a  royal  decree 
of  August  22,  1915,  which  approves  provisional  rules  to  control  cer- 
tain administrative  functions  and  to  regulate  governmental  account- 
ing in  Tripolitania  and  Cirenaica,  the  two  Provinces  composing  the 
Itatian  colony  of  Libya  in  North  Africa.  These  rules  will  remain  in 
fon^  until  permanent  regulations  have  been  drawn  up  and  promul- 
gated. 

Mr.  Dorsey's  report  sets  forth  at  length  the  essential  features  of 
chapter  2  of  the  decree,  which  defines  the  procedure  to  be  followed  in 
awarding  contracts  for  public  works,  supplies,  transport,  purchases, 
sales,  rentals,  or  labor.  A  copy  of  the  report  may  be  borrowed  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  by  persons  interested  i* 
tiuae  details.  (Refer  to  file  70633.) 
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[Mnncheslrr  Guardian,  China  Namber.I 

Much  has  been  done  by  the  Chinese  Ministry  of  Agricalture  and 
Commerce  to  encourage  nshery  on  the  high  eeas.  On  April  28, 1914, 
regulations  to  promote  the  fisliing  industry  on  the  high  seas  were 
isinied.  A  sum  of  $50,000  was  set  aside  in  that  year,  and  this  has  been 
made  an  annual  appropriation  for  the  encouragement  of  the  in- 
dustry. Fishing  vessels  must  be  inspected  before  they  can  engage 
in  this  business.  Not  a  few  fishing  boats  have  since  been  rewarded 
for  meritorious  service,  and  it  is  expected  that  more  money  will  be 
devoted  to  this  purpose. 

nihery  Investigation — Sehooli. 

The  ministry  sent  commissioners  to  the  various  fishing  districts  to 
investigate  the  different  phases  of  the  industry  during  the  last  three 
years,  and  their  reports  have  been  submitted  andpublished.  In  these 
reports  the  points  emphasized  are  as  follows:  Ine  kinds  of  fishery 
products,  fishing  seasons  in  different  places,  fishing  vessels  and  the 
Bhipbuilding  trade,  the  places  where  the  fishermen  come  from,  the 
yearly  returns  of  the  trade,  the  total  number  of  ships  lost  each  year, 
the  imports  and  exports  of  fishery  products,  duties  and  levies  on  this 
trade,  and  the  best  means  of  developing  the  industry. 

The  first  fishery  school  was  established  at  Woosung  in  1904  by  the 
Kiang-Chi  Fishery  Ca  The  Provinces  of  Chihli  and  Mukden  fol- 
lowed  successively,  and  the  curriculum  in  these  schools  was  modeled 
after  that  of  the  Woosung  school.  Besides  these  schools,  there  have 
also  been  established  fishery  training  schools  for  the  practical  im- 
provement of  fishing  methods.  In  the  third  year  of  the  Republic 
^1914)  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce  started  to  estab- 
lish training  schools  along  the  coast.  Several  have  already  been 
established  in  the  Provinces  of  Chihli,  Chekiang,  Fengtien,  Fukien, 
and  Kwangtung.  In  the  Province  of  Chekiang  alone  three  training 
schools  have  been  established. 


PBICES  Aim  FBEIOHT  KATES  OF  WELSH  COAL 

[CoDsnl  Lorln  A.  Latbrop,  Cardiff,  Dee.  10.] 

The  following  shows  the  pn<xs  for  coal,  f.  o.  b.  Cardiff,  Wales, 
per  ton  of  2,240  pounds,  on  December  8^  191 5 : 

Best  Admiralty  (reserved  for  the  British  Government) ;  Admiralty 
seconds,  $5.22;  best  drys,  $5.83;  black  veins,  $5.22;  best  house,  $5.71; 
best  small  steams,  $3.1G;  briquettes,  $5.83;  coke  (special  foundry), 
$10.94. 

The  following  table  shows  coal  freights  from  Cardiff,  per  ton  of 
2,240  pounds,  on  December  8, 1915,  and  the  average  for  the  year  1914 : 


Forts. 

ber,1916. 

Are'&ge, 
1914. 

Ports. 

Deenn- 
ber,1016. 

Averue, 

{•) 

116.41 
12.  U 
9.96 
8.06 

13.76 
2.49 
1.73 
2.21 
1.3G 

•0;48 
14.60 

7.41 
14. « 

•■33 

f3.43 
3.  IS 
l.« 
SLM) 

•  Bat*  flcoTM  not  ralbblt. 
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KEW  SHIF-iCAHEUVEBINa  AFFARATTTS. 

[Consul  E.  CatletoD  Baker,  MagaBakl,  Japan,  Not.  IS.] 

Dr.  K.  Ito,  manager  of  the  engine  works  of  the  Mitsu  Bishi  Dock- 
yard and  Engine  Works  at  Nagasaki,  has  invented  an  apparatus  for 
coDtrolling  the  movements  of  a  ship  directly  from  the  bridge.  This 
invention  is  likely  to  have  the  most  far-reaching  results  and  will 
undoubtedly  be  adopted  by  shipping  companies  m  all  parts  of  the 
world.  The  device  does  away  with  the  necessity  of  telegraphing 
instructions  to  the  engine  room.  The  new  apparatus,  which  enables 
the  officer  on  the  bridge  to  regulate  the  valves  or  reversing  engines 
directly,  can  move  the  ship  at  will  in  the  time  it  usually  takes  the 
engineer  to  receive  the  message  by  means  of  the  tel^aph  Indicator. 
XlsBiidentandiiiir  and  CoUlsioiis  Avoided. 

The  new  apparatus  prevents  the  possibility  of  misunderstanding 
and  error.  In  case  of  accident,  disputes  frequently  occur  between  the 
bridge  and  the  engine  room  as  to  the  indication  of  the  engine 
telegraph.  The  device  may  be  used  with  great  advantage  in  foggy 
weather  or  in  going  in  and  out  of  a  harbor  or  in  anchoring.  The 
greater  mobility  which  a  ship  thus  attains  will  often  enable  it  to  avoid 
a  collision.  The  racing  of  propellers  in  stormy  weather  frequently 
causes  great  damage  to  the  engmes.  This,  however,  is  avoided  to  a 
certain  extent  by  the  new  apparatus.  The  navigator  can  adjust  the 
en^nes  instantly  before  the  big  waves  are  encountered. 

The  device  is  worked  by  electricity  and  in  case  of  any  defect  it  can 
easily  be  detached  and  the  engines  worked  in  the  ordinary  way.  Thia 
change  does  not  require  more  than  three  or  four  seconds. 

NOTES  FROM  VBVaUAT. 

[From  recent  numbers  of  t&e  Diarlo  OficIaL] 
Approprlatloii  for  liTc-Stocfe  Prizes — Antitubercnlosit  Coagress. 

The  sum  of  25,000  pesos  ($25,850)  has  just  been  appropriated  by 
the  Congress  of  Uruguay  for  money  prizes  at  live  stock  shows. 

The  Second  Antituberculosis  Congress  of  Uruguay  will  be  held 
in  the  city  of  Minas  in  February,  191G,  The  President  has  recom- 
mended to  Congress  an  appropriation  toward  the  expenses  of  this 
convention. 

Gemorslilp  fox  Marines  Pictures. 

Publication  is  made  of  a  municipal  ordinance  requiring  that  all 
moving  pictures  shall  be  shown  before  municipal  authorities  pre* 
vious  to  their  public  exhibition.  The  censors  will  stamp  with  their 
approval  only  those  pictures  which  they  consider  suitable  for  exhi- 
bition to  children  under  14  yeare  of  age,  and  no  children  will  be  per- 
mitted to  view  pictures  not  so  stampol  with  official  approval. 

SUPEBIOB  aiTAIITY  OF  AHEBXCAN  GOODS. 

[Conaal  Edward  A.  Dov,  St.  Stephen,  New  Bninawlck,  Canada,  Dec.  27.] 

The  recognition  given  by  forei^  dealers  to  the  excellent  quality 
and  perfection  in  details  of  American  manufactures  was  illustrated 
by  a  voluntary  expression  of  a  local  dealer  in  toys,  crockery,  and 
notions.  Upon  inquiry  as  to  the  source  of  supply  of  sleds,  this  mer- 
chant said  he  finds  products  of  this  kind  from  American  manufac- 
tarers  are  delivered  ready  to  set  up  with  little  effort,  the  parts  fitting 
exactly,  and  seemingly  made,  as  m&y  prove  to  be,  suited  for  hard  anc' 
long  wear. 
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FOBEION  TABIFFS. 

BBAZIL. 

(Consnl  General  A.  L.  U.  Gottsclulk,  Oct.  21.] 
£abellngr  of  Herchandlie. 

There  is  no  law  requiring  the  labeling  of  imported  articles  in 
Brazil,  but  goods  of  foreign  production  can  not  be  so  labeled  as  to 
suggest  Brazilian  origin,  nor  may  domestic  articles  bear  marks  indi- 
cating foreign  manufacture.  The  importation  of  labels  printed  in 
a  foreign  language,  separately  from  the  merchandise  for  which  tJiey 
are  intended,  is  prohibited,  labels  so  imported  being  liable  to  con- 
fiscation at  the  customhouse,  and  in  addition  &  fine  of  1,000  milreis 
(milreis,  according  to  recent  quotations,  about  $0.25)  may  be  im- 
posed. Where  labels  in  a  foreign  language  or  in  Portuguese  are 
imported  together  with  merchandise,  the  name  and  address  of  the 
manufacturer  must  be  indicated  thereon.  Labels  printed  in  Portu- 
guese may,  however,  be  imported  separately,  if  for  use  in  connection 
with  articles  of  Brazilian  production,  provided  they  state  the  name 
and  address  of  the  Brazilian  manufacturer  of  the  products. 

It  is  provided  by  the  federal  sanitary  laws  of  Brazil  that  all 
pharmaceutical  preparations  sold  imder  a  special  trade  name  shall 
indicate  on  their  laoels  the  particular  pharmacopceia  in  which  the 
formula  appears,  and  before  such  labels  may  be  used  the  vendor  of 
the  preparation  must  submit  to  the  Bazilian  Board  of  Health  for  its 
approval  a  sample  thereof. 

COSTA  EICA. 
[Consul  Cbcster  DonaldsoD,  Port  Llmon,  Not.  25.] 
Clia]v«>  on  fareel-Post  Tackages. 

Owing  to  the  cost  of  clearing  parcels  through  the  customhouse  of 
Port  Limon,  books,  etc.,  and  articles  of  no  commercial  value,  such 
as  samples,  should  be  sent  by  third  or  fourth  class  mail  rather  than 
by  parcel  post.  The  minimum  fee  for  clearing  parcels,  irres|}ective 
of  value,  is  0,75  colon  (colon,  par  value,  $0,465),  which  is  additional 
to  the  import  dut^  and  supplementary  customhouse  charges.  Thus, 
on  a  sample  coflee  bag,  value  $0.28,  the  fee  for  clearance  when 
shipped  by  parcel  post  is  about  $0.35,  to  which  is  to  be  added  the 
postage  as  well  as  the  import  duty.  It  is  stated  furthermore  that 
articles  sent  by  }>arcel  post  are  commonly  delivered  two  days  later 
than  those  sent  by  regular  mail.  [It  is  supposed  that  the  above 
charge  on  parcel-post  packages  is  levied  at  all  Costa  Bican  custom- 
houses.] 

aTTATEXALA. 

[Vice  Consul  WlHtam  Oven,  Guatemala  City,  Aug.  9.] 

Supplementary  Charges  on  Imports. 

The  charges  levied  on  imported  goods,  other  than  customs  duty, 
in  Guatemala  are  negligible  in  comparison  with  the  supplementary 
fees  imposed  in  certain  other  countries  of  Latin  America.  Thus,  on 
products  entering  the  country  through  the  ports  of  San  Jos^,  Liv- 
ingston, and  Puerto  Barrios,  a  tax  of  0.30  peso  per  quintal  (quintals 
301.4  pounds)  is  levied,  and  on  all  articles  not  subject  to  import 
duty  the  chai^  is  0.10  peso  per  qnintaL  A  fee  of  0.125  peso  is  im- 
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poeed  on  each  package  imported  or  exported  through  the  ports  on 
the  Atlantic  coast  and  through  the  port  of  Ocos.  Products  passing 
through  the  customhouse  of  Champerico  are  subject  to  a  tax  of  0.01 
peso  per  quintal,  salt  being  liable  to  a  fee  of  0.50  peso  per  quintal. 
Imported  flour  is  subject  to  a  surtax  of  0.50  peso  per  quintal,  except 
that  imported  through  San  Jos^,  where  the  tax  is  0.03  peso  per  pack- 
age. Common  salt  entering  through  this  port  is  subject  to  a  fee  of 
0.03  peso  per  quintal.  A  tax  of  $10  Umted  States  gold  is  levied 
on  guns  and  rifles,  and  a  tax  of  $8  on  revolvers,  upon  importation 
by  way  of  Izabal,  Livingston,  Puerto  Barrios,  jfstrada  Cabrera, 


Ko  fixed  fees  for  the  handling  of  imported  merchandise  are  in 
force  in  Guatemala,  such  charges  varying  in  different  localities.  If 

goods  not  claimed  remain  in  government  warehouses  more  than  30 
days  a  fine  of  0.08  peso  per  100  kilos,  payable  half  in  United  States 
gold  and  half  in  Guatemalan  paper  currency,  is  imposed  for  each  day 
tiae  merchandise  remains  in  storage. 

[The  Quatemalan  paper  peso,  in  which  the  above  charges  are  payable  (ex-- 
cept  where  otherwise  specified)  Is  at  present  worth  about  $0.0201,  acoordlDg 
to  the  report  of  the  vice  consul  at  Guatrauala  City.] 


Stamp  Taxes  on  Customs  Soonments. 

No  charges  on  imported  goods,  other  than  customs  duties,  are  levied 
in  Panama,  with  the  exception  of  the  stamp  taxes  imposed  on  the 
original  consular  invoice  and  the  original  bill  of  lading,  which  must 
be  presented  at  the  customhouse  by  the  importer  before  clearance  is 
allowed.  The  value  of  stamps  required  on  the  former  ranges  from 
$0.20,  in  the  case  of  shipments  valued  at  not  more  than  $150,  to  $12.50 
for  consignments  of  value  exceeding  $2,500,  while  bills  of  lading 
must  bear  stamps  to  the  value  of  $o!20.  These  charges  are  entirely 
separate  from  me  fees  payable  for  the  consular  certiBcation  of  in- 
voice and  bills  of  lading  for  shipments  to  Panama.    (See  Tariff 


TraHsshipmeBt  at  Sisffapore. 

A  copy  of  the  Straits  Settlements  Government  Gazette  Extraordi- 
nary for  October  1,  1915,  transmitted  by  Consul  General  John  P. 
Bray,  Singapore,  contains  a  proclamation  which  states  as  follows; 
"Facilities  will  not  be  given  for  the  transshipment  of  goods  which 
have  been  shipped  in  neutral  vessels  by  or  to  any  fjerson  or  any  body 
of  persons  of  enemy  nationality  resident  or  carn^ing  on  business  in 
sack  countries  (i.  e.,  China,  Siam,  Persia,  and  M<>rocco)  or  their  in* 
termediaries." 

This  provision  is  to  be  considered  in  connection  with  the  list  of 
authorized  importers  in  China  and  Siam  promulgated  under  the 
British  decree  of  September  24,  1915,  which  was  published  in  a  sup- 
plement to  the  London  Gazette  of  November  5,  and  contains  the 
names  of  importers  in  these  two  countries  to  whom  articles  exported 
from  Great  Britain  and  British  colonies  ma^  be  consigned.  The 
.tianashipment  of  goods  exported  from  the  United  States  and  other 
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[Consul  Oeneral  Alban  G.  Snyder,  Fanama,  Aug.  4.] 
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countries,  if  consigned  to  a  firm  not  included  in  the  list^  would 
therefore  not  be  pei-mitted  under  the  terms  of  the  proclamation,  and 
a  similar  prohibition  of  transshipment  would  probably  apply  at 
other  Britisli  colonial  poi'ts.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  merdiandise 
destined  for  Siam  is  commonly  sent  by  way  of  Singapore  or  Hong- 
kong, and  that  destined  for  other  Chinese  ports,  by  way  of  Hong- 
kong, the  importance  of  the  provision  is  apparent. 

[A  copy  of  the  list  of  nutliorlzed  Importers  In  China  and  Sinm,  togetlier  with 
recent  iidditlons  thereto,  fs  on  file  In  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
uierce  and  will  be  loaned  upon  application.] 


AHEBICAH  CONSULAR  OEFICEItS  ON  LEAV£  07  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Nime. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 

Address. 

Peck,  WOJys  B  

Canada,  Wflllam  W  

Vera  Cruz,  Mexico  

Haracaibo,  Vonozuola. 
SftD  Lala  Potofii, 
Uaxico. 

Sm.  31 
Jan.  31 

Feb.  1 
Fob.  17 
Feb.  13 

Department  orStat«,Wasblii|rtoii,  T>.  C. 

Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domeitic  Com- 
merce, Room  400,  Customhome, 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

WirwJiester,  Ind. 

lf3  ChurA  Blreet,  Uobfle,  Ala. 

IWS  Nortfa  Bush  Street,  Santa  Ana,  CaL 

•  Consnl  Wllbcrt  L,  Bonney  eball  visit  San  Francisco,  Los  Angcloff,  and  San  Olego,  Cal., 
and  Han  Antonio,  T?x.,  and  will  advlec  tbe  Cbamber  of  Commerce  In  eacli  of  tbese  cities  oi 
hlB  arrival  and  addrees. 


BirOTS  ON  STATION  IN  WINTES. 

In  order  that  the  requirements  of  navigation  in  Narragansett  Bay, 
Fishers  Island  Sound,  Long  Island  Sound  and  tributaries,  and  New 
York  Lower  Bay  may  be  more  perfectly  met,  arrangements  have 
been  made  by  the  Lighthouse  Service  to  continue  a  nwnber  of  the 
buoys  in  these  waters,  formerly  removed  in  winter,  on  station 
throughout  the  year,  except  when  ice  conditions  make  their  tempo- 
rary removal  necessary.  A  recent  Notice  to  Mariners,  issued  by  the 
Lighthouse  Service,  gives  the  names  and  locations  of  30  buoys 
affected  by  this  arrangement,  classitied  as  follows:  4  gas  and  bell 
biioyft,  13  gas  buoys,  4  cans,  2  nuns,  and  7  spat's. 


District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  aud  Bomestic  Commerce. 

New  York,  Eoom  409  TTnited  States  CnstomhoTise ;  Boston,  eighteenth  flooi 
Tnlted  States  Customhouse;  Chicago,  S04  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  40S  Third 
Katlonal  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  621  Post  Office  Building;  Hew  Orleans,  1080 
Hlbemia  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  800  ITnlted  States  Castomhoose;  Seattle, 
922  Alaska  Bailding.  Cooperative  district  offioei:  Cleveland.  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  £os  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commeroo; 
Detroit,  Board  of  Commerce;  f  Uladelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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ALGERIA  iraXDS  BX17E  VITBIOI  FOB  SPBAYDTO. 

[CoiunI  Dean  B.  Uason,  Algiers,  Nov.  II.] 

Considerable  quantities  of  sul])hate  of  copper  are  used  as  a  germi- 
cide for  spraying  vines  in  Alj^ria,  but  the  snipmente  of  this  impor- 
tant product  are  seriously  affected  by  high  prices  in  France  and 
England.  It  is  not  produced  in  France  at  present,  and  the  English 
production  of  sulphate  of  copper  has  been  greatly  reduced.  The 
present  prices  of  the  sulphate  are  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  value 
of  copper.  As  under  normal  conditions  the  sulphate  of  copper 
used  in  Algeria  is  imported  from  France  and  England,  the  present 
situation  is  very  prejudicial  to  Algerian  viticulturists.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  between  1,500  and  2,000  tons  of  sulphate  of  copper  could 
be  sold  in  Algeria  if  it  could  be  secured  under  favorable  conditions. 
KigM  Be  Imported  from  the  United  States. 

In  spite  of  a  high  rate  of  exchange  and  a  discriminatory  duty  on 
the  American  product  (2G  cents  per  100  pounds,  which  is  double  the 
rate  paid  on  the  English  product),  sulphate  of  copper  might  be 
imported  from  the  United  States  if  favorable  conditions  of  sale 
could  be  offered.  English  and  French  sulphate  of  copper  is  sold 
c.  i.  f.  Algiers,  and  payment  is  made  against  documents  when  goods 
are  delivered.  Algerian  importers  have  been  deterred  from  making 
purchases  in  the  United  States  by  the  fact  that  cash  payments  are 
exacted  when  goods  are  delivered  f.  o.  b.  New  York.  A  further 
difficulty  is  the  fact  that  the  price  of  the  American  product  is 
augmented  by  shipment  in  barrds,  whereas  the  Fr^ch  and  English 
products  are  shipped  in  bags. 

Informatlou  Seslred  as  to  Prices  and  Conditions  of  Sate. 

In  view  of  the  important  demand  that  exists,  it  is  believed  to  be 
desirable  that  American  producers  should  ascertain  whether  or  not 
it  would  be  practicable  to  meet  the  requirements  of  importers.  Firms 
desiring  to  export  to  Algeria  should  furnish  information  as  to  prices 
and  conditions  of  sale  to  this  consulate.  The  Algerian  firms  that 
import  sulphate  of  copper  are  important  and  of  good  standings  and 
a  liberal  policy  in  respect  to  tenns  of  sale  would  appear  desirable. 

rChanKea  In  the  price  of  bine  vitriol  in  the  United  States  are  indicated  by  the 
fact  that  the  price  per  pound  Id  July,  1914,  was  5}  to  5}  cents,  while  in  December, 
1915,  the  quotations  are  from  13  to  17  cents.   There  has  been  noted  here 
Increased  demnnd  from  abroad.  A  previous  article  on  the  Algerian  demand  was 
published  in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  July  28, 1914.] 


SPECIFICATIONS  FOB  RAILWAY  SUFFUES  IS  CHILE. 

The  Bureau  has  received  from  Commercial  Attache  V.  L.  Havens, 
Santiago,  Chile,  two  volumes  of  the  Red  Book  for  1914  issued  by  the 
Chilean  Government.  The  first  volume  gives  a  list  of  the  materials 
for  the  State  railways  commonly  allowed  for  in  the  annual  estimates, 
and  the  second  volume  the  specifications  for  such  materials.  Both 
Tolnmes  are  in  Spanish.  They  can  be  inspected  during  the  next  two 
or  three  weeks  at  the  New  York  district  office  of  this  Bureau,  Room 
4O0  Customhouse,  and  later  at  the  other  district  offices  in  turn.  Befer 
to  file  No.  1001. 
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tWtaere  nddressoa  are  omitted  thry  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnrc««  or  Ite  diMtrlet 

Cotton  and  icooJen  yam,  needles,  tafcty  pins,  etc.,  No.  19731.— -An  Americau 
consular  officer  in  thfi  Netherlands  reports  that  a  general  agent  In  that 
rountry  desires  to  represent  mauufacturers  of  cotton  and  woolen  yarn, 
needles,  safe^  pins,  hairpins,  buttons,  push  battens,  etc.  It  is  stated  that 
tlie  Inquirer  will  work  on  a  oouimlsslon  basis  as  well  as  buy  for  customers. 

Mlachines  for  niaking  bungs,  No.  19732. — An  American  consular  officer  In  the 
United  Kingdom  reports  that  a  manufacturer  in  his  district  desires  to 
commnnlcate  with  American  dealers  In  machines  for  making  bnngs  for 
beer  .barrels,  with  a  view  to  obtaining  quantities.  A  sample  of  the  buotc 
desired,  ns  well  as  a  rougli  sketch  of  several  kinds  used,  may  be  examined 
at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.   (Refer  to  file  70S59-T0482.) 

AgHcuHvral  maehincrp.  No.  19733. — The  Bureau  Is  informed  by  an  American 
consular  officer  in  Italy  that  n  man  in  that  country  desires  to  act  as  agent 
for  agricultural  and  otiier  machinery.  Correspondence  should  be  In  Italian 
or  French.   Keferences  ai-e  given. 

Machinery  for  mnking  and  mixing  colors  and  chemical  products.  No.  19734. — An 
American  consular  officer  in  Italy  reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires 
to  be  furnished  with  catalopies  and  qnotations  on  Biter  presses,  mixing 
machines,  dust  mills  (for  colors),  glaze  mills,  gas  stoves,  heaters,  misers, 
pans  (dry  and  wet),  steam  colls,  washers  (clay  and  mineral),  dryers, 
caking  machines,  color  mills,  and  machinery  for  chemical  plants,  ileasure- 
ments.  weights,  capacities,  etc,  should  be  expressed  In  metric  terms,  ami 
quotations  are  desired  c.  i.  f.  Italian  port  or  f.  o.  b.  Atlantic  port. 

Emery  crushing  machines,  etc..  No.  19735. — A  letter  from  a  company  in  Norwoy 
states  that  it  desires  to  correspond  with  manufacturers  of  emery  crushing 
machines,  emery  grinding  machines,  and  emery  lumps.  In  barrels  of  about 
IGO  kilos  to  the  barrel,  to  be  usetl  In  the  manufacture  of  emery  paper;  anU 
also  cloth  to  be  made  Into  emery  dotlL 

Seamless  steel  cyJinders,  steel  tubing  for  electric  conduits,  etc.,  No.  10736. — A 
letter  from  a  business  man  In  Nonvay  states  tliat  h*^  has  inquiries  for  seam- 
less steel  cylinders,  steel  tubing  for  electric  conduits,  crucibles,  white  and 
colored  cotton  waste,  electric  automobiles  and  trucks,  complete  cable  plant, 
including  all  niacliinery  for  manufacturing  electric  wires  and  cables  of 
all  kinds ;  plumbers'  supplies,  bathtubs,  showers,  and  sanitary  goods  for 
hotels  and  residencas;  and  also  plating  apparatus  for  plating  brass  and 
copper  articles,  such  as  chandeliers,  etc. 

Fire  engines,  No.  19737. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Spain  rejwrts  that  a 
bu.slness  man  in  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  manufacturers 
of  lire  engines.  Catalogues,  price  lists,  and  terms  should  be  sent  Imme- 
diately. 

Cheap  jewelry.  No.  19738. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  states 
tbot  a  dealer  in  cheap  jewelry  In  Honduras  desires  to  purchase  gold  rings, 
plated  sufficiently  to  stand  tlie  acid  test,  and  set  wttli  Imitation  diamonds, 
sapphires,  and  rubles.  Corresqiondence  may  be  in  English. 

Cigar  bands,  labels  for  cigar  boxes,  etc..  No.  19739. — A  btislness  man  in  tbe 
Netherlands  informs  on  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  receive 
samples  and  price  lists  of  cigar  bonds,  labels  for  cigar  boxes,  and  wax- 
pat>er  for  calk  purposes.   CoiTCspoudence  may  be  in  English,  Dutch,  or 

French. 

Hosiery  and  latent.  No.  19740.— An  American  consular  officer  reports  tltat  a 
fii-m  in  Australia  desires  to  communicate  with  manufacturers  of  cotton, 
cashmere,  and  woolen  hosiery  In  black  and  tan  for  women  and  children; 
also  muslins,  cambrics,  and  prints  for  children's  dresses.  Cash  will  be  paid 
against  documents.  Lowest  quotations  are  requested. 
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BOnvUK  TIH  FOA  THE  UNITE!)  STATES. 

Arrnngements  have  been  completed  by  the  American  Smelting  and 
Refining  Co.  to  bring  Bolivian  tin  ore  in  very  considerable  quantities 
to  the  United  States  and  smelt  and  refine  it  here.  Though  this  might 
appear  at  first  thought  as  a  relatively  minor  element  in  the  vast 
currents  of  American  commerce,  it  possesses  a  significance  that  can 
not  justly  foe  minimized.  It  furnishes  an  indication  of  certain  big 
cmtrolling  tendencies  in  the  trade  of  the  world.  It  forms  also  a 
basis  for  future  changes  that  will  of  necessity  bring  an  increasing 
advantage  to  this  country.  To  bring  this  situation  about,  private 
initiative  has  worked  hand  in  hand  with  earnest  governmental  fur- 
therance of  an  undertaking  so  obviously  beneficial  to  American 
interests. 

letter  from  American  Smelting  and  Beflalnff  Co. 

The  following  letter,  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  Commerce  by 
Mr.  William  Loeb,  jr.,  of  the  American  Smelting  &  Refining  Co., 
gives  a  general  idea  of  what  been  done  and  what  it  is  proposed 
to  do: 

120  BeOADWAY, 

New  York,  December  17,  J915, 

Hon.  Wn.UAu  C.  Redfoxd,  Secketabt, 

Department  of  Commerce, 

Wa»hington,  D.  G. 

My  !)e.\k  Mb.  Secsetabt  : 

The  American  Smelting  &  Refining  Co.  has  about  oompletefl  an  addition  to 
its  I'orth  Araboy  worlfs  of  a  new  plant  for  the  smelting  of  tlu  oi-es  niid  con- 
centrates and  the  electrolytic  refining  of  tin. 

TlilK  rountry  Imports  about  45,000  tons  of  tin  yearly,  and  of  this  nlMiut  00 
pn  cent  is  Straits  tin,  which  la  largely  consumed  In  the  manufacture  of  tin 
plate,  for  whlcli  purpose  a  practically  pure  tin  Is  required,  which  to-dny  can 
only  1)6  obtained  in  quantity  from  the  Straits  Settlements.  The  balance  of  our 
Importations  is  mostly  from  English  smelters  and  is  used  for  alloys,  prhidpally 
solder. 

The  Straits  Settlements  impose  a  protective  export  duty  on  tin  ores,  thus 
comnelllng  the  re<lurtion  to  nietnllle  form  in  the  country  In  which  lt  Is  produced. 
A  number  of  years  ago  a  tin  smelter  was  built  at  Bayonne,  N.  J.,  for  the  treat- 
BKnt  of  Straits  tin,  and  atwut  tlie  time  it  was  completed  this  duty  was  imposed, 
» the  works  were  never  operated. 

Aside  from  the  Straits  Settlements.  Bolivia  is  the  largest  pro<lncer  of  tin 
ores  and  concentrates,  but  the  Bolivian  tin  contains  impurities  which,  with  the 
fstahllshed  methmls  of  smelting,  do  not  produce  a  tin  suitable  for  tin  plate,  the 
principal  use  for  tin  in  this  country. 

The  plant  now  being  buHt  at  Perth  Amhoy  proposes  not  only  to  smelt  the 
Impure  ores  from  Bolivia  and  other  countries,  but  to  refine  the  product  by  the 
electrolytic  process. 
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Becent  analysis  of  this  elcctrolj-tic  tin  made  la  Eu^lond  by  the  jnost  expe- 
rienced chemists  la  the  tlD  trade  shows  It  to  run  99.98  per  cent  pure,  while 
the  base  metuL  from  which  tbls  was  produced  contained  only  93  per  cent  tin. 
Tlie  impurities  consist  of  lead,  antimony,  and  copf>er,  as  well  as  small  amoonts 
of  many  other  metals.  Tests  have  also  been  made  by  tin-plate  maQofactiiTOTS 
of  tbfa  electrolytic  tin,  and  It  Is  pronoimced  equal  In  ererr  resq^ect  to  the 
best  Straits  tin. 

The  plant  Is,  of  course,  to  ft  certain  extent,  an  experlmmt  Probably  some 
difficulties  will  hare  to  be  overcome,  but  the  indications  are  that  It  will  be  • 
success,  as  the  work  Is  in  the  hands  of  expert  men,  both  In  the  smelting  of  the 
tin  ores  and  the  electrolytic  treatment  of  metals.  One  patent  has  recently 
been  issued  to  the  company  for  electrolytic  refining  of  tin,  and  others  are 
iwnding. 

la  addition  to  building  the  plant  and  purchasing  the  So«th  American  tiD 
ores,  we  are  also  financing  the  miners  by  making  liberal  advances  Immedlatdy 
on  shipments  from  South  America.  We  hope  eveobially  to  be  able  to  extend 
our  present  plant  and  Increase  tlie  business  considerably. 

In  the  Initial  steps  of  our  negotlatlcHDm  to  secure  these  tin  ores,  we  were 
greatly  helped  by  the  cooperation  of  the  chief  of  your  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
I>omestic  Commerce,  the  commercial  attache  of  the  Department  in  South 
America,  and  by  the  State  Department,  and  we  wish  to  make  suitable  acknowl- 
edgment of  the  courtesy  and  intelligent  and  prompt  aid  rendered  us  In  estab- 
lishing this  important  industry  In  the  United  States. 

With  assurances  of  high  regard,  believe  me, 
Sincerely  yours, 

WiLHAM  LOEB,  .Tr. 

Onaranty  Against  Dlacrimlnation  In  Export  Dutiet. 

The  a^istance  referred  to  above  as  given  tiie  Departmeat  of 
State  had  to  do  with  export  duties  and  treaty  interpretation.   In  a 

communication  addressed  by  the  vice  president  of  the  American 
Smelting  &  Eefining  Co.  to  the  Bolivian  Minister  at  Washington,  the 
question  was  raised  as  to  whether  the  existing  commercial  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  Bolivia  was  sufficient  to  protect  the 
United  States  against  possible  future  discrimination  on  the  part  of 
Bolivia  in  regard  to  export  duties  on  tin  ores. 

Upon  careful  examination  of  the  commercial  ti'eaties  concluded  by 
Bolivia  with  the  United  States  and  certain  foreign  countries,  such  as 
Great  Britain,  Germany,  and  Belgium,  it  was  found  that,  while  the 
commercial  treaty  with  the  United  States  was  sufficient  to  guarantee 
most- favored-nation  treatment,  there  was  a  possibility  that  in  the 
case  of  certain  changes  in  the  treaty  relations  of  Bolivia  with  foreign 
countries  some  tariff  concessions  affecting  export  duties  might  do 
withheld  from  the  United  States  on  account  of  the  conditional  form  of 
the  most- favored-nation  clause  in  the  treaty  of  May  13, 1858. 

It  was  accordingly  decided  to  bring  about  an  exchange  of  notes 
with  the  Government  of  Bolivia,  so  as  to  prevent  future  discrimina- 
tion against  the  United  States  in  regard  to  the  export  duty  on  tin  ores, 
and  a  letter  to  that  effect  was  addressed  by  the  Secretary  of  Com- 
merce to  the  Secretary  of  State  under  date  of  February  16, 1915. 

On  July  8, 1915,  the  Department  was  informed  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  that  the  Bolivian  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  had  given  a  signed 
note  of  assurance  against  any  discrimination  in  the  matter  of  export 
duties  on  tin  or  other  metals  against  the  United  States.  Under  date 
of  Noveinber  4^1915,  the  Department  of  State  transmitted  the  note 
from  the  Bolivian  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  to  the  effect  that  the 
Government  of  Bolivia  will  observe,  in  reference  to  the  United  States, 
the  dispositions  of  the  treaty  of  friendship,  commerce,  and  naviga- 
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tion,  of  May  13, 1858,  now  in  force,  and  will  not  adopt  different  tariffs 
for  exports  from  Bolivia  in  accordance  with  their  destination. 

CommeTcial  Attachi  Sent  to  Bolivia. 

As  soon  as  the  intention  of  the  American  Smelting  &  Refining  Co. 
to  import  Bolivian  tin  ore  and  erect  a  smelter  in  this  coimtry  was 
communicated  to  the  Department  of  Commerce,  the  latter  directed 
its  recently  appointed  commercial  attache  to  Peru,  Mr.  A.  I.  Har- 
rington, to  proceed  to -La  Paz  and  do  whatever  he  could  in  further- 
ance of  the  plan — acting,  of  course,  through  United  States  Minister 
O'Bear,  who  had  already  given  considerable  attention  to  the  possi- 
bility of  developing  such  trade. 

Tin  SltnatioiL  at  That  Time — Attltnde  of  Bolivian  OovernaieiLt 

Bolivian  exports  of  tin  at  that  time  were  not  satisfactory  to  the 
producers.  During  August,  1914,  the  tin  exports  had  amounted  to 
about  1,590  tons  and  during  September  to  about  1,872  tons,  as  com- 
pare<l  with  3,223  tons  and  4,889  tons,  respectively,  during  the  corre- 
sjionding  months  of  the  preceding  year.  The  total  for  October,  No- 
vember, and  December,  however,  was  6,729  tons — an  average  of  2,243 
tons  per  month,  representing  a  falling  off  of  36  per  cent  as  compared 
with  the  average  for  the  seven  months  preceding  the  outbreak  of  the 
European  war.  Toward  the  end  of  October,  1014,  the  quotation  for 
tin  was  quite  low,  £135  ($056.98)  being  paid  per  ton,  while  £195 
($948.97)  was  obtainable  at  the  same  time  in  1913.  By  the  middle 
of  February,  1915,  the  price  had  risen  to  £176  ($856.50),  haying 
advanced  £26  ($126.53)  during  the  preceding  seven  weeks. 

From  an  interview  with  tlie  President  of  Bolivia,  Minister  O'Rear 
became  fnlly  convinced  that  the  President  was  earnestly  desirous  of 
starting  ^ipments  of  tin  ores  to  the  United  States  and  was  prepared 
to  exert  his  best  efforts  to  that  end,  provided  the  Bolivian  producers 
were  able  to  obtain  from  American  interests  the  same  conditions 
offered  by  European  firms.  The  President  declared  his  willingness 
to  provide  a  Government  assayer  and  to  have  the  Bank  of  the  Bolivinn 
Nation  handle  the  shipments  in  order  to  insure  safety.  He  expressed 
his  confidence  that  during  the  first  year  it  was  possible  for  the  ship- 
ments of  Bolivian  ores  to  the  United  States  to  reach  15,000  tons,  and 
perhaps  go  as  high  as  30,000.  Dui'ing  this  conversation  with  the 
American  minister  he  voiced  the  belief,  also,  that  if  an  agreement 
could  be  reached  producers  could  easily  be  induced  to  begin  ship- 
ments at  once  and  that  the  business  thus  effected  would  be  of  a  per- 
manent character. 

Contracts  Completed  by  tbe  Guggenheim  Interests. 

Minister  O'Rear  and  Commercial  Attach^  Harrington  continued 
their  conversations  with  officials  of  the  Bolivian  Government  and 
with  representatives  of  the  tin  miners — dispelling  misconceptions, 
creating  favorable  sentiment,  and  paving  the  way  for  the  acceptance 
of  the  concrete  propositions  that  were  later  to  l^e  made.  When,  in 
March,  1915,  two  agents  of  the  American  Smelting  &  Kefining  Co. 
arrived  in  La  Paz,  the  American  repr^ntatives  aided  them  in  every 
way  pt^ible,  and  they  proceeded,  without  any  unusual  difficulty,  to 
present  their  proposal  and  to  make  contracts  assuring  them  of  a 
mimfflum  shipment  to  the  United  States  of  750  tons  of  high-grade 
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ore  per  month.  All  the  iiecessaiy  contracts  had  been  made  by  the 
fall  of  1915,  and  on  November  3  Hr.  Loeb  wrote  to  the  Chief  of  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  that  the  company  was 
going  ahead  with  the  construction  of  a  tin  smelter  having  a  capacity 
of  about  1,200  tons  per  month,  to  be  finished  about  January  1  of  the 
present  year.  The  company  expected,  he  said,  to  begin  with  750  tons 
per  month  and  gradually  to  work  up  to  1,200  tons. 

Imports  of  Tin  Into  the  Vnited  States. 

Heretofore  only  an  inappreciable  amount  of  tin  has  actually  been 
mined  or  smelted  in  the  tlnited  States.  All  of  this  business  has  in 
the  past  been  done  through  England,  Belgium,  and  Germany,  and 
the  refined  metal  has  subsequently  been  sent  to  the  United  States. 
The  consumption  of  tin  in  this  country  has  increased  about  80  per 
cent  since  1900.  The  following  table,  compiled  from  official  statistics 
of  the  United  States  Government,  diows  the  quantity  and  value  of 
the  tin  imported  into  the  United  States  during  the  ust  three  fiscal 
yeara: 
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That  the  new  industry  establi^ed  by  the  American  Smelting  & 
Befining  Co.  is,  in  reality,  a  revolutionary  departure  for  the  United 
States  is  shown  by  the  fact  that,  whereas  the  Perth  Amboy  plant  plans 
to  import  eventually  from  Bolivia  as  much  as  14,400  tons  of  tin  ore 
tvery  year,  imports  of  such  ore  have  in  the  past  been  practically 
negligible.  Apart  from  the  cassiterite  mentioned  in  the  above  table, 
the  United  States  imported  in  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  11)13, 
only  9.8  tons  of  tin  ore  of  a  value  of  $4,557.  For  the  following  year 
there  is  no  record  of  any  such  ore  coming  in,  while  in  the  fiscal  year 
1914-15  this  country  imported  from  foreign  nations  only  50  tons 
of  tin  ore  of  a  value  of  $15,094.  An  American  financial  publication, 
in  discussing  this  matter  recently,  called  attention  to  the  opportunity 
now  presented  and,  particularly,  to  the  advisability  of  buying 
Bolivian  ore.  Saying  that  the  iJnited  States  uses  twice  as  much  tin 
as  Bolivia  produces,  it  pointed  out  that  not  a  pound  has  hitherto 
come  directly  from  that  country.  The  value  of  the  new  industry 
and  the  importance  of  instituting  a  new  trade  movement  of  such  pro- 
portions are  so  patent  as  to  require  no  elaboration. 

Interest  Evinced  hy  American  Coneerni. 

Keen  interest  in  the  subject  has  been  manifested  by  various  Ameri- 
can conceras — such,  for  instance,  as  the  National  Lead  Co.  From  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Portland,  Oreg.,  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  received  some  time  ago  a  letter  expressing  the 
liveliest  interest  in  the  importation  of  Bolivian  tin  ores  and  their 
[.melting  in  the  United  States.  This  letter  referred  to  the  fact  that 
«t  least  100,000  tons  of  tin  plate  are  consumed  each  year  on  the  Pacific 
coast  by  reason  of  the  heavy  requirements  of  the  salmon  trade,  the 
fruit  trade,  and  miscellaneous  enterprises.  It  may  be  mentioned  in 
this  connection  that  a  Seattle  syndicate,  which  has  under  way  a  project 
involving  the  erection  in  that  city  of  a  smelter  for  handling  the  tin 
ores  from  its  large  Alaskan  mines,  is  considering  also  the  impoita- 
tion  of  Bolivian  ores. 

Creation  of  Increased  Harket  tar  American  Goodi. 

The  bringing  of  Bolivian  ores  to  this  country  not  only  means 

cheaper  tin  and  the  employment  of  thousands  of  American  work- 
men; it  means  also  the  creation  of  a  market  for  American  products 
which,  it  has  been  estimated,  may  approach  $50,000,000  annually. 
The  South  American  countries  very  naturally  buy  in  large  measure 
from  the  nations  to  which  they  sell  their  products.  When  the  Bolivian 
tin,  forming  two-thirds  of  the  Andean  Kepublic's  total  exports,  has 
been  going  exclusively  to  European  countries,  it  is  not  surprising  to 
learn  that  out  of  the  $19,258,996  of  Bolivian  imports  in  1912  (the 
latest  year  for  which  statistics  are  available),  those  coming  from  the 
United  States  amounted  to  only  $1,787,321,  as  against  $6,423.80-:^  for 
Germany  and  $3,528,041  for  the'United  Kingdom.  The  United  King- 
dom in  that  same  year  bought  $26,044,974  worth  of  Bolivian  products 
and  the  United  States  took  only  $152,582  worth,  or  less  than  half  of 
1  per  cent  of  the  total.  When  the  Bolivians  have  in  the  United 
States,  under  the  new  arrangement,  a  credit  amounting  each  year  to 
millions  of  dollars,  they  will  inevitably  buy  in  greath'  incrensed 

auantities  the  products  of  American  factories  and  farms.  And  as 
tiey  learn  to  niow  these  and  to  like  them,  it  may  reasonably  be  as- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


54 


GOUBIEBOB  .BIPOBTB. 


Bumed  thzi  thwc  preferoioe  in  such  matters  will  extend  to  neighbor- 
ing opuntri^  opening  up  a  (xmstantly  widening  field  for  Andean 
commercial  penetration, 
statement  by  Klnlster  of  BollTia. 

This  aspect  of  the  matter  is  deservedly  emphasized  in  the  following 
statement  by  Senor  Don  Ignacio  Calderon,  Minister  of  the  Bepublic 

of  Bolivia  to  the  United  States : 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  Incongruities  In  the  commercial  relations  of  the 
United  States  and  Soutli  America  Is  no  doubt  the  roundabout  way  tin  Is  brought 
here.  Bolivia  is  one  of  the  few  nations  that  export  tin  In  large  quantities  and 
the  only  one  In  the  Western  Hemisphere  where  ttmt  metal  Is  found  In  abundance 
and  nevertheless  not  a  pound  is  exported  to  the  United  States,  where  tin  Is  con- 
Bumed  to  perhaps  50  per  cent  of  all  the  world's  production  and  it  Is  so  Important 
for  tlie  canning  Industry  nud  many  other  uses.  The  BolWlon  tin  goes  first  to 
England  or  Germany ;  It  is  smelted  there  and  brought  to  the  United  States  la 
the  form  of  tin  plates,  thus  taxing  the  American  coimimers  with  all  the  profit 
of  the  European  dealers  and  tin  smelters.  . 

Why  nobody  tiiouglit  of  buying  tlie  Bolivian  tin  concentrates  and  bringing 
them  to  tiie  United  States  Is  very  strange.  The  notion  that  BoUvlna  tin  could 
not  Ik  smeltofi  so  as  to  be  turned  into  good  tin  plates  like  the  Straits  product,  has 
been  exploded,  and  I  know  tltat  more  than  one  concern  has  smelted  the  Bolivian 
concentrates  and  made  It  as  pure  as  could  be  required. 

If  the  American  business  men  would  only  pick  up  their  courage  and  make 
advances  on  tin  concentrates  so  as  to  bring  them  to  the  United  States  and 
then  smelt  them,  the  profits  of  the  operation  would  be  sure.  The  amount  of 
tin  ore-I}earlng  districts  in  Bolivia  Is  very  large,  and  with  enough  capital  in- 
vested to  work  them  Bolivia  could  easily  furnish  the  States  with  all  the  tin 
rwedod.  The  actual  production  of  about  45,000  annually  could  be  doubled  easily. 

There  Is  another  point  of  view  that  must  be  considered.  Nobody  can  expect 
to  sell  goods  and  never  buy  anything  In  return.  If  the  trade  relations  between 
Bolivia  and  the  United  States  are  to  develop,  you  mn^  buy  our  tin,  our  ruM>», 
and  otlicr  things  much  needed  here;  la  that  way  the  Bolivian  merchants 
would  liave  funds  at  their  disposal  to  buy  American  goods.  The  tin  exported 
to  Euroiw  reprpsonts  abont  thirty-five  to  forty  million  dollars  a  year.  Thla 
sum  is  employerl  in  Europe,  but  If  the  tin  market  were  opened  liere  that  amount 
would  (if  not  nil,  a  fjreat  portion  of  it)  be  employed  in  the  States.  At  present 
Bolivia  buys  about  tlirec  to  four  milliun  dollars  lierc  and  sells  notldug  to  the 
States.  Under  such  conditions  the  lucrea;se  of  our  mutual  trade  is  almost 
im|>o88ibIe. 

The  mining  industry  Is  free;  forel^ers  as  well  as  natives  can  obtain  mine 
concessions  and  by  paying  a  small  annual  fee  they  can  operate  tlie  mines 
without  trouble.  There  is  an  exijort  duty  tliat  Is  paid  according  to  the  market 
value  of  tin,  but  It  Is  not  excessive.  No  monopoly  of  tlie  industry  or  any  otber 
restrictions  to  tlie  freedom  of  mining  or  the  disposal  of  tlie  minerals  are  or 
can  be  estal>lished,  even  If  some  parties  have  beeu  seeking  for  that  Idnd  of 
advantages. 

The  Production  of  Tin  la  Bolivia. 

In  South  America  as  an  Export  Field,  by  Otto  Wilson,  a  book 
published  in  1914  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce (obtainable  for  25  cents  from  the  Superintendent  of  Docu- 
ments, Washington,  D.  C),  it  is  stated  that  20  yeai*s  before  that 
time  Bolivian  tm  did  not  repay  the  cost  of  mining,  since  the  supply 
from  the  Federated  Malay  States,  England,  and  otlier  ^roducmg 
(inters  was  easily  enougli  to  fill  the  demand.  An  increase  m  the  use 
and  price  of  tin,  however,  has  made  the  mining  of  this  metal  more 
important  tlian  that  of  any  other  for  Bolivia.  The  de])osits  occur 
in  the  mountain  riinfjes  of  the  plateau,  mostly  between  Lakes  Titi- 
caca  and  Poopo  in  t!ie  Departments  of  Oruro,  Potosi,  Cochabamba, 
and  La  Paz.  Tlie  city  of  Oruro  may  be  considered  the  center  of  the 
tin-mining  region,  the  richest  deposits  being  about  30  miles  south  of 
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that  place.  The  ore  is  found  in  veins  from- 2  inches  to  10  feet  thick, 
at  comparatively  shallow  depths,  the  lowest  mines  not  exceeding  650 
feet  The  tin  content  in  some  cases  is  very  high  but  runs,  in  general, 
from  3  to  15  per  cent,  which  is  conoentratod  to  60  per  cent  for 
exporting. 

In  Paul  Walle's  book  on  "Bolivia,"  published  in  London  by  T. 
Fisher  Unwin,  there  is  an  extensive  discussion  of  the  Bolivian  tin 
mines.  The  best-known  district  in  the  north,  Mr.  Walle  says,  is 
Uiiluni,  in  the  Huayna-Potoaj  then,  going  from  north  to  south,  the 
principal  lodes  are  found  in  Colquiri  and  the  whole  Provine  of  In- 
quisivi;  near  Oruro  and  its  suburbs,  the  Cerro  del  Leon  and  Avicoya; 
and  in  the  Provinces  of  Poopo,  Chayanta,  Potosi,  Porco,  Tazna, 
Chlorolque,  Chacaya,  and  Cotagaita,  a  region  covering  nearly  five 
geographical  degrees.  The  most  important  portion  is  included  be- 
tween the  17th  and  19th  degrees  of  south  latitude. 
The  Host  Important  Workingrs. 

Proceeding  to  a  somewhat  more  detailed  description  of  the  mines, 
Mr.  Walle  says: 

The  most  Iniiwrtant  workings  at  the  present  time  are  the  following:  In  tUe 
Department  of  La  Paz,  the  Iluayna-I'otosl  ami  MilluiU  mines;  in  the  Province 
(if  Murlllo  (CerciKlo),  tlic  mines  of  Calaliuyu,  Providem  la,  iiml  .Inpnjopo;  In  the 
Trovince  of  Loaiza,  the  mines  of  Arnca.  Sun  Andres,  Monte  Ulnneo,  MaMachunia, 
and  Ynco ;  and  In  the  I'rovhue  of  Intiuisivi,  the  (Jonconlia,  ('oya,  Colquiri, 
Saynquirl,  Santa  Itosa  mines,  nnd  the  worklnj^  of  the  l.n  I'ht,  Mining  Co. 

In  the  Department  uf  Oruro,  which  is  the  most  iuiiHirtnnt  of  all  the  Rtan- 
nlferous  districts,  for  quite  a  thiinl  of  the  output  coines  thence,  there  is  the 
SocavuD  de  la  VlrRen  ami  It»  deiiendencies ;  the  Alorocoeala,  Negro  I'nbelloo, 
San  Salvador,  HunnunI,  niid  Jnpu  mines  In  the  Province  of  Cercado;  and  in  the 
Province  of  Poopo  the  Antequera,  Acre,  TotornI,  Snn  Pablo,  Uugarinos,  and 
Avicaya  mines. 

The  Department  of  Potosi  contains  the  stanniferous  formations  of  the  Cerro 
Hico  and  Collahuasl,  in  the  Province  of  Cercado ;  the  womlerfu!  Uncla  and 
Llnllagua  mines,  In  the  Province  of  Bustlllos,  which  are  undoubtedly  the  first 
In  the  world  for  tlie  richness  of  their  ores,  the  thickness  of  their  lo<les,  and  the 
quality  and  persistence  of  their  output;  Kl  I'ujro  untl  Mnrogua,  in  tiie  Province 
of  Chayanta;  Cerrillos.  Agim  Santii,  Carguaycollo,  and  Tazna,  in  tlie  Province 
of  Porco;  QuechlslQ,  Chlorolque.  and  Chocnya.  In  the  Province  of  Nor-Chicas; 
Pulcaguasi,  Oploca,  etc..  in  the  Province  of  Sur-Chiens. 

The  Department  of  Cochabamba.  the  least  exhaustively  prospected,  contains 
the  mlninK  centers  of  Cokha,  Tucsuhuma,  Berenfiuela,  and  Jatuncaca,  lu  tlie 
ProvlDce  of  Arque;  and  Cami,  in  tlie  Province  of  Ayopaya. 

Klneralogy  and  Geolosry  of  tli«  Bolivian  Deposits. 

In  Bolivia,  Mr.  Walle  says,  tin  is  found  in  a  state  of  extreme  oxi- 
dation— in  the  form  of  the  dioxide,  accompanied  with  peroxide  of 
iron;  in  the  form  of  pure  cassiterite  (stannic  oxide) ;  cassiterite  with 
pyrites;  and  cassiterite  with  hydroxide  of  iron;  more  rarely  in  the 
form  of  these  latter  assoeinted  with  chalcopyrites;  cassiterite  incorpo- 
rated with  silver  ores;  with  native  silver,  antimonv;  jnmesonite,  cas- 
siterite associated  with  wolframite,  comite,  magnetopyrites.  arseni- 
cal pyrites;  niarcasite.  chalcopyrites  mixed  witli  native  bismuth,  etc. 

Mr.  Walle  goes  on  to  say  tliat  in  mitny  mines,  and  chiefly  in  those 
of  Potosi  and  Oruro.  lodes  which  contain  tin  on  the  surface  are  found 
to  contain  silver  as  the  workings  advance  in  depth,  passing,  as  a  rule, 
through  a  pyritic  transition.  In  others  pure  cassiterite  is  found  in 
the  form  of  crystals  to  a  depth  of  000  feet  (which  is  the  greatest 
depth  80  far  attained  by  tin  mines  in  Bolivia).  In  the  (^erro  of 
Potosi  veins  of  tin  have  been  found  on  the  surfuco,  penetrating  the 
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mountain  parallel  with  the  veins  of  silrin-.  In  many  places  tiie  veins 
are  united,  and  in  other  lodes  tin,  silTer,  and  copper  alternate  or  are 
found  in  union.  Veli^  of  tin  ores  are  also  found  in  groaps ;  that  is, 
in  parallel  sires.  In  general,  tin  is  most  abundant  in  the  upper  por- 
tion of  the  lodes,  as  at  Potosi,  where  it  is  found  right  at  the  summit  of 
the  peak,  or  Oruro,  where  it  is  found  at  the  surface-  At  Potosi  the 
stannic  oxide  is  accompanied  by  the  yellow  oxide  of  antimony,  whidi 
seems  to  indicate  that  these  two  metak  must  often  have  reached  the 
stage  of  sulphide  before  being  subjected  to  oxidation.  Sulphides  of 
tin  are  found  in  the  Oruro  mines,  but  oxides  are  considerably  m<Hre 
frequent. 

An  interesting  circiunstance  is  mentioned  in  Mr.  Wallers  book. 
He  says: 

At  the  time  of  the  Spanish  domination  the  mines  of  Bolivia  were  worked  only 
for  gold,  silver,  and,  In  n  less  degree,  copi>er,  but  only  the  very  rich  lo<ie«  were 
worked.  Tlie  old  Spanish  miners  rejectecl  tlie  ores  of  tin  as  rubbish ;  they  used 
thera  to  flii  cavities  and  depressions  in  the  soil;  so  that  modern  miners  are  re- 
covering this  d£bri8  and  are  deriving  enorioous  profits  from  It ;  for  Instance, 
In  the  Son  Jose  de  Oruro  mines,  where  the  dump  heai)^  yield  large  qaautltles 
of  tin.  In  many  other  localities  the  dumps  or  tailiuga  have  been  worked  with 
success  antj  foond  to  be  rich  In  tin. 

-Omershlp — Machinery— Cost  of  ProdnetioB — Ontpat. 

As  stated  in  "  South  America  as  an  Export  Field,"  the  ownership 
of  the  tin  mines  is,  in  large  pait,  centered  in  the  hands  of  a  few 
interests,  the  leading  owner  being  Sr.  Don  Simon  Patino,  from  whose 
mines  14,098  metric  tons  of  ore,  valued  at  $8,798,548,  out,  of  a  total 
national  production  of  38,378  tons,  were  exported  in  1912.  About  93 
per  cent  of  the  tin  produced  is  exported  to  tne  United  Kingdom.  Up- 
to-date  mining  machinery  is  used,  the  motive  power  being  usually 
hydraulic,  oil,  or  producer  gas.  Tlie  cost  of  obtaining  a  ton  of  con- 
centrate by  hydraulic  power  at  two  typical  mines  has  been  calculated 
at  $7.13,  of  which  $4.78  was  for  mining  and  conveying  to  mill,  $0.48 
for  sorting  and  handling,  $1.51  for  milling  and  assaying,  and  $0.36 
for  general  expenses.  The  freight  per  ton  from  the  mine  to  Guaqui 
was  $35.88,  from  Guaqui  to  MoUendo,  $10.14,  and  from  MoUendo  to 
Europe  $7.80,  and  these,  with  the  export  duties  of  $15.60,  and  com- 
missions, insurance,  etc.,  $10.92,  made  the  total  cost  of  a  ton  of  con- 
centrate landed  in  Europe,  in  normal  times,  $80.34.  The  great 
advance  in  ocean  freight  rates  since  the  beginning  of  the  European 
lirar  has,  of  course,  caused  a  wide  variation  from  this  figure. 

With  the  use  of  kerosene  as  fuel  the  total  cost  was  $70.20  per  ton. 
One  of  the  chief  obstacles  to  the  further  development  of  tin  mining 
is  the  cost  of  fuel,  imported  coal  costing  in  normal  times  $40  to  $50 
per  ton,  and  nothing  but  traces  of  coal  having  been  found  in  Bolivia. 
Oil  has  been  discovered  in  Bolivia,  however^  and  if  Uie  deposits  turn 
out  to  be  extensive  there  will  be  a  greatly  increased  use  of  tibe  fuel 
in  miningand  a  consequwt  demand  for  oil  motors. 

The  Bolivian  output  of  tin  in  1897  was  only  3,749  tons.  The  rapid 
growth  since  that  time  is  shown  by  the  following  figures  for  the 
succeeding  years:  1898,  4,318  tons;  1899,  9,111  tons;  1900, 15,957  tons: 
1901,  21,528  tons;  1902,  17.395  tons;  1903,  20,559  tons;  1904,  21,164 
tons;  1905,  27,200  tons:  1906,  28,854  tons;  1907,  27,188  tons;  1908, 
29,408  tons;  1909,  34,937  tons;  1910,  37,866  tons;  1911,  36,341  tons; 
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1912,  37,700  ions.  The  Tiilne  of  the  1910  output  was  $14,407,271  and 
of  the  1011  output  $30,493,649,  while  in  1912  the  value  had  risen  to 
$83,308^. 

fia  TrDdnctioii  la  the  VMerated  Kalay  States. 

The  greatest  tin-producing  region  in  the  world  is  in  the  Federated 
3Ialay  States,  a  little-known  colony  of  the  British  Empire,  which 
compriaes  the  four  Federated  States  of  Perak,  Selanj;or,  Negri  Sem- 
bilan,  and  Pahang,  and  the  three  native  States  of  Kedah,  iTelantan, 
and  Tren^anii,  in  the  Malay  Peninsuln.  These  States  lun  e  a  total 
area  of  nearly  43,000  square  miles.  In  1912  the  Department  of  Com- 
meroe  pnblisned  a  monograph  by  D.  C.  Alexander,  jr.,  one  of  its 
cwnmercial  agents,  on  "  Minmg  in  the  Federated  Malay  States,"  and 
from  this  publication  some  facts  concerning  the  tin  mining  may  here 
be  set  down. 

The  tin.  is  usually  found  in  the  form  of  cassiterite,  an  imiiure 
stannic  oxide  (SnOj),  and  was  undoubtedly  originally  deposited 
in  the  rartamorphic  granite  of  the  mountains  and  hills  of  this  region, 
liod^  of  the  ore  are  found  in  many  places  in  the  granite  in  the  form 
of  an  onyx  quartz,  and  the  working  of  this  quartz  has  been  frequently 
uadertftkffla.  However,  the  quartz  workings  have  seldom  been  suc- 
cessful, since  the  profit  derived  from  them  compares  very  unfavorably 
with  what  can  be  earned  from  even  the  low-grade  alluvial  deposits. 
It  is  ^nerally  held  by  mining  engineers  of  this  district  ttuit  ({iiart?. 
worldugs  will  not  become  numerous  or  profitable  until  all  but  the  vetr 
lowest  grades  of  alluvial  deposits  have  been  exhausted,  which  will 
probably  not  be  for  another  25  or  30  years.  Moreover,  sliould  large 
alluvial  deposits  of  tin  ore  be  found  in  the  recently  acquired  Prov- 
inces of  I^dnh,  Kelfmtan,  and  Trengganu,  where  prospectors  are 
at  work,  the  day  of  the  quartz  working  will  be  further  postponed. 

On  the  <rfher  hand,  there  are  a  few  quartz  deposits  so  rich  that  thor- 
oughly experienced  miners  have  not  nesitnted  to  erect  the  expensive 
miUs  neceaHary  for  working  them.  One  such  plant  is  that  of  the 
Mengleynbti  Lode  Syndicate,  near  Ipoh.  Another  mill  was  erected 
reeently  near  Bentong,  Pahang.  Moreover,  the  Government  of  the 
Federated  Malay  States  agreed  several  years  ago  to  a  proposal  of 
the  Mine  Owners'  Association  that  reductions  of  not  more  than  50 
per  cent  of  the  export  duty  on  tin  and  tin  ore  should  be  granted  to 
miners  rf>le  to  show  that  the  properties  which  they  are  working  ar« 
of  so  low  a  grade  that  a  reasonable  profit  can  not  be  earned  if  the  full 
duty  is  exacted.  This  measure  was  expected  to  have  the  effect  of  en- 
couraging quartz  mining. 

The  alluvial  deposits  of  tin  ore  are  very  widely  scattered,  but  the 
ri<^est  are  usually  found  lying  close  to  the  slopes  of  hills  or  moun- 
tains, narrow  valleys  beinjg  most  productive.  This  is  easily  explained 
on  the  theory  that  the  disintegrated  granite  which  contains  the  tin 
was  wadied  down  the  slopes  by  rains  and  streams,  and  the  tin  ore, 
because  of  its  weight,  remained  in  pockets  close  under  the  slopes, 
while  the  sand  that  accompanied  it  was  carried  to  a  greater  distance. 
That  the  streams  in  the  valleys  carried  away  the  granitic  sand  and 
oontiaQously  deposited  silt  is  E^own  by  the  fact  that  the  richest  ore 
is  found  in  beds  of  clay. 

The  famous  and  wonderfully  rich  Kinta  Valley  of  Pernk  is  an 
excellent  example  of  the  formation  described.   The  valley  is  about 
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30  miles  long,  with  an  average  width  of  5  to  6  miles,  and  the  hills  on 
either  side  rise  to  an  elevation  of  300  to  400  feet.  On  the  west  side 
of  the  valley  the  granite  of  the  hills  slopes  down  until  it  meets  the 
limestone  floor,  while  on  the  east  side  of  the  valley  the  hills  are  flanked 
by  cliffs  of  limestone  outcrop.  The  Kinta,  Sorakai,  and  several 
smaller  streams  flow  through  the  valley.  The  richest  ore  deposits 
lie  on  the  west  side  of  the  valley ;  but  the  east  slope  has  what  the  west 
slope  lacks — an  abundant  supply  of  water,  by  means  of  which  the* 
lower  grades  of  ore  can  be  profitably  worked. 

Smeltlnc  Plants  in  Straits  Settlements — ^The  Export  Dntj. 

Tlie  two  plants  that  smelt  most  of  the  tin  ore  produced  in  the 
Federated  Malay  States  are  situated  in  Straits  Settlements.  It  is  said 
that  over  80  per  cent  of  the  tin  ore  exported  is  smelted  either  in  the 

smelter  of  the  Straits  Trading  Co.,  at  Singapore,  or  that  of  the  East- 
ei-n  Smelting  Co.,  at  Penang;  these  snielters  also  receive  a  small . 
amount  of  ore  from  Australia  and  South  Africa.  Such  of  "the  Feder,-| 
ated  Malay  States  ore  as  is  not  smelted  in  the  Straits  Settlements 
goes  to  England,  the  following  provision  of  the  customs  tariff  making 
it  impossible  to  ship  the  ore  to  other  countries  for  smelting: 

Export  duty,  tin  ore,  70  per  cent  of  the  duty  on  tin,  wIOi,  in  the  caae  of  tin 
ore  exportetl  otlierwIfM>  than  under  such  gimriintics  ns  the  RcsUIent  may  require, 
that  It  shall  be  smelted  In  the  Straits  Scttlt^inents  or  Uidtetl  Kiofidom,  an  addi- 
tional duty  of  Straits  $30  per  picti!  ($2S5  Ignited  States  cnrrency  ijer  long  ton). 

The  export  duty  on  block  tin,  provided  by  the  same  tariff,  is 
Straits  $10  pfir  bhara  (400  pounds)  when  the  price  of  tin  does  not 
exceed  Straits  $41  per  picul ;  but  when  the  price  exceeds  $41  per  picul 
the  dutv  per  bhara  is  increased  by  $0.50  for  every  $1  by  which  the 
price  01  tm  exceeds  $41  per  picul. 

Exports  During  Beoent  Tean. 

According  to  a  report  submitted  by  American  Vice  Consul  Caspar 
L.  Dreier,  at  Singapore,  the  total  export  of  tin  from  the  Federated 
Malay  States  during  1914  amounted  to  40,042  tons,  as  compared  with 
50,128  tons  in  the  previous  year  and  48,250  tons  in  1912.  The  war, 
this  report  states,  had  the  effect  of  restricting  somewhat  the  output 
of  tin.  The  total  decrease,  compared  with  the  preceding  ^ear,  i% 
given  as  18,220  piculs  (1  picul=133i  pounds),  the  decrease  m  value 


ontp 

was  842,129  piculs,  and  during  1914,  823,909  piculs. 

Tin  Mines  in  United  Kingdom— Korthern  Vlgerla. 

In  the  United  Kingdom  tin  mines  are  found  in  Cornwall  and 
Devon.  Tliese,  however,  are  not  so  important  at  present  as  they  have 

value 
■worth 

$3,603,360,  or  $618  per  ton,  in  1912. 

Imports  of  tin  ores  into  the  United  Kingdom  during  the  calendar 
year  1913,  the  latest  year  of  normal  world  trade,  totaled  34,592  long 
tons  ($16,103,068),  as  compared  with  28,651  tons  ($11,683,093)  in 
1912.  The  most  noteworthy  increases  in  1913  were  3,388  tons 
Northern  Nigeria,  against  1,631  tons  in  1912,  and  20,668  tons  from 
Bolivia,  against  14,906  tons  in  the  previous  year. 
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The  tin  deposits  in.  Northern  Nigeria  are  located  in  the  outliers 
of  the  Gura  Mountains,  Uie  largest  and  most  r^fular  producers  being 
the  Bisichi,  the  Fomrn  BiTer,  ^e  Jantar,  the  Kaduna,  the  Nara^ita, 
the  Naragnta  Extended,  the  Bauchi,  the  Bayfield,  and  the  Ropp  0<«. 
According  to  the  publication  "  The  Mineral  Industry  During  1913," 
Nigera's  output  or  concentrated  tin  ore  in  1913  was  nearly  doubld 
that  of  the  preceding  year,  the  growth  of  the  industry  during  a 
period  of  seven  years  being  indicated  by  the  following  figures  from 
the  British  Colonial  Office:  1907, 175  long  tons;  1908,  514  tons;  1900, 
253  tons;  1910,  774  tons;  1911,  1,471  tons;  1912,  2,886  tons;  1913, 
5,130  tons.  It  is  impossible  to  state  the  metallic  contents  of  this  ore,  but 
the  Royal  Colonial  Institute  records  that  the  1911  output  was  worth 
$920,615;  1912,  $1,850,652;  1913,  approximately  £500,000  ($2,433,- 
250).  American  Consul  W.  J.  Derby,  whose  post  is  at  Dakar,  Sene- 
gal, reports  that  the  exports  of  tin  ore  from  Nigeria  during  1914 
Wfjre  6,174. tons,  rained  at  $3,439,492^  as  against  4,142  tons  during 
ldl3,  va},ij]^  at  $2,76^25.  No  tin  m  block  was  exported  during 
1914.  It  may  be  noted  that  Consul  Derby's  figures  for  the  1913  ex- 
ports are  considerably  in  excess  of  the  estimated  value  of  the  output 
for  that  year  as  given  by  the  Royal  Colonial  Institute.  In  1914,  it 
will  be  seen,  the  exports  registered  a  very  substantial  increase. 

CUaa  the  Third  Coaiitr7  in  f  olnt  of  IrodnetloB. 

American  Consul  General  Thomas  Sammons,  at  Shanghai,  in  his 
annual  report  for  1914,  gives  the  exports  of  tin  in  slabs  from  the 
whole  of  China  (excluding  H(mgkong,  a  British  possession)  during 
that  year  as  7,948  tons,  of  a  value  of  $5,578,992,  as  compared  with 
9,245  tons,  of  a  value  of  $8,094,886,  during  1913.  In  1914  there  were 
no  exports  of  tin  to  the  United  States  from  the  ports  of  China  other 
than  Hong^kong,  and  in  1913  such  exports  amounted  to  only  $5,^88. 
As  stated  m  "  The  Mineral  Industry  During  1913,"  China  ranks  next 
to  the  Federated  Malay  States  and  Bolivia  in  the  production  of  tin. 
This  publication  goes  on  to  say: 

Nearly  all  the  supply  Is  brought  from  Tunnan  to  Hongkong,  where  it  la 
refined  and  shipped  to  Burope  and  America  or  distributed  to  the  Ohinese  mar- 
ket. The  oatpot  of  Yunuao  is  now  hampered  by  limited  water  supply,  difficulty 
of- transport,  and  the  high  cost  of  fuel  and  food. 

Gerninn  Interests  have  eonstructed  a  tin-refining  plant  at  Ko-Chiu  to  turn  out 
50  tons  of  standard  tin  per  day  by  coal-gas  furnacea.  It  has  never  been  fully 
worKed,  as  all  the  coal  baa  to  be  transported  from  Pl-Chi-Chai  by  mules,  but 
as  sooa  as  the  branch  line  is  built  coal  will  be  plentiful,  and  if  water  can  be 
had  the  output  will  probably  exceed  50  tons  per  day.  as  at  present  (1913) 
without  a  refinery  the  output  Is  over  30  tons  per  dny  from  the  native  smelters, 
which  turn  oat  tin  avernging  84  per  cent  pure,  to  be  slUpped  to  Hongkong  for 
refining  In  native  furnaces.  Tin  Is  found  from  the  east  side  of  the  range,  about 
8  miles  from  Aleng-tze,  to  the  western  bank  of  the  Bed  Blver,  an  area  24  miles 
wide  by  about  56  miles  long. 

New  tin  mines  in  South  Clilna  are  to  be  developed  In  the  new  British  terri- 
tory, the  KowIooD  extension,  accortling  to  Vice  Consul  General  A.  Q.  Garletoa, 
ot  HtmglEong.  Some  40  shafts  have  been  sunlc,  and  tin  has  been  obtained  from 
every  one  of  them  in  quantities,  It  is  claimed,  that  leaves  no  doubt  of  the 
mnuneratlve  nature  of  tlie  enterprise;  In  fact,  a  Btiiilts  company  Is  prepared 
to  take  ni^  quantity  of  the  unsmelted  ore  at  .about  $735  per  ton.  It  In  pro- 
posed to  operate  the  tin-bearing  soil  by  dretlges. 

During  1913  the  output  of  tin  from  the  Yunnan  mines  was  placed 
by  the  ti-ade  at  about  14,000  tons,  as  compared  with  about  10,000  tons 
in  1912. 
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Exports  fr«m  Honrkoag. 

In  1914  Hougkong  exported  to  the  United  States  tin  dabs  to  the 
Talue  of  $709,538,  ns  compared  with  $1,033,213  in  the  preceding  year, 
according  to  a  repoi't  submitted  by  Consul  General  Anderson.  The 
values  of  the  1911  and  1912  tin  exports  to  this  country  were  $798,941 
and  $1,404,115,  respectively.  The  exports  previous  to  1911  were  too 
email  to  merit  separate  enumeration  in  the  returns. 

Consul  General  Anderson  says  that  exports  of  tin  from  Hongkong, 
to  all  parts  of  the  world  fell  oif  about  one-third  during  1914,  as 
compared  with  the  preceding  year.  The  figures  of  the  Hongkong 
General  Chamber  of  Commerce  indicate  that  the  shipments  of  tin  in 
slabs  of  112  pounds  each  during  the  three  most  recent  years  for 
which  statistics  arc  available  have  been  as  follows : 


DesUnatloa. 

1913 

1913 

1914 

Blabi. 
27.551 
24.752 
83.772 

$Ja6i. 
3A.70e 
8,047 
82,673 

Bbib$.  '■ 
Z4.Mr 
fi.«44' 
20,803 

m.m 

77.412 

S1.335 

It  should  be  stated  that  these  figures  are  to  a  certain  extent  mis- 
lending,  in  that  a  large  portion  of  the  tin  consigned  to  Europe  is  con- 
signed with  the  option  of  New  York  and  is  diverted  to  the  United 
States  while  en  route  to  Europe.  These  exports  are  credited  to 
Europe  but  are  really  destined  for  the  United  States  in  the  first  place. 

In  China  itself,  Consul  General  Anderson  reports,  there  is  a  decrease 
in  the  use  of  tin  for  ceremonial  purposes  that  is  reflected  in  the 
decreasing  imports,  while  the  increas^  sale  of  Chinese  tin  abroad, 
due  to  widening  sales  connections  and  increased  demand,  is  more 
than  taking  up  the  large  increase  in  production.  The  tin  refined  in 
Hongkong  is  almost  etirely  from  the  mines  in  Yunnan  and  Kwangsi 
Provinces  in  China.  The  refining  business  in  Hongkong  is  controlled 
by  a  few  firms  who  operate  in  connection  with  a  combination  of 
buyers  working  with  Government  interests  in  Yunnan  in  a  way 
practically  to  control  the  output.  The  tin  situation  in  Hongkong, 
Mr.  Anderson  says,  can  be  controlled  by  these  interests  at  any  time, 
but  export  prices  are  fixed,  of  course,  upon  the  basis  of  the  woi*Id*s 
markets.  "■ . 

Dutch  East  Tndies — Australia — Other  Countries. 

In  the  Dutch  East  Indies  there  are  important  tin  deposits,  chiefly 
on  the  islands  of  Banca  and  Billiton.  Consul  B.  S.  Bairden,  at 
Bfttavia,  Java,  reports  that  tlie  production  of  the  Banca  tin  mines  in 
1914  amounted  to  225,284  piciils  (about  15,319  short  tons).  During 
the  year  1913  there  were  sold  at  public  tender  in  Batavia  66,000  slabs 
of  tin.  each  weighing  74.8  pounds,  totaling  4,938,800  pounds,  at  an 
average  of  $0.4261  per  pound. 

Australia  in  1914  exported  $1,334,939  worth  of  tin,  as  compared 
with  $3,262,594  in  1913.  Some  of  the  chief  tin  mines  are  in  Queens- 
land, and  the  production  in  that  State  in  some  representative  years 
since  1881  has  been  as  follows:  18S1.  3.450  tons;  1891,  2.230  tons; 
1901,  1.001  tons;  1900,  4.823  tons;  1907,  5.140  tons;  1908,  4,825  tons; 
1009,  3.320  tons;  1910,  2,953  tons;  1911,  3,091  tons;  1912,  8,230  tons: 
1913,  3.19T  tons. 

In  addition  to  the  countries  previously  discussed,  tin  is  found  in 
Siam,  British  Burma,  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  the  Belgian  Congo, 
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Japan,  Greenland,  Finland,  Chosen  (Korea),  Siberia,  Central  Europe, 
Spain,  Portugal,  France,  Italy,  Scotland,  Ireland,  Mexico,  AlasKai 
South  Dakota,  and  South  Carolina.  The  production  in  these  coun- 
tries, however,  is  comparatively  insignificant  and  merits  no  detailed 
conaderation  at  this  tune. 

ftodaetioa.  Imports,  Szports,  and  CoasnmpUon  In  Prlnolpal  Coimtrlcs. 

According  to  figures  presented  by  the  Metallbank  und  Metallur- 
ffi^he  GeSellschaft,  of  Frankfort  on  the  Main,  Germany,  the  pro- 
duction, inipoHs,  exports,  and  consumption  of  raw  tin  in  Germany  in 
the  years  1896  to  1913  were  as  follows  (in  metric  tons  of  2,204^.6 
pounds) : 


ProdooUan.     Imports.       Ezporta.  CansmnpUoai 
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f,4a 
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Metric 


totu. 

18,757 

13,403 

14,758 

12,613 

12,869 

12,678 

14. 4» 

10,404 

10,387 
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15,800 

14,400 
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17,300 

18,300 

so,aoa 
i^aoB 


Great  Britain's  production,  imports,  exports,  and  consumption  of 
raw  tin  for  eight  yearsj.in  metric  tons,  are  given  by  the  same  source 

as  follows: 


Bmrtta. 

lOOB 

in? 

1908 

190B 

»U 

1911 

1913 

1913 

Uetrk 

ton*. 
4,594 

9,350 

Metric 

lon». 
4,478 

10,020 

Metric 

ton». 
5,133 
11,614 

Metric 

lon». 
6,282 
11,838 

Metric 

tone. 
4,874 
13,055 

Metric 

(071*. 

4,950 

13,850 

Metric 

fone. 
5,340 
13,600 

Mttrie 

font, 
S.300 
16,700 

13,944 
44,305 
904 

14,498 
44,505 

16,747 
48,494 

17,170 
42,393 
458 

17.929 
47,026 

18,800 
46,640 
8,751 

18,900 
43,848 
4,425 

22,000 
46,413 

SadQCt: 

58,153 

50,003 

65,241 

60,021 

64,955 

68,191 

67,173 

08,418 

41,408 

35,096 
3,414 

42.777 
1,935 

43,003 

44.619 
963 

46,318 

45,431 

43,399 
1,588 

CouampUan  (Rpproslnute) 

17,700 

u,ino 

20,600 

17,900 

19.400 

21,S0O 

21,800 

24,400 

The  imports,  exports,  and  consumption  of  raw  tin  by  the  United 
States  are  given  by  the  Metallgesellscnaft  as  follows: 

Bawtto. 
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ConsumpUoD  (ftpprozlniftt*) 

43,700 

39,700 

32,800 

42,800 

49.000 

48,000  1  81.700 

45,000 
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COM HKBCE  BEFOETS. 


The  consumption  of  raw  tin  by  certain  oth&r  of  the  more  impor- 
tant countries  auring  tlie  same  years  is  shown  in  t^e  following  taole ; 
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It  should  be  stated  that  in  the  preceding  tables  there  is  no  calcu- 
lation of  or  allowance  for  the  difference  between  the  consumption  of 
raw  tin  and  the  excess  exports  of  tin  contained  in  tinplates,  tin 
goods,  and  chemical  products.  The  actual  consumption  of  tin,  as 
giv^n  by  the  Metallgcsellschaft  for  five  of  the  principal  countries,  is 
as  follows: 
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Movement  In  Visible  Supplies  of  Tin. 

The  movement  in  the  visible  supplies  of  tin  (inclusive  of  quantities 
afloat)  for  the  latest  seven  normal  years  in  world  trade  is  shown  in 
the  following,  based  on  data  issued  by  Ricard  and  Freiwald  and 
yi,  T.  Sargant  &  Sons,  giving  the  stocks  of  tin  on  December  31: 
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CompaiatlTe  Statement  of  Aveiase  Prices. 

The  following  table  gives  a  comparative  statement  of  the  yearly 
average  prices  of  tin  in  London  and  New  York  in  pounds  sterling 
per  lonff  ton  of  2.240  po -nds  and  in  cents  per  pound.  It  illustrates 
strikingly  the  marked  advance  in  the  value  of  this  metal. 
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IKFOSTS  ASD  EXFOBTS  OF  COPFSS. 

The  imports  and  exports  of  copper  at  the  customs  districts  of  New 
Tork,  Massachusetts,  Philadelphia,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Galveston, 
New  Orleans,  San  Francisco,  Washington,  and  Midkigan  during  the 
week  ended  December  25,  1915,  follow: 

IMPOSTS. 
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DOMESTIC  EXPORTS. 
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JSKf-r^-r:::::::::::::: 

Ponndt. 
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1,907,830 

SHIFFina  HA6NESITE  FBOK  GREECE. 

(Cablegram  Item  Amertcau  legation,  Athens.] 

There  is  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  permission  for  shipments  of 
magnesite  to  America,  out  name  and  approximate  date  of  sailing  is 
necessary  for  application. 

In  its  November  11  issue  the  Cape  Argus,  published  at  Cape  Town, 
South  Africa,  states  that  there  is  a  likelihood  of  the  early  resump- 
tion of  diamond  mining  on  a  limited  scale  at  Kimberloy  and  at  the 
Premier  and  Jagersfontein  mines. 
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FOREKHT  TBADE  0PP0BTUHITIE8. 

[When  addrcsKfl  are  omitted  they  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bamm  or  It*  dlatri«t 

offlcee.] 

Sosiery,  draperies,  sewing  machines,  etc..  No.  19741. — An  American  consular 
officer  in  Canada  reports  that  a  representative  of  a  Qrm  ts  In  the  United 
States  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  hosiery,  drapaies,  sewing  macbineB, 
and  all  lines  sold  In  a  d^rtment  store. 

Hosiery,  No.  19742. — A  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  re- 
ports that  a  business  man  in  Chile  desires  to  purchase  silk,  Un^  and  cotton 
hosiery.  It  is  stated  that  samples  are  desired  tn  preference  to  catalogues. 

Soft  steel  for  cooperage  barrels,  Na  19743.— A  speiMal  agent  of  the  Bureau  re- 
ports that  there  is  a  demand  In  Chile  tar  soft  steel  for  tight  cooperage 
barrels ;  also  for  stave  and  heading  machinery.  Quotations  c.  L  t.  port  ot 
destination  and  catalogues  are  desired. 

Cteneral  represetaatton,  Ho.  19744. — A  r^rt  from  an  American  consular  officer 
states  that  a  man  In  Russia  desires  to  i-cprescnt  American  manufacturers. 
No  particular  line  Is  mentioned.   Correspondence  should  be  in  Russian. 

Machinery,  tnrbtnea,  and  installations  for  handling  malt,  No.  19745. — A  com- 
iiiert'ial  attncli6  of  the  Depurtinent  of  Commerce  reports  tluit  'q'  business 
man  in  Chile  desires  to  represent  firms  manufacturing  machinery  for  flour 
mills  and  breweries,  turbines,  and  Installations  for  handling  malt  Refer- 
ences are  given. 

Sanitary  pails,  No.  1074C. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  In  S^nth 
Africa  states  that  a  municipality  desires  to  purchase  a  supply  of  sanitary 
pails.  Blue  prints  lllustrutlng  the  palls  uiny  be  examined  at  the  Bureau 
or  its  district  offices.    (Refer  to  File  No.  70578.) 

Silver  and  copper  leaf.  No.  19747. — An  American  consular  officer  reports  that 
a  eonuuisslon  firm  in  Portugal  desires  to  purchase  silver  and  copper  leaf, 
iuiitatiug  gold,  similar  to  the  samples  which  may  be  examined  at  the 
Bureau  or  its  district  offices.  (Refer  to  File  Na  70618.)  Prices  and 
samples  are  desired.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  i.  f.  port  of  destination. 
Cash  will  be  paid  against  documents.  Correspondence  should  be  in  Portu- 
guese or  French. 

l£echanical  and  electrical  supplies,  etc.,  No.  19748. — A  report  from  an  American 
consular  officer  in  Spain  states  tlint  a  business  man  desires  to  represent 
muniifiicturers  of  niechaniral  and  electricnl  supplies,  shoe  polish,  leather 
dressing,  toilet  articles,  watches,  etc.  (Correspondence  may  be  In  Spanish, 
French,  or  German. 

Hosiery,  No.  19749. — A  letter  to  the  Bureau  from  a  firm  In  England  states  that  It 
desires  to  commtuiicate  with  manufacturers  of  lisle,  mercerized,  and  silk 

hosiery  for  women. 

Sugar,  flour,  coffee,  No.  19750. — The  Bureau  Is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  firm 
in  (Jreece  st.nting  (hat  it  desires  to  represent  dealers  In  sugar,  fiour,  and 
coffee.    References  are  given. 

Imitation  leather.  No.  10751. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Portugal  reports 
that  fl  firm  is  In  the  market  for  artificial  leather,  made  of  paper  and  cloth, 
of  oil  ci>lors  and  patterns.  Quotations  are  desired  c.  1.  f.  port  of  destination. 
Cash  will  he  paid  again.st  documents.  C^talo^ies  and  samples  are  requested 
as  soon  as  possible.  Correspondence  should  be  in  Portuguese  or  French. 
Sample  of  the  leatlier  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices. 
(Refer  to  File  No.  7061C.) 

Solder,  No.  19752. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer  states  that  a 
man  In  Spain  deslrei  to  act  as  agent  for  ninnnfncturers  of  solder,  for  which 
there  is  a  larp;e  aiul  steady  demand  in  this  district.  Prices  and  terms  are 
doslreil.   Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish.   Iteferences  are  given. 

TVoodicorkiiig  tooln,  knives  for  wood-planing  machines,  etc..  No.  lOT.W. — A  com- 
morcial  anent  of  the  Bureau  reports  that  n  Imslncsa  man  In  South  America 
desires  to  cstablisli  commercial  relations  with  manufacturers  of  knives  or 
bhid(^  of  various  lengths  for  wootl-phinlng  machines.  Iron  tools  for  dove- 
tailing lathes  of  different  dimensions,  iron  tools  fur  making  moldings  ot 
different  designs  and  widths,  and  many  other  woodworking  tools.  Price 
lists  of  machinery  f.  o.  b.  Now  York,  discounts  for  cash  purchases,  and 
catalogues,  In  Siianish,  are  desired. 
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SUIFJCEHT  07  BITTTEB  7R0U  KORWAT. 

[Tetegram  from  American  Consul  Geoeral,  Cbrlatlflnla.  Dee.  31.] 

Tlie  Norwegian  einbar<ro  on  butter  has  been  raised. 


FREE  ASMISSIOn  OF  lUUBEB  US  SAIVABOS. 

[Dlario  OOcIal,  Dec.  15.1 

A  Salvadorian  decree  of  December  14, 1915,  transmitted  by  Consul 
General  Henry  F.  Tennant,  San  Salvador,  exempts  from  import 
duty  rough  timber  and  lumber  in  any  form,  but  such  products  are 
to  be  subject  to  a  fee  of  0.50  peso  per  1,000  feet,  which  is  to  cover  all 
(^istomhouse  charges.  The  reason  for  the  exemption  is  stated  to  be 
the  scarcity  of  building  material  and  the  desirability  of  conserving 
tlic  national  forests.   [Peso  (Oct.  1,  1916)  $0.35.] 


SUSPENSION  OF  BRITISH  PATENT  WORKING  REftXrCEEMENTS. 

Information  has  been  received  through  the  firm  of  Marks  &  C'lerk, 
foreign  patent  and  trade-mark  attorneys  in  New  York,  that  the  opera- 
tion of  section  27  of  the  British  Patents  and  Designs  Act  of  1907  has 
been  suspended  during  the  continuance  of  the  war  and  for  six  months 
thereafter  by  an  act  of  Parliament  dated  Kovember  23,  1915.  The 
flection  referred  to  allows  the  revocation  of  any  patent  not  worked  in 
the  United  Kingdom  within  four  years  after  date  of  granting,  and 
practical  effect  of  its  suspension  is  to  extend  the  period  witliin 
y^im  patents  mnst  be  put  into  actual  operation  in  Great  Britain. 
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BKAZUIAK  BUDQET  LAW  FOA  1916. 

[Commercial  Attach^  Lincoln  Hutchinson,  Not.  14,  1915,  and  Jan.  8,  1918.1 

The  Brazilian  budget  law  for  1916,  in  effect  January  1,  contains 
a  number  of  tariff  changes^  according  to  a  report  made  on  November 
14, 1915,  by  the  commercial  attache  at  Bio  de  Janeiro,  giving  details 
of  the  proposed  measure,  and  a  telegram  dated  January  3, 1916,  re- 
porting tlie  enactment  of  the  law. 

The  duties  on  fencing  wire  and  on  piano  parts  have  been  greatly 
reduced,  while  the  reduced  rates  on  "American  ingot  iron  "  plates, 
rivets,  screws,  etc.,  and  on  Eeuter's  pills,  provided  for  by  the  budget 
law  for  1915  (see  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  16,  p.  75),  have  been  ab- 
rogated. Incandescent  electric  lamps,  formerly  dutiable  at  15  per 
cent  ad  valorem,  are  to  be  subject  to  a  duty  of  2  milreis  per  Kilo 
(about  $0.90  per  kilo,  including  surtax  and  part  payment  in  gold) 
and  the  rate  on  salt  has  been  changed  from  25  reis  per  liter  to  30 
reis  (about  $0,011)  per  kilo.  The  duties  on  materials  for  the  con- 
struction  of  churches  and  on  aeroplanes  are  reduced,  respectively,  to 
8  and  7  per  cent  ad  valorem,  while  textbooks  and  scientific  works  are 
to  be  entirely  exempt  from  duty.  Vegetable  tanning  extracts  are 
classified  under  Tariff  No.  127,  and  are  subject  to  »  duty  of  100  reis 
(about  $0,036)  per  kilo. 

The  proposed  provision  regarding  samples  of  comm^^al  travelers 
(see  Commerce  Keports,  Oct.  2,  1915)  has  been  enacted,  and  such 
samples  are  now  entitled  to  temporary  free  admission  under  bond. 
Another  important  change  is  the  reduction  of  50  per  cent  in  the  duties 
applicable  to  catalogues  and  othw  advertising  matter,  which  was 
also  reported  in  the  previous  article.  The  reduced  rates  on  articles 
made  of  Brazilian  rubber,  provided  for  by  the  budget  law  of  1915, 
have  now  been  definitely  repealed.  The  previous  budget  law,  besides 
providing  for  special  reductions  on  manufactures  of  Para  rubber, 
prescribed  discriminatory  duties  on  articles  made  of  rubber  of  foreign 
origin,  but  neither  the  higher  nor  the  lower  rates  applicable  to  rubber 
gowls  have  actually  been  imposed  since  the  early  part  of  1915,  owing 
to  difficulties  in  the  enforcement  of  the  law. 

A  change  of  considerable  importance,  which  affects  all  dutiable  im- 
ports, is  the  increase  in  the  proportion  of  import  duties  payable  on  a 
gold  basis  from  35  to  40  per  cent,  which  will  result  in  some  increase 
of  duty.  (A  full  explanation  of  the  system  of  payment  of  import 
duties  in  Brazil  is  contained  in  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  Na  17,  p.  118.) 

Besides  the  changes  in  import  duties,  the  law  provides  for  a  gradu- 
ated schedule  of  increased  consumption  taxes  on  cigars,  cigarettes, 
and  snuff,  the  internal  taxes  on  imported  cigars  and  snuff  being  100 
per  cent  higher  than  those  on  domestic  products,  while  those  on  im- 
ported cigarettes  are  still  higher  proportionately. 

The  new  law  authorizes  a  continuance  of  the  preferential  reduc- 
tions of  not  more  than  20  per  cent  (30  per  csnt  in  the  case  of  wheat 
flour)  of  the  import  duties  on  goods  of  countries  which  make  tariff 
c(mces«ons  in  favor  of  characteristic  Brazilian  products..  Although 
no  report  has  yet  been  received  to  the  effect  that  such  reductions  have 
been  extended  to  certain  United  States  products  (see  Foreign  Tariff 
Notes  No.  10,  p.  75),  it  is  presumed  that  this  concession,  which  has 
been  granted  for  some  years,  has  been  renewed  for  the  present  year. 
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[Upon  receipt  of  a  full  report  by  mail,  a  further  article  dealing 
with  Brazilian  tariff  changes  will  be  published  in  Coumbrcb  Rb- 

P0BT8.] 

(Telcemm  from  American  Ambaesndor,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Jan.  1.] 

The  Brazilian  tariff  revision  commission  will  now  consider  changes 
in  the  import  duties  on  manufactures  of  rubber.  The  duty  on  rubber 
tires  will  remain  5  per  cent  ad  valorem  for  the  present.  No  changes 
in  duties  on  rubber  goods  were  made  at  the  last  session  of  the  Bra- 
zilian Congress,  which  adjourned  December  31  and  will  meet  again 
in  May. 

HEW  SWEDISH  TRASHTO  COBFOBATIOVS. 

[Consal  R.  Sf.  RaBmasen,  Ooteborir.  Dec.  14.] 

Simultaneously  with  the  inauguration  of  new  direct  passenger 
steamship  service  between  Goteborg  and  New  York  by  the  Swedish- 
American  Line,  new  commercial  concerns  are  being  organized,  with 
A  view  to  developing  the  importation  of  special  lines  hei'etofore  sup- 
plied by  European  countries  exclusively. 

On  November  16  a  new  Swedish  trading  company,  to  be  known  as 
Aktiebolaget  Transocean  Import,  was  organized,  with  a  paid-up 
capital  of  100,000  crowns  ($26,800)  and  authorized  capital  of  300,000 
crowns  ($80,400),  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  a  trade  in  trans- 
Atlantic  goods.  The  new  company's  headquaiters  will  be  Goteborg, 
with  Hr.  Johan  Albert  Bniun  as  managing  director. 

On  December  2  another  company,  known  as  Aktiebolaget  American 
Import,  was  organized,  with  the  object  of  importing  cotton  knit 
mods  and  kindred  articles.  The  authorized  capital  of  this  company 
IS  30,000  crowns,  and  place  of  business  Goteborg,  Sweden.  The 
board  of  directors  are  Jacob  Zakarias  Cohn,  August  Jacobson,  and 
Amandus  VoUmers. 

CONTEBENCE  OF  nGHTEOUSE  INSFECTOBS. 

The  Secretary  of  Commerce  has  authorized  conferences  of  light- 
house inspectors  to  be  held  in  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Light- 
houses during  the  coming  winter.  These  conferences  are  entirely 
informal  in  character  and  are  devoted  to  discussions  of  technical  ana 
administrative  problems  of  the  Lighthouse  Service,  such  as  systematic 
improvement  of  existing  aids;  cooperation  with  maritime  interests 
and  other  Government  services;  publications,  Notices  to  Mariners, 
light  lists,  buoy  lists;  most  efficient  and  economical  method  of  ninin- 
taming  minor  lights,  beacons,  and  buoys  in  rivers,  bays,  and  sounds ; 
complaints,  how  treated;  suggestions,  how  dealt  with;  improvements 
in  construction;  new  or  improved  devices;  repairs  and  docking  of 
vessels,  etc. 

Additional  topics  along  the  same  general  lines  may  be  discussed. 
Maritime  bodies  or  shipmasters  intei"ested  in  aids  to  navigation  desir- 
ing to  present  suggestions  for  consideration  are  invited  hy  the  Sec- 
retary to  submit  them  in  writing,  addressed  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Lighthouses,  Washington,  D.  C,  at  any  time  prior  to  January  20, 
1916. 
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EKPLOTEBS*  LIABILITT  ACT  IH  ABOEHTIHA. 

[BoIetfD  Oaclal,  Oct  21.1 

Argentina  has  adopted  an  employers*  liability  act  which  extends 
protection  to  all  employees  receiving  not  more  than  3,000  pesos 
($1^74)  annually  who  work  in  factories  or  any  establishment  where 
power  is  used.  The  law  applies  also  to  employers  of  labor  on  build- 
ings, railways,  harbors,  dikes,  and  canals;  in  mines  and  quarries;  in 
transportation,  loading  and  unloading;  in  the  nianufacture  and  use 
of  explosives,  inflammable  material,  and  electricity;  in  telephone, 
telegraph,  and  lighting  service;  in  lumbering;  and  in  agriculture 
where  this  involves  the  use  of  motors.  Employers  may  insure  their 
workmen  against  accident,  provided  the  benefits  are  not  le^  than 
those  specihed  in  this  law. 

'  In  case  of  the  death  or  absolute  and  permanent  incapacity  of  a. 
workman  due  to  the  circumstances  of  his  employment,  an  employer 
must  pay  to  the  workman's  family  a  sum  equivalent  to  1,000  days' 
pay  at  the  average  rate  received  by  the  workman  prior  to  the  acci- 
dent, the  total  sum  not  to  exceed  0,000  pesos  ($-2.5.»7).  In  cuse  of 
partial  and  periDanent  incapacity,  the  workman  siiall  receive  a 
thousand  times  the  reduction  made  in  his  daily  wage.  For  tem- 
porary incapacity  the  workman  shall  receive  half  his  usual  wage, 
and  if  the  incapacity  lasts  more  than  a  year  it  shall  be  considered  as 
permanent,  and  compensation  shall  be  made  accordingly.  Employers 
are  also  made  liable  for  cases  of  illness  or  death  due  to  the  nature 
of  the  work  required,  and  later  decrees  are  to  be  issued  enumerating 
the  professional  diseases  coining  under  the  provisions  of  this  law. 

BEFOfiTS  HONGEONO'S  FINANCES  IN  GOOD  SHAPE. 

[Consnl  Oenpnl  Gcorfte  E.  AnderraD,  Hongkong,  Oct.  IS.] 

In  presenting  the  annual  biidget  to  the  legislative  council  of  the 
colony  of  Hongkong  on  Oct(»ber  15,  Gov.  Sir  Henry  May  reported 
that,  all  things  considered,  the  finances  of  the  colony  were  in  good 
shape.  The  estimates  of  revenue  for  1916  include  increases  from 
the  opium  monopoly  and  from  inci-eased  stamp  duties,  other  items 
including  royalty  from  the  local  tram  line  and  increases  from  various 
Government  fees.  Increased  expenditures  are  provided  for  the  acqui- 
sition and  rearrangement  of  harbor  moorings  in  Hongkong  harbor, 
and  for  other  items.  Decreased  expenditures  are  expected  in  most 
lines  of  governmental  activity,  especially  in  the  department  of  public 
works,  whore  waterworks  extensions  and  work  on  roads  and  pave- 
ments are  to  be  reduced  to  the  lowest  point  consistent  with  under- 
takings in  hand  and  real  economy. 

SPAIN'S  IMPOETS  OF  CEREALS  IN  ONE  UONTH. 

[Conmil  General  Carl  Bnilpy  Hurst,  Barcelona,  Dec.  2.] 

Spanish  customhouse  statistics  just  published  show  that  15,657 
metric  tons  (2,204  pounds  each)  of  wheat  from  the  United  States 
entered  Spain  and  the  Balearic  Islands  during  October,  1915,  of 
which  8,845  tons  were  discharged  at  the  port  of  Barcelona.  The 
wheat  received  at  Bat^lona  was  all  shipped  from  Galveston.  In 
ddition  to  the  foregoing,  27,708  metric  tons  of  barley,  rye,  and 
rn  were  imported  during  October  from  points  in  South  America.^ 
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OCEAN  PBEieHT  BATES. 

[Consul  General  £.  D.  Wlnslow.  Copenbafren,  Denmark,  Dec.  6.] 

The  freight  market  has  the  some  firm  character  that  has  prevailed 
for  the  past  year.  In  many  instances  rates  are  higher.  Kegarding 
the  imimdiate  future  the  brokers  see  no  indication  of  a  drop  of  any 
consequence. 

The  general  situadon  is  favorable  for  shipowners.  Time  charters 
are  a  ^ood  barometer  to  gauge  futui-e  rates  by,  and  only  last  week 
a  Danisli  steamer  of  2,200  tons  was  chartered  for  the  season  of  1916 
by  an  American  firm  for  £-2,700  ($13,140)  per  month.  This  charter 
runs  from  March,  1916,  to  April,  1917,  and  the  boat  will  earn  mora 
than  its  cost  price  during  the  life  of  this  time  charter. 

Coal  freights  from  British  ports  to  Danish  ports  are  about  22s. 
jshilling=24.3  cents)  per  ton:  not  high  con.sidering  other  positions. 
Freight  rates  for  coal  from  British  ports  to  Mediterranean  ports, 
however,  are  very  high — 54s.  per  ton  from  Cardiff  to  Genoa.  As  high 
as  608.  per  ton  is  now  asked.  To  Bouen  a  rate  on  coal  is  quoted  at 
22s.  per  ton,  to  Marseille  50s.,  to  Bordeaux  38s.,  and  to  Algiers  40s. 

In  this  connection  it  is  of  interest  for  American  coal  exporters  to 
know  that  a  3,000-ton  steamer  has  been  chartered  for  coal  to  Rio  de 
Janeiro  frum  a  British  port  at  42s.  per  ton,  and  to  the  River  Plata 
several  steamers  of  4^000  to  4,600  tons  have  been  chai-tered  at  40s. 
per  ton.  This  is  considered  good  business,  as  coffee  and  grain  cargoes 
can  be  obtained  in  return  at  remunerative  rates. 

From  Ametica  to  Denmark*  exceptional  freight  rates  are  paid.  A 
charter  was  made  the  fii%t  week  in  December  from  Baltimore  for 
grain  at  17s.  per  quarter.  From  Gulf  ports  rates  are  quoted  at  80 
to  85  shillings  net  charter  to  Danish  ports. 


FROrOSED  IKCEEASE  IK  FRENCH  HEBCHAin:  KABOE. 

The  following  is  a  translation  of  a  statement  published  in  the  news- 
papers of  Havre  as  an  official  conmiunication : 

In  onler  to  correct  the  rise  in  prices  of  koo<1s  imported  into  France  (coal, 
sugar,  grain,  et(;.),  nn  Increase  duo  epecinlly  to  the  exorbitant  freight  rates,  the 
Government  haa  deemed  that  It  is  indispensable  to  increase  the  trnusportation 
capacity  of  our  coniniercljil  fleet. 

Tills  increase  of  fncilities  will  be  accomplished  by  the  immediate  chartering, 
to  be  folluweil  by  no<]ulsltioii  at  the  end  xxt  hostilities,  of  a  fleet  of  cargo  vessels 
represeming  about  200,000  tons. 

Tbc  mnigore  under  consideration  presents  an  Interest  of  the  first  order.  It 
wUI  result  In  assuring  more  easily  during  the  war  the  rerlctunling  of  the 
country  while  exercising  a  relating  action  on  freights,  Furtliermore,  on  the 
conclusion  of  peace.  It  will  put  at  the  disposition  of  the  merchant  marine  new 
units  which  it  would  be  diiRcult  for  It  to  procure  directly  and  which  will  permit 
It  to  reestablish  entirely  the  former  navipition  services,  and  without  doubt 
take  the  places  left  free  by  tiie  exclusion  of  the  enemy  flags. 

It  is  with  this  idea  that  the  Government  has  authorizeil  Mr.  IjOuIs  Nail, 
under  secretary  of  state  for  the  navy,  to  prepare  a  bill  which  will  shortly  be 
suhmlttecl  to  the  deliberation  of  I'arliament  after  an  understanding  with  the 
"itotoers  of  the  navy  ami  of  tinnnce. 


AUEBICAir  BEEE  FOB  INDIA. 

Consul  James  Oliver  I^in^  reports  from  Karachi,  India,  that  a 
nrm  in  that  city  had  just  given  a  trial  order  for  1,000  cases 
■"iwrican  beer.  ^  . 
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STEAMSHIP  UNES  OFEBAHHO  OUT  OF  COIQH. 

{Consul  Jnllas  D.  Dretaer,  Colon,  Panama,  Dec.  8.] 

The  steamship  lines  operating  out  of  the  port  of  Colon,  Panama, 
now  dock  their  vessels  in  the  adjoining  town  of  Cristobal,  Canal 
Zone,  where  extensive  wharves  have  recently  been  built.  These  lines 
are  as  follows : 

The  Panama  Railroad  Steamship  Line  operates  a  weekly  service 
between  New  York  and  Cristobal-Colon,  a  ship  sailing  from  each 
of  these  two  ports  every  Thursday.  The  six  vessels  of  this  line  carry 
passengers,  freight,  and  mails.  No  copies  of  the  frei^t  rates  are 
kept  at  this  port  for  distribution,  but  these  rates  and  schedules  of 
sailings  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  traffic  department, 
Panama  Railroad  Steamship  Line,  24  State  Street,  New  York. 

The  United  Fruit  Co.'s  steamers,  which  carry  passengers,  freight, 
and  mail,  sail  from  Cristobal-Colon  every  Monday  for  New  York 
via  Habana,  Cuba;  every  Thursday  for  New  York  via  Kingston, 
Jamaica;  and  every  Sunday  for  New  Orleans  direct,  and  also  via 
Bocas  del  Toro,  Panama,  and  Habana,  Cuba.  Ships  of  this  line 
arriving  at  Colon  from  New  York  sail  once  a  week  for  Cartagena, 
Porto  Colombia,  and  Santa  Marta,  Colombia;  and  twice  a  we^ 
for  Bocas  del  Toro,  Panama,  and  Port  Limon,  Costa  Rica.  These 
vessels  return  to  Colon  before  sailing  for  New  York,  to  which  port 
they  take  cargoes  of  bananas:  and  other  products  of  the  countries 
at  whose  ports  they  call*  Freight  rates  may  be  obtained  from  the 
company's  New  York  office  (traffic  department),  17  Battery  Place. 

Vessels  for  Liverpool  and  Bristol — ^IFrenoh  line. 

The  Elders  &  Fyffes  Line,  which  is  operated  by  the  United  Fruit 
Co.,  has  a  ship  sailing  every  other  Saturday  from  Colon,  via  Kings- 
ton, Jamaica,  for  Bristol,  England,  carrying  chiefly  bananas. 

The  Leyland  &  Harrison  Line  publishes  no  sailing  schedules  from 
Colon,  and  on  acoimt  of  the  war  sailings  are  so  irregular  that  no 
dates  can  be  set  in  advance  of  the  arrival  of  the  vessels  from  the 
terminal  port  of  Liverpool.  The  vessels  of  this  line  carry  little  or  no 
freight  from  Colon,  except  such  as  originates  at  ports  on  the  Pacific 
coast,  for  which  the  rates  continually  vary. 

On  account  of  conditions  prevailing  in  Europe,  no  schedules  of 
sailings  are  printed  by  the  Compagnie  Generale  Transatlantique 
(French  line),  and  the  freight  rates,  which  are  subject  to  chan^  at 
any  time,  are  regarded  as  confidential.  The  ports  for  which  this  line 
has  generally  received  freight  are:  Porto  Colombia,  Colombia;  Porto 
<'abeIlo,  I^  Giinira,  and  Carupano,  Venezuela;  Martinique;  Guade- 
loupe; Santiinder,  Spnin;  and  Havre,  Bordeaux,  St.  Nazaire,  and 
Marseille,  France.  This  company  has  usually  maintained  a  fort- 
nightly service  from  Colon,  but  under  existing  conditions  any  or  all 
sailings  may  be  postponed  or  canceled  at  any  tmie. 
War  Interferes  with  Sailings  for  Enrope. 

The  local  agent  of  the  Royal  Mail  Steam  Packet  Co.  states  that 
sailings  from  Colon  are  as  circumstances  warrant,  and  that  no  sched- 
ules are  issued.  In  normal  times  the  line  accepted  freight  for  almost 
any  destination,  but  owing  to  existing  conditions  freight  is  accepted 
only  for  London. 

At  present  no  schedules  of  the  sailings  of  La  Veloce  (Italian)  Line 
are  issued  and  freight  rates  can  not  oe  quoted  on  a  c^nite  boos. 
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This  company  has  usually  had  a  sailing  once  a  month  from  Colon 
to  Genoa,  Italy,  but  the  ^tuation  is  now  such  that  nothing  can  be 
guaranteed  Trim  respect  to  sailings,  rates,  or  ports  of  call  on  the  ivay 
to  Grenoa. 

The  Compania  Transatlantica  Barcelona  (Spanish  linej  main- 
tains a  monthly  service  from  Colon  for  the  transshipment  of  freight 
from  the  Pacific  coast  ports  of  North  and  South  America.  The  rates 
are  reearded  as  confidential.  The  agents  of  this  line  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal.,  are  Garcia  &  Magginni. 

The  J.  J.  Luckenbach  Steamship  Line,  which  has  been  operating 
through  the  Panama  Canal,  is  now  transferring  freight  over  the 
Panama  Railroad,  the  sailings  of  the  ships  from  Colon  to  New  York 
bein^  irregular.  Particulars  regarding  sailings,  rates,  etc.,  may  be 
obtained  by  addressing  the  Luckenbach  Steai^hip  Line,  42  White- 
hall Street,  New  York. 


AHEBICAB  COHSULAB  OFSIGESS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  fsl&d  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Nam*. 

Tost. 

Expira- 
tlon  of 
ventM. 

Address, 

Vera  Crai,  HtTlco  

Maracalbo.  Venwuela. 
San  hnla  Potosi, 
Ucxko. 

Jan.  31 
Jan.  31 

Feb.  1 
Feb.  17 
Feb.  13 

Department  or  State,  Washinftton,  D.  C 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestfc  Cotn- 

merce.    Room   409,  Customhouse, 

New  York,  N.Y. 
Wlnphe^ter,  Ind. 
153  Church  Street,  Mobne,  Ala. 
lOOS  Morlh  Bush  Street,  Santa  Ana,  CaL 

* 

•  Consul  Wllbert  I*  Bonney  ahall  visit  San  Francisco,  Los  Anselos,  and  fian  Dieifo,  Cal.. 
and  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  and  will  advise  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  In  each  of  these  cities  of 
Us  arrival  and  address.   

SPANISH  FBmTS  AND  NTTTS. 

[Consul  General  Carl  Hurst,  Barcelona,  Dec  3.] 

Spain's  average  production  of  almonds,  raisins,  and  certain  fruits 
amounts  to  $23,058,000  in  value  annually  and  is  detailed  as  follows: 
Oranges,  $13,858,200;  lemons,  $279,000;  raisins,  $2,341,800;  pome- 
granates, $145,800;  almonds,  $4,699,800;  and  figs,  $1,733,400. 

If  to  this  amount  be  added  about  $720,000  worth  of  eider  and 
about  $8,100,000  worth  of  hazelnuts  and  other  nuts  and  fruits,  the 
value  of  Spain's  crops  in  this  line  would  average  annually  about 
$32,000,000. 

RESULTS  OF  FOBEION  TBASE  OPPORTUNITIES. 

American  Consul  General  Fred  D.  Fisher,  Tientsin,  China,  repoi*ts 
that  as  a  result  of  the  publication  of  Foreign  Trade  Opportunity 
No.  18275,  in  Commerce  Eepoiits,  a  firm  in  his  district  is  now 
negotiating  with  a  firm  in  the  United  States  for  the  supply  of  6,00^ 
square  feet  of  cai-pets  per  month. 
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&KEBIGAHS  GAPTTOE  MACHIHEEY  ORBEB  IN  CHIHA. 

The  Chinese  Government  has  decided  to  equip  two  cotton  mills  with 
American  machinery  and  has  placed  orders  with  American  manu- 
facturers and  builders  for  machinery  and  plants  valued  at  more  than 
$700,000.  The  action  of  the  Government  is  particularly  gratifying 
to  American  manufacturers  of  textile  machinery  and  power  equip- 
ment, because  it  was  taken  after  a  careful  consideration  of  the  clainos 
of  rival  concerns  in  European  countries  and  because  it  means  a  royal 
entrance  to  a  market  that  will  be  inviting  for  many  years  to  c(Mne. , 

The  negotiations  between  the  Chinese  Government  and  the  Ameri- 
can concerns  were  conducted  with  the  assistance  of  Commercial  At- 
tach4  Julean  H.  Arnold,  who  was  the  iirst  to  call  the  opportunity  to 
the  attention  of  American  manufacturera.  "Sir.  Arnold  represents 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  in  China. 

The  desirability  of  manufacturing  more  cotton  goods  at  home  has 
long  been  urged  by  progressive  Chinese.  China  itself  is  the  largest 
market  for  cotton  yarn  in  the  world  and  the  second  largest  market 
for  piece  goods,  the  imports  of  all  cotton  goods  in  1913  being  valued 
at  no  less  than  $133,000,000,  a  great  part  of  which  came  from  Japan 
and  India.  The  Government  wishes  to  manufacture  these  iroods  at 
home. and  is  taking  an  active  part  in  establishing  mills.  There  arc 
now  only  1,000.000  spindles  in  China,  as  compared  with  2,500,000  in 
Japan,  88,000,000  in  the  United  States,  and  02,000,000  in  England. 
It  is  estimated  that  at  present  25  to  50  more  mills  of  50,000  spindles 
each  could  find  all  the  orders  they  could  possibly  fill. 

The  two  new  mills  are  to  be  erected  at  Shanghai  and  Tientsin,  and 
the  Government  is  interested  to  the  extent  of  40  per  cent  of  the 
capital  involved.  Each  mill  is  to  be  equipped  with  25,000  spindles, 
the  order  for  which  has  been  placed  with  the  Saco-Lowell  Shops,  of 
Boston.  The  contract  for  power  equipment  for  the  two  mills  has  also 
been  placed  in  America  and  the  actual  superintendence  wil(  be 
American. 


NEW  TAXATION  FLAN  STJBUITTEI)  IN  CHILE. 

American  Ambassador  Henry  P.  Fletcher  at  Santiago,  Chile,  has 
forwarded  the  report  of  the  miance  committee  of  the  Chamber  of 
Deputies  of  Chile,  on  the  new  taxation  plan  in  that  country,  and  the 
bill  which  it  recommends.  The  latter  is  accompanied  by  an  Kngli^ 
translation,  while  the  original  Spanish  document,  received  from 
Santiago,  includes  also  the  report  of  the  committee.  Special  atten- 
tion is  called  to  the  portion  of  the  bill  relating  to  export  taxes  on 
copper,  iron  ore,  manganese,  borates,  etc.  The  Minister  of  Finance 
asked  for  the  immediate  consideration  of  the  measure,  so  that  the 
Government  might  proceed  with  the  preparation  of  the  budget  for 
the  coming  year  with  a  knowledge  of  what  revenues  it  could  count 
upon.  One  paragraph  of  the  new  bill  imposes  a  tax  on  the  machinery 
and  plant  or  every  mdu^rial  enterprise. 

The  copies  in  both  Spanish  and  English  may  be  inspected  on  appli- 
cation to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  dis- 
trict offices.   Befer  to  file  Na  69432. 
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BSStJXTS  07  L&ffT  TEA  BEASOH. 

(T^ondon  and  China  Telegrapb,  Nov.  29.] 

Now  that  the  tea  season  has  clo^  details  are  available  of  one  of 
the  most  remarkable  years  in  the  history  of  the  industry.  The  quan- 
tity exported  during  the  12  months  by  the  various  producing  coun- 
tries rose  from  754,500,000  pounds  to  802,000,000  pounds.  India 
again  exceeded  its  largest  crop,  the  exports  (306,677,100  pounds) 
being  13.000,000  pounds  more  than  in  1913-14.  Of  this  total,  the 
United  Kingdom  took  224,011^00  pounds,  against  1%,352,600  pounds 
in  the  preceding  year,  an  addition  of  double  the  increase  in  the  crop. 
The  increased  use  of  tea  in  Russia  has  been  exceptionally  large,  its 
imports  for  the  vear  just  closed  amounting  to  121,390,000  pounds, 
against  05,430,244  pounds  in  1913-14.  These  figures  are  taken  from 
a  lettet  reviewing  the  events  of  the  year  by  Messrs.  Brooke,  Bond 
&Co. 

Keriew  of  Tea  Season  in  Tarloni  Ooiuttriei. 

The  following  extracts  from  Messrs.  Bi-ooke,  Bond  &  Co.'s  review 
will  be  of  interest : 

A  coiisidproblu  expun»il<tti  in  the  Jnvn  crop  was  anti<'Ipate<l  this  ycnr,  but 
owing  t'l  tliL'  protrnctwl  ilrouKlit  in  1014  the  increnw  wsis  mudi  smaller  than 
was  cxixMleil.  Dnrinj,'  lOlT),  iKnvever.  thore  has  been  n  Hutwtniitinl  increase, 
owing  i»:irHy  to  fiivoriible  uwitlier,  ami  partly  to  new  land  eomiir^  into  bearing. 
Tlip  total  I'xiMirts  for  llie  year  amoiinteil  to  nearly  72,000,000  iKituuls.  ngnlust 
about  6r>,0(«),(HK)  iwimils  in  1913-14.  Owing  to  the  war,  exports  have  tliietuated 
very  nm<-Ii.  IHirlnK  the  Inst  six  montlis  of  1914  (Jreat  Britain  received  more, 
l)ut  durln;;  the  tlrst  six  iiiontlis  of  1915  eonsiderabty  less  than  during  Ibe  cor- 
r»<I)ondinf;  niontlin  of  the  jirevious  years.  Hiissin  took  less  in  1914,  but  during 
tbeBtx  months  of  1915  her  ImiK>rti  were  nearly  df>uble  those  of  the  Ilrst  lialf  of 
1914.  Austrnlift  also  tooli  nioi"e.   The  quality  on  the  whole  was  atM>ut  average. 

SaiDutra  continues  to  supply  ^ootl  ten.  ami  Is  Itmkeil  on  with  favor  by  lio- 
portei-8.  As  time  Koe.s  on  Java  and  Siiiiiutra  will  probably  take  a  more  and 
more  important  iMisition  anioiii;  the  tea-pn«lueing  countries  of  the  world.  The 
area  now  under  tea  In  Sumatra  Is  only  8,0iK)  acres,  but  there  Is  plenty  of  room 
for  expansion. 

The  Japan  tea  trade  varies  very  little  from  year  to  year,  whieli  seems  strange 
vhen  we  consider  how  enterprlsius  the  Japanese  are  in  most  matters.  During 
the  year  about  4,250,000  iwunds  more  tea  were  exported  than  In  the  pre\ious 
year,  but  ihe  whole  nmount  was  less  than  in  191'2-i;J  and  considerably  less  than 
in  1911-12.  As  usual,  almost  the  whole  went  to  the  United  States  and  Cuniidn, 
with  alM>ut  1,500.000  jwunds  to  China  and  the  Strairs  Kettleiiients.  In  Canada 
there  wns  a  keen  demand  for  green  tea  from  Japan,  as  very  little  could  be 
obtained  from  Ceylon.  Tliere  is  a  good  market  for  Jaiwiu  tea  In  North  America, 
but  jTrowei-s  must  pay  attention  to  ()tiality  rather  llian  (luanllty. 

For  some  time  past  the  trade  in  Cliina  tea,  so  far  as  the  IMiitetl  Kingdom  was 
fonwrneU,  hajs  been  coiisldci'ed  by  many  writers  as  being  in  a  moribund  condition. 
This  year,  however,  It  lias  shared  In  the  general  prosiwrity  which  has  resulted 
from  the  increased  demand  for  alt  tea.  When  war  was  declared  Oliluese  nier- 
clants  BuircretX  as  well  as  others;  4,000,000  pounds  of  black  tea  destined  for 
Enropewere  stopped  in  ports  of  transit  and  about  3,000,000  pounds  intended  for 
the  Danlaueiles  had  to  be  reshipped  for  Vladivostok.  Conditions,  however, 
npiiily  improved,  and  exports  from  China  reachetl  189,250.000  iwunds  during 
•ne  year,  as  against  169,298,000  pounds  In  1913-14.  The  United  KIngtlom, 
Australia,  the  United  States,  tmd  Russia  all  took  more  than  in  the  previous  year. 
The  Chinese  Government,  realizing  the  necessity  of  Improving  the  methods  of 
tea  culture,  has  appolnteil  exfterts  in  tlie  chief  protlucing  districts  to  supervise 
growing  and  manufacture  of  the  tea  and  to  stop  artificial  coloring.  Help 
■M  advice  are  given  to  the  farmers,  and  rewards  are  offered  for  well^rown  and 
5^^aiade  tea.  The  tax  has  alBo  been  lowered  as  an  encouragonent  to 
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IHFOBTS  OF  ALE  AHD  BEEB  IHTO  BUBlUu 

[Consul  M.  K.  Moorhead,  Rangoon.  Not.  1.] 

Since  the  outbreak  of  war  the  imports  of  ale  and  beer  into  Burma 
have  shown  a  marked  decrease.  During  the  fiscal  year  ended  March 
31,  1915,  ale,  beer,  and  porter  were  imported  from  all  foreign  coun- 
tries to  a  value  of  only  $399,340,  compared  with  $816,170  during  the 
preceding  year.  Imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  declined  from 
$652,550  to  $317,630;  those  from  Germany  from  $158,510  to  $63,740. 
From  Japan,  however,  imports  rose  from  $2,860  to  $11,480.  The 
United  States  also  showed  an  increase  from  $1,360  to  $2,890. 

At  the  outbreak  of  war  there  were  large  supplies  of  English  and 
German  beer  in  the  hands  of  Rangoon  dealers.  The  closing  of  the 
German  market,  the  sudden  rise  in  freight  rates,  and  shortage  of 
ships  caused  imports  to  decline  rapidly  during  the  first  five  months 
of  the  war.  By  the  opening  of  the  year  1915  supplies  began  to  run 
short  and  the  trade  from  then  on  showed  considerable  recovery. 
During  the  twelve  months  ^ded  September  30, 1915,  imports  of  ale, 
beer,  and  porter  through  the  port  of  Rangoon  were  valued  at 
$388,130,  compared  with  $714,190  during  the  period  October  1,  1913, 
to  September  30,  1914.  The  imports  during  the  two  years  ended 
September  30,  1914  and  1915,  by  coxmtries,  were : 


Coonlrles. 

Year  end»d  Sept.  30, 
1S14. 

Year  ended  Sept.  30^ 
1915. 

Qoantltr. 

Volos. 

Quantity. 

Valos. 

OaTUma. 

1.030,934 
178, »44 
0,804 
2,263 

SS61,520 
146, 2£0 

3,880 
2, 180 

Oattoiu. 
573, 196 

1328,100 

76,562 
5,272 

17,868 
3,592 
3,305 

41,470 
5,840 
13,710 

2,350 

HoUand  

6U 

360 

I,a09,5Sl 

714,190 

679,784 

388,130 

Great  Inereate  In  In^orts  of  Japanese  Beer. 

"While  imports  of  beer  from  the  United  States  dtiring  the  year  ended 
September  30,  1915,  increased  by  $3,660  to  a  total  of  $5,840;  during 
the  same  period  the  imports  of  Japanese  beer  increased  from  $3,880 
to  $41,470.  This  remarkable  increase  is  due  to  a  very  extensive  cam- 
paign of  advertising  in  local  newspapers,  on  signboards,  and  in 
theater  programs  and  moving-picture  houses.  American  beer  is 
superior  to  Japanese  and  English  lager  beers,  but,  being  practically 
unlknown,  its  sale  will  continue  to  ue  small,  unless  the  American 
manufacturers  are  willing  to  advertise  extensively. 

The  imports  of  ale,  beer,  and  porter  into  Burma  from  the  prin- 
cipal countries  during  the  five  years  (year  ended  March  31)  from 
1911  to  1915  were: 


Coontriesof  origin. 

1911 

1913 

»U 

mi 

Unllftd  Kingdom: 

7Si,m 
(300,430 

123,471 
194,190 

773,656 
S40O,47O 

136,389 
tl07,SW 

1.004,381 
S668,640 

212,334 
UOO.Ott 

1,14«,M7 

tssi,uo 

100,392 

018, 92S 
S317,«30 

Ganimny: 
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1911 

1913 

1913 

1914 

1«U 

{■pan: 

ISO 

too 

950 

reo 

3,9S7 
n,860 

7fll 
1390 

750 
S740 

9, 181 
15,780 

4,724 
»,860 

1,441 

«i,3ao 

1,]IM 
SS90 

2Q,93S 
111,480 

2,993 
S2,S90 

4,844 

$3,eoo 

ITnited  Stmta: 

3,5M 
13,020 

4,948 
S2,9aO 

AH  otber  cotmtrleK 

Total: 

SSI, coo 

H88,270 

918,407  !l,  227. 397 
(£14,030  1744,790 

1,348,069 
SSM,  170 

rai.eis 

1399, 3«> 

An  inquiry  from  an  American  manufacturer  for  connections  in 
Kangoon,  for  the  sale  of  beer  and  ale,  was  referred  to  the  principal 
dealers.  In  response,  several  Kangoon  firms  stated  that  they  were 
interested. 


BRITISH  COLTTHBIA  SHIFFINO  NOTES. 

[Cmsol  General  R.  R  HanBfleld,  Tanconver,  Canada,  Dec.  10.1 

It  is  aiinonnced  thnt  the  hendqiiai-ters  of  the  Robert  Dollar  Steam- 
slup  Co.  will  be  transferred  from  Seattle  to  Vancouver,  adding  an- 
other importiiiit  sliipping  company  to  tlie  number  already  maintsiin- 
ing  headquarters  in  this  port.  The  Robert  Dollar,  the  first  vessel  of 
the  fleet  to  cross  the  Pacific  from  the  Orient  since  the  transfer  of  the 
company's  home  port,  ari'ived  on  December  1  with  5,000  tons  of  gen- 
eral cargo  for  Vancouver,  and  2,000  tons  for  Victoria,  B.  C. 
Kelease  of  Empress  Llae  Steamers— Heavy  Pacific  TrafBo. 

Vancouver  shippers  welcome  the  news  of  the  return  to  the  Pacific 
trade  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  liners.  A  triweekly  service 
to  the  Orient  will  in  all  probability  be  resumed,  which  will  greatly 
assist  in  eliminating  the  congestion  of  traffic  at  all  ports  on  the  route. 
The  Japanese  lines.  Nii>pon  and  Osaka,  which  between  them  maintain 
a  weekly  service,  will  find  competition,  as  will  the  Blue  Funnel  Line, 
operating  a  monthly  service.  These  three  lines  have  been  handling 
large  quantities  of  silk  during  the  past  year,  but  the  return  of  the 
Canadian  liners  will  bring  greater  competition  in  the  oriental  trade 
to  this  coast. 

■  First-class  passenger  travel  at  present  is  very  heavy,  and  the  ships 
operating  find  it  impossible  to  accommodate  all  applicants.  The 
great  demand,  however,  is  for  cargo  space.  In  all  warehouses  on  this 
coast  thei-e  are  thousands  of  tons  of  freight  awaiting  shipment  to 
the  Orient.  The  Canadian  Pacific  liners  {Empress  of  Asia,  Empress 
of  Russia,  etc.),  while  not  large  cargo  carriers,  will  assist  in  relieving 
the  congestion. 

CANADIANS  USE  SEA-LION  HIDES  FOR  LEATHER. 

[Consul  O.  (tflflord  Marsh,  detailed  aa  vice  consul  at  OUuwn,  <'iinnda.] 

On  account  of  the  growing  demand  for  leather,  by  reason  of  war 
conditions,  the  hunting  of  sea  lions  and  the  use  of  sea-lion  hides  for 
leather  are  proposed  as  new  industries  for  the  Canadian  Pacific 
coast.  It  is  reported  that  a  factory  in  British  Columbia  has  made 
6ome  excellent  gloves,  belting,  and  other  leather  articles  fi-om  sea- 
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TH£  on  IHBTrSIBT  OF  TBISIDAD. 

[Consal  Andrew  J.  McConnlco.] 

There  have  been  noteworthy  developments  in  the  oil  industi^  ci 
Trinidad,  British  West  Indies,  during  the  past  year.  Two  or  the 
larger  companies  hare  made  marked  advances,  and  now  may  be  said 
to  be  established  on  a  firm  basis. 

The  United  British  West  Indies  Petroleum  Syndicate  at  Point 
Fortin  is  ready  to  supply  oil  fuel  under  contract,  and  several  such 
contracts  have  been  closed.  Lately  a  number  of  ocean  vessels  also  have 
called  to  replenish  their  supply  of  oil  fuel,  obtained  from  this  com- 
pany. Only  a  few  weeks  ago  a  well  was  sunk  which  proved  to  be 
very  valuable,  the  flow  from  the  gusher  being  about  6,000  barrels 
per  hour. 

The  Trinidad  Leaseholds  (Ltd.),  anotlier  big  company,  is  at 
present  actively  engnfred  in  laying  pipe  lines  for  the  transpoi-tn^ion 
of  its  oils  from  the  Morne  L'Knfer  reserve  via  Fyzabad  to  Pointe-a- 
Pierre,  near  San  Fernando,  where  a  pier  300  feet  long  has  already 
been  constructed.  The  harbor  at  this  point  is  very  suitable  for  the 
anchorage  of  ocean  vessels  while  obtaining  supplies  of  oil  fuel. 

The  Central  Oilfields  (Ltd.),  at  Tabaquite,  is  largely  interested 
in  refining  petrol  and  kerosene,  the  oils  at  this  place  being  of  a 
paraffin  basis.  It  ships  regularly  to  points  in  British  Guiana  and 
the  West  Indies,  besides  supplying  a  great  deal  for  local  consumption. 

Extensive  Use  of  Oil  locally. 

The  fuel  oils  produced  in  Trinidad  are  being  used  to  some  extent 
by  the  British  Admiralty,  filling  all  the  necessary  requirements,  and 
within  the  lost  year  the  use  of  the  oils  locally  for  fuel  purposes  has 
made  some  advances.  A  few  of  the  larger  sugar  factories  have  in- 
stalled oil-burning  appliances,  and  the  Trinidad  Electi'ic  Co.  (Ltd.), 
which  supplies  power  and  light  to  the  tramway  company  and  electric- 
Kghting  company  of  Port  or  Spain,  is  now  convertmg  its  boilers  and 

Slant  to  use  fuel  oil  instead  of  coal.  The  Trinidad  Government 
Railway  is  making  trials  of  oil  in  its  locomotives.  So  far  the  tests 
have  proved  quite  satisfactory,  and  it  is  likely  that  in  the  near 
future  the  whole  system  will  be  operated  by  fuel  oil  instead  of 
patent  fuel.  Some  of  the  smaller  Government  boats  and  a  numbBr 
of  privateljr  owned  vessels  plying  the  Gulf  of  Paria  are  soon  to  be 
equipped  with  oil-burning  machinery.  Already  some  of  the  smaller 
power  plants  of  the  city  have  .secured  such  equipment,  and  have 
found  the  cost  of  operation  decidedly  less  than  when  using  coal. 

Tlie  introduction  of  oil-buming  machinery  in  this  colony  is  due 
largely  to  the  efforts  of  Alexander  S.  Hay,  an  American  mechanical 
en^meer.  The  increasing  price  of  coal  is  also  responsible,  fuel  oil 
being  more  economical.  Throughout  the  colony,  in  fact,  coal,  except 
for  bunkering  purposes,  is  likely  to  be  entirdiy  superseded  by  fud 
oil ;  and  with  Trinidad  leading  the  way  it  is  likely  uiat  other  British 
colonies  will  follow. 

The  Brighton  Oil  Co.  remains  in  the  forefront  in  oil  production, 
and  ships  large  quantities  of  crude  oil  to  the  United  States  regularly- 
Much  of  the  machinery  for  this  and  the  other  companies  mentioned 
is  imported  from  the  United  States,  and  all  of  the  oil-burning  equip" 
ment  now  being  installed  is  of  American  manufacture. 
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According  to  figures  i^ued  by  the  chariiber  of  commerce  of  this 
dty,  the  quantities  of  petroleum  shipped  up  to  November  15  of  each 
of  the  years  mentioned  was  as  follows :  1913, 1*2,138,734  gallons :  1914, 
1&,002,748  gallons;  and  1915,  9,704,453  gallons. 

SHKKyiKT.n  FILE  LIST  ISSUED. 

[ConsQl  John  M.  Savage.  Sheffield,  Rngland,  Not.  SO.I 

The  "  Sheffield  file  list "  is  one  of  the  ancient  institutions  of  the 
trade.  There  is  tangible  evidence  that  such  a  list  was  issued  by 
au  indiWdual  manufacturer  as  early  as  1787,  and  there  is  also 
evidence  that  an  association  of  file  makers  existed  in  Sheffield  150 
yeats  ago.   On  November  4,  1915,  a  revised  Sheffield  standard  list 


accuracy  of  the  new  list,  and  recognized  it  as  the  standard  list  of 
Sheffield. 

"When  the  former  list  was  issued  all  files  were  handmade,  whereas 
to-day  the  larger  sizes  are  forged,  ground,  and  cut  by  machinery,  a 
change  of  method  that  has  greatly  lowered  the  cost  of  production, 
lenres  Only  as  Bads  In  Kaklng  Quotations. 

These  are  not  price  lists,  but  serve  only  as  a  basis  in  making  quota- 
tions. The  changes  in  the  costs  of  production  gradually  necessitated 
different  discount  being  quoted  for  the  various  items  contained  in  the 
former  list,  and  this  was  not  only  confusing  to  the  customer,  but  added 
considerably  to  the  cost  when  quotations  were  made  by  cable.  Under 
the  new  list  a  uniform  discount  may  be  quoted  from  the  prices  wliich 
have  been  agi-eed  upon  with  this  end  in  view. 

In  making  up  the  present  list,  the  American  list,  as  revised  some 
years  ago,  has  bewl  taken  as  a  model.  For  export,  except  to  Canada, 
American  firms  usually  depend  on  the  Sheffield  list  in  making 
quotations. 

ICoples  of  tlie  new  lists,  as  snpplleil  by  the  Cutlers'  Company,  may  be  inspected 
at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  nud  Domestic  Commerce  or  ils  district  oflices.  Refei; 
to  iUe  No.  T0262.]   

WIlTRIFEa  AS  A  FRUIT  HABEET. 

[Consul  General  Frederick  KI.  nydor,  WlnnlpeK,  Uanftobo,  Cnnadii,  Dec.  4.] 

The  first  carload  of  Florida  oranges  arrived  in  Winnipeg  the 
first  week  in  December.   The  trade  in  this  locality  requires  about 
eight  carloads  of  oranges  each  week  during  the  season  from  Decem- 
1  to  April  1.   Florida  oranges  are  always  in  demand  in  this 
market 

While  produce  and  fruits  of  all  kinds  grown  in  the  United  States 
«nd  Canada  are  consumed  in  the  west,  similrtr  products  are  imported 
from  other  coimtries.  For  instance,  10  carloads  of  Malaga  grapes 
•nd  17  carloads  of  Valencia  onions  imported  from  Spain  nave  been 
disposed  of  in  this  locality.  On  December  2,  7  carloads  of  Japanese 
OTiuiges,  comprising  17,000  boxes,  arrived  in  Winnipeg.  These 
oranges  are  considered  more  of  a  novelty  and  do  not  conflict  with 
tbenle  of  those  imported  from  tiie  United  States. 
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UANCHESTEB  GOTTOH  TBADE  IN  HOTEKBEB. 

[The  Manchester  (EDglnnd)  Ooardlan,  £>ea  1.] 

In  the  cloth  trade  it  has  been  an  irregular  and  disappointing  month. 
A  long-delayed  demand  from  India  gave  great  hopes  and  substantial 
assistance,  but  it  died  away  without  affecting  manufacturers  of  shirt- 
ings in  any  considerable  degree.  Large  sales  of  the  lighter  staples 
were  made  for  Calcutta  and  the  other  markets,  but  it  seems  to  be 
agreed  that  most  of  them  were  at  extremely  low  prices,  and  induced 
as  much  by  the  needs  of  manufacturers  as  b^  those  of  buyers.  Fancy 
goods  are  still  in  fair  demand,  but  the  Indian  inquiry  generally  does 
not  lead  us  to  hope  for  much  at  present;  the  reduction  of  exports, 
however,  indicates  that  buying  can  not  be  delayed  indefinitely. 
China,  in  spite  of  low  stocks  and  the  appreciation  of  silver,  has  been 
a  poor  customer,  and  occasional  sales  of  staples  have  no  great  sig- 
nificance, as  we  all  know  that  the  auctions  must  be  suppli^.  If  we 
are  to  make  a  selection  of  other  markets  which,  without  doing  great 
things,  have  yet  contributed  considerably  to  support  the  industry, 
we  can  not  go  far  beyond  what  have  been  named  from  day  to  day — 
France,  Egypt,  the  South  Americas,  the  United  States,  tht  colonies, 
arnd  the  home  trade.  No  doubt  there  are  others,  including  one  or  two 
in  the  Far  East,  and  there  has  been  some  useful  support  in  the  Got- 
fflnment  demand  for  various  cloths  used  in  clothing  or  equipment 

A  very  severe  handicap  to  makers  of  fancies  and  printing  or 
bleaching  cloths  has  been  the  scarcity  of  dyestuffs,  and  in  the  case 
of  all  manner  of  finishing  goods  manufacturers  and  merchants  have 
had  to  make  amicable  concessions  or  remain  apart.  The  uncertainty 
of  delivery  has  stimulated  a  search  for  stocks  that  may  be  used  in 
substitution  for  regular  makes,  and  the  trade  roust  have  benefited 
greatly  with  the  r^ief  from  these.  Manufacturers  can  rarely  keep 
all  their  looms  going,  but  they  are  very  reluctant  to  close  their  sheds; 
those  who  close  may  find  themselves  without  labor  when  they  open 
again. 

Among  the  topics  of  the  month  we  may  mention  some  stirrings  of 
apprehension  about  Japanese  competition  in  India. 

There  has  been  a  large  demand  for  yarn,  and  though  it  was  checked 
by  the  stiff  advance  late  in  the  month,  its  vohime  is  much  too  great 
to  be  accounted  for  by  what  has  been  done  in  cloth.  Perhaps  the 
explanation  is  that  the  well-advert' "ed  labor  shortage  and  some  real 
scarcity  has  induced  manufacturers  to  buy  in  excess  of  their  orders 
and  perhaps  even  in  excess  of  their  needs.  There  has  been  a  great 
improvement  in  spinners'  mai^in.^  during  the  month,  and  the  scarcity 
in  American  wefts,  bein^  pronounced,  has  advanced  prices  far  be- 
yond any  corresponding  increase  in  cost  of  production.  The  demand 
for  delivery  has  been  insistent,  and  all-round  American  yarns  have 
improved.  There  has  been  a  considerable  improvement  in  Bolton 
yams,  too,  as  labor  shortages  there  have  begun  to  tell,  and  stoclts  of 
Egyptian  yam  are  more  manageable  than  they  were.  Doubled  yarns 
have  been  very  strong,  and  demand  from  both  the  shipping  and 
home  trade  has  helped  them.  The  export  demand  has  been  good  for 
France  and  Holland,  something  has  been  done  for  Denmark  and 
Norway,  and  India  bundles  continue  well  engaged.  Altogether  there 
has  been  a  material  improvement  in  yarn,  though  the  difficulties 
under  which  tibc  trade  is  carried  on  have  increased. 
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FBODVCnOK  OF  TEA  IN  INDIA  IN  1914. 

[Board  of  Trade  Journal,  London,  Dec.  0.] 

The  following  particulars  of  the  production  of  tea  in  India  in 
1914  are  taken  nvm  a  report  recently  issued  by  the  Department  of 
Statistics  of  the  GoTemment  of  India: 

The  year  was  a  prosperous  one  for  the  tea  industry  and  the  pro- 
duction surpassed  the  record  crop  of  1913.  The  area  under  culti- 
vation and  the  production  of  tea  in  the  various  Provinces  in  1914 
were  as  follows,  the  corresponding  figures  for  1913  being  added  for 
purposes  of  comparison : 


Fnrincw. 

Acres. 

Poonds. 

Acroa. 

Fotmdf. 

367,500 

199,723,000 

376,000 

208,227.000 

158,000 

80. 109,000 

mioo 

75,373,000 

fl3,700 

22,245,000 

65,000 

24,KlS,0Oa 

17,. TOO 

4,703,000 

17,300 

4,321,000 

2,200 

312,000 

2,200 

232,000 

3,000 

(») 

3,000 

{»> 

Total  

009,700 

307,037,000 

622,000 

312,821,000 

•Tbe  prodace  of  the  Burma  taa  gardens  la  almost  wholly  converted  Into  tetpet  (wet  pickled  tea),  which 
bcatcaaaaoondlmaiit.  Thera  wen  tnanohctured  In  m4  002,800  poonds  of  letpet  and  Mily  4^  pounda 
of  M  tea  (black). 

The  reported  production  of  green  tea  in  the  last  two  years  was  as 
follows:  Northern  India,  2,007,096  pounds  in  1913  and  1,814,356 
pounds  in  1914;  southern  India,  521,399  pounds  in  1913  and  7C7.849 
pounds  in  1914;  Surma  Valley,  468,858  pounds  in  1913  and  214,523 
pounds  in  1914;  Bengal,  Bihar,  and  Orissa,  273,663  pounds  in  1913 
and  253,562  pounds  m  1914;  total,  3,271,616  pounds  in  1913  and 
3,050,290  pounds  in  1914.  A  little  less  than  two-thirds  of  the  total 
quantity  was  manufactured  in  the  Kangra  Valley  (Punjab)  in  the 
year  under  review.  Bounties  were  paid  on  green  tea  up  to  March, 
*190d,  but  since  that  date  no  bounties  hare  been  paid  and  the  produc- 
tion continues  to  decline. 
Tea  Exports,  by  Countries,  for  1014-15. 

The  most  striking  features  of  the  trade  of  the  year  ended  March 
31,  1915,"  were  as  follows:  The  total  exports  by  sea  improved  by 
11,000,000  pounds,  or  nearly  4  per  cent,  as  compared  with  1913-14. 
Shipments  to  the  United  Kingdom,  to  which  70  per  cent  of  the  c.x- 
porte  of  Indian  tea  is  directed,  increased  by  28,000,000  ponnds,  or  13.5 
per  cent. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  Indian  tea  exported 
and  the  principal  countides  of  destination  dui*ing  the  years  ended 
March  31,  1014  and  1915: 


Conatrta  of  destbatioi. 

1913-14 

1914- IS 

CottntrlesofdMIiiatlon. 

1913-14 

1914-13 

United  Kingdom  

Pound*. 
20O,O&O,771 
n,GM.U» 
33,398,209 

fl, 704, 723 

Paunit. 
237,30^,792 
10,950,615 
19,632,049 

10,990,605 

other  countriM  (by  sea) . . 

Total  exiKirts  by  <>6a 
Total  ftxporu  by  loDil  

Pound*. 
25,755,2P1 

Povndt. 
21,  lis.  m 

AttstrallB,  Nev  Zeidaikd, 

2S9, I73,S91 
2,19ti,2l>S' 

3O0,7:«,29a 
1,78,1,816 

Ml, 660, 799 

302, SIS, 913 

■  Tbe  erport  of  tbe  tea  crop  ot  one  year  eonUnnea  well  into  tbe  next  aocceedlng  year. 
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[Consul  General  Alfred  L.  Monftu  Gottschalk,  Bio  de  Janeiro,  Nor.  80.1 

A  number  of  Americfm  firms  have  inquired,  direct!;^  or  indirecUy,^ 
within  the  past  few  months,  as  to  the  market  for  American  si]^  goods 
in  Brazil.   A  careful  study  of  the  existing  conditions  has  revealed 

much  that  is  interesting,  even  though  it  has  not  shown  very  favorable 
prospects  for  American  merchants  in  this  line.  ; 

Inqints  hf  Conntrles. 

The  following  table  shows  the  imports  into  Brazil  of  silk  wearing 
apparel,  piece  ^oods,  and  other  silk  manufactures  from  the  principal 
countries  of  origin  during  the  last  five  years : 


ArUoLes  and  countries. 


UIO 


1911 


1913 


1013 


1914 


Gcamany  

Austrlft-TTonftary . 

United  Btfttes  

Fraice  

Swltierland  

Other  countries.., 


15,955 

701 
113 
43,958 
415 
2,0o4 


13,962 

m2 

£45 
40.810 
248 
1.9^ 


13,185 
231 

2N8 
87,615 
42 
2,218 


14,632 
270 

363 
30,148 
101 

3,82S 


t3,3»4 

38 

m 

17,401 


2,071 


Total. 


58. 196 


48,353  I  43,579 


39.347 


22. IBS 


PIECE  aOODS. 


Germany  , 

Austrta-HunRary , 

United  States  

France  

Oreat  BrllaiD  

Italy  

Swltierland  , 

O  ihet  couDtxlea. . , 


Total. 


HAmrrACTDEEs  or  sax,  k.  b.  a. 


Ocrmany ,  

AustriB-Himgary . 

United  States  

Fruioe  

Great  Britain  

Italy. 


Japan.   

Swltterland  

Other  oonntrlsB. 


Total. 


45.734 
5,  .'35 
1.317 
179,1-3D 
43,7113 
iO. 187 
13.574 
4.695 


66,631 
8,214 


183,030 
132,873 
33,907 
19.222 
4,995 


314,074 


67,018 
1.217 
2,958 
126.771 

32,931 
9.786 
8,574 

14,787 
3,356 


250,208 


76.664 
l,6tO 
1.974 
131,397 

23,217 
9,638 
£.542 

26.367 
1,430 


270,789 


45.057 

5.rj«6 

3,>*t 
144.002 
167, h75 
17,5G4 
13, '30 


397,642 


58,464 

725 
2.8-20 
121. 0S2 
19-7h0 
24,880 
6.648 
14.116 
3,328 


2B1,843 


40.946 
3,030 
202 
127. 193 
22.689 
28. 154 
34,270 
0,367 


14,7S3 
857 
193 
48,354 
13,OS3 
3.307 
3,448 
371 


202,860 


s4,a» 


38,119 
1.159 
2,110 
113, 47i 

21,057 

35,468 
9.702 

11.431 
5,605 


IS, 430 
319 

3.  IBS 
41, SOS 

9.&2S 

e,5oa 

1,871 
3,334 
1,887 


288,185 


8^430 


Local  Market — Local  Industry. 

The  articles  most  in  demand,  or  most  in  fashion  here  at  present, 
seem  to  be  silk  taffetas,  plain  in  all  shades,  fine-striped,  or  figured. 
The  dress  goods  most  sold  are  gauzes,  chiffons,  crepes,  crepe  de 
chine,  veilings  of  all  sorts,  and  "  liberty  "  silks.  Silk  linings,  satins, 
pongees,  and  messalines  of  all  kinds  find  a  market.  There  seems  to 
De  little  or  no  intei'est  in  foulards.  It  should  always  be  borne  in 
mind  that,  owing  to  the  subtropical  climate  of  the  greater  part  of 
Brazil,  the  lighter  weights  are  preferred  in  all  dress  eoods. 

Local  houses  seem  to  prefer  to  buy  piece  goods  as  follows:  Satins 
in  pieces  of  15  or  18  meters  (16.4  or  19.7  yards)  in  minimum  length; 
other  silk  goods  in  pieces  of  25  and  30  meters  (27.3  and  32.8  yards) 
in  minimum  length.  The  widths  are  50  centimeters,  1  meter,  1.10  and 
1.20  meters  (19.7,  39.4, 43.3,  and  47.2  inches). 

Some  silk  goods  are  manufactured  locally.  A  firm  of  this  city  has 
a  mill  that  weaves  from  native  silk  and  is  reputed  to  do  excellent 
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work  but  to  have  a  relatively  small  output.  Another  mill  makes  a 
cheaper  grade  of  silk,  which  it  produces  in  large  quantities.  It  is 
impossib^  to  obtain  oflScial  figtues  as  to  the  output  of  the  native 
industry. 

The  products  of  the  domestic  silk  mills  are  chiefly  messalines, 
sttios,  taffetas,  and  one-color  silks,  and  it  seems  to  be  the  general 
opinimi  of  the  local  trade  that,  in  these  articles  at  least,  the  national 
industry  is  sufficient  for  the  local  consumption  and  so  highly  pro- 
tected by  the  tariff  as  to  make  competition  from  abroad  almost 
impossible. 

Aaerican  ICethods. 

Comparatively  little  American  silk  has  been  sold  here  in  the  past. 
There  seems  to  be  no  particular  prejudice  in  favor  of,  or  against, 
American  silk  products.  The  reply  to  questions  on  this  subject  is 
invariably  met  with  the  reply — frequent  not  alone  in  the  silk  trade — 
that  it  is  well  nigh  impossible  to  do  business  with  American  houses 
"because  of  their  requirements  in  matters  of  credit."  The  cash-with- 
wder  or  30-days-signt  terms  that  most  American  exporters  propose 
to  the  trade  contrast  unfavorably  with  the  liberal  terms  oflfered  by 
certain  European  firms.  German  houses  have  offered  as  much  as  six 
■  or  even  eight  months  credit  to  Rio  de  Janeiro  silk  importers,  and  all 
1  local  houses  have  grown  to  expect  at  least  90  days'  time  from  date  of 
shipment  or  else  very  substantial  discounts  for  prompt  payment. 
'  One  of  the  objections  frequently  heard  is  that  American  exporters 
invoice  silks  "less  skillfully"  than  do  some  of  their  foreign  competi- 
tors—an important  matter  in  dealing  with  a  country  whose  compli- 
cated customs  tariff  makes  the  slightest  error  in  invoicing  a  costly 
mriter  to  the  consignee. 

lA  list  of  Rio  purchasers  of  silk  goods  and  the  names  of  the  two  Brazilian 
numfactarers  referred  to  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Fordgn  and  Do- 
mntle  Gommeroe  or  Its  district  offices.  Befer  to  file  No.  70239.] 


BAHAHA  CBOF  F&OSFECTS  JS  DOMINICAN  BEFUBLia 

{Consul  Frank  Andenon  HeiUT,  Puerto  Plats,  Dec.  9.] 

'  Due  to  the  heavy  rainfall  of  the  past  two  months,  the  prospects  for 
the  1916  banana  crop  in  the  Dominican  Republic  are  excellent,  a 
^rid  of  500,000  buncnes  being  predicted.  Both  in  size  and  quality 
indications  point  to  a  crop  above  the  average  of  recent  years.  Ship- 
vaaita  of  the  1915  crop,  amounted  to  366,000  bunches,  but  were  discon- 
tinued early  in  August,  leRving  about  a  third  of  it  unharvested.  The 
flipping  season  lasts  from  B^rch  to  October  in  normal  years.  AU 
tile  bananas  raised  for  export  in  this  district  and  in  fact  in  the  entire 
Kepublic  are  grown  on  a  single  plantation  at  Sosua,  about  16  miles 
frcnn  Puerto  Plata.  Exports  of  bananas  in  recent  years,  all  of  which 
go  to  the  United  States,  are  shown  below : 


Quantity. 

Value. 

T€Br. 

Qtunttty. 

Vohw. 

mo  

Munelut. 
591,000 
iai.308 
333,000 

t29S,5a) 
315,664 
lU.SOO 

Btmche$. 
591,500 

m,tm 

366,000 

(293,750 
65,000 
163,000 
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COMMEECE  EEPORTS. 


L&EaE  QUAirriTIES  OF  NOTIONS  BOVaHt  BY  SOUTH  CHUTA. 

[Consul  Genera)  George  E.  Anderson,  Hongkong,  Oct.  22.) 

There  is  an  increflsing  demnnd  in  Hongkong  for  notions  of  all 
sorts  to  supply  the  South  China  field.  Needles,  pins,  buttons,  rib- 
bons, safety  pins,  rubber  and  celluloid  toilet  articles,  and  all  similar 
products  are  required  in  increasing  quantities.  Most  of  these  prod- 
ucts heretofoi-e  have  been  obtained  in  Germany,  Belgium,  Great 
Britain,  or  France,  and  the  factories  making  them  are  now  either, 
out  of  business  or  employed  in  other  lines. 

Needles,  to  suit  the  trade  here,  should  come  25  in  a  packet,  wrapped 
in  tin  foil  or  packed  in  a  tin  box,  40  packets  to  a  bundle,  and  10 
bundles^  or  10,000  needles,  packed  in  hermetically  sealed  tins. 
Usually  the  needles  come  25  of  such  hermetically  sealed  tins  to  a 
case.    They  run  sizes  1  to  12  and  are  for  hand  use. 

The  value  of  the  needles  imported  into  all  China  in  1913,  the  year 
preceding  the  war,  was  $768,916,  and  even  in  1914  the  value  reached 
$373,037.  Normally  about  one-eighth  of  this  trade  is  handled  through 
Hongkong,  in  addition  to  the  imports  for  Hongkong  itself,  and  for 
other  countries  securing  their  supply  through  this  colony. 

Offers  Good  Field  for  Nearly  All  Varieties  of  Buttons. 

There  is  a  special  demand  here  at  present  for  porcelain  buttons, 
particularly  for  the  Chinese  trade,  though  there  is  a  good  field  here 
now  for  nearly  all  varieties  of  buttons.  Silk  and  part-silk  and  part- 
cotton  ribbons  have  been  the  subject  of  a  large  trade  among  German 
firms  in  the  past  few  years.  In  1914  the  value  of  such  goods  imported 
into  all  China  was  $167,229,  while  the  preceding  year,  before  the 
war's  influence  was  felt,  the  value  of  the  imports  was  $377,040,  and 
in  previous  yeat^,  especially  high-exchange  years,  the  imports 
l"eached  as  high  as  1,000,000  taels  in  value.  Wliile  the  imports  of 
such  goods  are  now  far  below  the  normal  volume,  because  of  de- 

})ressed  business  conditions  generally,  and  especially  because  of  the 
ow  exchange  value  of  silver,  the  trade  is  still  worth  while  and  is 
peculiarly  open  to  American  manufacturers  at  the  present  time.  The 
goods  have  heretofore  been  handled  almost  entirely  by  German  firms, 
though  largely  of  French  origin.  Japan  also  fiu'nishes  a  good  por- 
tion of  the>  trade.  The  trade  is  now  nandled  almost  exclusively  by 
British  firms. 

There  is  a  field  for  all  sorts  of  small,  cheap  novelties  of  the  de- 
partment-store sort.  Much  of  this  trade  heretofore  has  been  Aus- 
trian. The  Japanese  are  now  making  a  special  effort  to  secure  a 
foothold.  Celluloid  ^oods,  including  combs  and  celluloid-backed 
mirrors,  and  hand  mirrors  generally,  small  enameled  cups,  small, 
fancy-globed  lamps,  small  hardware,  such  as  cheap  scissors,  knives, 
and  locks,  and  all  similar  goods  are  more  or  less  in  demand  and  are 
not  being  freely  supplied  by  any  other  nation  except  to  some  extent 
by  the  Japanese. 

Garters  Becelved  Chiefly  from  TTnited  States. 

There  is  a  very  fair,  and  largely  increasing  business  in  cheap 
garters  and  hose  supporters,  men's  garters  of  the  grade  jobbing  for 
about  35  cents  a-  dozen  being  mostly  in  demand.  These  goods  now 
come  almost  entii*ely  from  the  United  States. 
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Id  hftTiflling  goods  of  this  sort,  it  may  be  well  to  note  that  little  if 
any  bxisiness  can  be  done  without  samples.  Eastern  importers  gen- 
erally complain  of  the  policy  of  many  American  manufacturers  aa 
to  samples  for  demonstration  purposes.  It  is  not  so  much  that 
manufacturers  refuse  to  send  samples,  but  that  they  insist  on  pay- 
ment for  these  samples  in  advance.  This  attitude  is  not  at  all  m 
aecOTii  with  the  policy  of  European  houses,  and  while  it  might  apply 
to  staple  goods  and  well-known  articles,  it  is  not  wise  when  an  Ameri- 
can manufacturer  is  offering  a  new  or  a  competing  article  which  he 
wishes  to  put  on  the  Hongkong  market.  It  is  essential  in  most  cases 
that  the  importing  house  should  have  samples  to  show  the  prospec- 
tive buyers.  The  Chinese,  as  a  rule,  will  not  buy  except  from  sample. 
No  European  house  ever  expects  to  obtain  orders  without  demonstra-: 
tion,  for  the  Chinese  will  not  even  interest  themselves  without  seeing 
the  goods.  The  American  exporter  must  realize  the  necessity  of 
meeting  the  local  importer  at  least  half  way  in  developing  a  market 
locally  or  in  the  Far  East  generally. 

EFFORTS  TO  SEUEVE  SOITTH  CHXHA  DTE  SXTVATIOH. 

[Consui  General  GeorRO  E.  Anderson,  Ilongkon;;,  Oct.  29.1 

Tlie  dye  situation  in  South  China  has  reached  an  acute  stage,  and 
so  far  American  manufacturers  of  artificial  dyes  have  not  been  able 
to  reUeve  the  situation.  Experimental  importations  of  artificial 
dyes  from  the  United  States  were  made  by  several  Hongkong  im- 
porters, and  for  a  time  it  looked  as  if  there  would  be  a  satisfactory 
trade.  ITiose  imported  were  light  chemical  dyes,  which  were  to  hi 
had  at  prices  within  the  reach  of  Chinese  dyers.  However,  either  the 
use  of  these  dyes  involves  processes  not  known  to  the  Chinese,  or  the 
quality  of  the  dyes  is  such  that  so  far  they  have  not  proved  fast 
colors.  At  all  events,  the  result  is  that  Chinese  buyers  are  not  willing 
to  risk  any  extensive  orders,  and  there  is  no  demand  at  present. 

One  of  the  firms  making  the  experimental  imports  reports  that  it 
is  still  negotiating  with  American  dye  exporters,  that  it  has  hopes 
of  being  oLle  to  secure  some  dyes  which  will  appeal  to  the  Chinese 
buyers,  and  will  make  further  experimental  imports.  There  is  un- 
questionably an  immense  field  for  American  goods  of  this  sort  if  fast 
d^es  can  be  furnished,  but  the  experience  of  Hongkong  importers 
with  American  dyes  so  far  has  not  been  such  as  to  render  their  intro- 
duction easy. 

CUuse  Tarn  to  TTse  of  Kative  Indigo  for  Dyeing. 

The  price  of  artificial  indigo  in  Hongkong  has  so  far  advanced, 
and  that  of  the  native  Chinese  indigo  has  so  far  declined,  tliat  the 
nnces  are  practically  the  same  at  present,  the  result  being  that  the 
Chinese  turn  to  the  use  of  the  native  dye  because  of  its  fast  quality 
and  particularly  rich  hue. 

English  dye  exporters  ai-e  not  making  quotations  for  this  market. 
Previous  to  the  war,  the  trade  was  largely  among  German  firms  and 
yith  German  dyes,  but  plnced  with  the  trade  through  British  travel- 
ing men.  The  trade,  locally,  is  now  almost  entirely  with  British 
finns,  including  W.  R.  Loxley  &  Co.,  Bradley  &  Co.,  W.  G.  Hum- 
phreys &  Co.,  Reiss  &  Co.,  J.  D.  Hutchinson  &  Co.,  Alexander  Ross  & 
Co.,  and  Harry  ^Tickmg  &  Co. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


84  COMMEBCB  BBPOBm 

BBinSH  COIUKBIA  EIFF£££D  HERBIHO. 

[Consul  Geaeral  B.  E.  Mansfield,  Vancouver,  Canada,  Dee.  11.] 

A  feature  of  the  fishing  industry  in  British  Columbia,  which  leads 

all  other  Provinces  in  the  Dominion  in  the  quantity  and  value  of  the 
fish  taken  from  its  waters,  is  the  preparation  and  marketing  of  her- 
ring, which  are  in  greater  demand  at  this  time  than  ever  before,  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  prevailing  prices  for  other  staple  breakfast 
commodities  such  as  bacon,  eg^,  etc,  are  much  higher  than  usuaL 
Only  Choicest  Herring  Used  for  Xfppen. 

The  kippered  Iierring  represents  the  choicest  fish  from  the  catches, 
carefully  cleaned,  salted,  and  smoked.  A  large  number  of  people 
are  employed  in  their  preparation,  and  the  industry,  which  is  in  its 
infancy  in  British  Columbia  promises  to  develop  into  one  of  consid- 
erable importance.  When  the  herring  are  brought  into  port  they 
are  sorted  according  to  size,  condition,  and  general  fitness  for  various 
purposes.  The  most  perfect  of  the  catch  are  selected  for  kippers, 
the  others  being  frozen  and  kept  for  bait.  The  sorting  is  done  by 
means  of  a  long  chute  into  which  the  fish  are  dumped  from  the  boate 
and  directed  by  sortei"S  to  their  proper  classification. 

After  beinfj  scraped  and  thoroughly  cleaned  the  fish  are  placed  in 
brine  of  varving  density,  which  is  automatically  regulated  in  its  ap- 
plication. After  remaining  in  the  brine  for  tlie  required  length  of 
time,  depending  upon  the  market  for  which  they  are  intended,  tlie  fish 
are  placed  in  a  tightly  inclosed  room  where  for  10  hours  they  are  sub- 
ject to  a  dense  smoke  from  Idln-dried  sawdust,  or  alder  wood. 

The  wholesale  price  of  Idppered  herring  in  the  Vancouver  market 
averages  about  7  cents  per  pound,  tlie  price  to  the  consumer  being  10 
cents  per  pound. 
K«w  Process  for  Freezinf  Vlsh. 

It  is  announced  that  a  Danish  company,  with  headquarters  at  Co- 
penhagen, is  utilizing  a  new  process  for  freezing  fish,  which  is  de- 
clared to  be  a  decided  improvement  over  previous  methods.  Becent 
demonstrations  resulted  in  the  freezino;  of  herring  in  a  half  hour, 
which,  under  the  system  previously  employed,  took  several  hours. 

By  the  new  method  the  freezing  takes  place  in  fluid  and  not,  as  here- 
tofore, in  the  air,  and  the  result  is  obtained  much  more  quiclcly.  An- 
other result  of  this  new  method  is  that  the  cellular  tissue  of  the  fish 
does  not  burst,  and  it  has  been  substantiated  that  the  fish  having  been 
thawed,  it  is  as  fresh  as  if  it  had  just  been  caught. 

Plans  are  being  made  for  the  installation  of  a  fish-freezing  plant  in 
.Vancouver  in  which  the  new  system  will  be  uti'ized. 


NEW-CSOF  ESTHIATES  for  CUBAN  STJOAB. 

Special  Agent  Garrard  Harris  has  forwarded  the  December  figures 
of  the  1915-10  Cuban  sugar  crop  as  published  by  two  leading  Habana 
estimators.  The  estimates  difi^er  to  the  extent  of  10,000  tons,  tlie  one 
covering  188  centrals  and  placing  the  yield  at  3,173,429  long  tons 
(22,214,000  bags  of  320  pounds),  and  the  other  covering  187  cen- 
trals and  giving  the  probable  output  as  3,183,628  tons  (22,285,400 
bags). 
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AXEBZGAir  OFFQETUMITY  IH  BEtTISH  XXHIBITIOHS. 

[CtHMDl  Augnstiu  E.  IncruD,  Bradford,  EugUDd.  Nor.  29.1 

In  connection  with  an  antiwaste  campaign  that  was  inaugurated 
in  Bradford,  a  housekeeping  exhibition,  lasting  a  week,  was  opened 
in  a  public  hall  in  the  citj.  The  object  of  the  campaign  was  to  dis- 
courage wasteful  spending,  to  keep  down  prices  of  necessaries  to  tho 
lowest  possible  level,  provide  expert  information,  and  to  consider 
m^ods  of  meeting  possible  distress  after  the  war. 

The  exhibition  was  divided  into  the  sections  of  health  and  infants' 
welfare  (showing  the  right  ways  of  feeding  children;  best,  cheapest, 
and  safest  clothing;  dangers  from  impure  milk,  etc.);  clothing 
(methods  of  economical  garment  making  and  repairing)  ;  domestic 
handicraft  (utilizing  waste  material  in  the  production  of  useful 
articles) ;  food  (demonstrations  of  cookery,  especially  hiiy-box  cook- 
ery, and  illustrating  tlie  utilization  of  meat  substitutes  and  various 
kinds  of  cheap  and  nutritious  grains,  etc.)  ;  gardening  and  poultry 
keeping;  labor-saving  appliances;  and  helpful  literature  on  all  these 
subjects. 

Semonstratloiis  Oiven — Model  Eitohen  Shown. 

Lectures  and  demonstrations  were  given  durin^^  the  day  and  even- 
ing, and  were  well  attended,  the  school  authorities  sending  largo 
nnmbers  of  pupils.  A  model  kitchen  was  on  exhibition,  fitted  with 
the  most  useful  devices,  and  planned  so  as  to  save  time  and  labor. 
Many  American  articles  were  displayed  in  this  kitchen.  As  this 
movement  is  not  only  widespread  throu^jhout  the  country,  but  also 
likd^  to  be  of  far-reaching  effect,  American  manufacturers  of  eco- 
nomical foodstuffs,  cooking  apparatus  and  utensils,  and  articles  of  a 
labor-saving  character  may  have  an  excellent  opportunity  for  ex- 
tending their  sales  in  this  country. 

[Copies  of  the  hnDdbook  of  the  housekeeping  exhibition  of  the  Bradford  Antl- 
W&ste  Campaign  have  been  received  from  Contiul  Ingram,  and  may  be  Inspected 
it  the  Bareau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices.  Befer 
to  file  No.  70320.]   

BBinSH  TraEBS.  07  UOTIOXr-KCTtntE  fhhs. 

In  forwarding  a  list  of  the  motion -picture  theaters  and  film-renting 
firms  in  his  district,  Consul  Homer  M.  Byington,  of  Leeds,  England, 
remarks: 

American  films  may  be  said  to  be  more  pc^ular  than  ever  in  the  Leeds 
motion-picture  theaters  and,  despite  the  war,  no  diminution  of  attendance  has 
been  noticed  by  the  proprietors  of  the  various  houses.  Increasing  numbers  of 
films  reprodudiv;  conditions  in  the  war  zone  are  being  shown,  but  without 
albcting  the  number  of  ocunedy  reels  exhibited  in  connection  with  the  "  big  '* 
^cture  that  heads  the  progrun. 

[A  copy  of  tiie  list  may  be  had  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
D(Hnestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices;  refer  to  file  No.  70580.] 

SPECIAL  CENSUS  OF  HASTINGS,  NEBB. 

According  to  a  special  census  of  the  city  of  Hastings,  Nebr.,  taken 
by  the  Federal  Census  Bureau  at  local  request  and  expense,  the  popu- 
lation of  that  city  oh  December  13,  1915,  was  10,874,  an  increase  of 
a  little  more  than  16  per  cent  as  compared  with  the  population  o^ 
.April  15, 1910,  which  was  9^8. 
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TRADE  SinrAllOH  IH  HONaXOHO. 


[Conwil  O^nrrnl  f!porj{i>  K,  AndersoD,  Hongkong,  China,  Oct  20.] 


Returns  of  trade  betweon  the  United  States  and  Hongkong  for  the 
first  nine  months  of  1015  show  far  better  condition  than  was  ex- 
]iected}  for  in  spite  of  the  effects  of  the  war  upon  trade  generally 
there  was  a  satisfactoi-y  increase  in  exports  to  the  United  States, 
although  trade  the  other  wny  was  not  so  satisfactory.  In  the  export 
trade  generally  the  markets  of  continental  Europe  are  still  closed 
to  Chinese  produce,  with  tlie  result  that  China  can  not  produce  and 
sell  its  usual  volume  of  goods,  and  therefore  is  not  in  a  position  to 
buy  very  generally. 

Kxports  to  the  United  States  for  the  first  nine  months  of  1915  were 
valued  at  $4,329,731,  compared  with  $3,269,517  for  the  first  nine 
months  of  1914  and  $3,945,108  for  the  1913  period.  Exports  to  the 
Philippines  were  valued  at  $3,974,323,  compared  with  $2,306,729 
for  the  first  nine  months  of  1914,  and  $2,811,548  for  1913. 

Effeot  of  Sislocation  of  Trade. 

The  year  so  far  has  witnessed  more  of  a  change  of  trade  from 

Europe  to  the  United  States  than  was  anticipated  in  local  com- 
mercial circles.  The  general  dislocation  of  trade  has  made  it  dif- 
ficult for  European  concerns  to  fill  orders  for  many  lines  of  standard 
goods  at  prices  anywhere  near  those  for  which  such  goods  could  be 
obtained  m  the  United  States.  The  result  has  been  a  constantly  in- 
creasing import  of  many  staple  goods  from  the  United  States  which 
lieretofore  have  come  from  Germany,  Great  Britain,  Belgium,  and 
other  countries  at  war.  There  has  been  an  especial  demand  for  iron 
and  steel  and  their  products,  building  hardware,  window  glass,  and 
many  lines  of  glass  ^oods,  leather  goods,  machinery  belting  and  power 
transmission  goods  m  general,  ruliber  goods  of  all  sorts,  chemicals  and 
chemical  products,  and  many  lines  of  special  fabrics.  In  cotton  piece 
goods  the  trade  has  been  stagnant  for  most  of  the  year  to  date,  though 
recently  orders  have  been  placed  in  inci-easing  volume  as  a  result 
of  the  gradual  clearance  of  stocks  and  the  increased  price  of  cotton 
goods  at  the  factory.  Impoils  of  cotton  yarn  have  been  gradually 
assuming  a  better  volume. 

Imports  of  American  flour  have  been  below  normal  mostly  as  a 
result  of  increased  prices.  Imports  of  kerosene  in  general  have  been 
below  normal,  American  exporters  suffering  accordingly.  In  fact 
in  those  articles  which  represent  comparatively  heavy  trade  from 
the  United  States  in  normal  years  there  has  been  decreased  activity. 
There  has  been  a  large  increase  in  inii>orts  of  American  tobacco  and 
in  some  lines  of  fine  foodstuffs  from  the  United  States  there  have 
l)eon  increases.  In  a  general  way  the  United  States  has  fared  better 
than  any  other  country  save  Japan.  Trade  in  general,  however,  is 
far  below  nonnal.  so  that  while  there  have  been  comparative  benefits 
in  some  lines  business  on  the  whole  has  reflected  the  war  in  general 
and  shows  little  likelihood  of  making  any  material  improvement  in 
the  near  future. 

Exports  of  Tin,  Matting,  Freserres,  Etc. 

In  exports  in  general  there  is  slackness  in  the  demand  for  nrti*^*^ 
of  luxury  or  ordinary  use.  Shipments  of  tin  to  (ireat  Britain,  f<>J 
example,  increased  from  2,444  slabs  during  the  first  nmp  months  oi 
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1914  to  26,476  slabs  in  the  1915  period;  shipments  to  the  continent 
of  Europe  decreased  only  from  20,392  to  17,843  slabs,  while  ship- 
ments  to  the  United  States  and  Canada  increased  from  22,704  to 
46,137  slabs.  The  total  shipments  increased  from  45,540  slabs  in  the 
1914  period  to  90,446  slabs  for  the  1915  period.   A  slab  in  all  cases 


Shipments  of  matting  to  Great  Britain  during  the  nine  months 
iucres^ed  from  24,823  to  40,994  rolls,  those  to  continental  Europe 
decreased  from  80,176  to  14,771  rolls,  and  those  to  the  United  States 
and  Canada  decreased  from  90,104  to  56,902  rolls.  The  total  ship- 
ments decreased  from  195,103  rolls  for  the  1914  period  to  112,667 
rolls  for  the  1915  period. 

Exports  of  preserves,  mostly  ginger,  to  Great  Britain  decreased 
from  30,534  cases  in  the  first  nine  months  of  1914  to  26,298  cases  in 
1915 ;  those  to  continental  Europe  from  4,741  to  763  cases ;  and  those  to 
the  United  States  and  Canada  from  3,905  to  1,543  cases.  The  total 
exports  decreased  from  39480  to  28,604  cases. 

SUpments  of  Silk,  Caiiia,  Et«. 

Shipments  of  silk  piece  goods  to  Great  Britain  amounted  to  180 
cases  as  compared  with  152  cases  for  the  first  nine  months  of  1914 ; 
dupments  to  continental  Europe  decreased  from  234  to  140  cases, 
while  shipments  to  the  United  States  and  Canada  decreased  from  604 
to  260  cases.  Exports  of  waste  silk  to  Great  Britain  amounted  to 
8,191  bales  compared  with  7,630  bales  in  1914;  those  to  continental 
Europe  fell  from  9,104  to  1,212  bales,  and  those  to  the  United  States 
and  Canada  increased  from  5,163  to  13,482  bales.  The  total  exports 
decreased  from  22,458  bales  for  the  1914  period  to  22,324  bales  for  the 
1915  period. 

Exports  of  cassia  to  Great  Britain  increased  from  2,335  to  12,800 
cases;  those  to  continental  Europe  decreased  from  59,976  to  14,310 
cases,  and  shipments  to  the  United  States  and  Canada  increased  from 
33,114  to  44,957  cases.  The  total  exports  decreased  from  95,425  to 

72,067  cases. 

There  were  increased  shipments  generally  of  soy,  essential  oils, 
bristles,  gunny  bags,  and  rattan  and  rattan  ware,  particularly  to  the 
tJnited  States. 

There  were  decreases  in  exports  of  canes,  chinaware,  human  hair, 
feathers,  hemp,  firecrackers,  tea,  nut  oil,  and  most  miscellaneous 
Chinese  produce. 

Exports  to  the  TTolted  States. 

.  WiWe  the  large  increase  in  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  of 
from  $3,269,517  to  $4,329,73:1  is  accounted  for  largely  by  the  greater 
uqwrts  of  tin  and  rice,  the  former  increasing  from  a  value  of  $684,841 
to  $901,823,  and  the  latter  from  a  value  of  $820,455  to  $1,079,408,  there 
were  increases  in  other  lines.  There  was  a  decrease  in  the  exports  of 
fruits  and  nuts,  accounted  for  by  the  decreased  shipments  of  peanuts, 
and  there  were  decreases  in  the  exports  of  peanut  oil,  metals,  and 
sea-grass  furniture.  Sugar,  spirits,  and  tobacco  also  show  decreases. 
The  shipments  of  rattan  and  blackwood  furniture  increased  by  nearly 
100  per  cent,  silk  increased  considerably,  aniseed  oil  and  cassia  oil 
showed  material  advances,  and  all  through  the  list  increased  activity 
over  the  same  months  of  1914,  which  were  mostly  before  the  war  broke 
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The  principal  items  of  export  to  the  United  States  for  tlie  first 
nine  months  of  1915  compared  with  the  same  months  of  1914,  accord- 
ing to  invoices  ceitiiied  at  the  Hongkong  consulate,  are  as  follows: 


Articles. 


1914 


191S 


Article]. 


1814 


ins 


Antiquities  

Bristlei  

Chemicals  

CoUon,  and  mannfaclurcs  of. 

Earthen  and  cblnn  wa'e  

Explosives:  Fire  works  

Fnilt  and  nuts.  

Hair,  and  manufactures  of.. . 

Uetals    

BeiMmss  furniture  

Oil: 

Peanut  

Aniseed  

Ci^ia  


16,353 
1.461 

67,5»3 
13.935 
39,032 
11.591 
225,171 
15,2fl3 

s*.m 

E3,936 

PO,4S7 
58.829 
26,620 


S13. 
24, 
76, 
«, 
39, 
14, 

I4ri, 
30 
47. 
43, 

03, 
149. 
37, 


150 
545 
101 
539 
193 
941 
C36 

m 
m 
m 

579 
634 
650 


Paper,  and  manDfutures  of 

Rice  

Seeds  

Silk  , 

Spicfs,  cassia  

Spirits  and  winea  

Sugar  

Tea  , 

Tin  

Tobacco  

AVood.  and  manufacturee  of. 
All  otberaticles  

Total  


125.814 
&.0  45S 
3.747 
17/170 
91,315 
80.934 
57.942 
83.198 
6S4.C41 
3S.34-5 
107. 9-^7 
572,010 


m,74T 
1,079.408 
6,357 
48, OSS 
07,817 
7G.4S4 
:0.64S 
93.030 

{01,823 
26,730 

:o8,Ga9 

469,630 


3.269,517 


4.329,731 


Exports  to  the  FhiUppines. 

The  increase  in  the  value  of  the  e.xports  to  the  Pliilippines  was  due 
almost  entirely  to  the  increased  shipments  of  rice,  which,  in  fact,  cover 
losses  in  practically  all  iiiies  of  trade.  There  were  increased  ship- 
ments of  lard,  chemicals,  matches,  and  cotton  piece  goods,  but  in  evei-y 
other  iteir  tliere  was  a  loss.  The  exports  of  rice  increased  from  a  value 
of  $577,321  to  $'2,600,340,  and  have  been  exceeded  in  a  nine  months' 
period  only  in  1912,  when  the  exports  from  Hongkong  for  the  first 
nine  months  were  valued  at  $3,312,708.  Tlie  declared  exports  to  the 
Philippine  Islands  for  the  nine  months'  period  in  the  past  two  years 
have  been  as  follows: 


Arllclej. 


Anlmnls  

Cement  

ri  oraicaH  

Cotton  and  manufiicturei  of. . 

Earthonnae  

Explosive):  Firewo:ks  

Fruit  and  nuts  

Leatlio'-  

Malcbes  

Meat  pioducts:  Lard  

Meial*  

Ifotlon  plctu;et  


1914 


r334 

s7,  :m 
12.:4J 
Id.",*  10 

31.191 

2.m 

114.2-13 
1.7W 
22, 03 J 

70.. '30 
42.130 


lots 


1400 

TO.;o-( 

IT-i  771 
29.986 

1.927 
J7.I19 

l,69fl 
38,075 

tt.6.'>9 
41,996 


Articles. 


Oil:  Ponnut  

HiC3  

Riik  

8pi  i,5,  vlrmi  

Su"ar  

Tea   

Tobacco  

Wood  andmanufac'.u  esof... 
Wool  and  manufiNCurej  of... 
All  other  artlclej  


Total . 


1914 

1911 

(:!4.7S7 

f,  77.. 121 

2,f00.K4O 

i'jo,7;:i 

171,231 

WIG 

4:-l 

41. ill 

17,343 

10.03.5 

8,703 

7,iOJ 

7.679 

4(i,2J>8 

2»,3<t5 

3.07S 

7£3,I28 

UD,380 

2,303,729 

3,«;4,aa 

Declared  Exports  to  Honolaln. 

The  declared  exports  to  Honolulu  show  little  variation  from  year 
to  year.  The  exports  for  the  first  nine  months  of  1915  show  a  sinall 
increase  over  those  of  the  .same  period  in  1914.  chiefly  accounted  for  by 
incrensed  siiipments  of  Chinese  wine,  tea,  silk,  fireworks,  and  chemi- 
cals. The  principal  items  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 

1914 

1913 

(7,968 
1. 341 

2,307 
1,083 

(8.953 

1.  F04 
3,37S 

2,  OSS 
368 

330 
14,SS5 

2,774 
12,475 

2,230 

Cotton  and  maaufacturi<3  of. . 
Explosives:  Fire  works  

If  OSS  and  sea-grass:  Se^-grass 

l>aper  and  manufactures  of. . . 
Rioe  

4S1 
10,049 
2,257 
13,008 
6 

ArUi^ 


Silk  and  mannfactures  of  

Spirits,  wtnos  

Suttar  

Tta  

Tobacco  

Wood  and  manutacture^of... 
AU  otbar  artidai  act  elanl- 
fiwi  

VotBl  «  


ISM 


11,100 

28,805 
788 

11.401 
5,269 
3,058 

•B,7« 


ins 


12,004 
39,194 
99a 
14.759 

fi.om 

3,909 
«>,4M 
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There  was  a  distinct  improTCsnent  in  most  lines  of  business  during 
the  dosing  montiis  of  1915,  more  as  a  reaction  fr<Hn  the  depressed  sit- 
uation which  has  existed  heretofore  than  by  reason  of  any  positive 
occasion  for  improvement.  There  is  every  reason  to  anticipate  that 
the  trade  with  the  United  States  will  be  largely  increased  in  the 
South  China  field  as  normal  volume  of  business  returns,  for,  aside 
from  the  ^reat  American  staples  usually  forming  the  bulk  of  Ameri- 
can trade  m  this  field,  there  is  increasing  demand  for  all  lines  of  goods 
not  now  to  be  had  from  Europe. 


DTCBEASED  8AIES  OF  COITBEHSE])  HILK  IN  LEEDS. 

(Consul  Honrer  M.  Byington,  Leeds,  England,  Dec,  l.J 

Up  to  the  beginning  of  November  milk  was  retailed  in  Leedfi  at 
4d.  (8  cents)  per  quart,  but  the  dealers  then  attempted  to  raise  the 
price  to  5d.  (10  cents).  As  in  the  case  of  butter,  where  the  people 
turned  to  margarine,  the  citizens  of  Leeds  reduced  their  ordei-s  for 
milk  and  substituted  condensed  milk  wherever  possible.  In  conse- 
quence the  demand  for  condensed  milk  increased  enoimously  and 
the  milk  dealers  were  quickly  brought  to  terms,  so  that  a  compromise 
was  eiTected  by  retailing  fresh  milk  at  4Jd.  (9  cents)  per  quart.. 
However,  having  become  accustomed  to  condensed  milk,  large  num- 
bers of  families  are  reported  to  be  continuing  its  use  and  the  sales 
are  consequently  larger  than  in  recent  years. 

[A  list  of  Tweeds  wholesale  grocers  may  be  obtained  niton  application  to  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  one  of  Its  district  offices.  Befer 
to  file  Na  70255.] 

EKOIAim  nfFOSTS  AUEBtCAH  TINFLAtES. 

[Extract  from  the  London  MomlnK  Post  of  Dec.  15,  triiDanUtted  by  Commercial  AttacM 
A.  H.  Baldwin,  Loodoo,  England.] 

Three  hundred  boxes  of  American  tinplates  are  due  to  arrive  at 
Swansea  on  Friday,  this  being  the  first  consignment  ever  sent  by 
the  United  States  to  that  place.  Previously  America  has  consigned 
only  very  few  parcels  of  waster  plates  to  this  country,  and  none  of 
these  went  to  Swansea.  The  view  is  held  that  in  all  likelihood  the 
plates  in  this  instance  will  be  reexported  to  the  Continent  under  the 
same  licensing  conditions  that  pertain  to  Welsh  tinplates,  but  the 
Welsh  tinplate  trade  is  greatly  concerned  with  the  eventual  possi- 
biiitira  of  this  innovation. 


DISC0TEB7  OF  FMTnrUH  IN  SFAIIT. 

[ Consul  P«rctTa1  Oaasett,  Malaga,  Not.  28.] 

Platinum  has  recently  been  discovered  in  the  mountains  near 
Ronda,  which  is  38  miles  from  Malaga,  on  the  way  to  Algeciras  and 
Gibraltar.  The  Spanish  Government  has  taken  possession  of  the 
ground,  and  the  work  of  developing  the  mine  will  be  carried  on  under 
the  direction  of  the  Geological  Institute.  The  Department  of 
Fomento  will  include  in  its  estimates  for  the  next  two  years  the  sum 
of  ftbout  ^9,000  each  year,  to  cover  the  cost  of  the  necessary  drilling 
machinery  and  instruments,  their  pres^vation  and  .repair,  as  well  aa 
tiie  expenses  of  the  personn^. 
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IHHEAAL  WEAITE  07  CHZNA. 

[Maneheeter  Guardian,  China  Nnmber,  Sept.  21.] 

There  are  26  kinds  of  minerals  to  be  found  in  nearly  every  part  of 
China.  Of  China's  mineral  resources  coal  ranks  first  in  abundance, 
covering  an  area  of  801,080  mow  (133,513  acres),  and  the  total  out- 
put for  1914  was  6,315,735  tons.  These  mines  are  under  the  control 
of  4,962  proprietors.  The  annual  production  of  iron  ore  is  about 
468,638  tons,  the  area  49,697  mow  (8,283  acres),  and  there  are  535 
proprietors.  The  annual  output  of  tin  ore  is  689,789  tons,  with  an 
area  of  22,197  mow  (3,700  acres)  and  28  proprietors.  In  the  case  of 
antimony  the  figures  are  28,316  tons,  4,309,047  mow  (718,175  acres), 
and  175  proprietors;  of  gold  71,582  ounces,  177,134  mow  (29,522 
acres),  and  199  proprietors;  of  silver  107,155  ounces,  19,995  mow 
f3,333  acres),  and  18  proprietors;  of  lead  13,527  tons,  14,009  mow 
(2,335  acres),  and  18  proprietors;  of  copper  10,963  tons,  44,586  mow 
(7,431  acres),  and  79  proprietors.  The  aggregate  output  of  petro- 
leum, sulphur^  quicksilver,  lime,  orpiment,  asbestos,  etc..  is  317,0!^ 
tons;  the  mimng  area  is  about  22,626  mow  (3,754  acres),  with  196 
proprietors. 

state  Administration  of  Hininp  Affairs. 

During  1913  the  Ministiy  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce  consid- 
ered it  wise  to  consolidate  the  controlling  power  in  respect  of  mining 
affairs,  and  as  a  result  the  Department  of  Mining  Affairs  was  cre- 
ated. Later,  offices  under  the  direction  of  controllers  were  also  es- 
tablished in  the  various  Provinces  to  promote  mining  enterprises. 
The  country  was  divided  into  eight  districts  with  prescribed  limits 
of  mining  land.  In  each  of  the  districts  there  was  to  be  the  Office 
of  the  Controller  of  Mining  Affairs.  The  first  district  covers  the 
Provinces  of  Sliantnng,  Shansi,  and  Honan;  the  second  district,  Muk- 
den, Kirin,  and  Heilungkiang ;  the  third  district,  Anhui,  Kiangsu, 
and  Chekiang;  the  fourth  district,  Kian^si,  Hunan,  and  Hupeh;  the 
fifth  district,  Shensi,  Kansu,  and  Sinkiang  (New  Dominion);  the 
sixth  district,  Fukien,  Kwangtung,  and  Kwangsi;  the  seventh  dis- 
trict, Yumian  and  ICweichow ;  and  the  eighth  district,  the  Province 
of  Szechwan.  It  was  not  until  the  third  year,  1914,  that  the  offices 
(if  the  controllers  for  the  first,  second,  third,  fourth,  and  the  seventh 
districts  were  established.  At  the  same  time  a  geological  society  tor 
the  purpose  of  investigating  mineral  matters  and  a  laboratory  of 
metallurgy  were  started.  Persons  of  all  nationalities  possessing  a 
special  laiowledge  of  mining  affairs  and  students  of  that  profession 
returned  from  abroad  were  either  invited  to  act  as  advisers  or  were 
appointed  as  assistants  in  the  Department  of  Mining  Affairs. 
Beoent  Changres  in  Admlnlstratioa. 

Mining'  regulations  were  drafted  and  put  in  force,  by  vii'tue  of 
which  the  rights  to  the  mining  land  were  well  protected. 

It  was  thought  afterwards  that  the  area  of  mining  land  under  each 
mining  controller,  in  most  cases  covering  three  Provinces,  was  too 
extensive  for  him  to  look  after  effectively.  So  in  March  of  this  year 
(1915)  all  the  five  offices  of  controllers  (three  had  not  yet  been  estab- 
lished) were  abolished,  and  the  power  and  functions  were  vested  in 
the  hands  of  the  Comniissionors  of  Finance  in  the  various  Provinces, 
with  two  mining  experts  as  assistants.  This  means  that  each  Prov- 
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inoe  has  to  take  care  of  its.  own  minin;^  affairs.  At  the  same  time  a 
Bureau  of  Mining  Affairs  was  established  to  take  the  place  of  the 
former  Department  of  Mining  Affairs. 
CmI— Abundance  of  Iron  Ore — Xln,  Copper,  Antimony,  and  Lead. 

Coal  is  found  in  Chihli,  Manchuria,  Shansi,  Kiangsi,  Shangtung, 
HitHian,  Kansu,  and  Yunnan.  The  output  varies  from  500,000  to 
8,000,000  tons  in  these  different  Provinces. 

Iron  ore  is  found  in  almost  every  Province,  but  only  in  a  few  dis- 
tricts is  it  worked  on  an  extensive  scale.  The  anniinl  production  of 
pig  iron  in  Hupeh  in  the  last  two  years  was  about  160,000  tons,  while 
the  total  amount  produced  in  Shansi,  Mukden,  and  all  the  other 
Provinces  put  together  was  also  about  160,000  tons.  If  in  all  cases 
tip-to;date  methods  were  employed  of  smelting  the  ores  by  means  of 
machinery  with  the  help  of  blast  furnaces,  in  places  where  coal  is 
easily  obtained  and  transportation  easy,  the  output  of  pig  iron,  be- 
sides supplying  the  country's  needs,  would  be  sufficient  to  meet  orders 
of  much  Digger  shipments  to  foreign  ports,  especially  Japan  and  the 
United  States. 

The  most  important  tin  deposits  are  those  of  Yunnan,  Kiangsi, 
Honan,  Kweichow,  and  Szechwan.  The  annual  output  of  pure  tin  ia 
about  4,000  tons.  A  considerable  quantity  of  tin  ore  produced  in 
other  Provinces  is  not  included.  Copper  used  in  coinage  finds  its 
chief  deposits  in  Yunnan,  Szechwan,  Kirin,  Anhui,  and  Kansu. 
The  annual  production  of  pure  copper  is  4,000,000  catties  (5,333,000 
pounds).  China  is  the  largest  producer  of  antimony  in  the  world. 
The  chief  centers  of  production  are  in  Hunan,  Yunnan,  and  Kwang- 
tung.  The  annual  production  of  antimony  (crude)  is  about  20,000 
tons,  refined  antimony  4,000  tons,  and  ore  about  15,000  tons.  The 
most  important  lead  deposits  are  those  of  Hunan,  Yunnan,  Kwangsi, 
Szechwan,  and  Kweicnow,  witii  an  annual  production  of  ore  of 
16,000  tons. 
6«Id  and  SllTcr. 

Gold  is  found  and  woi^ed  in  Heilungkiang,  Kirin,  Chihli,  Jehol, 
Shantung,  Hunan,  Yunnan,  Kansu,  and  Sinkiang  (New  Dominion). 
It  is  reported  that  very  few  prospective  gold  mines  are  known  to 
exist  in  the  various  Provinces;  that  the  mines  are  worked  by  native 
methods  or  by  the  combination  of  foreign  and  native  methods;  that 
the  gold-mining  industry  gives  little  promise  of  growth,  and  that  it  is 
not  sufficiently  promising  to  warrant  the  use  of  modem  machinery. 
Silver  is  China\  medium  of  exchange.  The  domestic  production 
is  80  small  that  it  has  little  effect  on  the  exchange  market  as  far  as 
money  supply  Is  concerned.  According  to  the  i*eport  of  last  year, 
the  annual  production  was  about  100,000  ounces.  It  is  known  to 
exist,  however,  in  more  than  a  hundred  localities  in  the  Provinces  of 
Childi,  Kirin,  Shantung,  etc.,  as  well  as  in  the  southwestern  Provinces. 


Consul  General  Albert  Halstead,  at  Vienna,  Austria,  has  transmit- 
ted through  the  Department  of  State  a  copy  of  the  report  on  the  codi- 
fication of  Austrian  insurance  laws,  by  George  II.  Lucas,  director  of 
agencies  for  the  New  York  Life  Insurance  Go.  for  southeastern  Eu- 
rope. The  report  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices. 
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FBEIOHTS  AFFECT  FEEDIHO-STTTIT  PRICES  IH  DENHABE. 

tConsuI  fienenil  K.  D.  WInslow,  CopenhaRtn,  Nov.  29.] 

The  liirgest  and  best  customer  for  American  cottonseed  meal  and 
cake  is  Denmark,  but  the  very  great  advance  in  prices  is  disconcert- 
ing. At  present  this  sort  of  feeding  stuff  is  about  the  only  supply 
obtainable,  Russia  refusing  to  send  out  any  sunflower  seeds.  The 
same  condition  obtains  for  the .  oil-producing  nuts  of  France.  A 
certain  amount  of  soya  cake  finds  its  way  to  Denmark,  but  the  delays 
encountered  have  made  the  business  unsatisfactory  and  unprofitable. 
The  feeders  in  Denmark,  consequently,  have  only  American  cotton- 
seed cake  as  a  certainty.  The  market  is  very  strong  and  firm.  The 
high  prices  for  the  cake  in  Denmark  are  due  chiefly  to  the  freight 
rates  from  Gulf  ports  to  Danish  ports. 

The  prices  paid  here  for  American  cottonseed  cake  are  certainly 
remarkable.  For  43  per  cent  cake,  the  price  is  $.'>fl  per  ton;  for  51 
per  cent  cake,  $63  per  ton ;  and  for  55  per  cent  cake,  $65  per  ton,  the 
cake  packed  and  for  January  arrival.  Large  receipts  are  expected 
fi'om  the  United  States  during  December,  but  expected  arrivals  after 
the  new  year  are  estimated  to  be  light 

Linieed  Cake,  Com,  and  Wheat  Prices. 

For  the  past  two  months  the  American  linseed-cake  market  in 
Copenhagen  has  been  very  quiet,  but  now  the  market  is  becoming 
active,  with  some  large  transactions.  Tlie  dealers  think  this  article  is 
at  present  reasonable  in  price  when  the  linseed  quotations  are  con- 
sidered. 

It  is  evident  that  the  high  prices  for  feeding  stuffs  are  mainly  due 
to  freight  rates.  The  market  price  for  mixed  corn  No.  3  is  now  $1.21 
to  $l.ii2  per  bushel,  January-February  or  February-March  delivery. 
New  crop  Manitoba  wheat  has  just  arrived  on  the  Danish  market, 
sales  being  made  at  $1.86  iier  bushel.  The  Danish  Government  has 
pui'chased  a  round  let  of  Duluth  Na  1  Northern  s])ring  wheat  and 
will  hold  it  for  an  emergency. 


HIKE  UONTHS'  EZf  OBTS  OF  BTTBBEB  FBOH  BB&ZII. 

[Wilemnn*«  UrnKUtan  RoTiew,  Nov,  23.1 

The  total  exports  of  crude  rubber  from  the  ports  of  Para  and 
Manaos  in  the  first  three  quarters  of  1915  were  25,172  tons  (ton  of 
1,000  kilos  or  2,204  pounds),  of  which  14,903  tons  went  to  Europe 
and  10,269  tons  to  the  United  States.  Tlie  finer  grades  of  rubber  were 
taken  in  nearly  equal  parts  by  Europe  and  the  United  States,  but  of 
the  more  inexpensive  grades  Europe  took  only  23  per  cent  while  the 
United  States  imported  77  per  cent.  English  vessels  carried  fo'^^ 
fifths  of  the  rubber  exports,  while  the  remaining  fifth  was  shipper 
in  Brazilian  bottoms. 

NEW  MATERIAL  FOB  CIGAB  BOXES. 

Special  Agent  Garrard  Harris  has  forwarded  from  Habana,  ^**J» 
samples  of  a  palm-fiber  material  which  is  being  advertised  as  n  sub~ 
stitute  for  cedar  in  making  cigar  boxes.  Two  sample  boxes  were  also 
sent.  These  samples  and  boxes  can  be  inspected  at  the  New  Yorfc 
district  office  of  this  Bureau,  Room  409,  Customhouse.  (Befer  to 
File  No.  814.)  n  ] 
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MOB  JUTD  CHSKIGAX  SXTITAXIOir  JX  CfBXEK  KAGfiDOHIA. 

[Consul  John  E.  Kebl,  Salonlkl,  Not.  19.1 

The  consular  district  of  Saloniki  depends  on  foreign  markets  for 
manufactured  drug  and  chemical  products;  but  a  considerable 
amount  of  crude  chemicals  are  exported  from  this  region,  including 
q)ium,  soda,  tanners'  bark,  wax,  seeds,  spices,  etc.  The  total  im-. 
ports  of  chemicals,  drugs,  and  derivatives  during  1914  amounted  to 
6,011  metric  tons  (2^04.6  pounds  each),  while  the  exports  of  crude 
chffloicals  totaled  442  tons. 

The  quantity  of  opium  sliipped  from  Saloniki  during  the  year 
was  173  metric  tons.  Of  this  amount  161,849  pounds,  valued  at- 
$873,907,  found  its  way  to  the  United  States.  [A  discussion  Of  the 
Iccal  Opium  market  was  published  in  Supplement  to  CoMMRftcE  Be- 
POBTs,  Annual  Series  No.  7b.  published  June  22,  1915.]  The  fri*eater 
part  of  the  remaining  crude  chemical  products  from  this  district' 
were  consumed  by  German  and  other  European  manufacturers,  but 
some  crude  saifron  was  shipped  to  the  United  States. 

Under  normal  conditions  the  great  bulk  of  manufactured  chemi-' 
cals,  drugs,  and  derivatives  used  in  this  district  is  supplied,  by  (Jer- 
many,  followed  by  England,  France,  Italy,  and  Austria- Hungary. 

Imports  and  Exports  of  Chemicals  and  Drugs. 

The  following  table  shows  tlie  amounts  of  the  imports  of  chemi- 
cals, drugs,  and  derivatives  into  and  the  exports  from  Saloniki  diu>- 
ing  1914 : 


Articles. 

Exports. 

1 

Impwts. 

Artidas. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

Tom, 
188 
2,M« 
81 
12 
40 
74 
77 

m 

163 

at 

13 
87 
20 
11 
33 
fiO 
ID 

Tom. 

Tom. 
100 
34 
474 
19 
10 
14 
H 
14 
1,238 

Id 

24 
34 
£25 

sg 

78 

IS 

173 

.... 

Salt,  English  

123 

10 
39 
« 

American  manufacturers  interested  in  securing  some  of  the  local 
drug  trade  are  advised  to  prepare  special  lists,  with  prices  fixed  for 
three  months  in  advance,  and  containing  full  information  as  to  terms, 
conditions  of  shipment,  etc.  Such  circulars  should  be  in  the  French 
language  and  should  be  sent  to  the  leading  local  hospitals  and  drug 
stores.  It  is  believed  that  this  plan,  if  consistently  carried  out, 
woold  result  in  cfotaimng  American  orders  from  this  district. 

[American  manufacturers  and  exporters  may  obtain  a  list  of  the  leading 
boqiitaJs,  dmgglsts,  etc..  In  Saloniki  from  the  Bureau  of  Porelmi  and  Domestic 
Qmmace  <v  one  of  its  district  offices.  Befer  to  file  No.  70360.] 
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NEW  BAuwAT  EaTTEPimrr  wm.  book  kexicah  tkade. 

[Consul  (teneral  Philip  C.  nnnnn,  Uontcrr>y,  Nuevo  Leon,  Dec.  4.] 

One  of  the  greatest  obstacles  to  the  reopening  of  business  here  is 
the  shortage  of  railway  equipment.  The  railways  are  greatly  in 
need  of  more  locomotives  and  a  very  large  number  of  freight  and 
passenger  cai*s.  It  is  believed  that  when  a  new  supply  of  locomo- 
tives -and  freight  cars  is  obtained,  the  railways  will  then  operate  a 
sufficient  number  of  trains  to  meet  the  growing  demands  resulting 
from  improved  conditions. 

Many  American  and  foreign  mining  men  have  returned  to  Mexico 
in  the  nope  of  opening  up  and  operating  their  properties,  but  some 
of  them  mform  me  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  them  to  operate 
until  the  railways  are  more  adequately  supplied  with  cars,  so  that 
they  will  be  able  to  move  the  products  of  the  mines  to  the  smelting 
plants  or  to  the  ore  markets.  They  state  that  as  soon  as  they  can 
obtain  cars  for  their  ore,  most  of  the  mines  in  this  part  of  the  Re- 
public will  reopen,  which  will  cause  the  smelters  to  resume,  and  will 
furnish  employment  to  thousands  of  laborers.  The  smelting  plants 
can  not  reopen  until  they  receive  a  proper  amount  of  ore,  and  the 
various  industrial  plants,  which  depend  upon  the  mining  interests 
for  much  of  their  business,  will  await  activity  among  the  mines  and 
smelters. 

Arrangements  Hade  for  Increased  Eqnipment. 

It  is  understood  that  arrangements  are  being  made  to  furnish  a 
sufficient  number  of  locomotives  and  cars  to  supply  these  demands, 
and  it  is  believed  that  this  will  result  in  cpnsiderable  improvement 
in  all  lines  of  business,  and  will  give  employment  to  a  very  large 
number  of  men. 

While  conditions  in  the  agricultural  districts  are  not  as  &:ood  ^ 
they  were  in  normal  times,  the  crops  have  yielded  a  considerable 
amount  since  the  period  of  last  summer's  famine.  Abundant  rain- 
fall has  resulted  in  fairly  good  corn  crops  in  the  States  of  Tamau- 
lipas  and  Nuevo  Leon.  Large  quantities  of  garden  stuff  have  been 
produced,  also,  and  the  people  are  not  suffering  from  a  food  sliort.- 
age,  as  they  were  some  months  ago.  Stores  are  better  stocked  with 
gi-oceries,  and  the  markets  are  better  stocked  with  various  kinds  of 
food  than  at  any  time  during  the  past  year. 

It  is  true  that  the  very  poor  and  unemployed  find  it  difficult  to 
obtain  sufficient  food  on  account  of  the  hign  prices.  The  number  of 
pei-sons  actually  suffering  for  necessary  food,  however,  is  small 
compared  with  last  May  and  June.  There  appears  to  be  prevailing 
a  more  hopeful  feeling. 

Americans  in  this  part  of  the  country  were  never  treated  with 
greater  consideration  than  they  are  to-day.  General  good  feeling 
prevails. 

VESSEL  ADUITTED  TO  AHEBICAH  EEQISTRY. 

During  the  two  weeks  ended  January  1,  1916,  there  was  admitted 
to  American  registry  under  the  act  of  August  18,  1914,  one  vessel, 
the  tank  steamer  IJeahlton,  formerly  the  German  tank  steamer  Pure- 
Ti(jht,  of  4,489  gross  tons,  now  owned  by  the  Standard  Oil  Co.  of 
Isfew  Yorki  The  total  number  of  vessels  admitted  from  July  1, 1915, 
to  January  1, 1916,  was  24,  of  64,843  gross  tons.  ^  . 
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SFITZBEBQEN  COAL  DEPOCOTS. 

[Consul  TaltKit  J.  Albert.  Brapswick,  Germany,  Dec.  8.] 

In  recent  jears  valuable  coal  deposits  have  been  discovered  in  Spitz- 
bergen.  The  extent  of  the  deposits  appears  to  be  enormous.  It  is 
estimated  after  careful  examination  that  two  strata  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  fiords  between  Advent  Bay  and  Green  Harbor  contain 
over  a  billion  tons  of  coaL  There  appears  to  be  also  a  third  stratum 
in  the  same  neighborhood.  The  strate  are  covered  with  sand,  which 
is  so  compact  that  ia  nuning  a  cave-in  seems  improbable.  The  coal 
is  remarkably  pure  and  is  broken  in  large  blocks.  The  temperature 
in  the  pits  during  almost  the  entire  year  is  under  the  freezing  point, 
consequently  no  water  runs  in  and  pumping  out  is  not  necessary. 
For  die  same  reason  there  is  no  dust,  and  the  miners  are  exposed  to 
few  dangers.  There  are  still  difficulties  in  shipping  and  transport- 
•ing  the  coal.  This  is  compensated  for  in  a  measure  oy  the  favorable 
conditions  of  loading,  as  it  is  bright  day  and  night  and  tha  work 
can  be  carried  on  without  interruption.  The  coal  is  considered  by 
the  Norwegian  railroad  people  to  be  considerably  superior  to  British 
coal.  Mining  operations  were  first  begun  by  the  British.  They  were 
followed  by  the  Americans  and  afterwards  by  Norwegians.  The 
exploiting  of  the  mines  increases  rapidly  from  year  to  year. 

[A  report  on  the  coal-miniiig  operaUons  In  Spltzbergoi,  prepared  by  Commer- 
dsl  AttacM  Henrr  D.  Baker,  Petrognd,  was  pabllahed  in  Comhbbci  Bxxobts 
for  Sept  8, 1016.] 


LOSSES  m  SOKE  WQUss  coTTOH-spinniHO  mils. 

(CoDsol  Franklin  D.  Hale,  Huddersflcld,  England,  Dec.  13.1 

A  statement  prepared  by  Mr,  John  Kidger,  of  Oldham,  has  been 
published  reviewing  the  past  year's  financial  conditions  of  100  cotton- 
f^inning  concerns.  Fifty-eight  of  these  had  losses  amounting  to 
{)r04,766;  the  42  others  made  profits  amounting  to  $631,672.  In  the 
latter  class  are  chiefly  ring-mill  spinning  firms  and  others  producing 
the  coarser  counts  of  yam. 

The  net  result  for  the  100  firms,  with  a  paid-up  capital  of  $17,580,- 
304,  was  a  loss  of  $73,094.  These  are  principally  of  the  older  type  of 
mill,  not  those  equipped  with  the  most  up-to-date  improvements  and 
methods  for  saving  money. 


Advertising  Oerman  Cities. 

Consul  Harry  G.  Seltzer,  of  Breslau,  Germany,  reports  that  a  novel 
and  interesting  method  of  advertising  cities  in  Germany  is  in  the 
form  of  a  brief  description  of  the  city  printed  on  the  back  of  a  regular 
mailing  envelope.  [A.  sample  envelope  was  transmitted  and  may  be 
examined  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  one  of 
its  district  office&] 


Kstrict  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Forei^  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Hfw  York,  Soom  408  United  States  Castomhonse;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
Vaited  States  CastomliOQae;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Bniiaing;  St.  Louis,  402  Third 
Rational  Bank  Bnilding;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Btiilding;  New  Orleans.  1020 
Hibemla  Bank  Bailding;  San  Francisco.  306  United  States  Customhoase;  Seattle, 
Ms  Alaska  Building.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
■me;  Ctndiuati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angeles.  Chamber  of  Commerce; 
Setr^t,  Board  of  Commeroe;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce.  r^^^^l^ 
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FOREiaN  TBASE  OPFORTUHHIES. 

BcMFved  addrcffses  may  b«  obtained  from  the  Borean  au6  Its  MmMct  oflleea.  Request 
for  each  opportunitj  sbould  be  on  a  leparate  sheet  and  the  ai«  a«mber  given. 

FUh  net$,  aaiicloth,  etc.  No.  19754. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Portugal 
reports  tlint  a  comnifsslon  flrm  desires  to  purcliose  articles  fur  the  fisntng 
Industry,  such  as  mt».  sailcloth,  tar  and  wire  rope.  Prices  should  be 
quoted  c  i.  f.  port  of  destination,  for  cash  against  documents.  Catalogues 
and  samples  are  desired.  Correspondence  should  be  in  Portuguese  or 
French. 

Veedlea,  kitelipn  utemils,  pendtt,  etc..  No.  197K». — A  commercial  a^ent  of  the 
Bureau  reports  that  a  firm  In  this  country  has  Inquiries  for' needles,  kitchen 
utensils,  clasps  for  women's  purses  and  bags,  pencils,  and  glass  bt^les.  It 
is  stated  that  cash  will  be  paid  in  New  Torfe  for  purchases. 

Iron  and  atecl  fixtures  for  office  chairs,  handles.  locks,  etc..  No.  19756. — ^A  C(nb> 
merclal  agent  of  the  Bureau  reports  that  a  flrm  In  Switzerland  desires  to 
estiiblish  commercial  relations  with  manufacturers  of  iron  and  steel  fixtures 
for  ofllce  chalr^  handles,  locks,  door  binges,  metallic  furniture,  pianoforte* 

casters,  etc. 

PertUiffing  materials.  No.  19757. — A  report  from  an  American  consular  officer 
in  Portugal  states  that  there  is  a  great  scarcity  of  fertilizing  materials  tn 
that  country.  Names  of  dealers  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  or  Its 
district  offices. 

Aiihpdrous  aulphurons  acid  and  carbonic  acid,  No.  18758. — An  American  con- 
sular offlcpr  reports  thnt  a  linn  In  Chile  desires  to  be  placed  in  communica- 
tion with  Anns  which  can  supply  anhydrous  sulphurous  acid  to  be  uned 
in  an  Ice-maklng  machine,  and  compressed  carbonic  acid  gas  for  charging 

beverages. 

Buhstitutc  for  cream  of  tartar.  No,  19759. — A  flrm  in  England  informs  an  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  that  It  desires  quotations  c.  1.  f.  port  of  destination 
from  mniiufacturors  of  substitutes  for  cream  of  tartar,  particularly  any 
substitute  made  of  inonubasic  phosphate  of  soda  and  com  starvb. 

Motor  tractors,  No.  19760. — A  Government  official  In  China  informs  an  Amo-i- 
can  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  receive  catalogues  ond  price  lists  for 
motor  tractors  averaging  $300  in  gold.  It  Is  stated  that  If  manufacturers 
can  meet  this  price  a  number  of  tractors  will  be  ordered. 

Knit  goods.  No.  ..TTC.l. — An  American  consular  officer  In  England  report.-?  that 
a  manufnctui-i'rs'  agent  In  his  district  desires  to  represent  manufacturers  of 
knit  underwear,  hosiery,  and  similar  dry  goods  tor  women  and  children, 

El€ctric4ight  flashing  signs.  No.  19762. — A  company  In  the  near  East  desires  to 
receive  price  lists  and  terms  on  elcctrlc-llght  flashing  signs. 

Children's  express  icagons,  No.  19763.— A  report  from  an  American  consalar 

officer  in  Canada  states  thnt  quotations,  preferably  c.  1.  f.,  in  half  <Ioasen 
and  dozen  lots,  of  crated  boys'  express  wagons  and  toy  vehicles  selling 
from  (1  to  $3,  are  desired  by  a  business  man  In  his  district. 

Rjepansion  holts.  No.  10764. — An  American  consular  ofllcpr  in  one  of  tite  Medi- 
terranean countries  desires  to  relelve  catalogues  from  manufacturers  of  ex- 
pansion boils,  and  a  few  samples.  If  possible.  A  list  of  hardware  dealers 
Ims  been  fora'ai'ded.  Corresiiondence  may  be  in  English. 

Machinery  for  making  straw  hats,  and  straw.  No.  18765.— A  commercial  organi- 
zation infiirnis  tlie  Ilumm  that  a  company  in  South  America  destfres  to 
receive  catalogues  of  maoliluery  for  umking  straw  hats,  together  with 
samples  of  straw  and  linlng»,  with  prices  and  discounts  for  caslu 

Haherdasherv  and  Hngerie.  No.  19760.— A  flrm  lu  Portugal  informs  an  Ameri- 
can consular  olfioer  that  It  desh-es  to  receive  catalogues  and  price  lists 
from  manufactnrcrs  of  haberdashery  of  all  kinds  and  llngei'le.  Bank  ref- 
erences arc  given.  Correspondence  may  be  in  Englisli. 
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LAST  Y£AB'S  PVBCHASES  FEOU  ITNITED  EIHaDOH. 

[Cablegram  from  Consul  General  Robert  P.  Skinner,  London.] 

The  total  declared  value  of  the  exports  from  the  United  Kingdom 
to  the  United  States  in  1913  was  $271,002,831 ;  in  1914,  $279,227,983 ; 
and  in  1915,  $273,550,598.  The  exports  from  Belfast  decreased  from 
$17,988,051  in  1914  to  $15,823,964  in  1915;  Bradford,  from  $30,358,795 
to  $19,801,748;  Dundee,  from  $9,622,517  to  $7,663,094;  Huddersfield, 
from  $5,600,100  to  $2,870,916;  Manchester,  from  $14,654,437  to  $11,- 
607,637.  The  exports  from  London  increased  from  $119,908,815  to 
$145,265,305,  the  chief  items  showing  an  increase  being  rubber, 
precious  stones,  and  wool.  The  exports  invoiced  for  the  Philippine 
Islands  were  valued  in  1914  at  $3,707,883  and  in  1915,  $2,618,577; 
to  Porto  Rico,  $515,841  in  1914  and  $424,326  in  1915 ;  Hawaii,  $438,162 
in  1914  and  $105,916  in  1915. 


PASCEIrf  OST  TBALE  OFFOBTUlinTT  IN  VEITEZUELA. 

[American  Minister  Preston  McGoodwln.  Caracaa,  Dec  2.] 

Ajuiouncement  was  made  by  the  Government  of  Venezuela,  on  No- 
Tember  27,  of  the  signing  of  a  postal  convention  in  Panama,  on  No- 
vember 20,  by  the  secretary  of  foreign  relations,  and  the  consul  gen- 
eral of  Venezuela.  American  firms  on  the  Canal  Zone  have  an  oppor- 
tunity for  building  up  a  parcel-post  trade  with  Venezuela.  At  pres- 
ent there  are  three  direct  steamship  lines  between  Colon  and  Vene- 
zuelan ports — the  French,  Italian,  and  Spanish  lines. 


8EIFFING  FACILITIES,  ECTTADOB  TO  TTNITED  STATES. 

[Consul  Genernl  Frederic  W.  Coding,  Guayaquil,  Dec.  6.] 

The  Merchants  Line  of  steamers  (W.  R.  Grace  &  Co.),  are  calling 
frequently  at  the  port  of  Guayaquil,  and  depart  with  full  cargoes 
consisting  mostly  of  cacao  to  San  Francisco.  The  cargoes  are  trans- 
shipped at  San  Francisco  for  New  York,  the  freight  being  $37.50  per 
ton  (of  2,240  pounds  each) . 
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AHEBICAH  PBODTTCnOir  OF  BBOKIHR 

[Commeielal  Asent  Ttwmaa  H.  Hort<»L) 

The  entire  photographic  trade  of  the  country  is  suffering  seriously 
from  the  lack  of  adequate  supplies  of  bromine  for  use  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  the  various  bromides  employed  in  the  production  of  photo- 
graphic chemicals.  The  scarcity  of  oromides  for  use  in  therapeuti<» 
is  likewise  felt  in  an  increa^g  degree  by  the  medical  profession. 

Both  categories  of  consumers  will  undoubtedly  welcome  with  in- 
terest the  announcement  that  tJtie  bromine  wells  in  and  about  Pomeroy, 
Ohio,  and  Mason  Cityj  W.  Va.,  have  again  been  put  into  active 
commission,  after  remaining  in  a  state  of  idleness  for  a  number  of 
years.  The  present  monthly  production  will  amount  to  6  or  6 
tons.  This  amount  will  contribute  notably  to  lessen  the  present  short- 
age. It  is  highly  probable  that  at  an  early  date  American  manufac- 
turers of  bromides  will  be  able  to  meet  the  normal  d^ooands  of  domes- 
tic c<msamption. 

The  American  output  of  bromine  has  largely  been  conomtrated  in 
Michigan  and  Pennsylvania,  in  connection  with  the  ssdt  industry  of 
those  States.  The  total  output  reached  its  maximum  in  the  years 
1905  to  1907,  inclusive.  It  averaged  durinf?  these  three  years  642 
short  tons.  In  1910  it  sank  to  122  tons.  During  the  past  four  yearS} 
1911  to  1914,  the  average  output  was  306  short  tons. 

There  has  not  been  any  very  notable  importation  of  bromine  and 
of  bnnnides  from  Europe.  There  has,  however,  been  a  very  burge 
importation  of  photogrRphic  paper  from  Germany.  The  annual 
imports,  prior  to  the  war,  amounted  to  about  $730,000. 

It  is  now  hoped  that,  with  the  resumed  activity  of  the  bromine 
wells  in  the  vicmity  of  Pomeroy,  American  manufacturers  of  photo- 
graphic materials  will  soon  be  in  a  position  to  furnish  ail  needed  sup- 
plies 80  far  as  the  use  of  iha  various  bromides  is  concerned. 

SVSPERSION  OF  STEAHSHIF  SEBVICS. 

IConsul  Homer  Brett,  La  Gnaln,  VeDnaela,  Dec.  21.] 

The  vessels  of  the  La  Veloce  Line  of  steamers  have  been  requisi- 
tioned by  the  Italian  Government  and  the  monthly  service  heretofore 
maintained  by  them  over  the  route — Genoa,  Marseille,  Barcelona, 
Teneriffe,  Trinidad,  La  Guaira,  Port  Limon,  Colon,  and  return— has 
been  indefinitely  suspended.  These  vessels  brought  to  Venezuela 
olive  oil,  wines  and  liquors,  cotton  goods,  hosiery  and  knit  goods, 
thread,  confectionery,  perfumeryj  and  drugs  and  medicines  from 
Italy,  France,  and  Spain.  In  their  absence  all  these  articles  will  be 
in  a  measure  more  difficult  to  obtain  and  oorreq)onding  opportuni- 
ties will  be  open  to  American  exporters. 


American  Porchases  of  Sugar  and  Kolaises. 

According  to  invoices  certified  at  the  American  consulate  at  Cien- 
fuegos,  Cuba,  the  exports  of  sugar  from  the  district  to  the  United 
States  during  1915  amounted  to  673,663,360  pounds,  valued  at 
$23,287,550,  as  compared  with  669,803,550  pounds,  valued  at 
$15,457,239,  for  1914.  The  American  purchases  of  molasses  amounted 
to  24,359,500  gallons,  valued  at  $606,900,  as  compared  with  4,610,000 
gallons,  valued  at  $120,500,  for  1914. 
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PBOSPERITT'S  CONTINTTAHCE  HT  miTED  STATES. 

Secretary  of  Commerce  Redfield  has  made  public  n  memorandum 
relative  to  a  continuance  of  the  country's  prosperity,  wliich  was 
recently  submitted  by  him  to  the  President.  The  statement  is: 


Pursuant  to  the  sugsestion  tlmt  I  send  you  n  lueinorniulum  resi>ec'tiiig  a  oon- 
tinuance  of  the  country'a  prosi>ority,  permit  m*'  to  submit  the  fullowiug: 

In  the  first  pince,  it  ia  uot  to  be  exjK?ttecl  tliat  our  bushiess  moveiiiout  will 
continue  lu  its  present  fonu.  lu  the  week  wlileh  closetl  wUli  Hocember  11,  our 
exports  were  nearly  or  quite  $100,000,000  in  viiluc,  ami  the  ajtpaivut  fuvornble 
balance  on  uierclmndise  transactions  was  $00,000,000.  No  one  dreams  tluit  we 
can  now  or  in  the  near  future  maintain  an  expert  movenieitt  of  over  $o,000,000,000 
annnal  value,  or  that  we  may  sanely  exi>e<'t  an  apparent  net  balance  la  our 
lavor  on  nierehandlso  transactions  of  $3,000,000,000  in  any  one  year. 

It  Is  aliiie  impossible  and  undesirable  that  those  tlUngs  sliould  continue.  It 
Is  impossible,  If  for  no  other  reason,  because  the  world  has  not  ttie  power  to  pay 
to  any  one  nation  such  vast  sums  for  any  long-continued  period  In  addition  to 
the  waste  of  war.  The  nations  are  not  spending  tlieir  income  in  oiu-  mariiets 
but  their  capital,  and,  vast  as  It  is,  there  are  limits  to  whicii  tlie  continuance  of 
the  processes  is  undesirable,  for  It  would  make  us  the  Midas  among  the  nations 
and  produce  a  moral  orerstraln  that  wonid  be  dangerous.  We  should  be  sub- 
jected, through  having  such  a  giant's  strength,  to  the  temptation  to  use  It  like 
a  giant.  Every  evil  that  excessive  power  brings  to  men  would  threaten  us.  It 
not  be  discussed,  for  no  one  exiiects  it  to  exist. 

Wo  may  turn,  however,  from  the  abnormnJ  present  to  consider  what  promise 
there  ia  of  a  normal  prosi>erity  basi'd  upon  cuiulitlons  after  tlio  war  shall  cease. 
When  the  war  began  we  were  third  anions  the  nntions  in  international  trade. 
Now  we  are  the  first.  Whether  wc  shall  remain  tlio  first  depends  upon  the 
vision  and  energy  of  our  bankers,  manufacturers,  merchants,  and  formers.  If 
the  fitlse  doctrine  of  American  Inability  to  compete  and  the  provincial  dread 
of  transactions  outside  our  own  borders  shall  continue  to  control  American 
enterprise,  then  we  may  react  to  our  former  inferior  place.  If  a  broader  out- 
looli  and  a  sane  confidence  shall  have  replaced  the  former  fear  of  ghosts,  then 
we  may  look  to  certain  existing  facts  as  foundations,  not  only  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  our  relative  place  in  the  foreign  field,  but  for  the  continuance  of  a 
high  degree  of  prosperity. 

Sound  Syttem  of  Pinanoe  Provided. 

We  have  for  the  first  time  In  our  history  a  sound  system  of  finance.  In  this 
one  respect  Is  our  preparedness  complete.  Our  finances  can  be  mobilized  on 
demand  to  meet  the  needs  of  trade.  By  this  Is  removed  one  of  the  great  ele- 
ments of  that  doubt  which  always  hinders  commerce;  for  uncertainty  is  the 
foe  of  trade,  and  doubt  1ms  always  existed  heretofore  as  to  our  weathering  a 
financial  storm.  That  doubt  exists  nn  more.  We  were  put  to  an  unprecedented 
strain  In  August  and  September  of  1014,  when  as  yet  our  reserve  system  was 
but  born.  It  stood  us  In  good  stead  In  its  infancy.  Indeed,  the  promise  of  Its 
birth  gave  a  new  sense  of  security.  Now  that  it  is  full  grown,  we  rest  safely 
upon  It.  Enterprise  and  Investment  may  move  with  a  certitude  never  knowa 
before  as  regards  our  fiscal  system.  The  liquid  wealth  which  the  Fecleral 
reserve  aj-stem  safeguards  was  never  such  as  it  is  to-day.  We  hold  the  greatest 
gold  re5(er\'e  of  history,  and  the  new  power  to  mobilize  our  rc-sourccs  is  matched 
by  an  extension  of  those  resources  to  a  hitherto  unknown  deprreo.  Both  finan- 
cial power  and  effective  means  of  using  that  power  are  in  our  possession. 
Neither  In  Its  present  ^legi-ee  has  ever  existed  aa  a  foundation  on  which  to  build 
our  business.  Togetlier  they  form  a  basis  of  coniuierclal  and  financial 
opportunity. 

The  wealth  of  the  land  Is  widely  dir.trlhuted.  The  "Annalist "  for  December 
13  says:  "The  rural  iHtpuIntlon  Is  rolling  in  wealth  and  the  fundamental  con- 
ditions ore  very  sound.  Corporate  and  individual  economies  have  created  a 
vaitt  store  of  capital  which  Is  seeking  employment  in  gootl  securities," 

Aallroads  Able  to  lake  up  Development  Work. 

The  prosperous  comlltions  which  vast  crops  have  happily  brought  our  farmers 
Is  not  confined  to  tbcm.  I.abor  Is  employed  the  whole  land  over,  and  there  are 
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more  than  hints  in  places  of  an  Insnfficleot  supply.  The  railroads,  which  are  at 
once  oar  greatest  buyers  and  our  largest  employers,  are  becoming  prosperous, 
and  the  opportunity  opens  to  them  for  taking  up  development  work  long  de- 
ferred. This  will  of  Itself  give  long  employment  to  thousands,  and  by  Its  Indirect 
effects  will  keep  many  a  factory  busy.  Students  of  the  railway  problem  know 
that  in  the  past  bard  days,  much  needed  work  has  been  left  undone,  and  that 
vast  expenditures  are  needed,  and  needed  soon,  to  keep  our  railway  syston 
abreast  of  the  naUonal  needs.  The  earnings  now  exist  for  these  tmproTenwnts 
and  the  financial  system  Is  available  and  the  fiscal  power  to  carry  them  out 

The  economies  forced  upon  railways.  Industrial  corporations,  and  Individuals 
In  recent  years  are  a  potent  factor  In  maintaining  prosperity.  Our  business 
Is  being  better  done,  less  wnstefully  done,  than  hitherto.  There  is  a  new  tone 
of  efficiency  In  factory,  in  office,  on  the  farm,  and  In  the  work  of  the  railway 
manager.  We  shall  enter  the  revised  world's  arena  l>etter  trained  for  the 
struggle  than  we  were  when  the  former  game  closed.  We  have  lost  certain 
proTlnclfilUms.  Our  horizons  are  wider.  Names  that  were  strain  are  com- 
mon at  oar  breakfast  tables.  Our  relation  with  the  whole  world  Is  mwe  con- 
scious. It  is  not  as  strange  a  thing  as  it  was  to  many  of  ns  to  do  bnslneBs 
across  the  sea. 

We  have  working  tools  that  we  have  not  had  before.  The  Federal  reserve 
system  at  home  is  matched  by  the  opening  of  American  banks  abroad,  and  of 
late  we  have  had  the  beginning  of  deliberate  promotive  American  financing  of 
foreign  enterprises  through  which  instnunentallty  our  rivals  have  so  long 
pro^^ed. 

Buyl^,  BelUng,  Loaning,  and  Saving  Power  Greater  Than  Ever  Before. 

If  I  am  correct  In  the  above  analysis  the  buying  power  of  the  United  States 
Is  greater  than  It  has  ever  been,  and  tills  power  is  more  widely  distributed. 
The  Belling  power  of  the  United  States  is  greater  tlian  It  has  ever  been,  and  this 
Is  more  widely  distributed  than  hitherto.  The  loaning  power  of  the  United 
States  Is  greater  than  it  has  ever  been,  and  this  Is  more  widely  distributed  also. 
The  saving  power  of  the  United  States  Is  greater  than  it  has  ever  been  and  this 
also  is  widely  distributed.  Back  of  all  those  lie  resources,  well  developed  Indeed, 
but  relative  to  their  total  extent  almost  nntouched,  and  the  power  and  the  re- 
sources  are  In  the  control  of  a  people  awalce  as  never  before  to  the  opportunities 
which  these  give  them. 

The  so-called  war  order  bulks  largely  in  the  press  and  In  the  popular  mind, 
and  some  say  that  the  end  of  the  war  means  the  end  of  such  orders  and  hence  a 
slump.  I  find,  however,  that  the  "  Analyst "  I  have  quoted  says  also :  "  Those 
who  have  been  much  Impressed  with  the  extent  to  which  business  improvanent 
has  hinged  upon  war  orders  are  gratified  to  find  it  less  and  less  so.  Itallroads 
again  are  alert  and  Insistent  customers,  and  their  needs  are  truly  great." 

There  Is  no  doubt  that  with  the  war's  end  a  change  must  come.  The  war 
order  must  be  replace<l  by  the  peace  order,  and,  as  has  l>eeQ  said,  the  whole 
foreign  trade  must  readjust  Itself  to  a  more  normal  basis.  Certain  good  cus- 
tomers, however,  have  not  l>ought  much  of  us  in  the  last  year,  and  their  business 
must  in  large  part  return  with  the  war's  close.  We  sold  to  Germany,  Austria- 
Hungary,  and  Belgium  about  four  hundred  and  forty  millions  In  value  yearly. 
Much  of  tbis  must  return  with  the  coming  of  peace.  Our  annual  sales  to  Mexico 
should  Increase  by  thirty  mllilons  to  reach  their  former  limit  We  are,  further- 
more, the  source  from  which  purcliases  for  rehabilitation  must  be  made.  The 
destruction  by  war  is  not  yet  over.  No  one  knows  how  much  further  it  will  go. 
Already,  however,  from  both  groups  of  belligerents  tliere  Is  assurance  of  heavy 
purchases  of  munltloDS  of  peace  to  ottset.  In  part  at  least,  the  sales  of  munitlona 
of  war. 

ITnited  States  Kay  Keep  First  flaee  If  It  Will. 

If  my  analysis  Is  sound,  we  shall  lose  the  abnormal  part  of  our  export  trade 
and  shall  fall  back  to  a  basis  which  we  may  fairly  expect  will  be  larger  than 
that  before  the  war.  We  may  keep.  If  we  will,  the  first  place.  It  depends  on 
Ours^ves.  Ahout  It  only  this  one  thing  can  lie  said  with  certainty,  viz,  that 
this  opportunity  and  the  prosperity  affected  by  It  will  be  just  what  we  choose 
to  make  It.  Meanwhile  other  enterprise  now  in  large  part  deferred  by  the 
abnormal  export  conditions  will  come  Into  life  and  effect  There  must  be  re- 
adjustments from  pi-esent  conditions  to  future  ones,  the  i^ress  of  wUcb  wUl  de- 
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peod  npon  the  wisdom  with  which  the  present  Ls  iitUizcd.  But  ttiere  scorns  noth- 
ing that  threatens  the  contlnunnce  of  a  geucral  prosperity  bnse^l  upon  sound 
aod  well-nnderstood  economic  forces. 

Our  merchant  marine  Is  larger  than  It  hafi  ever  been  and  Is  growing.  Our 
commerce,  therefore,  Is  increasingly  under  our  own  control,  an/1  we  may  hope 
will  soon  be  free  from  the  restrictions  which  the  necessities  of  tliose  upon  whom 
we  hare  had  to  depend  for  carriage  of  our  );oodii  have  impoMHl  ui>4>n  it. 

(Signed)         WtrxiAU  O.  Uedkiexd, 

Secretary. 


BBADFOBD  ELECT2ICITT  W0BE3  PROFITABLE. 

ICoDi?ul  Augustus  K.  Ingram.  Bradford.  p:aglaii{],  Dec.  0.] 

The  report  of  the  work  of  the  Bradford  electricity  department  for 
the  jear  ended  October,  1915,  has  just  been  issued.  It  snows  that  an 
increase  of  nearly  three-quartei-s  of  a  million  units  was  recorded, 
derived  from  all  branches  of  the  supply,  with  the  exception  of  the 
tramways  section,  the  output  for  which  showed  a  slight  decrease 
from  the  preceding  year's  figure.  The  income  for  the  year  from  all 
sources  was  $718,218,  or  an  increase  of  $17,870  over  tlie  figure  for 
1914.  The  net  profit  on  the  year's  working,  amounting  to  $92,249, 
is  the  highest  recorded  in  the  history  of  the  department. 

Out  of  the  year's  profits,  $24,333  was  appropriated  in  relief  of  the 
city  rates,  $33,628  was  expended  on  cai>ital  works,  and  $553  applied 
to  the  depreciation  of  meters  purchased  for  stock,  the  balance  being 
transferred  to  the  account  for  depreciation  and  renewals. 

Owing  to  the  Government  restriction  on  expenditures,  both  na- 
tional and  municipal,  it  has  been  necessary  to  posti)one  various 
extension  schemes.  Contracts  for  coal  have  been  made  at  consider- 
ably enhanced  prices.  Increases  have  been  made  in  the  wages  paid 
to  all  grades  of  workmen  employed  in  the  department. 

Large  Government  contracts  having  been  placed  with  textile  man- 
ufacturers and  others  in  the  vicinity,  mcreased  supplies  of  electricity 
for  power  purposes  have  been  taken  from  the  corporati(m.  In  addi- 
tion to  many  new  consumers,  a  contract  has  been  entered  into  with  a 
firm  manufacturing  and  introducing  electric  furnaces,  a  new  indus- 
try in  this  district,  and  one  which  !ins  been  located  here  because  the 
electricity  depai-tment  was  able  to  pledge  itself  to  supply  the  large 
amount  of  current  required. 


XWENTY-FOnR-HOlTB  CLOCKS  IN  DENIIIABE. 

[Consul  Cenrrnl  K,  !>.  Wliislow.  CopcnhaRpn.  Uph.  17  ] 

From  January  1,  191G,  12  o'clock  at  nisrht  will  be  termed  by  the 
telegriiph  and  telephone  authorities  in  Denmark  as  24  o'clock:  1 
o'clock  p.  m.  will  be  known  as  13  o'clock,  and  so  on  until  24  o'clock, 
which  is  midnight. 

The  tinie  stamped  on  telegi*ams  received  for  transmission  or  at 
hand  for  delivery  will  correspond  to  the  new  system  of  reckoning; 
as.  for  example,  16.24  o'clock  will  mean,  according  to  the  12-hour 
system,  4,24  p.  m. 

This  reform  is  following  what  has  been  clone  by  neighboring 
countries,  such  as  Sweden,  Russia,  and  Norway. 
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KOVEHEirr  OF  COAI,  ABD  COKE. 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  will  hereafter 
publish,  in  Couuerce  Refosts,  monthly  statements  showing  the  coal 
transported  over  13  leading  Eastern  railroads.  Stat^ents  tor 
the  montiis  of  July,  August,  and  September,  which  are  now  ready 
for  publication,  will  appear  in  suc^eding  issues  of  these  reports. 
The  statement  for  July  follows: 


C1>S8M  ftud  railroads. 


Originating  on  Unc. 


18U 


2VU 


RecelvAd  from  cooueo- 


1914 


TotaL 


1914 


19U 


OHLT. 

Anthntdte: 

B.  A  O  

B.  R.  &  P  

B.  A  Snaq.  

c.  A  oT!:.  

Erto  , 

H.4B.  T.  U  

Penn  

P.  &  L.  E  

P.6.4N  , 

Virgliiian  

W.Md  


Skortbmt. 


SDtori  ton*. 


«98,70» 


«S6,7S4 


fikort  tone 

73,223 

i,m 

200 

m 

153,786 


348, 3U 


S56,S7» 


382,180 


S24 
413 

21,139 


Bhmttona. 
70,248 
8,970 
207 
1,319 
127,033 
73 

297,441 
48 

278 
149 

23,033 


Sharttm*. 
72,238 
6,060 
200 
S78 


680.491 


624 
498 

21,139 


ToUl  

BitmnlDous: 

B.  AO  

B.,  R.  &  P.  

B.  A  6uso  

C.  A  O  

Erie  

H.  AB.  T.  H  

N.  Y.  C.  A  H.R.  (Bnflalo 

and  East)  

N.  A  W  

P«ui  

P.  A  L.  E  

P.  8.  A  N  

Vfrgtniaii  

W.ltd  , 


1,047,165 


1.011,399 


685,423 


529,590 


1,632,588 


3,222,360 
£93.923 
81,290 

1,606,854 
10,495 
46,218 

430,656 
1,668,330 
3,515.863 
673.402 
138,076 
239,667 
265,330 


3,  £06,  $44 
645, 186 
77,688 

1,872,367 
18,991 
66,532 

504,003 
2,301,796 
3,350.213 
632,087 
232.016 
314.028 
284,699 


616,485 
6,864 


133,497 
468,969 
21,433 


373.034 
250,303 
396,033 
678 
36.772 
334,628 


Total. 


11,732,464 


12.808,448 


2,538,743 


COAL  CARRIED  FOB  COH PAHT 
rUXL. 

Anibradte: 

Erto  

Penn  , 


21,050 
12,046 


19,453 
12.001 


4,311 
14,053 


Tolal. 


33.096 


31, 5U 


18,303 


BltumlDous: 

B.  AO  

B.  H.  &  P  

B.  A  Busq  , 

C.  A  O  

Erie  , 

n.AB.T.  U  

N.  Y.  C.  A  H.  R.  (Buffalo 

and  East)  , 

N.AW  

Peiin  

P.  A  L.  E  

P.,S.AN  , 

VlreiniatL  , 

W.lld  , 


881,263 
41,040 

6,607 
139,033 
140,588 

2,968 

290,813 
301,717 
643,121 
24,<)62 
5,958 
20.407 
09.934 


27S.830 
48,810 

6.060 
153.031 
152,659 

3,649 

233,618 
303,524 
616,799 
27,664 
6,173 
23,113 
44,313 


18,430 


43 

"73,386 


10,621 

132 
3,000 


104 


Total  

COKI  CARRIED,  rOR  RKVEmiE 
AMDrUEL. 

B.  AO  

B.,R.&P  

B.  A  8i»q.  


1,842,200 


1,004,043 


114,604 


173,007 
21,195 
43,834 


230.105 
39,228 
48,SU 


80,709 
251 


535,683 
6,600 
46 

182,289 
641,403 
24,011 


331,183 
311,933 
317,700 
830 
46.500 
457,617 


2,738,846 
600,777 
81,290 
1,800,351 
4/9,464 
67,B6i 

420,656 
3,241.434 
3.766, 158 
1,060.440 
138.7114 
266.439 
699,068 


2,756,183 


14,371,207 


11,043 


SS,9B1 
30,008 


11,043 


61,369 


0,345 


181,899 


17,043 


5,523 


899,683 
41,010 

6,549 
129.033 
212,974 

2,068 

390,813 
221,238 
648.243 
28,871 
6,068 
90.511 
S0.9M 


211.997 


110,680 
1.085 


1.960,794 


S89.710 
3I.44S 
48,881 


70.248 
8,9!0 
207 
1.810 
763.726 
73 

063.020 
46 

278 
176 


1,640,905 


3,042,437 
052.776 
77,734 
3,0M.666 
660.303 
U,143 

604,003 
2,632,078 
3,668. 146 
949.787 
383.836 
360.537 
742,310 


15.659,631 


19, 483 


43,  U8 


284,674 
48,810 
63,060 
152,031 
334.458 
2,649 

233,618 
231.46? 
616,709 
33,187 
0,173 
33,187 
44.00 


1.900.010 


847.451 

ao,sos 

48,088 
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ansa  uid  railroads. 

OrlgbiRtlns  on  Ud$. 

Beulred  f'-om  conneo- 
tlons. 

Total. 

1914 

1015 

1914 

1915 

1914 

1B15 

COR  CtBRI^DPOB  REvexi?E 

AKP  ruu.— ooniiDued. 

Short  tons. 
15.533 

Short  totit. 
8,973 

Short  long. 
9,SO0 
101.110 
4.^0 
1.178 
530,'.10 
aG3  335 
i;l,207 

Short  Um», 
12.1»« 
89,897 
109 
1,053 
290  072 
411, 2ro 
15.479 

Short  timi. 
25.033 
101. 110 

2.f>a-. 

88,  .'07 
M2  1.12 
411. 3:8 

24.  COS 

Short  torn. 
21.960 
80.897 
8.221 
73.988 
1.091.344 
4C7,374 
21,109 

H.4B.  T.U  

Onmd  totsl,  coal  aod 

ST. 329 
€03,713 
iS  DG3 
3,4U1 

8,112 
72,P33 
KH.2T3 
56,024 

6,l>90 

l,O0I,6£O 

1,267,920 

819. 9e3 

l,S21,fl03 

2,206,542 

ifi,«afl,«ss 

16.803,938 

4,07a,ssa 

4,448,035 

19,733,&51 

-    ...  -'  j-m 

Non.— To'als  do  not  Include  amounts  for  coal  reoeivod  hj  ibo  N.  Y.  C.  &  II.  R.  R.  R.  from  con- 
neeiions.  TI.e  Soathem  Railwsr  transported  310,945sho.t  tons  o(  bituminous  cool  during  July,  1014,  and 
MfiK  aluKt  tons  durinc  Jutjr,  1016. 


HITSE-OZ  FELTS  IH  WniHIFEa. 

[Consul  General  Frederick       Ryder,  Winnipeg,  Manitoba,  Dec.  4.] 

A  hoiise  of  Montreal  and  Winnipeg  purchased  the  major  portion  of 
this  year's  yield  of  musk-ox  pelts.  The  musk  ox  is  fast  following  the 
buffalo  to  commercial  extinction,  and  its  fur  will  be  in  n  few  years  as 
hard  to  find  as  n  first-class  bnlFalo  robe  is  to-day.  Tb*^  aniinul  is 
found  on  the  shores  of  the  Arctic  Ocean  in  the  Muckenzie  district; 
the  farther  north  the  better  the  fur.  Ksquimaux  hunt  the  musJi  ox, 
which  is  very  gentle  and  easily  taken.  The  pelts  are  shipped  by  dog 
team  and  canoe  down  to  tlie  fur-trading  posts  of  the  Canadian  west. 
Owing  to  the  distance  of  the  musk-ox  habitat  from  civilization,  very 
few  skins  can  be  brought  down  at  a  time,  and  the  number  of  robes 
on  the  market  each  season  is  necessarily  limited. 

Because  of  the  northerly  latitudes  in  which  the  animal  lives,  the 
musk  ox  has  very  thick  fur.  At  the  base  of  the  long,  flowing  hair, 
sometimes  40  inches  in  length,  which  is  the  distinguishing  mark  oi 
the  musk  ox,  there  is  a  thick  growth  of  wool,  so  that  a  robe  made  up 
from  one  of  these  pelts  is  capable  of  withstanding  any  cold. 

London  was  the  central  market  for  musk-ox  robes  before  the  war, 
but  this  year  New  York  took  its  place.  The  supply  being  limited, 
the  season's  catch  is  usually  put  up  for  sale  in  a  single  lot. 


GLASSWABE  ASH  GLASS  BOTTLES  IN  SOUTH  ATEICA. 

(Vice  Consul  John  W.  Dye,  Johannosburg,  Not.  20.] 

Exporters  of  table  glassware  and  glass  bottles  are  requested  to 
send  to  the  American  consul,  Johannesburg,  Transvaal,  South  Africa, 
their  catalogues  with  price  lists  and  full  information  in  reference 
to  discounts,  c  i.  f.  Port  Elizabeth  or  Durban  if  possible,  otherwise 
f.  0.  b.  New  York,  Boston,  or  Philadelphia.  There  have  been  num- 
erous inquiries  from  local  importers  for  this  class  of  goods,  and  oa 
receipt  of  catalogues  with  full  particulars  orders  will  undoubtedly, 
be  placed. 
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EXHIBITION  OF  GOUTINEllTAI  HAFTrFACTUKES  IN  BBITAIN.  ' 

[Conaul  RomerM.  BjiDgton' Leeds,  England,  Nov.  29.] 

An  exhibition  of  goods  made  in  Continental  Europe  has  been  held 
in  London  for  nearly  a  year.  This  exhibition  is  now  being  transported 
to  various  important  manufacturing  centers  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom  where  manufacturing  finns  most  likely  to  successfully 
compete  in  certain  lines  are  located. 

Tne  exhibition  consists  of  about  6,000  samples  of  varied  Conti- 
nental manufactures  sold  in  foreign  markets,  each  sample  being 
marked  with  the  wholesale  price,  the  country  in  which  it  was  pro- 
cured, and  the  terms  of  purchase.  The  exhibition  was  sent  last  to 
Vottingham,  where  the  samples  of  lace  and  embroidep'  were  most 
carefully  studied.  For  the  week  of  Kovember  8  to  13  it  was  housed 
in  the  iJeeds  town  hall,  where  the  cloth,  blankets,  etc.,  received  ^»ecial 
attention. 

The  samples  in  the  exhibition  were  collected  by  the  Commemal 

Intelligence  Department  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  qualified  repre- 
sentatives were  in  attendance  to  answer  all  inquiries  regarding  them. 
The  Leeds  Chamber  of  Commerce,  which  was  instrumental  in  secur- 
ing the  visit  of  the  exhibition,  issued  invitations,  but  members  of  any 
local  firm  could  obtain  admission  upon  presentation  of  a  busdness 
card.  The  officials  of  the  exposition  state  that,  among  the  thousands 
of  visitors  during  the  Lwds  week,  representatives  of  1,276  local  firms 
called  to  ascertain  how  they  could  increase  their  foreign  sales. 

Lord  Hrjot  of  Leeds  Commeiits  on  Details  of  Exhibition. 

The  Lord  Mayor  of  Leeds  opened  the  exhibition,  and  after  having 
examined  the  samples  stated  that  he  did  not  think  he  saw  anything  in 
the  exhibition  that  might  be  dismissed  as  rubbish.  There  was  very 
great  variety,  especially  of  iron  and  steel  implements— knives  for  the 
cutting  of  sugar  cane  were  mentioned — and  of  tools  for  every  pur- 
pose, and  they  were  all  remarkably  cheap.  From  their  appearance 
they  were  well  designed  and  workmanlike,  but  as  to  their  quality 
and  wearing  power  in  actual  use  he  could  otFer  no  opinion.  He  was 
told  that  Sheffield  manufacturei-s  who  had  seen  these  exhibits  said 
they  could  produce  them  at  the  same  price  in  quantities,  and  that 
in  some  instances  they  could  make  them  at  a  lower  price. 

He  was  much  struck  with  the  attractive  sliow  of  rugs  and  blantets 
made  out  of  the  cotton  waste  which  was  formerly  exported  in  large 
quantities  from  this  country  to  the  Continent.  This  was  an  industiy, 
he  thought,  which  ought  to  be  cultivated  at  home,  and  he  particularly 
drew  the  attention  of  the  blanket  industry  of  Dewsbury  to  this 
feature.  With  regard  to  the  glass-bottle  exhibits,  this  was* the  time, 
he  said,  when  Yorkshire  manufacturers  might  endeavor  to  recover  an 
industry  that  had  been  largely  lost  through  the  competition  of  Con- 
tinental countries^  He  drew  the  special  attention  of  the  color  printers 
of  Leeds  to  the  specimens  of  color  printing  in  oils,  chiefly  dealing 
with  reli^ous  subjects,  which  were  made  by  the  million  elsewhere  for 
the  Kussian  market. 

Expert  Snlmdti  Report  ot  Impreiriou  of  Exhibition. 

An  expert  in  woolen  manufactures  submitted  a  report  of  his  im- 
pressions to  the  officials  of  the  exhibjition.  He  said: 

The  consensus  of  opinion  of  the  respective  manufacturers  ts:  "Tb^  would 
welcome  orders  for  tbelr  respective  lines  at  the  prices  marked  on  the  samples; 
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tbe  said  prices  dww  a  laricer  margin  of  proflt  tbaa  the  Yorkshtre  mantifactarere 
habltoally  obtain."  The  practical  knowledge  and  the  practiced  eyes  of  such  men 
detect  the  margins  at  a  glance,  and  a  common  remark  Is :  "  We  can  produce  better 
goods  at  less  money."  My  own  views  are  In  accord. 

As  to  tbe  styles  they  are  mainly  copies  of  those  originated  each  season  by  the 
Usli-clBSB  men's-wear  manufacturers  at  Huddersfietd.  Tbe  low-class  goodiH- 
cotton  warps  and  shoddy  weft  serges — are  similar  to  those  so  largely  produced 
fn  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  the  prices  ngnin  being  far  above  those  ruling 
at  Leeds.  In  the  cheap  tweeds,  the  samples  shown  are  beaten  hollow  by  the 
Ym-kshire  manufacturers  every  day,  both  In  quality  and  price.  Of  course,  the 
Continental  credits  are  lonRcr,  and  their  banking  systems  also.  British  manu- 
facturers do  not  amalgamate.  "  Cotton  blankets  " — In  my  opltaion,  these  are  far 
and  away  the  finest  textile  work  In  the  whole  show  and  an  object  lesson  for  the 
British. 

[Extratrta  from  Gloigow  Herald,  Nov.  27  and  Dec.  2.] 
BiittslL  Kanufactttien  Qire  (fecial  Attentiaa  to  ZxbiMtloB. 

The  lessons  of  the  exhibition  have  already  been  taken  to  heart  hy 

numbers  of  British  manufacturers.  The  button  trade,  for  instance, 
has  much  to  learn ;  likewi^  the  bottle-making  industry.  In  the  case 
of  the  bottle  trade,  one  firm  in  Leeds  has  just  put  down  £50,000  for 
factory  and  plant  in  order  to  capture  new  trade.  Sewing  machines 
is  another  department  in  which  British  enterprise  has  not  been  slow 
to  seize  the  opportunity  offered.  It  would  be  idle  to  attempt  to 
describe  the  wide  variety  and  class  of  goods  shown.  They  range 
from  beads  to  agricultural  implements.  One  can  not  fail  to  observe 
the  shrewdness  shown  by  Continental  producers  in  the  treatment  of 
goods  intended  for  sale  among  native  races.  The  British  enamel 
basin  beside  that  from  the  Continent  is  a  dull,  drab  affair.  Th© 
native,  like  the  child  with  his  toy,  invariably  shows  a  preference  for 
the  bright  colors.  Other  contrasts  of  a  similar  character  may  be  seen 
in  the  tool  section.  Two  ax  heads  are  shown  side  by  side.  The  Brit- 
idi  make  easily  shows  the  more  solid  workmanship,  but  the  Conti- 
nental sample  has  been  given  a  cheap  finish,  and  with  this  embeHish- 
ment  it  has,  at  Ihe  same  price,  sold  at  the  rate  of  10  to  1  against  the 
British  article  and  won  the  Ceylon  market.  Such  instances  might 
be  multiplied  indefinitely. 

It  is  recognized  that  many  manufacturers  are  at  present  working 
under  exceptional  pressure  and  have  no  time  to  devote  to  new  busi- 
ness, but  it  is  the  nope  of  the  promoters  that  all  traders  will  avaU 
themselves  of  the  opportunity  oi  seeing  the  samples  exhibited. 

Already  there  are  in  Glasgow  firms  which  alone  in  Britain  are 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  articles  which  were  previously  Conti- 
nental specialties.  There  is,  for  instance,  a  firm  which  has  started 
the  manufacture  of  toy  pianos  and  claims  it  is  the  only  factory  in  the 
country  producing  these  instruments.  They  applied  for  certain  in- 
formation, which  will  be  furnished  to  them.  Another  firm  claims  to 
be  the  only  makers  of  drill  chucks  in  the  United  Kingdom.  The  lace 
exhibits  have  attracted  a  great  deal  of  attention  from  firms  in  New- 
milns  who  are  about  to  produce  certain  classes  of  lace  which  were 
previously  exported  in  large  quantities  from  the  Continent.  About 
50  or  60  samples  of  lace  patterns  have  been  borrowed  from  the  exhi- 
bition in  order  that  copies  may  be  made  of  the  designs.  Firms  en- 
caged in  tapestry  weaving  have  also  got  a  number  of  samples  on  loan. 
One  of  the  most  unusual  requests  came  from  a  Glasgow  firm  which 
wished  to  know  where  it  might  obtain  supplies  of  palm  husks  after 
the  oil  had  been  abstracted.  The  husks,  it  is  statea,  can  be  used  in 
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tho  making  of  cftttle  meal,  but  the  difficulty  with  the  firm  was  that 
they  had  not  sufficient  heavy  mnchinery  for  crushing  the  nuts  and 
getting  the  oil  out.  The  officials  have  promised  to  put  the  inquirers 
in  touch  with  n  source  of  supply.  A  more  simple  query  was  put  by 
another  local  firm  which  contemplates  the  manufacture  of  butt<m3. 
They  wished  to  know  where  the  requisite  machinery  is  made.  They 
wei'e  supplied  with  the  address  of  manufactui-ers. 


LIMITS  OF  BRITISH  TEADE  WITH  ENEMY  FIRMS. 

[Kxtrnct  from  ManclicHler  Uunrdinn,  fonvnrdod       Ooutiul  Uoaa  H.  lloladiiy,  M:iDcbestcr. 

Kcglimd,  Dec.  4.] 

Many  business  men  even  now  are  not  very  clear  as  to  the  limits 
which  the  law  imposes  upon  trading  with  enemy  subjects,  and  they 
will  welcome  the  following  statement,  which  has  been  prepared  by 
the  Manchester  Chamber  of  Commerce.  No  responsibility  is  ac- 
cepted for  the  legal  interpretation  of  any  of  the  pomts  involved,  but 
the  chamber  believes  the  statement  to  be  an  accui*ate  expression  of  the 
position. 

1.  Trade  with  a  firm  of  enemy  nationality  in  British  territory  is 
permissible. 

2.  Trade  with  a  finn  of  enemy  nationality  in  allied  territory  is 
permis-sible. 

3.  Trade  with  a  firm  of  enemy  or  other  nationality  in  territory  oc- 
cupied by  the  enemy  is  prohibited  and  needs  a  license  from  the  board 
of  trade  or  the  parliamentary  council. 

4.  Trading  witli  firms  of  enemy  nationality  in  neutral  territory  in 
Europe  is  permissible  with  purely  local  firms — i.  e.,  with  establish- 
ments which  have  no  connection  with  firms  having  headquarters  in 
enemy  territory.  No  trading  can,  however,  properly  be  done  with 
firms  of  enemy  nationality  where  they  are  partnerships  and  the 
partners  or  one  of  thein  resides  in  enemy  territory;  or  in  cases  where 
the  business  is  a  mere  agency  of  a  house  situated  in  enemy  territory; 
or  with  a  firm  which  before  the  war  was  a  branch  of  a  German  house. 

5.  Trading  with  firms  of  enem.v  nationality  in  neutral  territory 
outside  Europe  is  permissible,  subject  to  the  following  restrictions: 
(a)  As  regards  insurance  business,  to  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the 
proclamatitin  of  the  8th  of  October,  1914.  {b)  As  regards  banking 
business  and  transactions  with  branches  of  enemy  banks,  to  the  re- 
strictions imposed  by  the  i)rochimati()n  of  the  7th  of  January,  1915. 
(c)  Traders  are  prevented  by  the  proclamation  of  the  25th  of  June, 
1913,  from  doing  business  with  firms  of  enemy  nationality  in  China, 
Persia,  Siam,  or  Morocco,  (d)  Traders  are  prevented  by  the  procla- 
mation of  the  10th  of  November  from  doing  business  with  firms  of 
enemy  nationality  in  Liberia  or  Portuguese  East  Africa,  (e)  No 
trading  can  properly  be  dene  with  firms  of  enemy  nationality  where 
they  are  partnerships  and  the  partners  or  one  of  them  resides  in  enemy 
territory,  or  in  cases  where  the  business  is  a  mere  agency  of  a  house 
situated  in  enemy  territory.  (/)  For  South  and  Central  America 
satisfactory  guaranties  must  be  obtained  that  the  goods  shipped  will 
be  consumed  in  those  countries. 

Subject  to  above  restrictions,  there  is  no  objection  to  trade  with  n, 
branch  of  a  German  house  in  neutral  territory  outside  of  Europe. 
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JAFAHESE  FRODVCTIOH  07  POTATO  STABCH. 

[Board  of  Trade  Journal,  LondOD,  Dec.  9.] 

The  British  vice  consul  at  Osaka  reports  that  the  greater  part  of 
the  potato  starch  produced  in  Japan  comes  from  tlie  Hokkaido, 
where  the  potato  grows  to  a  larger  size  than  it  does  on  the  mainland. 
The  manufacture  is  carried  on  as  a  subsidiary  industry  by  the 
farmers,  and  as  a  result,  except  in  a  few  cases,  there  are  no  factories 
or  special  machinery. 

Although  the  manufacture  of  potato  starch  was  commenced  some 
twenty  years  ago,  it  is  only  within  the  last  five  or  six  years  that  the 
output  has  reached  proportions  of  any  importance.  The  output  for 
the  season  1914r-15  has  been  given  as  335,000  boxes  of  100  pounds 
each.  It  is  estimated  that  the  output  for  the  season  1915-16,  which 
heaxi  in  September,  is  likely  to  reach  500,000  to  550,000  boxes. 

Of  the  1914-15  output  about  280,000  boxes  were  consumed  in 
Japan,  and  it  is  said  that  about  300,000  boxes  may  be  taken  as  the 
average  annual  local  cimsumption.  The  surplus  for  1914-16,  about 
50,000  boxes,  is  being  shipped  chiefly  to  the  United  Kingdom  and 
France.  If  the  estimated  output  for  1915-16  proves  correct  there 
diould  be  a  surplus  of  200,000  to  250,000  boxes  available  for  export. 

The  exportation  of  potato  starch  from  Japan  is  a  recent  develop- 
ment The  drop  in  the  market  price  of  potato  starch  has  rendered 
exportation  feasible,  and  this  decline  in  price  is  due  to  increased 
output.  In  1914  the  price  of  potato  starch  per  100  pounds  was 
about  $3.90.  In  October  it  was  about  $2.84,  and  it  is  expected  to  he 
stiU  lower  when  new  stocks  are  available. 


AMERICAS  CATALOaiTES  WASTED  HT  FEBNAUBITCO. 

[Consul  A.  T.  Baeberle,  Pemaiobaco,  Brasll.  Not.  4.] 

In  order  to  be  of  greater  service  to  the  home  exporter  and  to  the 
budness  man  of  this  district  this  consulate  has  recently  set  aside 
one  of  its  rooms  for  catalogues,  commercial  reviews,  samples,  etc. 
Bat  the  files  are  far  from  complete,  and  all  American  business  houses 
interested  in  this  section  of  Brazil  who  have  not  already  sent  their 
iat^t  catalogues,  reviews,  etc.,  are  requested  to  do  so  at  their  earliest 
convenience. 

In  order  to  avoid  high  customhouse  charges  on  certain  post  pack- 
ages the  following  regulations  should  be  carefuUv  noted:  Packages 
01  printed  matter  should  not  wei^h  more  than  2  kilos  (4.4  poun^) 
ana  ^ould  not  measure  on  any  side  more  than  45  centimeters  (17.7 
inches) ;  if  wrapped  in  tube  form,  they  may  measure  75  centimeters 
(29.5  inches)  and  10  centimeters  (3.9  inches)  in  diameter.  Samples, 
which  are  defined  as  fragments  or  specimens  of  articles  giving  an 
idea  of  the  whole  but  without  commercial  value,  the  duty  on  which 
does  not  exceed  1  milreis  (about  $0.25),  are  admitted  free  of  duty. 
Each  package  should  weigh  not  more  than  350  grams  (about  12^ 
ounces)  nor  measure  more  than  30  centimeters  (11.8  inches)  in 
length,  20  centimeters  (7.9  inches)  in  width,  and  10  centimeters  (3.9 
inraes)  in  height;  if  in  tube  form,  the  limits  are  30  centimeters 
(11.8  inches)  in  length  and  15  centimeters  (5.9  indies)  in  diameter. 
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FOBEION  TAHIFFS. 

CHOSEN. 

[Coiuul  OoDorat  Ransford  8.  Miller,  Seoul,  Not.  5.1 

Free  Admission  of  Supplies  for  VUnlng  and  Beflnlng. 

The  former  provision  of  the  Chosen  customs  tariff  allowing  the  free 
admission  in  reasoniible  quantities  of  machinery,  apparatus,  explo- 
sives, and  chemicals  imported  by  mining  compahica  for  use  in  gold, 
silver,  and  copper  mining  has  been  extended  b^  an  order  promulgated 
November  5,  1915,  to  include  the  free  admission  of  all  these  articles, 
as  well  as  basic  crude  ores  to  be  used  as  solvents,  when  imported  by 
refiners. 

DSNHABK. 

[Consnl  General     D.  Wlnslow.  Copcnliagcti,  Sept,  1&] 

Begmlatlons  Begardlog  American  Salt  Pork. 

The  sale  in  Denmai-k  of  salt  pork  and  bacon  of  United  States  origin 
is  now  permitted,  provided  the  containers  of  such  products  bear  the 
inspection  certificate  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 
Boxes  or  packages  must  also  bear  the  Danish  official  mark  indicating 
that  the  meat  has  been  examined  by  Danisli  officials  and  has  been 
found  fi*ee  from  any  trace  of  trichinosis  and  is  not  tainted.  Ttw 
retail  price  for  such  products  must  not  exceed  $0,352  per  kilo  (2.204C 
pounds)  and  the  maximum  wholesale  price  is  fixed  at  $0.30  per  kilo. 
Pork  products,  including  lard,  are  exempt  from  imjwrt  duty  in 
Denmark. 

ITALY. 

[Gazzclta  Ufficlalc.  Not.  30.] 
Free  Admission  of  Grain,  Floor,  etc. 

The  free  admission  into  Italy  of  grain,  cereals,  and  flour,  which  has 
been  permitted  since  February  1,  1915,  is  to  continue  until  June  30, 
1916,  under  the  terms  of  a  royal  decree  of  November  21,  1015.  The 
exemption  from  import  duty  of  semolina  is  authorized  for  the  same 
period  by  this  later  decree. 

JAMAICA. 

Incorporation  of  Companies. 

The  Bureiiu  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  is  in  receipt  of 
a  copy  of  the  Jamaican  law  regruluting  the  incorporation  of  com- 
jianies,  transmitted  by  Consul  J.  C.  Monaghan,  Kingston,  which  will 
be  loaned  to  tho^o  interested  upon  application. 

PEB1T. 

[El  PcruaBO,  Aug.  31.] 

Stamp  Taxes  on  Documents. 

A  law  ai>prove(l  by  the  President  of  Peru  Janiuiry  11,  1015,  pre- 
fjcribes  a  now  schedule  of  stnmii  tnxcs  on  viirious  conimercijil  docu- 
ments, including  ship  manifests,  bills  of  lading,  marine  insurance 
policies,  checks,  and  drafts.  Pajjcrs  from  which  tlie  required  stamps 
have  been  omitted  will  not  be  recognized  judicially  and  fines  are  to 
be  imposed  for  failure  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  law. 

lA  copy  of  the  law  (hi  Spanish)  Is  on  file  in  tlie  Bureau  of  Foreign  fliiU  I>>* 
niostic  Commerce  nnd  will  be  loaned  on  applicntlon.] 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOHMSBCB  BEP0BI8. 


109 


[DIarlo  do  Qovento,  Oct.  12.] 


SccnlatioM  Affeetiiis  VertiUzen. 

A  Portuguese  decree  promulgated  October  12,  1915,  in  effect  60 
days  after  publication,  prescribe  detailed  regulations  governing  the 
importation,  manufacture,  preparation,  and  sale  of  fertilizers  in 
Portugal  Under  the  new  regulations,  a  license,  issued  witiiout 
ch&rge,  is  to  be  required  before  the  importation,  manufacture,  or  sale 
of  fertilizers  is  permitted,  and  a  list  of  the  authorized  products, 
giving  details  regarding  component  substances  in  each  case,  is  to  be 
published  annually  in  the  Diario  do  Governo  (the  official  gazette  of 
the  Republic).  Smiple  fertilizers  not  mentioned  in  this  list  may  be 
imported,  however,  for  experimental  purposes  after  special  license 
has  hfen  obtained. 

[A  coEor  of  the  regulations  (In  Portuguese)  will  be  loaned  upcm  application  to 
Uw  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.] 


There  have  come  to  the  attrition  of  this  consulate  seTeral  cases  of 
misunderstanding  between  American  exporters  and  Italian  importers 
in  which  the  use  of  commercial  abbreviations  has  led  to  serious  com- 
pHcations.  There  are  certain  generally  used  abbreviations  known  all 
over  the  world  in  commercial  transactions  which  seem  to  be  capable 
of  different  interpretations,  to  judge  from  a  recent  controversy  be- 
tween an  importer  in  this  city  and  an  American  exporter.  In  tele- 
^phic  communications  such  abbreviations  are  widely  used,  and  it 
IS  therefore  of  the  greatest  importance  that  tiieir  ^gnificance  should 
be  understood.  While  the  following  list,  showing  what  is  meant  by 
common  abbreviations  in  Italy,  may  appear  elementai*y,  the  need  of 
explanation  of  these  terms  has  been  shown  in  actual  transactions : 

F.  o.  b. — free  on  board — is  invariably  understood  to  mean  free  on 
board  ship  at  seaport.  In  Italy  it  is  never  understood  to  mean  free 
on  board  cars.  For  instance,  f .  o.  b.  New  York  means  that  freight  from 
the  inland  place  of  manufacture  or  shipment,  insurance  (if  any) 
during  the  railroad  transit  in  the  United  States,  cartage  from  depot 
to  dock,  and  loading  charges  at  dock  are  all  paid  by  the  exporter. 

F.  a.  s. — free  alongside  (ship) — means  that  railroad  freight  and 
insurance  in  the  United  States  and  all  cartage  charges  to  the  dock 
are  paid  by  exporter.  The  loading  charges  from  dock  to  ship  in  this 
case  are  paid  by  the  purchaser. 

F.  o.  r. — free  on  rail — ^means  loaded  on  railroad  cars  at  the  point 
quoted:  e.  g.,  by  1  o.  r.  Cincinnati  or  f.  o.  r.  New  York  it  is  imder- 
stood  that  the  purchaser  buvs  the  goods  on  the  railroad  cars  at  Cin- 
dnnati  or  New  York  free  of  all  charges. 

C.  \.  f. — cost  (of  goods),  insurance,  freight.  By  this  term  it  is 
miderstood  that  the  exporter  sells  the  goods  with  all  charges  paid  to 
the  point  quoted.  For  example,  a  quotation  of  coal  at  $12.50  per  ton 
c  t  f .  Naples  would  mean  that  the  coal  is  sold  by  the  exporter  at 
that  price  on  shipboard  at  Naples,  the  exporter  having  paid  all 
chaises,  including  ocean  freight  and  insurance.  The  Italian  buyer 
vould  have  to  pay  the  cost  of  imloading  from  ship,  customs  duties, 


COKHEBdAL  ABBBETIATIOHS  IH  ITALY. 


[Connl  W.  F.  Keller,  Rome.] 
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FBOFOSALS  FOE  GOVERNlIEirF  91TFFLIES  ANB  CONSTAnCTZON. 

[Correspondence  nhould  be  dlroct  wltb  the  ofBoea  namtMl,  nnd  Kpcclflcatlons  can  nsnally 
be  obtained  at  the  puintti  whert*  tlic  aoods  nre  to  be  de!l\-pred  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
fonueO.  In  cdsps  wlierc  the  tlmo  limit  In  too  nbort  to  permit  Qrms  to  eubmlt  tvuuer^ 
they  should  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  ninilfnt;  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  callUig 
for  future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.  ] 

Navy  Department  supplies.  No.  2875. — Soaletl  propostils  will  be  received  at  tlie 
Bureau  of  SupplioH  ami  Accounts,  Kavy  Department,  Wnsliinston,  D.  C., 
for  tho  supply  of  the  foHowInj;.  Hi(Idor.s  «l(«sirlng  to  submit  proposals 
should  apply  to  the  Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Acco\uits,  piving  the  schedule 
numbers  desired:  Schedule  9182,  white  ash,  li^uin-vitie,  Cuhan  prime  1- 
lacli  mahogaiiy,  and  spruce  polos  for  sixira  nnd  shore;!;  schedule  9183,  l- 
gnllon  paint  cans,  brasiii  squirt  cans,  and  oil  feeders,  5-gallou  tin  cans,  emery 
cloth  files,  hammers,  hinges,  sister  hooks  and  ropo  thimbles,  steel  and 
woven  tape  measures,  copper  cut  nulls,  flint  paper,  saws,  screwdrivers, 
anchor  shackles.  gaaollDe  torchea,  pipe  wrenches,  and  screw  wrenches; 
schedule  91S4,  plain  twin  conductor  wire,  sheet  zinc,  and  composition 
unions;  8chc<lule  9185,  files,  steel  and  woven  measuring  tapes,  and  vises; 
schedule  9186,  dust  and  floor-sweeping  brushes,  floor-sweeping  brushes,  and 
pnlnt  brushes ;  schedule  9187,  Insulating  material ;  schedule  9188,  white 
pine,  yellow  pine,  switch  ties,  switch  points,  frogs,  etc.,  and  steel  rail, 
P.  It.  It.  standard,  and  angle  bars;  schedule  9189,  cypress.  North  (Jaroltna 
pine,  sugar  pine,  and  poplar;  schedule  9190,  carbon  steel,  nickel  steel,  and 
sheet  steel ;  schedule  0191,  wrought  pipe,  and  galvanized-lron  pipe  fittings; 
schedule  9192,  leather  diaphragms,  and  single-conductor  cable;  schedule 
9193.  exhaust  fau.s,  and  motors  and  controllers,  and  siMires;  schedule  9194, 
button-head  riveting  dies;  schedule  9195,  furnishing  and  applying  cement 
and  bonding  material;  schedule  9196,  leaded  and  armored  wire;  schedule 
9197,  pepper  and  salt;  schedule  9198,  boring  machine  and  30-inch  baud  saw; 
schedule  9199,  white  unglazed  vitreous  tile;  and  schedule  9200,  steam  and 
hand  steering  gear. 

Bot-watcr  piping,  No.  2S7C. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau 
of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  February 
5,  1916,  for  a  hot-water  piping  system.  Naval  Hospital,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 
Plans  and  specifications  may  bo  obtained  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of 
Yards  and  Docks  or  to  the  commandant  of  the  navy  yard  named. 

Elevator,  freifflit  lift,  etc.,  No.  2877. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
oflice  of  the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington, 
D.  C,  until  January  25,  1910.  for  the  Installation  complete  of  an  electric 
passenger  elevatur  in  the  United  States  post  ofRce  and  courthouse  at 
McCook,  Nebr.,  and  for  an  electric  passenger  ele\'ator,  a  hydraulic  ftel^t 
lift,  pumping  plant,  etc.,  in  the  United  States  post  ofnce  and  courthouse  at 
Lawton,  Okla..  in  accordance  wltli  drawings  and  speclflcatlons  which  may 
be  had  on  application  to  the  WasliIngCon  office. 

BroM,  copper,  etc.,  Ko.  2878. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  light- 
house inspiHrtor  oh  board  the  lighthouse  tender  at  Seattle,  Wash.,  until 
January  31.  1916,  for  the  purchase  of  miscellaneous  comleinned  Govern- 
ment property  of  the  Lighthouse  Service,  consisting  of  brass,  copper,  and 
iron  junk,  old  rope,  etc.  Blank  proposals  and  other  Information  may  !» 
had  by  addro-sslng  the  lighthouse  Inspector,  Ketchikan.  Alaska,  or  by  ap- 
■   plying  to  tlic  master  of  tho  vessel  after  its  arrival  at  Seattle,  Wash. 

Loch  fftiics.  No.  2S70. — Sealed  ■  prnposals  will  be  received  at  the  ofiice  of  the 
United  Slates  engineer.  Wheeling  dfstrlct.  Wheeling.  W.  Va.,  until  February 
9,  1910,  for  furnishing  and  erecting  lock  gates  for  Darn,s  Nos.  16  and  17, 
Ohio  Itiver.  Furtiier  information  may  be  hud  on  application  to  tho  above- 
named  oflice. 

X-rau  apparntvn.  No.  28R0. — Seale<l  proposals  will  he  received  at  the  Medical 
Supply  Dei>ot.  United  Statos  Army.  .543  (Ji-eoiiwicli  Street.  New  York.  N.  Y., 
until  January  12.  1910,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  (nio  x-ray  apparatus 
(transformer  type)  for  220-volt  direct  current,  as  per  specifications  No.  65. 

Construction  icorl.;  No.  2.SS1. — Sealed  propo.'ials  will  be  received  nt  the  otiice  of 
the  Unltwl  States  Uerlamation  Service,  St.  Ignatius,  Mont.,  until  Veb- 
ruary  8,  1910,  for  construction  of  canals  and  structures  on  the  Flathead 
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project,  Montana^  InvolTlng  abont  4,000  cable  yards  of  excavation,  300  cubic 
yards  of  reinforced  concrete,  900  square  yards  of  paving,  laying  1,300  linear 
feet  of  vltrlfled  pipe,  erecting  16,000  feet  B.  M,  of  Inmber,  and  placing  of 
35,000  pounds  of  structural  and  reinforcing  steel.  The  work  is  locnte<l  from 
2  to  8  miles  soatbeast  of  Arlee,  Mont,  on  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway. 
Further  information  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  United  States  Recla- 
mation Service,  Washington,  D.  O.,  Denver,  Colo.,  or  St.  Ignatius,  Hont 


AKERICAH  COHSULAE  OFFICEBS  OH  LEAVE  OP  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consiilnr  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confw  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions : 


Port. 

Explnt- 
tkmor 
venue. 

AMnm. 

Peck,  WlUys  R  

Chiiada,WimamW  

BaiMT,WtlbcrtL>  

Tslngtan.  Chins  

VeroCnu,  M«xlco  

Manicalbo,  Venecuela. 
8an  Luis  Potosl, 

Jon.  31 
Jan.  31 

Feb.  1 
Feb.  17 
Feb.  13 

I)«partnMiDtaret«tc,  Wad)t>«t(«r  D.  0. 
Buresa  ol  Foreign  and  l>«mettlc  Con* 

merce,   Room  409,  Ctutomlioasi, 

New  York,  N.  Y. 
Winchwter.iod. 
153  Church  Btnet,  HoUIe,  AI*. 
1903  North  Buih  Straot,  Suits  Aim,  C&l. 

•  Consul  Wilbert  L.  Bouncy  BhslI  visit  S&n  FniDcisco,  Los  Angles,  and  Ban  Diego,  CaL, 
ud  8(iB  Antonio,  Tex.,  and  will  adrlse  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  In  each  of  those  cities  of 
Ub  sninl  and  address. 

Bureau'i  Awriitaiice  to  Mannfaetnxers. 

An  American  manufacturer  of  fan  motors  writes  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  ^at  he  has  received  valuable  as- 
sistance from  the  Bureau  and  its  disb'ict  offices  in  extending  the  ex- 
port trade  in  this  article;  that  through  the  efforts  of  the  Bureau  he 
had  secured  an  agent  for  China  and  had  made  a  shipment  to  him, 
and  anticipates  some  exc^ent  business. 


lost  of  American  Branch  Offices  Abroad. 

The  commercial  attaches  stationed  in  foreign  countries  have  stated 
that  it  would  be  well  for  firms  in  the  United  States  that  have  estab- 
lished agencies  in  foreign  countries  to  file  a  record  of  the  names  and 
addresses  of  these  agencies  in  the  offices  of  the  several  commercial 
attadi^  Frequent  mquiries  come  from  buyers  asking  for  the  local 
representatives  of  Amusrican  firms. 


District  OfOcea  of  flie  Bnnaii  of  Foreign  and  Somertio  Commeroe. 

Vev  York,  Room  409  Vnited  States  Castomhonse;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
VUted  States  OnttoaAonte;  Cfalei^o.  504  Federal  Bnildlne;  St.  lAiiis,  402  Third 
Bitioaal  Bank  Bnildlnr;  Atlanta,  581  Post  Office  Bnlldinff;  Kew  Orleans,  1020 
EitKmia  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  306  ITnited  States  GnstomhoiiBe;  Seattle, 
918  Alaska  Building.  CooiwratiTe  district  offices:  Gleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
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OOMMEBCB  HBPOETS. 


FOBEIOH  T£AS£  OFFOBTUJflTlES. 

[Whore  addKMScs  are  omitted  thej  duj  be  obtained  from  the  B«rMn  or  Its  Alatrlet 

oScea.  ] 

Scrap  iron,  copper,  and  steel;  natlg;  tin  plates;  lead  paintg,  etc.  No.  10767. — 
A  fltiu  In  China  writes  the  Burenu  thnt  it  desires  to  eommunioiite  with 
American  munufacturers  and  exporters  of  scrap  iron,  copper,  and  steel; 
galvanized  Iron  wire;  nickel  and  copper;  wire  nails;  tin  plates;  steel  rods, 
round  and  square ;  fpilvanized  Iron  sheets,  plain  and  corrugated,  for  roof- 
ing; lead  paint,  cobble  wire;  and  baUders*  hardware,  such  as  locks  and 
door  sets.  The  firm  is  also  in  a  position  to  export  rugs,  walnuts,  peanuts, 
linseed,  intestines,  desstcated  egg  products,  dried  atbumen,  dried  and  llqnld 
yolk,  and  indigo. 

Blectrieal  fann.  No.  1976S. — An  Amerlciin  consular  officer  In  France  reports  that 
a  firm  in  Iiis  district  desires  to  receive  quotations,  f.  o.  b.  port  of  shipment, 
with  freight  and  insurance  estimates  for  tran.sportatlon  to  destination,  on 
electrical  fans  for  cold-storage  rooms.  Correspondence  in  French  Is 
preferred. 

Cooperative  agent.  No.  19768. — A  letter  has  been  received  by  the  Bureau  from  a 
man  In  this  country  stating  that  an  American  flnn,  now  represente<l  In 
Algiers,  is  seeking  a  cooperative  arrangnnent  with  other  manufacturers  for 
representation  in  that  territory. 

naberdashery.  No.  19770.— A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  reports  that  a 
man  in  Itoumnnia  desires  to  be  placed  in  conuuunlcatlou  with  American 
manufacturers  of  haberdashery.  The  man  will  pay  cash  against  documents, 
&  o.  b.  New  York. 

Enffinecring  guppHes,  No.  10771. — The  Bureau  Is  Informed  by  an  American  con- 
sulor  officer  in  the  United  Kingdom  that  a  man  in  his  district  desires  to 
repre-sent  manufacturers,  esjiecinlly  of  materials  used  by  engineers.  It  Is 
stated  that  he  could  undertake  sjde,  advertising,  exhibition  work,  etc.,  and, 
if  neces-snry,  open  a  retail  store. 

Vndcricear,  hosiery,  amoves,  etc..  No.  10772. — A  firm  In  England  writes  the 
Bureau  that  it  desires  to  communicate  with  nmnufacturers  of  underwear, 
hosiery,  gloves,  etc.,  for  children  and  women.   An  agency  Is  desired. 

Iron  and  titccl  ftxturcn  for  offlee  ehalra,  handtes,  lockJi,  rte..  No.  19773. — A  com- 
mercial agent  of  the  Bureau  report*!  that  a  firm  In  Italy  desire.s  to  establish 
commercial  relations  with  manufacturers  of  Iron  anil  steel  fixtures  for  oflice 
chairs,  stools,  tables,  and  furniture  generally ;  metallic  furniture,  pianoforte 
casters,  door  hinges,  handles,  locks,  etc. 

Pliern,  electric  light  bulbs  and  sockets.  No.  10774. — ^A  commercial  agent  of  the 
Bureau  has  transmitted  an  inquiry  from  a  firm  In  France  which  desires  to 
be  placed  In  comniunlcatlou  with  American  manufacturers  of  pliers  for 
cutting  piano  conis,  nnd  electric  light  bulbs  and  sockets.  A  statraient  Is 
de.sli*Gd  as  to  the  quantity  that  could  be  delivered  weekly,  with  price  lists,  etc. 

A«l07nobUc8,  motoreyeles,  and  accessories,  hardware,  etc..  No.  19775. — ^^Vn  Ameri- 
can consular  oflicer  in  Spain  reports  thnt  a  man  in  liIs  district  desires  to 
roprosent,  as  exclusive  agent,  American  manufacturers  of  automobiles  nnd 
motorcycles,  and  accessories ;  and  to  represent,  on  a  commissiou  basis,  nianvi- 
fiictum-s  of  hardware  and  tools;  plalwl  jewelry  and  metal  novelties;  cut- 
lery; optical  goods;  electrical  supplies  and  novelties;  enameled  kitclitn- 
ware;  office  supplies;  glassware;  gloves;  knit  goo<ls;  rubber  goods;  up- 
holstery leather;  and  chemical  products  for  agricultural.  Industrial,  and 
pimnnacal  use.   Correspondence  should  be  In  Spanish. 

2'anniti,  No.  10776. — A  special  agent  of  the  Bureau  In  Brazil  writes  that  a  man 
In  that  country,  with  properties  containing  con.^idernblc  and  evltlently  val- 
uable sources  of  tnnnln,  wishes  to  enter  into  conununlcatlon  with  American 
fiinis  In  a  position  to  develop  and  exploit  same. 

Btnokcrs'  articles.  No.  19777. — A  commercial  organization  In  the  United  States 
transudts  an  iiiqidry  from  a  firm  in  Italy  which  desires  to  recel%*e  price 
lists  and  catalogues  from  American  manufacturers  of  pipes;  cigar  ond 
ci«inettf  cases  of  leather,  metal,  wood,  etc.;  cigar  nnd  cigarette  holders  of 
paiwr,  horn,  wood,  etc.;  and  any  other  articles  used  by  smokers;  li}  whole- 
sale lots.   Correspondence  may  be  In  Kngllsb. 
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FBOPOSED  BRAZniAN  COUUERCIAL  COKUISSIOXr. 

[Ab!>tra<rt  from  Jorntit  do  Commercio,  Dec.  14.] 

The  Minister  of  Finance  of  Brazil  held  a  conference  on  December 
14  with  officials  of  the  international  chamber  of  commerce  and  of 
other  commercial  associations,  at  which  he  proposed  the  sending  of 
ft  commercial  commission  to  the  United  States  with  a  view  to  in- 
creasing Brazil's  imports  of  American  goods.  The  minister  stated 
that  the  commission  was  to  be  composed  of  practical  business  men, 
and  the  Brazilian  Government,  while  ready  to  assume  the  expenses 
of  the  trip  and  to  pave  the  way  through  Brazilian  consuls,  offered 
to  the  commercial  associations  themselves  the  privilege  of  naming 
merchants  and  manufacturers  to  serve  on  the  proposed  commission. 
The  offer  was  accepted,  and  names  are  to  be  presented  at  another  con- 
f  erence  to  be  held  soon. 

EGG-YOLK  lUCHIRES  FOR  CHIHA. 

[Consnl  General  Kdwln  B.  Cnnnliishnm,  Hankow,  Not.  22.] 

In  the  October  7  issue  of  Commerce  Reports  appeared  the  request 
of  a  Hankow  firm  for  information  relative  to  machinery  for  the  manu- 
facture of  fine  egg-yolk  powder  completely  soluble  in  cold  water.  In 
response  to  this  Trade  Opportunity  three  replies  were  received  from 
the  United  States,  but  unfortunately  none  of  the  three  was  satis- 
factory. Two  of  the  firms  gave  prices  for  cake  beaters;  only  one 
quoted  on  an  egg-yolk-powder  macliino.  This  last-mentionecl  firm 
forwarded  specimens  of  the  powder  made  by  one  of  its  machines,  but 
the  sample  failed  to  meet  tlie  chief  test,  namely,  that  it  should  be 
easily  soluble  in  cold  water. 

Inasmuch  as  the  local  concern  is  extremely  anxious  to  obtain  equip- 
ment without  delayi  it  might  be  well  for  other  American  ninniifac- 
tuiers  to  send  detailed  information  to  the  Hankow  consulate  general. 

Adranee  in  Prices  of  Agricultural  Uachinery. 

Consul  "Wallace  J.  Young  writes  from  Carlsbad,  Bohemia,  that  the 
prices  of  agricultural  machinery  have  advanced  15  to  20  per  cent  over 
the  previous  catalogue  prices,  owing  to  the  increased  cost  of  material 
and  prodnction. 
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UOVEHEST  OF  COAL  ASJ>  COKE. 

The  following  table  shows  the  move  lont  of  coal  and  coke  over  13 
leading  eastern  railroads  during  August,  1914  and  1915: 


Classes  and  r^oods. 


COAL  CABRIRD  FOB  KElTEtnTE 
OKLT. 

Anthrodte: 

B.  A  O  

B.,R.&P  

B.  &  Susq  

C.  40  

Erie  , 

Fenn  

P.*  L.  E  .., 

H  

VirBlnlao  , 

W.M  


Total  

BltniiibKHis; 

B.  A  O  

B.,  R.&P  

B.  A  Susq  

C.  4  0  

Erie   

H.  A  B.  T.  U  

H.  Y.  C.  &  a.  K.  (BuOolo 

and  east)  

N.  A  W  

Penn  

P.  &L.  B  

P.,S.  AN  

Vfrglnian  

vr.m  , 


Total 


COAL  CABRIEIl  FOB  COWANT 
rUKL. 

Anthrndle: 

Erie  

Penn  , 


Total. 


BltQntinoag: 

B.4  0  

B.  R.  &  P  

B.  A  Basq  

C.  A  0.„  

Erie   

U.  AB.T.U  

N.  Y.  C.  A  H.  R.  (Boffjlo 

and  EODt)  

N.A  w...:  

Penn  

P.  A  L.  E  

P. a.  AN  , 

Vlreinlan  

W.lld   . 


Total. 


con  CABBtBD,  FOR  BBVBNQB 
AHDFDBL. 

B.  A  O  

B.  R.  A  P  

B.  A  Suq  

C.  AO....  

Erie  

H.  A  B.  T.  M  

N.  AW  

Penn  

P.  *  U  B  


Orlginallng  on  line. 


ISU 


Sherttinu. 


718,550 

410, oes 


37 


1,160.242 


2,843.«!I7 
700,799 
119.613 

1,072.497 
12.546 
55,SS2 

441,033 
1,8R4.363 
3,730.701 
«21,947 
103,736 
303.300 
3SS,5tiO 


12.606,284 


U,0T7 
8,667 


38.334 


348.789 
£2.106 

8.6S6 
165, €01 
104.587 

1,827 

330.930 
175.311 
685.464 
30,205 
6.789 
16,630 
41,043 


1,774,067 


170. ?32 
21. 747 
40.736 
13,613 


2,238 
77.317 
601,318 
a9,«32 


1915 


Short  Unu. 


138 
687,563 
306,301 


1,084.061 


3,636.190 
640.587 
93.784 

3,080.600 
18,340 
58, 105 

!;29,251 
2,315,670 
3,496,807 
634,497 
183,738 
347,367 
382,113 


13,336.144 


10,397 
9,760 


£0,157 


RecfllTcd  from  connee- 
llons. 


1014 


Short  Um, 
84,737 
7,363 
673 
).866 
153,807 
354,837 


667 
304 
34.647 


628.790 


679,115 
8,173 


131,720 
613, 7»4 
24,333 


334. 183 
344,109 
442,043 
670 
42,066 
344.008 


2,864.087 


I,SBB 
8,049 


9,447 


401,  »7 
4S.«0$ 

5,737 
157.906 
155,986 

3,116 

250.701  ! 
2Q;j,995 
7&^.228 
25.790 
6.300 
19,018 
46.840 


17,089 


103,665 


14,011 

"s'oif 


153 


2,068,628 


139,834 


234.004 
86.931 
49,693 
13,061 


9,130 
73.305 
854.006 
65,837 


76,305 
303 


8,569 
84,021 
194 
1,830 
188,0*5 
278,830 


1915 


Short  tons. 
81,436 
6,635 
379 
1,669 
114,497 
346.896 
41 
231 
84 
S6.471 


5n,330 


540.308 
7,600 
39 

160,019 

627,628 
24,248 


446,348 
350,078 
341,330 
700 
45,327 
538,002 


3,073,817 


fit 
11,743 


11,794 


4,0S3 


166,000 


38.605 
13 
6,631 


150 
1,712 


305,064 


116,807 
7,110 


11.929 
127,817 
63 
410 
381.647 
467,037 


TotoL 


1914 


Short  taiu. 
84.737 
7,362 
673 
1,866 
873,357 
795.403 


567 
331 
24.647 


1,788.033 


3,923,802 
198,967 
119.612 

2,104,217 

635,310 
80,315 

441,633 
2,318,544 
4,074.810 
I,0U».98» 
164,412 
346,266 
809.594 


15,600,371 


31,075 
16,n6 


87,781 


365.878 
53.196 

8,686 
166.601 
213,253 

1,837 

336.939 
100.223 
685.464 
31,222 
5,789 
16,773 
41,643 


1,914,491 


246.637 
22,050 
40.735 
31,181 
84,021 
3,433 
7B, 166 
789,168 
418,411 


1918 


Short  tmu. 
81,430 
5,635 
379 
1,807 
802,050 
743,357 
41 
221 
S4 
96.471 


1.061.890 


8,181.407 
648.087 
93.813 
3,336.628 
645.668 
83,363 

639,251 
3,763,018 
3,847.575 
975,727 
163,438 
302.604 
830.115 


16,298,061 


10,448 

31.603 


31,961 


405,380 
45, 6M 

6.737 
157.996 
811,986 

3,115 

3S0.701 
343.000 
%5,34l 
33.331 
6.300 
Id,  168 
47.558 


3.388,092 


819,401 
44,  OU 
40. 60S 
35,010 

137.817 
9,  US 
7S,«U 
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CItsm  and  mBraaaa. 

Originating  on  line. 

Rpoeived  from  coiinw- 

■Total. 

IBU 

191$ 

1914 

leis 

I9I4 

191S 

COKBCUUED,  FOB  ItEVSHUB 
mPIUEL  wuliuuwl. 

Short  Int. 

Aftoff  (oaf. 

Short  toM 
M 
27.620 

Short  ftnu. 

SSS^.:::::::::::::::::;:: 

4,839 

31,830 

972.435 

1.340.407 

7HA.077 

i.m.m\ 

1.732.512 

2,368.09S 

tOKAL  COAL  AMD  COKE  CAB- 
alED,  ALL  KAILBOADa. 

Jnly  -■  

AoKost  

Total,  3  months  

15.KS6,fl05 
16.630.9S3 

10.S(K,92S 
17.H.5S.307 

4.07fl,«f« 
4.402.23^ 

4.44S.03'i 
4.7«..'«i 

19.733,  .Ml 
21,033, 1S7 

21.356. 9<a 

22.6M.992 

32,3S7,017 

34,667,325 

e. 479, 121 

9,244,630 

40.766,733 

43,911,953 

Norc— Totals  do  not  Include  unonnts  for  ooaA  norived  by  tlie  N.  Y.  C.  &  n.  R.  Railroad  from  eoa< 
BMtfotn.  Tbo  Southern  R&flway  iransportvd  3&l,6n  short  toni  el  bllumlnous  ooal  during  Augint,  1914. 
•Dd  303,139  abort  tona  in  Aufoatf  UU. 


BBITISH  MMnrrACTTTBS  OF  SFECI&L-f  UBFOSE  GLASS. 

[Abotract  from  Z«ndon  Telegraph  for  Dpc.  20.  trniuiniittod  by  Comntrrelal  Attach^  A.  II. 

Baldwin,  London,  England.] 

Prior  to  the  war  great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining, 
otherwise  than  from  German  sources,  glass  of  the  siwcial  kind  needed 
for  miners'  lamp  glasses,  for  X-ray  pulbs,  and  for  resistance  work. 
With  the  object  of  altering  this  serious  state  of  affairs  the  Glass 
Research  Committee  of  the  Chemical  Society  was  formed,  the  labors 
of  which  have  been  so  successful  that  it  is  now  possible  to  obtain  in 
Great  Britain  all  the  special  glass  required.  The  investigations  of 
the  committee  have  resulted  in  certain  formulae  beinfj  made  available 
to  manufacturer,  who  havo  not  been  slow  in  expressing  their  appre- 
ciation of  the  work  done  on  their  behalf.  Fonnulaj  have  been  put 
forward  in  which  the  use  of  alumina — now  verj;  considerably  ad- 
vanced in  price  owing  to  the  war  demand  for  aluminum — for  making 
scientific  glass  is  entirely  avoided,  its  place  being  taken  by  potash 
feldspar,  a  material  wluch  costs  much  less  than  alumina  and  is 
easily  obtainable. 

ELECTRIC  CintBENT  FBOU  SWEDEN  TO  DENKAKE. 

[Consul  General  E.  D.  Wlnslow,  Coponhagen,  Denmark,  IVc.  11.] 

The  Sydsvenska  Kraftaktioselskab  has  begun  to  deliver  electrical 
current  to  Denmark  via  a  submarine  cable  between  Ilelsingborg  and 
Elsinore,  a  distance  of  about  10  miles.  The  horsepower  to  begin 
with  is  only  500.  The  power  is  produced  by  waterfalls  in  the  south- 
em  part  oi  Sweden.  It  is  intended  to  increase  the  current  to  5,000 
horsepower  in  the  near  future. 

This  is  the  first  practical  evidence  of  bringing  foreign  electrical 
power  into  Denmark. 

Etsinore  is  about  25  miles  from  Copenhagen.  The  current  is  sold 
by  the  Swedish  company  to  a  private  company  called  Nordsjpellanda 
liilektricitets  og  Sporvejs-Akticselskab. 
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KUIT-UHDEBWEAB  INSITSTBT. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Com- 
merce to  the  President  in  transmitting  a  report  on  the  knit-under- 
wear industry  in  the  United  States : 

January  ^,  19J6. 

My  Dk.\b  Mr.  Pckkidknt: 

I  hand  you  tin*  re|>ort  on  the  cost  of  production  of  tult  unilorwear  in  the 
Unite<l  Stiites  oiitUlcil  "  Tlie  Kntt-Cmlorwenr  Industry,"  iiri'|niro<l  by  the  Bu- 
reau of  Fori'igii  and  Domestic  Oonunercc,  this  ili'partnicut.  as  the  third  of  a 
series  of  reports  on  the  various  i>hases  of  the  clotliiug  Industry.  Sc\*eral  othCTS 
are  in  pri'paratlon. 

It  is  important  to  note  concerning  this  report,  as  of  those  which  have  pre- 
ceded It,  that  tlie  fnots  ore  ohtained  from  the  records  and  operatioos  of  the 
manufacturers  themselves,  these  being  the  sole  sources  of  information.  No  data 
regnnling  the*cost  of  protluction  were  accepted  that  tlie  agents  of  tlie  d^urt- 
ment  did  not  find  recordeil  on  the  books  of  tlie  establishments. 

The  nverage  manufaclurinj;  profit  on  capital  employed,  after  deducting  de- 
preciation and  all  expenses  for  selling  and  ab«o  after  deducting  the  salaries 
of  active  oflicers  and  of  partners.  Is  found  to  be  8.45  per  cent  In  the  63  mills 
located  In  13  States  from  whicli  information  was  obtained.  It  should,  however, 
be  noted  that  in  certain  groups  of  mills  which  arc  described  In  the  report  the 
net  profit,  after  the  above  deductions,  was  much  higher  than  this. 

Tliere  appears  in  this  report,  as  In  all  others  which  have  preceded  It  and 
without  regard  to  the  special  industry  studied,  the  variations  In  cost  and  In 
profit  which  ore  now  known  to  be  a  general  feature  existing  throughout  our 
industries.  There  Is  the  same  absence  of  cost  accounting  or  the  presence  of 
so-calletl  cost  accounting  systems  which  are  crude,  and  your  special  attention  is 
invited  to  the  statement  on  this  subject  found  on  page  127  of  the  report.  Most 
manufacturers,  both  of  hosiery  and  knit  goods,  admit  that  the  lack  of  an 
accurate  and  uniform  method  of  coat  finding  is  a  drawback  which  serlouMy 
Interferea  with  the  prosperity  of  the  Industry. 

Abuses  are  found  also  to  exist  In  the  Industry  to  Its  serious  Injury.  These 
are  frankly  admitted  by  the  trade  press,  and  the  tendency  seems  to  be  as  time 
goes  on  that  these  unfortunate  practices  are  increasing  rather  than  diminish- 
ing, A  prominent  trade  paper  quoted  in  the  report  says:  "It  was  admitted 
by  several  of  the  manufacturers  that  certain  abuses  and  evils  which  now  exist 
and  have  existed  for  years  affect  their  business  In  a  far  greater  degree  than 
the  tariff  change,"  and  this  same  publication  speaks  with  commendable  frank- 
ness concerning  the  existence  that  affects  all  these  unfortunate  practices. 

The  report  shows  that  during  the  five  fiscal  years  from  100D  to  1914  the  Im< 
portations  of  cotton  hosiery  and  other  knit  goods  taken  together  decreased  by 
more  than  one-hulf,  while  during  the  same  period  the  exports  more  than  dou- 
bled. In  the  fiscal  year  1909  the  exports  were  less  than  15  per  cent  of  the  Im- 
ports ;  in  1914  the  exports  were  77  per  cent  of  the  imports.  The  average  per- 
centage of  labor  costs  tn  tlie  bnit-underwear  establishments  that  are  covered  by 
this  investigation  was  23.81  per  cent  of  the  cost  of  goo<is  manufactured.  This 
may  be  compared  with  the  report  of  the  census  of  manufactures,  which  shows 
that  wages  wore  25.5  iier  cent  of  the  total  expense  of  mannfacture  In  the  hosl«7 
and  knit-goods  industries  In  1909.  The  ad  valorem  rate  of  duty  upon  all  values 
of  cotton  knit  underwear  under  the  present  tariff  Is  30  per  cent. 

The  report  Is  accompanied  by  a  table  of  contents,  by  a  bibliography,  and  by 
BU^estlons  for  Increasing  the  foreign  trade  in  the  products  under  consideration. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

(Signed)         WiLUAU  O.  Bia>PiELD,  Secretary, 

The  pBEsroENT, 

Tlw  M'hite  House. 


[The  above  report  is  entitled  "The  Knit  Underwear  Industry," 
miscellaneous  series  No.  32,  and  is  sold  by  the  Superintendent  of 
Documents,  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D,  C,  and  by 
the  district  ofBces  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
for  20  cents  a  copy.] 
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IXECTRICAL  SmPFUES  XHSTTSTST  Of  JAPAN. 

[Summary  of  on  article  appeflrine  In  "  Commercial  JapOD,"  Nov.,  1015,  tranitmlttcd  by 
Consul  lieneral  George  H.  Scldmore,  Yokohama.] 

The  electrical  supplies  industry  in  Japan  has  grown  to  a  remark- 
able extent  in  the  25  yeai^  of  its  existence,  and  tlie  country  is  no 
It^er  dependent  upon  foreign  coim tries  to  supply  its  needs. 

Efficient  moderate  size  motors  and  generators  up  to  100  horsepower 
are  manufactured  at  moderate  prices.  The  small  sizes  of  motors  up 
to  10  horsepower  are  made  in  large  quantities,  and  comparatively 
cheap,  and  the  export  prices  would  compare  favorably  with  those 
of  European  factories.  Transformers  are  turned  out  at  low  prices 
and  of  good  efficiency,  but  the  iron  sheets  are  in  nearly  all  instances 
imported. 

Id  electrical  conductors,  Japan  is  in  a  position  to  compete  with  the 
United  States  and  Europe  in  gualit^  and  price  as  it  is  a  lai^  pro- 
ducer of  copper  and  ralk,  and  its  spinning  and  textile  industries  are 
veil  developed.  Japan  also  has  the  advantage  of  cheap  water  power 
and  labor. 

Xannfacture  of  Caliles,  Switchet,  Ketallie  Filament  Lamps,  eto. 

With  the  exception  of  submarine  tele^aph  cable  the  former  large 
import  of  insulated  conductors  has  entirely  ceased.  All  classes  of 
electric  lighting  and  power  cables,  rubber  and  paper  insulated  for 
high  or  low  tension,  are  made  to  any  specification;  nexible  silk  cords, 
all  types  of  telephone  cable,  military  and  naval  cables,  are  well  made 
in  large  quantities  in  well  laid-out  factories  and  under  expert  and 
scientific  supervision.  Porcelain  insulators  and  porcelain  ware  and 
glassware  for  all  purposes  are  largely  exported.  Brass  work, 
switches,  lamp  holders,  and  cutouts,  although  perhaps  not  quite  as 
good  as  the       European  fashion,  are  at  low  prices  and  good. 

Metallic  filament  lamps  are  made  in  large  quantities,  but  practi- 
cally all  the  producing  factories  are  controUed  by  a  monopoly  which 
controls  tlie  export  trade.  This  may  be  overcome  in  the  near  future, 
as  lamps  made  under  other  patents  are  repoited  to  be  shortly  coming 
into  tiie  market. 
Otlter  Electrical  Accessories. 

SwitchboaiHls,  instruments,  and  meters  are  still  imported  where 
high-class  work  is  retjuired,  but  for  ordinary  use  the  Japanese-made 
article  meets  the  requirements  at  half  the  price  of  the  imported  goods. 
The  same  may  be  said  about  laboratory  and  testing  instruments 
ami  telegraph  instruments,  tlie  native-made  articles  improving  all 
the  time  and  the  imported  goods  being  gradually  superseded. 

In  telephones  Japan  is  not  only  self-supporting,  but  is  doing  a 
considerable" export  trade  to  its  near  neighboi-s. 

All  the  various  electrical  accessories  are  now  being  manufnctiired 
liy  small  Japanese  factories.  Electric  fans,  torches,  bolls,  batteries, 
devices  of  every  kind  as  used  in  Europe  and  America  are  obtainable 
at  nrices  often  lower  than  they  can  be  produced  in  Avef-tern  countries. 

The  prospects  for  the  electrical  manufacturing  industiics  in  Japan 
are  good,  but  tlie  foreign  buyers  must  bear  in  mind  that  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  Jai>anci;e  manufacturer  is  not  yet  eslabli^iliod,  and  that, 
therefore,  it  would  be  best  for  tlieni  to  carry  on  their  buHincss  through 
reliable  agents  only.  Japanese  in  the  electrical  industrial  trade  are 
not  as  yet  acquainted  with  the  export  trade  and  have  no  catalogues 
of  their  manufactures.  ^  I 
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KABKETZNG  WELSH  COAIh 

tVlce  Consul  Hamilton  C.  Claiborne,  Swansea,  Not.  20.1 

Coal  is  one  of  the  few  raw  products  of  the  British  Isles  existing 
in  sufficient  quantities  to  form  an  important  part  of  the  export  trade. 
The  recommendations  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Coal  Supplies  in 
the  British  Consular  Service  for  minute  study  of  foreign  markets 
have  been  fruitful  of  excellent  results.  Bv  careful  washinf;,  sizing, 
and  grading  a  high  standard  of  uniformity  has  been  gamed.  A 
South  Wales  colliery  will  offer  quotations,  when  desired,  giving  a 
full  chemical  analysis,  calorific  values,  and  coking  properties  of 
specified  coals.  The  advantages  of  careful  preparation  are  manifold. 
The  famous  Welsh  steaming  coals  are  renowned  not  only  for  their 
inherent  qualities  of  smokelessness,  lack  of  ash,  and  high  heating 
potentialities,  but  also  for  their  uniformity  in  size,  due  in  great 
measure  to  careful  sorting,  which  permits  compactness  in  sliips' 
bunkers  and  economy  in  fuel  consumption.  It  is  likewise  worthy 
of  note  that  the  cleaning;  and  washing  of  coal  obviates  the  likelihood 
of  spontaneous  combustion. 

Preparatltm  Makes  Small  Sizes  Salable — ^Briqnets. 

Much  small  coal  formerly  unsalable  at  a  profit,  and  therefore  not 
worth  bringing  to  the  surface^  has  now  been  disposed  of  profitably 
by  careful  washing  and  screenmg  combined  with  a  close  study  of  the 
requirements  of  foreign  markets.  Such  has  been  the  case  of  the 
Swansea  trade  with  Cardenas  and  Habana  in  particular,  as  well 
as  many  other  West  Indian  Islands,  where  one-quarter  to  1  inch 
anthracite  is  in  good  demand  for  gas  engines,  electric  plants,  and 
producer  engines.  There  has  likewise  been  a  brisk  trade  in  small 
anthracite  for  tropical  countries  for  use  on  rubber  plantations,  and 
in  fact  for  all  purposes  where  ease  in  handling,  moderate  price,  and 
resistance  against  deterioration  are  required  in  the  smaller  sizes. 
The  bulk  of  Swansea  coal  exports  to  South  America  consist  of  largo 
steam  and  gas  varieties. 

Among  the  results  of  systematic  organization  in  the  Swansea  trade 
is  noticed  the  location  of  patent  fuel  (briquet)  works  near  the  col- 
lieries and  by  the  Swansea  docks.  In  the  former  case  waste  dust 
and  unused  rim  of  the  mine,  hitherto  of  practically  no  merchantable 
value,  is  converted  by  a  pitch  binder  into  excellent  patent  fuel  almost 
at  the  mine's  mouth.  In  the  latter  instance,  where  carloads  are  put 
into  ships'  bunkers  over  screens,  the  resultant  waste  is  obtained  at 
small  cost,  and  a  double  freight  is  obviated  by  assembling  the  factors 
of  production  at  the  port  of  shipment.  Swansea  patent  fuel  is  com- 
mercially sold  in  blocks  varying  in  weights  and  dimensions.  The 
largest  is  12  by  8^  by  5^  inches,  weighing  12^  pounds;  the  smallest, 
9  by  6  by  8  inches,  weighing  6*  pounds.  There  was  formerly  a  good 
European  demand  for  this  nief,  and  the  British  Admiralty  purchased 
large  quantities  for  use  in  the  Tropics. 

Vrieei, 

The  present  quotations  per  ton  of  2,240  pounds  on  the  Swansea 
coal  exchange  are  as  follows: 
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BXSAu  COAL — coiiUuuetL 


MalUng,  larse  $8. 76  to  $0. 00 

Not  breaking.  large          8. 39  to  8.  TO 

Machine-mmle  cobbIes„  10. 46  to  10. 94 

French  nuts  11.  43  to  12.  M 

Store  nuts  (German)—  10. 70 to  12. 04 

Beans   7.  79  to  8.39 

Peas  4. 50  to  4.74 

Bubbly  cwlin  1. 04  to  2. 10 

Duff   .  60  to  .73 


LarRR. 
Smnll 


Bunkers  $3. 16  to  $3.  .'iS 

Small  1.46  to  1.04 


BirUUINOVR  ro.vL. 


5. 60  to  6.3!t 
3. 65  to  3.80 


BTEAU  COAL. 


PATENT  FUKI- 


Best  large. 
Seconds  


  4. 87  to  6.84 

  4. 13  to  4.0:i 


Briquets. 


5.3rtto  5.60 


chxhese  postal  service. 


tMutchester  QnanUan  Cblna  Number,  Sept  21.] 


The  Chinese  postal  service  handled  692,189^00  articles  in  1914, 
as  compared  with  629,447,107  articles  in  1913.  The  number  of 
parcels  handled  was  7,363,878,  weighing  55,206,199  pounds,  against 
6,177,091  parcels,  weighing  50,318,360  pounds,  in  1913.  Last  year 
the  country  had  21  head  post  offices,  1,462  first,  second,  and  third- 
class  offices  and  suboffices,  and  6,84:0  agencies.  The  number  of  em- 
ployees was  24,358. 
Eoate*  and  Commviiioatio&s. 

Communications  are  maintained  by  every  available  means  of 
transport— by  contract  steamers  on  the  const  and  large  rivers;  by 
railways  where  they  exist;  by  steam  and  motor  launches,  junks, 
hong-boats,  and  foot-boats  on  the  inland  waterways;  and  on  the 
numerous  overland  routes  by  mounted  or  foot  couriers,  mules,  ca  rts, 
and  wheelbarrows.  Communication  by  couriers  of  a  lund  to  fulfill 
the  requirements  of  a  postal  service  built  up  on  Western  lines  has 
naturally  been  no  easy  matter  in  a  vast  country  like  China,  where 
every  variety  of  geographical  feature  is  presented  and  where  public 
roads  are  neglected.  Stages  are  generally  limited  to  100  li  (about 
30  miles),  and  the  couriers  run  according  to  schedule  at  fixed  times. 
For  light  mails  night-and-day  foot  couriere  are  used  in  some  fiiirts 
and  mounted  couriers  in  others,  raising  the  speed  to  200  li  (05  miles) 

fier  day.  At  the  end  of  1914  the  length  of  courier  lines  was  408.000 
i  (136,000  miles),- against  101,000  li  (33,666  miles)  in  1914.  All  tho 
large  foreign  steamer  companies  working  on  the  coast  of  China  or 
the  Yangtze  liave  contracts  with  the  post  office  for  the  carriage  of 
its  mails,  which  are  landed  or  shipped  freely  without  weight  taking. 
In  return  half  the  amount  of  the  special- permit  fees  that  the  com- 
panies pay  to  the  customs  for  the  extension  of  working  hours,  etc., 
IS  refimded  to  them  by  the  post  office.  The  post  office  also  enjoj's  the 
privile^  of  using  free  the  services  of  all  Chinese  launches  plying 
on  the  mland  waters.  The  service  possesses  59  boats  and  one  steam 
launch.  China  is  now  planning  to  take  a  greater  advantage  of  the 
numerous  creeks,  canals,  lakes,  etc.,  of  the  interior  by  increasing  the 
nomber  of  postal  steamers,  laimches,  etc. 
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UAEKET  COKDITIONS  IN  EITDBEBSFIELD. 

(Consul  FrankllD  D.  Uale.  Hudderafleld,  Englaad.] 

There  is  a  reported  slight  improvement  in  the  general  export  trade 

of  Huddersfield,  chiefly  because  of  the  recent  appearance  in  the 
market  of  South  American  and  Greek  buyers.  The  export  trade  with 
the  United  States  continues  to  decline  except  in  raw  wool,  as  shown 
by  the  statistics  below.  The  difficulty  in  solving  the  problems  of  cost 
of  raw  materials,  time  of  delivery,  guaranty  of  colors,  transportation 
facilities,  and  rate  of  exchange  between  London  and  New  York,  and 
the  application  on  the  Government  embargo  regulations,  to  so  many 
of  the  goods  manufactured  here,  has  greatly  reduced  the  export  trade 
to  the  United  States. 

The  following  table  shows  the  principal  changes  during  October, 
1915,  compared  with  the  same  month  in  1914: 


Articles. 

October, 
1914. 

October, 
1915. 

Articles. 

October, 
1914. 

October, 
19U. 

163.249 
68.017 
111,260 

SS.1.W 

36.1153 
2S,448 

n9.8ei 

43.823 

1607,  M» 

AMEBICAH  CONSUZ.AE  OFFICEKS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions : 


Name. 

PosL 

Expira- 
tion of 
voDue. 

Address. 

Cuuda,  WQIbm  W  

VeraCnii,  Mctico  

Maracslbo,  Venetuela. 
San  Luis  Potosi, 
Mexico. 

Jan.  31 
Jan.  31 

Feb.  1 
Feb.  17 
Feb.  13 

T>epartiDentofnt«te,Wa!jiinfttoii,D.O. 

Btireau  of  Forefpn  and  OomeiUc  Com- 
merce, Room  409,  Customhouss. 
N6.V  York.N.  Y. 

Winchester,  ind. 

153  ChitrA  Street,  UobOe,  Ala. 

190S  North  Bush  SU-eet,  Suits  Ana,  CaL 

•  Consul  Wilbert  fj.  BoDnoy  shnll  visit  Saa  Francisco,  Los  Anseles,  and  San  Diego,  Cal.. 
and  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  and  will  advl.w  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  In  each  of  these  citlea  of 
hla  arrival  ond  address. 

BIinUINOnS  COAL  IN  BBZTISH  COLUMBIA. 

[Vice  Consul  Irving  N.  Llnnctl,  Prince  Rnpcrt.  British  Columbia,  Dec  11.] 

The  coal  properties  at  Twenty  Mile,  near  Hazelton,  British  Colum- 
bia, owned  by-  the  Seaton  Coal  Co.,  are  about  to  be  developed,  accord- 
ing to  a  report  in  the  Omineca  Miner  of  Hazelton.  From  a  report  of 
a  mining  engineer,  it  appears  that  there  are  11  seams  on  the  cUims, 
but  only  No.  2  is  recommended  for  development.  Tliis  contains  5  feeb 
4  inches  of  bituminous  coal,  coking  71  per  cent  on  a  9-ton  test  It  is 
estimated  that  this  seam  contains  14,000,000  tons.  The  prop«^  is 
most  favorably  situated,  as  the  point  for  working  is  only  300  feet  mm 
a  siding  on  the  main  line  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Sidlway. 
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THE  B&AZXIIAH  TOBACCO  ZNBTTSTBY. 

[CoBsnl  Robert  Frazer,  jr.,  Bahla,  Nov.  26;  vitlnes  stated  In  U.  S.  cnrreDC?.] 

Tobacco,  after  cocoa,  is  the  most  valuable  crop  produced  in  the 
Bahia  district  and  forms  about  30  per  cent  of  the  total  exports  from 
this  city.  An  idea  of  its  importance  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact 
that  exports  of  it  alone  are  worth  about  $5,000,000  per  annum  and 
consist  of  some  60,000,000  pounds  of  leaf,  not  counting  the  large 
amount  consumed  within  this  State.  The  total  production  therefore 
is  about  the  same  as  or  greater  than  that  of  Cuba,  and  Bahia  leaf 
is  regarded  in  Europe  as  ranking  next  after  Uie  tobacco  from  that 
island  for  filler. 

Most  of  the  tobacco  produced  in  Brazil  is  grown  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  State  of  Bahia,  and  centers  in  the  small  area  comprised 
between  the  towns  of  Maragogipe,  Cachoeira,  and  Feira  de  Santa 
Anna,  whence  it  is  brought  to  BaJbia  city  for  manufacture  into  cigars 
and  cigarettes  and  for  export  in  its  natural  state.  By  far  the  greatest 
proportion  is  exported,  but  a  large  amount  annually  is  manufactured 
here  for  domestic  consumption.  About  37,000,000  cigars  and  17,- 
000,000  cigarettes  will  be  shipped  out  of  this  State  to  other  parts  of 
Brazil  during  1915. 

Shipments  from  Bahla. 

Bahia's  record  year  for  leaf -tobacco  exports  during  the  past  quarter 
century  was  li)02,  when  621,000  bales  of  154  pounds  were  shipped; 
465,000  bales  were  exported  in  1898,  451,000  in  1901,  427,000  in  1893, 
and  420,000  in  1910,  these  being  the  only  years  during  that  period 
when  shipments  exceeded  400,000  bales.  In  1911  expoi^  dropped  to 
359,360  bales,  but  rose  to  339,340  bales  in  1912,  361,343  in  1913,  and 
374,038  in  1914.  Up  to  November  24  Bahia's  leaf-tobacco  exports 
for  1915  totaled  358,388  bales. 

In  ordinary  years  before  the  war  about  40  per  cent  of  the  exports 
went  to  Hamburg,  40  per  cent  to  Bremen,  and  17  per  cent  to  Argen- 
tina, none  going  to  the  United  States.  During  January-October, 
1915,  the  shipments  to  the  different  destinations  were:  To  Marseille, 
6,024  bales;  Cadiz,  25,219;  Lisbon,  35,620;  New  York,  6,321;  Bor- 
deaux, 56,033 ;  Buenos  Aires,  87,117 ;  Amsterdam,  36,727 ;  other  ports, 
16,363;  total  shipments  to  October  31,  269,424  bales. 

Shipments  for  the  United  States  invoiced  at  the  Bahia  consulate 
from  January  1  to  November  24,  1915  (most  of  which  were  in  the 
latter  mouth),  totaled  3,433,238  pounds,  valued  at  $498,092.  It  is 
believed  that  most  of  this  is  for  temporary  storage,  to  avoid  the 
ravages  of  the  tobacco  worm  and  to  await  advantageous  conditions 
for  reexport  to  other  countries. 

Mees  and  Frelglit  Bates. 

Prices  for  tobacco  from  Bahia  before  the  war,  of  course,  varied 
ctmsiderably,  but  may  be  averaged  roughly  in  ordinary  years  as  $3 
to  $3.50  f.  o.  b.  T^sel  at  this  port  for  best  export  rjiialities.  Average 
qualities  are  worth  about  50  cents  less.  These  prices  are  per  arroba 
of  15  kilos,  or  33  pounds.  Prices  in  warehouse  Bahia  are  50  cents 
lesB  than  f.  a  b.  prices,  and  prices  in  the  tobacco  district  are  about 
76  cents  less  than  the  prices  in  warehouse  at  this  city.  The  first 
ales  of  the  1914-15  crop,  made  in  September,  1914,  were  around  $2 
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per  arroba  in  Bahia  warehouse,  that  unpreoedentedly  low  price  being 
caused  by  the  anticipated  closure  of  the  German  market  and  the 
fear  that  there  would  be  no  outlet  for  the  crop.  The  price  rose 
elowly,  however,  to  around  $2.25  or  $2.50  during  the  past  August 
n915),  and  from  then  on  mounted  rapidly  to  its  present  figure  oiE 
^.25  or  $3.50,  wliich  is  equivalent  to  $3.75  or  $4  per  arroba  f.  o.  b. 
vessel. 

The  shipments  that  formerly  went  to  Germany  were  nearly  all 
made  on  consignment,  so  that  with  regard  to  them  the  f.  o.  b.  price 

at  Bahia  was  generally  used,  while  sales  to  Argentina  were  and 
Ptill  are  practically  all  at  c.  i.  f.  Buenos  Aires  figures.  To  make  this 
price  the  freight  of  12^  cents  per  arroba  (before  the  war,  now  20 
cents)  and  1  per  cent  insurance  should  be  added  to  the  f.  o.  b.  quota- 
tion at  this  port. 

Freight  rates  are  now  75  sliillings  per  ton  of  600  Idlos  ($18.25  per 
1,320  pounds^  plus  10  per  cent  primage  to  New  York,  and  125  shil- 
lings ($30.40)  plus  10  per  cent  piimnge  to  Holland.'  From  this  rate 
shippers  who  use  only  the  steamship  lines  forming  what  is  called  here 

the  shipping  "combine"  or  "ring"  receive  a  rebate  at  the  end  of 
every  six  months.  It  is  announced  that  from  January  1,  1916,  even 
these  rates  ai-e  to  be  very  considerably  augmented,  that  to  New  York 
to  100  shillings  ($24.30)  plus  10  per  cent  x>riniage,  and  to  Holland  in 
proportion. 

Sew-Crop  QnotatioDS— Kannfactnies. 

Indications  are  that  the  new  crop  now  being  harvested  will  be 
slightly  smaller  than  the  last — which  it  is  estimated  will  reach  400,000 
bales  when  all  shipments  shall  have  been  made.  The  quality  of  the 
new  crop  is  excellent,  and  high  prices  are  being  received  for  it.  Sales 
began  in  August  at  $1.25  per  arroba  in  the  coimtry  districts,  which 
was  equivalent  to  $2  in  warehouse  here;  present  prices,  however,  are 
about  $2.50  in  the  country  and  $3.25  in  Bahia.  Early  prices  for  the 
new  crop  are  generally  higher  than  later  on,  notwithstanding  the 
tobacco  must  be  held  awaiting  shipment  until  the  1st  of  March  and 
that  it  is  generally  brought  in  not  thoroughly  cured  and  loses  a  con- 
siderable percentage  (often  amounting  to  as  much  as  20  per  cent)  by 
shrinkage.  The  leaves  from  the  first  and  second  cuts,  however,  are 
larger  and  of  better  quality  than  those  fi-om  succeeding  ones. 

No  statistics  are  kept  as  to  the  number  of  cigars  and  cigarettes 
manufactured  in  the  Bahia  district,  but  makers  themselves  estimate 
that  not  fewer  than  60,000,000  cigai-s  are  made  by  the  large  manu- 
iacturei-s  alone,  without  counting  the  numberless  very  small  estab- 
lishments and  individual  makers,  and  about  500,000,000  cigarettes. 
Official  statistics  show  that  128,817  pounds  of  cigars  and  cigarettes 
were  shipped  out  of  this  State  in  1910;  in  1911,  11-2,893  pounds;  in 
1912,  122,379  pounds;  in  1913,  122,758  pounds;  in  1914,  116,719 
pounds;  and  that  from  January  1  to  November  24,  1915,  the  ship- 
ments totaled  34,364,212  cigars  and  15,024,050  cigarettes.  During 
the  year  before  the  war  (1913)  95  per  cent  of  the  cargoes  went  to 
other  States  in  Brazil  and  most  of  the  rest  was  divided  between  Ham- 
burg and  Buenos  Aires. 

The  only  snuff  factory  in  all  Brazil  is  that  located  at  Bahia.  Its 
product,  which  one  informant  estimates  at  100,000  pounds  a  year,  is 
sold  at  about  45  cents  per  pound. 
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Imports  of  Tobacco. 

The  tobacco  imported  at  Bahia  from  all  coxintri*^  was  valued  at 
S177,283  in  1912,  $140,918  in  1913,  and  $102,501  in  1914,  but  no  official 
figures  are  at  hand  showing  what  proportion  of  it  was  brought  from 
the  United  States.  The  chief  local  importer  of  American  tobacco, 
however,  estimates  that  about  60  barrels  of  1,100  pounds  each  come 
here  annually  from  the  United  States.  This,  which  he  calls  "  Vir- 
ginia leaf,"  is  stated  to  cost  on  the  average  from  30  to  40  cents  per 
pound  c.  i.  f.  Bahin. 

The  American  tobacco  brouf;ht  to  Bahia  is  use<l  only  for  blending 
in  the  manufacture  of  cigarettes,  and  that  from  other  countries  prin- 
cipally for  cigar  wrappers.  No  manufactured  tobacco  is  imported, 
and  it  is  not  believed  that  there  is  any  opening  whatever  for  either 
American  cigarettes  or  pipe  tobacco.  Pipes  are  not  smoked  here, 
while  the  excellent  cigarettes  made  locally  retail  on  the  average  at 
the  equivalent  of  5  cents  per  package  of  20,  though  cheap  makes  can 
be  bought  for  2J  cents  and  the  best  ones  for  7^  cents  per  package. 
The  best  cigars,  excluding  extra  large  sizes  and  fancy  brands,  retail 
at  $5  per  100. 
Vo  ICarket  for  Voreign  Boxes. 

The  fact  that  cigar  boxes  are  manufactured  in  Brazil  and  are  pro- 
tected by  high  import  duties  appears  to  preclude  the  possibility  of 
importing  them  from  foreign  countries.  Boxes  made  in  the  southern 
part  of  Brazil  are  delivered  to  Bahia  cigar  factories  at  the  rate  of 
$3  to  $4  per  100  boxes,  in  the  form  of  shocks  ready  cut  to  put  to- 
gether, and  there  are,  according  to  the  estimate  of  a  cigar  manufac- 
turer consulted,  about  1,500,(K)0  of  them  brought  to  this  city  an- 
nually. The  paragraph  of  tlie  Brazilian  tariff  applying  to  them 
(sec  330)  provides  for  an  ostensible  duty  of  2  milreis  per  kilo  (22.7 
cents  per  pound) ;  but  as  part  of  this  is  payable  in  gold  and  there  are 
surtaxes  and  other  charges,  the  actual  duty  in  practice  would  work 
out  at  least  75  per  cent  higher. 

(The  ad(Iress€«  of  exporters  of  lenf  tobacco  and  of  manufacturers  of  cigars, 
cigarettes,  and  finuff  in  Bahtn  and  vicinity  may  be  bad  upon  application  to  the 
Bureau  nf  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  offices ;  refer  to  file 
No.  70389.]   

THE  OEBHAK  HATCH  Iin)nSTBT. 

[Coiuial  Talbot  J.  Albert.  Brunswick,  Nov.  S6.] 

In  1833  Johann  Friedrich  Kummerer,  of  Wurttemberg,  invented 
phosphorus  matches.  Ten  years  later  the  first  match  factones  were 
established  in  the  Harz  Mountains,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Bruns- 
wick. At  first  matches  cost  $3  to  $3.75  per  thousand.  The  produc- 
tion reached  its  highest  point  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  century. 
In  1901  the  total  prodifction  of  German  matches,  was  205,400,000.000. 
After  the  introduction  of  the  tax  of  October  1,  1909,  the  production 
considerably  decreased.  In  1910  it  only  amounted  to  59,:102, 000,000 
matches.  The  introduction  of  substitutes  and  electric  lighting  con- 
tributed to  the  decrease.  The  manufacture  of  matches  has  been 
affected  through  the  want  of  the  necessary  wood,  the  asp  and  trem* 
bling  popular  being  used,  the  importation  of  which,  principally 
from  Kussia,  has  been  cut  off.  These  kinds  of  wood  absorb  paraffine 
eaedly.  In  their  place  pine  is  used  as  it  was  formerly  for  phos- 
phorus matches. 
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ASVEETXSIHQ  IH  SAO  FATTIO,  BBAZH. 

[Consul  liaddin  Summers.] 

The  wealth,  progress,  and  solidity  of  the  States  under  the  juris- 
diction of  the  American  consulate  at  Sao  Paulo,  as  also  the  markets 
for  American  products  developed  within  the  past  few  years  and 
accentuated  by  the  war,  brought  about  the  recent  establishment  of 
this  post  and  the  consequent  efforts  by  the  officials  in  charge  to 
adveilise  in  the  most  effective  manner  trade  opportunities  with  the 
United  States.  These  efforts  were  in  the  very  beginning  greatly 
assisted  by  the  good  will  of  the  people  of  Brazil  on  the  one  hand  wd 
the  support  of  the  business  men  of  the  United  States  on  the  other, 
both  brought  together  through  the  medium  of  CoiumtcB  Kefobts. 

Catalornes  and  BsmpleB  from  ITitited  Statei. 

In  the  early  part  of  July,  soon  after  the  opening  of  the  consulate 
officially,  a  cable  was  sent  to  the  Department  of  State  requesting  cata- 
logues and  samples  of  articles  which  exportei-s  might  think  could  find 
a  market  in  southera  Brazil.  This  request  was  published  in  Com- 
merce Reports  and  within  a  shoi-t  time  the  consulate  was  well  pro- 
vided witlk  a  varied  and  valuable  collection.  Exporters  lost  no  time 
in  sending  all  information  necessai^  to  aid  the  office  in  putting  their 
goods  before  the  public. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  many  of  the  largest  exporting  houses  do  not 
have  their  commercial  literature  in  Portuguese.  Spanish  is  not  the 
language  of  the  country  and  is  not  understood.  Brazilians  object  to 
receiving  publications  in  that  language,  as  they  reasonably  argue  that 
Brazil,  with  23,000,000  inhabitants  and  a  potentiality  almost  unlim- 
ited, certainty  warrant  American  exporters  interested  in  finding  mar- 
kets in  that  country  sending  out  literature  in  their  own  language. 
This  has  been  done  by  many  of  the  larger  firms  and  the  result  has 
more  than  justified  the  expense.  Furthenuore,  it  enables  the  con- 
sulate to  more  satisfactorily  advertise  trade  oppoitunities  throughout 
the  jurisdiction. 

Bnreati  of  Information  at  the  Consulate. 

In  selecting  the  office  for  the  consulate  tlie  most  central  location 
was  selected,  the  large  reading  and  sample  room  occupying  the  center 
of  the  offices,  so  tliat  merchants  and  others  seeking  information  might 
come  and  go  without  unnecessarily  disturbing  the  work  of  the  con- 
sular staff.  A  clci  k  speaking  English  and  Poi-tuguese  has  his  desk  in 
this  raom,  classifies  all  oatalcgues,  explains  them  to  inquirers,  and 
shows  or  furnislies  them  samples  ^cnt.  He  also,  wherever  possible, 
tiikcs  notes  of  wliat  they  desire,  and  often  these  inquiries  are  made  the 
subject  of  trade  opportunities.  In  case  the  inquirer  wishes  further 
information  he  is  referred  either  to  the  consul  or  the  vice  consul.  In 
cases  where  numbers  of  catalogues  are  sent  from  the  same  firm  they 
are  sent  to  the  chambers  of  commerce  or  to  persons  known  to  be 
interested  in  thorn.  In  the  case  of  i-ecjuests  from  the  interior  cata- 
logues are  sent  to  inquirers,  noted  in  the  catalogue  fde  book,  and,  on 
being  returne<I,  again  placed  oii  file. 

The  office  keeps  on  hand  only  the  most  recent  catalogues  and  com- 
mercial literature,  and  periodically  sends  throughout  the  jurisdiction 
such  publications  as  have  been  ivplaced  by  newer  ones.    In  case 
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inquirers  ask  for  further  data  the  later  ones  are  sent  them.  The 
same  is  done  with  commercial  reviews,  trade  bulletins,  newspapers, 
etc.  In  this  way  several  important  firms  in  the  interior  have  been 
placed  in  communication  with  American  exporters.  Commercial 
literature  in  the  interior  towns  is  often  read  more  carefully  than  in 
the  capital.  Moreover,  there  are  many  towns  in  the  district  of  over 
25,000  inhabitants  very  progressive  and  alive  to  business. 

The  ollice  further  intends  to  call  ihe  attention,  by  printed  notice, 
of  the  more  important  persons  in  the  jurisdiction  to  the  arrival  of 
catalo^es  and  other  trade  opportunities. 

Weekly  or  bimonthly  notices  are  published  in  the  leading  papers 
of  Sao  Paulo,  giving  the  names  of  catalogues  and  commercial  re- 
views received  and  inviting  the  merchants  to  call  at  the  consular 
reading  room  to  inspect  them.  It  is  hoped  to  extend  this  system  to 
the  other  States  in  the  jurisdiction.  Answers  or  inquiries  to  these 
notices  often  enable  the  office  to  prepare  valuable  reports  for  publi- 
cation. Under  ordinary  circumstances  the  inquirer  is  placed  in 
direct  contact  with  the  exporter.  In  the  same  manner  inquiries  for 
agents  or  representatives  are  also  published  and  replies  sent  to  the 
writer  giving  the  names  of  persons  desiring  to  enter  into  business 
relations  with  them. 

Compiling  Trade  Information. 

The  office  has  begun  a  monthly  and  quarterly  compilation  of  all 
imports  from  abroad.  The  manifests  of  the  vessels  arriving  at 
Santos  are  obtained  shortly  after  the  discharge  of  the  vessel  and  all 
imported  articles  are  grouped  alphabetically  showing  (1)  country 
of  origin  of  imported  merchandise,  (2)  nature  of  merchandise,  (3) 
amount  of  merchandise,  (4)  consignee,  (5)  consignor — when 
possible. 

By  proper  alphabetical  classification  any  commercial  traveler  can 
at  once  judge  whether  there  is  a  market  for  his  goods  and  just 
who  are  possible  purchasers.  He  knows  also  whether  he  can  com- 
pete. The  system  has  been  greatly  made  use  of  in  the  shore  time 
since  it  has  been  in  use.  It  enables  the  office,  furthermore,  to  answer 
intelligently  great  numbers  of  commercial  inquiries  from  the  United 
States  and  gives  the  writers  positive  information  as  to  who  are  im- 
porting now  and  not  last  year,  and  who  are  their  competitors.  It  is 
hoped  further  to  extend  this  system  and  obtain  the  prices  of  the 
articles  imported.  Moreover,  knowing  just  who  are  importing  any 
^ven  article,  the  office  is  enabled  to  draw  the  buyers'  attention  to 
catalogues  of  American  manufacturers  on  file  in  the  office. 

American  Calendars,  eto.,  In  Demand. 

The  war  in  Europe  has  brought  about  a  famine  of  all  European 
literature  relating  to  trade  and  commerce.  For  this  reason  Amer- 
ican publications  are  greatly  appreciated  and  consulted.  Exporters 
are  advised  that  for  the  coming  year  no  better  method  of  advertise- 
ment can  be  found  than  by  sendmg  out  large  numbers  of  calendars. 
There  is  a  dearth  of  them  all  over  Brazil,  as  they  formerly  came 
from  Europe.  They  will  be  greatly  appreciated.  When  desired,  if 
sent  to  the  coiwulatej  they  will  be  forwarded  to  firms  and  persons 
interarted  in  the  article  advertised,  and  a  list  thereof  returned  to 
.tiie  sender. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


126 


COMMERCE  BEPOBTS. 


FEDE&AL  UrCOUE-TAX  lAW  OF  AUSTRALIA. 

[Commercial  Attach^  William  C.  Downs,  Helbonrne,  Not.  11.1 

The  Australian  income-tax  act  as  finally  passed  did  not  diff^ 
essentially  from  tixe  original  bill,  except  for  tlie  addition  of  further 
explanatoi*y  clauses.  The  section  previously  referred  to  as  No.  14  is 
now  No.  15.  A  bill  has  been  introduced  into  Parliament  to  amend 
certain  sections  of  the  act  to  secure  greater  clarity.  It  includes  the 
amendment  of  section  15  of  the  principal  act  by  the  insertion  of  the 
following  subsection: 

(3)  Goods  slinll  be  deemed  to  be  sold  In  Australia  on  nccoant  of  a  t>erson 
not  resident  in  Australia,  or  on  account  of  a  eoiupnny  not  registered  lu  Aus- 
tralia, if  any  person  lu  Australia  receives  a  commission  lu  respect  of  the  sale 
of  tbe  goods  or  Is  paid  a  salary  for  obtaining  orders  for  or  influencing  the  sale 
of  tbe  goods. 

This  amendment  seems  to  have  the  effect  of  leaving  no  doubt  that 
practically  every  American  manufacturer  or  merchant  who  is  in  any 
way  represented  in  Australia  by  a  salesman  or  otherwise  is  liable  to  l>e 

assessed  for  income  tax  on  an  assumed  profit  of  5  per  cent  on  his  total 
turnover.  This  matter  should  be  taken  into  consideration  by  all 
American  houses  transacting  business  with  Australia. 

(Previous  reiwrts  on  tlie  new  ineome-tnx  law  of  Australia  appeared  in  Com- 
merce Reports  for  Aug.  20,  Oct.  9,  and  Oct.  lift,  1915.  A  copy  of  tbe  Income- 
tax  act,  the  bill  to  amend  tlie  act,  and  a  srliedulc  of  rates  in  connection  witik 
the  income  tax  may  be  examined  at  tlie  Washington  office  of  the  Bureau  of 
I'\n-eign  and  Domestic  Commerce.   Refer  to  file  No.  954.J 

BBITISH  WOOLEN  ISADE  CONDITIONS. 

IKxtract  from  Dally  naddersHpld  ExnmlQer.  Not.  27.  forwarded  by  Consul  Franklin  D. 
Hale,  Huddcrsnold,  EnRland.] 

Although  experience  varies  considerably  among  different  firms,  the 
present  situation  can  be  summed  up  by  saying  that  tliere  is  a  better 
feeling  than  a  fortnight  ago.  There  is  more  disposition  on  the  part  of 
merchants  to  give  out  orders  ivhich  go  beyond  immediate  require- 
ments, as  by  continuing  a  waiting  policy  they  may  find  themselves 
stranded  later  on.  These  conditions  apiily  more  to  the  woolen  than 
to  the  fine  worsted  trade,  makers  en^ged  in  the  latter  having  very 
little  choice  of  bringing  off  new  businessj  owing  to  the  high  prices 
which  prevail.  All  indications  point  to  prices  more  than  maintaining 
their  present  level,  and  orders  are  being  booked  for  next  winter  at 
rates  which  show  an  appreciable  advance  upon  those  for  the  current 
.'icason. 

Several  tweed  mamifacturers  are  behind  with  deliveries,  and  are 
finding  difficulty  in  meeting  the  requirements  of  customers  in  regard 
to  overcoatings.  On  tl>e  other  hand,  some  firms  are  not  so  sti*ongly 
pressed,  and  could  accept  more  business. 

Employment  is  not  good  in  worsted  mills,  but  machinery  is  being 
run  day  and  night  upon  an  extensive  scale  in  the  tweed  factories  of 
the  Cdiue  Valley.  Wools  are  selling  moderately  well,  and  prices 
remain  firm. 

EESTOING  DIAMOND  PRODTTCTION  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA. 

[Vice  Consul  John  W,  Dye,  Johnnnosburg.  Nov.  22,] 

According  to  the  South  African  Mining  Journal  the  principal 
diamond  mines  of  South  Africa  will  resume  operation  on  a  rMtri<rfed 
scale  at  the  beginning  of  191G,  after  having  been  shut  down  since  the 
outbreak  of  the  war. 
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AHEAICABS  VAT  EXHIBIT  GOODS  AT  LYOV,  FBANCE. 

[Vice  Consul  John  J.  Brsster,  Lyon,  Dec.  7.1 

An  excellent  opportunity  for  American  manufacturers  to  display 
their  products,  to  appoint  local  agents,  take  orders,  and  get  in  touch 
with  the  con.sumers  for  such  possible  modifications  as  may  be  re- 
quired to  meet  the  French  taste  is  offered,  if  they  desire  to  participate 
in  a  fair  of  samples  which  is  to  be  held  in  Lyon,  France,  from  the 
Ist  to  the  15th  of  March,  lOlC,  and  thereafter  every  year  on  those 
dates.  ^Vhile  there  is  no  limit  to  the  nature  of  the  goods  that  may 
be  shown  to  advantage  at  this  fair,  I  particularly  desire  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  immediate  needs  of  this  district,  which  include  office 
supplies,  especially  pencils  and  thumb  tacks,  knitting  machines,  elec- 
tnca]  household  utensils,  lamp  chimneys  and  glassware  of  all  kinds, 
including  glass  buttons,  etc.,  and  various  other  classes  of  goods. 

In  cases  where  it  is  impracticable  to  brin^  over  samples,  it  is  sug- 
gested that  catalogues,  literature,  and  price  lists  in  the  Frenm 
language  be  placed  on  exhibition,  and  in  this  way  one  stand,  the 
rent  of  which  for  the  15  days'  duration  of  the  fair  is  fixed  at  550 
francs,  or  less  than  $100  at  the  present  rate  of  exchange,  may  be  used 
by  several  manufacturers  of  different  articles. 

Cutodian  of  Qoods  Should  Speak  Fremeli  Vluentlr. 

The  stand  should  be  in  charge  of  a  person  able  to  speak  French 
fluently  and  acquainted  with  the  French  rates  of  duty,  transporta- 
tion, insurance  charges,  and  methods  of  payment,  so  as  to  acquaint 
prospective' buyers  immediately  with  the  price  of  the  article  f.  o.  b. 
ID  the  city  where  the  customer  resides. 

Pamphlets  have  been  printed  in  the  English  language  describing 
the  purposes  and  conditions  under  which  this  fair  is  tooe  held  [and 
may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
or  its  district  offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  70438].  This  pamphlet 
states  that  the  time  limit  to  make  reservations  expires  December  31, 
1915,  but  this  consulate  has  made  application  to  the  mayor  of  the 
city  for  an  extension  of  time  for  American  manufacturers.  Attention 
is  called  to  a  notice  that  no  article  can  be  exhibited  which  is  the  product 
of  any  of  the  countries  now  at  war  with  France  or  any  of  her  allies. 

EIECTKICAL  IKDUSTBIES  IK  SFAIK. 

[Consul  General  Curl  Bnlley  HurBt,  Barcelona.] 

According  to  the  latest  statistics  published  by  the  General  Direction 
of  Contributions  in  Spain,  there  are  992  plants  producing  electric 
liriit  for  the  public  and  978  suchplants  for  private  use ;  125  electric 
punts  produ(»  motor  power.  There  are  6  electric  lamp  factories, 
while  4  factories  are  devoted  to  the  manufacture  of  other  electric  sup- 
plies. The  number  of  dectricians  registered  for  the  installation  of 
material  and  apparatus  is  361. 

IMitriet  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Fore^  and  Domestio  Comineroe. 

Sew  Tork,  Boom  409  Vnited  States  Ctistomhouse ;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
Valted  States  Customhouse;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  402  Third 
Vatlonal  Bank  Bulldii^;  Atlanta,  521  Post  <MBce  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020 
Elbeniia  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  306  Vnited  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
KS  Alaska  Building.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland.  Chamher  of  Com- 
aeroe;  Clnolnnatl,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commeroei; 
Betiolt,  Board  of  Oonuneroe;  Philadelphia,  Chamher  of  Commeroe. 
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FOEEiaN  TEADE  OPPOETtmiTlES. 

RcsRrveil  iiildrrsfif^s  mnv  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bureau  nnd  ttti  dlMlrlct  offl«««.  Retiuest 
for  cacti  op]>ortuQlty  aliuuld  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  tbe  file  nnuuber  Eiven, 

Sro»  hoops  Jor  ca8k«.  No.  J0778. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Portufcul 
reports  Hint  a  luun  In  his  district  Is  In  the  market  for  Ivoa  hoops  for  casks 
of  All  dlnictisibns.   It  Is  stated  that  he  will  pay  cash  against  documents. 

Cori-espondencc  may  be  in  Eugiish.   References  are  given. 

Crostcut  satv,  feed  grinder,  and  pump.  No.  19779. — conimerclol  ngout  of  tlie 
Bureau  transmits  an  Inquiry  from  a  firm  In  this  country  which  desires  to 
get  tn  toneii  with  manufacturers  of  a  crossait  saw;  feed  grinder;  and  a 
pump  for  providing  home  water  supply,  with  pneumatic  tank  to  keep  \rater 
under  pressure.  Each  of  above  are  to  be  c^rated  by  a  l-horsepower  engine. 

Btcarin,  No.  19T80.~-An  American  consnlar  officer  in  India  r^rts  that  a  firm 
in  his  district  desires  to  couHnnnlcate  \vitb  American  manafacturers  of 
stearin.  About  <J  tons  of  distilled  steairln  122  F.  per  month  are  used.  Hefer- 
ence  is  given. 

Electric  poicer  plant.  No.  10781. — Sealed  tenders  will  be  received  at  the  "  Nego- 
ciado  Quinto  de  la  S^in<la  Hecelon  del  Estado  Mayor  Central  de  la  Armada, 
Ministerio  de  Marina,"  Madrid.  SjHiln,  until  January  26,  1916,  for  the  con- 
struction and  installation  in  the  Cadiz  Naval  Arsenal  of  an  electric  pow«r 
plant  Tenders  must  be  in  Spanisli.  and  bear  n  1-peseta  stami>,  accom- 
panied by  siiccificntioiis  and  plans.  Foreign  bidders  must  .submit  an  official 
document  of  identification,  also  a  decinintion  to  the  effect  that  they  submit 
tlieiuselves  to  Spanisli  law  In  connection  with  all  matters  arising  out  of  the 
contract.  A  provisional  deposit  of  20,000  pesetas  (about  t3,Si>a)  is  re- 
quired and  local  representation  is  ne(«8sary.  The  Bureau  has  no  further 
information  relative  to  this  opiwrtunity. 

Fruit-drying  apparatus  and  cidcr-makhig  mnchincry.  No.  19782. — The  Bureau  is 
in  receipt  of  an  inquiry  from  a  nwn  in  Great  Britain  who  desires  to  com- 
municate witi)  American  manufacturers  of  fruit-drying  opparatus  and 
cider-making  machinery. 

Pumps,  etc..  No.  19783. — Tenders  will  be  received  by  the  Metropolitan  Board  of 
Water  Supply  and  Sewerage,  341  Pitt  Street,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales, 
Australia,  until  February  7,  1916,  for  tlie  supply  and  delivery  at  the  No.  1 
pumping  station  at  Ultimo,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  of  two  tmits,  con- 
sisting of  centrifugal  pnmps  and  electric  motors,  each  to  pump  4,000  gallons 
per  minute,  together  with  tlie  necessary  switchboards,  starters,  etc.,  and 
spare  parts.  Copies  of  the  sitecificatlons  and  form  of  tender  may  be  ob- 
tained fi-om  the  above-named  board.  Each  tender  must  be  accompanied 
a  cash  deposit  of  $48:60  or  a  marked  check  for  that  amount  The  Bureau 
has  no  further  information  relative  to  the  opportunity. 

Cotton  goods  for  overalls,  macbitic  jackets,  etc..  No.  19784, — An  American  con- 
sular officer  In  Norway  reports  that  a  man  In  his  district  desiiTs  samples 
and  catalogues  from  American  manufacturers  of  cotton  gootls  suited  for 
■  overalls,  machine  jackets,  etc.   Con-espondence  may  be  in  Knglish.  Itefer- 
ence  is  given. 

Railtvay,  No.  19785. — Tenders  will  bo  received  at  the  "  DIrecclon  General  de 
Obras  I'ublicas,  Mini^^terlo  de  Fomonto,"  Madrid,  Spain,  until  .January  29, 
1916,  for  the  construct  inn  and  working  for  a  pei-io*l  of  99  years  of  n  sec- 
ondary railway  from  Alicnnfe  to  Aicoy.  Tlie  cost  of  construction  Is  estl- 
nmteti  at  about  $:i,(}23.."i30.  Tiie  minimum  rolling  stock  ivquSml  to  work 
the  line  will  bo  G  Imroiiiotlvo-s,  20  passenger  coaches,  7  brake  vans,  and  58 
goods  wngons.  Construction  must  be  commenced  within  a  iierlod  of  tliree 
months  and  must  be  completed  within  four  years  from  the  date  of  the 
notlflcation  of  the  award  of  the  concession.  Xlie  Bureau  has  no  furtlio:  In- 
formation relative  to  this  opportunity. 

Suction  clcvatortt,  No.  1978G.— An  Anierlcnn  consular  oHiccr  In  France  writes 
that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  terms  of  sale 
of  suction  elevators  for  unloading  gi*aln.  Cori'^^pondence  should  be  ia 
French  and  prices  quoted  c.  1.  f.  destination  If  possible. 
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BEKOVAL  OF  LOGWOOD  EMBABOO  IN  JAMAICA. 

(Telegram  from  American  CouRUlatc,  Ktnxalon,  Jan.  8.] 

The  embargo  on  logwood,  logwootl  chips,  and  logwood  extract,  in- 
cluding Iieuiiitin  (crystals  and  otiier  Itfgwood  preparations,  has  been 
iftisetl.  [Notices  regarding  the  enibitrgo  on  logwood  in  Jamaica  ap- 
l^caml  in  Co3iueb('e  Reports  for  Dec.  9  and  29, 1915.] 


TBANSVAAL  BECOBD  OOID  OUIFUT. 

[VIco  CoDSul  John  W.  r>r<'t  Joliniini>sbnrg,  t'nion  of  SoutU  Africa,  Nov.  13.] 

During  October,  1915,  the  Transvaal  mines  made  a  record  in  gold 
production.  The  output  was  797,631  ounces  of  fine  gold,  valued  at 
$16,488,294.  The  previous  record  was  704,300  ounces,  valued  at 
*16,419,560,  for  May,  1913.  Tlie  figures  for  September,  1915,  were 
776,750  ounces. 


BECONSTBUCTION  PROJECT  IN  FRANCE. 

[CnblcRrAm  from  Commercial  Attachd  Chnrlpn  W.  A.  Vt'dltz,  Pnrlw.] 

Important  semiofficial  exposition  of  methods  and  materials  for 
reconstruction  and  improvement  of  houses,  factories,  farms,  high- 
ways, public  work.s,  villages,  and  cities  to  be  held  here  May,  June, 
and  July  next,  under  the  patronage  of  the  President  of  France,  sev- 
eral cabinet  meml»ei*s.  and  the  leading  engineei-s,  hygienists,  and 
business  men.  The  United  States  is  apparently  tlie  .s(>le  foreign 
counti-y  admitted  to  participation.  The  director  of  the  American 
s^tioD,  Henry  C.  T-ong,  Opera  Square,  Paris,  whom  interested 
parties  should  write  or  cable  promptly,  can  furnish  managers  and 
salesmen  for  exliibitors.  Space  rates,  80  francs  per  sipiare  meter  plus, 
1  per  cent  of  exhibitor's  sales.  One-half  rental  should  accompany 
request  for  space,  pavable  to  Kdouarcl  Tijou,  Administrateur  General, 
16  Rue  Taitbout,  Paris. 
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AFFOHTTHEHT  OF  HSW  COKMERCIAL  ATTACHES. 

The  ai)pointment  by  Secretary  Eedfield  of  two  new  commercial 
attaches  is  amiounced  by  Dr.  E.  E.  Pratt,  Cliief  of  the  Bm-eau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  William  F.  Montavon  has  been 
appoint-ed  to  the  vacancy  existing  at  Lima,  Peru,  and  Prof.  Philip  B. 
Kennedy,  of  the  New  York  University,  has  been  assigned  to  Mel- 
bourne, Australia,  to  fill  the  position  made  vacant  by  the  transfer  of 
Commercial  Attache  Downs  to  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

Mr.  Montavon  is  a  native  of  Ohio  and  was  educated  at  Notre  Dame 
University  and  at  the  Catholic  University  of  America  at  Washington. 
After  fiaiishing  his  studies  he  accepted  a  position  in  the  Bureau  of 
Education  in  the  Philippines  and  has  in  a  few  yeai-s  risen  to  the  posi- 
tion of  division  superintendent  in  that  service.  He  has  specialized  in 
industrial  education  and  for  several  years  has  been  identified  with  the 
movement  to  introduce  household  industries  on  a  commercial  scale 
in  the  Philippines. 

The  new  attache  at  Melbourne,  Prof.  Kennedy,  was  born  in  Canton, 
S.  Dak.,  in  1882.  He  graduated  from  Beloit  GoUege  and  later  took  a 
degree  of  A.  M.  from  Harvard,  at  which  institution  he  became  as- 
sistant instructor  in  economics.  He  was  later  made  head  of  the  de- 
partment of  trade  and  transportation  in  New  York  University.  In 
1915  he  was  made  director  of  the  day  division  of  the  School  of  Com- 
merce, Accounts,  and  Finance  of  New  York  University.  Prof.  Ken- 
nedy in  1915  conducted  a  party  to  investigate  the  industry  and  com- 
merce of  England. 

With  .the  appointment  of  these  new  attaches  the  service  is  once 
more  brought  up  to  its  full  strength  of  10.  It  has  been  in  existence 
now  for  about  a  year  and  a  half,  or  practically  for  the  duration  of  the 
war,  and  its  work  has  been  directed  largely  to  increasing  trade  in 
localities  such  as  South  America,  Australasia,  and  the  Far  East, 
which  formerly  depended  largely  for  manufactured  goods  upon  the 
countries  now  engaged  in  war. 


T.AST  YEAB'S  CHUEAir  HASVEST. 

[Conaol  Oenernl  L.  J.  Keena,  Valparaiso.  Dec.  15.] 

The  Oficina  Central  de  Estadistica  has  completed  its  estimate  of  the 
]915  crop  returns,  which  will  shortly  be  published.  Tlie  local  press 
publishes  the  following  advance  data  from  this  report,  the  figui-es 
representing  metric  tons:  \\'lieat,  517,155;  barley,  81,6-14;  oats, 
103,126;  com,  4G,2S-2;  beans,  51,069;  and  potatoes,  258,049. 

The  crops  that  returned  an  increase  in  1915  over  the  returns  of  the 
previous  vear  were  as  follows,  with  the  amount  of  increase  in  metric 
tons:  AMieat,  66,652;  oats,  38,718;  corn,  8,040;  beans,  13,595;  and 
potatoes,  8,503. 

The  only  crop  that  showed  a  decreased  production  was  barley, 
being  30,573  metric  tons  less  than  in  1914. 

mrCBEASED  FBICES  OF  SUESIAN  CEMENT. 

Consul  Harry  G.  Seltzer,  of  Breslau,  Germany,  reports  under  date 
of  December  14  that  at  a  recent  session  of  the  Zcment  Zentrale  it 
was  decided  to  increase  the  prices  of  Upper  Silesian  cement  50  per 
cent  beginning  January  1, 1016. 
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BSmSH:  FITBCHASE  OP  AXEBICAH  SOLL&B  SECVBTCIES. 

[Comroerclal  Attach*  A.  II.  Baldwin,  I^^ndon.  Dpc.  22,  10ir>.] 

With  a  view  to  facilitating  the  maintaining  of  the  exchanges  be- 
tween the  United  Kingdom  and  tlie  United  »St«tes,  the  Tjords  Com- 
missioiiei-s  of  the  British  Treasury  have  nnnounced  in  the  London 
Gazette,  an  official  Government  publication,  that  they  are  prepared 
to  purchase  American  (including  certain  Canadian)  dollar  securities 
owned  in  the  former  coimtry,  or  to  receive  such  securities  on  deposit 
for  use  as  cover  for  short  loans  to  be  contracted  in  America. 

The  securities  that  are  regarded  as  suitable  for  these  jiurposes  are 
(1)  securities  in  which  savings  banks  in  the  TTnited  States  are 
authorizetl  to  invest,  and  (2)  any  other  securities  that  are  custom- 
ariiy  accepted  as  security  by  bankers  in  the  United  States. 

Of  the  two  alternatives  above  suggested,  the  Treasury  states  that 
it  prefers  that  of  purchase  in  all  cases  in  which  the  holder  of  the 
securities  is  in  a  position  to  sell  them  outright.  The  alternative  of 
deposit  on  loan  is  intended  to  meet  the  case  of  those  holders  who 
iire  not  in  a  position  to  sell,  but  are  able  and  willing  to  assist  the 
British  Government  by  lending  their  securities. 

[Copies  of  the  article  from  the  London  Gazptte  for  Dec.  17,  101.:),  contain- 
ing the  detailed  reffulations  with  respect  to  the  purchase  or  ileposit  of  such 
securities,  may  be  exiuiilneil  at  the  Burtwu  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
or  its  diirtrlet  ofHces.   Interesteil  persons  should  refer  to  file  No.  1010.] 


ARQEmurE  AVTOKOBUE  SHOW. 

[ComnnTflal  Atlnoh^  Albert  ITale,  UiirnoB  .Mres.] 

Although  no  definite  steps  have  yet  been  taken,  it  is  proposed  to 
have,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Argentine  Touring  Club,  an  automo- 
bile week  during  Argentina's  centennial  year,  1910.  If  plans  are 
finally  perfected,  there  will  be  races  for  self-propelled  cars  and  boats 
of  all  kinds,  displays,  tests  of  fine  and  careful  driving,  demonstra- 
tions of  the  motor  principle  as  applied  to  agricultural  and  other  in- 
dustries, as  well  as  an  exhibit  of  all  accessories. 

In  order  to  help  develop  the  program,  it  is  requested  that  automo- 
bile manufacturers,  and  promoters  of  similar  meetings  in  the  United 
States,  send  whatever  literature  pertaining  to  the  matter  can  be  col- 
lected, to  the  American  Commercial  Attache  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce,  Charcas  034,  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina,  South  America, 


EXTENSIONS  IN  THE  POSTAL  SEBVICS  OF  SPAIN. 

[ronsnl  flPDPriU  Cnrl  Unllcy  Itnrst,  niim-lonn,  Ih'f.  «.l 

Supplementing  the.  report  published  in  CoMMEmT,  liEPOHTs  for 
December  15,  1U15,  reffartling  the  extension  of  the  Spanish  postal 
service  for  Honduras,  Holland,  Argentina,  Bolivia,  Chile,  Paraguay, 
and  Peru,  a  further  arrangement  has  been  concluded  between  the 
postal  authorities  of  Spain  and  the  Kepiiblic  of  Panauia,  effective 
January  1,  1910,  whereby  parcels  not  exceeding  5  kilos  (11  pounds) 
in  weight  will  be  forwarded  at  moderate  rates.  According  to  agree- 
ment, such  parcels  will  be  carried  by  vessels  of  the  Spanish  Coui- 
pania  Trnsatlantica,  of  Barcelona. 
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AaBICULTTTBAI  lUFIEKENTS  IN  QEEECE. 

[Vice  Consul  George  P.  Waller,  Jr.,  AtbeDs,  Dec. 

One  of  the  principal  objects  of  the  Koyal  Agricultural  Society  of 
Greece  is  to  increase  the  use  of  agricultural  machinery  and  modem 
farming  implements.  In  order  to  encourage  its  use  the  society  im- 
ports from  time  to  time  such  machinery  as  it  feels  it  can  dispose  of  to 
farmers  and  others. 

The  society  has  in  the  exposition  buildings  of  the  Zappion,  in 
Athens,  a  sales  office,  and  has  on  exhibition  agricultural  implements. 
It  is  intended  to  open  branch  offices  in  other  parts  of  Greece.  The 
records  of  the  Athens  office  show  sales  to  landowners  and  farmers 
during  1914  amounting  to  $3,474. 

The  society  endeavors  to  furnish  full  instructions  relative  to  the 
working  of  each  machine  sold,  and  by  a  "  follow  up  "  system  to  see 
that  each  buyer  secures  the  best  possible  results  from  his  purchase. 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  society  to  keep  in  its  headquarters  a  perma- 
nent exhibition  of  machinery  of  general  agricultural  interest,  such  as 
apparatus  for  horticulture,  arboriculture,  viniculture,  apiculture, 
cheese  and  butter  making,  and  general  dairy  farming. 

Firms  interested  in  the  sale  of  agricultural  and  allied  machinery 
and  implements  might  do  well  to  send  catalogues  (in  French,  if  pos- 
sible) to  the  following  address:  Le  Directeur,  La  Soci£t6  Boyale 
d'Agriculture,  Maison  Zappion,  Athfenes,  Gr^. 


ALCOHOL  Hr  SPAIN. 

[Consul  Ocneral  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  Barcelona.] 

Owing  to  the  poor  vintage  in  1915  in  Spain  the  price  of  alcohol  has 
risen  unprecedently,  causing  anxiety  among  those  engaged  in  indus- 
tries dependent  upon  this  commodity.  Various  organizations  have 
petitioned  the  Spanish  Government  to  prohibit  temporarily  the  ex- 
portation of  alcohol  and  wine. 

The  export  of  alcohol  during  the  first  nine  months  of  1915  amounted 
to  17,013  gallons,  more  than  double  the  shipments  during  the  cor- 
responding period  of  1914,  wiiile  the  export  of  spirits  of  wine  rose 
fi-om  3,778  gallons  in  1914  to  30,274  gallons  in  1915.  During  the 
same  period  tlie  imports  of  alcohol  and  spirits  of  wine  fell  from 
70.058  gallons  in  1914  to  19,G28  gallons  in  1915. 

The  Union  Alcoholera  Kspafiola,  which  largely  controls  the  pro- 
duction of  alcohol  in  Spain,  publishes  a  statement  of  sales  for  the 
season  1914-15.  as  compared  with  1913-14,  showing  a  decrease  of 
414,0G1  gallons  in  the  quantity  distilled,  with  the  average  selling  price 
increased  from  $0.45  to  $0.47  per  gallon. 


Citrus  Fruit  Crops  in  Athens  District. 

Consul  General  Alexander  W.  Weddell,  Athens,  Greece,  reports 
.under  date  of  December  3  that  the  orange  crop  of  the  Athens  district 
is  beinj;  gathered  and  despite  the  large  consumption  by  the  allied 
forces  in  or  near  Greece  the  prices  remain  low.  A  good  lemon  crop 
is  being  gathered  and  prices  remain  low.  The  mandarin  crop  is 
lai'ge  and  of  excellent  quality. 
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COAL  TRADE  OF  THE  HETHEELAHBS. 

[Commercinl  Attach*  Erwin  W.  Thompson,  The  irngue.  Dec  17.1 

Holland's  anniinl  consumption  of  conl  is  between  9,000,000  an<l 
10,000,000  tons.  Practically  all  of  this  fuel  is  imported,  for  the  do- 
mestic production  amounts  to  only  1,700,000  tons  a  year,  and  of  this 
small  output  nearly  two-thirds  are  exported.  The  sources  of  the 
foreign  fuel,  the  exports  (which  include  reexpoi'ts,  the  Netlierlantln 
having  a  large  transit  trade  in  coal),  and  the  consiiinption  for  1012, 
1913,  and  1914  are  shown  in  the  following  table : 


1912 

1913 

I9U 

laported  from: 

McMclont. 
55.^.840 

14.JUVr.33 
2,157,354 
1,000,797 

Ifttrietont, 
613, 176 
17.919..>0« 
2,GM,437 
30 

Uttrkbmt. 
330,219 
14,204  723 
1,725.645 
5,464 

18,243.623 
l,GS0.14tI 

20.4rie.229 
1.774.140 

16,364.050 
1. 600.000 

10,929.760 
10,979,538 

22.240  3i,a 
12.381.551 

17.864,950 
8,753,055 

8.9E0.231  1  0,858,818 

9,112,  SB3 

For  the  first  nine  months  of  1915  the  figures  are: 

First  quarlM^ 

£eoond  quarter— 

Third  quarter— 

1»14 

1915 

1014 

1919 

1914 

1915 

Iinp<rl«d  from: 

United  Kingdom  

iietric  low. 
11D,546 
4,2R3, 119 
365.032 

iletrktoiu. 
171,960 
1,921,403 

373.551 

3£cMe  tow. 
1U.S47 
5,590,840 
472, 6M 

Ml  trie  ton*. 
:W7,334 
1,4S3,510 
317,077 

Metric  tons. 
46,422 
2,500,682 
673,059 
29 

Metric  Umt. 
822,194 
1,567,823 
537.157 
32.528 

Total  imports  

Domestic  production  a  

Total  supply  

Bsports  

1,273 

4.758.fi07 
440  000 

2,4W.9I4 
400.000 

6,182.652 
440,000 

2, 177.  Ml 
450  000 

3.120,192 
300  000 

2.959.702 
450,009 

5,198,687 
2,928.240 

2,866.014 
7C0, 1S7 

6,623,652 
3,880,995 

2,627,921 
555,663 

3.4?0.192 
1,425,449 

3,409,702 
665,431 

2,270,457 

2,070,727 

2,741,657 

2,072,258 

1,994,743 

3,844,388 

a  Estimate,  based  on  ofBclol  returns  of  the  number  of  miners  employed. 

Notwithstanding  a  drastic  curtailment  of  reexports  and  the  more 
extensive  use  of  domestic  fuel,  the  present  stocks  in  tlie  Netherlands 
are  such  as  to  render  further  importations  obligatory,  and  this  cir- 
cumstance offers  at  least  a  temporary  market  for  American  coal, 
tinder  present  regulations  American  coal  may  be  freely  imported  by 
i-esponsible  dealers  through  the  medium  of  the  Netherlands  Oversea 
Trust,  and  if  proper  sellmg  efforts  are  made  several  hundred  thou- 
sand tons  can  probably  be  sold  in  Holland  at  about  $10  c.  i.  f. 
Botterdam, 

[Cominorcla!  AttaeliG  Thonipfion  fonvanled  a  list  of  prominent  conl  ilonloi'S 
in  Amsterdam  and  Rotterdniii,  copies  of  which  may  bo  obtnine<l  from  the  Bu- 
reau of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  or  its  cyistrlct  offlces,  by  nsltlnK  for  ttio 
No.  1004.  Earlier  infornmtion  as  to  the  coal  scarcity  In  the  Ketherlanda  was 
fuTDhdied  In  tbe  Jone  18,  July  20,  Aug.  13,  and  Oct.  19  (1915)  Iksuos  of  Cou- 
UEicB  Repobts.] 
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MOVEKENT  OF  GOAL  AHB  COKE. 


Tke  following  table  shows  the  moTement  of  coal  and  coke  over  13 
leading  railroad  during  September,  1914  and  1915: 


Classes  and  rsOroAds. 


OrlginBtiiig  on  line. 


19U 


ins 


Received  horn  eonnse- 
tloos. 


1914 


ISU 


TotaL 


in4 


COAL  CIBBIKD  FOB  BEVEKUS 
ONLY. 

Anthrectte: 

B.  AO  

B.  B.  &  P  

B.  &  Baaq  

C.  *0  :  

B.  &b.'t."m""!™"" 

peon   

P.  &  L.  E  

P.  8.  4  N  


Short  totu. 


SkortUmt. 


735,871 


467 
721.394 


U7,68B 


W 


li^ilan. 


404,371 

""■"io 


Short  ton*. 
122. 43n 
10,413 

i.m 

2.526 
151,020 
3 

435,750 
27 


2S,45S 


SboTt  tow. 
105. 4S0 
8,421 
074 
1,487 
IS.OOS 
90 

S7«,930 
94 
80 
343 
33.911 


Short  tafu. 
122.436 
10.413 
1.096 
2.626 
880.097 
2 

983,442 
27 
93B 

m 

25,486 


Total, 


1.283,420 


1,128,383 


7«,ft75 


640.430 


2,033.101 


Bltumtnoua: 

B.  &0   

B.,  H-  &  P  

B.  &  Susq  

C.  «  O  

Erie  

H.  4  B.  T.  M   

N.  Y.  C.  &  H.  R. (Buffalo 

and  East)  

N.  &  W  

Penn  

P.&L.E  

p..s;an  

Vlrginlaa  

W.Ud  


3,444  COS 

063  3ii9 
S2.041 
1,SM.137 
1.5.714 

62.593 
479,352 

2.019.552 
3,703.227 
539.923 
18S.4G9 
301.111 
255.eU 


2.507.742 
069.931 
114,831 
1,987.871 
13.030 
67.556 
503.045 

2,220.993 
3.629.833 
734.424 
214.230 
319,108 
317,215 


500,803 

9.  on) 

95 

149,02$ 
535.093 
2G,«93 


000.473 
7,854 

"i75!687' 
679. 98S 
27,870 


234.051 
346.875 
353.493 
759 
60. 473 
323,499 


429,101 
371.509 
409.903 
1.041 

K,m 

480.591 


3,034.868 
072.339 
83,641 
2,003.765 
651.407 
88.280 
479.352 

3,233.603 
4,0^0.103 
893.410 
l»t.22S 
301.584 
578,114 


Totrf  

COIL  CARRIED  FOE  COHPAXT 

Anthncfte: 

B.  AO  

Erie  

Pemi  , 


12.009.609 


13.364,399 


2.^,191 


S,33S,704 


15,238,709 


14,379 
14,096 


SO.  5.19 
0,333 


54 
19,217 


Total. 


2S.475 


20,872 


19,«I0 


Bltumiitons: 

B.  A  O   

B.,  R.  &  P  

B.  &  Suaq  

C.  <t  O  

Erie   

H.  &B.T.M  

M.  Y.  C.  4  U.  B.  (Buffalo 

and  East)  

H.  &  W  

Penn   

P.  A  L.  E  

P.,S.AN  

Vlreltiian  

W.  Ud  


376.663 
4),.'>70 
7.«Mj 
14-'>,979 

2,129 

179,009 
193,455 
Clti,  101 
25,408 
5.981 
19.5,j5 
43,30t 


359,952 
50, 161 
»^.900 
100,599 
130,206 
1,920 

2T7.630 
213,501 
I,0O4  878 
27. 151 
7.331 
20,408 
49,599 


10,748 


82,970 


20,894 
83 
3,532 


48 
309 


Totid. 


1,782,212 


9.327,136 


124,884 


COKX  CARBIED,  POR  BEVENUE 
AKD  FVEL. 

B.  4  0  

B.,  R.  4  P  

B.  4  Susq  

C.  40  

Erie  

H.  A  B.  T.  M  

H.  4  W  

Peon  


165.099 
24  824 
47,874 
10,458 


234.471 
36,530 
46,951 
18,304 


76,277 
94 


750 
S8,S38 
661,793 


7,903 
70,284 
878,478 


2,081 
89,319 
264 
574 
171,080 


13,100 


339 
14,433 
33,313 


13,100 


48.075 


9,228 


111,446 


37,620 
"7,'564 


29 

2,sn 


393.410 
44,570 

7.606 
146,979 
205,430 

3,139 

179,009 
214,349 
616, 184 
28,940 
5.984 
19,  «n 
43,013 


168,490 


1,906,790 


100,314 
13,580 


13,063 
05,094 
68 
99 

177,190 


241,346 
24,018 
47,874 
13,430 
69,219 
1,014 

SB,m 

733, 
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Classes  ond  raDroods. 

OrifUtuliOK  oo  line. 

Remlred  from  coiuec- 
lions. 

Total. 

»U 

1915 

1914 

1915 

1914 

UlS 

con  CABBRD,  TOR  BETBNUE 

Asa  nm^-Gontlnued. 
P.*L.E  

To:al  

Skorl  long. 
44.  M') 

3,o;» 

Short  tons. 
73,852 
S,S4'J 

SkoTlttmt. 

345.740 
21.3G5 

Short  fonf. 

471),. ^-W 
3J,  4Uy 

Skttrl  fpTW. 

:«io,;is8 

24,444 

Short  toru. 
45,348 

917,033  1   1,375,627  1      70^.i00l  1,017.358 

l,e25,:33 

2,397,985 

tatXl  COAL  AK»  COKE  CAR- 
USD,  UJ.  KAXUKOAOe. 

July  

16,6S<1,r«5 
16,630, B52 
lf.,620,75S 

]«,S0S,92S 
18,2  0,319 

<.07B,R80 
4,402,233 
4,231,2:0 

4, 44R,035 

4,  TlHl,  .S95 

19. 7?a,m 
21. aa,  187 

20,M2,005 

21,2S«,9B3 
22,654.012 
23  304,404 

48,  W,  373 

U,  887, 611 

12,710,371 

14,328,718 

61,618,743 

67, 216,359 

Note.— Totak  <)o  not  Include  amounts  for  CMl  melred  by  the  N.  Y.  C.  &  U.  R.  Raflrofti  rrom  conneo- 
tlons.  Tbe  Souitem  Railway  transpurled  349,100  sbort  tons  of  bitoniinous  coal  in  Beptomber,  19H,  and 
300^116  short  totu  In  September,  191d. 


B£W  VEQEXABIE  GLUE  FACTOBT  IN  ONTABIO. 

[Consul  Jos^  dc  Ollvai'es,  Iliimltton,  Onlai'lo,  Jan.  C] 

The  newest  addition  to  the  numerous  American  industries  located 
at  Hamilton  is  a  glue  factory  established  by  a  well-known  com- 
pany whose  principal  works  are  situated  in  the  United  States.  A 
commodious  factory  building  has  been  leased  in  the  manufacturing 
section  of  the  city,  and  extensive  alterations  in  the  premises  are  now 
being  effected  to  adapt  them  to  the  requirements  of  the  industry. 
The  necessary  macliiuei-y  is  being  installed  under  the  supervision 
of  one  of  the  principals  of  the  company,  and  it  is  planned  to  have 
everytliing  in  readiness  to  begin  active  operations  by  about  the 
middle  of  February.  The  company  will  operate  under  a  charter  is- 
sued by  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  and  will  have  a  capital  of  $40,000. 

The  product  in  which  this  company  specializes  is  a  species  of 
vegetable  glue,  the  basis  of  which  is  tapioca  flour,  and  which  is  ex- 
tensively employed  in  connection  with  woodworking  for  veneering. 


YOLUILB  OF  FISHEEIES  EEF0HT3  PUBLISHED. 

Tlie  United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries  has  issued  a  cloth-bound 
volume  I>earing  tlie  title,  "Iteport  of  the  Couiniissioiier  of  Fisheries, 
1914,  and  special  papei-s.''  The  documents  conii)iled  are  the  annual 
i-eport  of  the  commissioner  and  reports  on  the  distribution  of  fish 
and  fi.sh  eggs  during  the  liscal  year  l!)14,  condition  and  extent  of 
the  natural  oyster  beds  and  barren  bottoms  of  Lavaca  Uay,  Tex., 
the  menhaden  industry  of  tlie  Atlantic  coast,  mussel  I'esources  in 
tributaries  of  tlie  upper  Missouri  Kiver,  identification  of  the  glo- 
ehidia  of  fresh-water  nuLssels,  otter-trawl  lishciv.  survey  of  the 
fishing  grounds  on  the  coasts  of  Washington  »n(l  Oregon  in  1014, 
the  fishes  of  tlie  Yellowstone  National  l*ark,  and  Alaska  fisheries 
and  fur  industries  in  li*14.  Tiie  book  contains  ilhistrations  and 
charts. 
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INCEEASED  GOLD  AND  SILVEE  OTTTPTTT  IH  'OinTEl)  STATES. 

In  the  joint  statement  given  out  by  the  United  States  Geological 
Survey  and  the  Bureau  of  the  Mint  the  value  of  new  gold  added  to 
the  home  supply  from  mills  and  smelters  operating  on  domestic  ores 
(including  those  in  Alaska,  the  Philippines,  and  Porto  Bico)  in  1915 
was  $98,891,100.  This  shows  the  substantial  increase  of  $4,359,300 
over  the  output  of  $94,531,800  in  1914,  and  was  within  $782,300  of 
the  record  production  of  $99,673,400  in  1909. 

Estimntes  made  from  preliminary  figures  furaished  by  the  mines, 
which  represent  ores  sold  or  treated  during  the  year,  as  distinguished 
from  the  metal  actually  produced,  show  that  the  output  was  even 
higher  and  that  it  approached,  if  it  did  not  actually  pass,  the 
$100,000,000  mark;  but  some  of  the  ore  and  concentrates  produced 
from  the  mines  and  mills  can  not  be  smelted  until  1916,  and  the 
refined  gold  did  not  become  available  for  consumption  in  1915. 

An  increase  in  the  yield  of  gold  is  indicated  by  the  mine  returns 
from  every  important  gold-mining  State,  and  a  decrease  is  reported 
only  from  Washington,  while  the  output  of  Idaho  remains  the 
same. 

The  pi'eliminary  estimates  indicate  an  output  of  67,485,600  fine 
ounces  of  silver,  valued  at  $34,417,656.  Although  next  to  the  record 
output  of  1914  in  quantity,  the  value,  based  on  the  low  average 
price  of  $0.51  per  fine  ounce  for  1915— -the  lowest  in  the  history  of 

the  industry — was  considerably  below  the  values  for  1914  and 
many  previous  years,  when  production  was  smaller  but  prices  ruled 
higher. 

Increases  in  the  mine  production  of  silver  were  especially  notable 
in  Montana,  Utah,  and  Arizona,  and  were  considerable  in  Idaho^ 
Alaska,  New  Mexico,  and  Texas;  but  large  decreases  were  reported 
from  Colorado  and  from  Kevada  following  similar  decreases  in 
1914.   

ABEA  UHDEB  SESAKUH  HT  INDIA. 

[Indian  Trade  Joiunal,  Nor.  12.1 

According  to  a  forecast  based  upon  reports  received  from  Prov- 
inces which  contain  on  an  average  78  per  cent  of  the  entire  area 
under  sesamum  in  British  India,  the  total  area  so  far  reported  for 
the  present  season  is  3,167,000  acres  as  against  3,509,000  acres  (re- 
vised figures)  at  this  time  last  year,  or  a  decrease  of  10  per  cent. 

The  crop  has  been  seriously  damaged  by  heavy  rain  and  fioods  in 
the  eastern  parts  of  the  United  Provinces  and  in  parts  of  North 
Bihar,  and  by  deficient  rain  in  the  western  parts  of  the  United 
Provinces,  in  the  northern  parts  of  the  Bombay  Presidency,  and  on 
unirrigated  lands  in  the  Punjab.  With  these  exceptions,  the  present 
condition  of  the  crop  is  reported  to  be  generally  from  fair  to  good. 

THE  SHORT-PAID  POSTAGE  PROBLEM. 

[ComDicrclrtl  Attache  William  C,  Dowds,  Melboiirnp,  Australia.] 

The  Australian  postal  authorities,  in  an  effort  to  abate  the  short- 
paid  postage  nuisance,  are  now  stamping  on  the  back  of  each  .<diort' 
paid  letter  the  following: 

This  letter  wn.«i  posited  Insufficiently  preptiid.  Please  advise  your  cor- 
respondent to  inquli'e  oP  local  postmaster  correct  rate  of  postage  on  matter  o£ 
future  destination. 
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UETHOBS  VSSD  Df  QVEHCHinfi  STEEL  BISCtTSSEI). 

[Consul  Fnnklln  D.  Rate,  RaddersllHd,  Bnglaod,  Dec.  3.] 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Huddersfield  Engineering  Society,  Mr. 
Shipley  N.  Brayshaw  lectured  on  "The  mienchiiig  of  steel."  The 
local  papers  state  that  the  lecturer  first  of  all  discussed  the  properties 
whidi  determined  the  value  of  any  liquid  as  a  quenching  medium,  and 
I>ointed  out  that  the  main  items  of  consideration  in  this  direction  "were 
speciBc  gravity,  specific  heat,  boiling  point,  conductivity,  and  fluidity, 
and  gave  some  interesting  iniormntion  in  connection  with  experiments 
which  he  had  cari'ied  out  in  the  hardening  of  tools  in  various  ways, 
and  by  means  of  various  quenchers. 

He  described  the  effects  of  stirring  the  quenching  medium,  and 
also  the  use  of  jets  for  throwing  a  strong  stream  agamst  the  articles 
to  be  cooled.  He  referred  to  the  use  of  brine  and  freezing  mixture 
of  snow  and  salt.  He  pointed  out  that  the  age  of  water  had  a  great 
deal  to  do  with  its  quenching  powers,  and  instanced  the  carrying 
away  of  water  in  barrels  from  the  River  Don,  in  Sheffield,  even  as 
far  as  the  United  States  for  this  purpose,  owing  to  some  peculiar 
property  which  it  possessed. 

The  uses  of  oil,  mercury,  fusible  oils,  and  fusible  salts  as  quenching 
media  were  next  dealt  with,  and  the  lecturer  laid  down  as  the  ideal 
medium  for  quenching,  one  which  was  from  fluid  at  100°  C,  nt  a 
high  boiling  point  of  practically  800°  C,  fairly  high  specific  gravity, 
and  of  fairly  good  specific  heat.  This  would  give  a  glass-like  hard- 
ness to  the  tools,  but  the  quenching  should  be  carried  out  at  such  a 
t^nperature  that  the  heat  left  would  prevent  breakage. 


LIST  OF  UCEHSES  FOB  OFFICEBS  OF  KEBCHAHI  SHIPS. 

The  United  States  Steamboat-Inspection  Service  has  published  a 
list  of  officers  of  merchant  steam,  motor,  and  sail  vessels  licensed 
during  the  year  ended  June  30, 1915,  for  a  period  of  five  years.  The 
publication' contains  a  list  of  all  persons  licensed,  the  names  of  all 
persons  to  whom  certificates  of  lost  licenses  have  been  issued,  the 
names  of  those  whose  lic^ses  have  been  suspended,  canceled,  or 
revoked,  and  the  names  of  those  whose  licenses  have  been  withheld 
by  the  inspectors.  The  names  are  classified  according  to  the  local 
inspection  districts  in  which  the  licenses  were  issued  or  where  action 
was  taken  on  them.  Ten  supervising  inspection  districts  are 
represented. 

FBICES  OF  SOFTWOODS  INCREASE. 

[Consul  WaUace  J.  YouDg,  Carlsliad,  Austria,  Dec.  2.] 

An  increase  in  the  prices  of  softwoods  is  reported.  This  affects 
particularly  spruce  and  pine,  which  are  used  in  such  great  quanti- 
ties for  the  construction  of  barracks,  camps,  stockades,  etc.,  in  wnjron 
building,  and  in  field  construction  work.  The  increase  is  particu- 
larly on  third-class  spruce  and  on  third-class  pine  (for  the  former, 
40  hellers  (8  cents)  per  cubic  foot,  and  for  the  latter,  30  hellers  {6 
cents)).  This  means  an  increase  of  25  to  40  per  cent  on  previous 
prices. 

Digitized  by  Google 


138 


COMMEBCE  BEP0ST8. 


CEILEAH  COMMEKCIAL  STATISTICS. 

[Cousul  Oeoeral  L.  J.  Keena.  Valparaiso.] 

According  to  official  statistics  of  tlie  import  trade  of  Chile,  all 

classes  of  merchandise  from  Germany,  in  1913,  amounted  to 
$-29,57!),180,  and  in  1914,  to  $-25.870,8;55;  from  the  United  Kingdom 
in  1913,  $:i<i.O;2K.311,  and  in  1914,  $-2r),313,890 ;  from  the  United  States 
in  1913,  $-J0,090.-J(!6,  and  in  1914,  $20,154,663;  from  France,  $6,623,252 
in  1913,  and  in  1914,  $5^05,052.  Australian  t-hipments  to  Chile, 
chiefly  coal  and  bagging,  increased  in  value  from  $3,343,831  in  1913 
to  $0,208,370  in  1914.  Goods  i^eceived  from  Peru  (more  than  50  per 
cent  of  which  was  sugar)  increased  in  value  fi'ora  $4,810,375  in  1913 
to  $5,380,183  in  1914,  while  impoi*ts  from  Belgium  declined  from 
$9,847,885  in  1913  to  $4,245,128  in  1914. 

Class  of  Trade — ^Karket  Connectiont. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  total  shipments  into 
Chile  during  1914  compared  with  figures  for  1913,  by  principal 
countries  of  origin  and  by  groups  of  articles  (United  States  cur- 
rency) ; 


Groops. 

United 
States. 

United 
Kingdom. 

Qtxmaaj. 

France. 

Total. 

lUPOBTS. 

I1,120,RS6 

S730,311 

(566,785 

P,  8*8, 279 

IJH 

r.'io,s2t 

470,420 

444,231 

5,755,722 

i.Tin.m 

2,)2i,4,54 

460, 150 

13,033,916 

1914 

2,^7,7(51 

1,1.2,470 

1,571,473 

30),r>3 

14,171,776 

W13 

4,4-.M.  m 

6,  H7,S21 

8, 11),  413 

«7(l,iJ7S 

22,275,078 

]»H 

3,9H,2>3 

3,'L>1,1S0 

5,027,2  >r. 

431,030 

15,972,919 

811,008 

I1.7(»!<,431 

6.KMI,914 

2,531,105 

1914 

Mi,a^ 

7,2t3,9W 

^,2■^i.262 

2,713,h33 

17,82S.lta 

6.0.'(0,77S 

7,K09,7e6 

1,418,310 

57,51(5 

19,825, 175 

1914 

6, 9^-',  620 

4,574,n 

l,2S7,ai4 

39,  Kit 

18,478, 180 

4'n,572 

S12, 771 

1,9M,082 

177.990 

3,581,029 

1914 

437,349 

231,670 

1,217,474 

n4,3.i9 

2,467,003 

2I,9S.( 

634,010 

1S4,72S 

627,024 

2, 193,  SOS 

I'lM 

19,452 

454,539 

12J,3Jj 

38j.215 

1,497,281 

492,270 

P 14, 242 

1,014,837 

4j9;S38 

3,0(1,045 

I'JM 

4','S,4i:j 

T2'>.21.> 

an,  743 

3S5,574 

2,655,543 

UachliMiT  

1913 

3,3;ia,S94 

4,512,(133 

5,491,779 

416,455 

14,961,485 

1014 

3,410,4X5 

2,K)".,ri23 

2,7iil,Oj7 

217,2J2 

9, 82  >,  699 

3!l,raM 

4S4,;k>l 

3'<2,843 

7,787 

1,4 10, SIS 

1914 

176,521 

3,341,100 

8,010,072 

11,418 

S,63J,1« 

4jR.678 

741,634 

010,509 

C3>,5ja 

3,178,088 

mi 

147,499 

553,030 

812,014 

133,033 

l,23e,fl0i 

.11.  OSS.  31 1 

2V57i,  1«0 

6.S3,2j2 

130,  SB,  510 

1911 

•J),  151,eC3 

2j,3i;t,SjO 

6,205,032 

98,400,977 

Chilean  exports  to  the  United  States  showed  an  increase  of  more 
than  $1,000,000.  advancing  fi-om  $30,418,801  in  1913  to  $31,434,240  in 
1914. 

The  value  of  the  export  trade  to  the  priui-ipal  countries  of  destina- 
tion for  1913  and  1914  is  given  in  the  table  following,  by  groups  of 
articles  (United  States  currency) : 


Countrj'  of  dejtlnatbi). 

Animal 
products. 

Vcjelablo 
prod-JCts. 

Mlnernl 
products. 

OtV.OT 

products. 

Total. 

1914 

f.'>,481,5gi 
5,051.796 
l,a5>,490 
l,«3e.«35 
20,090 
145,461 

M,  039. 648 
3,liS.7»J 
941.357 
653,292 
187.639 
210,312 

(47. 101,330 
31,645.083 
2S  m.T2n 
15.879.252 
30,208,025 
81,057,977 

S34.877 
13.764 
34.603 
9.SflO 
2,141 
7,842 

S55.«77,548 

40.0(1,  aoe 

30.8S0.3T8 
18.07S.9e5 
30,418,801 
St,«M.2IO 

1914 
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Country  frf  destliuUoiL 

Animal 
products. 

Vceeisble 
products. 

products. 

Other 
products. 

Total. 

(1,540.571 
669.541 
250.622 
12,583 
.W,65.' 
32.697 
33,772 
18 
43.719 
292, 133 
1,205 

$26,735 
28.X27 
138,017 
45,061 
14.147 
16.092 
302.295 
212,  B22 
940,967 
1,13J,017 

17,257,403 
3,548.943 
5.349.744 
3,352,400 
4.40X41-2 
3,246.967 
88,225 

206,793 

327.514 

8.85S 
714 
4,453 

S8. 858.313 
4.245.129 
6,738.997 
3, 444,. 553 
4, 470, 
3,290,995 

424,116 

234.378 
1,512.659 
1,511,508 
1.381,693 

823,498 
,  1,532.059 

289,734 
3,807.907 
11,049  203 

  mi 

1914 

1914 

38 
1,624 
2,133 
321,248 
34.246 
48, 21 1 
4,  SIS 
082,756 
10,003 
34,457 
11,278 

1914 

7.003 
1,332.277 
Sis!  961 
257, 6«7 
g.666 
3,5.89.109 
3,448.132 

80.636 
13.515 
83,226 
94.385 

511.570 
2.V)  937 
1,1  )).1I3 
7R},335 

1914 

9,249.584 
7,991.9M 

7. 236.308 
8,311,091 

126,968,075 
BS,217.4M 

1,178,546 
100,020 

144,053.312 
114,443,539 

1914 

AH£KICAN  COKSULAA  OFEICEBS  OS*  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  he  gl&d  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jorisdictions: 


NanM. 

FosL 

Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 

Address. 

Tstagtan,  Chins.  

Jan.  31 
Jan.  31 

Feb.  1 
Feb.  17 
Fob.  13 

Department  of  fitate,  Wasiilngton,  D.  C 
Bureau  of  Foreign  aioA  DomMtio  Com* 

merce.   Room   400,  Customhouse, 

New  York,  N.  Y. 
Winchester,  Ind. 
153  Church  Street,  Mobile,  Ala. 
1905  North  Busb  Street,  Santa  Ana,  C«l, 

Canada,  WflUam  W  

Vera  Crnz,  HbxIco  . . . . 
Marftcalbo,  Veneiuala. 
San  Luis  Potosl, 
HwlCO. 

■  Consul  Wllbert  L.  Bonney  shall  vlBlt  Sbd  Fniticlaco,  Los  Angelei,  and  San  Diego,  Cal.. 
and  San  Antooio,  Tex.,  and  wtll  advise  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  Id  each  of  these  cities  oi 
his  arrival  and  address. 


PAY  UOBE  FOR  COAX  THAN  FOB  CANAI  TOLLS. 

The  closing  of  the  Panama  Canal,  with  the  consequent  diverting 
of  traffic  to  the  Strait  of  Magellan,  has  yielded  concrete  examples  to 
illustrate  the  fact  that  the  cost  of  coal  for  the  additional  distance 
traveled  exceeds  the  amount  of  the  canal  tolls  for  many  vessels.  Con- 
sul General  Alban  G.  Snyder,  of  Panama,  quotes  from  the  Canal 
Record  the  figures  relating  to  the  steamship  Matoppo,  making  the 
voyage  from  ban  Francisco  to  T^ondon.  If  the  canal  had  been  open, 
the  vessel  would  have  saved  $3,000  on  the  voyage. 


EZFOBT  OF  CANNED  SPANISH  SABDINES. 

(ConBul  Geocral  Carl  Bal)<>y  Ilurat,  Barcelona,  Dec.  D.] 

More  than  $540,000  worth  of  sardines  was  caught  off  the  Atlantic 
coast  near  Vigo,  Spain,  mostly  during  November  last.  After  being 
prepared  and  canned  these  fish  had  a  value  of  $1,800,000,  and  have 
been  almost  entirely  exported,  chiefly  to  belligerent  countries. 

£A  report  on  the  fish  Industry  of  Spain  was  published  In  CoiiMEBCK  Befobts 
tbr  Not.  13, 1915.]  ^  . 
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HAWAH'S  BANKEB  SUaAK  TEAB. 

[A.  I>.  Tnylor,  oor respondent,  Uonolulu,  Dee.  13.] 

The  Hawaiian  Sugar  Planters  Association,  now  holding  its  annual 
session  in  Honolulu,  all  of  the  45  sugar  plantations  in  the  en- 
tire Hawaiian  group  being  represented,  announces  that  the  total 
cane-sugar  crop  for  the  year  1915  was  «4G,445  tons,  or  29,000  tons 
over  1914.  Divided  by  islands  the  yield  for  1915  follows:  Island  of 
Hawaii,  240,785  tons;  Maui,  160,283  tons;  Oahu,  129,997  tons;  and 
Kauai,  115,380  tons. 

The  ITse  of  Improved  Xaohinery. 

One  of  the  items  of  advancement  noted  this  year  is  the  change 
from  an  English  tractor  plow  to  the  Itest  Tracklayer,  made  in  Cali- 
fornia. These  are  75-horsepower  tracklayer  plow  sets,  and  so  far  are 
considered  a  success.  The  new  tractors  are  of  the  caterpillar  type. 
The  plow  sets  accompanying  them  are  of  the  simplest  and  strongest 
construction.  It  is  stated  that  the  American  plow  is  destined  to  dis- 
place the  more  cumbersome  plows  and  stationary  en^>nes  heretofore 
used.  The  tractor  climbs  hills  and  works  on  hillsides. 

The  3-gang  plow  works  on  a  three-cut  plan.  At  the  top  there  is 
a  disk  plow  with  sharp-cutting  edges.  Below  that  is  a  l(i-inch  mold- 
board  and  beneath  the  moldboard  is  a  subsoiler.  With  this  imple- 
ment a  layer  of  trash  a  foot  thick  can  be  buried  and  the  whole  soil 
&tiri*ed  to  a  depth  of  30  inches. 
Tarletfes  of  Sugar  Cane. 

The  report  of  H.  P.  Agee,  diiJcctor  of  the  Hawaii  Sugar  Planters 
Experiment  Station,  Honolulu,  states  that  there  are  at  present  51 
varieties  of  sugar  cane  which  occupy  an  irea  of  1  acre  or  more 
Two  years  ago  there  were  42. 

In  point  of  area,  Yellow  Caledonia  is  still  the  most  extensively 
cultivated  variety,  occupying  112,047  acres  for  the  1916  and  1017 
crops,  against  07,519  acres  under  the  Lahaina  variety.  From  the 
crop  of  1015  to  that  of  1917,  Yellow  Caledonia  has  a  slightly  de- 
creased area,  while  Lahaina  shows  a  decline  of  5,037  aci'es. 

There  are  to-day  10  varieties  of  cane  wliich  occupy  areas  of  more 
than  1,000  acres. 

J.  M.  Dowsett,  owner  of  Waianae  plantation.  Island  of  Oahu,  who 
Mtired  as  president  of  the  Hawaiian  Sugar  Planters  Association  in 
December,  1915,  and  was  succeeded  by  A.  W.  T.  Bottoniley,  of  Bishop 
A.  Co.,  bankers,  Honolulu,  in  liis  annual  report  stated  that  the  average 
price  in  New  York  for  the  Hawaiian  sugar  product  for  the  year 
ended  October  31,  1915,  based  upon  the  average  Cuban  bases  of  06° 
centrifugal,  was  4.4934  cents  per  pound. 

Loss  Dne  to  Lack  of  lalior— Boad  Bailding. 

L.  Weinslieiiner,  manager  of  the  Pioneer  Mills  Co.,  island  of  Maui, 
spoke  at  length  on  the  labor  situation.  He  discussed  the  vital  im- 
l)ortance  of  being  able  to  harvest  the  cane  when  it  is  ripe,  and  said 
this  was  one  of  the  serious  conditions  now  existing  in  Hawaii.  He 
suggested  that  the  planters  ask  Congress  for  permission  to  import 
10,000  laborers  everv  year  to  help  out  this  grave  situation.  With  the 
pl-esent  labor  suppfy,  he  said,  the  plantei-s  could  not  harvest  their 
crops  when  they  were  rijw,  which  meant  a  loss  of  $3,000,000  worth  of 
sugar  evei  y  rear.  He  said  the  planters  would  be  willing  to  put  up  a 
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bond  to  sliip  all  the  laborers  brought  for  the  harvest  season  out  of  the 
country  after  the  harvestinff. 

The  College  of  Hawaii,  Seated  in  Honolulu,  which  is  partly  sup- 
ported by  the  Territory  of  Hawaii,  and  by  appropriations  by  Con- 
gress authorized  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  has  begun  the 
construction  of  a  road  leading  to  the  college  as  an  experiment  in  road 
making.  The  roadwaj  will  test  three  ^'pes  of  pavement.  First 
there  will  be  a  450  strip  in  concrete,  half  plain  and  half  reinforced;, 
then  550  feet  of  coral  pavement  will  be  laid;  followed  by  5&6  feet 
of  asphalt  macadam,  using  different  kinds  of  sealing  coats.  The 
curbing  will  be  concrete  and  asphalt. 

It  is  believed  that  the  results  of  this  experiment  will  be  6t  great 
value  to  the  county  governments  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  in  the 
future  construction  ol  public  highways. 

iraW  BnUSINa  CONSHCUOUS  FEATTTEE  IN  BUENOS  AIBES. 

[Extract  from  La  Prenaa,  Not.  18.  forwarded  by  Oommcrclal  AttacbS  Albert  Uale,  Buenos 

Aires,  Argentlna.l 

A  new  building  is  about  to  be  opened  in  Buenos  Aires,  and  great 
interest  is  taken  in  the  event.  Situated  on  ground  lying  between 
Calle  Cangallo  and  Calle  Baitolom^  Mitre,  and  extending  all  the 
way  between  Calle  Florida  and  Calle  San  Martin,  it  occupies  prac- 
tically the  center  of  the  business  area  of  Buenos  Aires.  From  its 
street  fronts  there  is  nothing  very  remarkable  about  the  building, 
because  it  has  the  regular  height  of  its  neighbors,  conforming  thus 
with  the  city  ordinances.  At  its  center,  however,  a  higher  elevation 
is  reached,  eight  stories  additional  topping  the  six  stories  permitted 
on  the  street,  so  that  it  becomes  almost  a  skyscraper,  especially  since 
a  fine  tower  caps  the  building  proper,  the  ^evation  of  the  whole  being, 
from  pavement  to  pinnacle,  250  teet. 

The  Pasaje  General  Giiemes,  as  this  building  is  called,  after  one  of 
the  famous  heroes  of  Argentina,  is  remarkable  in  other  details. 
Below  the  ground  (in  a  basement)  is  a  theater  which,  though  small, 
is  probably  the  most  modem  in  Buenos  Aires.  On  the  top  floor  there 
is  a  luxurious  restaurant,  from  the  windows  of  which  an  extensive 
view  of  the  city  of  Buenos  Aires,  the  Biver  Plate,  and  the  surrounding 
landscape  is  offered  to  the  guests. 
FettiTlties  to  lEark  Opening  of  ITew  Strnetare. 

The  first  floors  above  the  street  level  are  devoted  to  offices,  but  above 
these  and  below  the  restaurant  are  a  few  floors  in  which  there  are  to 
be  apartments  for  private  residences  or  for  social  organizations. 
Finally,  on  the  ground  floor  is  the  "  pfisQje  "  itself,  the  wells  of  which 
are  well  decorated  and  well  lighted  through  the  glass  roof.  On  this 
corridor  there  are  numerous  shops  and  space  for  the  display,  through 
large  plate-glass  windows,  of  whatever  may  be  offered  for  sale  there. 
Space  has  been  reserved  here  for  the  Press  Club,  called  "  Circulo  do 
Ija  Prensa,"  which  is  becoming  a  permanent  organization.  It  has 
grown  out  of  a  smaller  association,  which  up  to  now  has  been  devoted 
to  business  and  similar  purposes,  but  which  is  to  become  an  important 
factor  in  the  literary  life  of  Buenos  Aires.  A  commission  of  i>ropa- 
ganda  of  this  Circuio  de  La  Prensa  has  in  charge  the  festivities  by 
which  this  new  building  will  be  opened.  It  is  planning  various  per- 
formances in  the  theater,  several  receptions,  and  a  banquet  in  the 
restaurant,  and  musical  features.  r^^^^]^ 
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FOKEIGN  TBASE  OF  THE  HOKKAIDO. 

[Commercial  Japan,  Norember,  1015.] 

The  commerce  of  the  Hokkaido*  hais  develoi>ed  rapidly  during 
the  pnst  few  yeai's.  XT])  to  a  comparatively  late  period  its  foreign 
trade  was  credited  to  Yokohama  and  Kobe,  the  bulk  of  the  exports 
from  the  Hokkaido  being  sliipj^ed  by  coasting  steamers  to  Yokohama 
and  Kobe  and  thence  to  foreign  countries  and  the  imports  being 
•entered  at  the  same  ports  and  then  ivshipped  to  Hakodate,  Otaru, 
Muroran,  and  Kushiro. 

For  bomc  years  past  trade  has  been  developing  on  more  direct 
lines;  in  fact,  two  steamship  companies  had  made  arrangements 
for  a  regular  monthly  service  from  the  Hoklcaido  to  Europe  when 
the  war  put  a  stop  to  this.  With  the  restoration  of  peace  there  is 
no  doubt  that  direct  communication  with  Europe  will  be  established. 
There  is  already  a  fairly  frequent  service  between  Hokkaido  ports 
and  the  Pacific  coast  of  the  United  States  by  the  steamers  of  the 
Robert  Dollar  Co.  and  the  China  Tmport  &  Export  Lumber  Co.,  of 
Shanghai,  whose  eteamers  call  at  Hokkaido  porte  whenever  sufficient 
cargo  offers. 
Chief  Exports. 

Exports  from  the  Hokkaido  are  constantly  increasing.  Some  IG 
years  ago  a  foreign  firm  in  Hakodate  tried  the  experiment  of  ship- 
ping oak  logs  to  the  Pacific  coast.  This  business  rapidly  grew  until 
at  the  present  time  about  8,000,000  cubic  feet  are  annually  exported 
to  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  in  addition  to  this  various  otlier  hard- 
wood timbei-s,  as  well  as  railway  sleepers,  veneers,  etc.,  are  shipped. 
These  go  to  the  United  States,  Chile.  Australia,  China,  India,  Egypt, 
Cape  Colony,  Spain,  France,  Great  Britain,  Holland.  Belgium,  Italy, 
and  Germany,  and  the  demand  far  exceeds  the  supply. 

The  demand  for  peas  and  beans  also  exceeds  the  supply,  and  they 
are  raised  in  larger  quantities  every  year.  Thei*e  is  no  doubt  what- 
ever tliat  exports  will  soon  be  over  50,000  tons  a  year. 

The  adjacent  waters  teem  with  marine  life.  Herring  and  sardines 
are  cauglit  in  vast  numbers  and  turned  into  fertilizer  and  fish  oil. 
The  fertilizer  is  used  in  Japan,  while  the  fish  oil  is  exported  to 
Europe.  It  was  the  practice  in  the  past  to  ship  this  oil  from  the 
Hokkaido  to  Yokohama  and  Kobe,  where  it  was  strained,  light- 
colored  vegetable  oils  added  (these  being  considerably  cheaper  tnan 
tish  oil),  and  then  exported.  Of  late  yeai*s  the  dii'ect  export  of  fi^ 
oil  has  rapidly  increased,  the  oil  shipped  from  here  not  being  mixed 
with  vegetable  oils  and,  although  darker  in  color,  being  much  pre- 
ferred and  commanding  a  higher  price  in  Europe  than  the  oil  which 
has  been  luindletl  in  the  soutliern  ports. 
Minerals — Frlnoipal  Imports — Harbors. 

The  oi)ening  of  the  Panama  Canal  has  given  quite  an  impetus  to  the 
eoal  trade,  and  over  200,000  tons  per  annum  are  now  shipped  to 
Honolulu  and  used  at  that  port  for  coaling  ships  that  have  come  via 
the  canal.  The  local  fuel  is  of  excellent  quality.  Sulphur  and  man- 
ganese are  produced  and  shipped  in  large  quantities;  in  fact  for 

1  Yi'zo.  till?  inoHt  Dorlhorly  of  tlip  liirRo  Islnntls  of  Jnpnn,  forms,  with  Its  12  ndjiiceat 
Islands  nnd  tim  Knillo  lHlnu(I»,  ii  dlvhlnn  of  th(>  Jfli)nn<>8e  Kmplrc  known  as  tbc  Ht^kaldo. 
It  Is  M>i>:u-ntp<l  from  the  main  Ulnud  of  Japan  by  the  Strait  of  Xaiignru.  Area,  InducHns 
tbo  Kurllo  IslfindR,  approximately  30,150  sijuarc  niilcs. 
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miite  a  number  of  years  sulphur  was  the  chief  article  of  export  from 
tbe  Hokluddo. 

The  imports  are  principally  agricultural  and  other  machinery. 
The  futnre  of  the  island  is  a^icuUural.  There  is  a  rich  natural  soil, 
and  very  little  artificial  fertilizer  will  be  required  for  some  time  to 
come.  Manufactories  are  also  springing  up.  There  is  an  abundance 
of  water  power,  and  already  several  hydroelectric  power  plants  are 
in  operation,  some  of  them  with  as  much  as  20,000  hor.^epower. 

The  Hokkaido's  principal  ports  are  Hakodate,  Otaru,  Kushiro,  and 
Muroran.  Hakodate  has  the  finest  natural  harbor  in  Japan.  The  har- 
bor in  Otaru  is  protected  by  two  large  bi-eakwaters,  which  make  it  safe 
and  commodious.  Kushiro  was  formerly  little  better  than  an  open 
roadstead,  but  works  now  in  course  of  construction  will  make  this  har- 
bor one  of  the  best  in  Japan.  Kushiro  will,  in  a  few  years,  be  the  prin- 
cipal port  for  the  export  of  cereals,  being  the  natural  shipping  point 
for  the  rich  and  fertile  Tokachi  Valley.  Muroran  has  a  fine  natural 
harbor. 

LOTBEE  mPOETS  INTO  PUEETO  PLATA  DISTRICT. 

[Consul  Frank  Anderson  Henry,  Puerto  Plata,  Dominican  Republic,  Dec  11,  1910.> 

The  lumber  imported  into  the  Puerto  Plata  district  comes  entirely 
from  the  United  States.  There  are  no  statistics  available  showing 
the  exact  amount  of  the  imports,  but  it  is  estimated  that  they  vary 
from  $50,000  to  $75,000  per  annum.  More  than  80  per  cent  of  this 
is  yellow  pine  in  the  form  of  boards,  and  scantlings  of  various  sizes, 
which  are  used  for  construction  work  of  all  kinds.  This  wood  is 
designated  as  "  commercial  quality,"  and  is  usually  imported  by  the 
sdiooner  load  from  Gulf  ports.  Rates  for  chartei-s  have  gone  up 
considerably  since  the  commencement  of  the  war.  While  $7  per 
thousand  feet  was  formerly  asked,  this  figure  has  now  risen  to  $12. 
Lumber  which  costs  $20  to  $25  per  thousand  feet  in  the  United  States 
costs  the  consumer  in  Puerto  Plata  more  than  $50  for  the  same 
quantity.  No  doubt  partly  due  to  the  high  prices  of  lumber,  new 
houses  are  in  many  cases  being  constructed  of  concrete.  The  demand 
from  year  to  year  shows  but  little  tendency  to  increase  or  decrease, 
yanking  with  general  business  conditions  and  building  activity. 

White  pine  is  imported  to  a  certain  extent  and  is  used  for  makins 
doors,  sashes,  and  various  kinds  of  the  better  grade  of  work.  It 
constitute  from  15  to  20  per  cent  of  the  imports  and  is  shipped  by 
regular  steamers  from  New  York.  Imports  of  lumber  other  tlian  the 
two  varieties  mentioned  above  are  insignificant. 
Somestie  Trodnetion  Vsed  In  Interior  Towns. 

Consumption  of  imported  lumber  is  chiefly  confined  to  the  const 
towns.  The  interior  cities,  for  all  the  rough  grades  of  work,  use 
lumber  made  in  adjacent  sawmills.  The  native  pitch  pine  is  full 
of  sap,  very  strong,  and  lasts  indefinitely  under  most  trying  con- 
ditions. It  has  the  drawback,  however,  of  being  exceedingly  difficult 
to  work.  This  native  pine  sells  at  about  $20  per  tliousand  feet  in 
the  interior  towns.  High  freight  rates  tend  to  prevent  the  use  of 
the  domestic  product  on  the  coast,  and  the  imported  in  the  interior. 

[The  naraes  of  the  principal  dealers  In  lumber  In  the  Puerto  Plata  consular 
district  may  be  obtained  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreisn  and  Domestic  Commerce 
or  one  of  its  district  offices.  Refer  to  flle  Ko.  70399.] 
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FOBEiaX  TEABE  OPPORTUNITIES. 

[Wborc  addrensos  arc  oiuittod  Ihoy  may  be  oblnlncd  from  the  Barean  or  its  dl«(rl«t 

olHces.] 

Ga»  water  heaters.  No.  19787. — TJie  Bureau  is  Infonned  by  an  American  con- 
Rular  oflicer  in  Nonvay  that  a  man  in  tliat  country  desires  to  receive  cata- 
loKiies  and  prices  from  Americau  manufacturers  of  gas  water  heaters  for 
bathrooius,   ('^orrcfipondence  may  Ik  In  Englisli.   Reference  is  given. 

Blcetrio  tramitay,  No.  19788.— Tenders  will  be  received  at  the  "  Dlrecclon  Gen- 
eral de  Obnis  Pubricas,  Ministerio  de  romento,"  Madrid,  Spain,  until  Janu- 
ary 28,  3ftl(i,  for  the  coiiKtniction  and  working,  for  a  iwriod  of  66  years, 
of  an  Plwliic  irannvny  in  Madrid  (Monte  del  I'ardo  district).  The  nilnl- 
nnini  rollln,^'  stock  rtHiuirod  to  coinnionce  the  working  of  the  line  Is  three 
motor  coaches  iiiul  three  trailer  coaches.  Construction  work  innst  be  coiu- 
ineneeiJ  witliin  thrw  inuntlis  and  completed  within  a  year  from  the  date  of 
the  award  of  the  con<'esMi(Hi,  Tlie  Bureau  has  no  further  information  rela- 
tive to  tills  ojiportiinity. 

Uoving-picturc  JUtim,  leather,  cotton  hosier!/,  moil's  hats,  etc..  No.  19789. — One 
of  tlie  commercial  attiufticK  f>f  the  I>4^iartment  of  Commerce  wrlt^  that  a 
man  In  Spain  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  moving- 
j)leture  fihns ;  leatlier  ot  all  kinds,  especially  tlie  finer  grades,  and  carriage 
and  automobile  leatlier;  imitation  leather  for  fnrniture  and  book  binding; 
cotton  hosiery;  men's  luits;  rubber  articles  of  al!  kinds;  shoes  for  men 
and  women ;  and  pniK^r  and  paiK'r  articles. 

Vmbrella  covering  mntehal,  No.  10790. — An  Anieriran  consular  officer  in  France 
rejwrts  that  a  linn  in  his  district  desires  to  Ik*  plactKl  in  touch  wllb  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  of  textiles  nsetl  for  iinibrella  covering,  with  a  view  to 
doing  bnsine.'!.i  on  a  cash  basis.  Samples  nnd  c.  1.  f.  prices  are  desiretl. 
Correspondence  should  be  in  French.  A  sample  showing  the  qimlity  and 
width  of  the  goods  desired  may  lie  examlnetl  at  tlie  Iturean  or  its  district 
ottices.    (Refer  to  file  No.  7U6tK>.) 

Maii-order  businesKj  No.  10791. — ()nc  of  the  commei-cinl  ttttachC>s  of  the  De- 
partment of  Connnerce  truuMUits  an  inquiry  from  a  man  in  South  Africa 
who  dt!slres  to  establlsli  a  mail-order  business  in  that  country  on  Amerlciiii 
lines,  deallns  largely  In  American  proilncts,  and  esitm-ially  catering  to  the 
farmer  and  railway  man  and  their  families.  The  man  states  that  he  Is 
arranging  with  a  Ijondon  buying  house,  through  which  he  will  tlo  hta 
indenting. 

Artificial  Icailirr,  No.  10792. — An  American  consular  oflicer  In  Spain  writer 
that  a  man  in  his  district  deshvs  to  c<»mnmnicate  with  American  manu- 
facturers of  artificial  leatlier  for  making  .suit  cases,  trunks,  etc. 

AffCHcy,  No.  1970.^. — Till'  counnercial  attache  of  the  Department  of  Commerce 
in  Paris  transmits  an  Inquiry  from  a  nmn  in  Frnna'  who  desires  to 
represent  American  lirms,  eitlier  as  buying  agent  for  French  gooils  or 
as  selling  agent  for  American  goods. 

Machinery  for  makitig  siuty  fasteners,  No.  10794. — .\n  Anieri<-un  atnsnhir  officer 
In  Spain  reports  that  a  nmn  in  his  district  desires  to  reciMve  prices  ami 
terms  for  miu-hinery  for  making  snap  fasteners,  with  a  view  to  starting 
a  factory  in  that  iwuntry. 

atcel  barrels,  No.  197i)o. — ^Tlie  Ilureaii  is  Informe<l  by  an  American  consular 
oflicer  iu  Italy  thot  he  has  ^)eon  retpiested  to  obtain  quolalions  from 
American  manufactuivrs  for  590  steel  barrels  for  use  in  tran.<i))ortiDg 
carlwn  bisuli>hlde.  Spe*-IficjitIonfi  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  Bureau 
or  its  district  olllcei'S.   Freiglit  rates  to  Italian  ports  should  be  given. 

Uachiiicru  for  cold  storage  plant,  No.  19700.— Amerlcati  consnlar  oflicer  In 
France  reports  that  n  lirm  in  his  district  is  in  liie  market  for  machinery 
for  a  cold-storage  plant.   Ontalognes  and  price  lists  should  be  sent. 

Chcmivats,  gloves,  linen  for  tiiilnrs,  lionierg,  etc.,  No.  19797. — A  commercial 
organization  in  the  United  States  transmits  an  Inquiry  from  a  man  in 
Spain  who  desires  to  represent  American  manufncturei-s  of  chemicals  for 
the  textile  industr.v,  phannaceutical  products,  chemical  teehnlcnl  proilucts, 
essential  oils,  varnish,  colors,  pencils,  nnd  all  other  clieralcal  preparations, 
gloves,  linen  for  tailors,  hoslei-y,  buttons  of  all  kinds,  tools,  scissors,  spec- 
tacle, kitchen  utensils,  etc.   Cori-espondenco  may  be  in  English. 
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TEUFORABY  TABIFF  EXEMPTIONS  IN  SPAIN. 

[Cablegram  from  American  Coneal  Cieneral.  Barcelona,  Jan.  4.1 

The  following  products  were  exempted  from  duty  ui)on  importation 
into  Spfiin  by  a  royal  order  of  January  1,  1916 :  Wheat  and,  wheat 
flciir;  rice,  lentils,  chiclq)eas,  beans,  and  potatoes;  fresh  meats;  poul- 
try, live  or  dead,  and  eggs;  corn  (except  that  destined  for  the  manu- 
facture of  alcohol),  oats,  and  barley ;  ham,  bacon,  and  salt  pork;  zinc 
in  pigs  and  blocks  and  zinc  scrap;  cast  iron  and  steel  in  pigs  and  bars 
and  crude  iron  in  bars :  charcoal.  Export  duties  have  been  imposed  on 
all  the  foregoing  ai-ticlcs,  as  well  as  on  iron  and  steel  scrap  (Tariff  No. 
56),  The  latter  products  are  not  to  be  admitted  free,  but  the  duty 
thereon  has  been  reduced  fi'om  1  peseta  to  0.10  peseta  per  100  Idlos. 

fit  is  presumed  that  these  exemptions  are  temporary  and  have  been 
authorized  in  view  of  the  scarcity  of  foodstuffs  and  other  articles  of 
necessity  occasioned  the  war.  The  Spanish  Government  has  evi- 
(lently  preferred  to  discourage  exportation  of  such  products  by  im- 
posing export  duties  ratlier  than  by  placing  them  under  embargo.] 

VESSELS  BUILT  IN  XTKnES  STATES. 

The  Bureau  of  Navigation,  Department  of  (\)inmerce,  reports  32 
sailing,  steam,  gas,  and  unrigged  vessels  of  '20,807  gross  tons  built  in 
the  United  States  and  officially  numbered  during  Decenibei*,  1015. 
The  largest  steel  steamei's  included  in  these  figures  are:  Flor'tduni^  of 
(i,930  gross  tons,  built  at  Sparrows  Point,  Md.,  and  owned  by  the 
American-Hawaiian  Steamsliip  Co.;  Miaiamar,  of  ;i,477  tons,  built 
at  Sparrows  Point,  Md.,  and  owned  by  the  Maryland  Steel  Co. ;  and 
the  Bylayly  of  3,289  tons,  built  at  Camden,  N,  J.,  and  owned  by  the 
Pocahontas  Navigation  Co. 

Light  Vessel  Launched. 

Light  vessel  No,  101^  under  construction  at  the  works  of  the  Pusey 
A  Jones  Co.,  Wilmington,  Del.,  was  launched  to-dav  (Jan.  12)  at 
4:30  p.  m. 
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SITBGICAI  AHS  KEDICAL  SUPPLIES  AT  HOHOKOHO. 

[CoDxnl  General  George  E.  Andersoo,  Hoogkong,  Cblna,  Not.  10.1 

Surgical  instruments  and  similar  appliances  are  not  being  received 
from  Europe  and  Hongkong  traders  are  compelled  to  secure  all  such 
goods  from  tiie  United  States.  The  trade  is  not  very  large,  and 
American  manufacturers  already  have  had  some  part  in  it  through 
the  missionaries.  Americans  now  have  an  opportunity  to  show  what- 
ever merit  or  superiority  there  may  be  in  their  product. 

In  prepared  bandages,  sterilized  cotton,  and  similar  goods,  also,  the 
trade  has  been  compelled  to  turn  to  the  United  States,  and  one  of  the 
surprises  is  that  these  goods,  of  superior  and  unquestioned  quality, 
can  be  bought  more  cheaply  from  the  United  States  than  they  were 
imported  previously  from  Europe.  There  is  every  reason,  therefore, 
to  anticipate  continued  fa'ade  in  them. 

Clinical  thermometers  can  be  obtained  in  Hongkong  from  only 
one  establishment,  so  low  has  the  supply  run,  and  only  American 
goods  of  this  sort  can  be  had  in  the  future.  In  all  such  lines  there 
is  exceptional  opportunity  for  the  introduction  of  American  prod- 
ucts, though  the  trade  is  not  up  to  the  normal  volume  and  is  likely 
to  be  very  irregular  for  some  time  to  come. 

[A  list  of  firms  Importing  surgical  and  ni»l)ral  supplies  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  olfices.  Refer  to 
file  Na  70971.]   

SHIPMENTS  OF  KUBBEB  FROK  FESEBATEB  KALA7  STATES. 

[CoDBUl  General  Jolia  r.  Bra;,  Singapore,  Not.  20.] 

The  exports  of  cultivated  rubber  from  the  Federated  Malay  States 
during  the  eight  months  ended  August,  1915,  according  to  figures 
given  in  the  Federated  Malay  States  Agricultural  Bulletin,  amounted 
to  26,673  tons,  compared  with  18,671  tons  for  the  same  period  in  1914. 
The  destination  is  given  below : 


DeatlnaUons, 

Jiin.-Aus.. 
19U. 

Ian.- Aug., 
1914. 

Ton*. 
17,677 
8,533 
8 
461 
95 

Taiu. 
11,31} 
6,013 
803 
443 

in> 

Total  

as,  073 

1S,«71 

WYOMING'S  TJNDEVEIOPED  EESOURCES. 

Among  the  undeveloped  resources  of  the  State  of  Wyoming,  the 
United  States  (Jeotogical  Survey  reports,  are  bituminous  shale,  vol- 
canic ash,  graphite,  asphaltum,  manganese  ores,  bentonite,  tin,  salt, 
bismuth,  and,  pcrha|)s  most  important,  phosphate  rock,  on  which  the 
future  of  American  agriculture  may  largely  depend.  It  is  estimated 
that  more  than  1.950.000  acres  in  Wyoming  are  underlain  by  work- 
able phosphate  deposits,  a  phosphate  area  greater  tlian  that  of  any 
other  State.  Its  coal  fields  cover  about  41,500  square  miles — ^two- 
fifths  of  the  State's  area— and  contained  originally  an  estimated 
670,723,000,000  tons.  Of  this  quantity  only  178,000,000  tons,  or 
about  one-fortieth  of  1  per  cent,  has  been  exhausted. 
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SFECmCATZONS  AITD  FHOIOOKAPHS  07    MAINE  "  MEMORIAL. 

As  mentioned  in  Commerce  Repokts  for  December  2,  in  an  article 
by  Special  Agent  Giirrard  Harris,  several  Dhotojiraphs  showing  the 
location  of  the  monument  to  be  erected  in  Habana  to  the  memory  of 
the  battleship  Maine  have  been  forwai*ded  by  Mr.  Harris  and  have 
hem  received  in  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 
Other  photographs  sliow  the  ^ins  and  other  relics  i>resented  to  the 
Government  of  Cuba  by  the  United  States  Government,  these  relics 
to  be  used  as  the  lyotif  of  the  monument. 

In  addition  plans  and  specifications  for  the  monument  have  been 
transmitted  by  Mr.  Harris,  and  are  on  file  in  the  Bureau.  These 
specifications  are  in  Knglish  and  Spanish,  and  confirm  the  statement 
made  in  the  report  referred  to  that  two  prizes,  one  of  $1,500  and  the 
other  of  $500,  are  to  be  awarded  to  the  successful  competitors  for  fur- 
nidiing  a  design  for  the  monument.  All  desi^s  are  to  be  delivered 
to  the  office  of  the  president  of  the  commission  (tlie  Secretary  of 
Agriculture,  Commerce,  and  Labor)  before  11  o'clock  on  February 
1, 1916. 

This  is  thought  to  be  a  good  opportunity  for  artists  in  the  United 
States  interested  in  this  class  of  work,  and  the  photographs  and 
specifications  will  be  loaned  by  the  Bureau  to  any  artists  mterested. 
(Refer  to  file  No.  780.) 


OOVEBKUEirr  PUBLICATIONS  FOB  SALE. 

Tlie  following  is  a  partial  list  of  publications  received  in  stock  for 
sale  fay  the .  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government  Printing 
OiBce,  Washington.  D.  C,  during  the  week  ended  January  8, 1916: 

Commercial  Organtzationft  in  Ocrmany,  .Special  Agents  Series  78,  Bureau  of 
PoietiTi  and  DonieRtic  Commerce. — Covers  national  commercial  and  industrial 
of^nizatlous,  spe(*tal  commercial  OT^nulzatious,  State  and  proviuclal  manu- 
fticturei-rj'  associations,  liids^ndent  associations,  etc.   Price,  paper,  20  cents. 

Termi  Vsctl  in  the  Cotton  Indmtr}/,  Special  Agents  Series  105,  Bureau  of 
Forel^  aiul  Domestic  Commerce. — Covers  varieties  of  cotton,  their  cliarac- 
terlstics,  terms  used,  with  deflnttioiis.   Price,  paper,  5  cents. 

Bankinff  OpportwiiUes  in  (foutJt  America,  Si)ecial  Aj^ts  Series  306,  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  (Commerce. — Covers  probable  line  of  development, 
practice,  opportunities,  nnd  commei'clal  banklug  in  various  South  American 
countries.   Price,  luiper,  20  cents. 

The  Honicrit  tndvttrif.  Miscellaneous  Series  31,  Buivau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Coniiiicrce. — f'overs  capital,  profits,  labor,  selling  methods,  counting, 
etc.  Price,  paper,  25  cents. 

The  Knit-i'niicrwcar  In&mtry,  Miscellaneous  Scries  22,  Bureau  of  Foreign 
nod  Domestic  CTominerce. — Report  on  the  cost  of  production  of  knit  underwear 
in  tlic  Ignited  States,  einbrticlng  capital,  labor,  and  profits.  Price,  iHtper,  20 
cents. 

Geriuun  Iiulnstrial  Education  and  Il»  Lvnnoun  for  the  Ctiitcd  Stntc.^,  l'>ln<!ii- 
lion  Bureau  Bulletin  10.  1918. — Describes  industrial  wiucation  sjsteui  in  Oer- 
nmny  and  the  United  States,  with  conclusions.   Price,  iHipcr,  15  cents. 


Efforts  to  inti'oduce  more  up-to-date  fanning  machinery  in  Ber- 
muda are  reported  by  Consul  Carl  R.  l.iOop  at  Hamilton.  A  tour 
made  recently  in  Hamilton,  Smitlis,  and  Devonshire  parishes,  with 
the  object  of  introducing  labor-saving  implements,  was  productive 
of  much  interest  among  the  farmers,  an  agricultural  exi>ert  stated. 
The  importance  of  reducing  the  cost  of  pi*oduetion  was  emphasized. 
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THE  CITBAK  POTATO  MAEKET. 

[Special  Ajiont  Garrard  Harris.] 

Cuba  is  a  large  importer  of  Irish  potatoes.  Although  Cuban  early 
potatoes  bring  fancy  prices  in  the  United  States  market,  the  island 
does  not  begin  to  produce  enough  for  its  own  use  and  the  production 
is  falling  oft  each  year. 

The  Habana  demand  is  for  the  largest  sizes  for  the  best  trade,  but 
medium  sizes  also  sell  well.  The  smaller  sizes  are  not  wanted.  The 
white  potato  is  almost  exclusively  imported,  the  red  varieties  being 
higher  in.  price  and  therefore  are  not  brought  in.  Potatoes  are 
usually  imported  in  bags  of  180  pounds,  sometimes  bags  of  165 
pounds,  and  also  in  ordmary  flour  barrels,  which  weigh  190  to  200 
pounds  fully  packed. 

The  potatoes  are  sold  c,  i.  f.  Habana,  sight  draft  and  cash  against 
shipping  documents.  Shipments  are  inspected  on  the  wharves. 
Some  attempts  have  been  made  to  ship  potatoes  on  a  basis  of  cash 
against  the  documents  in  New  York.  The  perishable  nature  of  the 
shipment,  and  the  fact  that  some  past  experiences  have  proved  dis- 
astrous— the  goods  showing  up  in  Habana  in  bad  shape  and  not 
according  to  grade,  etc. — have  put  an  end  to  the  importers  here  tak- 
ing chances.  Some  American  shippers  have  representatives  in 
Habana  who  go  to  the  wharves  and  are  present  at  the  inspection. 
Future  contracts  have  not  been  made  by  local  dealers,  although  some 
of  them  have  expressed  a  willingness  to  buy  for  future  delivery,  but 
have  been  unable  to  be  accommodated. 
Imports  of  Potatoes  into  Cuba. 

The  imports  of  potatoes  into  Cuba  in  1912  were  valued  at 
$1,585,090;  in  1913,  $1,881,197;  and  in  1914,  $1,836,142.  The  figures 
tor  1915  are  not  yet  available,  but  dealers  state  that  impoi*ts  were 
heavier  than  ever  before.  Of  these  shipments  the  United  States  sold 
the  bulk— in  1912,  $1,032,072;  in  11)13,  $1,089,204;  and  in  1914, 
$1,219,095.  The  price  has  very  gradually  been  rising  but  in  slight 
degree.  Canada  usually  ships  in  considerable  quantities,  ranging  from 
25  to  30  per  cent  of  the  supply.  Iloihind  ships  a  few,  also  the  Canary 
Islands,  Spain,  Belgium,  ami  England. 

The  Cuban  potatoes  are  small  and  are  almost  entirely  confined 
to  shipments  of  the  extra  early  new  potatoes  for  United  States 
markets  in  the  spring.  As  couir^ideMible  areas  that  were  heretofore 
given  over  to  potatoes  for  the  United  States  early  markets  are  to  be 
planted  in  cane,  the  next  crop  of  new  potatoes  will  be  much  smaller 
than  usual.  The  Cuban  crop,  which  comes  on  the  market  in  January, 
continues  until  the  crop  of  new  potatoes  in  the  southern  States 
begins  to  force  them  olf  the  market. 

There  has  been  no  great  difference  in  the  price  of  potatoes  from  the 
States  in  recent  years.  In  December,  1914,  the  price  of  first-class 
big  white  American  potatoes  in  Habana  was  $2.25  per  100  pounds 
in  Dags — $4  per  barrel. 

Rates  of  freight  between  Java  and  European  ports,  Consul  Brad- 
street  S.  Rairden,  of  Batavia,  reports,  were  increased  25  per  cent 
beginning  November  15  by  the  steamship  companies  Stoomvaart 
Maatschappij  Nederland,  Stoomvaart  Maatschappij  Rotterdamsche 
Lloyd,  and  Maatschappij.  Ocean.  There  was  no  announcement  of 
any  change  in  the  rates  to  the  United  States. 
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AKEBICAH  TRADE  FOB  OITE  WEEK. 


The  imports,  duties  collected,  and  expoits  for  the  week  endinfy 
January  8,  1916,  at  the  13  piincipal  customs  disti*icts  of  the  United 
States,  liandling  88  per  cent  of  total  imports  and  9;}  {wr  cent  of  total 
exports,  based  on  transactions  in  the  month  of  October,  1915,  follow: 


Districts. 

Duties  col- 
tect«d. 

IX.3SR 
4.  »t  IK.  348 
24,5.^S  3<i9 
1.4W  ^JiO 
604  lOJ 
45.  OH) 

4'w.on: 

l,S74.(-e4 
3.040,  W 
«W,273 
344.460 
450,  »33 

1474 

200.(166 
2,74^,423 
141»,G97 
17,I6H 

7.16.1 
8,N22 

73a 

72.  CM 
2f(,4'4 
14  716 
110,521 
4H. 161 

■064.  .151 
4.443  047 
57.371.445 

5,273.711 
1.117.149 
3.2^3,976 
3.126.r.49 
1,747.6B7 
968  864 
3,0a6,2l» 

2,911.970 

S8,e4»,0S2 

S,4W,45S 

91,T26,SS3 

The  cotton  exported  during  the  week  ending  January  8,  1916,  at 
the  12  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United  States. 


Bales. 


Distrtctfi. 


BbIm. 


OfOTjia  

Hssmcfaiiaetu . 

Us -f  land  

New  York  

Korth  Citroliiia. 
FUiuMphta... 
Sonth  Carolina. 


7,484 

aso 


9,9a 


Vlrelnlft  

GslTeston  

New  Orleans . 
Ban  Fronclsoo. 
Washington  .. 


38,855 
2S,383 
7,609 
3.072 


12,352 


Total. 


110.530 


XZPOBTATIOH  OP  SPANISH  TOMATOES  TO  H0SWA7. 

[Contnil  Wilbur  T.  Orncejr,  Scrlllc,  Dee  0.1 

Some  four  years  ago  the  Spanish  Government  brought  to  tiie  atten- 
tion of  Spanish  growers  of  tomatoes  opportunities  for  the  exporta- 
tion of  tomato  paste,  etc.,  to  Norway,  and  the  Centro  de  Expancion 
Comercial  of  the  Ministry  of  Fomento  has  again  brought  this  mat- 
ter to  the  attention  of  Spanish  growers,  stating  that  the  pi'esent  con- 
ditions consequent  upon  the  European  war  make  this  an  imu.sually 
faTorable  time  for  the  expansion  of  this  line  of  business,  owing  to 
the  prohibitions  placed  upon  the  exportation  of  this  product  from 
Italy. 

It  is  stated  that  the  Norwegian  food-products  industry  amounts  to 
over  7,000,000  crowns  ($1,870,000)  per  annum,  and  at  present  tliere 
is  a  shortage  of  tomato  paste,  largely  used  in  the  preservation  of  fish; 

The  tomato  paste  of  Norway  is  said  to  be  imported  through  the 

Sorts  of  Stavanger,  Christiania,  and  Bergen,  irom  England  and 
talj^.  It  is  understood,  however,  that  it  all  originates  in  Italy  but 
is  shipped  largely  through  British  ports. 

When  imported  in  cases  weighing  5  kilos  and  over  it  pays  uo 
import  duty. 
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EEHABKABLETBABE  BEVELOFKEHl  AT  POST  OF  TL&DIVOSTOE. 

[Compiled  bj  the  Bureaa  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  from  Basslaa  official 

rpports.] 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  imports  of  the  principul 
articles  at  the  port  of  Vladivostok  for  the  first  ei^t  months  of 
1914  nnd  1915,  and  the  shares  of  the  principal  countries  in  the  1915 
period : 


ArtJdes. 


Jan.  1-Sept. 
1, 1914,  to- 
tal Impoits. 


Jan.  l~S«pt.  1, 1915. 


Total  im- 
ports. 


From 
United 
Kingdom. 


From 
United 
Slates. 


From 
Japan. 


From 
China. 


Bioae 

Husked  

Unboaked  

Vmpv..,  

T«a: 

Black  and  otbtr.  

Brtok  

Salt,  oooklni  

Heat,  fFodi  

<  artla  

Boots  and  shoM  

Harness  and  accenorie!!  

Box  and  trunkmakan'  wans, 
bag  makers'  wares,  oUmt 
leather  goods  .-.  

Copra  

Indln  rabber  and  gtitta- 
percfaa,  rav  

Antimony,  metallic  

Be*ihollet's  sails  

Iron  In  bars,  sheets,  etc  

Tin  plate,  varnished  or  not, 
etc  

Coi^r  in  pi^,  tngois,  sheets, 
etc  

Aluminum  In  ingots,  eto  

Ntckel  In  pigs.  ingols,etc  

Tin  In  pl(n,  slieeta,  etc  

Lead  In  piga  

Zlno  Id  pign,  etc  

Irwi  and  steel  manubctures.. 

Barbed  win  ot  inn  and  stMl; 
wire  nails  

Uacblnas  of  cast  inn,  etc  

Agricultural  machiner;  wtd 
parts  

Anionoblles  witb  4  places  or 
mo-o   

Cotton ,  raw  

Jute,  law  

Cotton  tissues  

Twine  of  manlla  hemp,  and 
other,  tor  sheof-blndlng  ma- 
chine  

Jute  bafl-.  etc  

Woolen  materials,  woven  

Ail  other  articles  


S5S.00O 
448,000 
12,000 

88,000 
734.000 

&ao.ooo 

415,000 
076,000 
15,000 
1,000 


?,O0D 


11,000 
471,000 

436,000 

23,000 


24,000 
8,000 
2,000 
131,000 

121,000 
420,000 

710,000 

«,00O 
^000 


4,000 


TV,  000 
1,000 
1,000 
3,854,000 


11,036,000 
340,000 
630.000 

901,000 
1,815.  mo 
£00,000 
476,000 
125,000 
2,497,000 
1,006,000 


1,779,000 
417,000 

8,9(a,0n0 
1,309,000 
417,000 
114,000 

194.000 

8, OSS. 000 
663,000 
1,093,000 
2,326,000 
3,738.000 
2,451,000 
1,005,000 

2,ios,ooa 

2,877,000 

£08,000 

1.541,000 
14,096,000 

555,000 
732,000 


1,491,000 
4,988,000 
11,790,000 
8,145,003 


$6,000 


470,000 
1,000 


tl, 016, 000 
272,000 
9,000 

13,000 


144,000 


13,000 


4,000 


1,000 
108,000 


417,000 

3,274,000 
23,000 
281,000 
8,000 

109,000 

592.000 
288,000 
497.000 
1,981,000 
1,906.000 
414.000 
9,000 


2,496,000 
1,824,000 


1,778,000 


IS. 000 
48,000 
24,000 

887,  QOS 
1,488,000 
48,000 
475,000 
125,000 


35,000 


1S6,00D 


183,000 
601,000 
13,000 


80,000 
4,374,000 


658.000 
21,000 

185,000 
91,000 

38,000 

1,085.000 
271,000 
335,000 
108.000 
1,625,000 
1,780,000 
969.000 

2,0Sl,O0O 
2,303,000 

506,000 

1,540,000 
14,126,000 
54,000 
4,000 


1,431,000 
489,000 


20,000 
1,185,000 
1,000 
7,000 

9,000 

7,306,000 
64,000 
361.000 
236,000 
197.000 
180,000 
111,000 

19,000 
62,000 


80.000 

"i.'66a 


76,000 

'762,066' 


201,009 


1,318,000 


1,808,000 


80,000 
120.000 
11,734,000 
2,645,000 


4,000 
40,000 
1,491,000 


Total. 


9,311,000 


87,625,000 


16,802,000 


31, 620,000 


32,%l7,O0O 


4,9«,009 


The  following  table  shows  the  principal  exports  from  the  port  of 
Vladivostok  during  the  first  eight  months  of  1914  and  1916: 


Aitlclaa. 

Jan.  1-Sept.  1— 

Atttdas. 

Tan.  1-Sept.  1— 

1014 

19UI 

1914 

1915 

mn.ooo 
77,000 
59,000 

87,000 
66,000 

6460,000 
186,000 
618.000 

$129,000 
46,000 
78.000 
85,000 

63,666 

503.000 

848,000 

a,i78,on 
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CEAHaES  IN  AUSTBU-HUHOABY'S  FOBEIC^H  TEADE. 

[Consul  General  Albert  Ilalatead,  Vienna,  Dec.  4.] 

Anstria-Himgary's  total  foreign  commerce  in  the  first  nine  montlis 
of  1915  was  valued  at  iM-83,546,000,  a  falling  off  of  $331,844,100,  or 
41  per  cent,  compared  with  the  corresponding  months  in  1914,  when 
the  aggregate  value  was  $810,390,100.  The  imports  were  valued  at 
$330,281,000,  as  compared  with  $477,801,100  in  the  corresponding 
period  of  1914,  a  difference  of  32  per  cent,  while  the  exports  were 
$153,205,000,  a  loss  of  $184,324,000,  or  more  tlian  54  per  cent.  The 
period  in  1914  witli  which  the  comparison  is  made  included  seven 
months  of  peace  and  two  months  of  war. 

In  the  first  seven  months  of  1915  tlie  total  foreign  commerce  of  the 
Dual  Monarchy  was  $379,070,900,  which  was  $375,051,500  less  than 
in  the  first  seven  months  of  1914,  or  about  50  jjer  cent  less.  The 
imports  in  1915  were  $254,277,800,  a  reduction  of  $182,050,000,  or 
almost  47  per  cent,  while  the  expoits  were  valued  at  $125,393,100,  a 
loss  of  $193,601,100  from  the  corresponding  seven  months  in  1914, 
or  about  60  per  cent. 
Angnst  and  September  Trade  Sbows  Increase. 

The  figures  of  imports  and  exports  for  August  and  September, 
1915,  as  compared  with  the  similar  months  of  1914,  are  interesting 
in  that  an  increase  is  noted.  The  total  of  the  imports  and  exports 
in  August  and  September,  1915,  was  $103,875,100,  while  for  these 
months  in  1914  it  was  $60,067,700  in  value,  or  a  gain  of  $43,807,400 
for  1915,  a  little  over  72  per  cent.  The  imports  in  August  and 
September,  1915,  were  $76,003,200,  a  gain  of  $34,530,300,  or  83  per 
cent,  while  the  exports  aggregated  $27,871,900,  a  gain  of  $9,277,100, 
or  about  50  per  cent. 


DAISY  KACHnrEBT  IN  SAirCIAGO. 

[Coniiul  r.  Merrill  Griffith,  Santiago  de  Cuba.] 

The  country  surrounding  the  city  of  Bayamo,  which  is  located 
within  the  Santiago  consular  district,  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
principal  districts  in  Cuba  for  cattle  raising.  The  topography  of  the 
country  in  that  section  is  especially  well  adapted  for  the  purpose, 
rains  are  abundant,  and  the  pasturage  is  excellent. 

This  industry  has  been  greatly  developed  in  the  last  few  years, 
and  now  considerable  interest  is  being  manifested  in  the  manufacture 
of  dair^  products.  Although  this  industry  is,  in  comparison  witli 
the  United  States,  practically  in  its  infancy,  there  may  be  at  present 
an  excellent  opportunity  for  American  manufacturers  to  extend  their 
trade  in  this  line. 

For  tJie  infonnation  of  inquirers  this  consulate  will  be  pleased  to 
receive  catalogues  and  the  names  of  American  manufacturers  of  daiiy 
products  and  machiney  used  in  making  condensed  milk 


Between  30  and  40  Cubans  have  been  transported  to  Cognac,  France, 
by  the  Verrerie  Boucher,  which  supplies  the  bulk  of  the  bottles  for 
the  Cognac  brandy  trade.  The  distance  from  their  native  isle,  it  is 
believed,  will  eliminate  the  question  of  frequent  desertions,  which 
proved  serious  when  Spaniards  were  hired  for  this  labor.  Consul  Ken- 
neth S.  Patton,  of  La  Kochelle,  reports.  The  factory  was  closed  from 
June  to  September,  1915,  for  lack  of  hands. 
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SFA9ISH  BUDaXT  FOS  1916. 

tConsnl  General  Cart  Bailey  Harst,  Barcelona,  Not.  13.1 

The  Minister  of  the  Spanish  Treasury  has  presented  to  the  Cortes 
the  budget  for  1916,  which  calls  for  expenditures  totaling 
752,854.    The  revenue  to  be  derived  from  all  sources,  calculated  on 

the  basis  of  hitherto  prevailing  normal  conditions,  amounts  to 
$253,166,052,  leaving  a  difference  of  $11,586,802.  To  care  for  this 
deficit  it  is  planned  to  increase  the  income  for  1916  by  $11,628,000 — 
$10,872,000  to  be  raised  by  direct  taxes  and  $750,000  through  indirect 
taxation.  The  budget  provides  for  an  increase  in  the  appropriations 
for  the  navy  department  of  over  $2,520,000. 

In  this  connection  legislation  is  proposed  establishing  a  general 
inheritance  tax  and  a  tax  on  the  increase  in  the  value  of  real  estate, 
modifying  the  tax  on  personal  property,  the  transportation  tax. 
modifying  and  amplify mg  the  resources  of  townships,  capitals  of 
Provinces,  and  similar  centers,  as  well  as  making  various  minor 
changes  affecting  the  revenue  of  the  country. 


AUEBIGAN  CONSUIAR  OmCEES  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  Sta^s  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Name. 

Post. 

Fxpira- 

UOD  of 

vamM. 

Addm. 

PeeV,  Willys  R  

Canada,  WUllam  W  

TstagtatLChbm  

Vera  Cruz,  Mexico  

Mararatbo,  Vmeniela. 
San  Luis  Polosl, 
Mexico. 

Jan.  31 
Jan.  31 

Feb.  I 
Feb.  17 
Feb.  13 

n«pBrtin«ntofBtate,Wa5ihtnKton,D.C. 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  DomeiUc  Coni> 

New  tork,  N.  Y. 
wlnchB'iWr,  Ind. 
153  Church  Slre^  Hoblla,  Ala. 
IBOS  NorA  Bmb  Stnet,  Santa  Ana,  OaL 

*  Consul  Wllbcrt  li.  Bonnt^y  will  visit  San  Pranrlsco.  Lok  Angeles,  and  San  Diego,  Cal. 
and  Sun  Antonio,  Tpx..  and  wUI  advUt;  the  Cti.Hm)>cr  uf  Commerce  In  each  ot  tta«w  cUIea  oi 
bis  arrival  and  address. 


AHEBICANS  LOSING  OFFOBTUNITIES  IH  SOUTH  AFBICA. 

[Vice  Consnl  John  W.  Dye,  Johann4?8lnirg,  Nov.  10.] 

The  American  consulate  at  Johannesburg  has  received  a  letter 
from  an  old  and  reliable  Johannesburg  firm  of  importers  which  illus- 
trates the  opinion  held  by  many  of  the  biggest  merchants  in  South 
Africa,    't  says  in  part: 

We  venture  to  suggest  tbat  onr  American  friends  are  losing  many  oppor- 
tunities of  extending  their  trade  io  Africa  through  the  want  of  a  definite  cam- 
paign for  canrassing  the  trade  of  this  country,  which  in  the  future,  owing  to 
the  great  economic  value  of  tlie  goM-mlnlng  Industry,  Is  sure  to  be  sound  and 
well  worth  the  effort  to  secure.  It  has  stnick  us  very  forcibly  ttiat  the  lack 
of  representatives  of  commercial  houses  or  of  other  definite  means  of  pnahlDg 
American  business  Is  resulting  In  many  sound  orders  being  diverted  to  JapUb 
which  is  largely  lacreasing  its  hold  upon  the  commeKe  ot  this  connti^. 
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DE0BEA8ED  COST  OF  COPFES  PBODUCHOK. 

[Vice  Consal  Irrinc  N.  Unndl.  Prince  Bopert,  British  Colnmbla,  Cnnadfl,  Dec.  13.1 

The  copper  smelter  of  the  Granb^  Consolidated  Mining,  Smelting 
&  Power  Co.  (Ltd.),  at  Anyox,  British  Columbia,  is  producing  blis- 
ter copper  much  more  cheuplj'  than  the  smelter  belonging  to  the  same 
company  at  Grand  Forks,  J3ritish  Columbia. 

The  report  of  the  company  for  the  quarter  ended  September  30, 
1915,  shows  the  cost  at  Anyox  as  7.939  cents  per  pound,  while  the 
cost  at  Grand  Forks  for  the  same  period  was  10.01  cents  per  pound. 
Adding  to  these  figures  the  cost  of  freight,  refining,  selling,  and 
general  eastern  expense,  brought  the  Anyox  figure  up  to  9.4  cents 
per  pound  and  the  Grand  Forks  figure  up  to  12.4  cents  per  pound. 

These  figures,  however,  are  the  net  cost  of  the  copper  after  deduct- 
ing the  precious  metal  credits,  which  amount  to  some  3.2  cents  per 
pound  of  smelted  product. 

It  is  expected  that  further  reductions  will  be  shown  in  the  cost  of 
pvduction  at  Anyox,  as  the  fourth  furnace  and  the  new  agglomerator 
just  installed  have  been  charged  to  expense  of  operation.  Further- 
more, the  agglomerator  is  expected  to  give  an  increased  recovery  of 
about  4  pounds  of  copper  per  ton  of  ore. 

HEW  PAPER  IHDUSTBY  IN  CORDOBA. 

[Coomil  Wilbur  T.  OrAcey.  Seville.  Spain,  Dec.  3.] 

A  large  factory  for  the  manufacture  of  papter  bags  has  recently 
been  started  at  the  town  of  Pueblo  Nuevo,  near  Cordoba,  in  the 
Seville  considar  district.  This  factory  is  being  built  and  the  ma- 
chinery installed  by  the  Sociedad  Minera  y  Metalurgica  de  Penar- 
roya.  It  is  stated  that  the  bags  are  of  wovea  paper  known  as  "  text!- 


Wall  paper  is  also  to  be  manufactured,  floor  mats  of  paper  fiber, 
stairway  carpets,  and  other  articles.  Another  product  for  which 
"textilosa  "  can  be  used  is  the  base  on  which  wax  matches  are  formed, 
substituting  the  paper  product  for  the  cotton  threads  now  used. 

Although  paper  thread  can  not  be  used  for  the  manufacture  of  fine 
textiles,  there  are  many  uses  to  which  it  lends  itself,  and  on  account 
of  the  low  price  of  the  goods  to  be  manufactured  this  new  Indus-, 
tiy,  it  is  bebeved,  will  reach  a  large  market. 

SWEDISH  ASSOCIATION  FORMED  FOR  EXPORT  OF  SHOES. 

[Consul  R.  M.  Bnsmtisen,  Goteborg,  Dec.  IS.J 

With  a  view  to  supplying  new  markets  that  have  become  avail- 
able as  a  result  of  the  war,  the  Swedish  Shoe  Manufacturere  Asso- 
ciation appointed  a  committee  to  formulate  plans  for  the  formation 
of  a  joint  association  of  Swedish  manufacturers  for  the  export  of 
shoes.  This  committee  strongly  recommends  the  organization  of  a 
joint  export  association,  and  it  has  been  decided  that  the  name  of 
such  association  shall  be  Svenska  Skofabrikernas  Exportaktiebolag. 

Another  meeting  has  been  called  to  meet  in  January  to  complete 
and  perfect  the  organization,  but  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  import- 
ing the  necessary  raw  materials,  no  immediate  export  worth  inen- 
ticHiing  is  contemplated,  but  immediate  steps  will  be  taken  to  put 
the  association  in  shape  to  be  in  active  operation  at  the  close  of 
the  war. 
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OEBUAK  HEHF  CVLTUKE  IN  1915. 


[Consul  Alfnnl  \V.  DonoKan,  Magdeburg,  Oct.  30.1 

Hemp  culture  in  Germany  proved  so  successful  in  1915  that  an 
increased  cultiA'ntion  of  the  plant  in  the  coming  years  is  to  be  ex- 
pected. The  long,  dry  spell  during  the  summer  seemed  to  have  a  less 
ilaniiigiiig  effect  on  the  hemp  than  on  other  crops.  Unusually  heavy 
yields  were  obtained  on  many  fields,  especially  on  the  marsh  soils. 
In  some  dii^tricts,  where  the  land  had  been  well  fertilized  and  special 
efforts  devoted  to  a  proper  cultivation  of  the  plant,  yields  of  50  to  60 
hundredweight  dry  hemp  stalks  per  hectare  resulted  (1  hectare=2.47 
ncres). 

Increased  Acreage  for  the  Coming  Year. 

The  majority  of  gro"wei*s  were  so  encouraged  by  this  year's  results 
that  they  intend  to  increase  next  year's  culture  as  far  as  possible. 
Should  the  newly  organized  hemp-culture  committee  of  the  "Ver- 
band  Ueutscher  Hemp  Industrieller  "  (Association  of  Grerman  Hemp 
Industrialists)  succeed  in  obtaining  the  necessary  seed  it  is  thought 
that  at  least  4,000  hectares  (9.884  acres)  will  be  planted  in  1916, 
whereas  tlie  itcreage  in  1915  totaled  only  about  415  hectares  (1,025 
ncres). 

Although  thus  far  the  retting  problem  has  not  been  solved  satis- 
factorily, an  investigation  and  careful  study  of  conditions  and  ret- 
ting metliods  in  Hungary  has  been  made  recently,  and  it  is  thought 
that  tbis  phase  of  the  question  will  also  be  settled  successfully  in 
Germany.  Several  retteries  will  probably  be  established  to  han^e 
the  1910  crop. 

Imports  and  Exports  of  Hemp,  etc. 

Before  tbe  war  hemp  was  chiefly  an  import  article.   Only  small 

Quantities  were  produced  in  (Jermany  and  but  little  exported.  The 
oUowing  table  shows  the  (Jerman  imports  and  exports  of  hemp,, 
hemp  tow,  etc.,  for  1913,  the  lai-t  peace  year; 


SEur. 

Importi. 

nassio  

lialy  

Austritt-Hunfra'y  

Otber  countries  

Total  Imports  

EiparU. 

Oreat  Britain  

France  

Deiima'k  

Otber  coimtries  

Total  exports  

nSUP,  TOT,  OBCODIIXA. 

Imparta. 

Russia  

Austria-Uungary  

Italy  


Metric 
tons. 


Value 


27.SG2  (4  219,284 
Ifl.SW  I  3,324.140 
3.723  I     OrO  fu^ 
1.321  230.)iCO 


48,651 


2,632 

<m 

S47 
3.S2a 


8,464.640 


400.31(1 

lf(),,wSS 


7. '03  !  1.410,100 


HBHP,  TOW.  OR  CODILI.A— 

continued, 
/mportj— Contluued, 

Other  countries  

Total  imports  

Total  exports  

R.\UIE,  UANILA,  SISAL,  nmiAH. 
NEW  ZEALAND  KEUP,  £IC. 

Import  t. 

D-lHsh  EaU  Indies  

Philippine  Islands  

(Jcman  East  Afi  ica  

China   

New  Zealand  

Dutch  East  Indies  

Other  countries  

Total  imports  

Total  exports  


Metric 
tons. 


333 


Vdue. 


147,600 


15.999  1  2. 130.  ICO 


1,530 


8.01.*! 
4.003 
2,019 
2.3S5 

\,m 
m 

3,  IMS 


20,04} 


4,777 


205.870 


S69.534 
673. 153 
451,962 
527. 4QS 
311,820 
Wl,470 

aoi.aos 


3,768.654 


610,333 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMBBCB  BEPOB^ES. 


155 


shesiav  nnnrsTBiAL  BmBEirss. 

[ConsDl  Hanr  G.  Beltier,  Brevlau.  Oermuijr.  Not.  24.] 

The  Carlshiitte  A.  G.  for  Cast-iron  and  Machine  Construction, 
Altwasser,  Silesia,  in  their  general  assembly  on  November  23  in 
Breslau,  declared  a  dividend  of  7  per  cent,  payable  immediately.  The 
director  of  the  plant  declared  that,  although  only  two-thirds  of  the 
regular  workers  were  employed  during  the  year,  there  were  at  the 
time  sufficient  orders  booked  to  keep  the  plant  running  full  time  for 
the  whole  of  1916. 

Profits  of  Oder  ITaviKation  Co. — Fosen  Brewery  Profits. 

The  activities  of  the  Silesian  Steamboat  Co.  A.  G.  of  Breslau  were 
productive  of  satisfactory  profits  until  the  end  of  September.  The 
first  flood  of  the  Oder  Valley  in  August  failed  to  do  any  considerable 
damage  to  navigation,  but  the  second  flood  in  October  was  destruc- 
tive. It  is  now  doubtful  whether  the  gross  profits  for  the  year  end- 
ing December  31  will  be  sufficient  to  insure  a  dividend.  The  regular 
annual  amortisation  ($58,732  last  year)  has  again  been  safely  earned 
this  year.  The  dividends  of  this  company  increased  from  7  per  cent 
in  1912  to  7^  per  cent  in  1913,  but  dropped  to  2  per  cent  in  1914. 

According  to  a  preliminary  report  of  the  managing  directors,  the 
Bierbrauerei  A.  G.  (formerly  Georuder  Hugger)  in  Posen,  after  an 
nnnsuaUj  heavy  amortisation,  will  again  propose  an     per  cent  divi- 
dend at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  b^rd. 
SHesIan  Snsrar-Factory  Profits. 

The  A.  G.  Zuckerfabrik,  Haynau,  in  rendering  its  report  for  the 
year  ended  July  31,  1915,  announces  that  its  dividend  of  7  per  cent 
IS  payable  immediately  at  the  Dresdener  Bank,  Breslau.  The  net 
profits  for  the  year,  amounting  to  $26,905,  were  divided  as  follows: 
To  the  Reserve  Fund  I,  $1,428;  Reserve  Fund  II,  $7,519;  to  officials 
and  employees*  support,  $714;  statutory  corporation  tax,  $2,370; 
7  per  cent  dividend,  $9,996;  bonus  to  officials,  $714;  and  balance  car- 
ried forward  to  new  account,  $4,163. 

FOKU  OP  aUOIATIONS  KEESED  IN  FOBEION  TRADE. 

[Vice  Connil  Bamlltoa  C.  Clalbomc.  Swansea,  Wales,  Nov.  30.] 

Few  merchants  are  pleased  with  foreign-trade  quotaticMis  which 
oblige  them  to  consult  a  banker,  railroad  and  steamship  companies, 
and  a  table  of  metric  measurements  before  knowing  the  ultimate 
cost  per  unit  delivered.  The  ready  response  by  Swansea  merchants 
to  the  firms  which  devote  some  attention  to  the  requirements  is  in 
itself  a  justification  of  the  methods  of  careful  exporters  who  are 
willing  to  study  the  trade  conditions  of  foreign  markets  as  well  as 
the  requirements  of  their  foreign  customers. 

In  addition  to  intrinsic  merit  and  low  prices  a  material  advantage 
is  gained  over  competitors  by  approaching  a  prospective  buyer  m 
the  terms  of  his  own  trade.  Goods  recommend  themselves  as  well  as 
their  seller  when  quoted  to  the  customer  in  his  own  currency  and 
measurements  at  a  price  which  covers  all  charges,  duties,  freight,  in- 
surance, and  packing,  so  that  the  buyer  can  see  at  a  glance  the  ulti- 
mate cost  and  be  prepared  to  resell  his  consignment  at  a  definite  profit 
even  prior  to  its  arrival. 

The  attention  of  American  exporters  who  seek  trade  here  is  called 
to  these  facts. 
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USE  OF  HTDBATEB  LIHE  IN  PKTT.TTPIITE  SUOAK  HULS. 

[J.  F,  Boomor,  correspondent,  Miinila,  Nov.  24.] 

The  establishment  of  sugar  centrals  in  the  Philippines  has  stimu- 
lated interest  in  tlie  industry  of  supplying  hydrated  lime  for  use  in 
the  refining  processes.   Inquiries  have  been  i-eceived  concerning  the 

feasibility  of  importing  liydrated  lime  from  the  United  States,  and 
requests  made  for  data  as  to  the  sources  from  which  the  lime  is  now 
obtained. 

Tlie  local  lime  industry  is  still  in  embryo,  although  there  are  abun- 
dant deposits  of  limestone,  as  well  as  excellent  marble  deposits  such 
as  those  of  the  Romblon  fields.  Up  to  a  few  years  ago  all  the  lime 
produced  here  was  made  by  Chinese  bumei-s,  who  gathered  sea  shells 
from  deposits  along  the  shore,  heavily  loaded  witli  sand,  and  burned 
them  in  crude  kilns,  producing  a  lime  about  30  per  cent  pure.  This 
■was  used  for  building  purposes  and  was  not  very  valuable. 

The  lime  used  for  ivfining  sugar  has  been  and  now  is  imjjorted 
largely  from  Japan.  This  Japanese  lime  is  shipped  to  the  Visayan 
sugar  I'egions  in  kerosene  cans,  and  sells  for  about  $ii7  per  short  ton. 
In  some  places  an  attempt  has  been  made,  by  sugar  men  themselves, 
to  produce  lime  locally.  At  the  Koxas  hacienda  in  Batangas,  a  few 
years  ago,  an  attempt  was  made  to  produce  refining  lime  from  lime* 
stone  deposits  in  the  neighborhoofl,  but  tlie  burning  process  was 
cnide  and  the  product  mixed  witli  aslies. 

One  Plantation  Now  Froducinsr  Its  Own  Lime. 

The  Bureau  of  Science  undertook  to  demonstrate  that  good  lime 
could  be  produced  from  local  limestone  deposits,  and  to  that  end 
built  a  modem  kibi.  burning  lime  from  pure  stone.  Local  sugar  men 
were  induced  to  try  the  lime  in  refining  sugar,  and  it  was  found  to 
work  very  satisfactorily.  From  these  experiments  of  the  Bureau  of 
Science  considerable  interest  lias  been  created,  and  several  projects 
have  been  staitcd  for  the  production  of  lime  locally,  but  none  of 
these  has  been  developed.  Some  time  ago  the  lime  expert  of  the 
Bureau  of  Science  i-esigned  from  the  service  and  attached  himself 
to  the  Roxas  plantation,  where  he  has  constructed  a  modern  kiln, 
operated  along  scientific  lines.  As  a  result  the  plantation  now  pro- 
duces its  own  Time  and  supplies  lime  to  several  smaller  plantations. 

Tlie  Calamba  Sugar  restates  Co.,  which  operates  a  large  modern 
central  mill,  has  imported  its  hydrated  lime  from  Honolulu.  So 
far  as  Iccal  manufacture  is  concerned,  it  would  probably  be  possible 
for  American  manufacturers  to  supply  lime  to  the  modern  sugar 
mills  at  a  profit  as  fast  as  they  are  established;  but  the  competition 
from  Japan  would  probably  be  an  important  item,  for  the  Japanese 
makers  would  probably  reduce  prices  to  meet  American  competition, 
and  might  do  so  successfully,  in  view  of  the  shorter  haul. 

Method  Suggested  for  Extending  American  Trade. 

It  is  suggested  to  American  manufacturere  or  jobbers  who  are  in- 
terested in  the  Philippine  field  for  hydrated  lime,  that  a  representa- 
tive on  the  ground  could  probably  take  some  ordei-s  from  the  sugar 
men;  or  it  might  be  possible  to  have  the  product  handled  through 
Manila  importing  houses  by  corresponding  with  them. 

[The  names  ot  two  firms,  Imjwrters  of  allied  products,  may  be  obtained  by 
American  manufacturers  who  are  interested,  on  application  to  the  Bureau  ot 
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Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  offices.  Previous  dispatches 
relating  to  the  PhillppfDe  sugar  industry  were  published  In  GouiCEBCfi  Refobts 
lor  Apr.  14,  June  2,  June  28,  and  July  20.  1915.] 


PUBLIC  IHPBOYEHENTS  IN  ECUABOB. 

[Consal  General  Frederic  W.  Uodlng,  Guayaquil,  Nov.  18.] 

Manj  public  works  are  in  progress  in  Ecuador  or  are  to  be  begun 
soon,  the  necessary  laws  having  already  been  enacted  by  Congress. 
Among  the  projects  already  under  way  is  the  electric-liglit  plant  at 
Cuenca.  Some  years  ago  the  municipality  of  Cuenca  was  authorized 
to  install  the  ^lant,  and  provision  was  made  to  finance  the  work.  An 
American  engineer  was  called  as  city  electrician  and  placed  in  charge 
of  the  installation,  who  drew  up  the  plans  and  specifications.  The 

Slant  was  purchased  from  the  General  Electric  Co.,  of  Schenectady, 
Y.,  and  is  now  being  erected,  to  be  in  operation  in  1916. 
The  Daule  electric-fight  plant  also,  by  legislative  decree,  was  de- 
clared a  municipal  work,  the  funds  for  its  construction  being  a 
one  one-thousandth  tax  on  all  property  located  in  the  Canton  exceed- 
ing $482  in  value,  one  of  24  cents  on  every  1,000  oranges  exported 
from  the  Canton,  and  the  ordinary  municipal  tax  which  later  will  be 
used  for  maintenance  purposes.  A  loan  is  authorized,  to  be  guaran- 
teed by  the  receipts  mentioned. 

To  provide  funds  for  the  Tulcan  electric  light  and  waterworks,, 
likewise  a  municipal  project,  Congress  allotted  $1,446  from  the  ^n- 
eral  estiniates  and  imposed  a  tax  of  one  one- thousandth  on  the  imim- 
proved  land  in  the  Province  of  Carchi  and  a  similar  one  on  the  im- 
proved real  estate  in  the  city  of  Tulcan.  It  also  vested  the  city  witii 
authority  to  make  a  loan  ^aranteed  by  the  taxes  named.  The 
electric-li£^t  system  is  to  be  installed  first,  and  then  tibie  waterworks. 
Sereli^iitent  of  Waterways^Sanitary  Works. 

The  Minister  for  Public  Works  has  been  authorized  to  construct, 
either  by  contract  or  go vernmen tally,  worlts  to  prevent  the  overflow 
of  the  Jubones  River,  after  the  necessary  technical  studies  have  been 
made.  To  finance  the  project  a  tax  of  38.5  cents  per  100  pounds  is 
imposed  on  the  production  of  cacao  in  the  Province  of  El  Oro  and 
one  of  29  cents  on  each  94.8  i)ounds  exported  from  that  Province. 
The  Association  of  Agriculturists  will  advance  the  necessary  funds 
and  reimburse  itself  from  the  taxes  collected,  the  financing  of  the 
proposition  having  been  placed  with  that  organization.  This  work 
is  greatly  needed  to  prevent  the  disastrous  inundations  frequently 
occurring  in  the  vicinity,  which  cause  much  damage  to  crops. 

To  increase  the  depth  of  the  Baba  River,  as  well  as  that  of  other 
streams,  and  to  complete  other  works  of  public  utility,  the  munici- 
pality of  Baba  has  been  authorized  to  impose  a  tax  of  one  one-thou- 
sandth on  the  unimproved  land  in  the  Canton  and  to  negotiate  a  loan 
for  tlie  sum  re<]uii*ed  for  the  works,  the  loan  to  be  guaranteed  by  the 
proceeds  of  the  above-mentioned  tax.  This  forms  part  of  a  general 
plan  designed  to  increase  the  number  of  navigable  streams  in  the  in- 
terior, a  few  of  which  have  been  deepened  to  accommodjite  river  craft, 
A  legislative  decree  recently  provided  for  a  waterworks  and  sewer- 
age system  for  the  city  of  Cayambe  by  diverting  to  this  project  a  tax 
of  one  one- thousandth  formerly  imposed  for  the  construction  of 
certain  roads.  The  works  will  be  under  the  direction  of  the  Ministexs 
of  Public  Works  and  of  the  Treasury. 
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AOBICULTUEAL  DEVELOFXENT  IH  ITEW  ZEALAHD. 

[i'onxul  (ieueral  Alfred  A.  WlnBlow,  Auckland,  Nov.  23.J 

The  New  Zealand  (Jovernment  has  done  and  is  doing  much  to  de- 
velop the  afrricultural  and  pastoral  resources  of  this  dominion,  and 
with  marked  success.  Tlie  Department  of  Agriculture  has  a  staff 
of  able  specialiHts  who  are  active  and  alert,  and  the  industry  seems  to 
he  developing  very  rapidly  and  satiyfactorily.  Agricultural  and 
pastoral  products  furnisli  practically  all  of  the  exports,  wliich  in  the 
year  ending  with  September  30,  lyia,  amounted  to  $145,851,803. 

LiTe-Stock  Interests. 

The  handling  of  diseases  among  live  stock  has  been  so  successful 
that  the  country  at  this  time  is  entirely  fi'ee  from  foot-and-mouth 
disease,  glanders,  anthrax,  tick  fever,  and  scab,  and  much  has  been 
<ione  to  reduce  tiibercidosis.  "When  it  becomes  necessary  to  slaughter 
diseased  stock  in  the  interest  of  the  public  the  owner  is  paid  one-half 
of  the.  value  of  the  animal.  Meat  for  local  consumption  and  export 
is  inspectetl.  Also  much  has  been  done  to  improve  the  breeds,  both 
for  beef  and  dairy  purposes. 

Experts  have  been  employed  to  consult  and  advise  with  the  dairy 
interests  to  great  advantage.  They  inspect  sites  for  manufacturing 
depots,  furnish  plans,  give  instruction  in  most  improved  methods, 
and  grade  the  output  before  exportation.  They  have  also  done  much 
to  improve  the  dairy  hertls  of  the  counti^  by  fonning  cooperative 
societies  for  testing  m  the  chief  dairy  centei-s  and  in  pei-suaaing  the 
herd-book  societies  to  establish  an  official  register  for  merit.  The 
Goveminent  service  has  also  been  instrumental  in  the  production  of 
butter  from  cheese-factory  whey,  and  with  good  results. 

Farming  Interests. 

Six  exiiei'i mental  farms  have  been  established  in  diffei-ent  pnits  of 
the  country,  tliree  of  which  are  largely  devoted  to  fruit  testing.  Soil 
tests  are  made,  and  the  advantage  of  growing  lucerne  (alfalfa)  and 
gi-een  manuring  are  demonstrated,  as  well  as  by  repeated  tests  to  de- 
termine the  best  plants  for  ceHain  districts  and  soils.  Plant-breeding 
work  is  in  active  progress  on  two  farms,  and  at  three  farms  young 


Special  agri- 
culturalists are  laying  out  and  sui)er\  i.sing  trial  crops  on  many  pri- 
vate farms  in  different  parts  of  tlie  country — about  000  farmers  having 
cooperated  with  the  (iovernment  last  year.  These  exj)erts  are  also 
expected  to  C(mtrol  the  rabbit  and  noxious-weed  posts.  The  testing 
of  agricultural  seeds  by  the  biologist  is  given  special  attention. 

The  Ponltiy  Industry— fiber  in  Comneree. 

Experts  are  employed  to  look  after  the  poultiy  industry,  and  two 
establishments  are  run  by  this  department  where  pui*e-bred  stock  is 
raised  and  eggs  sold  to  tlie  public  at  a  reasonable  price.  A  poultry 
instructor  is  employed  to  give  lectures  and  demonstrations  in  modem 
methods  of  poultry  keeping. 

The  fiber  (the  Phormium  Tenax  plant)  industry  is  fostered  by 
means  of  instructors  and  the  grading  of  all  fiber  for  exportation  is 
supervised  by  experts.  The  Government  has  I'ecently  offered  a  bonus 
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of  $58^98  for  an  improved  system  of  treating  the  fiber  for  commerdal 
purposes,  and  the  outlook  seems  promising  for  this  industry  in  many 
parts  of  the  country. 

AHEBICAN  CEHENi;  IN  THE  GANAAY  ISLAITBS. 

IComnl  Oeorge  K.  Stiles.  Trnerlffe.  Nov.  26.] 

With  the  city  of  Las  Palmas,  Grand  Canary,  constructing  a  new 
cement  reservoir,  and  the  municipality  of  Santa  Cruz  de  Teneriffe 
creating  an  ambitious  series  of  water  tunnels  and  aqueducts,  the 
cement  market  in  the  Canary  Islands  broadened  and  strengthened  in 
1915  despite  the  much  increased  cost  of  the  article. 

While  tight  money  conditions  have  prevented  the  projection  of 
any  new  construction  work  of  importance  since  the  outbreak  of  the 
war,  private  irrigation  work  and  farm  construction  have  been  going 
on,  although  at  a  reduced  ratio.  Even  with  extraordinary  war 
freights  restraining  every  line  of  Canary  activity,  the  imports  of 
cement  in  1915  have  shown  little  variation.  On  the  other  hand, 
prices  now  are  far  higher  than  quotations  of  12  months  back. 

While  American  cement  producers  have  made  a  certain  effort  to 
enter  this  market,  the  attempts  have  been  sporadic  and  not  properly 
followed  up.  In  at  least  one  instance  of  actual  delivery  here  the  rate 
of  freight  charged  was  disastrous,  being  for  freight  alone  more  than 
twice  the  value  of  the  cement  at  New  York,  and  practically  equal  to 
the  selling  price  of  English  cement,  now  dominant  in  this  market. 
Oood  BnsiBess  to  Protect  Foreign  Cnstoner. 

It  may  not  be  the  legal  duty  of  the  American  shipper  to  protect 
hi3  foreign  customer  as  regards  such  freight  conditions,  but  it  is 
unquestionably  good  business.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that 
American  shippers  to  Canary  ports,  in  their  own  interests,  should 
endeavor  not  to  ship  merchandise  at  freight  prices  prohibitive  to 
buyers  at  this  end.  Somewhat  closer  attention  to  the  shipping  situ- 
ation is  needed  for  improved  business  relations.  American  firms, 
then,  are  advised  of  the  wisdom  of  having  some  understanding 
with  buyers  here  regarding  the  maximum  freight  rates  that  the 
cement  traffic  will  bear  before  shipping  to  Canary  ports.  However, 
a  start  has  been  made,  and  while  in  1914  no  cement  was  received 
from  the  United  States,  approximately  1G6  short  tons  had  reached 
this  market  by  October  15,  1915,  according  to  local  customs  figures. 

Present  prices  range  about  $4  per  barrel  of  180  kilos  gross,  equal- 
ing 396  pounds.  The  only  quoted  freight  rate  from  England  is  $12 
a  ton,  and  the  last  prices  quoted  locally  from  English  sources  were 
at  $3  the  barrel  f.  o.  b.  at  Liverpool.  Previous  to  the  war  the  price 
ranged  about  $2.32  per  barrel.  In  1914  total  imports  eqtialed  3,(^2 
metric  tons  of  2,204  pounds  each. 

[A  list  of  the  large  buyers  of  cement  In  tlie  Canary  Islands  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  aud  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices, 
liefer  to  file  No.  70629.1 

IKstriot  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Poreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Hew  Tork,  Eoom  408  XTnlted  States  Castomhonse;  Boston,  elghteentli  floor 
irnited  States  Gustombonse;  Chio^o,  604  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  402  Third 
Hatlonal  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020 
nibemla  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  306  TTnited  States  Citstomhoiise;  Seattle, 
922  Alaska  Building.  Cooperative  district  offices;  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
neree;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Oommeioe;. 
Detroit,  Board  of  Commeree;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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iliVliore  Hihtr«>nH<'H  nre  otnitted  they  may  be  obtained  from  the  BHrMm  or  itt  diatrlet 

C'vUnlmd,  No.  39798. — An  Amprlcon  consular  officn*  In  Spain  r^rts  that  n  man 
in  hl8  dlKtrlct  ileRlres  to  coumuulaite  with  American  manufacturers  of 
slieet  cellulolfl. 

Machinery,  No.  19799. — A  commercial  organlzntlun  In  this  country  transmits  a 
letter  stating  that  n  nuin  in  <'uba  denlres  to  receive  cutaloRues,  in  Spunisli, 
with  prices  anil  Ulscounts  fur  exiwrtutlon,  of  ranclilncs  for  making  tiles 
and  mosaics  of  cement  and  Hand. 

Toothhrmhcit.  No.  19800.— A  Arm  in  Canada  writes  tluit  it  desires  to  communi- 
cate wltli  dealers  or  manufacturers  of  toothbruKhes. 

Rardicare,  sinulnrit,  general  merehatidiHe,  etc..  No.  19801. — The  Bureau  Is  In- 
fornieti  Ity  an  Anierioan  consular  oflicer  in  India  that  a  tlrm  In  his  district 
desires  to  he  phu-od  In  touch  with  American  dealers  In  hardware,  sundries, 
and  general  merchandise,  etc. 

Wearing  upparel,  etc..  No.  10802. — An  American  consular  officer  In  South  Afrlwi 
reports  timt  a  man  in  ills  dlstri»;t  desires  to  ohtain  agencies  of  American 
manufacturers  of  lisle  and  sillc  hosiery  for  women  and  children;  corsetn, 
and  serge  and  tweed  skirts  for  women ;  ileeced  and  plain  cotton  under- 
clothing for  women  and  children;  hoots  and  shoes  for  women  and  children; 
cotton  prints  In  dark  and  light  grounds;  and  white  and  colored  cotton 
blankets.  Oorresiwndcnce  should  be  In  English. 

Sulphate  of  copper.  No,  19803. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Greece  reportu 
that  n  man  In  his  district  desires  to  pla(?e  an  order  immediately  for  500 
casks,  of  560  pounds  each,  of  sulphate  of  copjter,  98  to  09  per  cent  pure. 
If  arranj^iemeiitK  can  be  made  for  prompt  shipment,  the  mnn  will 
cretlit  with  a  New  York  bank  for  payment  against  documents.  Gable  quo- 
tations nre  deslretl  c.  i.  f.  destination.  Including  war-risk  insurance.  Cable 
may  he  sent  In  care  of  the  American  consul. 

Feed  atutff,  potatoCH,  fish,  grain,  etc.,  No.  19804. — The  Department  of  O'ommeive 
is  In  nM'cipt  of  a  letter  from  a  commission  merchant  In  Cuba  who  deslrps 
to  receive  the  nnnies  an(l  addresses  of  eximrters  of  fee<l  stuffs,  jwtatoft*, 
preserves,  dried  llsli,  sraln,  and  beans.  He  also  desires  to  receive  publica- 
tions relative  to  these  various  proilucts. 

Uachiiiery,  No.  lOSOa. — An  American  <*onsular  officer  in  Spain  writes  that  a 
Arm  of  manufacturers  In  his  district  Is  desirous  of  purchasing  machlnefi 
for  the  manufnc>tnrc  of  metal  slioe-button  fasteners.  Tim  machines  sliouJd 
have  a  capacity  for  turning  out  large  quantities.  Correspondence  should 
be  In  Spanish. 

Ttctst  dritl»  and  flics,  No.  19806. — An  Inquiry  has  been  received  from  a  Ann  In 
Norway  which  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  samples,  and  export  quota- 
tions, wltli  terms,  etc.,  from  .Ainerivan  innmifacturers  of  twist  drills  for 
high  spee<l  from  3  Inch  up  to  li  inches,  and  Hies. 

Canva»,  No.  10807. — The  Itoreau  ha.';  received  a  letter  from  a  man  In  Spain  wlio 
desires  ipiolatlons  f.  o.  b.  New  York,  or  prefernhly  c.  1.  f.  Barcelona,  from 
American  iiianut'acturers  of  cjuivas  nsfd  in  makimr  sIkh's.  \  s:unp!e  of  the 
canvas  may  l>e  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Us  district  offices.  <Kcfw  to 
file  No.  8.").) 

Aulomohiies.  aiilnmnlir  viticJiinr-x,  drugs,  sanitiiry  rubber  goods,  etc..  No. 
19Sn8. — .All  American  riHisnlnr  ollicer  in  SwUzerland  reports  that  a  man  in 
Ids  district  di'slrc'*  tn  secuii>  agencies  fi'om  .American  manufacturers  of 
automobil(>s,  autonmtic  machines  of  any  kind,  drug  »(pe<'ialtlcs.  sanitary 
rubber  gomls.  m>veltles,  etc,  lie  will  furnish  references  on  request. 

Glassware,  etc..  No.  19800. — ^TIip  Bureau  is  Informed  by  an  American  consular 
oflicer  In  India  that  a  Arm  In  hi**  district  desires  to  conunnnU-ate  with 
American  manufacturers  of  glossn'are,  as  well  as  general  Impoi't  and  export 
lii;mK. 

To}iR,  enameled  icare,  ami  harduare,  No.  lltSlO. — X  rt'imrt  lias  been  receivetl 
from  an  American  coimular  oflicer  in  Venezuela  stating  tliat  a  commission 
agent  In  that  country  wouhl  like  to  reprewmt  American  manufacturers  or 
exporters  «f  toys,  eiiaineliHi  ware,  and  Imrdware,  (?orre»;pondence  may  Ijc 
in  English  or  Simulsli. 
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TREE  ADMISSION  OF  CATTLE  IN  SPAIN. 

(Cablegram  from  consul  general,  Barccloaa,  Jan.  4.] 

Cnttle,  horses,  mules,  hogs,  donkeys,  sheep,  and  goats  are  now  ex- 
empt from  import  duty  in  Spain,  according  to  a  royal  order  of  Janu- 
ary 2,  1916.  [A  list  of  other  products  temporarily  exempted  from 
duty  in  Spain  by  loyal  order  ot  Jan.  1, 1910,  appeai'ed  in  Couksrce 
Kefobts  for  yesterday.] 

AVAILABLE  LOaWOOB  SUPPLIES. 

In  response  to  telegraphic  iaquu*ies  as  to  the  available  supply  of 
logwood,  the  following  cablegrams  liave  been  i-eceived  from  American 
consular  officers : 

Progreso,  Mexico:  Logwood  production  In  tbia  vicinity  Is  Bmall  and  all  pro- 
ducers advise  prospective  production  engaged. 

Cape  Haltien.  Haiti :  1,500  tons  available  wltb  dally  entrance  of  20  tons.  Both 
Interior  and  foreign  transportation  are  difficult  The  only  sbtppers  at  present 
are  J.  Sanchez  Martinez  and  Leon  Durnnd. 

Port  au  Prince,  Haiti :  I.  J.  BIrIo,  available  in  15  days,  250  tons  logs,  125  tons 
rootR;  V.  B«uzt,  available  in  15  days,  100  tons  logs  and  200  tons  roots.  R.  J.. 
Gordon  can  also  farnlsh.  Other  dealers  luive  contracts  up  to  March. 


WAB  SEDtrCES  EXPORTS  OP  SPANISH  OLIVES. 

[Consul  (Jencnil  Cnrl  Rnllcy  IlurHt,  narcelon.i,  I>ec.  4.] 

Spain's  exports  of  green  olives  and  olives  in  brine  during  1914 
amounted  to  15,574  metric  tons,  of  2,204  pounds  eacli,  the  total  value 
of  which  was  $2,102,329.  The  United  States  ranks  first  among  pur- 
chasers, 10,692  metric  tons  having  been  shipped  to  American  ports, 
while  Argentina  stands  second,  with  importations  aggregating  1,414 
tons. 

During  the  first  nine  months  of  1914  there  were  13,074  metric  tons 
of  olives  exported  from  Spain  to  all  countries,  whereas  during  the 
corresponding  period  of  1915  only  6,869  metric  tons  were  sent  abroad, 
chiefly  because  of  abnormal  transportation  conditions.  Hitherto 
France,  Germany^  Belgium,  and  Great  Britain  have  been  hicrative 
nuurkets  for  Spanish  olives. 
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SPAIN'S  EXPORTS  OF  OUVB  OH. 

[Contful  Geoeral  Carl  Ballex  Harst,  BarceloiULl 

Spain  is  credited  with  producing  more  than  three-quarters  of  the 
world's  supply  of  olive  oil.  On\j  in  recent  years,  however,  have  all 
local  olive  growers  devoted  special  attention  to  its  elaboration  by 
modem  methods  and  to  the  direct  expoi'tation  of  refined  oil  to  con- 
sumers. Owing  to  this  circumstance  Spanish  oil  is  not  so  well  known 
and  does  not,  perhaps,  occupy  the  place  in  foreign  markets  that  its 
quality  and  abundance  entitle  it. 

According  to  the  Spanish  customs  statistics,  the  metric  ton  of 
olive  oil,  of  2,204.6  pounds,  is  valued  at  1,000  pesetas  ($180),  which, 
it  may  be  stated,  is  a  minimum  valuation. 
DevtUiatloii  of  Exports. 

The  following  table  shows  that  $8,065,980  worth  of  Spanish  olive 
oil  was  exported  during  1914: 


DastbifttlQiL 


Italy  

Frana  

Annntbu  

Cum  

Englaod  

United  States... 
Canary  Islands. 

OlbraUar  

PwtigU  

HorooBO ........ 


Uetrio 
tons. 


11,773 
7,630 
6,510 
S,1S5 

2.mn 

1.230 
1,023 
881 
851 


DestlnatkiiL 


Norway  

Umnay.  

BelKhnn  

Brasil   

iSo  oeco.  -+  +. 

Holland  

Denmark  

Chile  

PhlllpphiB  Islands. 


Ue'rlo 
tons. 


m 
m 

473 
824 
308 
299 
228 
187 
186 


Dtstlnatlon. 


Alfjerfa  

Po-io  Bioo  

AndoTft  

Auslrla-Bungary . . . 

Oemany  

Finland  

All  oUw  countrias. 


Total. 


Hetrio 
(oas. 


IBB 
lU 
133 
US 
US 

ns 


44,8U 


The  large  quantities  of  Spanish  olive  oil  exported  to  France  and 
Italy  are  destined  in  part  to  reexportation,  and  a  greater  effort  is 
now  being  made  by  Spanish  olive-oil  merchants  not  only  to  ^ip  direct 
to  consumers,  but  to  sell  Spanish-grown  oil  under  its  own  name  and 
on  its  own  merits.  Spain  is  not  an  importer  of  olive  oil,  only  24  metric 
tons  having  entered  the  country  during  1914,  of  which  14  metric  tons 
were  reentered,  so  that  its  exports  of  olive  oil  may  be  regarded  as  ex- 
clusively a  home  product,  while  those  of  Italy  and  France  are  ang' 
mented  by  oil  of  Spanish  origin. 

SILVEB  COINAaE  LAW  IN  PEEU. 

On  December  14  the  President  of  Peru  promulgated  the  silver- 
coinage  bill  which  had  passed  both  Houses  of  Congress  at  the  first 
extra  session.  The  chiei  provisions  of  the  new  law,  as  published  in 
a  recent  number  of  the  West  Coast  T^eader,  are  as  follows:  Silver  la 
to  be  coined  at  the  rate  of  200,000  soles  ($97,330)  monthly,  in  pieces 
of  one  sol  ($0,486),  one-half,  one-fifth,  one-tenth,  and  one-twentieth 
sol ;  silver  will  be  coined  temporarily  for  private  parties  at  a  fee  only 
sufficient  to  cover  the  co^^t  of  coinage,  the  parties  availing  themselves 
of  this  privilege  being  required  to  deliver  50  per  cent  of  their  newly 
coined  silver  to  the  national  treasury  in  exchange  for  bank  notes;  the 
silver  deposits  in  banks  in  Lima  and  Callao  are  to  be  reduced  to  3 
per  cent  of  the  fiduciary  currency  on  handj  the  surplus  silver  to  be 
exchanged  for  bank  notes;  speculation  in  silver  is  prohibited  under 
penalty  to  both  parties  involved  in  such  speculation;  the  circulation 
of  private  currency  or  "  vales"  in  place  of  silver  is  prohibited,  and 
a  period  of  90  days  is  fixed  for  the  withdrawal  from  circulation  of 
the  private  currency  now  in  use.  The  purpose  of  the  new  law  is  to 
remedy  the  difficulties  created  by  the  scarcity  of  silver  currency. 
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UABEET  PBICES  OF  FOOD  PRODUCTS  DT  ITAIT. 

[Conaul  James  M.  Bowcock,  Leghorn,  Deo.  I.] 

Among  the  food  products  in  the  consular  district  of  Leghorn  the 
export  of  beans,  chestnut  flour,  macaroni,  and  rice  is  prohibited. 
Liquors  are  selling  at  $0.77  to  $1.35  per  bottle:  mnshroonis  for  $0.60 
to  $0.80  per  pound;  sardines  in  barrels,  of  132  pounds,  at  $10.40; 
fluid  tomato  sauce,  in  tins,  ^'3.85  to  $4.80  per  100  tins,  of  7  ounces 
each;  wine,  in  barrels,  $0.58  to  $1  per  gallon;  and  wine  in  flasks  at 
?30.85  to  $57.90  per  100  flasks,  of  about  2  quarts  each.  Prices  for 
candied  fruit  are  quoted  f.  o.  b.,  packing  included.  A  rebate  is 
allowed  on  the  sugar  used  in  the  nianufactui-e  of  candied  fruit. 
Value  of  Other  Articles  on  Market. 

The  following  table  sliows  the  price  of  the  principal  articles  of 
commerce  in  the  Leghorn  cousidar  district  December  1 : 


pounds. 


ArUoles. 


Valiwpo-103 

pounds. 


.Uaundc 

Bbritad  

trundled  , 

GoTgoaa  (in  barrels)— 

First  quality  

Epanisb  {&  ba-rcls) — 

Firal  quality  

Eecocd  gaulty  

Spanish  (in  tins)— 

Firat  quality  

Sseonaqiallty  

CXron.  candied  

iMUn,  easdfod  

OmgBped,  candied  

Bomanofnude  tRKU  sheep's 
ntUk)  


aB.ffitotS7.lO 
fi.2Sto  e.« 


14.00  lo  14.40 

lS.IOto  14.00 

U-SOto  11.80 

12.29  to  14.40 

U.35tO  12.25 

9.00  to  laoo 

r.OOtO  7.30 

7.3Sto  7.70 


31.30  to  22.75 


Cboese— Coatlniie  I, 

Uso  Romano        bt  Tui- 

Vso  ^im-koo  (mado  tcoai 
cow's  milk)  

Peco-Ino  Toicano.  

CliftrTio),  dry  sour  

Juniper  M.Tlei  

OUvei  In  brine.  

Olive  oil: 

Sublime  or  extra  

Superfiu  

Flue  

FlgiAmis,  shoUed  

Sardine},  ib  tlu  (In  oU)  

Sausages  

Tomaio  uuca.  In  barrels  (Orst 
quaUtyj  


S31.09tot2l.90 

20.10 
23.»to  33.85 
U.SSto  12.00 
3. 43  to  3.S0 

7. 00 to  law 

U.80to  2aio 
17.fiOto  ir.OD 
U.7Sto  IS.  CO 

ls.wto  I9.as 

4.33to  &70 
4LUto  82.20 

U.7& 


IHTRATE  PfiODUCnON  AND  EXFOBTS. 

[Consnl  Thomas  W.  Voetter,  Antofas«flla,  Chllo,  Dec.  II. J 

During  November,  1915,  the  production  of  nitrate  of  soda  in  north- 
em  Chile  amounted  to  6,201,165  Spanish  quintals  of  101.4  pounds 
each,  or  527,398,131  pounds,  compared  with  2,659,875  quintals  for  the 
same  month  in  1914,  and  4,885,869  quintals  in  1913.  The  exports  dur- 
ing November  were  3^310,108  quintals,  or  335,644,951  pounds.  It  was 
less  than  the  production  by  1,891,057  quintals,  or  191,753,180  pounds. 
The  exports  during  November,  1914,  were  1,916,432  quintals,  com- 
pared with  5,655,841  quintals  for  the  same  month  in  1913.  The  de- 
crease in  shipments  during  November,  1915,  is  attributed  to  the  luck 
of  vesiel  room  due  to  the  interruption  of  the  Pannina  Canal.  At  the 
end  of  the  month  vessels  that  had  made  the  circuit  around  South 
America  began  to  arrive  at  nitrate  ports,  and  it  is  probable  that  the 
record  of  shipments  for  the  snccieeding  months  will  apx^roach  more 
closely  the  production. 

A  new  compony,  "Cia  Salitrera,  *  Pedro  Perfetti,'"  with  offices  at 
Valparaiso,  has  been  formed  to  operate  several  oficinas  that  have  been 
idle  for  some  time.  It  has  a  capital  of  £700,000  ($3,406,550) .  It  will 
operate  the  following  oficinas : "  Flor  de  Chile  "  and  "  Tricolor  "  in  the 
Department  of  Taltal,  Province  of  Antofngasta,  and  "  Marouftsin," 
"Tres  Marias,"  and  "  California  "  in  the  Province  of  Tariipaca.  The 
combined  capacity  of  the  five  oficinas  is  about  200,000  Spanish  quin- 
tals per  month. 
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WOBID  SUOAB-CEOF  ESTIHATES. 

WiUett  &  Gray's  latest  estimate  of  the  1915-16  world  crop  of  cane 
and  beet  sugar  is  1,648,814  tons  below  that  ior  1914-15  and  2,099,224 
tons  less  than  in  1913-14.  All  of  this  loss  occurs  in  the  European 
beet-sugar  returns,  this  season's  estimated  output  of  cane  sugar  being 
260,529  tons  greater  than  last  season's  and  440,943  tons  ahead  of  the 
1913-14  yield. 

As  published  in  the  January  6  issue  of  their  Weekly  Statistical 
Sugar  Trade  Journal,  WiUett  &  Gray's  figures  for  1915-16  and  for 
the  two  preceding  campaigns  are,  in  tons  of  2,240  pounds: 


ComitrieB. 


»13-14 


1914-16 


■Cnltpa  Slates: 

Louisiana  

Texas  

PorW  Rico  

Hnwnliao  Islands  

Cnba  (crop)  

Btieish  Weiit  lodle;: 

Trintdod  (exports)  

Barbados  (exports)  

Jamaica  (wcports)  

Othoi-  , 

French  West  IndfeK 

Martinique  (exports)  

Guadeloupe  

Danish  West  Indies:  St.  Croix  (crop)  

S&nio  Domingo  (exports)  

Uexlco  (crop)  

Central  America  

SouUi  Amettcs: 

Peme:  ara  (exports)  

Su  ioain  (crop)  

Venezuela  

Peru  (exports)  

•  Argentina  (crop)  

Btasil  (crop)  

Total  in  America  

Asia: 

British  India  (crop  consumed  locallj) 

lava  (exports)  ,  

Formosa  and  Japan  (crops)  

Ptiillppine  Islands  (exports)  

Total  in  Asia  

Oceania: 

Australia  

Fiji  Islands  (exports)  

Total  in  Oceania  

Africa: 

Efiypt  (crop,  consumed  localtjr)  

Uaurit  ini  (crop)  

Reunion  (etpo'ts)  

Natal  (crop)  

Moianibique  (crop)  

Total  in  Africa  

Europe;  Spain  , 

Total  cane-sugar  crops  

Beet-sugar  crops: 

Europe  

United  Statai  

Canada  

Orand  total,  cane  and  beet  sugar 


Tont. 
281.337 

7,000 
32.5,000 
550.925 
,507, T3J 

47.2S1 
33.367 
15.5g3 
24,000 

38,730 
39.99) 
6.800 
105.778 
130,000 
22.000 

101.735 
14,000 
3.000 
176. «71 
280. 3U 
20B.3H 


Toiu. 
216.600 

z.m 

315.001 
677,186 
3,S02.eS7 

45,000 
30,000 
16,000 
24,000 

40.000 
40.000 
4,500 
108.267 
110  000 
22,000 

106.146 
12.000 
3.000 
17&  000 
330.001 
240.000 


4,983.433 


6,009,982 


2,291.600 
1,345.230 
204.000 
225.000 


3,381.300 
1,303,015 
362,000 
243.000 


4,065,730 


4,189.345 


256,000 
100,000 


240,000 
102.000 


335,000 


342,000 


69.368 
249.800 
35,782 
85.714 
34.000 


75,738 
277,164 
39,267 
91.619 
40.000 


474.664 
13.231 


623,7ii3 
7,876 


9,S02,0S7 

8,  ISO. 964 
665,298 
10.007 


10,072.471 

7,558,686 
641,367 
13,503 


18,738,338 


18,287, 9U 


The  foregoing  figures  include  local  consumption  of  home  production 
wherever  known. 
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Xnnqiieu  Beet-Svgar  Production. 

Willelt  &  Gray's  estimate  of  the  European  beet-sugar  production 
for  1915-16,  compared  with  their  estimate  of  the  1914—15  crop  and 
F.  0,  Lieht's  figures  of  the  actual  outturn  of  the  three  preceding  yeara, 
is  shown  in  the  following  table : 


CoufitriBS. 

1915-16 

191 415 

1913-14 

1912-13 

1911-13 

Gtnnanj  

Tons. 
1,720.000 
1,033  000 
150,000 
130.000 
2«l.000 

Tom. 
2,500.000 
1,602.315 
302.961 
203.GOS 
303.458 

Tmu. 
2.720.000 
l,703,OC0 

raj  COO 

231. coo 
230.000 

Tont. 
2. 732. 1S9 
1,919.»53 
B78.K3H 
3C0  2f3 
3i6,«33 

Tout. 
1,505.479 
1,154,606 
610,618 
346,230 
367.607 

HeSettaods  

Total,  oouTKitlon  conntiies  

famH....:.  

3.363.000 
l.fiM.«2 
663.650 

4,911.342 
1,967.336 
67S.008 

6,6ti9.O00 
1.687.799 
804,166 

6.248.066 

i.m.iu 

709.243 

3.GW,fi30 
2,0S8,t!35 
630.000 

Grand  total,  Eurt^  

5,511, 103 

7,556,686 

8,130,961  j  8,341,063 

6, 279, J6S 

ImCTiean  CoanunptloB  and  Imports. 

The  consumption  of  sugar  in  the  United  States  during  the  calen- 
dar year  1915  amounted  to  3,801,531  long  tons,  an  increase  of  1,082 
per  cent,  as  against  an  increase  of  0.473  per  cent  in  1914  and  of  3.890 
percent  average  yearly  increase  for  30  years.  The  average  price  for 
granulated  for  1915  was  5.559  cents,  and  for  centrifugals,  duty  paid, 
4.6^  cents,  a  difference  of  0.917  cent,  contrasted  with  the  preceding 
year's  difference  of  0.869  cent. 

There  were  no  importations  of  sugar  in  1915  at  any  ports  in  the 
United  States  except  New  York,  Boston,  Philadelphia,  New  Orleans, 
Galveston,  San  Francisco,  and  small  quantities  of  refined  through 
interior  customhouses.  Receipts  at  the  Atlantic  ports  in  1915  totaled 
2^6-2,686  tons  (chiefly  Cuban,  1,891,702  tons;  Porto  Rican,  250,541 
tons;  Philippine,  78,100  tons;  and  Hawaiian,  241,975  tons),  compared 
with  a  total  of  2,547,504  tons  in  1914,  2,303,004  tons  in  1913,  and 
2,174,026  tons  in  1912. 


BOBNHOLH  COAIrLOD  OWNEBS  HOLD  UP  TESTS. 

ICoQsul  Genera!  B.  D.  Wlnelow,  Copenbagen,  Denmark,  Dec.  11.1 

The  Danish  Ministry  of  Commerce  has  been  notified  by  the  authori- 
ties of  the  island  of  Bornholm  that  no  further  investigations  will 
be  made  or  further  prosecuted  to  determine  the  absolute  certainty  of 
the  existence  of  paying  coal  fields  on  the  island,  and  the  matter  will 
be  allowed  to  rest  for  the  present. 

As  a  result  of  investigations  already  made,  two  experts  expressed 
the  opinion  that  on  a  stretch  of  Boniholm's  west  coast,  south  of  a  vil- 
lage called  Hasle,  large  dejjosits  of  good  coal  existed  at  depths  that 
probably _ would  make  the  mining  of  it  profitable.  The  gi'ouiid,  how- 
ever, under  which  the  coal  deposit  lies  belongs  to  a  factory  with 
which  the  Government  has  been  unable  to  negotiate  satisfactorily 
regarding  a  sale  or  transfer  of  mining  rights.  As  a  consequence, 
the  $4,000  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government,  to  make  further 
borings,  will  not  be  used,  and  the  matter  will  rest  for  the  pi-esent. 
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MXHERAI  WATERS  IN  SOUTH  AKS  CEHTRAL  AMERICA. 

[From  Chicago  district  offlee,  Bnrean  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Oommerce.] 

Manufacturers  of  aerated  and  mineral  waters  who  are  contem- 
plating entering  the  South  American  market  will  find  an  excellent 
opportunity  to  introduce  their  goods  in  most  of  those  coimtries. 
Argentina,  Brazil,  Chile,  and  Peru  offer  the  best  opportunities.  In 
the  Argentine  water  is  located  a  few  yards  below  the  surface.  This, 
therefore,  must  be  filtered,  and  even  then  it  is  hardly  fit  for  use.  No 
artesian  wells  have  as  yet  been  dug.  Furthermore,  it  has  not  proved 
a  financial  success  to  manufacture  aerated  waters  in  the  Argentine 
owing  to  the  excessively  high  cost  of  the  necessary  materials.  For 
instance,  the  water  must  be  obtained  from  the  moimtains.  The  im- 
ports of  bottles  necessary  to  distribute  this  water  throughout  the 
Argentine  must  come  from  Europe  or  the  United  States,  and  this  is 
an  additional  cost.  By  the  time  the  water  has  been  prepared  and 
bottled  and  shipped  to  the  cities  it  must  be  sold  for  a  price  which  is 
much  in  excess  of  th%  price  at  which  imported  waters  can  be  sold. 

Almost  all  of  the  larger  office  buildings  in  the  cities  are  equipped 
with  filters,  but  there  would  be  an  excellent  opportunity  to  introduce 
a  service  bv  which  offices  and  business  houses  could  be  supplied  with 
large  bottles  of  water,  as  in  the  larger  cities  of  this  countiy. 
Aerated  and  mineral  waters  are  retailed  in  restaurants  and  refresh- 
ment stands  at  an  average  price  of  80  cents  Argentine  ($0.30  U.  S. 
gold)  per  one-half  liter  ($0,568  per  quart).  Giesliubler,  Carlsbad, 
Seltzer  water,  Apollinaris,  and  Beltz  waters  are  imported  from 
Germany  and  Austria.  About  5,000,000  liters  (1,320,850  gallons) 
of  Apollinaris  are  sold  yearly.  Beltz  is  supplied  by  a  local  factory 
in  Kio  de  Janeiro,  which  turns  out  about  5,000,000  bottles  yearly. 
This  water  is  sold  mainly  in  Chile  and  in  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo. 
Oieshubler  is  a  very  popular  water,  and  sells  for  $1.50  Argentine 
money  per  three-fourths  liter  ($0.71  per  quart).  The  most  popular 
French  waters  are  Vichy- Celestins,  Larband,  St.  Youre,  Vittel,  while 
Nocera  umbra,  San  Pelegrino,  and  Aqua  Braca  are  imported  from 
Italy. 

Utnrnay  Hu  Exeelleat  Wells, 

A  firm  interested  in  mineral  waters  contemplating  entering  South 
American  markets  should  not  consider  Uruguay.  There  are  excel- 
lent wells  situated  near  good  transportation  facilities  which  supply 
the  cities  of  Uruguay  with  all  the  water  that  is  consumed.  In 
Chile,  Ponimavida  and  Jahal  are  the  best  sellers.  The  former  claims 
medicinal  properties,  while  the  latter  is  known  for  its  purity. 

Ice  cream  soda  is  unknown  in  Argentina.  However,  ice  cream  is 
known  and  widely  sold  throughout  that  country.  It  is  the  favorite  re- 
freshment of  Argentina,  as  in  the  United  States.  Ice  cream  soda 
could  be  made  a  great  success  if  it  were  introduced  properly.  A  half 
dozen  or  so  foimtains  should  be  installed  at  fashionable  watering 
places  and  summer  resorts  and  advertised  and  pushed  as  a  novelty. 
When  once  established  in  this  way^  it  would  find  a  rapid  growth  m 
popularity  throughout  the  Republic. 

To  introduce  the  sale  of  American  waters  a  firm  must  have  plenty 
of  capital  to  push  its  product  and  advertise  extensively.  In  fact,  ad- 
vertising is  the      to  the  situation  in  South  America.  It  is  not  a4vi8- 
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able  to  give  an  exclusive  agency  to  exporting  houses  in  this  country, 
for  tills  restricts  the  market  to  the  customers  of  that  agency,  whicli  is 
never  more  than  10  per  cent  of  the  consuming  public.  It  is  far  more 
satisfactory  to  put  good  salesmen  on  the  ground  who  will  cover  their 
territory  frequently,  and  who  will  have  a  warehouse,  with  a  stock  on 
hand,  to  meet  the  demand  so  that  there  will  be  no  delay  in  delivery. 
BitnaUon  In  Central  American  CountricB. 

Thi'oughout  Central  America,  aerated  and  mineral  waters  are 
coaisumed  in  large  quantities,  for  natural  waters  are  dangerous,  and 
no  one  who  can  afford  it  thinks  of  drinking  anything  but  bottled 
waters.  White  Rock  and  Apollinaris  are  the  best  sellei-s,  and  any- 
one who  wishes  to  introduce  a  new  water  there  will  find  it  difficult, 
since  these  two  waters  have  a  good  hold  on  tlie  market.  The  market 
in  Central  America  is  very  well  developed,  and  the  prices  are  such 
that  it  is  within  reach  of  nearly  all.  White  Reck  and  Apollinaris 
ore  sold  in  half-pint  bottles,  and  the  cost  is  about  $0.15  gold.  The 
12-ounce  bottle  (approximately  1  pint)  sells  for  $0.25  gold.  Local 
bottling  conceras  are  springing  up  and  growing  rapidly.  The  most 
popular  of  local  waters  is  the  Santa  Ana,  which  sells  for  about  $0.05 
gold  per  12-ounce  bottle,  and,  moreover,  the  water  is  of  such  good 
quality  and  sells  at  such  a  low  price  that  it  is  cutting  in  very  heavily 
on  the  imported  waters.  It  is  believed  that  it  will  be  a  matter  of  time 
only  until  all  imported  waters  will  be  out  of  the  market.  Santa  Ana 
water  is  taken  from  a  spring  near  San  Jose,  Costa  Rica.  The  proba- 
bility is  that  this  market  will  rapidly  decrease,  so  far  as  imported 
waters  are  concerned. 

[The  Information  furnished  by  the  Chicago  office  of  the  Bureau  is  obtained 
from  a  native  of  Argentina,  now  making  his  heiitlquarters  In  the  United  States, 
ami  from  Americans  of  long  residence  tn  Bolivia,  Pern,  Chile,  and  Costa  Blca.] 


a&TISFACTOAT  TKADE  GONSITIONS  IH  NEW  ZEALAND. 

[ConBnl  Geneial  Alfred  A.  Wiuslow,  Aocklflnd,  Nov.  17.] 

A  review  of  the  foreign  trade  of  New  Zealand  for  the  year  ended 
September  30,  1915,  makes  a  remarkable  showing,  amounting  to 
^47,172^94,  of  which  $101,320,491  covered  imports  and  $145,851,803 
exports,  showing  a  net  balance  in  favor  of  this  country  of  $14,531,312, 
against  $9,643,522  for  the  same  period  in  1913-14.  Prices  are  high} 
and  the  country  is  in  splendid  condition  to  supply  the  leading  articles 
of  export — fresh  meat,  wool,  butter,  and  cheese — in  gr«at  abimdance. 

Xarket  for  United  States  Prodiicts, 

During  the  year  ended  September  30,  1915,  imports  from  the 
United  States  amounted  to  $12,343,486,  against  $10,456,055  for  the 
year  previous.  The  New  Zealand  market  is  short  in  the  following 
articles:  "Wearing  apparel,  hats  and  caps,  hosiery,  woolen  piece  goods, 
hardware,  corrugated  sheet  iron,  fencing  wire,  barbed  wire,  agricul- 
tural machinery,  electric  machinery,  engines,  gas,  etc.,  tools,  china 
and  earthen  ware,  leather  manufactures,  and  motor  vehicles. 

Invoices  certified  at  the  American  consulate  at  Aguascalientes, 
Mexico,  during  1915  give  the  total  value  of  the  exports  of  copper 
buUion  from  the  district  to  the  United  States  as  $320,492,  compared 
irith  $1,399,873  for  1914.  There  were  no  shipments  of  lead  bullion 
certified,  while  the  esjtorts  for  1914  were  valued  at  $189,177. 
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NOTBUBEB  EXFOSTS  07  BBEADSTUFF^  OII£,  ETC. 

The  monthly  bulletin  showing  exports  of  domestic  breadstuffs,  cot- 
tonseed oil,  food  animals,  meat  and  dairy  products,  cotton  and  mineral 
oils  from  the  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United  States  as  com- 
piled by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Department 
of  Commerce,  follows: 


Items. 


NoTMBbar— 


1»U 


1914 


11  months  endlor  Horem- 


1»U 


lOU 


BrcttdstnOs  dollirt. 

Cotton«edoU  

C&tUe,  hOKS,  and  sbMp  dollars. 

Meat  and  daii7  products  dollars. 

(bnles . . . 
pounds, 
dolbrs . 

uMiOs  {as.: 

Tol«l  doUan. 


»,  357. 876 
1,531.965 
37.953 

is,3io.6ae 

S34.3M 
274.231  749 

31,934.015 
186.817,899 

13.460.736 


40.?32,Ma 
28.484.973 
i,m.4S7 
25.515 
13.776.738 
760.939 
399.591.647 
31.923.314 
167,843.001 
9.549,134 


477.423.790 
323.133.533 
S2.906.0&4 
2,633.401 
226,00S.&58 
7.800,636 
4.071,P7»,211 
381,909,919 
3, 125.048,609 
139.045. 4»3 


244,4«,341 
178.889.4St 
13,303.477 
871. OU 
116,073,101 
5,lia.383 
2,666,358,577 
294.54'.  301 
2,067,399,767 
128,944.584 


M,*77.8tt 


97,100,010  1,239,927,195 


797,188,961 


>ZP(STS  BT  PBDrclTAL  ABTKaJM. 


Com, 
Oata. 


Wbwt. 


Tloor  

Beaf .  canned. 


Beaf,  fresh  

Beef.  picUed.  etc 


Oleoofl. 

Baccm  .. 


Buns  and  sboidden. 
Lard  


Neutral  lard  

PorktpkUad,  elo. 
Lard  oompoonds.. 

Crude  oil  


boabeb. 
dollars., 
busheb. 
dollars., 
bushels, 
dollars.. 
ba-T^ls.. 
dollars. . 

Sounds. 
oUars.. 

Sounds, 
ollars.. 

Sounds, 
ollars.. 
pounds, 
dollars.. 

Sounds, 
ollars.. 

Sounds. 
olla<-s  . 
'pounds, 
dollars  . 

Souudt. 
oU^  . 
pounds, 
dollars  . 

Sounds, 
ollar^ . 
eallons.. 
dollars  . 
gallons, 
dollara  . 


ninminatlns  o0  

LabricUngoll  

QflsoUne,  naphtha,  elo  feift 

Beslduum,  fuel  oU,  etc  {SSlSS^ 


1,483.974 

1,018.756 
7.3J0.446 
a. 208. 107 

13.499.048 

15,633,309 
1,254,209 
6,780.550 
6,034.359 
629.004 

16.537.886 
2.143.681 
2,510,364 
347,931 

11,696,421 
1,47K,235 

45,373,535 
6,934,598 

15,192,343 
2. 160. 187 

30.497,489 
3,152,357 
5, 144.963 
536. S76 
9,32ii,96S 
1,029, 789 
3,6.W,5I3 

18,495,761 
3MI,  108 
55.  m,  510 

3, 4S1, 141 
18,068,877 

2,713.051 
26.836,693 

3,89.1,650 
72,333,059 

2,UH,m 


3,121,7»9 
1,759.109 

7,087.590 
3,900.174 

19, 181. 6D3 

33.819.570 
1,485,034 
7,827.813 
9.107,545 
1,353.388 

13.156.321 
1,434.684 
2,316,425 
i;44,2«3 
7,301,620 
84S,971 

]8,M>2,389 
2,681,305 
9,800.213 
1.462.527 

42,013  249 
4,622.650 
975.160 
121.671 
1,803,  .SIS 
l'J.",,S48 
7,3'J7.623 
51»,043 

11,500,48:1 
397,602 

70, 467,174 
3,910,694 

14,.™,  948 
1,W1,326 

15.541,^23 
1,735,569 

53,752,674 
1,6a,  C43 


42.e04.0» 

34.588.375 
97.779.256 
66.087.728 

193.713.870 

966.595.823 
13,085,110 
85.201. 108 
68.961.820 
10.605,634 

231.106,660 
30.216.878 
40,145,002 
4.323,035 
98,879,883 
ll,>-30,628 

465,823,803 
61,618.641 

342.243,088 
33.721,205 

403,964.319 
43.343.865 
31.354.983 
3.502.019 
65,474,W7 
6.924,920 
67,239,547 
4,929,696 

143,998,894 
3,S4'J.ft95 

769,980,412 
45,867,075 

319,613.268 
29,317,103 

252,009,565 
29,957,723 

739,146,470 
20,058,862 


10,S2S.«M 
8.337.338 
39.836.154 
16. 112.610 
144.371.088 
150,355,632 
10.606.818 
52.408.515 
26.789.515 
4.232.317 
24.651.000 
8.0B3.SeS 
724,186 
3,050,888 
81,650,679 
8,505,854 
163, 116,141 
23,482,738 
138,935,937 
18,780,663 
398,878.765 
44,279.247 
20,282.809 
2.244.430 
84,0(l3,b04 
3,739,487 
61,391,811 
4,664,243 
115,829, 160 
4,681, 230 
936,  OM,  401 
50,810,401 
176,889,047 
34, 163,393 
1S7,«»,889 
23.984,805 
640,790.361 
17.aOI,8U 


IKstrict  Offices  of  tiie  Bttrean  of  Foreign  and  Bomestio  Commerce. 

Hew  Tork,  Room  408  United  Statea  CostomhoaM;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
Tnited  States  Customhoase;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis.  408  Third 
BatloBBl  Bank  Building;  Atlanta.  521  Post  Office  Baildlng;  New  Orleans,  lOM 
Hibernla  Bank  Building;  San  Franolaco,  306  United  States  Cnstomhovse;  Seattle, 
9SS  AlaAa  BnlldUtg.  Co^rattTe  dlitriet  oflLeet:  Olerelaad,  Ohambsr  «f  Com- 
Bwree;  Clnolanati,  Chamb»  of  Omnmeree;  Loi  Angelei,  Chamber  of  CMnmeroe; 
Detroit,  Board  of  Comaeroe;  Philadelphia,  Chaaiher  of  Comaoxoe. 
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HEW  STEAKSHIP  UNE  TO  E0ELVA,  SPAIN. 

[Coniol  Wllbar  T.  Gracey,  SeTllle,  Spain,  Dee.  2.] 

A  new  line  of  steamers  has  been  established  between  Huelva,  Spain, 
and  New  York  by  the  firm  of  Vapores  Jover,  of  Barcelona,  with 
monthly  sailings.  It  is  believed  that  it  will  do  a  great  deal  to  assist 
Ihe  trade  between  the  United  States  and  that  portion  of  the  Seville 
consular  district. 

The  first  sailing  from  Huelva  will  be  on  December  9,  and  the 
time  occupied  in  transit  between  ports  is  estimated  at  13  days.  The 
establishment  of  this  line,  it  is  believed,  will  be  of  great  importance 
to  American  manufacturers  who  wish  to  find  a  market  for  their 
goods  at  Huelva  and  in  the  Provinces  of  Huelva,  Caceres,  and  Bada- 
joz,  which  have  rail  connections  with  that  port 

Dtreet  Trelght  Quotations  for  XaniifaotiireTa. 

Heretofore  the  want  of  direct  communication  with  the  United 
States  was  a  great  obstacle  to  the  introduction  of  American  goods, 
but  now  manufacturers  will  be  in  a  position  to  get  direct  freight 
quotations,  which  will  make  it  possible  to  quote  their  goods  c.  i.  f. 
Huelva,  and  as  this  is  one  of  the  principal  conditions  required  by 
Spanish  purchasers  its  [)ossibility  should  tend  to  make  the  increase 
of  American  trade  considerable.  Another  important  consideration 
is  that  importers  will  get  the  benefit  of  reduced  transportation 
dbarges  on  goods  and  avoid  the  heavy  cost  of  transE&ipment  at  other 
ports. 

The  vessels  will  have  accommodations  for  first  and  second-clasa 
passengers,  thus  supplementing  the  present  service  to  that  district 
which  nas  been  through  the  port  of  Cadiz,  or  by  the  lines  touching 
•t  Gibraltar,  and  the  consequent  long  land  journey. 

There  are  important  mines  in  Huelva  Province,  the  Eio  Tinto  be- 
ing the  largest  copper  mine  in  the  world,  with  a  large  resident  com- 
munity of  British  employees,  who  have  need  of  many  foreign-made 
articles. 

ftUished  Desoriptioiis  of  FroTinoea  Serred. 

A  full  report  of  the  Province  of  Huelva,  its  resources,  manufac- 
tures, needs,  etc.,  was  published  in  Comhekce  Refobts  for  August  20, 
1915.  A  report  on  the  Province  of  Caceres,  which  is  served  through 
the  port  of  Huelva,  was  published  in  Commekce  Reports  for  Augiuit 
16, 1915.  A  report  on  the  mines  of  the  Seville  consular  district,  with 
t  complete  list,  was  published  in  the  issue  of  December  30,  1915. 
Further  information  regarding  the  Provinces  so  served  will  be  found 
in  the  report  on  "  Inland  Traffic  of  Andalusia  and  Estremadura,** 
pnbhshed  July  29, 1915. 

The  number  of  manufacturing  establishments  in  Chattanooga, 
Tenn.,  increased  48.6  per  cent  between  1009  and  1914,  from  185  to  276. 
The  capital  investea  increased  27.8  per  cent,  from  $16,125,000  to 
$20,615,000,  whUe  the  average  capital  per  establishment  was  approxi- 
mately $74,000  m  1914,  and  $87,000  in  1909.  The  United  States 
Bureau  of  the  Census,  which  prepared  these  figures,  gives  as  the  per- 
centages of  increase  on  various  items  in  the  five-year  period :  Salaries, 
89.8;  wages,  35.4 :  value  added  by  manufacture,  25.0 ;  value  of  products, 
22.5;  number  oi  salaried  employees,  20.7;  cost  of  materials,  20.3; 
nmnber  of  wage  earners,  10.5. 
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nCFOBTS  AHD  EXPORTS  OF  C07PBIL 


The  imports  and  exports  of  copper  at  the  customs  districts  of  New 
York,  Massachusetts,  Philadelphia,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Galveston, 
New  Orleans,  San  Francisco,  Washington,  and  Michigan,  during  the 
week  ended  January  1, 191G  (five  daj's),  follow : 


IMPORTS. 


rounlrifs. 

Ore  inftll«>  anrt  rcKolaa 

(coii]>er  caiiU'Dls). 

Pfgs,  inpots.bars,  plates, 
and  old,  c'lC. 

518,  SU) 

fll.1'48 
63.709 

Pound*. 

12,(V)3 

t2H.lM 

737, C03 

113,«57 

l,Uft,7&S 

356,808 

DOMESTIC  EXPORTS. 


CoontriAS. 

PIr!!,  iD|H)t9,  bars, 
plaiei,  and  old,  «le. 

ComitriBj. 

Pii;s.  tt^ots.  bars, 
phtie^  and  old,  Me. 

Ptmdt. 

(2,522.609 

123,003 
£6S.G3S 
2,b79,201 
C7.VIS 

U0.714 
603.403 
1S.0» 

2,  ^02,699 
195,475 
I51,i'.2 
219. £32 

3,  M0,i>B3 

38.2C9 
7C2.  m 

AUotbercouatriea.  

Sweden  

Total  

n,  586, 160 

Ore,  matte,  and  rcgulus  amounting  to  1,317  tons,  valued  at  $17,269, 
were  shipped  to  Canada. 

BUTTONS  FROK  AETIFZGIALLY  GROWN  HUSSEIS. 

An  interesting  test  has  been  made  in  connection  with  the  experi- 
ment in  the  rearmg  of  fresh-water  mussels  at  the  Fairport  laboratory 
of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Fislieries.  It  was  found  possible  to 
cut  and  finish  buttons  of  two  lines  thickness  from  shells  of  mussels 
less  than  18  months  of  age,  counting  from  the  date  of  infection.  The 
mussels  were  "  Lake  Pepin  muckets,"  a  form  of  Lampsilis  luieola 
which  is  not  indigenous  to  the  Fairport  region.  The  glochidia  had 
been  obtained  from  gravid  mussels  taken  in  Lake  Pepin,  had  been  in- 
fected on  the  gilis  of  fish  at  the  Fairport  laboratory,  and  subsequently 
reared  under  conditions  of  control. 

Although  the  shells  are  not  yet  of  sufficient  size  and  thickness  to  be 
used  commercially,  the  rate  of  growth  has  been  much  moi-e  rapid  than 
was  expected  before  the  experiments  were  undertaken.  Some  of 
the  mussels  were  reared  in  floating  baskets  in  the  river  and  othere  in 
one  of  the  station  ponds;  the  mussels  of  the  latter  lot  were  older, 
counting  from  the  date  of  infection,  as  the  infection  had  been  made 
in  the  fall  of  1913.  Pi-actically  two  seasons  of  free  growth  had  elapsed 
in  each  instance. 

Transfer  of  Electrical  Concenion. 

Consul  General  L.  J.  Keena,  of  Valparaiso,  Chile,  reports  that  a 
decree  has  been  published  authorizing  the  transfer  of  the  concession 
for  establish ing_an  electric- lighting  service  in  the  city  of  Copiapo 
from  Don  Ivan^ranulic  to  the  Compania  Electrica  de  Copiapo. 
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BUSIHESS  XAHAOEKEnT  OF  AUSTSAUAK  DEPASTKENTS. 

[Amerlcu  Commercial  Attache  WUltam  C.  Downs,  Helbourne,  Not.  18.] 

The  report  on  the  business  management  of  the  Department  of 
Home  Affairs  of  the  Australian  Government,  made  by  an  expert 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  contains  scnne  interesting  suggestions  of 
general  application. 

It  is  suggested  that  an  expert  press  man  be  appointed  under  the 
Prime  Minister  or  the  Treasurer,  who  should  take  charge  of  the  plac- 
ing of  all  the  Government  advertising  in  the  daily  press  and  other 
publications.  Under  the  present  system,  each  Government  depart- 
ment handles  its  own  advertising,  and  in  many  instances  separate 
advertisements  appear  in  the  same  paper  from  different  bureaus  of 
the  same  department,  much  space  bein^  wasted  in  the  separate  head- 
ings and  signatures.  The  expert  estimates  that  if  the  advertising 
were  systematically  condueted  by  one  man  it  would  mean  a  saving 
to  the  bommouwealth  of  at  least  $65,000  annually  on  this  item. 

Biggesti  Stndy  of  Bailroad  ICetliod*  la  Ofber  Conatrlei. 

The  report  states  that  it  would  pay  the  Commonwealth  Government 
to  send  its  railway  experts  in  various  branches  abroad  to  study 
methods  in  other  countries,  especially  recommending  that  such  ex- 
perts attend  international  congresses.  Should  any  such  congresses 
be  in  contemplation  in  the  United  States,  it  might  be  advisable  that 
invitations  be  extended  to  the  Department  of  Home  Affairs  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Australia  to  send  delegates. 

It  is  reconmiended  that  one  works  department  should  be  established 
for  the  construction  work  now  undertaken  by  the  various  depart- 
ments of  the  Grovemment.  It  is  estimated  that  a  single  department 
of  this  nature  would  lead  to  great  economy  in  the  engineering  and 
clerical  staffs  and  facilities  and  expedite  construction  work. 

It  is  also  proposed  that  the  Commonwealth  should  form  a  stores 
department  of  its  own,  to  be  placed  under  the  Prime  Minister,  and  to 
deal  with  idl  supplies  and  tenders.  It  is  urged  that  such  a  department 
would  lead  to  greater  uniformity  of  equipment  and  supplies  in  all 
the  Government  departments,  and  would  bring  about  great  economy 
in  the  purchase  of  such  supplies  and  equipment. 

(An  (^ncial  copy  of  the  report  mentioned  may  be  inspected  on  application  to  tbe 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.  Befer  to  file  No.  9^.] 


FEW  BECOBDS  IH  PACIFIO  SA£HON  £00  COLLECTIOHS. 

The  egg-coUecting  work  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries 
on  the  Pacific  salmon  streams  for  the  season  of  1915-16  is  practically 
over,  and  new  records  have  been  established  in  several  fields.  The 
collections  to  December  31  aggregate  more  than  288,000,000,  divided 
as  follows  among  the  various  species:  Chinook  salmon,  108,087,460; 
blueback  salmon,  104,595,000;  humpback  salmon,  31,465,500;  silver 
salmon,  15,371,000;  keta  salmon,  28,852,000. 

Some  idea  of  the  extent  of  this  work  may  be  gained  from  the  fact 
that  the  eggs  taken  and  transferred  to  the  hatcheries  represent  more 
Oan  2,900  Bushels  and  if  placed  side  by  dde  would  extend  in  an  un- 
broken line  for  1,000  miles. 
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STBOira  BBITISH  mmAXD  POK  FABBIG  OLOVES. 

[ConBuI  Franklin  D.  llnlr,  Ilutklersficld,  Ernglaud,  Nor.  10.] 

A  market  for  American  manufacturers  is  offered  in  Great  Britain 
in  the  present  demand  for  fabric  gloves.  Tliis  situation  lias  already 
been  called  to  the  attention  of  the  trade  in  the  United  States,  but  is 
further  emphasized  by  an  article  published  in  the  Textile  Mercury 
of  November  27,  1915.  This  says,  in  part: 

Of  tlie  mnny  patterns  of  Oi)iitiiientnl  fabrics  exhibited  in  various  parts  of 
the  country,  few  can  have  occasioned  more  interest  than  thoec  of  the  materials 
used  80  extensively  on  the  Continent  In  the  glove^iuanufactnrlng  boslness,  pro- 
ducing goods  which  have  permeated  the  markets  almost  to  the  point  of  domina- 
tion. The  trade  has  not  been  altogether  without  Its  advantages,  so  far  as  tills 
country  Is  coiicerne<l.  It  will  he  rememlteretl  that  at  the  Board  of  Trade  ex- 
liibltioii  of  samples  at  Manchester  some  tiuic  a;ro  gloves  were  displayed  Jtlong- 
slde  a  piece  of  the  ful>ric  bearing  the  itnuouncenient  that  tlie  same  was  woven 
on  the  Continent  from  yarn  spun  nt  BoUon.  No  sooner  Iiad  Uie  war  affected  a 
stoppage  of  tliese  supplies  than  the  doumnd  for  the  gloves  began  to  be  felt» 
and  It  was  then  realized  that  in  having  rested  content  with  a  contributory  meas- 
ure of  participation  In  the  trade  we  had  permitted  the  establishment  of  a 
market  without  providing  for  an  alternative  supply. 

Kaehinerjr  Problem  In  froduetioa  of  Fabric  and  Tlalsbiner. 

It  appears  that  the  difncuity  confronting  those  anxious  to  meet  the  demand 
already  created  Is  one  of  maclilnery.  Tlie  problem  refers  to  both  the  pro<luctIoii 
of  the  fabric  and  the  finishing,  America  has  nibbled  at  the  machinery  side 
of  the  business  in  a  small  way,  but  now  the  demand  for  machinery  In  the 
tJuited  States  is  greater  tlian  the  capacity  to  supply.  In  this  country  we  ap- 
pear to  have  been  examining  patterns  rather  late  in  the  day.  The  gloves  have 
been  here  for  some  time,  and  have  been  purchased  wltli  avidity. 

Now,  when  an  opening  for  British  trade  Is  presented,  the  maelilnery  problem 
seems  to  be  quite  a  formidable  c^tacle.  No  doubt  something  Is  being  done 
and  will  be  done  to  remedy  the  situation,  but  at  the  present  Juncture  the 
opportunity  for  effort  is  extremely  limited.  Capture  of  the  glove  business, 
even  In  our  own  country.  Involves  something  very  much  more  tJian  e\en  the 
most  critical  examination  of  the  samples  of  fabrics. 

Several  months  ago,  after  the  war  had  been  in  progress  .some  time, 
the  American  consulate  ascertained  that  there  was  a  demand  here 
for  these  fabric  gloves.  Merchants  stated  that  they  could  procure 
no  further  supply  of  them,  that  they  had  been  an  important  line  in 
their  trade,  that  there  was  a  British  substitute,  but  that  it  was  in- 
ferior in  quality  and  of  higher  cost.  In  an  attempt  to  get  them  into 
touch  with  some  American  manufacturei*s  a  Trade  Opportunity  was 
sent  covering  this  demand.  So  far  as  the  consulate  has  been  in- 
formed, the  parties  interested  here  have  not  heard  from  it.  It  is 
stated  that  a  small  advance  over  prices  heretofore  given  would  not 
be  objected  to  if  an  article  similar  in  quality  could  be  obtaided. 


Pamphlets  and  Otha  Kattei  on  AgricnltitT^l  Exhibits. 

Commercial  Attache  Albert  Hale  writes  from  Buenos  Aires,  Ar- 
gentina, that  he  has  received  a  request  for  pamphlets  and  other  in- 
formation relative  to  live-stock  shows,  rural  exhibits,  farm-products 
displays,  and  anything  that  might  illustrate  the  manner  in  which 
such  exhibitions  are  conducted  in  the  United  States.  Mr.  Hale  will 
be  pleased  to  receive  such  information  from  tliose  interested  in  tiie 
United  States. 
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nwBncnoN  of  daikatiah  insect  floweks. 

[Consul  Balph  C.  Basaer.  Triatte,  Aiutrla.  Not.  25.] 

The  flowers  used  for  insecticide  powder  (chrysanthemum  flowers)' 
grow  in  Dalmatia,  southern  Croatia,  Albania,  Montenegro,  Her- 
zegovina, and  Istria,  Dahnatia  producing  by  far  the  greatest  quan- 
tity. The  flowers  are  generally  known  in  commerce  as  "  Dalmatiaa 
insect  flowers,"  and  are  chiefly  exported  from  Trieste.  The  produc- 
tion of  these  flowers  in  Austria  during  the  period  from  1910  to  1914 
was,  in  quintals  of  220.46  pounds: 


Sootlons. 

mo 

ini 

1913 

1013 

1914 

1.4S4 
6,701 

QuintaU. 
1,348 
8,451 

1,«19 
8,043 

flttlnlalt. 
1,903 
6.000 

2,7U 

During  the  period  mentioned,  the  exports  of  this  product  from 
Austria  included  shipments  to  practically  all  the  European  coun- 
tries, to  the  United  States  and  other  American  countries,  and  to 
British  India,  Turkey  in  Asia,  Russia  in  Asia,  Egypt,  Tunis,  Trip- 
oli, and  Australasia.  The  exports  to  the  United  States,  to  other 
American  countries,  and  the  total  exports  for  the  five  years,  in 
quintals,  were: 


Coontrtat. 

1910 

»11 

1913 

1913 

1914 

B13 
115 
10,024 

QuinUb. 

1,010 
73 
10,636 

Qutmu, 

1,703 

2,270 

2,193 

10,471 

10,234 

6,480 

The  values  of  the  declared  exports  of  insect  flowers  and  insect 
powders  from  Trieste  to  the  United  States  during  this  period  were: 

Insect 
flowen. 

Insect 
powdccB. 

Ycua. 

Insect 
flowers. 

Inseet 
powden. 

68,390 
74,943 

H,4n 

<1,0B0 

12S 

•117,849 

455,047 

tlfSn 

COKE  OTEN  GAS  FOB  lEEM  OAS  WOBES. 

[Consul  Homer  U.  Byington,  Leeds,  EDglond,  Dec  9.] 

For  the  last  month  the  Leeds  Corporation  Gas  Works  has  been 
receivir^  the  gas  given  off  from  the  colliery  coke  ovens  of  the  Mid- 
dleton  Estate  &  Colliery  Co.,  of  Leeds,  at  the  rate  of  about  1,000,000 
cubic  feet  per  diem,  which  is  about  one-fifteenth  of  the  daily  output 
of  the  gas  works.  This  gas  was  previously  wasted,  but  is  now  {>as&ed 
throng  steel  mains  (2^  miles  long)  to  the  gas  works  at  a  minimum 
pressure  of  8  inches  of  water.  Compressors  capable  of  dealing  with 
cubic  feet  of  gas  per  hour  against  a  pressure  of  54  inches  head 
of  water  have  been  ikid  down  at  the  colliery. 
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STUDY  OF  WATER  SUPPLY  HI  SOUTH  CENTEAI  ALASKA. 

For  several  yenrs  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  has  been 
making  a  study  of  the  water  supply  of  parts  of  Alaska.  At  first 
this  work  was  confined  to  Seward  Peninsula ;  later  it  was  extended  to 
the  Yukon-Tanana  region;  and  Water-Supply  Paper  372,  just  issued, 
describes  the.  water  resources  of  the  region  tributai-y  to  Copper  River, 
Prince  William  Sound,  and  the  lower  Susitna.  The  survey  engineers; 
besides  making  measurements  of  the  flow  of  some  of  the  streams,  ob- 
tained much  information  on  the  topography  of  the  drainage  basins, 
reservoirs,  and  power  sites.  The  data  thus  obtained,  when  combined 
■with  the  Weather  Bureau's  records  of  precipitation,  will  serve  as  a 
general  guide  to  the  engineer,  who,  however,  will  at  once  realize  that 
these  facts  must  be  supplemented  by  caref id  and  thoi*ough  surveys  and 
measurements  before  he  cad.  plan  m  detail  any  water-power  project. 
The  paper  will  at  least  show  tliat  the  water  powers  available  through- 
out tne  year  are  not  so  abundant  in  the  south-central  part  of  Alaska 
as  has  sometimes  been  assrmied. 

The  section  discussed  in  the  report  contains  valuable  mineral  de- 
posits. In  its  eastern  part  lies  the  Bering  Kiver  coal  field,  with  its 
nigh-grade  fuels,  and  also  the  Katalla  oil  field.  In  the  Copper  River 
Basin  and  in  the  Prince  William  Sound  region,  to  the  west,  there  are 
valuable  deposits  of  gold  and  copper,  and  in  the  Willow  Creek  district 
of  the  Kenai  Peninsula,  which  is  also  in  the  province,  there  are 
deposits  of  gold.  Close  at  hand  is  the  Matanuska  coal  field.  Tate 
it  all  in  all,  this  is  one  of  the  richest  mineral  districts  in  Alaska,  and 
it  contains  also  arable  lands.  Moreover,  it  embraces  the  Copper 
River  and  Susitna  Valleys,  two  of  the  most  important  gateways  into 
inland  Alaska. 

A  copy  of  this  paper  may  be  obtained  free  on  application  to  the 
U.  S.  Geological  Survey,  Washington,  D.  C. 

BAILWAT  CONCESSIONS  ASKED  FOR  IN  FABAOVAY. 

[Consul  Samuel  Hamilton  Wiley,  AsudcIod,  Not.  12.] 

Two  concessions  to  construct  railway  lines  have  recently  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Pai'aguayan  Congress  for  consideration.  One  of  these 
concessions  treats  of  a  railway  line  to  Villa  Florida  from  Asuncion. 
Villa  Florida  is  a  town  of  about  2,000  inhabitants  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  Tebicuary  Riven  southeast  of  Asuncion.  The  regtom  between 
Asimcion  and  Villa  Florida,  which  would  be  served  by  the  line,  is  a 
.•section  rich  in  agricultural  resources  and  well  stocked  with  cattle. 
Part  of  the  road  goes  through  the  territory  known  as  the  Missiones, 
said  to  be  the  most  fertile  land  in  Paraguay. 

The  other  concession  is  to  construct  a  railway  line  to  Ita  from 
Asuncion.  Ita  is  a  town  situated  44  kilometers  (27.34  miles)  south- 
east of  Asuncion.  It  is  in  the  center  of  an  agricultural  and  cattle- 
raising  section. 

As  tlie  town  of  Ita,  the  terminus  of  the  second  concession,  is  on  the 
line  between  Asuncion  and  Villa  Florida  which  would  most  likely  be 
traversed  by  the  other  railway  line,  it  is  not  at  all  probable  that  both 
concessions  would  be  granted. 

[A  translntiou  of  both  concessions  nskeil  for  Is  on  file  tn  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Gonmierce  at  AVnshington,  and  may  be  loaned  to  those  Interested. 
Befcr  to  file  Ko.  T03S7.] 
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HEBBnrO  CATCH  OF  HXTHERLAim  FLEET. 

[Consul  Oeoeral  8.  Listoe,  Rotterdam,  Not.  30.] 

Inasmuch  as  the  Butch  herring  fleet,  with  the  exception  of  20 
vessels,  has  retnmed  home,  the  amount  of  fish  cau^t  in  1915  by  the 
mtire  fleet  can  now  be  stated  within  a  few  hundred  barrels.  On  the 
basis  of  the  figures  available  the  season's  take  of  herring  will  com- 
pare with  the  catch  of  the  preceding  five  years  as  follows: 


igu 

1912 

1913 

1815 

737 
750,<»O 

768 
MO,  000 

735 
510,000 

739 
7H0,000 

74S 
493,000 

728 

589.00} 

The  total  crew  of  the  fishing  fleet  in  1915  numbered  about  9,500 
men,  as  against  9,800  in  1914  and  9,000  in  1913, 

Var  Caves  Prices  to  Soar. 

Owing  to  the  war  the  English  and  German  heiTing  fisheries  have 
been  brought  alm<»t  to  a  standstill,  with  the  result  that  prices  for 
Dutch  herring  have  increased  considerably.  Compared  with  quota* 
lions  on  the  corresponding  dates  of  the  three  preceding  years  the, 
prices  per  barret  during  the  last  half  of  1915  were: 


Date. 

Prioe  per  bftrral. 

Piioe  p«r  barret 

1912 

1913 

1914 

U15 

1913 

1913 

1914 

1915 

Wyt5  

112.00 
8.40 
8.  SO 
9.40 

8.eio 

112.80 

9.20 
9.60 
8.80 
8.40 

112.40 

$18.80 
19.20 

30.  «0 

31.  SO 
21.40 

Oct.  1  

•0.60 

8.00 
8.20 
8.40 
8.40 

<8.W 

8.00 
7.20 
7.40 
7.40 

S10.80 
10.40 

ii.no 

12.00 
ILflO 

119.20 

24.80 
28.00 
28.00 

Ang.  1 

Oct.  IS  

AttJ.  15  

11.20 
12.80 

Not.  15  



The  value  of  the  Dutch  herring  catch  for  1915  is  estimated  to  be 
912,000,000,  as  against  $5/K)0,000  in  1914,  $6,800,000  in  1913,  and 
$4,800,000  in  1912. 

There  was  practically  no  loss  of  nets,  as  no  stormy  weather  pre- 
vailed during  the  summer  and  fall  of  this  year. 

AMEEICAH  COKSULAE  OFFICESS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdicti<His : 


Name. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tion of 

TflDO*. 

Address. 

DWBlld;  Q«org«  K  

Tslngtau,  China.  

VeraCriu,  Mexico.... 
Uaracafbo,  Venezuela . 
San  Lais  Potosi, 
ll«xk». 

Jan.  31 
Jan.  31 

Feb.  1 
Feb.  17 
F«b,  13 

D^>artment  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domftitlc  Com* 

merce,   Room   40 J,  CustombouacL 

New  York,  N.  Y. 
Winchciter,  Ind. 
1S3  Cburdi  Street,  Mobile,  Ala. 
1905  North  Bush  Stmt,  Santa  Ana,  Cil. 

* 

■Conanl  WUbert  L.  Booncy  will  Tlslt  San  Francisco,  Los  Angelea.  and  San  Diego,  Cal., 
and  Ban  Antonio,  Tex.,  and  vUl  advise  tbe  Chamber  ot  Commerce  in  each  ot  these  cities  ox 
Um  anlTil  and  addzeHL 
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FOBEIGH  TBABE  OFPORTUHITIES. 

Bc>s(>rvi*(1  midrrfisoa  niHV  he  obtninoil  from  the  Barran  nnd  Itn  diMtrlct  oflleeB.  Request 
foi-  rnch  opput-tunltj-  Bhoultl  be  on  a  si'parate  ulieet  and  the  llle  number  given. 

Office  ^upplicM,  No.  19811,— Tlip  Bureau  l8  in  receipt  of  an  inquiry  from  n  firm  in 
Camula  whldi  desirw  to  n'prL'sriit  maiiufaeturcrs  of  olHce  supplies,  such  an 
ink,  carbon  pnper,  paste,  tjinnvriter  supplies,  etc. 

Xovclfirit,  No.  198i;i. — An  Aiiioi-inm  consular  officer  in  South  Africa  writes  tliat 
B  lirni  in  liix  district  is  in  tlie  uiarltct  for  novelties  suitable  for  the  mail-order 
trade.  Samples  prepaid  to  destination  are  deslml,  with  i)rice9  and  ternw. 
Ileferenc*^^  are  Riven. 

Machinery,  No.  10813. — Tlio  Bureau  is  informed  by  an  American  consular  officer 
in  Spain  that  a  man  In  tiiat  comitrj'  wislies  to  communicate  with  American 
manufactuiTrs  of  ninclilnery  for  making  sweet  cracltors.  Catalogues,  terms 
of  payment,  tliscounts,  etc.,  sliouid  he  sent  Immediately. 

Aiftomnhilc  ami  carriaifc  vpholntcry,  No.  10814. — An  American  consular  ofBcer 
in  Burma  reiwrts  tiint  a  Ann  in  his  district  deslri»d  to  receive  samples  and 
price  ilst.s  from  American  nmnufncturers  of  automobile  and  carriage 
upholstery. 

Cotton  goods,  No.  19815. — An  intjuiry  has  been  received  by  an  American  consular 
oflicei*  in  Norway  from  a  Arm  which  desires  lo  represent  American  manu- 
facturei-s  of  cotton  g<»o(is,  such  as  underwear,  men's  shirts,  piece  goods,  etc. 

Coopcrape  machinery.  No.  19816. — A  firm  In  Venezuela  Informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  It  would  like  to  receive  catalogues  of  woodworking 
machinery,  particularly  machinery  for  making  luirrela. 

Moving-pictnrc  films.  No.  19817. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Spain  reports 
that  a  firm  in  Ids  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manu- 
facturers of  moving-picture  lilms,  positives  and  negatives.  FuU  informa- 
tion as  to  prices,  terms,  discounts,  etc.,  sliould  be  sent  immediately. 

Leather  belting.  No.  19818. — An  American  coasular  officer  In  Russia  \^Tite«  that 
a  man  in  tiiat  country  desires  to  repnm'nt  American  manufacturers  of 
leather  I)e]tinff.  It  is  stated  that  tlie  man  Intends  to  buy  for  cash.  Corre- 
Kpondenct!  may  bo  In  Freneii  or  l-'ng)isli.  Weights  and  dimeii-sions  should 
tie  given  in  Russian  niensures,  and  prices  quoted  in  Russian  currency,  c.  i.  f. 
Russian  ports,  preferably  Vladivostok.    Iteferences  are  ^ven. 

Machinery  for  inaklnff  luarnialadcs.  No.  19819. — A  firm  in  Holy  informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  receive  quotations  c.  i.  f.  desti- 
nation on  mnciiinory  for  making  marmalades.  Corresi>oudence  may  he  la 
Englisl). 

Electrical  supplies,  No.  19820. — .\n  Aiiiorlcnn  consular  officer  In  Intlla  reports 
tliat  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  be  plaml  In  touch  with  American  manu- 
facturers of  electrlnil  supplies,  such  as  cables,  fans,  aiul  other  accessories. 

Imitation  leather.  No.  19821. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Norway  reports 
that  an  Imixtrt  and  exitort  agent  in  that  countr>'  desires  to  communicate 
with  American  manufacturers  of  Imitation  leather.  Samples  of  goo<Is  are 
desire<l  witli  <iuotations  f.  o.  b.  New  York  or  c.  i.  f.  dt^stlnation.  It  Is  stateii 
that  the  man  is  prepared  to  place  large  orders  if  prices  are  sotlsfactwy- 
Corresiiondence  may  lie  in  Knglish. 

Hosiery,  bvttoiis,  bathing  siiitx.  and  icoincn's  onlfitting  novelties.  No.  39822.— 
An  American  consular  oflicer  in  Sontii  Africa  reports  that  a  firm  in  his  dis- 
trict desires  to  stn-ure  aijeiicies  from  American  manufacturers  of  hosiery, 
including  women's  hose  in  ca-sbmeres,  lisle  tliread.**,  silk'^,  silk  mixtures,  and 
ci)tt<nis,  in  pljiiiis,  cloclcs  ami  lace  ankles;  al.'W)  men's  Imlf  liose;  plain  nud 
fancy  Imttons,  In  ivory,  celluloid,  molui,  etc.;  women's  knitted  wool  tn'o- 
piece  batliing  suits  and  waterproof  bathing  cniw;  and  any  novelty  used  in 
connection  with  women's  outfitting,  draiwry,  or  fancy  drapery  trades.  Sam- 
ples should  be  sent,  charges  paid,  to  destination,  which.  If  unsuitable  for 
that  market,  will  Iw  sold  on  account  of  manufacturer  or  returned.  The  firuj 
works  on  n  purely  commission  basis  and  requires  exclusive  agencies  iwd 
commissions  on  ail  goods  shipped  Into  ttie  country.  References  and  tele- 
graphic address  are  given. 
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SnPEBIOBITT  OF  AHEBICAH  HAOHETES. 

[Consul  Walter  F.  Boyle,  Poerto  Cortet,  Boadurae,  Dec.  20.] 

The  stocks  of  cheap  European  machetes  carried  bv  merchants 
ef  the  Puerto  Cortes  district  have  been  depleted.  On  this  coast  the 
term  "American  machete"  signifies  an  implement  of  the  highest 
grade  and  most  serviceable  qualities,  and  the  elimination  of  the 
cheap  European  implement,  with  the  forced  purchase  of  the  higher 
priced  but  superior  American  tool,  is  having  the  effect  of  intreuch- 
ing  the  repute  of  the  American  article  so  thoroughly  that  a  flooding 
of  the  market  with  tlie  cheaper  article  would  have  but  little  effect. 


CONSIOmiENT  TO  SWISS  IMFOBT  TBITST. 

[Stntement  Issued  by  Hvlm  Legation,  WoshJngtoD,  Jan.  4.1 

According  to  an  agreement  made  by  the  Swiss  Import  Trust  with 
the  governments  of  France,  England,  and  Italy,  shipments  destined 
for  Switzerhiud  must,  with  eei-tain  exceptions,  be  consigned  to  the 
"Soci^te  Suisse  de  Surveillance  Economiqne,"  in  Berne,  commonly 
known  as  "  S.  S.  S.,"  rather  than  to  the  individua?  importer. 

All  shipments  for  Switzerland  expoiled  from  the  United  States 
must  be  accompanied  by  a  shipping  certificate,  issued  by  the  Swiss 
Legation  in  Washington  (which  will  arrange  to  have  it  vis^d  by  the 
French  or  Italian  and  British  embassies)  or  by  any  Swiss  consulate 
in  this  country.  In  the  latter  case,  the  certificate  must  be  visigd 
by  the  consuls  of  the  countries  above  mentioned. 

The  bills  of  lading  must  specify  as  consignee  the  "  S.  S.  S.,"  and  in 
order  to  avoid  delays  in  transit  upon  arrival  at  a  European  port  must 
contain  on  their  margin  the  statement  that  a  certiRcate  covering  the 
goods  in  question  has  been  issued  or  that  such  certificate  is  attached 
thereto.  The  permit  of  the  "  S.  S.  S."  authorizing  consignment  of 
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shipments  to  it  is  not  required  in  this  country,  but  must  be  obtained 
by  the  Swiss  impoi*ter  and  presented  at  the  European  port. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  form  of  shipping  t^rtificate  pre- 
scribed: 

Lkqation  or  SwnZBRUND, 

WMhington,  D.  0. 

The  undeml^ed.  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Switzerland  in  the  United 
States,  herewith  certifies,  upon  Instructions  from  tbe  Government  of  the  Swifts 

Cunfetlemtlon,  tliat  the  shipuieut  ,  more 

fully  specltled  on  the  attached  invoice,  shipped  by  

to  ,  Is  destined  fur 

esclusfve  consumption  In  Switzerland. 

 will  be  shipped  per  S.  S  , 

scheduled  to  sail  from  for  „ _  _ —  on  — 

It  is  furthermore  certllled  that  the  exportation  of  from 

Switzerland  has  been  prohibited  by  decree  of  the  Swiss  Federal  OouncU, 
of  

The  Ministeb  or  SwrrzKRUHO. 

Washinotor,  D.  0^  


[Notices  regarding  the  orf^anization  and  operation  of  the  Swiss 
Import  Trust  were  contained  in  Comusrcb  Beforis  for  Kov.  2  and 
Dea  11, 1915.] 

ITBITED  STATES  BUYS  LOW-GBABE  GBEEX  GTrBBAHTS. 

[CoDtnl  A.  B.  Cooke.  Pntnw,  Dee.  1.] 

Almost  two  years  ago  the  Patras  consulate  directed  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  United  States  purchased  only  lower-quality  cur- 
rants from  this  district.  While  there  has  since  been  some  improve- 
ment in  this  regard,  the  statement  still  remains  substantially  true. 
Between  August  ii3  (the  first  day  of  the  new  season)  and  November 
30,  1915,  7,GG6  tons  of  currants  were  exported  from  Patras  to  the 
United  States,  6,598  tons  of  which  fell  within  the  first  five  grades, 
leaving  only  1,068  tons  for  all  the  higher  grades  combinetT  The 
"choice  Amelias"  (fourth  grade)  appear  to  be  the  most  popular 
with  American  buyers. 

The  American  market  has  the  reputation  of  demanding  the  best 
qualities  of  foreign  fruits  in  general.  It  calls  for  the  best  Spanish 
giapes,  the  best  Italian  lemons,  the  finest  Turkish  figs,  the  choicest 
Persian  dates.  Why  is  it  that  when  it  comes  to  the  Greek  currant 
the  same  market  is  satisfied  to  import  the  lowest  grades?  Surely 
Uie  American  consumer  is  readv  to  pay  2  cents  more  per  pound  in 
order  to  secure  a  really  choice  fruit. 


Beport  on  Brazilian  Fruit  Exports. 

Ambassador  Edwin  V.  Morgan,  at  Hio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  has 
transmitted  a  translation  of  a  report  presented  to  the  Federal  Slin- 
ister  of  Agriculture,  Industry,  and  Commerce  by  the  chief  of  the 
bureau  of  in'ormation  of  that  ministry  regarding  the  exportation 
and  marketing  of  fruits  of  Brazilian  origin.  This  rej,ort  may  be 
examined  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  one 
t  its  district  offices.  Befer  to  file  No.  71086. 
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AXESICAH  DTESXUXT  UTOUSTBT. 

American  dye  works  are  now  turning  ont  coal-tar  colors  at  the 
rate  of  15,000  tons  annually,  and  a  report  on  the  present  dyestuff 
situation  just  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreipn  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce calls  attention  to  the  impoi-tance  of  the  fact  that  tliese  colors 
are  being  manufactured  wholly  from  American  raw  material.  Be- 
fore the  war  started  we  manufactured  only  3,300  tons  of  coal-tar 
colors,  made  mostly  from  imported  intermediates.  The  report  points 
out,  however,  that  the  total  imports  of  artificial  colors  before  the 
war  was  something  like  25,000  tons,  so  that  the  color-using  industries 
even  now  are  not  getting  near  their  normal  stipj^lies.  The  nece^ty 
for  continued  efforts  on  the  part  of  all  concerned  in  the  establishment 
of  an  American  dycstuff  incuistry  is  apparent. 

The  manufacture  of  coal-tar  crudes  in  this  country  has  assumed 
large  proportions,  state  Dr.  Norton,  the  author  of  the  report,  but 
owing  to  the  great  demand  for  such  products  in  the  manufacture  of 
explosives  the  dye  worlra  have  not  had  the  supplies  they  needed. 
Nevertheless  there  are  now  17  firms  engaged  in  manufacturing  inter- 
mediates and  12  firms  are  turning  out  the  finished  dyes.  One  of  the 
features  of  the  Bureau's  report  is  an  up-to-date  list  of  the  firms 
engaged  in  th^se  lines. 

It  is  Dr:  Norton's  opinion  tliat  the  United  States  is  to  have  a  per- 
manent dyestuff  industry.  The  textile  and  allied  industries,  he  says, 
are  united  in  the  determination  that  the  country  shall  not  again  be 
exposed  to  such  a  famine  as  it  has  recently  experienced.  The  large 
organizations  of  dyestuff  users  have  e-xpresscd  a  willingness  to  bear 
the  burden  of  higher  prices  than  prevailed  before  the  war,  if  neces- 
sary. Most  of  the  companies  engaged  in  manufacturing  coal-tar 
compounds  are  planning  to  continue  their  pi-oduction  along  the  lines 
already  taken  up  and  to  enlarge  such  production  or  enter  upon  the 
manufacture  of  additional  intermediates  or  finished  dyes  as  circum- 
stances warrant. 

The  bulletin  on  dyestuffs  is  entitled  "Dyestuff  situation  in  the 
United  States,  November,  1915,"  Special  Aj^ents  Series  No.  Ill,  and 
is  for  sale  at  5  cents  a  copy  hy  the  Superintendent  of  Documents, 
Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  and  by  the  District  offices 
of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 


CAITNES  LOBSTEB  AND  CBABS  IN  FBANGE. 

[Conicol  Johu  Kail  OKlmme,  Havre,  Dec.  15.] 

Fnince  is  an  important  consumer  of  camied  lobster  and  crab  meat. 
French  customs  statistics  do  not  nhow  the  quantity  of  crab  meat 
imported,  but  of  foreign  canned  loljstcr  this  Republic  purchased  in 
1914, 11,803  metric  quintals;  in  1913, 19,640  quintals;  in  1912,  23,093 
cinintals.  (Metric  quintal =220.40  pounds.)  Two-thirds  of  these 
imports  were  discharged  at  Havre.  Great  Britain  and  Canada  have 
in  the  past  been  the  chief  suppliers,  since  lobster  canned  in  those 
countries  pays,  upon  entry  into  France,  only  the  minimum  duty  of 
$2.19  per  100  pounds. 

The  consumption  of  crab  meat  has  greatly  increased  in  recent  years 
in  this  district,  and  the  public  has  developed  a  taste  for  it.  That  sold 
in  this  martet  is  imported  almost  exclusively  from  Japan, 
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AUEBICA17S  ACTIVE  IH  SOUTH  A7RZCAV  TBABE. 

[Coneul  E.  A.  Wakefield.  Port  Elizabeth.  Nor.  15.] 

It  is  early  in  the  season  to  pa^  judgment  upon  the  season's  clips 
in  the  South  African  wool  country,  but  those  which  have  arrived 
have  been  rather  disappointing.  Only  the  early  chps  have  yet  put 
in  an  appearance  on  the  local  market,  but  if  the  balance  averages  no 
higher  in  quality,  this  season's  wools  will  be  inferior  to  those  <^ 
tained  last  season.  Should  this  be  the  case,  it  will  be  entirely  at- 
tributable to  drought. 

The  mohair  market  is  quiet,  and  there  is  no  pr^nt  indication  of 
any  marked  change.  Stocks  on  hand  are  not  targe,  but  should  in- 
crease from  now  on  until  the  close  of  the  season.  A  few  bales  of 
winter  hair  were  recently  sold  at  cents  per  pound,  but  these  trans- 
actions were  unimportant.  There  were  a  few  inquiries  for  winter 
kids  at  24^  cents,  mixed  hair  at  18  cents,  and  locks  at  12  cents  per 
pound.  The  best  summer  kids  are  quoted  by  local  commission  men 
at  40  to  42  cents  per  pound.  Because  of  the  drought  and  consequent 
loffi  of  goats,  the  yield  promises  to  be  less  than  last  ^ear.  It  is  re- 
ported that  the  quality  also  is  affected,  but  so  far  this  is  not  apparent 
in  the  local  market. 
Oitrlch-VeatlieT  Business  Hot  Enconra^g. 

Business  at  this  week's  municipal  ostrich -feather  market  lasted 
only  two  hours,  and  the  sales  totaled  only  3,300  pounds,  and  sold  for 
approximately  $9,000.  It  is  probable  that  no  great  changes  will  occur 
in  the  near  future.  American  ostrich- feather  importers  must  not 
lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  there  has  been  a  tremendous  decrease  in 
the  number  of  ostriches,  and  so  far  as  one  is  able  to  judge  from  re- 
ports and  local  observations,  this  decrease  is  still  continuing. 

The  stocks  on  hand  here  are  light,  probably  lower,  in  fact,  than 
nt  any  time  in  the  recent  history  of  the  trade.  A  few  fanners  are 
believed  to  be  holding  stocks,  but  this  would  be  a  factor  of  very 
little  importance  shotnd  the  real  demand  once  set  in.  The  stocla 
which  are  bought  on  the  local  municipal  market  are  not  in  the  same 
class  as  in  former  years*  offerings,  and  the  birds  throughout  Cape 
Province  are,  as  a  whole^  in  a  much  inferior  condition,  physicallyi 
compared  with  any  previous  time  during  the  past  15  years. 

Good  Prices  Obtained  for  Hides  and  Skins. 

The  market  for  hides  and  skins  is  firm  and  good  pricej  have  been 
obtained.  This  is  partially  due  to  a  better  -Mierican  demand  and 
partly  to  the  entry  of  a  new  local  iirm  into  the  trade.  This  entry 
caused  some  resentment  among  the  established  firms,  which  was 
mnde  apparent  by  the  stiffening  of  prices  throughout  the  list. 

The  American  demand  is  solely  responsible  for  any  activity  in 
this  market  in  the  South  African  products  mentioned.  There  are 
several  American  wool  buyers  here  now  and  shipments  of  hides 
and  skins,  particularly  the  latter,  have  been  fairlv  hea\'y.  Except 
ostrich  feathers,  these  exports  direct  will  be  far  and  away  lar^ 
than  ever  before  in  the  history  of  South  African -American  com- 
merce, -t  has  demonstrated  that  which  has  so  frequently  been 
reported  from  consular  offices  in  Africa,  that  there  was  sufficient 
trade  between  the  two  countries  to  have  warranted  a  fairly  r^^ular 
steamship  service  from  New  York  to  South  Africa. 
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FAB  HASTEBir  FLOTTB  SITUATIOH. 

[Ooorail  OoDcral  George  E.  Aodrrson.  Ilongkong,  British  Cbliia,  Nov.  22.1 

Apparently,  as  a  result  of  the  purchase  of  practically  the  whole  of 
Australia's  export  crop  of  wheat  and  flour  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment, the  entire  flour  market  in  the  Far  East  has  been  revolutionized 
within  the  past  10  days.  Whereas  before  that  time  the  i)rospects  for 
American  flour  were  considered  very  poor  for  the  coming  year,  they 
are  now  considered  quite  satisfactory  if  only  the  price  of  wheat 
remains  reasonably  low  and  tlie  matter  of  trans-PaciHc  freights  can 
be  adjusted  so  as  to  ease  the  situation  somewhat. 

Tlie  purchase  of  the  Australian  crop  was  entirely  unexpected  here, 
for  latest  advices  were  to  the  effect  that  Australia  would  have  at  least 
750,000  tons  for  exi>brt,  and  that  there  was  strong  probability  of 
Australian  flour  coming  into  the  Hongkong  market  for  the  supply  of 
South  China  as  well  as  into  the  markets  in  the  Malay  States,  Java, 
and  the  East  Indies  generally,  where  it  was  thought  American  floiu* 
would  have  little  chance.  Now,  however,  it  is  anticipated  that  even 
with  present  prices  and  freight  rates  American  flour  will  have  a  veiy 
fair  oppoi*tunity  and  the  American  mills  ought  to  have  a  good  trade. 
With  lower  prices  in  the  United  States  anuwitli  lower  freights  the 
Chinese  demand  will  become  normal ;  at  present  prices  are  too  high 
to  pei-mit  of  any  matenal  consumption  of  flour  by  the  Chinese  i>eopIe. 
American  Flour  has  Clear  Sweep. 

The  general  change  in  prospects  due  to  the  removal  of  the  Aus- 
tralian crop  from  competition  in  this  field  has  been  further  empha- 
sized by  the  practical  relinquishment  of  most,  if  not  all,  of  these 
Bouthern  markets  by  flour  manufacturers  of  Central  and  North 
China.  During  the  past  week  the  price  of  native  flours  went  so  high 
that  some  of  the  best  grades  were  higher  in  price  than  the  lower 
grades  of  American  flour.  Since  the  native  flour  will  not  keep  for 
any  considerable  time  in  this  climate,  this  increase  in  price  meant 
the  opening  of  the  market  to  American  flour  of  that  grade,  espe- 
cially "strong"  flour.  Later  it  was  announced  that  further  ship- 
ments of  flour  from  Shanghai  were  prohibited  by  the  Chinese 
Government. 

Under  the  circumstances,  therefore,  American  flour  has  a  clear 
sweep  in  the  Hongkong  territory,  the  only  obstacle  to  large  business 
being  prices  in  the  United  States.  Stocks  at  present  are  low,  being 
statra  at  220,000  bags.  The  freight-tonnage  situation,  however,  is 
still  very  unsatisfactory.  Aside  from  the  general  shortage  of  avail- 
able space,  forward  enffligements  are  such  that  it  is  difficult,  if  not 
impossible,  to  follow  demand  in  the  flour  market  here,  either  by 
securing  greater  allotments  or  by  adjusting  space  contracts  to  the 
need  of  the  moment.  At  present  there  seems  no  prospect  of  any 
weakening  in  rates. 

Demand  for  American  QooAa  in  Hew  Zealand. 

Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Winslow  writes  from  Auckland  that  a 
good  opening  exists  in  New  Zealand  for  many  lines  of  American 
goods,  such  as  clothing,  hosiery,  dry  goods,  hardware,  notions,  drugs, 
etc. 
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TBABE  DETELOPHENT  OF  TEE  UBZTE9  STATES. 

Secretary  of  Commerce  Redfield  to-dav  made  public  the  following 
letter  written  to  Mr.  E.  P.  Ripley,  president  of  the  Atchison,  Topeka 
&  Santa  Fe  Railway,  relative  to  the  work  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce,  in  developing  the  foreign  and  domestic  trade  of  the 
United  States. 

Dbab  Sir:  My  attention  has  been  called  by  Mr.  W.  J.  H.  Strong  to  the  state- 
ment appearins  under  your  name  in  the  ChlcaRo  News  of  the  31st  ultlnw  and 
to  his  own  letter  of  the  Gth  to  ym  respecting  same. 

I  do  not  wish  to  nsHunie  without  direct  knowleilge  that  you  were  correctly 
quoted.  My  own  experience  tells  h<»w  frequently  errors  of  statement  are  made 
and  how  often  mlslenclliig  criticism  is  bused  ufKin  them.  Whether  or  not.  how- 
ever, the  wonls  you  are  made  to  say  ore  your  own.  I  am  sure  you  will  be  gtad 
to  bnuw  what  the  fam  are.  You  are  mafle  to  say :  "  Not  only  ta  our  Govern- 
ment not  dolDg  anything  to  aid  our  domestic  and  foreign  trade  development 
ami  prosperity,"  etc,  and  you  are  made  to  add :  "  The  ofHcers  of  the  Government 
bring  US  fair  words;  they  talk  encouragingly  but. do  tlie  reverse."  The  above 
II  will  be  noted  Is  a  direct  reference  to  "our  domestic  and  foreign  trade";  and 
the  assertion  is  made  concerning  It  that  the  Government  is  "  not  doing  any- 
thtog."  I  am  the  more  lncllne<l  to  believe  you  never  made  the  stiitement,  be- 
cause one  lu  your  respcmsihle  position  would  hanlly  do  so  without  inquiring  as 
to  the  facts.  Would  you  not  consider  as  active  aids  to  business  such  matters  as 
the  following? 

L  Active  ^operation  throuf^  continued  months  of  our  commercial  attachfi 
at  Lima,  wherry  the  Bolivian  tin  buslnefw,  heretofore  transacteil  wholly  with 
London,  has  been  brought  to  the  United  States,  and,  through  the  agency  of  one 
of  our  largest  Industrial  cnrporationn,  tin  smelting  will  now  for  the  flrst  ttme 
be  actively  carried  on  In  the  Cnlted  States. 

2.  The  active  cooperation  of  our  commercial  attache  in  China  with  the  repre- 
sentative of  a  large  American  manufacturer,  whereby  an  onler  Is  secured  for 
the  entire  equipment  of  two  cotton  mills  with  American  machinery,  and  has 
since  been  followed  by  an  additional  order. 

3.  The  cooperation  of  our  coiumercinl  attache  to  France  In  a  joint  visit  to  the 
Spanish  Government  with  our  ambassador,  as  a  result  of  which  the.  preferential 
tax  against  American  coal  was  removetl,  since  which  time  many  thousands  of 
tons  of  coal  have  been  sold  and  are  now  being  sold  to  Spain. 

4.  The  cooiieratlon  of  the  New  York  ofUce  of  the  l>ei>»rtment  of  Commerce 
with  Itnsslan  btiym  to  siirh  an  effect  that  a  contrnct  has  been  entered  Into 
for  the  purchase  by  said  Kusslan  buyers  of  40,000  ba'es  of  cotton  per  annum 
for  five  years. 

5.  The  securing,  with  the  aid  of  another  commerclnl  attach^,  of  on  order  by 
an  American  Arm  for  telegrnph  material  to  the  value  of  $200,000. 

6.  The  cooperation  In  this  country  by  onr  service  to  such  effect  as  to  secure 
orders  for  the  building  of  n  rallwiiy  on  the  Island  of  Formosa ;  for  the  building 
of  a  capltol  building  on  the  same  island ;  for  the  construction  of  a  iietroleum 
pii>e  line  in  Uoumunla,  and  for  a  telephone  system  for  Bergen.  In  Norway. 

Your  attention  is  respectfully  Invited  to  pages  45  to  48  of  my  annual 
rei)ort.  sent  you  under  another  cover,  In  which  letters  from  business  houses 
are  quoted  upon  this  tbenie.  and  also  to  the  report  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  which  speaks  for  itself.  It  is  the  fact,  which  I  am 
sure  you  will  be  glad  to  know  and  I  nm  equally  glad  to  be  able  to  say  It  is 
the  recognized  fact,  that  the  Deimrtment  of  Commerce  does  do  that  thing 
which  you  are,  I  believe,  mistakenly,  quoted  as  saying  It  does  not,  do,  namely, 
"actively  aid  our  domestic  and  foreign  trade  development."  The  facts  are 
open  aud  accessible  to  all.  A  message  to  the  Chicago  otSce  of  the  department 
wilt  bring  these  reimrts  to  your  desk. 

I  know  you  will  concur  with  me  In  regretting  that,  under  the  name  of  a 
gentleman  as  widely  md  favorably  kuown  as  yourself,  so  entirely  iBOOCrect 
and  misleading  a  statement  should  have  mistakenly  appeared. 

May  I  add  that,  through  other  services  of  the  Depiirtment  of  Commerce  thon 
the  single  one  with  which  I  deal  above,  the  industry  of  making  chemical 
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porcelain  boa  been  established  In  tbe  United  Btates  witliln  the  last  yenr,  and 
also  tbat  of  dyeing  and  dresslug  scoltdtins,  both  of  which  have  hitherto  l>een 
strictly  foreign  Industries. 
I  beg  to  riiiualu, 

Xoura,  very  tmly, 

(Signed)         WnxiAU  C.  Hkdfield, 

Secretary. 

CLOCKS  IN  BEUAK7)  AT  FOOCHOW. 

[Comul  Albert  W.  Pontlaa,  Foochow,  China,  Nor.  19,] 

The  Foochow  constilate  has  received  several  inquiries  of  late  con- 
cerning the  introduction  of  American  clocks  of  a  certain  kind  in  this 
districtj  and  one  enterprising  local  Chinese  firm  hiid  photographs 
made  of  five  different  clocks  for  which  a  ready  market  is  found 
throughout  this  locality.  It  is  likely  that  all  five  clocks  find  a  good 
sale  in  China  generally. 

Within  the  past  year  several  consignments  of  American  alarm 
clocks  were  importecl  locally,  but  the  demand  was  limited.  One  con- 
Eignment  of  alarm  clocks  was  delivered  at  Foochow  at  a  cost  of 
$1^5  each,  local  currency  ($0.50  U.  S.  currency),  but  even  at  this 
figure  no  business  was  done.  The  native  in  the  interior  prefers  the 
inexpensive  mantel  or  shelf  clock  numbered  4  and  5,  while  the  ^ops 
in  the  cities  invariably  prefer  the  hanging  varieties  numbered  1,  2, 
and  3  in  the  photograph  referred  to. 

Four  of  the  five  clocks  shown  in  the  photograph  are  of  Japanese 
manufacture,  every  one  of  the  clocks  being  a  distinct  style  of  the 
old  American-made  clock  sold  in  the  Far  East  many  years  ago.  The 
enterprising  Japanese  manufacturer  has  flooded  the  market  through- 
out China  with  his  wares,  still  there  is  no  reason  why  the  American 
manufacturer  should  not  get  a  good  share  of  the  clock  trade,  proy 
vidmg  he  can  compete  with  the  cheaper  clock  of  other  manufacture. 

ICoples  of  n  description  of  the  clo(^  In  demand,  the  photc^aplw,  with  the 
DOiw  iiiul  address  of  the  llriu  referre<I  to  above,  uiiiy  be  obtained  at  the  Bureau 
of  ForelK"  mul  Domestic  Commerce  or  one  of  its  lUstrlct  offices.  Refer  to  file 
Ko.  70001.] 


BEDrDEEB  BAISINa  IN  HOBTHWESTESN  CANADA. 

[ConKiiI  Cenernl  R.  E.  MaoRflcld,  Vancouver,  Bi'ItiBh  Columbia,  Cnnnila,  Dec.  20.1 

Efforts  of  the  Dominion  Government  to  propagate  reindeer  in  the 
Peace  Kiver  and  the  Great  Slave  Lake  district  in  Northwestern 
Canada  have  proven  unsucceeeful,  according  to  a  recent  report  on 
the  subject. 

Of  the  original  herd  of  50  which  were  sent  from  Labrador  in  1911 
there  is  now  but  1  survivor.  The  chief  difficulty  was  the  "bull'* 
flies  of  tbe  north,  which  drove  the  reindeer  frantic  in  the  summer. 
The  result  was  that  they  stampeded  through  the  strongest  inclosures 
their  keepei*s  could  build  and  were  lost  or  shot  by  the  Indians. 

Reindeer  have  thrived  in  Alaska,  but  apparently  the  Peace  Kiver 
«wntry  and  the  valley  of  the  Mackenzie  were  not  suitable  for  them. 
Xater  an  effort  may  b«  made  to  introduce  them  in  the  Yukon,  where 
there  seems  to  be  no  reason  why  they  shoidd  not  succeed.  ■ 
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HOBPTTKAS  TTTSPEflTlJIK  SEEETIfG  XABXET. 

(CoBBDt  E.  M.  Lawton.  Tegucigalpa.] 

A  fair  quantity  of  turpentine  is  manufactured  in  the  Tegucigalpa 
district  and  more  could  be  produced  if  the  market  justified.  A  trial 
shipment  was  made  some  time  ago  in  iron  gasoline  tanks,  but  com- 
plamt  was  made  thnt  the  iron  container  injured  the  product. 

The  Honduras  Auto  Transportation  Co.  desires  to  correspond  with 
direct  consumers  of  turpentine  as  to  price,  and  the  requisites  of  ship- 
ment and  if  wooden  casks  are  required,  it  also  wishes  information 
and  prices  on  cooperage  knocked  down.  It  has  been  suggested  that 
fi  considerable  quantity  of  turpentine  is  used  in  the  Canal  ZonCL 
whidi,  if  true,  would  afford  an  even  better  mar^,  on  account  oi 
lower  freight. 

Imports  into  this  consular  district  are  transported  in  auto  trucks 
from  the  seaport.  Owing  to  limited  exports  there  trucks  rarely  have 
return  freight  This  necessitates  a  high  charge  for  incoming  freight 
and  American  imfmrts  are  correspondingly  curtailed.  The  Honduras 
Auto  Transportation  Co.  is  seeking  additional  freight  from  the  in- 
terior to  the  coast 

HEW  BESXaV  WAHTEB  FOB  CUBAN  HATAL  UHIFOBIES. 

[Special  Agpct  Cnrrard  Harris.] 

The  general  staff  of  the  Cuban  navy  has  just  appointed  a  committee 
to  study  designs  for  a  new  uniform  for  the  officers  of  all  grades  and 
enlisted  men.  The  present  uniform,  which  is  almost  precisely  that  of 
the  United  States  Navy,  has  been  deemed  too  expensive.  It  is  also 
probable  that  while  the  committee  is  on  the  subject  new  equipment 
of  uniforms  for  the  naval  cadets  will  also  receive  attention  and  a  less 
expensive  one  substituted.  The  one  in  use  follows  closely  thnt  for  thtt 
officers  of  the  navy.  The  regjular  naval  force  of  Cuba  at  present  con- 
sists of  930  officers  and  men,  including  staff.  The  Naval  Academy  will 
soon  be  increased  in  capacity,  an  additional  training  ship  having  re- 
cently been  obtained  from  thhe  United  Sintes  Navy. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  general  stall  follows:  Comman- 
dante  Hipolito  Amado,  Capt.  Wcshington,  Senor  Mario  de  la  Vega, 
and  Dr.  Arias.  The  address  is  Castillo  de  hi  Punta,  Malecon,  Habana, 
Cuba.  Commuuicatious  sliould  be  in  Spanish. 


OVArEMAL&N  BIBECTOBY. 

The  Bureau  has  received  from  Marroquin  Hermanos,  Guatemala 
City,  a  copy  of  the  Directorio  Official  y  Guia  General  de  la  Republica 
de  Guatemala,  1015-16  edition.  It  contains  an  up-to-date  edition  of 
the  customs  tariff  in  force  and  also  the  proposed  tariff,  in  addition  to 
the  trade-marks  and  patent  laws,  commercial  and  stamp  laws,  etc. 
Part  of  the  customs  regulations,  of  considerable  interest  to  ex- 
porters, is  given  in  English  and  Spanish.  There  are  included  official, 
social,  and  professional  directories  of  the  city  of  Guatemala;  bank- 
ing, commercial,  and  industrial  directories;  and  an  agricultural 
directory  of  the  Republic.  [This  publication  may  be  inspected  at  the 
Biu-eau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.  Kefer  to  file  No. 
71099b.] 
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TXHSZVXLAV  HOTES. 

rOBnml  Homer  Brett,  Ia  Oualm.  Doe.  1.1 

3enor  Nestor  Maya,  of  Caracas,  has  been  granted  permission  to 
construct  a  private  telephone  line  20  kilometers  (12.43  miles)  long, 
horn  Caracas  to  certain  rural  properties. 

A  contract  has  been  ^tmed  for  the  installation  of  an  electric-ligh^ 
ii^plant  in  Rio  Caribe,  State  of  Sucre. 

Caracas  pap^ers  state  that  an  electric-lighting  plant  hns  been 
ordered  by  cable  from  an  American  company  for  the  city  of  Trujillo. 
The  arrival  of  the  first  automobile,  signaling  the  completion  of  a 
wagon  road  to  this  mountain  city,  was  recently  announced. 

On  November  30  the  selling  rate  for  sight  drafts  on  Nev  York  was 
5.20  bolivars  for  $1,  which  is  par.  Heretofore  the  price  has  been 
from  5.35  to  bolivars  and  the  present  drop  is  said  to  be  due  to 
heavy  shipments  of  cacao  from  La  Guaira  and  coffee  from  Maracaibo 
DOW  going  forward. 

Sr.  Ulpiano  B.  Sencial,  who  has  had  many  years'  experience  in 
scientific  agriculture  in  Mexico,  has  been  engaged  by  the  Federal 
Government  to  give  practical  instruction  to  farmers  of  the  federal 
district.  Advice  and  instruction  are  entirely  free  and  Sr.  Sencial, 
upon  request,  visits  any  farm  wherd  his  services  are  desired.  This 
constitutes  tJie  beginning  of  an  Agricultural  Department  for 
Venezuela. 

Stock  raisers  of  Barcelona  and  of  Aragua  de  Barcelona  have 
oiganized  cooperative  bodies  for  the  purpose  of  bettering  the  cattla 
of  the  district.  Assessments  are  being  levied  upon  members,  and 
whm  sufficient  funds  are  in  hand  bulls  will  be  bought  fr<«n  the  herds 
of  Gen.  Gomez. 

NXW  FEBTZXIZEB  FLASfT  FOB  NEW  ZEALAND. 

ICoDsul  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow.  Auckland,  New  Zealand,  Dec  8.1 

The  scarcity  of  fertilizer  in  New  Zealand  has  led  the  farmers  to 
organize  the  New  2lealand  Farmers'  Fertilizer  Co.  (Ltd.),  with  a' 
capital  stock  of  $2,433,250.  of  which  60  per  cent  is  offered  now  on  a 
basis  of  50  per  cent  par  value. 

This  company  proposes  to  erect  an  up-to-date  fertilizer  plant  at  a 
convenient  center  where  such  raw  materials  as  New  Zealand  can  sup- 
ply will  be  utilized  and  the  remainder  brought  in  from  other  South 
Pea  Islands.  Able  engineers  have  been  employed  and  the  farmers 
of  the  country  are  backing  the  proposition  with  the  result  that  the 
outlook  seems  good  for  New  Zealand  to  supply  its  own  fertilizer 
instead  of  depending  on  European  countries  for  these  products. 

There  should  be  an  opening  here  for  American  fertilizer  ma- 
chinery, processes,  etc.,  and  interested  parties  should  address  The 
New  &aiand  Farmers*  Fertilizer  Co.  (Ltd.),  Auckland,  New  Zea- 
land. .  

FAIB  OF  SAMPLES  AT  LTON. 

Vice  Consul  John  J.  Emster,  at  Lyon,  France,  reports  that  the 
mayor  has  extended  the  time  limit  to  make  reservations  for  the 
Fair  of  Samples  to  be  held  at  that  city  to  January  31.  A  report 
ginng  particulars  of  the  fair  was  published  in  Comuercb  Kbpobtb 
hit  January  10. 
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PETSOLEUH  IN  ITEW  ZEALAND. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  A.  'Wioslow,  Aackland,  Not.  17.1 

According  to  the  published  report  of  the  New  Zealand  Minister 
of  Mines  and  Mining,  there  are  in  the  country  15  borings  for  petro* 

leum,  varying  from  1.375  to  4,040  feet  in  depth,  of  which  five  are  pro- 
ducing more  or  less  crude  oil.  It  seems  to  be  the  general  impression 
that  more  and  better  oil  can  be  found  further  down,  and  the  New 
Zealand  Government  is  encouraging  its  development. 

The  Director  of  Geological  Survey  in  reporting  to  the  minister  of 
mines  has  the  following  to  say  about  the  future  of  the  petroleum  in- 
dustry in  this  Dominion : 

PracticoHy  all  qualified  observers  are  agreed  In  the  belief  that  the  source  of 
the  New  Plymouth  oil  Is  at  a  great  depth,  ami  thnt  probably  the  principal  oil 
horizon  will  not  he  found  at  a  niucli  less  depth  than  5,000  feet.  Clearly,  tlien, 
the  future  of  the  field  depends  on  the  result  of  deep  boring,  and  bores  less  than 
8,000  feet  In  depth  will  not  be  directly  important  in  deciding  whether  Taranaki 
possesses  a  prolific  oil  field  or  not.  They  may.  however,  in  places  be  moderately 
profituhle,  and  may  Indirectly  be  of  great  value  In  furnishing  the  structural 
<lata  of  which  at  present  there  Is  so  great  a  lack.  The  area  most  deserving  of 
being  pra'*i>ected  appears  to  be  the  strip  of  country  that  extends  for  15  miles 
soutb-southeost  from  the  Sugarloaves,  and  contains  somewhat  numerous  gas 
vents.  So  far  as  can  be  judged  from  the  data  at  present  known,  the  first  <leep 
bore  ought  to  l>e  In  the  neighborhood  of  Moturoa,  where  a  considerable  amount 
of  oil  has  alreatly  been  obtained.  Had  the  area  to  the  south-southeast  already 
mentioned  been  more  thoroughly  prospected  by  means  of  2,500  feet  to  3,000  feet 
bores,  posslUy  this  opinion  would  need  modification. 

The  output  to  date  has  amounted  to  about  780,000  gallons,  of  ivhich 

about  530,000  gallons  have  been  refined. 

MINING  NOTES  FROM  VENEZTJBUl 

[Cousnl  Homer  Bratt        Giiafni,  Dec.  4.) 

The  local  manager  of  the  gold  mine  known  as  "  Mina  El  Amparo 
reports  that  the  gross  output  of  gold  for  the  six  months  April  to 
September,  1915,  inclusive,  was  $25,443,  of  which  $17,104  was  obtained 
by  quai'tz  crushing  and  $8,330  by  cyaniding;  107  tons  of  quartz 
crushed  yielded  221  ounces  and  100  tons  of  sand  treated  with  cyanide 
gave  76  ounces  of  gold. 

Dr.  Carlos  L.  Linares,  of  Caracas,  has  been  granted  seven  mining 
claims  in  the  municipality  of  El  Callao,  State  of  Bolivar. 

Exports  of  gold  from  Venezuela  for  the  first  six  months  of  1915 
were  $680,588  as  against  only  $217,332  for  the  same  period  of  1914. 
Exjiorts  of  copper  ore  declined  from  8,049  tons  to  5,200  tons.  Mag- 
nesite,  of  which  300  tons  were  ship])ed  in  the  first  half  of  1914, 
amounted  to  3,300  tons  for  the  1915  period. 

Consular  Agent  Henderson,  at  Ciudad  Bolivar,  reports  that  the 
increased  shipments  of  gold  are  due  to  a  new  placer  discovei-y  and 
that  they  would  have  been  even  larger  had  it  not  been  for  a  serious 
outbi'eak  of  beriberi  among  the  miners. 

UACaVABIE  ISLAND  WISELESS  STATION  CLOSES. 

Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Winslow  writes  from  Auckland,  New 
Zealand,  under  date  of  December  7  that  the  Macquarie  Island  wire- 
less station  has  been  closed  for  the  time  being.  Because  of  this  the 
New  Zealand  Government  has  not  been  able  to  get  meteorological  re- 
ports from  that  source  that  heretofore  have  been  of  value,  and  then, 
the  Antarctic  Expedition  ie  also  largely  cut  off  for  the  eame  reason* 
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PKRTTiKK  ug  fBICE  USTS. 

rConsal  Fraok  W.  Mahio.  AOMterdatii.  Nettaertands.  Dee.  t.l 

Somewhat  of  an  obstacle  to  the  extension  of  trade  in  American 
products  is  the  use,  in  catalo^es  and  price  lists  sent  to  foreign 
countries,  of  terms  and  abbreviations  unlaiown  there.  For  instance, 
an  Amsterdam  importing  firm  has  just  asked  this  ccmsulate  to  de- 
cipher a  price  list  received  from  an  American  manufactoi^.  It  con- 
tained several  columns  of  figures  axkd  symbols,  the  first  item  being 
"  8c  M  "  under  the  figures  "  50,000."  Further  along, "  7c  M  "  appeared 
under  "1,000,000."  The  Amsterdam  importer  wanted  to  place  an 
order,  but  could  not  understand  the  price  list.  The  article  was  a 
small  one,  and  so  the  writer  told  the  Amsterdam  firm  that  to  the  best 
of  his  knowledge  and  belief  the  price  of  50,000  was  8  American  cents 
per  1,000,  and  the  price  of  1,000,000  was  7  American  cents  per  1,000. 
There  were  lareer  sizes  of  the  article  with  apparently  higher  prices 
enumerated  in  we  price  list,  all  bearing  th^  symbols  "  c  "  and  "  M." 

It  was  fortunate  that  the  article  was  particularly  wanted  in  this 
case,  as  otherwise  the  price  list  would  have  been  thrown  into  the  waste- 
basket,  which  is  probably  the  fate  of  most  price  lists  that  require 
translation  to  be  understood  in  foreign  countries. 

The  obvious  suggestion  is  that  no  matter  how  clearly  and  imiver- 
aalW  aU>reviati<ma  and  symbols  are  known  in  the  local  American 
trade,  it  b  unsafe  to  asmime  that  they  are  also  known  in  foreign 
countries. 

FUTTJBE  rEBTHIZEK  HAEKEX  IS  SAITTO  BOHIKOO. 

[Conaol  Prank  Anderson  Henry,  Pnorto  Plata,  Dec.  2.1 

Although  the  region  about  Puerto  Plata  is  essentiiilly  agricultural, 
fertilizers  are  not  now  imported  or  used  to  any  appreciable  extent. 
Lnnd  is  plentiful,  cheap,  and  fertile,  and  in  case  of  its  exhaustion  the 
remedy  of  clearing  and  cultivating  more  land  is  easily  applied. 
Some  time  must  elapse  and  much  educational  work  be  done  before 
there  is  a  transition  to  the  more  advanced  type  of  agriculture,  which 
is  associated  with  the  liberal  use  of  fertilizer.  It  is  believed,  how- 
ever, that  there  is  considerable  potential  demand,  which  will  some 
day  be  converted  into  an  actual  one,  especially  if  the  development  of 
the  country  proceeds  in  a  normal  manner. 

Cacao,  tobacco,  and  coifee  are  the  principal  products  of  the  region 
and  experience  has  demonstrated,  in  other  parts  of  the  Tropics,  the 
value  of  fertilizer  in  increasing  the  yields  of  these  crops.  One  cacao 
grower  states  that  he  has  used  basic  slag  with  very  satisfactory  re- 
sults, having  formerly  received  it  from  Belgium. 

The  proximity  of  the  United  States  to  the  Dominican  Bepublic 
and  its  steamship  connection  make  it  the  most  convenient  source  of 
supply  for  fertilizer. 

Large  increases  from  1909  to  1914  are  shown  by  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  the  Census  in  the  figures  relating  to  manufactures  in  Akron, 
Ohio,  which  are  presented  in  a  preliminary  statement  recently  is- 
sued. These  increases  in  the  order  of  their  importance  from  a  per- 
centage standpoint  are:  Salaried  employees,  170.9  per  cent;  salaries, 
144;  wages,  95.7;  capital,  89.2;  primary  horsepower,  80.2;  value  of 
products,  67.2 ;  value  added  by  manufacture,  86.9 ;  wage  earners,  55.8 ; 
materials,  53.4;  and  number  of  establishments,  24.4  pw  cent 
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lEON-OBE  DEPOSITS  IH  NORTHEASTESH  TEXAS. 

The  brown  ores  of  northenstem  Texas  have  been  used  to  some  ex- 
tent for  making  iron  in  snmll  local  forges  or  furnaces  in  almost  every 
county  in  which  a  good-sized  de|>osit  of  ore  occurs.  This  form 
of  industry  was  carried  on  mainly  netween  1856  and  1870.  Between 
1870  and  1909  iron  was  manufactured  from  time  to  time  in  five  or 
more  small  charcoal  blast  funiaces.  Since  the  last  of  these  furnaces 
went  out  of  blast  several  plans  have  Wen  made  to  establish  iron  and 
istoel  works  on  the  Gulf  coast,  as  well  as  at  points  between  the  ore 
lield  and  the  Oklahoma  coking-coal  field.  The  recent  conditions  of 
tne  iron  and  steel  markets  have  not,  however,  been  favorable  to  such 
enterprises,  so  some  iron  ore  has  been  shipped  to  blast  funiaces  in 
Alabama  and  on  tlie  Atlantic  seaboard. 

In  response  to  many  requests  i-eceived  by  the  United  States  Geo- 
logical Survey  during  the  last  three  or  four  years  for  published  data 
(.-onceniing  the  iron-ore  deposits  of  northeastern  Texas,  a  recon- 
roipsance  of  this  area  was  made  in  the  autumn  of  1914  by  a  Survey 
geologist,  who.  in  Bulletin  fi20-E.  which  niay*be  obtained  free  by  ap- 
jilying  to  the  (Jeological  Survey,  Washington,  D.  C,  gives  an  account 
o*"  the  early  exploration  of  these  deposits,  together  with  descriptions 
of  deposits  in  Cass,  Marion,  Morris,  and  Cherokee  Counties. 

Analyses  of  192  samples  of  iron  ore  from  the  four  counties  eon- 
f'idered  in  the  report  show  the  following  average  percentages  of 
metallic  iron:  Cass  County,  48.64  per  cent;  Marion  County,  54.91 
per  cent;  Morris  County,  54.83  per  cent;  and  Cherokee  County,  44.64 
per  cent.  As  most  of  the  so-called  brown  ores  used  in  this  country 
carry  about  45  per  cent  of  iron,  the  brown  ores  of  northeastern  Texas 
are  above  the  average  grade.  The  profitable  exploitation  of  these 
Texas  ores,  however,  probably  depends  on  the  application  of  some 
scheme  of  mechanical  concentration.  Hand  picking  is  wasteful  and 
altogether  too  ^ow  and  expensive  to  be  continued. 

AWABBS  AT  CHOSEN  EXHIBITION. 

[CoQ}^ul  General  Ranafard  8.  Uiller,  Seoul.] 

At  the  exhibition  in  commemoration  of  the  fifth  anniversary  of 
the  establishment  of  the  Government  General  of  Chosen  (Korea) 
which  was  closed  on  October  31,  1915^  after  having  been  open  for 
60  days,  the  following  American  individuals  or  firms  were  awarded 

recognition  of  their  exhibits: 

Gold  intHlal:  Coilhran-lSostwIck  I>evelopnient  Co.,  for  Its  exhibit  in  connec- 
tion with  methods  and  results  in  ci>[>t>er  mining.  Silver  mednl :  Singer  Sening 
Klachfne  Co.,  for  its  exhibit  in  connection  witli  textiles  and  their  manufacture. 
Silver  mednt :  W.  G.  Crnm,  for  his  exhibit  In  connection  with  woric  In  granite. 
Rewnnl  of  merit:  The  Oriental  fVmsondalod  Mining  Co.,  for  Its  exhibit  of 
gold  mining.  Ueu-nrd  of  merit:  The  Chlkisan  Mining  Co.,  for  its  exhibit  of 
quartz  and  plu<-er  gold  mining.  Itcwurd  of  merit:  The  Seoul  Miuiug  Co.,  for 
Its  exhibit  of  gold  miotng. 

Distriot  Offices  of  fhe  Bnrean  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Conuneroe. 

Hew  York,  Boom  409  United  States  Customhouse;  Boston^  eighteenth  toor 
Vnlted  States  Cnstomhonse;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St  Louis,  408  Third 
National  Banlc  Building;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1080 
Hibemla  Bank  Baildlng;  San  Francisco,  306  United  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
029  Alaska  Building.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Coa- 
merce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  OoDUnetoei 
Detroit,  Board  of  Commerce;  Fhiladelphla*  Chamber  of  Commerod. 
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OBOWTH  OT  JAPANESE  HEUF-BBAID  Iin)USTBY. 

[Bnmmarj  ot  so  artlele  appearing  in  tbe  Norember  Inue  of  Commercial  Japao.] 


The  importaxtce  of  the  hemp-braid  industry  to  Japan  may  be  gath- 
ered from  the  following  figures,  giving  the  exports  for  the  pa^  sev- 
eral years: 


Exported  to— 

19U 

19U 

1914 

Jaa.-Aot., 
19U. 

TJM»»im  „  |P^:; 

UaMKlndom  {P**^;; 

-  ipteoej.. 

OdwootrntriN  k^y 

r»n«ipo3t  {pj^?;: 

S.190.4S6 
ll,3Jfi,4H) 
3.88J.700 

•955.7S4 
3,6:0.&7I 
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This  constant  growth  of  the  industry  has  tempted  many  to  enter 
the  field,  and  there  has  been  a  steady  increase  not  only  in  the  num- 
ber of  factories  throughout  the  country  but  also  in  the  number  of 
exporters.  Were  this  remarkable  growth  under  organized  control, 
it  could  be  regarded  as  a  healthy  development,  but  unfortunately 
this  is  not  the  case.  True,  there  exists  a  braid  guild  whose  manifold 
duties  all  tend  to  the  betterment  of  conditions  and  to  the  restriction 
of  malpractices  in  the  manufacture  of  braid,  but  in  so  far  as  the 
production  of  the  braid  is  concerned  the  guild  has  been  unable  to 
secure  cooperation  among  producers.  *  *  *  The  palpable  remedy 
is  restriction  of  production.  While  this  is  recognized  bv  all  con- 
cerned, up  to  the  present  it  has  been  impossible  to  achieve  this  end. 


CHAHaEB  COHHEBCIAI  COHBITIOHS  IS  VIEHKA. 

[Conscl  General  Albert  Ualstend,  Vienna.  Aostrla,  Nor.  12.] 

In  the  first  autumn  and  winter  of  the  war  Vienna  jewelers,  dress- 
makers, milliners,  and  other  manufacturers  and  dealers  in  articles  of 
luxury  found  their  business  materially  curtailed.  This  autumn  the 
demand  for  articles  of  luxury  is  reported  to  be  greater  than  in  some 
years.  Jewelers  report  excellent  business,  milliners  and  dressmakers 
and  tailors  are  compelled  to  delay  customers  longer  than  usual,  and 
manufacturers  of  automobiles  have  their  books  filled  with  orders  for 
delivery  as  soon  as  the  war  is  ended. 

Some  purchasers  are  understood  to  be  those  who,  having  disposed 
of  all  their  stocks  and  being  unable  to  replenish  them,  have  no  debts 
and  more  money  on  hand  than  usual,  which  mnkes  them  think  they 
are  better  off  than  they  actually  are.  Some  purchases  of  jewelry  are 
made  by  those  who  think  such  articles  a  good  investment  in  present 
times.  Though  the  cost  of  living  has  increased,  the  wages  ot  work- 
men have  been  advanced,  and  many  of  them  have  more  to  spend  than 
ever  before,  l^re  is  plenty  of  avaiUble  capital  and  bank  deposits 
are  heavy. 
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COMMERCK  BEPOBTS, 


CONCESSIONS  TO  NEW  PLANTS  IN  FOBTUOVESE  AFRICA. 

[Vice  Consul  J.  O,  Bprncp,  Lom-eneo  UarqDeft,  Nor.  4-1 

By  virtue  of  a  recent  decree  of  the  Lisbon  Government,  granting 
special  protection  and  facilities  to  foxmders  of  industries  in  Portu- 
guese colonies,  the  Mozambique  Government  has  just  issued  a  new  law 
governing  the  estabiisliment  of  industrial  enterprises  in  the  Province, 
which  has  inspii*ed  great  interest  owing  to  exceptional  concessions  to 
those  who  furnish  capital  for  the  industries  of  the  country. 

This  law  provides  that  in  cases  where  the  public  interest  waiTants  it, 
the  exchisive  right  of  manufacturing  in  tlie-  Proviaet-may  be  granted 
when  the  respective  industries  have  not  already  been  exploited. 
When  an  industry  is  already  established,  the  exclusive  right  may  be 
granted  in  relation  to  new  processes  which  tend  to  cheapen  the  cost  of 
production  or  improve  the  system  of  manufacture.  The  exclusive 
rights  shall  be  grante<l  only  to  those  having  the  necessary  capital  and 
when  tlie  initialcost  of  installation  is  not  less  than  $5,400. 
Privileges  with  Exclusive  Xanafactnrlng  Blghtsi 

Tlie  privileges  to  be  granted,  together  with  exclusive  inaiiuf  actui'mg 
rights,  are : 

(1)  Importation,  free  of  duty,  of  all  machineiy  and  other  mate- 
rial for  the  installation  of  the  required  plant. 

(2)  Free  importation,  during  three  years,  of  raw  material  not  pro- 
duced in  the  Province,  but  which  is  neceasary  for  the  industry. 

(3)  Exemption  for  three  years  from  all  direct  taxation  on  the 
industries,  or  land  and  buildinfp$  connected  with  tliem. 

When  the  capital  of  a  new  industry,  and  the  cost  of  installation, 
are  more  than  $5,400  above  the  first  $5,400  expended,  privileges  men- 
tioned in  Nos.  2  and  3 — free  importation  of  raw  material  and  exemp- 
tion from  taxation — may  be  obtained  for  each  amount  of  $5,400,  and 
the  time  limit  will  be  extended  from  3  to  5  yeai-s. 

The  law  states  that  these  concessions  shall  be  granted  only  for  a 
clearly  defined  object,  and  shall  never  include  the  exclusive  right  of 
selling  Uie  manufactured  articles  or  the  right  of  manufacturing, 
selling,  or  importing  similar  products,  though  intimately  allied  to 
them.  The  privileges  mentioned  do  not  api)]y  to  any  industries  in 
which  the  manufactured  aiticles  in  their  finished  state  contain  more 
than  20  per  cent  of  imported  raw  material. 

Period  Kay  be  Doubled  Under  Certain  Gondltl^'iis. 

No  exclusive  rights  may  be  granted  for  a  period  of  more  than  10 
years,  except  in  the  case  where  the  capital  cost  of  installation  exceeds 
$10,800,  when  the  i)eriod  may  be  doubled. 

The  time  of  the  r  ncession,  when  under  the  established  period, 
may  be  extended  to  the  maxunum  limit  if  found  convenient  and  on 
the  approval  of  the  competent  technical  department.  Application 
for  tins  extension  of  tunc  must  be  made  6  montlis  before  the  expiration 
of  the  original  term. 

All  these  concessions  may  be  granted  by  the  local  governor  general, 
but  should  the  concessions  applied  for  refer  to  an  industry  which, 
has  already  been  established  in  Portugal,  the  export  of  whose  prod-, 
ucts  to  tlie  colonies  in  the  last  5  years  exceeded  $54,000  in  value  per 
annum,  or  should  it  refer  to  a  neAv  industry  whose  initial  cost  of  in- 
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stallation  is  less  than  $21,600.  applications  should  be  made  to  the 
Lkbon  Government  through  the  locnl  governor  general. 

It  is  expected  that  this  law  will  give  rise  to  new  industries  in 
Portuguese  East  Africa,  definite  applications  having  already  been 
made  to  start  a  paper-manufacturing  industry,  and  it  is  rumored  that 
cunent  works  and  ft  brewery  are  also  under  consideration. 


AMERICAN  CONSTJLAH  OFFICEES  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  oflBcers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
conunercial  oi^^izations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions; 


Hum. 

Port. 

Bxpln- 
Uonof 
T«nu*. 

Address. 

?Kk.  wmp  ft  

Omsda,  wnUatn  W  

Bmbv.  WIffiKt  Lji  

Vers  Gnu,  M«xleo  

Mwolbo,  Ventiwla. 
SsD  Luis  Potosl, 
Uvko. 

IWL  SI 
Jkn.  » 

Feb.  I 
Fab.  17 
Falk  U 

Depwtnwnt  of  f  tate,  Was*iln|*)n,  T>.  0. 

Burean  ot  Foreign  iu>d  DomaBtle  Com- 
merce, Room  4W,  Gusto mhouseu 
Now  York,  N.  Y. 

Wlndie^ter,  Ind. 

U3  Cburcb  SUeet,  llobIl^  Ala. 

im  Nortti  Bnsb  Stmt,  Santa  Ana,  CM. 

•  Coamit  Wtlbert  L.  BonncT  wlU  visit  San  FraDcUco,  Los  Angeles,  and  San  Dtego,  Cal., 
ud  San  Antonio.  Tez..  and  will  adriae  ttw  Chamber  ot  Commerce  In  eacb  of  these  cities  of 
Ub  arrlral  and  oddrue. 

I06W00B  BEALEBS  IH  LATIN  AXEBIGA. 

Special  Agent  Garrard  Harris  writes  from  Habana,  Cuba,  that 
l(^ood,  or  "palo  campeche,"  as  it  is  called  in  Cuba,  grows  princi- 
pdly  in  the  Santiago  district,  and  that  the  persons  most  IiKely  to 
be  able  to  furnish  supplies  are:  Edward  A.  Whiting  and  Julian 
Cendoga,  care  Ward  Line,  both  of  Santiago  de  Cuba.  He  also  has 
submitted  a  list  of  logwood  dealers  in  Central  America,  copies  of 
which  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  its  district  offices  by  referring  to  File  No.  812. 

Contract  for  Bailway  Bridges  Awarded. 

Consul  General  Edwin  S.  Cunningham,  at  Hankow,  China,  re- 
ports that  the  contract  for  the  bridges  of  the  Hankow-Ichang  Rail- 
way (German  section),  of  the  Han-Yueh-Chuan  Railways,  was 
awarded,  on  October  28,  1915,  to  the  Yangtze  Engineering  Works 
(Ltd.).  of  Hankow,  a  Chinese  firm,  for  $77,103  gold.  Five  tenders 
for  supplying  the  bridges  were  opened  on  September  25.  one  Amer- 
ican firm  being  represented.  Four  more  tenclers  were  received  later 
by  mail. 

The  United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  has  published,  as 
Serial  No.  19,  the  results  of  observations  made  at  the  Survey's  mag- 
netic observatory  at  Cheltenham,  Md.,  in  1913  and  1914.  'fhe  pub- 
lication contains  98  pages.  Copies  may  be  procured  from  the  Super- 
intendent of  Documents,  Oovemment  Printing  Office,  Washington, 
B.  C,  at  25  cents  each. 
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FOBEION  TSABE  OFfOBTUJIiTJLES. 


RM^rved  nddrffises  may  bo  obrnlncd  from  tbe  Barran  and  its  dliitrlet  oSeM.  Reqaeat 
,  -  lor  each  opiioi'tunity  sbould  be  on  a  separate  sbeet  and  tbe  We  number  xiTen. 

bigarctle  m<ichinerif.  No.  19823. — An  Aiuerlcan  cousular  officer  In  Hondcrss 
renorts  that  a  flnii  In  lils  district  riKincsts  informntlon  on  low-iiriced 
cigiirette  umcliiuery  of  fi'oin  l.UOO  to  6,000  dally  capacity.  A  crimping 
iiiuchine  Is  prcferiible,  but  tm»tInK  am\  foUllng  would  niso  be  considered. 
Trices  and  cntaloKues  are  desired  on  tbe  nbove  niacbines;  also  on  small 
cutters  for  Kbreddlug.  Corre»poudence  may  be  in  Eugtish. 

Water  pump.  No.  10824. — business  innn  lu  an  insular  [wssesslon  Informs  an 
Americnu  consular  officer  that  be  is  in  tbe  market  for  a  water  pnmp,  utlHa- 
iiig  either  gjipoline  or  petroleum,  capable  of  lifting  10  gallons  of  water  to  a 
beigbt  of  ITiO  fottt  per  second.  The  depth  of  tbe  well  is  39.30  fret.  It  la 
stated  tliat  tbe  uiau  desires  tbe  highest  grade  pump  on  tbo  murliet. 

GramopIitincH  and  musical  inxtrumentt.  No.  19825. — A  man  In  Russia  Informs 
an  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  receive  cntalognes  witii 
price  ll»t»,  diKcounts.  etc.,  from  American  manufacturers  of  gramopfaonea 
aud  musical  Instruments. 

AlumiHum  tablespoons,  shoes,  shoe  laces,  and  shoe  porlectors.  No.  19%!6. — Au 
Americnu  cousular  officer  in  Norway  writes  that  an  import  (Inn  lu  his  dis- 
trict desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of  aluminum 
tables)>oous,  shoes,  shoe  Inces,  and  shoe  protectors.  Samples,  with  cata- 
logues and  price  lists,  should  be  sent.   Corresiundeuee  may  be  in  Eugllsb. 

Cotton  cloth,  Xo.  19827. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Switzerland  writes 
that  an  export  and  Import  firiii  in  Uiat  country  desires  to  be  placed  in 
communication  with  .\iiiorlc:in  ex]M)i-t  or  commission  houses  dealing  in  raw 
cotton  cloth  "grey  sbcetlu^."   Correspondence  should  be  in  (Jermau. 

Scioiiiff  marliine-f.  No.  ]9SL*a.— An  American  lonisulnr  ofliccr  in  France  reports 
that  a  firm  In  liis  district  d<»sires  to  communicate  with  American  nianufac* 
turers  of  cheap  sewing  )iiiK'hinps.  I'rlce  lists  and  catalofnips  are  desirwl. 
Correspondence,  etc.,  may  be  In  English.  The  sewing  machines  are  »leslred 
for  tile  Madagascar  trade,  to  be  slilpi)ed  direct  from  New  York  or  via  Mar- 
seille, France,  to  Madagascar. 

Eemp  for  paper.  No.  10R29. — A  large  landowner  in  an  Island  iwsKfwhm  Informs 
an  American  consular  officer  tliat  lie  is  planning  to  jirodnce  a  large  quantity 
of  Now  Zealand  hemp  for  use  In  making  pajwr  and  mugh  sacking,  and  de- 
sires to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of  paper  or  fiber  dealers 
who  arc  In  a  position  to  buy  large  quantities.  He  also  desires  Informatlou 
as  to  how  to  market  ids  product. 

Oottonnccd  nml  peanut  oit,t.  No.  19S30. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Norway 
reports  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  quotations  and  samples  of  cottun- 
seeil  and  peanut  oils.  Only  the  liest  quality  ts  wanted.  Oorresi>oudencc  may 
be  in  English,   lleferenw  is  given. 

Bilk  poods,  etc..  No.  1IXS31. — A  business  firm  m  tbis  country  transndts  nn  inquiry 
from  n  man  in  Torto  Itico  who  desires  to  represent,  on  a  commission  basis; 
American  dealers  In  silk  goods,  etc. 

Pianos,  oronus,  fireproof  safes,  seizing  machines,  etc..  No.  19832. — A  manufac- 
turer's agent  In  South  America  informs  an  American  consular  officer  that 
be  desires  to  obtain  sole  agencies  for  piunos,  organs,  fireproof  satott,  sewing 
machines,  enameled  and  other  kitchen  utensils,  stoves  for  small  and  meillnra 
faudly  use.  oil  and  electric  heaters,  table  cutlery,  electro  and  other  plated 
wares,  electric  cooking  utensils,  clocks,  knlfe-cI caning  machines,  ail  kinds 
of  trntiks  and  traveling  i)!igs.  sliawl  blankets,  cniTiets,  rugs,  linoleum,  l>ed- 
steails,  cots.  i)erambu!ators,  refrigerators,  erector  nuKlels,  and  rugs.  Befei> 
ences  are  given.  Corre.siHtndonce  should  be  In  English. 

Agricultural  mavhiucs  aud  iiiiplcuicnts.  No.  19S33. — An  American  consular  officer 
In  Itussia  transmits  an  Inqnli-y  from  a  firm  In  his  district  which  Is  In  the 
market  for  pgrlcuitnrnl  macliines  an<]  Implements.  Correspondence  should 
he  in  Itnsslan.  I'rices,  weights,  and  lilmenslons  should  be  stated  In  Russian 
equivalents.  Quotations  c.  1.  f.  Vladivostok,  wltb  coodltloos  of  paymenti 
etc.,  should  lie  sent  Immediately. 
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PBOFOSED  TARIFF  BEVISIOH  IN  FOBIUOAL. 

[Consul  General  W.  T.^  Lowrle,  Ldebon,  Dec.  22.] 

As  previously  reported  by  the  Consul  General  at  Lisbon  (see  Com- 
XERCB  Reports  for  Dec.  28,  1915),  a  commission  has  been  Appointed 
by  the  Portuguese  Government  to  revise  the  tariff  law  of  Portu^l, 
wd  it  is  expected  that  a  report  will  be  submitted  within  two  or  three 
months  for  the  approval  of  Parliament.  Many  of  the  classifica- 
tions of  the  present  customs  tariff  are  considered  to  be  too  general, 
and  a  radical  revision  of  the  entire  law  is  planned  by  the  commis- 
fiion.  The  chairman  of  the  commission,  Senhor  Carlos  Gomes,  states 
that  suggestions  from  United  States  chambers  of  commerce  will  be 
welcomed. 

[Those  intending  to  submit  memoranda  regarding  modifications 
desired  in  the  interests  of  United  States  export  trade  should  do  so 
without  delay,  and  it  is  suggested  that  such  communications  be  sent 
to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  which  will  trans- 
mit them  to  the  Department  of  State  with  appropriate  recommen- 
dations.] 

ALTTHnmU  IN  NOBWAT. 


According  to  the  Dutch  I^egation  in  Stockholm,  an  extensive  all 
ntiin  smelter  is  being  organized  at  Hiiyanf  jord,  Norway,  where  t 


lumi- 

w    ^  .      .     ,  „  there 

is  a  waterfall  which  may  f umisli  C0,000  horsepower.  It  is  proposed 
to  develop  20,000  hoi-aepower  at  once,  to  provide  for  the  production 
of  4,000  tons  of  aluminum  per  vcnr.  The  capital  stock  of  the  com- 
pany is  fixed  at  $3,350,000,  of  which  $2,680,000  is  subscribed.  The 
oanks  of  Christiania  and  Bergen  have  declared  a  willingness  to  under- 
write a  loan  of  $1,000,000  for  the  company. 

A  number  of  bauxite  beds  have  been  secured  in  southern  France, 
where  the  ore  will  be  worked  into  oxides  and  shipped  in  this  concen- 
trated form  to  Korway  for  the  final  conversion  into  metal  by  elec- 
ttical  furnaces. 
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CUBAN  BABEEI  MABKET  ACTIVE. 

[Special  Agent  Garrard  Harris,  Uabana,  Dee.  22.] 

Prices  of  barrels  in  Cuba  are  higher  now  than  at  any  time,  owing 
to  the  great  demand  frpm  Europe  for  mm  and  alcohol.  The  barrels 
for  these  two  commodities  are  of  best  quality  white-oak  staves  and 
heads.  They  are  iron  hooped,  eight  hoops  to  the  barrel,  each  hnop 
being  1^  by  inches.  Hoops  have  also  advanced  in  price.  Normally 
they  sell  for  $46.i>0  per  long  ton.  the  present  price  being  $:">3. 

For  rum  and  some  grades  of  alcohol,  barrels  of  140  gallons  are 
preferred,  although  half  barrels  of  68  to  70  gallons  are  now  being 
used  and  some  of  50  j^allons  capacity  are  in  demand.  Usually  the 
barrels  are  imported  m  "  kn^^ckdown  "  shape,  it  being  cheaper  both 
as  to  freight  and  duty ;  but  the  demand  is  so  great  at  present  that 
assembled  barrels  are  being  shipped  in.  Prices  for  material  for  a 
140-gallon  barrel  of  first  class,  new,  are  about  $8  delivered  at 
Habana;  and  the  68  to  70  gallon  barrel  is  $3.60,  and  50  gallons,  $3.20. 

Alcohol  of  high  proof  (95  per  cent  and  over)  for  use  in  the  manu- 
facture of  smokeless  powder  is  exported  in  metal  drums  of  about  a 
barrel  capacity  or  in  specially  prepared  wooden  barrels  with  a  prep- 
aration of  wax  on  the  interior  to  prevent  the  liquid  coming  in  contact 
with  the  wood,  which,  it  is  claimed,  discolors  it  and  affects  its  chemi- 
cal properties,  rendering  it  unfit  for  the  purpose  of  powder  making. 

The  various  breweries  of  the  island  use  a  considerable  amount  of 
casks  for  shipping  bottled  beer  throughout  the  interior.  These  casks 
are  generally  made  of  gum  wood,  or  oak,  with  elm  hoops.  The  staves 
are  28  by  2f  inches  and  heads  ai'e  17  inches.  There  are  six  hoops  to  a 
cask.  Material  for  a  cask  costs  3^  to  36  cents  at  Habana. 

[A  list  of  Importers  and  asers  of  barrets  and  cafiks  In  Cuba  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  one  of  Its  district  oflkes. 
Befer  to  file  No.  823.] 

ELECTBIC  LIGHT  FOB  DOMUnCAN  CITIES. 

[Consul  Frank  Andersnn  Henry,  Puerto  Plata,  Dee.  31.] 

The  Compnnia  An6nima  Dominicana  de  A<ru:i,  Luz  y  Fuerza  Mort- 
riz  inaugurated  its  service  of  water  and  electricity  in  the  city  of  San- 
tiago de  los  Caballeros  on  December  11.  Santiago  is  the  largest  city 
in  this  district  and  the  second  in  the  Republic,  having  a  population 
estimated  at  15,000, 

The  above  company,  which  is  financed  by  American  capital,  has 
supplied  electricity  to  Puerto  Plata  since  May,  1913,  and  its  future 
plans  include  the  construction  of  a  hydroelectric  phnt  and  the  instal- 
lation of  electricity  in  the  interior  towns  of  Moca,  La  Vega,  and  San 
I'\-ancisco  de  Macoris.  (American  representatives  of  the  above  com- 
pany ai'e  Sloore  &  Co.,  12  I*emberton  Square,  Boston,  Mass. 


Canadian  Sugar  Uarket. 

Consul  Felix  S.  S.  Johnson,  at  Kingston,  Ontario,  reports  that  the 
highest  price  reached  for  standard  granidated  sugar  on  the  Canadian 
market  during  1015  was  $6.80  per  hundredweight,  in  February,  from 
which  time  the  price  gradually  decreased  to  $6.05  at  the  end  of  Sep- 
tember, f,.- 
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BECEIPTS  OF  FISH  AT  NEW  EHGLAin)  FOBTS. 

The  fishing  fleet  landing  fish  at  Boston  and  Gloucester,  Mass., 
and  Portland,  Me.,  during  December,  1015,  inc-Imled  215  steam  and 
sail  vessels.  These  vessels  landed  at  Bcston  248  trips  aggregating 
5,775,359  pounds  of  fish,  vahied  at  $186,65fi;  at  Gloucester,  399  trips 
aptgreeating  9,165,577  pounds,  valued  at  $206,048;  and  at  Portland, 
119  trips  amounting  to  666,958  pounds,  valued  at  $2i>.391.  The  total 
for  the  three  ports  amounted  to  766  trips  aggregating  15,607,894 
pounds  of  fresh  and  salted  lish,  having  a  value  to  the  tishennen  of 
1415,095. 

The  figures  for  the  three  ports  in  kinds  of  fish  landed  are: 


KlDdof  Ash. 

Foonds. 

Value. 

Klndofaih. 

Ponnds. 

ValDS. 

rod  

1.1 ro  tt'O 

67U  400 
137  900 
411  ■»2 
18.750 
27-796 
197.953 

m  73'. 

112  403 

17.J-2B 
2.371 
6,(03 

S.lM'i 
6.;  01 

0 1  Duoes'  er — Con  t  iDUftd. 
Halibul  

27,41(1 
R,  152, 40) 

13.  m 
14S,3B4 

Haddoelc  

Hoke  

Total  

PoU  ck  

9. 1(W..'77 

20a.O43 

Cusk  

Halibnt  

rortland: 

Cod  

2?7.272 

2e9,3aft 

41).  4  9 
41,041 

2.  m 

6,  Ml 

11.996 
2,313 

65) 
1,080 

292 

Total  

i.77.%.X3 

lS6,ftS6 

Gknieesien 

Cod  

679,370 
U  097 
f».40S 
2.313,; 31 
13.:  4J 

17,119 
IKS 
2.?4S 

39,771 
llO 

Uallbut  

666, 9S8 

22,391 

Hak«  

~15,C0i,884 

BEUANB  FOB  FBINT  FAF£B  IN  NEW  ZEAIANS. 

[Conaol  General  Alfrtd  A.  Wlnslow,  Auchland,  Dec.  8.] 

There  has  been  a  serious  shortage  of  print  paper  in  New  Zealand 
owing  to  the  increased  demand  on  account  of  the  increased  circula- 
tion of  newspapers,  and  the  demand  is  on  the  increa.se.  The  imports 
for  the  fii-st  10  months  of  1915  were  valued  at  $902,765  against 
?872,860  for  the  same  period  in  1914. 

Previous  to  1914  Ureat  Britain  supplied  more  than  any  other 
country,  with  Canada  next,  but  now  Canada  is  well  in  the  lead. 
The  urgency  became  so  great  that  the  newspaper  intei'ests  in  this 
country  chartered  a  steamer  and  sent  it  to  British  Columbia  for  a 
3,000-ton  cargo  of  print  paper.  Print  paper  is  dutiable  at  21  per  cent 
ad  valorem  under  the  general  tariff  with  a  reduction  of  20  per  cent 
ad  valorem  if  imported  from  the  Briti.sh  dominions;  but  even  at 
this  American  interests  might  get  some  business  here  since  it  is. a 
question  whether  Canada  will  w  able  to  meet  the  demands. 

Print  paper  is  quoted  here  now  at  4  to  5  cents  per  pound  wholesale. 

Agents  of  American  Finns  in  Eastern  Qreece. 

Consul  General  Alexander  W.  Weddell,  at  Athens,  rejiorts  that  lie 
Koently  inaugurated  a  card-index  system  covering  especially  Ameri- 
can firms  who  have  agents  or  sole  representatives  in  tlie  district.  In 
order  to  make  this  index  as  complete  as  pos.sible  it  is  reqiiestiul  that 
his  office  be  informed  of  the  names  of  any  representatives  or  agents 
which  American  firms  may  have  in  that  portion  of  Greece. 
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TEE  FBTJIT  TRADE  OF  TASHAKIA. 

rCoDBul  W.  A.  Blck>!ra,  Hobnrt,  Dec.  9.1 

The  apple  export  season  has  practically  closed  and  the  total  ex- 
ports amounted  to  1,(>47,()00  bushel  cases.  Of  this  quantity  4OO,O()0 
cas-es  were  shipped  to  England  while  the  rest  was  sent  to  the  other 
States  of  Australia.  Considering  the  fact  that  the  crop  was  materi-. 
ally  atfected  by  the  drought,  this  large  volume  of  exports  exceeded 
the  most  sanguine  estimates,  as  shipments  for  the  former  season, 
which  was  a  record  one,  were  approximately  2,000,000  cases.  Prices 
were  satisfactory  and  the  season  proved  a  profitable  one  to  all  growers 
except  in  some  localities  where  the  crop  was  practically  a  failure, 

C»p  Prospects. 

Prospects  for  the  coming  crop,  which  will  begin  to  find  its  way  on 
the  market  about  the  first  of  March,  are  bright;  there  is  every  indica- 
tion of  a  heavy  yield  of  fine  quality  for  all  varieties  except  the  3cai^ 
let  Pearmains,  which  seem  to  nave  oeen  adversely  aifected  by  the  cold 
weather  during  November.  Orchardists  are  sanguine  over  market 
and  shipping  conditions,  as  there  will  be  the  usual  heavy  demand  from 
the  Australian  States,  and  the  Commonwealth  Government  has 
promised  them  ample  refrigerated  space  for  shipments  to  England. 
Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  export  of  700,000  cases  to 
Kngland,  and  it  is  probable  that  more  space  will  be  available  if  neces- 
san^ ;  the  freight  rate  has  been  fixed  at  79  cent's  per  bushel  case. 

Small  fruits  are  now  being  marketed  in  large  quantities.  The  yield 
is  heavy ;  in  fact  there  is  such  a  large  crop  of  these  fruits  that  normally 
there  would  be  a  glut  on  the  market,  hut  fortunately  the  local  jam 
factories  obtained  heavy  contracts  for  jam  for  the  British  Army 
and  are  taking  all  fruits  offered  at  satisfactory  prices.  At  present 
the  jam  factories  are  paying  $1.50  per  bushel  for  plums  and  apricots, 
and  6  to  10  cents  per  pound  for  berries,  while  choice  qualities  of  these 
friiits  bring  higher  prices  from  local  dealers. 

KECEin!  COTTON  STATISTICS. 

A  preliminary  report  issued  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of 
Census,' Department  of  Commerce,  gives  the  cotton  consumed  in  the 
United  States  during  December.  191.').  as  554,725  bales  and  for  the  five 
months  ended  December  31,  2.532.599  bales.  There  were  1.857,663 
bales  on  hand  in  consuming  establishments  on  December  31.  com- 
pared with  1,343,229  bales  on  the  same  date  in  1914,  and  5.191.188 
bales  in  public  storafre  and  at  compresses,  figainst  5,137.902  bale?  in 
1914.  Linters  not  incliideH  above  were  78.855  bales  consumed  during 
December  in  191.5  nnd  25.247  bnles  in  1914,  211.231  bales  on  hand  in 
consuming  establishments  on  December  31.  1915.  and  99.571  bales  in 
1914.  and  149.203  bales  in  public  storage  and  at  compresses  in  1915, 
and  73.891  bales  in  1914.  Linters  consumed  during  five  months  ended 
December  31  amounted  to  357,822  bales  in  1915  and  135,675  bales 
in  1914. 

Tiie  Imports  of  foreign  cotton  during  December,  1915,  amounted  to 
43.f)79  bales  (of  500  p<nuids  each),  compared  with  32.293  bales  for 
the  same  month  in  1914.  of  which  37.001  bales,  compared  with  25,526, 
came  from  Egypt.  The  exports  of  domestic  cotton  and  linters  dur- 
ing December  were  558,319  running  bales  against  1,202415  bales  in 
1914.  ;  .  1 
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UXUSUAL  FIBERS  TimiZED  IH  TEZTIIE  INDUSTRY. 

IVice  Consul  H.  W.  RelDgartDer,  Vtenna.  Austria,  Dec.  13.] 

In  a  recent  issue  tlie  Handelsmuseum  published  some  interesting 
facts  on  the  utiiizatiun  Df  nettles,  broom,  hops,  and  other  native 
plants  of  Austria  as  raw  miiterial  for  the  textile  industry,  to  coun- 
teract the  falling  off  in  cotton  and  wool  imports.  These  plants  have 
in  former  times  sei*ved  as  substitutes,  but  have  been  almost  for- 
gotten of  late  years.  Machines  have  been  adapted  to  prepare  the  raw 
material  and  successful  trial  spinnings  of  the  fiber  made. 

Foremost  among  them  the  common  nettle  {Urt'ica  dwica)  deserves 
mention.  This  yields  an  excellent  textile  fiber,  white  in  color  and  very 
firm.  The  dwarf  nettle  (i7.«mw)  is  likewise  a  good  substitute.  Nettle 
fiber  was  known  in  ancient  Kgypt,  and  in  the  Koman  Empire  as  well, 
where  it  was  used  in  lieu  of  hemp  by  the  lower  classes  of  the  popu- 
lation. The  best  fiber  is  obtained  from  nettles  newly  cut,  but  old 
and  dry  plants  may  be  rendered  suitable  for  use  by  soaking.  If  the 
fibers  are  boiled  in  soap  water  for  1  to  2  hours  they  can  be 
brought  to  a  fineness  resembling  silk.  The  further  manipulation  is 
like  that  of  hemp  and  flax.  Nettle  fibei"s  are  now  valued  at  700  to 
1,000  crowns  ($142  to  $203  at  the  normal  rate  of  exchange)  per  ton. 

Another  vegetable  fiber  known  in  former  times  is  tlie  common 
broom  {Genista  pUosa^  G.  geifnanica,  and  G,  angliea),  often  men- 
tioned in  connection  with  aifa  and  esparto  grasses  and  much  resem- 
bling the  hemp  fiber.  The  stems  of  the  hop  plant  (Ilumuhis  lupulua) 
contain  a  very  tough  fiber  which  is  much  employed  in  rope  making 
and  also  in  the  production  of  cloth.  Unbleached  hop  cloth  differs  in 
appearance  from  ordinary  linen  only  in  its  yellowish  tint,  but  it  may 
easily  and  quickly  be  bleached.  The  basket  willow  (osier),  from  the 
fibers  of  which  a  useful  raw  material  for  the  textile  industry  is  gained, 
may  prove  a  good  substitute  for  jute. 

Besides  those  named  above,  there  grow  plentifully  in  the  Dual  Mon- 
archy, especially  in  the  swampy  regions  of  southern  Hungary,  num- 
bers of  other  plants,  various  kinds  of  reeds  and  rushes,  from  the  stems 
of  which  fibers  may  be  obtained;  and  a  material  called  "  forest  wool " 
may  be  made  from  the  green  leaves  and  needles  of  the  common  pine 
and  fitr  by  boiling  to  softness,  separating,  and  bleaching. 

GOLD  LEAF  HEEDEB  IN  SPAIN. 

[Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Ilurst,  Barcelona,  Dec.  4.] 

Gold  leaf  is  becoming  scarce  in  Spain,  and,  apprehensive  of  in- 
jury to  their  trade,  the  Barcelona  union  of  gilders  has  appointed  a 
commission  to  study  the  possibilities  of  establishing  a  local  plant 
for  the  manufacture  of  gold  leaf  such  as  is  used  in  gilder's  work. 
At  present  there  is  but  one  concern  in  the  country  making  this  special 
article,  and  it  can  not  possibly  supply  the  constant  domestic  demand. 

The  best  quality  gold  leaf  has  been  imported  from  England  and 
the  less  expensive  grade  from  Germany. 

In  connection  with  the  proposed  factory  the  best  machinery  will 
be  re<^uired,  and  American  makers  in  this  line  would  do  well  to 
write  in  Spanish,  sending  catalogues  and  price  lists  to  the  head  of 
the  ^nunission  [whose  name  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  one  of  its  district  offices.  Sefer 
tofileNo.  70818J. 
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SUIT  CASES  AKD  UrOOAOE  CAARIEBS  IS  INDIA. 

[Consnl  James  Ollrer  LalDfc,  Karachi,  Nov.  30.] 

There  is  a  gfood  sale  in  the  Karaclii  consular  district  for  various 
kinds  of  luggage  rolls,  suit  cases,  and  Gladstone  bags.  As  everyone 
coming  to  or  leaving  In  lia  must  travel  by  boat  and  make  a  long 
voyage,  many  bags  must  be  used  in  order  to  have  changes  of  clothing 
and  various  conveniences  in  staterooms. 

Railway  travel  in  India  is  somewhat  primitive.  Each  traveler 
carries  his  oWn  bedding.  There  is  therefore  a  good  demand  for 
rather  large  canvas  rolls  (called  "holdalls")  a  yard  or  more  long, 
bound  with  leather  and  having  very  strong  straps.  A  thin  mattress 
(rather  more  like  a  thick  quilt  than  a  mattress),  trgether  with 
sheets,  and,  in  cold  weather,  blankets,  are  carried  in  this  roil. 

Hveli  TniTeUiig  Aboat  In  India. 

The  European  population  of  Tndia  is  rather  a  roving  one.  Army 
officers  are  constantly  being  shifted  from  post  to  post;  civil  officials 
are  in  the  same  position,  an  I,  owing  to  the  vast  territories  under  their 
charge,  commissioners,  police  officials,  collectors  of  taxes,  and  others 
sometimes  travel  several  months  in  the  year.  In  traveling  in  India 
one  must  take  a  great  deal  with  him.  Hotels  are  bad;  oS  the  beaten 
path  there  are  only  dak  bungalows  or  travelers'  shelters,  which  sup- 
ply a  roof  and  very  simple  food,  such  as  eggs,  a  chicken,  or  a  few 
canned  articles.  All  this  means  that  the  luggage  of  the  traveler  is  of 
importance. 

Officials  here  usually  make  a  yearly  camping  trip  through  their 
disti'icts  to  hold  durbars  in  the  remote  villages.  These  durbars  are 
merely  more  or  less  formal  meetings  of  the  British  head  of  the  dis- 
trict with  the  head  men  and  people  of  the  villages  to  hear  com- 
plaints, settle  boimdaries,  right  wrongs,  and  inspect  accounts  of 
native  officials.  The  camps  of  these  traveling  officials  are  large  af- 
fairs as  the  heat,  dust,  and  other  inconveniences  are  so  great  that 
the  health  of  the  travelers  would  suffer  if  they  did  not  I.ave  many 
conveniences.  This  necessitates  a  monumental  amount  of  baggage. 
Often  a  dozen  camels  and  several  oxcarts  accompany  such  a  camp, 
and  two  complete  outfits  of  tents,  floor  rugs,  bathtubs,  tables,  etc., 
ore  carried.  One  of  the  two  outfits  is  always  sent  on  a  day's  march 
ahead,  and  the  camp  is  ready  when  the  officials  arrive.  "V^Tien  it  is 
remembered  that  a  camel  will  calmly  walk  off  with  400  to  500  pounds 
on  his  hack  the  amount  of  baggage  carried  in  one  of  these  camps  may 
be  appreciated.  Large,  heavy  canvas  and  leather  rolls  are  largely 
used  for  carrying  this  luggage. 

Factory  at  Cawnpore — Prices. 

■  There  is  only  one  factory  near  this  district  which  makes  suit  cases 
and  hags.  It  is  in  Cawnpore,  in  the  consular  district  of  Calcutta, 
but  does  considerable  business  in  Karachi.  Many  traveler's  articles 
are  impoitod.  however.  There  is  also  quite  a  large  busine^  here  in 
traveler's  second-hand  articles.  People  leaving  the  country  usually 
turn  over  all  their  bungalow  appurtenances  to  a  second-hand  dealer 
to  be  sold.  The  old  and  battered  bags  are  often  disposed  of  to  natives 
iind  new  ones  bought  to  go  home  with. 

The  leather  suit  cases  sold  here  are  natural  color  or  tan.  Black  i$ 
almost  never  used.  They  are  cloth  lined  and  have  a  lock.  A  ckm 
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22  by  14  by  6  inches  is  priced  $11.36 ;  the  24  by  16  by  7  inch  size,  $13 : 
26  by  16  by  8  inch,  $14.25 ;  28  by  17  by  8  inch,  $16.25.  The  "  holdall 
is  made  usually  of  brown,  sometimes  green,  waterproof  canvas. 
It  is  lined  and  leather  bound  and  ordinarily  has  a  large  outside  pocket. 
A  36  by  60  inch  roll  or  "holdall"  is  priced  $7.15;  the  30  by  50  inch 
size,  $6.50;  the  28  by  48  inch  size,  $6.  These  quotations  include  a 
canvas  lining;  with  twiil  lining  the  cost  is  in  each  instance  $1.15  less 
than  the  prices  just  given. 

.  [A  ILst  of  Knracbi  merchants  who  handle  suit  cases,  traveling;  bags,  and  lug- 
gage carriers  may  be  had  upon  appUcation  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domes- 
tic Commerce  or  Its  district  offices ;  refer  to  file  No.  71072.  ] 


DTCItEASED  TRADE  OF  AUSTBAUA. 

[Consul  General  J.  I.  BrUtnln,  Bydaoj-,  Nor.  US.} 

Tlie  two  countries  benefiting  mostly  in  Australia  in  consequence  of 
the  war  are  the  United  States  and  Japan.  The  latter  has  an  advan- 
tage over  the  former  so  far  as  shipping  facilities  and  fnnght  rates 
are  concerned.  The  regular  lines  of  Japanese  passenger  and  freight 
steamers  plying  between  the  ports  of  Japan  and  Aii.stralia  afford 
facilities  for  promoting  trade. 

The  placing  of  a  third  steamer  on  the  line  between  San  Francisco 
and  Sydney,  by  the  Oceanic  Steamship  Co.  will  focilitate  trode 
between  these  ports.  It  would  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  Oceanic 
Steamship  Co.  and  the  traveling  public  if  this  company  could  add 
to  its  fleet  ships  of  a  greater  tonnage  and  more  modem  constrnction 
BO  far  as  passenger  accommodation  is  concerned.  Lack  of  sufficient 
cargo  space  and  frequent  sailings  between  United  States  and  Aus- 
traUan  ports,  combined  with  excessive  freight  rates,  wnee  the  war, 
have  greatly  curtailed  the  American  trade  with  Australia. 

Another  means  of  promoting  Japanese  trade  has  been  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  Japanese  bank.  While  American  banks  are  establish- 
ing branches  in  South  America,  would  it  not  be  advisable  to  investi- 
gate conditiotis  in  Sydney,  with  a  view  to  establishing  an  American 
bank  here?  Certainly  the  enormous  increase  in  trade  between  the 
two  countries  would  at  least  warrant  serious  investigation  on  the  part 
of  American  bankers.  The  increased  tendency  on  the  part  of  manu- 
facturers and  jobbers  to  send  to  Australia  resident  salaiied  salesmen 
should  be  further  encouraged. 


CirSTOMS  BECEIPTS  AT  BIO  BE  JAITEIBO. 

[Consul  General  A.  L.  H.  Oottectaalk,  Rio  dc  Janeiro,  Braill,  Dec.  14.] 

Tlie  receipts  at  the  Rio  de  Janeiro  customhouse  for  the  first  11 
months  of  1915  amounted  to  16,894,234  gold  milreis  ($9,227,030 
U.  S.)  and  33,007,443  paper  milreis  ($8,251,860),  contrasted  with 
23.780,845  gold  ($12,989,098)  and  37,140,686  paper  ($9,285,172)  in 
the  corresponding  period  of  1914;  and  44,145,944  gold  ($24,112,515) 
and  66,612,030  paper  ($16,653,008)  in  January  to  November,  1913. 

For  the  complete  year  1914  the  customs  collections  at  this  port 
totaled  25,150,397  gold  milreis  ($13,737,146  U.  S.)  and  39.592.027 
paper  milreis  ($9,898,007) :  for  the  complete  year  1918,  47,823,887 
gold  ($26^76,027)  and  72,874,701  paper  ($18,093,675). 
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CAJTABIAH  CITT  TO  CHANGE  FOBU  OF  DEBENTUBES. 

[Vice  Contnl  Irrlng  N.  Unnell,  Prince  Bnpert,  B.  C,  Dec.  lO-I 

The  city  of  Prince  Rupert,  British  Cohimbia,  has  given  notice  that 
it  will  apply  to  the  Provincial  Parliament  of  British  Columbia,  at  ita 
next  session,  for  an  act  authorizing  the  city  to  change  the  redemption 
provisions  for  its  debentures  from  the  sinking-fund  plan  to  the 
annuity,  installment,  or  serial-bond  phm.  and  tn  shorten  the  term  for 
which  these  debentures  were  originally  authorized  to  be  issued. 

Ill  general,  it  is  asked  that  debentures  which  were  previously 
authorized  to  be  issued  for  a  term  of  50  years  be  now  changed  to  a 
80  year  term ;  the  40-3'ear  securities  to  a  26-year  term ;  and  the  20  and 
15  year  securities  to  10  years.  Autliority  is  also  asked  to  provide  for 
raising  a  rraerve  fund  to  insure  prompt  payment  of  annual  install- 
ments under  the  new  plan,  to  the  amount  of  $50,000  for  the  present 
authorized  indebtedness  and  $20,000  for  each  additional  $1,000,000. 

Comparatively  few  of  the  authorized  debentures  of  this  city  have 
ever  been  issued  or  sold:  instead,  temporary  nrtes  of  the  city  have 
been  sold,  and  some  of  the  debentures  authorized  have  been  hypothe- 
cated to  the  Bank  of  Montreal  as  security  for  money  advanced. 
Authority  will  be  asked  from  the  Provincial  Parliament  to  provide 
for  temporarily  financing  the  bonds  by  the  issue,  renewal,  or  reissue 
of  temporary  notes  for  not  more  than  five  years  from  the  date  of  such 
issue,  renewal,  or  reissue,  pending  the  sale  of  the  bonds. 

AVhile  the  annual  cost  to  the  city  will  be  somewhat  increased,  the 
ultimate  saving  in  interest  charges  will  be  great  by  reason  of  the 
shorter  term  of  the  bonds,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  new  serial  bonds 
for  shorter  terms  will  prove  more  acceptable  to  investors  than  the 
old  debentures,  whose  redemption  was  provided  for  by  sinking  funds. 


PBOS?EBITT  OF  JAPANESE  TEA  lEABE. 

[Japan  Advertiser,  Not.  0.1 

Tea  transactions  are  now  ended  for  the  present  year.  The  trad© 
was  on  the  whole  prosperous,  owing  to  increased  consumption  in 
the  belligerent  countries  and  to  smaller  exports  from  China,  India, 
and  Ceylon  because  of  the  scarcity  of  shins.  The  export  of  Japanese 
tea  to  Canada,  the  United  States,  and  Russia  saw  a  remarkable  in- 
crease. The  amount  shipped  from  Kobe,  Yokohama,  Shimizti,  and 
Yokkaichi  during  the  five  months  from  May  to  September,  1915, 
reached  33,151,708  pounds,  showing  a  gain  of  4,709,007  pounds  over 
shipments  in  the  like  period  of  1914. 

The  tea  crop  itself  was  rather  poor,  the  amount  picked  being  15 
or  20  per  cent  less  than  in  the  preceding  year,  especially  in  the  lower 
grades.  However,  the  lower-quality  leaves  were  dearer  by  about 
100  per  cent,  and  the  value  of  the  exports  up  to  the  end  of  Septem- 
ber totaled  13,802.047  yen  ($6,873,419),  an  increase  of  2,178,028  yen 
($1,084,657)  as  compared  with  the  1914  figures. 

This  prosperity  experienced  this  year  may  be  due  to  the  special 
circumstances  created  by  the  war;  an^  permanent  improvement  in 
trade  depends  solely  upon  manufacturing  tea  most  stated  to  foreign 
taste. 
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AUSTBI&K  ENCOUEAGEUENT  OF  BESEABCH  WOBE. 

[Consal  General  Albet-t  Halstead,  Vienna.  Dec.  2.1 

The  Austrians  are  always  interested  in  promoting  research  and 
experimentation  along  engineering  lines.  Thou^  no  definite 
amounts  are  provided,  certain  stipends  are  given  to  students  and 
teachers  through  the  mathematical  and  natural  philosophy  group  of 
the  Academy  of  Science  which  has  funds  .applicible  to  such  pur- 
poses. '1  hese  grants  vary  from  yenr  to  year  and  range  from  400 
crowns  ($81 )  as  a  minimum  up  to  l,t>00  crowns  ($;i'25)  as  a  maximum. 
The  amount  granted  depends  entirely  upon  the  circunistnnces  in  each 
case,  such  as  the  importance  of  the  research  to  be  undertaken,  and 
the  financial  condition  of  the  student  or  professor. 

In  the  matter  of  research  work  that  is  apt  to  be  valuable  to  military, 
naval,  or  other  departments  of  the  Austrian  Government  each  branch 
affected  thereby  takes  great  interest  in  such  work  and  encourages  it. 
An  agreement  exists  between  the  Military  Geographical  Institute 
and  certain  departments  of  the  war  ministry  with  the  university  :ind 
the  technical  school  in  connection  with  such  research  work.  At  the 
war  ministry  it  is  more  especially  the  department  called  "Militar 
technisches  comite  "  which  is  intrusted  with  carrying  on  all  researches 
and  investigation  of  such  character,  and  which  in  case  of  necessity 
puts  itself  in  touch  with  the  technical  faculties  and  scientists.  The 
advance  of  technical  science  is  watched  with  the  closest  attention, 
but  there  is  no  actual  cooperation.  In  cases  where  the  individual 
engaged  in  research  work  requires  an  honorariiun  because  of  hia 
financial  wants,  provision  is  made,  but  there  is  no  definite  and  specific 
allowance  regularly  made  for  such  purpose. 


AMEEICAN  COKSTJLAB  OFFICERS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions : 


Nama. 

Post 

Fxplra- 
Uon  ot 
vaniia. 

Addren. 

Vera  CrtiE,  MctIto  .... 
Marecalbo,  Vene  -uela. 
Sbd  Luis  Potosi, 
Mexico. 

Jan.  31 
Jan.  31 

Feh.  1 
Foh.  17 
Feb.  13 

Pepartn»ntoffta»,Washinpton,T).0. 

Bureau  of  Forelgo  and  Domealo  Com- 
merce, Room  409,  Customhouse, 
Ne  V  York,  N.  Y. 

WIncheeler,  Ind. 

153  Church  Street.  Mohfle.  Ala. 

10OS  North  Bu^  Street,  Santa  Ana,  CaU 

*  Consul  WUbert  L.  Bonne;  wiU  visit  San  Frauclsco,  Los  Angelps,  and  San  Diego.  Cal.. 
and  San  .\ntonio.  Tfx.,  and  wiU  advlae  the  Cliaml>er  of  Commerce  In  each  of  these  cities  oi 
Us  arrlTRl  and  addreae. 


District  Officei  of  the  Bureau  of  Poreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Hew  Tork,  Boom  409  United  States  Customhouse;  Boston,  eigrhteenth  floor 
ITnlted  States  Cnstomhouse;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Louts,  402  Third 
Hational  Bank  Building;  Atlanta.  521  Post  Office  Buildlug;  New  Orleans.  1020 
Bibemla  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  306  United  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
832  Alaska  Building.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland.  Chamher  of  Com- 
Beroe;  Cincinnati,  Chamher  of  Commerce;  Zos  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commeree; 
Sctratt,  BootA  of  Commeroe;  f  hUadelpUa,  Chamber  of  Commeroe. 
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AHEBICASS  HAT  BIB  ON  SEVEBAL  SPAHISH  PBOJECI& 

[Consul  Robertson  Uoney.  Madrid,  Not.  22.] 

■  Public  improvements  on  a  large  scale  are  contemplated  for  Madrid. 
Under  the  Spanish  law  relative  to  protecting  domestic  labor  and 
supplies,  foreigners  may  not  compete  in  the  bidding  on  certain  of 
these  improvements,  but  the  mayor  has  notified  the  American  consu- 
late that  bids  will  be  received  for  supplying  the  following: 

New  building  for  the  municipal  laboratory:  cost  to  be  about 
$150,000. 

Twenty-five  automobile  street  sprinklers,  equipped  with  sweepers. 

Five  automobile  sti'eet  sprinklei-s,  equipped  also  with  automatic 
collector  of  refuse. 

Eighteen  automobile  street  sprinklei-s  with  wide  spray. 

Twenty  automobile  dump  carts  for  collection  of  street  refuse. 

Thirty  automobile  dump  carts  for  removal  of  tin  cans,  etc.,  from 
private  nouses. 

Three  thousand  metal  refuse  receivers  for  street  use. 

One  hundred  small  hand-drawn  or  hand-pushed  carts  for  street 
refuse. 

The  total  cost  of  these  vehicles  is  to  be  about  $500,000. 

Construction  and  equipment  of  factory  to  extract  ammonia,  fer- 
tilizer, etc.,  from  refuse  collected;  cost  to  be  about  $200,000. 

Automobile  ambulances  and  sealed  automobiles  for  transporting 
infected  clothing,  etc.,  to  laltoratory;  cost  to  be  about  $50,000. 

[All  article  Rivlnff  Instructions  for  bidding  on  Government  contracts  In  Spala 
was  piiblisiied  In  Commeik  ic  llKiDitTS  for  June  20,  191;*.  A  list  of  jwsslble  nRCnts 
for  American  houses.  !n  Madrid,  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Rurenu  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  offices.    Refer  to  flie  No.  70,531.] 

FHniFPim:  sattan  fboduciion. 

[Consul  (lenpral  Goorgo  E.  Andereoa,  IlongkoDg,  Nov.  12.1 

The  securing  of  experts  for  the  gathering,  classifying,  and  curing 
of  rattan,  which  has  been  undertaken  by  the  government  of  the 
Philippines  in  connection  with  its  efforts  further  to  develop  the  rattan 
production  of  the  islands,  has  been  found  much  more  difficult  than 
was  anticipated.  The  industry  at  Hongkong  and  other  centers  of 
distribution  has  been  found  to  be  in  a  peculiar  state.  Singapore, 
vhence  most  of  the  raw  material  is  derived,  seems  to  be  of  little  im- 
portance in  the  handling  of  the  product  save  as  a  transsliipment  port 
for  rattan  from  Malacca,  Borneo,  the  Dutch  East  Indies,  and  the 
southern  islands  of  t!»e  Philippines.  In  Hongkong  it  has  been  found 
that  experts  capable  of  classifying  the  raw  material  into  grades  are 
not  able,  whether  from  ignorance  of  languages  or  for  other  reasons, 
to  impart  that  knowledge  to  the  Filipinos.  The  plan  of  the  Philip- 
pine Government  has  been  to  instruct  the  forest  rangers,  as  well  as 
men  among  the  uncivilized  tribes  which  do  most  of  the  gathering, 
in  the  classifying  of  the  rattan,  and  also  to  introduce  some  knowl- 
edge of  the  industry  to  the  j>eople  in  general  through  the  Bureau  of 
f)ducation;  but  present  indications  are  that  it  will  he  difficult  if  not 
impossible  to  secure  such  a  combination  of  industrial  expert  and 
teacher. 

Local  TrepaxatloB  of  Cane. 

Eepresentatives  of  the  government  and  of  the  rattan  furniture  in- 
iustry  in  tbe  Philippines,  who  have  been  sent  to  Hongkong  to  investi- 
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gate  the  process  of  preparing  the  rattan  for  use,  have  been  successful; 
and  it  is  likely  that  hereafter  the  Philippine  industry  will  use  Philip- 
pine rattan  direct  instead  of  exporting  the  cane  to  Hon2;kong  for 
treatment  and  then  reimporting  the  prepared  material.  'Ihe  matter 
is  of  ccnsiderable  importance  since,  with  the  use  of  cane  prepared 
abroad,  rattan  furniture  made  in  the  Philippines  often  contains  more 
than  -20  per  cent  of  foreign  raw  material,  and  as  such  is  admitted  to 
the  United  States  only  upon  the  i>a^m  nt  of  the  usual  customs  tariff 
duties;  while  with  the  use  of  Philippine  cane,  or  of  material  from 
abroad  constituting  no  more  than  20  per  cent  of  the  finished  product 
in  value,  the  goods  are  admitted  free  of  duly.  Under  present  condi- 
tions the  rattan  exported  has  been  increased  in  value  many  times  by 
preparation  in  Hongkong.  The  practical  knowledge  of  how  to  pre- 
pare the  cane  for  use  will  also,  of  course,  result  in  greatly  increased 
export  of  the  prepared  rattan  from  the  Philippines.  The  complete 
investigation  of  the  subject  by  representatives  oi  the  Philippine  Gov- 
ernment in  the  past  few  months  has  e^own  that  the  actual  exports  of 
rattan  from  the  islands  have  been  much  greater  than  was  realized, 
but  that  they  have  been  mostly  of  unclassified  rattan  from  the 
southern  islands  sent  via  Singapore  and  other  oriental  ports.  It  is 
hoped  that  much  of  this  trade  can  soon  be  carried  on  direct  from  the 
Philippines. 

TENEZTTELAir  IMPORTS  OF  LUKBEB. 

[CoDknl  lloiDpr  Brett,       Onalra.  Dec.  4.] 

In  Venezuela  nearly  all  houses  are  of  adobe  or  concrete  construc- 
tion with  tiled  roofs  and  floors  and  comparatively  little  lumber  is 
used.  There  is  srme  local  production  in  the  Marncaibo  and  Orinoco 
districts,  but  this  is  largely  of  hardwood,  and  in  other  sorts  of  woods 
cost  of  getting  out  and  of  local  transportation  are  so  high  as  to  limit 
consumption. 

The  import  tariff  is  drawn  so  as  to  favor  the  local  sawing  industry. 
Timbers  of  pine  or  pitch  pine  25  centimeters  ( 10  inches)  or  more  in 
thickness  are  admitted  free  of  duty,  and  therefore  almost  all  the 
lumber  imported  is  10  by  10  inches  or  larger.  Official  statistics  show 
that  in  1913  5.021  metric  tons,  of  2.204  pounds  each,  valued  at 
$145,351.  were  imported:  in  1914,  2.439  tons,  worth  $52,694;  and  in  the 
first  half  of  1915  only  349  tons,  valued  at  $8,854.  These  figures  are 
for  all  Venezuela.  According  to  the  TjH  Guaira  Harbor  Corporation 
the  arrivals  of  timber  at  that  port  for  1913  and  1914  were  1,90(\  and 
S,860  tons,  respectively. 

Ijumber  usually  comes  to  Venezuela  in  sailing  vessels  from  Gulf 
ports.  One  schooner  during  1915  brousrht  a  mixed  cnrgo  for  the 
Government  that  included  a  small  quantity  of  creosoted  piling,  but 
no  lumber-lnden  vessel  has  come  to  La  Guaira  since  November,  1914. 
There  is  little  building  going  on  in  the  coimtry.  still  lumber  stocks 
are  low.  General  business  is  steadily  improving  and  there  should 
soon  be  a  demand  for  as  much  timber  as  Venezuela  ever  buys  abroad, 
which  is  not  a  great  quantity.  Imports  to  a  great  extent  will  depend 
upon  the  fraigftt  rates,  as  those  prevailing  for  the  last  year  have  been 
more  than  the  traffic  could  bear. 

IThe  names  and  addresses  of  the  prlnrlpnl  Importers  of  timber  In  Venezuela 
mav  be  obtnlnert  froni  the  Bureau  of  Forpitrn  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  at  ono 
«t  its  district  offlcea.  Befer  to  file  No.  70487.]  '     \  '  ' 
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P17£BT0  BOLIVAR-AMAZON  RAILWAY  OF  EOUABOR. 

IConsuI  General  Frederic  W.  Coding,  Quayaqull,  Nov.  20.] 

The  surveys  of  the  important  project,  the  Puerto  Bolivar- Ama7on 
Railway  of  Ecuador,  are  nearly  complete,  the  staking  of  the  line 
from  the  coast,  at  Puerto  Bolivar,  to  a  point  37  miles  beyond  the 
city  of  Loja  having  been  accomplished.  The  chief  engineer  states  that 
the  first  section  is  nearly  straight  to  Machala,  continuing  to  Santa 
Hosa,  thence  to  Torata  Pass,  and  ascends  the  hill  at  Garanta  de  Pinas. 
From  there  it  descends  to  cross  the  Colera.  Amarilla,  Luis,  and  Em- 
bocas  Rivei-s,  rising  to  the  pass  of  Santa  Ana,  whence  it  descends  to 
a  point  85  miles  from  the  coast. 

On  the  second  section,  the  line  ascends  to  Toronche  Pass,  and  de- 
scends to  the  Catamayo  Valley,  crossing  the  Guayabal  and  La  Toma 
Rivers.  From  there  it  again  rises  to  the  Cajanuma  Ridge,  to  descend 
until  it  readies  the  city  of  Loja,  105  miles. 

The  third  section  niak^  a  considerable  curve  between  Loja  and 
La  Toma,  so  as  to  reach  a  carboniferous  region,  and  then  crosses  the 
fertile  and  extensive  valley  between  the  Malacatos  and  Catamayo 
Rivers.  The  surveys  and  staking  for  87  miles  of  tliis  section  have 
been  finished  and  approved. 

At  least  eight  tunnels  will  be  constructed  within  five  miles,  at  a 
point  75  to  80  miles  inland.  One  of  these  will  be  at  Toronche  Pass, 
extending  1,283  feet,  and  another  through  Cajanuma  Ridge,  483  feet 
These  ai*e  the  longest. 

The  tctal  amount  required  to  complete  the  stndies  of  the  227  miles 
already  made  is  $49,157,  or  $216.55  per  mile,  which  is  70  per  cent  of 
that  estimated. 

[References  to  progresa  on  this  railway  line  were  mnde  In  Daily  Consular  and 
Trade  Reports  for  Apr.  IC,  July  17,  and  Aug.  25.  1914.] 


MOTOB  GAAS  VSS  CEIBA,  HONDURAS. 

[Consul  FmnclB  J.  Over,  La  Ceiba,  Dec.  G.] 

La  Ceiba,  with  a  population  commonly  estimated  at  7,000  (for  no 
accurate  census  has  ever  been  taken  and  the  larger  part  of  the  popu- 
lation \b  native  and  nomadic),  has  a  total  of  10  motor  vehicles.  All 
have  been  in  use  about  one  year,  and,  as  there  is  no  one  here  who  is 
qualified  to  do  repair  work,  it  is  not  improbable  that  there  is  busi- 
ness in  this  line  awaiting  some  handy  man  who  may  drop  in  at  just 
the  right  time. 

The  two  automobiles  first  brought  here  were  hired  out  as  taxis, 
or  "jitneys,"  and,  although  there  are  roads  extending  but  a  mile  to 
the  west,  a  mile  and  a  half  to  the  cast,  and  perhaps  a  mile  to  the 
south — the  city  fronting  to  the  noi-th  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico — the 
owner  of  the  cars  was  rushed  with  business  at  $1  a  I'ide,  the  peso 
being  at  that  time  worth  about  $0.40  gold,  and  at  the  present  time 
$0.35.  The  trips  took  20  minutes,  and 'as  soon  as  the  passengers  had 
alighted  the  cui-s  were  filled  by  a  new  crowd.  At  present  all  the  cars 
here  except  one  are  used  as  public  vehicles,  and,  while  the  early  re- 
ceipts of  $100  and  over  daily  have  dwindled  with  the  multiplication 
of  vehicles  and  the  wearing  out  of  the  novelty,  the  owners  of  the 
cars  seem  to  be  doing  a  fair  business.  They  have  almost  driven 
horse-drawn  vehicles  mnn  the  streets. 

There  may  be  some  business  later  for  auto  trucks,  but  at  present 
the  railroad  brings  merchandise  direct  from  the  ship's  side  and  un- 
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loads  it  in  front  of  the  customhouse,  whence  it  is  delivered  by  small 
trucks  drawn  to  the  stores  by  a  single  horse  or  small  mule. 

The  city  is  doing  considerable  \vork  on  the  streets  in  the  business 
section,  surfacing  them  with  clny  and  gravel,  but  the  streets  end  at 
the  edge  of  the  city.  The  roads  are  little  better  than  trails.  The 
mountains  come  to  within  4  or  5  miles  of  La  Ceiba  on  the  south. 
They  are  steep  and  rugged  and  can  be  travei-sed  only  on  foot  or  by 
■pack  animals.  Even  firewood  is  brought  into  the  city  on  pack  mules. 
There  is  little  likelihood  that  roads  will  be  extended  into  the  country 
soon,  for  the  communities  that  can  be  reached  at  an  expense  not 
prohibitive  are  unimportant,  consisting  chiefly  of  Indian  villages. 
Until  there  are  more  and  better  roads,  the  automobile  market  will 
inci*ease  very  slowly. 

AHEBICAir  GOODS  15  AKOOLA  AHB  KOHOO. 

IVIce  Consul  Harry  A.  McBiide,  Bo  ma,  Kongo.! 

Actual  sales  in  Angola  of  American  sewing  machines,  type> 
writers,  cash  registers,  brass  beds,  and  a  cemeni-block  press  nave 
resulted  from  Trade  Opportunities  and  from  catalogues  furnished 
by  the  Doma  consulate  general.  Further,  an  Angola  machinery 
importer  placed  an  order  for  a  fiber-extracting  machine  of  European 
make  throvgh  a  local  afrent,  but  negotiations  with  the  furnisher  were 
unsatisfactory  and  addresses  of  American  manufacturers  were 
sought.  These  were  supplied  indirectly  through  this  office.  A  letter 
recently  received  from  a  New  York  jnanufacturer  states:  "We  are 
now  snipping  a  fiber-extracting  machine  to  Loanda  (Angola), 
*  *  *  and  we  feel  sure  that  the  practical  demonstration  which 
we  are  now  able  to  put  before  the  growers  of  southwest  Africa  will 
result  in  greater  interest  on  their  part  and  in  future  orders." 

A  report  referring  to  railway  material  for  Angola  was  made 
the  subject  of  a  confidential  circular  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce,  with  the  result  that  two  American  exporters 
sent  in  bids  for  furnishing  rails,  but  the  final  pui'chase  was  made 
from  a  French  fiitn  that  had  alreadj[  been  in  communication  with 
the  buyers.  Tlie  company  was  much  interested  in  the  catalogues  of 
American  material  and  rolling  stock  received  and.  on  account  of  the 
present  difficulty  in  obtaining  this  sort  of  merchandise  from  Europe, 
it  is  probable  that  at  least  small  orders  for  additional  supplies  will 
go  to  the  United  States. 
Boma  Orders  for  Floor  and  Motor  Boats. 

A  report  from  the  Bomn  consulate  general  on  the  market  for  flour 
in  Kongo  resulted  in  a  local  firm^s  receiving  offers  from  Ameiichn 
millers  one  of  which  has  since  been  accepted  and  up  to  the  present 
nbout  12  tons  of  American  flour  have  been  purchased.  This  has  givei 
entire  satisfaction,  and  another  firm  is  now  arranging  to  import 
American  flour. 

A  local  banker  inquired  at  the  Boma  consulate  general  for  cata- 
logues and  information  concerning  American  motor  boats.  As  he 
could  neither  read  nor  write  English,  extracts  from  the  catalogue* 
were  translated  for  him.  and  the  boat  he  finally  chose  was  ordered 
for  him  through  this  office.  It  arrived  in  good  condition.  The  boat 
has  attracted  considerable  attention,  serving  as  a  good  advertise- 
ment for  American  craft,  and  there  are  now  two  other  prospective 
motor-boat  buyers  in  correspondence  with  firms  in  the  United  States* 
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FACZPIC  COAST  TSEES  DESIBED  FOB  WESTEKN  HOBWAT. 

tCoDsol  Maurice  P.  Dunlap,  Stavangcr,  Nov.  20.] 

The  satisfactory  transplanting  of  trees  from  America's  Pacific 
Coast  to  western  Norway  has  become  a  matter  of  interest  to  Stavan- 
ger's  fore-sti-y  usf-ociation.  This  society  has  this  month  combined  with 

a  similar  society  in  Bergen,  and  the  new  "  West  Coast  Trial  Station  " 
has  decided  to  send  on  expedition  to  America  next  spring  to  bring 
back  more  tre4?s. 

The  American  varieties  of  greatest  interest  to  Stavanger  forestei*s 
are  the  Douglas  and  Sitka  pines.  In  1692  several  of  the  former  were 
planted  in  this  district,  and  they  have  proved  a  success.  In  another 
coast  town,  about  COO  miles  north  of  hera,  where,  however,  the  climate 
is  similar,  both  varieties  have  thriven. 

There  are  at  present,  it  is  stated,  but  two  kinds  of  native  coniferous 
trees — the  pine  and  the  fir — that  are  seen  on  Norway's  western  coast. 
The  chief  forester  of  the  new  association  has  called  attention  to  the 
fact  that  thei'e  are  400  varieties  of  such  trees,  many  of  which  might 
prove  suited  to  this  West  Coast  climate.  It  is  mild  in  winter  and  cool 
in  summer,  and  there  is  much  rain.  In  many  ways  it  resembles  the 
climate  of  our  State  of  AVashingtou,  and  it  is  to  that  State  in  par- 
ticular that  the  new  expedition  expects  to  go. 

ICany  Trcs  Introduced  la  Past  Teari  Without  Success. 

Tliis  section  has  long  had  a  crying  need  for  more  trees,  and  there 
have  been  many  introductions  in  past  years  which  have  not  proven 
successful.  This,  according  to  forestry  experts,  is  iKcanse  due  con- 
sideration has  not  been  given  to  the  original  environment  of  the  va- 
riety introduced.  A  (ierman  variety  of  fir,  wlrch  seemed  a  remark- 
ably good  forest  tree,  was  planted  here,  but  did  not  do  well.  The  Si- 
berian silver  fir,  used  to  severe  inland  weather,  has  not  made  good 
in  this  locality,  although  it  has  done  well  in  parts  of  northern  Nor- 
way. The  Austrian  fir,  fiom  the  mountains  of  southern  Europe,  has 
been  tried  with  a  similar  lack  of  success,  and  the  white  pine  has  also 
done  poorly  here,  although  it  would  seem  to  have  better  soil  condi- 
tions and  a  milder  climate  than  in  its  original  habitat.  The  Pacific 
coast  introductions  are  expected  to  do  better  than  those  from  the 
inland  sections  mentioned. 

The  district  of  Stavanper's  new  tree  nursery  expects,  within  a  few 
yeai*s,  to  send  out  1,500,(H)0  plants  annually.  Here  it  is  exiwctefl  to 
try  out  some  of  the  new  varieties  from  America.  Trees  usually  grow 
very  slowly  in  this  section. 


RESTTITS  OF  FOREIGN  TBABE  OFFOBTUHITIES. 

American  Consul  Franklin  D.  Hale,  Huddersfield,  England,  writes 
that  as  the  result  of  the  publication  of  Foreign  Trade  Opportunity 
No.  15393  in  Commerce  Keports,  a  business  man  in  his  district  has 
been  placed  in  correspondence  with  a  number  of  American  manufac- 
turei*s;  that  he  has  purchased  and  received  goods  amounting  to  about 
$600;  and  that  he  expects  to  enlarge  his  trade  materially.  He  states 
that  the  manufactui-ers  have  treated  him  most  generously,  and  to 
Us  entire  satisfaction,  in  regard  to  some  of  the  goods  that  were 
admittedly  imperfect  when  received. 
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PSOFOSALS  FOE  O0V£SNH£NT  SUFFXIES  AND  COKSTAUCTION. 


(CorreAptmdence  Bhoald  be  direct  wttfa  the  offlcen  Dam<>d,  and  specIScattons  can  amially 
tw  obtafDM  at  the  points  where  the  gooda  are  to  bp  delivered  or  the  work  1b  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  the  time  limit  Ir  too  short  to  permit  ilrnw  to  submit  tenderB, 
tlier  Khoald  ask  to  be  placed  od  the  mailing  lUts  of  such  offloea  to  receive  notices  calllns 
for  future  eappllea  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Panama  Canal  supplies.  No.  2882. — Senled  proposals  will  be  recoived  at  the 
office  of  the  General  Purchasing  Oflicer  of  the  Panama  Canal.  Wa.shinfcton, 
D.  C,  until  January  24.  1916,  for  furnishing  by  steamer,  free  of  all  chnrpes, 
on  dock  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  I'ort  of  Ancon  (Bnilma,  Canal 
Zone)  (Pacific  port).  Isthmus  of  Panama,  stay-bolt  Iron,  switch  points. 
cast-Iron  wheeta,  brake  beams,  managanese-ateel  dipper  lips,  ulckel  chrome 
Bteel  dipper  teeth,  meat  storage  track  etystem,  roof  ventilators,  cast-iron 
lamps  and  brackets,  bolts,  mule  shoes,  toe  calks,  bronze  bars,  copper  bars, 
'  bnuts  DUts.  sheet  Iea«l,  gate  valves,  grease  cups,  whitewash  brnshcs,  scrub 
■  bnishc>8.  cluster  brushes,  paintbrushes,  leather  beltlne,  rubber  valves,  hose, 
packing,  asheRtos  gaskets,  sa.ih  cord,  plumb-bob  cord,  burlap,  clieesecloth, 
,  bunting,  cotton  canvas,  tarpaulins,  nibbing  felt,  marline,  emery  cloth, 
sandpnper,  oilcloth,  magnesia  pipe  covering,  butcher's  blocks,  window  glass, 
teaspoons,  granulated  cork,  lump  chalk,  calcium  carbide.  lye.  potassium 
chlorate,  metal  polish,  soap,  memorandum  books,  cardboard,  and  paper. 
(Circniar  No.  1003.) 

lAghthouite  tender  repairs.  No.  2SS3. — Seale<l  proposals  will  be  received  by  the 
Lighthouse  Inspector,  on  board  the  Lighthouse  Tender  Kukui,  at  Seattle, 
Wash.,  until  January  31,  1916.  for  docking,  painting,  and  reimlrlnc  Llght- 
house  Tendn-  KukuL  Further  information  may  be  obtained  by  addressing 
the  Ufththnuse  Infl|>ector,  Ketchikan,  Alaska,  or  by  application  to  the  master 
of  the  vessel  after  Its  arrival. 

Bittentian  platform.  No.  2884. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  January  1916.  for  an  extension  to  the  mailing  platform  at  thM 
United  States  Post  Office  and  Courthouse  at  IVtrolt.  Mich.  Drawings  and 
specifications  may  be  obtaine<l  from  the  Superintendent  of  Construction, 
United  States  Post  OfHce  and  Courthouse,  Detroit,  or  at  the  offlce  of  tho 
Supervising  Architect.  Washington. 

Medical  xupplieti.  No.  2Si^. — Sealed  proposnls  will  lie  received  nt  the  Medical 
Supply  Depot,  U.  S.  Army,  543  Greenwich  Street.  New  York,  N.  T..  until  Jan- 
uary IT.  1016.  for  fumisbing  and  delivering  commode  buckets;  ground. free 
light  and  cautery  tranaformi>r ;  colorimeter;  extra  ffiana  tubes  tw  color- 
imeter; lamps  for  urethroscope;  test  tubes;  Queen  utility  tables;  Gntch 
beds;  curved  bistouries;  screw  compressors;  counting  cbnmber;  shallow 
howls;  straight  cups;  soup  phites;  inigntors;  operntlng  kuives;  needles; 
hiird  rubber  pessaries;  proctoscope:  scalpels;  sphygmomanometer;  and 
instrument  trnya. 

Varv  Department  Hupplict.  No.  2SSC. — Senled  proposnls  will  be  received  at  the 
Bure;)U  of  Supplies  juid  Accouuls,  Navy  Department.  \\';'8hlii^ton.  D.  C.  for 
the  supply  of  the  following.  Bidden^  desiring  to  submit  pro|>na;tls  should 
apply  to  the  Bureau  of  Supplies  )m<l  Accounts,  giving  the  schedule  uuiabers 
desired:  Schedule  0201,  cotton  waste;  sclie-lule  92ii2.  steel  ois^ings.  cold 
rolled  machinery  steel,  nod  steel  forgings;  scbeiule  9203.  recoil  steel  springs 
and  Inp-welded  steel  tubes;  schedule  9204.  cotton  fire  bose.  rubber  fire  liose, 
unliued  linen  fire  hose,  and  rubber  gurden  hope;  scheilule  i)2(ir>,  pnlnt  drier, 
petroliituni.  p;ilnt  iind  vnrnish  remover,  iiad  tiiliow;  st-beiUiie  0200.  butter- 
nut, standing  lights,  unbienciied  muslin.  No.  2  luike  ovoiis.  dock  swnbs,  b>ilf. 
nnrt-half  wire  solder,  sheet  tin  iind  tinned  plsite,  iind  wrought  pipe;  schedule 
92(17.  uncut  mica,  rod  jind  sheet  hnrd  rubber,  poitible  ventilating  sets,  jrnd 
terminid  tubes  and  fittings;  schdule  020S.  intcrioi"  connminicMtioii  ciihle, 
silicon  bronze  nntenmi  wire,  double  conductor  wire,  nnd  .sinsle  conductor 
wire:  schedule  9200,  fire  chiy;  schedule  0210.  deck  bolts  nnd  nuts,  pig  lead, 
ami  sheet  le'-^d ;  schedule  0211.  fire  clay,  sheet  rublier.  composition  nuts,  low- 
pressure  gate  ravlcni.  .tud  low-pressure  globe  and  check  valves;  schedule 
1^2.  radio  tmnsmitting  sets;  sehcdule  9213.  radio  receivers  and  wnve 
meters;  schedule  0214.  riidio  tmnsmitting  sets;  schedule  9215.  round  ndjust-' 
able  dies;  schedule  9210.  comt'lete  exhauster  with  controller  nnd  spnre 
pnrta.  plumblug  supplies,  imd  worm-getired  jncks;  scheiule  9217.  search- 
light mirrors  and  relief  wfetf  valves;  and  schedule  9218,  O.  P.  O.  cap 
devices  and  Jerseya 
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[Wliere  addiessn  are  omitted  they  may  be  obrafoed  from  ttic  BNr«a«  or  Ita  dfH<rlet 

Fruits,  No.  19834.— A  cominerclnl  a^ent  of  tlie  Bureau  reports  that  a  firm  la 
Biiizll  desires  to  commuuicate  wfth  American  dealers  in  fruits. 

ifachtnerv.  No.  19835. — A  firm  In  Peru  writes  tliat  It  desires  to  receive  cata- 
logues, price  lists,  etc.,  from  American  manufacturers  of  macliinery  and 
tools  for  ailtivatiriE  peanuts,  maclilnery  for  tlie  manufacture  of  peaunt 
products,  fiber  maclUnery,  cacao  maclilnery,  and  cacao  driers. 

Paper  and  ticinc.  No.  19R.S0. — .\n  American  consular  officer  In  Prance  reports 
that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  pnrclinse  3  tons  of  white  sulphurized 
paper,  IS}  by  29|  inches,  and  1  ton  of  twtne.  Quotations,  samples,  and 
terms  of  sale  shouhl  be  sent.  Correspondence  should  bo  la  French.  Sam* 
pies  of  the  pajMjr  and  twine  (lesire<l  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its 
district  oRices.    (Rpfor  to  file  No.  71000.) 

Glataicarc,  No.  19837. — A  connnercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  reports  that  a  finn  In 
tlie  Netherlands  wishes  to  purchase  all  kinds  of  table  glassware. 

Machinery,  No.  19838. — A  man  In  Gi-eece  writes  that  he  is  in  the  market  for 
machinery  for  making  absorbent  cotton  and  surgical  dre^islngs.  Ue  also 
states  tliat  he  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  from  manufacturers,  of  ail  kinds 
of  machinery. 

Raitusay  frriyht  ears,  No.  19830. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Portugal  re- 
ports that  a  firm  lo  his  district  is  In  the  market  for  or>eu  railway  freight 
cars,  with  a  capacity -of  10.  12, 15,  and  20  tons,  and  a  gauge  of  l.tWu  meters 
(about  5.46*2  feet).  Cash  will  he  paid  against  documents.  OoiTesiiondence 
may  be  In  Engllsli. 

Busts,  and  umbrella  frames.  No.  19S40. — A  finn  In  the  United  States  trnnsialtB 
an  Inquiry  from  a  man  In  Siiain  who  desires  to  communicate  with  American 
manufacturers  of  busts  in  clotli,  paper,  and  satin,  with  5  agraffes;  and 
uml)reihi  frames. 

Linen  yarm.  No.  19841. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  reiiorts  that  a  firm 
in  the  Netlicrlauds  desires  to  establish  conueetlons  witli  an  American  manu- 
facturer of  linen  yarns. 

Steel  axles,  wheels,  tires,  safety  sifftiaU,  etc.,  No.  19842. — An  American  consular 
offi<'er  In  Spain  reports  that  a  company  in  his  district  is  in  tlie  market  for 
steei  axies,  wheels  and  tires  for  trolley  cars,  rails,  switch  points  and  A'ogs. 
safety  signals  with  operating  apparatus,  Iron  and  steel  beams,  lumber,  and 
all  classes  of  building  material.  At  present  the  firm  Is  In  urgent  neeil  of  a 
lathe  for  turning  wheels  and  exMa.  The  gauge  of  the  line  Is  1.445  meters 
(about  4  feet  8|  Inches).  It  ts  alfto  stated  that  the  firm  will  soon  be  in  the 
market  for  equipment  of  a  connecting  line  of  about  2}  miles,  consisting  of 
torn  first-class  cars,  suitable  for  suburimn  traffic,  overhead-trolley  system. 

Pmntruttia  tools,  emery  grinders,  tte..  No.  19843. — ^The  Bureau  Is  informed  by 
on  American  consular  officer  In  Norway  (hat  a  firm  In  his  district  deslrea 
to  receive  samples,  catalogties,  and  price  Wfta  fi"om  Amencnn  mamtfae- 
turers  of  pneumatic  tools,  emery  grinders,  tools,  and  other  tei'hnlcal  ap- 
pliances. Cash  will  be  paid  against  dm-uments.  Corresimnden^v  nmy  be  In 
English. 

Lamtinc,  No.  108-14. — An  American  consular  officer  in  England  n»jH>rts  that  a 
firm  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  quotations,  c.  1.  f.  British  ports,  from 
American  firms  supplying  lanoline. 

Ola«s,  telephone-  system,  electric  cloclca  und  hells,  etc..  No.  19845. — An  American 
consular  ofilcer  In  one  of  the  neutral  Eun)[>ean  ctmntries  states  that  a  firm 
which  Is  building  a  post  office  In  his  district  is  In  the  market  for  11.000 
square  meters  (about  118.300  square  feet)  of  prismatic  glass,  extra  trans- 
parent, 8  centimeters  (nlwut  li  inches)  thick;  interior  telephone  system 
connecting  200  rooms ;  250  electric  clocks ;  2."»0  electric  bells ;  150  desk  key- 
boarda  with  from  4  to  6  electric  bells  each;  and  pneumatic-tube  system, 
diameter  of  tubing  about  3  Inches.  Correspondence  should  be  In  Spanish. 
AVelghts  and  measurements  should  be  stated  In  the  metric  system.  Dis- 
counts, terms,  and  full  details,  accompanied  by  Hlustrattons  or  pliotograpbs, 
should  lie  fnridshed. 


wAsniKOTos :  ootrrvmrkt  mitriKo  omn :  im 

Digitized  by ' 


Google 


JAN^^1916 


t3(3MMERGE  REPORTS 

DAILY  CONSUtAR  AND  TRADE  RETORTS 
ISSUED  DAILY  BY  THE  BUREAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE 
DEFARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 
For  tale  bj  ibe  Superinteadeot  at  Documcnta,  WttbnisuM,  D.  C.>  at  ^.50  |xr  ycv 

No.  13       Washington,  D.  C,  Monday,  January  17  1916 


CONT 
Fait*. 

lbrk«l  for  AnMrieui  sulphor  ta  Oiwm  309 

B«'l«rpftcl<-iti<  roTKispei  reported  210 

Mulrat  (Of  lea  bcr  mod^  In  fioutti  AMea  310 

Amerieui  positiraln  South  Afrkaa  mukeu..  311 

Anwriouis  to  build  n«w  port  fn  Paraguay  Zll 

Ho  (mjodice  ^inst  American  goods  211 

Uquidatton  ol  Oerman  Qnnstn  HooAoiiK....  213 
Annoal  raport  oKhe  Bnmuof  StanoAnb  ...213 

Japanese  uvincs  banki  214 

Cnuus  Bnreati'j  MOd;  of  American  deotb  rate  215 

Hongkoog'salFareliemdiKirT   21S 

OaofMni  Japane^  |:e  rotonm  tnarket  ...  217 

Tlenenrly  opened  commercial  port  of  Ptikow.  218 

Bar^iiyr  lumber  acrois  the  Qolf.  219 

Coii^l  uetioa  wo  It  330 

Isd  a's  marfcot  for  solid  aOver  cups  and  orna- 
ments  323 

UilUnjtofrlce  223 

Handicaps  to  tradhie  with  P-ench  lado-Ctalna  :33 

Lancashire  cotton -eptnntaig  iceord  226 

Terms  lued  in  tLe  cotton  udustry  IBS 


ENTS. 

Fa^ 

Newfotrndland  west  ooast  herrfiiK  fIshecT  .  230 

Drop  In  Imports  will  leduceSpain'scoat  supply  237 
Hotor  tmcks  needed  for  Canary  Islaodi  prod 

nets  238 

NorwBT  a  po^iUe  marlret  fw  optical  eoods ...  229 
Frelgbi  rales  from  Chtns  become  pntubltive. .  230 

Unemptoymeni  in  Amsierdwi   231 

Ame  toanoonsnlaroHIcersonleavaofabsence.  231 

Kow  ao.-emment  miblications  233 

South  Africa  may  detrdlop  export  neat  trade. .  233 

ForalEn  tarlfb  334 

Shipments  of  Swaioworaues   210 

New  method  of  atlng  coal  m  smelting   237 

Studying  export  methods   237 

Cotton  seed  crushed  and  (inters  obtained  337 

American  exhibits  at  Hobort  show   23S 

Deposits  of  I'onoe  In  Holland   23s 

Fo  elm  trade  opportunities  —  339 

Fropo^s  for  Government  supplies  and  con- 

stiiioUoa  :.V.  3« 


UAItSZT  POB  AKESICAS  SVLPHUS  DT  QBEEGE. 

I  Consul  A.  B.  Cooke,  Patres,  Dec.  18.] 

The  consular  district  of  Pntras,  Greece,  consumes  annually  8.000 
to  10,000  tons  of  sulphur,  all  of  which  is  imported.  The  article  is 
used  for  spraying  the  vineyards  during  the  spring  and  early  summer 
months.  Heretofore  the  imports  have  come  from  Italy,  being 
brought  in  each  season  from  about  January  to  April.  As  the  Italian 
source  is  closed  local  dealers  state  that  the  only  market  open  is  the 
American,  and  they  desire  immediate  information  as  to  prices  of 
American  sulphur  and  the  chance  of  getting  supplies  from  that 
source. 

ftutUty  and  Frioes  of  Snlptanr  Imported. 

The  sulphur  imported  here  is  represented  to  have  a  .strength  rather 
alK)ve  99  j>er  cent.  It  is  imported  in  bags  of  55  kilos  (110  i^ounds). 
Prices  paid  for  sulphur  in  the  past  were  $1.10  to  $1.15  per  100  pounds 
e.  i.  f.  Patras,  the  shipments  coming  chiefly  in  small  sailing  vessels 
direct  from  Italian  sources.  It  retailed  at  $1.20  to  $1.35  per  100 
pounds.  Sulphur  enters  free  of  duty. 

Interested  American  firms  might  do  well  to  cable  tlieir  quotations 
on  sulphur  direct  to  the  American  consulate  at  Patras.  The  quota- 
tion should  be  per  100  Idlos  (2:>0  pounds)  in  bags  of  about  110  ]>ouiids 
each,  indicating  whether  piices  are  free  on  board  \ew  York  or  c.  t.  f. 
Patras  or  Piraeus.  The  latter  basin  is  j)referred.  Buyers  here  are 
ready  to  open  credits  in  New  York  banks  against  shipping  docu- 
ments in  case  satisfactory  bu.siness  can  be  engaged. 

It  is  desirable  that  shipments  reach  Patras  not  later  than  the  last  of 
February  at  the  latest. 

•.«n3*-u  209 
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BEITEB  PACKING  FOB  GRAPES  BEFOSTED. 

[Consular  .-VRcnt  Bartley  F,  Yoat,  Almerla,  Spain,  Nov.  27.] 


During  the  shipping!  senson  just  closed  a  practical  test  was  given 
to  sectional  eylindi-icnl  bai-rels  for  packing  fresh  grapes,  the  inven- 
tion of  a  resilient  of  Ahneria.  Favorable  reports  from  both  the  Brit- 
ish and  American  markets  indicate  that  this  new  form  of  packing 
is  considei-ed  an  improvement  o\'er  the  old-style  barrel.  According 
to  the  sales  C!ititU)gnes.  Almeria  enipes  paclced  in  these  new  con- 
tainers were  soUi  on  the  mnrkets  of  Liverpool  and  Glasgow  at  prices 
ranging  from  5  to  10  shillings  ($1.22  to  $2.43)  per  barrel  more  than 
the  average.  It  is  probable,  however,  that  the  fruit  in  these  con- 
tainers had  been  more  carefully  selected  than  is  generally  the  case. 

On  the  American  markets  the  success  of  the  new  barrel  appears  to 
have  been  less  pronounced,  although  one  buyer  praises  the  packing 
and  states  that,  in  view  of  the  good  condition  in  which  the  grapes 


York  fruit-auction  rooms. 
Improvement  Songht  for  Several  Tears. 

For  a  number  of  years  past  attempts  had  been  made  to  Rnd  a  barrel 
which  combined  the  essential  points  of  preventing  the  spread  of  deea^ 
or  fermentation  of  the  fruit  and  eliminating  the  pressure  that  la 
inevitable  in  the  old  barrel,  containing  from  40  to  50  pounds  of  fruit, 
be-sides  the  cork  dust.  Moreover,  when  it  was  opened  as  a  sample, 
the  fruit  in  the  whole  barrel  was  more  or  less  disturbed,  with  the 
result  that  decay  set  in  more  quickly,  and  the  sample  barrel  had  to  be 
sold  at  considerably  below  the  average  price. 

Althongh  this  new  container  is  said  to  be  adapted  to  the  packing 
of  various  kinds  of  fruit,  it  appeal^  to  be  designed  chiefly  for  thS 
transport  of  fresh  grapes  from  this  port  to  foreign  markets  across  the 
seas.  If  it  eventually  proves. a  success  here,  there  would  appear  to  be 
little  reason  why  it  should  not  be  used  to  advantage  by  the  fruit 
packers  of  California  and  other  fruit  regions  in  the  TTnited  States. 

The  invention  is  covered  by  a  Spanish  patent,  which  was  issued 
June  8. 1915,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  registered  in  any  foreign  country. 

1 1'hotojxraplis  sliowins  n  siuiiplp  of  the  cylimlrlcal  barrels,  complete  and  iQ 
sections,  with  a  full  description  aiwl  details  of  the  inetliod  of  constrm-tlon,  may 
lie  iiispccf*tl  at  the  liurenii  of  Foreign  iiiiti  Domestic  Cominprce  or  Its  distriet 
oflices.  Refer  to  iile  No.  TO.SHl.  The  name  of  llie  iuventor  may  also  be  obtained 
by  referring  to  the  same  file  number.] 


South  Africa  is  a  country  of  great  distances,  and  travel  between 
the  Port  Elizabeth  district  and  Europe  under  ordinary  circumstances 
is  considerable,  hence  there  is  a  large  market  for  all  kinds  of  sample 
cases,  suit  cases,  bags,  leather  portfolios,  and  leather  trunks.  There 
are  two  angling  clubs  here,  and  American  fishing-tackle  cases  and 
bags  sliould  find  a  ready  market.  The  attempt  to  introduce  fireless 
cookers  in  this  district  has  failed,  although  it  is  a  practical  certainty 
that  they  will  be  used  at  some  future  time,  after  their  efficiency  has 
been  amply  demonstrated. 

[A  list  of  firms  likely  to  be  Interested  In  these  articles  may  be  obtained  by 
application  to  the  Bureau  of  Forelfcn  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  one  ot  its  dlft: 
trlct  offlceB.  Befer  to  flle  No.  71054.] 


arrived,  they  were  purchased 


HAKEET  rOR  LEATHEB  GOODS  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA. 


(Consul  E.  A.  Wnkefleld.  Port  Ellzabetb.  Not.  19.J 
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AHSBIGAV  POSmOH  IH  SOOTK  AFBZCAH  XABKETS. 

Commenting  on  United  States  Consul  E.  A.  Wakefield's  statement 
from  Port  Elizabeth  on  trade  conditions  in  South  Africa,  the  British 
and  South  African  Export  Gazette  says  that  the  United  States  is 
fully  awalte  to  the  opportunity  afforded,  not  only  to  put  this  business 
on  a  permanent  basis,  but  to  take  measures  to  upset  previous  condi- 
tions by  transforming  as  much  as  possible  of  the  reexport  trade 
through  I^ndon  into  direct  trade  with  New  York.  It  adds,  however, 
that  ^ndon  will  continue  to  be  supreme  as  a  market  until  the  United 
States  is  in  a  position  to  offer  greater  facilities  as  a  world  center,  con- 
sistently better  prices,  and  readier  opportunities  for  making  sales. 
The  Export  Gazette  states: 

In  the  past  a  certain  voUime  of  South- African  produce  was  restilnrly  stiippctl 
direct  to  the  Omtineut  withimt  touching  London,  but  the  bulk  ciimc  to  llie  hh- 
peria)  metroiwlis  for  dfsposu)  under  the  compulsion  of  hard  business  fat-ts. 
Th:it  Is  the  situathm  stUl,  with  the  exception  that  America  is  sulistltuto<l  ft»r 
the  Continent.  Amertcu  may  try  to  become  the  center  of  dtMtrlbution,  and  to 
persumie  others  that  it  alreaily  is  that  market,  but  while  American  buyers  are 
not  prepared  to  stay  awuy  from  London  at  a  sacrifice,  so  long  will  wtonlal 
sblpiiers  kQOw  that  the  time  is  not  rtjie  for  their  shlpuientu  to  be  diverted. 
Nevenlieless,  Aiuerlca's  ambitions  arc  perfectly  legitimate  and  luay  some  day 
trufAlty. 


AMERICANS  TO  BUZLD  NEW  POBT  IN  FAEA6UA7. 

I  British  Board  of  Trade  Jonmal.  Dec.  23.] 

The  concession  for  the  construction  of  a  new  port  at  Asunsion  has 
been  granted  to  American  contractors  working  for  an  Anglo-Ameri- 
can syndicate,  and  the  contract  between  the  Paraguayan  Government 
and  the  concessionaires'  representative  has  been  sigrned.  The  con- 
cession, which  is  for  99  years,  gives  the  concessionaires  the  exchisive 
privilege  of  building,  controlling,  and  managing  a  port  within  a 
radius  of  30  kilometers  (19  miles)  of  Asmicion,  and  reclaiming  a 
]arge  area  adjoining  the  capital.  It  is  expected  that  the  port  con- 
struction will  entail  the  expenditure  of  not  moi-e  than  £120.000 
($583,980),  and  that  the  work,  which  will  be  commenced  by  aliout 
March,  1916,  will  be  completed  20  months  later. 

The  equipment  will  be  thoroughly  up  to  date  and  electric  power  will 
be  used  for  all  purposes.  There  will  probably  be  six  cranes,  each  of 
8  tons  capacity,  as  well  as  one  of  6  tons  and  one  of  10  tons.  Among 
the  benefits,  besides  the  reduction  of  port  charges  and  the  more  rapid 
loading  and  discharging  of  vessels,  is  that  the  shipping  set  free  will 
caiise  freights  to  fall  by  at  least  50  per  cent. 


No  Prejudice  Against  American  Goods. 

Commercial  Agent  R.  M.  Odell  writes  from  Bntavia,  Java,  that  a 
report  circulated  some  time  ago  to  the  elfect  that  a  boycott  of  Ameri- 
can and  Japanese  goods  had  been  instituted  in  Netherhinds  India  was 
vithout  foundation,  at  least  as  far  as  American  goods  were  concerned. 
Mr.  Odell  says  that  he  has  made  careful  inquiry  among  business  men 
and  officials,  and  they  all  state  that  thei-e  has  never  been  any  prejudice 
against  American  goods  in  that  market. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


312  COMMEBCE  KEPORTS. 

UaVIDATIOH  OF  GSBMAS  FntUS  IN  HOHeXOHQ.  . 

[ConsDl  General  George  E.  Andernon,  Hontchong,  CUdA.  Dec  4.] 

The  liquidation  of  the  business  of  German  firms  in  Hongkong  under 
the  direction  of  the  British  Government,  and  growing  out  of  the  war, 
has  proceeded  with  more  success  and  less  fx-iction  and  trouble  than  was 
anticipated.  Taking  all  lines  of  business  into  consideration  and 
allowing  for  many  special  cases,  it  is  generally  understood  thfit  the 
work  of  winding  up  the  immense  business  of  all  these  firms  is  about 
75  per  cent  complete.  In  most  cases  all  business  has  been  so  arranged 
that  fuilher  liquidation  is  a  matter  of  periodical  action  from  month 
to  month,  terminating  within  a -short  period. 

QoTernnent  Instructions  Prevented  Demoralization. 

The  disposal  of  stoclts  of  goods  of  all  kinds  on  hand  at  the  time 
liquidation  was  commenced  has  presented  the  greatest  difficulties.  It 
was  the  part  of  wisdom,  not  only  in  the  protection  of  the  interests  of 
German  firms  but  their  British  bankers  and  their  British  competitors 
as  well,  that  goods  be  not  dumped  on  the  market  in  such  way  as  to 
demoralize  it,  and  prevent  British  and  other  holders  of  similar  goods 
firom  realizing  upon  their  own  stocks  in  a  fair  and  profitable  way. 
Instructions  of  the  Hongkong  Government  were  carefully  drawn  to 
prevent  any  such  demoralizntion.  However,  the  disposal  of  such 
stoclis  has  so  far  proceeded  that  the  Government  hiis  fixed  April  30.  or 
another  five  months  period  from  the  time  the  order  was  issued,  as  the 
time  bv  which  it  expects  all  stocks  of  goods  to  be  sold  or  the  presenta- 
tion of  some  adequate  reason  by  liquidators  as  to  why  such  sales  have 
not  been  made. 

Bise  In  SllTer  Exobanpe  Helpful — ^Loss  on  Haehlnery  and  Farts. 

In  general,  stocks  of  ^ods  have  been  sold  to  better  advanta^  than 
had  been  anticipated.  The  shutting  off  of  supplies  of  many  lines  of 
^ods  from  Europe  has  enabled  the  stocks  of  such  sroods  still  held  here 
to  be  sold  at  satisfactory  prices.  Cotton  piece  goods,  which  constituted 
the  largest  item  among  such  assets  of  most  (Jerman  firms,  have  been 
held  until  recently,  when  they  have  been  disposed  of  at  good  prices. 
The  recent  rise  in  silver  exchange  has  been  particularly  helpful  in 
that  line. 

Goods  in  the  nature  of  luxuries,  such  as  wines  and  liquors,  have 
usually  been  sold  at  a  loss  or  at  best  about  cost.  Machinery  has  been 
sold  at  a  loss,  since  bv  reason  of  unusual  business  depression  there 
has  been  little  demand  for  machinei^  of  any  sort  except  for  special 
purposes  for  which  special  machines  must  usually  be  ordered.  A 
serious  drag  on  some  of  the  firms  handling  machinery  has  been  stocks 
of  spare  parts  and  supplies.  The  forced  sale  of  such  stocks  would 
realize  almost  no  return,  while,' on  the  other  hand,  it  is  manifestly 
impracticable  to  hold  such  stocks  indefinitely  for  the  sale  of  such 
supplies  as  they  may  be  needed  by  consumption. 

StoclEfl  and  Bonds  Kot  Easy  to  Kanlpulate — American  Agenoiei. 

There  has  been  considerable  difficulty  in  handling  stocks  and  bonds 
and  similar  assets  of  firms  as  a  result  of  the  depressed  condition  of 
business  generally  and  especially  in  view  of  the  neari^  result  which 
vould  follow  the  offering  of  any  considerable  portion  of  snch  ass^ 
on  the  Hongkong  stock  exchange.   Gradually,  however,  such  prop-' 
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erty  is  changing  hands,  and  the  liquidation  of  such  assets  has  been 
eflPected  without  as  much  loss  as  might  reasonably  have  been  an- 
ticipated. 

In  addition  to  changes  noted  in  fonner  reports,  other  business  con- 
cerns of  Germans  have  been  bought  or  taken  over  by  British  pur- 
chasers and  are  now  being  developed  as  British  concerns.  New 
American  agencies  are  being  arranged  rapidly,  and  it  is  significant 
that  most  of  the  more  important  ones  are  either  developed  into 
branch  houses  or  are  turned  over  to  substantial  Chinese  interests. 
It  is  significant,  also,  that  Chinese  capitalists  of  prominence  and 
ability  are  establishing  new  connections,  and  in  some  cases  even  new 
houses  for  the  handling  of  American  products. 

AJnfUAL  BEPOBT  OP  THE  BTTBEAU  OF  STANDARDS. 

The  annual  report  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards  gives 
an  interesting  accoimt  of  the  activities  of  that  Bureau  during  the  fiscal 
year  1915.  The  standards  with  which  the  Bureau  has  to  deal  are 
standards  of  measurement,  standard  values  of  constants,  standards 
of  quality,  standards  of  mechanical  |>erfonnance,  and  standards  of 
practice.  The  relation  of  the  Biu-eau's  work  to  the  public  is  clearly 
discussed,  especially  the  Bureau's  part  in  aiding  indu!=trial  progress. 
During  the  year  151,000  tests  were  made  and  1,800,000  lamps  mspected 
at  the  factories. 

Color  standards,  the  development  of  energy-measuring  instrumoits 
sensitive  enough  to  measm-e  the  heat  of  the  stars,  studies  of  the  causes 
of  failure  of  railway  materials,  exact  determination  of  the  data  re- 
quired in  the  refrigeration  industries,  and  other  important  researches 
have  made  excellent  progress  during  the  year.  An  examination  of 
the  report  shows  timt  the  year  was  the  most  active  and  successful  in 
the  history  of  the  B\iroau. 

Of  siJccial  public  interest  were  the  tests  of  railroad  track  scales, 
tests  of  parcel-post  scales,  the  work  in  methods  of  piccision  tempera- 
ture measurements,  with  special  reference  to  the  refrigeration  indus- 
tries and  the  measurement  of  high  tempex'aturcs  and  fire-resisting 
properties  of  building  materials. 

Of  particular  interest  to  manufacturers  and  testing  laboratories 
ai-e  the  Bureau's  investigations  of  industrial  materials,  such  as  metals, 
clay  products,  glass,  cement,  textiles,  papers,  rubber,  and  i>:unts. 
The  Bureau  Issued  47  new  publications  during  the  ycMr.  making  a  total 
of  about  400  scientific  and  technical  papei's,  circulars,  and  miscella- 
neous publications  issued  to  date. 

Of  special  interest  to  the  people  is  the  work  of  the  Bureau  in  connec- 
tion with  public  utilities,  particularly  in  establisbing  definite  stand- 
ards of  service,  preparing  safety  rules,  assisting  in  local  studies  as  to 
service,  acting  as  referee  in  cases  of  dispute,  servhig  as  a  clearing 
house  of  information  on  all  public  utility  and  association  engineering 
qnc'tions,  helping  to  secure  uniform  nietluKls  of  :u-i;oiin(  ing  where 
public-service  commissions  are  not  yet  established,  and  getting  out 
laboratory  tests  and  investigations  to  answer  diflicult  questions  con- 
nected with  the  telephone,  gas,  electric  lisrht  and  power,  electric  rail- 
way transportation,  and  miscellaneous  utilities  other  than  steam  rail- 
ways. This  work  has  met  with  great  appreciation  throughout  the 
country. 
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JAFAKESE  SATENOS  BAHKS. 

[Tonsiil  ncncrnl  George  U.  Scldmore,  Yokobama,  Dec.  16.] 

Tlie  modern  systom  of  banking  in  Japan  dates  from  the  National 
B«nks  Itcgidiitions  in  1872.  The  regulations  for  ordinary  banks  are 
applicable  to  savings  banks  also.  Savings  banks,  whose  business  is 
to  take  charge  of  the  deposits  made  by  the  public,  at  compound  inter- 
est, must  be  joint -^,tock  companies.  Their  directors  are  jointly  under 
unlimited  liability  with  respect  to  the  obligations  of  the  bank  in- 
curred during  their  term  of  oflice,  and  upcn  the  lapse  of  two  full 
years  after  their  retirement  therefrom  are  released  from  such  liability. 

Savings  banks  must,  as  guaranty  for  repayment  of  deposits,  pro- 
vide themselves  with  interest-bearing  national  or  local  loan  bonds 
corresponding  in  value  to  at  least  rne-fcurth  of  the  deposits  received 
and  place  them  in  the  deposit  section  of  the  Department  of  Finance. 
If,  however,  the  said  guaranty  fund  reaches  an  amount  equal  to  at 
least  cne-half  of  the  c;ii)ii:i!,  commercial  bills  and  reliable  companies* 
debentures  and  shares  may  be  used.  Any  alteration  in  the  articiles  of 
association  of  a  savings  bank,  or  any  ch:ing.;  in  the  land  and  method 
of  its  business,  must  iivtt  be  aj^provcd  by  the  Minister  of  Finance. 

Local  bank.s  do  considerable  advertising  and  goiierally  solicit  the 
savings  depositors'  business. 

Deposits  and  Interest — ^Postal  System. 

M'hen  a  bank  (1)  receives  a  sum  of  less  than  $3.49  as  a  deposit  at  a 
time.  {•2)  takes  deposits  periodically  or  several  times  within  a  ceiiain 
period  by  fixing  beforehand  the  time  of  repayment,  or  (3)  receives 
money  periodically  or  several  times  within  a  certain  period  under  a 
promise  to  pay  a  certain  sum  of  money  at  a  certain  period,  it  may  be 
regarded  as  a  bank  transacting  the  business  of  a  savings  bnnk.  In 
19U5,  481  savings  banks  and  202  other  institutions  engaged  in  the 
savings-bank  business,  in  addition  to  their  princi]>al  business,  received 
$118,017,608  of  savings  deposits  and  paid  9.4  per  cent  interest.  In 
1914,  500  savings  banks  and  loS  other  firms  carrying  on  a  savings- 
bank  business  took  in  $150,012,937  worth  of  savings,  paying  4.2  per 
cent  interest  on  them.  The  total  number  of  postal  savings  depositor 
in  the  year  ending  March  31,  1915,  was  12,928,005,  over  50  per  cent 
of  whom  were  farmers  and  students;  and  the  value  of  the  deposits 
was  $100,983,778. 

The  post  oHicc  savings  system  was  introduced  in  1875.  A  single 
deposit  must  not  be  less  than  10  sen  {almost  5  cents),  and  the  total 
amount  deposited  must  not,  except  for  public  corporations  and  in 
other  K])ecial  eases,  exceeil  $498.  If  a  deposit  exceed  this  sum  and  the 
depositor  does  not  reduce  it  to  the  said  limit,  he  is  required  to  buy 
with  the  surplus  national  loan  bonds  and  other  securities.  The  rat© 
of  interest  on  deposits  was  increased  from  4.2  per  cent  to  4.8  per 
cent  in  April.  1015.  Moreover,  there  have  been  established  postal 
savings  the  withdrawal  of  which  is  restricted  by  agreement  among 
several  persons  or  is  not  permitted  within  a  fixed  term,  and  joint  sav- 
ings the  deposit  of  which  is  made  by  several  persons  jointly  in  the 
name  of  their  representative;  also  special  savings  for  emigrants 
abroad  who  can  deposit  in  the  postal  savings  at  home  from  their  place 
of  foreign  residence. 
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Blaaks  ITsed  for  Siimll  Amonmti. 

The  GoTemment  eneonra^  economy  and  saving  very  strongly. 
In  the  kindergarten  readers  issued  by  the  Department  of  Education 
it  tries  in  many  instances  to  impress  upon  the  young  mind  the  neces- 
sity and  advisability  of  thrift.  To  give  even  the  poorest  class  of 
people,  those  who  can  not  afford  to  deposit  5  cents  at  a  time  in  the  post 
office,  an  opportunity  to  put  by  the  little  surplus  they  may  have,  the 
postal  auihorities  distribute  on  application  blank  forms  on  which 
stamps  of  the  smallest  denominations  may  be  affixed  from  time  to 
time  until  the  blank  holds  5  cents  worth  of  postage  stamps. 

CENSUS  BTTEEAU'S  STUDY  OF  AMERICAN  DEATH  BATE. 

According  to  a  preliminary  announcement  with  reference  to  mor- 
tality in  1914,  issued  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census, 
more  than  30  per  cent  of  the  898,059  deaths  reported  for  that  year 
in  the  "  registration  area,"  which  contained  about  two-thirds  of  the 
population  of  tlie  entire  United  States,  were  due  to  three  causes — 
heart  diseases,  tuberculosis,  and  pneumonia — and  more  than  00  per 
cent  to  eleven  causes — the  three  just  named,  together  with  lirifjht's 
disease  and  nephritis,  cancer,  diarrhea  and  enteritis,  apoplexy, 
arterial  diseases,  diphtheria,  diabetes,  and  typhoid  fever. 

The  deaths  from  heart  diseases  (organic  diseases  of  the  heart  and 
endocarditis)  in  the  registration  area  in  1914  numbered  99,034,  or 
]d0.8  per  100,000  population.  The  death  or  mortality  rate  from  this 
cause  shows  a  marked  increase  as  compared  with  1900,  when  it  was 
only  123.1  per  100,000. 

Tuberculosis  in  its  various  forms  claimed  90,903  victims  in  1914, 
of  which  number  84,366  died  from  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  (includ- 
ing acute  miliary  tuberculosis).  As  a  result  of  a  more  general  under- 
standing of  the  laws  of  health,  there  has  been  a  most  marked  de- 
crease during  recent  years  in  the  mortality  from  this  scourge  of 
civilization.  In  only  a  decade — from  1904  to  lOl-l — the  death  rate 
from  tuberculosis  in  all  its  forms  fell  from  200.7  to  146.8  per  100,000, 
the  decline  being  continuous  from  year  to  year.  This  is  a  drop  of 
more  than  25  per  cent.  Prior  to  1904  the  rate  had  fluctuated,  start- 
ing at  201.9  in  1900.  Even  yet,  however,  tuberculosis  has  the  grue- 
some distinction  of  causing  more  deatlis  annually  than  any  other 
form  of  bodily  illness  except  heart  diseases,  and  over  40  per  cent 
more  than  all  external  causes — accidents,  homicides,  and  suicides 
combined. 

Pneumonia  (including  bronchopneumonia)  was  i-esponsible  for 
83^4  deaths  in  the  registi-ation  area  in  19Uj  or  127  per  100,000— 
the  lowest  rate  on  record.  The  only  remaining  death  rate  higher 
than  100  per  100,000  m  1914  was  that  for  Bright's  disease  and  acute 
jiephritis,  102.4.  The  total  number  of  deaths  due  to  these  maladies 
in  1914  was  67,545,  more  than  nine-tenths  of  which  were  caustid  by 
Bright's  disease  and  the  remainder  by  acute  nephritis.  The  mortality 
from  these  two  causes  increased  from  89  per  100,000  in  1900  to  103.4 
in  1905,  since  which  year  it  has  fluctuated  somewhat. 

Next  in  order  of  deadliness  come  cancer  and  other  malignant  tumoi*s, 
-which  filled  52,420  graves  in  1914.  Of  these  deaths,  19,889,  or  almost 
38  per  cent,  resulted  from  cancers  of  the  stomach  and  liver.  The 
death  rate  from  cancer  has  risen  from  63  per  100,000  in  1900  to  79.4 
in  1914. 
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HOHOEOKO'S  CIGABETTE  INSUSTRT. 

[Coesnl  General  George  E.  Anderson.  HonthmtK.  BrttlBb  Chlua.  Nor.  1B.1 

In  the  past  two  years,  and  especially  in  the  last  six  months  or  so, 
there  has  been  an  immense  increase  in  the  imports  of  leaf  tobacco 
from  the  United  States  into  Hongkong,  coincident  with  the  extraor- 
dinary development  of  a  local  cigarette  factory.  No  reliable  re- 
turns as  to  the  actual  imports  of  American  leaf  are  to  be  had  except 
from  commercial  sources,  but  it  is  estimated  that  arrivals  are  at  the 
rate  of  about  400  tierces  and  hogsheads  per  month,  as  compared  with 
imports  of  about  300  siich  packages  per  month  a  year  ago  and  a 
very  small  portion  of  that  amount  two  j'ears  and  more  ago. 

The  bulk  of  these  imports  at  present  go  to  the  cigarette  factory 
mentioned.  This  factory  is  now  importing  300  hogsheads  of  1,050 
pounds  of  tobacco  per  month,  largely  from  the  United  States,  paying 
for  it  on  an  average  of  about  $25  gold  per  hundred  pounda 

Amerioan  HaeUnery  Tredominates. 

Die  local  cii^rette  concern  is  the  chief  factor  in  the  entire  tobacco 
trade  of  South  China  at  the  present  time.  The  factory  was  estab- 
lished several  years  ago  by  Chinese,  or  at  least  Asiatic,  capital  but 
with  modern  machinery.  It  is  now  operating  31  machines  from  7 
a.  m.  to  9  p.  m.  and  can  not  keep  up  with  its  orders.  Twenty-one  of 
its  machines  are  of  the  latest  pattern  of  Amwican  make  and  the  rest 
are  Japanese. 

Recently  the  capacity  of  the  factory  was  increased  one-third  by 
the  purchase  of  American  machines,  but  it  is  considered  doubtful  by 
the  management  whether  it  pays  to  operate  American  rather  than 
Japanese  machines  with  Chinese  labor.  The  American  machines  are 
immensely  finer  and  more  effective  and  labor-saving,  but  they  are 
also  more  delicate,  and  with  the  unskilled  Chinese  labor  available 
they  get  out  of  order  easily  and  often.  The  Japanese  machines  re- 
quire more  labor  but  involve  less  capital  and,  so  long  as  cheap  labor  is 
available,  probably  represent  a  lower  actual  cost  of  production. 
Nevertheless  the  management  of  the  factory  here  is  disposed  to  favor 
all  extensions  along  American  lines  and  with  American  machines. 
Ovtput  and  Prleei. 

The  factory  in  Hongkong  is  turning  out  cigarettes  at  the  rate  of 
about  2,400  cases  a  month  or  about  4,000,000  cigarettes  a  day.  The 
cigarettes  are  put  "P  in  packets  of  10  or  in  tin  boxes  of  100  and  ar- 
ranged in  bundles  of  1,000,  and  are  usually  sold  and  shipped  in  cases 

of  50.000. 

The  cheapest  grades  are  very  cheap  indeed,  popular  coolie  cigar- 
ettes being  sold  in  packets  of  10  for  1  cent  local  currencv,  i.  e..  10 
cents  localcurrency  or  about  4.5  cents  gold  per  hundred.  The  nature 
of  the  cigarette  sales  campaign  in  this  field  can  be  understood  from 
the  fact  that  an  opposition  company  sells  a  packet  of  11  cigarettes 
and  a  bamboo  holaer  for  1  cent  local  currency.  Better-grade  goods 
are  packed  in  round  tins,  a  popular  cigarette  selling  at  35  cents  local 
currency  or  about  15.75  cents  gold  per  hundred.  Cigarettes  of  com- 
paratively high  grade,  selling  around  70  cents  local  currency  or  31.5 
cents  gold  per  hundred,  form  perhaps  one-fourth  of  the  factory's 
production.  Tlie  balance  of  the  output  is  about  equally  divided  be? 
tween  the  low  and  medium  grade  cigarettes. 
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Fully  60  per  cent  of  the  output  of  the  factory  at  present  is  shipped 
to  the  Federated  Malay  States  and  other  East  Indian  points,  but  in 
i-ecent  months  even  the  northern  field  in  China  has  been  invaded  to 
Bonie  extent.  The  goods  are  consumed  almost  exclusively  by  Chinejse. 
Elaborate  and  more  or  less  effective  advertising  campaigns  in  l;> 
half  of  the  various  brands  are  carried  on  in  the  Chinese  news- 
papers, supported  by  Chinese  posters.  Tlie  goods  are  practically  un- 
known in  English  publications  or  in  foreign  business  circles. 

Shortage  of  C^^arette  Faper. 

The  cigarette  industry  in  the  Far  East  has  been  greatly  handi- 
capped of  late  by  the  difficulty  of  securing  cigarette  i>»i>er.  Since 
the  shutting  off  of  supplies  of  such  paper  from  Austria  and  Ger- 
many— from  which  countries  most  of  it  was  obtained  heretofore — 
the  difficulty  of  securing  stcclis  has  increased  to  a  point  where  it  is  a 
very  serious  obstacle  to  trnde  extension.  A  large  iwrtion  of  the 
trade  of  the  Hongkong  factory  at  times  is  in  tobacco  prepared  for 
rolling  cigarettes.  This  is  sold  to  the  Chinese  consumer  with  the 
required  amount  of  paper  for  using  it;  and  this  .special  trade, 
usually  including  a  large  clement  among  the  lower  classes  of 
Chinese,  is  greatly  hampered  at  present. 

Efforts  to  interest  the  general  tobacco  trade  in  Hongkong  in 
American  leaf  are  only  fairly  successful.  The  average  Chinese  con- 
sumer prefers  Chinese  tobacco,  and  the  American  leaf  imported  is 
used  for  mixing.  Considerable  interest  in  American  leaf  tobacco  is 
being  shown  by  tobacco  interests  in  other  parts  of  the  Far  East;  a 
buyer  from  Singapore  recently  placed  a  miiterial  order  for  American 
leaf  in  Hongkong,  and  there  are  indications  of  further  trade. 


CHANGES  IN  JAPANESE  FETBOLEUM  MARKET. 

[Abfitntct  from  Japan  Times,  Nov.  SO.] 

The  recent  change  in  the  Japanese  petroleum  market  is  worthy  of 
serious  attention,  the  supremacy  in  this  line  having  slipped  out  of  the 
gi*asp  of  foreign  dealers  into  tlie  hands  of  <lomestic  suppliers.  An 
indication  of  this  radical  change  in  the  market  is  seen  in  the  steady 
falling  off  in  imports,  though  this  may  in  part  be  attributed  to  the 
decline  in  the  consumption  of  petroleum  iu  Japan. 

The  use  of  petroleum  has  declined  rapidly  during  the  past  few 
years,  but  never  so  alarmingly  as  in  lOl.'t.  During  the  first  nine 
montlis  thereof  only  51,608,588  gallons  were  sold,  us  against 
&7 ,622,417  gallons  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1914.  This  down- 
ward tendency  is  obviously  due  to  the  recent  advance  in  the  electric- 
light  and  gas  industries,  but  it  is  also  true  that  it  nmst  have  been 
accelerated  by  the  rise  in  price,  which  hag  l>een  mamtained  lately  by 
the  convention  among  tlie  principal  sup])liers. 

In  1914  sales  by  domestic  suppliers  amounted  to  only  ?>9  per  cent 
of  the  entire  consumption  in  Japan,  but  according  to  the  latest  esti- 
mates the  supply  from  abroad  up  to  the  close  of  September,  1015, 
totaled  only  ii5,527,5(KJ  gallons,  while  the  sale  of  domestic  oil  was  esti- 
mated at  25,97(1.082  gallons,  or  50.4  per  cent  of  the  entire  supply  for 
that  period.  This  shows  that  the  loss  now  experienced  by  the  ti-ade 
from  the  decreased  demand  falls  principally  on  the  f oi-eign  su])plicrs. 
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THE  KEWIY  OPENED  COMMERCIAI  POET  OP  PTTKOW. 

ft'onsul  J.  Paul  Jnm<>!ion,  NnnUing,  Cblna,  Nov.  24.1 

The  crmmcrcial  port  of  Pukow,  which  was  opened  to  forei^  resi- 
dence and  triide  bv  the  Chinese  Government  on  July  1,  1915,  is  situ- 
ated in  the  Province  of  Kinngsu  cn  the  nortli  bank  of  the  Yangtze 
Kiver,  directly  across  from  the  city  of  Nanking,  and  205  miles  from 
Shanghai.  It  consists  nf  the  three  small  islets  of  Yung  Seng  Chow, 
Chiu  Foo  Chow,  anil  Liu  Chow.  The  survey  of  these  islets  has  not 
yet  been  completed,  but  it  is  et-timatcd  that  the  area  of  the  port  will 
approximate  6  square  miles.  The  water  front  of  the  port  along  the 
Yangtze  River  is  nbont  3^  miles;  the  greatest  width  is  2^  miles,  and 
the  a^'crage  width  of  the  port  is  slightly  more  than  IJ  miles.  The 
northern  boundary  is  decidedly  curved. 

A  long  narrow  central  strip  running  directly  back  from  the  river 
bank  to  the  northern  boundary  of  the  port  belongs  to  the  Tientsin- 
Pukow  Railway  Administration.  Here  are  located  the  station,  tracks, 
sidings,  etc.,  which  constitute  the  southern  terminus  of  the  railway. 
This  railway  property  also  extends  along  the  foreshore  downstream 
for  about  4.000  feet.  It  is  some  600  feet  in  width.  This  space  is 
largely  filled  with  warehouses,  additional  railway  sddings,  and  load- 
ing banks.  Ten  steel  pontoons  are  fixed  at  equal  intervals  along  the 
rauway  company^s  water  front  for  the  berthing  of  vessels. 

Kew  Port  Will  Draw  Traffic  from  Pertlle  Territory. 

The  prospects  for  the  rapid  commercial  development  of  Pukow 
are  good.  The  Tientsin-Pukow  Railway  passes  through  the  fertile 
agricultural  districts  of  Anhui  and  southern  Kiangsu,  the  mining  and 
farming  districts  of  northern  Kiangsu  and  Shantimg.  and  also 
through  the  cotton-raising  districts  of  Shantung  and  Chihli  Prov- 
inces. The  line  also  taps  the  great  productive  northwest  region  of 
China  by  its  connection  with  .the  Pekme-Hankow  Railway  line,  over 
the  Lung  Hai  Railway,  from  Hsuchowfu  to  Chengchow.  This  route 
is  now  in  operation  and  will  naturally  prove  attractive  for  shippers 
from  the  interior  to  all  points  east  of  Nanking  along  the  Yangtze 
River,  to  Shanghai,  and  to  foreign  countries. 

Another  connection  between  the  same  two  railways  is  the  line  be- 
tween Wu-i,  Anhui,  and  Sinyangchow,  Honan.  This'  railway  is  not 
yet  completed,  but  will  eventuallv  bring  through  Pukow  a  vast 
nmount  of  traffic  formerly  shipped  via  Hankow.  Instead  of  ship- 
ping by  Hankow,  loading  there  on  river  boats  for  Shanghai,  and  at 
Shanghai  transferring  on  ocean  steamers,  produce  may  be  shipped 
at  Pukow  on  ocean-going  steamers  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  savmg 
not  only  time  but  also  transshipping  expenses,  wharfage  tariffs,  etc. 
Direct  shipment  on  ocean  steamers  is  not  possible  at  Hankow  except 
at  sertain  seasons;  at  Pukow  there  is  sufficient  depth  (27  feet  at 
lowest  water)  at  all  timra  of  tile  year  for  the  entrance  of  ocean 
vessels. 

Other  Transportation  Facilities  Available. 

This  one  important  point  of  accessibility  at  all  times  of  the  year 
will,  in  my  opinion,  make  Pukow  a  rival  of  Hankow  as  a  commercial 
port.  It  will  also  follow  that  as  soon  as  ocean  steamships  are  put  nm 
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the  run  between  Pukow  and  America  and  Europe,  a  large  amount  of 
goods  now  passing  through  Shanghai  will  be  shipped  direct  to  and 
ft-om  the  new  commercial  port. 

Transportation  facilities  at  Pukow  and  Nanking  are  constantly 
becoming  more  numerous.  In  addition  to  those  mentioned  above,  are 
(1)  the  proposed  branch  railway  from  Pukow  to  Yangchow.  Kiangsu, 
which  will  divert  from  Chinkiang  to  Pukow  the  vast  quantity  of 
goods  exported  via  the  Grand  Canal;  (2)  the  Hwni  River  traffic, 
which  may  now  be  shipped  via  the  Ticntsin-Pukow  Railway  from  Lin 
Hwai  Kwan;  (3)  the  Ning-Hsiang  Railway,  connecting  Nanking 
with  Changsha,  Hunan,  which  will  pass  through  a  wonderfully  fer- 
tile and  undeveloped  country  (this  railway  is  now  iteing  surveyed); 
(4)  the  Shanghai-Nanking  Railway,  connecting  those  two  cities, 
which  has  been  in  operation  for  some  yeai-s;  and  (o)  tlie  connection 
of  Pukow  with  Tientsin,  Peking,  and  Tsingtau  by  rail. 

Vnsnitablllty  of  Pukow  for  Kesidence. 

The  area  of  the  new  port  to  be  opened  is  unfit  for  residence  at  pres- 
ent except  that  portion  belonging  to  the  railway.  1'he  ground  is  so 
low  that  it  is  flooded  except  in  times  of  low  water.  The  railway 
property  has  been  filled  in  to  a  height  of  some  12  feet  above  tlie  level 
of  the  surrounding  land.  Until  the  remainder  of  the  ground  is 
raised  to  an  equal  level,  it  will  remain  simply  a  swamp,  there  being 
no  possibility  of  using  it  for  residence  under  present  conditions. 

A  Chinese  syndicate  has  bought  up  all  the  property,  not  belong- 
ing to  the  railway,  within  the  limits  of  the  port,  but  its  plans  for 
filling  in  the  land  have  had  to  bo  given  up  indc&nitely  on  account  of 
lack  of  funds.  It  is  impossible,  therefore,  to  foretell  when  the  marsh 
lands  will  be  sufficiently  improved  to  permit  the  construction  of 
buildings  for  either  residence  or  trade.  In  view  of  this  situation,  the 
representatives  of  foreign  firms  interested  in  commerce  via  Pukow 
will  doubtless  elect  to  reside  in  Nanking  as  in  tlie  past.  The  ferries 
running  hourly  between  Nanking  and  Pukow  are  most  convenient. 

(A  copy  of  the  Pukow  wharf  rules  and  tariffs  of  the  Tientsin- Pukow  Railway 
adiuinl-stratlon  will  be  loaned  to  those  Interested  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Couimerce,  Washington,  D.  C.   Refer  to  flic  No.  71001.]  - 


BABanro  itthbeb  ACROsa  the  gulf. 

[Special  Aeent  Garmra  Harris.] 

The  lumber  trade  of  Cuba  and  other  islands  of  the  West  Indies, 
which  has  been  depressed  for  the  past  year,  is  reviving  rapidly.  The 
Cuban  trade  is  now  stated  to  be  brisk.  The  demand  is  mamly  for 
long-leaf  pine,  and  it  is  beginning  to  move  in  quantities  out  of  Pen- 
^acola.  Mobile,  Gulfport,  and  New  Orleans.  The  abnormal  scarcity 
of  bottoms  and  prevailing  high  freight  rates  are  i-etarding  factors  to 
a  larger  inci-ease  in  the  business.  Illustrating  the  straits  to  which 
some  of  the  shippers  are  put  and  the  resourcefulness  of  some  firms, 
lumbei-  is  bein^  loaded  on  barges  at  Pensacola,  Fla.,  and  towed  by 
tugs  the  315  miles  across  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  Habana.  The  Mc- 
Gowin  Lumber  &  Export  Co.  is  reported  to  have  found  the  method 
satisfactory,  and  has  chartered  a  tieet  of  barges  for  the  purpose  of 
delivering  lumber  to  Cuban  customers. 
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[CoDsal  Qeneral  Frederic  W.  Oodlns.  GDaraqull,  Not.  18 ;  kea  alio  CouimCB  BiPOkn 
for  Apr.  16,  1914,  aod  Mar.  10  and  Julj  22,  1015.] 

Progress  of  Bnlsrra-Cnenca  Kailway. 

Work  on  the  Huigra-Cuenca  Railway  is  progressing  actiTely,  about 
11  miles  of  the  terraplein  being  completed  through  the  most  difficult 
section  where  650  feet  of  rock  were  encountered.  Within  a  few  daira 
ihe  roadbed  will  have  be^  completed  to  the  town  of  Chunchi.  The 
arches  for  the  bridge  over  the  Azogues  River  are  approaching  com- 
pletion, and  sufficient  rails  for  a  number  of  miles  of  track  have  been 
purchased  in  the  United  States.  It  has  been  decided  to  change  the 
starting  point  of  the  road  from  Hui^a  to  Zibambe. 

Saa  Yuan  CUoo  Line. 

The  Executive  has  been  authorized  to  contract  with  the  Guayaquil 
&  Quito  Railway  Co.  for  the  construction  of  a  cut-off  some  12  miles 
long,  from  Riobamba  to  San  Juan  Chico.  This  cut-off  would  obviate 
the  return  from  Louisa  on  each  trip  to  Quito,  as  is  now  necessary, 
and  thus  save  several  hours.  Although  funds  have  been  provided 
for  the  purpose,  there  appears  to  be  some  legal  difficulties  relative  to 
mortgages  on  tiie  road  wnich  may  prevent  its  construction.  Should 
this  Une  be  built,  travelers  will  be  able  to  complete  the  journey  from 
Guayaquil  to  Quito  in  one  day,  whereas  at  present  two  days  ue 
required,  with  a  delay  of  one  night  in  Riobamba. 

Esmeraldas-Qnlto  Llae. 

Several  contracts  for  the  construction  of  the  Esmeraldas-Quito 
Railway  have  been  entered  into  between  the  Government  and  differ- 
ent parties,  none  of  which  have  been  fulfilled.  Recently  another 
project  was  presented  to  Congress  and  accepted  providing  for  an  elec- 
tric railway  between  the  two  cities.  To  give  impetus  to  the  work 
another  law  was  enacted  instructing  the  Executive  to  proceed  without 
delay  with  the  construction  of  the  line,  provided  experts  approved  of 
the  proposition.  The  line  will  extend  from  Quito  through  Cayambe, 
Otovalo,  Ibarra,  and  Tulcan,  to  Esmeraldas,  and  is  to  be  built  under 
the  direction  of  a  commission  composed  of  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  and  four  persons  nominated  by  the  municipal  councils  of 
Quito,  Ibarra,  Tulcan,  and  Esmeraldas.  The  funds  required  are  to 
be  obtained  from  certain  taxes  designed  as  a  guaranty  for  a  foreign 
loan,  which  has  been  authorized. 

7BEHCH  ZnMMJHnrA. 

[Consal  Lawi¥iic<>  P.  BrUss,  Saigon,  Preach  lado^hlita.  Nor.  10.] 
Boad  Vaklng  In  Cochin  China. 

Construction  work  in  French  Tndo-China  has  continued  at  very 
nearly  its  normal  pace  despite  the  war  and  despite  the  fact  that 
nearly  50  per  cent  of  the  European  population  has  returned  to 
France.  The  most  noticenble  fenture  is  that  a  large  amount  of  the 
work  is  now  being  done  on  Government  account. 

On  October  14,  1015,  the  Governor  General  of  Tndo-China,  with 
the  consent  of  the  Genera]  Coimcil,  issued  decrees  approving  the 
following  projects  in  Cochin  China: 

(l).The  construction  of  the  southern  section  of  the  road  from 
Obaudoc  to  Soctrang,  in.  the  ProTinces  of  Cantho  and  Soctrang. 
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The  distance  is  about  50  kilometers  (SI  miles),  and  the  expense  is 
estimated  at  304,000  piasters  (nearly  $150,000).  Of  this  amount  the 
Government  agrees  to  pay  115,000  piastere,  of  which  55,0lX)  are  to 
be  taken  out  of  the  1915  budget,  the  remainder  to  be  borne  by  the 
Provinces  concerned. 

(2)  The  construction  of  a  road  from  Bassac  to  Cochien,  in  the 
Province  of  Travinh.  Of  the  total  expense,  estimated  at  72,500 
piasters  (about  $35,000),  the  General  Government  agi-ees  to  pay 
30,000  piastei-s  out  of  the  1015  funds,  the  Province  of  Travinh  to  pay 
the  remainder. 

(3)  The  construction  of  a  road  from  Saitfon  to.Cnntho,  thron;;h 
the  Provinces  of  Cholon,  Tanan,  Mytlio,  Vinhlong.  and  Cantho.  The 
distance  is  about  100  kilometers  (02  miles),  and  the  approximate 
cost  is  566,800  piasters  (about  $270,000).  Of  this  amount  the  Gen- 
eral Government  agrees  to  pay  203,600  piasters,  the  remainder  to  be 
apportioned  amon^  the  interested  Provnxces. 

All  this  region  is  low  and  marshy  and  subject  to  annual  inunda- 
tions. The  work  will  consist  mainly  of  ditching,  draining,  the  con- 
Btructicn  of  an  elevated  roadbed  finished  with  native  stone  known  as 
Bienhoa  granite,  and  the  construction  of  frequent  culverts  and 
bridges.  This  work  is  to  be  done  on  Government  account,  with  the 
exception  of  the  construction  of  large  bridges  and  the  furnishing 
of  the  Bienhoa  granite,  whicli  will  be  the  subject  of  future  contracts. 
Most  of  the  contracts  for  bridge  building  in  this  vicinity  are  obtained 
by  Grossard  et  Mopin,  entrepeneurs,  Saigon. 

[Correspondence  and  catalogues  in  reference  to  machinery  for  construction 
work,  etc.,  should  be  sent  to  the  address  on  file  In  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  one  of  its  district  offices.  Itefer  to  flle  7(^1.] 

[Coaaul  Talbot  J.  Albert,  Bnmswlck,  Germany,  Nor.  20.] 

Hew  Kallroftd  Depot  in  Bnmswlek 

The  project  of  building  a  new  depot  in  Brunswick  has  entered 
tipon  a  new  stage.  The  following  notice  was  published  in  the 
Brunswick  Landeszeitung  of  November  25,  1915: 

The  building  ground  for  tlie  new  Stnte  depot  to  be  shortly  erected  will  be 
subjerted  to  nn  Inspection  in  a  few  (lays*.  For  lUis  purpose  the  Rnllrond 
Administrotion  will  cause  boles  to  be  drilled  In  those  places  necessary  for  the 
erection  of  the  building  lii  question.  It  Is  stated  that  actual  work  on  the 
structure  will  begin  In  the  spring. 

The  depot  is  erected  by  the  National  Government,  and  Brunswick 
is  under  the  Railroad  Administration  at  Magdeburg,  Konigliche 
Preitssische  Eisenbahnverwaltung,  Magdeburg. 

SILK. 

[Contml  GcDRral  Frank  D.  .\niold.  Uungkok.  Siam,  Kor.  ll.] 
Boyal  Siamese  Hallways — Extension  to  Lampang. 

The  construction  of  the  Northern  Line  has  now  reached  Iiakawn 
Lampang,  a  distance  of  320  miles  from  the  city  of  Bangkok,  and 
trains  are  now  running  to  that  terminus. 

T-«»mpang  is  the  first  big  town  after  Pitsanuloke.  T!ie  completion 
of  this  line  demonstrates  tlie  progress  of  railway  extension  in  thir 
country,  recently  the  Siamese  Minister  of  Communications  can 
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from  railhead,  south  of  ■  Ootapao  to  Bangkok  by  train;  It  is  now 
possible  to  go  from  Bangkok  to  Lampang  by  railway. 

The  distant  towns  and  villages  are  slowly  being  linked  by  rail- 
ways with  the  capital,  and  eventually  it  will  be  possible  to  go  to 
the  remote  districts  within  three  or  four  days. 


INDIA'S  HAREET  FOB  SOIID  SILVER  OTJFS  AlH)  OBNAUEKTS. 

[Consul  Jumes  OUvcr  Lainc  KnrachI,  Nov.  2C. ] 

There  is  a  large  sale,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  Europeans 
residing  in  the  Karachi  consular  district,  of  small  solid  silver  cups, 
vases,  and  other  similar  small  objects  for  prizes  in  athletic  sports. 
Games  and  sports  of  various  kinds  form  the  chief  amusement  of 
ai  iny,  official,  and  business  circles  here.  There  are  almost  no  thea- 
tei's,  lectures,  public  social  gatherings,  public  concerts,  or  other 
social  events,  and  tennis,  golf,  cricket,  hockey,  horse  races,  boat 
races,  etc.,  are  the  chief  amusements.  There  is  not  a  book  store  in 
Karachi.  Several  general  stores  have  a  few  boolcs,  mostly  novels, 
and  much  of  the  material  is  trasliy  stuff.  Some  persons  import  tiieii 
books  from  Paris. 

Winner  of  Sporting  Event  BeeelvcB  Some  Small  Object  of  Art. 

The  winner  of  a  sporting  event  is  given  some  small  object  of  art. 
These  prizes  are  usually  of  solid  sih'er,  but  are  sometimes  a  good 
<^uality  of  plate.  Silver  cups  or  vases  are  popular.  They  range  in 
size  from  2  inches  to  about  6  inches  high.  A  local  jeweler  engraves 
the  name  of  the  particular  event  and  the  date,  and  after  presenta- 
tion the  winner  may  have  his  name  engraved.  For  large  and  im- 
portant meets,  such  as  inter  regimental  polo  matches  or  an  interpro- 
vincial  cricket  match,  very  large  and  ex{)ensive  trophies  are  played 
for,  but  these  are  specially  designed  and  made  for  the  particular 
event. 

The  smaller  prizes  are  lavishly  given.  There  have  been  12  to 
20  awarded  in  a  single  gymkhana,  as  an  afternoon's  series  of  games 
or  athletic  events  is  called  in  India.  First  and  second  prizes  are 
given  in  tennis  singles  and  doubles,  tent  pegging,  foot  races,  clock 
golf,  horse  races,  etc.  The  amount  paid  for  the  prizes  ranges  from 
6  or  7  rupees  ($1.94  or  $2.27)  to  20  rupees  ($6.48). 

[Throo  Illustrations  of  popular  form-s  of  riips  hnvo  boon  roopivetl  from  Con- 
sul 1<ainK.  ami  may  ho  infiwte*!  at  the  Biirenu  of  Porelffn  and  Domestic  Com- 
moroe  or  Its  district  ofllros.  A  list  of  Jewplprs  nnd  otlters  who  hnndle  this  clnsis 
of  Koods  in  Kanirlil  «nd  also  sell  un-wuiitry  may  be  obtained  from  the  same 
offices.   Refer  Id  each  instance  to  file  No.  70014.] 


Hilling^  of  Rice. 

The  opening  of  the  great  southern  prairies  of  T»uisiana  and  Texas 
to  rice  culture  and  its  recent  development  in  Arkansas,  combined  with 
improved  methods  of  planting,  harvesting,  thrashing,  and  milling, 
have  resulted  in  nn  enormous  increase  in  the  rice  production  of  the 
United  States.  The  enlargement  of  mills  and  the  improvement  of 
milling  methods  have  aided  materially  in  this  increased  production, 
according  to  a  new  bulletin  of  the  United  States  Department  of 
iVgriculture,  No.  330,  entitled  "The  Milling  of  Bice  and  its  He- 
chanical  and  Chemical  Effect  Up<»i  the  Grain." 
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H&nOGAPS  TO  TBAIHNO  WITH  FBENOH  ZOO-GHDTA. 

[Conmil  Lawrence  P,  Brlggs,  Snigon,  Nov.  3.] 

The  lack  of  direct  orders  for  American  floods  based  on  Trade 
Opportunities  submitted  by  the  Saigon  consulate  is  not  surprising 
"when  it  is  understood  that,  outside  of  petroleum  products,  direct  im- 
ports from  America  do  not  amount  to  more  than  a  few  hundred  dol- 
lars per  year.  American  products  consumed  in  French  Indo-China 
are  either  imported  through  Paris  agencies  of  local  tii  ms  or  are  pur- 
chased in  the  Hongkong  market.  Partly  as  a  result  of  tlie  activities 
of  this  consulate  a  few  hundred  dollars  worth  of  American  agri- 
cultural implements  have  been  imported  from  France,  and  a  few 
thousand  dollars  worth  of  iron  and  steel  and  Oregon  pine  have  been 
purchased  of  Hongkong  agencies  of  American  firms. 

The  chief  handicaps  seem  to  be  the  oft-reiterated  ones  of  freight 
rates,  due  to  distance  and  lack  of  direct  lines  of  communication; 
uncertainty  of  prices,  due  to  lack  of  direct  exchange;  customaiy 
business  connections  with  Europe,  Hongkong,  and  Japan  and  not 
-with  America;  and  differences  in  systems  of  weights  and  measures. 
Freight  Bates  the  Pziaoipal  Obstacle. 

The  question  of  freight  rates  seems  to  be  the  principal  obstacle. 
American  firms  quote  prices  f.  o.  b.  New  Yorif  or  other  American 
ports,  leaving  the  matter  of  transportation  to  the  local  importer. 
Freight  rates,  especially  those  between  America  and  Indo-China, 
have  been  so  variable  during  the  past  year  that  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  obtain  through  rates  from  transportation  companies.  The  only 
certain  factor  about  transportation  charges  is  that  they  are  high. 
After  f.  o.  b.  prices  are  obtained  it  is  difficult  to  transform  American 
money  into  loca!  currency.  The  actual  currency  in  circulation  here 
is  the  local  piaster.  This  has  no  fixed  value;  its  relation  to  the  franc 
is  fixed  arbitrarily  from  day  to  day  by  decree  of  the  local  government. 
Exchange  on  New  York  is  generally  through  London,  and  the  matter 
is  thus  further  complicated  by  the  variations  in  value  of  the  franc 
in  English  currency  and  the  variations  in  exchange  between  London 
and  New  York.  Too  many  elements  enter  into  exchange  between 
Saigon  and  New  York  for  the  local  importer  to  be  able  to  predict  in 
advance  the  value  of  American  prices  in  local  currencT. 

The  metric  system  of  weights  and  measures  is  used  exclusively  iu 
French  Indo-China.  This  is  an  important  consideration  in  the  pur- 
chase of  iron  and  steel  goods,  machinery,  and  hardware. 

A  most  unusual  fact  is  that  none  of  the  local  firms  interested  in 
American  goods  have  raised  the  usual  criticism  of  the  terms  offered 
by  American  exportei-s.  This  may  be  due  to  the  fact  that  they  them- 
selves now  refuse  the  usual  credits  and  have  put  their  business  on  a 
cash  basis. 

Hospital  Supplies  and  House  Fttmishings. 

An  individual  report  on  certain  published  Trade  Opportunities 
follows : 

Na  14642.  HoBpital  supplier. — A  oonstil  In  the  Far  East  reports  that  a 
pharmacist  Is  desirous  of  coniniunlcating  with  Anicrlciiu  dealers  or  niamifnc- 
tnrers  of  handagea,  absorbent  cotton,  disinfec-tanta,  etc.  Catalogues  and  price 
Usts  are  requested. 

This  pharmacist  had  a  contract  for  providing  hospital  siipplies 
for  all  we  GoTemment  and  municipal  nospitals  of  Cochin  China 
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Up  to  the  present  time  he  has  fomd  it  impossible  to  purchase  Ameri- 
can wares  oecause  of  the  uncertain  but  high  price  of  these  goods  in 

Saigon.  Absorbent  cotton  and  ^lass  goods  have  been  purchased 
satisfactorily  and  advantageously  in  Japan.  He  still  obtams  rubber 
goods  from  France,  although  he  is  in  communication  with  several 
American  dealers  in  these  articles. 

No.  15523.  Furniture,  pianos,  and  aeiaing  machines. — A  French  iiniwrting  firm 
In  the  East  Indies  has  Informed  an  American  consnlar  officer  that  it  wishes  to 
be  put  In  communication  with  American  exporters  of  pianos;  turned-wood  fur- 
niture, such  as  chairs  and  hatracks;  and  sewing  machines. 

This  firm  desired  an  agency  for  an  American  manufacturer.  The 
most  satisfactory  offers  from  American  houses  have  been  referred, 
with  recommendations,  to  the  firm's  head  office  at  L^ons,  France, 
but  so  far  no  action  has  been  taken.  However,  business  in  these 
lines  is  almost  completely  at  a  standstill  because  of  the  fact  that  about 
half  the  European  population  has  left  for  France  since  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war  and  their  household  goods  have  generally  been  sold 
at  auction. 

Bnbber,  and  Zron  and  8teeL 

No.  15822.  Rubber. — The  representative  of  a  lai^  mbber  plantatlw  In  the 
East  Indies  has  Informed  an  American  consul  that  he  Is  producing  about  20.000 
pounds  of  rubber  per  month  (two-thirds  smoked  sheets,  one-third  crPpe,  Nos.  1; 
2,  3.  and  4).  It  is  desired  to  establish  relations  with  firms  in  the  United  States 
which  may  care  to  import  this  commodity.  Prices  shouKl  be  quoted  in  francs 
per  metric  unit  at  foreign  port.   C!orrespondence  Is  preferred  In  French. 

Two  or  three  days  after  the  sending  of  this  Trade  Opportunity 
notice  was  published  in  Saigon  that  the  decree  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment prohibiting  the  exportation  of  rubber  had  beeri  extended  to 
French  Indo-Chma.  Since  that  date^  however,  representatives  of 
two  of  the  largest  American  rubber-importing  firms  have  visited 
this  plantation  for  the  purpose  of  entering  into  relations  for  the 
purchase  of  the  entire  output  of  this  plantation  after  the  removal 
of  the  restrictions. 

No.  15886.  Iron  and  ateel. — An  American  consular  officer  In  the  Far  Eost 
transmits  the  names  and  addresses  of  a  number  of  firms  In  his  district  which 
desire  to  be  placed  in  communication  with  American  exporters  of  iron  and 
Steel. 

Three  firms  were  concerned  in  this  inquiry.  One  of  them  reports 
that  it  is  still  able  to  purchase  its  supplies  to  advantage  through  its 
Paris  office.  The  other  two  firms  have  found  it  more  advantageous 
to  buy  through  Hongkong,  because  of  high  and  uncertain  freight 
rates.  Howeverj  a  good  quantity  of  the  wares  thus  purchased,  par- 
ticularly galvanized  iron,  is  of  American  origin.  These  two  firms 
estimate  the  purchase  during  1915  by  their  Saigon  offices  of  iron 
and  steel  of  American  origin  at  $10,000  and  $25,0(>0,  respectively. 

Drngglst'B  SnppUei  and  Agrioaltural  Implements. 

No.  15IKJ1.  Dniga,  ehemicalt.  phf/aieian'g  9upplirt,  ctc.-^An  American  con- 
sular ofiicer  in  the  Far  F,ast  reports  thnt  the  proprietor  of  a  large  pharmacy 
hiis  nsked  fo  be  put  In  touch  with  American  dealers  In  drugs,  chemicals,  physi- 
cian's supplies,  rubber  tiiblnjr.  syrln<res.  etc. 

This  dealer  is  buying  these  supplies  of  Japan,  because  the  Japanese 
will  quote  prices  c.  i.  f.  Saigon.  American  firms  insist  on  f.  o.  b. 
prices,  and  exchange  on  America  is  at  present  so  high  and  so  uncer- 
tain that  direct  business  is  practically  impossible. 

No.  10103.  Aprimltnrnl  implrntpntn. — A  real  estate  neet^t  and  plnntntlon 
,vaer  in  the  East  Indies  has  Informed  an  American  consul  that  he  wishes  to 
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receire  catalognes  and  prUx  Uata  of  Bffrtenltnral  implements.  Oatalognes 
Bhould  be  In  French  and  prices  stated  iu  fruucs  per  metric  unit  QuotaClouB 
should  be  c  I.  f.  destination. 

The  gentleman  above  referred  to  informs  me  that  through  his 
Paris  representative  the  plantati(H)  of  Xuan-Loc  has  placed  an  order 
for  2,500  francs  ($485)  worth  of  American  mowing  machines  for 
use  on  the  plantation. 

The  calling  to  the  colors  of  several  local  merchants  in  whose  be- 
half trade  (^portmiities  had  been  transmitted  put  an  end  to  nego- 
tiations for  the  time  being. 


LAHGASHIBE  COTTON-SPHniZNa  BSGORB. 

[From  tlM  llitnchester  (England)  Dallj  Dispatch,  Dee.  0.1 

The  review  of  the  Lancashire  cotton-spinning  industry  for  1915 
makes  particularly  interesting  reading  in  view  of  the  abnormal  cir- 
cumstances which  have  prevailed.  When  the  war  broke  out  values 
depreciated,  and  many  firms  were  badly  hit  by  the  decline  in  the 
value  of  the  stock- in-procees;  consequently  the  results  disclosed  in 
the  closing  portion  oi  1914  and  early  in  1915  were  on  the  whole 
disappointmg. 

Those  mills  engaged  upon  the  coarser  counts  received  a  welcome 
fillip,  however,  and  in  fact  mills  which  had  been  regarded  as  fine-, 
count  concerns  rushed  into  the  business,  which  was  more  lucrative, 
though  the  lack  of  preparatory  machinery  prevented  full  advantage 
being  taken  of  the  situation. 

For  the  time  being  the  step  may  have  been  a  profitable  one,  but  it 
is  a  moot  point  whether  the  changing  of  the  machinery  from  fine  to 
coarse  yams  maj  not  have  had  an  mjurious  effect  upon  the  mul^ 
and  other  madiineir,  and  it  is  hoped  that  firms  have  kept  an  eye 
upon  the  matter  of  their  depreciation,  for  the  heavier  work  has 
aererely  tested  the  plants. 


TEBIIS  irSEB  DT  THE  COTIOH  ZNSirSTBT. 

So  much  dependence  is  placed  on  written  reports  of  conditions 
in  foreipi  markets  for  cotton  goods  that  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  has  issued  a  bulletin  defining  the  terms  used 
in  the  cotton  industry  in  this  country  and  comparing  them  with 
terms  used  abroad.  The  information  contained  in  this  bulletin  is 
intended  primarily  for  American  consuls  and  others  who  are  called 
upon  occasionally  to  describe  conditions  in  the  cotton-goods  markets 
of  other  countries  and  who  have  trouble  at  times  in  finding  the 
exact  American  equivalents  for  foreign-trade  terms.  For  such 
writers  the  definitions  and  conversion  tables  contained  in  the  booklet 
will  be  invaluable,  but  there  is  also  much  information  that  will 
be  Welcomed  by  almost  everyone  connected  with  the  cotton  business 
here  at  home. 

The  new  bulletin  is  entitled  "  Terms  Used  in  the  Cotton  Industry," 
Special  Agents  Series  No.  105,  and  is  sold  at  5  cents  a  copy  by 
the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office^ 
Washington,  D.  C,  and  by  the  district  offices  of  the  Bureau  of  For- 
eign and  Domestic  Commerce. 
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NEWFOUNDLAND  WEST  COAST  HEBBING  FISHEBT, 

[Consalnr  Assistunt  O.  C.  Gould,  Hay  of  iKla&dB,  I>ec.  6.] 

For  many  years  the  bulk  of  the  herring  caught  on  the  west  coast 
of  Newfoundland  has  been  taken  by  a  few  New  England  concerns. 
Originally  these  herring  were,  for  the  most  part,  caught  from 
American  vessels,  but  more  recently  the  distinction  between  hiring 
Newfoundlanders  as  ci-ews  for  American  vessels  and  buying  the 
Ciitch  of  Newfoundland  fishermen  has  grown  less  marked.  This  has 
been  especially  the  case  since  the  new  United  States  tariff  went  into 
efiect,  abolisiung  the  advantage  of  American-caught  fish. 

Formerly  the  local  fishermen  depended  for  equipment  almost  en- 
tirely upon  the  credit  extended  them  by  the  captains  of  American 
vessels,  to  whom  they  sold  their  catch  [see  Commerce  Reports  for 
Feb.  9,  101.5]j  but  they  now  buy  their  gear  where  it  can  be  had 
cheapest  and  sell  their  fish  where  they  will  bring  the  best  prices; 
tills  has  had  a  tendency  to  loosen  the  hold  of  the  New  England  con- 
cerns and  to  turn  a  large  part  of  the  Newfoundland  catch  into  Cana- 
dian trade  channels.  In  fact,  the  existence  of  an  "American  fishery," 
as  such,  in  these  waters  has,  in  practice,  largely  ceased,  British  sub- 
sidiary corporations  handling  the  business  of  those  American  firms 
that  have  the  largest  interests  hera.  Many  of  the  vessels  that  were 
familiar  bearers  of  the  American  flag  in  this  region  have  now  been 
placed  under  British  registry  and  the  others  operate  only  as  freight- 
ers. In  a  few  yeai-s,  if  this  trend  continues,  there  will  be  no  such 
thing  as  an  American  fishery  on  the  west  coast  of  Newfoundland. 

Kewfonndland  Hurlns  Packed  by  Scoteli  Ketliod. 

Earlier  dispatches  from  this  office  [see  Daily  Consular  and  Trade 
Repoits  for  Jan.  20,  1914]  told  of  the  introduction  into  Newfound- 
land of  Scotch  curing  methrds.  This  innovation  in  cure  has  not 
been  wholly  successful,  for  the  herring  so  packed  have  proved  of 
uncertain  quality.  The  prices  paid  by  buyere  in  New  York  (whither 
all  of  this  grade  is  shipped)  clearly  reflect  that  market's  opinion  of 
the  inferiority  of  the  Newfoundland  pack  to  the  genuine  Scotch- 
cured  herring.  Five  new  firms  are  now  established  in  Bay  of  Islands 
for  packing  herring  by  the  Scotch  method,  and  of  these  one  has  a 
corps  of  Scotchmen  well  acquainted  with  the  process.  Each  has 
announced  its  intention  of  packing  5,000  to  10,000  barrels.  There  are 
thi'ee  other  firms  which  have  ^ut  up  herring  by  the  Scotch  method 
in  previous  seasons,  with  facilities  for  ail  even  greater  output  than 
the  new  firms,  and  in  addition  there  are  near^  a  score  of  small' 
packers. 

Some  of  the  new  firms  entered  the  field  under  a  misapprehension 
of  conditions  here.  They  had  been  informed  that  heavy  fishing  was 
to  be  had  regularly  throughout  October  and  November,  when  the 
weather  is  mild  enough  to  permit  the  curing  of  herring  bv  the  Scotch 
method.  With  tlie  advent  of  frost  the  use  of  this  method  is  more 
difficult,  though  not  impossible,  and  American  buyers  of  frozen  her- 
ring, then  to  be  obtained,  can  afford  to  and  do  pay  prices  that  the 
Scotch  packers  can  not  meet.  It  is,  of  course,  ti*ue  that  there  ia 
occasional  heavy  fishing  in  these  bnvs  in  November,  hut  there  is  none 
in  October,  and  whatevei*  heavy  fisliing  there  is  in  November  comes 
in  "f^nrts"  which  can  not      relied  on.   Heavy  fishing  may  be 
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depended  on  only  after  Thanksgivings  Day.  The  discovery  of  this 
fact  will  keep  some  of  the  firms  icom  a  repetition  of  their  experience 
this  fall  in  Bay  of  Islands. 

Other  firms,  composed  principally  of  local  persons,  have  suffered 
from  a  giave  misunderstanding  of  the  prices  paid  for  the  genuine 
Scotch  article. 

aoTenunent  Inspector!  Appointed. 

The  Newfoundland  Government  has  provided  for  the  inspection 
of  the  local  Scotch  pack,  the  inspectors  having  just  been  appointed. 
The  force  in  this  bay  is,  however,  entirely  inadequate  for  a  thorough 
supervision  of  the  industry.  It  is  understood  that  inspection  is 
not  compulsory  at  present,  and,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn, 
none  of  the  shipments  invoiced  to  date  have  been  inspected.  There 
is,  of  course,  much  that  these  officials  can  do  in  educating  the  peo- 
ple in  this  method  of  curing,  but  it  doubted  whether  they  can  ma- 
terially improve  the  quality  of  this  season's  pack.  That  of  a  few 
firms  IS  good;  some  could  scarcely  be  improved  on;  but  there  is  a 
strong  probability  that,  as  heretofore,  considerable  quantities  of 
Newfoundland  herring  packed  by  the  Scotch  method  will  reach 
New  York  unfit  for  sale. 


DXOF  IN  IHFORTS  VHX  BBBUCE  SPADTS  GOAL  SUPPLY. 

tCoDsnl  Robertaon  Honer.  Madrid.  Spain,  Not.  10.] 

La  Actualidad  Financiera,  published  in  Madrid,  states  that  coal 
statisticians  have  made  an  error  of  more  than  12J  per  cent  in  their 
figiires  as  to  the  amount  of  coal  consumed  in  Spain  annually.  It  had 
been  estimated  that  the  annual  consumption  was  about  7,000,000 
metric  tons  (metric  ton=2.204.6  pounds),  while  the  figures  produced 
the  periodical  tend  to  place  the  amount  at  more  than  8,000^00 
tons. 

The  writer  states  that  Spanish  coal  mines  produced  4,750,000  tons 
in  1914,  as  against  about  8.RO0,0O0  tons  in  1918,  while  imports  of 
Eneiish  coal  fell  off  in  1914  to  2.940,000  tons,  as  against  3,650.000 
tons  in  1913.  Of  the  total  amount  of  coal  and  coke  imported  by 
Spain  nearlv  90  per  cent  has  hitherto  come  from  England. 

Figures  nljtained  by  the  American  consulate  show  that  during  the 
first  10  months  of  1915  Spain  imported  on!y  1,437,120  tons  of  coal 
and  155,634  tons  of  coke  from  all  sources.  Of  these  imports,  1,356,994 
tons  of  coal  came  from  England.  932,636  tons  being  aamittcrl  free  of 
duty;  and  153.933  tons  of  coke  were  imported  from  England,  92,484 
tons  being  admitted  free  of  duty.  The  United  States  exported  to 
Spain  74.015  tons  during  the  same  period;  of  this  amount  48.973  tons 
vere  admitted  free  of  duty.  The  United  States  exported  2  tons  of 
coke. 

The  output  of  Spanish  coal  mines  has  by  no  means  increased  dur- 
ing 1915  to  any  figure  which  will  counteract  this  falling  off  in  im- 
ports, and  at  the  present  time  there  is  an  outlook  strongly  indicating 
a  decided  scarcety  of  coal  in  Spain  in  the  immediate  future. 

f An  nrticle  on  the  conRumptton  of  coat  In  Maiaga  was  piihUfthed  In  Comvrrck 
Reports  for  Dec.  31. 1915.  A  table  of  rates  on  coal  from  Great  Britain  to  Spain 
i»rinted  In  the  Issue  of  Dec  17,  1S15.1 
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KOTOS  TRUCES  NXEDEB  FOB  CAHAST  ISLANDS  I&ODnCTS. 

(Conmil  George  K.  Stiles.  Teneriffe,  Not.  29.] 

Without  a  mile  of  steam  railway  in  operation  in  the  islands,  and 
with  vast  quantities  of  bananas,  tcmatoes,  and  potatoes  daily  being 
hauled  from  the  plantations  to  its  ports,  the  Canary  Archipelago  un- 
doubtedly offers  an  exceptionul  opportunity  for  American  motor 
trucks.  Millions  of  pounds  of  fruits  and  vegetables  are  every  year 
slowly  and  most  expensively  dragged  to  the  seacoast  by  six-mule 
teams,  whereas  the  same  labor  could  be  more  economically  per- 
formed by  motor  trucks,  and  will  eventually  be  handled  by  motor 
wagons  of  the  modern  commercial  type. 

If  the  strong  and  highly  organized  American  truck-manufacturing 
concerns  would  carefully  study  the  situation  here,  they  could  not 
fail  to  find  that,  while  no  motor  trucks  are  now  in  use,  the  com- 
pany that  carefully  works  this  territory  will  eventually  reap  a  rich 
harvest. 

Agrlonltural  Wealth  in  Widely  Scattered  Sectlont. 

The  agricultural  wealth  of  these  islands  lies  in  widely  scattered 
sections,  devo:ed  to  banana,  tomato,  and  potato  production,  and  in 
the  absence  of  railways  (projected  but  never  begun),  the  managers 
of  the  big  fruit  combinations,  before  the  war  started,  had  contem- 
plated the  gradual  replacement  of  the  mule  teams  by  motor-driven 
trucks,  especially  constructed  to  carry  loads  very  light  in  proportion 
to  their  bulk.  Similar  trucks,  witli  specially  constructed  bodies, 
are  already  in  use  in  other  fruit-exporting  countries.  The  war 
put  an  end  to  these  plans.  However,  the  directing  heads  of  Canary 
plantations  realize  that,  with  some  slight  modifications,  to  suit  local 
conditions,  American  motor  trucks  would  prove  cheaper  in  the  long 
run  than  a  continuance  of  the  innumerable  mule  teams  now  required 
for  hauling.  War  conditions  have  made  mules  and  horses  exces- 
sively hi^h,  while  the  cost  of  feeding  these  animals  has  more  than 
doubled  since  January  1,  1915. 

Men  responsible  for  the  actual  management  of  the  fruit  and  vege- 
table exporting  firms  express  a  desire  to  see  the  motor-truck  proposi- 
tion tried  out.  This  means  that  if  after  careful  study  an  American 
firm  will  place  one  or  several  trucks  here  a  successful  demonstration 
would  mean  a  steady  increase  in  orders  until  the  nmle  teams  were 
driven  out,  except  in  a  few  districts  where  espc  inlly  bad  roads  or 
excessive  grades  make  tlie  trucks  unsuitable.  The  selection  of  & 
capable  local  a^ent  would  enable  the  truck  manufacturer  to  obtain  a 
true  record  of  just  what  show  of  efficiency  the  trucks  were  able  to 
make.  Skilled  labor  for  repairs  is  scarce  in  these  islands,  and  spare 
parts  should  be  provided. 
American  Automobiles  Well  Known. 

A  factor  which  will  assist  in  the  introduction  of  the  American 
motor  truck  is  the  fact  that  the  American  passenger  machine  has 
practical  control  over  tiiis  market.  The  people  here  believe  in  Ameri- 
can automobile  macliinery,  and  this  attitude  has  an  actual  value  as  a 
selling  asset  which  every  manager  of  a  sales  department  will  at  once 
recognize  as  important.  Credits  and  freights  are  prime  factors  in 
handling  a  foreign  market,  and  in  this  district  the  freights 'would  be 
the  more  important  matter  to  consider.  Very  high  freights  on  Ameri- 
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can  automobiles  are  now  bein^^  pu^i  and  on  the  cheaper  brands  the 
frei^t  recently  has  run  so  high  as  to  increase  the  selling  price  33^ 
per  cmt  c  i.  f.  Canary  ports. 

Credits  here,  as  in  aU  Latin  African  countries,  are  generally  long. 
Prior  to  the  war,  6  months  and  even  9  were  freely  granted  to  first- 
class  buyers.  During  the  war,  the  bulk  of  the  business  has  been  done 
through  payments  against  shipping  docimients  in  Canary  Island 
ports.  Introductory  sales,  however,  would  be  more  easily  made  by 
reasonable  credit  facilities;  and  as,  even  under  the  war  stress,  there 
have  been  practically  no  failures,  credit  terms  to  the  higher  class  of 
buyers  might  be  safely  granted  in  the  discretion  of  the  manufae- 
torer. 

Aotnal  ]>emoiiatratioii  the  Keynote. 

A  faTorable  introductory  offer  to  one  of  the  big  companies  should 
secure  the  opportunity  of  placing  the  right  kind  of  a  motor  truck 
as  an  actual  working  demonstration.  The  business  is  undoubtedly  to 
be  obtained  if  properly  sought.  However,  mere  catalogues,  f.  o.  b. 
prices  at  New  York,  and  a  desire  to  secure  a  big  initial  profit  will  not 
suffice.  This  was  strikingly  shown  during  the  past  five  years,  when 
American  machines  for  passenger  service  struggled  for  this  market. 

[Two  lists,  the  first  containing  the  names  of  well-known  firms  which  would 
be  the  nnturul  leaders  here  In  any  movement  toward  the  introduction  of  motor 
trucks,  the  second  ninde  xip  of  firms  and  individuals  already  interested  in  the 
automobile  industry,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  its  district  offlce&  Refer  to  file  No.  70630.] 


VOSWAT  A  POSSIBIE  ICABXET  FOB  OFTIGAL  GOODS. 

(Conanl  Maurice  P.  Danlap,  Stavanger,  Dee.  4,] 

There  is  an  opportunity  for  the  introduction  of  the  cheaper  grades 
of  American  optical  supplies  in  Stavanger.  A  leading  optician  states 
that  if  once  American  goods  were  sold  here  in  a  coup^  of  years  there 
would  be  a  general  use  of  them  throughout  Norway,  where  now  there 
is  practically  none.  The  regular  source  of  supply  has  been  rendered 
uncertain  by  the  war. 

The  main  difficulty  in  the  way  is  the  question  of  terms.  Buyers  here 
are  accustomed  to  three  months*  credit,  and  it  is  hard  for  them  to  think 
of  any  other  system.  Prices  formerly  quoted  from  America  have 
seemed  satisfactory,  but  the  cash  terms  were  not.  American  styles 
are  considered  highly  desirable,  much  more  attractive  than  those  in 
general  use  here,  and  the  belief  has  been  expressed  that  people  would 
giadl)'  pay  twice  the  price  for  goods  that  were  of  a  certainty  "  made 
in  America."  The  term  "American  fashion  "  is  common  in  tne  trade. 
The  "American  fashions,"  however,  are  not  fashioned  in  America, 
although  the  styles  have  been  carefully  copied  from  there. 

American  nickel  and  gold-filled  frames  should  find  a  good  sale 
here.  There  would  probably  be  no  market  for  gold  frames.  The 
quality  and  style  of  the  lenses  themselves  are  considered  superior. 
Binoculars  and  field  glasses  are  particularly  needed  here  now. 
These  glasses  are  of  great  use  to  fishermen  and  other  seafaring  folk. 
The  American  article  is  considered  expensive,  but  of  good  quality. 

{A.  list  of  the  leading  opticians  In  the  Stavanger  district  may  t>e  obtained 
from  the  Bnreau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Gonunerce  or  its  district  oflOcea. 
Bef&r  to  flle  Na  70842.] 
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FREIGHT  BATES  FBOM  CHZHA  BECOME  PROHIBITITE. 

[Consul  Goaeral  George  B.  Andcnon,  Hongkong;  Oct.  28.1 

Tlie  present  freight  rates  from  China  to  the  Umted  States  on 
Chinese  produce  generally  ai-e  so  high  as  to  prevent  shipments. 
For  some  weeks  past  the  ocean-traffic  situation  in  Hcmgkong,  affect- 
ing American  trade  in  general,  has  heen  very  uncertain,  as  re^rds 
both  the  Pacific  and  the  New  York  confei-ences. 

The  situation  in  the  trans-Pacific  trade  hinges  upon  the  supply 
of  tonnage  for  the  movement  of  goods  anticipated  during  the  next 
few  niontlis.  and  for  tlie  regular  transportation  of  passengei-s  and 
mail.  The  New  York  (jonferencc  trade  has  taken  a  peculiar  turn, 
for  the  offerings  of  vessels  for  New  York  and  Boston  business  by 
a^ny  route  are  scai'cely  one-third  the  usual  number,  and  it  is  under- 
stood here  that  shipments  for  even  this  small  number  are  so  small 
as  to  make  it  difficult  to  fill  the  vessels  actually  sailing.  Rates, 
however,  are  still  maintained  at  a  very  high  figure,  in  more  or  less 
agreement  with  rates  obtaining  in  other  parts  of  the  world. 

Freight  rates  from  Hongkonfj  to  the  east  coast  of  the  United 
States  are  now  so  high  as  to  brmg  the  cost  of  most  Chinese  com- 
modities above  the  ordinary  consumption  point,  and  until  they 
i-ecede  to  a  more  reasonable  range,  a  very  large  proportion  of  ordi- 
nary Chinese  exports  to  the  United  States  can  not  be  moved. 

Weekly  Service,  Hongkong  to  San  Franelseo,  In  Sight. 

Shipping  services  across  the  Pacific  are  being  rearranged  with 
the  intention  of  furnisliing  a  mail  and  passenger  service  from 
Japan  to  San  Francisco,  with  more  or  less  effort  to  serve  Hongkong 
and  the  Pliilippines,  and  a  weekly  service  from  Hongkong  to  San 
Francisco  is  now  in  sigiit.  So  far,  however,  little  tonnage  has  been 
added  to  take  the  place  of  that  taken  from  the  Pacific  by  the  trans- 
fer of  the  vessels  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Co.  and  other 
American  vessels  to  other  parts  of  the  world,  and  North  Pacific 
services  have  been  weakened  to  establish  regular  Hongkong- 
Honolulu-San  Francisco  sailings. 

Under  the  suggestion  of,  ana  b^  arrangement  with  the  Japanese 
Government,  the  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha,  the  Japanese  steamship  line 
which  has  maintained  the  finest  and  fastest  service  between  Hong- 
kong and  San  Francisco,  in  coimection  with  the  Pacific  Mail 
Steamship  Co.,  has  arranged  for  the  use  of  two  steamers  of  the 
Osaka  Shosen  Kaislia — the  Seattle  Maru  and  the  Manila  Maru — 
to  maintain  a  weekly  service  similar  to  that  maintained  heretofore 
by  the  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha  and  the  Pacific  Mail  Co.,  adding  a 
])assenger  vessel  and  the  Dairen  Mant^  a  freight  vessel  chartered 
temporarily.  However,  the  transfer  of  these  vessels  from  the 
Seattle  to  the  San  Francisco  run  merely  changes  tonnage  from  one 
part  of  the  Pacific  to  another,  and  leaves  the  trans-Pacific  ^^ght 
situation  in  general  yet  to  be  improved. 

little  Belief  Seennd  for  Tonnage  Bltnatloii. 

The  announcement  of  the  formation  of  the  Chinese  company  and 
its  purchase  of  the  steamship  China  has  aroused  interest  here,  but  it  is 
realized  that  in  this  company,  too,  little  relief  so  far  has  actually 
been  secured  for  the  tonnage  situation.  Unless  new  vessels,  not  now 
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in  service  on  the  Pacific,  can  be  had,  the  shortage  of  freight  tonnage 
will  be  acute  within  the  next  three  months. 

The  inniigriration  of  the  new  service  of  the  Dutch  company  from 
Java  to  the  United  States  is  the  first  actual  addition  to  available 
tonnage  across  the  Pacific,  and  it  is  likely  to  have  an  impoitant  bear- 
ing upon  conditions  in  the  course  of  the  winter. 

[Previous  dlspatchra  from  Hongkong  in  relation  to  the  shipping;  i^ltaatton  on 
tiie  Paclflr  were  published  In  Couubbcb  UEPOBra  for  Dec.  10,  Oct.  16,  Sept.  20, 
and  Sept  30,  1015.]   

XTKEUFLOTKENT  IN  AUSXEHDAU. 

[Cmsnl  Frank  W.  Mabin.  Amsterdam.  Dec  T.] 

The  number  of  unemployed  in  Amisterdam  has  steadily  declined 
during  the  calendar  year  1915,  though  it  is  still  large.  It  is  now  re- 
ported at  about  7,000  in  the  principal  trades.  The  diamond  industry 
alone  accounts  for  half  this  number.  There  is  employed  in  the 
diamond  industry  of  Amsterdam  in  normal  times  about  10,000  skilled 
workers.  In  July,  1914,  there  was  no  unemployment.  In  September, 
1914,  the  number  of  imemployed  was  96  per  cent  of  the  total  diamond 
vorkers.  September,  1915,  this  percentage  had  declined  to  about 
60.  Now  it  is  under  50. 

In  the  goldsmith  and  silversmith  trade  the  unemployed  in  Septem- 
ber, 1914,  was  93  per  cent  of  the  total,  but  a  year  later  it  was  only  16 
per  cent,  and  is  understood  to  be  still  less  now. 

Unemployment  in  the  cigar-making  trade  was  4  per  cent  in  July^ 
1914,  and  62  per  cent  in  September.  A  year  later  it  was  1.2  per  cent, 
being  less  than  before  the  war. 

The  diamond,  jewelry,  and  cigar  trades  were  the  most  seriously 
affected  by  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  The  least  affected  of  trades 
officially  listed  was  that  of  the  baker.  Unemployment  therein  was 
1  per  cent  just  before  the  war ;  in  September,  1914,  it  was  12  per  cent ; 
and  now  it  is  about  2  per  cent. 

The  population  of  Amsterdam,  November  1, 1915,  was  614,830. 


AUTERICAH  CONSULAR  OFFICERS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Post. 

Expirs- 
tiM)  of 
veoo*. 

Addrais. 

Ptck,  Wnivs  R  

C»nad»,  wmiam  W  

niniaM.Oeori!eK  

BoBat7,  WObert  L.«  

Tslngtau,  Chfna  

VoraCrm,  Mexico. . . . 
Mararaibo,  Vcno;ueIa. 
San  L  ula  Potos  t, 
Uexico. 

Jan.  31 
Jan.  31 

Feb.  1 
Feb.  17 
Feb.  13 

Department  ofState.  Washington,  P.  C. 
Bureau  of  Forelpu  and  Dome^lic  Com- 
merco,    Ku3m   409,  Customhouse, 
•  Ne  V-  Vori-,  Y. 
Wincheiter,  Ind, 
1^3  Churrii  Street,  Uabile,  Ala. 
1903  North  Bush  (not,  Santa  Aiu^  Cal. 

■  consul  Wllbert  L.  Bonney  will  visit  San  Francisco,  Los  AnsRlca.  and  Ban  Dl^.  Cal, 
ud  But  Antonio,  Tex.,  and  will  advise  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  each  oC  these  cities  oi 
kl>  aiMnl  and  address. 
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HEW  GOVERNMENT  PUBLICATIONS. 


The  Superintendent  of  Doouments,  Washington,  D.  C,  announces 
that  he  has  received  in  stock  during  the  week  ended  January  1, 191fi,. 
the  following  new  United  States  Goveiiiment  publications,  whidi 
he  will  sell  at  the  nominal  prices  affixed : 

Drill  Book  for  ihc  Hospital  Corps,  United  l^tatcs  Navy,  1915. — Covers  signals 
nuO  (itjfliiltlmis,  geiieral  iiriiiciples,  sclioot  of  the  recruit,  litter  drill,  tent  drill, 
landing  for<  e,  limiors  and  salutes,  etc.    Price,  llexihie  leather.  05  cents. 

Vonsiblc  Cau-tcH  of  flic  Decline  of  Oil  Wells,  Mines  Bureau  Technical  Paper 
61. — Covei's  onuses  of  declining  yield,  decrease  of  oil  supplies,  und  decrease  due 
to  iXK>r  manngement,  neighboring  wells,  etc.   Price,  paper,  5  cents. 

Sa/iiplintJ  ami  Ai>alij::iug  Fine  Gases,  Min&s  DuUetin  97. — Covers  sampling, 
analysis,  etc.,  of  Hue  gases,  wUii  detailwl  description  of  apparatas,  xu-epuration 
of  solutions,  etc.   Price,  piiiior,  35  tents. 

Industrial  (Jan  Caloiimetry,  Standards  Bureau  Technologic  Paper  36. — Covers 
flCoi>e  of  tlif  tuvestlgiitlon,  InboiKtory  equlpnient,  types  of  calorlmetena,  measure- 
ment of  gas  volumes,  factors  affecting  heating  value  deteruilnatlous,  compari- 
sons, tests,  etc.  ■  Price,  paper,  40  cents. 

EleHroIi/sia  and  Jta  Mitigation,  Standards  Technologic  Paper  52. — Covers 
general  considerations  regarding  electrolysis,  methods  of  mitigation  applicable 
to  pipes,  railway  negative  returns,  etc.  l»rlee,  luipn',  30  cents. 

ifonthlp  Catalogue  of  United  fitates  Public  DoctimenU,  A'o.  251,  November, 
3915. — Lists  of  publications  of  the  United  States  Government  Issued  by  all 
departments  during  November,  giving  priee'^  in  all  instances  where  said  publi- 
cations are  for  sale  by  the  Public  Documents  OfHce.   Price,  paper,  10  cents. 

Wholesale  Prices,  ItiOO-lDl-i,  Lsibor  Bureau  Bulletin  181. — Extensive  statis- 
tical tables  covering  wliolesaU;  prices  of  connnodities,  average  wiioleaale  pricei^ 
tables  of  weights  used  in  computing,  etc.   Price,  paper,  25  cents. 

A  Hystcul  of  Poultry  Accounting,  Animal  Industry  Circular  176. — Practical 
(tysteni  for  l;eei>iiig  accounis  of  iioultry  raisers  adaptable  to  domestic  or  com- 
mercial purijoses,  I*rice,  pupcr,  5  cents. 

A  Study  of  Expenses  of  City  Kchool  Systems,  E<lucatlon  Bureau  Bulletin  5, 
1912. — Covers  classification  of  tables,  general  metiiod  of  treatment,  percentages 
oC  school  exjwnses,  methods  us4k1  in  computing,  etc.    Price,  paper,  10  cents. 

The  Danish  Peoples'  High  ffchool.  Including  a  General  Account  of  the  Educa- 
tional System  of  IX'nmark.  liducation  Bureau  Bulletin  45,  1915. — Covers  his- 
torical development,  organization  and  administration,  elementary,  seomdary, 
and  university  education.   Price,  paper.  20  cents. 

Soil  Survey  of  Dekalb  County,  Georgia,  iSepiwate  from  Field  Operations  of 
llie  Bureau  of  Soils. — Covers  description  of  tlie  soil,  climate,  etc.,  witli  soU 
iu«p.   Price,  paper,  15  cents. 

Rcconnoissance  Soil  Survey  of  NortJicastcm  Wisconsin,  Sei>amte  from  Field 
Operations  of  the  Bureau  of  Soils. — Covers  description  of  tlie  area,  climate, 
agricultural  possibilities,  etc.,  with  soil  map.   Price,  paper,  25  cents. 

Factors  in  Foreign  Trade,  Miscellaneous  Series  7,  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  <'itiinnerce. — <'^»vers  language,  currency,  weights  and  measures, 
postal  rates,  and  parcel-iwst  faculties,  etc.   Price,  paper,  0  cents. 

Financial  Dcvvlopmeuts  in  South  Atncri^an  Countries,  Special  .\gent3  Series 
tOX  of  tlie  Bureau  of  Foreitrn  and  Domestic  Oiniinerce. — (Jives  flnauciai  situa- 
tion in  Argentina,  Bolivia,  Ciiile,  Peru,  and  Uruguay.   Price,  paper,  5  cents. 

A  Fann-Management  t^urvci/  of  Three  Rrprcscntativc  Arens  in  Indiana,  Illi- 
twiit,  and  loira,  Agriculture  Department  Bulletin  41. — Covers  metlioil  of  wort," 
dewriptioH  of  the  arwis,  cllninte.  farm  profits,  incomes,  farm  receipts,  farm 
exiM*n.';»'s,  etc.   Price,  paper,  10  cents. 

Water  Supply,  Plumbing,  and  Sewage  DtsjMsal  for  Country  Umnes,  Agricul- 
ture Dt'pnrtment  Bulletin  57. — Practical  work  covering  farm  water  supply, 
sewage,  etc.,  including  use  of  tlie  wptie  tank,  gi-avlty  system,  well  protection^ 
pneumatic  tanks,  etc.  I'rice,  paper,  10  cents. 
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The  \orthciT%  Hardwood  Foreft:  Its  C<mpo»ition,  Orotolh,  and  Managemmt, 
Agriculture  Deiwrtment  Bulletin  285. — Covers  top(»Rraphy,  climate,  composition, 
growth,  second  growtb,  ecoDomic  Importaace,  management,  etc.  Price,' paper,  20 
cents. 

The  Aahes:  Their  Oharactcristic*  and  MaJiaffcment,  Agriculture  Dtimrtment 
Bulletin  299. — Covers  description  of  groups  and  vnrleties  of  anlies,  cultivation, 
management  and  uses,  value  of  the  timber,  etc.  Price,  paper,  25  cents. 

Witlow$:  Their  (Jrotcth,  Use,  and  Importance,  Agriculture  Departmont  BuUe* 
tin  316.— Oovers  the  tree  and  its  varieties,  soil,  moisture,  light,  life  history,  cul- 
tlTatiun,  uses,  etc.   Price,  paper,  15  cents. 

Community  Pi-oduction  of  Durango  Cotton  in  the  Imi>€rial  Valley,  Agriculture 
DefnrtmeDt  Bulletin  324.— History  of  the  Industry,  varieties  grown,  progress, 
tt^anlz&tlop.  fiDnnces,  etc  Price,  paper,  5  cents. 

Experiments  in  Vaccination  against  Anthrax,  Agriculture  Department  Bnlle- 
tin  340. — ^Dlstmsalon  of  the  prevalence  of  anthrax  and  methods  of  control,  vac- 
cination, production  of  serum,  experiments,  etc.  Price,  paper,  5  cents. 

Trenching  Machini^y  Used  for  the  Construction  of  Trem-hes  for  the  Drains, 
PnrmCTS'  Bulletin  698. — Covers  construction  of  plows,  scoops,  wheel  excavators, 
eDdletss-chain  excavators,  scraper  excavators,  back-flUlng  and  tlle^laying  devices, 
cost  of  trenching,  etc.  Price,  paper,  5  cents. 


The  minutes  of  the  proceedings  at  the  meat-export  conference  held 
recently  at  Diirban  and  pr^ided  over  by  the  Acting  Secretary  for 
Agriculture  (Mr.  du  Toit)  show  that  while  otir  breeders  of  slaughter 
stock  have  a  splendid  opportunity  "for  developing  a  large  and  valnable 
export  trade  m  meat,  a  great  deal  must  be  done  before  the  business 


merely  m  its  infancy,  and  so  far  has  been  fostered  by  the  abnormal 
war  conditions.  According  to  Mr.  du  Toil's  views,  however,  the 
world's  supply  of  meat  is  likely  to  continue  in  the  near  future  unequal 
to  the  demand,  and  there  will  be  abundant  scope  for  South  African 
enterprise.  But  if  South  Africa  desires  to  secure  a  permuient  market 
in  Europe  its  farmers  must  improve  the  breed  of  their  flocks  and 
herds  and  they  must  make  better  provision  than  they  have  hitherto, 
done  against  dry  seasons. 

It  is  estimated  that  there  are  sufficient  cattle  in  the  country  to 
maintain  an  export  trade  if  the  herds  were  up  to  the  right  standard. 
Mr.  du  Toit,  in  the  course  of  an  interesting  comparison,  arrived  at 
the  conclusion  that  we  have  in  South  Africa  no  fewer  cattle  per  head 
of  population  than  New  Zealand  and  no  fewer  sheep  than  the  Argen- 
tine, and  both  those  coimtries  are  meat-exporting  countries.  The 
building  up  of  even-quality  herds  and  flocks,  however,  will  be  no  easy 
matter,  and  must  take  time.  Still,  with  the  large  importations  of  high- 
class  pedigree  stock  which  have  been  going  on  during  recent  years, 
it  ought  to  be  achieved  ultimately. 

On  the  whole,  if  the  optimists  are  right,  it  would  seem  that  a  regu- 
lar export  meat  trade  is  within  the  range  of  possibility  in  the  not 
distant  future  if  the  matter  is  taken  in  hand  in  the  right  spirit.  But 
to  start  a  regular  export  trade  before  there  is  an  adequate  surplus  of 
meat  available  for  exportation  would  be  a  great  injustice  to  the  South 
African  consumer  and  would  inevitably  lead  to  a  demand  for  the 
removal  of  the  meat  duty. 


SOUTH  AFRICA  KAT  BEVEIOP  EXPORT  KEAT  TRADE. 


[Prom  Cape  Ar^us,  Cape  Town,  Nor.  10.] 


footing.   The  trade  is  at  present 
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FOBEIQN  TABIFFS. 

BELeHTK. 

The  Cliarge  d'Affaires  of  the  American  Legation  at  BrusFels  has 
transmitted  a  copy  of  a  decree  promulgated  by  the  German  Govern- 
ment of  Occupation  under  date  of  October  13,  1915,  prohibiting  the 
exportation  of  a  large  number  of  products  from  Belgium.  [A  copy 
of  the  order,  which  in  addition  to  export  restrictions  contains  regula- 
tions governing  the  transportation  of  mercliandise  within  the 
country,  is  on  file  in  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce.] 

COLOHBZA. 

[Diaro  Oaclal.  Keiit.  17.  lOlIS.] 

Xzemption  from  Internal  Tax  of  Domestic  f erfumery. 

A  Colombian  law  of  September  14,  1915,  abolishes  the  excise 
duties  on  perfumes,  toilet  waters,  and  other  toilet  preparations  of 
domestic  production  prescribed  by  the  decree  of  January  27,  1915. 
Imported  preparations,  however,  remain  subject  to  an  excise  tax 
ranging  from  0.50  peso  to  5  pesos  per  kilo  (gold  peso,  $1).  [See 
Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  17,  p.  129.] 

GEEUANY. 

[Handt'l  und  Gewerbe,  Nov.  20,  1915.] 

Proposed  Ueasnres  for  Protection  of  German  Karket. 

The  Association  of  Saxon  Manufacturers  (Verband  Sachsischer 
Industrie] ier)  adopted  the  following  ivsolution  on  October  7,  1915: 

In  view  of  the  danger  of  a  scarcity  of  raw  inntorinls,  semi-manufactures,  anil 
nianufuctures  tliat  may  be  caused  liy  the  ch:in{;<;  in  the  economic  life  of  Germany 
from  war  conOltlons  to  thow  of  [>eace,  and  the  possibility  that  n  sudden  re- 
sumption of  commercial  relations  wltli  tlie  present  hoRtlle  countries  upon  tlic 
conclusion  of  the  war  will  result  In  the  flooding  of  the  German  market  wltli 
foreign  pro<lucts,  the  Association  of  Saxon  Manufacturers  conRl<1ei^  It  neces- 
sary that  the  bundesnit  (Federal  Council)  adc^t  proper  measures  to  guard 
agnlust  such  displacement  of  German  industry  ^m  the  German  market,  and 
believes  that  this  coiild  be  ncconiplislieil  most  expetlltlously  by  a  t«nporary 
restriction  of  foreign  imports  of-  semi-manufactures  and  manufactures  to  a 
flixed  portion  of  such  Imports  prior  to  the  war. 

SALVASO&. 

-   I  Consul  Gcnerfil  Henry  F.  Tennant,  Not.  8,  I&IS.] 
Export  Duty  on  Hides. 

An  executive  decree,  published  November  6,  1915,  changes  the  ex" 
port  duty  on  hides  (raw  or  tanned)  to  $7  (United  States  gold)  per 
100  kilos,  gross  weight.  [The  former  export  duty  on  hides  shipped 
from  Salvador  (reportetl  in  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  15,  p.  53)  was 
per  100  kilos,  and  in  addition  30  pesos  per  100  kilos  (silver  peso, 
Oct.  1, 1915,  $0.3537).] 

[El  Pcrunno,  Oct  13,  1013.] 
Export  Snties  on  Agricultural  Products. 

The  proposed  law  providing  for  export  duties  on  certain  agricul- 
tural products  (see  Commerce  Heports  for  Oct.  23,  1915,  p.  842) 
was  enacted  October  6, 1915,  with  a  few  mo(lifications. 
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An  report  duty  of  6  pence  per  quintal  (101.4  pounds),  gross 
weight,  is  to  be  levied  on  sugar  of  all  kinds  when  the  price  (f.  o.  b. 
port  0^  shipment)  of  granulated  sugar,  polarizing  0G°,  is  nnt  Ic^s 
than  11  shillings  6  pence  per  quintal.  The  rates  of  export  duty  on 
cotton,  which  are  to  be  based  on  f.  o.  b.  prices,  port  (»f  shipment,  are 
as  follows:  When  the  price  of  cotton  ("  Piuru  rough")  is  not  les3 
than  7^  pence  per  pound,  a  duty  of  7^  pence  per  quintai  is  to  be 
imposed,  and  an  additional  2j  pence  per  quintal  for  each  advance 
of  i  penny  per  pound;  on  other  cotton  ("  moderate- rough  and  Mita- 
fifi  )  an  export  tax  of  5  pence  per  quintal  is  to  be  levied  when  the 
price  is  not  less  than  7  pence  per  pound,  with  an  increase  of  2J 
pence  for  each  advance  of  |  penny  per  pound;  "smooth"  (suave) 
cotton  is  to  be  dutiable  at  6  pence  per  quintal  when  the  price  ranges 
between  5^  and  6^  pence  per  pound,  at  1  shilling  when  the  price  is 
between  6i  and  Tf  pence  per  pound,  and  at  2  shillings  in  case  the 
price  reaches  73  pence.  A  duty  of  2  shillings  per  quintal  (gross 
weight)  is  to  be  collected  on  wool,  including  alpaca  and  vicuna,  when 
the  Liverpool  quotation  for  washed  wool  (first  quality)  is  not  less 
than  11  pence  per  100  pounds.  Green  cattle  hides  are  to  be  subject 
U*  a  duty  of  |  penny,  and  dry  cattle  hides  to  a  duty  of  IJ  pence  per 
kilo. 

The  Lima  Chamber  of  Commerce  is  to  issue  a  weekly  statement  of 
prices,  based  on  the  average  prices  for  the  previous  week,  which  is 
to  be  the  basis  for  levying  the  export  duties.  This  statement  is  to  be 
based  on  the  Liverpool  prices  for  wool  and  also  for  cotton,  except 
that  the  New  York  quotations  will  be  taken  in  the  case  of  "  rough 
Kara"  cotton  destined  for  that  port.  The  current  price  of  sugar 
f.  0.  b.  port  of  shipment  is  to  be  the  basis  for  determining  whether 
sugar  is  to  be  subject  to  export  duty.  Payment  of  duties  is  to  he 
made  by  means  of  sight  drafts  of  &0  days  on  London  or  New  York. 
[All  rates  are  given  in  English  currency  (shilling,  12  pence=$0.243).] 

SzemptlOB  in  I^tot  of  Exports  from  Loreto. 

According  to  a  law  published  the  same  date,  exports  through  the 
ports  of  Iquitos  and  Madre  de  Dios  are  to  be  exempt  from  these 
duties,  in  order  to  protect  the  undeveloped  industries  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Loreto. 

(El  Peranno,  Nov.  20.] 

Sumption  for  Cotton  Shipped  Through  Ho. 

Cotton  produced  in  the  lowlands  of  the  Province  of  Tacna  and 
exported  through  the  port  of  Ilo  is  to  be  exempt  from  the  expoi't 
duties  established  by  the  above  law,  according  to  a  Peruvian  decree 
of  October  30, 1915. 

FOBTUOAX. 

rDinrlo  do  Goverao.  Nov.  2,  1013.] 

Sednctlon  on  Corn  and  Bye. 

A  Portuguese  decree  of  November  2, 1915,  permits  the  importation 
of  an  unlimited  quantity  of  com  and  rye  into  Portugal  prior  to 
April  30,  1916.  A  reduced  duty  of  0.1  reis  per  kilo  ($0.0042  per  100 
pounds)  is  to  be  imposed  on  such  products.  [The  duty  on  corn  pre- 
scribed by  the  Portuguese  customs  tariff  (Tariff  No.  320)  is  18  reis 
per  kilo  and  that  on  rye  (Tariff  No.  323)  16  reis  per  kilo.] 
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SHIFUEinS  OF  SWATOW  O&ANOES. 

[('onsul  H.  G.  Hanson,  Bwntow,  Cbina,  Nov.  24.] 
Tlie  onm«^ey  for  which  Swatow  is  justly  famous,  of  which  14,623 
tons  were  e.xpoited  in  1!>14,  are  grown  principally  in  extensive  groves 
in  the  C'haoynng  and  C'hao-an  di.stricts  of  Kwangtung  Province. 
The  groves  are  owned  by  Chinese  farmers  and  have  been  in  exist- 
ence for  many  years. 

The  orange  ti-ees  are  grown  fi'oni  seedlings  2  or  8  feet  high, 
which  are  planted  about  9  feet  apart,  and  receive  most  careful  cul- 
tivation. The  soil  is  fertilized  with  bean  cake  and  watered  diligently, 
and  every  precaution  is  taken  against  pests,  especially  against  the 
orange  beetle.  The  trees  bear  after  three  or  four  years,  and  at 
maturity  are  about  12  feet  high  with  leaves  of  a  pleasant,  pungent 
odor.  The  spaces  between  the  trees  are  often  utilized  for  growing 
vegetables. 
The  Orange  Harvest. 

The  orange  harvest  begins  in  earnest  at  the  winter  solstice,  Decem- 
ber 22,  and  continues  for  about  two  months.  Some  of  the  fruit  is 
kept  on  the  tree  until  as  late  as  the  15th  of  the  first  Chinese  moon 
(about  the  end  of  February).  The  quantity  of  the  crop  lar^y 
depends  upon  the  prevalence  or  ab^-euce  of  typhoons,  the  bugbear 
of  the  local  orange  grower. 

Swatow  oranges  are  of  two  principal  varieties,  commonly  called 
by  foreigners  the  "coolie"  and  the  "mandarin."  The  "coolie''  is  a 
close-skinned  fruit  of  medium  size  and  fine  flavor.  The  "man- 
darin "  is  loose  skinned,  very  sweet,  and  of  large  size,  and  is  more  ex- 
pensive than  the  "coolie''  orange.  It  does  not  pack  and.  ship  as 
well,  however,  as  the  latter,  which  is  a  more  hardy  fruit. 

Exportatlous  in  Seoent  Tears. 

^Vllether  intended  for  local  consumption  or  for  exportation,  the 
fruit  is  picked  when  fully  ripe  and  placed  in  bamboo  baskets.  These 
are  carried  from  the  grove  to  boats  on  a  nearby  river  or  stream 
and  tlienee  ti*ansi)orted  to  Swatow,  whei-e  the  fruit  selected  for 
export  is  packed  in  new  i)ine  tubs  3  feet  high  and  3J  feet  in  diameter 
with  holes  cut  in  the  sides  for  ventilation.  Large  quantities  of 
Swatow  oranges  are  shipped  to  Singapore,  Siam,  and  Annam  and 
smaller  quantities  to  Shanghai. 

Exports  of  oranges  from  Swatow  for  the  yeai-s  1899  to  1915  (nine 
months),  inclusive,  wei-e  as  follows  in  tons  of  2,000  pounds: 


Year. 


im 
ivno 

It  01 
1103 
1S03 


Tdth. 


1% 

ll,^72 
7,2411 


Year. 


iroi 

ivn-i 

I'.Ot 
1107 
190S 


Tons. 


P,.M7 
5,  ft 

9,  .'74 


Year. 


1009 

vm 
mi 

1912 
1013 


Tdiu. 


1S,?13 
10. -OS 
13.331 
13,000 


Year. 


1014   

1015  (3  moe.). 


Tmu. 


14,ft23 
9,351 


Ctop  Conditions  and  Prices. 

From  the.se  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  the  production  of  oranges' 
is  not  a  matter  of  minor  importance  in  this  district. 

As  a  rule  the  larger  part  of  one  year's  crop  is  not  exported  until 
the  early  part  of  the  year  foUowmg.  Thus  the  exportations  in 
1909  reflected  the  damage  to  the  190S  crop  by  a  severe  typhoon  in 
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October,  which  completely  stripped  the  trees  of  fruit  in  this  vicin- 
ily,  Uie  crop  eventually  gathered  being  very  short  in  quantity  and 
01  poor  quality.  As  a  result  prices  rose  hisher  than  they  had  been 
icT  many  years.  The  crop  for  1909  was  excellent,  as  indicated  by  the 
1910  export  figures.  The  year  1909  was  very  dry,  but  the  groves 
generally  did  not  suffer,  for  they  are  situated  on  the  banks  of  the 
Han  River,  which  affords  an  easy  source  of  water  for  irrigation 
purposes.  Nor  were  there  any  devastating  typhoons.  Prices  showed 
9  decline  of  about  $1  Mexican  (about  $0,438  U.  S.  currency)  per 
picul  (133|  pounds)  from  those  for  1908  crop,  standing  at  $2.50 
Mexican  ($1.10  U.  S.  currency)  to  $6  Mexican  ($2.68  tJ.  S.  cur- 
rency) per  picul.  The  1910  crop  was  not  so  good  either  in  quantity 
or  quality,  but  1911,  1912,  and  1913  were  all  good  years. 

Tne  1914  crop,  again,  suffered  from  the  devastating  effects  of 
several  typhoons  during  the  fall  of  that  year.  Therefore,  it  is  ex- 
pected that  the  export  figures  for  1915  will  not  be  so  high  as  the 
figures  for  1914.  The  1915  crop  is  reported  ^ood,  however,  and 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  it  will  approach  in  quantity  that  of 
1909,  for  dry  weather  and  the  absence  of  typhoons  have  obtained 
this  fall  as  m  1909. 

HEW  METHOD  07  VSXNa  COAL  IH  SHElTma, 

[Consul  fiPDcral  It.  E.  Mansfield,  VancouTer,  B.  C  Canada,  Dec.  29.] 

A  new  method  of  utilizing  coal  in  comp>etition  with  oil  fuel  is 
being  tried  at  Vancouver.  Those  conducting  the  experiments  claim 
that  cinished  coal  can  be  supplied  to  steam-producing  furnaces  by  tho 
same  method  that  oil  is  utilized.  The  new  process  is  of  special  in- 
terest to  British  Columbia,  as  it  is  proposed  to  apply  it  for  smelting 
purposes  in  the  big  mining  plants  of  the  Provmce.  It  is  claimed 
that  seven  tons  of  copper  ore  can  be  smelted  with  one  ton  of  coal  by 
this  process,  whereas  formerly  the  ratio  was  a  ton  of  coal  to  a  ton 
of  ore. 

STUDyiMG  EXFOBT  HETHOSS. 

Miss  Helen  Waldsmith,  the  principal  assistant  in  the  foreign 
trade  department  bf  the  Cincinnati  Chamber  of  Commerce,  is  in 
Washington  for  several  weeks  to  study  the  methods  of  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  in  promoting  export  trade.  The 
Cincinnati  Chamber  of  Commerce  recently  became  a  cooperative 
branch  of  the  Bureau,  and  it  was  felt  that  the  principal  assistant 
should  become  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  methods  used  in  answer- 
ing correspondence  relative  to  foreign  trade,  in  o;^imizing  files  of 
dealers,  and  in  establishing  a  reference  library  of  information  about 
details  connected  with  export  trade,  tariffs,  statistics,  trade-marks,  etc 


Cotton  Seed  Crashed  and  linters  Obtained. 

According  to  a  preliminary  report  prepared  by  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Census,  Department  of  Commerce,  the  quantity  of  cotton 
seed  crushed  up  to  January  1,  1916,  from  the  crop  of  1915,  was 
2.628,610  tons,  compared  with  3,338,176  tons  on  January  1, 1915,  from 
the  1914  crop.  The  linters  obtained  amounted  to  582,552  bales,  against 
402,078  bales. 
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AMEBICAN  EXHIBITS  AT  HOBAKT  SHOW. 

[Consul  W.  A.  BIckera.  Hobart,  Taanmnla.] 

The  Southern  Tnsmanian  Agricultural  and  Pastoral  Show,  held 
at  Hobart  in  October,  1915,  was  all  that  could  be  desired  from  the 
standpoint  of  American  manufacturers. 

As  America  expoi'ts  much  machinery,  implements  of  all  kinds, 
vehicles,  etc.,  into  Tasmania  it  necessarily  follows  thot  American 
goods  are  always  prominent  at  these  shows.  In  addition  there  was 
an  exhibit  of  American  organs  and  pianos,  being  the  first  American 
pianos  shown  in  Tasmania.  These  pianos  made  a  favorable  impres- 
sion and  there  is  no  reai^on  why  a  fair  market  should  not  develop  in 
tliis  line. 

A  farm  tractor  exhibited  attracted  much  attention,  as  this  was  the 
first  imported  into  Taf-mania.  Demonstrations  were  made  of  its 
practicability  and  economy  in  comparison  with  horses,  which  clearly 
proved  the  superiority  of  the  tractor. 

Automobiles,  Kotorcyoles,  et& 

In  the  automobile  section  American  cars  were  prominent  and  sales 
were  brisk.  On  account  of  tlie  uncertainty  as  to  deliveries  of  Euro- 
pean cars  tliere  was  littli?  biisiue^fs  in  them.  As  to  American  cars, 
all  ganiges  sold  practically  tlieir  entire  stocks  and  booked  fair  orders 
for  future  deliveries.  Four  American  cars  of  certain  make  recently 
introduced  here  were  exhibited  and  sold. 

The  disjjlay  of  a  certain  American  motorcycle  was  very  creditable 
and  at  present  the^  are  by  far  the  most  popular  in  Tasmania. 

There  were  various  other  exhibits  of  mterest  in  which  American 
goods  were  given  more  or  less  prominence  according  to  the  extent 
they  participate  in  the  local  market,  but  as  only  such  goods  are 
exhibited  here  as  may  find  a  market  among  farmers  and  pas- 
toraliits,  it  naturally  follows  tliat  many  of  the  more  important 
American  lines  of  export  can  find  no  mention  in  an  account  of  an 
exhibition  of  this  kind. 

DEPOSITS  OF  IBON  GEE  IN  HOILAirD. 

tCoDSol  Frank  W.  Mabin,  Amsterdnm.  De«.  17.] 

At  one  time  iron  ore  was  found  in  considerable  quantities  in  the 
northeasterly  Provinces  of  the  Netherlands.  In  late  years  appar- 
ently less  has  been  found.  Recently,  however,  further  deposits  of 
iron  ore  have  been  found  in  the  Province  of  Drenthe,  where  it  was 
discovered  previously.  These  deposits  were  revealed  by  the  digging 
of  peat  in  the  bogs  of  that  section.  The  ore  is  found  in  layers  just 
under  the  peat,  and  also  in  collections  or  heaps  6  to  10  feet  high  and 
30  to  50  feet  in  circumference. 


IKstrict  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Votetgn  and  Domestio  Commeroe. 

Kew  York,  Room  409  United  States  Customhouse;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
TTnited  States  CustomhOQEe;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  402  Third 
national  Bank  Buildine:;  Atlanta,  S21  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020 
Hibemla  Bank  Baildlng;  San  Frandseo,  306  United  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
9tSt  Alaska  Building.  CooperatlTe  district  oflloas:  Cleveland,  Chuiber  of  Com- 
merce; Clnclanati,  Chamber  of  Commeroe;  lot  Angeles.  Chamber  of  Commtroei 
Detroit,  Board  of  Commerce;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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POBEION  TBADE  OFPORTUNITIES. 

[Where  addrcssea  are  omitted  the;  tatty  lx>  obtnlned  from  tbe  BarcAii  or  tta  district 

afflces.] 

Slavffhtcrhovue  prodvctn.  No.  1984G. — The  commercial  flttneli^  of  the  Pepart- 
mptit  of  Commerce  In  Chile  reports  that  a  umii  In  that  amnlry  desires  to 
get  in  touch  with  American  tlrras  Interested  in  piirchaslnR  salted  snusajje 
casInEs,  b«»th  of  sheep  and  cattle;  cattle  horns;  and  twisrorl  hair  for  nint- 
treasea  and  other  uses.  The  man  also  desires  to  pet  In  touch  with  Anieri' 
can  patent  aDd  trade-marlE  agencies,  wttb  a  view  to  representius  them  ia 
that  country.  Correspondence  shimld  be  In  Spanish. 

Wire  nail*.  No.  19847. — An  American  consular  ofllrer  in  Enpland  %vrites  that 
a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  quntutlons.  c.  I.  f.  British  ports, 
from  American  manufacturers  of  wire  nnlls,  iu  quantities  of  from  10  to 
15  tons.  !n  all  sizes,  round  and  oval.  Particulars  of  packing,  date  of  de- 
liver, and  best  terms  should  be  sent  immediately. 

Tobacco  pipe*.  No.  19848, — An  American  consular  officer  In  Norway  writes  that 
a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  commiinlcete  with  American  manufacturers 
of  tobacco  pipes.  Samples,  with  lowest  export  prices,  are  desired  tmu;e* 
dlately.   GorreqwDdence  may  be  In  English. 

Oraeerfet,  eto^  Na  1964&.— An  American  consular  ofDcer  In  Argentina  .trans- 
mits an  Inqntry  from  a  man  In  his  district  wtio  desires  to  represmt  Ameri- 
can manufactures  and  exporters  of  groceries,  including  rice;  t)eans: 
fresh,  dried,  and  preserved  fruits;  potatoes;  candles;  also  wire  of  all 
fclmis  and  sisal  twine.  Reference  Is  glveo.  Correspondence  may  be  In 
EngUab. 

Cmentt  chemienlt  and  irugg,  and  Jmtier  in  itn».  No.  198S0. — An  American  con- 
solar  officer  in  the  Fnr  East  states  that  there  Is  a  possible  market  In  his 
dMrict  for  cement  chemicals  and  dmgs.  and  butter  In  tins.  A  list  of 
dealers  in  tbeae  products  has  been  forwarded. 

Owert  coatings  for  women.  No.  19S51. — An  Americna  consular  officer  In  the 
United  Kingdom  reports  that  a  firm  In  bis  district  desires  to  communicate 
with  American  manufacturers  of  covert  coatings.  55  loebes  wide.  15  to  10 
oances  in  weight  to  tbe  yard,  and  from  15  to  50  per  cent  cotton.  It  is 
stated  that  tbe  firm  Is  In  a  position  to  order  up  to  50  pieces  to  a  shade,  with 
repent  ordera  Samples  showing  tbe  kinds  of  clotb  desired  may  be  ex- 
amined at  tbe  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.   <  Refer  to  file  No.  70820.) 

Alum,  etc..  No.  19852.— An  American  consular  officer  In  India  writes  that  a  firm 
In  his  district  desires  to  purchase  Immediately  200  tons  of  alum,  crushed 
or  in  slabs,  and  other  chemlculs  for  use  in  making  paper.  The  firm  will 
make  payment  on  receipt  of  draft  through  a  local  bank. 

Die  draw  plates  for  Mffh-carbon  steel  wire.  No.  19853. — ^A  commercial  agent  of 
the  Bureau  reports  that  a  flna  In  this  country  Is  anxious  to  secure  200 
Ideces  of  die  draw  plates  for  high-carbon  steel  wire,  fur  exportation  to 
Japaa 

Electric  lighting  su^tem.  No.  19So4. — An  American  consular  ofllcer  In  China 
reports  that  a  firm  In  his  district  is  in  the  market  for  equipment  and 
accessories  for  the  Instullntlon  of  an  electric-lighting  plant.  It  is  prupw^ed 
to  Install  a  water-tube  boiler,  a  surface  condenser,  a  reciprocating  100- 
horsepuwer  engine  of  400  revolutions  per  minute,  and  a  220-volt  dynamo,  60 
kllou-atts.  About  40,000  to  50,000  feet  of  Insulated  wire  of  various  sizes  will 
also  be  required.  Correspondence  should  be  In  Chinese,  hut  may  be  sent 
In  Bngllsh  to  the  consulate,  where  translation  will  be  made  and  forwarded 
to  the  firm. 

BtU  bearings  and  belting.  No.  198.'i5. — An  American  consular  ofllcer  in  Denmark 
reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American 
manufacturers  of  ball  bearings  and  belting,  with  a  view  to  establishing 
agency  ooDoectlons.  Ckwrespondence  may  be  in  English. 
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PKOPOSAis  F0&  aovEnraEirr  supplies  Am  coNSTBUCTioir. 

[CoirecpomlcDcc  should  be  direct  with  the  offices  namt>d,  and  spcclflcntioDH  can  ofiiwUy 
be  ohtuiiKMl  at  the  points  where  the  eouds  are  to  bo  deilvoroi)  or  the  work  1b  to  be  per- 
fornird.  In  cns(»H  whore  the  ti?nc  limit  Ir  too  bhort  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders, 
tbey  should  auk  to  l>e  plnred  on  the  malllos  Ih^tu  of  such  offli-cs  to  receive  notices  calling 
for  future  supiiHea  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Panama  Canal  mppliea.  No.  2887. — Senled  proposnls  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  General  Purchasing  Officer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington, 
D.  C,  until  Jaquai-y  29,  1916,  for  furiiisliing  by  steamer  free  of  all  cliarges 
on  dock  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  port  of  Ancon  (Balboa,  Canal 
Zone,  Pacific  port).  Isthmus  of  Panama,  refrigerating  apparatus,  electric 
cnhle,  cable  end  bells,  barbed  wire,  staples,  bralie-beam  hooks,  steel  loco- 
motive pilots,  coupler  knnckie  pins,  spring  plates,  screening  for  locomotive 
tank  wells,  copper  gaskets,  saws,  pipe  fittings,  flush  pipe,  bt^ass  clean  outs, 
floor  draiii.'J.  lead  trnps,  urinnis,  closet  chain  puHs,  valves,  cocks,  compres- 
f*ion  ctiiw,  steam  gaiiRes,  water  gauKes,  engine  lubricators,  gauge  laiu|«, 
lainj)  chimneys,  paint  brushes,  corrugated  render  hose,  rubber  valves,  as- 
bestos gaskets,  steel  erasers,  record  books,  Manila  tags,  Manila  paper,  lard 
oil.  c-nstor  oil,  red  lead,  shellac,  varnlsb,  paints,  and  putty.  (Circular  No. 
1004.) 

Dental  supplies.  No.  288S. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  recelve<l  at  the  Medical 
Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  543  Greenwich  Street,  New  York,  N. 
until  January  22,  1916.  for  furnishing  and  delivM*ing  chests  for  tleotul 
engines,  dental  supply  chests,  dental  lustrument  chests,  and  dental  field 

desks. 

Btructural  tteel  tower,  No.  2880. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the 
lighthouse  Inspector,  Honolulu,  Territory  of  Hawaii,  until  March  1,  1916, 
for  furnishing  one  T2-fout  galvanized  structural  steel  tower,  delivered 
freight  on  boanl  Honolulu,  'i^rrltury  of  Havr-ail.  Further  Information  may 
be  had  on  application  to  the  lighthouse  Inspector,  Honolulu. 

Medical  supplies,  Na  2890.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  medical 
supply  depot,  United  States  Army,  548  Greenwich  Street.  New  York,  N.  T., 
until  January  21,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  acacia,  acetphene* 
tldlnum,  addnm  acetlcum,  acidum  bydrochlorlcum,  aciduin  nltricum,  act- 
dum  oxallcum,  acidum  salieyltcum,  uctdum  sulphuricum  aromaticuin, 
acidum  lannicum,  acidum  tartaricum,  adeps  lanae  hydrosus.  odrenalia 
cblorltle  tablets,  aetliylis  cbloridum,  denaturetl  alcohol,  alumen,  amuKmU 
chloridum,  amylis,  nitrlsargentl  nitras,  argeoti  nltras  fusus,  argj-rol  or 
etiuivalent,  asafuetida,  aspirin,  atroplnae  sulphas,  balsamiun  Peruviauum, 
cuffeina  citrata,  calx  chlorinta,  and  otlier  medicines. 

Bubmarine  cable.  No.  2891. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Signal 
Corps,  Unlte<I  States  Army,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
February  3,  191G,  fur  furnishing  and  ileliveriiig  sul>marinc  cable.  Specifica- 
tions, drawings,  and  furtlier  information  may  be  had  on  application  to  the 
Signal  C'Orps,  Washington. 

Docking  and  repairing  lighthouse  tender.  No.  2802.— Sealed  proposals  will  be 
rect'ivetl  by  the  Llglithouse  Inspector,  San  Francisco,  Cai.,  until  January  31, 
1916,  for  docking  and  repairing  the  lighthouse  tender  Sequoia.  Parthee 
lnfi>rnintiou  may  be  had  on  api>lIcntlon  to  tlie  Lighthouse  Inspector,  Saa 

Francisco. 

Handbook  for  Hospital  Corps,  No.  2803. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at 
the  Mctlical  Supply  Depot,  United  Slates  Army,  543  Greenwich  Street,  New 
York,  N.  Y.,  tuitil  January  24,  1016.  for  furnishing  and  delivering  1(H>  cities 
of  Mason's  Haml)>ook  for  the  Hospital  Corps,  -latest  edition,  bound  in  fduth 
and  stami^ed  on  back  In  gold,  "  Metl.  Dept.  U.  S.  A." 

Sale  of  lighlhousc  property.  No.  2894. — Sealed  proposals  i\ill  be  received  by  the 
Lighthouse  Inspector,  Ketchiican,  Alaska,  until  February  28,  1010,  for  the 
purchase  of  hoisting  engine,  skiff,  stove,  and  two  boat  winches,  conileuined 
Government  property,  which  may  be  insiiected  at  the  lighthouse  depot, 
Ketchikan,  Alaska.  Furtlier  Information  may  bo  had  on  application  to  tbe 
above-uamcd  lighthouse  Inspector. 
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dBCULAB  TO  THE  HEMP  TRADE. 

The  Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs,  War  Department,  is  in  receipt  of 
a  cablecram  from  the  ^oveinor  general  of  the  Philippine  Islands, 
dated  January  13,  advising  that  during  the  month  of  December 
Philippine  Government  fiber  inspectox'S  inspected  and  stamped 
92,904  bales  abaca  and  5,806  bales  maguey,  as  follows:  Abaca,  A,  656; 
B,  918;  C,  1,804;  D,  3,208;  E,  7,430;  S-1, 1,478;  S-2,  1,768;  S-3,  579; 
F,  9,773 ;  G,  3,281 ;  H,  2,433 ;  1, 12,911 ;  J,  16,629 ;  K,  5,580 ;  L,  15,454 ; 
M,  7,044;  strings,  etc.,  1,938.  Maguey,  one,  1,225;  two,  3,559;  three, 
947;  D,  75.  The  bureau  is  also  in  receipt  of  the  following  self-ex- 
planatory cablegram  from  the  governor  general  at  Manila:  Damage 
to  abaca  crop  caused  by  the  typhoon  on  December  6  amounted  to 
about  15  per  cent  for  Sorsegon  Province;  Albay  and  Oamarines  did 
not  suffer  appreciably  from  this  typhoon. 

cuBAK  GovEBimEirr  Birrs  aheiucah  chxceehs. 

(Special  Agent  tiarrnrd  nnrrls.] 

In  tlie  week  ended  December  25,  1915,  the  Cuban  Government 
bonght  600  additional  fine  bens  for  the  experiment  station  at  Santiago 
de  las  Vegas,  the  order  going  to  a  poultry  farm  in  Pennsylvania.  The 
lot  consisted  of  200  barred  Plymouth  Kooks,  200  White  Leghorns,  and 
2(X)  ordinary  Plymouth  Rocks.  Thiji  brings  the  total  at  the  exi>eri- 
ment  station  to  about  2,000.  The  intei-est  in  fine  poultry  raising  in 
Cuba  is  decidedly  on  the  increase. 

COIHAGE  OF  SILVES  AND  NICKEL  IH  COLOMBIA. 

Colombia  has  recently  acquired  facilities  for  coining  silver  in  the 
national  mint  at  Bogota,  and  a  quantity  of  silver  bars  now  held  in  th« 
mint  is  to  be  coined  into  50-cent  pieces,  according  to  a  decree  in  a  lnt*j 
number  of  the  Diario  Oficial.  This  decree  also  provides  for  the  coin- 
age of  nickel  pieces  to  the  value  of  more  than  $2,000,  and  for  the  re- 
ooinage  of  $2,000  worth  of  old  niekel  pieces  now  in  the  possession  of 
Hie  conversion  board. 
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TBADE  ADVISEE  TO  VISIT  SOTJTHEBIT  CITIES. 

Aa  a  result  of  his  recent  successful  trip  through  the  Middle  West, 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  decided  to  send 
Special  Agent  Stanley  H.  Rose,  export  trade  adviser,  on  a  tour  of  the 
leading  southern  cities.  He  will  leave  on  January  19  for  Atlanta,' 
T\hence  he  will  go  to  New  Orleans  and  then  to  the  principal  southern 
cities  lying  east  of  the  Mississippi.  The  proposed  trip  is  the  result 
of  requests  from  southern  commercial  organizations  and  from  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  United  States.  AVTicn  the  southern 
•  trip  is  completed  another  will  be  planned*  to  take  in  cities  not  yet 
visited. 

The  trade  adviser's  principal  object  in  visiting  a  city  is  to  answer 
questions  that  have  puzzled  exporters  or  prospective  exporters,  most 
of  these  questions  relating  to  practical  problems.  In  addition  there 
is  usually  a  talk  before  a  gathering  of  business  men,  in  which  more 
general  conditions  are  touched  upon.  Th6  special  agent  also  makes 
It  a  point  to  confer  with  the  heads  of  commerce  classes  in  universities 
and  schorls. 

The  cities  and  towns  to  be  visited  by  Mr.  Bose  are  as  follows: 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  January  20;  New  Orleans,  La.,  January  24;  Mobile, 
Ala.,  January  31 ;  Montgomery,  Ala.,  February  3;  Birmingham,  Ala., 
February  4;  Anniston,  Ala.,  February  8;  Rome,  Ga.,  February  9; 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  February  10;  Na^ville,  Tenn.,  February  14; 
Clarksville,  Tenn.,  February  17;  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  February  18; 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  February  22;  Columbia,  S.  C,  February  28;  Char- 
lotte, N.  C.,  March  1;  Greensboro,  N.  C,  Max^  3;  Danville,  Va., 
March  6;  Lynchburg,  Va.,  March  8. 


DECEXBEB  BEST  XONTH  ZH  UHITED  STATES  SJSUJiWGt 
OPERATIONS. 

December  made  the  best  monthly  record  of  the  year  1915  in  the 
total  of  building  permits  issued.  The  aggregate  for  72  principal 
cities,  according  to  official  reports  received  by  the  American  Con- 
tractor, New  York,  is  $G8,5264iC2,  compared  with  $37,240,335  for  De- 
cember, 1914,  an  incrojise  of  84  per  cent.  The  comparative  showing 
for  November  was  a  gain  of  75  per  cent;  that  for  October,  a  gain  of 
42  per  cent;  Septemi^er.  32  per  cent;  August,  14  per  cent;  wlSle  for 
the  first  .seven  months  of  the  year  there  were  heavy  losses  as  com- 
pared with  the  cori-esponding  months  of  1914.  Even  San  Francisco 
makes  a  good  showing  in  December,  a  remarkable  presentation  in 
view  of  the  stimulated  c<instruction  work  in  1914  incidental  to  the 
Panama  expot^ition.  Only  18  of  the  72  cities  make  an  adverse  report 
ior  the  month,  most  of  these  losses  occurring  in  the  smaller  cities 
where  the  report  of  »  single  large  office  building  would  be  sufficient 
to  turn  the  scales  sharply  one  way  or  the  other.  New  York  makes 
for  the  month  the  remarkable  gain  of  173  per  cent.  Chicago  gains 
71  per  cent,  and  Philadelphia  114  per  cent.  Many  of  the  cities  of 
smaller  population  make  tremendous  gains. 

The  total  permits  issued  in  these  72  cities  for  the  year  1915  total 
$095,508,032,  compared  with  $663,692,866  for  1914,  an  increase  of  5 
per  cent. 
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CHEKIGAZS,  DBireS,  AJSH  STES  IH  mniEB  STATES  IKPOBT 

TKABE. 

Imports  of  chemicftls,  dru^,  and  dyes  into  t)ie  Uiut«d  States 
Bhowed  an  aggregate  value  of  $5i7094^1  during  Novenitwr,  and  of 
$75.851,8Td  during  the  11  months  ending  with  November,  1915, 
thus  making  the  year's  indicated  total  approximately  $SO,(KK>,000, 
compared  with  $87,675,673  in  1914  and  $101,292,097  in  1913.  Tiie 
following  table,  compiled  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce,  compares  the  imports  during  11  montlis  of  1915  with 
a  like  period  of  1914  and  indicates  the  extent  to  which  quantities  in 
most  Unes  have  fallen  off  and  pHccs  risen  during  the  past  year. 
Argols  and  gasAs  are  the  only  important  exceptions  to  the  rule  of 
diminished  quantities  of  imports  in  this  group. 


Artides. 


AM.  rartwUe  pmnda. . 

Acid,  oxalic  do.... 

AUtt'fri  do.... 

Atfita  do.... 

AiTColc  andarpliiuot  do — 

C^behans  iMrk  do  ... 

CbiclMoa  aikBloids...  ounces.. 

AnlUna  salts..  pontids.. 

CoaMar  colors   

CtuMsrdbtaiAtes  

C^vowte  ga'Ions.. 

BztfMt,  quBbnwho  pounds.. 

Extracts, otter  uuining  do  ... 

Fosat  oO  do  ... 

Olyrvln,  ornde  do — 

Cunpbor,  crude  do — 

Campltor  raflned.i  do  ... 

ChicM  pm  do....; 

Copal  Itaurl and dnmar  do.... 

Ouibler  (terra  Japonica)  do . . . 

|n^|lgff  .......................................do.... 

lodlM  do.... 

iMtenm  or  oaaalna  do.... 

Uenrlcc  root  do — 

JAtM  chloride  do.... 

UBBGltrata  do.... 

>  acresltc,  calcined  do 

Opram,  0  per  cent  or  more  morphine  do — 

Pousbwlts.  do  ... 

Boda  nitrate.  t<ws.. 

Boda^aalda  pounds. . 

Bods  Mils,  other  

Stznrnc  poonds.. 

Vaollla  beans....  do.... 


Quantity. 


iin4 


6,500,000 
7,SU0.000 
4,200,000 
25,100,000 
3, 900.000 
3  M»  010 
2.f00  000 
2,100,000 


47.200.000 
98.000  000 
7,403,000 
3  40O  000 

94  3%  mo 

3,aoo  000 

900.000 
5.500.000 
38.500.000 
11.700.000 
7,800.000 
400,000 
9,  £00, 000 
10%100.U» 
33,000,000 
4,200,000 
Z23,3  0,C00 
ICO,  000 

as,  300, 000 

500,000 
(•) 


1^100,000 

an,ooo 


1915 


1,900.000 

i,9ro  000 

3  100,000 
2S,  .'00,000 
3.300,000 
3«00,C09 
1.100,000 
300  000 


34  100  000 

80,600.000 
5.400  m 
3.600  O  X) 

15.200  V» 
3  000  000 
1.000  ooo 
7.400.000 

28.800.000 
9  330.000 
6,100  000 
600.000 
6, 80),  000 

47,800,000 
7,200,000 
6,300,000 

53,500.000 
300,000 

14.300,«n 
700,000 
4,200,000 


14,60(^000 
800,000 


Value. 


1914 


t400,000 

400.000 
1,200,000 

2,  ^00,000 
203,000 
600-000 
MO.OOO 
30O  OW 

6. -too  1)00 
1,30»  000 
2  900. OUO 
2.7OO,0CO 
200.000 
500  000 

3,  ino  000 

100,000 
300,000 
2  000,000 
2,800.000 
400.000 
1,100  000 
900  000 
600,000 

i,m,ooQ 

300,000 
700,000 
1,201,000 
l,700,OnO 

1,  am),  000 

14,500,000 
401,000 
600,000 
310,000 
%  100, 000 


1915 


«100,000 

100. ooo 

800,000 

S.  no,  000 

100,000 

GOO  ono 

101,000 
100  000 

8.200,000 
700,000 

2.700,000 

3.000,000 
300,000 
900  000 

1,900  000 
800.000 
300,000 

3.700.000 

3,600.000 
400.000 

3.800,000 

1.000  rw» 

400,000 
i,ion,noo 

I0f),0t)0 
1,100,000 

400,000 
1,600,000 

800,000 
31,600,000 

700,000 

400,000 

800,000 
1,300,«)0 


■  For«  months  to  Dec.  31,  3,400  000. 

Ttwn  w«re  also  Imnorted  during  II  months  of  191S  53,513  tons  ot  logwood,  tsIumI  at  8725,000,  against 
32  310  taas,  value  $410  000.  iu  U14.  and  19,655  tons  ol  other  df  ewoods,  ralue  t390,000,  as  against  7,747 
tons,  vmliw  «llfl,000,  In  the  same  period  ol  1914. 


HEW  KOTZOir-FICTiraE  THEATER  IN  EABACHI. 

[Conxnl  Jnmfs  Oliver  I^Ing,  Karachi,  Indln,  Nov.  2f).1 

The  Emperor  Cinema,  now  and  very  complete,  has  been  opened  in 
Karachi.  This  gives  the  city  two  large  up-to-date  motion-picture 
theaters  [see  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  Sept.  4,  1914] ; 
Uiere  is  also  a  small  house  in  tlie  bazar  for  natives.  The  two  modern 
theaters  are  doin^  a  good  business  as  there  is  practically  no  other 
amusement  here  in  the  evening.  Two  pei>formances  are  given,  the 
first  at  7  p.  m.,  the  second  about  10  o'clock.  Ko  shows  are  given  in 
the  daytime. 
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HOBEBH  COTTON-E&KOLnra  XETHODS. 

[CommrrclBl  Agent  Edwin  E-  Jndd,  New  Orleans,  La,,  Jan.  7,  lOIC] 

Four  months  of  successful  operation,  in  which  time  more  ttian 
160,000  bales  of  cottcn  have  teen  received,  have  placed  the  still 
uncompleted  cotton  terminals  at  New  Orleans  among  the  great 
freight-handling  plants  of  the  country.  The  difficulty  of  obtaining 
shipping  room  has  made  the  demands  on  the  plant  much  heavier 
than  was  anticipated  for  the  first  soapon,  as  only  about  10  per  cent 
of  the  cotton  received  has  moved  out  again,  making  the  ratio  of 
storage  requirements  to  receipts  about  9  to  10,  instead  of  1  to 
the  highest  ratio  anticipated.  Cotton  is  even  being  shipped  by  boat 
from  Florida  for  storage.  The  first  storage  compartments  were, 
turned  over  to  the  management  early  in  August,  and  since  that 
time  the  builders  have  barely  been  able  to  keep  ahead  of  the  incom- 
ing flood  of  cotton. 

ICazlmQin  Storage  Capael^  Almost  Beaebed — Fire  Protection. 

Four  sections  of  the  storage  plant  and  the  compress  section  are 
now  complete  and  in  operation.  The  storage  sections  comprise  148 
compartments,  each  with  a  capacity  of  1,G00  bales  of  cotton,  piled 
in  4  rows,  10  bales  high,  giving  a  nominal  capacity  of  236,000  bales. 
Practically  a  little  over  200,000  bales  is  the  moat  that  can  be  stored 
without  congestion;  this  limit  is  rapidly  being  approached.  With 
the  present  staff  the  warehouse  management  is  able  to  receive  at 
the  rate  of  3,000  bales  a  day  and  ship  out  1,000  bales  at  the  same 
time. 

The  plant  is  of  solid  concrete  and  steel  throughout,  with  all  openings 
protected  by  rolling  steel  doors.  Every  part  is  reached  by  a  system  of 
automatic  sprinklers,  and  hydrants  and  monitors  are  placed  at 
strategic  points.  Adequate  water  supply  in  case  of  fire  is  guaranteed 
by  two  12-inch  mains  from  different  parts  of  the  city  connecting  with 
a  gridiron  system  of  city  mains,  four  electrically  driven  l.OOO-gallon- 
per-minute  centrifrgal  pumps  on  the  wharf,  and  connections  permit- 
ting fire  tugs  to  pump  directly  into  the  sprinkler  system.  These  de- 
vices, coupled  with  the  distribution  of  chemical  extinguishers,  day 
and  night  fire  and  police  patrol,  and  the  removal  of  all  loose  cotton 
daily,  give  ample  protection  against  fire  and  bring  low  insui*ance 
rates  on  the  stored  cotton.  Compressed  cotton  goes  directly  into 
the  storage  sections,  while  nncomprcKsed  bales  are  generally  unloaded 
at  the  compress  shed  and  compressed  before  storing. 

Weighing  on  Arrival  Highly  Satisfactory. 

At  present  the  bales  are  weighed  as  the  stores  designates,  but 
weighing  on  arrival  is  becoming  more  and  more  popular.  The  ob- 
vious saving  of  this  method  over  the  removal  of  the  bales  from  the 
tier  for  weighing  and  then  repiling  them  assures  the  adoption  of  this 
method  for  the  bulk  of  the  business  in  the  near  future. 

Bales  that  are  to  be  sampled  are  ranged  on  the  unloading  platform 
as  they  leave  the  car  door.  The  samplers  are  provided  with  num- 
bered wrappers  in  duplicate  corresponding  to  the  Public  Cotton, 
Warehouse  tag  numbers.  A  sample  of  about  1  pound  is  taken  from 
each  bale,  dividec*  into  two  portions,  and  wrapped  in  the  proper 
wrappers.   One  parcel  goes  to  the  storer  and  the  other  to  .the  New; 
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Orleans  Cotton  Exchange,  where  it  remains  as  the  official  sample  of 
that  particular  bale  until  the  bale  leaves  the  warehouse. 

C«ttoB  Ezebaage  Coatrols  Appointment  of  EmpIoTeet. 

The  public  cotton  warehouse  receipts  call  simply  for  so  man^  bales 
of  cotton  (never  more  than  100  on  one  receipt),  without  speci^ing 
the  ^ade,  but  the  storer  may  obtain  for  a  fee  of  10  cents  an  official 
certificate  from  the  cotton  exchange  ba^d  on  the  official  sample, 
diowing  the  grade  and  class.  Sudi  certificates  accompanying  the 
warehouse  receipts  are  sufficient  for  banking  purposes,  and  oho  prove 
to  be  sufficient,  when  coupled  with  a  personal  examination  by  the 
buyer  of  the  official  sample,  for  effecting  sales. 

The  weighers,  samplers,  and  inspectors  are  all  appointed  by  the 
cotton  exchange,  but  paid  by  the  board  of  port  connnissi oners.  The 
warehoifse  management  may  discharge  such  an  employee  for  not 
porperly  attending  to  his  duties,  but  vacancies  can  be  filled  only  by 
the  cotton  exchange.  The  integrity  of  the  weighing,  sampling,  and 
inspecting  system  is  thus  guaranteed. 

Xl^h  Deniity  freii  Will  Add  to  Proflti  ot  Exporters, 

Flat  or  uncompressed  cotton  generally  goes  from  the  unloading 
platform  to  the  compi-ess,  there  being  an  extra  charge  of  15  cents  for 
the  first  month  and  5  cents  for  each  succeeding  month  for  storing 
uncomjjressed  bales.  The  present  presses  l)ring  the  bale  down  to  25 
pounds  to  the  cubic  foot,  while  the  high  density  press,  soon  to  be 
added,  will  compress  to  35  pounds  to  the  cubic  foot.  As  the  Steam- 
ship Agents'  Association  only  demand  a  density  of  22|  pounds  to 
the  cubic  foot,  cotton  put  through  the  high-density  press  should  he 
entitled  to  a  reduction  of  20  per  cent  in  n-eight  rates.  On  the  basis 
of  the  present  rates  to  Europe  this  would  be  a  saving  of  $1.50  a  bale 
after  deducting  the  special  compressing  charge  of  ubout  50  cents — a 
handsome  profit  for  the  cotton  exporter. 


IBBIOATION  AND  FBUIT  BAISDTG  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA. 

(CoDituI  K.  A.  Wakdlcld,  Port  Ellzntrath.  Nov.  12.} 

In  connection  with  the  development  of  irrigation  of  the  Sundays 
River  district^  near  Port  Elizabeth,  it  is  proposed  to  erect  a  dam  for 
the  conservation  of  water.  As  estimated,  the  capacity  will  be  23,- 
500,000,000  gallons,  which  will  irrigate  38,000  acres  of  land.  It  is 
intended  to  use  nearly,  if  not  all,  this  land  for  the  cultivation  of 
citrus  fruits. 

Based  upon  present  returns  from  fruit  cultivation  here,  the  propo- 
sition seems  attractive,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  enough  local  capital  can 
be  secured  to  finance  it. 

The  dam  should  be  constructed  for  less  than  $1,000,000,  entirely 
complete,  ready  for  operation.  A  connecting  scheme  provides  for  the 
irrif^tion  of  5,000  acres  of  the  best  citr\is  fruit  land,  to  be  supplied 
with  water  from  the  above-mentioned  dam. 

Consul  Percivol  Gassett,  of  Malaga,  Spain,  has  forwarded  the 
names  of  dealers  and  importers  handling  practically  all  lines  of  trade 
in  Mala^.  This  list  maj  be  obtained  upon  application  to  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices.  Refer  to 
file  No.  70941. 
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THE  TALEHCIA  OUAKGE  SEASON. 

[Consul  Claude  1.  Dawson,  Valoada.  Spain,  T)e€.  19.1 

Although  the  present  orange  season  began  under  somewhat  dif- 
ferent conditions  and  with  greater  confidence  than  last  year,  the 
outlo(^  is  hardly  any  brighter.  The  crop  of  1914—15  was  a  financial 
failure,  although  it  was  the  largest  on  record.  This  loss  was  due  to 
the  closing  of  certain  markets.  Yet  the  fear  of  restricted  markets 
was  not  entirely  ju.stified  by  the  results,  for  those  still  open  consumed 
so  much  more  than  their  usual  quantity  that  all  except  300,000  cases 
of  the  million  and  a  half  normally  shipped  by  sea  to  the  three 
countries  named  were  accounted  for.  In  other  words,  actual  ship- 
ments last  season  were  but  300,000  cases  short  of  the  preceding  year's 
figures. 

Bad  market  conditions  from  January,  1915,  to  the  end  of  the 
season  caused  heavy  losses  that  wiped  out  the  splendid  profits  of  the 
preholiday  trade  and  left  a  heavy  net  loss  on  the  season's  operations. 
Steadily  rising  freight  rates  also  infiuenced  this  result 

Decreased  Crops  and  Market  Conditions. 

This  year's  orange  crop  is  much  smaller  than  last  (reckoned  as 
30  to  40  per  cent  less),  and  the  outlets  are  the  same.  English  money 
in  the  form  of  advances  from  brokers  to  whom  the  fruit  is  consigned 
is  also  in  evidence,  whereas  last  year  it  was  entirely  withdrawn  from 
the  trade.  The  P^nglish  markets  have  been  regularly  supplied,  not- 
withstanding a  threatened  scarcity  of  shipping,  and  prices  have 
averaged  somewhat  above  the  usual.  Costs  of  production,  includ- 
ing the  price  of  fruit  in  the  orchard,  have  not  increased,  and  brokers* 
selling  charges  are  approximately  the  same.  The  single  factor  of 
ocean  freight  and  insurance,  i.  e.,  the  cost  of  transportation  by 
sea,  has  upset  all  calculations.  Freight  alone  is  3  to  4  shillings  (72 
to  97  cents)  per  case,  against  a  normal  rate  of  9  to  12  pence  (18  to  24 
cents). 

On  the  basis  of  selling  prices  in  the  English  markets,  which  have 
averaged  well  around  12  shillings  (about  $2.88)  for  the  season  thus 
far,  tliis  heavy  increase  is  nearly  equal  to  the  cost  of  the  fniit  itself 
and  represents  the  shipper's  sacrifice  of  profit.  What  is  worse  still 
is  the  probability  of  early  and  pronounced  declines  in  market  quo- 
tations without  corresponding  variations  in  the  costs  of  production 
and  transportation.  Positive  loss  will  be  inevitable,  which  must  fall 
somewhere  within  the  producing  region,  since  shipping  concerns  and 
selling  agents  in  foreign  markets  are  fully  protected.  A  recent  issue 
of  the  trade  paper  Exportacion  de  Pasa  Valenciana  shows  a  loss 
of  nearly  3  pesetas  per  case  must  result  from  a  general  average 
market  i-eturn  of  10  shillings,  which  seems  likely  before  long,  basing 
the  calculation  on  the  following  figures: 

Selling  price,  10s.  ($2.44);  less  freight,  4s.  ($0.97),  and  less  in- 
surance and  expenses,  Is.  3d.  ($0.30),  leaving  for  fruit  and  packing, 
4s.  9d.  ($1.17).  Cost  of  fruit,  5  arrobas  to  the  case,  at  75  centimos, 
3s.  ($0.72) ;  packing,  drayage,  etc.,  4s.  ($0.97),  or  an  estimated  net 
loss  of  2s.  3d.  ($0.52). 

The  exchange  rate  used  for  this  calculation  is  25  pesetas  to  the 

Sound  sterling,  at  which  rate — with  very  slight  fluctuations  up  or 
own — transactions  have  taken  place  for  severu  months.  As  the  rate 
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before  the  war,  and  even  several  months  thereafter,  ranged  from 
26.85  to  25.75  it  is  clear  that  an  appreciable  part  of  the  losses  dur- 
ing the  past  year  were  due  to  the  unfavorable  exchange  situation. 

Orange  shipments  by  sea  up  to  December  11, 1915  (date  of  the  last 
report),  totaled  1,025,408  cases  (containing  approximately  135 
IMninds  of  fruit  each),  or  63,114  cases  less  than  last  year  at  the  same 
time.  The  movement  to  England,  however,  was  nearly  2,000  cases 
above  last  year's  figures. 


CAUARY  ISLANDS  SEEK  BHIFFIHO  SEE  VICE. 

[Consul  Oeorge  K.  StU«B,  Tenoricrc,  CanAr;  Islandfl,  Dm.  1.] 

Keai'ly  200  representative  men,  from  all  parts  of  the  Canary 
Islands,  agreed  upon  a  campaign  to  lessen  the  "  fruit  crisis "  in  the 
islands  at  a  conference  held  here  lute  in  November. 

Injury  to  the  normal  exportations  of  bananas,  potatoes,  and  toma- 
toes (constituting  the  principal  wealth  of  this  Province),  caused  by 
the  war,  was  pointed  out  in  the  report,  "  Fruit  crisis  curtails  trade  in 
Canaries"  [published  in  Comsierce  Reports  for  Oct.  23,  1915]. 
Since  that  time  agricultural  conditions  have  improved,  but  the  ex- 
porting intei%sts  are  determined  to  obtain  more  reasonable  and 
quent  steamship  conununication  with  England,  France,  the  IJnit^ 
States,  and  the  Mediterranean. 

This  was  the  first  meeting  of  its  kind  in  the  history  of  the  Province, 
and  a  permanent  organization  was  effected  under  the  name  of  the 
Agricultural  Association  of  the  Canary  Islands.  T!»e  most  important 
action  taken  included  the  appointment  of  local  committees,  which 
were  instnicted  to  organize  local  agricultural  societies  in  the  various 
districts  into  which  the  islands  are  divided.  These  are  expected  to 
send  delegates  to  the  future  meetings. 

flan  for  Constrnctlon  or  diarterfng  of  Fnitt  Steamers. 

A  finance  committee  was  named  and  instructed  to  arrange  a  plan 
for  the  issuance  of  stock  certificates,  the  proceeds  of  which  will  be 
massed  into  a  fund  for  the  construction  or  chartering  of  fruit 
steamers.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  take  up  with  the  Spanish 
Government  the  prompt  fulfillment  of  the  promise,  made  a  year  ago, 
to  donate  $193,000  with  which  to  subsidize  a  line  of  fruit  steamers. 
The  conference  will  request  that  the  Government  divide  this  amount 
among  two  or  more  lines,  in  order  to  stinmlate  competition. 

The  conference  adjourned  to  meeet  on  May  1,  1916,  when  it  is 
hoped  tu  have  the  entii>e  arcliipelago  ivpresented  by  delegates  from 
local  associations. 


AXEBICAN  AERGFIAIfES  FOB  JAVA. 

[Comml  S.  B.  nolrden,  Bntavla.] 

Two  American  aeroplanes,  purchased  by  the  Dutch  Indian  Govern- 
ment at  Los  Angeles,  arrivecl  at  Batavia  the  latter  j)art  of  October, 
and  a  number  of  successful  trial  fiights  have  taken  place  within  the 
post  few  weeks  when  an  elevation  of  3,000  feet  has  been  reached.  It  is 
reported  that  should  the  two  machines  be  found  satisfactory,  others 
wHl  be  purchased  from  the  United  States. 
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lAHaTTAGE  TEST  OF  SEAHErS  ACT. 

Secretary  of  Commerce  Rcdfield  has  received  from  Surreyor  of 
Customs  Justus  S.  Wardell  at  San  Francisco  a  letter  relative  to  the 
first  pre  test  at  that  port  concerning  the  language  test  of  the  seamen's 
act.  The  letter  states: 

I  WAR  requeHted  by  the  collector  of  custoras  lai^t  week  to  act  for  blm,  owing  to 
his  departure  from  the  city.  In  connection  with  the  first  protest  we  have  had  re- 
latin;;  to  the  lunguage  test  of  tlic  seamen's  net. 

I  devotiii  much  of  tlie  day  Wwincsduy  and  most  of  the  nlpht  attentively  U»- 
tening  to  tlie  questioning  of  tho  Chinese  crew  by  tlie  officers  of  tlie  steamship 
China  in  tlio  presonce  of  the  tliree  protestunts,  Messrs.  Patricli  Klynn,  Paul 
Sclmrrcnl>erK.  and  Eugene  Kteidlo.  I  tliorougliiy  realized  the  imi>ortance  of  the 
priK-et-'dliig  and  was  keenly  alert  in  an  effort  to  be  completely  impartial  and  fair. 

My  conclusions  were  that  out  of  the  32  men  employed  Id  the  deck  department 
6  failed  tlie  requisite  knowledge  of  tlie  language  of  their  officers;  also  1  man 
In  the  titeward's  department  failed  out  of  the  57  emplt^ed,  and  28  men  in  the 
enfiinwr's  <lepHrtinent  were  deficient  out  of  a  total  of  65  employees. 

The  following  day  I  was  present  at  the  examination  of  20  Pilipinos,  of  whom 
12  were  selectetl.  wlik-h  was  the  necessary  ntunber  to  fill  the  quota  essential  In  the 
engineer's  deitartment.  That  afternoon  the  China  sailed  at  3  o'clock,  two  hours 
after  the  scheduled  time. 

Later  the  manner  of  conducting  the  hearing  elicited  congratulations  both  from 
the  labor  men,  who  were  the  protestants.  and  the  owners  of  the  steamship  com- 
pany. In  truth,  the  steamship  company  people  publicly  announced  that  th^ 
Immediately  Intended  to  purchase  three  additional  steamov  In  view  of  the 
treatment  accorded  them  by  the  Government  officers. 


PBOFOSED  FORT  WOSKS  AT  TUMACO. 

The  port  of  Tiimaco,  on  the  ba^  of  the  same  name,  the  southern- 
most on  Colombia's  Pacific  ccast,  is  to  be  made  a  harbor  for  deep-sea 
vessels,  according  to  a  recent  law  in  the  Diario  Oficial.  The  Colom- 
bian Government  is  authorized  to  enter  into  a  contract  with  a  fully 
guaranteed  company  at  home  or  abroad  for  surveys  and  estimate 
of  the  work  to  be  done,  and  to  have  such  plans  and  estimates  exam- 
ined by  scientific  experts  to  decide  on  the  best  methods  to  be  fol- 
lowed and  the  lowest  erst  of  the  work.  After  accepting  the  plans, 
the  Government  will  call  for  bids  on  the  work,  from  both  native  and 
foreign  contractors,  allowing  120  days  from  date  of  announcement 
to  the  date  of  opening  the  bids. 

In  the  awarding  of  the  contract  for  the  work  no  preference  will 
be  given  to  the  company  whose  plans  shall  have  been  accepted ;  and 
if  no  satisfactory  bids  are  received  the  Government  may  make  direct 
contracts,  with  the  approval  of  Congress.  The  funds  for  the  work 
will  be  provided  by  a  loan  to  be  contracted  by  the  Government  at 
on  initial  discount  of  15  per  cent,  annual  interest  at  7  per  cent,  and 
amortization  fund  at  2  per  cent.  The  total  receipts  for  port  dues  at 
Tumaco  will  be  used  to  meet  this  loan. 


Fopnlation  of  Chosen. 

Population  figures  for  the  12  prefectures  in  Chosen  have  been  re- 
ceived from  Consul  General  Ransford  S.  Miller  at  vSeoul.  The  census 
was  taken  April  1,  1915,  and  the  total  was  15,458,863.  This  repre- 
sented an  increase  over  the  preceding  year  of  4,179  Japanese,  consti- 
tuting 1,212  households,  and  13,697  Koreans,  making  2,917  house- 
holds. The  number  of  foreigners  decreased  by  670,  or  108  housdiolds. 
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COTTOH  AHS  COTTON  OOOBS  TBADE  07  ITAIY. 


[Consul  Qeoeral  Darld  P.  Wllber,  Oenoa,  Dee.  6.] 


The  imports  of  raw  cotton  into  Italy  show  a  large  increase  for  the 
first  nine  months  of  1916,  as  compared  with  the  corresponding  period 
of  the  previous  year,  amounting  to  218,154  tons,  valued  at  368,680,767 
lire  ($71,155,388),  as  against  161,259  tons,  valued  at  272,528,217  lire 
<$52,59T,946),  during  the  first  nine  months  of  1914.  The  United 
States  furnished  about  four-fifths  of  these  imports  and  enjoyed  the 
largest  sliare  of  the  increase,  followed  by  British  India  and  Ceylon 
and  Egypt.  Part  of  the  increase  may  be  explained  by  increased 
manufacturing  and  partly  by  reexportations  to  countries  to  the 
north. 

The  imports  of  cotton  thread  and  cotton  fabrics  for  the  first  nine 
months  of  1915  amounted  to  22,000,000  lire  ($4^246,000),  a  decline 
from  the  same  period  of  1914  of  18,000,000  lire  ($3,474,000).  Ex- 
ports  of  these  commodities,  on  the  other  hand,  increased  from  160,- 
016,307  lire  ($30,883,147)  for  the  fir  t  nine  months  of  1914  to  284,- 
258,808  lire  ($54,861,950)  in  1915.  This  gain  is  chiefly  the  result  of 
increase  in  cotton  thread  from  22,580,000  fire  in  1914  to 81,655,700  lire 
in  1915,  or  from  $4,357,940  to  $15,759,550,  and  cotton  fabrics  from 
77,018.000  lire  to  124,052,000  lire,  or  from  $14,864,474  in  1914  to 
$23,942,036  in  1915.  Velvet  and  lace,  other  articles  included  in  this 
classification,  showed  gains  as  follows:  Velvet,  from  683,000  lire 
($131,819)  in  the  first  nine  months  of  1914  to  5,633,000  lire  ($1,087.- 
169)  in  1915;  lace,  from  1,493,240  lire  ($288,195)  in  1914  to  8,311,720 
lire  ($1,604,161)  in  the  like  period  of  1915. 


OBAIH  SnO  OP  BEZNFOItCEI)  GOHCKETE  POB  SIAVANOEA. 


A  new  grain  silo  of  reinforced  concrete,  costing  $93,800,  and  with 
a  capacity  of  about  300,000  bushels,  is  being  erected  at  Tou,  about  6 
miles  from  Stavanger,  by  the  Ton  Briig,  one  of  the  largest  grain 
concerns  in  Norway.  The  silo  is  the  second  of  its  kind  in  this  coun- 
try, the  other  having  been  finished  a  few  years  ago  in  Christiania, 
the  capital. 

The  new  building  will  be  about  100  feet  long,  48  feet  broad,  123 
feet  high  to  the  main  roof,  and  144  feet  high  to  each  of  the  towers 
that  flank  the  ends.  The  building  has  two  stories,  above  which  there 
are  21  grain  cells  in  3  rows  of  7  cells  each.  These  are  about  14  feet 
long,  14  feet  broad,  and  09  feet  high.  Counting  the  funnels  through 
which  the  grain  is  tapped,  the  cells  are  about  76  feet  high. 

The  lower  stories  could  be  used  as  storerooms  if  necessary,  and 
could  furaish  space  for  about  80,000  bushels,  in  addition  to  the 
300,000  bushels  which  may  be  accommodated  in  the  cells  above.  The 
Tou  Brug,  with  its  old  brick  silo,  its  Stavanger  warehouses,  and  the 
new  structure,  will  be  able  to  take  care  of  about  1,000,000  bushels  of 
grain.  The  new  building  will  have  a  transport  system  driven  by 
electric  motors,  whose  power  is  supplied  by  neighboring  waterfalls. 
Three  electric  elevators  can  unload  about  5,000  bushels  per  hour, 
directly  from  any  ship  not  over  4,000  tons.  Larger  vessels  will 
require  the  service  of  lighters. 

This  silo  should  be  ready  for  use  in  January,  1916. 


[Consul  Hturlee  P.  Diulap,  Stavanger,  Norway.  Not.  29.1 
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mw  ROADS  AID  HOTOB  SALES  XH  DOUHIOAH  BEFUBUC. 

[CoubdI  Frank  Anderson  Henry,  Puerto  Plata,  Not.  24.1 

Prophecies  that  the  opening  of  roads  would  create  a  market  for 
automobiles  in  the  Puerto  Plata  district  have  been  fulfilled  by  the 
developments  of  the  past  two  ye&rs.  There  are  now  about  60  in  opera- 
tion, on  approximately  150  miles  of  road.  Although  much  work  re- 
mains to  be  done  before  these  can  be  called  good  road&  motor  travel 
is  now  possible,  except  in  very  rainy  weather,  from  Monte  Cristi  to 
the  principal  interior  towns  of  Santiago,  Moca,  La  Vega,  Salcedo,  and 
San  Francisco  de  Macoris.  The  advantages  of  this  are  the  more  evi- 
dent and  appreciated  because  railroad  travel  from  Santiago  to  the 
coast  at  Puerto  Plata  is  now  difficult  and  uncertain,  on  account  of  the 
condition  of  the  roadbed  and  rolling  stock.  It  seems  certain  that,  if 
existing  highways  are  improved  and  extended,  or  even  maintained  in 
their  present  state,  importations  of  automobiles  will  increase  largely 
from  year  to  year. 

Btatlstles  (tf  ImpOTt8~Charaeter  of  Can  in  Demand. 

Separate  statistics  for  imports  are  not  available,  as  they  are 

frouped  in  customs  returns  under  the  heading  "  vehicles  and  boats." 
'he  steady  increase  mider  this  classilication,  however,  is  largely  due 
to  imports  of  automobiles.  The  figures  are:  For  1912,  $11,725;  1918, 
$19,176;  1014,  $32,024. 

All  automobiles  iu  this  district  are  of  American  manufacture. 
Figures  obtnine<l  from  a  ivliable  unofficial  source  indicate  a  rapid 
increase  from  year  to  year,  as  follows:  In  1912,  none;  1913, 1:  1914, 
7;  1915  (10 months), 39. 

All  these  cars  were  imported  through  the  port  of  Monte  Oristi, 
with  the  exception  of  one  at  Puerto  Plata  in  1914.  The  Puerto  Plata 
neighborhood  offers  only  a  small  market  for  cars,  as  there  are  no 
roads  outside  the  town  limits.   The  automobiles  that  have  been  im- 

£orted  during  the  last  three  years  are  of  these  makes:  42  Fords,  2 
[axwells,  1  Metz,  1  Overland,  and  a  1^-ton  Federal  truck.  Low-priced 
American  cars  have  given  excellent  results.  Rough  roads,  difficulty 
in  making  impairs,  and  the  high  cost  of  gasoline,  which  sometimes 
reaches  60  cents  a  gallon,  are  all  causes  which  operate  in  favor  of 
light,  inexpensive  jnachines. 

Six  motor  trucks  of  various  sizes  have  been  ordered.  These  will 
carry  freight  from  Monte  Cristi  to  Santiago  and,  should  the  line 
prove  a  success,  undoubtedly  more  orders  for  trucks  will  follow. 

Sales  Kethods  and  3?rospects. 

Tlie  car  which  up  to  the  present  time  has  led  in  volume  of  sales 
is  represented  in  this  <listrict  by  an  agent  at  Monte  Cristi.  A  mer- 
chant in  Santiago  has  recently  taken  the  agency  of  another  American 
car.  Whether  the  field  is  broad  enough  at  present  to  justify  the 
establishment  of  further  agencies  is  an  open  question.  The  town  of 
Santiago,  which  is  the  largest  in  the  district  (population  about 
15,000),  should  be  the  chief  market  for  automobiles.  Lack  of  facili- 
ties for  overhauling  and  repairing  is  doubtless  one  of  the  causes 
which  retard  more  rapid  adoption  of  motor  vehicles.  A  well- 
equipped  garage,  managed  by  a  skilled  American  repair  man  and 
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carrying  a  stock  of  parts  and  accessorieSj  should  prove  a  profitable 
enterprise  and  meet  with  steadily  increasing  business. 

-  {Lists  of  merchants  In  the  Doniinicnn  Republic  intcrostefl  in  the  nntnitinbtle 
buslnt'ss,  and  of  important  general  merchants  In  Santiago,  may  he  olttalneti 
from  tlie  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  offices. 
Befer  to  file  No.  69773.] 


EXISmrO  OBSTACLES  TO  TBABE  WITH  THE  AZORES. 

[Consul  Walter  H.  Schnis,  St.  Mlebacrs.  Axoree,  Nov.  15,] 

Living  conditions  in  the  Azores  have  been  materially  affected  by 
the  war.  Not  only  has  the  export  of  pineapples,  the  principal  proa- 
vtct,  been  practically  destroyed,  causing  much  distress,  but  the  per- 
plexities surrounding  present-day  import  trade  have  also  contributed 
to  the  seriousness  of  the  times.  Business  has  come  to  a  standstill,  and 
the  new  level  of  prices  is  causing  concern. 

In  past  years,  large  shipments  of  pineapples  were  sent  to  England 
and  Grermany  in  exchange  for  the  finished  products  of  tho«e  coun- 
tries, notably  cotton  and  woolen  ^oods,  hardware,  paints,  and  chemi- 
cals. To-day,  goods  of  all  descriptions  are  most  difficult  to  obtain 
from  England ;  the  same  is  true  of  France ;  and  the  trade  with  Ger- 
manv  has  been  a  closed  book  since  the  beginning  of  the  war. 

With  the  European  market  practically  closed,  and  cnly  the  limited 
markets  of  the  mother  country,  Portugal,  to  draw  on,  the  islands 
were  attracted  more  and  more  to  the  United  States,  a  country  closer 
to  the  people  in  blood  ties  than  any  other  except  Portugal  and  Brazil, 
bat  one  that  has  never  been  regarded  by  the  Portuguese  as  an  ex- 
porting nation,  compared  with  England  and  Germany,  on  account 
of  tike  alienee  of  the  Amencan  flag  in  their  waters.  ITope  of  com- 
ment with  the  United  States  was  practically  destroyed  by  the 
absence  of  shipping  facilities,  and  the  constantly  rising  American 
dollar.  The  unprepa redness  of  the  United  States  in  this  directiori 
is  well  illustrated  by  the  appearance  of  American  schooners  here 
with  cargoes  of  coal — ships  never  intended  for  trans-Atlnntic  trade 
and  built  especially  for  coastwise  purposes.  If  an  American  mer- 
chant marine  had  been  available,  there  is  little  doubt  that  Azorean 
trade  would  have  been  diverted  to  the  United  States. 

Eantinff  Capaeity  Small,  Standard  of  Living  Simple. 

The  earning  capacity  of  the  Azorean  is  small,  and  his  standard  of 
living  necessarily  simple.  Wages  have  not  kept  pace  with  the  grow- 
ing cost  of  living.  Labor  is  unorgimized.  Favored  by  a  mild  cli- 
mate and  a  prolific  soil,  the  Azorean's  food  wants  are  few.  Meat  is 
taboo,  as  it  is  too  expensive.  Lard  is  used  as  a  substitute  for  meat 
in  native  soups.  Little  or  no  woolens  are  used  by  country  folk,  cot- 
tons predominating. 

Food  prices,  it  is  estimated,  have  advanced  20  per  cent  since  1914, 
while  clothing  and  manufactured  articles  generally  have  risen  25 
per  cent  during  the  same  period.  Bents  vary  from  80  cents  to  $24  a 
month. 

IPrevloua  articles  on  American  trade  relations  with  ilie  Azores  were  pub- 
lished in  Commerce  Repobts  for  June  18  and  Aug.  25. 1915.] 
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COTTON  SmrATION  IN  BRAZIL 

[Consul  Gcoeral  AlfKd  L.  If.  Gottsebalk,  Rl*  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  Nov.  20.] 

The  situation  in  cotton  here  seems  to  remain  much  as  it  was.  The 
prolonged  droughts  from  which  the  northern  portions  of  the  Sepublic 
nave  suffered  will  imdoubtedlv  affect  the  year's  crop,  and  prices  have 
risen  accordingly.  It  is  said,  on  fairly  reliable  authority,  that  a 
local  combine  has  been  formed  with  the  object  of  keeping  up  these 
prices  as  much  as  possible,  and  of  "  cornering  "  the  supply. 

The  average  amiual  cotton  crop  of  Brazil  is  estimated  variously 
from  800,000  to  1,000,000  bales  of  80  kilos  (176.37  pounds)  each^  dur- 
ing normal  years.  The  estimate  as  to  the  national  consumption  is 
about  700,000  bales  of  80  kilos.  Accurate  figures,  however,  as  to 
either  the  crops  or  the  actual  output  of  tiie  country's  mills  seem  un- 
obtainable. 

Shipments  of  considerable  magnitude  are  made  to  Liverpool.  The 
mills  of  England  mix  Brazilian  cotton  with  Egyptian  for  spinning. 
American  cotton  is  said  not  to  mix  well  with  Egyptian,  and  for  that 
reason  the  question  was  raised  here  when  cotton  imports  from  the 
United  States  first  began  to  be  talked  about,  as  to  the  fitness  of 
American  cotton  for  use  in  the  machinery  that  the  mills  of  this  coun'' 
try  employ. 

Fttrmen  Hold  Cotton  in  Warehouses  for  Tears. 

The  matter  of  getting  at  the  crop  figures  of  the  country,  and  its 
visible  supply  on  hand,  is  further  complicated  by  a  peculiarity  of  the 
small  cotton  farmers  tliroughout  the  regions  of  the  north,  who  seem 
to  hoard  their  cotton  in  their  own  warehouses  for  years  at  a  time, 
waiting  for  a  favorable  market,  and  often  preferring  to  keep  their 
money  tied  up  in  this  primitive  manner  rather  than  to  bank  it.  It 
is  said  that  relatively  enormous  quantities  of  Brazilian  cotton  are 
thus  hoarded  and  may  at  any  time  fiood  the  market. 

It  seems  the  ccnsensns  of  opinion  of  the  principal  cotton  purchasers 
that  unless  the  duties  were  either  entirely  suspended  or  reduced  at 
the  very  least  by  one-half,  nothing  could  be  done  in  American  cotton 
on  this  market.  Several  of  them  suggested  that  the  mere  presence 
here  of  the  first  few  bales  of  cotton  from  abroad  (if  any  were  to  be 
imported)  would  immediately  cause  a  break  in  the  prices  being  kept 
up  artificially  by  the  combine. 
Soanity  of  Ships  aad  High  Freleht  Bates. 

The  matter  of  finding  freight  carriers  between  New  York  or  other 
American  ports  and  Brazil  is  important.  The  increasing  scarcity  of 
bottoms  in  this  trade,  and  the  recent  enormous  increase  in  freight 
rates,  present  very  unfavorable  conditions. 

An  interesting  session  of  the  Centro  Industrial  do  Brasil  was 
held  here,  and  the  local  cotton  situation  was  fully  discussed.  The 
meeting  adopted  a  resolution  empowering  the  association  to  invite 
the  mill  owners  of  tlie  States  of  Sao  Paulo  and  Minas  Geraes  to  join 
in  the  movement  to  refuse  to  buy  cotton  after  December  1  at  more 
than  16  milreis  (about  $4  in  American  cun*ency)  per  10-kilo  (22 
pounds)  unit.  A  telegram  from  Sao  Paulo  was  read,  in  which  the 
mill  owners  in  that  State  declared  themselves  bound  by  mutual  agree- 
ment to  refuse  to  buy  Pemnmbuco  cotton  at  mora  than  22  milreis 
(about  $5.40  in  American  currency)  for  the  15-kilo  (83  pounds)  unit. 
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On  November  26  the  President  of  Brazil  received  from  a  number 
of  mill  owners  in  Maranhao  a  telegram  urging  the  suspension  of 
the  duties  on  cotton,  so  that  large  quantities  of  imports  mijErht  enter 
the  country  and  relieve  the  exorbitant  prices  "  which  threaten  with 
death  the  textile  industries  of  the  country .'^ 

Strong  Support  Given  to  Cotton-XiU  Indastry. 

Brazil  views  with  pride  its  cotton-milling  industry.  The  mill 
owners  claim  that  the  mdustry  consumes  45,000,000  kilos  (9.^,208,000 
pounds)  of  Brazilian-grown  cotton  per  annum.  Had  this  quantity 
been  exported,  say  in  1913,  it  would  have  produced  a  sum  of 
$10,352,000,  American  currency,  at  the  prices  which  then  prevailed. 
It  has  been  calculated  that  this  huge  amount  of  raw  material,  in- 
stead of  being  exported,  was  turned  oy  the  mills  of  the  country  into 
textiles  valu^  at  nearly  $40,595,000. 

The  mill  owners  pomt  to  the  fact  that  nothing  that  is  not  Bra- 
zilian enters  into  their  industry,  with  the  exception  of  the  aniline 
dyes  (obtained  chiefly  from  Germany),  and  the  industry  seems  at 
present  to  be  living  largely  on  its  hoarded  dyes.  These  aniline  dyes 
are  estimated  to  be  imported  yearly  in  quantities  valued  at  about 
$500,000,  American  currency,  and  to  produce  customs  duties  for  the 
Government  to  about  the  full  amount  of  their  invoiced  values. 

In  viewing  the  possibility  of  a  shutting  down  of  the  textile  indus- 
try of  the  country,  the  argument  is  made  that  this  would  throw  out 
of  work  some  62,000  employees,  of  whom  14,000  live  within  the  capi- 
tal city,  Rio  de  Janeiro.  There  are  said  to  be  200  mills  in  the  coun- 
try, of  which  58  are  in  the  State  of  Minas  Geraes.  Their  joint  capital 
is  ^imated  at  over  $50,000,000  in  American  currency. 

(Previous  articles  on  the  cotton  situation  In  Brazil  were  published  In  Cou- 
UBux  REPOBT8  for  July  10,  Ang.  6.  and  Nov.  1, 1015.1 


COTTONSEEB  OIL  AT  TBIFOIX 

(Consul  W,  Boderick  Doraey.  Tripoli,  Llbja,  Nov.  24.] 

The  demand  for  cottonseed  oil  in  Tripoli,  Libya,  has  greatly  in- 
creased and  arrivals  have  exceeded  300  barrels  a  month.  A  year  a^o, 
in  addition  to  receipts  from  Italy,  native  oil  of  olives  was  coming 
into  the  Tripoli  market  at  the  rate  of  4,755  gallons  a  week;  from 
November  4  to  November  18,  1915,  domestic  receipts  totaled  18J 
gallons,  while  Italy  and  Candia  contributed  about  1,250  gjillons.. 

During  the  first  quarter  of  1915  some  280.000  liters  (73,967  gal- 
lons) of  native  oil  passed  the  public  weigher.  To  provide  a  Tike 
qunntity  from  outside  for  the  same  period  in  1916  means  that  overseas 
arrivals  must  be  further  augmented.  Only  new  oil  from  this  oasis 
could  have  been  counted  on  to  relieve  the  situation.  The  harvest  is 
now  completed,  and  the  fruit  gathered  is  too  meager  for  its  yield 
to  have  any  appreciable  effect  on  oil  imports.  Renewal  of  communi- 
cations with  tne  interior  is  no  more  assured  than  six  weeks  ago. 

Cottonseed  oil  retails  locally  for  about  25  cents  per  pint.  In  1914 
olive  oil  was  sold  freely  for  15  cents. 

Another  well-lcnown  brand  of  the  cottonseed  variety  has  made  its 
appearance  and  finds  favor.  Like  all  others,  it  arrived  indirectly 
through  Genoa. 

Edible  oils,  previously  unimportant  in  imports^  have  become  on« 
of  the  most  important  items  in  manifests  of  incommg  ships. 
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EUBDEBSFIEIB  SCASCITT  OF  DBXTGS  ACUTE. 

[Consal  Franklin  D.  Uaie,  B uddorsflcld,  England,  Dec.  13.) 

Tlio  scarcity  of  some  of  the  most  important  drngs  has  become  so 
acute  as  to  cause  more  or  less  anxiety  m  the  medical  profession,  as 
it  is  difficult  to  find  substitutes.  This  scarcity  has  resulted  in  extreme 
prices.  Tliat  of  phenacetin  is  now  16  times  as  high  as  it  was  before 
the  war;  aspirin,  14  times  as  high ;  salicylate  of  soda,  16  times  dearer; 
2)otassium  bromide,  12  times  dearer;  antipyrine,  9  times.  These  are 
c.  few  examples  out  of  the  many  cases  in  which  values  of  drugs  and 
medicinal  preparations  have  greatly  advanced  as  a  direct  result  of  tiie 
war. 

In  the  case  of  the  coal-tar  series-^phenacetint  antipyrine,  aspirin, 
etc. — ^the  i-eason  for  the  extreme  price  is  that  before  the  war  they 
were  manufactured  almost  wholly  in  Germany,  and  up  to  the  present 
time  British  manufacturers  have  not  been  able  to  overcome  the  dif- 
ficulties in  the  way  of  their  economical  production,  although  aspirin 
is  being  made  in  fair  quantities.    It  is  claimed  by  those  having  ex- 

Sert  knowledge  that  Britisli  manufacturers  can  and  will  master  the 
ifficulties  when  the  raw  material,  phenol,  becomes  cheaper. 

Depends  on  Oennany  for  Bromides  and  Fotasb. 

It  is  admitted  that  this  country  will  always  be  more  or  less  de- 
pendent on  (Termany  for  the  bromides  and  potash.  Although  there 
have  been  these  gi*eat  advances  in  the  general  wholesale  trade,  the 
consuming  public  has  not  realized  it  to  any  great  extent,  because 
under  the  operation  of  the  national  health  insurance  scheme 
pharmacists  do  not  receive  from  the  State  prices  equal  to  such  ad- 
vances for  the  medical  supplies  furnished  to  insured  persons,  the 
margin  of  profit  for  the  retail  pharmacist  being  largely  decreased. 
A  further  reasim  why  the  general  uninsured  i)ublic  hardly  feels  this 
added  value  is  that  the  doctors  have  not  materially  increased  their  fees 
for  prof^ional  services,  although  they  supply  time,  skill,  and 
medicine. 

AMERICAN  CONSULAR  OmCERS  ON  lEATE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  <'onfer  with  busine^  men  and 
commercial  organizations  I'elalive  to  conditions  in  their  re-s|)ective 
jurisdictions: 


Name. 

Post. 

Rxpira- 
tfoD  or 
venuo. 

Jan.  31 
Jan.  31 

Feb.  1 
Feb.  17 
Fob.  13 

Addms. 

Canada,  WUHam  W  

UoDald,  (I«orpe  K  

Bonney,  Wllbert  L.o  

TsinKtoa-Chliia  

VeraCroi,  Me»Ioo..  , 
Manicaibo,  Venezuela. 
Ban  Lu la  Fotosl, 
Uexico. 

D«ftarttn«itorstat«,Wtu<Mnfton,I>.C 
Bivean  of  Forrifm  and  Domestic  Com* 
mnce.   Koom   409,  CustombouMk 

Vtnv  York.  N.  Y. 
Winchwter,  Ind. 
153  Cburch  Street,  Mobile,  Ala. 
IW  Nonh  BaA  Street,  Santa  Ana,  Cal. 

"  Consul  Wllbert  Bonne;  vUl  visit  Ban  Btandseo,  Los  Angclee,  and  San  IHeffO.  CaU 
nnd  Ban  Anionio.  Tex.,  nnd  will  adTinc  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  In  each  ot  these  onefl  of 
his  arrtTSl  and  nddresa 
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AXEBICAX  TBADE-EZTENSION  WOBX  IS  MOBOCCO. 

[Consul  General  Uaxwell  Blatcp,  Taaidpr.  Oct.  t.) 


On  account  of  the  scarcity  of  American  enterprises  in  Morocco  nnd 
the  absence  of  American  merchants  (The  Vacuum  Oil  Co.  and  the 
Moroccan-American  Trading  Co.  being  the  sole  American  cnncenis 
represented),  great  difficulty  is  experienced  in  properly  introducing 
American  manufactures,  except  through  agencies  either  local  or  Con- 
tinental, handling  similar  articles  of  European  origin.  Tlie  articles  in 
special  demand  are  now  limited  to  the  cruder  necessaries  of  life.  Owing 
to  excessive  freight  charges,  competition  in  Morocco  with  European 
firms  has  hitherto  been  practically  impossible  for  American  exporters 
in  such  items  of  consumption  as  sugar,  tea,  coffee,  cotton  goods, 
'woolens,  soap,  and  candles,  which  compose  the  bulk  of  the  imports 
into  the  comitry.    In  spite  of  these  difficulties,  however,  the  consulate 


furnishing  full  particulars  as  to  the  conditions  and  possibilities  of 
trade  and  methods  of  operation,  and  endeavors  to  encourage  the  de- 
velopment of  wider  American  interests. 

The  present  activities  of  this  office  may  be  described  as  principally 
educational,  but  in  view  of  the  future  prospects  for  the  economic 
development  of  Morocco,  the  task  is  important. 

Contracts  and  concessions  here  at  present  are  confined  to  developing 
on  a  small  scale  enterprises  of  a  municipal  character,  such  as  road 
making  and  grading,  but  there  is  an  entire  absence  of  American  con- 
tractors. Contracts  of  greater  magnitude  are  given  treatment  as  the 
occasion  demands. 


Bussia,  whose  source  of  supply  of  flour  has  hitherto  been  Harbin, 
Shanghai,  and  the  United  States,  is  now  turning  to  Japan  for  this 
commodity,  upward  of  70,000  bags  having  recently  been  exported 
from  Yokohama  and  Kobe  to  Vladivostok.  Japanese  flour  millers 
are  confident  that  active  buying  will  continue  here,  inasmuch  as 
Harbin  is  now  unable  to  supply  Russia,  this  season^s  wheat  crop  in 
Manchuria  having  been  quite  unfavorable.  Moreover,  Shanghai  is 
occupied  in  meeting  the  demand  from  the  interior,  while  the  United 
States  can  not  afl^ord  to  sell  Russia  flour  at  the  price  that  country 
is  willing  to  pay.  The  Japan  market  has  already  stiffened,  the 
ruling  figure  being  now  2.70  yen  ($1.34)  per  bag. 
■  As  a  result  of  thi.s  favorable  market  tendency,  the  Toa  Flour  Milling 
Co.  has  decided  upon  an  extension  of  its  plant  which  will  increase  its 
output  by  700  barrels.  A  new  mill  is  being  promoted  by  some  of  the 
leaaing  flour  importers  in  Tokyo;  it  is  to  be  erected  in  the  suburbs 
of  the  city  by  the  early  part  of  1916  ond  will  have  a  productive 
capacity  of  500  barrels.  A  prominent  Tokyo  business  firm  will  also 
promote  a  mill  large  enougn  to  compete  with  existing  concerns. 


Consul  Walter  F.  Boyle  reports  from  Puerto  Honduras  that 
during  the  month  of  December,  1915,  the  banlcs  in  that  district  sold 
the  silver  p>^  of  local  circulation  for  35^  cents  gold,  and  that  they 
purchased  the  same  coins  at  the  rate  of  35  cents  gold. 


general  constantly 


to  American  exporters 


HEW  FLOVB  XnXS  FOB  JAPAN. 


[Samnuirr  of  ao  article  In  tbe  Japan  Times  for  Nov.  21.] 
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FOBEIOir  TBABE  OFFOSTUUIXIES. 

Reserved  uddrmwea  mav  he  obtained  from  the  Bnr*aii  nnd  ItH  dlatrlel  oM«e».  Reqaest 

for  onfh  opportunitj'  Hliuuld  be  on  a  sopnrato  r.bect  and  tbe  Ale  Dumber  glvea. 

Dry  goods,  No.  1985tl — Au  Ainerienn  coiisular  officer  io  Denmark  reports  tliat  a 
inau  111  his  dfRtrltt  desires  to  represent,  on  a  commlasioD  basis,  American 
inaniifiictnrers  of  dry  goods.  Reference  Is  given.  Correspondence  may  be 

In  Eugllsli. 

Ohcmifaltt,  No.  19857. — A  firm  In  Norway  lufonns  an  American  cousnlar  officer 
that  it  desires  to  communicate  witb  American  manufacturers  of  all  kinds 
of  chemicals.  It  is  stated  tliat  the  firm  is  prepared  to  place  large  orders 
immediately,  and  will  pay  cosh  against  documents  in  Mew  Vork.  Itefereoce 
Is  ^veu. 

Iron  and  steel  product»,  bnfldiH0  and  railuHtj/  ntateriala,  etc.  No.  198C8.— An 
American  consular  oflicer  in  Argentina  reports  that  the  manager  of  a  firm 
in  his  district  is  now  in  the  Unite<l  States  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
commeroial  relations  with  American  manufacturers  of  iron  and  steel  prod- 
ucts, building  and  railway  materials,  glassware,  hardware,  hodery,  prints, 
ducks  and  buntings,  rubber  goods,  road-making  machinery,  etc. 

Blood-drying  machinery,  No.  19859. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Golombta 
ret>orts  tliiit  a  firm  in  Ills  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  with  quota- 
tions f.  o.  b.  Mew  York,  on  machinery  for  drying  blood. 

SSBtract  of  malt  atid  cod  lirer  otl.  No.  19860. — Au  Ajnerlcan  consular  oflicer 

in  the  United  Kingdom  writes  thot  n  firm  lit  his  district  desires  to  purchase 
20  tons,  In  Inilk,  of  extract  of  malt  with  15  per  cent  of  cod  liver  oil; 
also  5  tons,  In  bulk,  of  extract  of  malt.  The  oil  nse<I  must  be  the  finest 
NorweKiati  oil.  Quotations  c.  1.  f.  destination,  and  information  as  to  pack- 
ing siiuuld  be  sent  immediately.   References  are  given. 

Cotton  goQd»,  liardteare  and  tool$,  etc.,  Mo.  19861. — ^A  commeTclal  agent  of  the 
Durenu  writes  that  a  firm  in  tlie  Far  Kast  desires  to  cnmmnnicate  wltb 
Ajnerlcan  dealers  and  manufacturers  of  cotton  goods,  wearing  apparel, 
hosiery,  liardwore,  and  tools. 

Wire  for  icrarinff  machinery.  No.  19802. — ^An  American  consnlar  officer  In 
France  rejKirts  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  eomraunlcate  with 
American  manufacturers  or  esiwrlers  of  wire  used  In  the  manufacture 
of  combs  In  wcavInK  maclilnery.  A  sample  of  the  wire  desireil  may  be 
e^^omincd  at  tlie  Bureau  or  It^  district  offices.  <Befer  to  file  Ma  TO^) 

Bine  terge.  No.  19S0S. — An  Auieriain  consular  officer  In  Norway  writes  that  a 
firm  In  his  district  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  blue 
serge  on  a  commission  haslft.  Samples  and  prices  should  be  sent.  Cor- 
respondence may  be  In  English. 

Rice  machinery.  No.  198(V1. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Brazil  reports 
that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues  showing  complete 
installations  of  maclilnery  for  tlie  proration  of  rice.  Detailed  lufonna- 
tlon  may  be  had  on  aK>llcatlon  to  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices. 

Auto  tiitckH,  tires,  etc..  Mo.  19S05. — A  firm  In  Denmark  Informs  an  Amerlcaa 
oinsular  oflicer  that  It  desires  to  represent  manufacturers  of  automobUs 
trucks,  esptH'lally  brewery  trucks,  laundry  delivery  cars,  milk  delivery  cars, 
cattle  truiispoi-t  cars,  moving  vans,  Ice  delivery  trucks,  meat  delivery  cara, 
liglit  and  general  trucks,  coni  delivery  trucks,  and  petrol  tank  trucks.  Tiis 
lirm  also  desires  to  represent  manufacturers  of  tires  and  general  accesswiesi 
Correspondonc*?  may  be  in  English. 

Brass  titbiug,  No.  19866. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Simln  writes  that  a 
man  In  his  dititrU-t  d<>sii-es  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  brass 
tuhlnjc,  such  aw  use<l  for  certain  ro<ls  and  llghtlns  fixtures.  It  is  stated  that 
he  will  purchase  at  wholesale.  Reference  is  given.  Correspondence  may 
be  in  English. 

Rubber  stamps,  fountain  pens,  etc..  No.  19867.— A  firm  In  India  Infonna  an 
American  consular  ofilcer  that  It  desires  to  communicate  with  American 
manufacturers  of  paint  boxes,  rubber  stamps,  fountain  pens,  etc 
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CONTIimAKCE  or  BRAZILIAN  TAHIFF  FBEFEEDHCE. 

[Onblesntm  from  American  ambusandor,  Rio  de  Jnnelro,  Jao.  16.] 

Dunn^  the  year  1910  the  pi-oducts  and  nrnnufactures  of  the  United 
States  will  continue  to  receive  in  Bi*azil  tlie  preferential  treatment 
whidi  has  heretofore  been  pranted,  in  accordance  with  an  executive 
decree  dated  January  14,  lUlC. 

[The  reductions  in  duty  referred  to  are  those  made  in  accordance 
with  a  provision  contained  in  the  Brnzilian  budget  law,  which  au- 
thorizes reductions  on  certain  articles  imported  from  countries  mak- 
ing tariff  concessions  in  favor  of  characteristic  Brnzilinn  proditcta. 
Under  previous  decrees,  wlieat  flour  imported  from  the  United  States 
has  been  allowed  a  reduction  of  30  per  cent  of  the  duty,  and  the  fol- 
lowing articles  of  XTnited  States  origin  a  reduction  of  '20  per  cent  oi 
the  duties  prescribed  by  the  Brazilian  customs  tariff:  Condensed 
millc,  certain  manufactures  of  rubber,  clocks  and  watches,  |Uiints  niul 
inks  (not  including  writing  fluids),  varnishes,  tytwwriters,  scales, 
refrigerators,  pianos,  windmills,  cement,  dried  fruits,  fiumiture  for 
schools,  corsets,  and  desks.] 

FRENCH  EXPORTS  TO  UNITED  STATES. 

[Cablpemni  frcira  Anierlcnu  «in«ulati>  pi-ncr.-tl.  I'ni-ls.  diilfd  .Inn.  17.1 

The  total  value  of  the  exports  invoii'od  at  the  Ainericim  consulates 
and  agencies  in  Frnnce  for  the  United  Statt's  during  1915  was 
S80.7S4.!m!>,  figainst  $08.471. UH  for  11)14;  to  the  Philippine  Islands, 
$Cjl>,5i3,  against  $770,!»7:i;  to  Porto  liico,  $1-J!),47:^,  gainst  $2:iO,Dn4; 
and  to  ilawaii,  $9,i:U,  against  $s,f^;iii.  Tiie  districts  showing  in- 
creasefl  exports  were  Bologne,  Cette,  Xantes,  Dunkirk,  Amiens,  aiul 
St.  Kticnne. 


BUSINESS  FAILURES  IN  HOLLAND. 

[Constil  Frnult  W.  Mnbin,  Amstmlain.  Dec.  28.1 

According  to  information  from  an  Amsterdam  commercial  bureau, 
the  mimber  of  business  failures  in  the  Netherlands  from  January  1 
to  December  25,  11)15,  was  1.349,  compared  with  1,472  during  the 
corresponding  period  of  1914. 
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IHPOBTS  AND  EXPORTS  OF  COPPEE. 

The  imports  and  exports  of  copper  at  tlie  customs  districts  of  New 
York,  Wassachurietts,  Philadelphia,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Galveston, 
Now  OrloaiLs,  San  Francisco,  Washington,  and  Michigan,  during  the 
week  ended  January  8,  1916,  were  as  follows: 

IMPORTS. 


Coontriea. 


Canada  

Chile  

France  

Puiamft  

Cuba  

Veneiueta  

Japan  

Caiiary  Islands. 


Total. 


Or^  niatt«  n»d  rciinlus 
(copper  coal  eat  s). 


povyid». 
1.5S6  803 

i.m 

S60 


1S7,K0 


$S6.T2S 
227, 8M 
248 
105 


24. 8» 


2.m.m 


3W.762 


Pigs,  hi^'s.  bars,  plates, 
and  old,  etc. 


Ptivnd'. 
391,317 


2,970 


8X  671 
33  431 


1,254,389 


423 


145.811 
6.S53 


233,433 


DOMESTIC  EXPORTS. 


Countries. 

Pigs,  tngota,  bare,  plates 
and  old,  etc. 

Pomit. 
203  nno 

15.957  697 
211.921 
2,457,288 

m.m 

3.204  133 
43  3  0 
4H,S1K 

Count  rlo3. 


Canada, 


To'al  

AU  ot).ar  oountrias. 


Pigs,  InfcoO.  btrs,  plates, 
and  old,  etc 


Povni*. 


I8.r32  irA 

39,SG3 


8,433 


CARGOES  AXKIYING  AT  LIBERIA. 

[RIcbard  C.  Btind;,  Amcrlcfln  cbnFf^  d'alTaircs  ad  laterim,  Uonrorla,  Dec.  3.] 

During  the  closing  days  of  last  month  three  steamers  arrived  at 
Monrovia  with  large  consignments  of  cargo.  The  steamship  Gmido, 
from  Liverpool,  brought  over  500  tons;  the  steamship  Kenmore^  from 
New  York,  Drought  225  tons;  and  the  steamship  Nevibe^  from  Rotter- 
dam, had  160  tons  for  Liberian  ports. 

The  writer  is  also  advised  by  Mr.  Arthur  Spitz,  who  has  ju-st  ar- 
rived ns  the  agent  of  the  Graverhorst  Co.,  of  90-96  Wall  Street,  New 
York  City,  that  he  expects  the  arrival  daily  of  on  American  schooner 
at  Monrovia  which  has  been  chartered  by  his  company  and  loaded 
>vith  nearly  800  tons  of  merohiindise  for  Tiibei  ia.  This  eitV)rt  of  the 
Gravenhoiht  Co,  to  open  direct  trade  relations  between  New  York 
and  Liberia  is  a  venture  of  much  importance  and  if  successful  will 
lead,  it  is  stated,  to  on  effort  to  establish  permanent  commercial  con- 
nections. 

KEW  COUUERCIAL  BUILBINa  OPENED. 

IConsiil  A.  T.  Haoborle.  Pcrnamljuro,  nrnzll.  Dec,  18,] 

The  Commercial  Organization  of  Pernambuco,  Brazil,  "A  Asso- 
ciacao  Commen^ial,"  opened  its  new  building  in  December. 

The  Diario  de  Pernambuco  ptates  that  the  new  building  is  the 
finest  of  its  kind  in  South  America,  excepting  perhaps  that  of  Buenos 
Aires.  The  floors  are  covered  with  American  tiles  and  handsome 
Brazilian  wood  of  various  colors.  The  decorations  and  the  building 
itself  are  in  Renaissance  stj'le.  The  cost  is  only  $100,000  because  ot 
services  rendered  gratis  by  the  architect,  Dr.  Marais  Bego. 

Digitized  by  Google 


COMMERCE  REPORTS. 


259 


WEEKLY  TBADE  FZaiTEES. 

The  imports,  duties  collected,  and  exports  for  tlio  week  ending 
Janufury  15,  1916,  at  the  13  principal  customs  (iistricts  of  the  United 
States,  handling  88  per  cent  of  total  imports  and  93  per  cent  of  total 
exports,  based  on  transactions  in  the  month  of  October,  1915,  follow: 


Districta. 


Importa, 


Du'les 
coUocted. 


Exports. 


Cwgiu,  (Savonrah)  — 
Hs99»cha^.ls  (Boiton). 

New  Vo  k  

Pbfladelphia   

ICa  j-Iand  (Ualilmo  e) . . 

Vi-|^nto(No  (oik)  

New  Orleans.  

GalTPston  

San  F'anciscf  

Washbieimi  (£eatlle)... 

Buffalo  

Chicifco  

Mlch^n(DetioiO  


»8  505 
6.528  402 

21  om 

I,37«,445 
m  liTiJ 
612  2^  0 

1.617.275 
1.W.5S4 

3.S4^  21. t 
627  387 
«H  413 
435,:  32 
6f)l  863 


SI  78 
l.«fi  fi73 
2,679  5X2 
im  127 
G4  CM 
84  !3l 
10  4n8 
1  334 
92.146 
13  127 
37,818 

toe  m 

26.130 


1303  om 

4IV2  ro7 
S8.443  OOR 

67"  7«7 
8.6IS  059 
l.m  813 

2  2'iS  967 
4  031  3W 

887  tM 

3  623  hn 
2.411. IBS 


3  632  g[3 


Total   37,428,303  1   3,292.036  1  84.161.343 


The  cotton  exported  during  the  week  ending  January  15,  1916,  at 
the  12  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United  States  follows. 


Distrlots. 


Qeo-gia  

Ms^^'-UMlta. . 

Maryland  

New  Yo  k  . . . . 
Notb  Ca-olina. 
Pli!l^lpb:a  .. 
Booth  CvoUBtt. 


BalM. 


1,460 
S,?15 
U,85» 


Districts. 


Vl-ginla  

Qal>e<iton  .... 
New  O  tcaii'i . 
Fan  FiancL.co  , 
WflsbingLoD . . 


Total. 


Bales. 


31, rot 

12,691 


13,373 


78.799 


ELECTRIC  LIGHTS  FOE  PITEETO  COLOMBIA. 

(Consul  Isnilc  A.  Manning,  Barranqnitla,  Colombia,  Dec.  22.] 

The  Colombian  Congress  has  appropriated  $5,000  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  an  electric-iight  station  at  Puerto  Colombia  to  sup- 
ply that  village  and  the  railway  and  steamship  pier  with  electric 
lights.  In  ccnsideration  of  this  sum  the  authorities  of  Puerto  Co- 
lombia will  be  required  to  supply  lights  free  for  10  years  to  the  coast 
guard,  post  ofiice,  and  telegraph  oflices,  and  one  searchlight  of  2,000 
candlepower  or  two  of  1,000  candlepowei"  for  use  by  the  coast  guard 
in  lighting  the  bay  for  police  purposes.  The  surveys  and  plans  are 
under  way,  and  the  construction  of  the  plant  will  likely  soon  be  com- 
menced.  American  machinery  and  equipment  are  to  l)e  installed. 


GUATE3KALA  TAKES  OVER  ALL  OIL  LANDS. 

[Consul  Sttiiii-t  Liipluii,  Ciial'MiKilii  K'ity.  Ucc.  i;".  1 

By  a  decree  published  in  the  official  gazette  on  Dereniber  iiO  the 
Bepublic  of  Guatemala  reserves  the  abs^olute  title  "to  all  sources  of 
petroleum  and  hydrocarbons  in  general"  which  exist  within  tho 
State,  and  will  permit  the  acquisition  and  exploitation  of  such  Inndrf 
only  under  leasehold.  Tlie  leases,  which  are  to  be  contracted  with 
the  tUnistry  of  Public  Works  and  submitted  for  the  approval  of  the 
Chief  Executive,  may  not  exceed  10  years'  duration,  and  will  be 
made  only  with  native  or  naturalized  citizens. 
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GOVEETTMENT  PTTBIICATIOHS  FOR  SAXE, 

Among  the  publications  received  in  stock  for  sale  by  the  Super- 
intendent of  Documents  at  Washington  during  the  week  ended  Jan- 
uary 15  are: 

statement  of  a  Proi>cr  Mititarfi  I'lillcp  for  the  United  fifales.  Prepared  by 
tho  War  t'<ilt(';-'o  Uivision.  (Ji'iuTni  SlnO'  Corps,  in  Compliaiieo  with  Instructions 
of  tlie  Socrt'tary  of  War,  Mai  rh,  ]!>15,  puljli^licd  by  Army  War  Col  lope. — ■ 
Govera  preseut  military  prot>k'iny,  with  InforiiHition  relative  to  over-sea  serv- 
ice iiiul  home  service,  inciuiUng  orpmlzed  militia  and  reser\'es.  Price,  paper. 
0  cents. 

Commercial  Hickories,  Forest  Service  Bulletin  80. — Covers  hickory  supply, 
lumbering,  tlif-  tree  nnti  its  forms,  range,  yield,  mechanical  proiwrties  and  uses. 
Price,  paper,  15  cents. 

Melting  Points  of  Fire  BricL-8,  Standai'd»  Bureau  Technologic  Paper  10. — • 
Technical  work  on  tlie  subject.    Price,  paper,  6  cents. 

The  Function  of  Time  in  the  Vitrification  of  Clays,  Standanls  Bureau  Tech- 
nologic Pnper  17. — ^Technical  work  on  the  subject.   Price,  paper,  5  cents. 

Grades  for  Commeretal  Com,  Agriculture  Department  Bulletin  168.— Olaa^- 
catlon  of  corn,  including  moisture  tests,  etc.   I^rlce,  paper,  5  cents. 

Fennentcd  Milks,  Agriculture  Department  Bulletin  810. — Covers  the  Tarloua 
forms  of  fermente<l  milk,  including  buttermilk,  kefir,  kumiss,  and  yogurt. 
Price,  iMijwr,  5  cents. 

Utilization  of  American  Flax  Straw  in  the  Paper  and  Fiber-Board  Industry, 
Agriculture  Dciiartment  Bulletin  322. — On'ers  flax  straw  in  the  pnper  and 
fiber  industry,  with  sugeestions  for  ihix  faruiei-s.  etc.    Price,  paper,  5  cents. 

TtiG  MilHug  of  Rice  and  Its  Meelianieal  and  Chemical  Effect  upon  the  Grain, 
Agriculture  Deimrtuicnt  Bulletin  330. — Covers  geographical  distribution  of  rice 
crop,  milling  niotliods,  by-products,  etc.    Price,  paper,  10  cents. 

The  IlaniUinn  and  tihippinf/  of  Fresh  Cherricn  and  Prunes  from  the  WUla- 
mcttc  Yullei/.  Agriculture  Department  Bulletin  331, — Practical  work  on  the 
packing  and  handling,  causes  of  decay,  etc.,  of  cherries  in  transit,  and  prune 
Investigations.   Price,  paiier,  5  cents. 

Community  Production  of  Kgyptian  Cotton  in  the  United  States,  Agriculture 
Dep:irtment  Bulletin  332. — CViver-ts  character,  supply,  picking,  grading,  tillage 
methods,  etc.   Price,  paper,  5  cents. 

Dycstuffs  Riiuatim  in  the  United  Slates,  November,  191I>,  Special  Agents 
Series  111,  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. — Si>ecial  work  by 
Thomas  H.  Norton  on  the  dyestuff  situation  as  a£fectcd  by  European  war  and 
other  aspects.   Price,  paper,  5  cents. 


IHGBEASED  EGO  COLLECTIONS  BT  FISHEBIES  BUBEAV. 

A  statement  reparding  egg  collections  in  the  fislierio.s  work  con- 
ducted by  tho  Government  has  been  issued  by  the  T")^nited  St-ites  Bu- 
reau of  Fisheries,  giving  the  comi^arative  figures,  respectively,  to 
.Tanuary  1, 1915,  anil  January  1.  li>lG.  in  the  fiscal  y^ars  1015  and  1916. 
The  increase  of  the  present  season  over  that  of  1915  is  444,082,924. 
The  fiirures  are : 


Kinds  of  nsb. 


Shad  

MnckR  el   

lliiiie  flsh  

I,obi  e'  

IlIack-^IifiMPd  I'out... 
Blueback  snimo  i  . . . 
numpback  salmon  .. 

Doji  sabiioii  

Chinook  sabnon  

Sil'  0'  salmoi   

Atlant  to  salmon  

Laodlockdd  salmoo.. 


1915 


C93,ti00 


I3.h<2  000 

60  'm.'m 
1!),  idJ.ono 
sn.iiii.ooo 
107.fie3..^05 
24,5.S«,f..^) 
2,014  400 
870,800 


1016 


65(1.000 
2,23.i.00't 

«|i.(¥10 

3  4SS,0IJ0 

iiM.sa'i.ooo 
31  a'>,.''oo 

2S  R.i2  500 

108. ns7  ffw 

1^,371  030 
i,9l3  400 
1,200,  £00 


KIntlsoIfisti. 


I.ako  Kout  

w;)i:(>rnii  

I.nUi}  i.e  "^ing  

I)  oo'<  t  out  

K^Liibow  Iroul  

Loc'i  hm  en  t  out  

Sco  c^)  sea  trout  

Hyb  ids  

PoUook  

Cod  

Total  


1815 


8.1  3".!,  "^40 

mr.'.'M  two 

132, f 30  000 

ii,&43  <m 

3,134  187 
107  COO 
87.000 
21'.  400 
323,650,000 
IM  181,000 


1B16 


07,331.600 
4'-'0.eH  .000 
lft>,g75,O0O 
ll,6lfi,ft4!i 
3,770.9  3 
130,400 


SfB,  530,000 
130  285,000 


L.SZ«,S08,«4  i  1,SI»,«U,» 
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AMERICAN  TTNBEEWEAB  AND  HOSIERY  IN  IRELAND. 

IConmil  Wesley  Frost,  Cork  (QuoonetowD),  Dec,  7,  1015.] 

American  underwear  and  hosiery  have  come  to  furnish  n  large  por- 
tion of  Ireland's  requirements  in  these  lines.  The  ti  tule  has  been 
develoj>ing  for  beveral  years,  hut  has  greatly  increased  since  August, 
1914,  in  the  ahsence  of  competition  from  the  mills  of  Suxony.  The 
English  mills  also  are  understood  to  he  handicapped  by  lack  of  dye- 
stuns  and  needles. 

To  the  surprise  of  the  Irish  Iniyers,  American  mills  have  been  able 
to  meet  the  denumd  at  prices  almost  as  luw  as  those  paid  Iiefore  the 
war  to  the  English  firms  which  held  the  greater  part  of  this  trade. 
Type  of  Goods  Row  Sold  In  Ireland. 

A  moderately  liigh  grade  of  American  hosiery  is  finding  favor 
here,  and  a  munlwr  of  the  standard  American  brands  have  recently 
become  familiar  in  Cork  shops.  Sfercerized  cotton  an^l  artificial  silk 
of  rather  inexiwnsivc  grades  are  the  surest  sellei*s.  The  popular  taste 
in  Ireland  has  always  been  for  heavy  woolen  hosiery,  but  the  younger 
people  arc  now  turning  to  the  more  presentable  American  articles. 
One  great  New  York  hosiery  firm  has  had  success  here  because  of 
the  enteri>rise  of  its  I^ndon  agent  in  quoting  prices  c.  i.  f.  Cork; 
and  the  value  of  the  simple  expedient  of  furnishing  prii-es  for  goods 
delivered  to  Cork,  or  even  to  Liverpool,  can  hardly  be  overstated. 

Freight  conditions  at  present  are  a  great  handicap,  as  goods  are 
delayed  for  weeks  and  months  on  the  road.  Probably  the  practice  of 
making  sales  through  a  London  or  Liverpool  agent,  who  shall  per- 
petually keep  a  jobbing  stock  on  hand,  is  the  Ixst  way  to  meet  the 
situation. 

The  American  underwear  sold  here  is  almost  exclusively  a  heavy 
fleece-lined  quality,  and  is  made  by  one  eastern  mill  in  America,  which 
has  a  monopoly  of  the  Irish  trade  in  this  popular  line.  Cheap  woolen 
underwear,  which  is  sold  in  good  quantities  here,  is  of  domegtic 
manufacture,  and  fine-quality  goods,  which  are  little  used,  are  also 
of  British  make.  But  the  most  common  single  line  purchased  is  the 
American  fleece-lined  article  mentioned,  which  is  at  present  bought 
by  dealers  at  $^.60  per  dozen  garments  and  sold  at  retail  for  45  cents 
per  garment.  The  margin  of  profit  to  jobbers  is  negligible,  and  they 
are  siiiil  to  be  anxious  to  find  any  other  American  line  of  equal  qinility 
on  which  they  could  luake  a  little  profit.  The  popularity  of  the  pres- 
ent line  is  .such  that  their  travelers  are  virtually  forced  to  deal  in  it. 

SHORTAGE  OF  COFFER  SVLFHATE  AND  SUBLIMED  SULFHUR. 

(Consul  Paul  II.  Poster,  Jtroz  »fe  In  FroDtcra,  Spniu,  Vcv.  20.J 

Considerable  anxiety  is  expressed  by  local  vineyardists  over  the 
reported  shortage  of  sulphate  of  copper  and  sublimed  sulphur,  which 
are  extensively  used  in  si>raying  and  dusting  the  vines  in  tlie  spring 
of  the  year.  The  shortage  of  sulphate  of  copper  is  at  present  esti- 
mated at  from  4,000  to  7,000  toneladas  (tonelada=2,'204.6  pounds), 
and  Government  authorities  are  investigating  the  possibilities  or 
augmenting  the  production  at  the  copper  mines  in  northern  8i)ain 
and  maintaining  a  maximum  price  of  1  peseta  per  kilo  ($0,108  per 
2.2  pounds).  Sublimed  sulphur  has  been  supplied  hitherto  from 
Italy,  but  in  the  event  of  an  embargo  on  the  exportation  of  tliis  article 
a  serious  shortage  would  result. 
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FOREIGN  TRADE  OF  BBAZII. 

[Consul  (ieucml  Alfred  L  M,  Cotlsclialk,  Uio  de  Jnneiro.l 

The  gcneVnl  trade  of  Brazil  for  the  first  nine  months  of  1015,  ac- 
cording; to  advance  infonnation,  shows  a  favorable  trade  balance  of 
nearly  ^>T;3,0()t).000.  The  corresponding  period  in  1914  showed  a  favor- 
able balance  of  far  less  than  one-third  of  that  amount,  and  in  the 
1913  period  there  was  a  deficit  of  over  $44,000,000.  Brazil's  favorable 
trade  balances  since  the  European  war,  however,  are  due  less  to  an  in- 
crease in  its  production  and  the  marketing  of  its  exports  than  to  the 
enforced  decline  in  its  imports. 

The  imports  during  the  first  nine  months  of  1915  were  valued  at 
$100,C8G,000,  compared  with  $149,539,000  for  the  same  period  in  1914, 
and  $'251,229,000  for  the  1913  period.  The  exports  during  the  first 
nine  months  of  1915  were  valued  at  $173,429,000,  compared  with  $168,- 
747,000  for  the  1914  period,  and  $200,330,000  for  the  1913  period. 
(The  values  were  converted  from  Brazilian  paper  milreis  to  Ameri- 
can currency  at  the  following  rates:  1913,  1  milreis=32.36  cents; 
1914,  31.41  cents;  and  1915,  25.56  cents). 
Imports,  1>y  ConiLtries,  into  Brazil. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  imports  into  Brazil  by 
countries  during  the  first  nine  months  of  1913, 1914,  and  1915: 


Country. 

1913 

1914 

IflU 

»43,592,0W 
18  476.000 
3.812.000 
13,452.000 
44&.DOO 
39,629.000 
24.SS9,000 

ei.cii.om 

1,775  000 
2,078,000 
9,764,000 
U,M6,000 
1.106,000 
27,444,000 

926.693.000 
15.102  000 
1.64.5.000 
4,7C4  WjO 
351.000 
23.164.000 
la. 131  000 
35,23  )  000 
1,2U3  Qra 
1,219  000 
6. 132,000 
2.272, OTO 
669,000 
18,848.000 

f2  058.000 
17,9U3  000 
179  OOO 
195.005 
394  OOO 
30.(86.000 
4.919  0  4 
22.120  000 
1,17(1  OOO 
731.000 
4,723,000 
1,873,000 
890  000 
13,349  000 

231,239,000 

I49.A39.O0O 

IOO,6Se,000 

The  above  figures  show  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  imports  from 
certain  countries,  especially  from  those  at  war.  The  imports  from  the 
United  States  show  an  increased  value  of  nearly  $7,000,000  compared 
with  the  1914  period,  but  a  decrease  of  over  $9,500,000  compared  with 
the  1913  period. 
The  Export  Trade. 

The  exports  of  Brazil  in  the  nine  principal  products  that  the  Re- 
public furnishes  to  the  world's  markets  have  increased  perceptibly  in 
quantity  since  the  war  began.  During  the  first  nine  months  of  1915 
the  increase  compared  with  the  1914  period  was  chiefly  in  cofi'ee 
(3,811,000  bags),  sugar  (48,753  tons),  yei'ba  mate  (14,085  tons),  and 
cacao  (5,396  tons). 

The  following  table  gives  the  exports  of  the  nine  principal  products 
of  Brazil  during  the  first  nine  months  of  1913, 1914,  and  1915 : 


Products. 

1013 

1D14 

1916 

Mctrie  Ions. 

Mdrie  tont. 

Melrk  tont. 

Cotton  

24,229 

IS.  239 

4,754 

■■,m 

JO,  136 

58,S89 

27, 764 

2-\509 

18.416 

27,993 

33,3>-0 

Coffee  

'7,074,000 

17,355,000 

011,160,000 

i'roducls. 


Hides  

Tob  cco,  ... 
Verbs  mate . 
suns  


1913 

1914 

191S 

ilttr'c  torn. 
19,389 
25,851 
47,474 
%S87 

Metric  Umt. 
35,  .MM 
25,0  5 
42,9  7 
21,167 

ifctric  bmt. 
28,839 
17,347 
67,0S> 
'  8,310 

•  Bagk 
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The  Brazilian  export  trade  has  been  directed,  as  in  the  past,  chiefly 
toward  the  United  States,  which  is  still  the  hirge.st  consumer  of 
Brazilian  products.  The  United  States,  during  tlie  1915  pei-iod, 
bought  four  times  as  much  as  France  and  three  times  as  mucli  as 
Great  Britain,  notwithstanding  the  disturhed  transportation  facili- 
ties between  the  countries  and  tlie  alinonuid  increase  in  freight  rates. 
Direct  exports  from  Brazil  to  AuHtria-IInngai'y,  Belgium,  and  Ger- 
many, ceased^  while  those  to  Denmark,  Norway,  and  Sweden  show  a 
considei*able  increase. 


DectliiatioiL  of  EiEpOTti. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  exi>orts,  by  countries, 
during  the  first  nine  months  of  1013, 1914,  and  1915: 


Countr^e^ 

1»13 

igu 

1S15 

120,525,000 
10.S4I  OGO 
9. 799,000 
S,UI  CtK) 
513.000 
«6.9<»,000 
20,  :t5.i  300 
30,794,001 
1,190,000 
13,161  COO 
2, 911,  OGO 
30K,000 
l,SLn  000 
\2,m<3QO 

t2l.j!4i,ooa 

8,n42,0» 
4  7SS,000 
3  513,000 
SO'.OOO 
6f",i2S,000 
13.K'0  OOO 
25,972,000 
957,000 
8.r:it,  TO 
2,(S8,O0U 
29l>,000 
1,342,000 
9, 3  A  000 

Se,&88  000 

3.i;o  000 

71,f0fi  009 
lH,S24.n0O 
H  413,000 
091,000 
13  386,000 
3,742,000 
2,9?4  000 

18  m,(m 

10, 64',  000 

200,330,000 

1«8,747.000  1  m  429,000 

LACK  OF  SHIFFINa  FACIUTIES  AT  ADEN. 


[Vice  OoDtnil  ArUiar  O.  Watson,  Aden,  Arabia,  Dec.  S.l 

The  anticipated  shortage  of  shipping  space  [as  reported  in  Com- 
MEBCE  Kepokts  for  Nov.  6]  has  commenced.  The  agents  of  the 
British  India  Stenni  Navigation  Co.  have  booked  some  space  from 
Calcutta  at  the  rate  ruling  there,  180  rupees  ($58.39)  per  ton  for  skins 
and  hides  and  100  rupees  ($32.41)  for  coffee  to  American  ports. 
Their  Calcutta  office  has  informed  them  that  even  at  these  rates  it 
will  be  impossible  to  give  much  space  to  Aden,  and  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  pay  the  ruling  Calcutta  rate  to  obtain  si)ace,  which  is  over 
180  rupees  ($58.39)  at  present,  and  as  congestion  continnes  will 
probably  further  increase. 

The  Italian  steflmei"s  have  further  increased  their  rate  to  accord 
■with  the  rate  of  the  British  India  Steam  Navigation  Co.  and  can 
offer  little  space,  as  Mombasa  and  ports  of  the  Benadir  coast  are  con- 
tinuing to  take  practically  all  olfered. 


Indian  Cotton  Sowings. 

According  to  the  Indian  Trade  Journal  for  Noveinber,  the  ^cond 
cotton  forecast,  based  on  reports  furnished  by  Pravinces  which  com- 
prise the  entire  cotton  crop  of  India,  gives  the  area  of  sowings  made 
generally  up  to  October  1, 1915,  as  10,253,000  acres,  against  22,152,000 
acres  at  the  same  time  in  1914. 
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UIKEBAL  FRODUCnOH  OF  JAPAN. 

[Japan  Times,  Not.  1S.1 

Tlie  wnr'fi  effectn  on  Japan's  niinin^^  industry  are  treated  by  the 
Agriculture  and  Commerce  Department  in  a  report  recently  pub- 
lished. The  rejiort  is  somewliat  belated  but  full  of  useful  particulars. 

(toUI  and  silver  miners  have  been  particularly  benefited  by  the  war, 
and  the  yield  of  gold  in  Idzu  has  especially  attracted  the  public 
notice  because  of  its  rapid  increase.  Tlie  ore  turned  out  there 
is  shipped  to  Ibaraki  prefecture  and  refined  at  the  Kuhara  Min- 
ing Co?s  refinery  there.  The  yields  at  Kusbigino,  Kugoshima  pre- 
fecture, and  Matstioka,  Akita  prefecture,  also  have  shown  a  remark- 
able increase.  During  the  year  ending  September  30  the  output  rose 
24  i)er  cent. 

Iron,  Coal,  and  Petroleum. 

The  iron  market  remained  partly  inactive  and  partly  animated 
because  pig  iron,  mostly  used  in  making  agricultural  implements,  is 
not  taken  briskly,  but  steel,  emploj'ed  by  war-requisite  manufacturers, 
has  ruled  more  and  more  active  during  the  last  twelve  months.  The 
increased  yield  of  ore  and  the  gain  in  the  turnover  of  the  Government 
Iron  Foundry  testify  to  the  fact. 

Coal  has  been  hard  hit  by  the  war,  and  in  the  turnover  for  the  year 
ending  September  30  there  is  reported  a  decrease  of  8.8  per  cent,  but 
lately  a  tendency  to  improve  is  reported  to  have  set  in.  As  causes  for 
the  decline  the  closing  of  the  Panama  Cannl,  the  smaller  number  of 
foreign  ships  entering  Japanese  ports,  and  depression  in  industrial 
circles  are  cited  in  the  report. 

In  the  yield  of  petroleum  an  increase  of  17^  per  cent  is  reported. 
The  larger  production  of  domestic  oil  has  occasioned  a  falling  off  in 
imports  from  America.  For  lighting  purposes  petroleum  is  not  used 
so  extensively  as  some  time  ago,  but  as  fuel  its  use  is  growing. 

SttlphvT,  Zine,  Lead,  and  Tungsten. 

Sulphur  has  been  hard  hit  by  the  war,  though  indirectly.  While 
the  demand  from  Australia  and  America  has  not  slackened,  little 
hold  space  is  to  be  found  for  shipment  of  the  goods.  There  was  a 
falling  off  of  5  per  cent  in  the  output. 

Remarkable  progress  is  reported  in  the  zinc  industry.  Not  only 
have  imports  been  checked  altogether,  but  an  ever-increasing  demand 
from  Russia  and  other  countries  is  easily  met.  Ore  is  obtained 
mainly  from  Siberia,  Chosen,  and  Australia.  Several  new  refinerira 
have  been  promoted  since  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  in  Europe.  Lead 
and  tungsten  have  also  been  favorably  ail'ected  by  the  war. 

The  preliminary  statement  by  the  United  States  Bui-eau  of  the 
Census  of  the  manufactures  of  the  city  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  shows  a 
gain,  between  1!K)!)  and  1014,  of  3^.2  per  cent  in  capital  invested  from 
$!>5,708,000  to  $127,480,000.  Consistent  increases  are  shown  for  all 
items  except  number  of  ]>roprietors  and  firm  members,  in  which  there 
was  a  small  decrease.  The  various  increases  were:  Salaries,  60.8  per 
cent;  primary  horsepower,  40.G;  value  added  by  manufacture,  32.5; 
salaried  employees,  31.1;  value  of  products,  24.9;  wages,  23.9;  ma- 
terials, 15.5;  wage  earners,  12.8,  and  number  of  establi^ments  3.4 
"per  cent. 
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VOTES  FEOH  KEW  ZEALAND. 

[Consal  General  Alfred  A.  Winfilow,  Aucfclnnd,  Not.  25.1 
Pnblic  ImproTcments  at  Takapuna — Car  Shops  and  Engine  House. 

The  Borough  of  Takapnna,  near  Auckland,  will  expend  $243,325 
on  the  roads  of  that  district  and  $0,733  on  a  city  building.  This  is 
one  of  the  thriving  suburbs  of  this  city.  The  roads  will  be  con- 
structed of  crushed  stone. 

The  New  Zealand  Government  will  erect  a  car  buildinj;  and  repair 
shop  198  by  200  feet  and  an  enjjine  house  1G5  by  240  feet  in  Auck- 
land for  the  use  of  the  Government  railways,  at  an  esti  muted  total 
cost  of  $310,322.  These  buildings  are  to  be  of  wood  construction 
built  to  a  steel  frame,  and  are  to  be  completed  by  the  end  of  1916. 
Vew  Public  Buildings  in  Sew  Zealand — Hunioipal  Improrements  at  Glsborne. 

The  New  2^1and  Government  proposes  to  expend  $2,078,239  on 
public  buildings  during  the  year  ending  March  81,  1916,  of  which 
$389,320  is  to  go  toward  completing  the  new  Parliament  Building  at 
Wellington,  $194,660  for  a  new  post  office  at  Dunedin ;  $97,330  for  a 
police  station  at  Wellington;  $72,997  for  an  addition  to  the  post  office 
at  Christchurch ;  and  many  smaller  buildings  and  improvements. 

The  city  of  Gisbome,  New  Zealand,  has  voted  a  loan  amounting  to 
$452,584  for  the  following  public  works  in  that  thriving  city  of 
10,000  population:  Waterworlcs  and  sewerage  plants,  $243,325;  tram- 
way lines,  $145,995;  electric  light  and  power  extensions,  $48,665;  and 
for  park  purposes,  $14,599.  The  tramway  lines  and  electric  power 
plants  are  owned  and  controlled  by  the  municipality. 

Public  Improvements  In  Auckland. 

During  the  four  yeara  ended  July  31,  1915,  the  city  of  Auckland 
expended  $1,946,600  on  its  drainage  system  with  a  capacity  of  47,- 
500,000  gallons  each  24  hours.  Four  pumping  stations  are  yet  to  be 
installed  to  clear  the  water  from  the  low  lands  of  the  city.  Plans  are 
being  prepared  for  these  and  it  might  be  well  for  those  interested 
to  send  printed  matter  and  special  information  to  the  mayor  of  Auck- 
land. 

The  city  of  Aucldand  has  just  voted  a  loan  amounting  to  $559,647 
for  public  improvements  in  the  city  as  follows:  $267,657  for  a  central 
citv  market  bnilding;  $97,330  for  a  central  fish  market;  $48,665  for 
■water-works  extension;  and  $145,995  for  additional  drainage  sj^stem. 
T  hese  improvements  are  to  be  begun  as  soon  as  plans  and  specifica- 
tions can  be  prepared  and  contracts  let.  The  city  market  is  to  be 
supplied  with  cold  storage  vaults  and  to  be  up-to-date  in  every  par- 
ticular. 


Increased  Imports  of  American  Machinery  Into  South  Africa. 

Consul  General  George  H.  Murphy  reports  from  Cape  Town  tliat 
the  United  States  is  now  supplying  30  per  cent  of  South  Africa's 
purchases  of  electrical  machinery,  against  20  per  cent  before  tho 
war,  and  36  per  cent  of  the  luining  macliinery  against  20  per  cent. 


News  print  paper  was  invoiced  at  the  American  consulate  at 
Sanlt  Ste.  Marie.  Canada,  for  the  United  States  during  1915  to  the 
valne  of  $5,638,489,  compared  with  $3,706,495  for  1914. 
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SFAnrS  TRADE  IN  FOREIGH  GOAL. 

ICoDSul  General  Carl  Ball«r  nnrst,  Barcelona,  Not.  18.] 

The  principal  Spanish  ports  at  which  coal  is  received  are  Barcelona, 
Bilbao,  Hiielva,  Seville,  Valencia,  Alicante,  Santander,  Malaga, 
Almeria,  Cartagena,  Cadiz,  Coruna,  and  Vigo.  The  Province  of 
Catalonia  and  es]>ecially  the  city  of  Barcelona  arc  the  largest  con- 
sumers of  imported  coal.  In  1914,  807,914  tons  of  foreign  coal  were 
received  in  the  port  of  Barcelona  and  201,S12  tons  of  domestic  coal. 
Santander  receiveij  nnder  normal  circumstances  more  than  180,000 
tons  of  Englisli  coal  annually.  The  consumption  of  English  coal  in 
Bilbao  in  1914  amounted  to  608,307  tons  and  of  domestic  coal  329,125 
tons,  most  of  which  came  from  the  mines  of  Asturias  and  Leon. 
Spanish  coal  prcduction  amounts  to  about  4,750,000  tons  annually. 

The  Ministry  of  Public  AVorks  has  published  some  information 
relative  to  the  crisis  in  the  Spanish  coal  trade,  with  special  reference 
to  the  best  means  for  increasing  the  domestic  production.  The  re- 
port shows  that  although  the  war  caused  a  critical  condition  in  Spain 
with  regard  to  the  local  coal  supply,  the  situation  has  been  finally 
relieved.  Importations  of  coal  from  England  in  1912  amounted  to 
3,441,523  tons,  in  1913  to  3,648,760  tons,  and  in  1914  to  2,940,148  tons. 
Prices  rose  as  high  as  80  pesetas  ($14.40)  a  ton  for  first-grade  steam 
<X)al  during  the  past  12  months. 

The  annual  consumption  of  coal  in  Spain  under  normal  circum- 
stances is  estimated  at  8,250,000  tons. 

[Consul  Wilbur  T.  Oracoy,  Seville,  Nov.  ID.] 
OpenlBff  for  Anterloan  Coal  at  Seville. 

The  Seville  consular  district,  through  the  ports  of  Seville,  Huelva, 
and  Cadiz,  imported  during  1914  a  total  of  470,000  tons  of  coal,  only 
35,000  tons  of  which  came  from  Spanish  sources.  This  represents 
purchases  from  abroad  of  435,000  tons,  or,  at  30  pesetas  a  ton,  a  total 
value  of  13,050,000  pesetas  {$2,518,050). 

American  coal  has  not  found  a  market  in  Seville  as  yet,  though  a 
sample  shif^Icad  has  been  sent  here  and  another  vessel  is  on  the  way. 
Two  American  coal  companies  have  appointed  local  agents,  and  it 
seems  probable  that  if  satisfactory  freights  can  be  obtained  Ameri- 
can fuel  will  soon  find  a  ready  sale  in  this  district.  The  principal 
obstacles  to  the  introduction  of  American  coal  at  the  present  time  are 
lack  of  shipping  facilities,  high  freight  rotes,  and  the  smallness  of 
the  lumps,  local  users  having  become  accustomed  to  the  large  Welsh 
coal.  American  sliippers  should  be  careful,  especially  in  making  first 
shipments,  to  send  coal  that  approximates  the  English  size  and 
quality. 

[Ciinsitl  Wllliur  T.  Grnci'j-,  SoTlIle,  Dec.  2.1 
Commlseion  Reports  on  Probalile  Shortage. 

The  shortage  of  coal  in  Andalusia  continues,  prices  are  high,  and 
the  question  of  securing  a  sufficient  quantity  is  still  interesting  coal 
importei-s.  The  second  shipment  of  American  coal,  which  has  b&en 
expected  for  some  time,  has  not  reached  this  port.  Another  Ameri- 
can coal  exporter  has  appointed  a  general  agent  for  this  part  of 
Spain,  but  orders  have  not  yet  been  booked,  owing,  it  is  understood, 
to  the  difficulty  of  securing  vessels  in  the  United  States  for  coal 
transportation  and  the  high  frei^t  rates  asked. 
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A  commission  which  investigated  the  coal  situation  early  in  the 
year  estimated  that,  with  a  stock  on  hand  July  1,  1015,  of  2r>(),0(X) 
tons  at  mines  and  yards,  a  probable  production  during  J  uly-Deccm- 
ber  of  2,402,000  tons,  and  the  importation  of  600,000  tons  o*f  English 
coal,  there  would  still  be  a  shortage  on  December  31  of  5iJ8,000  tons 
of  coal,  distributed  as  follows:  Barcelona,  250.000  tons;  Bilbao, 
130.000;  Santander,  50,000;  Valencia,  65,000;  Seville,  20.000;  Malaga, 
15.000;  Cartagena,  15,000;  Cadiz,  10,000;  Alicante,  10,000;  Almeria, 
10,000;  other  regions  of  Spain,  23,000  tons. 

If  the  obstacle  of  high  freights  can  be  overcome,  an  opportunity 
appears  to  exist  for  the  sale  of  American  coal  in  Andalusia,  and 
also  in  the  Spanish  African  ports  of  MelUla  and  Ceuta,  though  coal 
for  these  places  goes  largely  through  Gibraltar. 

[The  coal  situation  In  Spain  has  been  the  subject  of  numerous  articles  in 
CoHsiFmcK  Reports  during  the  past  year,  tliose  most  pertinent  to  the  present 
discussion  having  appeared  in  tbe  issues  for  Apr.  24,  Sept.  13.  Oct.  4,  Nov.  18, 
and  Dec.  17  and  31. 1915.  A  list  of  Seville  firms  Interested  in  the  Importation  of 
coal,  furnished  by  Consul  Gracey  in  connection  wltli  the  foregoing  review,  may 
be  (Stained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district 
(ffices.   Befer  to  file  No.  70^] 


TTTRHIP  TOFFDrO  AND  TAILING  HACHIIffE. 

[Coasnl  Riifns  Fleming.  Edtnburgli,  Scotland,  Not.  28.1 

The  turnip  crop  is  of  great  importance  in  Scottish  agriculture. 
The  area  devoted  to  this  crop  in  1914,  exceeding  430,500  acres,  was 
abnost  double  the  acreage  of  potatoes.  In  recent  years,  and  espe- 
cially in  1915,  there  has  been  a  constant  inquiry  for  an  implement  to 
save  labor  in  gathering  the  turnip  crop.  The  latest  machine  intro- 
duced here  for  this  purpose  is  the  invention  of  a  Scotsman.  It  is 
thus  described  by  the  North  British  Agriculturist: 

A  circular  knife  with  a  wavy  edpe  revolves  at  a  high  speed  to  remove  the 
tops.  The  bottom  end  of  a  spindle  through  this  blade  Is  fixed  to  the  guide  rods 
for  the  tops,  so  that  the  rods  and  circular  knife  rise  and  fall  together  according 
to  the  size  of  the  turnip.  In  cutting,  a  fair  part  of  the  top  is  left  on  the  bulb. 
The  front  ends  of  the  guide  rods  work  on  pivots  and  the  rear  ends  are  suspended 
by  means  of  a  lever  and  counterweiglit,  while  the  spindle  being  telescopic 
allows  the  knife  to  rise  and  fall  automatically.  A  guard  is  fixed  to  clear  the 
tops  from  the  machine.  The  rooting  knife  has  a  similar  edge,  and  Is  set  at 
an  angle  of  45  d^ees  and  can  be  sot  to  any  desired  depth.  A  circular-cutting 
wheel  is  fixed  in  front  of  the  rooting  kiiifo  to  keep  It  clear.  The  machine  is 
mounted  on  two  wlieels,  and  the  fact  that  it  has  shafts  obviates  the  necessity 
of  having  to  guide  the  machine  over  the  turnips.  Tiie  imploment  was  showu 
iu  operation  a  few  days  ago,  and  some  that  witnessed  it  thought  that  It  might 
do  Ijetter  work  If  built  on  a  heavier  scale  throughout. 

It  is  thought  that  a  successful  implement  of  this  class,  to  be  drawn 
by  one  horse,  would  find  a  ready  market  in  tliis  country. 


District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Kew  York,  Boom  409  United  States  Castomhouse;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
TTnited  States  Cnstomhoase ;  Chicago,  504  Tederal  Building;  St.  Lonis,.402  Third 
national  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans.  1C20 
Hibemia  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  SOS  United  States  Customhouse:  Seattle, 
922  Alaska  Building.  Cooperative  district  oiBces:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce; 
Detroit,  Board  of  Commerce;  fhlladelphla,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Davenport 
<Iowa)>  Oommeroial  Club. 
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aSAIN  MIIXS  IN  mSH  CBEAUERIES. 

(Consul  Wpeley  Frost,  QucenstowD.] 

The  power  plants  in  Irish  cooperative  creameries  are  being  used 
during  spare  hours  for  milling  local  wheat  and  oats.  The  idea  ap- 
pears to  he  a  variant  on  the  cooperative  rural  milling  societies  in 
France,  Germany,  and  other  European  countries.  ■  In  most  cases  in 
Ireland  the  grain  mills  thus  operated  by  cooperative  creameries  grind 
for  iionmenibers  as  well  as  for  membei's. 

In  1913  there  were  in  Ireland  61  grain  mills  driven  by  oil  or  gas 
engines,  and  a  good  jiroportion  of  tliese  were  ci-eamery  mills.  The 
creameries  in  this  consular  district,  the  south  of  Ireland,  have  been 
notably  successful. 

Effect  of  Knral  MiOs. 

At  present  these  creamery  grain  mills  are  attracting  attention  in 
connction  with  the  expansion  of  grain  growin".  The  wheat  acreage 
in  Ireland  in  1014  was  3G,013,  while  in  1915  it  rose  to  86,530,  a  net 

fain  of  practically  50.000  acres.  The  price  of  wheat  has  i*isen  from 
7.55  per  500  pounds  (the  British  "  quarter  ")  to  over  $14.  With  the 
price  of  wheat  so  high  it  has  been  questioned  whether  farmers  might 
not  do  as  well  simply  to  sell  the  wheat  ratlier  than  grind  it  by  local 
cooperative  enterprises. 

The  farmers'  wheat  in  Ireland,  however,  forms  so  small  a  sh*»re 
of  the  wheat  consumed  that  if  the  country  people  do  not  keep  their 
own  wheat  they  are  practically  bidding  in  the  world  market  for  their 
bread.  Ireland  consumes  16,000,000  hundredweight  of  wheat  and 
flour,  but  produces  only  70.000  hundredweight.  Therefore,  although 
ihe  farmers  may  get  a  high  price  for  their  wheat  if  they  sell  it  out- 
right, they  are  forced  to  buy  back  flour  at  a  s^till  higher  price.  The 
rural  mills,  according  to  tliis  argument,  constitute  a  check  upon  the 
large  milling  interests  that  otlierwise  have  full  control  of  the  farmers' 
supplies  of  bread. 

Type  of  Disk  Hills  Vsed. 

Some  creameries,  both  in  Ulster  and  in  this  district,  have  for  years 
been  utilizing  a  reversible-disk  pattern  of  mill,  calling  for  about  5 
horsepower  and  costing  about  $ItJO.  This  machine  has  a  capacity  of 
1.100  pounds  per  hour  for  t'ru?-hing  and  two-thirds  of  that  qtumtity 
for  grinding.  A  larger  type  of  disk  mill  employed  in  a  few  cream- 
erics  costs  $130  and  requires  12  to  16  horsc])o\ver  to  grind  about  25 
bushels  per  hour  into  Hue  meal.  This  size  of  mill  is  ordinarily  used 
only  for  grinding  meal,  but  sometimes  for  crushing  also. 

To  make  flour  instead  of  meal  a  sifter  attachment,  worth  $26.50, 
is  neces-^ary,  and  this  produces  a  brown  flour  suitable  for  what  Ameri- 
cans know  as  whole  wheat  or  Graham  bread,  the  British  "standard 
bread." 

The  disadvantage  of  the  disk  style  of  grain  mill  is  said  to  be  the 
frequency  with  which  the  disk  phites  must  be  renewed  on  account  of 
losing  their  edge.  Although  a  pair  of  plates  to  grind  at  the  rate  of 
]G  to  20  bushels  per  hour  costs  less  than  $5,  the  renewal  expenses 
are  a  handicap. 
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Tertioal-Stoite  Pattern  of  Mills. 

The  traditional  pattern  of  horizontal-stone  mill  has  been  discarded 
as  awkward  and  bulky,  and  also  because  the  process  of  dressing  tho 
stones  can  nrt  be  performed  except  by  skilled  workmen.  A  vertical 
pattern,  on  the  other  hand,  has  been  found  most  useful.  One  stone  is 
fastened  to  the  covering  of  the  machine,  while  the  other,  the  runner 
Stone,  rotates.  The  grain  is  fed  by  a  worm  onto  the  furrowed  grind- 
ing surface.  The  dressing  of  these  stones,  which  are  of  French  origin, 
can  be  dene  bv  relatively  unskilled  persons.  A  supplemental  appara- 
tus enables  nour  to  be  turned  out,  by  a  system  of  forcing  grain 
through  wire-lined  cylinders  by  revolving  brushes. 

The  favored  size  of  the  vertical-stone  mill  possesses  30-inch  stones, 
and  requires  14  to  17  horsepower.  It  occupies  a  floor  space  of  only 
5  by  3  feet,  has  a  capacity  of  14  to  18  bushels  per  hour,  and  costs,  with 
French  burrstones,  about  $194.  The  flour  cylinders  cost  in  addition 
$60  to  $194.  These  cylinders  can  of  course  also  be  used  with  the  disk 
pattern  mills,  and  it  is  said  tliat  they  can  also  turn  out  oatmeal. 

A  smaller  stone-mill  plant,  including  cylinder,  can  be  purchased 
for  $225,  and  will  grind  6  to  10  bushels  per  hour  on  4^  horsepowei*. 

Coiuiectlon  with  the  Cooperative  Korement. 

The  Irish  Agricultural  Organization  Society  is  operating  at  Dublin 
a  headquarters  which  might  almost  be  described  as  a  second  Irish  de- 
partment of  agriculture,  and  is  promoting  the  establishment  of  these 
creamery  grain  mills.  Mr.  Cruise  O'Brien,  of  The  Plunkett  House, 
Dublin,  IS  the  leading  authority  on  this  phase  of  cooperative  endeavor, 
being  familiar  with  all  the  types  and  makes  of  machinei^  used.  He- 
states  that  each  type  of  macmne  has  two  or  three  manufacturers. 


HATZONAL  WHEAT  EXPOSITION  IN  TJHITOirAT. 

The  official  Seed  Commission  of  Uruguay  is  making  arrangements 
for  a  national  wheat  exposition  to  be  held  from  March  26  to  April  2, 
1916,  in  Guadelupe,  near  Montevideo.  In  arranging  the  details  of 
this  expedition,  the  Government  has  the  cooperation  of  the  rural  so- 
cieties, the  railway  companies,  and  Uruguayan  merchants  and  manu- 
facturers. A  recent  number  of  the  Kevista  de  la  Union  Industrial 
Uruguaya  gives  directions  for  the  sending  of  exhibits,  which  will  be 
received  frtm  all  farmers  cultivating  not  less  than  25  acres  of  wheat, 
and  also  from  oiEcial  experiment  stations.  The  exhibits  of  wheat 
will  be  divided  into  four  classes — beardless,  American,  macaroni,  and 
other  varieties.  More  than  100  prizes  will  be  awarded,  some  being 
national  prizes  for  the  best  wheat  in  Uruguay,  and  others  depart- 
mental prizes  for  the  best  grown  in  the  various  Departments  or 
States.  The  prizes  are  to  be  money  and  agricultural  machines. 


The  policy  of  economy  and  retrenchment  adopted  by  the  city  council 
of  Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  at  the  beginning  of  1915,  to  meet 
emergencies  due  to  the  financial  depression,  has  produced  favorable 
results,  according  to  municipal  figures  received  from  Consul  Gen- 
eral Mansfield  at  Vancouver.  Late  reports  indicated  that  the  year's 
expenditures  would  fall  about  $300,000  below  the  estimates. 
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FLAN  FOR  HABBOB  CBOSSmo  A  FROBLEK  FOB  AKSTEBDAX. 

[Consnl  Frank  W.  Haliln,  Amstenlain,  NetherlnndR,  Not.  4.] 

The  (locks  and  shipping  of  Amsterdam  are  along  what  is  called 
the  "  Y."  Why  it  is  so  called  is  not  definitely  known,  as  the  name 
goes  back  to  niediscval  times.  Possibly  it  resembled'  the  letter  Y 
in  its  original  shape;  but  now,  after  many  alterations  resulting  from 
the  construction  of  decks  and  quays,  it  beai*s  no  likeness  to  that 
letter. 

The  Y  has  a  cei-tnin  resemblance  to  the  East  River  between  New 
York  and  IJrcoklyn.  It  is  about  the  same  width,  while  the  ends  of 
the  Y,  which  go  into  the  Ziiider  Z"e  and  the  North  Sea  Canal,  have 
a  likeness  to  the  termini  of  the  Eost  River  in  New  York  Bay  and 
Long  Island  Sound,  respectively. 

Somewhat  like  its  former  namesake  in  America,  Amsterdam  has 
reached  acrops  the  Y,  and  annexed  territory  a  mile  or  so  in  width, 
and  extending  along  the  harbor  parallel  to  this  citj'.  Factories  are 
being  ef-tablished  over  there,  and  the  population  is  growing  rapidly. 
Communication  between  the  main  city  and  this  extension  is  by  sev- 
eral ferries,  running  at  intervals  of  7  to  15  minutes.  Formerly  this 
was  sufficient;  but  now  the  ferries  are  crowded,  and  the  waiting 
intervals  cause  inconvenience. 

SisoiiEEion  as  to  Host  Fractloable  FUn  of  ImproTcment. 

Improvement  is  imperative.  The  city  c-ouncil  is  discussing  the 
question  as  to  the  best  and  mc^t  practicable  plan — a  bridge,  a  tun- 
nel, or  moi-e  and  larger  ferryboats.  But  none  of  these  appear  fo  be 
wholly  procticable.  It  is  objected  that  a  bri<lge  wouhl  require  a 
draw  to  permit  the  passage  of  large  steamers  and  high-mastetl  craft, 
the  opening  of  which  would  seriously  delay  traffic  over  the  bridge. 
More  and  larger  fei-rybcats  would,  it  is  contended,  be  an  obstruction 
to  the  busy  and  growing  traffic  in  the  harbor,  even  now  sometimes 
c<,ngei5ted.  Neither  of  these  two  propositions  has  any  apparent  sup- 
port. A  tunnel  has  positive  support,  but  the  fear  is  expressed  that 
the  ground  under  the  waters  of  the  Y  is  too  soft  to  allow  the  con- 
struction of  a  tunnel,  and  it  is  added  tliat  the  only  practicable  loca- 
tion on  that  account  is  at  the  extreme  eastem  edge  of  the  city,  where 
n  sand  stratum  exists.  This  location,  however,  wouM  be  so  remote 
from  the  center  of  traffic  as  to  l>e  of  little  or  no  benefit. 

A  Dutch  expert  who  has  studied  tunnel  systems  and  construction 
in  other  countries  and  who  strcmgly  favors  a  tiuniel  under  the  Y, 
says  that  it  must  consist  of  inm  tui'es — not  of  masonry — and  that  it 
is  entirely  feasible  at  the  easlern  end  of  the  city.  If  for  no  other 
purpose,  it  would  be  nust  useful  there  for  the  trauHfin*  of  trains  of 
cat's  to  the  other  si<k'  of  the  Y.  They  arc  now  taken  over,  in  small 
sections  and  with  much  loss  of  time,  on  boats. 

The  cost  of  a  tunnel  is  estimate<l  at  $-2,010,000;  of  a  bridge,  with 
necessary  ai>proaches,  at  $3,018,000.  The  matter  is  still  under  dis- 
cussitn  in  the  Amsterdam  city  council  and  may  be  refen*ed  to  a 
committee  for  investigaticn  and  decision. 

Out  of  2.14  samples  of  majile  sugar  collected  by  Canadian  Govern- 
ment inspectors  in  April,  May,  and  June,  1915,  204  were  found 
genuine,  5  to  meet  the  requirements  but  not  above  suspicion,  and  25 
adulterated. 
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KABEET  TA£tJ£  OF  GtlA.Ct  FBTTITS  IN  SOUTHERN  ITALY. 

[Consul  Jay  White,  Naples.] 

The  market  price  of  glace  fruits  in  Naples  at  tlie  clcse  of  November 
was  given  as  S.oO  lire  ($0.67)  per  kilo  (2.2  pounds)  and  there  is  a 
temporary  export  duty  of  1  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

At  present  it  is  necessary  in  order  to  export  glace  fruits  to  have 
the  permission  of  the  royal  ministry  at  Kome,  but  it  is  understood 
that  this  permission  is  only  wltliheld  in  the  case  of  desire  to  export 
to  countries  at  war  with  Italy. 

Glace  fruit  is  prepared  in  the  free  zone  to  the  east  of  the  city  of 
Naples,  where  the  sugar  necessary  for  its  production  is  admitted  free 
and  the  finished  product  eventually  shipped  to  foreign  parts  at  a 
consequently  cheap  figure.  There  is  a  duty  on  glace  fruit  admitted 
from  the  free  zone  into  the  ports  of  Italy,  but  there  is  an  absolute 
drawback  on  all  the  sugar  used  if  the  goods  are  finally  exported  from 
Italy. 

It  is  understood  that  the  price  for  all  kinds  of  glac6  fruits,  cher- 
ries, peaches,  citrons,  etc.,  is  the  same,  $0.67  per  kilo. 

AVEBICAN  CONSTTLAE  OFFIOEBS  ON  I£AVE  07  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular,  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in  ' 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Nama. 

Fwt. 

tion  01 
venue. 

Address. 

Vera  Craz.  Mexico  

HftranJbo,  VdmzmIb  . 
Ran  Luis  Potoal, 
H«xlco. 

Jan.  31 
Jan.  31 

Fob.  1 
Feh.  17 
Feb.  U 

Jiepartment  of  ?tale,  Wavbtnfton.  I>.  C 
Bitrean  of  Foreign  end  Domv^tie  Com- 

trcrco,   Itoom  409,  CustombDUse. 

Ne-  York,  N.  Y. 
Winche  iter.  lad. 
m  Cb'irefa  Street,  Mobile,  Ala. 
190S  North  Biuh  Street,  Eenta  Ana,  CaL 

'  Consul  WUbert  L.  Bonne;  vlU  visit  San  Fnint^Bco,  Los  At^Keles,  and  C^an  Dleso.  Cat- 
and  Sun  Antonio,  Tex.,  and  will  adrisc  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  In  each  of  tbesc  vitles  or 
tklB  arrivnl  and  address. 


PBOSFEBmr  IN  JAPANESE  lEATHEB-QOODS  INDUSTBY. 

[Japnn  Advertiser,  Nov.  11,] 

The  boot-making  industry  in  Japan  continues  prosperous;  all  tho 
factories  are  engaged  to  full  capacity  and  working  overtime.  The 
demand  for  export  of  other  leather  goods  such  as  bag?;,  belts,  and 
saddles  is  al.<:o  keen  because  of  the  decrease  of  the  European  supply  to 
Austria,  India,  and  other  countries.  Thus  the  leather-goods  industry 
in  general  is  in  an  excepttionally  prosperous  condition. 

Cow  hides  for  material  are  mainly  imported  from  China,  though 
some  come  from  Chosen  (Korea)  and  the  home  market.  Tiie  supply 
is  said  to  be  sufficient,  the  import  from  China  alone  having  reached 
over  4,000,000  yen  ($1,992,000)  up  to  the  end  of  September  or  about 
four  times  the  value  of  the  imports  during  the  corresponding  period 
of  1914.  As  a  result,  the  price  of  the  raw  material  has  risen  by  about 
30  per  cent,  and  consequently  tiie  manufactured  goods  are  dearer  to 
about  the  same  degree. 
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FOREIGN  TEABE  OPPORTUNITIES. 

[WLflrc  ndtli-eRf^es  ai-o  omitted  they  may  be  oblalnod  from  the  Bureau  ot  Its  dlatrlct 

olHc«N.l 

Ice-makiufi  and  rcfrif/rmting  phntt.  No.  ]9.StJ8. — Supplementing  Foreign  Trade 
Opiiortiiriity  Xo.  IIH^O,  tlie  Anierlran  consular  officer  in  Johannesburg, 
Union  of  Sontli  AfrU-u,  stiitcs  timt  llie  date  for  oi)eniug  tenders  for  tills 
plant  has  heeii  extended  to  Keltniary  10,  1010.  He  has  submitted  nn  aiuend- 
moiit  to  the  specilicHtioiis  uientloiie<l  lit  Foreign  Trade  Opportunity  No. 
10120,  ropy  of  which  may  be  examined  nt  the  Bureau  or  its  district  officea. 
(liefer  to  File  No.  70930.) 

Sardicarc,  rniibn-  and  Icat/irr  hcUing,  machinery,  etc..  No,  19809. — The  Bureau 
is  In  reif  l|>t  of  an  inquiry  from  a  New  York  branch  of  a  Central  American 
firm  wldfli  desires  to  roci'ive  <'atalogues  and.  If  pos.'ilble,  simiples  from 
American  mnniifaftin-er;;  of  liartlware,  rubber  and  leatlier  belting;  uiueliin- 
ery,  espi.^-iully  ctiiTee  and  Kugar  machinery;  barbed  wire;  siieet  iron;  tin 
plate;  piiM>  and  pipe  fitting!^;  wire  and  Iron  nails;  shoe  tacks;  steel  bars 
and  tlrew;  liand  and  steam  pimips;  shoe  findings;  dry  gootis,  esiK-clally  nn- 
blencherl  gray  slieetlng^  and  drills;  refined  petroleum;  oils  and  paints; 
aiitonutbiles  and  accessories;  gi-ocerles;  Ktearine  and  paruHIn  for  making 
ciimllps;  upper  leather;  and  stationery.  In  sending  samples,  gross  weights 
should  lie  stated,  on  account  of  customs  regulations. 

Btockings,  nndcncear,  and  Icitit  goods  for  toomcn  and  children,  No.  19870.— 
An  Aiueri<'an  consular  ofiicer  in  France  reports  that  a  man  In  his  district  de- 
sires to  represent  American  inauiifacinrers  of  Ktockings,  underwear,  and 
knit  gotMls  for  women  and  clilldren,   Ileferences  are  given. 

Novellivit,  and  light  Jtardtcarc,  No.  19871. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau 
n»port8  that  a  representative  of  n  firm  In  the  UuttGd  Kingdom  is  now  In 
New  York  for  tlie  puriw-se  of  establishing  commercial  relations  with  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  of  novelties  of  all  kinds  and  light  hardware. 

Electric  hcllt,  lamps,  tclciihoncs,  etc.,  No.  19872. — An  American  wmsular  offlcor 
In  India  writes  tliat  a  firm  In  his  district  wishes  to  conimmiicate  with 
American  manufacturers  of  electric  bells,  lamps  telephonies,  novelties, 
picture  frames,  clockwork  or  oil  motor  fans,  fancy  watches,  etc. 

Aluatinum  hronzc,  etc.,  No,  inS73. — A  firm  in  Itnizil  informs  an  American  con- 
sular odicer  that  It  Is  desirous  of  oiitalning  alumininn  bronze  and  otiier 
materials  use<l  iu  uiaklug  writing  and  other  inks.  Casli  will  be  paid  against 
documents  in  New  York.   Iteference  Is  given. 

Cotton  goods  and  hoota  and  Khoe«,  No.  19874. — An  American  consular  offloer 
in  Persia  reiwrts  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  comnuitticate  with 
Aniericnn  manufacturers  of  cotton  gomls  and  the  better  gnules  of  boots 
and  sliws.  Samples  and  prices  should  be  sent  at  once.  It  is  s(ato<I  that  the 
fli-m  desires  to  make  payments  tlirougli  one  of  tlie  local  banks  on  arrival 
of  the  goods. 

VottntruHion  »trcl,  nails,  dr..  No.  1987.1. — An  American  consular  olfitvr  In  New 
Zealand  writes  that  a  firm  in  his  district  Is  anxious  to  establlsli  com- 
mercial relalions  with  Amoriciin  manufacturers  of  construction  sleel,  nails, 
etc.  Full  information,  lucluilint;  (|imlations  f.  o.  I).  New  York  an<l  c.  I.  f. 
destination,  the  latter  being  preferred,  should  be  sent  at  once. 

Steel  rallies,  Xo.  lO.'^'O. — A  man  in  Spain  Informs  an  American  consular  officer 
that  he  desires  to  imnrhaso  steel  cables  In  large  quantities.  Corrpspomlentt! 
should  be  ill  Spanisli. 

Oencffil  hiinlinirc,  lork-t,  cnanHlcd  mtrr,  dr..  No,  19S77. — A  conuuercial  agent 
of  tlie  linrcau  reports  (hat  a  representative  of  a  firm  in  .\ustraila  Is  now  In 
the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  commercial  relations  with 
American  manufacturers  and  ex|KH'tcrs  of  general  haitlware.  locks,  enamelctl 
ware,  lamp  ware,  building  liardwan?,  garden  tools,  ami  kitchen  ware. 
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SHIFIIEHT  OF  TOBACCO  EXTSACTS  TO  HETEEBLAHSS. 

[Cablegram  from  American  ambaeaador,  London,  Jan.  15.] 

The  Foreign  Office  states  that  tobacco  extracts  and  substitutes 
must  be  consigned  to  the  Netherlands  Oversea  Trust  and  do  not 
share  the  advantages  enjoyed  by  tobacco.  [As  previously  stated,  the 
British  Government  has  made  an  exception  to  the  general  rule  re- 
garding consignments  to  the  Netherlands  in  the  case  of  tobacco,  and 
such  ^ipments  need  not  be  consigned  to  the  Netherlands  Oversea 
Trust.  Previous  notices  on  this  subject  appeared  in  Commerce  Bh- 
lOBTB  for  Oct.  27,  Nov.  24,  Dec.  3  and  6, 1915.] 

EZPOETS  EBOH  BEBUN  TO  VHITED  STATES. 

(Cablegram  from  CodsoI  Oencral  Jullna  O.  Lay,  Berlin,  Germany.] 

The  articles  invoiced  from  the  consular  district  of  Berlin,  Ger- 
many, for  the  United  States  decreased  in  value  from  $16,250,291  for 
the  calendar  year  1914  to  $4,377,843  for  1915,  and  to  the  Philippine 
Islands  from  $203,565  to  $29,266. 

TAX  OH  STOCK-EXCHAKOE  TBAJTSACTIOHS. 

[Consul  General  B.  D.  Wlnalofr,  Copenhagen,  Eteamark,  Dec.  21.] 

The  Danish  Government  will  levy  a  tax  on  stock-exchange  trnns- 
actions  made  on  or  off  the  Bourse  of  1  crown  ($0,268)  for  every 
1,000  crowns  ($268)  of  market  value  transferred.  The  tax  is  pay- 
able both  by  the  seller  and  the  buyei',  and  will  give  the  (xovernment 
about  $500,000  per  annum  extra  income. 

Sale  of  Waterworks. 

In  connection  with  Confidential  Circular  No.  831  regarding  bids 
for  water  pipe  and  accessories  for  a  city  in  Central  America,  the 
bureau  has  received  a  supplementary  statement  that  American  cap- 
italists may  have  an  opportunity  to  purchase  the  enterprise  referred 
to-  A  copy  of  the  supplemental  report  may  be  obtained  from  the. 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  oiie  of  its  . district 
offices  by  refen^ng  to  file  No.  71340. 
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BAAZniAH  COAL  SITVATIOH. 

[Consul  Bobert  Frawr,  Jr.,  Bahla,  Dee.  17,  Bapp1«in«ntlnc  rerlew  In  Dally  Coomtlar  ud 
Trade  ReporU  for  Oct  14,  1914.] 

After  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  the  price  of  Welsh  steam  coal  ad- 
vanced rapidly  to  as  high  as  80s.  (equal,  at  the  present  approximate 
value  of  the  billing  of  24  cents,  to  $19.20)  for  large  lots,  and  even 
to  90s.  ($21.60)  for  one  or  two  sales  made  of  small  cjuantities,  and 
after  many  oscillations,  depending  largely  on  fluctuations  in  freight 
rates,  is  now  around  70s.  ($16.80)  for  Tots  of  1,000  tons  or  more  and 
about  10s.  (^.40)  per  ton  additional  for  small  orders.  These  prices 
include  cus^mhouse  dispatch,  which  amounts  to  about  4s.  per  ton, 
and  delivery  in  lighters  to  various  near-by  points  on  the  shore  of  the 
bay  at  customers'  convenience. 

Cargo  lots  of  Pocahontas  coal,  from  the  United  States,  were 
recently  sold  here  at  about  $11.50  c.  i.  f.  (free-from-alongside  vessel), 
but  owing  to  the  increase  in  freight  rates  in  the  past  few  weeks  from 
about  $7.50  to  $9.50  and  $10,  prices  of  $13.50  to  $14  per  ton  are 
now  being  asked.  Gas  coal  from  the  United  States  was  sold  a  few 
months  ago  at  $13.75,  but  is  now  quoted  at  $15.  It  is  reported  that 
the  city  government  of  Bahia  has  just  placed  an  order  with  a  New 
York  firm  for  2,000  tons  of  Westmoreland  gas  coal  at  $15  per  ton. 
Imports  at  Bahla — Sales  on  Commlsilon. 

There  appears  to  be  fairly  large  stocks  on  hand  at  the  present  time 
in  the  yards  of  the  two  regular  dealers,  and  buyers  are  well  supplied. 
Data  as  to  the  coal  imports  at  Bahia  for  the  first  11  months  of  1915, 
taken  direct  from  ships*  manifests,  show  that  a  total  of  55.387  tons 
was  imported — 38,659  tons  from  the  United  Kingdom,  13,082  tons 
from  the  United  States,  950  tons  from  France,  1,916  tons  from  Rio  dw 
Janeiro,  and  780  tons  from  Pemambuco.  There  were  75,104  tons 
imported  in  1914,  whereas  normally  there  would  have  been  between 
80,000  and  100,000  tons  imported.  The  present  diminution  is  due 
entirely  to  high  prices,  whicn  make  it  more  economical  for  many  in- 
dustrial concerns  to  use  wood  or  coal  and  wood  together,  and  very 
large  quantities  of  the  latter  fuel  are  now  being  employed. 

It  is  believed  that,  in  the  absence  of  storage  facilities,  practically 
the  only  plan  for  American  exporters  to  follow  is  that  suggested  by 
this  office  more  than  a  year  ago,  under  which  all  the  American  coal 
since  brought  here  has  been  sold;  that  is,  to  appoint  an  agent  to  se- 
cure orders  on  a  commission  basis,  and,  in  cases  where  good  reports 
are  received  from  local  banks  regarding  purchasers'  commercial 
standing,  to  permit  payment  upon  delivery  at  Bahia.  It  is  most  sat- 
isfactory to  note  that  all  of  the  American  coal  used  here  during  the 
past  year  has  given  the  highest  satisfaction,  and  that  the  former 
prejudice  which  certainly  existed  against  it — wholly  due  to  not  know- 
ing it — has  completely  cfisappeared. 

The  names  of  several  possible  agents  for  placing  coal  here,  and 
those  of  several  banks  for  purposes  of  reference,  are  forwarded 
[and  may  be  had  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  district  offices  by  asking  for  file  No.  70959]. 

[Consul  Orneral  A.  L.  U.  Oottaclutlk.  Bio  de  Janeiro,  Nov.  30,] 
American  Coal  Suooessfnlly  FassM  Test. 
The  November  24  issue  of  the  Diario  Official  contained  a  call  for 
nders  for  furnishing  the  Central  Bfulway  of  Brazil  with  150/HX) 
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tons  of  Cai-diff  or  American  and  10,000  tons  of  domestic  coal  for  the 
first  six  montlis  of  1916.  In  this  call  the  railway  for  the  first  time 
abandons  its  former  policy  of  asking  for  a  certain  large  proportion 
of  British  and  a  much  smaller  proportion  of  American  coal,  and 
throws  open  the  competition  to  "either  American  or  British"  sup- 
pliers. This  change  of  attitude  is,  of  coui*se,  largely  explainable  by 
the  scarcity  of  British  coal  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  but  tlie  fact  that 
American  fuel  has  successfully  stood  ui>  under  severe  and  thorough 
tests  has  also  played  an  important  paL*t  in  the  altered  attitude  of  the 
railway. 

INDIA  OFFERS  KABKET  FOB  SUVEB-FLAXED  WABE. 

(CoDsu)  Jnmo8  Oliver  Lang,  Karachi,  Not.  15.] 

There  is  a  market  in  the  Karachi  district  for  medium-priced  silver- 
plated  tableware.  The  demand  is  not  large,  but  is  steady,  and  is 
■worth  winning.  The  European  population  is  rather  a  drifting  one, 
and  tableware  that  ties  up  a  lot  of  money  and  may  be  stolen  is  not 
much  in  use. 

Knives,  forks,  tea  and  soup  spoons,  sugar  tongs,  cruets,  fish  knives 
and  forks,  carving  knives  and  forks,  and  a  cheese,  butter,  and  cracker 
server  with  three  compartments  are  the  pieces  most  generally  em- 
ployed. Silver  and  other  metal  finger  bowls  are  not  used  unless  the 
housewife  has  a  fancy  for  the  thin  brass  finger  bowls  made  locally. 
Crumb  removers  of  metal  are  used  to  a  certain  extent,  but  usually 
the  native  servants  use  a  napkin.  It  is  the  custom  to  have  more 
dining-room  service  than  in  the  United  States;  a  family  of  four  or 
five  will  have  a  butler  and  an  assistant  in  addition  to  servers  in  the 
serving  room  adjoining  the  dining  room,  so  the  care  of  the  table  is 
constant.  The  silver  is  cleaned  daily  by  the  hamal,  a  servant  who 
assists  the  butler,  cleans  diver,  loolcs  after  lamps,  dusts  furniture,  etc. 
He  becomes  ver^  expert  in  handling  silver  articles  of  all  kinds. 

Silver  centerpieces  and  table  ornaments' are  not  in  use  to  any  ex- 
tent except  in  regimental  messes  and  in  the  homes  of  high  officials. 
Sometimes  instead  of  a  centerpiece  a  silver  fruit  dish  is  s^n;  I  have 
noticed  that  they  generally  have  a  handle  of  some  kind  at  the  top. 
Silver  serving  dishes  are  in  use,  chiefly  for  vegetables.  These  are 
about  8  inches  long,  2^  to  4  inches  deep,  and  about     inches  wide. 

Bread  knives  are  sometimes  used  at  the  table.  Carving  knives  and 
forks  are  usually  plain ;  in  fact,  so  much  of  the  food  here  is  prepared 
In  the  kitchen  and  serving  room  that  carvers  are  not  used  as  much 
as  in  the  United  States.  Beef  is  cut  in  a  different  way  and  in  this 
part  of  the  district  carving  knives  are  employed  cliiefly  to  carve 
fowls  and  game  birds.  Ice  tongs  are  in  rather  general  use,  as  all 
drinks  are  iced  in  towns  or  stations  where  ice  can  be  ])rocui'ed. 

[Illustrations  of  the  tyiw  of  (1)  oil  nnrt  vlnefTJir  crnet,  (2)  hlwiilt,  bxitlpr, 
and  clieese  plate,  (3)  Ice  tongs,  (4)  breiid  knife,  imd  (."»)  ehe!*t  of  flat  sliver 
soUl  on  tlie  Karachi  market,  with  prk-es,  may  l>f  insiM-i-ttnl  at.  llie  liurenu  of 
Foreign  ami  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  {ll^trict  ollk'os,  wlilcii  ollices  will,  iu 
ndditfoi),  furnish  a  list  of  Karaclil  rtenlers  handling  silver-plated  ware.  In- 
quirers should  ask  for  file  Na  71139.  Goiistd  I^lng  states  that  cheaper  goods 
are  also  lu  demand,  and  that  the  prices  qnoted  for  the  illustrated  articles  moy 
be  seated  down  about  20  per  cent  to  represent  the  cheaper  trade.] 

Camied  pineapples  to  the  value  of  $33,498  wei-e  invoiced  at  the 
American  consulate  at  Nassau,  Bahamas,  for  the  United  States  during 
1915,  compared  with  $52,157  worth  for  1914. 
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CUSTOMS  EEYEinrES  FOB  FISCAL  TEAR  1915. 

A  summarization  of  the  duties  on  merchandise  imported  into  the 
United  States  from  1821  to  1915  is  contained  in  the  opening  secticu 
of  "  Imported  merchandise  entered  for  consumption  and  duties  col- 
lected tnereon,"  during  the  fiscal  year  1915,  just  completed  by  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  and  sow  to  be  issued 
in  pamphlet  form. 

Decreased  customs  revenues  in  the  fiscal  year  1915  clearly  re- 
flect the  influence  of  war,  which  operated  to  cut  oS  imports  generally 
and  especially  merchandise  from  Europe,  the  leading  source  of 
dutiable  goods.  While  customs  revenues  in  1914  amounted  to  $283,- 
700,000,  a  decrease  of  $28,700,000,  or  less  than  10  per  cent,  when  com- 
pared with  1913,  in  the  following  year  under  war  they  fell  to  $205,- 
800,000,  being  $78,700,000,  or  27^  per  cent,  below  the  total  for  1914. 

Customs  revenues  in  the  period  from  1821  to  1845  averaged, 
roughly  speaking,  about  $25,(X)0,000  a  year;  from  1846  to  1855,  ap- 
proximately $45,000,000  a  year;  in  the  succeeding  decade,  $60,000,- 
000;  in  the  30  years  from  18G6  to  1895,  about  $180,000,000;  and  in 
the  last  20  years,  a  little  more  than  $257,000,000  per  annum,  the  lowest 
point  being  $145,000,000  in  1898  and  the  highest  $329,500,000  in  1907. 

Sugar,  tobacco,  cotton  manufactures,  and  alcoholic  liquors  supply 
about  one-half  the  total  revenues  derived  from  imported  merchandias. 
The  duties  collected  on  imported  sugar  in  the  fiscal  year  1915 
amounted  to  $49,000,000,  a  decrease  of  $12,000,000  when  compared 
with  1914.  Unmanufactured  tobacco  paid  duties  aggregating  $22,- 
300,000,  as  against  $23,600,000  in  the  preceding  year;  and  manufac- 
tured tobacco,  $2,600,000,  as  compared  with  $3,300,000  in  1914.  On 
imported  cotton  goods  duties  collected  amounted  to  $20,000,000;  on 
distilled  spirits,  wines,  malt  liquors,  etc.,  $13,400,000;  on  silk  manu- 
factures, $11,000,000;  and  on  manufactures  of  fiber  and  of  wool, 
each  about  $10,000,000. 

The  highest  ad  valorem  rates  of  duty  paid  on  the  more  important 
groups  were  those  on  distilled  spirits,  148.73  per  cent;  tobacco  and 
manufactures  thereof,  84.33  jyer  cent;  wines,  69.66  per  cent;  malt 
liquors,  58.77  per  cent;  and  silk  manufactures,  49.24  per  cent.  Fac- 
tory materials  and  leading  food  staples  were  either  on  the  free  list 
or  subject  to  comparatively  low  ad  valorem  ratfes  of  duty.  Free  im- 
ports of  foodstuffs  included  coffee,  most  meats  and  meat  products, 
tea,  cocoa,  most  of  the  fruits,  and  nearly  cme-half  of  the  breadstuffs. 
On  imported  sugar  the  ad  valorem  duty  averaged  31.75  per  cent;  on 
dutiable  fruits  and  nuts,  22.87  per  cent;  on  dutiable  meat  and  dairy 
products,  18.56  per  cent;  and  on  dutiable  breadstuffs,  18.61  per  cent. 

About  3.000  classes  are  shown  separately  in  the  forthcoming 
booklet,  with  particulars  as  to  the  rate  of  duty,  the  duties  collected, 
and  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  imports  entered  for  consumption. 
This  pamphlet  will  shortly  be  on  sale  by  the  Superintendent  of 
Documents,  Washington,  D.  C,  and  at  district  offices  of  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  located  in  New  York,  Boston, 
Chicago,  St.  Louis,  New  Orleans,  Atlanta,  San  Francisco,  and 
Seattle  at  the  nominal  price  of  15  cents.  A  companion  publication 
showing  similar  facts  for  each  quarter  of  the  fiscal  year  1915  is  sold 
by  the  same  offices  for  25  cents.  The  respective  titles  are  "Import? 
for  Consumption,  Fiscal  Year  1915,**  and  "Quarterly  Statement  of 
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Iinp(H>ted  Merchandise  Entered  for  Consumption  During  tlie  Quar- 
ters Ending  September  80  and  December  31, 1914,  and  March  31  and 
June  80, 1915.'^ 

ACnOH  B7  FEEU  DUE  TO  EXCHANGE  COITOITIDNS. 

[Consul  (ioDcral  WlDinm  W.  llnnulcy,  Cnllno  I^Ima,  Nov.  l-l.) 

A  letter  written  by  the  Minister  of  Finance  to  the  president  of  the 
Junta  de  Vigilancia  (Vigilance  Committee),  wliich  lias  supervision 
over  the  pai>er-money  issue  of  1914,  requests  tliat  this  committee  give 
the  Bank  of  Peru  and  London,  of  Luna,  preference  in  the  sale  of 
drafts  on  London  received  in  payment  of  the  recently  established 
export  duty  on  minerals  and  agricultural  products. 

Under  a  recent  presidential  decree  tlie  Vif^ilance  Committee  was 
authorized  to  receive  the  revenue  from  the  tax  on  exportations  in  the 
form  of  90-day  drafts  on  New  York  or  London,  this  x-evenue  to  be 
deposited  in  the  bank  here  for  the  account  of  the  Government.  For 
some  months  past  it  has  been  difficult  for  the  Government  to  remit 
to  London  the  interest  on  the  Peruvian  5|  per  cent  salt  bonds  of 
August  o,  1909,  on  account  of  the  scai'city  of  drafts. 

The  request  from  the  Minister  of  Finance  that  the  Bank  of  Peru 
and  London  be  ^iven  the  prefei*ence  in  the  sale  of  these  drafts  is 
made  with  the  object  of  meeting  the  service  in  London  on  these  bonds. 
From  the  fact  that  the  new  mineral  export  tax,  which  went  into  effect 
yesterday,  is  required  to  be  paid  in  90-day  di'afts  on  New  York 
or  London,  it  is  quite  protntble  that  remittances  to  those  financial 
craters  will  now  be  less  difficult  than  heretofore. 

TArticles  on  Peruvian  financial  matters  were  published  in  Comuebck  Befqbts 
for  May  8,  May  10,  Oct  11,  Oct.  14.  and  Oct.  23,  1913.] 


UCENSES  FOB  FISHEBICEH  DT  BRITISH  COIITHBIA. 

tVlee  Consul  Irrtng  N.  Llnnell,  Prince  Ruport.  Doc.  8.] 

An  important  amendment  to  the  laws  governing  the  herring  fish- 
eries on  the  coast  of  northern  British  Columbia  has  just  been  made 
by  the  Government  of  Canada.  The  holders,  present  and  future, 
of  licenses  to  fish  for  herring  will  now  be  permitted  to  fish  anywhere 
on  the  coast  of  northern  British  Columbia,  except  in  certain  large 
inlets  which  are  the  spawning  grounds  for  the  herring  between  the 
fifty-third  parallel  and  the  boundary  between  British  Columbia  and 
Alaska. 

Up  to  the  present  licenses  were  granted  only  for  specific  harbors, 
inlete.  or  areas,  and  the  holder  of  a  license  for  one  of  these  harboi's 
or  inlets  could  not  fish  elsewhere,  witJi  the  result  that  such  a  licensee 
contd  not  follow  the  herring  as  they  moved  along  the  coast. 

lliere  has  been  considerable  activity  in  tlie  hen'ing-fishing  in- 
dustry, as  the  demand  in  eastern  markets  appears  to  be  strong. 

The  annual  fee  for  a  gill-net  heri'ing  license  is  $2.50  and  for  a 
seine  license  $75. 

A  number  of  other  changes  in  the  fisheries  regulations  for  tlic 
coast  of  British  Columbia  are  being  sought  bv  the  fishing  interests 
here,  and  the  Department  of  Fisheries  of  the  Government  of  Canada 
is  conffldering  these. 
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COMMEECIAL  STATISTICS  FOE  ASaEHTIKA. 

[Vice  CoDaul  JobD  S.  Calvert,  Baeaos  Alrea,  Dec.  l.] 

The  statistical  division  of  the  Argentine  customhouse  has  just 
published  figures  relative  to  the  foreign  commerce  of  Argentina  for 
the  first  nine  months  of  the  year  1915.  During  that  perira,  the  total 
imports  amounted  to  $154,258,447,  against  $219,303^54  for  the  same 
months  in  1914;  while  the  export  trade  advanced  from  $260,015,805 
for  the  nine  months  ended  September  30,  1914,  to  $430,030,622  for 
the  same  period  in  1915.  Thus  the  trade  balance  in  favor  of  Atgea- 
tina  is  $275,772,175  for  the  first  three  quarters  of  1915. 

The  value  of  the  imports  and  exports,  by  countries  of  ori^n  and  of 
destination,  for  1915  with  comparisons  for  1914,  is  shown  in  the  fol- 
lowing table: 


Imports  trom. 

Exports  to. 

Comtrita. 

leu 

1015 

1914 

1915 

(Jan.l-Bept. 

(Jan.l-Sept. 

(Jan.  l-8«pt. 

(Jan  1-Sept. 

30).  *^ 

80).  *^ 

3Q). 

30). 

176,293 

Pl,607 

351.261 

2,110,66S 

236.993 

l,S2ft.«57 

11,10  ,ii01 

773, 

16, a  3, 181 

309,301 

247,729 

676,872 

S4U,694 

6,402.848 

7,390,4m 

13,184, 173 

17.313.787 

343,472 

646.265 

870,760 

1,230.24S 

10,308,074 

9,103,688 

16,609,437 

81,900,886 

36,242.388 

5,107,275 

30,655,823 

IB,  153,00 

14.040,720 

3,931,829 

32, 69),  202 

2,DG0. 136 

1,407,716 

8,228,552 

13,606,136 

1,316,330 

1,495.834 

847,166 

1,037.007 

6,713.452 

8,084.200 

1,889,172 

5,072,754 

75,233,741 

40.374,670 

71.043.029 

135,096.077 

27,741,417 

36,404,475 

3D  906,037 

60,907,533 

1,896,716 

1,332,385 

3,321, UOO 

5.732.809 

0,330,688 

17,731,449 

3,340,913 

16,449.620 

57,235.045 

118.473,380 

no,  303, 354 

154,258,447 

900^015,800 

430,030,633 

Articles  of  Import 

The  figures  which  follow  show  the  articles  purchased  by  the  Ar- 
gentine market  and  the  value  of  the  imports  for  the  ^ine  m(mths 
ending  September  30,  1915,  with  comparisons  for  the  same  period 
for  1914: 


ArtlclM. 


Live  sntmals  

Foodsluffs   

Tobacc  >  and  manutectures  of  

Liquo'3   

Textiles  and  manufociures  of  

Oils  o[  all  kinds  

Cl^emical  and  phannaceutical  products 

Colors  and  dyes  

Woods  and  manufaciu  es  of  

Paper  and  nianufjriu'e.s  of  

Leathe''  and  manufootu'^  of  

Iron  and  manubctu  es  ot.:  

Other  metals  and  manufaotu'ea  

Agrtcuttifiil  niacblno--y.  soeda,  etc  

Aatomobiles,  carriages,  cas,  etc  

Stones,  ocal,  iclau,  ohinaware,  etc  

BaOdlng  material  

EJaotriral  goods  

AH  otbar  arUelea  

Totri  


1014 
(fan.  l-Sqit. 
»). 


nii.on 

17.809,925 

4  im,m 

6.041,711 
42.672,670 
13.295,698 
8,998.113 
1,374.156 
4.752.104 
5.866,424 
2. 14.%  701 
29,9  0.595 
6,424,913 
2,0W,O67 
20,696,014 
23,369,913 
16.483.725 
6,975,885 
7,306.740 


«9,«B.SB4 


1916 
(Jan.  1-Snit. 
JO™ 


S843  8S3 

16.6.16.S80 
4,540.696 
4,450,751 

33,949.830 

21,309. 103 
7.6fl6.378 
1.075.008 
2  885,375 
4.070.764 
1.367.3^ 

13.581.083 
4.294  033 
2.878.S40 
4.573  419 

16.665.639 
8.617.430 
a.719.M0 
S.  151.481 


lM,3a6,4i7 
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Tke  Prinelpal  Blurts. 

The  exports  of  the  country,  classified  according  to  the  kind  of 
products,  were  as  foUaws  for  the  period  under  discussion,  with  com- 
parative  figures  for  the  same  period  in  1914: 


Classes  of  products. 

19U 

1915 

Jan.  1- 
Eept.  ao. 

Jan.  1- 

e«pt  30. 

PsStO-Bl  

$112.7«.S40 
137,«9I,7R.S 

71,335 
l,03n,4U3 

$1S2,017.«5 
259.037.  S.'US 
11,707  313 
25,GG1 
l,303.04jS 
4,148.883 

Foet   

IfiDFral   

360,015.808 1  'lao.iso.caa 

The  imports  of  gold  during  the  period  from  January  to  Septem- 
ber, 1915,  were  valued  at  $1,602,084  or  $14,478,081  less  than  during 
the  same  period  in  1914.  The  exports  amounted  to  $5,338  in  1915 
or  $31^89,311  less  than  during  the  previous  year. 

BUBHA  IH?OBTS  LABOE  aiTAimTIES  OF  BOX  SHOCKS. 

(CodsqI  Maxwell  K.  Moorbead,  Rangoon,  Not.  20.] 

During  the  year  ended  March  31,  1915,  7,410  cubic  tons  of  white- 
pine  box  shocks,  valued  at  $109,470,  were  imported  into  Burma  from 
all  countries,  of  which  the  share  of  the  United  Kingdom  was  $84,510 
and  that  of  Japan  $24,960.  Durine  the  preceding  year  only  3,892 
CQbic  tons  were  imported,  but  the  value  was  $129,700.  The  increase  in 
quantity  and  decrease  in  value  during  the  year  ended  March  31, 
1915,  was  due  to  the  larger  im[)ortation  of  the  cheap  Japanese  shooks 
in  place  of  shooks  from  the  United  Kingdom.  The  imports  of  shooks 
from  the  United  Kingdom  and  Japan  for  the  three  years  ended 
March  81,  1913  to  1915,  and  the  imports  during  the  six  months  from 
April  1  to  September  30, 1915,  were: 


Countries. 

Tew-  ended  Ibreb  ai— 

6«pt.  30. 

ISU 

1914 

ISU 

19U 

tTDittdKfngdom: 

863 
126,150 

1.'.2 
$5,030 
1.015 

3.702 
$125,240 

190 
$4.4G0 

3.893 

2.439 
IS4,S10 

4.071 

S24.nuo 

7,410 

9< 
I4,M> 

620 
$17,300 
014 

lopiui: 

$31,180 

$129,700 

S109, 470 

121,940 

,  These  boxes  are  used  for  the  shipment  of  candles,  paraffin  wax, 
tins  of  kerosene  oil,  india  rubber,  and  cutch.  l*ractically  all  of  these 
products  are  shipped  in  boxes  made  from  imported  shooks.  Very 
few  boxes  are  made  from  indigenous  woods.  Purchases  of  imported 
shooks  are  made  direct  by  the  consumers,  and  not  through  local 
brokers.   Contracts  ai*e  made  by  the  managing  agents  in  Bangoon. 

[tists  of  innnnglng  agents  In  Biiriiin  of  oil  companies  antl  rubber  estates  nml 
carters  of  cutcb  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnrean  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
^^oinuierce  or  Its  district  offices.  Bef^  to  file  Ho.  70675.1 
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TEASE  BOVTE  CHAITOED  BY  SUBVET, 

The  Department  of  Commerce,  through  the  Coast  and  Geodetic 
Survey  and  Bureau  of  Lighthouses,  has  recently  surveyed  and  marked 
a  safe  passage  through  the  Sulu  Sea  of  the  Philippine  Islands,  a  body 
of  water  covering  over  50,000  square  miles,  extending  from  the  south- 
east coast  of  Palawan  to  the  northwest  coast  of  Mindanao,  and  from 
the  northeast  coast  of  Borneo  to  the  southwest  extremity  of  Panay, 
Over  this  vast  area  there  has  been  little  known  of  the  great  depths 
and  isolated  sand  cays  and  coral  reefs,  save  for  a  few  scattered 
soundings  and  approximate  locations  of  reefs,  made  by  early  navi- 
gators, which  of  themselves  served  to  warn  navigators  in  modem 
steamships  from  using  its  waters. 

The  entire  region  has  been  considered  so  dangerous  that  its  navi- 
gation from  the  southern  island  ports  of  Iloilo,  Cebu,  and  Zam- 
boanga  of  vessels  en  route  to  the  Suez  or  the  west  coast  of  Borneo 
and  Sumatra  has  been  forbidden  by  the  underwriters,  and  necessi- 
tated the  water-borne  commerce  to  be  carried  hundreds  of  miles  from 
tiie  most  direct  course. 
TeHels  Seek  Hew  Conrse  Ihie  to  War. 

During  die  early  days  of  the  prcisent  European  war  it  was  obvi- 
ously necessary  that  merchant  vessels  of  the  warring  nations  seek 
the  less-frequented  parts  of  the  sea,  and  the  rerouting  of  commerce 
demanded  that  a  track  across  the  Sulu  Sea  be  discovered  and  devel- 
oped if  it  existed. 

On  September  13,  1914,  the  British  ship  Bengloe,  loaded  with  a 
valuable  car^o  of  sugar,  hemp,  and  copra,  and  bound  from  the  port 
of  Cebu  to  Liverpool,  stranded  on  a  shoal  while  endeavoring  to  cross 
the  unsurveyed  sea  and  became  a  total  loss.  This  shoal  proved  to  be 
one  previously  reported  by  the  master  of  a  British  steamer  about 
the  year  1888,  but  unfortunately  the  position  given  by  the  Briti^ 
charts  proved  to  be  nearly  4  miles  in  error. 

On  October  13,  1914.  the  Coast  Survey  steamer  Pathfinder  was 
ordered  to  survey  a  track  that  would  shorten  the  distance  from  the 
Philippine  ports  to  Singapore  and  the  Suez,  and  determine  the  true 
positions  of  all  islands,  reefs,  and  cays  along  such  a  route  through 
the  Sulu  Sea.  Astronomical  observatioils  were  made  at  the  wreck 
of  the  Bengloe  and  at  all  reefs,  islands,  and  cays  adjacent  to  the  most 
direct  route.  Soundings  were  taken  at  frequent  intervals  and  a  track 
from  10  to  15  miles  broad  and  260  miles  in  length  was  practically 
completed. 

The  Hew  Bonte. 

The  old  courses  across  the  Sulu  Sea  used  by  the  Boyal  Spanish 
Mail  and  the  more  venturesome  tramp  steamers  required  five  changes 
of  course,  while  the  new  route  requires  but  two  changes  of  course, 
furnishes  immunity  from  the  ordinary  dangers  of  unknown  waters, 
and  lessens  what  was  previously  considered  a  safe  route  by  approx- 
imately 200  miles. 

Following  the  survey  of  the  new  direct  track,  the  Bureau  of  Light- 
houses of  the  Philippines  placed  two  large  steel  towers  with  flashing 
acetylene  lights  at  the  two  turning  points  in  the  course.  The  lights 
are  each  visible  for  14  miles,  forming  as  they  do  a  link  in  a  chain  of 
lights  extending  in  almost  a  strai^t  line  from  Iloilo  to  Baldbas 
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Straits  and  the  southern  part  of  the  China  Sea,  a  distance  of  370 
miles.  These  li^t  towers  are  placed  on  low  cays,  which  show  by  a 
few  feet  above  the  sea,  and  close  to  the  new  route,  thus  chan^ng  some 
of  the  most  serious  dangers  along  the  route  into  efficient  aids. 

SILESIAH  HOTES. 

[CotiBnl  Harry  Q.  8eltt«r,  Breslaa,  Oermanjr.] 

Sew  Eleotra-Chemlcal  Co. — ^Eleetrlo  Ballray  DlTidends. 

The  New  Electro-Chemical  Co.  (Electro  Chemische  Fabrik  Fiirst 
Ton  Pless)  at  Kattowitz  has  been  entered  on  the  commercial  register 
at  Kattowitz.  The  purpose  of  this  undertaking  is  the  building  of  a 
chloride  factory  in  the  neigiiborhood  of  Emanuelsegen  near  Boer- 
schachte  and  the  production  and  sale  of  chloride  of  potassium  as 
well  as  of  other  electro-chemical  products.  The  capital  stock 
amounts  to  $142,800. 

Valoa  of  Briquet  XaBufactnren. 

The  briquet  branches  of  the  German  Coal  Syndicate  have  re- 
cently agreed  to  establish  a  imion  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing 
and  sellmg  from  one  central  station  the  necessary  pitch  for  binding 
this  product.  The  coal  syndicate  has  agreed  to  f  urmsh  the  raw  mate- 
rial for  this  puipose.  It  is  expected  that  all  of  the  coalrmining  com- 
panies in  the  Bhine  district  will  join  the  movement 

Xaereawd  Prioei  for  Clay  Trodnets. 

According  to  the  reports  of  German  clay  products  manufacturers, 
an  increase  in  prices  for  the  year  1916  is  contemplated.  This  will 
affect  all  kinds  of  stone  and  clay  pipes  and  other  similar  wares  to  the 
extent  of  $0.13  to  $0.16  per  hundredweight.  The  Deutsche  Tonund 
Steinzeug-Werke  A.  G.  at  Munsterburg  in  this  consular  district  is  one 
of  the  most  Important  manufacturers  of  these  goods  in  Germany. 
This  company  has  lately  been  absorbed  by  a  corporation  of  the  same 
name  with  central  offices  in  Charlottenberg. 


KEABY-UADE  CLOTHIKG  IK  ITEW  ZEALAND. 

[CodbqI  0«neral  Alfred  A.  WInslow,  Auckland,  Ooe.  8.] 

Supplementing  my  report  published  in  Commerce  Rbpobts  for 
October  5,  1915,  there  is  still  a  marked  shortage  of  wearing  apparel 
in  New  Zealand,  and  it  would  seem  that  here  is  a  good  opening  for 
more  American  ready-made  clothing. 

The  imports  of  wearing  apparel  for  the  first  10  months  of  1915 
were  valued  at  $3,834,904,  against  $5,221,998  for  a  like  period  during 
1914.  England  has  been  supplying  about  92  per  cent  of  these  sup- 
plies, and  now  that  country  is  not  able  to  keep  up  with  the  demand, 
and  more  have  been  coming  from  the  United  States. 

There  is  a  tendency  to  increase  the  home  production,  but  shortage 
of  labor  is  handicapping  the  industry  in  this  country  so  greatly  that 
only  the  cheaper  class  of  ready-made  clothing  is  made  here,  thus 
leaving  a  good  field  for  the  better  grades  of  American-made  clothing, 
which  takes  fairly  well  in  this  Dominion. 

[Additional  lists  of  dealers  of  ready-mnde  clothlug  In  New  Zealand  were  trans* 
BAltted.  ingles  of  which  may  be  obtained  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Oommerce  or  one  of  Its  district  offices.  Refer  to  file  71167.] 
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BECENT  FISABCIAL  DEVELOFMENTS  IN  DEHHABE. 

[American  Hintster  Usorlee  Francla  Egan,  Copenbagen,] 

For  many  years  prior  to  1914  the  securities  issued  in  Denmark  had 
been  taken  up  in  other  countries.  In  1901  the  national  debt  amounted 
to  $50,000,000,  and  at  the  beginning  of  1914  it  amounted  to  $100,- 
000,000 — an  increiise  representing  various  loans  that  had  been  floated 
abroad.  Shares  in  private  corporations  had  also  been  taken  up  to 
a  large  extent  in  other  countries. 

Denmark  once  had  a  considerable  amount  of  capital  invested 
abroad.  In  1880,  it  was  estimated  that  ^ares  in  foreign  companies 
valued  at  over  $30,000,000  were  held  by  Danes,  while,  at  the  same 
time,  practically  all  the  shares  of  Danish  companies  were  held  in  the 
country.  Ten  years  later  the  value  of  foreign  stock  in  Denmark  had 
been  reduced  to  about  $25,000,000,  and  a  formidable  exodus  of  Danish 
stock  to  other  countries  had  begun  to  take  place.  At  the  beginning  of 
this  century  it  was  estimated  that  not  moi*e  that  $12,000,000  to 
$15,000,000  was  invested  in  other  countries,  and  at  the  beginning  of 
the  present  war  the  amount  was  supposed  to  have  be^  about  the 
same. 

Increase  in  Amount  of  Danish  Stock  Held  Abroad. 

In  1901  about  $30,000,000  of  Danish  private  stock  had  been  alien- 
ated, and  at  Uie  beginning  of  the  war  this  figure  had  increased  until 
it  amounted  to  something  like  $150,000,000.  Even  this  did  not  rep- 
resent the  total  amount  of  Danish  debt  to  other  countries.  Mer- 
chants had  been  purchasing  goods  in  European  countries  and  had 
contracted  large  debts,  especially  in  one  couiitry,  to  which  they  owed 
not  less  than  $iO,000,000. 

Summarized,  the  Danish  debt  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  was: 
Tlie  national  debt,  $110,000,000;  Danish  stock  held  abroad,  $150,- 
000,000;  debt  of  Danish  firms  in  current  account  with  foreign  firms, 
$40,000,000;  total,  $300,000,000.  To  the  foregoing  total  must  be 
added  the  amount — ^probably  about  $26,000,000 — ^which  Danish  firms 
and  banks  had  borrowed  on  long  credit  in  other  countries.  To  cover 
this  debt,  Denmark  was  holder  of  about  $15,000,000  in  foreign  stocks 
and  had  a  balance  of  about  $12,000,000  in  banks  abroad.  Neverthe- 
less Denmark's  position  was  undoubtedly  stronger  than  it  had  hwn 
for  two  or  three  years. 

The  budget  for  1913-14  was  the  first  one  for  many  years  to  show  a 
favorable  balance.  The  State's  short-time  loans  had  been  replaced 
by  new  long-time  loans  bearing  lower  rates  of  interest,  and  every- 
thing indicated  that  a  period  was  approaching  in  which  it  might  be 
possible  for  tlie  counti'y  to  return  to  the  old  position  of  being  an 
investing  country  instead  of  one  continually  borrowing  from  abroad. 
Shares  of  Danish  Stocks  in  Variont  Countries. 

During  the  last  year  preceding  August,  1914,  Danish  annual 
impoi-ts  and  e.Kports  were  valued  at  $195,000,000  and  $170,000,000, 
respectively.  Tliis  trade  was  divided  among  the  following  countries: 


CmaMas. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

Conntrlas. 

EatporU. 

Imports. 

Per  ctnt. 
2S 
AS 

Per  ctnt. 

40 
17 
10 

PcTcenL 
S 
3 

Percent. 

8 
W 
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The  war  stopped  all  plans  for  the  future.  At  its  outbreak  the  Dan- 
ish treasury  had  on  hand  about  $8,000,000  and  a  reserve  of  about 
$5,000,000,  most  of  which  was  invested  in  foreign  securities.  During 
the  first  week  of  the  war  $2,700,000  was  appropriated  for  the  initial 
expenses  of  mobilization.  There  was  a  simultaneous  falling  off  in  the 
national  income,  particularly  in  that  part  of  it  derived  from  the  State 
railways.  Consequently  the  Government  was  authorized  to  issue  notes 
to  the  value  of  $6,700,000,  payable  one  year  from  date  and  bearing 
interest  at  5  per  cent  However,  as  the  national  income  again  in- 
creased during  the  nronths  of  August  and  September,  money  was  not 
immediately  needed;  consequently  the  first  issue  of  these  notes  was 
postponed  until  the  1st  of  October,  1914,  when  an  issue  of  $1,350,000 
was  made.  On  the  1st  of  November  there  was  a  second  issue  of 
$1,350,000.  The  Government  has  not  availed  itself  of  its  authority  to 
raise  $4,050,000  more  in  this  manner. 
X«aa  Kftde  NeeeBtary  toy  Sxpeatn  Due  to  the  War. 

The  extraordinjiry  expenses  incurred  by  the  Government  on  account 
of  the  war  amount  to  $2,500,000  a  month.  Tn  December,  1914,  the 
Government,  therefore,  arranged  with  a  syndicate  of  leading  Danish 
banks  and  other  firms,  represented  by  the  National  Bank  of  Copen- 
hagen, for  a  loan  of  $16,200,000  at  94,  bearing  interest  at  4  per  cent 
and  payable  40  years  from  date.  It  was  not  necessary  to  float  this 
loan,  as  it  was  taken  up  and  retained  by  the  various  members  of  the 
syndicate. 

In  accordance  with  Treasury  estimates,  the  proceeds  of  this  loan 
were  sufficient  to  provide  for  the  extra  expenses  of  the  first  six 
months,  but,  this  period  having  elapsed,  it  became  necessary  to 
arrange  for  a  second  loan,  which  was  obtained  from  the  five  prin- 
cipal Copenhagen  banks,  under  the  following  conditions:  Amount, 
$16,200,000;  price,  100;  interest,  5  per  cent;  date  of  maturity,  1925. 
Only  two-thirds  of  it  were  subscribed  by  the  public,  the  remaining 
third  being  left  on  the  hands  of  the  underwritmg  banlcs.  However, 
ithis  result  should  not  be  accepted  as  showing  tluit  there  is  a  scarcity 
of  money  In  Denmark; 
New  Taxes  Levied  by  the  Oovernment. 

The  Government's  income  from  customs  for  the  months,  April  to 
July,  1915,  was  $500,000  more  than  during  the  corresponding  period 
in  1914.  Nevertheless,  in  order  partly  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the 
•war,  the  tax  on  inheritances  has  been  increased  about  50  per  cent, 
and  new  taxes  have  been  levied  upon  incomes  resulting  from  the  war. 

The  number  of  persons  out  of  employment  is  now  much  lower 
than  it  was  at  this  time  last  year.  Oniy  a  few  industries,  such  as  the 
manufacture  of  beer  and  of  paper,  have  suffered  from  the  increased 
cost  of  production.  Commerce  has  had  a  good  year.  A  considerable 
part  of  the  trade  of  Scandinavia  passes  through  Copenhagen,  owing 
to  that  port's  geographical  position.  Kecently,  big  farms  have  sold 
at  an  advance  of  from  10  to  20  per  cent  more  than  their  normal  prices 
and  it  is  reported  by  the  Credit  Union  banks  and  the  savings  banks 
that  the  demand  for  new  loans  has  never  been  less,  and  that  there 
have  never  been  so  many  old  loans  paid  off  as  in  recent  months. 

Consul  General  L.  J.  Keena,  at  Valparaiso,  Chile,  reports  that  the 
municipality  of  Concepcion  has  been  authorized  to  contract  a  $270,- 
000  ($50,000  U.  S.  currency)  loan  for  public  improvement. 
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BIBEGI  K£FE£S£NIATION  HEEDED  IN  SPAIN. 

rConsal  l>adl  II.  Foster,  Tores  dc  la  Frootera,  Dec.  4  And  Dee.  8.1 

While  tliere  is  a  very  gratif^'ing  increase  in  the  quantity  of  Ameri- 
can products  to  be  found  in  the  Jerez  de  la  Frontera'  market,  mostly 
i^s'.o.vpH  from  distributing  centers,  the  lack  of  parcel-post  and  money- 
order  lacililies  between  Sjiain  and  the  TTnited  States  is  proving  a 
great  barrier  to  the  development  of  the  trade  between  the  two  conn- 
tries.  Many  trial  ordei*s  would  be  placed  if  it  were  not  for  the  ex- 
jiense  of  clearing  small  freight  shipments  through  the  customs  and 
the  difficulties  attending  remittances. 

It  is  clear  that,  with  the  passing  of  the  present  abnormal  condi- 
tions, a  decided  effort  to  recover  trade  in  Sjjain  will  be  made  by  those 
manufacturers  who,  for  the  time  being,  are  supplanted.  If  the  ad- 
vantageous position  gained  by  the  American  manufacttirer  in  this 
market  is  not  followed  up  by  direct  representation  in  the  field  the 


consider^  excellent,  both  m  quality  and  price,  but.  this  will  not  be 
su^cieixt  to  hold  the  business  against  the  effect  of  personal  contact 

between  buyer  and  seller. 

Brokerace  Service  as  Means  of  Maintaining  Trade. 

Every  town  of  any  size  in  Spain  has  its  quota  of  brokers,  and  a 

good  broker  here  is  a  valuable  adjunct  in  the  maintenance  of  trade 
secured.  He  is  rarely  a  h:gh-class  salesman,  being  more  of  an  "  order 
taker"  than  an  initiator  of  business,  and,  as  the  wise  sales  manager 
insists  upon  his  sales  force  spending  a  certain  amount  of  time  at  the 
home  office  each  year  to  get  new  ideas  and  refresh  their  methods,  so 
the  broker  here  requires  occasional  visits  from  the  trained  specialist 
to  revive  interest  and  assist  him  in  "  landing  difficult  prospects."  His 
pnncipal  function,  therefore,  is  to  secure  "repeat  orders"  and  such 
new  business  as  he  can  and  keep  his  principal  advised  of  new  pros- 
pects. 

This  would  appear  to  be  the  most  economical  and,  cost  considered, 
the  most  effective  method  of  handling  the  sales  end  of  American  ex- 
port trade  in  this  section.  Unquestionably  some  such  means  must 
be  adopted  if  the  trade  secured  by  force  of  present  circumstances  is 
to  be  retained  after  the  return  of  normal  conditions. 


list  of  Goods  Suggested  for  Export  to  Morocco. 

The  Spanish  Government's  Ceiitro  de  Informaci6n  Comei'cial  del 
Ministeno  de  Estado  has  published  a  list  of  the  principal  goods  that 
could  be  exported  to  Morocco.  Tliis  list  is: 

Steel  bars  for  email  forges;  rectangular  copper  sheets  for  use  on  brazlws; 
copper  disks  for  tea  trays ;  metal  tlireaci  fo]-  embroidery ;  Iron  In  bars  and  shaped 
for  manufnctnring  Iron  articles  peculiar  to  Morocco;  pure  alcohol;  toys;  boxes 
for  tea  and  sugar;  bellows;  plated  metal  iwrfnmo  f^irnyers;  music  boxes;  phono- 
graphs; violins;  ordinary  lumlwr  for  carpenters,  such  as  pitch  pine,  walnut, 
omi  oak;  baskets  of  twigs  or  laths  for  packing  eggs;  paraflUi  candles;  cement; 
colors;  varnishes;  aniline  dyes. 

All  kinds  of  ijorcelaln,  phtss,  and  crystal  wares,  such  as  tumblers  for  tea  and 
coffee;  larpe  mirrors  In  kIU  frames,  and  pocket  mirrors;  glass  l>eads  for  Moorish 
women's  necklaces;  bracelets;  Imitation  corals  and  pearls;  watches;  large  wall 
clocks;  clock  cases;  cuckoo  clocks  and  chime  clocks  (which  are,  it  is  stated,  used 
by  the  'Moon  more  for  decoration  tluin  time  keeping) ;  felt  for  rugs;  red  and 
black  fes  caps ;  moqnette  carpets  and  other  carpets  of  bright  colors ;  woolen  cloth 
brightly  colored  and  adorned ;  strong  paper  for  making  a  kind  of  slipper  known  as 


ground  gained 


American  products  have  been 


[Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Burst,  Barcelona,  Spain,  Dec.  4.] 
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"babncha";  wrapping  paper;  aoapi  InexpensWe  and  hearlly  perfumed  powders; 
macblDC  oils ;  all  kinds  of  hardware ;  enameled  ware ;  cutlery,  and  nalla. 

Cbemical  products,  such  as  caustic  potash,  for  use  In  the  manufacture  of 
native  soap;  crystallized  indigo  for  use  as  a  dye;  caustic  sotia;  sulphate  of  iron 
and  copper ;  alimentary  products ;  beer,  bottled  and  in  casks ;  green  coffee ;  canned 
meats  and  flsh,  for  consumption  by  Euru[>ean  population ;  condensed  milk ;  maca- 
roni ;  pepper  and  spices ;  potatoes ;  rice ;  beans ;  candy ;  preserves ;  unreflned  and 
cbeap  r^Ded  sn^ir ;  and  green  tea. 


DIFFICULTY  IS  SEGTJSIHO  CONITECTIOKS  IH  HOKBTTBAS. 

[Conanl  Walter  P.  Itoyle,  Puerto  Cortea,  Dec.  4.] 

More  letters  are  received  from  concerns  which  wish  to  secure  con- 
nections as  freight  forwarding  agents,  purchasing  agents,  general 
service  agents,  and  general  commission  and  brokerage  agents  than 
from  any  other  source,  and  notwithstanding  that  the  American  con- 
sul in  Puerto  Cortes  has  taken  pains  to  put  the  solicitations  of  these 
houses  before  local  business  meD,  it  is  not  recorded  Uiat  a  single  con- 
nection has  been  secured. 

The  merchants  in  this  district  who  export  produce  to  the  -United 
Stat^  deal  only  with  old  and  established  commission  houses,  and 
tiiey  maintain,  either  with  the  members  of  the  house  or  its  repre- 
sentatives, a  personal  acquaintance.  As  a  rule,  in  the  forwarding  of 
freight  and  in  other  services,  they  either  depend  on  tliese  commis- 
sion houses  or  on  the  wholesale  exporters  from  whom  they  purchase 
most  of  their  stocks. 

In  one  or  two  instances,  commission  houses  which  also  act  as  gen- 
eral service  agents  have  secured  a  foothold  in  the  district,  but  in 
every  instance  it  has  been  through  the  agency  of  n,  personal  repre- 
sentative who  has  toured  the  country. 


AXEBICAN  CONSITLAE  OFFICERS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions : 


Name. 

Port. 

Enpira- 
Uon  ot 
venue. 

Addniis. 

Pack,  WlUys  R  

Canada,  Wlllfani  W  

Donald,  George  K  

Brnmey,  Wflbert  L.«  

Tsinetau,  China  

Vera  Cmt,  MeTloo  

Mararaiho,  Vene.'.uela, 
Saa  Lois  Potosl, 
Mexico. 

Jan.  31 
Jan.  31 

Feb.  1 
Feb.  17 
Feb.  13 

PepBrtraent  of  Slate,  Waihlnpton,  D.  C, 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Con^ 

merce,   Room  403,  Customhoiuth 

Ko-v  Yorv,  N.  Y. 
WinfhO!ter,  fnd. 
153  Church  Sfreci,  Vobile,  Ala. 
1903  North  Bush  Street,  Santa  Ana,  GaL 

■  Consul  WUbert  L.  Sonney  will  visit  San  Francisco,  Los  Angeles,  and  San  DlcRO.  Cal., 
and  San  Antonio.  Tex.,  and  will  ndrlse  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  In  each  of  these  cltlea  oC 
hilt  arrival  and  address. 

Catalogues  of  Business  Houses  in  Sao  Paulo. 

Vice  Consul  Robert  L.  Keiser,  at  Sao  Paulo,  Brazil,  has  forwarded 
a  collection  of  catalt^ues  published  by  the  more  important  business 
bouses  of  Sao  Paulo.  These  catalogues  can  be  examined  at  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Comnwrce  or  one  of  its  district 
offices  by  referring  to  file  Na  71328. 
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STAVANQEE'S  ELECTBICITY  SUPPLY  THSEATENED. 

[Consul  Uaurice  P.  Danlap,  Stavanger,  Norway,  Not.  22.] 

A  lack  of  autumn  rain  in  the  district  of  Stavanger  threatens  to 
produce  such  a  shortage  of  electricity  that  the  city  may  be  without 
lif^ht  and  its  factories  without  power.  The  lake  supplyin;;^  the  water 
j>ower  for  the  city's  electric  works  has  sunk  more  than  18  feet  below 
normal.  During  October,  the  water  went  down  about  '<i^  inches  a 
day. 

The  city  has  been  prepared  to  take  radical  measures  to  conserve 
the  remainder  of  its  potential  electrical  power.  About  40  per  cent 
of  this  power  (3,550  kilowatts)  is  used  for  light  and  heat,  and  about 
60  per  cent  (5,000  kilowatts)  for  the  fish,  woodworking,  textile,  and 
leather  factories,  and  the  machine  shops.  The  fish  factories  reprc- 
cent  Stavanger's  main  industry. 

Bnlef  for  Eleotrloity  TTieri  Approred  hj  CouoU. 

Restrictions  on  the  use  of  electric  power  which  were  approved  by 
the  city  council  are:  (1)  The  use  of  electric  light  from  8.30  till  4 
during  the  day  is  forbidden.  (2)  The  use  of  electric  light  for  adver- 
tising or  window  display  is  forbidden.  (3)  From  midnight  Saturday 
untir4  oVlock  Sunday  afternoon  no  electric  light  is  to  be  used,  ex- 
cept at  the  quay,  railway  station,  hospital,  and  church.  (4)  Other 
nights  from  12  to  C  only  bad  lighting  can  be  expected.  (5)  Elec- 
tric ovens,  warm-water  cookei's,  and  electric  lights  outside  of  private 
houses  must  not  be  used.  (6)  No  electric  current  can  be  used  for 
overtime  work  in  factories  unless  absohiteljr  necessary  to  preserve 
raw  stuff.  (7)  Works  having  any  other  kind  of  power  mstalled 
must  use  this  and  can  only  use  electricity  to  supplement  it.  (8)  No 
new  installations  of  over  3  kilowatts  will  be  made. 

Stavanger  lies  so  far  north  (59°)  that  light  is  sometimes  necessary 
a  good  part  of  the  day  at  this  season. 

lack  of  EalnfaU  flbown  l>y  Ftgruret  for  Vail  Hoatht. 

The  average  rainfall  for  this  section  is  about  7.72  inches  for  Sep- 
tember, 9.9  inches  for  October,  and  8.97  inches  for  November.  In  1916 
there  was  but  1.34  inches  in  September,  0.31  inch  in  October,  and  in 
the  succeeding  month  scarcely  any  rain  up  to  November  22.  Records 
of  rainfall  which  have  been  kept  since  1883  show  no  similar  figures. 
The  autumn  months  have  always  been  "the  rnin^  months." 

The  city's  electrical  works  are  in  the  mountains,  about  18  miles 
southeast  of  Stavanger,  near  Lake  Oltedal,  which  furnishes  the 
water  power.  This  lake  has  an  area  of  more  than  a  square  mile, 
with  a  capacity  of  about  40,000,000  cubic  yards.  A  project  is  under- 
way to  obtain  the  uiaiu  power  from  a  river  about  GO  miles  from 
Stavanger,  connecting  tlic  wires  with  Lake  Oltedal,  so  that  both 
sources  may  be  used.  The  unprecedented  sliortago  may  hasten  the 
work  on  this  project,  but  at  best  it  will  need  a  couple  of  years  for 
completion. 

Bananas  amounting  to  3,525,500  bunches  and  valued  at  $1,375,391 
were  invoiced  at  the  American  consulate  nt  Puerto  Coi*t#s,  Honduras, 
for  the  United  States  during  1915,  compax-ed  with  3.401,200  bunches 
valued  at  $1,496,995  for  1914. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOKMBBOB  BKPOBTB. 


287 


FOREtGH  TXABE  OFFOBTUIHTIJjl& 

BtmemO  aMrcnes  mar  be  obtained  from  tbe  B«ve»ii  and  Ita  dlatrlet  otteea.  Requeit 
(or  each  (Vportwut7  iboold  be  mi  a  a^arate  abect  and  the  Ale  nnmber  glren. 

A*be9to$,  No.  19878. — An  Aroerlcao  consular  officer  in  India  reports  that  a 
firm  In  bis  district  desires  to  commimicate  with  firms  lu  tlie  United  States 
vhicti  are  interested  In  importing  asbestos. 

Tin  plate^  No.  19879.— A  firm  in  Spain  Informs  an  American  consalar  t^cer 
Uiat  It  desires  to  receive  quotations  froni  American  manufacturers  or  ex- 
porters at  tin  plate,  used  in  the  manufacture  of  tin  boxes  and  cans.  Corre- 
spondence should  be  in  Spanish.   Iteferences  are  given. 

Iron  and  «teel  hart,  rail*,  tin  bar»,  etc..  No.  19880.— An  American  consular 
<^cer  In  Portugal  writes  that  a  man  in  his  district  Is  In  the  market  toe 
iron  wire,  zinc  sheets  and  bars,  steel  rails,  iron  and  steel  bars,  tin  bars, 
and  tin  plat&  Cknreqwndence  should  be  In  Portuguese  w  French.  Refw- 
ences  are  given. 

Printers*  and  enifraverM*  macMnerji  and  supplies.  No.  I9881.--An  American  con- 
snlar  officer  in  Switzerland  reports  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to 
receive  catalogues,  price  lists,  and  full  Information  from  American  manu- 
facturers or  exporters  of  machinery  and  materials  for  printing  books,  mnjra- 
slnes,  advertlsemoits,  newspapers,  photo  or  process  engraving,  etc.  with 
a  Tiew  to  purchasing  outright  or  acting  as  representative. 

Raw  cotton,  Na  19882. — ^A  man  In  Spain  Informs  an  American  consular  officer 
that  he  desires  to  parchose  raw  cotton.  Reference  Is  given. 

Sand  maehinet  for  knitting  hoaierj/,  etc.  No.  19883. — ^An  American  consular 
officer  in  Chile  writes  that  he  has  received  a  letter  from  a  man  lu  Bolivia 
who  desires  to  communicate  with  Amnlcan  manufacturers  of  hand-operated 
machines  for  knitting  hosiery,  underwear,  etc.  Correnpondence  should  be 
Id  Spanish. 

Canvat  for  pottal  hag».  No.  19684.— An  American  consular  officer  In  the  Far. 
.  East  reports  a  possible  mark'^t  for  canvas,  similar  to  a  sample  which  may 
be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  offices,  for  the  manufacture  of 
mall  bags.   Samples  and  prices  should  be  sent    (Refer  to  File  No.  71155.) 

Blectrical  tupplie*.  No,  19885. — A  firm  in  India  Informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  It  desires  to  receive  quotations  from  American  exporters  of 
metal  filament  electric  lamps,  rubber-covered  wires,  and  lighting  acces- 
sories. It  is  stated  that  tbe  firm  will  pay  cash  against  documents  In  New 
York. 

School  fvmi$hinffa,  de»k$,  henche»,  hlackbonrda,  etc,  No.  10880. — An  American 
consular  officer  In  Brazil  reports  that  an  educational  institution  has  been 
<  established  In  his  district  and  Is  In  the  market  for  school  furnishings, 
desks,  benches,  blackboards,  platforms,  g}-mna!«iuui  apparatus  and  appurte- 
nances, etc.   Catalogues  and  quotations  should  be  sent  Immediately. 

Dry  gondn  and  toys.  No.  10887. — An  American  consular  officer  In  South  Africa 
writes  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  price 
lists  from  American  manufacturers  of,  and  deal^  In,  dry  goods  and  toys. 
Reference  is  given. 

Cotton  goods  and  hosiery  for  women  and  children.  No.  10888. — A  firm  In  Canada 
Informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  connaunlcate  with 
American  monufacturera  and  exporters  of  fancy  cotton  piere  goods  and 
plain  white  cotton  drill  for  waists  and  mkUly  blouses  for  women;  and 
hosiery  of  all  kinds  for  women  and  children,  particularly  mercerized  cotton 
and  fiber  silk.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 


The  exports  of  calcium  carbide  to  the  United  States,  as  invoiced  at 
the  American  consulate  at  Niagara  Falls,  increased  in  value  from 
$125,353  for  1914  to  $3,586,053  tor  1915,  and  calcium  cyanamid  from 
$1,1&5,418  to  $1^28^72. 
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FBOFOSAIS  FOB  aOTEIUnfEirT  SUPPLIES  ASD  CONSTBITCTIOH. 

[Convftpondencc  sboald  be  direct  wltb  tbe  offlccs  named,  &Dd  Bpeolficatlons  can  usaally: 
be  obtained  at  the  points  wbere  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  tbe  work  Ib  to  be  pcr- 
formeil.  In  cases  wbere  tbe  time  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit  Brmn  to  submit  tenders, 
ihoy  t'houhl  QKk  to  lie  placed  on  the  tnalllng  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  noticeu  calling 
for  future  etipplleu  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Navy  Department  supplies,  No.  2895.— SenleU  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bii- 
I'pflu  of  Supplies  nnd  Accounts,  Navy  Department,  WasliliiKton,  D.  C,  for  the 
supply  of  the  following.  Bidders  desiring  to  submit  proiiosals  should  apply 
to  the  Bureau  of  Supjtlles  and  Accounts,  ^ving  the  schedule  numtiers  de- 
sired :  Schedule  92t9,  cutton-cnnTOS  sand  bags,  tank  for  testing  air  flasks, 
and  drop  steel  forglngs;  schedule  0220,  furnishing  and  applying  bituminous 
composItlonM ;  sclie<lule  9221,  oU  service  pump;  schedule  9222,  auxiliary . 
feed  pumps,  lualn  boiler  feed  pumi>s,  circulator  dlstllliug  punips,  and  con- 
denser air  dynamo  pumi)s;  schedule  9223,  cylindrical  automatic  grinder, 
vertical  surface  ;,T[nder,  bench  lathes,  and  universal  milling  machine; 
scluHlule  9224,  furiiishing  and  driving  piles;  schedule  9225,  outfit  for  pump- 
in};  water;  sciiedulc  922U.  annealed  cups,  fuel  llasks,  seamless  drawQ 
flasks,  and  head  steel  forgings;  schednle  9227.  torpedo  appliances  (main 
sliflfts,  cranks,  valve  groups,  and  bodies) ;  schedule  9228,  hydrofluoric  add 
onU  dry  Indian  red;  scliedule  9229,  ush  oors.  galvanisted  iron  or  steel 
buckets,  bout  chains,  and  spelter  solder;  schedule  9230.  steam  traps,  boiler 
steel  rivets,  granular  soda  ash,  castor  oil,  and  vertical  simples  feed  pumps ; 
schedule  9231,  pig  iron;  schedule  9232,  white  table  felt.  Nos.  1  and  4  new- 
pattern  safes,  and  letter-carriers'  satchels ;  schetluie  9233,  50  K.  W.  genera- 
tor not ;  schedule  9234,  night  binoculars,  prismatic  binoculars,  and  ships' 
telescoites;  sche<lule  023o,  wood-fiber  wall  board,  alr-pres.sure  gauges,  terra- 
cotta pipe,  sulphur,  and  yellow-pine  flooring;  sctiedule  9236,  steel  ratki,' 
angle  splice  burs,  and  guard  rails,  medium  steel  angles,  frogs,  and  qiltt 
switches,  etc.;  schedule  9237,  chain  hoists  and  steel  hnll  plates;  srhedvle 
9238,  steam  traps ;  schedule  0239.  flour  in  export  bags ;  schedule  9240,  cold 
rolled  bar  steel  and  steel  floor  plates;  schedule  9241,  coal  baskets,  fire  hose 
with  Boston  standard  couplings,  a.sh  oars,  emery  clotli,  and  yellow  ocher 
In  oil ;  schedule  9242,  Pc>rt  Orford  cedar  and  l>ouglas  fir ;  and  schedule  9243, 
spun  and  nnspan  ookum. 

Rubber  nhceting.  No.  2896.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Mettictl 
Supply  l>i'i)ot,  U.  S.  Army.  Port  Mason,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  until  JanoaiT 
28.  1016,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  warehouse  "  D."  Fort  Mosoi^ 
rubb&r  sheeting,  or  Unite,  "  Hudson,"  double  coated,  54  inches  wide. 

Ctmstructioii  work,  No.  2887. — Seoled  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Office  «t 
the  Supervising  Arcldtect,  Treasury  IX'partment,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
February  24,  1916,  for  the  construction  complete  of  the  United  States  poet  - 
office  at  Batavla,  N.  Y.  Drawings  and  sped fi<'at ions  may  be  obtainetl  from 
the  custodian  of  the  site  at  Batavla,  or  at  the  Supervising  Architecfs  office, 
WashingtoiL 

Medical  supplies,  No,  2898.—  Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Field  Medi- 
cal Supply  Deiwit,  United  States  Army,  21  M  Street  NR.  Washington,  D.  C', 
until  January  24,  1910,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  the  following  supplies: 
Arseni  trioxld,  aspirin.  rafTrlna  citrata,  cliloralnm  hydrntuni,  codelna,  g!y- 
ceriuum,  llnlmentuiii  rul)efacU'ns "  tablets,  nmguesli  suiithas,  oleum  terebln- 
thintie  rectlHi.-ntum  In  5-gnlion  tin  containers,  opii  tlnctura,  petrolatum, 
phenylis  sallcylas,  ptiulne-catharticae  composltae  tablets,  etc. 


District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

ITew  York,  £oom  409  TTnited  States  Cttstomhousc ;  Boston,  eighteenth  ftoor 
United  States  Gnstomhouse;  Chlo^o,  S04  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  408  Third 
Katipnal  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Offlce  Building;  Hew  Orleans,  lOSO 
Hihemia  Bank  Building;  Sas  Franoisco,  806  United  States  Gnstomhouse;  Seattle, 
BftSt  Alaska  Building.  Cot^ratlTe  district  oflloes:  Clereland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
meree;  Ginelnnati,  Chambw  of  Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commeroe; 
Detroit,  Board  of  Commerce;  PMladelplila,  Ohomlwr  of  Commerce;  DaTcaport 
(Iowa),  Commercial  Olntt. 
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UrCBEASED  GOLD  OTTTPUT  IN  THE  TBANSTAAL  KIKES. 

[Cablegram  from  Am«rlcAa  conanlate,  Johannesburg.] 

The  Transvaal  gold  output  for  the  calendar  year  1915  totals 
9,093,671  ounces;  value,  £38,620,461  ($187,946,473). 

fThe  totnl  gold  output  of  the  Trfliisvaal  for  1914,  as  compiled  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Mines  and  Industries  of  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  was  8,394.322  flne 
ooQces,  valued  at  $173,523,885;  for  1913  the  amount  was  8.798,335  ounces, 
valued  at  $181,875,456.  The  statement  for  six  months  of  1915,  published  in 
CouuEBCB  Repobtb  for  July  26,  1915,  was  4,408,050  ounces,  valued  at 
¥90,S65,000.] 


AMEBIGAV  OOOSS  IH  KAZATLAK. 

[Vice  Consul  A.  Gordon  Brown,  HaEatlnn,  M«xlco,  Jan.  7.1 

During  September,  1915,  $68,000  worth  of  merchandise  was  sold 
at  Mazatlan  by  traveling  salesmen  from  the  Pacific  ports  of  the 
United  States,  and  merchants  that  visited  the  United  States  during 
the  same  month  bought  about  $50,000  woi*th ;  the  greater  part  of  the 
first  purchase  was  dry  goods.  These  sales  were  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  foreign  stores  in  Mazatlan  could  not  buy  goods  in  Europe  to 
advantage. 

Attempt  will  be  made  to  hold  a  great  part  of  this  trade  after  the 
war  by  having  commercial  travelers  to  cover  the  west  const  of  Mex- 
ico and  perhaps  by  establishing  a  chain  of  American  stores  on  the 
Pacific  coast  of  this  country.  In  the  past  six  months  a  house  has 
been  established  here;  one  of  the  ownei-s  is  an  American,  and  the 
firm  buys  in  the  United  States. 


AMEBICAN  PAPER  FOB  GREECE. 

Consul  H.  B.  Cooke  has  transmitted  the  names  of  firms  in  Pntras, 
(Jreece,  which  in  i-ecent  months  have  requested  to  be  placed  in  touch 
with  American  exporters  of  various  kinds  of  paper.  The  list  of 
tinnsmay  be  obtained  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  one  of  its  district  offices  by  referring  to  file  No,  71052. 
:fi63*'-ia  289 
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HEXIGAK  PBODUCTIOH  OF  CHICLE. 

[Vice  Consul  Thomas  H.  Beran,  Tamplco,  Jan.  6.] 

During  the  calendar  year  1915,  347,817  pounds  of  chicle,  with  an 
invoiced  value  of  $57,728  United  States  currency,  were  shipped  from 
Tampico  to  Now  York.  Most  of  the  chicle  shipped  from  this  port 
is  produced  in  the  Tuxpam  district. 

Chicle  is  obtained  by  tapping  the  sapodilla  (Acras  sapota)  trees, 
which  grow  wild  in  the  forests  of  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz.  The  in- 
dustry IS  controlled  almost  entirely  by  the  Huasteca  Indians,  who  sell 
the  chicle  in  the  markets  of  Tuxpam  and  Tampico. 

From  two  to  four  trees  are  generally  found  on  an  area  of  1  acre 
of  average  virgin  forest  land  in  the  Tuxpam  district  In  certain 
sections  in  the  States  of  Campeche  and  Yucatan  the  average  is  much 
higher.  The  trees  should  be  from  12  to  15  years  old  before  being 
tapped  for  the  first  time,  and  even  then,  unless  great  care  is  exercised 
by  the  tapper,  they  will  die.  It  is  said  that  the  Indians,  who  use  a 
machete,  kill  about  25  per  cent  of  the  trees  they  tap.  The  trees  in 
this  section  will  average  from  1  pound  to  IJ  pounds  of  commercial 
chicle  at  each  tapping,  but  they  should  be  tapped  only  once  a  year, 
the  best  time  being  the  winter  months. 

Land  containing  sapodilla  trees  can  be  obtained  in  the  vicinity  of 
Tuxpam.  Labor  is  high  in  this  section  on  account  of  the  develop- 
ment of  the  oil  industry.  At  present,  however,  owing  to  the  depre- 
ciated currency,  good  Mexican  labor  can  be  secured  for  25  cents 
United  States  currency  per  day. 

GREATLY  REDTTCGD  CROP  OF  BRAZIL  HTTTS. 

There  are  indications  that  the  crop  of  Brazil  nuts  this  year  will  be 
much  smaller  than  that  of  last  year,  according  to  Folha  do  Norte,  of 
Para,  Brazil.  Consul  Pickerel i  states  that,  while  accurate  informa- 
tion is  not  available,  a  communication  from  a  merchant  in  the  inte- 
rior of  the  State  to  the  paper  mentioned  contains  the  estimate  that 
the  crop  will  foe  less  than  one-half  that  of  last  year.  Tliis  merchant 
continues : 

The  merchants  trading  In  this  class  of  products  are  completely  disappointed, 
because  the  effect  of  this  small  crop  will  be  to  upset  the  economic  life  of  the 
municipalities  of  Obidos  and  Alemquer.  From  the  notices  we  have  received 
from  the  Rivers  Curua  and  Trombetas,  where  the  largest  forests  of  Brazil  nuts 
e^clst,  a  very  small  ammmt  of  nuts  will  be  produced,  due  to  the  lack  of  rains 
durinf;  the  months  of  March  and  April,  the  e|>och  in  which  tlie  Brazil  nut  tree 
Is  In  flower.  It  would  seem  that,  notwithstanding  the  war,  the  small  crop  of 
Brazil  nuts  will  fetch  a  high  price. 


BRITISH  UETHOD  OF  EXTENDING  MARKETS  IN  ITALY. 

[Consul  Jny  White.  Naples,  Dec.  lO.] 

An  illustrated  pamphlet,  printed  in  Italian,  has  been  issued  in 
England  for  circulation  in  Ital^,  with  the  object  of  aiding  in  the 
British  campaign  which  has  for  its  object  the  maintenance  and  exten- 
sion of  markets  in  Italy  for  British  goods.  The  book  contains  about 
70  pages,  and  its  object  is  indicated  by  the  title,  "  La  Fiera-Mercato 
di  Londra,  14-24  Marzo,  1916,"  information  being  given  regarding 
the  London  Fair  and  Market,  at  Boyal  Agricultural  Hall  ana  Olym- 
pia,  in  London. 

lA  copy  of  this  publication  may  be  Inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  aad 
Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  offices.  Befer  to  file  Ko.  71200.]  — . 

Digitized  by  V^OOglC 


COMMERCE  BEFOBTS. 


291 


lA&OE  PROFITS  FBOM  UEBCHAKT  VESSELS. 

[Vice  t'onsiil  Oeorge  1*.  Waller,  jr.,  Athens.  Dec.  4.1 

Enormous  profits  Itave  accrued  to  Gi'eecc  from  its  merchant  vessels 
since  the  outbreak  of  the  European  conflict.  Fi-eijjht  rates  have 
reached  a  point  where  the  profit  made  on  a  sinfrle  voyaj^e  is  said  to  be 
somethins"  in  excess  of  the  viilue  of  the  ship,  bused  on  prices  existing 
either  before  or  shortly  after  the  outbreak  of  war.  As  a  concrete  and 
not  unusual  example,  this  office  was  recently  informed  on  reliable  au- 
thority, that  a  small  steamer  which  was  purchased  before  the  war  for 
the  equivalent  of  $4,500,  after  several  trips,  was  sold  for  the  equivalent 
of  $10,000,  and  the  profits  invested  in  a  large  steamer.  The  buyer,  on 
being  questioned  relative  to  the  judgment  displayed  in  paying  more 
than  twice  the  former  value  of  the  vessel,  stated  that  although  he  could 
only  insure  it  for  its  original  value  ($4,500)  should  it  be  destroyed 
after  but  one  tnp,  he  would  still  be  a  large  gainer  through  the  freight 
from  a  single  voyage. 

Steamships  Fvroliftied  and  Sold. 

Greek  shipowners  have  bought  during  the  last  year  15  steamships 
having  a  total  tonnage  of  219,450.  The  cost  of  these  vessels  is  said  to 
be  nearly  $9,000,000. 

[The  development  of  the  Greek  merchant  iiiai-luc  wax  discHiised  lu  Gouuebce 
BiovBTS  for  Aug.  31.] 

Information  regarding  the  sale  of  two  Greek  vessels  has  just  come 
to  the  attention  of  this  office.  The  Panhellenic  Steamship  Co.  has  re- 
cently  sold  two  of  its  steamei-s,  the  Samoa  of  1,200  tons,  and  the 
Sappho  of  2,500  tons.  The  price  received  for  the  two  vessels  is  under- 
stood to  have  been  $132,C49. 


CENSUS  OF  SnaAB-BEFININO  INDUSTRY. 

A  preliminai*y  statement  of  the  general  results  of  the  census  of 
manufactures  for  the  sugar-refining  industiy  has  been  issued  by  the 
United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census.  It  consists  of  a  detailed  state- 
ment of  the  quantity  and  cost  of  raw  sugar  used  and  the  value  of 
dfferent  products  manufactured.  Similar  statements  will  shortly  be 
issued  for  the  manufacture  of  cane  and  beet  sugar. 

The  figures,  being  preliminary,  are  subject  to  such  change  and  cor- 
rection as  may  be  necessary  from  a  further  exnmmation  of  the  origi- 
nal reports. 

Reports  were  received  for  18  establishments  engaged  in  the  refining 
of  sugar  during  1914,  and  their  products  for  the  year  were  valued  at 
$289,398,715.  At  the  census  of  lOOJ)  there  were  19  establishments, 
with  products  valued  at  $248,628,859.  The  value  of  the  annual  pro- 
duction, therefore,  has  increased  by  $40,769,850.  or  16.4  per  cent. 

The  18  establishments  reported  in  1914  purchased  7,120,937,300 
pounds  of  raw  sugar,  at  a  cost  of  .$247,086,355,  from  which  was  pro- 
duced 6.660.268.045  pounds,  or  3,333,134  terns  of  2,000  pounds,  of  re- 
fined sugar,  valued  at  $285,495,974,  and  35,802,995  gallons  of  molasses 
and  sirup,  valutd  at  $3,284,278.  In  addition,  there  were  subsidiary  or 
by-products  valued  at  $618,463. 

Of  the  18  refineries  rejiorted  in  1913,  there  weie  3  in  Pennsylvania,  2 
Ml  Califoraia,  3  in  Louisiana,  2  in  Massachusetts,  1  in  Texas,  2  in  New 
Jersey,  and  5  in  New  York.  \ 
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HAITOBOOE  OF  DTSIA  BEVIKWED  DT  IHBIA. 

The  Madras  Mail  publishes,  over  the  signature  of  Mr.  Alfred 
Ghntterton,  Director  ot  Industries  and  Commerce  in  the  native  State 
of  Mysore,  a  review  of  the  vohime  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  i>omestic  Commerce  entitled  "  British  India — its  resources,  in- 
dustries, and  triide,  with  suf^gestions  as  to  its  development  as  a  market 
for  American  merchandise."   Mr.  Chatterton  says  in  part : 

"  In  recent  years  the  preparation  of  industrial  surveys  of  the  Prov- 
inces of  India  hns  been  a  popular  preliminary  to  drafting  proposals 
for  the  raising  of  the  industrial  status  of  the  people  and  rendering 
them  less  dependent  on  imports  from  abroad  for  the  manufactured 
goods  which  the  general  progress  of  the  country  in  education  and 
wealth  has  created  a  demand  for.  These  reports  have  usually  dealt 
with  the  resources  available  for  new  industries  and  the  possibilities 
of  improving  those  already  in  existence,  but  the  foreign  trade  and 
commerce  have  been  n?giirded  as  to  a  large  extent  outside  their  scope. 
Mr.  Baker's  very  comprehensive  monograph  may  be  considered  as  a 
useful  supplement  to  the  work  already  done. 

"  With  an  intimate  knowledge  of  American  powers  of  production, 
the  manufacturers  of  the  United  States  are  told  where  there  are  pos* 
sible  openings  and  the  best  way  to  set  about  taking  advantage  of  them. 

"  To  us  in  India  its  chief  interest  lies  in  the  fact  that  it  is  a  tolerably 
accurate  survey  of  the  present  condition  of  trade  and  manufacturing 
in  this  country  by  an  observant  and  shrewd  foreigner  possessing 
special  qualifications  for  the  task." 

This  volume,  Special  Consular  Reports  No.  72,  may  be  obtained 
at  $1  per  cqpy  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government 
Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.  C,  or  from  the  district  offices  ot  tke 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 


AlIEBICAN  CBACK£BS  BADLY  PACKED. 

[Conanl  GcDernl  Frederic  W.  Coding,  Guayaqult,  Ecaador,  Dec.  20.1 

Frequent  complaints  have  been  made  to  this  office  by  Guayaquil 
nierchnnts  of  the  broken  state  of  crackers  and  biscuits  imported  from, 
the  United  States,  and  as  a  consequence  few  aro  now  sold  here, 
although  when  received  in  good  condition  they  gave  entire  satisfac- 
tion. In  the  year  1913  there  were  imported  into  Ecuador  53,658 
pounds,  of  which  but  3  per  cent  came  from  the  United  States, 
whereas  practically  the  same  quantity  was  imported  the  previous  year, 
with  45  i>er  cent  credited  to  that  country,  the  loss  of  trade  being  due 
to  the  bad  coiidition  in  which  they  wei*e  received. 

There  is  a  constant  demand  here  for  cream  crackers  in  4-pound 
tins  net  and  for  other  classes  in  i  and  1  pound  tins,  but  they  must  be 


goods,  the  care  taken  with  the  packing  of  which  being  beyond  criti- 
cism. 

If  American  manufacturers  of  crackers  and  biscuits  will  carefully 
study  the  requirements  of  this  market  and  satisfy  them,  tliey  will 
be  well  repaid  for  tiie  effort. 


Sponges  valued  at  $264,054  were  invoiced  at  the  American  con- 
sulate at  Nassau,  Bahamas,  for  shipment  to  the  United  States  during 
1915,  compared  with  $224,954  worth  for  1914. 


packed  so  as  to  arrive  unbroken 
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EXPOSITION  OF  SCHOOL  EaTTIFHENT  IN  SPAIN. 

[Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  tlomt,  Barcelona,  Dec.  10.1 

In  order  to  interest  the  citizens  in  the  value  of  hygienic  school 
buildings  and  fittings,  nn  ex]>o.sition  will  be  held  in  Barcelona  in 
February,  1916,  of  pliotographs  and  drawinfis  of  inodt-rn  scliools  in 
foreign  countries.  Tlie  managers  of  the  undertaking  desire  to  obtiiin 
the  following  exhibits;  Photographs  or  drawings  of  si-liool  buildings, 
including  classrooms,  lockers,  restaurants,  baths,  gymnasiums,  ant? 
all  modern  accessories;  photographs  of  school  parks,  iihiygrounds 
nnd  their  e(iuipment  whicii  may  give  an  idea  of  the  life  of  the  schol- 
ars; illiistrntions  of  all  kinds  of  school  fnrnitui'e  and  material,  as  well 
as  interior  decorations;  and  i)lans  showing  methods  of  heating  and 
ventilating,  with  data  as  to  the  superficial  and  cubic  area  calculated 
for  students.  These  should  be  accompanied  by  descriptive  matter 
showing  the  climatic  conditions  of  the  district  to  wiiicli  the  Ijuilding 
is  adapted,  the  year  of  the  building's  construction,  the  name  of  the 
architect,  the  cost  of  construction,  the  manner  of  financinjj  its  con- 
struction, laws  governing  the  construction  of  scho*il  buildings,  sta- 
tistics as  to  illness  of  scholars  and  means  employed  to  reduce  illness, 
witli  restdts,  and  any  other  details  of  iRtei*e8t  that  the  exhibitor  may 
furnish. 

It  is  planned  to  have  this  exhibition  of  an  intern !'.tional  character, 
altliongh  on  a  necessarily  small  scale,  and  American  school  builders 
and  fnrnisliers  may  find  it  advantageous  to  embrace  th'e  opportunity 
to  diow  in  a  practical  and  inexpensive  way  the  excellence  of  American 
school  construction  and  equipment. 

Descriptive  matter  accompanying  exhibits  may  be  in  English  if 
not  available  in  Spanish. 

The  pliotograplis,  drawings,  plans,  or  data  submitted  will  eventu- 
ally be  exhibited  in  other  cities  and  towns  of  Spain  in  order  to  inter- 
est the  whole  country. 

Exhibitoi-s  should  address  their  material,  preferably  of  small  pe- 
cimiar}'  value  (stating  that  it  is  for  tlie  exhibition)  to:  El  Ateneo 
EncicIo|)edico  Popular  de  Barcelona,  Calle  del  Carmen,  30,  Pral., 
Barcelona,  Spain. 


SHIPPING  FACIXITIES  WITH  ATTSTRAUA. 

I CoiuiDfrcia!  Ap-nt  K.  C.  I'ork-r,  X.-w  Vofk,  Jan.  12.] 

The  great  .scarcity  of  steamships  and  sailing  vessels  lias  greatly 
increased  the  difficuky  in  handling  shipments  of  American  goods  to 
Australia  and  New  Zealand. 

At  pi-esent  there  are  four  lines  which  have  been  operating  vessels 
Ivetween  N^ew  York  and  Australian  ports.  During  tlie  period  from 
September  15  to  31  six  ships  were  scheduled  to  sail  from  New  York 
for  Australian  ports.  Of  these  vessels  only  two  were  steamships  and 
the  aggregate  tonnage  of  these  ships  was  27,000  gross  tons. 

The  steamship  companies  stated  that  they  hoped  to  be  able  to  in- 
crease the  available  tonnage  for  Australian  shipments  during  Jan- 
uary. In  connection  with  this  shortage  it  should  be  noted  that  in 
inacy  cases  the  charter  of  the  ships  call  for  tlie  delivery  of  raw  mate- 
rials from  Australia  to  Europe. 
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YOBESHIKE'S  PLAHS  FOB  BECLAIHIHa  WA8IE  LAND. 

[Consul  AncuBtUB  B.  Ingram,  Bndtord,  Bngland,  Dec.  10.] 

The  Yorkshire  Post,  in  an  article  on  "  Reclaiming  waste  land j  a 
profitable,  moorland  experimoit,"  says  tJiat  the  plea  for  the  cultivation 
of  such  land  appli^  with  special  force  to  the  hill  counti^  on  the 
Yorkshire  and  Lancashire  borders,  and  that  owners  and  occupiers  of 
land  are  displaying  an  increasing  interest  in  the  question  of  farm  and 
market-garden  produce.  In  the  section  mentioned,  reference  is  made 
to  innumerable  farms  whose  boundaries  either  skirt  the  rough  moor- 
land or  include  large  stretches  of  coarse  grass,  heather,  and  bog. 
"These  are  the  distinguishing  features,"  says  the  article,  "of  the 
higher  lands  which  overlook  the  upper  reaches  of  the  River  Calder, 
and  their  aspect  may  be  so  forbidding  as  to  dispel  at  once  any  sugges- 
tion there  may  be  in  the  farmer^s  mind  of  attempting  to  cultivate 
the  land.  Happily,  there  exists  an  excellent  illustration  of  what  may 
be  achieved  in  this  direction,  for  on  an  estate  near  Mytholmroyd 
some  interesting  experiments  have  been  carried  out  during  the  sum- 
mer, which  indicate  how  such  land  may  be  utilized  for  root  crops." 

"  The  work  has  been  undertaken  under  the  direction  of  the  estate 
agent,  and  so  successful  has  it  proved  that  it  is  to  be  greatly  extended 
in  the  coming  spring.  The  experiment  was  made  on  about  an  acre 
and  a  quarter  of  land  which  tor  more  than  a  generation  had  pro- 
duced nothing  but  rank  grass.  Good-class  potatoes  and  ordinary 
sweet  turnips  were  planted,  and  the  results  surpassed  all  expecta- 
tions. The  average  yield  of  potatoes  was  16  or  17  tons  to  the  acre, 
and  many  of  the  turnips  scaled  14  pounds  apiece,  the  whole  crop 
being  an  unusually  fine  one. 

"It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  small  jobbing  farmer,  who 
preponderates  in  this  locality,  will  rise  to  a  new  sense  of  his  respon- 
sibilities. At  present  he  is  content  to  devote  his  enei^ies  mainly  to 
the  marketing  of  butter  and  eggs,  but  in  conjunction  with  a  develop- 
ment of  potato  growing  there  might  be  a  corresponding  development 
in  pig  breeding." 

AHEBICAH  COKSULAK  OPFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Name. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tion of 
Tenue. 

Address. 

Canada,  William  W  

TsinglMjChlna  

Vera  Ctoe,  Mexico .... 
Mar&calbo,  Veoeiiwla. 
San  Luis  Potosi, 
Mexico.- 

Jan.  31 
7an.  31 

Feb.  1 
Feb.  17 
Feb.  13 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C 

Sureau  of  Foreign  and  I>ome?>tIc  Com- 
merce, Room  400,  Customhouse, 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

Winchester.lnd. 

163  Churdi  Street,  Mobile,  AM. 

1906  NorOt  Bush  Streat,  Saota  Aiia,Cal. 

■Consul  WUbert  L.  Bonney  wUl  visit  San  Francisco,  Los  Angeles,  and  San  Diego,  CaU 
and  San  Aotonto,  Tex.,  and  will  advise  the  Chambn  of  Commerce  in  each  of  these  cities  <a 
his  arrival  and  address. 
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GHUTA'S  L£AIHS&  nCPOftTS  flXEADIiiY  IHCB£ASIH0. 


[Vice  Consul  Gustave  J.  Barrett,  Shanghai,  China.  Nov.  23.] 

The  importation  of  leather  and  leather  manufactures  into  China 
has  steadily  inci'eased  in  recent  years.  Amon^  the  i'ensons  for  this 
vere  tiie  purchases  of  new  equipment  for  China  s  army,  including 
boots,  shoes,  belts,  etc.;  the  estaulislmient  uf  cotton,  silk,  and  flour 
miUs,  which  has  created  a  demand  for  beltin;;;  and  the  adoption  of 
the  Western  style  of  dress  by  many  of  the  Cliinese,  with  incidental 
purchases  of  shres,  trunks,  bags,  and  otlier  articles.  Altium^h  a  few 
tanneries  have  been  established  in  the  coast  and  princii)al  cities, 
and,  to  some  extent,  in  the  interior  (one  of  stane  importance  in 
Szechwan  Province),  they  have  not  been,  thus  far,  very  successfully 
operated.  Various  causes  are  responsiible  for  this  condition,  poor 
business  manaf^ment  and  a  lack  of  pro]ier  technical  knowledge  of 
the  trade  being  predominant.  There  are  indications  that  China  will 
continue  to  have  a  great  pait  of  its  leather  needs  sup])Hed  from 
abroad  for  some  time. 

Imports  of  Leather  anA  Leather  Kannfactures  into  China. 

The  net  imports  of  leather  and  leather  manufacttu'es  into  China 
for  the  years  1911-1914  were: 


Articles. 

1911 

1912 

1913 

IBU 

777,406 
101,909 

118,030 

»5,3?3.170 
■371,773 
191, 5S0 

34,174.142 
224,  F3) 
194,011 

3,332,409 

4,9S4,G«I 

5,7SG,  493 

4,  £93, 032 

The  percentages  of  imports  from  various  sources  for  1913  and  1914 
were: 


Aitidn  and  wurces. 


Leather 

Hongkong  

Japan   

I'nited  Stales  

RusMa.  

Bet^um  

t  nl.ed  Kingdan.. 

He  many  

Othceoimtile*.... 
Leattm  manuliaetures: 

Japan   

Uopglionff  

United  KlDgdom  

KiUEla  


Articles  and  sou*cet. 


Leathe-  inanuRtctar«>-Coii. 

United  Slates  

Austrb  

Othe-  coimtrios  

Hachino  belllnt!: 

T'nited  Kingdom  

Jnpan  

r>ermnny  

Ho:ixkonK  ,  

UniteJ  SlatoJ  

HiLnia  

FTB'ICB  

Beleiuni  

Otbor  rauntrles  


1913 


1914 


Per  rent. 

Prr  cfnf. 

I.  a 

.93 

1.65 

S.37 

A.  30 

9. 13 

BI.P3 

:o.6i 

il.G2 

19.91 

11.  (52 

10.70 

4.41 

£.60 

1.S8 

4.50 

3.29 

F.63 

3.21 

.14 

.34 

2.63 

.10 

.38 

A  large  proportion  of  the  leather  imported  into  China  is  trans- 
shipped at  Ilonfikong,  and  it  is  therefore  impossible  to  ascertain  its 
origin  from  the  Chinese  maritime  customs  .statistics.  T^udouhtedly 
the  greater  part  of  it  comes  from  Sin'rapore,  and  t!ie  remainder 
from  various  Eui*opean  countries.  Jai)an"s  share  of  the  trade  is  also 
vei-y  large,  particularly  in  leatlicr  niauufactures.  Its  proximity  to 
China,  the  low  cost  of  production,  and  the  opportunity  for  prompt 
deliveries  are  largely  responsible  for  this  condition.  The  inferior 
quality  of  the  Jax>nnese  product  is  advantageous,  for  the  Chinese 

Digitized  by  Google 


296  OOMMBBOE  BBP0BX8. 

almost,  inrariably  consider  price  before  quality.  In  fact,  Japanese 
competition  is  not  a  factor  in  the  higher  grades. 

The  imports  of  leather  and  articles  of  leather  manufacture  into 
Shanghai,  for  1914,  were :  Calf,  kid  and  colored,  $76,861 ;  cow,  Ameri- 
can and  European,  $2,433;  cow,  Hongkong  and  Straits  Settlements, 
$220,151;  cow,  Japanese,  $53;  enameled,  japanned,  and  patent,  $10,- 
273;  harness,  $28,517;  sole,  $61,900:  others,  $13,390;  chamois,  $1,420; 
total  value,  $414,998. 

China's  Trade  In  Boots  and  Shoes. 

There  has  been  considerable  trade  in  boots  and  shoes.  China  im- 
ported, in  1914,  227,174  pairs^  valued  at  $392,819.  Of  this  amount, 
65.8  per  cent  came  from  Kussia,  11.21  per  cent  from  Japan,  7.55  per 
cent  from  the  United  Kingdom,  7.4G  per  cent  from  the  United  States, 
and  4.2  per  cent  from  Hongkong.  The  importations  of  boots  and 
shoes  into  Shanghai  during  1914  were  37,695  pairs,  valued  at  $69,680. 

Three  tanneries  are  established  in  Shanghai.  They^  have  been 
operating  with  but  moderate  success.  The  principal  one  is  controlled 
and  operated  imder  foreign  supervision ;  the  others  are  managed  and 
capitalized  by  Chinese  and  Japanese,  respectively.  The  manager  of 
the  foreign-controlled  tannery  frankly  admits  that  it  has  not  had 
a  successful  year,  chiefly  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
coloring  extracts,  which  heretofore  had  been  mostly  supplied  from 
France  and  Italy. 

There  is  but  little  demand  for  harness  leather.  This  was  supplied 
before  the  war  largely  by  Great  Britain,  most  of  it  coming  from 
England.  The  approximate  price  at  that  time  was  $0.48,  United 
States  currency,  per  pound.  To-day  the  price  is  about  $0.83  per 
pound.  It'  is  claimed  that  American  ham^  leather  is  not  suitable 
for  use  here,  being  too  hard.  A  small  demand  for  trunk  leather 
exists.   This,  however,  is  supplied  chiefly  by  the  Japanese. 

Pileei  of  American  Sole  Leather  and  TTppen. 

American  sole  leather  (principally  Californian  No.  2)  is  selling 
for  about  $0.45,  United  States  currency,  per  pound.  The  price  before 
the  war  was  about  $0.36.   Locally  tanned  sole  leather  of  the  better 

f*ade  is  selling  at  these  prices:  No.  1,  $0.40  per  pound;  No.  2,  $0.38; 
o.  3,  $0.35.  IJppers  are  not  made  locally,  but  are  imported  from 
various  countries.  The  present  prices  of  uppers  imported  from  the 
United  States  are:  Calt,  black,  $0.40  per  foot;  black  kips,  $0.38; 
black  sides,  $0.38;  patent  sides,  $0.40;  black  kid,  $0.31. 

In  Japanese  manufactures,  trunk  leather  is  selling  at  about  $0.32 
per  foot;  uppers,  $0.27  to  $0.29  per  foot;  and  sole  leather,  $0.38  per 
pound.  A  comparatively  small  amount  of  Japanese  sole  leather  is 
imported,  most  of  it  coming  from  Singapore.  The  present  price  of 
sole  leather  from  Singapore  is  about  $0.28  per  pound. 

Bridle  leather,  of  English  manufacture,  which  is  stocked  locally, 
is  now  selling  from  $0.42  to  $0.67  per  pound.  Salted  hides  are  selling 
in  the  Shanghai  market  from  $0.13  to  $0.16  per  pound;  dry  hides 
at  $0.22  and  $0.23  per  pound. 

Shipments  from  TTnited  States  Curtailed. 

Some  years  ago  American  leather  was  largely  shipped  into  China, 
but  the  Japanese  gradually  displaced  it  to  a  large  extent,  though  it 
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ig  claimed  that  a  fair  percentage  of  the  leather  which  Japan  sends 
here  was  originally  exported  from  the  United  States.    This  particu- 
larly applies  to  leatiter  of  superior  quality.    It  is  understood  that 
shipments  of  American  leather  to  China  have  been  curtailed  through ' 
the  following  causes:  (1)  The  lack  of  representatives  in  this  market; 

(2)  not  sending  samples,  which  the  Chinese  invariably  demand;  and 

(3)  the  high  price  of  American  leather. 

There  is  at  present  an  opportunity  for  American  leather  manufac- 
turers to  canvass  this  market,  chiefly  on  account  of  the  elimination  of 
certain  supplies  from  Europe.  The  lack  of  shipping  facilities  and 
advanced  tonnage  rates  are  troublesome  obstacles  to  be  overcome. 

(A  list  of  the  principal  linp«rters  at  Shanprhal  of  lonthei-  anA  lentlier  manufnc- 
tnres  may  be  obtaiued  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreijni  und  Domestic  Conmierec  or 
Its-district  ofBces.  lU'for  to  file  No.  7077G.  v\rtk'les  oti  h';itlioi-  niiirkcts  abrom] 
were  published  In  Commerce  IIefokts  for  March  ]1,  April  30.  2G,  nnd  2!>,  May 
6  and  29,  August  4,  September  28,  October  14  and  28.  and  December  13, 1915.] 


ENSZL&GX  BEQUISED  DTmiNO  AUSTRAIIAH  SBOVaHTS. 

[Consul  Ucncrnl  J,  I.  Brlttnln,  Sj-diipy,  Nov.  10.] 

The  extremely  dry  weather  in  Australia  in  1914,  and  in  certain  por- 
tions of  the  continent  in  1915,  especially  Queensland,  where  the  meat- 
packing establishments  have  closed  down  and  thousands  of  cattle 
hare  died,  is  causing  the  farmers  to  think  more  seriously  of  preserving 
cattle  feed. 

The  Australian  is  usually  an  optimist,  and  when  he  has  a  series  of 
good  years  he  fails  to  provide  against  the  inevitable  drought.  One 
of  the  leading  agriculturists  requests  his  feliow  farmers  to  consider 
well  the  conservation  of  fodder.  He  has  made  two  pits  which  con- 
tain 300  tons  of  ensilage,  made  from  60  acres  of  wheat  crop.  The 
actual  cost,  including  treatment  of  stubble  land,  drilling,  horse  feed, 
seed,  cutting  with  mower,  raking,  and  hauling  to  the  pits  was  $396, 
which  would  make  a  ton  of  ensilage  cost  $1.32. 

The  same  acreage  would  have  produced  100  tons  of  hay,  which 
would  have  cost  more  than  $896  to  harvest.  While  hay  is  a  more 
marketable  commodity,  and  also  suitable  for  horse  feed,  yet  a  ton  of 
ensilage  is  equal  to  a  ton  of  hay  for  feeding  sheep  and  cattle  during 
dry  seasons.  The  same  acreage  will  produce  3  tons  of  ensilage  to  1 
of  hay. 

STEEL  TOWEK  MOVED  BY  LIOHTHOUSE  BTTEEAtJ. 

Important  changes  in  the  arrangement  of  the  harbor  lights  at  She- 
boygan, "Wis.,  due  to  breakwater  improvements  by  the  United  States 
engineers,  have  recently  been  completed  by  the  United  States  Bureau 
of  lighthouses.  An  interesting  feature  was  the  removal  of  the  entire 
cylindrical  steel  tower  from  the  old  north  pier  nnd  its  replacement 
<m  a  concrete  foundation  on  the  new  breakwater. 

The  weight  of  the  tower  is  approximately  30  tons.  The  moving  of 
the  structure  was  by  means  of  a  scow  having  the  dimensions  35  by  120 
feet.  It  was  towed  to  the  breakwater  by  a  harbor  tugboat  and  trans- 
ferred to  the  new  location  on  timber  ways.  The  time  consumed  was 
one  day  for  preliminary  work,  one  day  for  actually  moving  the  tower, 
and  one  dxy  for  disposing  6t  the  gear  and  fastening  the  tower  in 
place. 
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HAASET  FOB  SOAP  IH  lEABAOASCAB. 

[Consul  James  G.  Carter,  Tamatavc,  Not.  10.] 

The  only  soap  imported  into  Madagascar  in  any  considerable 
quantity  is  common  laundry  or  kitchen  soap,  used  generally  by  the 
natives  for  their  toilet  and  for  household  purposes.  It  is  a  heavy 
brown  article  put  up  in  oblong  bars  about  15^  inches  long  and  2 
inches  square.  This  soap  comes  in  wooden  cases  and  is  packed  16 
bars  to  tiie  case,  weighing  50  pounds  net. 

The  most  popular  brand  is  that  put  up  by  Gossage  &  Sons  (Ltd.), 
of  Liverpool,  England,  and  for  a  number  of  years  it  has  enjoyed 
almost  a  monopoly  on  thm  market.  This  soap  is  slightly  scented 
with  carbolic  acid.  Notwithstanding  various  attempts  by  Continen- 
tal firms  to  duplicate  it,  they  have  thus  far  been  unsuccessful.  The 
"Umbrella"  brand,  from  ftiax'seille,  ig  very  much  like  the  Gossage 
soap  and  has  recently  made  some  headway  on  the  local  market,  but 
the  Gossage  soap  is  firmer  and  appeal's  to  possess  certain  qualities 
that  appeal  to  the  local  trade.  Lever  Bros.  (Ltd.),  of  Port  Sun- 
light, Liverpool,  England,  have  also  been  endeavoring  to  compete  on 
titis  market  through  local  firms,  but  indications  are  that  they  hare 
thus  far  not  done  \ery  much  business. 

Fri«et  and  Samples. 

There  are  some  other  brands  of  dark  and  light  soap  sold  in  small 
quantities,  but  the  (iJossage  and  the  Marseille  or  "  L  mbrella"'  brands 
are  the  only  ones  imported  in  considerable  quantities.  Thtse  soaps 
before  the  war  were  sold  at  wliolesale,  on  the  place,  for  15  to  16 
francs  ($2.90  to  $;i.OU)  per  case.  At  present,  however,  these  soaps 
sell  for  18  to  21  fi'ancs  (^.47  to  $4.05),  accoi-ding  to  the  supply. 

The  Gossage  soap  is  sold  to  the  trade  by  local  distributing  agents 
of  that  firm,  and  the  Marseille  soap  is  imported  by  the  Compagnie 
Marseillaise  de  Madaga.scar.  A  sample  of  the  Gossage  and  of  the 
*'  Umbrella"  or  Marseille  soap  accompanies  this  report  |and  may  be 
inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its 
district  offices;  refer  to  file  No.  75i)64.]  Inasmuch  as  this  class  of 
Boap  when  imijorted  from  the  United  States  pays  the  same  duty  (6 
fi'ancs  per  100  kilos,  or  $0.53  per  100  pounds)  as  does  the  Briti^ 
product,  it  may  be  that  ^Vmei'ican  firms  will  be  able  to  win  a  portion 
of  the  local  trade,  but  in  order  to  compete  successfully  it  will  be. nec- 
essary to  offer  an  article  (piite  similar  to  the  Gossage  brand  at  a 
price  laid  down  here  that  will  permit  the  importer  to  sell  at  the 
figures  quoted  above  and  at  the  same  time  have  a  reasonable  profit 
for  himself.  Price  cutting  is  sometimes  resorted  to  in  this  market  to 
crush  competition. 

Qaantlty  and  Value  of  Soap  Imported. 

On  account  of  disturl>ed  conditions  brought  about  by  the  outbreak 
of  war  Madagascar's  imports  of  laundry  soap  in  1914  amounted  to 
only  l,742,14:t  pounds,  valued  at  $69,401,  compared  with  2,889,867 
pounds,  valued  at  $141,027,  in  1913,  and  2,434,452  pounds,  valued  at 
$121,272,  in  1912.  In  the  first  six  months  of  1915,  however,  the  im- 
portation was  more  nomal  and  amoiinted  to  1,266,676  pounds,  valued 
at  $55,571. 

A  list  of  the  fii'ms  in  Madagascar  which  mi^ht  be  interested  in  a 
\>roi}osition  to  handle  American  soap  is  transmitted  [and  may  be  ob- 
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tained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its 
district  offices  bv  ai^ng  for  file  No.  70564].  Correspondence  with 
these  firms  should  be  in  French  and  prices  quoted  c.  i.  f.  destination 
or  nearest  local  port.  In  making  up  their  prices  exporters  can,  in  all 
probability,  obtain  freight  rates  from  New  York  to  Madagascar 
from  the  C^prien  Fabre  Line,  the  Compagnie  Generale  Trans- 
atlantique  Lme,  the  Union  Castle  Line,  and  perhaps  othei-s. 


After  tiie  new  year  there  should  be  good  possibilities  in  the 
Stavanger  dktrict  for  the  sale  of  American  sugar.  Until  recently 
the  attitude  has  been  that  sugar  from  the  United  States  would  com- 
mand a  prohibitive  price,  and  as  long  as  contracts  were  filled  as 
usual  from  other  sources  there  was  no  interest  in  the  American 
article.  Now,  however,  it  has  been  found  that  contracts  for  1915 
can  not  be  renewed  for  1916  and  It  is  a  question  of  obtaining  sugar 
at  any  price. 

American  su^r  in  general  Is  of  a  quality  much  superior  to  that 
used  here.  It  is  also  usually  so  much  more  expensive  that  it  is  not 
even  considered  by  buyers,  but  the  present  seems  to  offer  an  oppor- 
tunity for  its  introduction.  American  sirup  has  been  more  generally 
known  here  than  sugar;  in  1914  Stavanger  imported  191,763  pounds 
from  the  United  States.   The  same  year  274,120  pounds  came  from 


are  now  either  uncertain  or  altogether  dosed,  so  that  the  American 
article  should  come  into  more  general  use. 

No  sugar  or  sirup  is  made  in  Norway.  The  duty  on  sugar,  liquid 
i^ugar,  and  grape  and  starch  sirup  is  0.30  crown  per  kilo  (3.C5  cents 
per  pound).  Ordinary  sirup  and  molasses  with  less  than  70  per  cent 
sugar  content  are  free.  Stavanger  buyers  [whose  names  may  l>e  ob- 
tamed  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  it^ 
district  offices  by  asking  for  file  No.  70777]  want  samples  of  both 
sugar  and  sirup.  Prices  may  be  either  c.  i.  f.  or  f.  o.  b.  New  York. 
English  is  generally  used  in  correspondence. 


While  there  is  no  systematic  training  or  special  organization  for 
improving  the  technical  knowledge  of  railroad  apprentices,  and  espe- 
cially air-brake  men,  on  French  railroads,  those  used  for  air-brake 
service  are  chosen  from  experienced  workers  in  the  railroad  service. 
The  managing  director  of  the  French  Westinghouse  Brake  Co.  says: 

"  Some  of  the  state  railway  engineers  have  seen  the  system  of  spe- 
cial instruction  cars,  such  as  are  used  on  the  leading  railways  in 
America,  and  are,  I  believe,  considering  the  question  of  constructing 
one  or  two  of  these  instruction  cars  to  be  used  after  traffic  conditions 
return  to  their  noimal  basis." 


Asphalt  to  the  value  of  $549,269  was  invoiced  at  the  American  con- 
sular agency  at  Brighton,  Trinidad,  for  the  United  States  during 
1915,  compared  with  $291,037  worth  for  1914. 


suoAB  Am)  sntup  wakted  in  NOBWAY. 


[CoBSQl  Haarlet  P.  Dnnlap,  Stavanger,  Dec.  14.] 


Germany 


These  other  sourcep 


TBAINIHO  OF  AI&-BBAKE  MEN  IN  FBANCE. 

[Consol  Oenerol  A.  H.  Tbackani,  I'nrls,  Dec.  24.] 
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FBENCH  TRADE  IN  GHICOBT. 

[CoDHul  ijoDoral  A.  M.  Thackara,  Paris,  Dec.  17,1 

According  to  statistics  specially  prepared  for  the  Paris  consulate 
general  by  the  French  Customs  Service  the  imiwi-tations  of  chicory 
into  France  during  the  first  10  months  of  1915  consisted  of  122.G 
metric  tons  of  ^'een  chicory  root  (against  31.4  metric  tons  in  the  cor- 
responding period  of  1914),  1.7*23.C  tons  of  dried  chicory  root  (983.7 
tons  in  January-Octoiior,  ii*14),  iind  5,506.0  tons  of  prepared  (dried, 
roasted,  ground)  chicury  and  chicory  substitutes  (compared  with 
llG.l  tons  in  1!)14).  lielgiuin  fmnished  the  major  part  of  the  green 
and  practically  all  of  the  dried  roots,  but  ranked  fourth  in  ship- 
ments of  prepared  chicory,  the  United  States  coming  first  uitli 
2,483.8  tons  (as  against  a  tenth  of  a  ton  in  1914),  followed  by  Hol- 
land, Great  Britain,  and  Italy. 

The  actual  market  price  for  American  ground  chicory,  duty  paid, 
at  Havre,  France,  is  135  f  rancs  per  lOO  kilos  ($11.8'2  per  100  pounds) 
in  casks  of  about  300  pounds,  and  133  francs  ($11.04  per  100  pounds) 
in  saclts  of  110  pounds.  These  prices  are  sai<l  to  be  slightly  too  high 
as  compared  with  French  chicory,  and  the  market  is  not  very  active. 
The  import  duty  on  American  chicoi-y  is  12  francs  i)er  100  kilos 
($1.05  per  100  pounds). 

The  Chicory  Industry  of  France. 

Chicoi-y  is  cultivate  on  a  large  scale  in  France  chiefly  in  the 
Departments  of  the  north,  Pas-de-Calais,  Oise,  and  the  Ardennes. 
Tlie  area  sown  to  tliis  plant  is  said  to  exceed  8,000  hectares  [20,000 
acres]. 

Two  principal  varieties  are  recognized,  the  Tete  d'Angiiille  or 
Palingkop  and  the  improved  Magdeburg;  through  hybridization 
these  two  varieties  have  yielded  a  great  number  of  subvarieties.  The 
Palingkop  is  characterized  by  its  regular  rout  and  its  serrated  leaves 
with  red  ribs.  It  is  prefei-red  by  some  growers,  although  its  gross 
yield  is  less  than  that  of  the  Magdeburg  variety;  this  is  counter- 
balanced by  the  fact  that  it  dries  moi-e  i-eadily  and  is  ^jubject  to  less 
shrinkage  in  weight. 

Whichever  variety  is  selected,  the  seed  is  generally  sown  in  lines 
by  means  of  a  special  sowing  machine,  and  is  covered  by  harrowing 
and  completely  buried  by  passing  a  roller  over  the  field.  Eight  or 
10  days  after  sowing  the  seeds  sprout,  and  when  the  fourth  leaf  is 
open  the  thinning  out  begins,  followed  later  by  transplanting. 
Kethods  of  PreparatloiL 

In  France  chicory  is  harveste<l  from  September  25  to  November 
25  either  by  hand  or  by  plowing.  As  fast  as  the  (dants  in  one  line 
are  pulled  the  roots  are  gathered  in  heaps  after  the  removal  of  the 
leaves  and  are  roughly  cleaned.  They  are  then  transported  to  tlio 
factories,  where  they  are  mechanically  washed  in  flowing  water  and 
dumped  on  a  perforated  conveyer  that  permits  them  to  drain  whilo 
traveling  towanl  the  root-cutters.  The  roots,  when  cut  in  small 
pieces,  are  conveyed  to  the  malt  kilns  or  special  driers,  where  they 
remain  30  hours  or  more,  and  after  cooling  are  bagged. 

The  chicory,  having  now  become  friable,  passes  into  a  series  of 
crushers;  after  each  crushing  the  braken  material  is  passed  through 
ifif ters  that  divide  it  into  four  grades.  From  tlie  crushers  the  (^cory 
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goes  to  the  roasting  retorts  and  then  receives  a  final  manipulation, 
viz,  the  tinting,  which  consists  in  giving  the  ^ains  a  coating  of  im- 
palpable chicory  dust  The  last  operation  is  that  of  packing  the 
chicory,  either  by  hand  or  by  machinery. 

Since  the  war  began  chicory  has  been  replaced  by  various  prod- 
ucts, among  others  the  sweet  acorn,  borne  by  several  varieties  of  oak 
in  southern  France,  or  by  malt  (germinated  cereals,  particularly 
roasted  barley),  or  else  by  fig  coffee.  For  production  of  the  last- 
mentioned  coffee  substitute,  the  figs  of  Smyrna  or  Corfu  are  cut  into 
pieces  and  dried,  then  roasted  in  a  si)ecial  kiln. 

AHESXCAN  COTTOH  IN  TEE  FUNJAB. 

[Consul  Jamra  Oliver  Lalng,  KAnchi,  Not.  15.1 

Mr.  W.  Roberts,  professor  of  agriculture  at  the  Agricultural  Col- 
lege at  Lyallpore,  has  just  published  a  report  on  American  cotton  in 
the  Punjab,  northwest  India,  which  shows  that  the  estimated  area 
under  American  cotton  in  that  Province  in  1914  was  70,000  acres,  and 
that  in  1915  it  was  probably  larger.  Twelve  years  ago  there  was  no 
American  cotton  grown  in  this  district  except  a  few  plots  at  the  Hissar 
and  Lyallpore  GoTemment  farms.  In  1911  there  were  about  10,000 
acres  under  American  cotton,  and  dnce  that  time  the  increase  has  heeti 
larger  each  year. 

The  report  further  states  that  the  American  variety  i^ves  a  lai^r 
yield  than  the  desi  (local)  kind.  The  price  paid  in  the  local  markets 
for  American  cotton  is  generally  about  1  rupee  8  annas  ($0.48)  per 
maund  ($0.58  per  100  pounds)  more  than  the  native  variety.  Taking 
into  consideration  the  average  yield,  this  means  630,000  rupees 
(^!04,398)  a  year  to  the  growers.  In  1914  American  cotton  brought 
5  rupees  8  annas  to  6  rupees  8  annas  per  maund  ($2.16  to  $2.55  per 
100  pounds)  at  a  time  when  native  cotton  could  be  bought  for  3  nipiees' 
12  annas  ($1.47  per  100  pounds) .  It  is  therefore  a  practical  certainty 
that  the  area  of  American  cotton  in  the  Punjab  will  increase. 

According  to  this  report,  the  experimental  stage  has  passed  and  the 
American  plant  has  been  definitely  established.  Several  varieties 
were  introduced  at  first  and  the  natural  elimination  under  new  condi- 
tions took  place.  One  difficulty  has  been  to  prevent  the  crossing  of  the 
desi  and  the  American  varieties. 

Aside  from  Mr.  Roberts's  report,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  Ameri- 
can cotton  is  also  grown  in  the  Province  of  Sind,  in  which  Karachi  is 
located  and  is  doing  well.  It  is  said  that  when  the  American  cotton 
becomes  acclimated  it  resists  local  pests  quite  as  well  as  the  desi 
variety. 

JTOIHT-STOCE  COHFAHIES  IH  SCOTLAND. 

[Coiual  Bulus  ricmlng,  l^din burgh,  Dec.  27.] 

The  total  number  of  joint-stock  companies  registered  in  Scotland 
in  1915  was  216,  the  aggregate  capital  being  $15,973,794,  compared 
with  383  companies  in  1914  with  $37,370,427  capital.  The  decline 
■was  not  unexpected  in  view  of  the  fact  that  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  the  British  Treasury  announced  that  all  fresh  issues  of  capital 
m  the  United  Kingdom  must  have  its  approval. 

Comparing  the  fibres  for  the  two  years,  the  principal  decreases 
are  found  in  financial  investments,  amusements  and  spcHls,  and  the 
trade  m  liquor  and  dry  goods.  ^  , 
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EXPORTS  TO  SWITZEBLAND  FEOH  HAVEE. 

[Consul  John  Ball  Osboriw>,  Ilnvi-p,  Fronoe,  Dec.  l.] 

Several  reports  by  the  American  consuliite  genei-al  at  Paris  in 
regiird  to  tlio  best  route  through  France"  for  exports  of  nieiTliandise 
frojii  the  United  States  to  Switzerland  have  been  published  recently 
in  the  Commehce  Reports.  The  following  is  the  translation  of  a 
letter  bearing  on  this  subject  addressed  by  the  French  Ministry  of 
War  to  the  president  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Havre,  under 
date  of  November  28,  1035,  and  puldished  in  tlie  Havre  Ecb'ir  of 
December  1, 1015 : 

Begnlar  Route  via  Sontlieni  France. 

In  your  letter  of  November  8  jroii  cnlleil  niy  altciitloii  to  the  fact  that  ccrtitln 
flniis  of  Havre,  wlilcli  had  npiiltcd  for  authorization  to  make  exportations  to 
Switzerland,  had  ol>tnined  such  aiilliorizatlons  only  on  condition  that  ship- 
ments be  made  from  Ottc,  and  that  such  condition  could  not  be  complicfl  with 
on  account  of  Uiere  being  no  maritime  service  between  Havre  and  tfette; 
consequently,  you  re<iuest  lue  to  find  a  conibimition  wlilcli  will  meet  the  com- 
mercial requirements, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  shortage  of  means  of  transportation 
which  has  lM!en  cavised  by  the  present  conditions — with  which  difficulty  we  arc 
confronted  particularly  at  Havre  and  concei*nlng  which  you  are  well  aware — 
Imve  made  ft  necessary  to  ndopt  different  measures  in  dealing  wltb  the  forward- 
ing of  merchandise,  espe<rlally  that  destined  for  Switzerland.  The  port  of 
Cette  has.  In  principle,  been  designated  for  this  traffic,  and  a  certain  nnmlwr 
of  Swiss  freight  cars  are  employed  daily  for  the  transportation  of  goods  dis- 
charged there.  Shipments  of  very  small  Quantities  of  merchandise  continue, 
nevertlieles-s,  to  be  acc-epte^l  at  other  irorts.  These  are  the  reasons  whlcli  tmve 
compelled  me  to  adopt  the  measures  to  which  you  refer. 

For  certain  classes  of  merchandise,  however,  such  as  cotton  and  coffee,  the 
market  for  whidi  is  practically  localized  in  Havre  and  the  transiiortation  of 
which  Is  cstabUshetl  at  that  port,  I  have  designated  shipment  by  wator  via 
Saint  Jean  de  Losue. 

Weekly  Freight  from  Havre  to  Switzerland. 

In  the  meantime  I  have  been  making  efforts  to  see  if  it  were  not  possible 
to  establish  a  more  direct  means  of  transiwrtlng  merchandise  destined  for 
Switzerland  whicU  has  already  been  discharged  at  Havre.  To  this  end  I  liave 
arranged  for  a  departure  once  a  week  from  Havre  and  from  Rouen  and,  dar- 
ing a  period  of  tliree  or  four  weeks,  of  a  freight  train  with  closed  cars  be- 
lon^ng  to  the  Government  railway,  which  will  proceed  directly  to  Swltsser- 
land,  via  Delle.  In  order  to  permit  goods,  tlie  tran^rtatlon  of  which  has 
been  authorized  via  Cette,  to  go  by  this  train,  I  request  your  cooperation  to 
effect  the  return  to  me  of  said  authorizations  In  order  that  I  may  modify  tbe 
text  thereof. 

But  It  is  impossiI)ic  for  me  to  give  you  a  guaranty  that  this  system  will 
continue  in  tbe  future  to  operate  with  regubirtty.  C-ette  remains,  in  princi- 
ple, tlie  only  port  wbemv  merchaiidl^ic  cim  i)e  forwiir(le<l  regularly  to  Switzer- 
land. It  is  therefore  advisable  to  foi-wurd  Iniiwrtaut  shipments  to  that  port 
as  much  as  i>ossiblo. 


NEW  INDUSTRY  IN  PORT  OP  SPAIN 

iC^on-sul  Amlrpw  .7.  McCoonlco,  Trinidad,  nritlsh  West  Indipfl.1 

The  West  India  Biscuit  Co.  (Ltd.),  of  Trinidad,  cai>italized  at 
$75,000,  is  erecting  a  biscuit  factory  in  Port  of  Spain.  The  material 
used  in  the  construetion  of  the  plant  is  largely  American,  and  the. 
machinery  of  American  manufacture.  The  biscuits  to  be  manufac- 
tured will  be  of  the  hnrd-tack  variety,  so  much  in  demand  in  this  sec- 
tion among  large  portions  of  the  population,  and  the  kind  better 
adapted  to  withstand  the  humidity  of  the  climate.  Tlie  industry  is. 
financed  by  local  capital. 
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WAS  AFFECTS  BXTSAWB  SVFFLY  OF  N£EDI£S. 


{Consul  NclsoQ  Tnuler  Johnson,  Cbangstui,  China,  Not.  18.] 


The  Province  of  Himan  furnishes  a  considerable  mai'ket  for  for- 
eign needles,  having  imported  in  1010  a  total  of  64,380  thousands; 
in  1911,  32,312  thousands;  in  1912,  151,U5  thousands;  in  1913, 
192,250  thousands;  and  in  1914,  79.355  thousands.  All  but  1.700 
thousands  in  1912,  6,120  thousands  in  1913,  and  250  thousands  in 
1914  entered  through  the  port  of  Changsha.    The  falling  off  in  1914 


tofore  been  monopolized  by  two  of  the  belligerent  countries,  and  the 
decline  has  continued  during  1915 — 31,421  thousands  of  needles  hav- 
ing been  imported  in  the  first  half  of  1915,  as  contrasted  with  61,140 
thousands  in  the  corresponding  months  of  1914. 

The  demand  for  needles  is  divided  among  housewives,  tailors,  and 
professional  embroiderers.  The  popular  sizes  are  Nos.  4,  5,  8,  and 
9.  Nos.  4  and  5  are  the  larger  sizes  and  are  popular  with  house- 
wives for  use  in  domestic  sewmg;  the  smaller  sizes,  Nos.  8  and  9,  am 
used  by  tailors.  There  is  also  a  call  for  still  smaller  needles,  namely, 
^zes  10  and  12,  among  the  professional  embroiderers. 

Ibtliod  of  Sale. 

Needles  are  retailed  to  purchasers  in  and  about  Changslia  by  small 
fiiiops  dealing  in  sundries;  also  by  peddlers  who  carrv  their  wares  to 
the  housewiK  in  her  home.  The  shops  are  supplied  through  large 
foreign  houses  at  Shanghai  and  Hankow,  which  act  as  intermediaries 
between  the  forei^  manufacturer  and  the  Chinese  buyer.  These 
supply  houses  maintain  agencies  in  the  open  ports  of  the  interior, 
study  the  requirements  of  the  market,  and  fill  orders,  large  or  small, 
from  their  warehouse  stocks. 

There  are  two  "  chops  "  of  needles  on  this  market. '  Samples  of  the 
oldest  and  most  popular  brand  are  forwarded  [and  may  be  inspected 
at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  distnct  of- 
fices by  asking  for  file  No.  70654] ;  it  is  called  the  "  Crown  chop." 
These  needles  retail  on  the  streets  at  8  copper  cents  per  package  of  25. 
Ten  cents  Mexican  at  present  valuation  is  equal  to  3.8  cents  United 
States.  A  newer  brand  has  the  letters  O.  T.  T.  O.  stamped  on  each 
needle  near  the  head;  it  is  more  brittle  than  the  "Crown"  and 
cheaper.   Both  needles  "are  very  brightly  polished. 

The  "Crown  chop"  needles  are  packed  for  f-hipment  in  small 
wooden  boxes  holding  50  packages  of  5,000  needles  per  package. 
Each  lot  of  50  packages  is  wrapped  in  heavy  manila  paper,  and  the 
box  is  bound  with  iron.  The  small  packets  of  25  needles  are  made 
proof  against  dampness  by  having  the  needles  themselves  wrapped 
with  heavy  lead  paper. 


District  Offices  of  the  Bnreaa  of  Forei^  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

ITew  Tork,  Koom  409  United  States  Cnstomliouse ;  Boston,  «lg:hteenth  floor 
United  States  Cnstomhoiif e ;  Chicago,  604  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  402  Third 
National  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  62l  Post  Office  Bnilding;  New  Orleans,  1020 
Eihentia  Bank  Building;  San  Tranclsoo,  306  TTnlted  States  Customhonse;  Seattle, 
M2  Alaska  Building.  CooperatiTe  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamher  of  Com- 
aeree;  Ctndmatl,  Chmmber  of  Conuneroe;  Los  Angeles,  Chaniber  of  Conmeree; 
Detroit,  Board  of  Commeree;  fhilade^h^,  Chamber  of  Commerco;  Bavemport 
(lovR),  Commeroial  Clab. 
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FOKEIGN  TEADE  OPPOETtmiTIES. 

Hcwvprl  luIiiiVKsos  may  lii*  otitnlnr^l  from  the  Bnrean  find  its  diatrlct  nfflcen.  Ilequest 
for  cui-b  upiiurtuulty  ubould  be  un  a  Bvparutc  Rlicet  and  the  flle  namber  given. 

liifc,  coffvr.  hrans,  rornn,  flour,  harley,  tea,  dr..  No.  19S89. — An  American 
coiisiiliir  ollict'i-  in  (Jmn-e  leiwrtH  tliat  ii  man  in  his  (Ustriot  cIo.slres  to  com- 
niunieati'  with  .\iii<'i'!caii  exporters  of  rit-o,  coITop,  beans,  cocoa,  flour, 
l)iirley,  tea.  ciiraniels.  lol>st(>rs,  chewing  pnim,  gUicose,  fat  and  stearin  for 
butter,  s(h1Iiiui  silicate,  clothing  for  women,  carpets,  blankets,  men's  fiir- 
iiishiiigs,  sail  clotli,  safely  pins,  leather  Roods,  flannels,  and  woolen  goods. 
Corresi)onden<'e  may  be  In  French  or  modern  (ireek. 

Offine  stipplUs,  No.  lOSiM). — The  Bnreau  is  in  receipt  of  un  Inquiry  from  a 
man  in  Spain  wlio  desires  to  establish  couniiercial  relations  with  American 
ininrnfjH'lnrers  of  oIIi<-e  n!tipplii>s,  such  as  typewriters,  carbon  papi'r.  etc. 

Cotton  thraiil.  No.  lOSDI.— An  American  consular  oflicor  In  llrazil  writes  that 
n  man  in  bis  district  desires  to  purpbnse  American  yarn,  both  nnbleached 
and  In  colors.  The  tyjH^s  most  desired  are  Nos.  2/40  and  2/80,  the  foruier 
containing  2  threads  nnd  40,ix)0  meters  per  kllo^am  (about  69,636  ft.  per 
lb.  avoirdupois).    Samples,  prices,  and  tei'ms  of  sale  are  desired  at  once. 

Atitomobile  tires.  No.  19892. — An  American  consular  officer  In  an  Insular  pos- 
session transmits  a  list  of  automobile  dealers  in  his  district  who  desire 
to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  automobile  tires.  Quotations, 
c.  1.  f.  destination,  should  be  sent. 

Black  Hcalc,  irax.  No.  — A  commission  agent  In  (Jreece  Informs  an  American 

consular  officer  that  he  desij'es  to  communicate  with  American  mnnufitc- 
turers  ami  exporters  of  black  scale  wax,  known  also  as  crude  paraffin  scales. 
The  product  must  be  of  a  dark  color,  must  contain  nt  least  15-20  per  cent 
mineral  oil,  and  the  melting  iralnt  must  not  exceed  46-17  degrees  C.  (11&- 
116  degrees  Fahrenheit).   Uffers  and  samples  should  be  sent. 

CelluJoith  No.  198&1. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Spain  reports  that  a  man 
in  his  district  desires  to  represent  American  mauufacturcrs  and  exporters 
of  celluloid.   Corresriondeuce  may  be  tu  English.   References  are  given. 

TVoffons  for  tlclivery  of  kei-oseiic,  No.  J989ri, — An  American  consular  officer  In 
'Brazil  writes  that  a  niau  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and 
price  lists  froui  American  manufacturers  of  i)etroleum  tnuk  carts,  or  four- 
wheeled  wagons,  for  the  mral  delivery  of  kerosene  in  bulk.  Correspondence 
may  be  In  Engllf4i.  Quotations,  f.  o.  b.  Ne^v  York,  on  two  sucb  wagons 
should  be  sent  iuunedintely. 

Htti  monium  reeds.  No.  19.S9G. — A  firm  In  India  informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  It  dralres  to  be  placed  In  touch  nith  American  firms  dealing  in 
bnrmouium  I'eeds. 

Tejrttlci,  No.  1!).S!>7. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Deumark  reports  that  a 
man  in  his  district  desires  to  reftreseut  American  manufacturei's  of  textiles. 
Detailed  hiforuiatiuu  as  to  the  classes  of  textiles  desired  may  he  had  on 
application  to  the  Bureau  or  Us  district  offices.  OoiiTspoudencc  may  be  In 
English,    iteferences  ai"e  given. 

C'uMum  chUtriih;  No.  19S9S. — An  .\mericau  consular  officer  in  the  Uidted  King- 
dom writes  that  n  tlrni  in  his  district  desires  to  purchase  quantities  of 
chloride  of  calcium. 

t'ocrt  icarc.1,  No.  IDStK). — .\  man  in  Bolivia  informs  an  American  consular  officer 
that  he  desires  to  comniuuicate  with  imiiorters  In  the  ITnlted  States  who 
desire  to  purchase  leaves  of  the  coca  plant,  shipments  to  Ih*  made  via  Arlca. 
C'OrresiN>ndence  should  be  In  Spanish, 


Crude  as!>estos,  amounting  to  3,077  tons,  valued  at  $621,720;  asbes- 
tos fiber,  amounting  to  30.744  tons,  valued  at  $887,148;  and  asbestos 
sand,  amounting  to  14,210  tons,  valued  at  $106,869  were  invoiced  at 
the  American  consulate  at  SheVbrooke,  Canada,  for  the  United  States 
during  1915. 
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ADDITIONS  10  DANISH  EMBAEOO  ZIST. 

{Cnblegrtiin  from  AmTlonn  consttl  general,  Copenhngen,  Jan.  20.1 

The  exportation  of  liiien  rags,  beechwood  staves,  and  barrels  from 
Denmark  has  been  prohibited. 


AKRIVAL  OF  &USSIAN  GOODS  IN  UNITED  STATES. 

[Commorclal  .Agent  K.  C.  Porter,  New  York.  Jan.  18.1 

As  a  result  of  the  agreement  entered  into  bv  the  Kus!iian  Govern- 
ment and  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  o^  facilitating  the  move- 
ment of  goods  from  Russia  to  the  United  States,  a  considerable 
amount  of  mei'chandise  has  been  shipped  and  both  Kussian  and 
American  business  interests  have  been  materially  assisted. 

During  the  period  from  September  15,  1915,  to  January  1,  1916, 
86  applications  requesting  permission  from  the  Russian  authorities 
to  make  shipments  of  Russian  goods  to  the  United  States  were  filed 
■with  the  New  York  office  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce.  Tlie  value  of  the  goods  covered  by  these  applications 
amount  to  $1,643,322.  Of  the  total  applications,  54  were  approved 
by  the  Russian  authorities,  8  are  still  pending  awaiting  action  by 
the  Petrograd  autliorities,  and  24  were  i-ejected  by  the  Russian  au- 
thorities on  account  of  military  necessities.  The  value  of  the  goods 
covered  by  the  applications  approved  amounted  to  $l,22ii.'279.  The 
value  of  the  goods  covered  by  the  applications  rejected  amounted 
lo  $417,043. 

Transportation  Facilities  In  Russia. 

The  chief  feature  of  interest  in  the  results  secured  by  this  trade 
agreement  is  in  connection  with  the  actual  receipt  of  goods  from 
Russia.  It  must  be  remembered  that  interior  transportation  difficul- 
ties in  Russia  have  caused  considerable  delay,  and  in  many  cases  the 
failure  of  goods  to  arrive  has  been  due  to  the  lack  of  ti'ansportation 
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facilities.  In  spite  of  these  difBculties  fairly  satisfactory  results  have 
been,  obtained  in  the  actual  movement  of  goods  from  Russia,  and  the 
total  value  of  merchandise  received  in  New  York  up  to  January  1, 
under  the  terms  of  the  arrangement,  amounted  to  approximately  $550,- 
000.  A  good  illustration  of  thi  satisfactory  working  of  this  arrange- 
ment was  shown  in  the  arrival  of  the  steamships  Cs^ritsa  and  Kurshy 
of  the  Russian- American  Line,  in  New  York  on  January  3  and  4. 
The  bulk  of  the  cargoes  carried  on  these  steamers  came  forward 
under  the  terms  of  the  arrangement  and  were  consigned  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  Commerce,  and  included  57  bales  of  Persian  lambskins,  147 
bales  of  miscellaneous  fur  skins,  16  cases  of  gum  tragacanth,  and  25 
packages  of  fishline. 

Bonds  to  Cover  Shipmenti— Cooperation  of  Kussiaa  Anthorlties. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  arrangement,  bonds  covering  the  value  of 
each  shipment  made  have  to  be  filed  with  the  proper  Russian  authori- 
ties in  the  United  States.   Up  to  the  present,  bonds  to  the  value  of 

$511,000  have  been  accepted  by  the  Russian  authorities.  In  addition 
to  the  above  amount  a  certain  quantity  of  merchandise  has  been 
received  in  the  United  States  for  which  no  bonds  were  necessary. 
This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  certain  commodities  which  at  the  time  of 
the  formulation  of  the  agreement  were  under  embargo  have  since 
been  removed  from  the  embargo  list.  Within  the  last  few  months 
caraculs,  lambskins,  and  a  num^  of  other  fur  ^ins  have  been  placed 
on  the  list  of  articles  which  may  be  exported  without  special  permit, 
and  a  considerable  quantity  of  such  goods  have  been  received  m  New 
York,  consigned  to  the  Secretary  of  Commerce,  but  for  which  no 
bonds  were  filed.  The  value  of  these  goods  amounts  to  approxi- 
mately $150,000,  ^ 

The  commodities  imported  from  Russia  so  far  have  been  princi- 
pally fur  skhis,  such  as  caracul  skins,  lambskins,  moufloon  skins, 
trimmer  skins,  and  other  fur  skins;  also  large  shipments  of  clover, 
field  ^ass,  and  alfalfa  seed;  fibers,  consisting  of  flax  tow  and  flax; 
chemicals  and  drugs,  including  lycopodium,  licorice  root,  gum  traga- 
eanth,  and  glycerin  j  and  a  miscellaneous  assortment  of  other  com- 
modities such  as  caviar,  jewelry,  oil,  and  rennets. 

The  commodities  which  have  been  rejected  have  been  woolj  calf- 
skins, goatskins,  pony  skins,  and  sheepskins,  in  addition  to  miscella- 
neous articles  such  as  rubber  goods,  linen  crash,  and  a  few  other 
articles. 

The  Russian  authorities  have  been  very  cordial  in  their  coo^ration 
in  assisting  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Dom^ic  Commerce  in  mak- 
ing every  effort  to  carry  out  these  arrangements  smoothly  and  with 
as  little  loss  of  time  as  possible;  and  American  business  interests 
should  appreciate  the  work  of  Commercial  Attach6  Medzikhovsky, 
of  the  Russian  Imperial  Government,  who  has  done  so  much  to  assist 
in  carrying  through  this  agreement. 

Quantities  and  Talaea  of  Goods  Covered  by  Applications. 

The  following  table  shows  the  classes  and  values  of  goods  covered 
by  applications  for  export  from  Russia  during  the  period  from  Sep- 
tember 15, 1915,  to  January  1, 1916  (pood=36.112  pounds;  kilo=2.2 
pounds) : 
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Arliclos. 


CamA's  hati  pounds. 

Cotton  goods:  Lbun  onsb  yards. 

CheniicnLi,  drugs,  otc.: 

Lycopodium  kHos. 

Ergot  of  ryo  do 

Cantharid*j  do  ... 

Calcined  carbonate  of  potash  tons. 

Glycerin  do  .. 

Casein  pounds. 

IJDortce  root  tons., 

Qma  trafscanth  (40  cases)  owt,. 

Fibm:  Flax  tow  and  flax  tons., 

Fish:  Caviar.  poods.. 

Hides  and  skbis:  *^ 

CaUskins  pieces.. 

Goatskins,  sheepskins,  and  colt  skins  do. . , , 

Caraculs.  do.'.., 

Squlrrd skins  do  ... 

Uunb^dn*.  do.... 

Krfnuner  sUns.  do ... . 

ICouOoon  skins  do.... 

AU  other  (Inrludfng  vblteand  red  fox  skins,  ermlnej,  white  hair  skins,  opo^ 

nuns, foxtails,  nuumots,  tslupenskfais  pieces.. 

J«wdi7:  Silver  articles  case.. 

OIL 

B  Itch-tor  oO  barrels . . 

Fnsd  oU  drums,. 

Rennets. 


    piece;. 

Rnbber  goods:  Old  rubber  gidoshes  poods . , 

Riqm:  Russian  benp  bolt  rope  do. . . 

Seed:  Red  clover,  white  clover,  field,  grass,  and  alfolib  pounds. 

Sleep  Intestines  and  casings  pieces. 

Vegetables:  Dried  mushrooms  pounds.. 

Wool  :..dQ... 


Total. 


Qnantity. 


524,979 

m,<m 

f.,500 

2,om 

1,000 
lOO 

22,400 
3,000 
CO 
200 
flO 

27S,436 
404,677 

22,S50 
852,537 

14,500 
6,480 

10,200 

380,996 
1 

42 

100 
200,000 
6,400 
3.000 
2,002,640 
1,358,000 
19,900 
1,316,284 


Value. 


>111,953 

2,880 

5,425 

4,890 

61,000 
50,000 
1,091 
150,000 

n,i3s 

22,400 
44S 

117,800 
173,  <M8 
15,216 
60,772 
38,400 
8,037 
8,720 

177,114 
176 

1,000 
24,730 
90,000 
13, 107 
11,200 
177,841 
168,040 
14,600 
221,400 


1,643,322 


HETHOI)  BEVEIOFEB  FOB  SETECTIHa  SESIK  IN  DBIEBS. 

A  method  has  been  developed  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of 
Standards  for  the  detection  of  resin  in  driers,  which  is  reliable  except 
when  the  resin  content  is  very  small,  e.  g.,  less  than  6  per  cent  of  the 
ash-free  nonvolatile  portion.  Technologic  Paper  No.  66  of  the  pub- 
lications of  the  bureau  gives  the  details  of  the  investigation  that  was 
conducted. 

The  usual  laboratory  examination  of  driers  includes  the  determin- 
ation of  the  amount  and  nature  of  the  volatile  thinner,  the  amount 
and  nature  of  the  ash,  a  qualitative  test  for  rosin,  and  drying  tests 
with  linseed  oil.  Purchasers  of  oil  driers  presumably  desire  material 
that  is  free  from  resins,  and  therefore  a  method  for  the  detection  of 
the  resin  was  needed.  Copies  of  the  paper  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  at  5  cents'each. 


Two-Gent  Postal  Bate  to  British  Guiana. 

According  to  an  agreement  between  the  postal  authorities  of  the 
TTnited  States  and  British  Guiana,  the  prepaid  rate  of  postage  be- 
tween the  tw'o  countries,  commencing  January  1,  191G,  is  2  cents  per 
ounce.  This  arrangement  applies  only  to  the  British  colony  named. 
The  letter  rate  to  all  other  British  colonies,  except  the  Bahamas,  Bar- 
bados, British  Honduras,  Leeward  Islands,  and  Newfoundland,  re- 
mains as  heretofore,  5  cents  for  the  first  ounce  or  fraction  thereof  and 
3  cents  for  each  additional  ounce  or  fraction  thereof. 
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BBITZSH  BITLES  FOB  FASSEHaSE  lATTKCHES. 

[CoDBul  General  Robert  P.  Skinner,  London,  Jan.  8.1 

The  Marine  Department  of  the  British  Board  of  Trade  has  isECued 
a  circular  notice  to  motor  owners  and  manufacturers,  setting  forth 
the  requirements  as  to  motor  launches,  which  will  become  effective 
after  March  31, 1916.  Launch  owners  and  builders  and  motor  manu- 
facturer are  informed  that  any  motor  launch,  new  or  old,  coming 
under  surrey  for  a  Board  of  Trade  passenger  certificate  for  the  first 
time  should  be  fitted  ^ith  motors  uang  paraffin  oil,  or  other  fuel  faav- 
ing  a  fljwh  point  of  not  less  than  73°  F.,  Abel's  closed  test 

It  is  stated  that  although  it  is  desirable  not  to  carry  any  petrol 
(gasoline)  on  board  these  launches,  a  small  quantity  may,  if  necessary, 
be  allowed  for  starting  purposes,  provided  it  is  limited  to  the  smallest 
quantity  practicable  for  the  motor.  No  petrol  can  be  carried  in  a 
closed  motor  room,  or  in  any  closed  space  used  by  the  passengers  or 
crew.  The  petrol  tank  must  either  be  placed  on  deck,  and  provided 
with  a  suitaole  wooden  covering,  or  placed  in  an  isolated  and  well- 
ventilated  compartment. 

YesMis  Beyond  Certain  Limits  to  be  of  Iron  or  Steel. 

Vessels  propelled  by  motors  and  plying  beyond  the  Steam  5  and  6 
limits,  it  is  ordered,  should  be  constructed  of  iron  or  steel  and  the  deck 
over  the  motor  space  (including  the  room  c<mtaining  the  fuel  tanks) 
should  be  made  of  steel  and  sheathed  outside  with  wood.  The  bulk- 
heads bounding  the  motor  space  should  be  of  iron  or  steel,  and  there 
should  be  no  woodwork  in  the  space. 

It  is  required  that  exhaust  pipes  shall  be  water-cooled  to  the  extent 
that  no  unjacketed  exhaust  pipe  will  be  permitted  in  any  inclosed 
motor  or  other  room  if  the  temperature  oi  the  pipe  exceeds  400°  F. 
under  full  working  conditions.  The  upper  halves  of  flywheels, 
dutches,  and  revolving-gear  cases  are  to  be  fitted  with  sheet-m^al 
splash  guards. 

BEAZH'S  FOKEiaN  COUHEBCE  FOE  TEN  UOKTHS. 

Official  statistics  of  the  forei^  commerce  of  Brazil  for  the  first  ten 
months  of  1915  show  a  steady  increase  in  both  imports  and  exports, 
though  the  total  imports  of  $121,570,037  fell  short  of  those  in  the 
corresponding  period  of  1914  to  the  extent  of  $35,136,130.  The  total 
exports  for  this  period,  however,  show  a  gain  of  $17,850,323  over  1914. 
The  shipments  of  coffee  increased  in  value  from  $103,977,639  for  the 
1914  period  to  $121 .180,717  for  the  1915  period ;  cacao  from  $7,012,627 
to  $11,084,407;  hides  and  skins  from  $9,942,259  to  $14,808,759;  sugar 
from  $1,410,152  to  $3,664,475;  and  yerba  mate  from  $6,676,838  to 
$7,689,070.  There  was  a  decrease  in  the  exports  of  rubberj  cotton, 
and  tobacco. 

Pure  HUk  for  Guayaquil. 

An  ordinance  for  regulating  dairies  in  Guayajjuil  and  guaranteeing 
pure  milk  for  the  residents  of  that  Ecuadorian  city  is  under  considera- 
tion and  will  probably  be  passed  by  the  municipal  board.  As  now 
drawn  up,  reports  Consul  General  Frederic  W.  Goding,  the  ordinance 
requires  that  permission  must  be  obtained  from  the  municipal  authori- 
ties for  the  operation  of  a  dairy  and  stipulates  that  only  tuberculin- 
tested  cows  may  be  kepti 
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3STJB0PEAK  COKSITIONS  HALT  AROENTIKE  PORT  WORKS. 

[Vice  CoDBUl  JobD  S.  Calvert,  Dnooos  AlrcH,  Pec.  I'J.] 

An  arrnngement  has  been  effected  between  the  contrnctois  for  the 
new  port -extension  work  in  Buenos  Aires  and  the  Argentine  (Sovern- 
ment,  by  which  the  former  are  to  maintain  the  worky  in  llieir  present 
state  until  the  European  money  market  is  in  such  a  eondition  as  to 
permit  the  contract  to  be  resumed. 

The  (jovernnieut  has  from  the  start  insisted  upon  adhering  to  the 
letter  of  its  contract,  by  which  it  was  to  pay  for  the  work  in  5  per  cent 

fold  bonds,  which  the  contractoi*s  were  to  negotiate  in  one  of  the 
luropean  iinaneial  markets.  The  contractors,  liowcver,  on  account 
of  the  abnormal  financial  conditions  prevailing,  and  the  prohibition 
of  the  inves:tnient  of  funds  of  the  European  country  in  foreign  enter- 
prises, were  unable  to  disjwse  of  the  bonds. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  present  settlonient  of  the  matttM-,  all  further 
construction  work  will  he  suspended  until  such  time  as  financial  con- 
ditions are  favorable,  the  contractoi-s  l>eing  at  lilwrty  to  retain  the 
contract  withoiit  the  obligation  to  contintip  operations.  It  will  cost 
them  about  $'>l.yOO.  United  States  currency,  ]>er  m(mt!),  to  maintain 
the  works  in  their  pi-esent  state.  About  $15,000,000  X^nited  States 
currency  has  already  been  expended  on  these  works,  which  call  for  a 
total  expenditure  of  $'26,703,000  United  States  currency. 


RTTIES  QOVERNING  FOREIGN  SHIPS'  CREWS  AT  MARSEILLE. 

Copies  of  regulations  issued  by  the  authorities  at  Mai-seille,  France, 
to  govern  the  landing  of  crews  of  foreign  ships  at  that  port,  have  l>een 
received  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Navigation.  Among  the 
provisions  of  these  regidations  are : 

The  coittains  of  snUl  vcsj^elw  [nf  cmiiniercc  of  aU  iistHoiisl  will  he  eqiiaUy  lieUl 
under  tiielr  ])ei'sonnl  resixUL-jiltlllty,  to  forMtl  tlio  InmiliiK  of  nny  iih'iiiIkt  of  the 
crew  or  personnel  ns  well  as  nny  |)usseiiRer  not  Only  furiilshtnl  with  inu)ers  of 
identiftcutioD  and  the  author izatluu  uf  the  siiecinl  cuiuuiii«siuner  of  the  i)oi-ts 
of  Marseille. 

Members  of  erewa  of  forelRii  i-essels  nuist,  before  belnff  nllowp;!  to  huul  from 
their  vessels  or  enter  the  city,  be  furnished  with  hlentific-alloii  piipcrs.  IrshihI  by 
the  captain  i»f  (he  vessel,  under  Ids  resiM>ns[bi1ity  and  visit-d  liy  the  speclnl  com- 
missioner of  the  jwrts,  these  pai>ers  setting  forth  the  sunmaie,  ('hristinn  name, 
age,  natlonulfty,  iiosition  on  board,  and  l)earhi.s;  a  iihoto^rtiiih  of  the  tnterestetl 
party. 


BVOTS  RETAINED  OK  STATION  DT  WINTER. 

In  order  that  the  requirements  of  navigation  in  Xarragausett  Bay, 
Fishers  Island  Sound,  Long  Island  Soimd  and  tributaries,  and  New 
York  Lower  Bay  may  be  more  perfectly  met,  arrangements  have 
been  made  in  the  third  district  uy  the  TTnited  States  liureau  of 
Lighthouses  to  continue  a  nimiber  of  the  buoys  in  these  watere  for- 
merly removed  in  winter,  on  station  throughout  the  year,  except  when 
ice  conditions  make  their  temporary  removal  necessary.  A  i-ecent 
Notice  to  Mariners  gives  the  names  and  locations  of  30  buoys  affected 
by  this  arrangement,  classified  as  follows:  Four  gas  and  hell  buoys, 
13  gas  buoys,  4  cans,  2  nuns,  and  7  spars. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SIO  OOUHEBOB  mPOBTS. 

KAKEET  COHnmOXS  FOS  BOVm  AFBIGAV  PBOBirCE. 

[Conral  B.  A.  Wakafleld,  Port  BUubetb.  Dec  &] 

The  market  for  South  African  produce  in  Port  Elizabeth  during  the 
last  two  or  three  weeks  has  been  comparatively  good  when  the  general 
conditions  are  considered.  Light  fleecy  wools  and  good  grease  wools 
of  all  descriptions  have  reached  high  prices,  due,  entirely  to  American 
purchases.  Bradford  wool  buyers  are  not  heavy  purchasers  in  the 
South  African  market  at  present. 

Mohair  has  been  comparatively  qtiiet  with  little  demand  at  medium 
prices,  and  ostrich  feathers  are  still  selling  at  low  figures.  Hides  and 
skins,  particularly  the  latter,  have  been  m  good  demand. 
Demand  for  Wool  and  Hohalr. 

The  presence  of  American  buyers  at  the  weekly  catalogue  wool  sales 
and  at  the  different  warehouses,  has  given  an  impetus  to  the  wool 
trade,  in  marked  contrast  to  ordinary  market  conditions  before  the 
outbreak  of  war. 

At  the  weekly  sale  on  November  26, 29  cents  per  pound  was  bid  for 
long  grease  wool  and  on  December  3, 31^  cents  per  poxmd  was  realized. 
These  are  record  prices  for  the  Port  Elizabeth  market  and,  up  to  that 
time,  probably  for  all  South  Africa.  In  fact,  all  wools  of  reasonable 
grades,  including  crossbreds,  and  coarse,  and  colored,  are  in  good 
demand  at  comparatively  high  prices.  But  low-grade  grease  wools, 
faulty  and  seedy,  are  practically  unsalable.  Unfortunately  this 
marb^t  accumulates  large  quantities  of  th^  latter  grades  and  pos- 
sibly the  propoi-tion  is  greater  than  usual  this  year  because  of  the 
extensive  drought  and  consequent  poor  condition  of  sheep. 

There  is  a  slight  demand  for  winter  hair  and  a  few  sales  have  been 
made  at  21  cents  per  pound.   No  other  sales  have  been  made  nor  is 
there  apparently  any  demand  for  other  lines. 
Harket  Conditions  In  Skins  and  Hides — Ostrioh  TeatAers. 

The  market  in  skins  and  hides  is  firm  and  all  reasonably  good  lines 
are  easily  disposed  of.  Both  sheep  and  goat  skins  are  slightly  highei- 
in  price  and  there  seems  to  be  a  good  demand  from  America  for  both 
lines. 

The  market  for  ostrich  feathers  has  been  quite  freely  supplied  but 
the  quantity  of  stocks  is  not  quite  up  to  the  old  standard.  For  the 
week  ended  November  27,  a  large  amount  was  disposed  of  ;  12,058 
pounds  were  sold  for  $48,750.  On  the  following  week  ending  De- 
cember 4,  8,013  pounds  were  sold  for  $21,845.  While  the  sales  for  the 
present  week  have  not  yet  been  officially  stated,  they  will  probably 
total  between  $40,000  and  $50,000.  The  demand  for  whites  has  been 
fairly  good  and  prices  are  slightly  hi^er;  tails  remain  unchan^d, 
^hile  blacks  and  drabs  are  cheaper. 

SANITABY  STATIONS  IN  COLOKBIA. 

[Consul  Isaac  A.  Uannlng,  Barrangailla.  Dec.  22.1 

Law  No.  42,  of  November  8,  1915j  of  the  Colombian  Congress  au- 
thorizes the  Junta  Central  de  Hygiene  (BogotA)  to  begin  the  con- 
struction of  a  sanitary  station  at  Buenaventura  and  appropriated 
$20,000  for  this  purpose.  An  additional  appropriation  of  $10,000 
was  provided  for  the  completion  of  the  sanitary  station,  wards,  bac- 
teriological laboratory,  and  a  pin:  at  the  Santa  Marta  sanitaiy 
station. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOHMEBCE  EEPOBTS. 


811 


BramOUS  SAT.EBMEW  UHPOPULAB  IN  SOUTH  AHEKICA. 

[Connd  O.  Ga;lord  Harsh,  detailed  as  vice  consul,  Ottawa,  Canada,  Jan.  3.] 

Advice  as  to  the  choice  of  salesmen  for  Latin  America  is  given  in  a 
"Handbook  for  ex^rt  to  South  America,"  written  by  a  Canadian 
trade  commissioner  in  South  America,  andJ>iibUshed  by  the  Canadian 
Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce.  It  shows  the  opinion  of  a 
trade  representative  of  a  foreign  Government,  which  has  issued  a  very 
practical  handbook  on  the  tocnnique  of  South  American  trade  for  the 
use  of  its  manufacturers.  He  says: 

A  salesman  golnfi  to  n  foreign  t-ountiy  sliould  Iw  of  exeinplnry  liiiMtH.  This 
shoiiUI  be  so  obvious  to  anyone  tluit  it  slionUl  lie  minpressnry  ovi>n  to  mention  It, 
but  strniisely  thl.s  |>oint  Is  often  overlooked  ;  or  It  may  be  that  a  nnin  is  sonietimeg 
sent  iibroad,  nlttiough  kuowu  to  be  M>mcwhat  unsteady  ber-au^sc  lie  bus  l>een  found 
to  be  successful  la  securing  ordei-s  at  home.  To  make  such  an  erL>or  as  this  is 
fatal. 

Another  most  Important  characteristic  is  that  the  snlesman  should  poRRess  a 
modest  demeani»r.  A  bumptious  man,  who  will  Insist  on  Impressing  u|)on 
present  or  prosjiectlve  customers  his  own  and  hts  country's  importance,  usually 
succee<lfl  In  antagonizing  them.  Importers  in  Latin  America  liavo  grown  very 
tired  of  hearing  rommercial  travelers  from  the  Unlteil  States  extolling  the 
superiority  of  their  country,  its  methods,  and  Its  products.  It  niiiy  safely  l>e  said 
that  tills  failing  Is  respoaslble  for  their  losing  several  millions  of  business  every 
ye;ir.  A  warning  may  also  be  given  against  the  exwsslve  use  of  siting.  In 
South  America  It  Is  of  little  avail,  much  of  it  not  being  understood,  and  too  free 
use  is  ni)t  to  rob  the  conversation  of  seriousness  nnd  dignity.  This  does  not 
mean  that  all  American  salesmen  are  objectionable;  many  of  them  are  highly 
educated  and  expert  In  their  business;  but  alnci^  the  complaint  Is  frequently 
heard,  it  is  well  to  warn  Canadian  exporters,  that  they  may  avoid  these  mistokes. 


ABEA  UNSEB  CROPS  Ut  ABGENTINA. 

[Vice  OoDfltil  John  S.  Calvert,  Bn«DOs  AIr«fi,  D«c.  10.] 

According  to  data  recently  i)ublished  by  the  Division  of  Kural 
Economy  and  Agricultural  ^atistics  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
of  Argentina,  the  area  sown  witli  wheat,  oats,  and  flaxseed  for  the 
1915~1G  crop  season  is  estimated  as  follows:  AVlieat,  lG,32S,6oS  aci*es; 
flaxseed,  4,059,921  acres;  and  oats,  2,631,058  acres. 

Tliese  figures  compared  with  similar  estimates  of  a  year  ago,  indi- 
cate that  there  is  an  increase  of  5i  per  cent  in  the  area  sown  with 
wheat,  while  in  the  areas  sown  to  flaxseed  and  oats  there  is  a  de- 
crease of  nearly  5  per  cent  and  10  per  cent,  respectively. 

There  is  a  noticeable  increase  in  the  wheat  acreage  in  the  Provinces 
of  San  Juan,  Mendoza,  and  Entre  Rios,  where  the  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture has  distribnted  large  quantities  of  wheat  seed  gratis  among 
the  farmers.  The  marked  decrease  in  the  oats  acreage  is  said  to  be 
due  to  three  causes,  namely:  (1)  The  unsatisfactory  croj)  of  last  sea- 
son producing  an  inferior  and  inadequate  seed;  (2)  the  excellent 
state  of  the  pasture  lands,  and  (3)  the  little  stimulation  in  prices 
offered  for  oats,  as  compared  with  those  offered  for  other  gi  aiiis. 

The  general  state  of  the  ^rain  throughout  tlie  republic  is  excellent. 
It  is  too  early  to  obtain  estmiates  of  the  com  acreage. 


Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  at  Barcelona,  reports  that  oil 
has  been  noticed  on  the  surface  of  streams  in  the  Provmce  of  Soria, 
Spain,  presumably  indicating  the  existence  of  petroleum.  Mining 
experts  are  at  work  trying  to  discover  its  sources. 
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VOKEIOIT  TABTTTO 
BEBinmA. 

[Conral  Carl  K.  Loop.  HamUtm,  Dee.  28.] 

Zhity  on  Tea  and  Coffee. 

The  present  customs  tariff  is  to  continue  unchanged  during  1916, 
except  that  tea  and  coffee,  formerly  exempt  from  duty,  are  to  be 
dutiable  at  11  per  cent  ad  valorem  (including  special  surtax  of  10 
per  cent  of  the  import  duty).  [A  temporary  surtax  of  10  per  cent 
of  the  duty  on  all  dutiable  imports  was  prescribed  by  a  Bermuda 
measure  promulgated  in  August,  1915  (Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  18, 
p.  5).  It  was  stated  that  this  surtax  was  to  remain  in  effect  only 
until  Dec.  31,  1915,  but  its  period  of  operation  has  evidently  been 
extended  by  the  tariff  act  in  effect  Jan.  1, 1916.] 

CHIIE. 

(Dtarlo  Oflcial,  Not.  20.] 

Contlauanee  of  Talnatlon  Tariff. 

A  Chilean  decree  of  November  19,  1915,  provides  that  the  present 
schedule  of  valuations  specified  in  the  ChUean  customs  tariff  shall 
continue  in  effect  during  1916. 

[Consul  General  George  H.  Scidmor«,  Yokohama,  Oct.  18,  191S.] 

labeling  of  Kerehandlse.  * 

There  are  no  regulations  prescribed  by  the  Japanese  Government 
for  the  labeling  of  merchandise,  other  tnan  the  provisions  promul- 
gated under  the  trade-marks  law,  although  various  merchants'  guilds 
throughout  the  country  have  regulations  concerning  the  impection 
and  marking  of  goods  placed  upon  the  market  by  their  members. 
These  regulations  apply  to  comparatively  few  articles,  such  ashabutai 
silk,  matting,  etc.,  and  are  of  a  private  rather  than  a  public  nature. 
The  local  sanitary  officials,  however,  exercise  supervision  over  vend- 
ors of  medicines  and  food  products  with  a  view  to  maintaining 
standards  of  purity,  but  such  supervision  does  not  apply  particularly 
to  labeling  and  varies  in  different  localities. 

[A  copy  of  tho!  Japanese  revised  trade-marks  law  of  1909  will  be 
loaned  upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce.] 

BirssiA. 

[Vyestnlk  Flnansov,  Oct.  25  {Nov.  7),  1915.] 

AppUoatlon  of  Bnulan  Tariff  to  Baitem  SllierU. 

The  further  extension  of  the  application  of  the  Bussian  customs 
tariff  to  imports  into  the  Amur  and  Transbaikal  Provinces  of  eastern 
Siberia,  by  land  or  sea  (including  the  port  of  Vladivostok),  is  pro- 
vided for  by  the  decree  of  October  10  (23),  1915,  which  increases  con- 
siderably the  list  of  products  subject  to  the  Russian  tariff,  as  fixed 
by  the  law  of  1909  (see  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Be^rts,  Mar.  13, 
1909).  As  a  result  of  the  new  decree,  the  customs  regime  of  eastern 
Siberia  now  differs  qnly  slightly  from  that  of  European  Russia  and 
western  Siberia,  the  most  important  articles  still  remaining  on  the 
ftee  list  being  tanning  materials,  iron  and  steel  and  manufactorea 
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thereof)  agricnltaral  implements  and  hand  tools,  agricultural  and 
certain  other  kinds  of  machinery,  certain  railway  tru^,  and  ships. 

In  addition  to  placing  on  the  dutiable  list  a  numbcor  of  articles 
formerly  admittea  free  of  duty,  the  new  decree  raises  the  former 
rates  of  duty  on  hulled  rice  and  flour,  and  provides  a  rate  of  2 
kopecks  per  pood  on  coal,  and  of  3  kopecks  per  pood  on  coke  and 
briquettes,  the  last  two  rates  being  lower  than  those  established  by 
the  Russian  tariff. 

The  following  table  shows  the  more  important  articles  placed  on 
the  dutiable  list  by  the  present  decree,  as  well  as  the  rates  of  duty 
to  which  th^  are  now  sxibject.  In  the  case  of  tariff  items,  including 
a  number  of  products  of  different  quality  and  degrees  of  manufac- 
ture, the  highei^  and  lowest  rates  applicable  tmder  such  tariff  num- 
bers have  been  given. 

[The  complete  list  of  articles  now  dutiable  upon  importation  into 
eastern  Siberia  is  on  file  in  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce.] 

(Rubia,  nombul,  lOifiU;  pood  (40  foot),  3S.11S  pounds;  font,  0.9028  pound.] 


Tflim 
Ho. 


AltldflS. 


Rateot 
duty 
(mblos  per 
pood). 


«za4 

IX  57(i) 


in 


Coodflomd  milk  and  milk  powd«-,  wlUi  or  vKlioat  mgat. 

Umt,  stUed,  smoked,  dried,  and  sanaages  

Butter  

Paraffin ................................................... 


Leather  bdtbig  tar  machtnery. 


72 

n 


74 

1»<3) 


1S7 

»7<2) 


Wooden  mannractures,  tadnding  famltnre  

Grindtng  and  polisblng  substances,  and  their  manufactures:  graph  it  e,  Gft'bons 
for  electrotecbnical  purposes:  lubricating,  poUsbing,  and  adbeslre  compounds 
(according  to  degree  ol  manufDCture)  

Artificial  bnDdlng  stones,  brick,  and  fireproof  materials  (according  to  quality) . . . 

Uaiiufactures  of  clay,  such  aa  pipes,  Industrial  appUanees  and  tOe  (according 
to  kind)  

Common  earthenware  

Electric  cables  of  all  kinds  


13.  S5 
1.B5 
.825 
3.  US 

Per  funt. 
.35 

Per  pood. 
.XS-19.80 


.132-  8.80 
.016-  .408 


.11-  2.475 
.07-  2.47* 
7. 37 


Needles  (according  tolcind}  

Machines  in  which  copper  or  copper  alloys  bare  been  used  In  tbe  proportion  of 

over  25  per  cent  of  total  weight  

Dynamo«lectric  machines  and  motora;  electric  tronslormers 


U^jParU  of  machines  composed  of  copper  or  copper  alloys,  as  specified  in  (2>above. . 
(10)  'Par  xs  of  dynamoelectrlcal  machines  and  transformers: 


U8 


:ltl 


a.  Inducllon  GoUs 

b.  Armatures  and  commutators 
e.  Frames  wltb  parts  of  copper.  _   

Weighing  scales  tmraccessorjea;  sleo  parts  not  of  copper  (aceording  tovefgbt).. 

Hempen  hose  for  Ore  englneg;  machine  belthig  ol  cotton  or  hemp. 


Per  funt. 
.«C-  2.20 

PfT  pCMXf. 

9.  BO 
9.35 

9.90 

10.47 
14.035 
9.3S 
12.805- 0.00 

Perfmta. 


VEHEZUELA. 

CHInlster  Preston  HcGoodTln,  Caracas,  Oet.  13.] 

Muflards  f  w  Batter. 

In  response  to  a  request  for  a  statement  as  to  what  is  to  be  regarded 
as  imitation  butter  lor  customs  purposes,  the  Venezuelan  Naticmal 
Bureau  of  Health  has  defined  it  to  be  products  not  composed  exclu- 
sively of  the  fats  extracted  from  milk,  containing  any  proportion  of 
pleomargarine,  vegetable  fat,  or  similar  substances.  Butter  is  defined 
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to  be  the  natural  fatty  product  extracted  from  milk,  composed  of  80  to 
88  per  cent  of  fat,  10  to  15  per  cent  of  water,  2  to  10  per  cent  of  salt, 
and  1  to  3  per  cent  of  insoluble  casein.  Products  not  derived  exclu- 
sively from  milk  may  not  be  offered  for  public  consumption  under  the 
name  of  butter. 

[The  distinction  is  important,  since  butter  is  dutiable,  under  the 
new  Venezuelan  customs  tariff,  at  0.3125  bolivar  per  kilo  ($4.27  per 
100  pounds,  including  surtaxes),  while  imitation  butter  is  subject  to 
a  duty  of  2.50  bolivars  per  kilo  ($34.20  per  100  pounds).  Oleomar- 
garine is  dutiable  at  0.9375  bolivar  per  kilo  ($12.85  per  100  pounds).] 


WAB  INCREASES  FUBnC-TmUTIES  CHARGES. 

[Consul  Ross  E,  Iloloday,  Monclioeter,  England,  Deo.  21-1 

Manchester's  supply  of  gas  and  electricity  is  furnished  by  the 
municipal  authoiities.  Each  service  is  controlled  hy  a  special  de- 
partment having  its  own  staff  and  separate  works.  In  line  with  the 
advance  in  price  for  practically  every  commodity  and  in  wages,  the 
municipality  has  foimd  it  necessary  to  increase  the  chai'ge  for  gas 
and  current,  that  for  gas  being  raised  12  cents  per  thousand  cubic 
feet 

Prior  to  June  30, 1915,  the  charge  for  lighting  current  was,  at  the 
option  of  the  conswner,  either  (a)  7^  cents  per  Board  of  Trade  unit 
as  measured  by  meter,  with  a  minunum  of  $1.82  per  quaiter,  or  (&)  a 
GxcX  charge  of  $34.06  per  annum  per  kilowatt  installed  and  3  cents 
per  Board  of  Trade  unit  as  measured  by  meter.  For  power  there 
was  a  sliding  scale.  The  electric-lighting  prices  have  now  been  ad- 
I  va-aced  10  per  cent  and  the  power  rates  by  15  per  cent  to  industrial 
users  and  10  or  15  per  cent  to  domestic  users. 

Telephone  charges  have  also  been  increased,  unlimited  service  now 
costing  $58.39  instead  of  the  former  $48.66.  Xiocal  telephone  calls 
from  public  booths  to  points  within  the  city  area  cost  2  cents  instead 
of  1  cent  The  prices  for  long-distance  calls  have  advanced  about  30 
per  cent. 

[As  notet]  in  Commii:rce  Repobts  for  June  23  and  Sept.  20,  1915,  Nottingbam 
and  Leeds  have  also  raised  their  cliarge  for  gas.] 

AMERICAN  CONSULAR  OFFIGEI^  OH  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officei*s  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Name. 

Post. 

Explrn- 
tioaol 
renue. 

Addran. 

recit,  WlllvsR  

Canada,  William  W  

Tsingtau,  China  

Canton,  China  

Vera  Cruz,  Mexico  

Maracaibo,  Veneztiela. 
San  Luis  Potosl, 
Mexico. 

Jan.  31 
Jan.  31 

Feb.  1 
Feb.  17 
Feb.  13 

Department  of  St3te,Washingt<ni,  D.G. 

Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Dwneetic  Com- 
merce, Room  409,  CustomlwiiML 
Newtork.N.  Y. 

Winchester,  Ind. 

U3  Chunh  Btrertf  Hobfle,  Ala. 

1005  Nortb  Bu8b  Street,  Banta  A]U,Cftl. 

■  Consul  Wilbcrt  L.  Bonncy  will  visit  San  Francisco,  Los  Angeles,  and  San  Diego,  Cal.. 
and  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  and  will  advise  the  CbanUKr  of  Commerce  io  each  ot  these  ^Uei  ot 
Ilia  arrival  and  address. 
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HEW  ZEAL&inVS  BEUANB  FOR  ITTKBEE  IHOSEASIHa. 

tCooflul  Oeneral  Alfred  A.  Wlnslow,  Auckland,  Nor.  24.1 

The  New  Zealand  Government  some  years  ago  organized  a  forestry 
branch  of  the  Department  of  Lands  and  put  the  work  in  the  hands  of 
ft  native  nurseryman.  There  are  now  three  experimental  plantations 
in  the  country,  covering  in  all  36  acres,  where  trees  are  grown  for 
laranspl  anting.  The  branch  has  been  in  operation  for  10  or  12  years, 
with  varying  success,  and  now  the  New  Zealand  Government  has 
employed  a  forestry  expert  of  wide  experience,  with  the  object  of 
putting  into  practical  use  what  has  been  learned  in  a  locfd  way,  and 
getting  the  benefit  of  the  general  information  the  expert  has  brought. 

The  consumption  of  native  lumber  in  this  domimon  has  increased 
from  163,740,000  feet  in  1886  to  very  nearly  500,000,000  feet  in  1914, 
with  an  estimated  supply  of  standmg  timber  on  the  latter  date  of 
about  30.000,000,000  feet,  which  it  is  estimated  will  not  last  more  than 
30  years,  for  the  consumption  of  lumber  is  increasing  very  rapidly. 
bVOTtatlcof  of  Znmber  and  Xroportloa  firom  United  States. 

The  importation  of  lumber  in  1913  amounted  to  46,904,900  feet,  of 
which  the  United  States  supplied  about  23  per  cent,  against  22,652,800 
feet  for  1910,  of  which  the  United  States  supplied  about  14  per  cent. 

The  duty  on  rough  sawn  lumber  is  $4.86  per  1,000  feet  and  1  per 
cent  ad  valorem,  while  dressed  lumber  pays  $9.73  per  1,000  feet  and  1 
per  cent  ad  valorem. 

DAIRT  AHD  FOTFITBT  FABXIKa  APmAXCES  IN  SCOTUHD. 

[CoOBular  Agent  Peter  H.  Waddell,  Troon,  Dec.  10.] 

"Within  the  district  of  the  Troon  (Scotland)  consular  agency  there 
is  a  fair  prospect  of  an  immediate  great  demand  for  labor-saving 
appliances  to  be  used  on  dairy  and  poultry  farioos.  Throughout  the 
southwest  of  Scotland  an  important  part  of  a  farmer's  business  is 
tile  furnishing  of  milk,  butter,  poultry,  and  eggs. 

Farmers  generally  find  an  increasmg  scarcity  of  labor,  and  it  is 
thought  they  would  be  easily  persuaded  to  purchase  any  labor-saving 
appliances  from  the  United  States  if  convinced  that  the  use  of  such 
equipment  would  enable  them  to  have  the  work  done  by  fewer  hands. 

It  is  believed  that  a  market  is  being  created  here  for  a  supply  of 
incubators  and  all  appliances  relating  to  poultry  farming  and  pig 
keeping.  There  would  be  a  good  market  also  for  a  specially  pre- 
pared and  cheap  foodstuff  for  poultry.  It  is  believed  that  n(^  for 
many  years,  if  ever  again,  will  there  be  any  lack  of  effort  on  the 
part  of  farmers  in  this  district  to  obtain  the  greatest  possible  produce 
from  their  farms  in  all  branches.  Consequently  labor-saving  appli- 
ances bought  now  will  be  considered  requisite  for  the  future,  even 
thou^  the  labor  market  becomes  very  muck  easier. 


Vice  Consul  Leon  Bohm  de  Sauvanne,  at  Berne,  Switzerland,  has 
transmitted  two  books,  fully  illustrated  with  charts,  describing  the 
works  regulating  rivers  and  controlling  the  flow  of  waters  in  the 
mountainous  districts  in  Switzerland.  These  books  may  be  ex- 
amined at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  by  refer- 
ring to  file  No.  71425. 
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-  UABEET  FOB  GLASS  BOTTLES  IN  FBENCH  IKDO  CHIHA. 


For  several  years  bottles  Imve  formed  tbe  diief  item  of  glassware 
imported  into  French  Indo-China.  Some  of  Uieni  Tvere  imported 
empty,  but  the  majority  were  tilled,  usually  with  liquor.  The  impor- 
tation of  li(]uors  and  other  drinks  during  the  years  1910-14,  inclu- 
sive, averaged  about  $1,000,000  j)er  year.  The  reason  for  this  de- 
mand for  bottles  lies  in  the  quantity  of  liqnors  and  other  drinks  man- 
ufactured in  French  Indo-China.  This  district  contains  four  large 
and  many  fcniall  distilleries,  three  breweries,  and  a  large  mnnber  of 
smaller  bottling  works  that  nianufactuie  \"iii'ious  soft  drinks.  Ex- 
cept the  breweries,  these  establishments  cater  to  the  native  trade. 
Practically  all  European  drinks,  except  beer,  are  imported. 

Soft  Drinks  Hade  from  Bice — Alcohol  Produotion. 

The  native  drinks  are  made  of  rice.  One  company  having  the  ex- 
clusive right  of  manufacture  has  established  three  large  modern 
distilleries  at  Hanoi,  Namdinh,  and  Haiduong,  with  a  total  annual 
capacity  of  45,000,000  liters  (liter=1.050G8  li(iuid  quarts)  of  alcohol 
100  per  cent  pure.  Since  the  i*eorganization  of  this  industry  in  1913 
and  the  supi)ression  of  most  of  the  native  illicit  distilleries,  the  an- 
nual production  of  those  plants  has  amounted  to  nearly  20,000,000 
liters  of  40  per  cent  alcohol. 

DlstlUerles,  Breweries,  and  Bottling  Works. 

Cochin  China  has  also  12  Cliinese  distilleries  for  the  mamifacture 
of  native  drinks  and  another  European  distillery  of  an  annual  ca- 
pacity of  about  4.000.000  liters  is  situated  at  Choquan,  midway  be- 
tween Saigon  and  Cholon,  which  caters  to  European  tastes.  In  An- 
nara  two  Fi-ench  firms  and  one  Chinese  finn  together  operate  13  dis- 
tilleries. Tliese  establishments  are  rudimentary,  and  altogether  do 
not  produce  more  than  1,000,000  liters  per  year.  In  Cambodia  there 
are  several  small  distilleries  operated  by  Chinese.  In  addition  to 
these  establishments  in  Cochin  China,  Annam,  Cambodia,  and  Laos 
there  are  many  small  local  stills  operated  by  natives. 

The  breweries  are  located  at  Hanoi  and  Cholon.  The  former  have 
a  capacity  of  about  25,000,000  liters  per  year;  tlie  latter,  15,000,000 
litei-s.  In  addition  to  these  distilleries  and  breweiies  five  bottling 
works  are  found  in  French  Indo-China. 

Sative  Trade  Seeking  Bottle  Supp^. 

Until  the  beginning  of  the  present  war  this  demand  for  bottles  was 
nearly  met  by  the  importation  of  wines,  liquors,  absintlie,  beer,  mineral 
waters,  and  other  bottled  drinks  imported  for  the  Euroi>ean  popula- 
tion. France  led  in  tliis  importation,  while  large  (quantities  of  soda 
water  and  other  soft  drinks  were  purchased  from  Smj^pore.  These 
bottles,  together  with  the  old  empty  bottles  of  various  sizes  and 
makes  collected  in  Siam,  have  nearly  supplied  the  local  demand.  But 
during  the  past  year  liquor  imports  have  declined  greatly,  because 
nearly  half  of  the  Europeans  have  returned  to  Fi*ance.  .  Owing  to  the 


all  liquors  are  now  imported  in  barrels  or  kegs,  and  the  local  liquor 
manufacturers  have  been  compelled  to  search  elsewhere  for  bottles 
to  supply  the  native  trade. 


[Consul  Lawrence  P.  Briggt*,  Saigon,  Not.  4.] 


bottle-making  industry,  nearly 
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The  local  pharmacists  have  been  compelled  to  look  elsewhere  for 
the  small  bottles  of  various  sizes  which,  before  the  war,  they  ob- 
tained in  France.  This  trade  is  of  minor  importance,  and  has  gen- 
erally been  satisfactorily  supplied  by  the  Japanese. 
Import  Duties — Saggestlons  to  Bottle  HannfactuTers. 

Bottles,  filled  or  empty,  entering  Indo-China  from  foreign 
countries  pav  the  following  import  duties  in  francs  per  100  kilos 
(1  franc=0.193  cents,  1  kilo=2.2046  pounds).  Bottles  of  half  a  liter 
or  more,  5.25  (general)  and  3.50  (minimima) ;  bottles  of  less  than 
half  a  liter,  7.50  (general)  or  5  (minimum) ;  boUles  of  an^  sixe  fur- 
ni^ed  with  a  mechanical  stopper,  9  (general)  or  6  (minimum) ; 
bottles  of  any  size  with  ground  stoppers,  15  (general)  or  10  (mini- 
mum) ;  champagne  bottles,  6.75  (general)  or  4.50  (minimum) ; 
bottles  with  pierced  ring,  8.25  (general)  or  5.50  (minimum). 
American  bottles  are  subject  to  the  maximum  duties. 

Prices  must  be  quoted  in  francs,  c.  i.  f.,  point  of  destination.  The 
usual  method  of  payment  is  by  60  or  90  day  draft,  drawn  on  receipt 
of  goods.  Correspondence  should  be  in  French.  All  measurements 
mnst  be  in  the  metric  system. 

CA  list  of  the  principal  pharmaclata  of  French  Indo-China  may  be  had  by 
arolylng  to  tbe  Bureau  of  Fortign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  one  of  ita  dis- 
trict offices.  Befer  to  file  No.  70560.] 

BOaEI[IA*S  IROF  ramrSTRT  PROSPEROirS. 

[Consul  ChBtles  L.  nooier.  Prague,  Austria,  Nov.  20.1 

The  ^rong  position  of  the  iron  and  steel  indust^  in  Bohemia 
is  shown  by  the  reports  of  the  "  cartelled  "  firms  for  October,  which 
have  just  been  published.  The  statistics  for  Bohemia  alone  are  not 
avaUtu}le,  but  inasmuch  as  about  one-third  of  the  iron  output  of  the 
Empire  is  produced  in  this  kingdom,  comment  by  the  Prager  Tage- 
blatt  in  its  issue  of  November  19, 1915,  upon  the  report  for  the  whole 
of  Austria,  well  reflects  the  situation  here.   It  says  in  part : 

A^lnst  the  month  of  October,  1914,  the  sales  showed  nn  increase  in  the 
cnrespondtng  month  this  year  of  33,000  metric  tons  (2,204.6  pounds  each), 
or  about  107  per  cent.  Even  when  compared  with  October,  1913,  an  increase 
in  the  sales  amounting  to  about  65  per  cent  Is  shown.  Tbe  sales  of  tbe 
dlCferent  classes  of  Iron  were: 


,  Chases. 

OctOtMT. 

Jannary-Oetobar. 

19U 

ifiia 

1914 

1916 

232,214 
39,327 
S8,04S 
12,736 

Quintal*. 
447,373 
74,277 
63,409 

66,587 

3,840,271 
904,166 
353,272 
654,129 

3,689,713 
687,355 
441, 175 
621,129 

310,338 

641,  M6 

4,661,838 

6,339,371 

District  Ofioes  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Gommeroe. 

Hew  York,  Boom  409  ITnited  States  CattoinhoaK;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
irnlted  States  Costomhouae;  Chleago,  S04  Federal  BnlUUnffj  St.  Louis,  408  Third 
National  Bank  Bnildlsff;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Ofllee  Building;  Vew  Orleans,  lOSO 
mbenla  Bank  Bnlldlng;  San  Traaclsco,  800  ITnited  States  Cnttombonse;  Seattle, 
Sn  Alaska  Bnllding.  CoopeiatiTe  district  offlces:  Clereland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
meroe;  dndunati,  Chamber  of  Commezee;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce ; 
Detroit,  Board  of  Commeroe;  PUladelpIiiB,  Gkamber  of  Cemmezoei  SaTenport 
.(lom),  Oommeielal  Otvb. 
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EFFECT  OF  THE  BBITISH  UOTOB  TAX. 

[Vice  Consal  Leslie  E.  Beed,  Londoo.] 

The  motor  correspondent  of  the  London  Times  lias  made  some 
interesting  observations  on  tlie  state  of  the  automobile  business  in 
(jreat  Britain  in  connection  with  the  recent  impoii;  tax.  He  writes 
as  follows : 

Although  the  innttcr  Is  not  one  for  which  definite  statistics  con  be  given. 
In  the  npinon  of  men  quiilif1e<I  to  Judge  the  demand  for  motor  cars  cuiitioues 
brisk.  Second-liniul  cam  by  reputable  makers  nnd  in  reasonable  coiidltton 
commimd  good  pi-icps,  and  such  new  cars  as  are  available  readily  find  pur- 
chasers. As  tlie  makera  in  this  country — and  the  same  is  true  In  Prance — ■ 
are  devoting  most  of  their  energies  to  purposes  other  than  the  production  of 
cars,  or  if  they  are  mal;ing  cars  tliese  are  not  available  to  the  ordinary  buyer, 
It  follows  that  tlie  doniand  can  not  be  satisfied  from  home  sources ;  and  In 
these  circumstances  American  luanufacturei-s,  who  are  said  to  have  turned  out 
over  600,000  cars  during  the  past  12  months,  liave  been  enjoying  a  golden  op- 
iwrtunity. 

Evidence  of  Trade  Betams. 

The  Import  tax  of  S3J  per  cent  to  which  certain  motor  vehicles  of  foreign 
manufacture  have  been  subjected  since  the  end  of  September  on  entering  this 
country  has,  however,  Introduced  a  new  factor.  In  September  Inst,  according 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  returns,  the  number  of  complete  cars  and  chassis  im- 
ported for  sale  was  2,661,  with  a  value  of  $2,.519,771,  whereas  last  month  the 
number  fell  to  1,803  and  the  value  to  $1,622,515.  The  .figures  for  last  month 
are  far  above  those  for  the  same  month  of  last  year,  when  the  numlwr  of 
cars  and  chassis  was  386  and  tlieir  value  $460,063;  but  In  view  of  the  disturbed 
conditions  existing  last  autumn  jierhaps  a  fairer  comparison  is  with  October, 

1913,  when  the  number  was  1,119  and  the  value  $1,2£^,855.   In  September, 

1914,  the  figures  wei-e  197  and  $212,792,  and  in  the  same  month  of  1913  they 
were  1,156  and  $1,290,454.  If  the  effect  of  the  tax.  as  indicated  by  the  figures 
for  last  month,  is  not  so  great  as  might  be  exi)ecte<l  It  must  he  rcmeml>ered 
tliat  the  returns  do  not  distinguish  between  ears  intendwl  for  private  use,  which 
Iiave  to  pay  the  tax,  and  thoae  for  commercial  purposes,  which  do  not ;  and  for 
anything  the  ofileinL  flgores  show  the  falling  off  may  have  been  chiefly,  it  not 
entirely.  In  the  former  categoi-y. 

In  possing  It  may  be  not<Ml  that  the  tax  appeals  to  different  sections  of  the 
raotor-car  trade  In  very  different  ways.  Manufacturers  can  regard  It  with 
equanimity,  at  least;  and  though  it  can  have  no  immediate  effect  on  firms  which 
are  not  at  tlie  moment  making  cars  for  ordinary  sale,  It  may  help  to  secure  their 
position  against  the  time  when  they  are  able  to  start  producing  again.  But  to 
the  retailers  or  agents,  through  whom  in  normal  times  the  bulk  of  the  cars  made 
in  this  country  are  distributed  to  tlie  public,  tiie  matter  presents  itself  In  another 
light.  They  rely  for  much  of  their  livelihood  on  the  profits  they  receive  from 
selling  cars,  and  If  they  have  no  cars  to  sell  those  profits  naturally  disappear, 

Cltaraoter  of  JEotor  Tralfte. 

As  regards  motor-car  tires  and  tubes  and  their  accessories,  which  are  exempt 
from  Imiwrt  tax,  the  figures  for  the  last  two  months  are  almost  Identical,  the 
value  being  $1,401,270  lii  September  and  .?1,:t98,992  In  October:  but  tlie  value 
of  "  other  parts,"  which  are  taxed,  actually  increased  from  $70."i,0S8  la  the 
former  montli  to  .$1,097,989  In  the  latter.  Those  figures  do  not  suggest  any  reduc- 
tlou  In  the  total  volume  of  motoring;  and  the  statistics  of  the  imports  of  moU>t 
spirit,  the  other  cliieC  item  besides  tires  in  the  running  exL>enses  of  a  car,  point  to 
the  same  conclusion.  In  September  9.879,103  gallons  were  imported  nnd  duty 
Avas  paid  on  10,766,314  gallons,  while  last  month  the  quantity  imported  reached 
the  enormous  total  of  15.982.832  gallons  and  duty  was  paid  on  10,251,373  gallons. 

Yet  opart  from  tiie  fact  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  tires  and  petrol  used 
must  be  debited  to  eominerchil  vehicles,  not  all  the  riding  In  so^:alled  "  pleasure 
cars"  can  fairly  be  classed  as  luxury.  It  is  true  tiiat  In  the  snnimor  an  un- 
usually large  number  of  people  spend  a  lioliday  touring  by  car  In  this  country 
Instead  of  going  abroad,  and  that  on  Saturdays  and  Sundays  particularly  the 
roads  have  been  very  full  of  motor-car  traffic.  But  In  this  case  observers  whose 
business  It  Is  to  live  on  the  rcmds  say  that  the  oecuimnts  of  the  cars  were  In 
marked  onitrast  to  those  seen  in  normal  times ;  they  were  evidently  hard-wwked 
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people  who  were  taking-  a  little  relaxation  from  the  exotlons  of  the  week. 
AgalD,  tlie  cars  that  have  become  Indispensable  to  many  business  men  are  In- 
distinguishable in  appearance  from  luxury  cars,  yet  can  not  properly  be  counted 
with  them.  The  same  is  true  of  the  cars  used  by  doctors,  who  by  their  aid  can 
extend  tlieir  radius  of  action  to  distances  that  would  be  Impossible  with  a  horse 
Many  private  cars  are  also  engaged  on  works  of  mercy,  not  of  luxury,  such  as 
otmTeyIng  wounded  soldiers  to  a  ho^ltal  or  takli^  convalescents  out  for  drtves. 


QBownra  cohmeaci&l  us£  of  sibeeian  oak. 

[Comml  John  K.  Caldwell,  VladlTostok,  Not.  10.] 

Compared  with  the  immense  quantities  of  other  timber  the  oak  of 
Siberia  is  of  small  importance,  but  in  the  absence  of  any  Government 
survey  there  is  no  way  of  ascertaining,  even  approximately,  its 
unount.  The  Siberian  and  Japanese  oa^  are  quite  different  woods, 
and  no  Siberian  oak  has  been  shipped  to  the  United  States  with  the 
«ception  of  a  few  logs  sent  as  samples  several  years  ago.  The  oak 
sold  as  Siberian  is  really  Japanese. 

Up  to  about  six  years  ago  Siberian  onk  had  no  commercial  value, 
being  used  only  for  firewood,  but  at  that  time  a  veneer  factory, 
equipped  with  American  machinery,  was  erected  at  Okeanskaya  (near 
Vladivostok).  This  factory  now  uses  annually  from  500,000  to 
600,000  cubic  feet  of  oak  besides  a  quantity  of  aspen  and  other  woods, 
and  has  no  difficulty  in  disposing  of  the  entire  output. 

The  poor  ^ade  of  oak — that  is,  the  coast  or  scrub  oak — is  useless 
for  staves,  being  too  porous,  but  the  better  quality  has  proven  good  for 
this  purpose;  one  ^ipment  was  made  to  France  for  wine-barrel 
staves  and  was  satisfactory. 

Eq^ort  of  Oak  Began  with  Small  Shipments  In  1910. 

The  first  export  of  oak  took  place  in  1910,  when  small  quantities 
were  shipped  from  near-by  points  through  Vladivostok.  Consider- 
able quantities  were  exported  to  Europe  from  that  time  up  to  the 
outbreak  of  the  war.  These  shipments  were  from  the  valley  of  the 
Ussuri  River,  and  were  in  the  form  of  square  logs,  boards,  and  par- 
qnet  flooring.  Shipments  of  oak  have  been  made  to  Germany,  where 
it  was  mainly  used  for  parquet  flooring  in  the  better  class  of  build- 
ing, and  to  England,  where  it  was  used  for  the  same  purposes  as 
the  Russian  and  Austrian  white  oak.  Locally  oak  has  not  been 
largely  used  except  at  the  veneer  factory  mentioned.  Small  ship- 
ments of  an  experimental  nature  have  been  made  to  Ceylon  for  coco- 
nut-oil barrel  staves  and  to  India,  South  Africa,  and  Ceylon  for 
sleepers  in  competition  with  the  Australian  "jarrah." 

The  hardness  of  this  oak  makes  it  difficult  to  work  and  adds  to  the 
cost  of  getting  out  the  timber.  This,  together  with  the  lack  of 
good  means  of  transportation  and  the  fact  that  stands  are  smaU  and 
scattered,  mak^  the  cost  20  to  30  per  cent  higher  than  that  of  the 
Japanese  oak.  The  price  of  square  lo^  varies,  according  to  the  size 
and  quality,  from  45  to  90  kopeks  per  cubic  foot  f.  o.  b.  Vladivostok. 
At  the  rate  of  exchange  current  previous  to  the  war  this  would  be 
approximately  $0.22  to  $0.45  per  cubic  foot,  but  with  the  present 
exchange  it  woidd  be  much  less — about  $0.15  to  $0.30  per  cubic  foot. 

[The  equipment  for  the  veneer  factory  mentionetl  In  this  dispatch  was  ob- 
tained from  American  sources  through  a  Trade  Opportunity  which  appeared 
In  Dally  Consular  and  Trade  Be|»ortB  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce] 
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FOBEION  TRADE  OPPOETTfNITIES. 

Reserved  nddrefiseM  may  bt)  obfntned  frnm  the  Bamtn  nnd  itn  diRlrlct  ofllc«a.  Request 
,  for  each  opi>ui-tunity  shoald  be  on  a  soparitte  Bheot  and  tbe  Ale  number  given. 

Household  harihrnrc,  chcmicaU,  hard-rubber  irrigators,  etc..  No.  19900. — A  com- 
mercial agent  of  the  Burctiii  reports  that  a  representative  of  a  firm  in  Spaiu 
is  now  in  tlie  I'niteil  States  for  the  puriK>se  of  establislilng  commercial  rela- 
tions witl)  Aiuerimii  manufacturers  and  exi)orters  of  liouseiioid  liarilware, 
chemicals,  Imrd-rubber  irrigators,  boots  and  shoes,  leather  findings,  ana 
other  articles. 

Vaseline,  No.  JOOOl. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Italy  reports  a  possible 
market  in  his  district  foi-  white  vaseline.  Sninples,  prleex,  and  freight  rates 
should  be  sent  immeil lately. 

Cold-draicn  tuJiiufi  for  bicycle  framcn.  No.  10902. — A  commercial  agent  of  the 
Bureau  writes  tliat  a  firm  In  the  United  States,  which  represents  a  Japanese 
firm,  Is  Interested  in  purcliasinp;  cold-drawn  tubing  for  bicycle  frames  in  the 
following  quantities  lind  sizes:  1,750  pieces,  i  Incli,  10  gauKe;  500  pieces,  1 
inch,  18  gauge ;  and  1,'2~j0  iiioces  each  of  1, 1},  and  1^  inch,  20  gauge,  all  In  12- 
foot  lengths. 

TVolfram,  leaH,  iron,  antimony,  and  coal  n}inc8,  etc..  No.  19903. — ^An  American 
consular  officer  in  Spain  writes  that  a  man  In  liis  district  desires  to  Interest 
American  capital  In  developing  or  buying  outright  certain  mines  which  he 
owns  and  from  which  the  following  materhiis  can  be  extracteti :  Wolfram, 
lead,  Iron,  antimony,  coal,  copiier,  bismuth,  nicltel,  barj-ta.  mica,  and  manga- 
nese. Sninples  of  the  ore.**  and  details  of  investigations  by  mining  exi)ei-t8 
Will  be  furnished  by  tiie  man  on  request. 

Groceries,  dried  fruits,  cottonseed  oU,  etc..  No.  19904. — A  commercial  ngent  of 
tbe  Bureau  reiwrts  that  a  representative  of  a  firm  In  Argentina  is  now  In 
tbe  United  States  for  tbe  purimse  of  estublisbing  commercial  relations 
with  American  manufacturers  nnd  exporters  of  gi'ocerles,  California  dried 
fruits,  cottonseed  oil,  textiles  and  woolens,  hosiery,  naval  stores,  sho(^, 
galvanized  wire  netting,  plain  and  gah'anized  wire,  barbed  wire,  ami  binder 
twine. 

Wicker,  No.  1990o. — An  American  consular  ofBcer  in  Brazil  reiwrts  that  a  man 
in  ills  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American  !mi>ortci-s  and  manu- 
facturers interested  hi  purchasing  Brazilian  wicker  for  industrial  piirposee. 
It  Is  statetl  tliat  unlimited  quantities  can  be  supi>iied  at  about  $120  per  ton, 
f.  o.  b.  port  of  shipment.  Samples  of  the  wicker  may  be  examined  at  the 
Bureau  or  its  district  offices.    (Refer  to  File  No,  T1213.) 

ifachincry,  hardtcare,  ratliray  and  cnghtcerlnff  sui>i>Uea,  etc.,  No.  10900. — ^A  man 
In  Spain  desires  to  rci)rescnt  American  mannfacturei-s  of  machinery,  hard- 
ware, railway  and  engineering  supplies,  etc.  Catalogues  and  full  Informa- 
tion should  be  sent.    References  are  given. 

General  agency,  No.  19907. — The  Bureau  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  stating  that  a 
man  in  Costa  Rica  desires  to  rpi>resent  American  nianufactni-ers  in  that 
countrj'.   No  pai-tlcular  line  Is  specified. 

Flour,  glass,  hlcnvhed  und  dyed  goods,  etc.,  Ncf.  19908. — A  letter  iias  I>een  re- 
ceived from  .1  man  in  Oreece  stating  that  be  desires  to  establish  commercial 
relations  witli  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  Hour,  window 
glass,  bleiu-lied  ami  dyed  gooiLs,  woolen  nnd  fancy  goods,  finished  and  sole 
leather,  box  calf  leather,  cottonseed  oils,  pajiers  of  all  kinds,  cards,  and- 
chemical  products. 

Bmtschold  furnishings,  dry  goods,  etc..  No.  19909. — A  commercial  agent  of  tbe 
Bureau  rciiorts  that  a  representative  of  a  firm  in  Norway  is  now  In  the 
Unitetl  States  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  commercial  relations  with 
American  nmnufactui-ers  of  household  furnishings,  dry  goods,  etc. 
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RXFBBEa  SEZFHEirTS  FBOK  THE  SITTCH  EAST  IHDIES. 

There  were  large  increases  in  shipments  of  rubber  from  Java  to 
the  United  States  during  the  first  nine  months  of  1915,  compared 
"with  the  corresponding  period  in  1914.  The  total  was  5,706,692 
pounds,  compared  with  118,800  pounds.  The  increased  production 
in  Java  is  indicated  in  the  total  sent  to  all  countries,  of  12,807,865 
pounds  in  the  nine  months  of  1915,  compared  with  6,839,204  pounds 
in  1914. 

The  exports  of  rubber  from  the  east  coast  of  Sumatra  for  the  first 
ax  months  of  1915  amounted  to  7,833,219  pounds,  of  which  1,281,027 
pounds  were  shipped  to  the  United  States. 


TtttATTT.TATg  COFFEE  EXPORTS  m  NOVEMBER. 

Vice  Consul  W.  H.  Lawrence,  of  Santos,  reports  that  during 
November  1,336,315  bags  (weighing  50  kilos,  or  123.28  pounds, 
each)  of  coffee  were  exported  from  that  Brazilian  port,  contrasted 
with  1,625,243  bags  in  October  and  1,015,725  bags  in  September.  Of 
the  November  shipments  296,857  bags  went  to  New  York,  169,604  to 
New  Orleans,  140,356  to  Gotenborg,  114,764  to  Genoa,  111,125  to 
Christiania,  94,850  to  Stockholm,  83,071  to  Amsterdam,  78.890 
to  Copenhagen,  70,348  to  Havre,  45,122  to  San  Francisco,  40,625  to 
Malmo,  18,375  to  Marseille,  14,737  to  Buenos  Aires,  and  13,750  to 
Alexandria. 

Hew  Radio  Station  in  Fortngal. 

Vice  Consul  Ramon  I.  Janer,  at  Lisbon,  writes  that  a  building  for 
the  installation  of  a  radio  station  near  Leixoes  (Oporto)  has  just 
been  constructed  by  the  Portuguese  Government  and  that  the  neces- 
sary eqnipment  is  to  be  installed  shortly. 
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irOBWEOIAK  PAPER  AHS  WOOD-FUXP  KABEET. 

[Weekly  Bulletin,  Dcpnrtment  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  Ottawa,  Jiin.  10.] 

Mechanical  wood  pulp  is  still  selling  at  unchanged  prices.  There 
is,  however,  a  growing  disj)osition  among  Norwegian  mill  owners  to 
exact  for  the  iuture  a  much  higher  price  than  has  previously  ruled. 
As  the  mills  were  unahle  to  get  supplies  from  Kussia,  the  owners 
were  compelled  to  pay  an  enormous  price  for  their  log  supply  for 
the  coniing  winter,  and  unless  they  are  to  lose  heavily  upon  their 
operations  they  must  realize  a  correspondingly  higher  price  for  their 
pulp.  It  can  not  yet  be  stated  how  much  will  be  generally  asked, 
for  contracts  over  1916,  but  the  impression  is  that  if  the  mills  are  to 
have  any  margin  of  profit  at  all,  they  should  obtain  at  least  45  kroner 
($13.06)  net  f.  o.  b.  for  their  ijulp.  Consumers  have  been  compelled 
to  pay  a  rapidly  increasing  c.  i.  r.  price,  to  compensate  for  the  heavy 
advance  of  freight  charges.  Norwegian  pulp  makers  contend  that 
it  is  only  reasonable  to  expect  buyers  to  pay  an  increased  f.  o.  b. 
price,  since  the  war  lias  caused  the  cost  of  pulp  production  to  advance 
considerably,  not  only  in  Norway  but  also  in  Sweden. 

The  value  of  all  kinds  of  chemical  pulps  is  ruling  high  with  a  firm 
and  rising  tendency.  America  is  keeping  back,  but  all  other  markets 
are  steady  buyers.  The  value  can  be  fixed  at  time  of  writing  {Dec.  3) 
as  follows:  Bleached  sulphite,  310  to  320  kroner  ($83.08  to  $85.76) ; 
easy  bleadiing  sulphite,  220  kroner  ($58.96) ;  strong  sulphite,  210 
kroner  ($56.28) ;  kraft  soda,  200  to  305  kroner  ($53.60  to  $54.94). 
These  prices  are  all  net  per  metric  ton  (2,204.6  pounds)  f.  o.  b.  south 
Norway.  Prices  will  probably  rise  considerably  in  the  near  future, 
or  just  as  soon  as  American  buyers  realize  that  no  advantage  is  to  be 
gained  by  not  buying  at  present.  The  longer  they  wait  the  more 
Siey  will  have  to  pay. 

News  paper  continues  rather  dull,  all  the  large  buyers  having  evi- 
dently covered  their  requirements  for  next  year.  AD  other  sorts  are 
in  brisk  demand  at  steadily  increasing  prices*  The  makers  of  M.  G. 
sulphites  and  caps  recently  held  a  meeting  in  Stockholm  with  their 
Swedish  colleagues,  with  the  result  that  prices  advanced  about  10 
per  cent. 

IRCBEASED  POPUlATIOn  OF  PANAMA  CITY. 

[Vice  Consul  L.  A.  ClanKl,  Pananui  CltT,  Jan.  3.] 

The  1915  census  of  Panama  City  has  just  been  made  public  and 
shows  an  increase  of  nearly  6,000  over  last  year.  The  total  number 
for  the  city  proper  is  60,028,  distributed  as  follows:  Panama,  33,443; 
Chorrillo,  5,318;  Caledonia,  Guachapali,  San  Miguel,  Santa  Cruz, 
and  Bella  Vista,  21,267.  Of  the  total,  31,830  are  males  and  28,198 
females.  The  races  are  as  follows:  White  (Panamans  and  others), 
13,920;  Negro  (West  Indians),  28,325;  mixed  (Panamans  and  Mo- 
renos), 16,316;  and  Chinese  and  Japanese,  1,467.  Those  employed  on 
the  Panama  Canal  and  living  in  Fanaman  territory  number  10,049 
and  nonemployees,  49,979. 

The  census  was  not  extended  beyond  the  suburb  of  Bella  Vista, 
and  therefore  excludes  Las  Sabanas  and  Pueblo  Kuevo.  The  total 
for  Panama  and  iJl  its  immedinte  suburbs  is  placed  at  a  little 
over  65,000. 
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SOUTH  AFRICA  COAL  SHIPS  DITEBTED  FROK  CAKAL. 

[Consul  WlltUim  W.  Uastcnon,  DurbaD.  Natal,  Dec.  7.] 

A  statement  recently  issued  from  the  port  office  of  Durban  givea 
interesting  facts  regardinc  long-distance  sailings  for  the  Far  East 
from  the  United  States.  It  shows  that  Durban  is  becoming  the  most 
important  port  in  South  Africa  for  the  sale  of  coal  to  vessels  of  the 
class  mentioned.  Only  a  few  ships  sail  for  the  Far  Fast  by  this 
southern  route  from  Europe,  many  preferring  the  Suez  Canal  route, 
but  from  the  United  States  the  long  voyage  is  increasing  in  popu- 
larity. 

Since  the  beginning  of  1915  there  have  been  13  vessels  that  called 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  trade  to  coal  at  Durban  while  on  the  voy- 
age to  the  Far  East.  Each  year  shows  a  similar  amount  of  business 
in  this  regard,  but  other  ships  also  from  the  United  States  which 
have  touched  here  for  coal,  but  for  the  recent  closing  of  tlie  Panama 
Canal  by  landslides,  would  have  gone  to  their  destinations  in  the 
Far  East  by  this  canal.  In  fact  all  of  these  ships  went  as  far  as 
Colon,  the  entrance  of  the  canal  on  the  east,  and  then  continued 
their  journey  by  way  of  Durban. 

Beeord  Pleases  Dartuui  Coal  Operators. 

Of  the  special  cla^  mentioned,  24  called  for  coal  from  November  8 
to  December  1,  1915.  The  greater  number  had  on  board  goods  that 
were  being  shipped  to  Vladivostok,  Sibei-ia.  The  coal  operators  of 
Durban  are  greatly  pleased  by  this  record  of  vessels  calling  for  coal, 
and  attribute  the  selection  of  this  port,  in  preference  to  Cape  Town, 
to  the  cheaper  prices  of  the  coal  at  Durban  and  to  the  superior  steam- 
ing quality  of  the  bunker  coal. 


StA3rS  &ICE  CBOF  FOB  THE  1916-16  SEASON. 

[Vice  Consol  Carl  C.  Haasea,  BaDgkofc,  Nov.  24.] 

The  report  of  the  Siamese  Ministry  of  Lands  and  Agriculture  for 
October  shows  that  in  22  districts  a  total  of  1,958,200  acres  were 
under  rice,  which  nearly  equals  the  acreage  planted  during  last 
season  in  the  same  localities.  The  report  states  that  in  nearly  all  of 
the  districts  the  paddy  was  in  good  condition  and  that  the  early  rice 
was  being  harve^ed. 

Report  from  various  sources  indicate  that  the  rice  crop  for  this 
season  will  equal,  if  not  exceed,  that  of  last  year,  so  that  the  usual 
yield  of  about  2,500,000  tons  of  rice  may  be  expected,  of  which  gen- 
e]*ally  about  1,000,CH)0  tons  are  available  for  export  and  the  re« 
mainder  consumed  locally. 


Coi^iressional  library  for  Bogota. 

Consul  Isaac  A.  Manning  writes  from  Barranquilla,  Colombia, 
that  the  Colombian  Congress  appropriated  $5,000  for  the  initial 
steps  in  oi^anizing  a  congressional  library  at  Bogota,  and  a  runnin^r 
appropriation  annually  of  $12,000  for  binding  the  archives  of  Con- 
gress. 
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DECBEASE  IH  FEEHCH  WINE  FBOBUCTIOir. 

[Commercial  Attach^  C  W.  A.  Vedlts,  Dee.  23.1 

This  office  to-day  sent  the  foUowing  cablegram  [see  Commebct 
Reports  for  Dec.  27,  1915] : 

FiciK'h  tux  authorities  report  Rreat  decline  iu  the  1015  wine  output,  which 
Is  estimnted  at  18.100.700  hectoliters  (478,1(30.374  ^illonsl  as  a^ninst  56,134,159 
ItectoUters  (l,4S2,8!)8.(iS4  ^Hons)  In  the  preceding  year,  omitting  for  both 
years  production  In  owupled  territory.  With  approximately  7,000,000  hecto- 
liters ( 184.!>19,380  gallons)  loft  over  from  last  year,  the  total  now  nvaiiable 
for  consumption  Is  about  2r>.l(K).000  {npifroximately  GC>3.000.000  gallons).  Yield 
of  switliern  vineynrds  siiows  the  grentest  riecrejiM'.  Thus,  the  Herault  region 
produced  15.000,000  lieetoiiters  ( 3»G,23r>,700  gallons)  last  year  and  5,000,000 
(132,08.5.230  giillons)  tliiH  year;  Glroude  fell  from  6,000,000  to  1.000,000  (from 
132,aSi3.230  to  26,417,040  gallons). 

These  figures  are  taken  from  the  report  just  issued  by  the  Direc- 
tion G6nerale  des  Contributions  Indirectes. 

Advancing  Frloes — Cnrtallmcnt  of  Credit. 

It  is  my  intention  to  look  into  the  situation  somewhat  more 
closely,  but  preliminary  investigations  indicate  that  already  the 
price  of  wine  has  risen  considerably,  particularly  that  of  ordinary 
wines  such  as  are  consumed  in  the  cheaper  restaurants  and  for  fam- 
ily use  throughout  France.  I  visited  a  number  of  the  restaurants 
frequented  by  the  working  classes  and  learned  that  during  the  past 
six  or  seven  months  the  price  at  which  these  small  restaurants  pur- 
chase their  wine  has  advanced  from  80  and  85 -francs  ($15.45  and 
$16.40)  to  150  francs  ($28.95)  per  barrique,  with  every  prospect  of  a 
further  rise  in  the  near  future.  (A  "  barrique  "  usually  contains  220 
liters  [58  gallons  |,  but  in  some  wine-producing  regions  it  may  con- 
tain as  much  as  230  liters  [66  gallons].)  This  price  applies  to  ordi- 
nary Bordeax  and  Burgundy,  but  there  has  also  been  this  year  an 
extraordinary  falling  off  in  the  production  of  the  better  grades  of 
wine  and  a  corresponding  increase  in  price. 

The  middle-class  restaurants  have  advanced  the  price  of  their  or- 
dinary win^  4  cents  per  large  bottle  and  2  cents  for  the  small  ^ze. 
The  retail  sliops  which  sell  wine  in  bottles  for  domestic  consumption 
have  likewise  increased  the  price  per  large  bottle,  for  ordinary  table 
wine,  by  2  or  3  cents.  The  situation  is  somewhat  further  aggravated 
by  the  fact  that  the  price  of  bottles  (containers)  has  increased  so 
that  retailers  now  charge  3  or  4  cents  for  the  bottle,  instead  of  2 
cents.  This,  however,  is  not  so  serious  a  matter,  since  the  amount 
paid  for  the  bottles  is  refunded  when  they  are  returned  to  the  dealer. 

Another  fact  called  to  my  attention  by  some  of  the  small  retailers 
is  that  the  wholesalers  from  whom  they  purchase  now  insist  upon 
cash  payment  on  delivery,  whereas  previously  several  months'  credit 
was  granted  to  old  customers. 

Imports  Ihiring  Fast  Three  Tears. 

It  is  frequently  stated  that  the  consumption  of  wine  in  France 
amounts  to  about  25  gallons  per  inhabitant  per  year.  A  hot  uniih- 
portant  proportion  of  this  is  foreign  wine,  notably  that  of  Spain, 
Italy,  Algeria,  and  Tunis.  The  imports  of  wine  into  France  during 
die  first  10  months  of  the  past  three  years  were: 
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Kinds  ol  wia»  tanportsd. 

First  10  moDtbs  of— 

1913 

1014 

1910 

Ordlnnry    Incs,  Id  cusks  or  bur:  els; 

Gallons. 

ftl,"lli,.^.^^. 
■n:t,7i7 

2,U47.03l 
6,7a-i,M4 

OaIloj>». 
110,2.'.l.fll7 
II)  74r,.42K 
:4.7iil.',  J-'S 
l,3';.i,2;fl 
6.7o2,l,72 

Oallom. 

180, 120,573 
m,  449 
1,546,209 
1,091, 0:0 

148,330.941) 

l.'3,)>r>8,fi25  1  lh3,5%,216 

7,015,416 
42,^.74 

Onnd  total  I  15is,55a,325 


Ordinary  wine?,  In  bottler  

Finer  wine)  (vins  de  Uqoeur),  In  ca  lu  or  bar- els. 
Finer  winw,  la  botUei  


•J49,E35 
4,  too, 441 
40,731 

159,065,332 


73  307 
2,S34,7tiO 
23,775 

186,618,068 


It  Would  appear  that  the  possibility  of  exporting  American  wine 
to  France  would  perhaps  be  wortli  considoi'ing,  although  such  trade 
would  partake  very  much  of  the  proverbial  carrying  of  coals  to 
Newcastle. 

SSAZHIAN  CATTLE  STATISTICS. 

[Consul  Oeneral  Alfred  L.  Moreao  Gottscbalk,  nio  dc  Jnneiro,  Dec.  26.] 

With  the  growing  interest  in  Brazil  as  a  cattle-raising  country  and 
the  establishment  of  large  [packing  houses  [sec  Commerce  Retorts, 
for  Oct.  5, 1915],  many  inquiries  are  being  received  as  to  the  number 
of  cattle  actually  in  the  Republic.  Up  to  a  short  time  ago  no  official 
figures  on  this  subject  were  available,  but  data  quite  recently  pub- 
lished by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Commerce,  and  Industry 
diow  that  Brazil  has  a  total  of  30,705,000  cattle,  the  State  of  Rio 
Grande  do  Sul  leadin  gwith  7^49,000,  followed  by  Miuas  Geraes  with 
6.861,000,  Bahia  2.683,000,  Matto  Grosso  2,050,000,  Goyas  1,873,000, 
Sao  Paulo  1,312,000,  Piauh;^  1,103,000,  and  Ceara  1,102,000. 

An  American  cattleman  visiting  here  told  me  not  long  ago  that  the 
native  cattle  of  Brazil  are  quite  as  good  as — if  not  better  in  the 
amount  of  actual  meat  yield  than — wei'e  the  cattle  of  Argentina  be- 
fore the  work  of  sdentinc  breeding,  care  of  pastures,  etc.,  began. 


70EEION  ADTEBTISIHa  IN  HONDURAS. 

tVicc  ConflOl  Stanley  1^  WUkimoo,  Teguctgalpn,  HoDdiirnR,  Dec.  28.] 

The  Tegiici^lpa  consulate  has  received  numerous  inquiries  from 
American  busmess  concerns  regarding  the  cost  and  method  of  ad- 
vertising in  Honduras.  There  are  two  daily  newspapers  in  Tegu- 
cigalpa— the  Nuevo  Tiempo  and  El  Cronista,  which  are  pub- 
lished every  day  except  Sunday.  Rates  are  practically  the  same 
for  the  two  papers,  although  a  schedule  of  prices  for  foreign  adver- 
tisers is  issued  only  by  Nuevo  Tiempo.  A  copy  has  been  received 
by  tiie  American  consulate. 

[A  copy  of  the  rate  scliedule  of  Nuevo  Tiempo  for  foreign  advertisers,  accom- 
panied by  a  translation  Into  EiigUsli,  and  a  statement  of  additional  facts  re- 
finrdlng  the  two  papers,  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  Its  district  offices.  Befer  to  file  No.  71;4ao.] 
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EMPIOTEES  IN  LIGHTHOUSE  SEEVICE  COHMENLED. 

Secretary  of  Commerce  Kedfield  during  the  past  month  has  com,- 
mended  several  employees  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Light- 
houses for  courageous  acts.  Those  who  received  commendation  were: 

Lighthouse  Inspector  It.  H.  Ooddnrd,  of  the  second  llRhthouse  district,  and 
First  Officer  W.  (J.  Ueinsen,  of  tlio  lighthouse  tender  Mayflower,  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  lightins  npparatiis  from  the  old  tower  ot  Billingsgate  Island 
Light  Station,  Mass.,  when  the  tower  had  a  dangerous  list  and  was  apparently 
very  unstable  !n  equilibrium  after  being  daniag(Hl  by  severe  storms.  The  light 
was  moved  to  a  new  and  safer  position  and  was  exhibited  every  night  as  usual 
without  discontinuance. 

Louis  A,  Pcttersen,  keeper  of  West  Point  Light  Station,  Wnsb.,  for  the 
rescue  of  a  man  named  Harry  Christensen  from  a  smalt  sailboat  which  cap- 
sized during  a  squall  in  the  vicinity  of  West  Point  Light  Station. 

First  Officer  James  Adams,  commanding  the  ligbtiiousc  tendei-  Arbutut,  for 
assistance  rendered  the  power  yacht  Bon  Temps,  which,  with  10  persons  aboard, 
was  discovered  off  Sanibel  Island  Light  Station,  Fia.,  In  a  disabled  and  sinking 
condition. 

By  the  Acting  Secretary  of  Commerce :  Owen  O.  McCauley,  keeper  of  Sqnaw 
Island  Light  Station,  Mich.,  for  a.sslstance  rendere<l  to  the  launcii  Jtom 
which  was  disabled  in  the  vicinity  of  Squaw  Island  Light  Station. 


SBAZn  POBBIDS  FOSEiaN  FUSCH&SES  OF  ITS  SHIPS. 

[Coasal  General  A.  L.  M.  Gottscbnilt.  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Dec  20.1 

By  a  decree  dated  December  9,  and  made  public  December  16 
(published  in  the  Diario  Official  of  December  16,  1915),  it  is  de- 


European  war,  that  no  ships  i^yins  the  Brazilian  fla^  shall  be  sold 
to  foreigners,  and  the  entire  Brazilian  mercantile  marine  is  declared 
to  be  expropriated  to  the  benefit  of  the  Federal  Government  for  the 
period  stated  for  the  reasons — 

1.  That  tlie  drought  in  the  northern  States  of  Brazil  requires  additional 
transportation  facilities  coastwise; 

2.  That  It  becomes  neees.<«ary  to  safeguard  against  the  total  disappearance  of 
the  national  merchant  marine; 

3.  That  the  sale  of  such  ships  to  foreigners  may,  by  the  ulterior  destinatioos 
of  the  vessels,  Impugn  the  neutrality  of  Brazil ;  and 

4.  That  the  merchant  marine  may,  in  time  of  need,  constitute  a  potent  auxil- 
iary to  the  Navy  of  the  Bepubllc. 


The  metropolitan  banks  of  the  United  States  are  accustomed  to 
use  printed  forms  for  notices  of  protest,  with  even  the  signature  of 
the  notary  printed,  and  without  notarial  seal.  The  arrowing  rela- 
tions between  banks  of  the  United  States  and  clients  or  banks  in 
Latin  America  make  it  advisable  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
in  southern  countries  such  forms  can  not  always  be  used  as  docu- 
mentary evidence,  in  proceeding  against  the  maker  of  a  note  or  bill 
of  exchange.  On  the  copies  of  notices  of  protest  sent  to  indorsers 
in  Latin  America,  the  notary  should  sign  by  bis  own  hand  and  his 
seal  ^ould  be  impressed. 


LATIH  AMERICAN  FKOTEST-HOTICE  BEauIBEHEHTS. 


[Consul  E.  If.  LrawtoD.  Tegucigalpa,  Hondoraa.  Dec.  20.1 
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COHPABATIVE  STUDY  OF  NAVIOATION  LAWS. 

In  order  to  set  forth  clearly  and  concisely  the  facts  in  reference  to 
the  navigation  laws  of  tlie  principal  maritime  countries  of  the  worM 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  C'ommerce,  within  the  next  two 
or  three  weeks,  will  issue  an  exliaustive  report  on  the  principal 
features  of  the  navio;ntion  laws  of  Great  Britiiin,  Germany,  Norway, 
France,  Japan,  and  the  United  States.  No  mc\i  work  has  ever 
before  been  attempted  in  the  United  States,  and  it  will  be  invaluable 
to  those  who  are  studying  the  problem  of  our  shipping  and  merchant 
marine. 

This  publication  will  present  the  principal  features  of  the  naviga- 
tion laws  of  the  different  countries  in  such  a  way  as  to  show  just  how 
our  laws  differ  from  those  of  other  maritime  countries.  The  ab- 
stracts of  the  laws  were  obtained  direct  from  the  foreign  maritime 
laws  and  have  been  submitted  to  competent  officials  of  the  various 
countries  for  criticism  and  revision.  No  conclusions  are  to  be  drawn, 
and  no  attempt  is  to  be  made  to  enter  one  side  or  the  other  of  the 
controversy  with  I'eference  to  our  navigation  laws. 


AKEBICAH  COnSULAK  OFFICEBS  ON  lEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Hum. 

Fost. 

Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 

Addrm 

Faefc.WIUnR  

Cftnhsi,  Chi  a  

Vera  Cruz,  HmIco  .  . 
If  aracaIbo,VeneEiMla. . 
San  Lais  Fotosl, 
U«xIco. 

Jan.  31 
Jan.  31 
Fob.  1 
Feb.  17 
Feb.  13 

Depai  tmen  t  of  State,  WasblUKton,  O.  C. 

no. 

Winchester,  Ind. 

1.13  Churcb  Stieat,  Hobfla,  Ala. 

1005  North  BuBh  Btreet,  Santa  Ana, 

«  Consnl  Wflbert  L.  Bonney  wUl  visit  San  Fraochco,  Los  Angeles,  and  Ban  DIbto,  CaL,  and  San 
Antonio,  Tex.,  and  wilt  adriao  the  Cbambsr  ol  Cwnnurca  in  aach  oi  these  citiai  6t  nb  airlval  and 
address. 


DISTBISnTINa  COPIES  OF  FEBIODICALS. 

[Consul  E.  M.  Lawton,  T^^uclgnlpa,  Ilonduras,  Dec.  20.] 

It  is  the  pi'actice  of  many  publishers  to  send  complimentary  sub- 
scriptions ox  periodicals  to  American  consuls  abroad,  as  well  as  addi- 
tional copies  occasionally,  presumably  for  distribution.  Consular 
oflBcers  usually  try  to  distribute  such  literature  to  the  best  advantage. 
It  has  been  noticed  that  ofttimes  these  are  offered  to  persons  w-ho 
already  have  received  the  paper.  Especially  is  this  true  of  literature 
published  in  the  Spanish  language. 

Publishers  should  send  to  American  consulates  receiving  their  pub- 
hcations  a  list  of  local  persons  or  firms  who  also  receive  their  periodi- 
cals, so  that  the  papers  be  disposed  of  to  the  best  advantage. 
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COVSTATTCTIOH  WOKE  ABBOAD. 

CHIHA. 

[Coasul  C.  E.  0«ass,  detailed  Hi  vice  conaul.  Shanghai,  China,  Not.  20.1 
Inqiortaiit  Bnlldinir  Operations  Under  Way  In  Shanplial. 

Announcement  is  made  in  the  Shanghai  press  of  a  large  building 
scheme  here,  involving  an  outlay  of  more  than  $1,000,000,  and 
covering  a  period  of  Ive  years.  About  one-third  of  the  work  is 
to  be  undertaken  at  once. 

The  yAan  involves  the  tearing  down  of  a  block  of  old  buildings  in 
the  business  section  of  the  International  Settlement  and  the  erec- 
tion of  six-story,  reinforced  concrete  buildings,  with  steel  windows, 
elevators,  etc.,  the  ground  floors  to  be  used  as  shops,  the  next  two 
stories  as  offices,  and  three  as  Hats  and  single-room  apartments,  with 
hot  water  heat,  kitchens,  servants'  quart«i-s,  etc. 

The  plan  also  involves  the  construction  of  a  new  road  on  which 
the  buildings  are  to  face,  and  has  in  view  the  establishment  of  a 
restaurant,  primarily  for  the  occupants  of  the  apartments  and  flats. 

It  is  understood  that  the  director  of  the  project  and  the  architects 
are  British. 

C1TBA. 

[Consul  P.  Merrni  Orlffitb,  Santlaso  dc  Cuba,  Dec.  22.1 
Vew  Warehouse  In  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

The  Santiago  Warehouse  Co.,  capitalized  at  $200,000,  is  construct- 
ing a  warehouse  in  Santiago  which  occupies  an  entire  city  block  and 
which  is  to  be  used,  when  completed,  expressly  for  storing  sugar. 
The  capacity  of  the  building  will  be  for  180,000  bags  of  325  pounds 
each.  It  is  being  built  entirely  of  steel  with  concrete  foundations. 
A  broad  gauge  track  runs  through  the  warehouse  and  a  switch  from 
the  Cuba  Bailway  extends  along  the  side. 

One  special  advantage  is  that  cars  loaded  with  sugar  can  run  direct 
into  the  warehouse  and  be  discharged  without  delay,  irrespective  of 
weather  conditions.  A  conveyor  97  feet  long  has  h^n  installed  for 
piling  the  bags  and,  when  ordered  shipped,  the  sugar  can  be  conveyed 
direct  from  the  pile  to  the  steamer. 

The  cost  of  the  warehouse  when  completed  and  equipped  will  be 
$100,000. 

[The  nanios  of  the  officers  of  the  company  and  their  addresses  may  be  ob- 
tained from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  one  of  its  district 
offices.  Defer  to  file  No.  70978.1 

aSBJCAITT. 

r  Consul  11.  G.  Seltzer,  Breslau,  Dec.  13.] 
Troposed  Pubiic  Worlds  and  Balldlngs. 

The  most  important  public-building  operation  contemplated  in 
Breslau  is  an  extension  to  the  railroad  station  (Hauptbahnhof )  for 
the  repair  of  electric  and  benzol  power  cars.  This  will  include  the 
drainage  and  filling  in  of  a  plot  of  swampy  land  before  solid  founda- 
tions can  be  secured.  It  may  be  some  time  before  sufficient  labor  can 
be  secured  for  the  work.  Considerable  side-track  work  will  also  be 
required  both  for  the  storage  of  reserve  passenger  coaches  and  for 
connections  with  the  petroleum  tanks.  No  estimate  of  the  probable 
cost  has  yet  been  pubushed. 
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Another  important  public  buflding  which  has  caused  considerable 

debate  is  a  new  electric  plant  to  be  erected  on  the  site  of  the  old 
Amrand  or  Werder  Grist  Mill  [referred  to  in  Commerce  Reports  for 
July  7,  1915].  Plans  and  specifications  will  also  probably  include 
another  bridge  across  the  Oder  at  this  point.  Negotiations  for  the 
transfer  of  the  property  to  the  city  are  now  in  progress. 

A  new  terminal  station  in  South  Park  for  the  Municipal  Street 
Railway  has  also  been  approved,  but  operations  have  not  yet  com- 
menced. Other  public  woi^  which  have  received  considerable  atten- 
tion especially  since  the  floods  of  August  and  October  are  concerned 
with  the  strengthening  of  the  Oder  Kiver  retaining  walls  and  the 
completion  of  various  drainage  canals  in  the  immemate  vicinity  of 
the  city. 

SPAIN. 

[Consul  Wilbur  T.  Qracey,  Serllle,  Dec  2.] 

Plama  for  Hew  Hotel  Project  in  Seville. 

Previous  reports  from  the  Seville  consulate  (see  Co&chbrcb  Rb- 
PORTS  for  Aug.  13,  1915)  mentioned  a  project  for  the  erection  of  a 

new  first-class  h(.tel  in  Seville.  The  recent  arrival  liere  of  one  of 
the  architects  engaged  by  the  owners  of  the  property  has  aroused 
new  interest  in  the  project.  It  is  understood  that  the  committee  of 
the  Spanish-American  Exposition,  which  it  is  intended  to  hold  at 
Seville  some  time  in  the  future,  has  charge  of  the  preliminary  work. 

Further  information  regarding  the  project  can  be  obtained  by 
communication  in  Spanish  directly  with  the  Comit6  de  la  Exposicion 
Hispano-Americaua,  Seville,  Spain. 


BBmSH  CHAMBER  ISSTTES  JOUBKAL  IN  CHINESE. 

ICotuul  C  E.  OaoBs,  detailed  u  vice  cuutol  at  SbaDgbal,  China,  Dec.  3.] 

The  Shanghai  consulate  general  is  in  receipt  of  copies  of  the  first 
number  of  the  Chinese  journal  that  is  being  published  by  the  recently 
organized  British  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  this  city.  The  issuance  of 
a  journal  in  the  vernacular  is  an  interesting  feature  of  the  British 
trade  propaganda  in  China. 

The  journal  opens  with  an  article  announcing  the  organization  of 
the  British  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  setting  out  the  purpose  of  the 
periodical.  The  introduction  speaks  of  the  mutual  confidence  upon 
•which  the  prosperous  British  trade  with  China  is  based.  The  next 
article  is  one  dealing  with  the  war.  The  third  article  speaks  of  the 
British  enemy-trading  propaganda.  Then  follows  a  brief  account  of 
the  successful  progress  of  the  British  shipbuilding  industry  in  Shan- 

fhai,  and  finally  an  article  on  the  present  condition  of  the  cotton  in- 
ustry  in  China,  dealing  with  the  handicaps  imder  which  the  Chinese 
manufacturers  find  themselves  in  competition  with  Japan,  especially 
in  the  way  of  import  duty  on  raw  cotton,  the  low  duty  on  finished 
goods  from  abroad,  inland  taxes  on  native  goods  in  transit,  etc. 

The  remainder  of  the  journal  is  filled  with  advertisements  in 
Chinese  of  British  goods,  with  the  single  exception  that  a  British  firm 
advertises  prominently,  with  a  cut,  the  American  Eainier  beer,  put 
up  at  Seattle,  Wash.  It  is  said  that  the  journal  is  being  widely  dis- 
tributed throughout  the  country. 
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POBEIGN  TASIFFS. 

AUSTAALU. 

Tariff  Investigation  of  IndTistrles. 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  is  in  receipt  of  a 
number  of  additional  reports  dealing  with  specific  Australian  indus- 
tries, embodying  the  res\ilts  of  the  tariff  investigation  made  recently 
by  the  Interstate  Commission  of  Australia  (see  Commerce  Keports, 
Oct.  18, 1915).  The  additicnal  documents,  which  will  be  loaned  upon 
application  to  the  Bureau,  cover  the  following  products: 

Engines,  boilers,  ami  machinery  in  peneral ;  plass,  glassware  (Including  bot- 
tles), and  stained-glass  windows;  timber;  agricultural  and  Irrigation  inat-litnery 
and  apparatus;  pianos;  vessels  luul  dredges;  marble;  works  of  art  (including 
Btatues  and  colored  prints)  ;  and  the  following  nilsceltaneous  articles:  Steain 
cookers,  gold  leaf,  gold  sheet,  wire  and  solder,  incandescent  mantles,  malleable 
Iron  castings,  metal  plate  gootls,  metal  printing,  oil  drums,  miners'  picks,  bolts 
and  nuts,  wire  netting,  woven  wire  and  wire  fencing,  clnematt^aphs  and 
films,  fishing  rods  and  tackle,  field  and  marine  glasses,  golf  clubs,  photographic 
films,  Bpectacle  cases,  artificial  teeth,  watches,  asphalt  and  chalk,  filters,  glue  and 
gelatine^  grindstone  plaster  of  Paris,  and  whale  oil. 

AAQEKTINA. 

[Boletin  Ofldal.  Sept.  24.] 

Tariff  ClasEiflcatlons. 

According  to  a  recent  decision  of  the  Argentine  customs  officials, 
wrist  watches  are  assimilated  to  watches  in  general  and  are  dutiable  at 
£  per  cent  ad  valorem.  By  another  decision,  adding  machines,  similar 
in  form  to  typewriters  but  without  keyboards,  are  to  be  dutiable  at 
5  per  cent  ad  valorem.  Beds  of  brass,  with  center  of  iron,  are  to 
be  regarded  as  brass  beds  and  are  dutiable  (under  Tariff  No.  509) 
at  40  per  cent  on  a  valuation  of  0.45  peso  per  kilo,  the  duty  with  sur- 
taxes being  equivalent  to  $8.27  per  100  pounds.  The  last  decision  is 
based  on  the  argument  that  in  fixing  the  official  valuation  for  brass 
beds  at  0.45  peso  per  kilo  th6  presence  of  iron  was  allowed  for,  manu- 
factures of  brass  being  subject  to  a  valuation  of  0.90  peso  per  kilo. 

BBITISH  KOKTH  BORITEO. 

[Vice  Consul  John  N.  Wardrop,  Sandakaa,  Sept.  IS.] 

Export  Duty  on  Anbher. 

A  proclamation  appearing  in  the  Sarawak  Government  Gazette  of 
August  2,  1915,  states  that  until  further  notice  the  export  duty  on 
wild  rubber,  which  has  been  "creped"  or  subjected  to  other  process 
of  manufactui-e,  is  to  be  5  per  cent  ad  valorem.  Gutta-percha  and 
lubber  leaves,  whether  from  wild  or  cultivated  trees,  are  to  be  subject 
to  an  export  duty  of  10  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

COIOXBIA. 

[Consul  Isaac  A.  Uannlns,  Barranqolllffl,  Not.  11.] 

Duty  on  Samples. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  a  law  of  September  25, 1916, 
all  samples  of  liquors,  wines,  and  cei*tain  other  liquids,  formerly 
titled  to  free  admission  when  imported  in  containers  of  capacity  not 
exceeding  0.5  liter,  are  now  considered  to  be  samples  having  a  com-; 
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mercial  value,  and  are  accordingly  dutiable  at  the  rates  prescribed 
by  the  customs  tariff. 

[It  is  provided  by  Art.  20  (par.  7)  of  the  Colombian  customs 
tariff  that  75  per  cent  of  the  duty  on  sample  articles  having  com- 
mercial value  may  be  refunded  upon  their  reexportation  within  one 
year.] 

TBAITGE. 

Modification  of  Embai^o  Provisions. 

The  French  Journal  Officiel  of  December  14, 1915,  contains  a  long 
list  of  products  under  embargo,  the  exportation  of  which  is  permit- 
ted without  special  authorization  when  the  destination  is  an  allied 
country  or  the  United  States.  A  copy  of  the  list  (in  French)  may  be 
obtained  upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce. 

TKSBCK  eVIAKA. 
[Jonmal  Offlclel.  Oct  16.] 

Ihity  on  Timber,  etc. 

According  to  a  French  presidential  decree  of  September  30,  1915, 
common  wood  (including  logs,  squared  or  sawed  wood,  paving  blocks, 
stave  wood,  etc.)  is  no  longer  to  be  exempt  from  import  duty  in 
French  Guiana,  but  will  be  subject  to  the  ratra  prescribed  by  the 
French  customs  tariff. 

SALVABOB. 

IDluio  Ofldal,  Oct.  9.] 

Ttuty  on  Candles. 

A  Salvadorian  decree  of  October  9,  1915,  provides  that  paraffin 
candles  shall  be  dutiable  at  the  rate  of  $0.12  (United  States  gold) 
per  Mlo,  prescribed  under  No.  296  of  the  new  customs  tariff  of 
Salvador  lor  wax  candles. 

[Consul  General  Uenrj  F.  Tennant,  Not.  20.] 

Bednoed  Duty  on  Vews  Print  Paper. 

The  new  customs  tariff,  in  effect  January  1,  1916,  prescribed  a 
dut^  of  $0.03  per  kilo  on  news  print  paper  imported  into  Salvador, 
which  was  exempt  from  duty  under  previous  regulations.  A  presi- 
dential decree  of  November  18,  1915,  provides,  however,  that  such 
paper  shall  be  dutiable  at  $0.01  per  kilo  instead  of  at  the  higher  rate. 

SWITZEBLAND. 

[Peullle  Fed«rale  Salsse,  Nov.  12.] 
Customs  Treatment  of  Parcel-Fost  Packages. 

A  decree  of  the  Swiss  Federal  Council  of  November  12,  1915,  pro- 
Tides  that  where  several  packages  containing  dutiable  articles  are 
consigned  to  the  same  addressee  in  Switzerland  and  the  weight  of 
each  does  not  exceed  500  grams,  such  articles  shall  be  dutiable  accord- 
ing to  the  total  weight  of  the  packages,  although  parcels  weighing 
not  more  than  500  grams  (1.10  pounds)  would,  if  sent  separately,  he 
exempt  from  import  duty. 

[Tt  is  provided  by  article  7  (paragraph  g)  ot  the  Swiss  customs 
tariff  that  the  following  articles  are  to  be  exempt  from  import  duty: 
!GU>ods  on  which  duty  amounts  to  less  than  0.10  franc;  articles  sent 


Digitized  by 


Google 


332 


COMMERCE  BEPOBIS. 


by  post,  of  a  gross  weight  not  exceeding  500  grams;  goods  dutiable 
on  weiglit  imported  by  the  same  person  to  an  extent  of  not  more 
than  250  grams.] 

WnSD  KIKODOK. 

Restrictions  on  Importations  of  Machine  Tools. 

The  following:  commont  relative  to  the  recent  British  order  restrict- 
ing the  importation  of  machine  tools  into  the  TTnited  Kingdom 
appeared  in  the  London  Telegrapli  of  December  20,  1915,  and  was 
ti*ansmitted  to  the  Biireaii  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commei*ce  by 
Commercial  Attach^  A.  H.  Baldwin,  London: 

One  of  the  greatest  problems  now  facing  the  Ministry  of  Munitions  is  that  of 
IHwvidIng  on  ail«iaate  supply  of  mncliine  tools,  especially  for  tlie  new  national 
factories.  Tbouph  tbe  whole  of  the  machine-tool  fitetories  of  this  country  have 
been  placed  iiiuler  Government  control,  their  outpnt  is  not  nejirly  sufficient  to 
meet  tbe  hupe  (Icniand.  It  wrtalnly  seems  that  it  would  be  a  wise  proceeding 
for  the  Ministry  of  Munitions  lo  set  apart  one  or  more  of  the  new  national  arms 
factories  simply  for  tbe  puriwse  of  KUi)plying  macbluc  tools  to  tbe  other  national 
factories.  Already  certain  controlleil  worlis  have  conceutrated  ou  tbe  produc- 
tiou  of  the  jigs  and  gauges  needed  in  shell  production;  it  would,  therefore,  lie 
only  a  fuiliier  step  lu  the  same  direction  to  establish  a  national  macbiue>tool 
factory. 

That  tlie  Government  realize  the  need  for  getthig  into  their  hands  every 
available  mnchiue  tool  is  made  clear  In  various  ways.  For  one  thing  we  have 
the  "Machine  Tools  (Prohibition  of  Import)  I'roclamation,  191,V'  which  comes 
into  force  to-morrow,  from  which  date  (according  to  the  official  phraseology), 
"subject  as  hereunder  provided,  all  maclilne  tools  and  parts  thereof,  excluding 
snuill  tools,  shall  be  prohiliited  to  bo  imported  into  the  United  Kingdom.  Pro- 
vided always,  and  It  Is  hereby  declared,  that  nothing  In  this  procUtmatlou  shall 
apply  to  maclitue  tools  and  parts  thereof  Imported  under  license  of  tbe  Board 
of  Trade  oud  subject  to  the  provisions  and  conditions  of  anch  license." 

Presumably  this  proclamation  is  intended  to  cover  all  power-driven  tools,  and 
does  not  refer  to  hand  lathes,  drills,  and  other  light  tools.  If  this  Interpreta- 
tion  of  the  rather  Indefinite  phrase  "excluding  small  tools"  be  correct,  then  the 
new  order  will  hit  particularly  tliose  motor  factories  which  have  Just  been 
experiencing  a  slackening  of  the  Government  demand,  and  which,  consequently, 
have  been  making  tentative  arrangements  for  obtaining  the  i-equlred  fresh  plant 
in  order  to  reeommeuce  their  normal  sr)ecles  of  manufacture. 

It  may  be  that  the  Govenimont  has  the  Intention  not  ouiy  of  preventing  such 
firms  from  securing  the  ne%v  machine  tools  necessary  for  tbe  carrying  on  of  their 
business — and,  instead,  securing  such  tools  for  national  purposes — but  also,  it  is 
thonght,  of  actaally  acquiring  machine  tools  from  those  few  existing  factories 
that  have  not  every  such  tool  actually  engaged  on  munition  work,  though  sucb 
tools  may  be  all  that  are  left  for  enabling  the  merest  vestige  of  ordinaty  trade 
connections  to  be  maintained. 

Of  course,  the  nation's  Interests  may  compel  such  sacrifices,  even  to  the  extent 
of  fetching  the  whole  of  tbe  up-to-date  plant  from  certain  factories  to  tbe  new 
State  establishments,  though  this  would  mean  immense  industrial  loss — ^loas 
which  could  be  avoldeil  were  the  Government,  as  has  been  suggested,  to  set  up 
tbelr  own  machine-tool  factories. 

[Previous  notices  on  this  subject  appeared  in  Cohmercb  Bepostb 
for  Dec.  6, 1915,  and  Jan.  3, 1910.] 

[Board  ot  Trade  JonnutI,  Sept.  2.1 

landing  Segulations  for  Animals. 

By  an  order  of  August  19,  1915,  animals  for  slaughter  from  Can- 
ada, Newfoundland,  and  Iceland  may  not  be  landed  at  Birkenhead, 
Liverpool,  until  after  the  master  of  the  vessel  has  made  a  declara- 
tion that  the  vessel  has  not  had  on  board  within  28  days  preceding 
embarkation  of  the  cattle  any  animal  except  from  the  above  countries, 
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and  that  for  a  period  of  21  days  before  taking  on  board  such  ani- 
mals it  has  not  touched  at  any  foreign  port,  other  than  those  of 
the  United  States  in  states  not  having  special  regulations  concern- 
ing the  foot-and-mouth  disease. 

A  similar  order  for  Avonmouth  and  Cardiff  of  August  24,  1915, 
provides  that  animals  may  not  be  landed  unless  accompanied  by 
a  certificate  of  a  veterinary  surgeon  to  the  effect  that  the  animals 
were  examined  immediately  before  embarkation  and  that  neither 
they  nor  any  other  animals  brought  to  the  port  for  shipment  at  thft 
same  time  showed  any  symptoms  of  cattle  plague,  foot-and-mouth 
disease,  pleuro-pneumonia,  or  sheep-pox.  This  order  applies  to  ship- 
ments from  the  United  States,  as  well  as  from  other  designated 
countries,  and  is  to  remain  in  effect  until  three  months  after  the 
end  of  the  present  war. 


CHOSEN  XINING  NOTES. 

[Connul  General  Ransford  S.  Miller.  Seoal.] 

Work  has  been  started  on  the  new  power  house  for  the  Chiksan 
Mining  Co.,  an  American  concern  operating  the  Chilcsan  Concession. 
The  power  house  is  being  erected  at  Seikwan  on  the  Seoul-Fusan 
fiailway  and  will  supply  power  for  the  operation  of  the  mines  some 
10  miles  from  the  railway,  as  well  as  for  the  dredging  operations  on. 
the  concession.  The  estimated  cost  of  the  plant  wiU  be  some  $150,000, 
the  equipment  being  entirely  American. 

On  November  9  a  permit  was  issued  to  J.  H.  Morris,  an  American 
interested  in  mining  in  Chosen,  for  work  on  placer  mines  in  the  north 
of  Chosen.  The  area  covered  by  the  permit  is  349^92  square  yards. 


FOBEST  STATION  FOB  WESTEBN  NOBWAY. 

[Weekly  BuIleUn,  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  Ottawa,  Jan.  10.] 

A  forest  experiment  station  is  to  be  started  in  the  western  part 
of  Norway,  which  is  only  sparsely  covered  with  forest  trees.  To 
find  out  which  trees  are  most  suitable  for  planting  and  cultivating 
in  that  part  of  the  country,  which  has  quite  a  different  climate  from 
inland  and  eastern  Norway,  experiments  will  be  made  with  different 
kin<^  of  foreign  trees,  especially  fir,  and  it  is  intended  to  send  an 
expedition  to  the  west  coast  of  Canada  and  the  United  States  in  the 
spring,  as  the  climate  there  is  similar  to  that  of  western  Norway. 


No  Date  Fixed  for  Canal  Opening. 

The  Panama  Canal  officials^  in  answer  to  inquiries,  have  advised 
the  War  Department  at  Washington  that  conditions  on  the  Isthmus 
are  still  too  unstable  to  make  any  predictions  as  to  the  probable  date 
when  the  canal  will  be  opened  for  all  traffic. 


Consul  Cornelius  Ferris,  jr.,  writ^  from  Bluefields,  Nicaragua, 
that  the  eastern  part  of  that  country  offers  no  market  for  coal  for  any 
purpose,  as  sufficient  wood  is  available  for  all  the  fuel  required  by  the 
local  industries. 
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AXEBICAV  SAHFI£  BOOH  XH  SPAIV. 

[Consul  Wilbur  T.  Gra«7,  Seville,  Dee.  11.] 

The  director  of  the  Eevista  Comercial,  of  Seville,  has  made  arrange- 
ments to  set  aside  certain  space  in  the  offices  of  that  periodical  where 
samples  of  American  merchandise  can  be  permanently  exhibited. 
This  paper  is  published  three  times  monthly  and  is  the  official  journal 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Chamber  of  Agriculture  of 
Seville  Province,  as  well  as  the  principal  commercial  journal  of 
southern  Spain.  The  circulation  extends  throughout  the  entire  coun- 
try and  into  Spanish  Africa,  the  Belearic  Islanc^,  and  the  Canaries. 
The  proprietors  also  publish  a  daily  sheet,  containing  Uie  market 

f>rices,  news  items  of  commercial  interest,  shipping  news,  etc,  which 
ikewise  has  a  large  circulation  throughout  Spain. 

Samples  Displayed  Gratis  for  AdTcrtisers  in  PeriodlcaL 

The  Revista  Comercial  now  offers  to  exhibit  samples  of  American 
goods  in  its  exhibition  rooms,  properly  displayed,  and  under  the  gen- 
eral supervision  of  the  American  consulate,  without  charge,  to  all 
parties  who  advertise  their  goods  in  the  periodical.  The  charges  for 
advertising  are  as  follows :  For  an  entire  page,  three  times  monthly, 
for  a  period  of  three  months  (a  total  of  9  pages),  each  page  8.5  by  12 
inches,  200  pesetas  (at  present  rate  of  exchange  equal  to  $36.70) ;  half 
page,  for  same  period,  150  pesetas  ($27.53) ;  quarter  page,  100  pesetas 
($18.35) ;  eighth  page,  75  pesetas  ($13.76).  Every  advertiser  in  tho 
monthly  paper  has  the  right  to  a  short  announcement  in  the  daily 
without  additional  charge. 

It  is  suggested  that  those  anticipating  advertising  should  send  cuts 
that  could  be  used  with  the  letter  press. 

"  B«Tista  Commercial "  Seaches  Commercial  and  Hanafaotnrinff  Classes. 

It  is  believed  that  by  the  establishment  of  the  sample  room,  the 
sale  of  American  goods  in  the  Seville  consular  district  will  be  con- 
siderably increased,  especially  as  the  charges  made  for  the  service  are 
only  those  for  the  regular  advertising  space.  The  consulate  at  Se- 
ville has  for  over  a  year  been  publishing  a  series  of  trade  opportunity 
inquiries  in  this  journal,  which  have  had  satisfactory  results  in  in- 
creasing American  trade,  and  inquiries  regarding  the  articles  adver- 
tised have  been  received  from  every  important  city  in  Spain.  In  a 
number  of  instances  these  inquiries  have  resulted  in  the  establishment 
of  satisfactoi^  business  relations,  and  have  shown  the  consulate  the 
wide  circuhition  enjoyed  by  this  periodical  among  the  commercial 
and  manufacturing  classes. 


IMstriot  Offices  of  tite  Bnrean  of  Foie%ii  and  Domestic  Conunaoe. 

New  York,  Room  409  Vnlted  States  Customhouse;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
TTnited  States  Customhouse;  Chicago,  904  Federal  Balldlng;  St.  Lonis,  402  Third 
Kational  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  021  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020 
Hlbemia  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  308  TTnited  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
822  Alaska  Building.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce; 
Detroit,  Board  of  Commerce;  PAiladelphia,  Chamber  of  Oommeroe;  Davenport 
(Iowa),  Conuaeroial  Clvb. 
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FOBEIGIT  TBASE  OFFORTUNITIES. 

IWbere  oddrwKS  are  omitted  tber  maj  be  obtRlned  from  the  BnrMn  or  lt«  dMrlet 

AutomobUe*,  No.  10910. — An  Amertcan  consulnr  ofTlcer  In  Chile  reports  that  a 
firm  Id  his  district  Is  desirous  of  representtnjf  Anierfenn  manufacturers  of 
medium-priced  automobiles.  It  Is  stated  tliiit  the  firm  wiiJ  pay  cash  for 
the  first  two  curs  ordered.  Detailed  Information  relative  to  tlie  automo- 
biles desired  may  be  examined  at  the  bureau  or  its  district  offices.  ( Refer 
to  Pile  No.  71142, 

Clinical  tupplies.  No.  19011. — ^A.  surgeon  In  Spain  Informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  he  desires  to  purchase  clinical  and  pharmaceutical  supplies 
from  American  manufacturers  and  exporters,  particularly  medical  rubber 
goods,  orthopedic  supplies,  and  blown  glasa  goods.  Oorrespondence  should 
be  in  Spanish.    Reference  Is  given. 

Bifle  cleaners,  No.  19012. — An  American  consular  officer  in  a  neutral  country 
In  the  Near  East  reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  quota- 
tions, by  cable  If  possible,  from  American  manufacturers  of  cord  rifie 
cleaners.  Specifications  and  sample  of  the  cleaner  now  used  may  be  exam- 
ined at  the  bureau  or  its  district  offices.  (Refer  to  File  No.  71250.) 
Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Lamp  sockets.  No.  19913. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  bureau  transmits  an 
Inquiry  from  a  firm  la  Switzerland  which  desires  to  purchase  electric-lamp 
sockets,  both  with  and  without  key.  Samples,  catalogues,  and  full  Informa- 
tion should  be  sent. 

Shoe  ejjelcts,  etc..  No.  19914. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Spain  reports 
that  a  man  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  price.'',  and  terms 
of  payments  from  American  manufacturers  of  shoe  eyelets  and  "  seats  for 
shoe-button  shanks."   Correspondence  may  be  in  English  or  Spanish. 

Shoes,  No.  19015. — A  commercial  agent  of  tlie  Bureau  transmits  an  inquiry  from 
a  firm  In  the  United  States  which  desires  to  communicate  with  American 
manufacturers  of  cheap  shoes  for  exportation  to  the  West  ladles. 

Jnl;  pads.  No.  19916. — The  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department  of  Commerce 
In  Ijondon  reports  that  a  firm  In  England  desires  to  communicate  with 
Anerican  manufacturers  of  Ink  pads  used  on  typewriters  In  place  of 
ribbons. 

Lenses  for  tleeMc  pocket  lamps.  No.  10017. — ^A  commercial  orgnnlsation  In  the 
United  States  writes  that  a  firm  In  the  United  Kingdom  desires  to  com- 
municate with  American  manufacturers  of  lenses  for  electric  pocket  lamps. 

Canned  fruits,  etc..  No.  19918. — An  American  consular  officer  In  India  reports 
that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American  exporters 
of  canned  fruits  In  sirup,  as  well  as  with  American  firms  importing  oriental 
pearls  and  precious  stones,  such  as  emeralds,  sapphires,  rubies;  kapok 
(tree  cotton) ;  tanning  materials;  raw  wool;  vegetable  fats  and  butterlnes; 
musk  in  pods ;  and  cashew  nuts. 

Waterproof  cloth.  No.  19919. — An  American  consular  ollicer  in  Spain  reports 
that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  import,  in  wholesale  quantities,  water- 
proof cloth  for  making  clothing.  It  Is  stated  that  the  firm  wilt  pay  on 
receipt  of  goo<1s.  Corretqiondence  ma^'  be  In  English.  Samples  of  the  cloth 
desired  may  he  examined  at  the  bureau  or  its  district  offices.  (Refer  to 
File  No.  71355.) 

Knitting-machine  needles.  No.  19920. — A  man  In  France  informs  nn  American 
consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations  with. 
American  manufacturers  of  knitting-machine  needles.  It  Is  stated  that 
purchases  wlU  he  made  on  a  cash  basis.  Correspondence  may  be  in 
English. 

Clocks,  No.  19921.— An  American  consular  officer  in  the  United  Kingdom  re- 
ports a  possible  market  in  his  district  for  eight-day  clocks  of  strictly. 
American  design,  to  cost  about  $25  each.  Catalogues  should  be  sent 
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PROPOSALS  FOB  GOVXBHUENT  SVFPHES  AKB  COlTSTEtrCTIOH. 

[Correspondpnre  Hliniild  be  direct  with  the  offices  catned,  and  «perlflpatfons  can  tiRiinlly 
be  obtaiucd  at  the  points  wIhtc  the  t;nadf)  are  to  bo  dollvercd  or  the  work  ia  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cascH  where  tbe  time  limit  Is  too  short  to.  permit  arms  to  imbmit  tenders, 
they  Rhoiild  nsk  to  he  placed  on  the  mallin);  lists  of  «uch  offices  to  receive  DOtices  calllng- 
for  future  8U|iitliea  ur  work  of  u  similar  uature.] 

Steel,  No.  28f)0. — Seulwl  proposnis  will  lie  received  at  the  office  of  tlie  Unltwl 
•States  enfiineer,  a37  Fedorai  BuUdiiifc,  I>etroit,  Mich.,  until  February  23. 
lOlfi,  for  fiiniisliiiifj  and  dt'Iiverfng  at  Siiult  Ste.  Mario,  Micli.,  about  200 
tons  of  steel,  etc.,  for  cou.structioii  of  guard  gates  of  Fourth  Lock.  Furtbcr 
information  inny  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named  offica 

Subsistence  stores,  No.  2fl00.— Seiilod  proposals  will  be  received  at  llie  office  of 
the  Qunrtei-master,  308  Cuiiibel  Buildintr,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  uniil  January 
25,  191C,  for  furnishhiK  and  delivering,  on  or  before  February  24,  1910, 
about  7,000  ijonnds  of  fresh  potatoes,  7,000  pounds  of  fresh  onions,  720 
pounds  of  issue  print  butler,  900  i>ounds  of  breakfast  bacon,  2,409  pounds 
of  sales  print  butter,  1,100  pounds  of  full-creaiu  cheese,  900  iwunda  of 
sugar-cured  ham,  and  140  pounds  of  compressed  yeast. 

Medical  supplies.  No.  2901. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  field  medi- 
cal supply  depot.  United  States  Army,  21  M  Street  NK.,  Washington,  D.  C., 
until  .January  28,  1916.  for  furnishing  and  delivering  COO  instrument  cases, 
12,000  hard-rubber  bottles,  600  labels  for  hard-rubber  bottles,  and  600  pure 
sllver-wire  ligatures. 

Constntction  work.  No.  2902, — Sealed  propo.sal3  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  of 
Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  WashinRton,  D.  C,  until  February  19, 
1916,  for  an  extension  to  bujldlng  No.  166  at  the  naval  proving  ground,  In- 
dlanhead,  Md.  Plans  and  specIflcatloDs  may  be  obtained  on  application  to 
the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks. 

Subsistence  supplies,  No.  2903. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  depot  quartermaster,  United  States  Army,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  or  at  the 
office  of  the  depot  quartermaster,  Omaha,  Nebr,  until  February  18,  1916. 
for  furnishing  and  delivering  on  or  before  April  20,  1916,  about  S5,000 
pounds  of  issue  bacoiL 

Sorset  and  props.  No.  2904. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  United 
States  engineer.  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  until  February  4,  1916,  for  fnmlshli^ 
and  delivering  horses  and  pn^  for  Dams  Nos.  14,  16,  and  17,  Ohio  River. 
Further  Information  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above-named  officIaL 

Medical  supplies.  No.  2005. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  medical 
supply  depot.  United  States  Army,  543  Greenwich  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y., 
imtll  January  31, 1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  various  kinds  of  drugs, 
medldnes,  and  general  medical  supplies,  such  as  sputum  cups,  conical  test 
glasses,  chloroform  Inhalers,  graduated  glass  measures,  bed  pans,  hotel 
sauce  pans,  stethoscopes,  glass  antitoxin  syringes,  linen  measuring  tapes, 
urlnometers,  ambulance  basket,  seamless  double  roasters,  sterilizing  out- 
fit, etc. 

Portland  cement.  No.  2906. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  recelval  by  the  lighthouse 
Inspector,  Ketchikan,  Alaska,  until  March  1,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  de- 
livering f.  o.  b.  lighter  at  Katalla,  Alaska,  approximately  300  barrels  of 
Portland  cement  for  Cape  St.  Elias  Light  Station.  Information  may  be 
had  on  application  to  the  above-named  official. 

Flour,  No.  2907. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  tlie  office  of  the  quarter- 
master, Unite^l  States  Army,  308  Cumbel  Building,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  until 
January  20,  1916.  for  furnishing  and  delivering,  on  or  before  February  3, 
1010,  about  50,000  jwunds  of  issue  flour. 

Buoy,  No.  2908. — Sealetl  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  llghthotisc  inspector, 
Tonipkinsvllle,  N.  Y.,  until  Fel)ruary  3,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering 
at  tidewater.  New  York  Harbor,  one  combination  plutscb  gns-Ilghted  ami 
.whistling  buoy.    Further  infonnatltui  may  be  had  on  appltcatlou'  to  the. 
ligitthouse  inspector,  Tompklusvllle. 

WASniKCTON  :  GOTBRXUENT  rniKTIXO  OFFICB  :  1S1« 
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AILGE17TINE  CHAMBEB  APPROVES  TEASE  ABBITRATIOir. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Buenos  Aires  approved  on  December 
10,  with  some  modifications,  the  proposed  agreement  with  the  Cham- 
ber of  Coninieree  of  the  United  States,  which  was  suggested  at  the 
Pan-American  Financial  Conference,  with  the  object  of  promoting 
arbitration  in  cases  of  disputes  between  commercial  houses.  The 
original  draft  of  the  agreement  was  published  in  Commerce  Reports 
for  June  23,  1915.  It  proposed  that  in  all  contracts  between  mer- 
chants of  the  Argentine  Republic  and  the  United  States  there  should 
he  inserted  a  standard  clause  to  the  effect  that  in  the  event  of  contro- 
versy concerning  the  contract  it  should  be  submitted  to  arbitration 
under  joint  rules  to  be  agreed  upon.  For  the  administration  and  gen- 
eral supervision  of  such  proceedings  the  draft  of  tlie  agi*eeuient 
provides  that  each  of  the  chambers  of  commerce  shall  create  imme- 
diately a  committee  on  arbitration,  to  be  composed  of  five  persons 
serving  for  stated  periods. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  United  States  has  not  yet  acted 
upon  the  agi-eement,  but  it  will  be  acted  upon  by  the  board  of  direct- 
ors at  its  meeting  on  February  5,  and  will  be  reported  to  the  chamber 
at  its  annual  meeting  February  8. 9,  and  10.  The  proposed  agreement 
stipulates  that  it  shall  become  effective  after  the  exchange  of  ratifica- 
tions, within  one  year  from  July  1, 1015.  The  rejiort  of  its  approval 
in  Buenos  Aires  was  received  from  Ambassador  V .  J.  Stimson. 


LEASE  OF  OIL  LANDS  IN  OXTATEHALA. 

The  GoveiTiment  of  Guatemala  has  taken  measures  to  retain  exclu- 
sive control  of  the  oil  deposits  of  that  country.  A  presidential  de- 
cree in  a  recent  number  of  Kl  (juatemalteco  specifies  that  deposits  of 
oil  and  hydrocarbons  may  be  acqtiired  or  worked  in  no  other  way  than 
by  lease  from  tlie  Government  for  terms  of  not  more  than  10Ve<irs, 
and  such  leases  will  be  made  only  to  native  or  naturalized  Guate- 
malans. Special  regulations  are  to  be  issued,  giving  in  detail  the 
terms  on  which  oil  lands  may  be  leased. 
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SHOKE  ABATEIIENT  IN  BRADFORD. 

[Consul  Augustus  E.  Ingram.  Itradford,  Knglatid,  Dec.  10.] 

A  local  Government-board  inquirj  has  recently  been  held  in  Brad- 
ford, in  connection  witli  the  municipal  corporation's  application  for 
a  provisional  order  to  extend  the  smoke- abatement  clause  of  the  Brad- 
ford corporation  acts  of  1910  and  1913.  The  promotion  of  a  pro- 
p(!.scd  bill  in  Parliament,  continuing  indefinitely  and  strengthening 
the  city's  powers,  had  been  held  up,  and  the  present  action  was  merely 
to  obtain  permission  to  proceed  temporarily,  as  before,  especially  as 
there  was  no  intention  to  make  matters  more  difficult,  at  the  present 
time,  for  manufacturers  engaged  on  Government  work. 

The  chairman  of  the  Bradford  city  health  committee,  at  the  in- 
quiry, made  a  report  from  which  the  following  facts  are  taken :  The 
population  of  the  city  of  Bradford,  at  the  census  of  1911,  was 
288,458,  and  before  the  outbreak  of  war,  in  June,'1914,  the  population 
was  291,482.  For  many  years  the  atmosphere  had  been  greatly  pol- 
luted by  smoke,  and  the  health  committee,  considering  the  subject  as 
one  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  general  health  of  the  commimity, 
Was  prepared  to  spare  no  efTort  to  create  purer  conditions. 

Smoky  Atmosphere  Causes  Hisber  Kortallty. 

The  smoky  atmosphere  had  contributed  materially  and  directly 
to  the  higher  mortality  from  respiratory  diseases  noted  in  the  vital 

statistics  of  the  city.  The  average  annual  mortality  in  England  and 
Wales  from  bronchitis  and  pneumonia,  for  the  five  years  ended 
December,  1911,  was  2.28  per  thousand;  in  Bradford,  for  the  same 
period,  the  average  was  2.42;  for  the  same  period  the  average  annual 
death  rate  from  tuberculous  phthisis  was,  in  England  and  Wales,  1.08, 
and  in  Bradford,  I.IC  per  thousand.  Household  cleanliness  also  was 
affected. 

The  chief  industries  in  Bradford  are  those  connected  with  the 
worsted  trade,  but  there  are  also  very  large  iron  works  (at  Low  Moor) , 

several  foundries,  chemical  works,  breweries,  destructor  works,  and 
collieries.  The  number  of  mill  chimneys  in  the  city  was  estimated  at 
400.  These  chimneys,  in  most  instances,  served  several  boilers,  and  in 
one  case  as  many  as  20  boilers.  The  mill  chimneys  were  the  chief  cause 
of  the  atmosphere's  pollution.  The  approximate  normal  capacity  of 
the  boilers  connected  with  376  chimneys  in  the  city  was  about  500,000 
horsepower. 

City's  Xeqvett  for  Powers  of  Inspectloo. 

The  corporation  desired  to  be  furnished  with  direct  powers  ©f  in- 
spection of  furnaces  and  boiler  plants,  after  an  alleged  offense,  upon 
giving  notice  of  the  intention  so  to  inspect. 

One  result  of  the  operation  of  the  city's  increased  powers  of  con- 
trolling the  smoke  nuisance  has  been  to  increase  the  number  of  such 
smoke- preventing  appliances  as  forced  draughts  and  automatic 
stokers.  This  had.  however,  apparently  caused  some  increase  of  what 
was  called  in  Bradford  the  grit  nuisance,  the  forced  draught  carried 
up  the  chimney  the  fine  parades  of  coal  or  ]>artially  consumed  coal 
which  were  deposited  in  the  surrounding  neighborhood.  A  coking 
automatic  stoker  or  hand-fed  fire,  fed  so  as  to  promote  coking,  over- 
comes that  trouble,  but  in  practice  in  Bradford,  the  greatest  cause  of 
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the  grit  nuisance  is  the  sprinkling  uutomntic  stoker  with  forced 
draught. 

So  far  as  can  be  le«nied,  very  few  instnniu'iitK  for  re<-or(ling  the 
density  of  smoke  in  chimneys  are  in  iihe.  In  cne  case,  liowever,  an 
American  smoke  recorder  has  Iteen  installed.  If  a  cheap  instrument 
conld  he  placed  on  the  market,  sales  might  be  effected. 


COUITTBIES  FOBBISBING  SALE  OP  UEECHAKT  SHIFS. 

Tlie  following  letter  has  l>een  sent  to  the  collectors  of  customs  by 
the  Commissioner  of  Navigation  with  instructions  that  the  facts  be 
brought  to  the  attention  of  those  concerned: 

In  the  past  H  numt'is  loading  uiaritiiiiP  mitions  posscssiiif;  over  three- 
fourths  of  the  world's  iiicrt-Iiiiiit  shipD'i'«  undi'r  lin-cljrn  fhifis  havo  passwl  laws 
or  Ismied  cl»*cr«Hs<  forblddlnp:  thi'ir  citizoiis  or  siili.Ui'ts  to  sell  and  trnnsfer  to 
the  ling  of  aiiotht'i"  nation  nn.v  niepchant  ship  uiidfi"  tiieir  i-esitectlve  flafw  ex- 
cept by  a  special  peririlt  from  the  (lovermiiPtit.  (Jreat  Britsdii  t'liactiHl  sucli  a 
law  ou  I'Vlirimry  12,  Atistria-Huiitrary  issued  such  a  decree  im  Aui^ast  27.  Den- 
mark on  OctolHT  8,  (lermuny  enncte<l  such  a  law  on  October  21,  Krniico  on 
NovenilH>r  11,  Norway  isstieil  a  detTee  on  l>e<-pniber  Q,  UtixyM  on  IMvinher  9, 
and  Spiihi  promulptted  a  law  on  .Tnnuary  0,  1916.  The  merchant  shipphiK  of 
these  couutrled  afcgre^tes  33,000,<HK)  ;;russ  tons  out  of  a  total  of  43,;^7(),0(K» 
f^as.s  tons  of  all  foi-eign  nations.  Other  nations  umy  proniulmite  similar  laws 
or  decrees  for  the  dnratlon  of  the  war,  and  notice  of  siicli  laws  or  docre«*s  may 
not  I>e  received  in  this  country  nuti!  nfler  they  have  taken  effect. 

The  iinreau  of  Xavfsntion  suRHc^^ts  that  proK[)e<!tive  Aniericiiii  purchasers  of 
nhii)s  under  forei^m  flap*  with  a  view  to  American  registry  will  consult  their 
own  interest  in  a  clear  title  If  in  nil  cases  they  aiHtunlnt  llH^niselves  with  the 
transfer  law  of  the  nation  whns*»  flaK  the  sliip  proi^osed  to  be  boutflit  now  flies. 


SFAIFS  F0BEI6H  TRADE  IN  OCTOBER. 

Spnin^s  imnorts  during  October,  1915,  according  to  a  dispatch 
from  Consul  Robertson  Honey,  of  lladrid,  were  valued  at  123.970.000 
pesetas  (the  exchange  value  of  the  peseta  was  about  19.4  cents  United 
States  gold),  an  increase  over  October,  1914,  of  O5.(t80.000  pesetas. 
Of  this  increase,  r>.S.'210.0()0  pesetas  was  in  gold  bars  or  coin.  Exports 
for  the  montli  totaled  il6^90,000  pesetas,  or  48,220,000  pesetas  more 
than  in  October.  1914. 

For  the  first  10  months  of  the  vear  tlie  imports  into  Spain  aggre- 
gated 957,000.000  pesetas,  against  910,000,000  i>esetas  in  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  1914,  and  exports  amounted  to  1.0'27.000.000 
pesetas,  against  706,000,000  pesetas  during  Janimrj'-October,  1914. 


IRBIOATION  PROJECT  IN  SINALOA. 

[Vico  ConBul  A.  Oonlou  Brown,  Maxallnu,  Sluolon,  Mi'sli-o.  Jaa,  7.1 

There  is  a  project  on  band  to  irrigate  about  300.000  acres  in  the 
District  of  Sinaloa,  State  of  Sinaloa,  Mexi(to,  from  the  waters  of  the 
branches  of  the  Sinaloa  Rivei".  All  water  riglits  will  be  put  under 
State  control  and  there  will  l)e  no  concessions.  Heretofore  bnt  one 
crop  per  annum  has  been  realized,  but  with  irrigation  two  or  more 
crops  will  be  harvested. 

[A  list  of  tlie  promoters  of  the  above  S4-Iieme  nuiy  1k'  obtained  from  Ihn 
Bureau  of  Foretgii  and  Domestic  Connneite  or  one  of  its  district  ottices.  Itefer 
to  flle  No.  71i500.J 


Digitized  by 


Google 


340 


COMMEBCE  BEPOBTEk 


COTTON  SITUATION  IN  BRITISH  WEST  AmCA. 

ICoDsul  W.  J.  Yerbf.  Dakar,  Senegal,  Dec.  IS.] 

At  a  meeting  of  the  council  of  the  British  Cotton  Growing  Associa- 
tion held  in  Mancliester  on  November  2,  it  was  reported  from  West 
Africa  thiit  the  Georgia  and  Uplands  varieties  of  cotton  wliich  have 
been  grown  this  be;ison  on  the  Government  experiment  farm  near 
Ibadiin,  Nij{;eria.  are  doing  very  well,  and  the  plants  are  strong  and. 
flourishing.  This  will  be  the  first  year  that  seed  over  and  above  the 
requirements  of  the  agricultural  department  will  be  available  for 
distribution  to  planters,  and,  states  the  African  Mail,  the  association 
has  decided  to  back  up  the  Government  authonties  in  every  way  by 
paying  an  extra  price  for  cotton  produced  from  this  seed.  It  is  hoped 
that  this  exjjeriment  will  result  m  establishing  a  variety  of  cotton  in 
Lagos  that  will  give  a  higher  percentage  of  lint  to  seed  cotton  and  also 
a  greater  yield  per  acre. 

In  view  of  the  approach  of  the  new  season  it  will  shortly  be  neces- 
sary to  decide  as  to  the  price  to  be  paid  for  seed  cotton  in  Nigeria. 
Last  season  the  association  commenced  by  paying  ^d.  (1|  cents)  per 
pound  for  seed  cotton,  and  later  the  price  was  mcreaseu  to  jd.  (1^ 
cents)  per  pound,  and  had  there  been  n  larger  crop  and  the  buying 
season  spread  over  a  longer  period,  the  association  would  have  fur- 
ther increased  the  buying  price.    Continuing,  the  Mail  say: 

nfew-Crop  Estimates — Pnrchases  to  Date. 

It  in  not  yet  piissihle  to  p-stlmiite  what  the  protluctlon  will  he  next  season,  but 
the  Rrowlns  coiidltioii-s  have  liwii  most  sntisfiu-tory ;  there  is  a  <louht,  howevfr, 
as  to  what  qminlity  of  socd  lias  been  planted,  mid  cstUmites  for  the  new  crop 
ranse  from  10.000  to  jr),000  hales  of  400  pnimds  each.  In  order  to  oncoiirn.w  the 
natives  it  lnis  ticcii  dwidwl  to  pay  tlie  highest  price  that  tlie  market  will  allow. 

Tlie  purchases  of  cotton  hi  Lagos  to  the  end  of  October  nnionnte<l  to  6.050 
bales,  as  eompared  with  lILHll  bales  for  the  like  period  of  1914  and  13,738  bales 
for  ini.'i  The  purcliaws  of  cotton  hi  Northern  Nigeria  to  the  end  of  September 
amninted  to  564  bales,  ns  conuiared  with  523  hales  for  the  corresponding  iM»-Iod' 
of  1914. 

The  associatlor  1ms  had  an  interview  with  tho  North  Nigerian  Director  of 
Agricuiture,  who  Is  very  o|>tlnii!4tlc  ns  regards  the  prosjK'cts  for  cotton  in  cer- 
tain distri<'ts.  altii<iii;;lt  in  suiiie  parts  the  lii;;hor  price  of  otlier  products  has 
affected  the  proilucriini  of  cotton.  TJie  Director  is  of  opinion  that  considerable 
quantities  of  cotioii  can  iM'  produced  in  Nortliern  Nigeria  provided  a  type  of 
.seed  can  l>e  estal)lislied  wliicli  will  give  the  natives  n  Kreater  production  i^r 
acre  Hmn  the  io<  :d  nanl  and  which  will  be  of  better  quality  so  as  to  enable  the 
QS.so('iation  to  Inci-east?  the  buying  price. 

Zzperiments  in  Oold  Coast  Colony. 

A  rei>ort  has  been  issued  by  the  Gold  Coast  Government  on  the 
experiments  in  cotton  gi-owing  made  at  Tamele.  It  states  that  the 
season  hns'bcen  the  most  favorable  one  for  cotton  growing  expe- 
rienced since  the  station  was  opened,  and  the  crop  has  been  emianced 
accordingly. 

The  best  plot  yield  per  acre  for  the  Black  Rattler  variety  for  the 
past  five  seasons  has  been  77  pounds,  46  pounds,  143  pounds,  92 
pounds,  and  241  pounds.   Black  Rattler  constituted  the  main  crop; 

acres  were  planted  with  this  variety,  givinf;  a  total  yield  of 
2.877J  pounds  of  seed  cotton  and  an  average  of  177  pounds  per  acre. 
The  lint  return  for  Black  Rattler  is  not  quite  up  to  the  usual  stand- 
ard, the  best  yield  being  but  31.93  per  cent,  agaixist  33.51  per  cent  for 
the  previous  crop. 
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As  a  single  cultivation  it  becomes  ever  more  apparent  that  cotton 
can  not  be  grown  in  the  Gold  Coast  successfully,  and  the  experi- 
ments with  it  as  a  catch  crop  with  yniiis  are  ]>articulHrly  interesting. 
The  crop  of  cotton,  if  less,  is  reduced  only  to  the  extent  of  the  lower 
number  of  plants,  and  in  addition  a  good  crop  of  vnnis  is  obtained. 
Manuring  the  crop  has  failed  to  give  an  apprcciabfe  increase,  wiuch 
is  quite  contrary  to  what  might  have  been  expected,  as  the  soil  is  un- 
doubtedl3'  poor.  Tlte  small  exjjerinients  coniUictetl  on  the  other  sta- 
tions have  no  great  signilicaucc,  as  cotton  growing  within  the  colony 
has  been  almost  entirely  abandoned. 


HEW  SOVTH  AUEBICAir  POSTAL  CONTENTION. 

IConsiil  lloincr  Bn-tt,  La  OiiRlrn,  Venozuolii,  IVc.  2!).] 

The  Giic^ta  Oficial  of  December  20,  1015,  publishes  the  text  of  a 
new  postal  convention  between  Ecuador,  Bolivia,  Peru,  Colombia, 
and  Venezuela,  which  was  signed  in  Caracas  July  17,  1011,  and  has 
now  been  ratified  by  a  majority  of  the  signatory  nations.  The  prin- 
cipal provision  is  that  the  postage  on  letters  between  any  of  the 
countries  shall  he  3  cents  gold  for  the  lirst  tiO  grams  (0.705  avoirdu- 
pois ounce)  and  2  cents  for  each  additional  20  grams  or  fraction.  A 
letter  from  La  Guaira  to  New  York  nnist  bear  10  cents  goUl  in 
postage,  but  it  may  be  sent  to  La  Paz,  Bolivia,  for  3  cents  though  the 
transportation  charges  are  probably  10  times  as  much  in  the  latter 
case  as  in  the  former. 

Other  rates  are:  Kegis'ti'ation,  2  cents  gold;  business  papers,  5 
cents  gold  for  50  grams  (1.764  ounces)  and  1  cent  for  each  additional 
50  grams  or  fraction;  samples,  I  cent  for  each  100  gi*ams  (3..5*27 
ounces)  or  fraction.  Official  correspondence,  including  that  of  diplo- 
matic and  consular  agents,  is  free.  Sealed  packages  up  to  3  kilos 
(6.614  pounds)  in  weight  may  be  sent  for  25  cents  gold,  and  pro- 
vision is  made  for  the  establishment  of  a  postal  money  order  sen'ice 
between  all  tlie  countries. 


STANDABD  TABLES  FOB  FETBOLETTH  OILS. 

Samjdes  of  petroleum  oil  have  been  collected  from  <lifferent  parts 
of  the  country  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards,  and  the 
specific  gravity  detei'mined  over  a  wide  range  of  temperature.  From 
the  data  obtained  tables  have  been  prepared  for  determining  the  true 
specific  gravity  and  volume  of  oil  at  the  standard  temperature,  when 
these  quantities  ai'e  measui*ed  at  other  temperatures.  Tables  have  also 
been  prepared  for  showing  the  relation  between  specific  gravity, 
Baume  degrees,  and  pounds  per  gallon. 

The  new  tables  will  be  especially  useful  in  <letermining  the  quantity 
of  oil  in  large  shipments.  These  will  very  largely  supersede  the 
privately  issued  oil  tables  heretofore  used.  Circular  No.  67  of  the 
Bureau  of  Standards  presents  the  reauUs  of  these  experiments,  and  it 
may  be  obtained  by  interested  persons  from  that  Bureau. 


Mahogany  to  the  value  of  $242,435  was  invoiced  at  the  American 
consulate  at  Blueiields*,  Nicaragua,  for  the  United  States  during 
1915,  as  compai'ed  with  $374,723  for  1914. 
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CHINA'S  FIOTTE-MIIXnirO  HiBTTSTBT. 

[Consul  General  Oeorge  E.  Anderaon,  HongkoOK,  Nor.  18;  Bee  also  COHHBRCB  BbpOBTS 

for  Dec.  31,  1915.] 

While  the  supply  of  fioiir  from  the  mills  of  central  and  north  China 
has  cut  into  American  flour  trade  in  the  Hongkong  field  from  time  to 
time  during  the  past  ten  years  or  more,  their  trade  has  depended 
largely,  and  often  entirely,  upon  the  price  of  flour  in  the  United 
States.  Because  of  the  high  price  of  flour  ther^  and  in  Europe  and 
because  of  general  development,  the  native  mills  on  the  whole  have 
supplanted  American  trade  to  a  greater  extent  during  the  past  two 
years  than  ever  before,  with  the  possible  exception  of  1910. 
Outlook  for  Industry  Is  VroblematleaL 

What  the  native  flour  industry  is  really  to  become,  however,  has 
l)een  and  still  is  quite  problematical.  Severe  native  competition  with 
American  flour  during  one  or  two  years  has  usually  been  followed  by 
years  in  which  competition  from  native  sources  has  been  practically 
nil  so  far  as  tlie  South  China  market  is  concerned.  Several  causes 
combine  to  make  this  pos.sible,  and  even  inevitable.  In  the  first  place, 
the  supply  of  wheat  for  these  mills  is  highly  irregular,  and  until  there 
is  some  better  system  of  gathering  and  faring  for  Chinese  grain  crops 
and  until  wheat  raising  in  general  has  been  placed  upon  a  more  stable 
basis  there  can  be  no  dependence  upon  the  amount  or  quality  of  wheat 
produced  by  China  during  any  purticulur  season  or  upon  its  equal 
distribution.  • 

Kven  when  sufficient  acreage  of  wheat  is  planted  to  supply  these 
native  mills  at  full  capacity  for  an  entire  year,  the  manner  in  which 
the  grain  is  gathered  and  stored  results  in  such  waste  and  such  poor 
■quality  of  grain  that  the  economical  and  consistent  working  of  the 
mills  is  rendered  diflicult,  if  not  impossible.  Chinese  wheat  is  so  poor 
and  so  dirty  and  comes  usually  in  such  bad  condition  that  Chinese 
flour  manufacturers  are  unable  to  secure  from  it  anything  like  the 
ordinary  proportion  of  flour  obtained  from  wheat  in"  other  parts  of 
the  world.  And,  (m  the  other  hand,  there  is  no  very  satisfactoiy  or 
profitable  outlet  for  this  larger  element  of  waste  or  by-x>roduct. 

mil  Capacity  for  AU  China. 

Only  the  cheapness  of  Chinese  wheat  in  most  seasons,  and  especially 
in  years  of  good  crojis,  has  rendered  Chinese  flour  mills  possible,  and 
even  with  good  cro]>s  it  is  doubtful  if  the  industry  as  a  whole  Is  at  all 
profitable.  Limited  companies  operating  these  mills  as  a  rule  have 
shown  no  profit — certainly  none  when  spread  over  a  number  of  years; 
and  it  is  difiicult  to  understand  the  reason  for  the  growth  of  the  mill- 
ing industry.  Figures  obtained  by  an  American  flour  ex|>ert  after  a 
thorough  canvass  of  the  entire  industry  in  China  show  a  total  capacity 
of  54.700  bags  of  flour  per  day — 30,500  bags  in  Shanghai,  3,200  in 
Hankow,  13.200  in  Wusih,  1,000  in  Wuhu,  1,600  in  Kao-You,  2,000  in 
Haichow,  800  in  Tsinanfu,  and  800  in  Changsha,  these  figures  repre- 
senting bags  of  50  pounds  each — in  all  Chinese  mills  outside  of  51an- 
churia,  with  a  prosjjective  erection  of  mills  having  a  further  total 
capacity  of  6,000  bags. 

The  above  is  the  total  capacity,  but  such  capacity  is  reached  in  but 
few,  if  any,  of  the  mills  in  actual  operation.  Mucn  of  the  year  most 
of  Uiem  are  more  or  less  idle  because  of  a  lack  of  wheat,  and  their 
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outpnf  is  restricted  further  by  the  necessity  of  himdiing  grain  not 
np  to  a  proper  standard.  Figures  as  to  actual  production  are  very 
unreliable,  the  total  capacity  of  mills  noted  implying  a-wrieat  produc- 
tion of  perhaps  25,000,000  bushels  annually.  Thn  area  devoied  to 
wheat  in  much  of  the  Yangtze  Valley  is  very  large,  but  the  product 
is  used  mo-stly  in  the  localities  where  it  is  grown,  being  ground  in 
small  native  mills,  figuring  in  no  trade  returns,  and  not  being  avail- 
able as  n  supply  for  the  nulls  above  listed. 


COTTON  OUTNED  FEOU  1915  CBOF. 

According  to  preliminary  statistics,  prepared  by  the  TTiiited  States 
Bureau  of  Census,  the  number  of  running  bales  (counting  round  as 
half  bales  and  excluding  linters)  of  cotton  ginned  irorn  ihe  growth 
of  1915  prior  to  January  1*!,  1!)16,  Tvas  10,7*i6,-20:J,  compared  with 
14,915,850  bales  for  the  corersponding  date  in  1915,  and  13.582,030 
bales  in  1914.  The  statistics  include  10fi,99f)  round  bales  for  January 
1ft,  1916.  50,942  for  1915,  and  96.807  for  1914.  The  number  of  sea- 
island  bales  included  is  90,736  for  January  16, 1916,  7I?,.-:5  for  1915, 
and  76,277  for  1914. 

Cotton  consumed  during  the  month  of  December,  1015,  amounted 
to  554.725  bales.  Cotton  on  hand  in  consuming  establish ments  on 
Det'embcr  31,  was  1,857,663  bales,  and  in  public  storage  and  at  com- 
presses 5,191,188  bales.  The  number  of  active  ccnsuming  cotton 
s|)indles  for  the  month  was  31,724,095.  Domestic  cotton  exported 
during  December,  1915,  was  558,319  running  bales,  and  foreign  cotton 
imported,  43,679  eqiiivalent  500-pound  bales. 


USE  OF  ELECTBIC  HEATERS  IN  LEEDS  INCBEASES. 

ICoaanl  Homer  U.  Bjrlnitton,  I<n>dB,  Bngland,  3aa.  3.1 

The  revenue  account  of  the  Leeds  electric-lighting  department  for 
the  past  half  year,  recently  presented  to  the  corporation  electi-icity 
committee,  showed  an  increase  of  71  per  cent  in  the  output  of  energy 
for  elertric  heating.  The  corporation  and  the  local  electric  dealei-s 
are  purchasers  of  both  heating  and  cooking  electric  devices,  and  it 
is  beUeved  that  when  the  committee  is  free  to  take  measures  fur  the 
deTelopment  of  thi.s  branch  of  the  business,  the  improved  apparatus 
now  available  and  the  low  price  of  energy  sliould  result  in  a  large 
increase  in  the  sales  of  these  appliances. 

lA  list  of  tlio  T-eods  iloulcrs  nnd  the  iiilcircss  of  (he  forporatloii  (ifficors  may 
be  obtiilntHl  from  the  Bureuii  of  Forfifin  and  L>imit»sHc  Coiiinn'rw  or  Its  (Us- 
trtct  officex.  Itefer  to  flic  No.  71489.] 


TAIUE  OF  SPAIN'S  CBOFS. 

|Ct>u)fUl  Roboi-tson  Hout'y,  SlHdild,  Di'i".  I 

According  to  figiu-es  published  to-day  in  ''A.  II  C."  one  of  the 
leading  dailies  of  Madrid,  Sjjain's  wheat  crop  duriug  the  season  of 
1015  reached  a  value  of  1,348,000.000  pesetas  (peseta=about  l<»-i 
cents) ;  barley,  ;205 ,000,000 ;  rye,  tt(i,00O,00O;  oats.  109.000,000;  maize, 
109,000,000;  vegetables,  148,000,000;  fruit  and  garden,  :i05.000,(i00 ; 
a  total  of  2,220,000,000.  These  crops  in  1914  had  a  value  of  1,742,- 
OOOpOO  pesetas,  states  the  journal  i'cferi*ed  to.- 
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[CoQHul  Luct<?n  Memmfnger,  Madras,  India,  Nov.  10.} 


According  to  a  season  and  crop  report,  issued  by  the  Board  of 
Revenue  of  the  Madras  Government,  the  European  war  was  the 
most  potent  cause  affecting  agriculture  in  Soutnem  India  within 
the  year  ended  March  31,  1915.  It  will  be  some  years  before  tlie 
effect  can  be  correctly  appreciated,  says  the  report,  but,  on  the  whole, 
the  Presidency  has  come  through  a  difficult  year  satisfactorily. 

As  the  countries  now  at  war  with  Great  Britain  were  in  normal 
times  large  buyers  of  cotton,  groundnut,  and  coconut  products,  very 

treat  dislocations  in  the  values  of  these  commodities  occurred  in  the 
rst  few  months. 

Native-grown  cotton,  which  shortly  before  the  war  had  been  selling 
at  $54.50  per  candy  of  500  pounds,  fell  to  ^9.19  in  January,  slowly 
rose  again  to  $45.09  in  April,  1915,  and  was  apparently  once  more  on 
the  down  grade  at  the  time  of  issuing  the  report. 

Chai^i  in  Price  of  Groandnnts. 

Groundnut  kernels  threatened  to  become  a  drug  upon  the  market, 
but  the  low  price  stimulated  internal  consumption  and  export  to  Cal- 
cutta, with  the  result  that  the  price  of  the  nut  steadily  rose  and 
was  fetching  $9.97  per  candy  of  529  pounds  in  June,  1915.  For  a 
short  time  there  were  signs  of  approaching  distress  among  the  classes 
that  generally  prepare  coir  on  the  West  Coast,  but  the  coconut  mar- 
ket recovered  rapidly.  Thus,  taken  as  a  whole,  the  slump  in  prices 
on  account  of  the  war,  according  to  the  report,  Yi&s  not  produced  such 
serious  effects  as  were  at  one  time  apprehended,  and  on  the  whole  the 
ryots  have  been  able  to  withstand  the  adverse  conditions  bettei'  than 
was  anticipated. 

Prices  of  food  grains  have  fallen  generally,  and  those  of  cattle 


have  also  fallen.  On  the  otner  hand,  indigo  seed  reached  the  record 
price  of  $0.32  per  Madras  measure,  while  pepper,  ginger,  and  chillies 
on  the  West  Coast  all  advanced  very  considerably.  The  pri(»  of 
jaggery  (native  sugar)  rose  in  the  various  districts  by  amounts  vary- 
ing from  25  to  66  per  cent  of  those  prevailing  in  the  previous  year. 

The  area  under  indigo  and  sugar-cane  will  undoubtedly  be  in- 
creased, and  even  at  present  prices,  cultivation  of  cotton  and  ground- 
nuts still  pays,  it  is  said.  It  is  considered  very  doubtful  if  the  area 
under  these  crops  will  be  much  restricted.  One  result  of  the  fall  in 
the  value  of  oil  seeds  has  been  that  poonacs  (cake  left  after  express- 
ing oil)  have  become  cheaper  and  have  been  more  widely  used  tot 
manurial  purposes. 

Bemand  for  Farming  Implements  Interests  Americans. 

A  statement  in  the  report  of  possible  interest  to  American  manure- 
turers  of  agricultural  implements  is  that  general  interest  in  better 
implements  is  arising  in  the  south.  The  demand  for  iron  plows  was 
checked  only  by  freight  difficulties  and  uncertainty  of  supply. 

The  Madras  Presidency  occupies  an  area  of  139,698  square  miles,  or 
slightly  more  than  the  total  combined  area  of  Minnesota  and  Iowa. 
The  total  crop  area  in  1914-15  was  89,000,000  acres,  against  a  normal 
area  of  38,161,000  acres. 


have,  in  some 


about  30  per  cent.    Cash  wages 
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AlCBSICAir  OFPOBTVriTT  IH  TIStBm, 

[From  an  nrtlcte  by  a  bDsinosB  man  enKftK«d  In  RpllinK  Amprlcnn  goods  in  Flnlanil  and 
nortbern  Itusaia  ;  traosmftted      Commercial  Agent  W.  C.  Huntington,  Cblcago,  Jnn.  7.] 

The  area  of  Finland  is  144,250  square  miles  and  its  population  is 
about  3,200,000.  The  people  ore  not  of  Slavic  race.  AI}out  8i>.5  per 
cent  speak  Finnish,  10  per  cent  SwetliKh,  0.3  per  cent  llussian,  and 
C.2  per  cent  other  languages.  The  country  has  an  excellent  school 
system  and  ranks  high  in  literacy.  Lutheran  is  the  State  religion. 
Finland  has  its  own  monetary  system,  and  little  Russian  money  is  in 
circulation  there;  the  value  of  the  Finnish  mark  is  $0,193.  The  rail- 
x*oads,  customhouses,  and  taxation  system  of  Finland  are  in  excellent 
condition.  General  agriculture  and  dairying  are  the  principal  oc- 
cupations, employing  about  80  per  cent  of  the  population,  and  during 
the  last  feyr  years  new  fanning  methods  have  been  adopted,  which  in- 
volve the  use  of  agricultural  machinery.  American  manufacturers  of 
farm  machinery  will  find  great  possibilities  in  this  territory. 

The  foreign  trade  of  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Finland  has  flourished 
during  the  last  decade,  war  time  excluded.  The  yearly  imports  have 
been  about  $100,000,000  and  exports  about  $70,000,000;  the  trade  with 
Germany  has  amounted  to  about  $50,000,000  per  year.  The  merchant 
marine  of  the  Grand  Duch^,  which  has  a.  registration  of  600,000  ttms, 
has  carried  on  business  with  all  European  countries,  as  well  as  the 
United  States. 

If  American  firms  wish  to  make  arrangements  for  agencies  it  will 
be  necessary  to  consider  that  the  conditions  in  Finland  are  diiferent 
from  those  in  the  rest  of  the  Empire.  Some  American  business  men 
have  been  of  the  opinion  that  an  agency  at  either  Petrograd  or  Mos- 
cow will  be  able  to  take  care  of  me  business  in  the  entire  Russian 
£mpire,  Finland  included.  But  one  general  agency  is  not  aufficient 
even  for  the  Russian  Empire,  exclusive  of  Finland,  because  its  terri- 
toiy  extends  into  many  different  climatic  belts  and  includes  many 
different  peoples.  Much  less  will  such  agencies  be  able  effectively  to 
extend  their  operations  to  Finland.  Finland  has  sometimes  been 
placed  under  Scandinavian  agencies,  but  without  satisfactory  results. 

A  portion  of  the  annual  imports  into  Finland  from  the  neighbor- 
ing countries  of  Gennany,  Denmark,  and  Sweden  is  originally  from 
the  United  States,  and  the  wide-awake  business  men  of  Finland  wish 
to  get  into  direct  connection  with  American  producers.  liy  such  di- 
rect commercial  relations  Americans  will  get  the  benefit  of  the  Finnish 
tariff,  which  is  decidedly  lower  than  the  Russian.  In  the  Finnish 
business,  sales  on  three  to  six  months'  credit  are  advantageous  and 
safe.  Finland's  buying  public  has  a  high  standard  of  living,  and  its 
buying  power  is  comparatively  large.  American  firms  would  do  well , 
to  make  a  strong  bid  for  Finnish  trade,  and  to  make  it  from  Helsing- 
fors  and  not  from  Petrograd  or  Moscow. 

[The  annual  rtiwrt  on  Finland,  trnnsniittcd  by  Consul  Noitit  Winsliip  at 
Petrograd  and  covering  the  trade  for  1914,  was  published  as  Supplement  to 
GOHMEBCE  Rkpobtb  Nq.  13c,  Aug.  28. 1915.1 


A  food-inspection  decision  has  been  issued  by  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture,  permitting  the  use  of  tartrazine  in  color- 
ing food  products.  Seven  other  coal-tar  dyes  have  been  permitted  in 
foods  since  the  enactment  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 
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THE  HOKOEONG  HABBWABE  TRADE. 

[Consul  General  Gt'orifc  R.  Anderson,  llongkonjt,  Rritlsh  China,  Not.  20.1 

The  T\'ars  interference  with  Hongkong's  hardware  trade  has  been 
distinctly  to  the  advantage  of  the  American  manufacturer,  and  more 
hardware  of  American  make  is  coming  into  Hongkong  at  present 
tlian  ever  before,  though  the  total  volume  of  imports  of  such  goods 
into  the  port,  and  into  South  China  generally,  is  far  below  normal. 
The  sale  of  foreign  hardware  among  the  Chinese  was  increasing, 
but  the  high  prices  now  asked  for  foieign  hardware  iirodiicts  have 
resulted  in  a  return  to  the  use  of  many  native  tools  and  appliances; 
and  this  fact,  together  with  depressed  trade  conditions,  explains  the 
lower  course  of  imports. 

In  carpenters'  tools  the  trade  heretofore  has  been  chiefly  British 
and  German,  the  latter  representing  the  mass  of  cheap  tools.  Amer- 
ican tools  as  a  rule  are  too  high  in  quality  and  price  for  the  Chinese 
workman.  Chinese  tools  are  still  used  very  largely,  and  where 
foreign  ones  are  employed  they  are  mostly  British.  With  the  gradual 
disappearance  of  the  stock  of  these  goods,  however,  there  hns  arisen 
a  distmct  delnand  for  American  saws,  hammers,  vises,  and  the  like. 
Dealers  report  that  there  is  usually  too  much  nickel  plating  about 
American  goods  to  attract  buyers  here. 

Enameled  Ware  ajid  Alnminnm  Vtenslls. 

In  the  enameled-ware  trade  there  seems  to  be  little  movement.  The 
greater  portion  of  this  trade  normally  is  Austrian.  Since  the  war, 
however,  dealers  have  had  to  depend  upon  American  and  Japanese 
manufacturers.  American  goods,  as  a  whole,  are  high  in  quality, 
hence  too  hi^h  in  price ;  the  Japanese  ^ods  are  low  in  price  but  too 
poor  in  quality  to  satisfy  the  trade.  Chinese  users  of  enameled  basins, 
cups,  and  similar  articles  have  come  to  like  a  fair  quality  at  a  price 
within  their  reach.  Sales  have  been  large  and  would  be  larger  if  the 
desired  quality  could  be  had,  but  goods  now  supplied  from  any  source 
fail  to  meet  the  demand. 

American  aluminum  utensils  are  increasingly  in  demand,  and  the 
tra.de  is  growing  independently  of  war  conditions.  Before  the  war 
German  goods  were  imported  in  competition  with  the  American  prod- 
ucts, but  tine  latter  were,  on  the  whole,  able  to  dominate  the  market, 
and  at  present  are  practically  the  only  ones  imported. 

Cutlery  and  Locks. 

There  is  a  good  demand  for  meat  choppers,  which  is  being  supplied 
almost  entirely  by  American  makers ;  but  American  galvanized 
buckets  apparently  are  able  to  little  more  than  hold  their  own  with 
'similar  pails  from  Great  Britain.  Scissors,  pocketlcnives,  and  the  like 
are  largely  American ;  before  the  war  the  Continent  had  a  large  share 
of  this  trade,  but  American  lines  are  the  ones  chiefly  imported  now. 
Table  cutlery  is  almost  altogether  English  at  present. 

The  demand  for  locks  is  increasing  and  the  goods  now  purchased 
are  very  largely  American.  The  call  for  American  locks  of  the 
Yale  type  is  especially  strong,  and  an  aggressive  campaign  is  being 
waged  m  this  market  in  behalf  of  a  line  of  American  locks,  door 
closers,  safes,  and  similar  articles  with  most  satisfactory  results. 
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DEMOVSTSATXON  07  ELECTBICAL  AFPU&HGES. 

[Consol  W.  A.  Bickers,  Bobart,  TasmanlB.  Dec.  7.1 

The  display  and  practical  demcnstration  of  electrical  appliances 
for  heating,  cooking,  and  lighting  that  was  held  in  Hobart  daring 
the  week  endinc  November  '27,  under  the  management  of  the  Tas- 
manian  hydroelectric  department,  aroused  much  interest  and  was 
very  successful  from  every  point  of  view.  [Announcement  of  this 
demonstration  was  made  in  Commerce  Reports  for  Jidy  23, 1915.] 

As  the  hydroelectric  plant  will  be  completed  within  a  few  months 
and  there  will  be  available  far  more  power  than  is  consumed  at 
present,  the  State  of  Tasmania,  which  owns  and  will  operate  this 
plant,  was  faced  with  the  ]>roblem  of  obtaining  an  enlarged  market 
for  electricity.  It  was  decided  that  the  best  available  outlet  lay  in 
the  increased  use  of  electricity  in  the  homes,  and,  knowing  tliat  some 
»iucationaI  work  was  necessary,  the  Government  invited  dealers  in 
electrical  appliances  to  cooperate  with  it  in  giving  a  demonstration 
of  the  many  practical  uses  to  which  electricity  could  be  put. 

Irocal  Dealers  Heartily  Cooperate. 

As  the  Government  was  offering  to  furnish  electricity  for  heating 
and  cooking  for  2  cents  j>er  unit,  there  was  no  difliculty  in  obtaining 
the  hearty  cooperation  of  firms  dealing  in  such  goods.  Six  local 
firms  and  three  Melbourne  firms  had  displays,  and  in  connection 
therewith  an  electric  cafe  served  meals  and  luncheons. 

As  to  the  countries  of  origin,  small  quantities  were  manufactured 
in  Australia,  and  there  was  a  display  of  motors  from  Sweden;  the 
large  proportion  of  the  goods  were  either  of  American  or  British 
origin,  and  it  is  safe  to  state  that  there  were  as  many  of  American 
make  as  British.  In  cocking  appliances  American  wares  clearly  pre- 
dominated, while  British  makes  had  the  advantage  in  heating  and 
lighting  appliances.  Fair  quantities  of  the  heating  appliances  were 
of  local  manufacture. 

The  General  Electric  and  the  "Hotpoint"  products  formed  the 
bulk  of  the  American  display,  thoiigh  a  few  articles  of  other  Ameri- 
can fii*ms  were  to  be  found.  The  British  Westinghouse,  the  British 
General  Electric,  and  the  "  Magnet"  products  were  the  most  promi- 
nent of  the  goods  of  British  origin. 
Tasmania  Now  Offers  an  ExceUeat  Field. 

Tasmania  at  the  present  time  offers  an  exceptional  market  for  these 
appliances  and  for  all  electrical  goods  necessary  for  the  installation 
of  power  in  homes  and  small  factories.  In  my  opinion  American 
firms  dealing  in  these  classes  of  goods  should  make  an  effort  to  sell 
direct  to  dealers  here  or  should  appoint  a  local  dealer  as  agent  for 
their  products.  One  very  good  line  of  American  cooking  appliances 
is  at  a  disadvantage  in  this  market  because  it  must  be  procured  from 
an  agent  in  Melbourne.  In  many  lines  the  arrangement  of  having 
general  agents  in  Melbourne  and  Sydney  from  whom  local  dealers 
can  obtain  their  supplies  as  needed  has  much  to  recommend  it  and 
■was  probably  justifiable  in  these  goods  up  to  the  present  time,  as 
sales  did  not  justify  dealers  in  carrying  large  stocks;  bnt  with  the 
close  competition  to  be  expected  in  this  field  from  now  on  it  is  neces- 
saiy  that  goods  should  be  obtained  here  with  as  little  expense  as 
possible  or  else  the  local  merchant  will  be  at  a  disadvantage  with 
those  dealers  who  are  able  to  buy  direct  from  the  factory. 
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THE  nsHnro  pobt  of  la  roghezxe. 

[Consul  Kvnnolh  Shtart  Patton.  iJt  Rorbellp,  Fntnra,  Dec.  22;  seo  nlso  COUUERCB 
RKi'onTS  for  Oc(.  2,  101!^.] 

A  report  which  has  been  made  at  the  instance  of  the  French  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Merchant  Marine,  with  the  view  of  ascer- 
taining the  most  suitable  phiee  for  the  establishment  of  a  fjreat  fish- 
ing port  on  tlie  Atlantic,  furnishes  the  following  interoBting  details 
concerning  the  fishing  port  of  La  Rochelle: 

This  port  at  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  was  the  second  fishing  port 
of  France,  ranking  after  Houlogne-sur-Mer.  At  tlie  present  moment 
it  has  wrested  the  primacy  fi'om  Boidogne-sur-Mer.  In  normal 
times  the  iiH  steam  trawlers  of  the  port  bring  in  an  average  monthly 
catch  of  1,000  tons.  These  steam  trawlers  have  all  at  various  times 
\teen  requisitioned  by  the  French  Government,  and  now  only  the  old 
steam  trawlers  which  had  fallen  in  disuse  are  in  active  service  after 
the  necessary  repaii-s  were  made.  Of  the  97  sailing  vessels  serving: 
ihe  port  before  the  war  only  33  are  able  to  continue  their  fishing. 

other  Sections  Contribute  to  La  Boehelle's  Growtlt. 

The  port  of  La  Rochelle  does  not  depend  wholly  upon  the  home 
vessels  for  its  fish.  It  is  frequented  the  year  around  by  Breton  fish- 
ermen, and  from  100  to  150  of  their  boats  normally  sell  their  fish 
in  the  local  markets.  In  1911  the  sales  of  fish  in  the  market  place 
of  La  Rochelle  netted  $1,007,219;  in  1912,  $978,880;  in  1913.  $917,955; 
and  finally  in  1914,  $549,561,  despite  the  fact  that  the  last  five  months 
of  the  year  were  barren  ones  for  the  fishermen.  These  figures  do 
not  show  the  sum  total  produced  by  the  sale  of  fish  at  La  Rochelle  in- 
asmuch as  since  1910  the  companies  operating  the  steam  trawlers 
have  not  soUl  their  fish  through  the  market  i)lace  but  made  their 
sales  directly  to  the  consumers.  This  means  that  since  that  date 
12,000  tons  of  fisli  annually  must  be  added  to  the  above-mentioned 
totals. 

In  addition  to  the  important  fishing  flotilla  of  La  Rochelle  there 

must  be  mentioned  that  of  the  lie  de  Re,  which  counts  160  small  boats, 
and  those  of  Esnandes  and  other  small  neighboring  poi*ts,  which 
bring  in  a  comparatively  large  part  of  their  catches  to  this  port. 
Everything  points  to  La  Rochelle  as  the  great  fishing  port  of  France 
on  the  Atlantic  both  on  account  of  the  quantity  and  the  quality  of  the 
fish.  The  fish  passing  through  this  market  are  of  the  finer  quality 
and  not  herring  as  at  Boulogne-sur-Mer.  It  may  be  added  that  in 
case  of  a  glut  of  the  market  the  several  local  fertilizer  factories  offer 
a  ready  market  for  the  surplus. 


DEMAND  FOB  TAFAKESE  XATCHES. 

[Consul  General  Oeorce  E.  Anderson,  liongkongj 

Japanese  matches  have  come  to  dominate  the  South  China  match 
trade,  largely  as  a  result  of  war  conditions.  The  situation  in  Europe 
is  such  that  considerable  quantities  of  Japanese  matches  are  now 
passing  through  Hongltong  on  their  way  to  Europe,  and  the  European 
shipping  conference  lines  have  been  asked  to  make  special  arrange- 
ments mr  more  space  for  these  Japanese  goods  in  the  immediate 
future.  The  jj^at  variation  in  the  price  of  sulphate  of  potash  which 
has  been  experienced  since  1914  has  perturbed  tlie  entire  trade. 
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TALmS  OF  COFFES  MIHE  IN  TASHABU. 

tCoasul  W.  A.  Blckcra,  Hobnrt,  Dec.  0.1 

By  far  the  largest  mining  enterprise  in  Tasmania  is  the  Mount 
lijeU  Mining  &  Bailway  Co.  (Ltd.).  The  offices  are  at  Melbourne 
and  the  mines  are  located  at  Qiieenstown,  Tasmania.  While  the  en- 
tire commercial  and  industrial  life  of  tlie  West  Coast  of  Tasmania  is 
connected  very  closely  with  Melbourne  there  is  little  communication 
between  Hobart  and  Queenstown.  Because  of  the  remoteness  it  is 
difficult  to  obtain  information  concerning  the  activities  of  this  en- 
terprise. 

Ejxtracts  from  the  report  of  the  company  for  the  six  months  ended 
September  30,  1915,  show  that  173.1!>5  tons  of  ore  were  mined, 
176,463  tons  were  treated,  and  an  average  of  2.1)3  blast  furnaces  were 
kept  in  blast.  The  hydroelectric  plant  was  in  continuous  operation 
and  gave  perfect  satisfaction.  Surveys  have  been  made  with  a  view 
of  enlarging  the  plant,  and  construction  work  is  in  progress  on  a  flo- 
tation plant,  and  also  on  a  new  reservoir  which  will  have  a  capacity 
of  54.000.000  gallons. 

The  total  value  of  mineral  products  in  Tasmania  for  the  years 
1913  and  1914  was  $7,000,000  and  $5,000,000,  respectively,  to  which 
the  Mount  Lyell  Mining  &  Railway  Co.  contributed  very  largely. 
The  balance  sheet  on  September  30.  1915,  showed  that  the  company 
had  a  paid-np  capital  of  over  $6,000,000,  with  assets  aggregating 
about  twice  that  amount.  The  works  and  plants,  which  are  under 
the  management  of  an  American  mining  engineer,  are  deemed  the 
mo.t^t  efficient  in  Australia  and  will  compare  favorably  with  any  in 
the  world.  The  head  office  of  the  company  is  located  at  380  Collins 
Street,  Melbourne,  Victoria. 


CONOESSIONS  GB&nTEI)  IN  CHUE. 

tConmil  Oenera]  L.  J.  Ke^nn,  Vnlpnraho,  Dec.  7,  17,  and  21.] 

The  Government  of  Chile  has  granted  the  following  concessions 
and  extensions  of  time  for  the  con^ruction  or  the  completion  of  cer- 
tain works:  To  Mr.  Santiago  Schweitzer,  a  lO-year  concession  in  the 
town  of  Calbuco  for  the  purpose  of  installing  an  electric  light  and 
power  plant;  to  Mr.  William  Braden.  a  permission  to  lay  a  telegraph 
line  between  Chanaral  and  Pueblp  Hundido;  to  Mr.  Alfredo  Steel, 
a  permission  to  construct  a  pier  destined  to  unload  explosives  in  the 
port  of  Herradura;  to  Juan  de  Dios  Morande,  an  extension  of  time 
for  the  completion  of  the  work  of  electrifying  the  railroad  between 
Santiago  and  Carrascal;  to  Mi'.  Carlos  Magno  Coggiola,  permission 
to  build  an  electric  hiilway  from  Santiago  Blanqueado,  with  a 
branch  line  in  Santiago,  to  Plaza  Argentina;  to  the  firm  of  Sociedad 
Keller  and  Widermann,  through  Mr.  Carlos  Schurmann,  permission 
to  supply  the  town  of  San  Jose  de  la  Mariquina  with  electric  light; 
to  Mr.  Luis  E.  Silva,  an  extension  of  time  for  the  installation  of  elec- 
tric light  in  the  cities  of  San  Antonio  and  LloUeo. 


There  were  4,307,700  bunches  of  bananas,  valued  at  $2,197,250,  in- 
voiced at  the  American  consular  agencv  at  Boons  del  Torn.  Panama, 
for  die  United  States  during  1915,  compared  with  5,001,500  bunches, 
yalned  at  $2^60,850,  for  1914. 
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GREATER  UINER&L  PRODUCTION  POSSIBLE  IH  IHVIA. 

[Conmil  JnmpH  Ollvof  I^lng'.  KaritchI,  India,  Not.  27  and  20.] 

The  (Joverninent  report  on  the  production  of  minerals  in  India 
has  just  been  ifisiied.  This  jiublication  is  prepared  once  in  five  years, 
and  the  present  edition  carries  the  information  up  to  the  end  of  1913. 

The  value  of  the  annual  output  of  minerals  of  all  kinds  is  given 
as  approxiniatelv  i|i50,0()0.000,  of  which  $18.7r)0,000  represents  coal, 
$11,250,000  f>;old,  ii;r>,000,000  petroleum,  $G.'i5O,O0O  manganese, 
$2,500,000  salt,  and  tlie  remainder  smaller  (iuantitie.s  of  miscellaneous 
minerahs,  iueludin^?  saltpeter,  mica,  tunfrsten,  and  diromite.  Karachi 
and  this  diytriot  are  particularlj'  interested  in  salt,  chroniite,  petro- 
leum, and  coal. 

Salt  is  produced  commercially  along  the  sencoast  near  Karachi.^and 
many  native  villafres  have  small  salt  pans  for  their  own  use.  Chro- 
mite  is  produced  in  British  Baluchistan,  and  is  brought  by  the  North- 
western Railway  to  Karachi  for  export. 

British  steam  coal  is  imported  through  Karachi,  and  tlie  North- 
western Kaihvay,  wiiich  lias  its  sea  terminus  here,  owns  mines  in  this 
consular  district.  Probably  the  best  coal  produced  in  Tn<lia  is  the 
tJherriah  Bengal.  The  product  from  parts  of  the  Punjab  has  too 
large  an  element  of  sulphur,  and  bm-ns  out  grate  bars. 
Tossiblllties  in  the  Petroleum  Field. 

Petroleum  is  i)roduced  in  Burma,  and  a  small  quantity  in  Assam. 
Attempts  have  been  made  to  develop  wells  in  the  Punjab,  but  .so  far 
the  output  is  negligible.  For  years,  there  has  been  talk  about  what 
the  Indian  (Sovernment  intenils  to  do  in  developing  the  petroleum 
tield  in  the  Punjab,  but  little  of  a  definite  natiu-c  has  been  accom- 
plished. A  private  concern,  however,  has  been  looking  over  the  field 
this  year.  It  is  too  early  to  know  what  this  concern  will  do. 

Las  Beyla  territory,  north  of  the  Province  of  Sihd,  is  being  pros- 
pected by  the  Burma  Oil  Co.,  which  employs  experienced  American 
drillers  and  engineers.  The  Staiidard  Oil  Co.  has  a  dei>ot  here,  and 
imports  large  quantities  of  kerosene  for  distribution  throughout 
Northwe.st  India. 

In  1864,  the  output  of  Indian  saltpeter  was  valued  at  $4,500,000.  In 
1013,  the  value  was  $1,325,000. 

Kapid  Increase  in  Output  from  Tungsten  Fields. 

Tlie  chief  tungsten  fields  are  in  Burma.  The  increase  in  output 
there  has  lieen  vei-y  I'apid.  In  li)0{),  only  7  tons  were  ]>roduced,  but 
in  1913  the  figure  had  risen  to  1,688  tons.'  Tungsten  is  esi>e<'ially  val- 
uable and  useful  at  present,  as  it  is  used  not  onl^v  in  making  incandes- 
cent electric  lamps,  but  also  in  the  '* self-hardening"  steel  process, 
which  does  away  with  temjiering.  It  also  causes  tools  to  keep  an  edge 
when  friction  has  produced  gi-eat  heat.  This  greatly  increases  the 
usefulness  of  liigh-spoed  cutting  tools.  It  is  probable  that  the  tung- 
sten output  in  Burma  will  be  increased.  Manganese  will  also  increase. 
Large  Imports  of  Kinerals  and  Mineral  Products. 

In  spite  of  the  large  quantity  of  minerals  ]H'oduced  in  India,  and 
the  possibility  of  increasing  them,  about  $100,000,000  worth  of  min- 
erals and  mineral  products  arc  imported  animally.  One  reason  for 
this  importation  is  that  the  by-products  of  the  industry  are  not,  as 
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a  rule,  saved  in  India,  or  else  the  crude  mineral  is  exported  without 
a  chance  to  obtain  by-products.  A  large  percentage  of  the  imported 
material  could  be  produced  in  India  from  Indian  crude  minerals. 
Sir  Thomas  Holland  expresses  this  idea  in  the  preceding  quinquen- 
nial report,  and  the  statement  applies  quite  us  well  to-day.  He  says: 

In  nitKlern  metal hu-fji«il  and  cliemlciil  dovclopiupnts,  the  by-product  has  come 
to  t)e  11  serious  mid  iiidisiM"iisal>le  item  in  the  sources  of  prolit,  and  the  failure 
to  uti'ize  the  liy-products  necessarily  Involves  nefilect  of  the  minerals  that  will 
not  pay  to  woi-k  for  the  metal  alone.  Copper-sulphide  ores  are  conspicuous 
examples  of  the  kind — many  of  tlie  most  i>rofltnl)le  copi>er  mines  in  the  world 
could  not  be  worked  but  Sot  the  demand  for  sulphur  tu  suIphuric-acld  inanufnc- 
ture.  and  for  sutr'iurlc  acid  there  wouUl  be  no  (Ic^nuind  but  for  n  string  of  other 
cliemlcal  Industries  In  which  It  Is  used.  A  country  like  India  must  he  content, 
therefore,  to  pay  for  imports  until  industries  arise  demanding  a  sulficient  num- 
ber of  chemical  products  to  complete  nn  economic  i-ycle,  for  chemical  and 
inetallurgleal  industries  are  essentially  gr^arlous  In  thotf  liabits. 

The  Indian  market  for  manganese  probably  will  stiffen  as  a  result 
of  the  cutting  off  of  the  Kussian  supply.  This  supply  was  formerly 
exported  from  the  Caucasus  region  through  the  Dardanelles.  In 
the  fii"st  half  of  1914,  Caucasian  ore  amounting  to  630,000  tons  was 
shipped  from  Poti  and  Itatum.  In  the  second  half  of  the  year  only 
84,000  tons  were  shipped.  About  98  per  cent  of  these  shipments  go 
to  foreign  countries  in  normal  times.  In  1913,  the  quantity  expoi-ted 
from  these  ports  was  970,000  tons. 


AKEBICAN  CONSUI^  OFFICERS  OH  tEKVZ  OF  ABSEHCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Nanuh 

Port. 

Explra- 
Uono( 
vonue. 

Addrw. 

Chwliir*.  Honlnirn  

Canada,  Will  limW  

TsloKtau,  China  

Verai'nit,  Merieo  

Haracalbo,  Veowufilrt. 
San  Luts  PotosI, 
Mexico. 

Jan.  31 
Jan.  31 
Feb.  1 
Fob.  17 
Feb.  13 

Department  01  State,  WashloztoD,  D.C^ 
Do. 

WlnohMUr,  In1. 

m  Chufcta  SUeot,  Mobile,  Ala. 

1903  NorUi  Bush  dtreat,  6anta  Au,CaL 

'  Consul  Wilbert  I.  Bonnej'  will  rltit  Bnn  Francfsco,  Los  AoReles,  and  San  Dlexo,  Cal., 
and  Ban  Antonio.  Tex.,  and  will  advise  the  Cbamber  of  Commerce  in  each  of  these  cities  of 
his  arrival  and  address. 

IBOH  CONSTBUCTION  UATEBIALS  IS  COSTA  BICA. 

[Consul  Chester  Ilonaldson,  I'ort  Limon.] 

The  total  importation  of  iron  construction  and  roofing  materials 
at  this  port  is  valued  at  about  $300,000  per  annum,  but  much  of  this 
is  intended  for  sale  in  the  interior  cities  of  Costa  Kica.  However,  the 
greater  part  of  this  business  is  done  by  firms  having  branch  houses  in 
Both  the  Port  Limon  and  the  San  Jose  districts.  The  United  States 
furnishes  about  50  per  cent  of  the  total,  Great  Britain  about  33  per 
cent,  and  Germany  15  per  cent. 

[A  list  of  the  principal  Importers  of  construction  materials  In  the  Port  Limon 
district  may  be  obtained  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Ckimmerce  or 
cme  of  Its  district  offices.  Befer  to  file  70556.] 
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IlomrJiold  and  office  Jarnlttirv.  vtiUapHiblc  go-carts,  etc..  No.  19922. — An  Ainert- 
<-fln  consulnr  utitifr  In  Simth  Africa  reports  that  a  man  In  his  district  de* 
Hires  to  iv]>resiMit  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  household  and 
oflire  furntlure,  cunaiisihle  Ro-ciirts,  and  lumiltatton  leather,  etc.,  for  up- 
holstering, ('orresiwiidenre  may  be  lu  EuRtlKh. 

Box  sJtookJi.  No.  19923. — A  fimi  in  the  West  IndicH  Informs  an  American  cousiilnr 
officer  that  It  desli-es  to  i-t^iresent  American  manufacturers  of  box  shooks. 
Itefcrcnccs  iiro  pivcii. 

A'jcncj/,  No.  1092-1. — A  mint  in  Eiislaml  writes  that  lio  desires  to  communicate 
with  American  niannfacturers  desiring  to  extend  their  exjiort  trade  in  India 
ami  tlic  Far  Knst.  No  pnrticuliir  line  Is  mentioned.  Ilofereuces  arc  given. 

SapphircH  and  aiKilc.  So,  l!)02rK — A  firm  In  the  United  States  writes  that  it  would 
lllie  to  comuuuiiciitc  with  Aniericiin  tirnis  or  individuals  in  a  position  to 
suiiply  KTontnna  sapphirt^  iind  the  hwt  aanllty  ng&te  In  large  quantities,  for 
exportation  to  Euroiienn  couniries. 

Klcrtrir  lanipn,  tnill))i,  am'  arrrsKfirica.  No.  1!>!)2('t. — A  conntierolnl  aseiit  of  the 
Itnrcan  tnmsmlts  an  iiuiulry  from  a  iinn  In  the  Netherlands  which  desires 
to  receive  samples,  prices,  and  full  informatitin  from  American  mnuuFac- 
turers  of  limjislen  melul  filament  electric  li;;lits,  similar  to  that  known  as 

"Astra";  tmlhs  for  clcclric  li;:hts,  ami  accessories  for  same. 

Carpet  maivikO,  N(».  lJtf)27. — A  Ftelirlnn  who  Is  temi«irarily  wslding  In  KiiglaiKl 
writes  tliat  lie  ilcslres  to  coimtmuicHle  with  American  priNhieers  and  ex- 
IKirters  of  nintci-iiils  used  In  mattlnf;  cari);'ts. 

Aluminum  platrn.  fthnn.  uuiomohUvH.  i-t<:.  No.  1iW)2S. — A  mini  In  the  United 
States  wrilc.-t  tlmt  his  mrrespondcnt  in  Si»aln  dtwlrcs  to  receive  catalocues 
and  pri<-es  from  American  mannfiu'tiirei-s  of  snap  fastenei-s  for  women's 
clothing,  alnminnm  iilates.  flints  for  pm'kct  ci^'arelte  Huhtei-s,  unused  ix)sl- 
tlve  and  ne;;ative  lilnLs,  and  mixlerate-priceil-automohlles. 

Tent  iMlfx,  Ni>.  1!W)29. — Tlie  Ilurean  is  in  receipt  of  an  Ifitjulry  from  a  firm  In  a 
neutral  cinintry  In  the  Near  Kast  wlilch  desires  to  rtn-eive  catalogues, 
saw^es,  and  prices  f<H*  whoU^sale  quantities  of  tent  poles.  A  sketcli  of  the 
tent  iKiles  desired  uuiy  be  exauUnetl  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  offices, 
(liefer  to  file  No.  80.) 

Aymcy,  No.  li)0;tf). — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Biiniui  transnUts  an  Inquiry  from 
a  man  in  Soutli  Africa  who  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers. 
No  particular  line  Is  mentloneil.   References  are  given, 

Uachintry,  etc.,  No.  19931. — The  <'onnneriiaI  ultachO  of  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce in  Paris  reiKu-ts  that  n  man  in  France  desires  to  represent  American 
mannlaclarers  of  agricultural,  mining,  printing,  and  textile  machinery; 
also  light  hardware. 

(inntlinc  rni/iiir.i.  No.  1!)9.12. — An  American  ceJisular  ofhciT  in  ranada  reports 
that  a  nuui  in  his  district  Is  In  the  market  lor  inmie<llate  delivery  of  about  15 
gasoline  engines,  from  1  to  2P  horsepowei*,  <ine  cylinder,  upper  cooled,  suit- 
able for  farm  use.   Iteferences  are  given.  ('orr*'Spomlen<v  may  be  In  English. 

Plwtoifraphic  xiipiflicii,  No.  199.i;i. — A  man  In  India  informs  an  American  consular 
officer  tliat  he  (Uwlres  to  he  jilaced  In  touch  with  Amerlttm  firms  manufac- 
turing machinery  for  photogiaiililc  plate  and  paper  coating  apiwrntus,  also 
mauufuetui-ers  of  glass  for  photo  ilry  plates,  higlt-class  gelatines  for  photo 
processes,  and  bromides. 

3'ovfs,  Iiardivan',  ilcvfy'iral  supplies,  etc.,  No,  19934, — A  <'onunerclal  agent  of 
the  Rureau  transmits  an  inquiry  from  a  firm  in  the  United  States  which 
desires  to  eomninidente  with  American  manufacturers  of  tools,  hardware, 
huildt^rs'  supplies,  wire  goods,  electrical  supplies  and  q^eclalties,  wUkIow 
gloss,  kentsene  and  gasoline  engines,  puntps,  Uibrleating  oil,  paints,  etc.,  with 
a  view  to  itac  Introduction  of  such  goods  lu  Cltlna. 
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FBEHCH  FOBEIOH  TBABE  FOB  IMS. 

[CaUesram  from  the  American  consalate  seoeral  at  IM*,  dated  Jan.  24.] 

The  total  value  of  the  French  foreign  trade,  eJtcept  gold,  silver,  etc., 
for  1915  was  $2,141,681,242,  compared  with  $3,175,303,579  fftr  1914. 
TTie  imports  amounted  to  $1,558,376,956,  compared  with  $1^^618,617, 
and  the  exports  $583^04^86,  compared  with  $939,684,962;  The  im- 
ports and  exports  were  as  follows,  oy  classes: 


Item 


191* 


IMS 


Items. 


UU 


rns 


nmais. 


EZPOKTB. 


fooaptodncta  

JfAwM  malerlds.. 
Jlaatiiutnni  


1350.  ua,  Ml 

677.073.371 
208  6U.3S5 


»493,02S.r>03 
606.632.062 
457.7ia.291 


Totd. 


1,236,619,617 


1,638, 376,966 


Food  products  

IndusTrtal  materials.. 

Manulaotures  

Postal  packages  


$124,676,649 

260,716,  &W 
497,117,620 
67,173.843 


$104. 931. 591 
122.927.207 
320.S42,6U 
34,602  77? 


Total. 


939,GS4,9G2 


5S3,304,2Mi 


The  imports  during  December,  1915,  were  valued  at  $168,523,161, 
compared  with  $78,523,594  for  the  same  month  in  1914,  and  the  ex- 
ports $56,127,102,  compared  with  $51,269,099. 


SWEDISH  EUBAB60  ON  WOOB  PULP. 

[Cablegram  from  American  minister,  Stockholm,  Jon.  24.1 

A  Swedish  decree  of  January  19,  1916,  prohibits  the  exportation 
01  chemical  wood  pulp,  wet  or  dry.  Application  must  be  made  to 
the  Government  and  a  license  obtamed  in  each  case  before  shipment 
^1  be  permitted.  The  embargo  is  not  extended  to  mechanical  pulp. 

Order  of  Brags  for  Colombian  Army. 

The  Government  of  Colombia  is  soon  to  order  a  year's  supply  of 
dni^  for  its  regular  army,  in  accordance  with  a  ministerial  decision 
pnblished  in  a  recwit  niunoer  of  the  Diario  Oficial.  This  order  of 
drugs  will  amount  to  about  $4,000  and  the  purchase  will  be  conducted 
through  the  consul  of  Colombia  in  New  York  or  a  direct  contract  will 
be  made  by  the  Gh>verninent  following  a  call  for  bids. 
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FOBEIOH  COTTON  INDTTSTBIES  AND  SUPPLIES. 

The  following  data  on  the  condition  of  the  cotton  industry  in  some 
of  the  foreign  countries  at  the  end  of  December,  1915,  compared 
with  the  same  period  in  1914,  were  gathered  from  the  best  sources 
available.  The  fijgures  represent  the  number  of  cotton  spindles  and 
percentage  of  activity,  mill  consumption  of  cotton,  supplies  on  hand, 
and  the  value  of  the  cotton  goods  on  hand : 


Countries. 

UoDtb 
ended 
Dec. 

ao— 

Cotttm  spindles. 

Ufll  con- 
sumption 
o[  oottcra 
(bales  (^500 
pounds). 

Cotton  on 
hand(bijes 
ofSOO 
pounds). 

Cotton 
goods  oa 

handfTaiue 
inU.  S.- 

cuneooy). 

Homber. 

AdlTlty 
(per  cent). 

noil 

11915 
/19U 
\1915 
(1914 
tlfllS 
11914 
\I915 
/1914 
\191S 
/I9M 
\U16 

•6,000,000 
3,500,000 
233,ftfiO 
lift,  WD 

Canada:  Uaritlme  Frovtnoes 

8?,  100 
62,100 
1,009,  K56 
1,029,248 

74 
83 
95 

to 

053 
1,317 
93,907 
93,0S2 

2,969 
1,378 

a  390,055 
0  330,067 

2,(j45,2S2 
2,794.862 
2,110,3«i9 
3,124,533 

80 
94 
85 
100 

131,469 
151,375 
33,402 
35,783 

55,300 

81,160 

•  Cot  tflo  stock  ftTftOablo  tor  expwt  io  December. 


POOB  BBOOK  CHOP  AFFECTS  CANADIAN  SHOPS. 

[Consul  FcUx  S.  S.  Johnson,  Kingston,  Ontario,  Jan.  18.] 

The  shortage  in  (he  crop  of  American  broom  in  the  Western  States 
is  affecting  Canadian  manufacturers  generally.  The  advance  in 
broom  prices  in  Canada  is  from  $0.50  to  $0.75  per  dozen.  Sainy 
weather  in  the  broom  States  interfered  greatly  with  the  harvesting 
and  produced  a  lot  of  inferior  com. 

A  Canadian  manufacturer  states  that  choice  broom  com  is  scarcely 
obtainable  at  any  price.  Besides  the  short  crop  and  a  large  per- 
centage of  red  and  black  com,  there  is  an  uiisual  scarcity  of  "hurl," 
or  long  corn,  used  for  the  outside  covering  of  the  broom.  This  tends 
to  make  broom  manufacturing  in  Canada  a  difficult  problem  for  those 
who  omitted  to  lay  in  a  supply  of  "  hurl  "  corn  in  the  season. 

There  are  two  broom  manufacturers  in  Kingston  who  are  large 
importers  of  American  broom  corn.  One  of  them  stated  that  he 
always  made  a  trip  or  two  to  the  Western  States  and  selected  his  own 
broom  com;  that  to  select  from  samples  forwarded  did  not  give  the 
same  results  as  a  personal  investigation  and  selection. 


BBINKIH0  WATER  IN  SPAIN. 

[Consul  General  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  Barcelona,  Dec.  13.] 

The  Spanish  Department  of  Agriculture  recently  published  sta- 
tistics regarding  the  results  of  the  inspection  of  drinking  water  in 
Spain.  These  show  that  out  of  7,380  townships  of  which  the  drink- 
ing water  has  been  inspected  5,732  have  a  sufficient  supply,  1,599  are 
insufficiently  provided  for,  while  49  lack  drinking  water  altogether; 
12,536  water  supplies  have  been  fully  inspected  as  to  source,  conduits, 
and  reservoirs,  and  of  these  4,732  were  classed  as  hygienic,  4,982  sus- 
picious, and  2,872  insalubrious. 
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WEEKLY  TRADE  STATISTICS. 

The  imports,  duties  collected,  and  exports  for  tlie  week  ending 
January  22,  1916,  at  the  thirteen  principal  customs  districts  of  the 
United  States,  handling  88  per  cent  of  total  imports  and  93  per 
cent  of  total  exports,  based  on  transactions  in  tlie  month  of  October, 
1916,  follow: 


Pistrfets. 


Georgte  (Bavonnab)... 
Mftssaehtisetis  (Boston) 

N«w  Yorfc  

FliiladdpbiA.  

URrrlatia  (BaUItnore) . 
Viiigiiis  (NwroUc)  

NevOrlmns  

.OfllTCston  

BBDFrancifco.  

Washington  (S«attle).. 

Buffalo  

Chk&go  

MichigaD  (Detroit)  .... 

Totd  


S»l,771 

3,405,298 
26. 160. 793 
2,581,720 
372,630 
3S,217 
1,589,111 

w,m 

4,077, 3S4 
2,689,  KM 
539,00) 
402,080 
462,048 


42,661.883 


DuUes 
follccied. 


S370 
143.003 
2,R)«,rt33 
220.242 
23.042 
4.<iN4 
6,978 
4,117 
91,731 
25,042 
26,eOH 
100,697 
26.675 


Exports. 


S928,11-! 
3,322,365 
G2, 175^  2M 
2,231,573 
2,930,665 
2, 199. 139 
3,419,901 
^,«38,fi95 
2,31^,231 
1,476,  i>74 
146,052 


3,831,881> 


80, 813,  OH 


The  cotton  exported  during  the  wook  ending  January  22,  1916,  at 
the  12  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United  States  follows: 


District*. 

Bales. 

Dfslrlcts. 

Bales. 

DIstrlots. 

Balet. 

10,070 
791 

2.m 

7,000 

Fhlladelpbla  

San  yrsncisco  

14,691 
3,595 

Virginia  

6,619 
46,506 
2S,844 

Total  

How  York  

114, «77 

AMERICAN  CONSULAR  OFFICERS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and.  jffill  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Name. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tion or 
venue. 

Address. 

Pf«oV  Willvs  R..  .  .   

Cheshfre,  FteminK  D  ^Bnlfr 
Canada.  William  W  .IwM* 

Watts,  Etbolbert  

Tsingtau,  China  

Canton,  China  

Vera  Cnm,  Mexico. , , . 
Uaracaibo,  Veneiuela. 
Snn  Luis  Potoal, 

Mexico. 
Bnisseb,  Belgium  

Jan.  31 
Jan.  31 
Feb.  1 
Feb.  17 
Feb.  13 

Ubt.  11 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  D.C. 

Do. 

Winchester,  Ind. 

153  Church  Street,  Mobile,  Ala. 

1909  North  Bush  Street,  Santa  Am.CaL 

1021  Clinton  Street,  Fhitndelplila,  Fa. 

■  Consnl  Wllbprt  L.  Bonner  viH  vlHlt  Snn  Franeiaco.  Los  Anseles,  and  San  Dfego,  Cat.. 
nnd  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  and  will  adrlse  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  each  of  these  cities  of 
his  arrival  and  uddresu. 


Increased  Railway  Earnings  in  India. 

Consul  Jam^s  Oliver  Laing  writes  from  Karachi  that  the  earnings 
of  Indian  State  and  guaranteed  railways  from  April  1  to  October  31, 
1915,  were  more  by  $2,531,958  than  the  figures  for  the  corresponding 
period  of  1914. 
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EXPEBIMEITTS  WITH  FIBER  BOXES  FBOFOSEB. 

(Craaol  Henun  L.  Spabr.  UonteTideo,  JJngaaj,  Oct.  14.] 

Importers  here  state  that  they  know  of  no  fiber  board  received  in 

Uruguay  other  than  that  used  m  bookbinding  and  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  such  containers  as  shoe  boxes  and  soap  packages.  In  the 
shipment  of  merchandise  straw  or  fiber-board  boxes  have  never  been 
known  in  commerce  here,  except  a  few  from  the  United  States, 
packed  with  electric-li^t  globes,  shoes,  and  perhaps  a  few  other 
articles.  The  globes  were  satisfactorily  packed,  but  on  one  occasion 
the  shoe  cases  were  exposed  to  dampness  on  the  way  and  collapsed 
under  the  weight  of  other  boxes,  so  that  the  consignee,  who  was  ih 
Tirgent  need  of  the  goods,  lost  heavily  on  the  order. 

The  steamship  lines  would  probably  oppose  fiber  board,  as  they 
refuse  wooden  cases  insecurely  built.  Railroads  in  Uruguay  have 
not  established  any  policy  regarding  packing,  other  than  that  the 
cases  must  be  strong  enough  to  withstand  rough  handling.  A  rail- 
way official  stated  that  he  could  not  say  definitely  what  i)osition  tiie 
roads  might  assume  on  this  matter,  but  was  of  the  opinion  that  as 
the  custom  is  to  handle  wooden  boxes  with  steel  hooks,  similar  treat- 
ment of  fiber  boxes  would  damage  them,  to  say  nothing  of  the  rou^ 
usage  generally  given  to  boxes  in  transit  to  South  America. 
Boads  Attempt  to  Ednoate  Bhippen. 

The  roads  have  attempted  to  educate  shippers  to  use  substantial 
reinforced  wooden  packages,  and  to  approve  the  fiber  boxes  would 
be  considered  a  step  backward.  To  separate  them  for  placing  on 
top  would  require  extra  handling,  and  on  the  bottom  they  would 
suffer  if  wooden  boxes  were  above. 

A  paper  manufacturer  and  importer  stated  that  his  firm  had  not 
instated  machinery  to  make  straw  or  pulp  board  because  material 
of  this  kind  was  not  in  demand.  Strawboard  for  making  light  car- 
tons for  retailing  confectionery,  cirgarettes,  etc.,  and  for  bookbind- 
ing were  handled.  This  material  was  imported  :ilmost  exclusively 
from  Germany  and  Norway.  He  believed  that,  owing  to  the  success 
achieved  in  the  United  States,  the  fiber  shipping  case  was  worthy 
of  a  trial  here,  and  he  is  willing  to  attempt  this  if  enough  free  sam- 
ples are  sent  him  to  manufacture  several  experimental  cases.  He 
will  have  different  sizes  made  by  local  paper-box  factories  and  ex- 
periment in  the  shipment  of  various  classes  of  merchandise  to  the 
interior  by  river  boat  and  rail.  It  is  thought  that  the  public  car- 
riers would  willingly  accept  them  if  the  consigoar  qi^sumed  all  re- 
sponsibility. The  firm  agreed  to  report  fully  ki  tfte  "American  con- 
sulate the  results  of  the  trial,  and  in  case  of  a  favorable  reception  to 
place  ordei-s  in  the  United  States.  The  firm  has  an  excellent  rating 
and  reputation  and  could  be  counted  on  to  give  careful  attention  to 
the  experiment. 

Careless  Packing  Has  Created  Prejudice. 

There  are  some  objections  to  be  overcome.  Careless  and  inade- 
qiinte  packing  of  American  goods  is  frequently  complained  of  in  the 
Eiver  Plate  cotmtries,  and  the  introduction  of  fiber  shipping  cases 
might  increase  this  prejudice.  In  interior  transportation,  river  boats 
and  mule  packs  are  accustomed  to  handle  boxes  roughly.  Further, 
empty  wooden  boxes  sell  for  10  to  40  cents,  and  the  consi^ee  mig^ 
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not  readily  favor  the  loss  of  this  revenue.  All  box  wood  except  used 
cases  in  Uruguay  has  to  be  imported,  and  is  costly  in  lumber  form, 
In  rainy  seasons,  the  fiber  case  would  weaken  from  exposure  in 
transfer  and  in  pack  transportation.  A  very  great  objection  «d- 
Tanced  is  the  opportunity  offered  the  pilferer,  who  is  the  source  oi 
manr  losses  to  South  American  merchants,  and  whose  sharp  knife 
would  find  little  resistance.  Boxes  may  be  damaged  anywhere  en 
route  or  after  arrival  and  goods  disappear  readily  fi*om  them  when 
a  slight  break  or  cut  offers  an  excuse. 

(A  list  of  mnnufneturers  and  importers  In  Moutevldw  may  be  obtnliifHl  from 
the  Bureau  of  Foreigu  uud  Domestic  Coiiuuerce  or  its  Uii^trk-t  oHic(>s.  Itefer  lu 
file  No.  69771.] 

IHF0BT8  AND  EXFOBTS  OF  COKPEB. 

Tlie  imports  and  exports  of  copper  at  tite  custom.s  districts  of  New 
York,  Massachusetts,  Philadelphia,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Galveston, 
New  Orleans,  San  Francisco,  Washington}  and  Michigan  during  the 
week  ended  January  15, 1916,  follow : 

IMPORTS. 


CooDtiles. 

Ore.  iiintl«,  and  if  ju- 
lus  (copper  contents). 

Pixs,  Ingots,  bus, 
pulei,  and  old. 
etc. 

Fotindt. 
2,100 
4S7,4»9 
425 
790,420 

22,a:o 

ll.Kl 

<4,79S 
M 

102,502 

4.iat 

2,077 

4ai,037 

SS7,:{il3 

0,433 

1,103 

1,284,415 

154,008 

498,072 

88,490 

DOMESTIC  EXPORTS. 


Countries. 

pigs,  ingots,  bars, 
platfli,  aud  (jd,  etc, 

'  j: 

Countries. 

Pigs,  ftiKots,  ban, 
plates,  and  old,  etc. 

Fotmdt. 
14.716,803 
1,330,421 
1,133,568 
4,1^,442 
325,798 
C, 917,753 

92,954,755 
273,353 
220,717 
852,  OlS 
93, IAS 
1,198,920 

Poundt. 
224,145 
0,610 
69,689 

144,839 

1,5S8 
16,103 

Sweden  

Ilalv  

Total  

27,911,635 

5,663,808 

Bnglnd.  . 

HA17GB0VE-BAEE  INDUSTBY  OF  TBINIDAD.  , 

[Conanl  Andrew  J.  McConaico,  Trinidad,  British  West  Indies.] 

The  increasing  demand  for  man^ore  bark  has  caused  the  establish- 
ment of  an  important  industry  in  Trinidad,  British  West  Indies. 
Prior  to  midsummer  of  1916  only  small  quantities  were  exported,  but 
since  then  invoices  at  this  consulate  snow  that  2,380,440  pounds, 
valued  at  $16,833,  have  been  exported  to  the  United  States. 

Most  of  the  exports  thus  far  from  this  port  represent  transship- 
ments from  the  near-by  Venezuelan  coast,  where  the  supply  of  man- 
grove bark  is  said  to  be  practically  inexhaustible;  but  vast  quantities 
may  be  had  in  Trinidad,  and  arrangements  are  being  effected  by  local 
dealers  to  export  the  local  product. 
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BECENT  REOOVEET  ZH  EOTFTIAN  TRADE. 

(NearEoBt  (London),  Dee.  31,  1015.] 

The  l^gyptian  customs  statistics  for  October^  1915,  which  have 
just  been  published,  show  considerable  increases  m  both  imports  and 
exports  over  those  of  October,  1914.  This  is,  however,  hardlj'  a  satis- 
factory basis  for  comparison,  since  at  the  latter  date  Egyptian  trade 
was  still  suffering  from  the  first  shock  of  the  war.  The  following  tabid 
shows  tlie  trade  of  Egypt  for  the  years  ended  October  31, 191^1915 : 


Ymn. 

Imports. 

'  '  ■  -    ■  "1 
BzportB. 

Sni,062,fi2l 
97,443,821 
13,075,142 

»100,045,K6 
W,  991,196 
96,330,064 

The  foregoing  figures  show  that  imports  into  Egypt  have  steadily 
decreased  from  1913  to  1914  and  then  to  1916,  although  during  the 
last  three  months  a  decided  tendency  to  pick  up  has  been  reported* 
Exports,  on  the  other  hand,  were  larger  tlian  during  1914,  althon^ 
stiU  considerably  below  those  of  1913.  The  balance  of  trade,  whidh 
in  the  past  has  nearly  always  been  against  Egypt,  during  last  yexc 
swung  over  in  Egypt's  favor  to  the  extent  of  $21,655,512. 

Prlneipal  Xmports  and  Xxpoitc 

Tlie  principal  exports  during  October,  1915,  were,  in  the  order 
given:  Textiles,  coal,  manufacture  of  iron  and  steel,  flour,  coffee, 
petroleum,  fresh  and  dried  fruit,  tea,  drugs,  and  skins  and  leathw: 
goods.  Of  the  total  imports,  valued  at  $8,268,487,  one-half  came 
from  Great  Britain.  The  United  States  sent  $395,405  of  the  im- 
ports, which  included  all  the  petroleum,  skins  to  the  value  of  $22,431, 
and  coal  valued  at  $95,676. 

Under  the  head  of  exports  the  chief  items  stand  in  the  following 
order:  Cotton,  cotton  seed,  cereals,  sugar,  wool,  leather  goods,  ana 
gold  and  silver  articles.  Cotton  amounted  to  three-fourths  of  the 
total  exports,  and  nearly  all  of  it  went  to  Gi<eat  Britain.  The  ex- 
ports to  the  United  States  were  valued  at  $2,073,435,  nearly  all  being 
cotton. 

DESCBIBES  USE  OE  HAGKEnC  MATERIALS. 

Circular  Iso.  17  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards,  on. 
"Magnetic  testing,"  is  published  for  the  benefit  of  engineers  and 
others  who  are  interested  in  the  testing  and  use  of  magnetic  materials. 
It  gives  definitions  of  the  fundamental  magnetic  quantities  ordinarily 
employed  in  technical  work,  outlines  the  scope,  and  describes  the 
methods  of  magnetic  measurements  employed  at  the  Bureau  of  Stand- 
ards, and  discusses  the  type  of  data  required  in  engineering  work. 

Typical  data  and  curves  are  given  which  may  be  considered  charac- 
teristic of  the  common  magnetic  materials,  and  a  table  of  magnetic 
susceptibility  is  given  for  the  elements.  The  circular  also  considers 
the  more  important  empirical  formulas  which  may  be  used  to  repre- 
sent the  behavior  of  magnetic  materials  under  different  conditions. 
A  list  is  given  of  the  publications  of  the  bureau  on  magnetic  sub- 
jects. Copies  of  the  circular  may  be  obtained  by  interested  persons 
from  the  Bureau  of  Standards. 
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GLASS  Ain»  OLASSWABE  AT  HONOEONO. 

[Consal  Oeneral  George  B.  Anderson,  Hongkong,  BrItlHh  China,  Nor.  26.1 

Developments  in  the  Hongkong  glass  and  glassware  market  since 
the  opening  of  the  war  have  been  altogether  in  favor  of  Japan  and 
the  United  States — Japan,  as  in  nearly  all  lines  of  trade  in  which 
continental  Europe  was  chiefly  interested  before  the  war,  having 
much  the  advantage  in  most  respects.  In  glassware  the  United 
i^tates  had  perhaps  20  per  cent  of  the  business  before  the  war,  having 
practically  no  competition  in  certain  varieties  of  lamps  and  similar 
goods;  the  fm*  of  the  trade  went  to  Germany,  Belgium,  and  Japan. 

At  present  the  United  States  has  practically  no  competition  in 
lamps  and  glass  dishes  of  fancy  shapes  and  colors  such  as  fruit  dishes, 
flower  holders,  butter  dishes,  and  the  like.  It  also  has  much  of  the 
business  in  lanterns,  which  represent  a  considerable  item  in  the 
trade,  but  the  situation  in  the  market  generally  may  be  illustrated  by 
the  fact  that  before  the  war  the  American-made  lanterns  that  were 
selling  at  $12.50  local  currency  per  dozen  were  of  about  the  same 
^ade  as  European  lanterns  selling  for  two-tliirds  that  price.  While 
American  lanterns  now  have  the  market,  their  sole  is  comparatively 
restricted  because  of  their  high  cost  delivei*ed  here. 
Xoeal  Producti  Oalnlnf  Oroand — ^Window  Glass. 

For  the  cheaper  grades  of  glassware,  such  as  lamp  chimneys,  bot- 
tles, and  ^all  plain  dishes,  the  local  importers  are  depending  more 
upon  the  small  local  glass  factories,  which  have  commenced  to  ex- 
tend their  business  considerably  as  a  result  of  the  prevailing  high 
prices  for  glass  of  all  sorts.  The  larger  dealers,  too,  are  buying  up 
all  stocks  of  the  smaller  dealers  and  are  In  every  way  endeavoring  to 
avoid  replacing  their  stocks  under  what  they  feel  are  ruinous  condi- 
tions. Japanese  lamp  chimneys  and  similar  goods  control  the  market 
in  their  r^pective  grades  and  varieties. 

.  The  demand  for  American  window  and  plate  glass  is  growing, 
though  local  importers  complain  of  high  prices.  [The  window  glass 
situation  at  Hongkong  was  discussed  in  Commerce  Reports  for  Apr. 
8,  June  12,  and  July  29,  1915;  the  Hankow  market  was  reviewed  in 
the  issue  for  Mar.  1,  last,  and  Changsha's  trade  in  the  Sept.  8  (1915) 
number.]  Japanese  window  glass  is  largely  in  demand  for  the 
cheapest  work,  but  is  of  poor  quality,  much  too  green  in  color,  and, 
has  come  in  such  poor  shape  as  to  cause  material  loss.  American 

§lass,  however,  is  high  in  price,  and  freight  rates  from  the  United 
tates  to  Hongkong  at  the  present  time  are  such  as  greatly  to  add  to 
the  cost,  especially  as  compared  with  freights  from  Japan  in  Japa- 
nese subsidized  vessels.  The  price  of  window  glass  has  been  rising 
in  Japan  recently  and  there  are  other  indications  that,  so  far  as 
higher  prices  will  permit,  American  window  glass  will  be  more  in 
favor  than  it  has  been. 

Importa  of  Varniah  Ltto  Certain  Countries. 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  compiled  sta- 
tistics showing  the  quantities  and  values  of  the  imports  of  varnish 
into  Peru,  Mexico,  Argentina,  Uruguay,  Bolivia,  Costa  Rica,  Vene- 
zuela, Brazil,  and  Spam,  according  to  the  official  statistics  of  these 
cotmtries.  A  copy  oi  the  table  may  be  obtained  at  the  Bureau  or  ona 
of  its  district  offices.  ^  i 
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CANADA. 

[Cnstoau  Memorandum  No.  IdSSB.  Jan.  6.] 

Bemoral  of  Keitrletlon  on  Certain  Animal  Prodnets. 

A  Canadian  order,  in  effect  January  8, 1916,  and  to  remain  in  force 
for  three  months  from  that  date,  authorizes  the  importation  from  the 
United  States  of  live  animals,  animal  products,  hay,  straw,  and  fod- 
der of  all  kinds,  under  the  usual  regulations  of  the  Canadian  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture.  The  same  order  specifies  in  detail  the  animal 
products  orginating  in  the  State  of  Illinois  the  admission  of  which 
mto  Canada  is  still  prohibited.  Shippers  of  products  from  other 
States  may  be  required,  if  it  is  deemed  necessary,  to  produce  evidenoe 
that  consignments  did  not  ori^nate  in  Illinois.  [C<mies  of  the  order 
are  available  for  loan  in  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce.] 

DEHXABK. 

Pree  Port  Dnes  at  Copenhagen. 

In  view  of  the  considerable  number  of  shipments  from  the  United 
States  now  being  forwarded  to  Hussia  by  way  of  Denmark,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  a  report  on  the  dues  levied  on  goods  entering  the  free  port 
of  Copenhagen,  which  was  transmitted  by  Minister  Maurice  F. 
Egan,  Copemiagen,  under  date  of  December  10,  1915,  might  be  of 
interest  to  some  American  shippers.  Copies  of  the  report,  which 
contains  the  ^uay  dues,  cargo  dues,  and  loading  and  discharging  fees, 
may  be  obtamed  upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce. 

ffipAnr. 

[Consul  General  Carl  B.  Hnrst,  Barcelona,  Bept.  23.1 

Ihi^  on  PisiL 

A  royal  decree  of  September  11, 1915,  reduces  the  duty  on  certai^ 
fish  imported  into  Spain,  at  the  same  time  increasing  that  on  salted 
fish  in  kegs.  The  duty  on  tunny  fish  and  sardines,  fi-esh  or  with  the 
salt  indispensable  for  their  preservation,  imported  in  bulk  (tariff  No, 
614),  is  reduced  from  24  to  12  pesetas  per  100  kilos  (minimum  tariff 
rat^),  while  the  rate  on  smoked  or  pickled  salt  fish  in  kegs  (tariff 
No.  615)  is  increased  from  19  to  24  pesetas  per  100  kilos.  [Peseta, 
$0.193 ;  kilo,  2.2046  pounds.] 

When  si>ecial  tariff  conventions  were  concluded  with  Portugal  in. 
1883  and  1893  the  fishing  industry  was  largely  carried  on  by  small 
boats  in  local  waters,  but  since  the  beginning  of  this  century  it  has 
reached  such  proportions,  fishing  boats  having  been  displaced  by- 
steam  trawlers,  that  the  Spanish  Government  felt  it  necessary  to 
protect  this  practically  new  industry^  which  has  developed  on  the 
shores  of  Spain.  A  modification  with  this  end  in  view  was  included 
in  the  tariff  in  1904.  However,  subsequent  to  the  agreement  of  1913, 
considerable  friction  was  caused  at  frontier  towns  upon  the  admis- 
sion of  fresh  fish.  After  unsuccessful  attempts  to  harmonize  the 
various  interests  involved  a  bill  was  presented  to  the  Cortes  in  May, 
1914,  proposing  certain  amendments  with  reference  to  the  importa- 
tion of  fre^  fish  in  bulk,  especially  sardines  and  tunny  fish,  required 
by  the  canning  industry  of  Spain.  The  need  of  the  recent  change  in 
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dnty  has  been  urgently  fell  by  the  Spanish  canners,  in  view  of  the 
prevailing  unusual  demands  for  their  products,  and  the  reduction 
was  provided  for  by  royal  decree  pending  the  enactment  of  a  bill  by 
the  Cortes. 

SWSDEV. 

[Board  of  Trade  Journal,  Dec.  23.1 

XoBopoly  of  Aleoholio  Uqnors. 

New  regulations  regarding  the  sale  of  alcoholic  liquors  (brannvin) 
in  Sweden  have  been  promulgated  by  Swedish  royal  decrees  of  June 
3  and  June  8, 1915,  which  provide  that  such  products  may  in  general 
be  imported  only  by  those  duly  licensed  to  sell  them.  Samples 
brought,  in  by  commercial  travelers  are  exempt  from  the  foregoing 
provision,  and  spirits  imported  for  scientific,  medicinal,  technical 
industrial,  or  similar  purposes  are  to  be  subject  to  special  rules  to 
be  established  by  royal  decree.  It  is  understood  that  the  sale  of 
alcoholic  liquors  in  Sweden  will  be  confined  to  a  company  holding 
a  monopoly  granted  by  the  Government. 

VJflTED  KINODOII. 

[Consul  General  Robert  P.  Skinner,  London,  Dec.  22;  Consul  Augustus  E.  Ingram,  Brad- 

tord,  Dec.  20.] 

Szportatloa  of  Wool  Frodncts. 

The  British  War  Trade  Department  has  issued  the  following  mem- 
orandum containing  the  regulations  regarding  the  exportation  of 
wool,  manufactures  of  wool,  etc.,  at  present  in  force  in  the  United 
Kingd<Mn: 

The  exportation  of  kbaki  woolen  or  worsted  cloth  or  a  mixture  thereof 
with  any  other  fiber,  except  under  license,  Is  prohibited  to  all  destinations. 

The  exportation  of  the  following  goods,  except  under  license,  is 
prohibited  to  all  destinations  abroad  other  than  British  possessions 
and  protectorates:    , , 

Wool  and  hair  of  all  kinds,  pure  and  mlxeil,  or  mixed  with  any  otb&e  fiber, 
or  In  the  form  of  tops,  noils,  w^es,  rags,  shoddy,  and  mungo  api^icable  to  other 
uses  than  manure,  pulled  or  not,  yarns,  jerseys,  cardigan  Jackets,  gloves,  socks, 
and  men's  underwear  of  all  kinds. 

The  exportation  of  the  following  goods,  except  under  license,  is 
prohibited  to  all  foreign  countries  in  Europe  and  on  the  Mediter- 
ranean and  Black  Seas,  other  than  France,  Kussia  (except  through 
Baltic  ports),  Italy,  Spain,  and  Portugal: 

Blankets  and  rugs  of  all  descriptions,  cloth  of  all  kinds,  manufactures  of 
wool  or  hair,  except  khaki  cloth,  tlie  exportation  of  which  Is  prohibited  to  all 
destinations. 

Licenses  are  required  for  export  to  the  prohibited  destinations  of 
all  kinds  of  cloth  manufactured  of  wool  or  hair,  or  of  both  combined, 
whether  partly  of  cotton  or  not. 

Certificates  from  chambers  of  commerce  will  not  be  required  in 
support  of  applications  for  a  license  for  the  exportation  of  wool  and 
woolen  goods,  except  that  it  will  be  necessary  that  consignments  of 
woolen  or  woi-sted  or  hair  cloths,  other  than  khaki,  for  destinations 
to  which  a  license  is  not  required  should,  when  presented  tor  ship>- 
ment,  be  accompanied  by  a  certificate  from  a  chamber  of  commerce 
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to  satisfy  the  officers  of  customs  that  such  consignments  do  not  con- 
lain  any  khaki  cloth  named  in  tliese  regulations. 

A  certificate  from  the  Bradford  Conditioning  House  will  be  re- 
quired in  support  of  appliciitions  for  licenses  for  the  export  of  wool 
and  hair  of  all  kinds  (in  all  forms),  wool  skins  and  hair  skins  (where 
the  hair  is  of  textile  rahie),  and  for  yams  of  all  kinds,  except  East 
India  wool,  for  which  a  special  certiiicate  will  be  required  from  the 
joint  committee  repi*esenting  the  Association  of  Importers  of  East 
India  Wool,  the  Northern  Wool  Buyers'  Association,  and  the  Liver- 
pool Wool  Brokers'  Association. 

[Pi"evious  notices  on  this  subject  are  contained  in  Foreign  TariflE 
Notes  No.  15  (pp.  59-61),  No.  16  (p.  105),  and  No.  18  (p.  34).] 


SHEFFIELD'S  OAS  SUPPLY. 

[Consul  JobD  U.  Savage,  Sheffield,  England,  Dec.  22.1 

Tlie  supplying  of  gas  to  the  city  of  Sheffield  is  not  a  municipal 
undertaking.  The  original  company  was  organized  in  1818,  with  a 
capital  of  $194,600.  In  1830  another  company  was  formed,  with  a 
capital  of  $389,320,  and  in  1844  these  two  companies  were  united  by 
act  of  Parliament  under  the  name  of  "The  Sheffield  United  Gas 
Light  Co.,"  having  in  the  meantime  expended  on  their  plants,  a  sum 
of  $875,970. 

In  1851  a  new  gas  company,  with  a  nominal  capital  of  $291,990, 
was  formed  witliout  the  sanction  of  Parliament,  which  built  worka 
and  laid  about  20  miles  of  mains.  In  1853  this  company  was  re- 
strained from  laying  any  more  mains,  but  continued  to  supply  gas 
until  1855,  when  it  was  also  amalgamated  with  the  old  company  by 
act  of  Parliament.  Since  that  date  the  Sheffield  United  Gras  Light 
Co.  has  had  control  of  the  entire  snpply. 

Munlolpal  Sttperrlslon — Price  of  Oas  Increased. 

Although  the  gns  company  is  a  private  undertaking  it  is  to  a 
limited  extent  under  the  supervision  of  the^niunicipal  authorities. 
Under  the  authority  of  the  Sheffield  gas  ac6,'  1855,  the  corporation 
appoints  three  of  the  nine  directors  of  the  gas  company,  but  none 
of  these  directors  can  be  sliareholders,  and  they  must  also  act  with- 
out remuneration.  The  city  council  also  has  power — which  it  exer- 
cises— to  appoint  an  auditor  of  the  company's  accounts,  a  chemist  to 
test  the  quality  of  the  gas  supplied,  and  inspectors  to  test  meters 
furnished  by  the  company  to  their  customer.  The  council  can  re- 
quire the  gas  company  to  extend  mains  through  any  of  the  city 
streets,  provided  the  city  place  and  light  lamps  at  distances  not  ex- 
ceeding an  average  of  60  yards  apart. 

The  charge  to  ordinary  consumers  of  gas  until  July  1,  1915,  was 
30  cents  per  1,000  cubic  feet,  and  to  consumers  of  100,000  cubic  feet 
or  more  per  annum  20  cents  per  1,000.  The  average  price  paid 
during  the  calendar  year  1914  was  26.42  cents  per  1,000  cubic  feet. 
These  rates  were  lower  than  any  other  place  in  the  United  Kingdom 
except  Widnes,  in  Lancashire  [see  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Re- 
ports for  Sept.  27, 1913],  and  the  lower  rates  in  Widnes,  it  is  under- 
stood, applied  only  to  the  gas  supplied  within  the  corporate  limits, 
and  not,  os  in  the  case  of  the  Sheffield  company,  to  consumers  gen- 
erally. Owing  to  the  increased  cost  of  labor,  and  more  particularly 
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to  the  advance  in  the  price  of  coal,  the  rate  since  July  1,  1915,  has 
been  advanced  12  cents  per  1,000  cubic  feet  to  all  classes  of  con- 
sumers. 

Xerennes  and  Bcservei. 


During  the  period  1010-1914  the  annual  revenue  has  been: 


1910 

1911 

1013 

1013 

1»U 

SI,10S,UO 
98.953 
•00,403 
13,748 

«1,I63,S14 
97, 3» 
780.320 
10,7<0 

<], 173,021 
101,014 
S63.33S 
12.872 

91,343,9(17 
105.540 
983, 04& 
16,405 

»l,2S3.a«3 

100,  S17 
843, »« 
13,709 

TptiU  

1,003,601 

3,0SI.1S3 

3,331,143 

2,346,967 

2,231^307 

On  December  31,  1914,  the  balance  remaining  in  the  profit-and- 
loss  account,  after  paying  all  interest  charges  and  dividends  for  the 
calendar  year,  was  $273,927,  and  the  balance  in  the  reserve- fund  ac- 
count on  the  same  date  was  $422,648. 


TEASE  STATISTICS  FOR  1916, 

American  exports  for  December  exceeded  those  for  any  previous 
month  in  the  country's  history,  according  to  figures  just  made  pub- 
lic by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Dom^ic  Commerce.  The  total 
value  of  the  goods  shipped  abroad  for  the  month  is  placed  at 
$359,301,274,  which  brings  the  total  exports  for  1915  to  $3,550,915,- 
393,  or  about  a  billion  dollars  more  than  was  ever  before  exported 
during  a  like  period. 

The  excess  of  exports  over  imports  for  1915  was  $1,772,309,538, 
which  is  a  striking  increase  over  the  average  of  about  $450,000,000 
for  a  number  of  years  before  the  war  started.  The  excess  of  exports 
over  imports  for  December  alone  was  $187,459,609,  an  increase  of 
about  $47,000,000  over  December  of  the  previous  year. 

The  import  trade  continued  to  gain  during  December  and  the 
total  of  $171,841,665  was  larger  than  for  any  other  month  of  the 
year  and  is  an  incretlse  of  $57,185,120  over  the  total  imports  for 
December,  1914.  It  is  only  $12,183,906  short  of  the  total  for  Decem- 
ber, 1913,  which  was  the  large^  in  the  history  of  our  import  trade. 
The  total  value  of  articles  im^rted  during  the  calendar  year  1915 
is  placed  at  $1,778,605^55,  which  is  the  lowest  figure  for  a  number 
of  vears.  In  1914  the  imports  were  placed  at  $1,789,276,001;  in 
1913,  at  $1,792,596,480;  and  for  1912,  at  $1,818,073,055.  Duty-free 
imports  comprised  71.7  per  cent  of  the  December,  1915,  imports. 

Gold  imports  in  December  last  were  valued  at  $45,412,677  as 
compared  with  $4,109,063  in  December,  1914.  The  year's  gold  im- 
ports aggregated  $451,954,590  as  against  $57,387,741  for  1914.  Gold 
exports  totaled  $11,889,285  for  December  and  $31,425,918  for  the 
year  ending  with  December,  1915.  The  net  inward  movement  of 
gold  for  1915  was  $420,528,672  compared  with  a  net  outward  move- 
ment of  $165,228,415  in  1914. 


A  wool  demonstration  car,  under  the  charge  of  specialists  of  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  agricultural  col- 
leges of  the  States  concerned,  is  now  touring  Montana,  Idaho,  Wyom- 
ing, and  XTtah^to  ^ow  growers  .that  in  tlie  end  belter  wool  means 
xaore  money.  The  car  len  Livingston,  Mont.,  January  19^  i 
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BRAZniAK  OFFICIALS  INTEBESTED  IN  FIBER  INDUSTBT. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  L.  M.  Gottscbalk,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  Not.  0  tiad  20.} 

Supplementing  the  previous  report  from  several  sources  on  Bra- 
zilian textile  fibers,  the  consul  at  Par&  says  regarding  his  district: 
This  part  of  Brazil  does  not  produce  for  export  fibers  of  anv  kind 
except  piassava,  used  here  for  the  making  of  brooms,  and  also  ex- 
ported at  in-egular  intervals  in  small  lots  to  Europe.  It  is  pro- 
duced in  Manaos,  and  prices  are  not  available.  It  is  stated  that  there 
are  no  stocks  on  hand,  the  supply  being  dependent  upon  the  neces- 
sities of  the  gatherer  and  the  nmount  of  time  he  may  have  during 
or  after  he  gathers  his  other  crops. 

There  are  no  growers  of  fibers  in  the  district,  although  fibers  of 
the  finest  quality  and  greatest  length  grow  wild  in  this,  as  well  as 
the  States  of  Pianhy,  Maranhao,  and  Cear&.  Some  years  ago  there 
was  an  exhibition  of  native  products  of  this  State,  and  fibers  that 
were  shown  would  equal,  if  not  surpass,  in  quality  any  that  are  now 
used  in  the  various  trades  at  home.  This  embraces  fibers  that  in 
appearance  and  weight  equal  the  finest  silk,  and  in  the  coarser 
varieties  those  that  would  excel  in  strength  anything  at  present 
known  .to  the  trade.  Unfortunately  most  of  tliese  fibers  are  as  yet 
only  found  in  the  forests  in  a  wild  state. 
All  Sorts  of  Coarst  fiopes  Hade  from  Fibers  by  Natives. 

Those  most  known  at  present  are  palms,  such  as  the  MaximiUan 
regia  and  tlie  Astrocarfwm  tacuma^  both  of  which  produce  fibers 
suitable  for  hammock  ropes,  etc.  In  addition  there  are  the  Mauritia 
fe.i'uosa  and  the  Mauritia  venifera.  from  the  fibers  of  which  all 
sorts  of  coarse  ropes  are  being  made  by  the  natives.  These  are  espe- 
cially adapted  for  use  under  water.  In  addition  to  the  fibers,  the 
latter  palm  produces  a  nut  similar  to  the  ivory  nut,  from  which  a 
very  excellent  oil  may  be  extracted. 

The  State  of  Para  would  no  doubt  be  willing  to  cede  a  certain 
amount  of  land  to  serve  as  a  basis  for  initiating  an  enterprise  of  this 
nature.   Once  this  business  were  proved  to  |ie  possible,  there  would 
be  no  lack  of  men  or  capital  with  which  it  might  be  continued. 
Inquiries  About  Demand  in  TTnited  States. 

The  Rio  de  Janeiro  consulate  general  received  a  telegram,  dated 
November  26,  from  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Para,  in  which  that 
official  asks  to  be  put  into  communication  with  persons  in  the  United 
States  who  are  prepared  to  buy  Brazilian  fibers,  of  which  his  State, 
apparently,  has  quantities  to  export. 

The  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Commerce,  and  Industry  of  Brazil 
has  asked  whether  it  would  not  be  possible  to  make  it  known  in  the 
United  States  that  the  ministry  under  his  charge  was  full  of  interest 
and  of  good  will  in  the  matter,  and  whether  certain  American  manu- 
facturers of  fiber-decorticating  machinery  could  not  be  induced  to 
send  to  the  agricultural  department  here  samples  of  their  machinery, 
in  order  that  a  test  might  be  made,  and  some  sort  of  campaign  oi 
cdncation  begun  among  the  planting  community  of  the  country.  He 
spoke  particularly  of  certain  plantation  regions  in  the  State  of  Per- 
nambuco,  where,  he  seemed  to  think,  a  small  portable  hand  power 
machine  would  find  ready  acceptance  and  would  tend,  first,  to  utilize 
for  export  the  wild  fibers  which  abound,  and,  second,  to  encourage 
the  ulitmate,  systematic  planting  of  agaves  wit^  a  view  to  the  steacgr^ 
and  regular  exportatioa  of  the  product,  aa  is  done  in  ll^aian^i 
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Tiber  flaatatloa  la  Stftte  of  Xio  de  Xantiro. 

Some  systematic  attempts  at  the  production  of  fiber  on  a  lar^ 
scale  have  been  made  here.  A  report  has  been  made  by  an  agrictu- 
tural  instructor  in  the  employ  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  con- 
cerning a  plantation  in  the  State  of  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

The  plantation  contains  135  hectares  (333.59  acres),  of  which  83 
hectares  (205.10  acres)  have  been  planted  since  1903.  There  was 
some  stagnation  in  the  work,  however,  and  not  until  1911  was  the 
place  put  under  systematic  exploitation.  There  are  160,000  plants 
growing  there.  The  fiber  collected  from  them  is  made  up  into  rope 
and  cord  and  sold  in  the  city  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  and  other  places  in 
Brazil  at  prices  averaging  14  cents  per  pound.  A  special  and 
superior  class  of  cord  is  made  there  called  locally  "  barrigueira," 
■which  sells  at  20J  cents  per  pound.  The  harvesting  is  done  twice  a 
year,  each  plant  furnishing  a  total  of  some  30  leaves  a  year.  The 
plant  is  the  Foueroya  gigarUea  of  botanists. 
T^rora  niov  Xesnlts  of  OnltlTatloa. 

'ITie  plants  are  set  out  in  rows  3  meters  (9.84  feet)  apart,  with  a 
distance  of  1.60  meters  between  the  plants.  Those  5  to  6  years  old  are 
considered  ripe  for  harvesting.  Laborers  are  paid  about  50  cents 
a  day.  They  cut  and  carry  to  the  broad  lanes  between  squares  of  the 
plantation,  some  2,000  leaves,  which  are  then  carried  on  oxcarts  to 
the  decorticators.  The  carts  carry  500  leaves  in  one  load.  The  ma- 
chinery in  use  decorticates  5,000  leaves  per  diem,  and  necessitates 
the  labor  of  five  men  at  50  cents  each  per  day,  and  two  children  at 
25  cents  a  da^.  Each  leaf  yields  about  35  grams  of  fiber. 

The  machinei^  in  use  here  is  the  product  of  the  Lehmann  factory 
of  Manchester,  England.  The  power  is  obtained  from  a  hydraulic 
turbine  (6  hoi-sepower).  Each  machine  is  said  to  have  cost  about 
$5,000  laid  down  in  Brazil.  There  are  four  machines  in  use.  'ITie 
plantation  has  never  exported  its  fibers.  No  blight  or  disease  of  any 
sort,  to  which  the  plant  might  be  subject,  was  noted.  It  was  observed 
that  the  yield  was  bet^r  during  dry  years. 

Offeii  Field  for  Portable  Kachlnery. 

The  output  of  the  plantation  was  7,000  kilos  (15,482.4  pounds)  of 
made-up  rope,  but  it  was  observed  that  much  fiber  had  been  left 
-without  decortication,  owing  to  the  lack  of  water  and  consequent 
failure  of  the  water  power  necessary  for  the  decorticators.  For  this 
reason,  here,  as  well  as  in  many  fiber-producing  regions  of  Brazil, 
hand  machinery,  or  animal-power  machinery,  would  find  very  ready 
acceptance,  and  portable  machinery,  particularly,  might  have  a  field. 

The  ropemaking  is  done  entirely  by  hand,  a  condition  which  could 
be  vastly  improved  by  the  use  of  modern  machinery.  Hand  labor 
of  this  sort  is  valued  at  75  cents,  American  currency,  per  day. 

A  most  interesting  phase  of  the  possible  future  development  of  the 
fiber  industry  in  Brazil — which  is  the  world's  greatest  purveyor  of 
coffee— would  be  the  possibility  of  furnishing  to  the  well-developed 
native  coffee-bag  industry  a  fiber  that  might  take  the  place  of  jute. 

[Samples  of  fiber  from  Parfi  am!  Oearft,  and  doscriptiona,  which  have  been 
received  from  Consul  General  GottischalVc,  may  be  Inspected  at  tlie  Bnrcau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  oflices.  Befer  to  file  No.  70238. 
The  previous  article  on  "Brazil's  fibers  for  commercial  uses,"  was  published  Ir 
CouMEBCB  Repobts  for  Dec.  3,  1915.] 
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FBOPOSALS  FOR  OOVEBKHENT  STTFPIIES  ASB  COHSTRUCTIOlf. 

[Correspoadenco  xhoiild  l>e  direct  with  tlio  offlces  named,  and  speciflcatlons  can  nstiallr 
bo  obtalacd  at  the  points  where  the  goods  arc  to  be  delivered  or  tbe  work  U  to  be  per- 
formed. In  raseR  where  tbe  time  limit  In  too  short  to  permit  flnns  to  submit  tooders, 
they  should  ask  to  be  placed  ob  the  mailing  lists  of  such  offices  to  recelTe  notices  calling 
for  future  Bupplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Labor  and  materlaln.  No.  2900. — Sealed  proposal.-*  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  SupervlsiiiK  Chief  Kiisineer,  Uooiu  Till,  Customhouse  BulUllng,  New 
York,  N.  Y.,  until  February  28,  1916.  for  fiirnlshlng  all  labor  and  materials 
required  for  tlie  rearrangement  of  the  mezzanine  floor,  palntlufr.  etc.,  In 
the  I'nited  States  courtliouHe  and  post-office  building.  New  York,  N.  Y.,  fii 
accordiince  with  drawing  No.  19.^,  and  the  sp<'cificutlou,  copies  of  which  luny 
'    be  iiad  on  «pplicution  to  the  above-named  oflioe. 

Boat  basin.  No.  2910. — Sealo<l  proposals  will  be  recelvetl  at  tbe  office  of  the 
SupervislnE  Architect,  Treiusury  Department.  Wnshington.  Tt.  C,  untU 
February  35,  1916,  for  a  Imat  basin  at  the  U.  S.  Quarantine  Station,  Gal- 
,  veston,  Tex.,  in  accordance  with  drawing  No.  16  and  specifications,  copies 
of  which  may  he  lutd  on  applirntion  to  the  custodian  of  tlie  site  at  Galrea- 
ton  or  at  the  Supervising  Architect's  office,  Washington. 

Panama  Canal  supplies,  No.  2911.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  receive*!  at  tlie 
office  of  the  General  Purchasing  Officer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington, 
D.  C,  until  February  23, 1916,  for  furnisldng  by  steamer,  free  of  all  charges, 
on  docli  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  Port  of  Ancon  (Balboa,  Canal 
Zon.e)  (Pacific  port).  Isthmus  of  Panama,  bronze  castings,  gray-Iron  cast- 
ings, maileahle-iron  castings,  steel  castings,  steel  forgings,  machlnery-ateel 
bars,  steel  plates  nnd  shapes,  steel  springs,  lock  washers,  electric  cable,  and 
wire  (Darts  fur  electric  towing  locomotives).    (Circular  Xo.  1005.) 

Vcffetablc  paring  maclthie,  No.  2912. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
medical  supply  depot,  Uidted  States  Army,  Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco, 
Cal.,  until  Januai?  29,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  warehouse  "  D," 
Fort  Mason,  one  vegetable  paring  machine. 

PatMma  Canal  mpplics.  No.  2913. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  General  Purchasing  Officer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington,  D.  O., 
until  February  4,  1916,  for  furnishing  by  steamer,  free  of  nil  charges,  on 
dock  at  eitlier  Colon  (Atlantic  jxtrt)  or  Port  of  Ancon  (Balboa,  Canal 
Zone)  (Pacific  ix>rt).  Istlmms  of  Panama,  grab  buckets,  drawbar  springs, 
boiler  tul)es,  drill  chucks,  socket  wrenches,  steam  trails,  rattan  baskets, 
window  glass,  mattress  ticking,  leather  mattress  tufts,  mattress  twine, 
lye,  Venetian  red  iiaint,  rermUlon  paint,  and.  spud  tlml>ers.  (Circular 
No.  1007.) 

Supplies,  No.  2914. — Senleil  proposals  will  bo  received  at  the  office  of  the 
Quartermaster,  United  States  Army,  .308  Gumbel  Building,  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  until  January  28,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  ileiivering  white  corn  meal, 
yellow  corn  meal,  baking  iiowder,  beans,  ri«»,  tomatoes,  prunes,  evaporated 
peaches,  green  ten,  granulated  sugar,  evaporated  milk,  vinegar,  aicumber 
pickles,  Issue  salt,  black  pe|>i>er,  cinnamon,  cloves,  nutmeg,  substitute  lard, 
oleomargarine,  issue  sirup  in  cans,  lemon  and  vanilla  flavoring  extracts, 
breakfast  bacon,  sliced  beef,  chocolate  candy,  candy  lemon  drops,  stick 
candy,  full  cream  cheese,  sugar  cured  ham,  sales  lard,  ground  mustard, 
and  surdiues. 

Alterations  to  building.  No.  — Scaled  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Yarils  and  Docksl  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
February  19,  1910.  for  alterations  to  building  Na  172,  Naval  ProTing 
Ground,  Indlnnhead,  Md.  Plans  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on 
application  to  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks. 

Panama  Canal  suppliea.  No.  2916. — Sealed  proposals  wDl  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  General  Purchasing  Officer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington, 
D.  C,  until  February  10,  1910,  for  furnishing  by  steamer,  free  of  all 
charges,  on  dock  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  Port  of  Ancon  (Balt>oo, 
Canal  Zone)  (Pacific  port).  Isthmus  of  Panama,  structural  steel,  stay- 
Iwlt  iron,  pig  iron,  nails,  truck  bolster  guides,  bed  hinge  sockets,  car  brine- 
tank  supports,  hammers,  hatchets,  axes,  pipe  wrenches,  engineers*  Trrenches, 
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chisels,  pIters,  swages,  ste^l  damiR,  vises,  drills,  stodCB  and  dies,  reamers, 
angers,  bits,  drill  sleeves,  saws,  saw  blades,  scythe  blades,  machetes,  jacks, 
planes,  flies,  hoes,  masthead  lights,  generator  brushes,  lead  bends,  table 
knives,  fire  brick,  silica  grit,  silica  sand,  potassium  chlorate,  rock  salt, 
creosote  oil,  asphaltnm,  sandpaper,  bristol  board,  paper,  and  lumber. 
(Circular  Na  1068.) 


FBOFTTABIE  FIELD  FOR  SICE  DEALEES  IN  ECUADOB. 

I  Consul  aen«nl  Frederic  W.  GodlDs,  GoajaQOil,  Dee.  16.] 

While  Ecuador  produces  from  7,500  to  10,000  tons  of  rice  annually, 
depending  upon  the  rainfall,  the  yearly  imports  averaged  more  than 
4,600  tons  during  the  five  years  1909  to  1913.  The  average  value  of 
the  imported  article,  per  ton,  during  1913  was  $52;  in  1912,  $47; 
in  1911,  $49,  and  during  1910  and  1900,  $44.  The  rice  imported  from 
Peru  is  considered  the  best,  and  that  from  India  ranks  third,  with 
the  Ecuadorian  article  occupying  a  middle  place.  The  crop  here  is 
harvested  in  May,  by  stripping  the  grains  with  the  hands,  the  average 
yield  being  20  bushels  per  acre. 

Th'i  rice-growing  lands  are  rented  to  small  formers,  who  sell  the 
harvested  crops  to  town  merchants.  The  latter  in  turn  send  the  grain 
to  the  rice  mill,  exchanging  160  pounds  of  the  unliulled  rice,  if  of 
good  quality,  for  100  pounds  of  the  hulled  product;  if  of  inferior 
grade  a  larger  toll  is  taken.  This  includes  storage  for  six  months. 
Some  of  the  very  small  growers  hull  their  rice  with  a  flail  and  win- 
now it  with  the  wind.  The  husks  are  thrown  away,  but  the  remain- 
ing waste  is  fed  to  the  horses. 

Aaurleaa  Kaehlnes  Practically  Control  Field. 

Nearly  all  of  the  rice-huUing  machines  operating  in  Ecuador  were 
manufactured  by  a  Syracuse,  X.  Y.,  company.  There  are  19,  with  a 
total  daily  capacity  of  43,000  pounds. 

Rice  is  the  principal  article  of  diet  of  all  Ecuadorians,  rich  and 
poor,  and  it  is  made  into  a  great  variety  of  dishes,  many  of  which  are 
very  appetizing.  While  uie  domestic  supply  is  considerable,  the 
amount  of  tonnage  imported  is  well  worth  the  consideration  of 
American  exporters,  who  now  have  an  opportunity  to  establish  per- 
manent business  relations  with  Ecuadorian  merchants. 


District  Offices  of  the  Buieaa  of  Foreign  and  Domestio  Oonuuerce. 

Hew  Tork,  Boom  409  ITnited  States  Gnstomhonse ;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
United  States  Cnstomhouse;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  408  Third 
Vatlonal  Bank  Bollding;  Atlanta,  S21  Post  Ofllce  Bnllding;  Kew  Orleans,  1020 
Hibemla  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  SOS  United  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
8S8  Alaska  Bailding.  CooperatiTe  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
MTce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce; 
Detroit,  Board  of  Commerce;  Philadelphia,  Chunber  of  Commerce;  Davenport 
(Iowa),  Commercial  Clnb. 


Consul  General  L.  J.  Keena,  at  Valparaiso,  Chile,  has  transmitted 
a  translation  of  a  decree  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Eepublic 
to  contract  a  loan  with  the  banks  in  Santiago  for  paving  and  repair- 
ing pavements  in  that  city.  The  translation  can  be  examined  at  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  one  of  its  district 
offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  71592. 
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FOREION  TBADE  OFFOBTUNITIES. 

ficservcd  addrptiHCR  mav  be  obtnfnecl  from  the  Bare«.n  and  its  dtntriot  ofltpes*  Rrqqnest 
tor  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  Hhcet  and  the  SXe  nnmber  glreu'. 

Fire  engine,  No.  11*935. — An  Amerlcnn  consular  officer  In  tlie  United  Kingdom 
reports  tlmt  a  town  council  In  his  tlLstrict  desires  to  receive  CHtaloRiies  and 
prices  from  American  unmufiicturers  of  fire  engines.  It  is  desireil  to  pur- 
cliase  an  engine  for  about  $4,866.50. 

Druffs,  No.  19930. — ^A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  writes  that  a  raunicipalUy 
In  Siberia  desires  to  communicate  with  mftnufacturers  and  exporters  of 
all  kinds  of  drugs. 

Cotton,  woolen,  and  silk  goods,  and  boots  and  shoes,  No.  19937. — A  firm  In  u 
neutral  country  in  the  Near  Kast  hiforms  an  American  consular  officer 
that  it  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of  cottou, 
woolen,  and  silk  goofls,  and  boots  and  shoes.  Sample  and  quotations  are 
requested.   Correspondence  should  be  in  French. 

D^iiJohM,  No.  19938. — An  American  consular  officer  tn  Colombia  reports  tlmt 
a  firm  In  his  district  Is  in  the  market  for  the  Immediate  purcliase  of  5-gallon 
demijohns,  in  lots  of  500  or  1,000,  and  desires  to  receive  quotations  o.  b. 
New  Vork,  direct  from  American  manufacturers,  quotations  to  be  on  demi- 
johns loose  or  uncrated  and  also  packed  in  crates. 

Surfa^jc  coated  paper.  No.  19939.— A  firm  manufacturing  buttons  in  Spain  in- 
forms an  American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  purchase  surface 
coat9d  paper  similar  to  a  saiintle  wliich  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau 
or  ItR  district  offices,  (liefer  to  File  No.  71354.)  Correspondence  may  be 
in  Euglish.     References  are  given. 

3/«fl/(riH-ory,.  No.  ]9i>40.— An  American  consular  officer  In  France  reports  a  pos- 
.tible  laartet  for  cigarette  machinery.  Drawings,  specifications,  and  quota- 
tions c.  I.  f.  destination  are  requested.  Correspondence  may  be  In  French 
or  Engli-sii. 

Tractor,  No.  19941. — A  nmn  it)  the  Uniteil  States  Informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  he  is  in  the  market  for  a  tractor  having  a  revolving  shaft  that 
connects  with  a  knuckle  on  each  car. 

Agency,  No.  19942. — A  firm  in  Brazil  writes  that  It  is  In  a  position  to  look  after 
representations,  commissions,  consignments,  importation  and  exportation 
of  goods,  commercial  references,  the  registration  of  firms  and  trade-marks, 
and  translations  in  that  country. 

Cotton  hraid.  No.  19943. — ^An  American  consnlar  officer  In  South  Africa  repoits 
a  possible  market  In  his  district  for  a  large  quantity  of  cheap  black  cotton 
braid  used  for  blanket  ornamentation.  Samples;  prices,  and  full  informa- 
tion should  be  sent.  A  list  of  dealers  In  this  braid  may  be  had  on  applica- 
tion to  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  offices,  where  a  sample  of  the  braid  used 
may  l>e  examined. 

Stationery  and  offlcc  supplies,  No.  19944. — An  American  consular  officer  In 
Canada  writes  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with 
American  manufacturers  of  stationery  and  office  supplies. 

Qeneraiiiig  set.  No.  19945. — The  British  Trade  Commissioner  in  New  Zealand  re- 
ports that  tenders  will  be  received  at  the  town  clerk's  office,  Raetlld 
(North  Lsiand),  until  March  14,  1916,  for  supplying  and  erecting  a  40- 
kllowatt  hydroelectric  generating  set,  switchboard,  etc.  Copies  of  the 
specifications  and  drawings  may  be  obtained  from  H.  W.  Climie  &  Son, 
Raetlhl,  New  Zealand,  on  payment  of  a  deposit  of  $4.86,  which  wlU  be 
refunded  on  receipt  of  a  bona  fide  tender.  The  Bureau  has  no  further  in- 
formation in  regard  to  this  onwrtunlty. 

JRaUwajf,  No.  19946.— The  Bolivian  National  Congress  Issued  a  decree  dated 
Novemt>er  4,  1915,  authorizing  the  Executive  to  call  for  tenders  for  the 
construction  of  a  railway  from  PotosI  to  Sucre.  Tenders  will  be  received 
until  June  30,  1916.  The  Bureau  has  no  further  information  In  regard  to 
this  opportunity. 

Spring  balance  scales,  No.  19947. — An  American  consular  officer  in  England  re- 
ports that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  price  lists 
from  American  manufacturers  of  spring  balance  scales. 
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THE  BBinSH  TRADE  POR  1915. 

According  to  preliminary  official  statistics  the  total  value  of  the 
imports  of  foreign  and  colonial  merchandise  into  the  United  King- 
dom for  1915  was  $4,154,804,932,  compared  Tvith  $3,390,174,778  for 
1914.  The  exports  of  the  produce  and  mnnufactiires  of  the  United 
Kingdom  were  valued  at  $1,871,886,261,  compared  with  $2,096,105,484, 
and  the  exports  of  foreign  and  colonial  merchandise,  $480,796,200 
against  $464,625,029  for  1914.  The  following  table  shows  the  trade 
by  classes  during  the  past  two  years: 


Oms. 

Imports. 

Domertlc  exports. 

Foreign  and  oolMiial 
exports. 

in4 

im 

1014 

ins 

1914 

Food,  drink,  and  tobacco - 
Kaw  maierals  and  artl- 
ries  mainly  unmanu- 

Artictos  wholly  ot  mainly 

HisceUaneous  and  un- 
dassifled  (Including 
panel  port)  

It,  4«,  900,640 

1,151, 079,976 
731,026,636 

13,868,530 

n,  858,520, 735 

1,898,347,537 
883,341,976 

14,504,681 

1131,145,080 

275,904,314 
1,047,960,340 

41,aB,950 

8121,643,493 

254,785,559 
1,424,862,394 

70,6M,8SS 

l84,8S0,9gr 

16^  100, 560 
117,230,473 

413,909 

205,684,107 
105,996,545 

283,080 

3,380,174,778 

4,  IH,  804, 033  2,096,105,484 

1, 871, 886, 26l|4M,625, 039 

480,790,200 

SEASON'S  WOOL  AUCTIONS  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

Seven  ^'onl  auctions  had  been  held  in  New  Zealand  up  to  Decemlwr 
14,  according  to  the  New  Zealand  Trade  Review  and  Price  Current. 
The  total  sales  amounted  to  83,727  bales,  compared  with  92,580  bales 
up  to  the  corresponding  date  the  preceding  year.  The  decreases 
were  all  at  the  first  five  sales,  on  November  11,  17,  20,  and  25,  and 
December  1.  Since  that  time  the  sales  have  shown  an  increase  over 
1914,  the  amounts  being:  December  6,  Christchurch,  19,101,  com- 
pared with  15,972  tlie  preceding  year;  December  10,  Wellington, 
23,443  bales,  compared  with  19,324. 

Offerings  were  somewhat  behind  last  season,  as  a  i*esHlt  oC  the 
broken  weather  interfering  with  shearing  operations  and  several 
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large  clips  having  been  disposed  of  privately.  American  buying 
has  been  the  main  feature  of  the  season's  sales  and  very  high  jirioes 

have  been  paid. 

Two  additioniil  sales  were  scheduled  for  December — Napier,  De- 
cember 15,  and  Dunedin,  December  22.  The  dates  in  1916  for  the 
balance  of  the  season,  nicntioned  in  the  Trade  Review,  together  with 
last  season's  offerings  at  the  corresponding  sales,  are:  January  5, 
Timaru  (13,370);  Januarv  10,  Christchurch  (25,101);  January  14, 
Invercargill  (10,579);  Januarv  19.  Dunedin  (23,533);  January  25, 
Wellington  (22,219)  ;  January  28,  Napier  (9,G83) ;  February  2, 
Auckliind  (5,929) ;  February  7,  Christchurch  (6,702) ;  February  10, 
Timaru  (4,460) ;  February  14,  Dunedin  (8,947) ;  February  16,  Inver- 
cargill (7,947) ;  February  22,  Napier  (1,591)  ;  February  25,  Welling- 
ton (6,391). 

[A  review  of  the  first  four  of  the  season's  sales,  with  comparisons  oC  tbe 
{urlces  obtained,  was  publislietl  In  Coumkrck  Uui^rts  for  Dec.  30,  1015.] 


AUEBICAN  UANGANESE  FEODUCnON  FOB  TEAA. 

The  manganese  ore  and  metal  industries  continue  to  undergo  read- 
justment, but  the  impetus  given  the  domestic  industry  on  account 
of  the  shortage  of  foreign  ore  has  not  brought  forth  the  production 
that  had  been  expected.  Important  exph)ratory  work  and  prepara- 
tions for  milling  have  been  cari-icd  out  at  several  mines  in  Virginia, 
Tennessee,  Colorado,  and  California,  but  except  in  the  case  of  one 
mine  this  has  not  yet  resulted  in  production.  A  close  estimate  of 
the  production  in  the  United  Stntos  for  1915  can  not  be  made,  but  it 
is  very  doubtful  that  it  exceeded  O.OLKi  tons,  as  compared  with  2,635 
tons  produced  in  1914,  according  to  the  United  States  Geological 
Survey. 

The  shortage  in  hi^h-grade  ores  for  use  in  the  manufacture  of  flint 
glass  and  dry  batteries  lias  been  keenly  felt  and  several  dry-battery 
plants  have  been  forced  to  close  down. 

The  shortage  of  imports  forced  two  important  steel  producers, 
Jones  &  Loughlin  Steel  Co.,  of  Pittsburg,  Fa.,  and  Maryland  Steel 
Co.,  Sparrows  Point.  Md.,  to  devote  furnaces  to  the  manufacture  of 
ferromanganese.  This  is  noteworthy  because  most  of  the  domestic 
ferromanganese  has  heretofore  been  made  by  two  subsidiaries  of  the 
United  States  Steel  Corjwration,  although  several  more  firms  have 
occasionally  contributed. 

Efforts  are  being  made  to  conserve  during  refining  the  manganese 
contained  in  raw  pig  iron,  thereby  reducing  the  amount  of  ferro- 
manganese that  must  be  a^ded  to  make  steel.  If  these  efforts  are 
successful,  they  will  mark  an  important  advance  in  steel  metallurgy. 

During  the  first  10  months  of  1915  Brazil  supplied  a  very  large 
proportion  of  the  manganese  oxide  and  ore  that  was  imported  into 
this  country.  The  total  from  the  South  American  country  was  more 
than  twice  the  average  for  the  preceding  three  years,  and  partly  made 
up  for  the  failure  of  supplies  from  Kussia  and  India.  The  receipts 
from  India  were  about  one-twelfth  normal  and  from  Russia 
negligible. 

[A  fliscussion  of  the  BniKtllan  production  of  mangaaeee  was  published  la 
Dally  Coosular  and  Trade  Reports  for  Oct  27, 1914.] 
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IMPOSTS  OF  AKEBICAV  OOOM  IBTO  ALGERIA. 

[Consnl  Deaa  B.  Hnson,  Algiers,  Dec.  31.] 

According  to  the  recently  compiled  Algerian  custom  house  returns, 
there  was  a  decrease  of  $1,406,310  in  tlie  value  of  the  imports  from 
the  United  States  during  1914  compared  with  1913.  This  decrease 
was  due  largely  to  the  fact  that  large  quantities  of  wheat  were  im- 
ported in  1913  owing  to  the  short  crop.  Very  little  American  wheat 
was  imported  during  1914,  but  important  orders  were  given  during 
the  latter  part  of  1914  for  delivery  jn  1915.  The  following  table 
shows  the  American  merchandise  and  its  value  imported  into  Algeria 
during  1914  compared -with  1913: 


Articles. 

U13 

1914 

Articles. 

1913 

1914 

jlgrlrattDnl  and  other  nu- 

S4»,340 

5,790 
2e,441 

B,m 

sm,ii3 

16,762 
1,243 
96 
5,063 
103,191 
4,236 
1,630 
16,861 
49,085 
0^680 

1161,734 

35,613 
497,361 
8,209 
166,015 

rs,6S5 

18,407 
5,063 
0,409 

Gast  Iron  sad  st«el  

ClothloK  

80,106 
184,701 
78,903 
41 
13,881 

CoriTl:  

117,993 
11,387 
3,702 
16,440 

117.151 
«,SU 

38,407 
04,184 
715,837 
15,603 

AU  Dthar  artlelas  

Budwara  and  Imptonwots.. . . 
BidM  ™  .... 

Totol.  

1,505,013 

1.009,601 

HEASUBE  BAAIUH  COHFOUKBS  IN  RUBBEB  OOOItS. 

Specifications  for  purchasing  rubber  ^oods  frequently  permit  the 
use  of  barytes  (bariimi  sulphate)  as  a  mineral  filler  without  having 
the  sulphur  which  it  contains  count  as  part  of  the  specified  total 
sulphur.  In  such  cases  the  barium  sulphate  must  be  determined  in 
order  to  properly  correct  the  total  sulphur. 

When  oarium  sulphate  ontv  is  used,  the  amount  i>re6eht  is  readihr 
ascertained  by  determining  the  total  amount  of  barium  present,  ti 
barium  carbonate  is  used,  it  is  necessary  to  separate  the  two  salts. 
By  means  of  tests  made  on  compounds  of  knorrrn  composition  pre- 
pared at  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards,  a  method  has  been 
devised  which  permits  the  quantitative  determination  of  barium  car- 
bonate in  the  presence  of  either  lead  sulphate  or  barium  sulphate, 
the  two  sulphates  most  commonly  used  in  rubber  goods.  The  accu- 
racy of  the  determination  is  satisfactory  for  all  practical  purposes. 

These  tests  are  described  in  Technologic  Paper  No.  C4,  "  The  de- 
termination of  barium  carbonate  and  barium  sulphate  in  vulcanized 
rubber  goods,^'  which  may  be  obtained  by  inter^1«d  pei'sons  from  the 
Bureau  of  Standards. 


Insnnuiee  Bnsinen  in  Chosen. 

Consul  General  Ransford  S.  Miller,  Seoul,  reports  that  the  total 
number  of  Japanese  and  foreign  life  insurance  companies  in  Chosen 
according  to  the  latest  investigation  is  34,  with  contracts  amounting 
to  $3,440,497,  distributed  among  42,438  persons.  The  number  of 
fire,  marine,  and  transpoii;  insurance  companies  doing  business  in 
the  territory  is  33,  with  contracts  amounting  to  $3,752,177,  divided 
among  86,590  persons. 
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aOTEBNHEHT  PUBLICATIONS  f  OK  SALE. 

Among  the  publications  received  in  stock  for  sale  by  the  Super- 
intendent of  Dociunents  at  Washington  during  the  week  ended 
January  22  are : 

Directory  of  American  Sawmills,  Miscellaneous  Series  No.  27, 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. — List  of  Sawmills  in 
the  United  States,  arranged  alphabetically  by  States.   Price,  paper, 

25  cents. 

Commercial  Organizations  irj.  Switzerland  and  the  Swiss  Depart- 
ment  of  Commerce,  S]>ecial  Agents  Series  No.  101. — Covers  Swiss 
Commercial  and  Indujitrial  Association  and  its  membership,  with  a 
description  of  the  Federal  Department  of  Commerce.  Price,  paper, 
5  cents. 

The  Testing  of  Clay  Refractories,  with  special  reference  to  their 
load-carrying  capacity  at  furnace  temperatures,  Bureau  of  Standards 
Technologic  Paper  No.  7. — Covers  the  nature  of  refractory  clays, 
manufacture  of  refractories,  testing,  etc.   Price,  paper,  15  cents. 

Silver' Fox  Farming  in  Eastern  North  America,  Department  of 
Agriculture  Bulletin  301. — Covers  description  of  the  silver  fox,  his- 
tory of  domestication,  feeding,  breeding,  profits,  etc  Price,  paper, 
10  cents. 

Suggestions  for  parcel-post  marketing.  Farmers'  Bulletin  703. — 
Practical  information  relative  to  parcel-post  merchandising,  includ- 
ing zones,  measurements,  proper  packing,  price,  etc  Price,  paper, 
5  cents. 

SUOAB-BEET  TBAPFIC  OP  SOUTHERN  SWEDEH. 

IConsul  B.  M.  Basmuseo,  Gotehorg,  Dec.  22.] 

According  to  statistics  recently  published  91,678  freight  cars,  of  an 
average  capacity  of  10  tons,  were  required  to  transport  the  past 
season's  beet  crop  of  southern  Sweden  to  the  factories,  and  55,800 
were  needed  for  handling  sugar  products,  a  total  of  147,478  cars.  It 
is  oniy  natural  that  such  an  enormous  traffic  confined  to  a  relatively 
short  season  of  the  year  (October,  November,  and  occasionally  a 
part  of  December)  should  cause  a  great  shortage  of  cars,  and  one  of 
the  most  perplexmg  questions  that  annually  comes  up  is  that  of 
beet  transportation. 

With  a  view  to  providing  adequate  transportation  facilities  ?for  the' 
current  year,  a  meeting  between  the  traffic  officials  of  the  railways 
and  representatives  of  the  sugar-beet  industry  was  held  in  Malmo, 
as  an  outcome  of  which  the  State  Railways  are  to  reserve  a  certain 
number  of  freight  cars  of  large  capacity  for  the  beet  traffic.  Extra 
trains  are  to  be  run  and  the  empty  cars  distributed  at  loading  sta- 
tions during  the  night,  so  that  they  may  be  available  between  4  and  5 
o'clock  a.  m.  Cars  left  at  factories  must  be  imloaded  immediately, 
in  order  that  they  may  be  picked  up  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same 
day  and  returned  to  the  loading  stations. 

As  a  result  of  this  arrangement  special  transportation  plans  have 
been  worked  out  for  the  various  factories  located  on  the  railway 
lines.  A  provisional  car  association  has  also  been  organized  to 
apportion  the  number  of  cars. 
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FOB£iaH  COUHEirrS  09  AUEKICAK  TRABE. 

Women's  Apparel  In  Italy. 

American  manufacturers  of  women's  wearing  apparel  should  pro- 
duce for  Italy  goods  that  accord  witli  Parisian  styles,  states  an 
Italian  agent  and  dealer  in  an  article  in  the  Bulletin  oi  the  Amei*ican 
Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Milan.  The  writer,  however,  warns  the 
exporters  of  the  United  States  against  the  too  pronounced  and  fan- 
tastic  styles  which  Paris  sometimes  devises  for  exportation,  but 
which  are  rejected  by  the  authentic  Parisiennes,  and  have  no  better 
success  in  Italy.  Encouragement  is  given  to  the  mtinufacturers  of 
this  country  in  the  fact  that  "  the  b^  Italian  dealers  will  always 
willingly  buy  foreign  articles  which,  in  addition  to  their  excellence 


native  manufactures  of  cotton,  wool,  and  silk  cloths,  can  never  be 
classed  as  commonplace." 

Timber  Prodtietion  in  HataL 

A  writer  in  the  Times  of  Natal,  South  Africa,  states  that  $5,000,000 
a  year  is  being  spent  by  that  country  for  importetl  timber,  which  is 
received  mainly  from  Kussia,  Sweden,  and  the  United  States.  He 
discusses  the  possibility  of  timber  production  in  Natal,  and  says: 

In  Nntnl,  at  least,  we  can  produce  the  timber  we  require  In  time — for  It  must 
be  rememWreil  that  In  i^outh  Africa  nil  timber  growing  is  a  comparatively  new 
Industry.  To  keap  up  tlie  softwood  supply  for  the  UnioD  year  by  year  there 
would  linve  to  Ite  62,400  acres.  When  we  consider  that  the  trees  would  be  dis- 
tributed among  many  farms  and  plnntations,  and  when  we  furtlier  consider 
that  there  are  »ingle  farms  of  30,000  awes  In  the  Union,  two  of  which  are  l^rge 
enough  to  iiroduce  the  whole  of  the  softwood  requirements,  62,400  acres  is  not 
so  much. 

Indian  Traders  in  East  Africa. 

The  Bi-itish  and  South  African  Export  Gazette  pays  a  tribute  to 
the  services  rendered  international  trade  by  the  Indian  traders  in 
British  East  Africa.  It  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  United 
States  Government  has  already  recognized  the  growing  importance 
of  this  region  by  establishing  a  consulate  at  Mombasa,  wliich  is  not 
only  the  terminus  of  the  railway  to  Lake  Victoria,  but  is  the  port  of 
entry  for  all  the  sea-borne  trade  of  its  seven  Provinces,  as  also  for 
Uganda  and  the  adjacent  territory  bordering  on  the  Victoria  Nj'anza. 
The  writer  says  that  the  traders  mentioned  carry  out  their  engage- 
ments in  a  straightforward  manner,  and  that  while  they  invariably 
ask  for  extended  terms  of  credit,  past  experience  shows  that  this  is 
seldom,  if  ever,  misused. 


Butriet  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Jonign  and  Domestio  Commerce. 

Hew  York,  Boom  409  TTnlted  States  Cnstomhonse;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
IToited  States  Cnstomhou;e;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  402  Third 
National  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  S21  Post  Office  Bnildlng;  Kew  Orleans,  1030 
Hibemla  Bank  Bnildlng;  San  Francisco,  306  United  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
932  Alaska  Building.  Cooperattve  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com< 
merce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce; 
]>etroit.  Board  of  Commerce;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Davenport 
(Iowa),  CommerciBl  Club. 
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THE  BBITZSH  FOTTE&T  BEOUXATIOirS. 

[Consul  Robert  S.  S.  Bergh,  Stoke-on-Trent.] 

The  annual  report  of  the  British  Inspector  of  Factories  for  1914, 
which  was  recently  made  public,  gives  some  interesting  details  with 
regard  to  tlie  pottery  regulations  which  the  British  Govermnent 
promulgated  in  1912.  [These  regulations  were  published  as  an  ap- 
pendix to  the  report  on  the  pottery  industry,  Miscellaneous  Series, 
No.  21,  issued  by  the  Bureau  ol  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.] 

Effect  of  War  on  the  Ontpnt  of  Pottery. 

The  report  of  the  chief  inspector  of  factories  states  that  in  the 
first  seven  months  of  1914  the  rate  of  production  of  pottery  through- 
out the  United  Kingdom  was  probably  not  far  from  normal,  while 
the  outbreak  of  the  war  temporarily  reduced  niaiw  potteries  almost 
to  a  standstill.  Trade  conditions  soon  revived  sufficiently  to  provide 
employment  for  the  usual  full  complement  of  workers.  Those  con- 
fined to  the  manufacture  of  expensive  art  ware,  those  which  are  de- 
pendent on  the  activity  of  the  building  trade,  and  those  which  have 
hitherto  sent  large  exports  to  the  belligerent  countries  on  the  Con- 
tinent, however,  were  necessarily  depressed  at  the  end  of  1914.  Some 
sections  of  the  stoneware  trade  and  a  few  other  special  potteries  have 
been  busy  owing  to  demands  arising,  generally  indirectlyj  out  of  the 
requirements  of  the  war. 

Extensive  new  developments  in  the  industry  may  be  anticipated 
in  the  near  future,  as  there  is  a  considerable  opening  for  vitreous 
electrical  goods  and  laboratory  wai-e,  as  well  as  cheap  toy  sets,  orna- 
ments, and  dolls'  heads.  The  demand  for  British  pottery  transfers 
has  also  Imen  rapidly  increasing  since  the  German  supply  became 
inaccessible. 

Effect  on  Health  Conditions. 

'  There  has  been  a  large  decrease  in  the  number  of  lead -poisoning 
cases  in  recent  years,  according  to  the  report  of  the  inspector  or 
factories,  given  in  part  as  follows: 

Lead  iminoninft. — ^TIic  rcpnrtpil  casos  of  plumhism,  ns  tabulated  in  the  medical 
Inspector's  rcjiort,  iinllcjitc  h  fjrntifylnK  linprovcmpnt,  the  totnl  for  1914  I>einff 
less  than  liaif  tlint  for  Jinv  prcvknis  yonr,  viz.  27,  as  cnmpnreil  with  62  In 
1913.  80  ill  1912.  92  In  1911,  iiii<I  nii  nverape  of  110  in  the  years  1899-1910. 
Whlie  sonic  portion  of  this  hiiprovctneiit  must  mlniittolly  l>o  due  to  tlie  slack- 
ness of  trade  and  llie  consisniently  reduced  production  of  pottery,  It  is  slsnifl- 
cant  that  only  22  cases  ocnirrod  In  the  first  seven  months  of  1914  us  compared 
with  44  ill  Hie  eorresiK>ndinjr  perioj  of  1913.  Tlie  1914  fifnires  for  North 
Staffordsliire  show  n  notewortliy  absence  of  plumbism  nmonR  ware  cleaners 
f8  cases  in  1013),  niiijollra  palntresses,  and  lithofiraphic  transfer  luakera, 
wliile  the  cjixes  nni<»nfi  aeros:'a|)hers  fell  from  4  In  1913  to  1  hi  1914.  Even 
more  en  con  vji  sins  is  (he  decline  of  cases  amonj;  the  yoiniger  worliers;  of 
females  under  20  years  of  aRe  8  were  affected  in  1913  and  only  3  in  1914; 
aniotiK  mules  no  case  an*^  In  1914  under  tlie  ase  of  24. 

The  re^'uhitioiis  have  resulted  not  only  in  improved  conditions  In  those 
places  where  raw  lead  gla»t>s  are  still  used,  hut  also  in  a  wider  adoption  of 
nonpoisouous  ^ilazes,  ^^'hereI>y  occupiers  secure  the  extensive  exemptions  offered 
OS  an  imlucemont  to  dispense  with  raw  lend. 

The  total  number  of  factories  under  tlie  regulations  at  the  close  of  1B14  was 
G48,  and  the  pn^rtlon  of  these  using  raw  lead  glazes  Is  shown  by  the  foUowins 
table: 

Potteries  using  no  lead  glaze: 

Coarse  ware   .  ,.— . —   51 

Other  ,     -  68 
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Potteries  nslag  no  glaze  containlug  more  than  5  per  cent  of  soluble  lead : 

Coarse  ware   42 

Other  »48 

Potteries  using  unrestricted  lead  glaze : 

Other  I"Z~~IIIII~"III"I~III31V"JZI""~~I~I~~I  350 

Factories  in  which  processes  Incidental  to  pottery  nmnufticture  only  are 
carried  on  (no  glazing)   T2 

Total  1  648 

TIius  it  appears  that  out  of  111  coorse-ware  potteries  raw  lead  Is  only  now 
used  lu  18,  and  out  of  465  other  potteries  (Including  aii  the  general  tine  house- 
hold earthenware  and  cliiiia  manufactories  on  the  country)  106  are  now  con- 
fining themselves  to  subiitnutially  nonpoisonous  glaze  materials.  This  repre- 
sents a  distinct  advance  on  the  previous  position  with  regard  to  the  use  of  lead 
in  pottei-y  glazes,  especially  as  the  firms  under  exemptions  Include  a  number  of 
the  large  emirfoyers  of  labor. 

Tbe  progress  made  in  the  use  of  leadleos  glazes  Is  especially  commented  on 
by  the  Stoke,  Birmlngliam,  Leeds,  ond  Lanarkshire  inspectors.  One  inspector 
particularly  refers  to  the  success  of  oue  firm  In  making  leadless  liocklngham 
ware  and  quotes  a  letter  of  the  firm  In  which  they  state :  "  With  the  glaze  we 
are  now  using  we  get  an  excellent  Rockingham  glaze  absolutely  free  from  lead* 
and  U  hos  been  working  with  entire  satisfaction  for  six  months." 

In  the  coase-ware  trade  recent  advances  liave  been  mainly  lu  the  direction  of 
substituting  galena  for  red  lead ;  the  successful  use  of  the  native  lead  sulphide 
on  red  coarse-ware  bodies  is  mentioned  by  several  Inspectws. 

Ktmiead  depm-tments. — ^Health  conditions  In  those  departments  In  which 
danger  arises  from  dust  and  other  causes  unconnected  with  the  use  of  lead  have 
received  due  attention  ond  much  progress  Is  reported.  Although  no  actual 
health  statistics  are  available  for  these  sections  of  the  industry,  it  may  fairly 
be  assumed  that  the  general  effectiveness  of  tbe  I'egulatlons  has  been  commen- 
surate with  that  of  the  requirements  specially  directetl  to  combating  plumbism; 
and,  moreover,  abundant  confirmation  of  this  view  is  constantly  to  be  found 
In  the  voluntary  statements  of  occupiers,  managers,  and  workpeople,  no  less 
than  in  the  observations  of  Inspectws,  who  testl^  to  the  improved  appeorance 
and  health  of  tbe  workers. 

The  Bristol  Inspector  bag  been  Impressed  by  the  evident  desire  manifested  by 
certoln  lai^  employers  to  secure  full  compliance  with  all  the  requirements. 
This  spirit  of  willingness  on  tbe  part  of  the  occupiers  has  been  equally  notice* 
able  in  the  best  factories  in  North  Staffordshire  and  other  districts. 

The  Edinburgh  Inspector  speaks  of  the  provision  of  exhaust  ventilation, 
hopper  windows,  smooth  walls  and  Imi>erv]ous  floors,  and  the  proi>er  storage 
of  molds  as  revolutionizing  an  old  pottery,  although  structural  alterations  on 
a  large  scale  were  Impracticable. 

Begnlations  in  Detail. 

The  following  points  arising  out  of  particular  regulations  have 
been  noted  during  the  year: 

.  Wedging  of  clay. — The  introduction  of  the  vertical  pug  mill  Into  china  pot- 
teries bas  largely  reduced  the  amount  of  clay  wedging. 

Carrying. — It  Is  reported  that  nilsnnderstundings  still  arise  in  respect  to  the 
carrying  of  clay  and  other  burdens  by  young  persons;  coniplLuncc  In  facliitated 
where  employers  will  take  the  trouble  to  i>ost  up  lists  of  the  carriers  and  the 
maximum  permissible  wciglit  for  cnch.  Prosecution  has  been  found  requisite 
in  one  liistauce  wliere  the  prescribed  weight  was  exceeiled. 

Improved  conditions  of  labor  resulting  from  this  re<iuirement  are  commented 
on  by  the  Nortli  London  and  Derby  Insi)ectors.  The  latter  refers  to  the  various 
methods  ot  wheeled  tranwiwrf,  one  of  which  does  away  with  carrying  altogether : 

"Tlie  balls  of  clay  are  placed  on  boards,  which  are  prcvliled  on  the  uiiderNlde 
with  small  runners.  The  boards  are  carried  on  trolleys  (made  of  a  uniform 
height),  -which  are  pushed  to  the  desired  position  at  any  workbench,  and  tho 
loaded  tray  is  run  on  to  the  bench.   An  empty  tray  Is  pulled  from  the  beudi 

^  ThiiteeB  of  these  make  a  lai^e  proportloa  ot  leadtess  glazed  ware. 
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on  to  the  eoxpts  trolley  and  taken  to  the  clay  supply  ready  for  a  fresh  charge. 
It  te,  of  course,  essential  to  make  the  benches  of  a  uniform  height  to  suit  tiie 
height  of  the  trolleys.'* 

Periodical  cxaminaiion. — Inspectors  have  observed  the  neglect  of  the  reex- 
amination of  young  persons  employed  as  carriers.  In  North  Staffordshire  prose- 
cution was  found  necessary  In  regard  to  the  monthly  examination  of  casual  lead 
workers  and  tlie  provision  of  a  suitable  room  for  the  doctor's  examtnatlona. 

Health  rcyiilcrs. — It  Is  somewhat  surprising  that  large  flnns  have  not  token 
more  advantage  of  the  facilities  offered  by  the  regulations  for  the  use  of  card 
registers  in  place  of  the  book  form,  which  is  far  less  convenient  when  changes 
In  the  personnel  are  frequent. 

OvcralU. — In  the  Stiiffordshire  potteries  there  appears  to  be  a  general  agree- 
ment  that  the  old-fashioned  "sI(H>"  Is  not  a  satisfactory  overall  for  lead  work- 
ers, but  it  has  not  yet  disappeare<l.  Overalls  are  also  sometimes  maito  frmn 
materials  so  loosely  woven  as  to  allow  dust  to  penetrate  to  the  clothing. 

Proper  arrangements  are  now  general  for  Insuring  the  washing  of  overalls  at 
a  laundry,  but  the  daily  cleaning  of  waterproof  aprons  still  calls  for  attention. 

Mes»  rooms. — "  In  Stoke  several  excellent  mess  rooms  have  been  built  during 
the  year  by  a  number  of  the  larger  firms.  Under  the  same  roof  with  the  mess 
room  have  been  erected  the  lavatories,  overall,  and  outdoor  clothing  storage 
rooms,  and  the  building  has  been  so  well  planned  that  the  workers  can  pass 
from  the  one  to  the  other  in  the  correct  order,  and  thus  leave  all  dost  and  lead 
behind  before  entering  the  mess  room.  The  cooking  arrangements  In  many  cases 
are  also  excellent  and  enable  the  workers  to  obtain  dinners  or  to  cook  their  food 
under  the  best  conditions." 

Similarly  excellent  arrangements  have  been  made  at  a  large  factory  In  Devon- 
shire ;  this  r^uiation  has  proved  most  valuable  tn  Improving  mess-room  condi- 
tions throughout  tlie  country,  and  the  effect  on  the  gen^l  tone  of  the  workers 
Is  noticeable. 

A  Stoke  inspector  says :  "  Where  the  provision  Is  good  the  deanlinesa  of  the 
men  has  also  shown  a  marked  improvement  One  has  still  frequently  to  call 
attention  to  the  dirty  habits  of  men  In  the  use  of  mess  rooms ;  but  it  is  almost 
invariably  the  case  that  where  this  is  necessary  the  mess  room  Is  In  Itself  poor. 
A  good  mess  room,  with  proper  cleaning  and  supervision,  is  generally  respected 
by  the  men  who  use  it,  and  there  is  scarcely  anything  better  appreciated  or  more 
instrumental  in  uplifting  the  workers  to  pn^r  self-rei^ect  and  care  of  thetr 
personal  health  than  the  provision  of  good  mess  rooms,  lavatories,  and  sanitary 
accommodation." 

Dust. — Continuous  attention  is  needed  to  secure  the  provision  and  mainte- 
nance of  etilcient  local  exhaust  apparatus  In  every  process  for  which  It  is  pre- 
scribetl.  It  is  therefore  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  record  that  the  average 
efficiency  of  such  installations  decidedly  Increased  during  the  year  1914,  with 
corresponding  beneficial  results  to  all  concerned,  especially  where  an  ample 
exhaust  draft  Is  suitably  applied  In  conjunction  with  well-distributed  and 
properly  constructed  Inlets  for  fresh  air,  so  as  to  combine  the  ben^ts  of  dust 
ramoval  with  the  advantages  of  a  plentiful  supply  and  frequent  change  of  air 
in  all  parts  of  the  workroom.  Systems  In  which  propeller  fans  are  used  with 
wide  airways  are  often  found  to  be  best  for  this  purpose,  and  many  of  the 
difficulties'^  due  to  faulty  construction  or  disposition  of  the  plant  have  been 
avoided  where  occupiers  Imve  submitted  plans  to  the  district  Inspector  before 
deciding  on  any  particular  scheme. 

Of  the  59  potteries  in  Stoke-on-Trent  using  flint  as  a  betiding  ranterlal,  42 
have  discardeil  antiquated  .systems  of  exhaust  for  flint  processes  and  have 
replaced  them  by  modem  plants.  In  connection  with  the  emptying  of  china 
biscuit  saggers,  It  has  been  found  generally  to  be  Impracticable  to  apply  an 
exhaust  efliclontly  at  the  oven  mouth,  and  consequently  the  majority  of  manu- 
facturers have  arranged  for  fiat  ware  to  be  emptied  at  one  of  the  placing 
benches,  a  method  which  has  proved  to  be  satisfactory  and  economical.  An 
Investigation  of  the  handling  of  broken  saggers,  which  caused  a  large  amount  of 
flint  dust  to  be  disseminated  In  the  air  or  at  near  the  breathing  level,  showed 
that  It  would  be  quite  feasible  to  use  a  suitable  tray  for  carrying  the  broken 
i%ceptacles  and  their  contents;  this  Is  now  the  common  practice  In  many  chlnii 
factories. 

In  many  earthenware  biscuit  warehouses  the  means  for  avoiding  dust  In  the 
bmshtng  process  are  still  unsatisfactory,  although  a  large  number  of  the 
smaller  firms  have  erected  quite  efficient  Installations. 

Instances  are  reported  from  Stoke  in  whldi  the  IS-mtnote  limit  for  ware 
deanlug  of  moist  ware  has  beoi  exceeded;  in  one  case  the  firm  was  prosecuted 
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tnd  fined,  the  expmses  of  tbe  ware  cleaner  In  attending  the  court  being  atao 
disallowed  by  the  stipendiary  to  mark  his  disapproval  of  her  contributory  aeg- 
llgeuce.  MeotioQ  Is  also  made  of  successful  nduptntions  of  agricultural  appu- 
ratus,  e.  g.,  a  condiment  machine  and  a  churn  for  sieving  and  mixing  dry  colors 
without  the  escape  of  any  dust  during  the  operations;  local  exliaust  is  being 
added  to  insure  safety  during  the  removal  of  the  dangerous  matei'iul  and  dur- 
ing  tbe  cleaning  of  the  machine.  The  remodeling  of  exlmust  installations  for 
the  ara^^raphlng  process  has  resulted  In  material  Improvement  In  many  deco- 
rating departments  in  North  Staffordshire,  a  better  tyiie  of  hood  being  used  for 
color-blowing  work. 

The  old  process  of  riddling  freshly  calcinerl  flints  Inside  the  kiln  was  one  of 
the  most  dusty  and  dangerous  processes  connected  with  the  potting  industry. 
The  best  installations  consist  of  a  duct  from  nn  exhaust  tan  brought  to  a 
position  near  the  mouth  of  the  kiln  and  about  3  feet  from  the  ground ;  a  barrow 
placed  under  the  duct  receives  tbe  broken  flints,  and  the  cloud  of  flint  dust 
is  carried  away  by  the  exhaust  draft. 

"  The  glost  placer  carries  newly  washed  saggers  on  his  head,  and  as  he  slides 
each  sagger  off  his  head  he  pulls  down  a  little  cloud  of  lead  dust  which  falla 
directly  past  bis  nose  and  mouth.  One  works  manager  has  removed  this  source 
of  danger  by  adding  1  pint  of  silicate  of  soda  to  each  bucket  of  sagger  wash ; 
this  effectually  prevents  any  dust  being  rubbed  off  before  the  wash  is  fired  on 
the  new  sagger." 

Ventilation. — Hopper  windows  of  a  satisfactory  tj-pe  are  now  general, 
although  they  are  sometimes  placed  too  high ;  misunderstandings,  however,  are 
still  encountered  as  to  the  proper  use  of  such  windows  In  summer.  Probably 
Uie  most  suitable  type  is  ttaat  in  which  the  hinged  portion  is  retained  in  Its 
normal  inclined  posltlcm  by  pegs  whldi  can  be  removed  to  allow  the  window 
to  fall  wide  open  on  very  hot  days;  tbls  construction,  moreover,  greatly  facili- 
tates window  cleaning. 

It  is  at  last  becoming  generally  admitted  that  clay  ware  can  be  dried  by 
judicious  ventilation  better  than  by  excessive  heat;  but  the  old  misconceptions 
on  this  point  ore  hard  to  eradicate.  The  regulation  of  steam  supply  to  drying 
stoves  Is  extremely  Important  and  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  most  compe- 
tent man  available. 

A  Stoke  lnq)ector  says :  "  The  experience  of  last  summer  shows  that  in  very 

hot  weather  stove  ventilation  Is  the  one  factor  that  enables  the  shops  to 'bo 
kept  below  the  70°  F.  wet-bulb  rending.  Generally  It  can  be  said  with  confidence 
that  where  the  stoves  are  adequately  ventilated  th^re  is  no  difficulty  In  meeting 
tbe  requirements  of  regulation  10a.  One  or  two  prosecutions  had  a  salutary 
effect  in  getting  this  section  better  observed." 

It  Is,  moreover,  Important  to  note  that  adequate  stove  ventilation  automati- 
cally Insures  proper  ventilation  of  the  odjolning  potter's  shop. 

Temperaftire. — A  Stoke  Inspector  mentions  the  necessity  of  keeping  before 
managers  and  others  the  fact  that  70"  F.  is  a  wet-bulb  limit  not  to  be  exceeded ; 
too  often  a  close  approach  to  70"  Is  regarded  as  normal,  and  steps  are  not  taken 
to  rectify  the  conditions  until  70"  is  actually  reached,  when  It  Is  generally  Impos- 
sible to  act  quickly  enough  to  prevent  a  breach  of  the  regulations.  An  In- 
spector at  Stoke  comments  specially  on  the  Indifferent  maintenance  of  wet- 
bulb  thermometers : 

"  It  is  only  too  common  an  experience  to  find  the  supposed  wet-bulb  ther- 
mometer recording  the  same  temperature  as  a  dry-bulb  thermometer.  This  is 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  care  of  the  thermometers  Is  not  entrusted  to 
some  responsible  person,  but  is  left  to  anyone  working  In  the  room.  Conse^ 
quently  no  one  feels  responsible  for  renewing  wicks  and  gauzes  when  they  be- 
come clogged  with  dust  or  for  flUIng  tlic  pots  with  clean  water.  In  fact,  tHe 
necessity  for  using  clean  water  does  not  seem  to  have  dawned  upon  many  of 
the  persons  concerned.  There  Is  need  for  much  closer  supervision  of  tliese 
thermometers  by  the  persons  appointed." 

Very  few  cases  have  been  noted  of  ovens  being  drawn  nt  a  temperature  ex- 
ceeding 125'  F.,  cooling  dampers  have  been  widely  adopted,  and  In  some  cases 
also  air  ducts  and  fans  have  been  Installed  to  expedite  the  reduction  of  tem- 
perature. 

Lavatorie*. — Compliance  is  now  reported  to  be  substantially  universal.  The 
Stoke  Inspectors  report  that  many  of  the  larger  firms  have  built  excellent 
new  lavatories  daring  the  year  in  conjunction  with  new  mess  rooms.  Many 
have  a  basin  for  each  worker ;  this  can  be  numbered  and  the  man  or  woman 
beld  responrtble  for  Its  cleanliness  and  proper  treatment;  also  where  the 
proTl^oii  made  is  good  tike  workers  use  it  regularly  and  keep  It  clean.  It  is 
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only  In  the  lavatories  that  come  up  to  the  bare  minimum  of  the  requirements 
that  tronble  is  experienced  In  securing  proper  rleanliness. 

Floors, — As  regards  the  nccessai?  reconstruct iou  of  floors  the  Stoke  ln< 
Bpector  reiwrts  "  the  effect  of  the  regulation  has  been  rery  marked  and  the 
potteries  have  been  greatly  improved  by  the  aiteratlons  which  have  be«i  made." 
The  same  decided  improvement  is  also  noticeuble  In  many  potteries  outside 
North  Staffordshire. 

Another  Stoke  inspector  has  found  wood-block  flooring  very  aatisfactory  for 
potters'  shops,  while  for  dipping-house  flocH*8  good  red  quarries  have  many 
advantages,  and  look  so  well  when  clean  that  the  operatives  take  a  pride  In 
keeping  the  work  place  in  a  proper  condltira.  He  also  notes  that  the  wearing 
qualities  of  a  concrete  floor  are  greatly  enhanced  by  facing  with  granite 
cbipplngs. 

For  cleaning  floors  the  Birmingham  and  several  other  Inspectors  record  their 
conviction  that  the  use  of  damp  sawdust  Is  eminently  satisfactory.  Sweeping 
under  benches  is  troublesome  and  apt  to  be  neglected  ;  many  firms  have  found 
it  advantageous  to  board  up  the  fronts  of  the  beuches  and  so  prevent  the 
accumulation  of  debris  underneath. 

The  alterations  In  steam  pipes  necessitated  by  this  regulation  have  doubtless 
been  costly  in  many  Instances,  but  the  outlay  is  not  necessarily  unremaneratlTe 

A  Derby  inspector  reports  that  many  occupiers  bare  freely  admitted  that 
the  structural  alterations  to  the  drying  stoves  required  under  the  new  regu- 
lations were  desirable  on  the  score  of  efficiency  alone.  Be  has  seen  drying 
stoves  In  which  clay  dust  and  scraps  have  been  allowed  to  accumulate  to  sudi 
an  extent  as  completely  to  bury  the  steam  pipes.  Since  clay  dust  Is  a  bad 
conductor  of  heat,  the  loss  of  heat  energy  is  self-evident.  At  one  works,  where 
the  steam  pipes  In  the  stoves  were  reon-anged  to  comply  with  the  new  condi- 
tions, be  was  informed  by  the  occupier  that  the  cost  of  alterations  to  the 
stoves  would  Iw  recovered  (by  increased  effldoicy  in  dicing)  "  In  a  year  or 
80."  As  this  vtotka  has  been  running  from  80  to  40  years  the  lostes  due  to 
the  cause  stated  are  more  easily  Imagined  than  calculated. 

WorJfeftencftca.— Steady  progress  Is  reported,  potters'  benches  being  rebuilt 
of  strong  timber,  covered  with  sheet  metnl,  or  otherwise  properly  dealt  with. 
For  placers'  benches  the  use  of  blue  brick,  quarries,  slate,  or  concrete  Is  be- 
coming general ;  the  latter  material  can  be  made  very  economically  by  utilizing 
sagger  "  grog,"  and  the  ground  mgger  bodies  appear  to'be  bard  enough  to 
withstand  considerable  wear  and  tear. 

L&id  home*. — The  requirements  of  this  regulation  are  not  yet  observed  with 
BuflSclent  thoroughnesa 

A  Stoke  Inspector  reports  that  carelessness  In  the  lead  house  Is  stlU  a  fall- 
ing, and  to  all  arguments  there  nre  two  answers,  either  that  the  man  is  employed 
there  for  such  a  short  time  that  he  can  not  iwssibly  pick  up  lead,  or  that,  being 
the  manager,  he  Is  able  to  look  after  himself  and  is  free  from  all  danger. 

Another  Stoke  inspector  is  also  dissatisfied  with  the  observance  of  the  5  per 
cent  added  moisture  standard  for  raw-lead  compounds.  Though  the-se  n;iaterials 
are  now  generally  orderefl  with  at  least  5  per  cent  of  moisture,  the  require- 
ment of  a  cover  or  a  damp  screen  on  the  opened  package  Is  sometimes  so 
neglected  as  to  allow  the  moisture  to  evaporate. 

Dipping  houscg. — ^A  Souttmmpton  Imtpcctor  reports  full  compliance  at  tlie 
principal  potteries  in  his  district,  and  the  Stoke  ln.spectors  also  state  that  the 
structural  conditions  ore  now  satisfactory.  One  Stoke  InsiMictor,  however,  com- 
plains of  Indifferent  cleansing  of  tubs  and  walls  in  many  china  dipping  houses. 

Boa rrf 8.— Stoke  inspectors  emphasize  tlie  [ni{>ortance  of  providing  really  clean 
water  for  board  washing.  This  Is  best  supplied  by  means  of  a  spray  or  rose 
Jet  Impinglnt;  directly  onto  the  board,  without  the  Immersion  of  the  latter  in 
a  trough  of  water,  which  Is  invariably  dirt}'. 

ScparatioH  of  processva. — It  has  been  necessary  to  remind  occupiers  of  the 
Importance  of  this  regulation  In  connection  with  glost-placing  r1iO|>s  during  the 
drawing  uf  ovens  and  In  mills  where  glazes  and  slips  are  being  prepared 
simultaneously. 

Hours  of  employment. — Some  infractions  of  this  regulation  have  been  noted. 
Prosecution  and  conviction  ensued  in  one  case,  where  glost  placers  were  em- 
ployed as  much  as  05  to  G7  hours  in  one  week.  Cautions  have  also  been  given 
lu  respect  of  glost  placers  sitting  up  with  an  oven  and  not  observing  the  pre- 
scribed Interval  of  12  hours'  rest  thereafter. 

Sectional  placards. — Tlds  simple  and  useful  requirement  Is  now  well  ob< 
served  In  North  Staffordshire,  but  la  other  districts  it  seems  to  have  beat 
frequently  overlooked. 
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01>$ervanee  t>f  refWlotiiMM.— The  parflmonnt  valne  of  this  regnlatton,  It  sys- 
tematically obsMrred,  seems  now  to  be  generally  admitted,  but  eoDtraventlons 
of  its  provisions  are  much  too  frequent.  The  inspector  at  Dundee  notes  re- 
luctance to  record  workers*  offenses,  while  other  Inspectors  record  omissions 
In  respect  of  duties  of  occupiers. 

An  inspector  at  Stoke  reports  that  some  manufacturers  who  have  tried 
seriously  to  carry  out  the  spirit  of  the  regulations  have  nppointe<l  really 
competent  men  as  their  works'  inspectors.  Such  factories  have  improved  won- 
derfully since  the  regulations  come  into  force.  On  the  other  hand,  many  manu- 
facturers have  appointed  a  man  without  giving  any  thought  to  his  capacity, 
toltablUty,  or  other  duties.  These  men,  as  a  rule,  display  Ignorance  of  tlie 
T^Ql&tlons  for  the  observance  f»f  which  they  are  responsible;  they  are  some- 
times unable  to  Insure  the  enforcement  of  any  instructions  they  may  find  It 
necessary  to  give ;  and,  not  infrequently,  are  so  overloaded  with  other  duties 
that  the  carrying  out  of  fresh  duties  Imposed  by  this  regulation  is  a  physical 
ImjHJSKlbility.  Manj-  of  these  persons  linve  a.ssumod  their  duties  in  a  verj-  llglit- 
hearted  manner,  and  have  apparently  regarded  their  new  |M)sition  as  a  sinecure. 
Where  the  record  of  inspection  Is  well  kept  and  the  person  appointed  under 
ttits  regulation  is  indeed  comi>etent  an  Inunense  Improvement  has  been  noticed 
in  the  condition  of  the  factory. 

Another  Stoke  Inspector  reports  that  the  experience  of  the  year  has  gone  to 
strengthen  his  opinion  of  the  value  of  this  regulation  where  proiKrly  observecl 
and  used.  The  workpeople  have  a  decided  ■objection  to  seeing  their  names 
poste<l  up  in  the  shops,  and  since  a  prosecution  was  taken  early  In  the  year  on 
the  evidence  of  a  works'  inspector  only  they  have  now  reallz<>(i  that  his  power 
does  not  stop  at  posting  notices.  The  Influence  of  a  conscientious  man  on  the 
occupiet  has  also  been  noticeable  In  several  cases;  for  wherp  there  la  sncb  a 
man  even  structural  alterations  get  completed  in  a  much  shorter  time.  An  li^ 
direct  testimony  as  to  how  this  Is  done  is  revealed  by  an  occupier  who  blurted 
ont  that  his  works'  Inspector  was  always  u-orrj'ing  him  about  something:  "In 
fact,  he  is  already  a  greater  nuisance  than  the  Government  Inspector," 

Samples. — The  analyses  of  a  large  numl>er  of  glaze  samples,  collected  In 
pursuance  of  this  regulation,  reveal  a  very  small  proportion  of  Irregularities, 
except  In  respect  of  galena  glazes  used  In  coarse-wnre  factories.  While  there 
Is  not  any  reason  to  believe  that  such  glazes  have  iieen  wilfully  adulterated 
'vltb  other  lead  compounds,  dlfflcultles  frequently  arise  from  the  u^  of  an  im- 
pure l«ul  ore,  which  may  contain  a  certain  proportion  of  native  sulphate  {angle- 
site)  or  carbonate  (cerusite) ;  these  deposits  have'a  relatively  high  solubility, 
whereas  a  sample  of  fairly  pure  galena  (as  ohtnined  from  some  mines)  will 
show  a  solubility  of  well  below  2  per  cent.  The  supply  to  potters  of  ores  of 
ezcGBStve  solubility  Is  having  careful  attention. 

Duties  of  jfcraojte  employed. — Breaches  of  these  regulations  arc  referred  to 
by  several  Inspectors. 

The  Ijeeds  Inspector  reports  that  lie  finds  great  indifference  to  their  own  in- 
terests exhibited  by  the  employees  themselves,  and  has  bad  to  cnution  indt-' 
vldual  workers  for  such  offenses  as  smoking  in  sche<lnled  places,  failing  to 
wear  the  overalls,  etc.,  provldeil,  and  bringing  food  Into  the  dipping  houses. 
If  it  is  found  that  these  cautions  have  not  had  the  required  effect,  stringent 
measures  will  have  to  be  considered. 

Two  Stoke  Inspectors  both  note  persistent  reluctance  on  the  part  of  certain 
adult  male  lead  workers  to  wear  washable  head  coverings  <thou?;li  this  is  some- 
times due  to  tlie  unsuitable  nature  of  the  caps  supplietl)  ;  neglect  to  use  the 
storage  places  provldeil  for  overalls,  head  coverings,  and  aprons;  interference 
with  the  proi>er  ventilation  of  drying  stoves;  and  Indifferent  cleaning  of  the 
various  workplaces  and  appliances.  In  nearly  all  cases  the  remedy  Is  to  be 
found  In  proper  Inatmctlon  and  trattdng  of  the  workers  In  their  duties  and 
adeqtuite  supervision  by  the  persons  api>olnted  under  regulation  27. 
Exports  to  United  States  from  Stoke-on-Trent. 


The  articles  invoiced  at  the  American  consulate  at  Stoke-on-Trent 
for  the  United  States  during  1915  were  valued  at  $-2,0o3,G49,  com- 
pared with  $2,330,953  for  1914.  Decorated  earthenware  amounted  to 
$1,093,124,  against  $1,227,107  for  1911;  decorated  china,  $285,932, 
compared  with  $293,577;  white  earthenware,  $175,953,  compared  with 
$302,811;  Rockingham  earthenware,  $64,841,  against  $90,146;  and 
artificial  silk  and  cotton  embroidery  thread,  $257,819,  compared  with 
$156.84^ 
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CUBA'S  TRADE  IN  FOREIGN  KICE. 

ISpwIal  AgPDt  Garrnrd  Harris.] 

Cuba  impoi-ted  279,0;V2,7-tl  pounds  of  rice  in  1913  and  250,041.198 
pounds  in  1914.  As  credited  iu  the  official  returns,  this  rice  came 
from : 


Imixirted  ftoatr- 

1913 

1914 

Foonds. 

Vtlue. 

Pounds. 

VbIuB. 

S,  733,  MS 
2,803,205 

n.m,m 

106;i80,797 

1168,423 
73,078 
1,793,735 
2,888,194 

20,770,414 
2,467,539 
48,111,840 
44,758,r05 
1,451,002 
2,105,828 
3,721,144 
121,162,404 
1,832 

1054,571 
£6,580 
1,179, 167 
1,105,786 
44,734 
65,211 
163,163 
2,900,143 

BriUdi  India.  

8,700,105 
3,632,042 
91, SOS, 149 
655 

243,060 
107,084 
3,S09,0» 

as 

rB,9S2,T41 

7,7T2,6U 

260,041,  W 

0,S29,73S 

Trade  Almost  Wholly  Indireot. 

This  classification  is  obviously  by  countries  of  last  shipment  only. 
Germany,  in  normal  times  the  largest  shipper  besides  the  United 
Kingdom,  produces  no  moi'e  rice  than  England  does,  and  the  rice 
credited  to  both  of  these  countries  comes  from  the  Far  East  and  is 
transshipped  at  Liverpool,  London,  and  Hamburg.  Similarly,  Bel- 
^um  and  the  Netherlands  are  merely  handling  the  grain,  and  this 
IS  true  to  some  extent  of  the  United  States.  Considerable  Siam  rice 
is  coming  in  by  the  Pacific  ports,  and  Kiingoon  and  Calcutta  rices 
are  finding  their  way  to  New  York,  New  Orleans,  and  jierhaps  other 
ports  and  are  being  reshipped  from  there. 

The  Cuban  rice  market  was  formerly  governed  by  Liverpool  and 
Hamburg.  Shipments  were  paid  for  on  arrival  of  goods  by  letter 
at  60  days*  sight  on  London.  At  present  buyers  have  to  open  a 
credit  in  London,  against  which  shippers  from  India  draw.  Liver- 
I>ool,  despite  war  conditions,  continues  selling  to  Cuba  as  usual, 
except  that  prices  advanced  sharply  in  December  and  January. 

At  the  first  of  the  year  quotations  of  Rangoon,  standard  quality, 
ranged  between  I7s.  and  17s.  Gd.  ($4.13  nnd  $4.25)  per  English  hun- 
di-edweight  of  112  pounds  c.  i.  f.  Hnbann,  in  which  price  all  export 
duties  are  included.  The  selling  price  in  Habana  is  about  ^70 
per  Spanish  hundredweight  (101.43  pounds  avoirdupois). 

Tlie  varieties  in  universal  demand  are  the  Rangoon,  or  "  Semillia  " 
ns  it  is  locally  termed;  the  Calcutta,  otherwise  known  to  the  trade  as 
"Old  Hard  Patna  "  or  "canilla  viejo;"  the  Siain  Garden,  called 
"canilla  nuevo;"  and  a  small  quantity  of  Valencia  rice,  mainly  put 
up  in  packages  or  cartons  of  2J  pounds  and  called  locally  "  Boinlm." 
The  Ittst-named  is  a  very  fancy  rice,  similar  to  the  Domestic  Japan  so 
well  Imown  on  the  New'  Orleans  market. 

IntTodnelng  American  Klce. 

The  duty  on  all  rice  not  American  is  $1.20  per  100  kilos  (220.40 
pounds)  gross,  and  the  product  from  the  United  States  pays  $0.72 
per  100  kilos;  but  even  with  this  advantage  it  appeai-s  difficult  for 
tlic  American  grain  to  make  that  headway  in  the  markets  of  Cuba 
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-vhich  growers  in  the  States  would  like  to  see.  There  are  several 
difficulties,  the  chief  one,  perhaps,  being  that  the  Cubans  like  their 
rice  cooked  "dry."  This,  they  claim,  is  difficult  to  accomplish  witli 
the  American  nee,  first,  because  the  quality  of  the  rice  shipped  m 
competition  with  the  cheaper  Indian  product  is  not  good,  containing 
a  considerable  quantity  of  broken  grains,  and,  secondly,  because  the 
American  rice  is  a  softer  grain  than  the  Indian  and  tends  to  become 
"musliy."  Further,  Cubans  do  not  care  for  a  highly  polished  rice. 
Another  difficulty  in  the  way  of  introducing  the  ftincier  qualities  of 
American  rice  is  the  Cuban  custom  of  delegating  all  marketing  to 
servants.  If  the  housewife  insisted  on  hiiving  something  better  than 
the  Rangoon,  the  servant  would  probably  buy  the  Valencia  "  liomba," 
with  which  she  is  already  familiar. 

Whether  or  not  it  would  pay  the  rice  growers  of  the  United  States  ' 
to  plant  for  the  immense  tropical  markets  of  Cuba  and  Central 
America  varieties  of  rice  that  will  more  nearly  meet  the  tastes  of 
these  peoples  and  to  prepare  that  rice  as  the  Calcutta  and  Rangoon 
and  Siam  rice  is  prepared  is  an  interesting  question.  The  usual 
answer  is  that  it  can  not  be  done;  that  American  labor  can  not  com- 
pete with  the  labor  of  India  and  Siam ;  but  with  the  employment  of 
suitable  labor-saving  machinery  it  would  seem  that  the  American 
product  should  have  a  fitting  chance  at  any  rate. 

NOTES  FROM  FOBTVaAL. 

[Consul  General  W.  L.  Lowiie,  LUboa,  Dec.  31.] 

Seed  fotatoes  from  Tnuue. 

The  Portuguese  Government  has  arranged  with  France  for  the 
importation  of  4,000  tons  of  seed  potatoes.  An  equal  quantity  will 
be  returned  to  France  from  the  Portuguese  crop. 

Supplies  of  Steel  from  United  Btates. 

A  large  quantity  of  steel  for  the  new  hotel  at  Estoril  has  been 
ordered  in  the  United  States  and  is  expected  here  in  the  near  future. 
The  Sociedade  Anonima  de  Responsabilidade  Limitada  of  Estoril 
plans  to  expend  about  $2,000,000  on  this  improvement.  M.  Martinet, 
Estoril,  Lisbon,  Portugal,  is  the  engineer  in  chaise.  It  is  probable 
that  the  same  company  will  take  over  and  electrify  the  Lisbon- 
Cascaes  Railroad  on  a  lease  from  the  Companhia  dos  Caminhos  de 
Ferro  Portugueses. 

Several  hundred  tons  of  steel  bands  for  baling  corkwood  have  been 
imported  from  the  United  States  this  year.  Heretofore  Europe  has 
supplied  this  market. 

Vortvffnese  Figs  In  Demand — ^Azorean  Pineapples. 

Owing  to  the  cutting  off  of  other  sources  of  supply,  Portuguese 
figs  have  been  in  special  demand  this  season  and  prices  have  almost 
doubled.  Over  $100,000  worth  have  been  exported  to  the  I7nited 
States. 

Pineapples  from  the  Azores  are  now  sold  in  Lisbon  for  $0.20  to 
$0.40,  which  before  the  war  cost  $1  and  $1.25.  Thousands  are  sold 
here  now,  compared  with  hundreds  at  the  old  price.  The  industry 
in  the  i^nds  has  suffered  severely  by  loss  of  nortn  European  markets. 
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CANAL  ZNCBEASES  H0ir0I.nLU  SHIPFIH0. 

lA.  r.  T:U'1or,  coiTenpondent,  Honolulu,  Dec.  81.] 

Vessels  ai'iiving  in  Honolulu  during  1915  exceeded  tine  arrivals  of 
1914  by  123.  Arrivals  for  1915  were  591^  and  for  1914  were  468. 
The  Panama  Cnnal  was  largely  responsible  for  the  increase  of 
shipping,  and  a  large  proportion  of  tliis  was  entirely  traceable  to 
the  European  war. 

Many  of  the  vessels  passing  through  the  canal  from  the  Atlantic 
to  the  Pacific  were  on  the  way  to  Siberian  ports,  some  of  the  car- 
goes consisting  largely  of  railroad  matetial.  Had  the  canal  re- 
mained open  the  port  of  Honolulu  would  liave  had  an  unusually 
prosperous  year. 

Practically  all  tlie  steamei%  crossing  the  Pacific,  either  to  or  from 
the  Panama  Canal,  called  at  Honolulu  for  bunker  supplies.  The 
Inter-Island  Steam  Navi^tion  Co.,  which  already  had  an  extensive 
patent  coal-handling  equipment  on  land  for  discharging  and  load- 
ing vessels,  late  last  year  added  to  its  equipment  expensive  floating 
apparatus  for  bunkering,  contained  in  two  large  barges.  Both 
barges  were  equipped  with  handling  conveyors,  so  that  a  vessel 
couM  be  completely  bunkered  in  one  day. 

Vew  Bnakerlnff  Vaollltles  Appreelated. 

Just  before  the  Panama  Canal  was  made  ready  for  service  the 
attention  of  sliipping  companies  in  evei>y  part  of  the  world  was 

called  to  the  new  bunKering  facilities  at  the  harbor  of  Honolulu  and 
the  exceptional  opportunities  afforded  for  supplying  vessels  were 
emphasized.  The  first  company  to  make  a  test  of  these  offerings 
was  a  British  corporation  of  Liverpool.  Its  first  vessel  to  pass 
through  the  Panama  Canal  had  a  fine  voyage  across  the  Pacific  to 
Honolulu.  This  opened  practically  a  new  route,  which  was  found 
smooth  and  free  from  rough  weather.  The  vessel  was  bunkered, 
watered,  and  otlierwise  supplied  at  Honolulu  in  an  extremely  short 
time.  The  i-eport  of  the  master  to  his  ownei*s  induced  tlie  company 
to  order  all  of  its  vessels  to  take  on  supplies  at  Honolulu.  The  re- 
sult has  been  that  other  companies  operating  trans-Pacific  services 
have  ordered  their  vessels  to  obtain  coal  and  other  supplies  at  the 
Hawaiian  port.   By  months,  arrivals  for  two  years  were: 


Months. 


JnnuBry. 
Februiuy 
March... 
AprU.... 

May  

June  

July  


19M 


1B15 


Uoatlis. 


40  Aiieiist  

49  I  Septmber.. 
« 'I  Oelolw.... 
55  I;  N'oronilw.. 
H  '1  December.. 

s» ; 

68  il  Total. 


1914  ms 


468 


SO 
BS 
51 
41 
36 


691 


Tremendous  Loss  Suffered  by  Canal  Blockade. 

Because  the  Panama  Canal  was  closed  only  one  steamer  called  in 
December  for  bunker  coal.  This  was  the  British  steamer  Navarhio, 
which  arrived  at  Christmas  time  from  Chile  for  Vladivostok. 
Comparison  of  the  months  during  which  the  canal  has  been  closed 
with  the  months  when  it  was  open  sliow  a  tremendous  loss  suffered 
by  Honolulu  through  the  blockades. 
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Figures  compiled  from  records  of  the  customs  inspectors  indicate 
that  about  7€^0  tons  of  forei^  cargo  were  received  in  Honolulu 
during  1915.  This  does  not  include  overland  freight  in  transit 
from  San  Francisco,  of  which  there  was  a  large  auiount.  Of  the 
76^90  tons  all  was  from  the  Orient  except  125  tons  from  Vancouver, 
5,392  from  Sydney,  280  from  Fanning  Island  (mostly  copra),  and 
3,000  from  Europe,  which  arrived  in  the  Harrison  steamer  Director. 

Besides  the  summary  given,  fertilizer  to  the  amount  of  14,525  tons 
was  received,  of  which  11,775  tons  of  nitrate  came  from  Chile.  Of 
coal  there  were  131,573  tons,  of  which  44,553,  came  from  Newcastle, 
New  South  Wales,  the  remainder  from  Muroram  Japan. 

While  it  was  expected  that  the  withdrawal  of  the  entire  Pacific 
Mail  fleet  from  service  in  the  Pacific,  particularly  between  Orient 
ports  and  Honolulu,  would  show  a  marked  decrense  in  the  amount 
of  freight  received  at  the  Hawaiian  capital  from  Asiatic  countries, 
vet  new  steamers  have  been  placed  on  the  run  by  the  Toyo  Kisen 
kaisha,  and  these  have  maintained  a  normal  freight  movement  to 
tiie  islands. 

AMEBICAH  CONSULAB  OFFICEBS  OIT  LEA.TE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions : 


Name. 


Post. 


Explnt- 
tlonof 
venue. 


Address. 


Poelt,  Willys  B  

Chesnln.  Fteminjr  D , 
Canada,  WillbmW.. 
Donald, Georec  K.... 
Banocjr,  Wilbert  L.a. 

VaUs,  EtbaUmt  


Tsingtau,  China  

Canton,  China  

Vera  Cnw,  M6slco. . . 
Maracalbo,  Venoniela 
San  Luis  Potosl, 

Uufco. 
Brussels,  Bdgium .... 


Jan.  31 
Jan.  31 
Feb.  1 
Feb.  17 
Feb.  13 

Umi.  11 


Department  of  8tate,WesIiliigtOD,  D.O. 

Do. 

WinchestOT,  Ind. 

li.T  Churcn  Street,  MobUe^  Ala.  , 
1005  North  Bush  Street,  Santa  ADa,CaI. 

lOa  CUnton  Street,  Fhiladelpfaia,  Pa. 


■  Consul  WItbert  L.  Bonne?  will  visit  Snn  Francisco.  Los  An^ietes,  and  Snn  Diego,  Cal., 
and  Snn  Antonio.  Tox.,  and  will  advise  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  each  of  these  cities  oi 
Ua  arrival  and  address. 

TESTS  FOB  BIO  BE  JAITEIBO  MOTOBCYCUSTS. 

[Consul  Oeneral  Alfred  L.  H.  Gottschalk,  Rto  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  Dec.  10.1 

The  Diario  Official  of  December  9,  1915,  contains  an  order  issued 
by  the  chief  of  police  of  Bio  de.  Janeiro,  establishing  regulations 
respecting  tiie  traffic  of  motor  cycles  and  similar  vehicles.  Under 
this  order  the  present  regulations,  which  require  automobile  chauf- 
feurs to  pass  an  examination,  are  extended  to  drivei^  of  motor  cycles, 
cycle  cars,  tricars,  voiturettes,  and  similar  vehicles.  Candidates  were 
ordered  to  appear  before  December  29  and  stand  an  examination, 
consisting  of  three  parts — two  oral  examinations  on  the  mechanism 
of  motor-propelled  vehicles  and  traffic  signals  and  police  regulations, 
and  a  practical  demonstration  of  the  operating  of  such  vehicles  under 
the  direction  of  tJie  examining  board.  Owners  of  motor  cycles,  who 
are  registered  and  licensed  as  such,  will  be  relieved  of  the  first  part 
of  the  exaxninatiiHL 
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POKEiaH  TBADE  OfPOBIUintlES. 

Reaerrcd  addresses  mar  bo  obtntned  from  the  Bnreiiii  and  Ua  d[latrle<  ofllvca.  Request' 
for  eac-h  opportunity  abonld  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  tbe  Ale  anmber  clTeo.  < 

Utatirincry,  Nn,  10948. — An  American  oonsiilnr  officer  In  Cnnnda  reports  that  a 
limi  In  his  district  desires  to  represent,  oa  u  commlssfon  basis,  American 
luanufacturers  of  stntioiiery  of  aii  kinds. 

Cotton  printed  gooftn,  No.  19949. — A  firm  In  England  informs  an  American  eon- 
Hular  officer  that  it  desire.s  to  be  placed  in  communication  with  American 
niaaiifHCturers  of  cotton  printed  gootls  for  women.  Quotations,  terms  of 
payment,  and  dates  on  which  deliveries  could  be  made  should  be  sent  liu- 
niedhitely.    References  are  given. 

Tablcicare,  toilet  articles,  and  no-vcltics,  No.  19950. — A  man  In  Spain  Informs  an' 
Amerk-an  consular  ofilcer  that  he  desires  to  Import  from  the  United  States 
all  kinds  of  nietiil  and  plated  silverware  for  the  table,  toilet  table,  and 
writing  desk,  also  metal  or  plated  novelties  of  all  kinds.  Correspond^iGe 
should  be  iu  Spanish.   Kefereucc  is  given. 

Foncarding  and  tcarehouaing.  No.  19B51. — ^A  firm  in  Switzerland  desires  to  com- 
municate with  American  manufacturers  ami  exporters  interested  in  ware- 
housing in,  and  distributing  their  products  from,  that  country.  Llta^ature 
forwarded  by  this  firm  may  be  examined  at  die  Bureau  or  Its  district 
officeR,    (Refer  to  file  No.  88.) 

Agricultural  machinery,  No.  19952. — An  American  consular  officer  in  France 
reports  that  a  man  in  his  district  desires  to  iTpresent  American  manufac- 
turers of  agricultural  machinery.    Reference  is  given. 

Patent  foods  for  infant*,  No.  19953.— An  American  consular  officer  In  India  re- 
ports a  possible  market  for  patent  foods  for  Infants  and  children.  A  list 
of  dealers  In  these  goods  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  Bureau  or  its 
district  offices.   Cori-espondence  may  be  in  English. 

Dry  goods,  hardware,  building  matcrialu,  etc..  No.  19954. — A  commission  agent 
in  South  America  Informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to 
communicate  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  dry  goods, 
hardware,  building  material,  apples,  onions,  soaps,  drugs  and  patent  medl- 
!  dnes,  cinematograph  films,  etc.  OorresiMndence  may  be  in  BagUsh.  Quo- 
;  tatlttoa  are  desired  t.  o.  b.  New  York,  Amount  of  commission  should  be 
statfld. 

CelliiltHd  aheetH  and  eombi.  No.  ]99!>5. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Eng- 
land reports  that  a  Arm  la  his  district  desires  to  communhmte  with  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  of  celluloid  sheets  and  combs.  Catalogues,  price  lists, 
and  full  Information  should  be  sent.   Reference  is  given. 

Color*,  chemical  products,  mid  maehtnpry.  No.  19956. — ^A  man  In  Spain  Informs 
au  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  represent  Amerlcnu  manu- 
facturers of  nil  kinds  of  machinery,  colors,  and  chemical  products.  Gorre- 
siwndence  may  be  In  English. 

HoHiery,  notions,  and  drcxft  goods.  No.  19K>7.— An  Amerlcon  consular  officer  In 
Brazil  reports  that  a  man  In  his  district  df^lres  to  represent  American 
mnnufucturers  of  hosiery,  dress  goods,  and  notions,  such  as  comlis,  buttons, 
safety  pins,  snap  fasteners,  etc.   Reference  is  given. 

Nails,  galzanizcd  iron,  tiitnuv.  paper,  plate  glatts,  etc..  No.  lOOoS. — A  commercial 
agent  of  the  Bureau  has  transmitted  an  Inquiry  from  ti  firm  In  Cbina 
which  desli'es  to  eonnnnnlcate  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters 
of  nails,  galvanized  iron  and  tin  plates,  corrugated  sheets  for  roofing., 
tissue  imper,  and  plate  glass.  Quotations  are  desti-ed.  if  iwssiiile,  by  cable. 
Siiccl  flea  lions  reltitlvc  to  the  nails  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  Bureau' 
or  its  district  offices. 

Paper,  No,  19959. — A  letter  has  been  receivwl  from  a  firm  In  England  stating 
that  it  desires  to  receive  samples  and  jn-ices,  f.  o.  b.  New  York,  (or  cash, 
on  bank  iiarcbment,  imitation  pai-chment,  grease  proof,  "Kraft,"  8up«> 
calendercd,  and  tissue  i)ai>er.    ICcfei*cncc  is  given. 

1\'ASUII{GT0X  :  GOVERNMENT  PBINIING  OFFICE  :  1)1< 
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BSTTZSH  "TaABnra  with  the  EHEHT"  IXOISIATIOir. 

[Consul  General  Robert  P.  Bklnner,  London,  Jan.  S.1 

On  .  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war,  emergency  legislation 
enacted  in  Great  Britain  prohibited  trading  with  the  enemy,  the 
oiemy  being  construed  to  mean  in  this  connection  persons,  firms,  or 
corporations  in  belligerent  territorj^,  irrespective  oi  the  nationality 
of  such  persons,  firms,  or  corporations. 

On  December  23, 1916,  there  became  effective  a  new  act  of  Parlia- 
ment, which  greatly  broadened  all  previous  restrictions  relating  to 
trading  with  the  eneihy,  extending  such  restrictions  to  persons,  firms, 
or  corporations  in  neutral  countries. 

frorislons  of  the  Hew  Act. 

The  new  law  prohibits  all  persons  or  bodies  of  persons  in  tlie 
United  Kingdom  from  trading  with  enemy  persons  or  bodies  of 
persons  residing  or  carrying  on  business  outside  of  tlie  British 
I>ominions  "wlwrever  by  reason  of  the  enemy  nationality  or  enemy 
association  of  such  persons  or  bodies  of  persons,  incorporated  or  un- 
incorporated, it  appears  to  His  Majesty  expedient  so  to  do." 

The  text  of  the  law  in  question  is  as  follows : 

1.  (o)  His  Majesty  may  by  proclamation  prohibit  nil  persons  <»r  boiUes  of 
pertwns.  incorponiteil  or  unincorporated,  resident,  i-nrrylnf;  on  tmsinesfi,  or  beitiR 
In  the  Uiilte<l  Kingdom  from  tl-mling  with  any  persons  or  l)oclie.s  of  persons  uot 
resident  or  carrying  on  business  in  enemy  territory  or  in  territory  in  the  (K-eiipa- 
tiwi  of  the  enemy  (other  than  pei-sons  or  bodli*  or  penjons,  incoriKirntcd  or  unin- 
corporated, residing  or  carrying  on  business  solely  within  Ills  Majexty's  domin- 
ions) wherever  by  reason  of  the  enemy  natioimiity  or  enemy  association  of  such 
persons  or  bodies  of  persons,  Incoi-porated  or  unlncorporateil,  it  appears  to 
His  Majesty  expetlient  so  to  do,  and  if  any  person  acts  in  contravention  of  any 
mch  proclamation  he  shnU  l)e  (^lilty  of  a  misdemeanor  triable  and  piuilsbnble 
lu  like  manner  as  the  offense  of  tntdiiig  with  the  enemy. 

(b)  Any  list  of  persons  and  bodies  of  persons,  incorporated  or  uninrorporatwl, 
with  whom  such  trading  is  prohibitetl  by  a  proclamation  under  tliis  net  may  be 
varied  or  added  to  by  an  order  made  by  the  I>ords  of  the  Council  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  a  Secretary  of  State. 

(c)  The  provisions  of  the  trading  with  the  enemy  acts,  1014  and  1013,  and 
ot  the  Ctutoms  (War  Powers)  (No.  2)  act,  1915,  and  all  other  enactments  re- 
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lating  to  trading  with  the  enemy,  shall,  subject  to  such  exceptions  and  adapta- 
tions as  may  be  prescribed  by  Order  In  Council,  apply  In  respect  of  such  persons 
and  bodies  of  persons  as  aforesaid  as  If  for  references  therein  to  trading  with 
the  enemy  there  were  substituted  references  to  trading  with  such  persons  and 
bodies  of  persons  as  aforesaid,  and  for  references  to  enemies  there  were  sub- 
stituted references  to  such  persona  and  bodies  of  persons  as  aforesaid,  and  for 
references  to  offenses  under  the  trading  with  the  enemy  acts,  1914  and  191!^ 
or  ^any  of  those  acts,  there  were  substituted  references  to  offenses  under  this 
act. 

(d)  For  the  purposes  of  this  act  a  person  shall  be  deemed  to  have  traded 
w'lth  n  person  or  body  of  persons  to  whom  a  proclamation  Issued  under  this 
act  applies  if  he  enters  Into  any  transaction  or  does  any  act  with,  to,  on  behalf 
of,  or  for  the  benefit  of,  such  a  person  or  body  of  persons  which  If  entered  Into 
or  done  with,  to,  on  behalf  of,  or  for  the  benefit  of,  an  enemy  would  be  trading 
with  the  enemy. 

2.  This  act  may  be  cited  as  the  trading  with  the  enemy  (extension  of  powers) 
act,  1915. 

Transaotions  With  Ventral  Coantrles. 

It  win  be  seen  that  this  legislation  confers  upon  the  Government 

power  to  terminate  any  business  transactions  with  firms  in  the  United 
States  or  in  other  .neutral  countries  whenever  it  appears  expedient 
from  the  point  of  view  of  British  interests  to  do  so.  A  foreign  trade 
department  has  been  established  to  carry  out  the  policy  embodied  in 
this  law.  The  chief  officer  of  this  new  bureau  is  the  Controller,  who 
may  be  addressed  at  Lancaster  House,  The  Mall,  London,  S.  W. 

[For  regulations  regarding  transshipment  In  British  ports  of  goods  destined 
for  China,  Slam,  Persia,  and  Morocco,  see  Gomhebcb  Rkpobts  for  Jan.  5,  1916 
(p.  45).  The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  on  file  the  list 
of  authorized  Importers  In  China  and  Slam  Issued  by  the  British  Qovemmrat, 
and  copies  will  be  loaned  upon  application.] 


FSAHCE  BEADS  AMERICAN  TEASE  PAPERS. 

[Consul  General  A.  M.  Thackara,  Paris,  France,  Tan.  7.] 

Although  this  consulate  general  receives  regularly  copies  of  publi- 
cations from  a  considerable  number  of  publishers  of  American  trade 
reviews  and  journals,  more  could  be  kept  on  file  in  the  French  capital, 
to  the  mutual  benefit  of  the  publishers  and  their  advertisers.  In 
fact,  any  publication  dealing  with  Amencan  commodities,  of  what- 
ever nature,  would  be  gratefully  received. 

Such  journals  as  are  now  on  file  are  frequently  consulted,  and  are 
often  loaned  to  responsible  business  men  for  two  or  three  days.  When 
new  issues  are  received,  back  numbers  are  given  awa^  to  interested 
parties.  To  facilitate  the  lending  of  the  publications,  it  would  be  of 
^eat  advantage  to  the  consulate  general  if  publishers  could  send  each 
issue  in  du|>licate.  This  has  been  done  in  some  cases,  and  has  proved 
of  great  assistance  in  the  trade-promotion  work  of  the  office. 


Callao  Cnstoms  Bevenues. 


Consul  General  Wm.  W.  Handley,  at  Lima,  Peru,  reports  that  the 
revenues  at  the  Callao  customhouse  for  the  year  «ided  December  31, 
1015,  were  $2,664,929,  in  comparison  with  $3,699,043  in  1914,  and 
$4,337,131  in  1913,  and  that  the  decrease  was  due  largely  to  the 
European  war  and  to  the  closing  of  the  Panama  Canal  during  the 
latter  part  of  1915. 
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QUAIirnS  HEEDED  DT  FOKEZOn-TBADE  WOBE. 

''Resourcefulness,  adaptability,  and  diplomacv  are  even  more  im- 

g>itant  in  foreign  trade  than  at  home,"  said  Dr.  Edward  Ewing 
ratt,  Chie^of  the  Bui*eau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  in 
an  address  before  the  Foreign  Trade  Comicil  at  New  Orleans  last 
evening.  "They  are  lai'gely  qualities  that  are  come  by  natiirnlly, 
although  proper  training  is  not  without  its  value.  But  there  are  four 
essentials  in  the  equipment  of  a  foreign-trade  specialist  that  can  be 
f^cquired  largely  by  training.  They  are  languages,  principles  of  busi- 
ness, tedmi«kl  knowledge  of  foreign  trade,  and  a  thorough  knowl- 
ed^  of  one's  own  business." 

Dr.  Pratt  emphasized  the  fact  that  trained  men  were  needed  in 
every  line  of  business,  and  cited  the  statements  of  men  at  the  head  of 
American  business  establishments,  that  they  could  not  find  trained 
men  for  foreign  trade.  The  speaker  continued : 

I  believe  that  the  training  of  the  man  on  the  Job  Is  the  most  Important  and  is 
also  the  very  l>e6t  educational  work.  Tliis  is  the  kind  of  educational  work 
which  each  employer  can  do  In  his  own  factory,  in  his  own  bank,  or  in  his  own 
office.  It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  educational  plans  for  your  own  nnployees 
fitted  to  meet  yonr  particular  needs  would  be  most  helpful,  both  In  giving 
a  man  the  details  which  he  needs  In  foreign  trade  and  in  fitting  him  with  definite 
knowledge  of  your  business  and  of  the  processes  of  manufacture.  Tills  is  essen- 
tially the  difTwence  between  training  genmilly  and  training  q>eclflcally;  the 
difference  between  training  a  man  for  a  }ob  and  training  a  man  In  bis  job. 

The  coc4>eratlve  plan  of  Dean  Herman  Schneider,  of  the  University  of  Cincln- 
nati.  Is  capable  of  being  put  Into  practice  in  every  large  city  in  the  country.  It 
requires  a  certain  amount  of  time  In  the  classroom  and  a  certain  amotmt  of  time 
iDtbesbqp. 

In  calling  attention  to  the  need  of  a  knowledge  of  the  language  of 
the  country  in  which  a  man  is  to  sell  goods,  Dr.  Pratt  said  that  the 
study  of  language  could  not  begin  too  early,  that  the  schools  should 
do  much  better  than  they  were  doing,  and  that  the  aim  of  the  study 
should  be  to  talk  the  language.  He  stated,  however,  that  training  in 
tito  principles  of  business,  in  economics,  and  in  industrial  organiza- 
tion, could  scarcely  be  undertaken  before  college.  Of  tiiis  preparation, 
he  said : 

So  far  OS  a  technical  knowledge  of  foreign  trade  Is  concerned,  the  colleges  can 
do  little.  The  school  of  commerce  is  In  n  rather  better  position.  Every  school 
of  commerce  shonld  have  a  highly  organized  and  specialized  course  looking 
toward  foreign  trade.  Such  a  course  should  b^n  In  the  first  year  and  continue 
to  the  finisb.  

REHOTE-COHTBOL  UaHT  STATIONS  STTCCESSFUL. 

Bemote-control  light  and  fog-signal  stations,  consisting  of  500- 
watt  incandescent  lamps  in  lens  lanterns  and  electric  sirens,  have 
been  in  successful  operation  at  Point  Blunt  and  Point  Stuart,  Angel 
Island,  Cal.,  since  February  11,  1915,  the  United  States  Bureau  of 
Lighthouses  reports.  The  controlling  station  is  located  at  the  keep- 
ers dwelling,  distant  about  1  mile  from  Point  Stuai-t  and  2  miles 
from  Point  Blunt. 

An  arrangement  of  magneto  relays  in  conjunction  with  a  telephone 
enables  the  keeper  at  the  control  station  to  open  and  close  the  siren 
circuit  and  to  list^  to  the  operation  of  the  fog  signal  through  the 
medium  of  a  single  wii'e. 
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HOHaKoira  paper  tbase. 

[Conaal  General  George  B.  AnderwD,  Hongkong,  Cbina,  Dec  L] 

The  war  has  changed  the  course  of  the  paper  trade  of  South  Cluna 

and  the  Far  East  materially,  and  the  chief  l^neficiaries  of  the  change 
have  been  Japan  and  native  paper  makers.  In  normal  times  the 
paper  trade  of  Hongkong  and  its  trade  field  reaches  a  value  of  perhax>3 
$1,300,000  annually.  News  paper  and  paper  of  news  grade  imported 
for  coloring  and  use  among  the  Chinese  as  native  letter  paperj  native 
cards,  etc.,  form  the  chief  item,  though  there  ia  a  fair  trade  m  book 
paper,  letter  paper,  and  various  grades  of  cardboard. 

Coutties  STipplTing  Paper^-frieu  and  Vse  of  Imports. 

Imports  of  cheap  news  paper  reach  a  value  of  about  $1,000,000 
(gold)  annually,  and  about  80  per  cent  has  come  from  Qermany, 

Gi-eat  Britain  and  Sweden  furnishing  the  remainder.  The  entire 
trade  would  be  supplied  by  Japan  if  Japanese  factories  could  furnish 
the  paper.  As  it  is,  the  Japanese  mills  are  supplying  the  greater  part 
of  the  imports,  at  prices  from  $2.90  to  $3  local  currency  ($1.22  to  $1.26 
gold)  per  ream  ot  38  pounds,  as  compared  with  from  $2.10  to  $2.20 
focal  currency  (94.5  cents  to  99  cents  gold)  per  ream  before  the  war. 
English  and  Swedish  paper  of  similar  grade  now  sell  at  $3.40  to  $3.70 
($1.43  to  $1.55  gold),  compared  with  $2.40  to  $2.60  ($1.08  to  $1.17 
gold)  before  the  war. 

Prices  in  general  are  continually  advancing  and  dealers  find  diffi- 
culty in  securing  supplies  even  at  the  advanced  prices  noted.  The 
greater  portion  of  this  news  paper  is  imported  for  dyeing  and  is  used 
by  the  natives  as  letter  paper,  cards,  bills,  posters,  etc, 

American  Ifewi  Paper  PractloaUy  TTnlcnown — Book  Paper. 

The  center  of  this  industry  is  Fat-shan,  a  suburb  of  Canton.  Con- 
sidwable  qmintities  of  paper  already  colored  are  imported  from 
Sweden  at  a  price  aroima  $3.10  local  currency  ($1.30  gold)  per  ream 
of  24  pounds,  as  compared  with  $2.10  (94  cents  gold)  per  ream  before 
tlie  war.  American  news  paper  generally  is  much  too  high  in  both 
grade  and  price  for  this  trade,  and  American  news  paper  for  general 
purposes  is  practically  imknown  in  this  market. 

Prices  for  book  paper  have  advanced  in  a  similar  way.  The  book 
paper  trade  before  the  war  was  also  largely  German,  perhaps  80  per 
cent  being  of  that  origin,  the  rest  being  supplied  by  Great  Britain. 
At  present  Japan  is  furnishing  about  70  per  cent  of  the  supply  and 
Great  Britain  the  remainder.  Previous  to  the  war  German  and 
Japanese  paper  of  about  the  same  grade  was  to  be  had  at  around  8.5 
(ijnts  local  currency  (3.8  cents  gold)  per  poimd  and  British  paper  at 
4  to  6  pence  (8  to  12  cents  gold)  per  pound.  At  present  the  former 
paper  can  he  had  at  around  13  cents  local  currency  (5.46  cents  gold) 
:md  the  En*rlish  paper  at  around  10  pence  (20  cents  gold)  per  pound. 
Imports  of  this  paper  into  Hongkong  are  valued  by  ^e  trade  at  about 
$100,000  gold. 

Goods  Farcfaased  from  United  States — Harket  for  Cardboard. 

The  trade  in  fine  book  paper,  ledger  paper,  and  the  like  has  turned 
somewhat  to  the  United  States.  Prices  have  advanced  &om  around 
$17  to  $28  local  currency  ($7.65  to  $11.76  gold)  per  ream.  The  snp- 
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ply  of  letter  paper  and  envelopes  continues  to  come  largely  from 
Ureat  Britain.  The  demand  is  mostly  for  "cream-laid"  papers 
rather  than  the  "  wove  "  qualities.  All  the  gold  prices  given  are  on 
the  basis  of  an  average  exchange  value  of  the  Hongkong  dollar  of  45 
cents  before  the  war  and  42  cents  at  present. 

Among  cardboards  there  seems  to  be  more  of  a  chance  for  Ameri- 
can exporters.  At  present  all  white  board  in  this  market  seems  to  be 
coming  from  the  United  States.  Strawboard,  however,  has  been  a 
Japanese  item  for  some  time  and  at  present  Japan  has  full  control  of 
the  trade.  Prices  run  at  $52,  $58,  and  $67  local  currency  ($21.84, 
^4.36,  and  $28.14  §old)  per  ton  for  various  grades.  As  a  result  oi 
high  prices  the  entire  line  of  native  papers  are  in  greatly  increased 
demand,  particularly  the  thin  native  papers. 


SHXPHENTS  OP  CRTTDE  OH  FBOK  MEXICO. 

[Vice  Consul  Thomas  n.  B«raa,  Tampleo,  Jan.  14.1 

During  1915,  10,218,788  barrels  of  crude  oil  were  shipped  from 
Tampico,  Mexico,  to  United  States  ports,  compared  with  11,746,371 
barrels  shipped  in  1914.  During  ike  last  five  months  of  the  past  year, 
the  tankers'  carrying  capacity  was  reduced  one-third  by  the  san^  bar 
'Hhich  formed  at  ue  entrance  to  the  Panuco  River.  Pressure  is 
being  brought  to  bear  by  the  oil  companies  to  have  this  bar  dre^ed 
awav,  and  their  efforts  will  undoubtedly  be  successful. 

The  manager  of  the  United  Dredging  Co.  is  now  in  Mexico  City, 
negotiating  with  the  Government  officials  regarding  the  completion 
of  a  contract  to  dredge  the  Panuco  River,  which  was  commenced 
about  two  years  ago.  If  a  satisfactory  agreement  is  reach^,  work 
will  be  started  immediately,  as  the  company's  dredge  No.  S  ia  still  in 
Tampico.  It  is  probable  that  the  same  company  will  be  awarded 
the  contract  to  repair  the  jetties  and  maintain  a  channel  of  at  least 
26  feet  over  the  bar.  The  sea  ends  of  the  jetties  were  washed  away 
during  the  hurricane  of  October,  1910,  and  have  been  deteriorating 
ever  since. 


EZFEBIKEHTS  IN  OFTICAIi  FTROIIETBT. 

In  a  recent  publication  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards 

a  new  method  for  determining  the  "  effective  wave  length  "  of  the 
color  and  absorption  screens  used  in  optical  pyrometry  is  derived  to 
several  specific  screens  and  glasses.  The  shift  of  effective  wave  length 
with  change  in  temperature  of  the  source,  and  the  effect  this  shift  may 
have  upon  the  accuracy  of  temperature  measurements,  arc  discussed. 
It  is  shown,  both  tlieoretically  and  experimentally,  that  for  precise 
work  at  high  temperatures,  with  pyrometers  using  color  screens,  n 
thorough  Ifflowledge  of  the  change  of  the  effective  wave  length  with 
temperature  is  required. 

This  publication,  Scientific  Paper  No.  260,  "  The  center  of  gravity 
and  effective  wave  length  of  transmission  of  pyrometer  color  screens, 
and  the  extrapolation  of  the  high -temperature  scale,"  may  be  obtained 
by  interested  persons  from  the  Bureau  of  Standards. 
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HETHODS  OF  TBAINIHa  BAUWAT  AFFBENTICES. 

[Vice  Consul  Blpley  Wilson,  London,  England.  Dec.  S0.1 

Apprentices  are  engnged  by  the  Great  Western  Railway  as  Tacaa- 
cies  ai'ise  to  the  trades  of  engine  fitting  and  turning.  These  boys, 
■who  must  be  between  15  J  and  16 J  years  of  age,  are  required  to  be- 
come members  of  science  and  art  classes  in  the  company's  technical 
schools,  in  addition  to  practical  work  in  the  shops.  The  aj^pren- 
ticeship  extends  over  five  years,  but  the  engagement  is  terminable 
on  either  side  at  the  end  of  any  six  months^  period.  One  month's 
trial  without  wages  is  alwavs  required.  Apprentices  are  not  bound 
by  indenture,  but  are  paid  (up  to  a  maximum  of  60  cents  per  9-hour 
day)  during  their  entire  course  of  study. 

Every  applicant  must  produce  his  birth  certificate  and  also  a 
doctor's  certifica.te  relative  to  his  health,  and  on  completing  his  train- 
ing the  apprentice  is  given  a. certificate  stating  the  class  of  work  on 
which  he  has  been  employed  and  his  ability  and  general  charader. 
A  record  of  any  time  that  may  have  been  lost  during  the  apprentice- 
ship is  entered  on  this  diploma. 

Xidland  Hallway  Teaohes  a  Speeifie  Trade. 

The  Midland  Railway  usually  selects  apprentices  from  applicants 
who  are  the  sons  of  workmen  already  in  the  company's  service. 
They  commence  when  about  15  and  are  invariably  engaged  for  » 
particular  trade,  such  as  turning,  fitting,  boiler  makmg,  pattern  mak- 
ing,  or  molding,  and  complete  their  apprenticeship  when  21  years 
of  age. 

Apprentices  are  of  two  classes,  ordinary  and  privileged,  the  latter 
being  youths  who  have  pursued  their  studies  to  a  higher  point  and 
whose  qualifications  are  better.  Privileged  apprentices  usually  com- 
mence work  when  about  17  years  of  age  and  are  admitted  «itner  by 
examination  or  by  promotion  from  the  ordinary  class  on  accotmt  of 
their  marked  progress. 

The  Midland  Railway  employs  an  official  known  as  the  superin- 
tendent of  apprentices.  A  sympathetic  man,  to  whom  the  boys  will 
readily  appeal  and  on  whom  they  can  rely  for  advice,  is  chosen,  but 
he  must  have  had  a  thorough  workshop  and  university  training. 
Apprentices  employed  by  this  railway  are  also  encouraged  to  attend 
evening  classes  and  lectures  promoted  by  the  company,  and  several 
scholarships  and  prizes  are  offered  to  stimulate  good  work. 

Oreat  Eastern  Requires  Classroom  Work. 

The  Great  Eastern  Railway  requires  every  apprentice  during  his 
first  year  to  attend  a  course  of  instruction  for  a  period  of  15  weeks. 
The  classes,  which  are  held  in  the  daytime,  one  lesson  being  given 
each  week,  include  studies  in  elementary  practical  mathematics, 
drawing  and  geometry,  and  jErcneral  science.  Those  who  pass  an 
examination  at  the  end  of  this  term  are  granted  leave  of  absence 
with  pay  one  afternoon  a  week  during  the  following  winter  on  con- 
dition that  they  take  an  approved  course  of  study  in  the  evening 
classes  of  the  Mechanics'  Institution.  The  term  "apprentice"  in- 
cludes any  youth  who  starts  with  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  to  learn 
a  trade.  During  working  hours  practical  classes  are  held  in  the 
Stratford  Works  of  the  company  in  (1)  tensile  and  other  strengths 
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on  iron,  steel,  bronze,  copper,  etc.,  in  the  test  house;  (2)  taking  indi- 
cator diagrams  from  steam  engines;  (3)  experiments  with  model 
link  motion ;  (4)  setting  locomotive  valves. 

None  of  the  railways  approached  give  special  courses  with  regard 
to  air  brakes,  but  in  each  case  the  siibject  is  taken  up  in  the  general 
training,  a  youth  passing  from  one  shop  to  another  and  in  due  course 
learning  the  railway  mechanic's  trade.  Methods  of  teaching  vary  in 
Uie  different  shops  of  the  same  company,  and  there  is  a  considerable 
difference  between  the  Efystems  when  comparing  one  railway  with 
another,  but  all  insist  on  strict  discipline.  Young  men  who  show 
exceptional  ability  in  the  shops  and  technical  classes  are  often  trans- 
ferred to  the  engineer's  office  or  to  testing  plants,  where  more  original 
work  is  done. 

BBABFOBS  SHIFHEHTS  TO  THE  UITITED  STATES. 

[Consnl  AQCDstUfl  £.  iDgram,  Bradford,  England,  Ian.  e,] 

The  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  from  the  Bradford  con- 
sular district  in  December,  1915,  amounted  to  $2,225,748,  an  increase 
of  $956,858  as  compared  with  the  same  month  in  1914.  The  total 
exports  to  the  United  States  for  the  whole  of  1915  amounted  to  $19,- 
830,575,  as  compared  with  $30,378,662  in  1914  (in  which  year,  how- 
ever, the  bulk  of  the  shipmate  took  place  in  the  montlis  preceding 
the  war)  and  $12,630,411  in  1913. 

The  most  important  item  of  export  to  the  United  States  during. 
December  was  raw  wool,  amounting  to  $950,658,  licenses  having  been 
somewhat  freely  granted  by  the  British  Government  for  such  ship- 
ments. The  exports  of  wool  tops  were  also  large  for  the  same  rea- 
son, but  wool  yams  were  not  granted  the  same  facilities  and  con- 
sequently amounted  to  little.  The  shipments  of  worsted  cloths  and 
woo]  dress  goods  showed  a  marked  decline,  though  woolens  increased.- 
As  re^rds  mohair,  the  exports  of  raw  material  fell  off  considerably ; 
yarns,  however,  increased,  and  the  finished  cloth  amounted  to  $126,-' 
146,  as  compared  with  $164,855  in  December,  1914.  Cotton  cloths, 
consisting  chiefly  of  linings,  totaled  $305,988,  compared  with  $151,- 
502  in  December,  1914.  The  various  kinds  of  cotton  cloths  shipped 
from  this  district  include,  besides  linings,  a  large  variety  of  dress 
goods,  velvets,  corduroys,  tapestries,  and  other  jacquard  goods.  Spun 
»lk  yams  being  evidently  in  strong  demand  in  the  United  States,  tho 
^ipments  amounted  to  $71,789,  compared  with  $33,936  for  Decem- 
wp,  1914.  The  exports  of  silk  noils  also  showed  an  increase,  though 
^e  embargo  on  white  silk  noils  is  still  in  effect.  Shipmrats  of  raw 
iiuman  hair  increased  to  $16,505. 

THE  LA  GEIBA  TREE. 

[Consul  F.  J.  Dyer,  Cciba,  Ilonduros,  Dec.  7.1 

The  tree  known  as  la  ceiba  is  one  of  the  dominating  features  of  the 
landscape  in  this  part  of  Honduras.  It  rises  to  a  height  of  70  or  80 
feet  before  branching,  and  then  a  broad  top  spreads  out  like  a  huge 
jnnbrella.  The  trees  are  commonly  6  feet  or  more  in  diameter,  but 
^i^e  Wood  is  soft  and  not  considered  valuable  for  lumber.  -  It  is  white, 
^d  many  persons  think  it  would  be  valuable  for  paper  pulp.  The 
bears  a  silky  cotton,  which  is  used  to  some  extent  for  stuffing 
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AVSTBALIA. 

[Commercial  Attach^  William  C.  Oovns,  Uelbonrne,  Not.  18.] 


Dutiable  Talae  of  Imports. 

American  manufacturers  should  bear  in  mind  that  the  basis  on 
which  duty  is  levied  by  the  Australian  customs  authorities  is  tlie  fair 
market  value  of  the  goods  in  the  principal  markets  of  the  country 
whwce  they  were  exported,  plus  the  cost  of  delivering  them  on  board 
tiie  vessel  at  the  port  of  shipment,  10  per  cent  of  the  fair  market  value 
being  added  to  this  total.  In  other  words,  the  duty  is  levied  on  the 
net  price  at  which  similar  goods  in  like  quantities  could  be  bought 
by  any  cash  purchaser  for  home  consumption  in  the  country  of 
export,  plus  the  charges  enumerated  above.  Genuine  trade  discount? 
consistent  with  the  above  conditions  are  allowed,  but  the  importers 
must  prove  that  they  are  the  customary  discounts.  In  default  of 
sufficient  evidence  the  importers  may  be  called  upon  to  pay  duty  upon 
a  higher  valuation. 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  entry  of  goods  by  importers  in  Australia 
it  is  recommended  that  manufacturers  who  are  d!oing  a  regular  busi- 
ness with  Australia  forward  to  the  Department  of  Trade  and  Cus- 
toms at  Melbourne  seven  copies  of  their  catalogues  showing  the  home- 
consumption  prices  whenever  a  change  is  made  in  such  prices,  to- 


[A  detailed 'article  on  this  subject  appeared  in  Foreign  Tariff  Kotes 
No.  10,  pp.  95-97.] 


SlUpment  of  Canadian  frodnots  via  United  States. 

The  Comptroller  of  Customs  at  Georgetown,  Demerara,  has  issued 
the  following  notice  regarding  Canadian  products  exported  to 
British  Guiana  by  vf&y  of  the  United  States,  on  which  the  prefer- 
ential tariff  rates  provided  for  by  the  reciprocity  agreement  between 
Canada  and  certain  of  the  British  West  Indies  are  claimed : 

(1)  I  slmll  require  a  copy  of  the  railway  bill  of  lading  duly  certified  by  the 
customs  authorities  at  the  place  of  shipment  in  Conada  In  support  of  certifi- 
cates of  origin  for  goods  for  which  preferential  treatment  is  claimed.  I  have 
also  to  point  out  that  the  certiilcates  of  origin  and  railway  bills  of  lading  must 
agree  la  detail  as  to  marks,  names  o£  couslgaees,  and  place  of  slilpmeut  in 
Canada. 

(2)  I  would  also  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  reconslgnraent  of  Canadian 
goofls  from  the  United  States  is  not  permitted  under  tlic  regulation. 

[This  provision,  which  expressly  recognizes  the  right  of  Importers  in  British 
Guiana  to  the  preferential  rates  of  duty  on  goods  shipped  by  way  of  the  United 
States,  is  of  interest.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  in  Trinidad  nnd  In  other  of  tlie 
British  West  Indies  «ftorts  have  been  made  to  exclude  from  the  provisions  of 
the  reciprocity  agreement  Ganadinu  products  not  shipped  direct] 

PAKAUA. 

[Vice  Consul  L.  A.  Clausel.  Dec.  1&] 

Sitalillsluiieat  of  Bonded  Warefaoniei. 

No  action  has  as  yet  been  taken  in  regard  to  the  erection  of  bonded 
warehouses  in  Panama,  the  establishment  of  which  was  authorized 
by  a  presidential  decree  of  December  2, 191S.  It  is  reported  that  the 


BKITIBH  aiTZAVA. 

[Canadian  Customs  Ifemorandom  No.  19T9B,  Dec.  11.] 
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Panaman  GoTenunent  is  desirous  of  providing  such  buildings,  par- 
ticularly the  customs  warehouses  in  tibie  cities  of  Panama  and  Cdon, 
but  that  it  has  thus  far  been  impossible  to  obtain  tlie  necessary  funds 
for  construction  and  to  decide  upon  suitable  sites.  The  decree  au- 
thorized the  erection  of  such  buildings  by  individuals  for  their  own 
use,  but  such  permission  has  not  yet  been  taken  advantage  of, 
although  considerable  interest  is  said  to  have  been  shown  in  the 
matter.  It  is  further  reported  that  no  temporary  provisions  in  re- 
gard to  bonded  warehouses  appear  to  be  in  effect  in  Panama  at  the 
presfflit  time. 

FOBTUGAL. 

Ih^plnr  Dooameats  Required. 

A  report  from  Consul  General  W.  L.  Lowrie,  Lisbon,  dated  Octo- 
ber 18,  1015,  stat^  that  United  States  exporters  making  shipments 
to  Portugal  should  be  ^rticularly  careful  to  forward  promptly  in- 
voices certified  by  the  l^ortu^ese  consul  at  the  port  of  shipment. 
Failure  to  produce  consular  invoices  results  in  a  heavy  fine  for  the 
consignee,  and  in  all  cases  the  Portuguese  customs  authorities  allow 
only  30  days  in  which  to  produce  missing  invoices. 

FThe  attention  of  American  shippers  is  also  called  to  the  fact  that 
a  limited  number  of  articles  are  entitled  upon  importation  into 
Portugal  to  conventitmal  rates  of  dnty  specially  mrovided  for  by 
commercial  treaties  between  Portugal  and  certam  European  coun- 
tries. In  order  that  products  from  the  United  States  may  be  ad- 
mitted at  the  reduced  rates  in  such  cases  it  is  necessary  that  ship- 
ments be  accompanied  by  certificates  of 'origin,  legalized  by  a  Portu- 
gwee  consul  in  this  country  and  preferab^  certified  by  a  chambei; 
of  commerce.] 

tBoard  of  Trade  Journal,  Dec.  30.] 

OanttBud  ExemptloB  vf  Wheat,  Flour,  eto. 

A  Swedish  royal  decree  of  November  22,  1915,  provides  for  the 
8Uffl>ension  of  the  import  duties  on  wheat,  rye,  and  flour  of  wheat 
and  rye  until  Jime  30,  1916.  [This  is  a  renewal  of  a  provision  of 
similar  nature  enacted  shortly  after  the  outbreak  of  the  war.] 


COHMESCE  SEFABTHENT  EXHIBIT  AT  HOTOB-BOAT  SHOW.  1 

Visitors  to  the  twelfth  annual  national  motor-boat  show^  which 
opens  to-morrow  at  the  Grand  Central  Palace,  New  York  City,  and 
continues  until  February  5,  will  find  among  the  exhibits  a  collection 
of  charts  and  publications  of  the  United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic 
Survey,  together  with  publications  of  other  bureaus  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce.  The  charts,  coast  pilots,  tide  tables,  and  other 
publications  of  the  survey  will  be  shown  and  explained  to  persons 
interested,  while  the  representative  of  the  survey  in  charge  will  ex- 
hibit and  distribute  such  publications  as  have  been  supplied  for  that 
purpose  by  the  other  bureaus  of  the  Department  of  Commerce. 

Tk&  department's  publications  were  also  shown  at  last  year's  motor- 
boat  show,  and  much  interest  in  them  was  manifested  among  the 
20,000  persons  who  attended. 
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AHERICAN  COTTON  GOODS  HAY  BEOAIH  PLACE  IK  CHINA. 

The  war  in  Europe  has  curtailed  the  purchasing  power  of  the 
Chinese  people,  but  it  has  also  restricted  the  exports  of  cotton  goods 
from  the  principal  European  sources.  Stocks  throughout  the 
counti-y  are  gradually  diminishing,  and  it  is  likely  that  there  will 
be  an  actual  shortage  in  the  near  future.  If  full  advantage  is  taken 
of  the  present  opportunity  by  American  manufacturers,  in  the 
opinion  of  Special  Agent  Ralph  M.  Odell,  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign, 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  it  is  probable  that  American  cotton  goods 
will  regain  the  position  tliey  once  held.  He  advises  these  manu- 
facturers to  find  out  just  what  the  market  wants  and  then  supply 
it.  His  views  are  based  upon  an  investigation  df  the  market  lor 
cotton  goods  in  China,  dui*ing  which  he  spent  six  months  in  that 
country. 

Ten  years  ago  American  cotton  goods  had  a  large  sale  in  China ; 
in  fact,  China  was  the  largest  foreign  market  for  such  goods.  Some 
groimd  has  been  lost,  however,  by  reason  of  competition  from  Jap- 
anese and,  very  recently,  from  Chinese  mill&  The  necessity  for  a 
thorough  understanding  of  the  situation  led  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  to  provide-  for  an  investigation  on  the 
ground,  along  the  same  lines  that  the  Bureau  has  followed  in  study- 
ing the  cotton-goods  markets  in  practically  every  counb^  in  the 
world. 

Mr.  Odell's  report  is  presented  in  a  242-page  monograph  entitled 
"  Cotton  Goods  in  China,"  Special  Agents'  Series  No.  107,  which 
may  be  obtained  at  25  cents-per  copy  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Documents,  Government  Printing  Onice,  Washington,  D.  C,  or  from.' 
the  district  offices  of  the  Bureau. 

COipnSSION  TO  STUBT  SPANISH  COAL  SmTATION. 

IConsul  Geaernl  Garl  Bailey  Hurst,  Barceloni),  Dec.  13,1 

'  It  is  known  that  while  Spain  lacks  an  abundant  supply  of  wood 
she  possesses  coal  enough  of  various  grades  in  unexploited  mines  to 
cover  fully  the  needs  of  the  country  for  upward  of  two  centuries. 
Despite  the  large  reserves  Spain  has  been  importing  over  2,500,000  " 
tons  of  coal  annually.  In  view  of  this  situation  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment has  appointed  a  commission  called  "The  Derense  of  Na- 
tional Coal  Consumption  "  to  study  the  domestic  demond  for  fuel 
with  the  object  of  ascertaining  the  best  methods  to  supply  Spanish 
industries  with  conl,  in  particular  such  as  continues  to  be  purchased 
abroad.  The  president  of  this  commission  is  the  Minister  of  Public 
Works  and  members  of  the  commission  are  lending  Government  offi- 
cials. In  addition,  local  commissions,  presided  over  by  the  govemors 
of  the  various  Provinces,  have  been  formed  to  cooperate  in  the  work. 
The  chief  present  labor  of  the  organization  will  be  to  gather  in- 
formation regarding  means  at  hand  for  supplying  the  Spanish  de- 
mand for  coal,  data  concerning  the  production  and  consumption  of 
Spanisli  coal,  transportation  facilities  from  mines  to  centers  of  con- 
sumption, necessities  of  various  industries,  importance  of  large  coal 
yards  in  various  centers,  price  and  quality  of  different  imported 
coals,  and  prices  of  freight  and  insurance.  The  central  commi^ion 
vill  finally  lay  before  the  Government  plans  for  such  reforms  as  it 
my,  from  the  result  of  its  investigation^  deem  advisable. 
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HEED  TOR  SEEECT  AMERICAN  -SOUTH  AFEICAJT  SEE  VICE. 

[Vice  CoasDl  Charlea  H.  HelBler,  Cape  Towd,  South  Africa,  Dec.  0.] 

Shipping  difficulties  between  the  United  States  and  South  Africa 

are  becoming  more  and  more  acute,  and  the  necessity  for  a  better 
and  more  frequent  service  has  impressed  all  "who  are  interested  in 
the  expansion  of  American  trade  with  this  country.  The  present 
moment  is  ideal  for  the  sale  of  American  products  in  South  Africa, 
and,  with  cargo  vessels  regalarly  leaving  American  ports  for  this 
country,  manufacturers  in  the  United  States  would  greatly  benefit 
by  the  additional  large  orders  they  could  book.  As  it  is,  howeverj 
the  sailings  from  New  York  or  Boston  are  very  irregular  and  un- 
certain, and  in  many  cases  goods  ordered  some  time  a^o  have  not 
yet  been  delivered.  In  other  instances  the  exporter  in  America 
foresaw  that  it  would  be  practically  impossible  for  him  to  make 
deliveries  on  time,  and  so  refused  to  accept  orders  from  merchants 
in  this  country. 

In  order  to  acquaint  its  clientele  with  the  true  state  of  affairs 
regarding  freights  from  America,  the  South  African  branch  of  a 
large  New  York  exporting  house  recently  distributed  in  circulai: 
form  a  letter  that  it  had  received  from  its  head  office.  This  circular 
told  in  detail  of  the  freight  congestion  at  New  York  and  of  the 
obstacles  which  the  company  was  encoimtering  in  its  efforts  to  get 
merchandise  to  South  Africa — cancellations,  refusals  of  lighterage 
deliveries,  preference  to  the  cargo  paying  the  highest  rate,  and 
general  uncertainty  as  to  when  any  given  shipment  would  ^o  for- 
ward. If  vessels  can  be  made  available  for  the  direct  shipping  of 
merchandise  from  the  United  States  to  South  Africa,  conditiona 
here  will  be  ^atlv  relieved,  and  such  service  will  materially  assist 
in  the  extension  oi  America's  foreign  trade. 


TOBACCO  FESmiZEB  EBOX  INBIOO  FL&HT. 

fConanl  James  OUveT  Lalog,  Karacbl,  Isdla,  Not.  30.] 

The  residue  of  the  indigo  plant,  after  the  extraction  of  the  indican, 
known  commercially  as  indigo,  is  used  in  the  Karachi  consular  dis- 
trict, and  probably  also  in  other  parts  of  India,  as  a  fertilizer  for  the 
tobacco  plant.   This  substance  is  known  here  as  "  seeth." 

The  roots  of  the  tobacco  plant  require  free  access  to  air.  Seeth 
breaks  up  the  ground  in  a  way  to  allow  the  air  to  penetrate.  Ex- 
periments have  been  made  recently  by  the  Agricultural  Research 
Institute  in  Pusa,  India,  with  the  object  of  securing  better  results 
from  seeth.  The  substance  has  been  used  for  years  by  the  natives, 
but  little  scientific  work  has  been  done  in  India  until  the  last  10  vears. 
The  experiments  so  far  indicate  that  tobacco  soil  in  which  seeth  and 
bits  of  broken  tile  or  broken  chatties  (baked-clay  water  jars)  are 
mixed  produces  better  crops  than  soil  under  no  special  treatment. 

The  cost  is  moderate,  and  the  results  achieved  warrant  the  extra 
expense.  A' plot  of  tobacco  land  near  Pusa  was  treated  in  this  way 
nine  years  ago  and  has  shown  marked  superiority  over  adjoining 
plots  ever  since.  Indigo  has  had  a  remarkable  "boom"  since  the 
iwar  began,  and  the  amount  of  seeth  available  has  increased. 

[Previous  articles  on  recent  developments  in  tbe  indigo  industry  in  India 
ynre  pubUsl^  la  Ooumkbce  Befobts  for  Jon.  8,  1915,  and  Dec.  31,  1916.] 
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NEW  TRANSFOBTATIOK  PACIUTIES  IS  COIOXBU. 

Branch  Railways  to  be  Constrneted. 

Five  new  branch  lines  of  the  Colombian  Pacific  Bailway  (Fctfo- 
carril  del  Pacifico)  are  to  be  constructed,  according  to  a  law  in  a 
recent  number  of  the  Diario  Oficial,  with  a  view  to  facilitating  com- 
munication with  the  fertile  interior  of  Colombia,  and  to  completing 
railway  connections  from  the  coast  to  the  smaller  cities  in  the  Cor- 
dilleras. Surveys  are  to  be  made  for  branch  railways  to  cover  the 
territory  as  follows,  (a)  A  line  from  Popayan  to  Carchi  in  Ecuador, 

Eassing  through  the  city  of  Paste;  (6)  a  line  from  Cartage  in  the 
'epartment  del  Valle  to  the  terminal  of  the  Amaga  Railway,  or 
to  some  point  on  this  line  which  would  connect  the  Pacific  coast 
lines  with  those  of  Antioquia ;  (c)  a  line  to  connect  the  citj^  of  Paste 
with  the  lower  part  of  the  Kiver  Patia  or  with  the  Pacific  coast; 
(d)  a  line  to  connect  the  Popayan  branch  with  the  Alto  Putumayo 
or  with  one  of  its  navigable  tributaries,  starting  from  Paste;  {e)  a 
line  from  Cartage  to  Qiiibdo,  passing  through  Istmina. 

In  addition  te  having  extensive  surveys  made^  the  Gevernment  will 
order  estimates  of  the  cost  of  construction,  administration,  and  main- 
tenance of  the  new  lines,  the  present  traffic  in  the  regions  covered,  the 
probable  traffic  with  improved  transportation,  and  the  minimum 
rates  to  be  charged;  data  will  be  collected  on  the  topography  of  the 
new  territory,  the  nature  of  its  soil,  the  character  of  its  products, 
and  other  facts  of  value  in  estimating  the  importance  of  each  line. 
The  surveys  and  estimates  will  be  in  charge  of  two  or  mere  technical 
commissiens,  each  composed  of  five  engineers  and  one  qualified  anny 
officer,  appointed  by  the  Government.  A  term  of  four  years  is  fixed 
for  the  completion  of  all  the  railways. 

Completion  of  Other  Short  Lines. 

Certain  branch  railways  authorized  under  previous  laws  have  not 
yet  been  completed,  and  provision  for  their  completion  is  now 
made.  These  branches  are  to  run  from  Palmira  to  tlte  city  of  San- 
tander,  from  Bogota  to  Buenaventura,  from  Chicoral  to  Ibague,  and 
from  the  valley  of  Cauca  to  the  Cordillera  Central.  The  Government 
is  authorized  to  complete  these  lines  either  by  direct  contract  or 
tJirough  responsible  contracting  companies. 
Oanal  to  he  Dredged. 

Funds  have  been  designated  for  dredging  the  canal  which  con- 
nects the  river  Magdalena  witli  the  port  of  Cartagena.  Estimates 
of  the  work  to  be  done  will  be  made  by  a  competent  engineer  and  the 
dredging  will  be  carried  on  under  the  direction  of  a  board  of  officials 
in  the  city  of  Cartagena.  It  is  expected  that  the  improvements  to 
be  made  m  the  cantu  will  greatly  facilitate  transportation  by  this 
route. 

Hew  Tehlcle  Koad. 

An  appropriation  of  $2,000  has  been  made  for  the  scientific  im- 
provement of  the  road  from  Zapatoca  to  Barrancabermeja.  The 
road  is  to  be  not  less  than  10  meters  wide  (32.8  feet)  and  is  to  be 
adapted  for  the  use  of  automobiles  and  also  for  a  tramway  line. 
The  work  is  to  be  under  the  direction  of  an  administrative  board  in 
he  city  of  Zapatoca. 
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HEV  TEASI  FACTOBY  AT  COBS. 

f  Coasnl  Wesley  Proat,  Cork  (QaeenBtown),  Ireland,  Dec.  30.y 

A  new  yeast  manufacturing  plant  costing  $125,000  has  been  in- 
stalled at  Cork  and  will  soon  be  in  operation.  Like  most  yeast  com- 
panies in  Ireland,  it  wUl  be  operated  as  n  subsidiary  indust:^  to  a 
oistiUery,  the  Cork  Distilleries  Co.  (Ltd.),  of  Morrisons  Island, 
Cork,  the  largest  of  the  distilleries  in  this  district.  The  plans  were 
prepared  and  the  machinery  contracted  for  in  Sweden  prior  to  the 
war,  but  the  difficulty  in  procuring  grain  since  the  war  nas  delayed 
putting  the  factory  into  operation.  However,  a  stock  of  wheat, 
principally  Irish  wheat,  has  gradually  been  built  up.  It  is  under- 
stood that  soft  grad^  of  grain  are  required;  and  possiblv  Argentine 
m^ize,  which  has  long  been  common  on  the  Cork  market,  may  be 
utilized. 

WJuae  Yeast  Fluti  in  Ireland. 

There  are  already  in  operation  six  yeast  factories  in  Ireland,  three 
at  Dublin,  two  at  Belfast,  and  one  at  Dundalk ;  but  none  has  hitherto 
existed  in  this  consular  district.  An  expert  in  renovating  and  im- 
proving distillery  property  was  brought  to  Cork  in  the  spring  of 
1914,  by  the  Cork  IHstilleries  Co.,  to  introduce  the  same  syst^  which 
has  been  successful  in  tiie  other  Irish  distilling  plants.  The  selec- 
tion of  Swedish  machinery  was  due  to  the  recommendations  of  thi^t 
expert. 

As  regards  yeast  for  domestic  tise  and  for  the  use  of  the  extensive 
Iri^  bakeries,  it  is  said  that  these  Irish  yeast  firms  are  not  able  to 
supply  the  market.  The  distillers  are  now  using  a  low-grade  yeast 
made  as  a  by-product  by  the  local  breweries,  but  this  would  not  be 
suitable  for  oven  use.  The  Irish  exports  of  veast  are  believed  to  be 
mainly  brewery  by-products;  while  the  relatively  light  imports, 
15,796  hundredweight  valued  at  $150,862,  are  presumably  bakers' 
yeast.  It  is  not  twlieved  that  American  yeast  could  be  marketed 
here  successfully. 

AHEEICAN  CONSTJLAB  OFFIGEES  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

'The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Name. 


Post. 


Exptra- 
tion  of 
venua. 


Addnsa. 


P«ck,  WHItsR  

Cbohlre.  Ftemine  D 
Canada.  William  W . 
Donald,  OeoTRe  K... 
Booney,  WUbert  L.a 

■Watta,£tlielbert.... 


TshiBtftii,  China  

Canton,  China  

Vera  CrUE , Mexico  

Haracalbo,  Venezuela. 
San  Luis  Fotosl, 

Mexico. 
Brussels,  Belgium  


Jan,  31 
Jan.  31 
Feb.  1 
Feb.  17 
Feb.  13 

Uar.  II 


Department  of  St&te,WaSbInrton,  D.C. 

Do. 

Winchesler,  Ind. 

1.53  Church  Street  Mobile,  Ala. 

IWj  North  Oush  SMet,  Santa  Ana,CftL 

1031  CUntOB  Street,  Philadelphia,  Fa, 


•Consul  WUbert  L.  Bonaey  will  visit  San  Francisco,  Los  Angdog,  and  Snn  Diego.  Cal_ 
and  Sao  Antonio,  Tex.,  and  will  advise  the  Gbamber  ot  Commerce  in  eacb  of  these  cities  of 
his  arrlTal  and  addieso. 
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PRESS  COMMENT  FROM  THE  OEIEHT. 

Yokohama  Harbor. 

In  the  improvement  of  Yokohama  Harbor,  5C  acres  have  been 
i-eclaimed,  on  which  have  been  built  quays,  wharves  for  lighters,  sea 
walls,  landing  places,  and  sheds  for  the  accommodation  of  cargo.  The 
quay  walls,  ranging  from  a  depth  of  20  to  32  feet,  and  covering  a  mile 
and  a  half,  will  moor  13  ocean-going  vessels.— Commercial  Japan. 

If  the  wa^v  is  made  clear  for  the  successful  use  of  the  low-grade  iron 
ore  in  the  hills  about  Penchihu,  Manchuria — ore  that  contains  30  to  40 
per  cent  of  iron — this  industry  will  become  a  most  important  one. 
Under  such  conditions  Penchihu  is  bound  to  gi-ow  into  a  steel  manu- 
facturing center,  pei'haps  more  important  than  Yawata,  at  which  the 
Government  steel  works  of  Edamitsn  are  situated. — ^Mandiuria  Daily 
News. 

supping  Developments. 

The  report  of  tlie  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  steamship  line  for  the  half 
year  ended  September  30, 1915,  showed  by  far  the  most  satisfactory 
i-esulta  the  company  has  ever  be^  able  to  present.  This  is  due  en- 
tirely to  the  extraordinary  demands  on  tiie  fleet  on  all  its  routes,  called 
by  the  shortage  in  tonnage  available  for  commei'cial  purposes,  and  the 
resulting  rise  in  freight  rates.  On  the  American  route,  pi-osperity 
has  been  extraordinary. — Japan  Daily  Mail. 

The  boom  in  shippmg  is  enhanced,  and  new  enterprises  are  being 
started,  on  the  American  routes  in  particular.  The  Osaka  Shosen 
Kaisha  is  reported  to  have  reinforced  its  fleet  on  the  Tacoma-Seattlo 
line,  the  reinforcements  consisting  of  eight  big  cargo  brats,  with  a 
combined  tonnage  of  40,000. — Japan  Times. 

A  new  steamship  company  has  recently  been  added  to  tJie  list  of  en- 
terprises worked  by  the  Kuhara  family  of  Osaka.  Its  chief  servifce 
will  be  in  connection  with  the  Kuhara  Mining  Co.  and  the  Japan- 
Russia  Co.  It  is  undei-stood  that  the  fleet  will  con^  of  nine  steamers, 
with  40,000  gross  tonnage. — Japan  Daily  Mail. 

A  European  steamship  service  will  be  inaugurated  by  the  Osaka 
Shosen  Kaisha  in  August  next  at  the  latest.  It  is  understood  that  the 
company  will  run  eight  steamers  on  the  line.  An  arrangement  has 
been  reached  with  the  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha  to  withdraw  the  latter*s 
two  cargo  boats  now  employed  on  the  American  line,  so  as  to  put  them 
in  the  new  European  service. — Japan  Daily  Mail. 

Seal  Fisheries — Gold  Yield  in  ^apan. 

According  to  Japanese  Government  plans,  seals,  black  foxes,  otter, 
and  sea  lions  are  to  be  kept  inviolate  for  the  next  12  years  by  keeping 
strict  vigilance  over  them  in  the  Chisliima  group,  and  at  the  end  oi 
the  period  the  catch  of  part  of  the  increased  number  will  be  allowed 
to  licensed  people. — Japan  Times. 

The  yield  of  ^old  in  Japan  is  on  the  up  grade,  the  figure  for  Uie 
nine  months  ending  September  30  showinf^  a  gain  of  2,464,011  pounds, 
or  24  per  cent  over  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year.  The  yield 
of  gold  in  Chosen,  too,  shows  a  gain  of  30  per  cent. — Japan  Daily  Mail. 

Consul  General  Alfi*ed  A.  Winslow,  of  Auckland,  New  Zealand, 
reports  under  date  of  December  22  that  since  July  1, 1915,  there  had 
been  exported  to  tiie  United  Kingdom  242,000  cases  of  butter  valued 
at  $4,136,525. 
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FOSEIOH  TBASE  OPFOBTUJilTiES. 

BMerred  addKBsea  mar  be  obtained  from  tb«  Bmresa  and  Its  dl«tri«t  «fllee«.  Request 
for  each  opportonltj  Bbonld  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  the  fll«  aanber  elTeo. 

(Jramophonetf  Na  19960. — ^A.  firm  la  Canada  writes  that  it  desires  to  obtain  an 
esclusive  agency  of  American  manuActnrera  of  medium-priced  gramo- 
phones. 

Spimting  and  weaving  mocAfnery,  Na  19901. — man  in  Ooiombia  Informs 
ttie  Bureau  tbnt  lie  desires  to  obtain  catalogues  and  full  Information  on 
all  kinds  of  ginning  and  weaving  machinery. 

Machinery,  Na  19982. — ^An  American  commlar  officer  in  the  United  Kingdom 
reports  that  a  man  in  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American 
manufacturers  of  machinery  for  casting  small  metat  articles,  such  as 
miniature  automobiles,  boms,  railway  cars,  cannon,  etc.,  similar  t»  samples 
which  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  offices.  (Befer  to 
file  Na  71ST0.) 

Wire  naitB,  glaatKorc,  window  glass,  etc..  No.  19963. — A.  commerdal  agent  of 
the  Bureau  reports  that  a  firm  In  India  desires  to  purchase  wire  nnlls,' 
glassware,  window  gloss,  and  Iron  materials. 

Tem^  coffee,  tapioca,  cocon,  rattan,  etc..  No.  19964. — ^An  Inquiry  has  been  re- 
ceived from  a  firm  In  Java  which  de^rea  to  communicate  with  American 
firms  Interested  in  Importing  tea,  coffee,  tapioca,  cocoa,  rattan,  knpoc; 
vegetable  tissue,  hemp,  hides,  rubber,  copra,  p^iper,  cloves,  cinnamon, 
bamboo  hats,  peanuts,  etc. 

Pumps,  gas  engines,  plnmbing  outfits,  etc..  No.  19965. — A  commercial  agent  of 
the  Bureau  transmits  an  inquiry  from  a  man  in  Colombia  wlio  desires  to 
receive  catalogues,  prices,  and  full  information  from  American  manu- 
facturers and  exporters  of  pumps,  rams,  gas  engines,  plumbing  outfit^  hot 
and  cold  water  systems,  burglar  aiarais,  etc. 

Coated  art  hoards.  No.  19966. — An  American  consular  officer  In  England  re- 
ports that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  coinmunlcnte  with  American 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  coated  art  boards  used  In  printing  for 
half-tone  and  color  worli.  Prices  f.  o.  b.  New  York,  and  samples,  should 
be  sent.  Reference  Is  given. 

Oeneral  agency.  No.  19967. — A  firm  In  Spain  Informs  an  American  consular  offi- 
cer that  it  desires  to  establish  an  exclusively  American  branch  of  business, 
importing  all  classes  of  American  products  salable  in  that  market.  Oatu- 
logues  and  price  lists  should  be  sent  Correspondence  may  be  in  Bngllsh 
or  Spanish.   References  are  given. 

Sted  for  making  tools,  etc..  No.  19968.— An  American  consular  officer  in  SwitEor- 
iand  writes  that  a  man  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  quotations  from 
American  nianufrtfcturers  and  exporters  of  round  and  square  steel  bars  for 
making  tools  for  cutting  hard  metals.  Quotations  ore  also  desired  for 
hollow  cylindrical  shaped  steel  tubes,  witli  2  to  3  per  cent  uickcl. 

Manganese,  chrome,  tantalite,  pgrolusite,  etc..  No.  19909. — A  flrra  In  India  writes 
that  It  desires  to  communicate  with  American  firms  Importing  manganese, 
chrome,  tantalite,  pyrolusite,  red  oclier,  yellow  ocher,  asbestos,  soap- 
stone,  etc. 

Thread,  No.  19970. — The  commercial  attache  of  the  D^rtment  of  Commerce 
in  France  reports  that  a  man  In  tliat  country  desli'es  to  communicate  with 
American  manufacturers  of  thread. 


Proposed  Ezpontion  at  Cartagena. 

Vice  Consul  Ijeonard  Blnke  Modica,  Cartagena,  Colombia,  reports 
that  there  is  a  project  on  foot  to  hold  an  exposition  in  Cartagena  on 
February  24, 1916,  to  exhibit  the  products  of  the  soil  and  industry,  and 
of  arts  and  science  of  Colombia. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


m 


COMMEBCE.  BEFO&TSr> 


PBOFOSALS  m  GOTEBNHENT  SUPPLIES  ASH  CONSTKUCTIOV. 

(Oormpondcncp  Hbonid  be  direct  with  the  ofllces  named,  and  specifications  cnn  Qsutill; 
be  al)tafni<d  nt  the  points  whore  the  goods  are  to  be  dellTrred  or  the  work  1b  to  be -per- 
formiM].  In  cases  wnen>  the  time  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  sabmit  teadrni,  tbey 
rtionid  asic  to  be  iilaced  on  the  mailliuc  lists  of  sacb  offices  to  receive  notices  calilns  (ot 
future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

UatcriaU  and  tuppUcM,  No.  2017.— The  Secretary  of  the  Tremmry  will  tame 
on  February  1,  1916,  a  notice  to  the  effect  that  scaled  pn^wsals  will  be 

received  at  the  office  of  the  General  Supply  Oommlttee,  The  Auditors* 
Building,  Wiisliiugton,  D.  C,  until  March  6.  1910,  for  furnlshlnR,  as  they 
may  be  ordered  from  time  to  time  during  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July  1, 
1916,  and  ending  June  30,  1917,  the  following  materials,  supplies,  and 
equipment  to  the  various  governmental  departments  and  independent  estab- 
lisliutents  located  in  tlie  city  of  Washington.  Bidders  desiring  to  submit 
]>roposais  should  apply  to  the  Superinteiulent  of  Supplies,  General  Soi^y 
Cmnmittee,  The  Auditors*  Builfllng,  Washiugtoo,  D.  C,  giving  class  num- 
bers Id  wlilch  they  are  Interested :  Class  1,  stationery  and  drafting  sup- 
plies; class  2,  hardware,  metals,  leather,  and  saddiery;  class  3,  dry  goods, 
men's  clothing,  boots  and  sh4)e8,  cloth  bags,  flags,  wearing  apparel,  window 
sliades,  and  cordage;  class  4,  drugs  and  medicines,  and  chemicals;  daw  6, 
luboratory  apparatus,  and  hospital  appliances  aiid  surgical  InstmiaentB; 
class  6,  electrical,  engineering,  and  plumbing  supplies;  class  7,  lumber, 
millwork,  packing  boxes  and  sawdust,  and  building  materials;  class  8, 
brushes,  glass,  lubricants,  painter's  supplies,  and  paints;  class  0,  furnitore 
and  floor  covering;  class  10,  groceries  and  provisions,  meat  and  mtat 
iwoducts,  fish,  and  household  supplies;  class  11,  forage,  flour,  and  tmA 
(to  be  advOTtlsed  and  proposals  opened  later) ;  class  12,  photographic  mp- 
pUes,  meteorological  Instruments,  towers,  etc.,  and  meat-Inspection  mp< 
piles;  class  13,  engrnvlug,  printing,  and  lithographic  supplies  (exdnfflag 
supplies  for  the  tJovernment  Printing  Office  and  the  Bureau  of  Engmvlng 
and  Printing)  ;  class  14,  fuel  and  t(«  (to  be  advertised  and  proposals 
oiKMieti  later);  class  15,  Incandescent  electric  lamps  (specini  Form  A); 
class  16,  incand(*scent  gas-lamp  supplies;  class  17,  motor  trucks  (gpedal 
Form  A) ;  class  18.  computing  machines,  and  typewriter  equipment  and 
repair  parts  (special  Form  A)  ;  class  19,  electric  service;  and  clufl*  20, 
teleiihone  service. 

WindlasseMf  No.  2918. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  liglithouse 
inspector,  Boston,  Mass.,  until  February  14,  1916,  for  furnishing  mnd 
delivering  two  bund-pump  brake  windlasses.  Purtiier  information  may  %e 
obtained  on  application  to  the  above-named  tiglitbouse  Inspector. 

Conntruction  work,  No.  2919. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  OflVe 
of  the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  March  7,  1916,  for  the  construction  complete  yucluding  mechanical 
equipment  and  approaches)  of  the  United  States  pont  office  at  South  Betli- 
leliem.  Pa.  Drawings  and  speelflcalions  may  be  obtained  from  the  cwto- 
dinn  of  the  site  nt  South  Bethleliem,  Pa.,  or  nt  the  Supervising  Arcliitecfs 
Office,  AVasiilugton. 

helal  trorfc  for  slriictiwal-stcel  toxcrr,  No.  2920. — Sealed  proposids  will  l»e  re- 
ceived by  the  llghtliouse  insjiector,  Ketchikan,  Alaska,  until  Marcli  10,  IfllO. 
for  fvirnisliing  metal  work  for  structuriil-steel  tower  at  I>ewey  Itocks  IJght, 
Ahiska.  S[>ecl Mentions  and  full  information  nuiy  be  obtained  on  niqtllca- 
tion  to  the  liglithouse  in}q>ectors  at  Ketchikan,  Alaskn,  Portland,  or 
San  Francisco,  Cnl. 

Counlnit,  gairs,  dr..  No.  2921. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  suiwn'ising  chief  engineer,  i*oom  137,  post  office  and  subtreasnry, 
Boston,  Mass.,  until  Febi-uary  28,  1916,  for  counters,  gates,  etc..  In  the 
Vnited  States  customhouse,  Boston,  Mass.,  in  accordance  with  drawings 
Nos.  S.  A.  67  Xo  S.  A.  80,  inclusive,  and  the  specification,  copies  of  which 
may  be  had  on  api>llcation  to  the  office  of  the  supervising  chief  engineer. 
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PBOFOSES  HOTE  ISSUE  OF  BAITE  OF  TntTTGUAY. 

[Cbargt  d'Affalres  H.  F.  Arthnr  Schoenfeld,  Montevideo,  Dec.  21.] 

The  Government  of  Uruguay  has  presented  to  the  General  As- 
Bembly  a  bill  authorizing  the  Bank  of  the  Bepublic  to  issue  notes  up 
to  the  amount  of  28,000,000  pesos  [the  Uruguayan  gold  peso  is 
equivalent  to  $1.0342  United  States  currency],  retaining  the  40  per 
cent  gold  reserve  provided  for  by  previous  lemslation. 

The  gold  reserve  of  the  Bank  of  the  BepuRic  has  increased  stead- 
ily since  the  passage  of  the  precautionary  measures  taken  by  the 
Uovemment  shortly  after  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war,  so  that 
at  the  end  of  this  month  the  paid-up  capital  of  the  bank  will  be 
14,000,000  pesos. 

The  charter  of  the  bank  authorizes  the  issuance  of  notes  to  double 
the  amount  of  the  capital,  which  renders  the  present  bill  merely 
declaratory  of  the  existing  situation.  The  notes  will  be  inconvertible 
imti]  three  montlis  after  ttie  termination  of  the  European  war. 

The  bank  is  also  authorized  by  this  bill  to  issue  certincates  of  metal- 
lic deposits. 

AtrSTEALIAN  WOOL  SALES. 

[Conanl  Oeneral  J.  I.  Brlttaln,  Sydney,  Dec.  22,] 

The  auction  wool  sales  at  Sydney,  Australia,  for  the  first  half  of 
1915  have  just  closed.  The  demand  has  been  veiy  strong  and  prices 
well  sustained.  Buying  on  American  account  was  one  of  the  leading 
features  in  sustaining  the  market.  Purchasers  for  Japan  and  Italy 
were  also  substantial.  The  prices  realized  were  about  2  cents  higher 
than  t»ist  record  seasons,  some  of  the  finer  qualities  selling  as  high  as 
42  and  44  cents  per  pound. 


Aeroplanes  for  China. 

Vice  Consul  P.  B.  Josselyn,  at  Canton,  has  been  informed  that  the 
Chinese  Government  is  about  to  open  an  aviation  school  at  Canton 
for  which  it  wUl  need  several  machines.  The  vice  consul  suggests 
that  those  interested  send  literature  and  other  information  on  aero- 
planes to  the  address  on  file  in  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  one  of  its  district  offices.  Befer  to  file  Ko.  71681. 
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lUFORT  AND  EXPORT  STATISTICS  FOB  NOVEMBER. 

The  total  values  of  merchandise  imported  from  and  exported  to 
each  of  the  principal  countries  during  November  and  the  11  months 
ended  with  November,  19J5,  compared  with  corresponding  periods 
of  the  preceding  year,  and  the  imports  and  exports  bv  groups,  were 
made  public  to-day  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  domestic  Com- 
merce of  the  Department  of  Commerce,  as  follows: 


Qrand  division  md  ooantry. 


llonth  of  NoTemlMr— 


UU 


uu 


11  months  ended 
Novflmbor— 


UU 


1014 


mroBTs  noi 


Qnnd  dlTbloos: 

Eoropt  

Nonii  Amerks. 
BoDth  America. 

Asia...   

Oceania  

Africa  


Total. 


Fiiiwl|Ml  oounlrfts: 

AmMarBangtrj  

Bolglum  

Fraooe  

Germany  

ItBly  , 

Netberlands  

Norway  

Busfla  In  EoTDpa  .., 

Spain  

Sweden  

Bvltseriand  

United  Kinidani  , 

Canada  ...... 

Mexico  

Cuba  , 

Arnntln  

Braifl  

Chile  , 

China  

British  East  Indies  , 

Japan  , 

Australia  and  New  Zealand , 
^fll^plne  islaods  


iXPOKTa  lO— 


Otand  divisions: 

Europe  

North  America. 
South  America. 

Asia  

Oceania  

Alrlca  


Total. 


Principal  countries: 
A  U.S  t  r  la-U  ungary . 

Belgium  

Don  mar  ic  

France  

Germany  

QrMce.  

Italy  

Netherlands  

Norway  

Russia  In  Europe. 

Bpttin  

Sweden  

UnitPd  Kingdom. 

Canada  

Central  Amwlca.. 

Uexioo  

Cuba  


S56,0(n,e78 
38,119,665 
38, 762, 786 
26,565, Sis 
{,500,613 
2,444,116 


KO,  464, 675 

28,065,138 
IS. 242, 595 
17,075,983 
3,320,307 
702,364 


S493,17R,3»4 

472,0^,759 
288,590,443 
271,673,290 
62,996,497 
29,444.807 


1738,  .-iaS,  344 
412,731,441 

212. 146, 507 
24S,0S7.833 
46.  .^50,  m 
17,132,307 


155,496,675 


136,467,002 


1,006,764,190 


1,674,619,456 


238,942 
403,8.^3 
,740,015 
319,937 
,279,812 
665, 163 
C(»,083 
364.  £(B 
,787,333 
054,411 
,SS9,E08 
358,250 
945.  TOO 
805.332 
405,393 
817,962 
910,291 
SG6.403 
077.318 
,»I3.236 
,864.655 
,307,781 
,0M,24I 
,256,000 


1,  ■,'"i65 
:ii7.:il4 

7. 2j!l.  130 
ll,o:o.'W 
4,S5S,IS13 

2,  M4.S14 
l,Z01,r«8 

10,227 
2,ilS.lES 
1,576.537 
1,876.001 
20,647,033 
14.587,543 
7.113,834 
1.9  0,?39 
S.363. 167 
8,627,043 
2,286.714 
3.659.786 
1.467.421 
9,861,868 
725,773 
1,397,200 
Sfi».469 


e7,f:r.,:i57 
43,  111-',  r75 
47,1ft',  '00 
2S,.'Ol,r05 
6.  iTi.nrt 

a,(i:r,  101 

W.W/JTO 

io,(;o),4i4 

17.085,743 
231.192,617 
160,676.891 
77.382.112 
187.489.282 
84.123.283 
106.326.957 
83.863.249 
45,836.131 
65.123.002 
97.0fi0.488 
30.411,365 
20.612.619 
17,581,4€> 


14,457,688 
39,905,343 
08. 189.484 

140, 708, m 

ai,  131,751 
35,440,373 
11,040.078 
13.396,888 
30.406.739 
10.775.884 
19.311.539 
272,453.  OM 

isi.m.ifis 

80,894. 117 
139,903.804 
63,403.255 
85.700. 301 
33.582.718 
33,842,2381 
69.485,250 
98,690,180 
32,578.681 
21.739.573 
U,  218.413 


331,493,415 
54,035.569 
14,020,665 
10,866,644 
8,506,703 
3,755,715 


144,780,479 
36,871,5») 
6,205.860 
10,074,549 
6,469,412 
1,573,449 


2,809,347,385 
497,658,461 
130.685,894 
133,730.672 
86.098.813 
81,881,034 


1,149,094,586 
449,083.753 
85,641.503 
68,616,787 
71.333,168 
33,632.718 


327,678,803 


305,578,333 


3, 188.  in,  250 


1,687.910,493 


2, 
6, 
<2. 

1, 
26, 
5, 
4, 
17, 

Hi 

6, 
101 

33, 
2, 
3, 

U, 


639,520 
lf*4,10«i 
950.570 
1.045 
027.598 
160,026 
M4.5S3 
fiKO.077 
009,251 
058.561 
G04.243 
842,602 
552.314 
865,753 
n2,807 
094,766 


121.816 
13. 032.  HIS 
20,864.579 
43.136 
1.089.  IS6 
17,011.754 
7.091,093 
3,770. S20 

3,170.439 
7.406.940 
69.631.907 
23.470,692 
3.178.274 
3,173,853 
5,614,886 


lot,  635 
30.707.508 
67.SQ8.310 

451,735.332 
11.788.852 
24,994.878 

248,356.238 

137, 701.003 
42,214.860 

101,0:6,781 
42,021.130 
78,444,681 
1,066,019.314 

308,916,943 
33.841,4» 
88.577.808 
83,186,810 


12,7gft.«H 
34.012.741 
33,896-317 
132,518,363 
156.100.051 
6.249.245 
71,769.513 
88,316,009 
10,588.299 
21.780.633 
23,758,874 
23,970,851 
616.949.0*1 
39J,  336.535 
84,440.188 
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rt      J  ......          .  . 

unaQ  uinsion  ina  connirj. 

Month  of  Nowmbar— 

11  numtbs  «nded 

1014 

1915 

1914 

sxpoan  TO— CMLtlnoed. 

Friadpol  coantrlw— Contintied. 

14,333,140 

11,207, 3.'0 

f47,lW.097 

125,606.610 

3.274,968 

1,091.030 

31,9ir>.K47 

21.fU3  KdO 

rhtvt 

2.43S.2M 

700  syo 

Ifl.  23:1. 995 

13.332.440 

810.513 

l,160.Bt3 

17.8SS  035 

19,531  459 

1,705.459 

1.190,439 

14.2.(U.(H7 

9,5.36.253 

4,260,(159 

4.550.995 

40  5SM.541 

3C.fi.W,7S8 

7. 708. 489 

2,1.W.3*>5 

37.544.W1 

3  26,5.077 

6.73.^.314 

4. 76.'],  440 

60,  IJO  137 

49.014.005 

1,686.430 

i,6^^,m 

24.910.270 

21,113.524 

1,892,773 

i,iw,2e» 

21,  tt) 7. 742 

I4,att3.845 

Items  by  Onmis. 

The  imports  and  exports  by  g:reat  groups  during  the  month  of 
November  and  th«  11  months  ended  November  ore  presented  in  the 
following  statement : 


Groups. 

Uonth  of  Norembo^ 

11  months  ended 
NoremlMr— 

1915 

lOU 

1915 

1914 

I11P0RT3. 

Crude  niBlerials  for  vet  in  manufacturtcif;  

FoodslaCn  Incrude  con.iitioniuid  food  Rnimnh. 

Foodsiufl:^  partly  or  wliolly  ni;ioufacUi-e!l  

Humfutorc  1  for  furtherucin  manutac'.uriue. 

161.713.910 
23,IM7.807 
lH,2K5,30n 
21.944.444 
20,749,3ai 
1,3S5,£03 

«38,120,210 
I9,*31,43a 
13,482.343 

31,t(5tt,9r8 
1.732,832 

1616.713.575 
221.3  >7.r.7M 
2.M!,«17,035 
23'>.l2«.m7 
2U4.f7R,  127 
13.039,738 

S563,73I.S84 
210.771,040 
240.089,283 
2.MJ.XI8,691 
878,625,288 
lS,S63,aC7 

EXPORW. 

Crode  mVertels  for  u«e  in  manufictarlne  

roods(B(T<  In  crude  condition  and  fold  animals. . 
Foodstntf;  partly  or  wholly  laanufac.ured. . . . 
Uannfncturc!  for  further U'W In manotocturlng. 

155,4r.,6T5 

126,467,032  l.«0!).764,ig0  1  1,674,819.466 

44,377,040 
25,»«.(I50 
4NW,30i 
4C,3.<(1.920 
149,517,092 
6,5H7,598 

42,346,511 

36,890,642 
31,1,W,374 
26,669.0.^)8 
63,238.328 
6,704,710 

.■il9,.^82,125 
378,012,137 
551,7-!-l,079 
41.5.e.MI9 
1,153  9fifl  309 
113,911,950 

433,385,003 
223, 555,  WO 
271,116,186 
31fi,l.lf),287 
672, 7S2,902 
13,312,  I2U 

321.15.3,514 
G, 526,388 

200, 'OS  223 
5,870.110 

3.133,241,719 
&4,9I5,;31 

1,830,413,538 
37,577,954 

327, 678,  MB 

20j,b78,333 

3,188,187,250  j  1,867,901,402 

American  Onion  Seed  for  Bermuda. 

Experiments  with  American  onion  seed  in  Bermudii  are  proving 
BO  satisfactory  that  it  is  quite  likely  future  purchases  will  be  made 
from  California  rather  than  from  Teneriffe,  Canary  Islands,  which 
hitlierto  has  been  the  exclusive  source  of  seed  for  Bernuichi.  Consul 
Carl  B.  Loop  repoi-ts  that  this  seed  was  supplied  gratis  to  the  Direc- 
tor of  Agrieultnre  for  Bermuda  by  a  Los  Angeles  firm  of  seed 
growers. 

Interested  persons  may  examine  at  the  district  offices  of  the  Bureau 
in  New  York  and  Boston  and  at  the  cooperative  office  in  the  Phila- 
delphia Chamber  of  Commerce  a  special  statistical  statement  of  the 
imports  of  carpets  and  russ  into  South  American  countries.  Refer 
to  file  89. 
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SHIPFING  FACniTIES  UJUITED  STATES  AITD  ITEW  ZEALAKD. 

The  American  consul  general  at  Auckland,  New  Zealand,  reports 
under  date  of  December  16,  1915,  that  trade  between  New  Zealand 
and  the  United  States  is  seriously  handicapped  by  lack  of  shipping 
nccommodations. 

The  consul  general  considers  it  necessary,  in  order  that  American 
exporters  may  compete  for  business  in  New  Zealand  on  equal  terms 
with  the  exporters  of  otlier  countries,  that  American  interests  estab- 
lish at  least  one  first-class  steamship  line  under  the  American  flag 
which  would  maintain  a  regular  service  to  ports  in  New  Zealand  and 
Australasia  from  New  York  through  the  Panama  Canal  and  from 
San  Francisco. 

Service  with  PaolAc  Coast  Ports. 

At  present  there  is  a  biweekly  service  to  New  Zealand  from  the 
Pacific  coast  ports  of  the  United  States  and  Canada,  maintained  by 
the  Union  Steamship  Co.  (Ltd.),  which  is  subsidized  by  the  New 
Zealand  and  Canadian  Governments.  American  mail  is  carried  on 
steamers  of  this  line. 

Being  subsidized  by  the  two  Governments  mentioned,  the  Union 
Steamship  Co.  is  obliged  to  serve  New  Zealand  and  Canadian  inter- 
ests first  of  all  and  gives  preference  to  bookings  of  Canadian  cargo. 
Furthermore,  the  line  enjoys  a  practical  monopoly  and  shippers  are 
'Without  the  benefit  of  competition  in  the  matter  of  freight  rates. 

American  business  suffers  a  further  hindrance  from  the  fact  that 
the  Union  Steamshii>  Line  does  not  quote  through  rates  from  Well- 
ington to  interior  points  in  the  United  States. 
Ho  Begvlar  Serriee  with  Atlantlo  f  orti. 

There  are  no  reg^ular  sailings  between  ports  in  New  Zealand  and 
those  on  the  Atlantic  coast  of  the  United  States,  at  which  the  greater 

part  of  American  exports  to  New  Zealand  originate.    During  the 

?uarter  ended  September  30,  1915,  the  imports  into  New  Zealand 
rom  the  Atlantic  coast  of  the  United  States  increased  by  more  than 
$600,000  as  compared  with  the  same  quarter  of  1914,  and  it  was  esti- 
mated that  the  increase  for  the  quarter  ended  December  31  would  be 
double  that  amount. 

Certain  Canadian  firms  make  a  practice  of  supplying  samples  of 
hosiery  and  like  goods  to  New  Zealand  importers  free  of  charge, 
and  the  New  Zealand  Shipping  Co.,  which  has  sailings  from  Mont- 
real, carries  these  samples  to  New  Zealand  ports  free  of  charge  in 
the  interest  of  Canadian-New  Zealand  business. 


HuinlterB  and  Signal  Letten  Awarded  Vessels. 

Official  numbers  and  signal  letters  awarded  to  merchant  vessels  by 
the  United  States  Bureau  of  Navigation  during  the  week  ended 
January  22,  1916,  included  among  the  larger  steam-screw  craft: 
Steamer  Dade^  formerly  the  Cuban  steamer  Josef,ta^  1,151  gross  ton- 
nage and  759  net;  No.  213863  and  LFRT;  Eurana^  5,915  gross  and 
3,579  net;  No.  213861  and  LFRS.  The  former  was  built  in  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  in  1887  and  its  home  port  is  New  York;  tlw  latter  built 
in  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  in  1916,  home  port  Savannah. 
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BBIXISH  COIUUBIA  TAADE  COIfDITIOKS  aiTIET. 


[TiM  Consol  B.  H.  Newcomb,  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  Cnnada.  Dec.  IS.] 

Business  at  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  for  the  fii*st  11  months 
of  1915  was  not  so  satisfactory  as  for  1914.  Trade  was  generally 
quiet,  and  in  some  cases  restricted.  Considerable  unemployment 
exists. 

A  substantial  amount  of  money  is  tied  up  in  realty  sjwculation, 
which  is,  for  the  most  part,  unproductive.  The  only  important 
Government  work  now  in  progress  is  on  a  large  breakwater,  with 
piers,  at  the  Outer  Wharf,  inVictoria.  Tlie  total  cost  of  this  im- 
provement will  be  between  $1^,000,000  and  $4,000,000.  The  city  has 
just  completed  a  new  waterworks  system  at  a  cost  of  $3,000,000. 

Lack  of  ships,  due  to  the  war  and  the  closing  of  the  Panama  Canal, 
has  created  unfavorable  conditions  in  the  Inmoer  industry  in  British 
Columbia,  but  good  business,  is  anticipated  after  the  war.  In  addi- 
tion, the  Prairie  Provinces  are  expected  to  be  good  buyers  of  lumber, 
as  a  result  of  their  experiencing  one  of  the  most  successful  wheat 
crops  in  their  history. 

fisheries  Pavored  by  Quick  Transportatioii. 

In  fisheries  great  progress  has  been  made  possible  by  tlie  rail 
connection  of  Prince  Rupert  with  the  East  by  tlie  Grand  Trunk 
Railway.  Fish  shipments  may  thus  be  delivered  in  Montreal  within 
five  days.  The  quick  transportation  gives  Prince  Rupert  a  distinct 
advantage  as  a  collectingand  distributing  depot  for  halibut,  salmon, 
and  cod  caught  in  northTacific  waters  over  Victoria,  Vancouver,  and 
Seattle-  The  salmon  catch  exceeded  expectations  for  an  off  year 
and  demand  and  prices  have  been  satisfactory. 

During  the  past  year  mining  of  all  classes  has  revived,  bringing 
increased  employment  and  orders  for  equipment  and  supplies.  The 
coal  mines  at  Nanaimo  report  a  noticeable  gain  in  business,  and  the 
mines  of  the  district  sliowed  an  increase  for  October  over  the  preced- 
ing month. 


OOTEBRHENT  EHFIOTS  WOOI  EXFEST  DT  SOTTTH  AFRICA. 


A  Government  wool  expert  for  a  portion  of  the  Cape  Province 
has  been  appointed,  with  head  oilices  at  Port  Elizabeth.  The  sec- 
tion of  territory  over  which  he  has  supervision  comprises  about  one- 
third  of  the  Port  Elizabeth  considar  district.  It  contains  some  of 
the  best  wool-producing  country. 

The  Government's  expert  work  consists  of  advising  sheep  farmers 
as  to  the  best  methods  of  culling,  grading,  and  mating  sheep,  com- 
bined with  practical  demonstrations  of  methods  of  shearing  and 
preparing  wool  for  the  market.  The  expert  will  visit  farms  and  give 
ad\'ice  by  correspondence. 

The  percentage  of  faulty  wools  placed  on  the  market  at  East 
London  and  Port  Elizabeth  has  always  been  too  high,  and  better 
results  are  hoped  for  as  the  I'esult  of  cxi}ert  advice.  American  buyers 
have  recently  invested  heavily  in  South  African  wools  and  will 


[Consul  13.  A.  Wakoflpia,  Port  Ellznlioth,  Not.  19.1 
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HQTOB  CABS'  FOFULAIUTT  OBOWIHO  IH  HOlIDTraAS. 

[Consul  E.  U.  Lawton,  Te^clgalpa,  Dec.  IS.] 

The  increasing  demand  for  automobiles  in  Honduras  has  been  em- 
phasized by  the  Tegucigalpa  consulate  (see  Cohmebce  Reports  for 
April  24,  1915,  and  August  5,  1915,  and  "Foreign  Trade  Opportuni- 
.ties  "  Nos.  16322  and  17072).  Each  of  these  reports  was  foUowed  by 
an  American  sale.  The  increasing  popularity  of  the  automobile  has 
developed  within  the  past  year  and  a  half,  previous  to  which  thb 
only  automobiles  in  service  in  this  consular  district  were  three  ma- 
chines owned  by  the  Government  or  Government  officials.  There 
are  now  25  licensed  automobiles  in  Tegucigalpa,  besides  5  belonging 
to  the  Honduras  Government  and  2  others  as  yet  unlicensed.  There 
are  also  10  cars  which  were  recently  ordered  from  the  United  States 
or  are  in  transit  to  Honduras. 

Imported  Ooods  KeccWed  in  Kotor  Trucks. 

Of  the  several  cars  in  actual  service  here,  there  are  6  freight  trucks, 
1  nmabout,  15  five-passenger  and  9  seven-passMiger  touring  cars,  and 
1  limousine.  The  motor  trucks  are  of  from  2-ton  to  7-ton  capacity. 
Of  the  cars  which-  have  been  ordered,  4  are  seven-passenger,  4  are 
five-passenger,  and  2  are  trucks  of  1  and  2  tons  capacity.  Motor 
tracks  are  used  for  hauling  imported  goods  from  the  Pacific  port 
of  Amapala  over  the  recently  rebuilt  nighway  to  Tegucigalpa,  a 
distance  of  approximately  90  miles.  It  is  this  road  which  has  done 
so  much  to  make  automobiles  popular  in  Honduraa  Th^  are  no 
railroads,  and  the  section  is  largely  rough  or  mountainous.  As  a 
result  this  one  good  automobile  road  from  Tegucigalpa  to  the  Pacific 
is  an  important  factor  in  the  handling  of  imports  and  exports,  and 
in  addition  affords  the  only  good  run  out  of  the  city  itself,  where  the 
streets  are  too  narrow  and  roughly  paved  to  permit  much  automo- 
bilin^.  The  Federal  Government  is  making  a  great  effort,  as  far  as 
the  limited  revenue  available  will  permit,  to  extend  similar  roads  to 
the  north  coast  by  way  of  Comayagua,  the  old  capital,  and  also  to 
Juticalpa,  the  second  city  of  the  Bepuhlic  and  center  of  the  cattie 
industry. 

Diplomas  Granted  for  Skill  with  Kotor  Cars. 

The  Government  automobile  school,  a  practical  training  school  for 
drivers  and  mechanicians,  has  been  in  operation  for  a  year  and  has 
already  graduated  several  young  men,  who  must  each  study  and 
qualify  for  the  practical  assembling  and  handling  of  cars  of  all 
classes  before  receiving  Government  diplomas.  The  Government  has 
encouraged  in  every  way  the  introduction  of  motor  cars. 

When  the  actual  expense  is  considered  of  importing  even  the 
cheaper  grade  of  cars,  the  volume  of  this  industry,  purely  American 
up  to  the  present  time,  will  be  appreciated.  For  example,  a  5-ton 
trudc  which  cost  $5,000  in  New  York  City  packed  for  export  repre- 
sented an  actual  outlay  of  about  $7,000  by  the  time  it  was  delivered 
in  this  city,  not  countmg  any  customs  duties.  A  7-ton  truck  which 
recently  arrived  here  remained  at  Panama  more  than  four  months, 
awaiting  a  steamer  with  hoisting  taclde  strong  enough  for  unloading 
a  truck  of  that  weight  at  the  Honduras  port.  Meanwhile  a  high- 
salaried  American  expert,  who  had  been  under  contract  for  six 
months  to  demonstrate  and  handle  the  truck,  was  waiting  here  at  the 
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exjpense  of  the  purchaser.  An  American  company  engaged  in 
freight  and  passenger  business  shows  a  bill  of  expimses  for  five  cars 
of  ^00  in  New  York  for  only  two  months*  supply  of  tires  and 
repairs. 

Good  Boad  Would  Increase  Furoliafet. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  any  plan  for  financing  the  building  of  a 
good  rond  from  here  to  the  north  const  (about  150  miles  to  tlie  con- 
necting railroad)  would  also  bring  a  large  increase  in  motor-car  pur- 
chases. This  city  is  now  a  three-weeks  trip  from  New  York  for  pas- 
sen^rs,  six  weeks  for  parcel-post  mail,  and  about  two  months  for 
ordinary  freight  shipments.  With  an  automobile  road,  passeiijgers 
and  mail  could  be  landed  here  within  one  week  from  New  York, 
and  light  freight  almost  as  soon.  As  there  ai*e  no  railroads  in  Hon- 
duras except  on  the  extreme  north  coast,  motor  cars  would  have  a 
more  general  use  than  in  countries  even  more  thickly  populated. 

There  is  but  one  public  garage  in  Tegucigalpa. 

CA  list  of  the  names  of  aatomobile  owners,  with  the  makes  ana  namber  of 
cars  owned,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Dom^tlc  Com- 
merce or  its  district  offices.   Refer  to  flte  No.  71226.] 


Some  public  improvements  are  about  to  be  made  in  and  about  the 
city  of  Copenhagen,  and  about  $9,000,000  is  to  be  expended.  The 
electric  lighting  plant  is  to  be  enlarged  and  more  cables  laid,  costing 
about  $2,000,000.  The  municipal  gas  works  want  about  $1,500,000 
for  new  plants.  The  waterworks  system  must  increase  its  capacity 
and  will  spend  about  $1,000,000  during  the  next  few  years. 

Tlie  municipal  street-car  service  needs  attention  and  will  require 
about  $1,000,000  for  new  cai*s  and  the  building  of  new  lines.  The 
city  engineers  have  advanced  a  plan  for  the  heating  of  the  street 
cars.  Hospital  additions  are  estimated  to  require  an  expenditure  of 
$750,000.  School  buildings  to  be  erected  need  $475,000.  The  putting 
in  of  new  sewers  and  new  street  paving  will  entail  an  expenditure  of 
$1^,000. 

These  items  form  the  leading  public  improvements  that  will  be 
undertaken  by  the  city  of  Copenhagen  during  the  next  fiscal  year. 


black:  WAUnrx  prices  rAvoB  fbobuction. 

The  present  year  is  regarded  bv  the  United  States  Department  of 
A^culture  as  a  most  favorable  time  for  increased  planting  of 
black-walnut  trees  in  the  United  States  because  of  the  present  heavy 
crop  of  nuts.  The  value  of  the  tree  is  attributed  to  the  very  high 
lasting  qualities  of  its  wood  and  the  moderately  rapid  rate  of  growth 


extends  from  southern  New  England  west  to  the  Central  States  and 
south  to  South  Carolina  and  along  the  northern  portion  of  the  Gulf 
States  to  Oklahoma.  The  finest  growth  takes  place  in  the  rich  coves 
of  the  Iowa*  Appalachians  and  over  the  Ohio  and  central  Mississippi 
ba^ns. 

The  price  of  black-walnut  lumber  in  recent  years  has  been  con- 
sistently high. 


FTTBLIG  IHFBOTEHEirCS  IN  COFENHAOEK. 

[ConsQl  General  E.  D.  Winslow,  CopcnbageD,  Denmark. 


is  practicable 
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HALT  AND  HOPS  IK  ABaEHTINA. 

IVlce  CoDsat  Jobn  8.  Calvert,  Baenos  Aires,  Dec.  18.1  ■ 

Practically  all  the  malt  and  hops  consumed  in  Argentina  are  of 
foreign  origin,  as  there  is  little  or  no  domestic  production.  During 
1913,  a  normal  year,  the  imports  of  malt  into  the  Republic  ag^re^ted 
64^14,532  pounds,  of  which  Austria-Hungary  furnished  49,596,461 
pounds,  Germany  4,560,845,  Belgium  94,247,  the  United  Kingdom 
44,010,  and  Italy  12,963  pounds.  In  1914  imports  totaled  38.555,339 

f)ounds,  and  in  the  first  nine  months  of  1915,  19,543,750  pounds.  Of 
lOps,  the  imports  during  1913  totaled  840,644  pounds,  of  which  Ger- 
many supplied  768,599  pounds,  Austria- Hungary  684^5,  and  tiie 
United  States  2,685  pounds;  in  1914,  602,761  pounds;  in  the  first 
nine  months  of  1915,  258,273  pounds. 

When  the  European  war  broke  out  practically  all  the  breweries 
carried  very  large  stocks  of  malt  and  hops  and  the  falling  off  in  the 
imports  has  not  in  any  way  created  a  shortage  here.  However,  dur- 
ing 1914  and  1915,  for  which  years  no  statistical  divisions  by 
countries  are  available,  it  is  learned  that  Chile  has  become  an  im- 
portant purveyor  of  malt  to  Argentina,  which  brewers  say  is  of 
extremely  ^ood  quality.  The  customs  duty  on  malt  imported  into 
Argentina  is  10  per  cent  on  a  set  valuation  of  $0.0482  United  States 
currency  per  kilo  of  2.2046  pounds  ($0.02186  per  pound).  On  hops 
the  duty  is  5  per  cent  on  a  set  valuation  of  $0,482  per  kilo  (0.2186 
per  pound).  Besides  this,  there  is  a  surtax  of  2  per  cent  and  an 
additional  tax,  known  as  a  statistical  charge,  of  2  per  mille  on  both 
the  malt  and  the  hops. 

]>oa(!stlo  Prodnctloii  of  Halt. 

Argentina  extends  from  two  degrees  north  of  the  Tropic  of  Capri- 
corn down  to  latitude  55"  S.  In  this  long  expanse  of  country,  whose 
northern  extremity  lies  in  the  Torrid  Zone  and  whose  southern  end 
almost  touches  the  Antarctic  Circle,  there  is  a  considerable  variation 
in  climate.  The  central  portion  of  the  Republic,  however,  is  ht^ 
adapted  to  agriculture  and  the  raising  of  live  stock,  the  nation's  two 
richest  r^urces.  Wheat,  maize,  oats,  and  linseed  are  the  principal 
crops.  Barley  is  cultivated  in  very  limited  quantities;  the  total  area 
under  cultivation  in  1913  did  not  exceed  417,500  acres.  During  that 
same  year  approximately  40,000  tons  of  barley  were  exported  to 
other  countries.  No  special  attention  is  given  to  the  cultivation  of 
the  barley  grown  here,  and  whether  it  would  produce  the  best  grades 
of  malt  would  be  for  technical  experts  to  decide. 

Hop  growing  was  tried  as  far  south  as  the  Territory  of  Chubut 
(latitude  44°  S.)  and  in  the  higher  altitudes  of  the  Province  of  Cata- 
marca,  and  both  experiments  were  successful,  although  no  hops 
have  been  produced  for  commercial  purposes. 

KaaufaotttK  of  Xalt  in  Arrentiiia. 

Some  years  a^o  the  Quilmes  Brewing  Co.,  probably  the  largest 
concern  of  its  kind  in  Argentina,  established,  in  connection  with  its 
brewery,  a  malt-manufacturing  plant.  The  output  of  this  plint 
was  for  the  brewery's  own  use.  The  plant  was  equipped  with  all 
modern  machinery,  but  it  has  never  proved  very  successful.  The 
brewery  is  now  importing  most  of  the  malt  it  consumes.  There  are 
no  other  malt-manuf  actunng  plants  in  Argentina. 
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Co&eeMlon  for  Halt  Ent^rprtie. 

In  the  matter  of  securing  a  concession  in  Argentina  for  the  excht- 
sive  right  to  manufacture  malt  for  a  certain  number  of  years,  includ- 
ing exemption  from  ciistoms  duties  on  the  machinery  and  equipment 
destined  for  the  industry  and  from  certain  internal  taxes,  a  petition 
embodying  the  request  for  such  a  concession  must  be  presented  to  the 
Argentine  National  Congr^.  For  industries  here  which  directly 
develop  national  resources,  certain  concessions  of  lands,  exemption 
from  certain  taxes  and  duties,  etc.,  are  quite  often  granted,  although 
always  after  a  careful  investigation  by  Congress. 

The  local  brewers  demand  only  the  finest  two-rowed  malt,  stating 
that  six-rowed  malt  is  quite  imsuitable  for  their  beers.  Hops,  too,  of 
the  very  best  quality  are  called  for,  and  to  reach  here  in  perfect  con- 
dition uiey  must  be  packed  in  tin  or  zinc  lined  cases. 

The  production  of  beer  in  Argentina  in  1913  amounted  to  125,- 
530,430,  Uters  (33,161,435  gaUons) . 

SHOBTAGE  OF  aTrOflHE  VX  IKBIA. 

[Consul  Jamea  Ollrer  Lalng,  Karachi,  Dec.  4.] 

There  is  a  wide  demand  for  quinine  in  the  Karachi  consular  dis- 
trict, and  from  press  reports  this  applies  to  all  India,  including 
Burma.  Malaria  is  prevalent  here,  where  mangrove  swamps  and 
nuiet  estuaries  along  the  coast  are  supplemented  as  breeding  places 
lor  the  malaria-carrying  mosquito  by  mland  irrigation  ditches  and 
small  takes. 

Quinine-distributing  stations  are  maintained  throughout  the  coun- 
try by  the  Government,  the  country  post  offices  being  utilized  for  this 
purpose.  The  natives  are  learning  the  value  of  the  drug,  but  they 
go  to  the  quinine  depots  chiefly  after  they  have  contracted  the  dis- 
ease. Euro|>eans  here  usually  take  about  10  grains  one  day  each  we^ 
as  a  preventive  measure. 

It  was  formerly  the  custom  to  distribute  quinine  not  only  directly 
to  natives  throu^  depots  but  also  through  zemindars  (landowner^ 
to  the  ryots  (small  farmers).  This  supply  has  now  been  cut  on, 
stocks  in  hand  h&ng  very  short,  and  local  prices  have  doubled. 

[The  names  of  five  drng-store  proprietors  in  Karachi  may  be  obtnlned  from 
the  Buroiu  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  ofQccs ;  refer  to 
file  Mo.  71604.] 

TESTS  FOE  anX  ABABIC. 

A  study  of  many  of  the  published  tests  for  gum  arabic,  with  de- 
scriptions of  attempts  to  find  others  than  the  few  that  proved  to  be 
reliable,  has  been  published  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Stand- 
ards. It  was  found  that  basic  lead  acetate  gave  the  most  charac- 
teristic reaction,  while  mixtures  of  copper  sulphate  and  sodium  hy- 
droxide and  of  neutral  ferric  chloride  and  alcohol  are  of  value  as 
confirmatory  tests.  Dextrin  and  gum  ghatti  were  subjected  to  the 
same  tests.  A  summary  of  the  more  important  methods  that  have 
been  proposed  for  the  quantitative  estimation  of  gum  arabic  is  next 
given,  followed  by  a  description  of  the  steps  that  led  the  investigators 
at  the  Bureau  to  the  use  of  alcoholic  copper  acetate-ammonia  solu- 
tion for  this  determination.  Technologic  Paper  No.  67,  "  Some 
qualitative  tests  for  gam  arabic  and  its  quantitative  determination," 
may  be  obtained  by  interested  persons  from  the  United  States  Burea 
of  Standards.  /^^^^u 
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AMEBICAK  AUTOMOBILES  IN  HONOKOHO. 

IConsnl  General  George  E.  Anderson,  Uongkoos,  British  China,  Not.  29.1 

Of  the  80  nutoniobiles  now  in  use  in  Hor^kong,  74  are  American. 
Four  years  ago  there  was  not  an  automobile  in  the  colony.  Since 
that  time  the  Chinese  have  taken  up  the  use  of  motor  cars  for 
pleasure  trips  about  the  city  of  Victoria  (Hongkong)  and  a  number 
of  foreign  i-esidents  have  found  it  practicable  to  use  lighter-weight 
cars  on  roads  to  various  golf  links  and  other  country  places.  ThA 
tendency  has  been  to  buy  standard  American  machines  as  best 
suited  to  the  trade  in  price,  and  to  the  needs  of  the  colony  in  point 
of  service. 

Boad  ImproTcmeitt  Aid  to  Trafflo. 

The  chief  element  in  tlie  progress  of  the  business  has  been  in  the 
improvement  of  roads  for  the  purpose  of  accommodating  automo- 
bile traffic.  In  the  city  and  immediate  vicinity  of  Victoria,  automo- 
bile guide  posts  have  oeen  erected  in  keeping  with  the  terms  of  the 
ordinance  governing  automobile  traffic ;  and  many  of  the  streets  and 
roads  about  the  city  and  xncinity  have  been  strengthened  so  as  to 
carry  even  some  of  the  heavier  cars  with  increased  safety. 

On  the  hillsides  and  upper  levels  of  the  colony  sedan  chairs  and 
jinrickshas  are  the  only  means  of  transportation  available,  but  in 
practically  all  other  portions  of  tlie  colony  a  system  of  well-ballasted 
automobile  roads  is  being  evolved. 

Last  suminer  a  road  fi*om  Kowloon  to  the  Fan-Ling  golf  course  was 
opened  offering  a  dnvc  of  about  20  miles  into  the  interior.  Another 
road  passing  farther  around  the  island  than  has  heretofore  existed, 
and  reacliing  the  Deep  Water  Bay  golf  course,  has  just  been  opened 
to  machine  travel.  While  nearly  all  lines  of  road  building  and 
similar  improvements  have  been  held  back  recently,  work  on  these 
through  automobile  roads  has  been  continued  without  interruption. 

At  the  present  rate  of  progress,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  there 
will  be  a  satisfactory  system  of  roads  in  Hongkong.  Nevertheless 
the  automobile  trade  is  of  necessity  limited;  the  roads  are  winding, 
narrow,  and  steep  in  many  places,  and  the  mileage  is  small.  Tlie 

i>resent  trade  is  surprisingly  large  considering  all  the  difficulties  it 
Las  had  to  overcome. 

NONSLIF  HOI^ESHOES  NEEDED  IN  CUBA. 

rSpeclnl  Agent  Oarmnl  Ilarrla-l 

There  should  be  a  I'eady  sale  in  Habana  for  a  nonslip  horseshoe. 
Most  of  tlie  sti-eets  are  paved  with  vitrified  brick.  They  are  as 
hard  as  iron,  and  the  city's  heavy  traffic  has  worn  them  perfectly 
smooth,  so  tiiat  after  a  .sliower  they  are  very  slippery.  Over  2,000 
one-hoi"st*  cabs  are  in  use  in  Habana,  and  it  is  a  common  sight  to  see 
a  horse  flat  on  the  ground  from  having  slipped.  At  other  times  he 
will  "  skate with  his  own  momentum.  There  are  also  thousands  of 
draft  animals  owned  in  the  city,  and  the  slippery  streets  prevent  their 
pulling  a  full  load,  for  shoes  soon  wear  smooth  and  afford  no  pur- 
chase on  the  bricks.  A  nonslip  horseshoe  would  fill  a  real  need. 

[The  adtli-esses  of  Unbana  Oealei-s  In  Imrdware  appear  in  the  Trade  Directory 
r  Central  America  and  the  West  Indies  that  was  receutly  lasueil  by  the  Bureau 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  copies  of  wlUch  may  be  obtained  from  the 
wrintendent  of  Documents,  Govemment  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.  O, 
''rom  any  of  the  Bureau's  district  offices ;  price,  60  crats.] 
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COBSTBTrCTXOS  WOBX  ABBOAB. 

MEXICO. 

ITIce  ConsDl  A.  OordoD  Brovo,  Hazatlan,.  Mexico.] 

toigatltm  Plant  In  Slnaloa. 

The  only  construction  work  initiated  in  the  district  during  the 
last  part  of  1915  was  that  of  the  Japanese  colony  on  the  Ocoroni 
River,  near  Naranjo  Station,  Southern  Pacific  Kailroad  of  Mexico. 
This  colony  is  putting  in  an  irrigation  ptant^  and  the  machinery 
has  be^  oraerea  from  the  United  States. 

HEW  ZEALAHD. 

IConsul  General  Alfred  A.  Winslov,  Aucklnml,  Dec.  22.] 
Sehool  Balldlng,  T.  W.  C.  A.  Home,  and  Hospital. 

A  free  kindergarten  building,  of  brick,  stone,  and  steel,  to  cost 
$27,607,  is  to  be  erected  in  Auckland  early  in  1916.  The  outer  walls 
are  to  be  of  hollow  construction  and  the  inner  walls  solid  brick. 
The  main  hall  is  30  by  40  feet,  with  three  classrooms  connected. 
This  is  the  fourth  free  Undergarten  in  Auckland. 

The  Yoimg  Women's  Christian  Association  in  Auckland  has  se- 
lected a  site  for  a  new  association  building,  of  brick  and  steel  con- 
struction, to  cost  $48,665.  Work  is  to  begin  early  in  1916.  It  is  to 
be  up-to-date  in  every  particular,  with  an  audience  room  to  seat  400, 
gymnasium,  rest  rooms,  dining  room,  and  accommodation  for  30 
lodgers. 

The  Auckland  Hospital  Board  has  decided  to  erect  a  brick-and- 
stone  addition  to  the  Auckland  City  Hospital,  to  cost  $77,864,  and 
an  addition  to  the  Costley  home  for  incurable  patients,  at  a  cost  of 
$24,332.    Plans  are  to  be  prepared  early  in  1916. 


CANADA  WAITTS  PLAX-EABTXSTINa  KACHDIE. 

CCoBSUl  Fred  C.  Slater,  Saraia.  Ontario,  Jan.  20,  supnlemeatlng  article  la  COHtnaci 
Rkk>rts  for  Sept.  20.  1015.1 

The  Canadian  Flax  Growers  Association  is  much  inter^ted  in 
obtaining  a  successful  flax-pulling  machine,  claiming  that  its  lack 
hinders  uie  more  extensive  cultivation  of  the  plant.  The  association 
is  ready  to  assist  any  inventor  whose  machine  bids  fair  to  become  a 
success  and,  I  am  credibly  informed,  is  about  to  ask  Parliament  to 
oflfer  a  reward  of  $10,000  to  this  end.  As  cutting  is  no  longer  con- 
sidered injurious  to  the  fiber  if  the  plant  is  cut  close  to  the  ground, 
it  would  seem  that  a  suitable  mower  would  be  the  type  of  mechanism 
wanted.  There  is,  however,  the  objection  to  this  type  that  the  blades 
are  apt  to  "  ^im  "  and  stall  the  machine. 

The  association  has  agreed  to  discard  the  old  dew-retting  process 
for  water  retting  and  is  seeking  to  have  graders  appointed  and  such 
laws  enacted  as  will  make  the  grading  universal  and  efficient. 

A  movement  is  on  foot  to  establish  a  flax  mill  at  Samia,  but  as  yet 
it  has  not  sufficiently  progressed  to  assure  the  industry.  The  pro- 
moters at  present  are  negotiating  with  the  farmers  to  ascertain  what 
acreage  will  be  available. 
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OBOWTH  OF  EAItACHZ-BirSHIBE  TRADE  HLEDIGTED. 

[Consul  James  OUver  I^lns,  Karachi,  India,  Not.  22.1 

It  is  probable  thnt  the  trade  between  Karachi  and  Bushire  will 

be  largely  inci'eased  in  tlie  future.  Bushire  is  situated  on  the  Persian 
Gulf,  at  the  northern  end  of  a  long  peninsula  running  i>arallel  to  the 
mainland.  It  has  a  population  of  18,000  to  20,000^  chiefly  Persians 
and  Arabs,  although  the  Persian  population  is  diminishing.  The 
inhabitants  ai*e  mostly  merchants,  brokers,  small  shopkeepers,  and 
coolie  laborers.  Manchester,  England,  controls  most  of  the  trade, 
and  the  larger  Bushire  houses  are  usually  representatives  of  Man- 
chester firms.  There  are  only  40  £uro|)ean  I'esidents. 

Sea  Terminus  of  Great  CaraTan  Bonie. 

The  importance  of  Bushire,  commercially,  lies  in  the  fact  that  it 
is  the  sea  terminus  of  the  great  caravan  route  through  the  middle 
of  Persia  via  Shiraz  and  Isfahan,  to  Teheran,  the  capital  of  Persia. 
Karachi  merchants  state  thnt  large  quantities  of  cotton  piece  goods 
are  bought  here  and  shipped  to  Bushire  for  the  caravan  trade. 
Among  these  shipments  ai'e  American  white  and  gray  cotton  piece 
goods.  Recently  a  fair-sized  shipment  of  American  iron  plates  and 
zinc  slieets  was  sent  from  Karaciii  to  Busliire.  Fre«|uent  steamship 
sailings  between  Karachi  and  Bushire  facilitate  this  trade. 

The  American  consulate  at  Karachi  receives,  from  time  to  time, 
invoices  covering  Persian  asafetida.  This  comes  as  a  rule  by  cara- 
van to  Bushire,  and  througli  Bushire  to  Karachi  by  steamer. 

There  is  a  Mohammedan  scliool  in  the  city,  with  350  boys,  who  are 
taught  English  by  an  Armenian  master.  This  makes  correspondence 
with  Bushu-e  iirnLs  easy,  as  almost  all  firms  have  men  in  their  em- 
ploy who  can  speak  and  write  English. 

The  prosperity  of  the  port  depends  largely  npon  the  prosperity  of 
up-country  districts.  Recent  disturbances  have  curtailed  the  caravan 
^ipments,  and  the  Karachi-Bushire  trade  has  suffered  accordingly. 

Tolvme  of  Trade  Affected  by  Tarions  Condltlont. 

The  Kazarun  route  from  Bushire  to  Shiraz  was  open  in  1913-14. 
Traffic  was  stopped  for  two  short  periods,  but  it  was  not  found  neces- 
sary to  close  the  trail  and  send  goods  by  another  route,  as  has  been 
necessary  several  times  in  late  years.  Last  February  British  firms  in 
Kazarun  suffered  losses  of  about  $25,000.  Owing  to  these  disturb- 
ances, and  also  partly  to  a  condition  of  stagnation  in  Nor^west 
India,  the  volume  of  I^ushire  trade  for  1913-14  decreased  by  about 
$030,000,  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The  drop  in  cotton  piece 
goods  alone  was  38  per  cent.  This  drop  was  felt  rather  severely  by 
several  Karachi  exporters.  Specie  imported  E^owed  a  decrease  of 
about  $:^30,000. 

Exports  from  Bushire  also  decreased  as  a  result  of  a  failure  of  the 
harvest.  This  did  not  affect  Karachi's  trade  greatly,  as  very  little 
is  imported  from  Bushire. 


The  exports  of  tin  plates  to  the  United  States  from  the  Swansea 
district,  according  to  invoices  certified,  decreased  in  value  from 
^88,214  in  1914  to  $25,354  in  1915. 
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WATEBPEOOF  WEAPFIHG  AKD  CASE-UHIHa  PAfEB. 

[Consul  Robert  Frawt,  Jr.,  Bahia,  Brazil,  Dec.  13.] 

The  Bahia  consulate  has  received  inquiries  about  the  market  here 
for  American  waterproof  wrapping  and  case  and  bale  lining  papers. 
Sami)les  of  these,  consisting  of  several  kinds  of  cloth-back  papers, 
described  as  waterproof  ana  air-tight,  and  several  case-lining  papers, 
described  as  being  made  of  two  sheets  of  paper  with  a  waterprooi 
composition  between,  were  shown  to  some  of  the  leading  paper  im- 
porters here.  They  stated  that  products  of  the  types  shown  were 
not  now  used  in  Bahia,  but  expressed  the  opinion  that  a  demand 
could  be  created  for  them,  if  their  cost  to  the  consumer  did  not  prove 
prohibitive. 

Such  paper  products  should  be  of  great  value  to  the  large  local 
cotton  mills,  and  cigar  and  cigarette  manufacturers,  who  now  use— 
and  mast  often  have  goods  damaged  on  that  account — only  a  com- 
paratively  cheap  rough-finished  wrapping  paper  manufactured  at  the 
city  of  Sao  Paulo,  Brazil.  With  this,  owing  to  the  import  duly, 
American  paper  of  a  similar  kind  can  not  compete. 

B^s  or  Jute-Covered  Balei  Extensively  Used. 

Apart  from  tobacco  manufactures  and  cotton  goods,  nothing  made 
or  produced  on  a  large  scale  in  this  vicinity  is  packed  otherwise  than 
in  oags  or  jute-covered  bales,  but  there  would  be  a  large  number  of 
miscellaneous  uses  for  these  papers,  if  their  cost  to  consumers  was 
not  so  high  as  to  make  their  emplojonent  impracticable.  A  custom- 
house broker,  to  whcm  the  samples  were  submitted,  stated  that  those 
intended  for  case  lining  (formed  of  two  sheets  with  waterproofing 
between)  would  be  subject  to  a  nominal  duty  of  200  reis  per  kilo,  and 
the  others  to  400  reis  per  kilo,  equivalent  at  present  exchange,  taking 
into  consideration  the  proportion  collected  in  gold^  and  subsidiary 
charges,  to  3.2  cents  and  6.1  cents  per  pound,  respectively. 

It  would  be  useless  to  offer  common  wrapping  paper  here,  as  it 
can  not  be  imported  in  competition  with  the  Sao  Paulo  product,  but 
a  really  waterproof,  air-proof  paper,  for  lining  cases  of  perishable 
goods,  such  as  cigars,  and  which  is  not  made  in  this  country,  might 
readily  find  a  market.  Correspondence  with  local  dealers  should  be 
in  Portuguese.  Quotations  may  be  in  American  money,  f.  o.  b.  New 
York,  but  weights  and  measurements  should  be  in  tiie  metric  system. 
It  would  be  an  excellent  idea  to  send  prospective  purchasers  small 
samples  by  mail,  with  price  and  information  concerning  each  printed 
on  it  in  Portuguese;  and  business  would  be  materially  facilitated  by 
quoting  payment  30  days  after  acceptance  of  draft. 

[A  list  of  tlw  prlnclpnl  Bahia  importeifi  of  wrapping  and  similar  papers,  and 
of  tbe  cotton,  cigar,  and  cigarette  manufacturers,  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices.  Refer  to  file 
No.  70888.1   

Correction. 

In  Commerce  Reports  for  November  5  an  artide  from  the  Atlanta 
district  office  of  the  Bureau  relative  to  conditions  in  the  cotton  belt 
stated  that  cotton  growers  were  realizing  a  profit  of  $50  per  bale.  It 
is  found  that  this  figure  represents  a  conservative  stat^ent  of  the 
return  to  the  grower,  exclusive  of  the  receipts  from  the  sale  of  cotton 
seed.  On  this  basis  the  profit  per  bale,  including  receipts  from  the 
sale  of  seed,  would  be  approximately  ^0. 
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FOREION  FBESS  COHUElTr  ON  TE&DE  GHASaES. 

Development  of  Hannfactarliig  in  Japan. 

Of  the  Japanese  imports  for  the  10  months  ending  October  31, 
1915j  raw  materials  and  manufactured  articles  requir^  for  further 
use  in  manufacturing  represented  more  than  80  per  cent.  Com- 
mercial Japan  cites  this  as  accentuating  the  change  that  has  come 
over  the  country's  developing  trade.  The  chief  materials  for  Jopan^s 
manufacturing  industries  were  the  animal  and  vegetable  nbers, 
which  in  the  10.  months  for  which  figures  are  given  amounted  to 
more  than  64J  per  cent  of  the  total  imports,  compared  with  54  per 
cent  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1914,  and  32  per  cent  for  the  13 
months  of  1913.  Of  these  raw  materials,  raw  cotton  repi*esents  con- 
siderably more  than  one^half  the  total  expenditure.  The  most  iiota- 
ble  development  in  the  import  trade  of  1915  was  the  rapid  growth 
in  the  demand  for  wool. 
Boath  Africa's  Seduced  Imports  of  Heat 

The  Cape  Argus,  of  Cape  Town,  points  out  that  the  virtual  extinc- 
tion of  the  trade  of  the  Union  of  Soutli  Africa  in  imported  meat  is 
a  notable  but  not  unexpected  feature  of  recent  customs  statistics. 
During  the  first  nine  months  of  1915  the  imports  of  fresh  and  frozen 
meat  amounted  to  only  10,957  pounds,  wliile  the  amoimt  in  the  cor- 
responding period  of  1914  was  737,950  poimds. 
Egyptian  Sobools  DcTcIop  Industry. 

The  possibility  of  establishing  new  and  distinctive  Egyptian  in- 
dustries is  suggested  by  the  Egyptian  Mail,  of  Cairo,  in  discussing 
an  exhibition  of  pupils*  work  fi-om  the  schools  of  the  Department  or 
Upper  Egypt.  Carpet  making  and  silk  weaving  are  mentioned  as 
perhaps  affording  the  greatest  promise  for  the  future.  The  rugs 
produced  are  declared  to  give  evidence  of  a  purely  local  industry, 
with  products  made  from  local  materials,  strong  originality,  and 
definite  aesthetic  value. 

Present  Situation  in  Xtelatlon  to  Tapan's  Staple  Goods. 

Present  conditions  in  relation  to  certain  staple  products  of  Japan 
are  reviewed  by  Coniiuercip.1  Japan  in  its  December,  1915,  issue.  It 
is  estimated  that  the  rice  croj)  is  below  an  average  yield,  that  the 
market  is  firm,  and  has  been  further  strengthenecf  by  the  fact  that 
the  Govemment  is  trying  to  take  steps  to  regulate  the  pnce.  For  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  Japan  fiour  has  been  expoi*ted,  large 

?uantities  having  been  sent  to  Europe,  Australia,  and  the  South  Sea 
slands.  The  more  recent  reduction  in  the  price  of  American  flour 
and  the  good  crop  in  Australia  have  stopped  the  demand  for  Jap- 
anese flour  in  Europe,  but  exports  to  the  South  Seas  continue.  Nearly 
the  whole  of  the  output  of  green  peas  in  the  Hokkaido  will  be 
shipped  to  Europe,  and  stocks  are  expected  to  be  exhausted  before 
long.  Since  the  outbreak  of  the  war  there  has  been  a  very  great 
demand  for  Japanese  matches  from  all  pai-ts  of  the  world.  The 
demand  from  India  is  now  nearly  three  times  greater  than  before 
tlie  war.  Japanese  matches  are  going- to  London,  Australia,  and 
even  to  the  United  States. 
Would  Extend  British  Trade  Bepresentatlon. 

Tt  is  suggested  by  a  writer  in  the  Manchester  (England)  Guardian 
that  in  the  export-cotton  trade  of  Great  Britain,  alter  the  war,  im- 
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provement  could  be  adkieved  throuffh  the  appointment  of  commercial 
attach^  on  the  staff  of  British  ambassadors  and  consuls  in  over-seas 
markets.  The  article  points  out  the  assistance  rendered  to  German 
and  Austrian  manufacturers  by  such  commercial  representatives  of 
tiiose  countries  abroad. 

Japanese  SUpbuilders  Lack  Haterials. 

While  Japanese  shipbuilding  yards  were  busy  in  the  early  part  of 
1915,  there  has  been  a  cessation  lately,  says  Commercial  Japan,  de- 
^ite  the  undiminished  demand  for  tonnage.  The  difficulty  is  in 
the  increased  price  of  materials,  especially  steel.  Some  relief  is 
hoped  for  from  the  extension  of  the  Wakamatsu  Steel  Works;  but, 
even  when  the  expansion  is  complete,  it  is  estimated  that  Japan's 
total  output  of  steel  will  be  only  300,000  tons,  or  about  a  quarter  of 
the  amount  in  draiand  by  her  shipbuilding  industry. 

ExemptloKi  from  Enlet  for  Shlpi  from  TTnlted  States. 

Under  certain  conditions  ships  boimd  for  Chilean  ports  to  load 
nitrate  will  be  exempt  from  the  requirement,  under  the  sanitary 
rules,  that  they  shall  call  at  Arica,  according  to  El  Industrial  of 
Antofagasta.  The  exemption  applies  in  general  to  vessels  from  the 
United  States  which  malce  the  direct  voyage  and  which  are  not  in 
contact  with  any  other  ships  on  the  voyage. 

Beport  of  Chosen  Mall  Steamablp  Co. 

According  to  reports  in  the  Seoul,  Chosen,  press  of  the  last  ^leral 
me^in^  of  tiie  eraareholders  of  the  Chosen  Yusen  Kaisha  (Chosen 
Mail  Steamship  Co.)»  which  is  subsidized  by  the  Government 
General,  the  company's  ships  made  1,030  voyages  on  16  of  its  lines 
during  the  six  months  ended  September  SO,  1915.  There  were  in  the 
service  of  the  company  29  of  its  own  steamers,  with  an  aggregate 
of  9,000  tons,  and  4  chartered  steamers  with  an  ag^egate  of  2,200 
tons.  New  services  were  instituted  from  Chosen  to  Naga^^,  North 
China,  and  to  Vladivostok.  A  good  profit  was  realized. 


AHEEXCAN  C0NST7LAS  OmCE&S  OH  IJ1A7£  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  al^nce  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
conmiercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Fort. 

Expira- 
tion of 
Tenue. 

Address. 

rwtk,  Willys  R  

Bcmwr,  WUbert  L.a  

Watts,  Ethel bert  

Tafnetao,  China.  

Vm  Cruz,  Uexleo. . . . 
MaracAibo,  Vcnesuela, 
Ban  LulB  Potosl, 

Mexico. 
Bruateia,  Belgium  

Jan.  31 
Jan.  31 
Feb.  I 
Feb.  17 
Feb.  13 

Mar.  11 

Department  orstate,WasIiIii|ttoti,D.au 

Do. 

WlncheUff,  Ind. 

153  Ctiurch  Street,  Uoblle,  Ala. 

IMSNwth  Bush  Strwt,  Santa  Ai»,C«l. 

1021  Clinton  Street,  Philadelphia.  Pa. 

•  Consul  Wllb«rt  I.^  Bonney  will  visit  San  Francisco,  Los  Anflreles,  and  Ban  Diego,  Cal. 
and  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  and  will  adTlae  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  each  ot  these  dtlea  o 
bis  arrlTal  and  address. 
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FOBEION  TBADE  OFPOSTTTTHTIES. 

RCfxM-YCd  oddrcfse;;  may  b«  obtnlned  from  the  Boreaa  And  Itfl  dtMrl«t  ofleett.  Request 
for  cneb  opportnnlt;  should  be  on  a  s^Mrate  sbect  and  the       mnmber  given. 

PiberB,  No.  19071.— An  Am(>rican  coiwiilor  officer  in  Bradl  reports  that  a  man 
in  his  distritt  desires  to  coimimnicate  witli  American  innnufacturers  and 
importers  of  fllwr.  Samples  of  the  fil>er,  which  is  understood  to  be  the  same 
as  the  "Aranilna  "  of  Brazil  and  the  "Malva  blanca  "  of  Cuba,  obtained  from 
the  plant  called  "  Oaezar  wee<l,  Urena  lobata,"  may  be  examined  at  thd 
Bureau  or  its  district  offices,   (liefer  to  File  No.  71140.) 

Ttmhcr,  No.  10072. — A  man  in  Santo  Domingo  informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  he  desires  to  communicate  with  American  Importers  of  timber. 

Dental  supplies.  No.  19073. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Portugal  writes 
that  a  man  in  his  district  Is  very  anxious  to  establish  commercial  relations 
with  Americim  manuAicturers  of  dental  supplies.  It  Is  stated  that  he  desires 
to  place  an  order  immediately,  and  will  pay  cash  against  documents.  Cata- 
l<^es  and  price  lists  are  desired.  Gorrespond«ice  should  be  In  Portiunnse 
or  Frendi. 

Clay  pipes,  No.  10974. — An  American  consular  officer  In  the  West  Indies  reports 
that  a  cigar  store  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  quotations  and  samples 
ct  clay  pipes  for  smoking  purposes,  with  a  view  to  importing  from  50  to  100 
gross. 

Vegetable  oils,  coconuts,  and  peanuts.  No.  10075. — ^A  man  tn  Greece  informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  get  In  touch  with  American 
exporters  of  vegetable  oils,  cn^ttor  beans,  dried  coconuts,  and  sheUed  peanuts. 
Quotations  and  full  information  should  be  sent  Correspondence  may  be  in 
Engiisli. 

Knitting  macliincs,  hardware,  and  incandescent  lamps.  No.  19976. — An  American 
consular  oflloer  In  India  reports  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  com- 
municate with  American  manufacturers  of  knitting  machines,  hardware 
and  Incandescent  lamps. 

Wheels,  springs,  and  copper  tubing  for  railtcaj/  cars.  No.  19977. — A  firm  in  Spain 
Informs  au  American  consular  officer  that  It  desires  to  represent  American 
manufacturers  of  wheels,  springs,  and  copper  tubing  for  railway  cars.  Cor- 
respondence may  be  in  English.  Reference  is  given. 

Bfonae  and  aUiminttni  powdcr$,  etc..  No.  19978. — ^An  American  consular  officer 
In  Swltzerliiml  reports  that  printers  and  llthoBi'aphers  In  that  country  are 
anxious  to  establish  connections  with  American  manufacturers  and  ex- 
porters of  bronze,  oluinlmun,  imitation  gold,  and  coIore<l  bronze  powders, 
for  printing  labols  and  wrapping  papers.  A  list  of  firms  Interested  io 
purchasing  these  articles  may  be  obtaine<i  from  the  Bureau  or  Us  district 
offices.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  1.  f.  Marseille,  Cette,  or  Havre  for 
100  kilos  (220  lbs.),  in  Swiss  currency.  Oorrespondence  should  be  in  Ger- 
man or  French.    Samples  should  be  sent. 

Buttons,  No.  19979. — An  American  consular  officer  In  England  writes  that  a 
firm  in  bis  district  desires  to  receive  quotations  c.  I.  f.  British  jMirts,  if 
pof'sible,  from  Anu-rlcan  manuf«cturers  of  full-metal  shell  buttons.  A 
sample  of  the  button  desired  may  he  examined  at  tlie  Bureau  or  its  district 
offices.    (Refer  to  l-MIe  No.  715(54.) 

Art  glass  for  tclndoic.^,  No.  199S0. — A  firm  In  New  Zealand  informs  an  Anierlcon 
consular  oflleer  that  it  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufac- 
turers of  art  glass  for  windows,  doors,  etc.  Samples,  price  lists,  and  fuU 
Information  should  be  sent. 

Macliincry,  No,  19981. — Tenders  will  be  receivo<l  by  the  Department  of  "Obras 
Sanltnrlas  de  la  Nacion,"  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina,  until  April  24,  iSlft 
for  mnclilnery  reQuircd  for  installations  in  the  city  of  Santa  Fe.  Firma 
interefited  should  secure  speclflcatlous  and  full  Infomiation  from  the  above 
department.  The  Bureau  has  no  further  Information  relative  to  thU 
opportunity. 
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CANADIAN  EHBAKOO  ON  FISH  OILS. 

[Customfl  Uemorandiim  No.  108GD,  Jan.  25.} 

A  Canatlian  order  of  January  22,  IDIG,  prohibits  the  exportation  of 
cod  oil  and  other  fish  oils,  as  well  as  of  rags  of  cotton  and  of  mixed 
cotton  and  wool,  to  all  destinations  other  than  the  United  Kingdom 
and  Biitish  possessions  and  protectorates. 


BBinSH  PROHIBITION  OF  CERTAIN  DCFORTS. 

According  to  a  telegram  from  Commercial  Attache  A.  H.  Baldwin, 
Ix>ndon,  the  British  Gorernment  will  shortly  prohibit  the  importa- 
tion of  the  following  products,  with  a  view  to  relieving  tonnage 
pressure:  Paper  pulp  and  grass  (presumably  vegetable  fibers  for 
paper  pulp),  leaf  tobacco,  many  building  materials,  cabinet  woods 
and  veneers,  and  certain  fruits. 


RepreaentatiTe  at  Fair  of  Samples  in  Lyon. 

In  connection  with  the  Fair  of  Samples  at  Lyon,  France,  notice 
of  which  appeared  in  Commerce  Bepohts  for  January  10  and  14, 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  is  in  receipt  of  a 
letter  from  Charles  Arnett,  110  Grande  Rue  de  Cuire,  Caluire 
(Rhone),  stating  that  he  desires  to  represent  American  manufac- 
turers who  expect  to  exhibit  their  goods  at  the  fair.  His  cable 
address  is  Arnett  Caluireetcuire,  and  he  states  that,  upon  request, 
he  will  gladly  cable  or  mail  information  as  to  terms,  standing,  etc. 


Ten  New  Ag:encies  in  British  Guiana. 

As  a  result  of  the  eflforts  of  Consul  George  E.  Chamberlin  and  his 
staff,  10  American  agencies  were  established  during  the  past  quarter 
in  Georgetown,  British  Guiana.  Rubber  goods,  neckwear,  soap, 
candles,  oils,  hosiery,  waterproof  clothing,  general  fancy  goods,  and 
automobiles  were  among  the  lines  introduced. 
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XOVEHEHT  OF  GOAL  AVD  COKE. 

The  following  table  shows  the  moTement  of  coal  and  coke  over 
13  leading  railroads  during  October,  1914  and  1915: 


Classes  and  raflmds. 


OriglnaUiis  oo  Una. 


1914 


ins 


Bfloehred  Iran  coonaft- 
tions. 


1914 


UU 


TotaL 


1914 


COAL  CABMZD  rOB  BETZKUB 
OKLT. 

Anthracite: 

B.  &  O  

B.,R.&  P  -  

B.  &  Susq  

C.  &  O  , 

Erie  

H.  &  B.  T.H  

Penn  

P.  &L.  E  

V.  S.  &  N  

Vireiniaii,  

W.lld  


Short  torn. 


ShoHUiru. 


IS 

781,259 


316 

705,096 


Short  tom. 
127,394 
12,324 
S39 
1,274 
172, 157 


666,213 
2S 


678, 132 


481,127 
M 

771 
36 
25,006 


Short  toni. 
173,615 
14,281 
1,175 
1,41S 
20»,640 

in 

506,607 
152 
971 
163 
40,217 


Short  lont. 
127,394 
12,324 
939 
1,2H) 
953,416 


1,047,340 
94 
771 
01 

25,0OS 


Total  

Bituminous: 

B.  &  O  

B.  R.  &  P  

B.  tt  Susq  

C.  &  O  

Erie  

S  &  B  T  tf 

Y.  c!  (BufbUo  oiid  'East.) 

N.  &  W  

Penn  

P.AL.E  

P.8.&N  

Virginian  

W.ind  


1,347,513  1,2S3,544 


2,206,103 
642,506 
94,871 
1,930,323 
17,636 
£9,022 
534,708 
1,536,330 
3,614,000 
616,736 
191,779 
277,867 
255,848 


Total. 


11,887,509 


COAL  CAUUZC  rOK  COKPIRT 
rUML. 

Aotliraclt*; 

B.  AO  

Erie  , 

Penn  


17,230 
10,669 


Total. 


27,889 


Bituminous: 

B.  &  O  , 

B.  R.  4  P  

B.  &  Susq  

C.  &  O  

Erie  , 

H.  &  B.  T.  M  

N.Y.C.  (Bulfelo and  East) 

N.  4  W  

Penn  , 

P.  <tL.  E  , 

P.  S.  AN  , 

Virglntaa  

W.lld   


408,019 
46,507 
8,tt26 
130,335 
148, 6») 
2,601 
174,26fl 
186,393 
631,410 
27,172 
6,229 
20,335 
44,333 


Total 


1,834,088 


COKE  CARBIEn  rOB  BBVE^'UE 
AND  PUBL, 

B.  &.  O  

B.,R.AP  

B.  &  Susq  

C.  &0  

Erie  

H.4B.T.  M  , 

N.4  W  

Paon  

F.AL.  E  

W.Md  , 


155,076 
38,919 
fiS,437 
7,247 


Total. 


1,825 
63,520 
621,047 
53,300 
a,79B 

886,068 


831,124 


948,  MS 


3,  IBS,  636 


2,077,539 
797,080 
114,978 

1,981,665 
45, 316 
82,441 
050,023 

3,371,379 

3,388,911 
768,814 
299,274 
288,094 
321,576 


14,292,989 


17,166 
17,6S7 


34,712 


493,368 
65,134 
9,929 
173,117 
139,509 
2,^07 
26B, 426 
231,857 
1,087,466 
32,809 
11,374 
31,097 
49,098 


2,576,681 


275,486 
38,741 
49,196 
26,407 


8,840 
80,837 
930,613 
81,741 
e,S2S 

1,07,088 


696,699 
6,409 


87,366 
476,994 
36,761 


220,868 
361,503 
318,214 

670 
44,963 

307,709 


2,447,097 


12 
128 
12,081 


13,071 


t«,fi31 


133,850 


18,248 

"ilm 


49 

834 


172,047 


67,082 
710 


1,466 
98,787 
208 
106 
lfti9tt 

17,788 

6SS.U6 


634,660 
0,441 
52 

103,691 
773,386 
3^610 


382,223 
415,556 
438,719 
1,227 
61,736 
526,023 


2,803,703 
048,915 
H,871 

2,026,589 
494,830 
84,785 
634,708 

1,767, 196 

3,976,192 
834,940 
193,449 
322,810 
563,617 


3,462,207 


14,334,606 


47 
16,608 


13 
17,368 
33,690 


10,616 


40,960 


13,307 


127,311 


41,778 
16 
0^115 


2,776 


193,303 


96,660 
16, 6U 


8,676 
60,394 
967 
393 
806,836 
628,164 
42,  OT 

1.084,468 


434,640 
46,507 
8,836 
130,335 
381,010 
3,601 
174,266 
204,641 
631,410 
31,117 
6,229 
20,384 
45,167 


3,006,133 


213,067 
30,639 
62,437 
8,713 
98,787 
3,038 
e3,«36 
716,018 

30,878 

1,681,688 
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Classes  and  raQivads. 

Or^taMtins  OD  line. 

Received  from  connec- 
tions. 

Total. 

1914 

1915 

1914 

1915 

1914 

1915 

tOTAL  COAL  AND  CORK  CAR- 
HIKD,  ALL  BAILBOAD8. 

July  

AnguU  

Tolal,4tiioiitIi5  

S*ort  tons. 
lS,6fl6.0ft5 
1C,630.9&2 
16,020,753 
15,983,  CW2 

Shojt  /'m». 
lll.^0S,V2X 
17.JtW.397 
I8,2:;o,31G 
19, ties, 014 

ShoTi  loru. 
4. 070,  S-Ht 
4,402,235 
4,231, TUS 
4,118,9&5 

Short  foti'. 
4,44X,03j 
4,7IM,5a.S 
5,0M,08S 
S,  701,940 

SkoTl  loru, 
19,733,551 
21.033,187 
20,»62,00S 
20,102,017 

Short  Imi. 
21,356,903 
22,0M,902 
23,301,401 
2S,  389, 954 

n,sit,m 

16, 839,330 

SO. 033, 658 

81,720,700 

92,l»a,313 

Nun.— Totals  do  not  indade  amounts  for  coal  recelvod  by  th«  N.  Y.  C.  Railroad  from  coniwctlons. 
The  Southrm  Kallvniy  Ir&iuported  339,229  short  to:i3  o(  bllumlooiu  coal  In  October,  1914,  and  333,648 
short  Ions  in  Oclober,  1915. 


nrCREASE  IN  FBODTTGTS  OF  BEET-SVOAB  INSUSTST. 

The  value  of  the  annual  production  of  the  beet-sugar  factories  of 
the  United  States  increased  30.1  per  cent  from  liK)9  to  1914,  accord- 
ing to  figures  concerning  the  industry  which  have  been  compiled  by 
the  United  States  Bureau  of  the  Ct-nsus.  A  preliminary  statement 
from  the  bureau  gives  the  quantities  of  materials  and  the  values  of 
the  different  products  manufactured  in  the  two  years  that  are 
compared. 

Reports  were  received  from  G5  factories  engaged  in  the  mano- 
facture  of  beet  sugar,  the  majority  of  which  reported  for  tlie  season 
of  1913-14.  The  products  for  the  year  were  valued  at  $02,605,209. 
At  the  census  of  1909  there  were  reported  65  factories,  with  products 
valued  at  $4S,122,383.  The  value  of  the  annual  production,  there- 
fore, has  increased  by  $14,482,826, 

The  65  factories  reported  in  1914  used  a  total  of  5,639,103  tons 
(of  2,240  pounds)  of  sugar  beets,  from  which  was  produced  739,233 
short  tons  (of  2.000  pounds)  of  granulated  sugar,  valued  at  $58,351,- 
323;  4,240  short  tons  of  raw  sugar,  valued  at  ^39,142;  and  26,461,291 

fallons  (of  12.2  pounds  per  gallon)  of  molasses,  valued  at  $1,536,192. 
n  addition,  there  were  subsidiary  or  by-products  valued  at  $2,478,552. 
Of  the  65  factories  reported  in  1914,  15  were  located  in  Michigan, 
13  in  Colorado,  12  in  Californin,  7  in  Utah,  4  in  Idaho,  3  in  Wis- 
consin, 2  in  Nebraska,  3  in  Ohio,  and  1  each  in  Kansas,  Montana^ 
Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  and  Minnesota. 


SOCUUENTS  AVAILABLE  IN  NEW  YOBE  PUBLIC  LIBBABY. 

[Commerclnl  Afient  E.  C.  Porter,] 

The  New  York  Public  Library  has  an  exceptionally  good  collection 
of  documents  pertaining  to  municipal  affairs,  wliich  are  classified  by 
cities  under  countries.  The  collection  for  the  United  States  is  com- 
plete and  representative  documents  for  a  large  part  of  European  and 
other  countries  are  at  hand.  The  library  also  has  an  especially  fine 
collection  of  commercial  statistics  for  practically  all  foreign  coun- 
tries, lliese  include  the  annual  statements  of  the  more  important 
countries,  and  the  library  also  has  consular  reports  from  the  more 
important  foreign  nations  and  general  commercial  statistics  from 
foreign  trade  papers. 
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PRESS  GOHHEHT  OH  OBIEITTAL  TBABE  AHB  DmUSTRT. 

Japan  Accnmalatea  Lai^e  Sp«ele  Beserre. 

Japan  has  accumulated  a  specie  reserve  of  $243^25.000,  and  by  the 
end  of  1916  the  total  will  probably  exceed  $340,655,000.  This,  in 
the  view  of  the  Japan  Advertiser,  of  Tokyo,  marks  the  dawn  of  a  new 
era  in  the  relationsliip  between  Japan  and  the  West. 

Kany  New  Ships  Built  for  Pacific  Traffic. 

According;  to  the  investigations  of  the  Japanese  Department  of 
Communications,  reported  in  a  dispatch  from  Tokyo  to  the  Manchu- 
rian  Daily  News  of  Dairen,  the  total  number  of  vessels  with  a  dis- 
placement of  1,000  tons  and  upward  that  have  been  built  in  Japan, 
with  the  Government's  subsidy  since  August,  1914,  is  19,  with  an 
aggregate  tonnage  of  97,085,  and  39  vessels  with  an  aggegrato  tonnage 
of  138,559  are  now  under  construction  with  the  Government's  sub- 
sidies. 

The  Manchurian  Daily  News  estimated  on  November  24,  1915, 
that  out  of  something  like  490,000  tonnage  in  the  trans-Pacific  service 
available  after  the  withdrawal  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Co., 
altogether  430,000  tons  were  Japanese,  controlled  through  subsidies 
by  the  Japanese  Government. 

Expects  ladependcBce  in  Supply  of  Zinc. 

Judging  from  the  present  condition  in  the  zinc-refining  industry 
in  Japan,  the  China  Press  of  Shanghai  says  it  seems  possible  that 
the  Japanese  will  establish  permanent  independence  in  the  supply 
of  zinc  after  the  restoration  of  peace.  The  indust^  is  of  very  recent 
origin  in  that  country,  but  the  amount  of  refining  is  steadily  in- 
creasing. 

Standard  Oanffe  for  State  Kallwayt. 

The  Japanese  Imperial  Railway  Board  is  reported  by  the  Japan 
Times  to  have  decided  that  the  standard  gauge  for  the  State  rail- 
ways shall  be  4.85  feet  instead  of  the  narrow  system  now  maintained 
throughout  the  country.  Approval  by  the  Imperial  Diet  will  be 
necessary.  If  the  plan  is  realized  it  is  believed  that  there  will  be 
great  economy  in  running  expenses. 

7apaneie  Company  to  Hake  Canstio  Soda. 

A  company  has  been  formed  in  Osaka,  Japan,  with  a  capitaliza- 
tion of  350,000  yen  ($171,500),  for  the  manufacture  of  caustic  soda, 
according  to  the  British  Board  of  Trade  Journal.  It  is  stated  that 
the  company  intends  to  use  the  electrolytic  process,  and  will  erect 
a  factory  in  Kyushiu,  where  hydroelectric  power  is  fairly  cheap. 
The  Kwantung  monopoly  salt  is  to  be  used.  Production  of  bleach- 
ing powder  as  a  by-product  is  proposed.  The  machinery  equipment 
will  oe  obtained  in  Japan.  Two  other  companies  are  maldng  caustic 
soda  in  Japan,  and  both  use  the  Leblanc  process. 

new  Qlyoerlne  Company  to  Becelve  Sabsldy. 

Only  15,000  of  the  total  of  60,000  shares  of  the  Japan  Glycerine  Co. 
are  to  be  placed  on  the  market,  the  Japan  Chronicle  says.  This  con- 
cern is  to  be  subsidized  in  accordance  with  the  Law  for  encouraging 
the  manufacture  of  dyes,  chemicals,  and  medicines.  The  project  hung 
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fire  for  some  time  because  of  objections  raised  certain  interested 
merchants  in  Kobe  and  Yokohama.  Business  will  be  begtm  about 
March  1. 

Toreiffn  Fopalation  of  Shangbal. 

The  Peking  (China)  Gazette  publishes  a  list  showing  the  foi-eign 
population  of  Shanghai  on  October  IG  last,  exclusive  of  the  French 
Settlement  and  outside  roads  under  the  control  of  the  French  Council. 
The  figures  are:  Japanese,  7,169;  British,  4.H-2'2;  Portuguese,  1,3*23; 
American,  1,307;  German,  i,15o ;  Indian,  1,009 ;  Kussian,  361 ;  French, 
244;  all  other,  1,129;  total,  18,519. 


SmPPIHG  SEBVICE  JAPAN  AND  CABOXINE  GBOtTF. 

The  American  ambassador  at  Tokyo,  Jai>an,  reports  under  date 
of  December  20,  1915,  that  the  embassv  is  informed  by  the  Nanyo 
Boeki  Kwaisha  (South  Sea  Commercial  Co.)  that  a  contract  has 
been  conchided  between  that  company  and  the  Japanese  Department 
of  the  Marine  for  the  operation  of  a  line  of  steamers  between  Japan 
and  the  islands  of  the  Caroline  group.  The  contract  provides  for  an 
annual  subsidy  to  the  South  Sea  Commercial  Co.  amounting  to 
42,000  yen  ($21,000). 

A  monthly  service  will  be  maintained  on  the  main  line  between 
Yokohama  and  Truk  Island  from  which  two  subsidiary  lines  will 
be  operated,  one  to  the  islands  on  tlic  east,  including  Jaluit,  Kusaie, 
and Ponapi  (Ascension),  and  the  other  to  those  on  the  west,  includ- 


The  steauier  Yoshlnomaru^  which  will  be  employed  on  the  main 
line,  left  Yokohauia  on  its  first  voyage  on  Decombtir  12  last  and  the 
Koyomaru  and  Ileijnnmnm  detailed  for  service  on  the  subsidiary 
lines  sailed  from  Yokohama  on  November  18. 

One  object  of  the  new  line  will  be  to  promote  trade  with  the  islands 
mentioned  and  to  facilitate  visits  thereto  by  merchants  and  capitalists 
\rho  mav  be  interested  in  the  development  of  the  natural  resources 
of  the  islands.  Tours  of  inspection  have  already  been  made  by 
ofBciai  commissions,  scientific  parties,  and  representatives  of  com- 
inercial  houses. 


Fancy  leather  goods  arc  favorite  gifts  in  the  Karachi  consular 
district  for  the  holidays  and  for  birthday  and  wedding  presents. 
Worked,  carved,  and  plain  leather  writing  cases,  jewel  cases,  coUar- 
and-bru.sh  boxes,  and  picture  frames  are  the  articles  most  used  in  this 
way.  Riissia  formerly  sent  carved  leather  here,  but  the  importation 
has  ceased  since  the  war  began.  Hotels  in  India  do  not,  as  a  rule, 
supply  stationery,  and  travelers  carry  paper  and  pens  witii  them, 
thus  creating  a  demand  for  leather  writing  cases  among  officials  and 
business  men  who  travel. 

1  Illustrations  of  the  tyiw  of  leather  writing  case,  jewel  bos,  and  collar-aml- 
brusli  case  favored  in  Karachi,  with  prices,  may  be  inspoctetl  at  tl.e  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Comuierce  or  its  district  oiTices,  which  ofti?os  will,  in 
addition,  furnish  n  list  of  Karachi  merchants  handling  such  wares.  Inquirers 
sbould  ask  for  file  No.  71607.] 


FANCY  LEATHEE  ABTICIES  FOB  GIFTS  IN  INDIA. 


[Consnl  JnnH>B  OUrer  Lnlng,  Karnelii,  Dec.  7.1 
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DCPOBTS  OF  ANHTDROUS  AHHONIA  IHTO  SOUTH  AUEBICA. 

aboentiha. 

[Vice  Consul  Joha  8.  Cnlrcrt,  Buenoe  Aires.) 

The  largest  and  most  important  users  of  anliydrous  ammonia  in 
Argentina  are  the  meat-freezing  establishments,  of  which  there  aro 
now  nine  in  active  operation,  and  one  that  is  expected  to  be  ready  for 
active  work  about  the  beginning  of  1916.  There  are  also  three  other 
freezing  plants  projected  in  various  parts  of  the  Republic. 

Other  users  of  anhydrous  ammonia  are  the  ice-manufacturing 
plants  and  breweries,  of  which  there  are  13  of  the  former  and  6  of 
the  latter  located  in  and  around  Buenos  Aires.  A  complete  descrip- 
tion of  these  various  plants  will  be  foimd  in  the  report  on  refrigera- 
tion and  refrigerating  supplies  transmitted  by  this  consulate  general 
and  on  file  in  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Conmierce. 

Frlees  of  Anhydroas  Ammonia,  and  how  Shipped. 

Anhydrous  ammonia  coming  from  the  United  States  has  been  gen- 
erally shipped  in  tubes  or  drums  having  a  capacity  of  70  kilos 
(154.32  pounds).  The  average  price  at  which  this  has  been  sold  in 
the  past  is  80  cents  Argentine  gold  per  kilo,  or  $0,351  United  States 
currency  per  pound. 

These  drums  or  containers  are  generally  charged  to  the  consignea 
at  the  rate  of  $18  Argentine  gold  per  drum  ($17.37  U.  S.  currency), 
although  consignees  are  permitted  to  return  the  same  to  the  shippers 
and  obtain  a  refund  of  the  original  charge  for  the  drum. 

The  total  imports  of  anhydrous  ammonia  during  1914  aggregated 
791,935  pounds,  and  during  the  first  six  months  of  1915,  670,4'J3 
pounds.  Statistics  showing  the  countries  of  origin  for  these  las*;  18 
months  are  not  yet  available,  but  it  is  believed  by  local  importers 
that  the  percentage  of  the  total  imports  from  the  United  States  was 
even  greater  than  during  1912  and  1913. 

The  total  imports  in  1913  amounted  to  1,123,853  pounds,  suojilied 
principally  by  the  following  countries:  United  States,  617.719 
pounds ;  Austria-Hungary,  324,927  pounds ;  Germany,  139,025 
pounds;  and  Great  Britain,  90,601  poimds. 

Imports  of  Ilqnld  Ammonia. 

The  imports  of  liquid  ammonia  are  of  less  importance  than  those 
of  anhydrous  ammonia.  Tlie  total  imports  in  1913  amounted  to 
134,744  pounds,  the  principal  countries  of  supply  being  as  follows: 
Great  Britain,  90,053  pounds;  Germany,  29,219  pounds:  Dutch  pos- 
sessions, 4.673  pounds;  France,  3,969  pounds;  Belgium,  2,250,puunds; 
and  the  Uniteo  States,  472  pounds. 

During  1914  and  the  first  six  months  of  1915  the  total  imports  were 
IK),607  pounds  and  37,337  pounds,  respectively.  Most  of  the  liquid 
ammonia  imported  is  used  here  for  other  than  industrial  purposes, 
and  the  figures  are  simply  given  to  show  the  relative  importance  ox 
the  annual  consumption  of  this  product,  as  none  is  produced  locally. 

[A  list  of  the  tee  manutactnrers,  brew^ee,  aad  meAt-treexing  plants  tn 
^uenos  Aires  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Qook* 
free  or  one  of  its  district  offices  by  referring  to  file  Ko.  T0661.] 
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BBAZn. 

{CoDsnl  General  Alfred  I..  M.  Gottscbnlk,  Rio  de  Jtmelro.] 

Hie  Brazilian  official  statistics  do  not  classify  separately  the  im- 
ports of  liquid  anhydrous  ammonia.  Before  the  outbreak  of  the 
European  war  the  sources  of  this  product  wei-e  Germany,  Great 
Britain,  Belgium,  and  Awstria-Hunffary,  in  the  order  given.  Since 
the  war,  however,  the  United  States  has  been  supplying  this  market. 

One  of  the  largest  consumers  in  the  city  informs  the  writer  that 
the  approximate  price  paid  for  American  liquid  anhydrous  ammonia 
is  50  cents  per  pound,  c.  i.  f.,  the  approximate  expenses  in  dispatch- 
ing this  product  from  the  customhouse  being  570  reis  Brazilian 
paper  currency  per  pound,  or  about  14  cents  in  American  currency. 

Four  of  the  largest  consumers  report  that  they  consumed  21,000 
pounds  during  1914,  which  is  probably  less  than  the  consiunptiou 
of  normal  years. 

(The  names  of  these  flnns  may  be  ohtatnetl  from  the  Biirenu  nf  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Comniei'ce  or  one  of  its  district  oITlces  by  referring  to  file  No.  70348.] 

CHILE. 

[Conaal  General  I«  J.  Keena,  ValparalBo.] 

The  principal  users  of  liquid  anhydrous  ammonia  in  Chile  are  the 
breweries  and  refrigerating  plants.  These  companies  import  direct 
or  order  it  through  some  of  the  general  importing  liouses.  Anhy- 
drous ammonia  is  imported  in  cylinders  containing  100  to  150  pounds 
net  weight.  The  quotations  about  the  middle  of  1915  were:  In 
cylinders  of  150  pounds  net,  26^  cents  per  pound,  United  States  cur- 
rency, c.  i  f.  Valparaiso;  in  cylinders  of  100  pounds,  27^  cents  per 
pound. 

The  Chilean  customhouse  statistics  do  not  show  the  imports  of 
liquid  anhj'drous  ammonia  alone.  These  are  included  under  a  gen- 
eral classihcation,  "  Liquid  and  fluid  ammonia." 

Gonntrles  of  Shipment  and  Ports  of  Arrival. 

The  countries  of  origin  of  the  imports  under  this  classification 
during  1913  and  1914  and  the  ports  of  arrival  follow : 


Countries  of  orlgbi. 

1913 

I9U 

Countries  ot  origin. 

1913 

1914 

Poiindt. 
20, tSfl 
dI,«M 
2,521 

Poanda. 
105,(181 
73,305 
B5 
8SS 

PmiTuia. 

2\,-m 

Pounds. 

Total  

37,002 
191, 2S7 

23,493 

300,023 

The  ports  of  arrival  of  these  imports  during  the  two  years  were 
as  follows : 

Ports  of  UTival. 

1B13 

1914 

Van  of  arriml. 

1013 

1914 

9,013 
6,346 
9,885 

Poanit. 

u,m 

76,084 
7,541 
7,453 

Pound*. 
14,038 
19,086 

Poumb. 

s,gss 

17,208 

131,287 

200,923 

[A  list  of  the  principal  users  and  the  Renernl  importers  of  liquid  nnhydrous 
ammonia  Id  Chile  may  be  obtained  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  one  of  Its  district  officers.  Refer  to  filo  No.  TIOOG.] 
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CHXNESE  KASKEI  FOK  KACHINEBY  ASD  VEHICLES. 

[Wceklr  Bulletla,  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  Ottawa,  Jan.  17.] 

The  following  table  shows  the  gross  imports  into  China  during 
1912,  1913,  and  1914  of  various  kinds  of  machinery,  so  far  as  sepa- 
rate i^tums  are  given  in  tiie  customs  report: 


Mftchlwry  bnpMts. 

1913 

19U 

145.763 

420,033 
340,155 
24,306 
966,112 
1,275,461 
2,CyO,203 

S83,433 

470,936 
612, 150 
35,800 
ee7,600 
1,754,754 
4,037,624 

$63,394 
711,021 
1,360,468 

16,722 
39S,S00 
1,S44,021 
3,250,317 

Electrical  and  fittings  

The  machinery  returned  as  unclassed  presumablj  includes  flour- 
milling  machinery,  mining  and  well-boring  machines,  rice-hulling 
machines,  and  cotton  gins,  as  well  as  latiies  and  other  similar  ma- 
chines. 

Agricultural  and  Propelling  Machinery. 

The  small  volume  of  trade  in  agricultural  machinery  is  surprising 
when  it  is  considered  that  China  is  almost  wholly  an  agricultural 
country.  Practically  all  the  small  amount  imported  went  to  the 
Harbin  district  of  northern  Manchuria,  the  greater  portion  of  the 
demand  being  supplied  by  Russia,  with  small  amounts  from  tiie 
United  States  and  Japan.  Southern  and  central  China  do  not  appear 
to  use  any  foreign  agricultural  madiinery.  It  would  seem  that  the 
extensive  wheat  and  bean  producing  territory  of  northern  Manchuria 
should  present  a  virgin  field  for  the  active  exploitation  of  agricul- 
tond  machinery,  more  particularly  light  plows,  disk  and  other  hiu:- 
rows,  cultivators,  com  snellers,  and  possibly  small  numbers  of  mowers 
and  reapers.  This  district  warrants  careful  investigation  by  persons 
interested  in  the  sale  of  agricultural  machinery  abroad,  but  would 
require  personal  study  of  the  classes  of  machinery  best  adapted  to 
the  needs  of  the  country.  Manchuria  has  an  estimated  population  of 
12,000,000  to  15,000,000. 

The  small  supply  of  propelling  machinery  (boilers,  turbines,  etc) 
coming  from  foreign  countries  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  there 
are  Ave  dock  and  engineering  companies  in  Shanghai  and  others  at 
Hankow. 

Marine  engineering  is  extensively  carried  on  in  China.  The  Shang- 
hai Dock  and  Engineering  Co.  employs  over  2,000  hands  and  con- 
tracts for  all  kinds  of  machinery  of  the  above  class,  as  well  as  for 
steam  and  motor  launches,  lighters,  and  tug  boats.  This  company  has 
at  tJie  present  time  contracts  under  way  for  the  United  States  (Phil- 
ippine) Government  and  for  the  Russian  Government,  and  its  plant 
is  equipped  for  constructing  large  ships.  It  is  therefore  not  prob- 
able that  the  demand  from  China  for  machinery  of  this  character  from, 
foreign  coimtries  will  greatly  increase.  The  freight  on  heavy  ma- 
chinery of  this  class  is  sufficient  to  place  an  advantage  in  the  local 
manumcturers'  hands. 

The  following  were  the  principal  countries  supplying  the  demand 
in  1913,  the  last  year  previous  to  the  European  war :  United  King- 
dom, $296,501;  Germany,  $74,814;  Japan,  $33,116;  United  Statin, 
$28,260;  other  countries,  $47,245, 
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Textile  Xaehteoy— Sewlnff  Kaehlnei,  Etc. 

The  large  increase  in  the  imports  of  textile  machinery  in  1914  was 
due  to  the  establishment  of  several  new  cotton  mills  in  Shanghai 
and  vicinity  during  that  year.  The  United  Kingdom  has  always 
furnished  the  bulk  of  this  class  of  machinery.  Imports  from  that 
country  in  1913  were  valued  at  $489,997;  Japan  supplied  nearly  all 
the  remainder. 

[An  order  for  cotton-mill  machinery  valued  at  $700,000  has  rci-ently  been 
placed  with  American  manufnclurcrs.   See  Oommekci:  Kkpoeth  for  Jan.  7,  1916.] 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  returns  for  sewing  machines  are  not  kept 
separately,  for  while  it  is  understood  that  the  sale  has  greatly  in- 
creased, there  is  no  means  at  present  of  finding  out  the  number 
actually  imported.  The  countries  suj^plying  the  demand  for  em- 
broidering, knitting,  and  sewing  machines  in  1913  were  as  follows: 
Hongkong.  $230,234;  United  Kingdom,  $125,797;  United  States, 
$86,125;  Germany,  $64,202;  Japan,  $60,893;  Belgium,  $27,068; 
Canada,  $14,088;  other  countries,  $53,283. 

Broadening  Karket  for  Electrical  MacWnery. 

Considerable  activit^r  has  been  manifest  within  recent  years  in  the 
introduction  of  electric-Ught  installations  in  Chinese  towns  and 
cities,  as  well  as  the  employment  of  many  electrical  devices,  such  as 
heating  and  cooking  appliances  and  the  use  of  small  dynamos  and 
motors.  The  electric  current,  especially  in  Shanghai,  being  un- 
usually clieap,  many  small  rice  mills  make  use  of  the  municipal  elec- 
tric power  in  running  their  machines,  and  one  large  flour  mill,  re- 
cently erected,  which  nas  a  present  capacity  of  1,000  barrels  of  flour 
per  day,  ^ploys  electricity  from  the  same  source.  The  electrical 
indnstty  has  greatly  developed  of  late  among  the  Chinese,  and  many 
of  tibem  have  oecome  expert  electricians.  In  this  line  China  presente 
a  promising  field. 

The  1913  imports  of  electrical  machinery  were  supplied  by  the 
following  countries:  Germany,  $616,313;  United  Kingdom,  $434,828; 
Japan,  $286,314;  United  States,  $130,549;  Hongkong,  $126,831 ;  other 
countries,  $159,919. 

The  British  consular  report  on  the  trade  of  Shanghai,  just  issued, 
refers  as  follows  to  the  market  for  electric-lighting  machinery  in 
China : 

The  ImportatloD  ot  machinery  and  the  lostallatlou  of  electric-lighting  appa- 
ratus in  China  is  worthy  of  the  closest  study  by  firms  who  are  interested  In  the 
machinery  market.  China  shows  a  vlgorons  and  tncrcnnlng  demand  for  elec- 
tricity In  all  Hs  branches.  The  Shanghai  Municipal  Electricity  Works  supplied 
over  40,000,(XX)  units  during  1914,  as  compared  with  21,000,000  in  the  preceding 
year;  1,500  radiators  have  been  installed  in  Chinese  houses,  and  small  motors 
are  very  popular.  The  installation  of  plants  In  the  interior  requires  special 
measures  and  can  not  be  attempted  without  efficient  local  representation.  The 
business  was  largely  In  the  hands  of  German  Arms,  mainly  l)ecause  they  were 
willing  to  undertal^e  entire  contracts  and  to  finance  them.  British  firms,  how- 
ever, have  realized  the  possibilities  of  the  market,  and  those  who  hove  been 
snfflctently  enterprising  to  meet  the  local  conditions  are  being  amply  repaid  for 
their  trouble.  British  lastallatloDS  have  recently  been  completed  for  Snchow, 
Ohangdiow.  and  Yangcbow,  In  the  Province  of  Klangsu,  and  for  Nlngpo,  in  the 
ProTince  of  Ghektnng,  while  a  very  large  nnratm*  of  smaller  plants  and  dynamos 
have  been  suKiUed  for  lighting  small  towns,  missions,  and  factories. 

Proxpecttve  Growth  in  Hachlnery  Imports. 

Machinery  must  sooner  or  later  represent  a  large  proportion  of 

China's  import  trade.  It  is  unlikely  that  the  country  can  long  con- 
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tinue  to  depend  upon  the  i)riniitire  methods  of  manufacture,  even  of 
native  products,  to  which  it  has  been  accustomed.  The  employment 
of  steam  and  electricity  as  motive  power  is  now  so  general  that  ma- 
chinery to  be  driven  by  tliose  agencies  must  follow  as  a  logical  se- 
quence. Moreover,  the  cost  of  labor,  low  as  it  is,  is  annually  rising 
nnd  has  increased  100  per  cent  within  the  last  10  years.  The  younger 
generation  are  not  content  with  the  old  methods. 

The  mineral  resources  of  the  country  must  soon  occupy  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Government  and  the  people,  and  this  will  open  up  a  de- 
mand for  special  machinery.  Chma  can  not  long  continue  importing 
large  quantities  of  cotton  cloth  annually  when  cotton  is  gi-own  in  the 
country  and  labor  is  cheap.  The  same  condition  exists  in  respect  to 
kerosene,  which  is  annually  imported  in  large  quantities.  Although 
oil  depposits  are  known  to  exist,  no  oil  is  produced  in  the  country. 

Ballroad  Equipment 

Owing  to  the  lessened  activity  in  railroad  construction  following 
the  rebellion  of  1911,  the  imports  of  railway  material  have  not  been 
large.  Imports  of  locomotives  and  tenders  were  as  follows  in  1912, 
1913,  and  1914:  1912,  $793,124;  1913,  $569,078;  1914,  $1,745,096.  In 
1912  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  United  States  furnished  the  great 
bulk  of  the  imports.  For  several  years  Germany  has  furnished  a 
good  proportion  of  the  demand  (40  per  cent  in  1013)  ;  nearly  all 
the  German-made  locomotives  in  China  are  employed  on  German- 
controlled  lines,  the  northern  section  of  the  Tientsin-Pukow  Railway 
and  the  Sliantung  Railway. 

The  returns  for  railway  cars  imported  were  as  follows:  1912, 
$1,724,997;  1913,  $894,202;  1914,  $1,501,034.  The  countries  supply- 
ing the  demand  were  the  United  Kingdom,  the  United  States,  Ger- 
many, Belgium,  and  Japan,  in  varying  quantities  in  the  different 
years.  China  has  about  0,000  miles  or  railroads  in  operation,  and 
most  of  the  lines  are  inndequately  equipped.  Previous  to  the  war 
several  concessions  for  railways  were  grunted  and  a  number  of  lines 
projected.  The  people  are  awake  to  the  necessity  and  convenience  of 
railway  communication,  and  there  is  no  longer  the  objection  to  rail- 
road building  that  formerly  existed.  Different  Provinces  are  de- 
manding railways,  or  are  planning  to  have  them  constructed  from 
tlieir  own  resources.  The  present  generation  will  probably  see  lines 
of  railway  extending  to  all  porti<ms  of  the  Empire  and  the  present 
mileage  increased  four  or  five  fold.  Railroad  construction,  however, 
like  many  other  enterprises  in  China,  waits  upon  the  conclusion  of 
the  war. 

Kotor  Cars,  Bicycles,  and  Motorcycles. 

The  imports  of  motor  cars  into  China  for  the  three  years  under 
review  were  as  follows:  1912— $209,461 ;  1913— $380,933 ;  1914r-$382,- 
191.  These  small  amounts  are  accounted  for  by  the  absence  of  roads 
in  China.  There  is  not  even  a  military  road,  which  most  ancient 
countries  considered  necessary;  there  are  certain  trade  and  courier 
routes  throughout  the  country,  but  these  are  merely  coolie  tracks  and 
mule  paths  and  are  impassable  to  anything  on  wheels  except  a  wheel- 
barrow.  Except  in  Shanghai,  Hankow,  Tientsin,  and  Peking,  and 

garts  of  Shantung,  no  roads  are  to  be  found  in  any  part  of  China, 
hanghai  is  the  only  port  where  motoring  is  indulged  in  to  any  ex- 
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tent;  here  there  are  several  hundred  c&rs  in  daily  use,  the  wealthy 
Chinese  of  the  settlement  possessing  as  many  as  the  foreigners. 

No  great  expansion  of  motor-car  traftic  can  be  looked  for  in  China 
within  the  immediate  future.  There  is  no  evidence  that  the  Chinese 
Government  is  contemplating  the  construction  of  roads.  It  is  cwi- 
cemed  with  railways  rather  than  highways. 

Alost  of  the  motor  cars  in  Shanghai  are  of  American  manufacture, 
and  consist  chiefly  of  the  well-known  makes  of  low  and  medium 
priced  cars  and  a  few  of  the  latest  and  most  expensive  machines. 
There  are  also  some  French  and  German  cars  in  use  and  a  consider- 
able number  of  the  well-known  English  makes,  but  United  States 
cars  represent  a  large  majority  because  American  manufacturers  have 
their  agents  in  China  and  have  pushed  their  sales  by  starting  garages 
and  by  advertising. 

Bicycles  are  always  more  or  less  in  demand  in  China.  Imports 
have  never  been  large  and  for  a  number  of  years  they  hare  repre- 
sented practically  the  same  annual  value,  those  for  1914  being  some- 
what above  ^e  figures  for  the  preceding  year^  as  follows:  1912— 
$75,475;  1913— 182,115;  1914^95,847.  The  United  Kingdom  fur- 
nishes the  greater  portion,  while  Japan  and  Germany  supply  a  fair 
number,  and  a  few  come  from  Austria,  Belgium,  and  the  United 
States.  Cheap  machines  are  chiefly  in  demand. 

A  small  number  of  motorcycles  have  been  imported  within  recent 
years,  and  their  employment  would  seem  to  be  increasing,  though 
they  are  used  only  by  tfie  foreigners  in  the  country.  The  imports  in 
1914  amounted  to  $23,703,  nearly  three  times  as  much  as  in  the  pre- 
ceding ^ear.  Motor  cycles  are  supplied  by  the  United  Kingdom  and 
the  United  States. 

{Conversions  from  tbe  halkwao.  or  customs,  tad  have  been  made  at  the  fol- 
lowing rates,  supplied  by  the  Director  of  the  United  States  Mint:  1912—90.7417; 
1913— $0.72»:  1914^.6674.] 


SALE  OF  SEHFLE  JEVECBY  IH  HOBTHWEST  DTIXIA. 

ICoQBUl  James  Ollrer  Laing,  Earaclil,  Dec.  7.] 

There  is  a  steady  but  not  large  sale  of  inexpensive  imported 
jewelry  in  Northwest  India.  The  articles  most  in  demand  are 
brooches,  pendants,  rings,  and  bracelets  (called  bangles  here).  The 
European  residents  are  the  chief  purchasers  of  this  imported  jewelry, 
as  the  natives  usually  prefer  their  own  kind  of  jewelry  made  locally. 
Pars!  women  wear  Eluropean  rings  and  pins,  but  Hindu  and  Moham- 
medan women,  as  a  rule,  wear  native-made  jewelry* 

Expensive  articles  are  not  in  graieral  demancl.  Diamonds  and 
other  stones  have  no  great  sale  to  the  general  public  in  this  district. 
Indian  princes  and  very  rich  natives  buy  jewels  in  large  quantities, 
but  the  business  is  done  privately  and  there  is  no  way  of  knowing 
how  extensive  it  is.  Bin^  are  usually  plain  gold  or  with  a  device 
worked  in  gold.  Bings  with  stone  settings  have  a  smaller  sale.  Sim- 
ple styles  prevail. 

[Seven  lUnstratioas  r^resaatatlve  of  the  t7i>e  of  Jewelry  called  for  In  the 
Karachi  district,  with  prices,  may  be  Inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Dmoestic  Commerce  ot  its  district  olBces,  whidi  <^ce8  wIU,  in  addition,  fur- 
adab  a  list  of  Karachi  merchants  liandlinc  Imported  Jew^y.  Befer  to  file 
Na,7ie06.] 
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OBIEHTAI.  EATES  HIOHEK  AS  NEW  SHIFB  ABE  BUILT. 

[Consul  General  George  E.  AnderBon,  Hongkong,  China,  Dee.  7.] 

Although  freight  traffic  along  some  routes  in  Far  Eastern  trade  is 
not  heavy,  the  freight  rates  on  practically  all  lines  between  the 
Orient  and  Europe  and  the  United  States  have  again  been  ad- 
vanced, or  are  about  to  be  advanced,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of 
inci*eased  freight  charges  upon  all  lines  of  trade. 

Formal  announcement  by  the  conference  lines  has  been  made  of 
an  advance  of  20  per  cent  m  the  freight  rates  between  tlie  Far  East 
and  the  eastern  coast  of  the  United  States  by  way  of  the  Suez 
Canal,  and  shippers  have  been  informed,  more  or  less  formally,  by 
the  Pacific  conference  lines,  that  a  similar  advance  will  shortly  be 
effective  for  trans-Pacific  tniific.  AVhile  the  temporary  closing  of 
the  Panama  Canal  is  said  by  shipping  people  to  have  had  some  in- 
fluence upon  this  increase,  the  plaui  facts  seem  to  be  that  ships  are 
needed  in  other  parts  of  the  world  to  such  a  degree  that  they  will  Ije 
taken  from  the  Far  Eastern  run  unless  the  rates  announceil  can  be 
obtained  and  ships  be  filled  at  sudi  advanced  rates. 

Tonnage  Weeded  for  Kovemeiit  of       Blee  Crops. 

It  is  known  that  there  are  unusually  large  rice  crops  in  Indo- 
China,  Siam,  and  Burma,  and  the  demand  for  tonnage  for  the  move- 
ment of  this  crop  has  stiffened  freights  both  locally  and  in  world 
service.  There  is,  in  fact,  no  element  in  the  situation  promising  any 
weakening  in  the  demand  for  vessels.  Norwegian  shipowners,  who 
in  some  respects  reflect  best  the  general  position  of  Hhipownei"s  the 
world  over,  are  refusing  to  let  their  ships  on  less  than  two  years' 
time  charter,  at  rates  which  are  very  high,  to  sav  the  least.  While, 
for  instance,  the  Kijipon  Yusen  Kaisha,  the  cliie/  Japanese  line  con- 
ceiTied  in  European  and  American  trade,  is  maintaining  a  service  of 
11  liners  and  4  additional  ships,  together  with  6  other  sliips  which 
return  to  the  Far  East  l)y  way  of  New  York,  there  is  a  scarcity  of 
tonnage  for  Europe  at  present,  and  many  commodities  whicli  can 
move  generally  at  comparatively  low  freights  only  are  held  up  in 
Far  Eastern  ports. 

Baying  Fover  of  Chinese  People  Beduced. 

The  most  serious  phase  of  the  situation  is  the  effect  the  high  rates 
are  having  upon  busines's  generally.  A  very  large  share  of  Chinese 
produce  for  the  United  States — goods  moderate  in  value  f<M'  their 
bulk — raw  materials,  particularly  of  the  class  in  which  German  firms 
have  succeeded  in  building  up  a  good  trade  in  recent  yeai's,  can  not  be 
moved  under  present  freight  rates.  This  not  only  reduces  exports 
from  the  Far  East,  but  at  the  same  time  reduces  the  buying  power 
of  the  Chinese  people  materially,  and  affects  import  trade  just  as 
seriously. 

Under  normal  conditions  this  situation  would  right  itself  in  time, 
but  at  present  no  reduction  in  freight  rates  can  be  justified  here,  so 
long  as  there  is  a  demand  for  vessels  elsewhere  at  high  rates.  The 
situation  is  particularly  unfortunate  for  American  trade,  which  con- 
sists so  largely  of  goods  in  both  import  and  export  lines  in  which 
freight  rates  are  a  dominating  factor.  The  export  trade  in  flour, 
lumber,  and  machinery,  particularly,  will  be  affected. 
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mi^pine  Indnstriei  Atfected  by  Situation, 

Various  lines  of  trade  in  the  Far  East  itself  are  being  seriously 
hampered  by  present  conditions.  As  a  result  of  the  difficulty  in  secur- 
ing transportation,  the  rattan  and  almacign-gum  industries  in  some 
parts  of  the  Philippines  are  reported  seriously  embarrassed,  and  many 
of  the  natives  face  financial  destruction.  Shipments  of  beans  and 
similar  goods  from  North  China  and  Japan  to  Europe  ai'e  practically 
impossioLe  at  present  rates.  The  export  of  coal  from  Japan  and  Indo- 
Ghina  is  reduced  fully  10  per  cent  by  the  high  cost  of  freight  alone. 

Hoagkoiv  SUpTaTdi  Workfn«  to  Toll  Capacity. 

The  large  shipyards  of  Hongkong,  under  certain  conditions,  can 
build  ships  as  cheaply  as  any  yards  in  the  world.  Usually  the  neces- 
sity of  obtaining  much  of  the  steel-plate  work  from  abroad,  since 
steel  is  not  promiced  here,  serves  to  coimteract  many  of  the  advan- 
tages the  industry  has  otherwise  in  Hongkong,  but  in  spite  of  this 
and  the  fact  that  much  of  the  steel  now  obtained  in  Hongkong  is 
bought  at  high  freight  rates  and  in  competition  with  American 
yards,  the  Hongkong  yards  are  now  building  ships  in  competition 
Tnth  the  ^ipysrds  of  Europe,  and  are  building  them  as  cheaply  as 
the  cheapest.  All  the  shipyards  in  Hongkong  capable  of  building 
ocean  vessels  have  work  to  their  full  capacity. 

Uiien  to  be  Tuned  Ont  at  Leadlnir  Tardi. 

In  the  two  larger  Hongkong  yards,  14  new  vessels  are  now  under 
construction  or  to  be  constructed  as  soon  as  room  for  them  can  be 
made.  These  vessels  include  three  new  ships  for  the  Blue  Funnel 
Line's  "  Straits  Steamship  Co."  extension,  and  three  new  ships  for 
the  China  Navigation  Co-'s  coast  service  between  Shanghai  and 
Hongkong,  at  the  vard  of  the  Taikoo  Dockyard  and  Engineering 
Co.  At  the  yard  of  the  Hongkong  and  Whampoa  Dock  Co.  (Ltd.). 
six  new  ships  are  being  built  for  Messrs.  Bruusgaard  Kjosterud  and 
Co.,  of  Drammen,  Norway,  and  two  for  Messrs.  Hans  Kiaer  and  Co,, 
of  the  same  place.  Two  other  vessels  of  the  same  class  will  be 
started  as  soon  as  room  can  be  made  for  them,  and  three  others  are 
contracted  for.  There  are  also  under  construction  two  ve^ls  for 
the  Siam  Steamship  Co.  All  these  new  vessels  are  being  built  in 
addition  to  a  large  amount  of  work  in  the  overhauling  and  repair 
of  old  vessels,  the  task  in  some  instances  approaching  in  importance 
the  construction  of  new  vessels. 

IMmeniioni  of  Tessels  Under  CoiutnietloiL 

The  three  vessels  for  the  Blue  Funnel  Line  are  of  the  same  style 
and  equipment  as  the  European  and  trans-Pacific  liners  of  Alfred 
Holt  &  Co.^  differing  only  in  tonnage.  Two  are  to  be  280  feet  long 
and  the  third  250  feet  The  vessek  for  the  China  Navigation  Co. 
are  of  the  same  style  as  the  vessels  of  that  company  now  on  the  coast 
rniij  ekxcept  that  uiey  will  have  considerable  additional  and  modem 
equipment  They  run  something  over  500  tons  each. 

The  vessels  under  construction  for  Norwegian  interests  are  all  of 
ramilar  type.  Those  for  Messrs.  Bruusgaard  Kjosterud  &  Co.  are 
cdns^e-screw  steel  cargo  steamers,  270  feet  in  length,  40  feet  in  breadth 
molded,  21  feet  6  indies  in  depth  molded,  with  a  gross  tonnage 
pf  2,170,  and  a  registered  net  tonnage  of  1,400.  The  vessels  are  of 
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the  two-deck  type,  with  poop,  bridge  and  topgallant  forecastle,  and 
four  water-ti^t  bulkheads.  They  will  carry  3,000  tons  dead-weight 
on  18  feet  6  inches  mean  draft,  and  are  expected  to  make  10  knots 
an  hour. 

[Dispat(_'lK>s  rolatins  to  the  Kliippliip;  sttuation  In  the  Far  East  were  pHblisbed 
in  CouuERCX  IlKPOiiTS  for  Dec.  10,  >iov.  5,  Oct.  16,  aiiU  Sept  20,  1915.] 


AHEBICAH  CONSXTLAB  OFFICEES  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSEHCE. 

Tlie  following  American  consular  officei*s  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 

jurisdictions: 


Kanw. 

Poet. 

'Exphi- 
tion  of 
venue. 

Addnu. 

reck,  Willvs  R  

rana'ia,  William  W  

Booney,  Wilbert  L.«  

Walts,  Ethelbert  

TsEnetaii,  China'.  

CanloD,  China  

VoraCniE,  Me\i«)  

Matacaibo,  Veneitiela. 
San  Luis  Potosi, 

Mexico. 
Bnisieb,  Belgium .... 

Jan.  31 
Jan.  31 
Feb.  1 
Feb.  17 
Feb.  13 

Uar.  11 

Department  orst«te,Wasliiiutao,D.C. 

I>0. 

Winchestw,  !nd. 

li^  Church  Stmr,  Mobile,  Ab. 

im  Norlb  Bush  Stmt,  Santa  Am.Cal. 

1021  aiDlon  Street,  PbOadelptafa,  Fa. 

•  Consul  Wilbci-t  I,.  Bonnoy  will  visit  San  Frnnclnco.  Los  Ansolcs,  and  San  Dipito,  Cal., 
and  San  Antonin.  'X\  x..  and  will  advise  ttui  Cbaiubt-r  of  Commerce  in  t-acta  of  these  cities  of 
bis  arriral  and  address. 


SCOTTISH  HATIOHAL  BUILDINO  COBE. 

[Consul  Rufus  Flcnilnp,  tkliuburgh.] 

A  Scottish  national  building  code,  comprising  regulations  for  enter- 
ing into  and  carrying  out  contracts  for  building  works  in  Scotland, 
together  with  general  conditions  and  form  of  contract,  has  been 
adopted  by  representatives  of  the  Scottish  National  Building  Trades 
Federation  and  other  important  trades  and  architectural  societies, 
only  the  Faculty  of  Surveyors  of  Scothind  disapproving.  A  copy  of 
this  building  code  and  another  of  the  Scottish  mode  for  the  measure- 
ment of  building  works  is  transmitted  [and  may  l>e  examined  at  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  one  of  its  district 
offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  TlHSOj.  Up  to  the  pi-esent  only  the  mode 
of  measurement  applicable  to  carpenters'  and  joiners'  work  has  been 
completed. 

AUTOMOBILES  IN  CANABA. 

[Consul  rdix  S.  S.  Johnson,  Klns«ton,  Jan.  18.] 

The  number  of  automobiles  in  use  in  Canada  up  to  the  end  of 
1915  was  approximately  83,128,  as  against  61,000  in  the  previous 
year.  The  sales  are  growing  rapidly  and  there  is  no  reason  why  in 
n  short  time  there  siiould  not  be  twice  as  many  cai*s  in  use  as  at 

1 present.  Automobile  dealers  in  Canada  state  that  the  outlook  for 
>usine8S  in  1916  is  unusually  bright. 

It  is  expected  there  will  he  a  heavy  sale  in  country  districts,  as 
there  is  a  growing  interest  in  automobiles  among  the  farmers,  sales 
o  whom  during  1015  greatly  exceeded  those  of  any  previous  year. 
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FOBEXGH  TRADE  OFFOBTUHITIKS. 

Beaerred  addresm  mar  be  obtained  from  the  Bvreiiv  and  tta  diatrlct  oMeea.  Request 
for  each  (^portnnltr  should  be  on  a  icparate  sheet  and  the  U«  nnmber  given. 

Tanniug  bark.  No.  19982. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Brazil  reports  that 
a  man  in  his  district  desires  to  communicate  witti  Ara^Ican  firms  Imirarttng 
or  Interested  In  tanning  bark.  A  sample  of  "Barbatimao"  bark  (Stryph- 
nodendron  Bartiatimao,  Mart),  said  to  contain  from  25  to  4S  per  cent  of 
tannin,  certain  therapeutic  properties,  and  also  properties  suitable  to  make 
a  yellow  dye,  may  tie  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offic&s.  (Refer 
to  File  No.  71568.) 

Woolen  and  coiton  yams,  clastic  Jace,  needles,  etc..  No.  19983. — A  firm  in  the 
Netherlands  informs  an  American  consular  oOicer  that  it  wishes  to  repre- 
sent, on  a  coramissfon  basis,  American  manufacturers  of  woolen  and  cotton 
yarns,  elastic  lace,  needles,  buttons  of  all  kinds,  pins,  and  light  hardware. 
Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Scissors  for  use  in  knives.  No.  19984. — An  American  consular  officer  In  England 
reports  that  a  man  In  his  district  is  la  the  market  for  small  scissors  used 
In  small  pocket  knives.  The  longest  side  of  the  scissors  should  be  2.4 
Incbes,  tbe  shortest  side  1.9  Inches,  and  the  length  of  the  blade  should  be 
1.1  Incfaee.  Prices  should  be  quoted,  carriage  paid  landed  In  England,  la 
gross  lots  and  of  two  qualities,  tiie  finest  steel  and  a  good  quality  steel. 

Biee-hniUnff  machinerp.  No.  19985. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  the  Far 
Bast  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  price  lists  from  American  manu- 
facturers of  small  hand  rice-hulling  machines.  Cknre^Knulence  lEdionld  be 
In  French.  Gatalogues  and  price  lists  should  also  be  smt  to  the  American 
consulate. 

Sifdrtmts  and  hose  for  street  deaninp,  No.  19066. — ^The  Gaceta  de  Madrid, 
official  organ  of  the  Spanish  Qovemment,  has  announced  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  receive  t^iders  for  installing  hydrants  and  supplying  hose  and 
nozzles  for  street-cleaning  purposes.  The  Bureau  has  no  further  Infor- 
mation relative  to  this  <^portunlty. 

"Wearing  apparel.  No.  19987. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Canada  reports 
that  a  man  in  his  district  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations  with 
American  manufacturers  of  woolen  costumes  for  women ;  one-piece  dresaes» 
cotton,  muslin,  silk,  and  black  sateen  blouses ;  n^llgee  and  working  shirts 
Itor  men;  and  fleece-lined  underwear,  hosiery,  etc,  for  women.  Samploi 
sent  will  be  paid  for  at  market  price;  Oatalogues  and  price  lists,  together 
with  terms  for  cash  f .  o.  b.  New  York,  against  documents  through  bonk  on 
arrival  of  goods,  should  be  sent. 

Notions,  No.  19988. — ^A  firm  in  Greece  informs  an  American  consular  officer  that 
It  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of 
needles  and  pins ;  dress  fasteners ;  garters  and  suspenders ;  scissors  of  all 
sizes;  hosiery;  metal  and  bone  buttons;  and  sewing,  crocheting,  and  lace- 
making  thread.  Catalogues  and  price  lists  should  be  sent  GOTrespondence 
may  be  in  English. 

Trusses,  No.  19989. — An  American  consular  officer  In  France  reports  that  a 
man  in  Tunis  desires  to  purchase  American-made  trusses.  Correspondence 
may  he  In  English. 

tSrain,  oils,  vegetables,  etc..  No.  19990. — ^A  man  In  Cuba  informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  represent  American  exporters  of  beans  of 
all  kinds,  peas  and  cblckpeas,  com  meal  and  flour,  coffee,  dried  fish,  feed- 
stuffs  of  all  kinds,  grain,  grease,  oils,  onions,  paper,  potatoes,  preserves, 
rice,  and  salt  pork.  Beference  is  given. 


District  Offices  of  the  Bnreau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Hew  Tork,  Boom  409  TTnlted  States  Customhonse ;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
Vnlted  States  Castomhouie;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Bailding;  St.  Loais,  402  Tlilrd 
national  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Bailding;  ITew  Orleans,  1020 
Eibemia  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  306  United  States  Gastomhonse;  Seattle, 
OSS  Alaska  Building.  Cooperative  dlstriot  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
Buroe;  Clndaaatl,  Chamber  of  Commeroe;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commeroe; 
Detroit,  Bourd  of  Oommeree;  PhUadelphia,  Ckamber  of  Commeroe;  Davenport 
(Iowa)  J  Commerelal  Club, 
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FBOFOSALS  FOR  &OVEIIHMBNT  STTPPLIES  AND  COITSTBUGTIOIF. 

[ CnrroK pontic nr«  Rhnuld  I>p  dirfrt  with  the  offiroR  nampd*  and  sp^tflcstlonfl  cao  usvallr 
l)e  obtained  at  thu  polntH  whom  tb<?  g<H>tlfi  are  to  deltTered  or  the  work  1h  to  be  pcr- 
fornicMl.  In  chk<>s  wlicrr>  tlip  tirni*  limit  Is  too  short  to  ponnlt  firms  to  submit  tenders, 
they  should  ask  to  l)c  plncc<l  on  the  nmillnK  lists  of  such  offlcefl  to  receive  notices  calUns- 
for  future  Eupplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Heating  system.  No.  2922. — Sealeil  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  of 
YfirilH  and  Diwks,  Nnvy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  untH  March  4, 
1916,  for  installing  a  heating  system  In  the  foundry,  navy  yard,  Boston. 
AIRS.S.  Plans  and  spei-iflcations  uiay  be  obtained  oa  application  to  the 
Bureau  of  Yurds  autl  Doc1e»,  or  to  tlie  commandant  of  the  navy  yard, 
Boston. 

Bttb»i»teiicc  aiipplies,  No.  2923. — Sealed  propcsals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  Depot  Qiuirtoriimster,  United  States  Army,  115-123  Kast  Ontario 
St.,  Chiciigo,  III.,  until  Mnrcli  0,  lOlCt,  for  furnlahing  and  delivering  issue 
iard  and  broukfust  bacon. 

Comtmction  work.  No.  2024. — Sealed  proposals  will  I>e  received  at  the  oflSee  of 
the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
March  10,  1916,  for  the  construction  of  the  United  States  post  office  at 
Kalispell,  Alont.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  from  the 
custodian  of  the  site  at  Kalispell,  or  at  the  Supervising  Architect's  office, 
Washington. 

Supplict,  No.  292.5. — Sealed  proposals  will  l)e  received  at  the  ofHce  of  the 
Quartermaster,  Unitetl  States  Army,  308  Guuil>el  Building,  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  until  February  8,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  deliverinp  dried  cod  fish, 
pickled  niaclcerel,  white  corn  meal,  yellow  corn  meal,  beans,  baked  beans, 
tine  hominy,  prunes,  evaporated  peaches,  issue  coffee,  granulated  sugar, 
vinegar,  cucumber  pickles,  hiack  pe|>|)er,  cinnamon,  issue  lard,  lard  substi- 
tute, issue  butter,  oleomargarine,  issue  sirup,  TaalUa  flavorhig  extract, 
breakfast  bacon,  baking  x>owder,  full  cream  cheese,  breakfast  cocoa, 
R.  &  G.  cotTee,  soda  crai-iiors,  family  flour,  sales  lard,  cayeuuc  pepper, 
plum  pudding,  shrimp,  chlclcen  soup,  oxtail  soup,  spinach,  and  cut-loaf 
sugar. 

X-ratl  piatca.  No,  2026. — Sealed  proposals  will  t)c  received  at  the  Me<l!oal  Supply 
Depot,  Unlteil  States  Army,  543  Gi*eenwlch  Street,  New  York,  N.  T., 
until  February  7, 1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  Seed's  X-ray  plates. 

ifancHi'tr  boait.  No.  2927. — Sealed  proiiosals  will  be  received  at  the  United 
States  Kuginrer  tlffice,  TTnited  Statra  Ai-my,  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  until  Feb- 
ruary 20.  1916.  for  funiiMhlng  and  delivering  maneuver  boats  for  dams  Nos. 
14, 16,  and  17,  Ohio  Itiver.  Further  Information  may  be  obtained  on  applica- 
tion to  the  above-named  oflict?. 

Construction  icork.  No,  2928. — Sealed  projiosals  will  be  received  at  the  office  Of 
the  Supervising  Architect.  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
Fel)ruary  17.  1916,  for  the  construction  of  an  extension  to  the  power 
liouse  in  connection  witii  the  Exporiuient  Station,  Bureau  of  Mines,  at 
I'ittshurgli,  I'a.  Drinvinpi  and  siKiciticatlons  may  be  obtained  from  the 
superintendent  of  cdustruftion,  -1002  I'^orbcs  Street,  Pittshui-gli,  Pa.,  or  at 
tlie  SuiH'rvWlnp  Architect's  ollicc,  Washington. 

Ftoiir,  No.  2929.— Scaled  prupttsals  will  i)o  im'ive<l  at  the  oflice  of  the  Quarter- 
nuisler,  irnilt'd  States  Army,  ."iOS  GiinilK'l  Building.,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  until 
February  2.  1910,  for  furni-sliin^  ;utd  delivering  issue  tlour. 

Stationery  and  tcj-tilcti,  etc.,  No.  2930. — Se.iled  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Modk-al  Supply  Depot,  L'lnteil  States  Army,  543  Greenwich  Street,  New 
York,  until  February  16,  1016,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  oi)eratlng 
gowns,  widto  oilcloth  for  table,  cotton  sheets,  standard  cotton  shirts,  stand- 
ard cotton  tniie,  standard  office  tape,  cotton  thread,  ticking,  hand  towels, 
standard  loose-leaf  binders,  crown  blank  books,  "  Isco  "  envelope  openers, 
ink  (powder  or  tablets),  red  ink,  desk  pads,  rubber  stamp  pads,  btlottins 
imper,  carbon  paper,  paper  fasteners,  tyi)e\rriter  paiier,  standard  paper 
welght.s  writing  i>aper,  iiaper  pencils,  steel  pens,  penalty  rubber  stamj;t8, 
rubber  dating  stamps,  lead  pencils,  and  oil  cans  for  typewrit^^ 
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ASDinOHS  TO  BBmSH  EMBASOO  UST. 

[Telegram  from  Aiaerican  codbuI  general,  London,  Jan,  29.] 

The  exi)ortation  is  prohibited  to  all  destinations  of  cotton  ra^, 
linen  ra^,  and  waste  paper. 

The  exportation  is  prohibited  to  all  destinations,  other  than 
British  possessions,  of  railway  wagons  and  component  parts  (instead 
of  "railway  wagons"  as  formerly  listed). 

The  following  articles  are  under  prohibition  of  exportation  to  all 
foreign  countries  in  Europe  other  than  France,  Rus^a  (except  Baltic 
ports),  Italy,  Spain,  and  Portugal: 

Canes  and  sticks,  unmounted,  whether  for  basket  making  or  not; 
cordage  and  twine  of  Manila  hemp ;  certain  files ;  pocket  lamp  cases 
and  cases  fitted  with  bulbs  and  not  containing  batteries;  rum  and 
imitation  rum. 

CHANGES  nr  BBITISH  COSTBABAND  LIST. 

ITclejcram  from  Amerlcnn  ronnnl  goneral,  London,  Jnn. 

According  to  a  proclamation  of  January  27,  the  following  articles 
will  be  treated  as  absolute  contraband  in  addition  to  those  mentioned 
in  Schedule  I  of  the  former  proclamation:  Cork,  including  cork  dust; 
bones  in  any  form,  whole  or  crushed,  and  bone-ash  soap;  vegetable 
fibers  and  yarns  made  therefrom.  The  proclamation  also  makes  tlie 
following  amendments  to  former  lists  of  aboslute  contraband:  For 
"  acetone  "  (item  8)  shall  be  substituted  "  acetones  and  raw  or  finished 
materials  capable  of  use  in  their  preparation";  in  place  of  '*  phos- 
phorus "  (item  9)  shall  be  substituted  "  phosphorus  and  its  com- 
pounds"; to  item  26  (motor  vehicles,  etc.)  shall  be  added  after  the 
word  "parts"  tlie  words  "and  accessories";  in  item  38  the  term 
"  lead  "  shall  be  substituted  for  the  words  "  lead,  pig,  sheet,  or  rii)e.'' 

The  following  articles  are  added  to  the  list  of  conditional  contra- 
band :  Casein,  madders,  guts,  casings,  and  sausage  skins. 
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BEDTTCEB  dUAimTT  OF  EXPLOSIVES  MAinTFACTVBED. 

The  preliminary  statement  of  the  general  results  of  the  1914  census 
of  manufactures  for  the  explosive  industry,  issued  by  the  United 
States  Bureau  of  the  Census,  shows  that  there  was  a  reduction  in 
the  quantity  of  explosives  made  for  sale  in  this  country  in  1914  com- 
pared with  the  quantity  for  1909,  although  the  value  was  greater  in 
1914.  The  figures  for  the  later  year  were  482,003,100  pounds,  valued 
at  $39,656,310,  and  for  the  earlier  year  487,481,252  pounds,  valued  at 
$37,983,868.  The  quantity  decreased  by  1.1  per  cent,  while  the  value 
increased  by  4.4  per  cent. 

The  decrease  m  amount  of  explosives  manufactured  is  due  to  the 
decreased  production  of  nitroglycerin,  which  is  used  largely  for  tor- 
pedoing oil  wells.  The  output  of  nitroglycerin  dropped  trom  28,913,- 
253  pounds,  valued  at  $3,162,434,  in  1909  to  3,560,581  pounds,  valued 
at  $866,120,  in  1914,  the  decrease  being  87.7  per  cent  in  quantity  and 
72.6  per  cent  in  value. 

The  production  of  dynamite  increased  from  195,155,851  pounds  in 
1909  to  223,000,073  pounds  in  1914,  or  by  14.3  per  cent,  while  the  value 
increased  from  $18,699,746  to  $20,560,501,  or  by  10  per  cent 

XxploilTes  for  Xlnes  and  BlastlBC  Powder. 

The  output  of  "permissible"  explosives — that  is,  en>losives  for 
use  in  mines,  which  conform  to  the  regulations  of  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Mines  in  not  i^iting  inflammable  gases  or  evolving  per- 
manent poisonous  gases — mcreased  fi-om  9,607,448  pounds,  valued  at 
$863,209,  to  18,113,601  pounds,  valued  at  $1,604,072,  or  by  88.6  per 
cent  in  quantity  and  85.8  per  cent  in  value. 

Blasting  powder  shows  a  decrease  from  233,477,175  pounds,  valued 
at  $9,608,265,  to  208,316,125  pounds,  valued  at  $8,536,756,  amounting 
to  10.8  per  cent  in  quantity  and  11.2  per  cent  in  value. 

While  the  production  of  gunpowder  decreased  by  5,177,664  pounds 
in  quantity  and  $758,972  in  value,  or  by  40.2  per  cent  and  43.7  per 
cent,  respectively,  the  production  of  smokeless  powder  almost  dou- 
bled. The  output  of  smokeless  powder,  guncotton,  or  pyroxylin,  and 
"other  explosives"  increased  from  9,155,223  pounds  to  26,400,071 
pounds,  or  by  188.4  per  cent.  This  amount  includes  the  production 
of  establishments  operated  by  the  Federal  Government.  The  output 
of  this  class  of  explosives  by  commercial  establishments  increased 
from  7,464,825  pounds,  valued  at  $3,913,787,  in  1909,  to  21,327,684 
pounds,  valued  at  $7,111,406,  in  1914,  the  quantity  increasing  by  185.7 
per  cent  and  the  value  by  81.7  per  cent. 

Looatlons  of  Faetoriet  Engaced  in  Xanvf  aotnre  of  Ezplosivci. 

Of  the  111  establishments  in  operation  in  1914,  33  were  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, 11  in  Ohio,  9  in  Illinois,  8  in  New  Jersey^  7  in  West  Virginia, 
6  in  Oklahoma,  5  in  California,  4  in  Missouri,  3  in  Kansas,  3  in 
New  York,  2  each  in  Alabama,  Colorado,  Indiana,  Massachusetts, 
Tenn^see,  Washington,  and  Wisconsin,  and  1  each  in  Arkansas,  Del- 
aware, Iowa,  Kentucivy,  Maine,  Michigan,  Minnesota,  and  Texas. 

The  ill  establishments  used  as  materials  15,832  tons  of  sulphur  or 
brimstone,  25,885  tons  of  pyrites,  190,960  tons  of  nitrate  of  soda, 
29,002,008  pounds  of  glycerin,  and  447,437,676  pounds  of  adds— snl- 
phuric,  nitric,  and  mixed— including  295,437,398  pounds  prodaoed 
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and  consumed  in  the  same  establishments.  The  manufacturei's  also 
reported  the  production  and  consumption  of  "  61,'280,'242  pounds  of 
nitroglj'cenn,  3,616,895  pounds  of  cellulose  nitrates,  and  29,891,837 
pounds  of  nitrate  of  ammonia  and  other  materials. 

Thei-e  were  86  establishments  in  1909.  Besides  t)ie  exploKivcs  the 
products  of  the  factories  in  1914  amounted  to  $1,797,029  in  value, 
and  in  1909  to  $2,155,793. 


BBinSH  EMPIEE  FAIR  TO  BE  HELD  NEXT  TEAA. 

Plans  are  being  made  for  a  British  Empire  Fair  to  be  held  next 
year.  An  exhibition  building  which,  it  is  said,  will  be  the  largest 
of  the  kind  in  the  world,  will  be  erected  at  W'illesden  Green,  in  the 
spring  of  1917,  and  the  Westminster  Gazette  states  that  it  will  be 
designed  to  provide  accommodation  for  exhibits  from  almost  every 
known  industry. 

-  The  exhibition  building  is  expected  to  cost  $1,000,000,  and  it  will 
cover  on  area  of  610,000  square  feet.  The  frontage  of  the  stalls  will 
approximate  12  miles  in  length,  and  arrangements  will  be  made  for 
n  possible  enlargement  of  the  grounds  if  it  becomes  desirable. .  The 
fair  will  continue  three  weeks.  The  list  of  goods  to  be  shown  is: 

Piece  rchmTs,  ctotliliitr.  ilrnpi'ry,  Iiosii-ry,  liuv,  iiiUlttU'ry. 
-I*atlier.  Kutiier  prfKMls.  and  tniwIiiiK  n^ulsllcs. 
HouKc  funilaliinj;  inid  hitnlware. 
Printiiit;:,  lIthoKi*iiitliy,  Ktutiuiiery.  uiiil  bookhiiuliiii;. 
Offiw  and  HchtMil  retiiitHltt>R. 

Chemist.  <Iru}^Kt,  Kiu'Kir'al,  fii>tlctil,  mid  iihotngrnpUEi*  ;!<iods. 

Silver,  t'lectropliite,  uild  J«'\velry. 

rhlna,  ixittery.  ntid  ^iam. 

JJaehiiierj'  ajid  i>nwer. 

RuildiiiK  utKl  suiiltary  aT)pliuiK-t>K. 

Lighting,  heatiiiK.  and  cuttkiiig. 

Crot'ery,  itm visions,  toi»accu,  llceiiKed  vlfhiaU-rs'  sundries,  etc. 
Mu»icul  instruments,  etc. 
Sport»  and  t»ys. 
Cknnmereial  vehlclm. 

Agrlcuitunil,  horticiiltnral,  iind  dairy  requisites. 


BRITISH  FOBEIGH-TBABE  KECOBB  FOE  FAST  YEAR. 

The  value  and  vohmie  of  the  foreign  trade  of  Great  Brit  lin  lirc 
declared  by  the  Tjondon  Statist  to  have  been  extn eiliii^ly  Hntis- 
factory  during  191.5.  The  value  of  the  goods  iniixjjted  into  t!ie 
country,  it  says,  was  far  greater  than  ever  l)efore.  '*  It  is  true,"  says 
the  Statist,  "that  in  part  the  greatness  of  value  has  l)een  brought 
about  by  a  substantial  rise  in  priceFj,  but  when  allowance  i.s  made  for 
tills  fact,  and  the  large  quantity  of  goods  imported  on  (Jovernmcut 
account  is  included,  the  volume  of  our  impoHs  has  b?en  far  in  excels 
of  any  previous  total.  Moreover,  the  power  of  the  British  p{'oplo  to 
pay  for  the  goods  by  means  of  their  own  exports  has  been  nmintiiincd 
at  a  high  level.  Our  reexport  trade  has  shown  tmly  a  smail  docline." 

IPrelimlnary  official  statistics  of  tlio  British  foivi^ni  (raile  far  IJliri  v.cri? 
published  In  Commerce  IlEi*onT8  for  Jan.  '27,  mul  a  stiiit>iiirnr  <)f  tUe 

American  imports  from  the  Unltetl  Kingdom  for  the  sjiuie  iieiiod  in  tlic  issue 
of  Jan.  8, 1916.] 
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HABOT  FOB  AlCEBICAH  CTTBE  SVQAB  IN  SOUTH  AEBICA. 

[Vice  Consul  Charles  H.  Helsler,  Cape  Town.] 

The  bulk  of  the  sugar  supplies  in  South  Africa  is  obtained  from 
Natal  and  Zululand,  which  are  the  principal  districts  in  tids  country 
raising  sugar  cane.  XJp  to  1915  it  was  necessary  from  Ume  to  time 
to  import  sugar,  but  the  local  production  has  now  reached  approxi- 
mately 118,000  tons,  which  practically  represents  the  consumption  in 
the  Union.  Of  this  118,000  tons,  about  5,000  tons  were  imported  from 
Portuguese  West  Africa  under  an  agreement  with  the  old  Transvaal 
Goverament,  whereby  it  is  admittea  free  of  import  duty. 

Import  Duties  on  Sugar — Prices. 

The  imjwrt  duty  on  all  refined  sugar  is  4s.  6d.  ($1.10)  per  100 
pounds,  with  the  exception  of  candy  sugar,  loaf,  castor,  and  icing, 
which  is  subject  to  Gs.  ($1.4(J)  per  100  pounds.  Since  the  outbreak 
of  the  present  war  the  Union  Government  has  placed  an  excise  of 
Is.  (24  cents)  per  100  pounds,  corresponding  to  the  recent  increase 
in  customs  duties  of  Is.,  on  all  sugar  produced  in  the  Union. 

The  present  price  (November  16)  of  No.  1  refined  sugar,  packed  in 
pockets  of  70  pounds  each  (  said  to  be  equal  in  quality  to  the  best 
American  refined),  is  $5.41  per  100  pounds,  c.  i.  f.  Cape  Town, 
including  excise.  It  is  this  sugar  that  is  most  used  and  the  price  ia 
controlled,  both  wholesale  and  to  dealers,  by  The  Natal  Sugar 
Refineries  (Ltd.).  Raw  sugars  and  yellows  are  also  largely  used 
and  prices  are  subject  to  the  usual  competitive  conditions. 

Amerlean  Snirar. 

It  is  stated  that  no  American  sugar,  with  the  exception  of  cubes, 
has  been  imported  for  the  last  three  years.  American  cubes  have 
come  in  because  the  English  cubes  were  not  obtainable.  The 
American  cube  is  of  excellent  quality,  but  is  somewhat  large  in  size. 
There  should  be  a  continued  demand  for  this  line  now  that  it  has 
been  established  here,  as  the  Natal  cube  is  poor. 

The  production  of  sugar  in  South  Africa  is  fast  increasing,  and  it- 
will  not  be  long  before  a  field  for  export  will  have  to  be  found. 

[The  names  and  addresses  of  the  leading  wholesale  dealers  in  sugar 
in  Cape  Town  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  one  of  its  district  offices  by  referring  to  file 
No.  71878.]   

Fiber  for  Hannfactnre  of  Cord  and  Twine. 

A  sample  of  embira  fiber,  used  in  the  manufacture  of  cord  and 
twine,  has  been  received  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  from  Brazil.  It  was  furnished  by  a  citizen  of  Curityba, 
State  of  Parana,  through  Consul  General  A.  L.  M.  Gottschalk,  of  Rio 
de  Janeiro.  Discussions  of  the  fiber  situation  in  Brazil  were  pub- 
lished in  Commerce  Refobts  for  December  3, 1915,  and  January  26, 
1916. 

[Tlie  name  of  the  person  who  furnished  the  sample  mentioned,  and  who 
RtntPR  that  he  Is  In  a  position  to  furnish  American  manufacturers  with  this 
flltei*,  may  bo  obtained  from  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  offices.  The  fiber  sample 
uiiiy  niso  be  inspected  at  these  offices.  Befer  to  file  No.  70238.] 
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SALE  OF  HETAI  BUCKETS  IN  IKDZA. 

[Consol  Jamee  Oliver  Lalog,  KnrachJ,  Dec.  4.] 

There  is  a  good  sale  of  metal  buckets  in  the  con^iilnr  district  of 
^Karachi  and,  it  is  believed,  in  other  parts  of  India.  The  usual  size 
is  about  the  same  as  is  used  in  the  United  Stutes  for  watering  horses, 
although  both  larger  and  smaller  buckets  are  to  be  had. 

Almost  all  Europeans  here  keep  horses.  Owing  to  the  climate  and 
distances,  it  is  impossible  to  go  about  and  attend  to  business  without 
one.  There  is  al^  much  horse  racing,  and  almost  every  station  has  a 
race  meet  several  times  a  year. 

Siief,  Welffkts,  and  Friees  of  Buckets. 

A  wholesale  house  in  Karachi  fumislies  the  following  sizes,  weights, 
and  prices,  which  refer  to  dozen  lots  only : 


Bins. 

W«lght  par 

dOMO. 

Price  per 
dozon. 

Heta. 

Poaada. 

7  by  7 

23 

12.  £7 

8  by  a 

24 

2.43 

Oby  9 

30 

2.fi7 

10  by  9 

33 

2.91 

11  by  9 

3S 

3. 15 

12  by  10 

42 

3.A4 

13  by  11 

48 

4.37 

11  by  12 

U 

4.8S 

The  buckets  handled  by  the  foregoing  house  are  "seamed,"  witli 
riveted  sides.    Other  kinds  of  metal  buckets  are  sold,  however. 

tA  list  of  mert-imnts  in  Kanichl  haDfUIng  buckets  may  be  obtained  at  the 
Bureau  of  Porelgn  anU  Domestic  Ootumerce  or  one  of  Its  district  offices.  Refer 
to  file  Na  T1S17.1 


AKEBICAH  COITSUL&It  OFFICEIIS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ASSEKCE. 

The  following  American  consubu*  ofHoers  are  on  leave  of  absence 
in  the  United  States  and  will  bo  glad  to  confer  with  business  men 
and  commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respec- 
tive jurisdictions: 


Nsme. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tion of 

venKo. 

Address. 

Btomey,  WUbwt  X-fi  

Walts,  Ethclbert  

Uararaibo,  VeneEuelii. 
Ban  Lnfs  I'otosl, 

Mexico . 
Brussels,  Belgiuni 

Keb.  17 
I-'eb.  13 

iSaj.  11 

153  C  hurrli  PIrcel.  Mobile,  Ala. 

1905  North  Bi^sli  Street, Santa  Am,Oal. 

1021  Clinton  Street,  PMadelphla,  Pa. 

'  Consal  WUbert  I/,  Bonney  will  visit  San  KranciKro.  I.ob  AoRcies,  and  Smh  DIcito,  Cn)., 
ud  Antonio,  Tvx.,  and  will  advise  the  Chamber  of  i'ominprw  in  ench  uf  thvtie  cities  oC 
tafs  RETiTal  and  addrew. 


live-Stook  Census  in  Uragroay. 

Beginning  February  1  of  this  year  an  agricultural  and  live-stock 
census  is  to  be  taken  in  TTrugua}^.  The  collection  of  these  statistics, 
according  to  a  decree  in  the  Diario  Oficial,  was  delayed  three  months 
on  account  of  the  serious  invasion  of  the  country  by  locusts. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


438 


GOUHEBCS  SEPOBTS. 


THE  CAKDY  TRADE  OF  SOUTHEAffTEBH  CUBA. 

tConsn)  P.  Uorrllt  Griffltta,  Santiago  de  CntMi,  Jan.  14.1 

An  inspection  of  the  stock  carried  by  many  of  the  grocery  and  con- 
fectionery stores  in  Santiago  de  Cuba  shows  that  a  considerable 
amount  of  candy  is  imported  from  the  United  States.  American 
candy  is  quite  popular,  and  there  is  a  market  for  all  kinds  of  bulk 
and  package  goods,  chocolates,  crystallized  candies,  hard-boiled  goodsj 
mixed  candies,  stick  candy,  pan  work,  and  gumdrops. 

United  states  Has  Bu^^  of  Trade. 

Official  returns  ^ow  that  5  per  cent  of  the  cacao  imported  into 
all  Cuba  in  1913  was  entered  at  the  port  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  and  6.5 
per  cent  of  the  total  in  1914;  12  per  cent  of  the  chocolate  imported  in 
1913  and  nearly  11  per  cent  in  1914;  and  7  per  cent  of  "  other  sweet- 
meats and  con^ections"  in  1913  and  6.5  per  cent  in  1914.  The  origin 
of  Santiago's  imports  is  not  disclosed  in  available  statistics,  but  of 
the  imports  into  all  Cuba  in  the  years  named  the  leading  supplying 
countries  were: 


ArtKdM  and  eotmtrlBS  or  origin. 

itu 

1914 

Fotmda. 

ValiM. 

Foondi. 

Valno. 

220,401 

(44,551 

190,907 

149,145 

11^3,  G41 

38,913 

1«7,E02 

44,443 

£0,123 

3,622 

9,900 

1,830 

SweMmmis  and  confeollons:  , 

207,278 

31,629 

207,148 

33,587 

77,005 

13,245 

86,886 

12,690 

S,055 

813 

6,412 

1,08* 

46,  MM 

^360 

28,8.^7 

7,1» 

30 

12,721 

1,3»4 

220 

SO 

21,066 

2,719 

75,013 

8,618 

48,526 

»,408 

2,039,625 

244,602 

1,560,446 

158.  Z7« 

880,109 

91,880 

051,223 

93,287 

102,114 

16,784 

«,3»9 

8,2S7 

4.S045 

3,605 

42,078 

2,768 

Itftly  

16, 

4,123 

10,274 

3,435 

6S3, 124 

89,360 

312,624 

26,318 

382,817 

37,687 

963,188 

2%  329 

The  duty  on  candy  is  26  per  cent  ad  valorem^  including  the  im- 
mediate packages. 

Qpeelal  Paoldng  Essential. 

Chocolates  on  the  market  here  are  wrapped  separately  with  tin 
foil,  and  all  candies  should  be  carefully  packed,  as  only  during  Decem- 
ber, January,  and  February  does  the  temperature  fall  below  85°.  All 
confections  are  better  preserved  if  packed  in  tin  boxes;  most  of  those 
imported  from  Europe  are  packed  in  this  manner. 

It  is  more  advantageous  to  sell  direct,  the  financial  standing  of 
local  dealers  being  obtained  through  an^  of  the  Santiago  banks. 
There  should  be  an  opportunity  for  American  manufacturers  to  ex- 
tend their  trade  in  this  line,  and  more  satisfactory  returns  and  better 
business  connections  can  be  obtained  by  sending  out  competent  rep- 
resentatives, familiar  with  the  customs  of  the  people  and  thoroughly 
conversant  with  the  Spanish  language. 

[The  names  of  the  leading  Santiago  dealers  to  confectioners*  gooda  majr  be  had 
wn  application  to  tbe  Bnreaa  of  Ftnr^gn  and  DomeBttc  Oommoce  or  its  district 
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ofllces  by  referring  to  file  No.  71767;  those  In  other  cities  of  Cubn  appear  In  the 
Trade  Directory  of  Central  America  nnrt  the  West  Indies,  copies  of  wiiich  may 
be  porehased  from  the  Superluteudeut  of  Ducuinenls,  Ciovernnient  I'rlntlriK 
Office,  W'ashingtottt  D.  C.  or  from  uny  of  the  Bureuu's  district  ftfflces,  price 
CO  cents.] 

ENQLAHFS  CHZCOBT  STOCKS  HELD  AT  HIOH  FILICES. 

IVlec  Consul  RIploy  Witjion,  I^niluii,  Doc.  31.] 

Previous  to  the  war  there  were  four  or  five  large  firms  located  in 
the  chicory  districts  of  northern  France  and  southern  Belgium 
■which  bought  up  raw  chicory  and,  after  manufacturing  the  article, 
supplied  it  to  dealers  and  merchants  in  all  i>arts  of  France,  Belgium, 
and  the  United  Kingdom.  It  was  manufactured  on  the  epot  because 
an  appreciable  per  cent,  by  weight,  is  lost  in  the  process,  and  trans- 
porting the  raw  root  to  distant  poijita  involved  a  loss. 

On  the  outbreak  of  tlie  war  it  was  believed  that  the  cliicory  dis- 
tricts would  probably  fall  within  tlie  fighting  xoueri,  and  in  great 
haste  the  1913  crop,  most  of  which  was  gathered  in  October  of  th«t 
year,  was  sent  to  Dunkirk,  France.  About  nine-tenths  of  the  chicory 
being  imported  into  England  is  coming  from  this  Dunkirk  stoi-e, 
and  a  small  steam  vessel,  regularly  engaged  in  the  trade,  is  carrying 
on  this  buiiiness  practically  alone. 

Stock!  Shown  to  b«  Exceptiontdly  High. 

Small  and  negligible  amounts  of  chicory  have  come  in  from  Nor- 
way, Sweden,  Denmark,  Portugal,  Netherlands,  and  the  channel 
islands.  A  large  chicory  dealer  of  Ijondon  state.s  that  only  small 
parcels  of  tlie  1914  crop  have  come  through  from  France.  As  this 
country  imported  almost  entirely  from  Belgium,  it  would  be  reason- 
able to  think  that  the  supplies  of  chicory  in  England  should  be  low, 
but  the  board  of  trade  returns  show  that  stocks  are  exceptionally 
high.  The  price  for  good  root  is  also  high,  mnging  fi-om  $125  to 
$140  per  ton.  In  normal  times  chicory  sells  for  about  $35  to  $40 
per  ton,  and  can  even  be  bought  iit  $30  a  ton. 

[A  statement  on  the  French  chicory  trade,  from  ihc  consul  general  at  ParLs, 
was  pubUshed  in  Coumesck  Kkfobts  for  Jan.  21,  lOlti.] 


CONGBESS  OF  AUEBICAK  HISTORY  IN  BIO  OE  JAHEIBO. 

A  congress  of  continental  American  history  is  to  I)e  held  in  Rio  de 
Janeiro  in  during  the  centennial  celebraticm  of  the  independ- 
ence of  Brazil.  The  an'angements  for  the  congress  are  under  the 
direction  of  the  Brazilian  Historical  and  (leographical  Institute, 
which  will  endeavor  to  secure  the  coopeintion  of  the  Pan  American 
Union  with  a  view  to  having  all  the  American  nations  participate  in 
the  discussion  and  publication  of  papers  on  the  history  of  the 
American  Continent. 

No  Concession  (Granted  for  Cattle  Exporting. 

With  reference  to  the  report  published  in  Comhierck  Reports  for 
July  15,1915,  on  the  foreign  cattle  shipment  tlirougli  New  Orleans, 
Consul  E.  M.  Lawton,  at  Tegucigalpa,  Honduras,  writes  that  he  is 
informed  from  an  authentic  source  that  no  exclusive  concession  hf 
been  given  for  cattle  expoiis  from  that  country. 
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THE  V££D  FOB  COHHOSITI^  IN  IIBEBIA. 

A  report  from  the  Americftn  Lection  at  Monrovia,  Liberia,  de- 
scribes the  economic  depression  which  has  occurred  in  €tat  country 
as  a  result  of  the  European  war. 

It  appears  that  owing  to  the  suspension  of  the  steamship  services 

to  Liberian  ports  heretofore  available  large  quantities  of  native 
produce  have  accumulated  that  can  not  be  exported  and  a  really 
pressing  need  has  arisen  for  food  and  manufactured  articles  whim 
must  be  obtained  from  abroad. 

SteBiniliip  Commnnieatloii  with  TTaitod  States  Detlrei. 

It  is  earnestly  desired  that  direct  steamsliip  communication  be 
established  between  Monrovia  and  some  port  in  the  United  States, 
preferably  New  York,  and  that  steamships  be  sent  out  to  Liberia 
immediately  carrying  foodstuffs  and  manufactured  articles  to  be 
sold  for  return  cargoes  of  native  produce. 

Merchants  in  Liberia  are  disposed  to  give  every  encouragement 
and  assistance  to  ventures  of  this  character. 

The  stock  of  certain  kinds  of  foodstuffs  on  hand  is  usually  small 
owing  to  climatic  conditions.  The  most  important  of  these  food- 
stuffs are  sugar,  flour,  rice,  and  salt  meats. 

Besides  foodstuffs  there  is  need  in  Liberia  for  plain  and  printed 
cotton  cloth,  shoes  (both  black  and  tan),  kerosene,  tobacco,  limited 
quantities  of  cigai^T  mineral  water,  and  stock  medicines  for  the  use 
of  foreigners.  The  native  products  to  be  offered  in  return  are  chiefly 
coffee,  palm  oil,  piassava,  and  ivory. 

An  American  schooner  wliich  was  sent  to  Liberia  last  summer 
failed  in  its  venture  because  its  cargo  consisted  mainly  of  cement,  for 
which  the  demand  is  now  limited  owing  to  the  economic  depression. 

Merchants  in  Liberia  believe  that  a  cargo  of  articles  of  the  kind 
indicated  above  for  which  there  is  a  pressing  and  immediate  demand 
could  be  readily  and  profitably  disposed  of. 

[A  report  publlsheil  In  Goumercb  REpoBrn  for  Jan.  10,  referred  to  the  arrival 
and  the  expected  arrival  of  cargoes  in  Liberia.] 


AGEICirlTimAL  EXPOSITION  IN  OTIATEMAIA. 

The  agricultural  progress  of  Guatemala  since  the  year  1000  will 
be  shown  in  a  national  exposition  to  be  held  during  the  next  annual 
festival  of  Minerva,  at  Guatemala  City,  in  October.  A  presidential 
decree  published  in  a  recent  number  of  El  Guatemalteco  appoints 
a  committee  on  arrangements  for  this  exposition,  in  order  that  early 
plans  may  insure  the  complete  success  of  the  undertaking.  The  ex- 
hibits will  include  all  kinds  of  grain,  fruits,  and  v^tables,  as  well 
as  coffee  and  products  of  the  sugar  cane. 


Favorable  Crop  Conditions  in  Argentina. 

Special  Agent  Frank  H.  Von  Motz,  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  writes  from  Buenos  Aires  under  date  of 
December  11  that  the  crops  were  in  better  condition  at  that  time  of. 
the  year  than  ever  before,  and  with  favorable  weather  Argentina 
hould  harvest  one  of  the  greatest  crops  in  the  history  of  the  coimtiy.. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOllMEBOE  BEFOBTS. 


441 


VABM  HOTXS  FROX  CAHABA.  ' 

[Coiual  Pred  C.  8lftt»,  Sarnla.  Ootarlo,  Jan.  20.] 

Talve  «i  Pait  Seuoa'i  Cropi. 

Canada's  1915  crop  yield  is  vahied  at  $800,000,000,  the  chief  returns 
being:  Wheat,  $312,569,400;  oats,  $176,894,700;  barley,  $20,704,700; 
rye,  $1,899,900;  peas,  $5,730,700;  beans^  $2,206,800;  corn  (husking), 
$10,243,000;  potatoes  and  sugar  beets,  $36,161,900;  and  fodder  crops, 
$192,768,100.  The  acreage  sown  to  winter  wheat  is  reported  to  be 
somewhat  less  than  the  area  sown  in  the  fall  of  1914. 

Cheater  Attention  to  Stoek  Baisii^  VrftS.  ^' 

The  export  of  beef,  live  and  dressed,  for  19lK  wns  practically 
double  that  of  1914,  having  a  stiffening  effect  upon  the  market.  It 
is  urged  that  farmers  raise  more  cattle  and  give  more  attention  to 
quality  and  breeding.  From  reports  published  on  the  subject  it 
appears  that  the  number  of  cattle  increased  slightly  during  1915> 
but  that  the  la.^t  five  years  show  a  decrease  of  850,000  and  that  the 
preewt  number  for  the  Dominion  is  estimated  at  3,399,155  beef 
cattie  and  2,666,846  milch  cows.  Sheep  also  are  scarce;  the  number 
in  the  Dominion  declined  during  1915  by  nearly  20,000,  while  the 
demand,  particularly  for  lambs,  never  was  greater. 

IkwmUe  BetBTBS  In  Dairy  Induitry. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Eastern  Ontario  Dairymen's  Association  one 
speaker  said:  "Dairy  products,  as  compared  with  1914,  showed  a 
decrease  in  butter  of  about  200,000  pnnnds,  but  as  the  selling  price 
was  between  2  and  3  cents  per  poimd  higher  the  net  returns  were 
about  the  same.  The  production  of  cheese  increased  about  15  per 
cent,  or  approximately  11,500,000  pounds.  The  average  price  re- 
ceived was  a  fraction  over  15  cents  per  pound,  which  was  2  cents 
more  than  that  received  in  1914." 


WSW  MEDICAL  SCHOOL  AND  FREE  BISPEIITSAEY  IN  CABACAS. 

A  school  of  medicine  is  to  be  established  in  Caracas,  according 
to  a  decree  of  the  President  of  Venezuela  in  the  Gaceta  Oficial  of 
December  20.  A  decree  of  the  governor  of  the  Federal  District, 
published  on  the  same  date,  provides  for  a  free  dispensary  in 
Caracas,  to  be  established  and  maintained  by  public  fimds,  and  to 
operate  under  the  supervision  of  the  general  inspector  of  civil  hos- 
pitals of  the  District. 


Method  of  Batin|f  Farm  Gas  Tractors  to  be  Devised. 

The  rapid  progress  in  the  dev-elopment  of  the  farm  gas  tractor  and 
the  constantly  increasing  number  of  men  who  are  purchasing  or  con- 
templating the  purchase  of  outfits  in  the  United  States  have  led  to  a 
movement  in  the  United  States  Department  of  Agrioidture  in  favor 
of  some  standard  rating  of  the  power  of  such  maclijnes.  The  de- 
partment recommends  that  until  there  is  such  a  definite  authorita- 
tive standard,  purchasers  of  tractors  should  pay  more  attention  to 
the  amtnmt  of  work  actually  done  under  like  conditions  and  with 
praetically  the  some  fuel  consumption  than  to  the  catalogue  ratings. 
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THE  FEFFEB  TRADE  OF  INDIA. 

tConHtil  I.ueion  Momminger,  Madras,  India,  Nov.  0.1 

Tlie  consular  district  of  Madras  comprises  that  portion  of  India  ex- 
tending from  the  Bombay  Presidency,  the  Central  Provinces,  and 
Orissa,  in  Bengal,  to  Cape  Oomorin.  Within  the  limits  of  the  district 
are  Madras  Presidency,  the  Native  Stat^  of  Travancore,  Cochin, 
Mysore,  and  Hyderabad;  the  small  chiefships  of  Pudukottai,  Ban- 
gimapaile,  an(]  Sandiir;  and  the  small  French  possessions  of  Pondi- 
cherry,  Ivarikal,  Mahe,  and  Yanaon.  On  the  western  coast  of  this 
region,  generally  described  as  South  India,  pepper  is  extensively 
cultivated.  Malaliar  lias,  in  fact,  been  considered,  rightly  or  wrongly, 
the  original  home  of  the  pepper  of  commerce.  In  Sir  George  Watt's 
^'  (Commercial  Pi*oducts  of  India  "  the  following  is  stated  regarding 
pepper ; 

P,  nigrum,  lAnn. ;  the  Iilnek  ami  white  pet^r.  A  climber,  usually  dioecious, 
Willi  In  the  forests  of  TrnTancore  ami  Malabar  ami  cultivated  In  the  hot,  damp 
lociilities  of  southern  IntUn.  Pepper  was  ouo  of  the  most  Important  articles  of 
early  Indo-Kuroix'iin  trade  and  lias  been  extensively  cultivat*^  on  the  western 
coast  of  S<»nth  India  from  very  early  times.  Vincent  (Perlplus,  etc.,  1800,  app. 
42)  RpealvS  of  it  as  grown  in  Mahihar.  It  has  aocordinsly  been  specially  culti- 
vated there  since  nt  least  the  liftli  century.  «  ♦  •  Though  cultivated  from 
remote  times  In  Sumatra,  tlio  Straits.  Siam,  and  the  Malay  Peniusuia  Renerally, 
Malabar  has  always  been  considered  to  prt»duoe  the  bt-st  pepper.  The  Provinces 
where  pepper  Is  most  extensively  grown  to-day  are  Madras  and  Bombay.  Hauau- 
sek  (Micro.  Tech.  Vrtnl.  [Winton  nnd  Bariwr,  transl.],  1907,  374)  states  that 
pepper  is  adultenitwl  with  ground  (ilive  stone<». 

Pepper  Snbjected  to  Wo  Special  "  Processes." 

The  consulate  at  Madras  addressed  a  communication  on  the  subject 
of  cultural  methods  to  export  iii'ms  in  southern  India  which  diip 
pepper  to  the  United  States  and  to  other  conntries.  Numerous  replies 
have  been  received,  and  one,  which  is  typical  of  all,  is  quoted  below : 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  4th  ultimo  regarding  the  gathering  and  preparing 
of  %Ialabar  pepper : 

The  bulk  of  the  crop  Is  grown  by  small  farmers  owning  only  a  few  acres  of 

land  each.  The  i>errles  are  plucked  by  hand,  dried  in  the  sun,  and  trodden  out 
to  remove  the  stalks.  The  pepper  is  then  pi<'ked  over  by  hand  to  remove  any 
Blicks,  stones,  etc.,  tliat  have  become  niixtnl  witli  it.  Malabar  i)epper  undergoes 
no  otlier  preparation,  except  that  occasional  lots  that  have  become  mildewed 
through  long  storage  are  washed  In  cold  fresh  water  and  again  dried  In  the  sun. 
Tliere  are  no  by-pnMlncts. 

Kativc  merchants  in  the  coast  ports  buy  fimull  lots  of  a  few  tons  each  from  up- 
country  deiilers.  who  again  send  agents  around  the  pepper-grmving  districts  to 
buy  up  little  lots  of  a  few  hundredweight  each  in  the  villages  where  they  have 
I>een  storeil  after  purcliasc  by  small  local  merchants  from  neighboring  growers, 
often  in  parr-els  of  a  mere  bag  or  two.  The  crop  is  transported  to  tlie  coast  la 
various  ways,  accor<llng  to  the  locality — carted  over  bad  roads,  boated  down 
canals  and  backwaters,  carried  on  bullocks,  etc.  The  price  of  pepper  on  arrlnd 
at  the  coast  is  thus  double  (or  more)  the  price  paid  to  the  orl^nal  grower. 

Tlic  big  native  nierchants  at  the  coast  ports  consign  part  of  their  purchases  to 
Bombay  and  nthei-  Indian  imrts  by  coasting  steamers  and  native  sailing  craft. 
Tliey  also  make  contracts  with  European  firms  for  forward  delivery  In  the  lat' 
ter's  godowns,  in  quantities  of  6  to  100  tons,  or  even  more,  for  each  contract. 
The  Kurojiean  merclianb*,  on  receiving  deliveries,  rodry,  regarble,  biJk,  and  bag 
them  for  shlpniont  to  Europe,  America,  and  Australasia. 

The  market  price,  at  any  moment,  in  a  Malabar  port  depends  entirely  on  the 
European  and  American  markets,  and  bears  no  relation  whatever  to  tlie  original 
cost,  which  again  varies  greatly  according  to  the  season,  and  according  to  the 
locality  where  the  i>epi>er  is  grown.  The  large  parcels  sold  in  the  coast  ports 
being  made  up  of  original  mere  handfuls  from  a  thousand  dliferent  places,  It  is 
utterly  ImiM>s8lb!e  to  uamo  any  figure  as  the  real  original  cmt  of  any  particular 
lot  slilpped. 
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As  Malabar  pepper  undergoes  no  **  inrocesses  "  beyond  sun  drying,  there  is  no 
obj«^  In  colle<tlDff  and  forwarding  ramples,  the  urf^ual  condition  after  picking 
b^g  practically  the  same  as  when  shipped. 

Bzports  of  Pepper  to  the  United  Statei. 

According  to  customhouse  statistics  the  quantity  of  pepper  ex- 
ported from  Madras  Presidency  to  the  Atlantic  coast  of  the  United 
States  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  Afarch  31,  1914,  was  2,306,528 
pounds,  valued  at  $220,289,  and  to  the  Pacific  coast  45,700  pounds, 
valued  at  $3,441 ;  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1915,  5,280,856 
pounds,  value  at  $477,143,  to  the  Atlantic  coast,  and  11,200  pounds, 
valued  at  $1,200,  to  the  Pacific  coast.  The  total  exports  of  pepper  to 
all  countries  during  these  years  were:  1913-14,  12,065,786  pounds, 
valued  at  $1,198,023;  1914r-15,  14,000,676  pounds,  valued  at  $1,278,- 
8S&.  In  the  latter  year  the  exports  of  pepper  to  the  United  States, 
according  to  these  statistics,  were  double  the  exports  to  any  other 
country,  Italy  being  the  next  largest  purchaser  with  2,719,220  pounds, 
valued  at  $245,498,  and  the  Unit^  Kingdom,  2,481,917  pounds,  valued 
at  $222,327. 

FRUIT  EZCHANQE  WITH  SOUTH  AUEEIGAIS'  GOUJSTAIES. 

[CominercUl  Attach^  Albert  Hale,  Buenos  Airog,  Argentlns.] 

The  Chilean  Fruit  Growers*  Association  sent  its  agent  to  Buenos 
Aires  to  introduce  the  fruits  of  that  country  into  Argentine  markets. 
Having  finished  his  work  here,  this  agent  has  designated,  as  his  rep- 
resentative at  Buenos  Aires,  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Interna- 
tional Fruit  Exhibit  of  1916,  which  is  to  be  held  at  the  grounds  of  the 
Sociedad  KuraL  The  Chilean  society  will  take  pArt  in  this  exhibit,  send- 
ing the  best  specimens  of  fruits  grown  by  its  members.  The  United 
States  will  al&o  exhibit  its  finest  fruits,  and  Sr.  Amadeo  Serafini  will 
be  Die  New  York  agent  of  the  organizers  of  the  exposition.  It  is 
expected  that  he  will  leave  for  the  United  States  in  January,  taking 
with  him  various  kinds  of  Argentine  fruits.  Ten  thousand  kilos 
(22,046  pounds)  of  San  Juan  and  Mendoza  grapes  will  constitute  a 
part  of  this  shipment. 

No  definite  date  has  been  set  for  the  exposition,  since  its  organizers 
are  awaiting  the  decision  of  the  Government  on  the  petition  of  tiie 
Rural  Society. 

To  Study  Conditloiu  in  TTnlted  States  Kaiketi. 

This  information  was  received  from  Mr.  Serafini,  who,  on  his 
visit  to  the  United  States,  will  study  the  conditions  in  the  fruit  mar^t 
there,  and  will  devise  some  practical  means  by  which  United  States 
fruits,  in  proper  season,  can  be  exhibited  in  Argentina,  and  Arg^tine 
fruits  exhibited  in  the  United  States  and  offered  for  sale  in  its 
markets. 

There  is,  both  in  the  United  States  and  in  Argentina,  and  in  Chile 
also,  an  extensive  season  during  which  many  n-uits  and  vegetables 
are  not  supplied  by  local  producers.  When  practical  arrangements 
are  made,  Argentine  and  Chilean  fruits  and  vegetables  can  be  trans- 
ported and  sold  in  the  United  States,  offering  no  competition  to  native 
products^  and  United  States  fruits  and  vegetables  can  be  transported 
and  sold  in  Argentina  and  Chile.  Such  a  service  will  be  advantageous 
and  profitable  to  all  these  countries. 
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ATTSTEALIAir  STATE  BECOHES  BAKES. 

[Commerolul  Attache  William  C.  Dowdh,  Melbourne,  Dec.  22.1 

Another  instance  of  the  paternal  interest  taken  by  New  South 
Wales  in  the  welfare  of  its  citizens  is  illustrated  by  a  bill  which  has 
just  been  introduced  into  the  Parliament  of  that  State,  with  every 
prospect  of  becoming  a  law,  "  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  a 
commission  with  power  to  carry  on  the  business  of  baking;  for  the 
registration  of  bakei*s;  and  for  the  acquisition  by  the  commission  on 
behalf  of  His  Majesty  of  the  business  lands  and  property  of  bakers." 

Under  this  bill  [41  copy  of  which  may  be  seen  at  the  Bui'eau  of  For- 
eign and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices  upon  asking  for 
file  No.  1037 1  the  (iovernor  (ieneral  will  be  atithorized  to  appoint 
a  commissioner,  with  a  salary  of  £1,250  ($0,083)  per  annum,  who, 
sliall  have  power  '*to  purcliase  or  otherwise  acquire  and  take  over 
as  a  going  concern  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  any  baker  in  any 
portion  of  New  South  Wales  to  which  this  Act  applies  for  the  time 
being;  to  carry  on  the  business  of  baker,  pastry  cook,  and  cnke  maker, 
or  any  other  business  or  businesses  whicli  may  seem  to  the  commis- 
sion capable  of  being  carried  on  in  connection  therewith";  and  alao 
to  acquire  by  jnircha.se,  exchange,  lease,  or  otherwise,  any  pi'operty, 
rights,  or  privileges  which  may  ite  newssniy  for  the  carrying  on  of 
the  business,  and  to  perform  all  the  acts  that  a  person  or  company 
engaged  in  the  business  of  bakery  would  perform. 

Bakers'  Be^ster — Compensation  to  Owners. 

It  will  be  the  duty  of  the  commission  to  keep  a  register  of  the 
names  and  addresses  of  all  l)akers  in  any  of  the  districts  of  New 
South  Wales  to  which  the  act  applies;  and  after  the  expiration  of  21 
days  from  the  commencement  of  the  act  it  will  not  be  lawfid  for  any 
pei*son  to  carry  on  the  business  of  baker  or  to  bake  bi-ead  for  sale  or 
for  profit  unless  he  is  a  registei-ed  baker,  under  penalty  of  a  fine  not 
exceeding  k^O  ($07). 

It  is  provided  that  the  Governor  General  may,  by  proper  notifica- 
tion in  the  (lazettc  and  in  the  daily  papers,  declare  that  any  baking 
business  coming  under  the  provisions  of  the  act,  together  with  t^e 
premises  and  all  or  any  plant  or  other  property  in  connection  with 
the  business  and  the  good  will  thereof  have  been  appropriated  by  the 
commission  on  behalf  of  His  Majesty  for  the  purposes  of  the  act. 
Elaborate  provisions  are  made  for  the  compensation  of  the  owners 
for  such  ajjpropriation,  and  in  case  an  agreement  can  not  be  arrived 
at  between  the  owners  and  the  commission  for  the  fixing  of  the  com- 
pensation a  board  of  arbitration  is  to  be  appointed  by  the  commissiou 
and  the  owners,  whose  decision  will  be  final. 


Steamship  Service  Between  TFnited  States  and  Salvador.  . 

The  President  of  Salvador  has  expressed  tlie  desire  to  the  American 
charge  d'affaires  at  San  Salvador  that  American  steamship  lines  be 
established  to  do  a  commercial  transport  business  between  the  At- 
lantic and  Pacific  ports  of  the  United  States  and  the  ports  of  Salva- 
dor, averaging  at  least  one  ship  per  month,  which  would  touch  directly 
at  Acajutla  from  New  York  to  San  Francisco,  and  vice  versa. 
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FOKEIGV  EBES8  COIOEBHTS  OM  IBABE  AHB  SHIFPINa. 
Stralti  SetUeneatt  Imp«rt  Trade  BerlTes. 

A  remarkable  revival  in  the  import  trade  of  the  Straits  Settle- 
m^ts  is  reported  by  the  London  and  China  Telegraph  of  London, 
which  saj^  that  this  branch  of  trade  has  risen  to  $65,180,477  for  the 
quarter  ending  September  30,  1915,  after  having  reached  $61,508,453 
in  the  second  quarter  of  the  year.  Large  increases  were  recorded  in 
live  animals,  food  and  drink,  and  various  raw  materials.  Para  rub- 
ber transshipped  by  way  of  Singapore  and  Fenang  to  other  countries 
during  the  September  quai*ter  increased  by  4,463,^34  }>ounds  over 
the  amount  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1914|i  which  made  a 
record  of  8,491,733  pounds. 

Another  Seeord  Total  in  Kev  Zealand  Exports. 

New  Zealand  exports  during  the  year  ending  September  30.  1915, 
for  the  third  successive  year  reached  a  record  total.  The  amount 
for  1915  showed  an  increase  of  $28,960,965,  or  25  per  cent,  shared  by 
all  ports  of  the  Dominion,  according  to  the  New  Zealand  Trade  Ke- 
view  and  Price  Current. 

Direct  Trade  Between  Siberia  and  England. 

Two  Norwefflan  steamers  of  3,100  and  2,000  tons,  respectively,  char- 
tered by  the  Siberian  Trade  &  Navigation  Co.,  arrived  at  Grimsby, 
England,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Yenisei  River  with  full  cargoes  of 
hemp,  butter,  flax,  etc.,  valued  at  more  than  $1,802,500.  The  vessels 
were  19  days  en  route.  It  is  intended  to  put  about  30  steamers  on 
this  line  in  1916,  says  .the  Dalekaia  Okraina,  of  Vladivostok. 

£ine  ttom  ITew  Tork  to  Arohaatrel. 

According  to  information  received  from  Moscow  by  the  Dalekaia 
Okraina,  the  Russian  volunteer  fleet  has  purchased  seven  new  steam- 
ers, and  upon  the  opening  of  navigation  will  establish  a  direct  line 
from  New  York  to  Archangel. 


GAHADIUr  HSHEBXEV  SEEK  COnCESSIOKS. 

{Consul  Oeoenil  R.  B.  HniuAeld.  VaneouTer,  British  Columbia,  Dec.  29.] 

At  a  conference  of  British  Columbia  fishermen  and  the  Dominion 
fisheries  ins{)ector  at  Prince  Rupert  recently  the  fishermen  asked 
for  and  received  promises  of  consideration  of  concessions  whereby 
northern  British  Columbia  waters  will  yield  greater  annual  catches 
tiian  heretofore,  their  requests  being : 

(1)  Licenses  for  catching  herring,  to  cover  district;  (2)  hnllhat  fishermen 
to  catch  their  own  bait;  (3)  salmon  licenses  to  be  Rranted  British  subjects; 
(4)  abolition  of  boat  rating;  (5)  cannery  licenses  to  be  open  to  any  nppHcnnt, 
with  no  restrictions  on  numbers;  (6)  removnl  of  restrictions  on  exportation  of 
crabs  or  other  fish;  (7)  oppolntment  of  two  residents  of  Prince  Itupert  on  the 
Dominion  advisory  board;  (8)  appointment  of  a  district  inspector;  (9)  re- 
moval of  the  limit  to  the  number  of  lines  a  trawler  Is  allowed  to  operate;  <10) 
abolition  of  licenses  to  canners  for  e^ccluslve  rights  to  llsh  creeks. 

Reports  submitted  at  thA  conference  show  that  the  salmon  runs 
of  northern  British  Columbia  are  keeping  up  better  than  those  in 
Alaska  or  along  the  southern  coast  of  the  Province. 
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CHILE'S  TEADE  IN  IHFOBTED  SHOE  POLISH. 

i!)>o,  DfC.  28.  All 
otherwise  »tntod.1 


[Ooasnl  General       J.  Kecnn,  Vnlp8rnti>o,  Dtr.  2S.    All  values  la  U.  8.  currency  except 

wneru 


Importations  of  shoe  blacking  ore  made  bj  a  large  number  of 
houses  in  ( Miile,  among  them  several  retail  firms  which  sell  shoes  and 
whicli  have  tlieir  foreign  buying  agents  include  a  certain  quantity 
of  shoe  dresKings  in  consignments  of  mixed  goods.  The  countries 
that  supplied  the  Chilean  market  with  polish  in  1913  and  1914  were: 


ItnpoTled  from  - 


llnitod  States 

llrlpium  

France  

tierinany..... 


I9!3 


7,252 


Imported  Ilroin— 


J9,709  [!  I'nltod  Klngdtm.. 
'/m  ••  All  otlwr  countries 

2.W5 't 

lii,81Q  A  Total  


1913 


$46,419 
496 


iai4 


H7,098 

707 


The  demand  is  for  a  dressing  for  black  shoes,  ns  comparatively 
few  tan  shoes  are  worn.  A  cheap  grade  of  shoe  blacking  is  made 
in  Chile  at  Chilian,  Santingt),  and  Valjiaraiso.  It  retails  20  to  25 
|>er  cent  lower  than  imported  blacking  and  for  this  reason  is  hav- 
ing a  steadily  increasing  sale. 

ExelTtslre  Agency— Cost  and  SeUing  Prices. 

To  successfully  introduce  an  article  like  shoe  polisli  into  Chile, 
the  exclusive  agency  for  the  line  for  a  period  to  be  deterniine<l 
should  be  given  to  aome  local  importer.  There  should  be  a  liberal 
i».Ilowonce  of  samples,  and  a  general  publicity  ciiinpnign  should  be 
begun  either  by  the  ninnufaeturer  individually  or  in  conjimction 
with  the  importing  house.  The  usual  credit  tenns  in  this  line  have 
called  for  jjaynient  of  account  W)  days  after  arrival  of  merchandise' 
in  Valparaiso.  At  present  a  !)0-day  draft  payable  at  Valparaiso, 
accompanied  by  shipping  documents  to  be  delivered  against  accept- 
ance, would  be  consiflered  satisfactory  terms. 

The  following  data  in  regard  to  cost  have  been  furnished  the 
Valparaiso  consulate  general  by  a  local  importer: 

Shoo  pollsl),  Iilack  oi-  tan,  nmrk  'MJohrn,"  made  In  KiiKlniid: 
GO-gi^in  (2.12-oiince)  tin,  imMe — cost  in  EnglanU,  178.  3d.  ($4.20)  per  gross; 
coHt  laid  down  la  Val]mrnls<),  diil^'  paid,  niid  incUiKive  of  5  ])er  cent  to  purchos- 
itiff  agent  in  England,  ^OXhi  per  duzeii;  retatl  sellfng  price,  aiiproxliuateb*  $0'<K) 
per  till. 

T^-grnni  (2.0.'i-oum*e)  tin.  imste — cost  In  Kn};lnn*4,  2.Ts.  Od.  ($6.20)  per  gross; 
«)st  laid  down  in  Valimraiso,  duty  paid,  and  inclusive  of  i>er  cMit  to  pnr- 
cliiistn;^  a;;ent  In  London,  ^t.SU  per  dozen;  i-ciall  M'llliig  price,  aiiproxliuatdy 
¥0.12  per  tin. 

Ill  IiottU's — retail  selling  price.  ."Sfl.lO  oiicli. 

"  IJIanco."  for  wliiU'  slioes,  retails  locally  for  npi>roxlnuite1y  f0.20  per  box. 
Polishing  Outfits— Container  Subject  to  Duty. 

Shoe-polishing  outfits  are  divided  at  the  customhouse  according 
to  the  classes  oi  articles  contained  in  the  outfit.  For  this  reason, 
and  in  order  to  simplify  the  keeping  of  cost  sheets,  importers  re- 
onire  a  similar  division  as  to  price  on  the  part  of  the  manufacturer. 
'the  following  figures  will  give  an  idea  of  the  cost  and  sales  price 
of  the  brushes  and  pads  contained  in  outfits: 

Pads— cost  In  England,  2s.  ($0,487)  per  dozen;  cost  laid  down  In  Valparolfn,. 
IncliMling  purctinsing  agent's  commission  of  5  per  cent,  fO.T8  p^  dozen ;  retail 
selling  price,  approximately  f4X12  each. 
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Brushes — cost  In  Bngland,  28.  6d.  (^0.60)  per  dozen;  coat  laid  down  In  Val- 
paraiso, Including  purchasing  agent's  commission  of  5  per  cent,  $0.05  per 
dozen;  retail  selling  price,  approximately  $0.17  each.  A  better  quality  sells 
for  $0.27  each. 

The  box  pays  duty  luMMirding  to  weight  and  to  the  material  of 
which  it  is  made.  An  outfit  consisting  of  polish,  pad,  and  brumes, 
packed  in  a  cardboard  box,  would  cost  in  Valparaiso,  duty  paid, 
about  $3.30  per  dozen  and  would  sell  for  about  $0.55  each. 

[The  names  of  the  principal  Valparaiso  Importers  nnU  wholesalers  of  shoe 
polish  and  of  the  leading  general  importers  in  that  city  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Borean  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  offices  by  asking 
for  file  No.  71591.] 

HOUSES  FOB  HOKOE0ir(rS  HUHICIFAL  EKPLOYEES. 

[Consul  General  George  E.  AndcrsoD,  Ilongkone:,  Britidi  China.  Dec.  1.] 

The  policy  of  constructing  houses  at  the  expense  of  the  Colonial 
OoTemment  for  the  use  of  its  employees,  either  on  a  rent-free  basis 
or  at  a  rent  representing  a  small  return  on  the  capital  investment,  is 
being  continued  in  Hongkong,  though  the  full  scope  of  the  Colonial 
Government's  scheme  is  restricted  somewhat  by  tlie  need  for  economy. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Legislative  Council  a  statement  of  the 
plans  of  the  Government  was  made  by  the  Colonial  Secretary,  in  the 
oomse  of  which  he  said  the  Government  had  erected  in  the  city  of 
Victoria  22  fiats,  which  were  occupied  free  of  rent  by  subordinate 
officers,  and  8  small  houses  in  Kowloon,  which  were  also  occupied  by 
subordinate  officers.  Last  year  it  was  decided,  and  the  proposal  was 
appi:oTed  of  by  tiie  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  that  quarters 
should  be  erected  for  other  officers  who  drew  low  salaries,  which 
could  be  rented  by  them  at  a  figure  to  bring  in  a  return  upon  the 
capital  cost  of  the  buildings  of  a  net  4  per  cent.  Those  quarters,  he 
stated,  had  not  been  built,  and  it  was  not  proposed  to  proceed  witli 
them  next  year,  but  there  would  be  a  number  of  rent-free  quarters, 
probably  11,  erected  next  year. 

There  is  nothing  remunerative  in  these  houses  except  that  the  col- 
ony's subordinate  officers  occupy  well-built,  sanitary  quarters  m 
healthful  locations.  The  flats  so  far  erected  have  not  only  been  of 
value  in  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  intended,  but  they  have  also 
been  of  value  in  their  infiuence  upon  other  residence  and  apartment 
construction  in  the  colony. 

Portland  Cement  for  Ai^ntina. 

The  Bureau  of  Irrigation  of  Argentina  is  authorized,  by  a  ministe- 
rial decision  published  in  the  Boletin  Oficial  for  December  15,  to  call 
for  bids  on  a  supply  of  3,000  tons  of  Portland  cement  to  be  used  in 
irrigation  work  during  the  year  1916, 

District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Jfvw  Tork,  Boom  409  Tnited  States  Cuftonliovse;  Boston,  elgtateentb  floor 
irnlted  States  Customlionse;  Chicago,  604  Federal  Baildiner;  St.  Loals,  402  Third 
Vatioaal  Bank  Bulldinf;  Atlanta,  S31  Post  Oiflee  BnildinEr:  New  Orleans,  1020 
Eibemia  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  306  United  States  Customhonse;  Seattle, 
92S  Alaska  BoUdlng.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Ckamber  of  Com- 
merce; Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  (tf  Commerce; 
Detroit,  Board  of  Commerce;  Philadelphia,  Ohambei  of  Commeree;  Daveaport 
(tmtO,  CommerolBl  Clab. 
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FOBEIOn  TKASE  OPPOBTUHITIES. 

'fie»erTMl  nddrrsKra  mav.  be  obtnined  from  the  B«r«««  and  Itn  dlatrlcf  oMcea.  Reqant 
fof  each  opportiiulty  iiliould  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  tbe  flic  nnmber  dVen. 

Cotton  Uccedfi,  No.  10991. — An  American  consular  oiDcer  In  Sooth  Africa  re- 
ports that  n  man  Id  lifs  (llstrlct  desires  to  represent,  on  a  oommisaloD  basis, 
American  mannfnctnrers  of  striped  "cottonade"  (known  as  cotton  tweeds). 
It  Is  stated  that  cash  will  be  jmld  In  New  York.  Duplicate  sets  of  pattens 
slioutd  be  s(>nt  by  re^Ktered  mall.  References  are  given.  Correspottd«ice 
mny  be  In  KngUsli. 

Copper  and  othrr  metals,  0U9,  etc.,  No.  19992. — An  American  consular  offlc«  In 
Switzerbaid  writes  that  n  man  In  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with 
Aniericjin  luftUufiictiirers  aud  exporters  of  copper  and  other  metals.  oUs^ 
etc.   KefereiKt*  are  given.   Correspondence  may  be  Jn  English. 

Office  Aupptivs,  flxtiircfi,  and  furniture,  No.  1999S. — A  firm  in  the  United  States 
writes  tiiut  its  curres|>ondeut  iu  Spain  desires  to  get  In  touch  with  American 
iimnuf act urcrs  of  office  sitppiies,  fixtures,  and  furniture,  wittt  a  view  to 
estaWisliing  agency  connections. 

Vcnccr  and  veneer  drying  machiiicfi.  No.  19994. — A  firm  In  Canada  writes  that 
It  desires  to  couimuuicnte  witli  American  manufacturers  of  veneer  and 
veneer  drying  ninchines. 

Brush  cjijing.  No.  1999.5. — An  American  consular  officer  in  England  reports  that 
a  llrin  in  his  district  Is  in  the  market  for  brush  eilging,  simitar  to  a  sample 
which  may  I>e  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  offices.  (Refer  to 
tile  No.  71387.) 

Tcxlilca  and  notion*.  No.  1999G. — ^A  firm  in  the  Netherlands  Informs  an  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  tlmt  it  desires  to  represent,  on  a  commission  bae^ 
American  manufacturers  of  textiles  and  notions  of  nil  Idnds,  sudi  as 
buttons,  pins,  gloves,  lioslery,  etc. 

SvUinga  and  Hninga  No.  19997. — A  firm  In  Manchnrla  desires  to  receive  cata- 
logues and  price  lists  from  Aniericnn  manufacturers  of  suitings  and  lin- 
ings, with  n  view  to  establlslilng  agency  connections. 

Copal  gum.  No.  1999S. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Brazil  reports  that  a 
Itrm  In  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American  importers  of 
copal  ?um.  A  sample  of  the  gum  may  be  examined  at  tbe  Bureau  or  its 
district  oiiices,  where  detailed  Information  regarding  this  product  may  also 
be  obtained. 

Shirts,  perfumery,  and  jetcciry.  No.  19099. — A  firm  In  Portugal  informs  an 
American  consular  oflicor  tliat  it  desires  to  get  In  touch  with  Amerlcna 
manufacturers  niid  cxportei-s  of  slilrts,  perfumery,  and  Jewelry.  Cata- 
logues and  price  lists  siiouid  be  sent.  Correspondence  should  be  in  Portu- 
guese or  Krencli. 

Ptunps  and  light  hardware,  No.  20000. — A  firm  in  India  writes  that  It  desires  to 
communicate  with  American  lunnufacturers  of  pumps  and  light  hardware. 

Couimission  agency.  No.  20001. —An  American  consular  officer  in  Spain  r«iK>rt« 
tlmt  ft  man  in  Ills  district  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  w  a 
commisKlnn  basht.  No  particular  line  of  goods  Is  mentioned.  Correspondence 
may  be  in  English. 

Vavhincry,  No.  20002. — A  man  In  (Tliina  Infonns  an  American  oousulnr  offi^r 
that  he  Ims  received  inriniries  from  Cliinese  merchants  for  machlneiy 
for  copiier  and  coal  mines,  macliinery  for  sawmills,  and  tractor  wooil  work- 
ing sawmills.   Iutereste<l  fimis  slioiild  send  catalogues  and  price  lists. 

Machinery  for  pumping  stations.  No.  20003 — Tenders  will  be  received  by  tlie 
Auckland  and  Siiiturlian  Pniinage  Hoard,  Auckland,  New  Zealand,  until 
Febrnnry  '.Iti,  1910,  for  funiishhig  and  Installing  pumps,  machinery,  and 
iHiuipnicnt  for  fi)ur  pumping  stations.  I'lans  and  specifications  may  Ije 
examlne<l  at  flie  Ituroau  or  its  district  offices.    (Refer  to  file  No.  71643.) 

Elcrtrienl  apparatii/t.  No.  20004. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Swltzerlantl 
reports  tiiat  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalf^es,  price  lists, 
and  full  information  from  American  manufacturers  of  electrical  apparatus 
fur  motor-cnr  lights,  Including  cranking,  lighting,  and  Ignition  device. 

-   ~  WAStiiKCTox:'QovEB:7UExintiXTixa  orncs: KM 
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No.  27     Washington,  D.  C,  Wednesday,  February  2  1916 

OOMTENTB. 

Fre«  edmission  of  tomato  parte  In  Norway        449     Caose  ot  8woden>s  tilgh  pricaj   458 

Third  cotton  forecai^t  tor  India   419     Americanraotor  oars  in  Norway   457 

Canadian  U\  Ing  corit  5t«adl)y  increasing  440  American  consularofHcerson  leave  of  absence.  457 

World  buill  lon^ershlpa  last  yatr   450     Railway  cooperation  in  Cbile   457 

Hew  rates  to  Quit  ports   451     Foreign  larills   458 

Weeklv  trade  stat«ment   453     Government  publications  for  sale   4S1 

ecicnimc  inatraments  lor  Slam                     452  Fuel  affects  style  of  boilers  used  In  Andalnsla.  461 

Additions  to  li'^t  of  radio  stations  4S3     Progress  In  British  Columbia  harbor  work  463 

Keeent  Imports  of  American  foods  Into  Halt].  453     Opening  for  American  ashhooks  In  China   463 

Cuba's  beer  industry  and  iiade                     454  ReRulaiion  of  employment  agencies  in  Argen- 

EstablisMi^  ralinxs  tor  American  firms  455       tina  .*   463 

Nat  weight  lesuutions  for  food  packages         Orain-elerator  construction  la  Australia   463 

amended   455     Fwelpt  trade  opportunltled   4H 

FREE  ADMISSION  OF  TOMATO  FUR^E  IN  NOBWAY. 

According  to  a  report  from  the  American  Minister  to  Norway, 
dated  January  3,  1916,  the  Norwegian  GoTemment  on  December  17, 
1915,  authorized  mitil  further  notice  the  free  admission  into  Norway 
of  tomato  pur^e  imported  in  containers  weighing  less  than  5  Iriloa 
each.  [Under  the  regulations  formerly  in  force  tomato  pur^e  im- 
ported m  containers  weighing  less  than  5  kilos  was  subject  to  a  duty, 
of  0.25  crown  per  kilo  ($0.03  per  pound),  while  that  packed  in 
larger  containers  was  exempt  from  duty.] 

THIED  COTTON  FOfiECAST  FOB  INDU. 

The  third  cotton  forecast  of  1915-16  for  India,  based  on  reports 
furnished  by  Provinces  comprising  the  entire  cotton  area  of  India, 
give  as  the  area  so  far  reported  this  year  17,390,000  acres,  against 
28,977,000  acr^  (revised  figure)  on  this  date  last  year.  The  total 
estimated  yield  is  3,687,000  bales  of  400  pounds  each,  as  against 
4,993,000  bales  (revised  figure)  on  this  date  last  year,  or  a  decrease 
of  26  per  cent. 

CAKABIAN  UVINa  COST  STEASILT  INCBEASINO. 

According  to  statistics  published  in  the  Labor  Gazette  by  the  De- 
partment of  liabor  of  Canada,  the  cost  of  living  has  steadily  in- 
creased in  that  country  during  the  past  year.  The  index  number  of 
wholesale  prices,  including  272  commodities,  averaged  148.7  for  the 
year,  as  compared  with  13C.1  for  1914. 

The  statistics  show  a  considerable  advance  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year  in  both  foods  and  materials  and  a  very  steep  advance  in  the  last 
three  months  in  materials,  particularly  metals  and  chemicals.  In 
retail  food  prices  the  rise  was  not  so  steep  as  in  the  wholesale  prices. 
The  cost  of  a  week's  supply  of  30  staple  foods  rose  from  $7.97  to 
$8.13.  Flour  and  bread  declined  from  the  high  levels  reached  early 
in  the  year,  but  prices  for  butter,  cheese,  and  eegs  continued  high, 
while  potatoes  rose  steeply  in  the  last  few  months  owing  to  a  short 
crop.  Coal  and  wood  were  slightly  lower,  and  rent  declined  con- 
siderably in  the  western  Provinces. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


450 


COMMEBOE  BEPOBia. 


WOBXD  BUni  FEWEB  SHIPS  UST  TEAS. 

The  principal  features  of  the  world  shipbuilding  industry  all 
through  1915  were  the  reduced  output  in  the  combatant  countries 
and  the  increased  activity  in  the  countries  not  directly  affected  by 
the  war,  states  the  Glasgow  (Scotland)  Herald  in  a  special  ship- 
building, engineering,  and  commercial  supplement  These  changes 
are  graphically  shown  by  the  table  below,  which  gives  the  interna- 
tional tonnage  output  for  the  past  two  years: 


CoimtdM. 


England  . 
BcofUnd. 
Irdand.., 


Total,  Uottad  K&igdom. 
Brftbh  Domlnioas  


FonlEii  eountrta: 
Uiitt«d  States . 

Austria  

BelKlum  

China  

Denmark  

FraiHM  

Oermanr  

Iialy  

Japan   

Methfliiands... 

Norway  

Russia  

'  Bpatn  

Sweden  


»14 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

I.  H.  P. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

I.  H.  P. 

817 
454 

23 

966, 

603,945 

246,370 

639,654 
549,290 
186.800 

208 
207 
12 

384,417 
233.501 
31,418 

310,974 
205,388 
».73S 

1.294 
271 

1,723. 154 
67.994 

1,366.834 
24.276 

S17 
183 

649,330 
32.997 

640.  SM 

i4.on 

136 
28 
16 
68 
39 
9S 

184 
bi 

164 

674 
67 
11 
9 
29 

270.962 
7!t.457 
10,. .95 
16,e,64 
33.4G3 

196.  £40 

50.".,  719 
41.792 

13(i,303 

54, lOH 

33.976 
21,197 
14,657 

306, 4A5 
£8,300 
C) 

12,120 
19.5.11 
203,1330 
S7;^.ll53 
36.455 
123.014 
116.018 
39,  66 
01.000 
33,000 
13,760 

127 

270.124 

321,168 

60 
40 
32 
46 
4 
127 
390 
86 
13 
7 
33 

8.073 
51,361 
41.4i8 

179,804 
20.230 
92.213 

217,592 
61,477 
792 
14.3110 
25,927 

6,  no 

32.043 
20.950 
188. 1» 

20.  on 

182,039 
114.510 

4\,m 

540 
13.730 
S2.S30 

1,6W 

l.li^l4  021 

(■1.697,7:^1 

955 

0»)g.337 

9»,0I0 

3,16o 

3,4^4,171 

2,888,S31 

1,655  j  l,C71,lil0 

I,i2J,fl76 

o  Data  not  available. 


b  Ewduslre  of  Belgium. 


It  is  a  fact  of  great  importance,  says  the  Herald,  that  although 
the  shipbuilding  and  engineering  figures  for  the  United  Kingdom 
include  absolutely  no  warship  work,  while  in  the  other  countries  re- 
ferred to  there  is  included  all  warship  work  reports  of  which  have 
been  received,  the  purely  British  production  is  larger  than  that  of 
any  other  country.  It  need  scarcely  be  added  that  the  position  occu- 
pied by  Germany  in  this  list  is  probably  fur  too  low,  as  its  figures 
represent  very  little  more  than  tne  merchant  vessels,  reports  oi  the 
launching  of  which  have  been  received. 

Hany  Orders  on  Hand  in  Other  Countries. 

Evidence  of  the  extent  to  which  Scandinavian  shipyards  are  bene- 
fiting by  the  demand  for  cargo  steamers  may  be  found  in  the  largo 
amount  of  new  work  on  hand  in  Denmark,  Norway,  and  Sweden. 
At  Copenhagen  liurineister  &  Wain  have  on  the  stocks  6  vessels, 
and  on  hand  further  a  number  of  orders  for  delivery  in  -1917,  1918, 
1919,  and  1920,  and  even  1921,  while  the  Copenhagen  Shipbuilding 
Co.  has  9  steamers  and  the  Marstal  Co.  4  motor  vessels. 

At  Christiania  the  Akers  Co.  is  building  9  steamers  and  the 
Nylands  Co.  the  same  number;  the  Bergen  Co.  have  16  vessels  on 
order;  the  Drontheim  Co.,  7;  the  Fredrikstad  Co.,  vessels  a^regating 
48,220  tons;  the  Larvik  Slip  Co.,  3;  the  Laxevaags  Co.,  of  Bergen,  6; 
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the  Moss  Co.,  5;  the  Porsgnmd  Co.,  4;  tlie  Piisnsps  Co.,  of  Arendal, 
8 ;  and  the  Stavaneer  Co.,  3. 

In  Sweden,  the  Eriksbergs  Co.,  of  Goteborg,  has  7  vessels  on  order; 
the  Helsingborg  Co.,  1 ;  tlie  Koekuins  Co.,  of  Mulnio,  1 ;  Lind- 
hobnens  Co.,  of  Goteborg,  4;  the  Liodose  Wharf  Co.,  3;  the  Motala 
Works,  3  tugs;  and  the  Oscarshamn  Works,  G  steamers. 

The  Sociedad  Espanola  de  Construccion  Naval,  of  Cartagena  and 
Ferrol,  which  was  started  a  number  of  years  ago  by  a  British  syn- 
dicate for  the  purpose  of  building  ships  for  the  Spanisli  Navy,  is 
now  being  permitted  to  undertake  private  work,  and  has  booked  a 
number  of  orders  for  merchant  steamers.  A  beginning  is  being  made 
at  Ferrol,  where  the  6rm  is  constructing  a  passenger  steamer  of 
14,000  tons  displacement  for  the  Cia.  Trasatlantica,  of  Barcelona. 

At  Hongkoi^  there  is  a  great  pressure  of  new  shipbuilding.  The 
Hongkons  &  Whampoa  Dock  Co.  has  on  hand  a  lar^c  number  of 
steamers  for  Britidi,  Dutch,  and  Norwegian  owners,  while  the  Taikoo 
Dockyard  Co.  is  building  sis  vessels,  three  of  them  for  Uverpool 
owners  and  three  for  China.  The  Taikoo  yard  can  now  undertake 
the  construction  of  vessejs  up  to  10,000  tons  measurement. 

The  majority  of  the  Japanese  shipyards  are  full  of  work,  and  they 
will  be  kept  busy  well  into  1917.  The  work  in  hand,  however,  does 
not  show  anything  of  very  great  size — nothing  over  9,500  ions.  The 
number  wliich  is  to  be  built  rather  than  size  is  what  is  most  impres- 
sive. New  passenger  ships  are  conspicuous  by  their  absence,  and  the 
country  is  setting  itself  to  the  building  of  cargo  sliips.  The  types  of 
these  vary  considerably.  Among  them  the  I^ierwood  system  has  a 
prominent  place.  The  Osaka  Iron  Works  has  in  hand  six  8,000-ton 
steamers  and  sixteen  3,200-ton  steamers,  all  of  this  type.  Two  of  the 
steamers  which  are  to  be  built  at  Nagasaki  are  to  have  geared 
turbines. 

NEW  BATES  TO  GUU  POETS. 

The  Queen  &  Crescent  Route  (Cincinnati,  New  Orleans,  &  Texas 
Pacific  Railway)  has  published,  effective  March  1,  proportional 
rates  on  classes  from  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  Jeffersonviile  and  New 
Albam^  Ind.,  that  will  place  manufacturers  in  western  New  York 
and  Pennsj'^lvania,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Michigan,  etc.,  in  position  to 
move  their  goods  to  the  Gulf  ports  of  Mobile,  Ala,  New  Orleans, 
and  Port  Chalmette,  La.,  for  export  to  foreign  countries  other  than 
Cuba,  Australia,  New  Zeland,  and  the  Philippine  Islands.  These 
rates  more  nearly  equalize  the  rates  applicaole  to  eastern  port 
cities.  This  is  an  important  matter  to  manufacturers  in  Ohio, 
Indiana,  etc.,  for  it  is  to  their  advantage  that  as  many  ports  as  pos- 
sible be  open  for  the  transportation  of  their  goods.  Copies  of  the 
tarifif  and  other  information  may  be  obtained  from  the  nearest  repre- 
sentative of  the  Queen  &  Crescent  Route. 


The  prices  of  antimony  in  1915  were  probably  tlie  highest  known 
since  the  metal  became  a  regular  article  of  commerce.  The  high  prices 
were  naturally  reflected  in  far  the  largest  production  ever  made  in  the 
United  States,  according  to  the  Umted  States  Geological  Survey  s 
preliminary  figures. 
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WEEKLY  TRADE  STATEMENT. 

The  imports,  duties  collected,  and  exports  for  the  week  ending 
January  29,  i916,  at  the  13  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United 
States,  handling  88  per  cent  of  total  imports  and  93  per  cent  of  total 
exports,  based  on  transactions  in  the  month  of  October,  1915, 
follows: 


Districts. 

Imports, 

DntfM 
collected. 

Expwts. 

7,47S,3D4 

as,«n,3a 

1,623,  M5 
403,  »t 
303,734 

2,780.094 
04,  MS 

1,816,830 
£03,235 
391,049 
480.763 

S107 

130,523 
2,745,525 

3W,S37 
17,177 
2S,070 
26,730 
1,523 
58,464 
38,165 
26,767 

111.8L3 
38,035 

31,343,M3 

2,401,856 
36,109,433 
2,136,937 
4,596,686 
1,396,600 
3,9M,477 
6,680.339 
675,109 
1,830,630 
2,813,651 

4, 300.410 

41.401,937 

3,622,336  68,260.796 

The  cotton  exp>orted  during  the  week  ending  January  29,  1916,  at 
the  12  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United  States  follows: 


Dbtrleta;. 

Bales. 

DbtriAs. 

BalM. 

13.005 
1,348 
4,737 

10,538 

63,486 
24.033 

10.861 

500 
6,700 

143,090 

SCIENTIFIC  IHSIBUHENTS  FOB  SIAU. 

[Vice  Consul  Carl  C.  Hansen,  Bangkok,  Dec.  0.] 

The  demand  for  scientific  instruments  and  apparatus,  as  well  as 
for  medical  and  surgical  appliances,  in  Siam  has  hitherto  been 
moderate,  as  indicated  by  the  customs  returns,  according  to  which 
the  total  imports  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1915,  amounted 
to  $45,262,  against  $66,175  for  the  preceding  year.  However,  it 
seems  likely  that  eventually  considerable  amounts  of  such  appliances 
will  be  needed  for  the  rapidly  advancing  technical  instruction  in 
the  Government  schools  and  the  Eoyal  Medical  College.  The  leading 
Government  hospitals  are  also  to  be  utilized  in  the  futui*e  for 
clinical  teaching  of  the  medical  students,  and,  therefore,  medical 
and  surgical  instruments  and  apparatus  for  diagnostic  purposes  will 
be  needed;  but  it  appears  that,  on  account  of  the  limited  demand  for 
thenG  goods  in  the  past,  tliere  is  practically  no  stock  of  such  apparatus 
in  Bangkok  at  present. 

There  are  no  special  dealers  in  scientific  apparatus  in  Siam,  such 
goods  being  usually  sold  at  the  drug  stores  and  dispensaries. 

As  a  result  of  information  supplied  by  Consul  Carl  R.  Loop,. an 
Ohio  manufacturer  of  detachable  rowboat  motors  has  established  an 
igency  in  Hamilton,  Bermuda. 
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ADnrnon  to  list  of  babio  btatiohs. 

.  The  monthly  Btatement  of  addittonB  to  tlie  list  of  radio  stations  in 
this  country  has  been  issued  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Naviga- 
tion. There  are  14  new  ship  stations  and  8  new  special  land  stations. 

The  new  ship  stations,  with  the  owners  of  tlie  respective  vessels,  are: 

Amazonia,  II.  Lawrence  Smith  (Inc.)  ;  Arctic,  Uuion  Lumber  Co.;  Catanta, 
Huasteca  Petroleam  Co.;  Charles  Pratt,  Standard  Oil  Co.  of  Now  Jersey; 
DadCf  Miami  SteamsUp  Co.;  Diana,  C.  Ledyard  Bluir;  FUtridan,  American- 
Hawaiian  Steamship  Co. ;  Healdton,  Standanl  Oil  Co.  of  Mew  Jeraey ;  Henry 
WiUiamf,  Vacuiun  Oil  Ga;  Jacob  Jonea,  United  States  Naval  Radio  Service, 
Radio.  Va. ;  llMnicood,  Mnnson  Steamship  Co.;  Vew  York,  Texas  Co.;  BwtUa 
Barbara,  Atlantic  k  Pacific  Steamship  Go. ;  Tcxaa,  Texas  Go. 

With  three  exceptions,  tliese  are  uniformly  of  300  and  600  wave 
lengths,  in  each  instance.  The  Arctic  is  300,  600,  and  COO,  and  the 
Floridian  is  300,  450,  525,  and  600."  All  except  the  two  mentioned 
and  the  Jacob  Jones  use  the  Marconi  system.  The  Floridian  uses 
the  Kilboume  &  Clark,  240,  system.  The  Amazonia  and  Santa 
Barbara  are  operated  and  controlled  by  the  Marconi  Co.;  the  Arotio 
by  the  Higgins  Steamship  Co. 

The  new  special  land  stations,  with  the  pei'sons  or  institutions  by 
which  tliey  are  controlled,  are: 

Colunibin,  Mo.,  wave  lengths,  425  and  800,  UulversSty  of  Missouri ;  Fall 
River,  Mass.,  200,  425  ami  600,  Harold  C.  Bt>wen ;  Lincoln,  NVbr.,  300  and  450, 
Thomas  C.  Ilice;  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  625  (variable),  Vk\  CViriilsh ;  San  Antonio, 
Tex.,  800,  450,  and  600,  Sidney  l<^-iederlch ;  San  Antonio,  Tex..  200,  300,  and  450, 
John  C.  Rodriguez;  Seattle,  Wash.,  600  and  680  (variable),  University  of 
Washington;  Worcester,  Mass.,  variable,  Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute. 

The  Sagaponack  station  of  the  Marconi  Co.,  located  at  Long 
Island,  N.  Y.,  has  been  temporarily  closed. 


BECEHT  IMFOBTS  OF  AHESICAK  GOODS  UTTO  HAITI. 

[Consul  John  B.  Terres,  Port-na-Prlnce;  Jan.  32.] 

Imports  from  the  United  States  to  Port  an  Prince  by  the  Dutch 
steamers  Jan  Van  Nassau,  arriving  here  on  December  80,  and  the 
Prins  der  Nederlanden  on  January  1,  were  as  follows: 


Articles. 


B«ef(Mlted)  barreb.. 

Bmt  doien.. 

BIwatts  pounds.. 

Butter  do.... 

Cheese  do — 

Canned  (rults  doun. . 

Canned  provisions  do  

CoDfeetlonory  pounds. . 

Codflsb  .'.  do  

Cotton  goods; 

Checks  yards.. 

Cotton  cloth  do.... 

ColltBi  doth,  unbleached .  .do  

Cotton  prints  do  

Denims  do  

Drill,  cotton  do  

Qbigbams  do  

NanKinel  do  

Ball  cloth  do.... 

CoUais  and  ctiOs  dozen.. 

Cravats  do  

Cement  

Vloor  


Qnanttty. 


45 
3,162 
1,714 

9,3G5  ) 
2,229  ! 
45  i 

1,516  I 
13,600  j 

170,652 
12,000 
144, 33S 
26,ti52 
49,  SOS 
:9,250 
2,000 
1,700 
l,i07 
333 
121 
flSS 
1,  060,  ISO 


Articles. 


Fnrits,  dr)«l  pounds 

Oalvaniied  Iron  rooQiig  do.. 

Galvanized  iron  water  pipe  do.. 

Ham.-  do.- 

Herrinf^: 

Bmuked  boxes 

Picklod  barrels 

Lumber  teei 

Lard  pounds 

Macaroni  and  TcrmlcoiU  do. . 

Nails  do,. 

Onions  do.. 

Paper,  wrapphig  reams 

Pork,  r.alLed  barrels 

Pol  aloes   do, . 

Rice  pounds 

Sugar  do.. 

Stockings  doieu 

Suspenders  do. . 

Sausages  pounds 

Poap  do.. 

Tobacco  do. . 


Qoantlty. 


1,936 
3,625 
6,154 
7,610 

500 
lt» 
21,053 
76,901 
E.lffl 
10,000 
1,780 
1,851 
177 
63 

170,957 
45,999 

i,.a5 

4-15 

2,443 
193.200 
29,035 
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.  CUBA'S  ZNSTrSTBT  AlTD  TBABE. 

[Special  Agent  Oarrard  HarrtB.] 

The  importation  of  barrel  beer  into  Cuba  in  1914  amoonted  to 
only  $2,801.  Of  this  amount  the  United  States  supplied  $1,695, 
Germany  $752,  Belgium  and  Spain  $104  and  $250,  respectively. 

In  bottled  beer,  however,  there  was  a  large  trade,  imports  totaling 
$323,813.  In  bottled  goods  the  United  Kingdom  led,  shipping  in 
1914  $189,344  worth,  principally  ale  and  stout,  which  are  classed  in 
the  Cuban  customs  schedules  as  beer.  The  English  and  Irish  brands 
of  ale  and  stout  have  been  and  are  extensively  advertised,  and  sales 
are  being  pushed  vigorously.  The  United  States  was  second,  with 
importations  valued  nt  $119,232,  principally  well-known  brands  of 
beer  that  have  been  advertised  continuously  in  the  States.  Germany 
ranked  next,  its  share  of  the  trade  being  $13,406;  the  German  beer  is 
mainly  the  dark,  heavy  quality  and  is  bought  by  Cuba's  extensive 
German  colony.  Austria,  Denmark,  Spain,  France,  Holland,  and 
Mexico  shipped  small  quantities  of  beer  to  the  island. 

The  Cubans  do  not  like  a  heavy  beer  nor  one  high  in  alcohoL  The 
general  run  of  the  native  product  is  said  rarely  to  go  as  high. as  8  per 
cent,  and  most  of  it  is  considerably  below  that. 

Output  of  Two  Eabana  Breweries. 

Cuba  has  three  breweries  of  considerable  size.  One  Habana  com- 
pany gives  its  capital  as  $1,500,000,  Cuban  and  American  interests 
combined.  It  manufactures  also  60  tons  of  ice  per  day.  Its  monthly 
output  of  beer  is  1,200,000  half  bottles  and  900  barrels  of  60  liters 
(15.85  gallons)  each.  The  bottles  are  all  bought  in  Habana:  all 
machinery  and  barrels  are  purchased  in  the  United  States.  Hops 
and  malt  were  formerly  imported  from  Austria  and  Germany,  but 
at  present  come  from  the  United  States.  The  brewery  employs  180 
persons  and  for  delivery  purposes  has  three  2-mule  wagons.  The 
residue  from  the  brewery  is  sold  for  cattle-feeding  purposes. 

Two  kinds  of  beer  are  made,  light  and  dark.  The  light  beer  is 
the  more  popular,  as  it  is  cheaper,  and  considerably  more  of  it  is 
sold  than  of  the  other,  although  ooth  brands  appear  to  be  well  liked. 
The  beer  is  put  up  in  half  and  quarter  bottles,  also  in  kegs.  The 
crown  caps  for  the  bottles  are  supplied  by  the  United  States.  The 
brewery  uses  14  tons  of  coal  a  day,  buying  from  local  importers. 

The  other  Habana  concern  is  an  ice  company,  which  owns  two 
other  brewing  plants.  The  capital  is  German,  Cuban,  and  some 
American.  It  operates  a.  bottle  factory  in  addition  to  the  two  brew- 
ing plants.  Requests  for  data  as  to  output,  source  of  material,  and 
the  like  were  refused.  The  company  has  several  brands  of  beer  on 
the  market  and  advertises  that  over  50,000,000  bottles  of  its  product 
are  consumed  annually  in  Cuba.  It  ships  a  good  deal  of  bottled  beer 
over  the  island.  Its  equipment  is  modern  and  6rst-class  and  the 
bottle  factory  is  well  equipped.  It  uses  mules  and  wagons  for  local 
deliveries. 

Produotion  of  a  Santi^o  Company. 

The  third  brewery  is  at  Santiago.  It  is  capitalized  at  $300,000 
and  has  been  in  operation  about  three  years.  The  annual  output  is 
40,000  casks  of  120  bottles  each.  The  output  in  wood  is  2,000  one- 
eighth  kegs.  No  half  barrels  are  being  marketed  at  present.  The 
malt,  bottles,  stoppers,  and  all  other  supplies  are  bought  in  Uie  open. 
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American  mar^t.  Before  the  European  war  the  hops  were  imported 
from  Grermany,  but  are  now  being  purchased  in  the  United  States. 
The  product  of  the  brewery  is  well  esteemed  and  the  business  is 
growmg. 

[The  names  of  the  three  coiui>anies  referred  to  niay  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Ck»uimerce  or  Its  district  offices  by  aaklne  for 
file  No.  833.] 

ESTABLISHINO  KATINaS  FOB  AHEBICAN  FIBHS. 

[CoDsal  General  George  E.  Anderson,  noBgkong,  Cblna,] 

The  unusual  number  of  applications  on  the  part  of  American 
firms  for  aid  in  securing  agents  in  Hongkong  and  other  far  eastern 
ports,  has  developed  the  fact  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  American 
nouses  attempting  to  secure  such  connections  here  fail  to  realize  the 
necessity  of  establishing  their  own  financial  and  business  standing 
before  they  can  consistently  ask  for  representatives  here,  and 
especially  before  they  can  ask  prospective  representatives  here  to 
establish  their  own  credit  rating  and  business  standing.  The  matter 
has  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  this  oiBce  repeatedly  by  Hong- 
kong firms.  Hongkong  bankers,  through  whom  many  efforts  to 
secure  agents  here  are  made,  make  similar  complaint 
American  Houses  Should  Qive  Their  BusineEs  Standing. 

It  should  be  realized  by  American  houses  attempting  to  secure 
connections  here  that  while  they  may  be  well  known  in  their  own 
city  and  local  trade  territory  they  are  probably  unknown  in  Hong- 
kong or  any  other  portion  oi  the  f*ar  East  Hongkong  firms  can  not 
afford  to  tie  themselves  up  even  temporarily  or  tentatively  with  firms 
concerning  which  they  know  little.  While  some  aid  can  be  had  here 
by  American  commercial  rating  bureau  and  other  financial  agencies, 
such  conveniences  are  not  universally  in  use  and  often  are  incomplete. 

It  will  unquestionably  lead  to  much  more  satisfactory  conditions 
and  more  prompt  results  of  negotiations  if  American  houses  in  writ- 
ing to  this  office,  to  banl^s,  or  otherwise  for  agency  connections  will 
State  in  their  original  letter  their  business  standing  and  references 
and  will  otherwise  give  to  possible  correspondents  some  indication  of 
the  nature  and  extent  of  their  business  and  otherwise  inform  Hong- 
kong people  what  promise  of  permanency  and  stability  of  busine^ 
relations  may  be  possible  for  them.  Until  some  such  information  is 
available  Hongkong  firms  naturally  will  hesitate  to  seek  connections, 
forward  samples,  or  even  confidential  quotations,  or  otherwise  commit 
themselves  to  any  connection. 

Ket  Weight  Beg^ations  for  Food  Packages  Amended. 

A  modification  of  the  regulations  for  marlting  the  weight  or 
measure  of  the  contents  of  food  packages  has  been  aimounced  by 
the  United  States  Depai'tment  of  Agriculture  in  Food  Inspection 
Decision  163.  This  permits  tlie  use  oi  fractions  in  indicating  weight 
and  measure  when  there  exists  a  definite  trade  custom  for  their 
use.  Under  previous  rulings  a  package  containing  one-half  gallon 
should  be  marked  as  2  quai-ts,  but  now  it  may  be  marked  as  one- 
half  gallon.  The  decision  permits  the  use  of  the  metric  system  in 
marking  food  packages,  when  this  system  is  preferred,  and  specifies 
the  terms  in  which  weight  or  measure  sliould  be  stated  when  the 
metric  Eastern  is  used. 
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CAUSE  OF  SWXDEN'3  HiaH  ?BICES. 

[Consal  B.  U.  BaBmusen.  Goteborg,  Dec  20.] 

It  is  not  surprising  that  the  war  and  world  trade  conditions  greatly 

increased  the  cost  of  living  in  a  country  like  Sweden,  whose  importe 
of  foodstuffs  ai-e  relatively  large,  but  the  abnormal  increase  in  the 
price  of  domestic  food  products  and  other  necessaries  of  life  was  not 
anticipated,  nor  is  it  due  to  supply  and  demand  alone,  but  in  a  large 
measure  to  speculation  and  profit  taking.  This  is  shown  by  a  recent 
report  from  the  Royal  Food  Commission,  covering  the  period  from 
July  1,  1914,  to  June  30,  1915. 

The  rates  of  increase  in  the  prices  of  various  food  products  in  Uie 
Kingdom  of  Sweden,  during  the  year  reviewed,  were:  Eggs  and 
margarine,  32  per  cent;  bread,  flour,  rice,  and  granulated  foods,  30 
per  cent ;  meat  and  pork,  33  per  cent;  other  food  products  an  average 
of  21  per  cent. 

Still  Greater  Increase  In  Accent  Xontlii. 
The  increase  in  the  price  of  food  prodncts  and  other  neceflsariea 

was  greater  during  the  last  six  months  of  1915  than  at  any  period 
since  the  beginning  of  the  war;  hence  the  rate  given  in  the  commis- 
sion's report  does  not  correctly  reflect  present-day  prices,  and  so 
far  as  fish,  fuel,  meat,  and  pork  are  concerned,  the  figures  have 
doubled. 

The  commission's  report  touching  the  purchase  of  grain  is  of 
special  interest,  both  as  to  quantity  imported  and  its  distributioa 
and  source  of  supply.  Attention  is  directed  to  the  fact  that  it  was 
the  commission's  duty  to  provide  foodstuflfs  and  safeguard  the  coun- 
try's future  needs  and  that  contracts  were  entered  into  at  a  time 
when  prices  were  soaring,  that  the  abnormal  advance  in  ocean 
freight  rates  had  increased  the  cost  in  a  disproportionate  degree,  and 
that  the  commission  had  been  handicapped  from  the  beginning  by 
the  fact  that  business  principles  often  were  of  necessity  given  only 
secondary  consideration. 

Sources  of  Large  Purchases  of  Grain  Kade. 

The  purchase  of  wheat  aggregated  199,280  tons,  of  which  16,829 
tons  were  for  municipal  purposes;  29,492  tons  of  rye,  of  which 
4,955  tons  were  credited  to  municipalities;  4,628  tons  of  wheat  flour, 
and  881  tons  of  rye  flour.  In  a  total  of  131,923  tons  of  wheat  re* 
ceived,  96,138  tons  were  from  North  America,  28,469  tons  from  SouiUi 
America,  and  8,316  tons  fi'om  Russia.  Practically  the  entire  import 
of  rye  came  from  North  America  and  principally  from  the  United 
States.  For  the  transportation  of  grain  purchased  in  North  Amer- 
ica 52  steamers  were  required — 27  Swedish,  20  Norwegian,  3  Danish, 
and  2  Dutch.  Not  a  single  vessel  out  of  the  52  employed  in  the 
transportation  of  exclusively  American  cargo  carried  the  American 
flag.   

Large  increases  over  the  figures  for  1909  are  shown  in  the  prelimi- 
nary report  for  1914,  from  the  United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census,  on 
manufactures  in  Nevada.  The  percentages  of  increase  are:  Primary 
horsepower,  141.4;  value  added  by  manufacture,  92.2;  wages,  80.5; 
wage  earners,  61.9;  capital,  38.6;  value  of  products,  35.3;  proprietors 
and  firm  members,  30.7;  salaries,  24.6;  materials,  11.4;  salaried  em- 
ployees, 9 ;  and  number  of  establi^imentSj  1.7  per  cent. 
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[ConanI  General  R.  II.  Dennlflon.  Ctarlattanla.  Jan.  4,1 

In  the  last  few  years  American  motor  cars  have  become  the  most 
popular  of  any  in  Norway  and  their  sale  continues  to  increase  from 
year  to  year.  Formerly  German  cars  dominated  the  market  and 
sold  at  from  50  to  75  per  cAit  higher  than  American  makes.  Be- 
cause of  their  cheaper  price  and  excellent  construction,  American 
cars  now  practically  control  the  trade  and  all  classes  of  American 
makes  are  represented  here.  The  low  import  duty  of  only  12  per 
cent  ad  valorem  is  a  further  incentive  to  their  importation. 

[Motor  cars  for  route  traffic,  seating  more  than  four  passengers, 
ana  freight  motors  (motor  trucks)  stntable  for  use  in  time  of  war, 
mar  be  admitted  under  special  conditions,  at  5  per  cent  ad  valorem.] 

Tha  one  obstacle  in  the  way  of  a  more  rapid  development  of  this 
trade  is  the  American  manufacturers^  demand  that  payment  be  made 
in  the  United  States  at  time  of  shipment.  If  cars  could  be  shipped 
c.  i.  f.  Christiania,  a  considerably  larger  number  could  be  sold  in 
this  market.  The  four-cylinder  cars  nave  heretofore  enjoyed  the 
greatest  popularity,  but  the  eight-cylinder  car  is  gradually  growing 
in  favor  and  its  sale  is  on  the  increase. 

[A  list  of  motor-car  dealers  In  Ghristiania  may  be  obtained  at  the  Bureau  of 
Vorelga  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  one  of  Its  district  of&ces.  Refer  to  file 
71889.]   

AKEBICAV  COVSUIAB  OFFICEKS  GS  LEAVE  OF  ABSEVCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence 
in  the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men 
and  commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respec- 
tive jurisdictions: 


Nbiih. 

Post 

Expln- 

tlODOf 

venua. 

Hftracafbo,  Veneioela. 
San  LulB  Potosl, 

Mexico. 
Bnmels,  Beiclum  

Feb.  17 
Feb.  13 

Uar.  11 

153  Church  Street,  Mobne,  Ala. 
1S0&  North  Busb  Stmt,  Santa  Ana. 
I  aL 

lOei  Clinton  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

•  Oonml  Wllbert  L.  Bomiey  will  vhlt  Los  Angeles  and  San  Dle^o,  Cel.,  and  Sim  Antwilo,  Tex.,  and 
will  advise  the  Chamber  of  (^omierce  in  each  oi  these  dtlei  of  bis  am  1*0!  and  addressi. 


eauway  coopeeation  in  chile. 

Following  a  recent  agreement  for  interchange  of  traffic  between 
the  Chilean  Northern  Railway  Co.  and  the  North  Central  Sys- 
tem, a  ministerial  decree  in  the  Diario  Oficial  provides  for  general 
cooperation  among  the  railway  lines  of  Chile.  Hereafter  all  railway 
companies  must  permit  the  junction  of  their  own  lines  with  tho.'^  of 
other  companies  and  must  agree  to  facilitate  traffic  by  the  common 
use  of  the  same  tracks  by  selling  through  tickets  to  piissengers  and  by 
offering  through  rates  for  freight;  they  must  permit  the  construction 
of  <^her  lines  to  their  own  stations  and  of  branches  connecting  lines 
from  these  stations  with  factories,  mines,  and  docks.  ^  Signed  con- 
tracts will  be  made  between  connecting  lines,  stipulating  the  com- 
pensation to  be  received  for  the  privileges  granted. 
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KEZICO. 

[na»ed  on  reports  rcc^lvt-d  from  Consuls  Wflbert  L.  BonneT.  Rbd  Lats  Potosf ;  WUIlam 
W,  Canada,  Vera  Cruz;  Alonzo  B.  Garrett,  Nuevo  Laredo;  Wllll4im  P.  Blocker,  Cindad 
PiedroH  Neeratt :  .Tef  sc  JJ.  Johnnon.  Matamoras ;  Fredorlck  Rlmpicb,  Nogales ;  Con  mil 
Qcseral  I*blllp  C.  Hunnn,  ftlonlcr^ ;  and  Vice  Consuls  Tbomaa  U.  Beran,  Tamplco,  and 
B.  O.  Brotherton,  AgiiftscnlientesJ  _ 

Present  Castoms  Kiglme. 

The  customs  tariff  at  present  in  force  in  Mexico  is  practically  the 
same  as  was  in  effect  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  except  for  the 
changes  provided  for  by  the  decrees  of  September  18  and  29,  1915. 
The  increased  surtax  of  10  per  cent  of  the  duty,  provided  for  by  the 
law  of  February  6,  1913  (see  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  10,  p.  84),  is 
fitill  in  effect.  Attention  should  be  called  to  the  fact  that  while  very 
few  changes  have  been  made  in  the  import  duties,  the  change  in  the 
method  of  payment  of  dut^,  provided  for  by  the  decree  of  September 
18,  1915,  results  in  a  considerable  reduction  in  duty,  owing  to  the 
depreciation  of  the  Mexican  peso.  According  to  the  provision  of 
that  decree,  only  20  per  cent  of  the  import  duty  is  to  be  paid  ia 
Mexican  gold  or  in  American  currency  at  the  rate  of  2  pesos  to  the 
dollar,  and  the  remainder  is  payable  in  Constitutionalist  currency. 
The  export  duties  are  payable  in  gold.  Mexican  silver  dollars  are 
accepted  in  payment  of  duty  at  a  discount  of  34  per  cent  of  their 
nommol  value,  and  silver  half  dollars  at  a  discount  of  47  per  cent. 

The  decree  of  September  29, 1915,  revises  and  reenacts  previous  de- 
crees regarding  export  and  import  duties,  prohibitions,  and  exemp- 
tions. By  this  decree  the  following  articles  are  now  admitted  free  of 
duty,  in  addition  to  those  specified  in  the  tariff : 

Tariff  No. 

6.  Meat,  flsh,  and  shell  flsh ;  dried,  Bmoke<1,  salted,  or  pickled. 
84.  Preserved  foods  of  animal  orl£^ 
37.  Pure  lard. 

93.  Rice. 

94.  Oiite  In  the  ^raln  and  rolletl  barley. 

101.  Fruits,  garden  produce,  vegetables,  and  tubers,  fresh,  not  otherwise 
specified. 

103.  Corn. 

104.  Allm«itary  seeds  and  grains,  not  otherwise  spedfled,  Indudtng  wheat 

and  other  grains, 
ex  123.  Olive  oil  In  cans. 

ex  125.  Common  snear. 

129.  Biscnits  of  all  kinds. 

130.  Flour  of  wheat  and  other  cereals,  and  edible  incal  not  otlierwlse  speci- 

lled. 

693.  Common  soap,  not  scented. 

In  addition  to  the  articles  mentioned  above,  certain  kinds  of  paper, 
included  under  tariff  Nos.  583,  584,  and  586,  were  placed  on  the  tree 
list  by  the  decree  of  December  6, 1914,  and  the  woraing  of  the  corre- 
fiponding  tariff  numbers  was  changed  as  follows: 

•Tariff  No. 

688.  White  paper,  not  otherwise  specified,  welgliing  more  than  SO  and  not  more 
than  150  grams  per  square  meter  (1.475  to  4.42  ounces  per  sqaore  yard)* 
684.  Pnpor  called  "couche"  (glawKl  paper).   Note  201. 

586.  Paper  of  the  natonil  color  of  the  pulp,  welglilng  more  than  50  and  not  more 
than  150  grams  per  square  meter  (1.475  to  4.42  ounces  jwr  square  yard). 
Note. — Explonatory  note  No.  196  Is  abrogated. 
By  a  decree  of  May  8,  1915,  the  import  duty  on  dvnanute  and 
other  explosives  included  under  Ko.  6^  is  increased  irom  8.80  to 
2  pesos  per  100  kilos  gross  weight. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


bOKMKBOB  BIFOBTa.  450 

The  above-mentioned  decree  of  September  29,  1915,  also  pro- 
hibits absolutely  the  exportation  of  the  following  articles:  Rice, 
beans  (frijoles),  com,  wheat,  and  flour.  To  this  list  of  prohibitions 
there  have  since  been  added,  by  a  law  of  October  26,  cotton,  cotton- 
seed, and  cottonseed  oil.  A  further  prohibition  against  the  expor- 
tation of  hides  of  all  kinds,  effective  January  1,  1916,  is  contained 
in  a  decree  of  November  19, 1915,  as  modified  by  a  circular  of  Novem- 
ber 25.  The  exportation  of  Mexican  coins  has  also  been  prohibited, 
while  bank  notes  may  be  exported  only  with  the  permission  of  tlie 
authorities.  Foreign  coins  and  currency,  on  the  other  hand,  may 
be  freely  imported  and  exported. 

In  addition  to  the  above  articles,  whose  exportation  is  absolutely 
prohibited,  the  following  may  be  exported  only  with  the  permission 
of  the  Department  of  Finance:  Chick  peas,  barley,  Spanish  pens, 
butter  beans  (habas),  lentils,  bran,  sugar  of  all  kinds,  and  cattle. 

The  principal  provision  of  the  decree  of  September  29,  1915,  con- 
sists in  the  imposition  of  new  or  increased  export  duties  on  a  large 
number  of  articles,  chiefly  the  products  of  agriculture,  stock  raising, 
mining,  and  forestry,  including  nearly  all  of  the  more  important 
exports. 

The  following  will  serve  to  indicate  some  of  the  most  important 
export  duties,  rates  being  expressed  in  gold  pesos,  which  are  regarded 
as  equivalent  to  $0.50 : 

Bones  per  kilo  gross       0. 003    Rice  per  kilo  gross-.   0. 06 

Cattle  hides,  green  «  do   .  22     Sugar,  muscovado  do   .  025 

Cattle  hides,  dried  «  do   .  28     Sugar,  refined  do   .  05 

Cacao  do   .  10     Indfgo  per  kilo  not__   4. 00 

Coffee  do   .10      Horses  encli^.  20.00 

Pyewoods  do   .  002    Cows  do  4o.  00 

Goatskins  do   .  25     Bulls  do  30.  00 

Guaynlegumandmbber-do   .15     Bnnonas  per  biincti__  .02  to  .04 

HeDeqaen  do   .03     Woods,  building  and  cabinet, 

Istie  do   .  015       per  cubic  meter   2.  50 

Other  articles  upon  which  export  duties  have  been  imposed  include : 
Animals  and  animal  products,  beverages,  charcoal,  cochineal,  fe-atU- 
ers,  fish  and  fish  products,  fodder,  fruits,  glycerine,  grains,  herbs, 
honey,  manufactured  fibers,  mercury,  nuts,  pepper,  potatoes,  poultry 
and  eggs,  preserved  foods,  sponges,  stone,  tobacco,  turpentine,  wax, 
vanilla,  vegetables,  i.  id  vegetable  oil. 

An  earlier  decree  of  March  1,  1915,  provided  for  a  stamp  tax  in  the 
nature  of  an  export  tax  on  ores,  alloys,  and  refined  metals  of  gold, 
silver,  copper,  lead,  and  zinc.  The  same  law  imposed  a  mining  tax 
also. 

Still  other  laws  have  modified  the  internal  taxes  on  tobacco  and 
liquors,  prescribing  different  rates  on  foreign  products  and  on  articles 
Ot  domestic  production.  For  foreign  liquors  the  internal  tax  is  fixod 
at  25  per  cent  of  the  import  duties  and  is  therefore  equivalent  to  a 
surtax  of  that  amount.  Finally,  the  sej)arate  States  have  been  for- 
bidden to  levy  or  regulate  customs  duties  or  internal-revenue  taxes. 

[Detailed  reports  showing  the  changes  in  export  and  excise  duties  nud  la 
customs  regulations  are  on  file  in  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  atHi  Domestic  Com- 
nterce,  and  additional  Information  will  be  furnished  upon  request.] 

•  TtM  exportBtloD  of  cattle  hides  has  been  prohibited  since  Jan.  1,  lOld. 
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[£]  Pernano,  Not.  1ft,  nnd  BoteUn  de  las  Adoaims  del  Pero,  Nor.  27.1 
Export  Ihities  on  Kineral  Frodvets. 

As  a  compnnion  measure  to  the  law  providing  for  export  duties  on 
agricultural  products  (see  Commebce  Repobts  for  Jan.  17,  1916), 
a  law  was  enacted  by  the  Peruvian  Government  on  November  14, 
1915,  dealing  with  expoi-t  duties  on  mineral  products.  This  law 
provides  for  fixed  export  duties  on  gold,  petroleum,  and  certain  ores, 
while  tiie  duties  on  silver  and  copper  are  graduated  in  accordance 
wil^  the  quotations  of  the  London  Metal  flxchange,  as  published 
weekly  by  the  Lima  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Duties  are  payable  by 
drafts  on  New  York  or  London,  or  in  gold.  The  exportation  of 
amalgams  is  prohibited. 

In  commenting  upon  the  law,  the  West  Coast  Leader  (Lima,  Peru) 
of  November  18, 1915,  states  as  follows: 

**A8  finally  fixed,  the  expoit  tax  is  a  compromise  between  the  de- 
mands of  tl^  Government  and  the  protests  of  the  mining  interests. 
While  under  this  new  tax  the  mineral  industry  in  Peru  can  scarcely 
be  considered  as  operating  under  exceptionally  liberal  conditions, 
at  the  same  time  the  tax  is  not  excessively  burdensome. 

"The  Government's  acceptance  of  the  tax  of  1  shilling  per  ton  on 
petroleum  exports  instead  of  the  2.  4,  and  8  shillings  previously  de- 
manded on  production,  insures  that  tlie  active  development  policy  in- 
augurated by  the  Imperial  Oil  Co.  at  Talara  and  Negntos  will  be  car- 
ried forwarcl.  The  new  refinery  at  Talara^  when  completed,  will  have 
a  capacity  of  4,(KX)  barrels  a  day,  and  it  is  intended  to  make  Talara 
the  distributing  point  for  the  entire  west  coast  of  South  America. 
It  is  estimated  that  the  new  tax  will  amount  to  a  levy  of  10  per 
cent  per  annum  on  the  net  profits  of  the  Negritos  fields.  Exports 
from  Negritos  during  the  year  1914^1915  amounted  to  219,000  tons, 
and  this  figure  will  be  largely  increased  during  the  present  year." 

"The  Cerro  de  Pasco  Mining  Co.  and  the  Backus  &  Johnston 
(Casapalca)  Ca  will  be  the  largest  mining  contributors  under  the 
new  tax." 

The  full  schedule  of  export  duties  is  as  follows : 

[^20i.—(4.8005  i  loDir  t«k— 2,240  poondB;  metile  toii»1.000  lillo»-2,204.e  pooDdi.] 

Qold:"  «  8.  d. 

Metallic  per  kilo  of  flne  gold™  10  0  0 

In  combination  with  other  metals,  nmttc,  etc  *  do  2  0  0 

Silver: 

Uetolllc— 

Wlien  quoted  at  23id.  per  Troy  ounce,  .925  flne 

 per  kilo  of  fine  silver  0  10 

For  encli  additional  penny  per  ounce  do_        0  0  2) 

Sulphates  from  llxivIntlOD — 

Wlieii  quottxl  nt  23iil.  per  ounce  dO___   0   0  8 

For  cncli  additional  penny  per  ounce  do_  0  0  1 

Oombine<l  with  metallic  copiier  * — 
When  silver  Is  qnoted  nt — 

23i  and  loss  thiin  24Jd.  per  ounce  do_         0   0  6 

'Mi  ami  less  than  25id.  i>er  ounce  do          0  10 

25Jd.  and  over  per  ounce  ___do         0  2  0 

Contained  In  lead  bars  and  In  smelter  prmlucts  containing 
80  to  90  ppr  cent  coptwr  "  per  kilo  of  flne  silver.—   0  10 

*nold  for  fofunee  (within  the  country)  to  snhjpct  to  a  tax  of  £8  per  kilo  of  fine  f^d. 
■l>rovidf<d  tho  eold  asanjra  at  leiiBt  10  sntma  per  ton. 
'  Provided  the  sllrer  content  is  at  l«ait  2  kilos  i>cr  ton. 
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Ot^per: 

Metallic,  pure  or  Impure  fflbove  90  per  cent] :  £  a.  d. 

When  quoted  at  £60-65  per  ton  per  long  ton,  gross  0  15  0 

For  each  additional  pound  eterllng  per  ton  do          0  2  0 

Smelter  products  with  a  copper  content  of  niwe  than  80  per 
cent  and  less  than  00  per  cent  shall  be  dutiable  according  to  the 
Cf^per  content,  at  the  rates  provided  for  nietnlllc  copi>er.  Ce- 
ment copper  and  smelter  products  with  a  copper  content  of  more 
than  60  per  cent  and  less  than  80  per  cent  shall  be  dutiable  per 
metric  ton  at  half  the  rates  provided  for  metallic  copper.  Mattes 
and  "  ejes  "  with  a  copper  content  of  not  more  than  60  per  cent 
shall  be  dutiable  per  metric  ton  at  40  par  cent  of  the  rate?  pro- 
vided for  metallic  copper. 
Lead :  Dutiable  only  on  silver  content. 

Ores  not  specified  •  per  100  kUoa__   0   0  2^' 

Omcentrates  «  do          0  0  S  ' 

Ores  of  rare  metals,  viz,  tungsten,  molybdenum,  and  vanadium 

  ,  per  metric  ton  10  0 

Borates  from  Arequlpa  do          0  2  0 

Orade  petroleum  and  petroleom  residues  and  distillates  do  0  1  D 


OOTERHUEHT  FUBUCATIOira  POB  SALS. 

The  following  were  among  the  publications  received  in  stock  for 
sale  by  the  Superintendent  of  Documents  at  Washington  during  the 
veek  ended  January  29,  1916: 

Cotton  Goods  in  China,  Special  Agents  Series  107. — Article  toy  Ralph  M.  Odell, 
Ooaunerdal  Agent,  on  demand,  manufacture,  etc.,  of  cotton  goods  in  China,. 
Tltb  statistics  and  general  information.   Price,  paper,  25  cents. 

Special  Sttidiea  in  Elcctroiysia  Mitigation:  IV.  A  i'rellmlnary  Report  on 
Electrolysis  Klitigatlon  In  Elyrin,  Ohio,  with  recommendations  for  Mitigation, 
Soindards  Bureau  Technologic  Paper  55. — Technical  study  of  tie  subject,  with 
causes  and  suggested  remedies.  Price,  paper,  20  cents. 

UicnatructuTal  Changes  Accompanying  the  Annealing  of  Cast  Bronae^ 
Standards  Bureau  Technol<^c  Paper  60, — ^Technical  discussion  covering  struc- 
tore  nit  the  alloy,  results  of  tests,  etc.  Price,  imper,  10  cents. 

The  Catting  of  Clag  Wares,  Mines  Bureau  Technical  Paper  126.— Gives 
guieral  Information  embracing  the  properties  of  claya,  selection,  effect  of 
temperature,  factory,  practices,  molds,  etc.   Price,  paper,  5  cents. 

UeterminatUm  of  Barium  Carbonate  and  Barium  Sulphate  in  Vulcanized 
Rubber  Goods,  Standards  Technologic  Paper  64. — ^Description  of  tests  mad^ 
with  results.  Price,  paper,  5  cents. 


FOIL  AFFECTS  STTIE  OF  BOUERS  USED  IK  AKBALUSIA. 

[Consul  Wilbur  T.  Gracey,  Seville.  Spnln,  Doc.  20.) 

Information  has  been  ^ven  by  a  boiler  importer  to  the  American 
consul  at  Seville,  showing  the  class  of  boilers  used  there.  The  mat- 
ter is  especially  important  to  exporters  in  the  United  States.  Tubu- 
lar boilers,  it  is  stated,  are  only  satisfactory  for  use  with  coal  of  the 
best  quality,  which  is  scarce  and  very  expensive  in  Andalusia.  There 
is  extensive  use  of  the  cakes  produced  from  the  refuse  of  olives  after 
the  extraction  of  the  oil.  This  fuel  is  much  cheaper  tlian  coal,  but 
not  adapted  to  that  class  of  boilers. 

Tubular  boilers  also  need  the  care  of  experts,  and  most  of  the 
Seville  engineers  are  unable  to  handle  the  tubular  type.  There  is  a 
general  use  of  horizontal  boilers  of  the  French  type,  which  are  con- 
structed locally. 

'Coal  and  ttas  orea  and  concentrates  of  lalphur,  itoo,  miingaaew,  and  zlac  ace  exefnpt 
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FBOaBESS  IN  BBZnSH  COLimBIA  EABBOB  WOBX. 

lOoneal  R.  B.  Moaher,  Victoria,  Jan.  14.] 

The  harbor  of  Victoria  comprises  what  is  known  as  the  "inner 
harboj- "  and  the  "  outer  wharf."  The  inner  harbor  is  in  the  center 
of  the  city,  but  as  the  depth  of  water  is  not  more  than  25  feet  at 
high  tide/vessehs  drawing  more  than  that  can  not  use  it.  The  outer 
wharf  really  comprises  several  wharves,  which  are  intended  for 
deep-sea  vessels  imd  other  vessels  of  deep  draught. 

The  plans  of  the  Dominion  Govei*nment  for  the  improvement  of 
the  outer  wharves  embrace  a  breakwater  and  four  new  docks.  The 
brealiwater  is  to  l>e  2,550  feet  long,  with  construction  of  the  type 
known  as  "  mound  supei*structure.  This  breakwater  will  shelter 
some  90  acres  of  water  fi*om  the  heavy  seas,  and  will  do  away  with 
a  troublesome  tide  rip,  so  that  pilots  will  find  it  much  easier  to 
maneuver  their  vessels 

The  breakwater  is  now  practically  compl^«d.  Contracts  have 
been  let  for  two  of  the  piers,  which  are  known  as  No.  3  and  No.  3, 
each  about  1,000  feet  long  and  250  feet  wide.  The  depth  of  water 
alongside  these  docks  is  to  be  fi'om  50  to  CO  feet. 

The  ultimnte  cost  of  these  improvements  will  be  about  $0,000,000, 
of  which  $1,000,000  has  already  been  expended  on  the  breakwater, 
while  the  contract  price  for  the  two  piei-s  is  $2,500,000. 

The  Domijuon  Government  during  1915  dredged  the  inner  harbor 

to  a  depth  of  20  feet  at  low  tide.   The  total  amount  of  rock,  clay, 

gravel,  and  sand  removed  from  the  bottom  of  the  harbor  for  the 

year  just  passed  amounts  to  420,000  cubic  yards,  which  included 

36,000  cubic  yartls  of  rock  blasted  out  by  a  Lobnitz  rock  breolur. 

The  total  outlay  on  the  inner  harbor  for  1915  was  $230,000. 

[Th«  plftua  for  harbor  tmprovemonts  at  Victoria  were  described  pi'erlOBsIy 
In  Daily  Consuliir  nud  Trntle  Reports  for  July  21,  1914.] 

OFEKINa  FOB  AMEBIGAN  FISHHOOKS  IN  CHIirA. 

[Consul  Gi>noral  (iporgc  E.  Andenon,  lIooffkoDfc,  Dec.  8.) 

Apparently  there  is  an  opening  in  China  for  American  fishhooks, 
though  the  trade  is  not  large  and  is  not  likely  to  be  vei'y  large  in 
the  immediate  future.  The  more  expensive  grades  of  ordmary  fish- 
hoolts  in  Hongkong,  and  in  Chinese  ports  generally,  are  of  native 
make,  although  considerable  quantities  of  fi.shhooks  are  imported 
in  normal  times,  the  trade  in  Hongkong  being  almost  entirely  Eng- 
lish. The  Chinese  hooks  are  fashioned  bv  hand,  and  since  the 
Chinese  do  not  have  tlie  art  of  "tinning"  them,  the  native  produc* 
lacks  the  finisli  of  the  imported  article  and  rusts  easily;  but  they  are 
carefully  welded,  and  are  usuallv  stronger  than  the  others. 

Of  the  imported  hooks,  which  are  handled  almost  exclusively  by 
Euroi)ean  houses,  five  sizes,  from  1  to  5  inches  in  length,  are  carried 
in  stock,  and  they  are  usually  sold  in  lots  of  50  or  more.  "Blued" 
hooks  are  but  little  Imown  in  this  market.  All  hooks  handled  are 
for  deep-sea  fishing — commercial  fishing — only.  There  is  practi- 
cally none  for  sport  in  this  part  of  the  world.  The  great  mass  of 
fislimg,  both  ocean  and  fresh  water,  is  with  native  nets  of  almo&t 
countless  vaneties  and  designs,  the  Chinese  being  most  skillful 
fishermen. 

[All  nrtlcle  on  Chinese  flsheries  was  published  la  OoMumcE  Rbpobts  iof 
Jan.  5.  lOia] 
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BEatrUXIOH  07  BMFIOTIEBIIT  AflENCIES  IN  ^aENTINA. 

The  Ai^ntine  Department  of  Labor  is  to  have  supervision  over 
all  em^oyment  agencies  in  conformity  with  a  recent  law  published 
in  the  Boletfn  Oficial.  "Under  the  new  law  a  national  employment 
registry  wiU  contain  the  names,  locations,  and  character  of  all  em- 
ployment bureaus  in  Argentina.  No  agency  will  be  permitted  to  do 
business  in  ro<Hns  adjoining  steamship  or  exchange  offices,  hotels, 
restam-ants,  or  drinking  places.  As  a  protection  to  workmen 
agencies  must  jiost  printed  copies  of  the  Argentine  labor  laws  and 
regulations  and  the  commissions  charged  for  securing  positions. 
No  commissions  are  to  be  paid  in  advance,  and  commissions  paid  at 
time  of  contract  of  work  must  be  refunded  if  the  work  lasts  less 
than  three  days  through  no  fault  of  the  workman.  No  agency  may 
retain  any  document  belonging  to  a  workman,  and  no  workman  or 
employer  may  be  disqualified  mrough  refusal  of  a  position  or  of  an 
applicant,  whatever  the  cause  of  the  refusal. 

An  agency  found  to  have  deceived  a  workman  in  any  way  regard- 
ing the  compensation,  nature,  or  location  of  work  will  be  heavily 
iined,  and  will  be  subject  to  trial.  Fines  will  be  registered  and  will 
be  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  Argentina.  A  part  of  the  sums  so  ac- 
quired will  be  used  to  create  a  fimd  of  "  social  vigilance,"  and  the 
greater  pail  of  the  remainder  will  l)e  invested  in  new  books  for  the 
library  of  the  Department  of  Labor  and  in  the  publication  and  dis- 
semination of  monographs  and  charts  on  social  questions. 


OSAIK-ELEYATOB  COITSTBUCTION  IN  AUSTEAUA. 

[Commercial  Attach^  William  C.  Downs.  Molbourco,  Dec.  22.) 

Vk'ith  the  increased  production  of  wheat  throughout  Australia, 
the  opinion  has  become  prevalent  that  the  system  now  employed  of 
handling  grain  in  bags  is  very  uneconomical  and  places  Australia 
at  a  disadvantage  with  other  wheat-producing  countries,  and  that  it 
is  highly  advisable  to  install  up-to-date  systems  of  handling  wheat 
in  bulk  by  means  of  elevators. 

Within  the  last  few  days  I  liave  had  calls  from  various  engineering 
houses  which  desired  information  in  regard  to  the  be.^t  concerns  in 
the  United  States  for  furnishing  material  and  plans  for  the  con- 
struction of  elevators.  I  was  able  to  ^ive  them  some  data,  but  the 
information  nt  my  disposal  is  very  limited.  I  wouUi  suggest  that  it 
■would  be  well  for  manufacturers  and  contractors  of  such  material 
to  get  in  touch  with  the  Railway  Commissioners  of  tlio  various  States 
of  Australia,  and  also  with  the  Commonwealth  Railways,  Department 
of  Home  Affairs,  of  the  Commonwealth  (Jovernmcut.  It  may  be 
some  time  before  any  action  is  taken  in  this  matter  by  either  tlie  State 

fovernments  or  the  Commonwealth  Government,  but  it  will  sniely 
e  to  the  advantage  of  American  manufacturers  and  contractors  to 
have  their  data  before  tlie  respective  Governments. 

[The  wheat-elevator  plan  of  the  State  of  New  South  Wales  was  referred  to 
In  CoMUEBCE  ItEPORTS  for  Aug.  21  and  25,  1915.] 


Canned  lobsters  to  the  value  of  $140,.390  were  invoiced  at  the 
American  consulate  at  Charlottetown,  Prince  Edward  Island,  for  the 
United  States  during  1915,  compared  with  $271,948  for  1914. 
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FOBXIOH  tease  0PF<ntIUJIiTXJ£8. 

Bcaenred  eddreHea  may  ho  obtained  from  the  Bnreav  aad  Ita  MmtvM  •m^mm,  Reooest 
for  each  opportnol^  slioiild  be  on  a  Mparate  sheet  and  tbe  flle  number  glTen. 

VcBt  buckles,  No.  20005.— A  firm  In  England  informs  an  American  consoiar 
officer  that  It  desires  to  receive  quotations,  cut.  British  ports  If  poralble, 
on  vest  buckles.  Samples  of  the  buckles  may  be  examined  at  tbe  Bureau 
or  its  district  offices.   (Refer  to  file  Ka  TiSOS.) 

Plumbago  erttclblca.  No.  2000Q. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Canada  writes 
that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  American 
manufiieturers  of  plumbago  crucibles,  mnnlne  in  numbers  from  60  to  80. 
Quotations  aiu\  full  information  as  to  dlmeoEdons,  capadttes,  date  of  de- 
livery, etc.,  should  be  sent. 

Plants  for  extracting  vegetable  oil,  and  $oap  tnachUiery,  No.  20007. — A  firm  la 
IntUn  liifurnis  nn  American  consular  ofllcer  that  It  desires  to  secure  from 
American  miiuufacturers  Biieclficotions  and  quotations,  with  full  particulars 
of  working  cost,  water  and  coal  required,  etc.,  for  a  plant  for  extracting  oils 
from  sesame,  poppy,  rape,  castor,  aud  "  mowha  "  seeds.  The  plant  should 
have  a  capacity  to  treat  7  to  8  tons  of  oilseeds  per  day.  It  Is  desired  to 
use  a  chemical  solvent.  Full  Information  Is  also  desired  for  a  plant  ta 
manufacture  household,  textile,  and  toilet  soaps,  both  hard  and  soft  The 
plant  should  have  a  capacity  to  treat  3  tons  of  oils  or  fats  per  day,  includ- 
ing ci'ude  glycerin  plant,  with  suitable  vacuum  evaporator  and  pump. 
Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Soya  cake.  No.  20008.— A  firm  In  the  Netherlands  writes  that  it  desires  to  com- 
municate with  American  maoufucturcrs  of  soya  cake. 

Wrest  pins  for  harps,  No.  20009.— An  American  consular  officer  In  England  re- 
ports that  a  rann  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  quotations,  per  1.000,  from 
American  manufacturers  of  wrest  pins  for  harps,  made  of  heavy  wire, 
tiipered,  and  squared  at  one  end.  A  sample  of  the  pin  desired  may  be 
examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.  (Refer  to  File  No.  7137L) 
■Reference  Is  given. 

Wheat,  corn,  and  cotton.  No.  20010. — ^A  firm  In  Portugal  Informs  nn  American 
consular  offlcor  that  It  desires  to  receive  offers  from  American  exporters  of 
wheat,  corn,  and  cotton.   Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Crockery  and  porcelain  xoare,  clothing,  hardioare,  etc..  No.  20011. — A  commerdal 
agent  of  the  Bureau  reports  that  a  Arm  In  Ckilombia  desires  to  make  agency 
connections  witli  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  crockery  and 
porcelain  ware,  canned  goods  and  preserves,  typewriters,  clothing,  men's 
hats,  cotton  ^lods.  paper,  hardware,  rubber  goods,  to^Bt  wool  and  cotton 
yarns,  knitting  machinery,  and  notions. 

Maohinerjf  and  glatswarc,  etc..  No.  20012. — ^An  American  consular  olBeeT  In 
Bimln  reports  that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  represent,  on  a  conmila- 
sion  basis,  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  chemical  products; 
aluminum  tubes,  sheets,  and  bars;  copper;  tin;  Iron;  einc;  mining  ma- 
chinery; machinery  and  tools  for  workshops;  glassware;  plate  glass;  and 
magnifying  glasses.  References  are  given.  Correspondence  may  be  in 
English,  but  Is  preferred  In  Spanlsli  or  French. 

Dry  goods,  plate  glass,  jminta,  varnishes,  etc..  No.  2001.S. — ^A  man  In  Argentina 
Informs  an  American  consular  olticer  that  he  desli-es  to  represent,  on  a 
conimi.'wion  basis.  American  manufacturers  of  dry  goods,  plate  glass,  paints,' 
varnishes,  oils,  chemical  products,  and  novelties,  etc.  Oorre^midnice  may 
be  In  English.  References  are  given. 

Fancff  fetcclry,  hair  ornomenfs,  etc..  No.  2Si014. — ^An  Amolean  consular  officer  In 
EnglatMl  reiK>rts  that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with 
American  manufacturers  and  exix>rters  of  fancy  jewelry  and  celluloid  and 
hum  hair  ornaments,  such  as  fancy  pins,  prongs,  slides,  etc.  Catalogues 
and  full  Information  as  to  terms,  deliveries,  etc.,  sliould  be  sent  Reference 
Is  given. 

■Boot  and  shoe  lacc^.  No.  20016. — ^A  firm  In  Canada  informs  an  Amolcan  con- 
sular officer  that  he  desires  to  purchase  boot  aud  shoe  laces  tNm  American 
manufacturers. 
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AHBTESSAX  TOBACCO  SALE  FOSTPONED. 

A  cablegram  from  the  American  consul  at  Amsterdam,  Nether- 
lands, dated  February  2,  states  that  the  iirst  Amsterdam  tobacco  sale 
hae  been  postponed  to  March  17. 


FORT  AJSm  RAIIBOAD  CONDITIONS  IH  NOBTHEEN  EUSSIA. 

[Consul  North  Winsbip,  Petrograd,  Ruwla,  Dec.  30.] 

According  to  information  from  piivate  sources  at  Archangel,  that 
port  is  so  heavily  blocked  with  ice  that  the  icebreakers  find  it  difficult 

to  get  steamers  out  of  the  port  to  sea  more  than  one  at  a  time  and  tnke 
them  very  slowly.  There  is  a  great  shortage  of  icebreakers.  The 
poi-t  authorities  are  sanguine  of  clearing  the  poi-t  of  steamers  even- 
ttially^  but  it  is  more  than  probable  that  a  large  number  will  be 
fproed  to  winter  at  Archangel. 

The  last  steamer  scheduled  to  enter  Archangel,  of  the  largest  single 
shipping  company  running  regular  boats  to  that  port,  is  now  lying  at 
the  Bay  of  Alexandrovsk  waiting  for  an  icebreaker  expected  from 
£ngland.  This  new  icebreaker  is  expected  hourly  and  is  to  take  the 
large  steamer  in  and  out  again,  after  which  the  navigation  season 

be  expected  to  be  definitely  closed  until  late  spring. 
.  It  is  also  learned  from  private  sources  that  the  section  of  the  new 
Mnrman  railroad  running  from  Kola  on  the  Bay  of  Alexandrovsk 
to  Kandalaksha  on  the  \\^ite  Sea  is  scheduled  to  open  for  traffic 
about  February  15,  1916. 

When  the  next  spring  and  summer  season  for  navigatifm  at  Arch- 
angel opens  in  1916,  it  will  be  considerably  bellied  by  the  wide-gage 
ram*ofld,  paralleling  the  present  narrow-gage  line,  from  Vologda 
as  far  as  Nyandoma,  which  is  now  open  for  traffic. 

[See  "  Existing  and  Proiwsed  llusslun  Arctic  Porta,"  publlsliul  in  Coumbbcb 
Reports  for  Mar.  19,  1915.] 

Sugar  amounting  to  1,022,452  bags,  to  the  value  of  $10,666,159, 
was  invoiced  from  the  American,  consular  agency  at  Caibarien,  Cfuba, 
for  the  United  States  during  1915,  as  compared  with  1,0*26,512  bags, 
Talaed  at  $7^68,943,  for  1914. 
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OSAOE  OBAKGE  COUFETES  WITH  FUSTIC. 

The  production  of  osage  orange  extract  on  a  commercial  scale  has 
been  established,  and  this  material  is  now  available  for  the  tanning, 
textile,  paper,  and  other  industries,  wherever  a  natural  dye  can  be. 
used.  It  is  hoped  that  tliis  will  serve  not  wily  to  relieve  the  situation 
caused  by  a  sliortage  of  aniline  colors  in  certain  shades,  but  also  in 
normal  times  to  replace  the  use  of  foreign  fustic  by  a  wood  indige- 
nous to  our  own  country. 

The  study  of  osage  orange  as  a  dyewood  was  begim  by  the  United 
States  Forest  Service  about  three  and  one-half  years  ago,  and  was  the 
result  of  an  investigation  of  the  utilization  of  osage  orange  mill 
waste.  As  about  4,000  tons  of  fustic  were  imported  annually  for 
dyes,  a  series  of  competitive  dyeing  tests  was  made  between  the 
extract  obtained  from  osage  orange  and  that  from  fustic.  This  work 
was  ttien  extended  by  the  cooperation  of  a  number  of  textile  schools. 
Later  the  material  was  tried  out  as  a  leather  dye  by  Dr.  L.  E.  Levi, 
of  Milwaukee,  and  the  entire  subject  was  brought  before  the  Ameri- 
can Leather  Chemists'  Association  last  May,  at  the  Atlantic  Cit^ 
meeting.  A  prominent  firm  became  interested  in  the  subject  at  this 
time  and  is  now  producting  the  extract  on  a  commercial  scale. 

The  dye  is  the  same  as  that  present  in  fustic,  but  it  is  a  pure  com- 
pound, free  from  the  varying  admixture  of  a  reddish  coloring  matter, 
which  renders  the  use  of  tropical  fustic  somewhat  uncertain.  The 
orange-yellows,  old  gold,  deep  tan,  olive,  and  chocolate  shades  ob- 
tained with  chromium  and  iron  mordants  are  equal  to,  if  not  better 
than,  those  obtained  with  the  use  of  fustic. 

The  mill  waste  alone  from  the  present  manufacture  of  osage  orange 
amounts  to  more  than  25,000  tons  annually,  and  if  this  waste  could  be 
set  down  at  the  mill  for  $10  to  $12  per  ton,  it  is  believed  that  it 
could  compete  successfully  with  fustic  in  both  cost  of  production  and 
quantity  of  color  produced.  The  osage  orange  is  found  in  large 
quantities  in  the  Mississippi  Valley  and  is  especially  abundant  in 
Oklahoma  and  Texas. 

[The  name  of  the  firm  which  is  producing  the  extract  on  a  commercial  scale 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its 
district  offices.]   

IHFOBTANCE  OF  aiTOTINa  DEUTEBED  FSICES. 

The  following  extract  from  a  lettter  from  Special  Agent  Garrard 
Harris  to  a  correspondent  in  Wisconsin  will  be  of  general  interest, 
and  applies  to  all  firms  contemplating  business  with  Latin  America : 

Let  me  urge  upon  you  the  importance  of  being  able  to  quote  delivered  prices 
at  the  nearest  port.  Prices  in  New  lork  mean  nothing  to  the  man  in  Honduras 
or  somewhere  else.  Xf  you  find  it  difficult  to  quote  him  prices  at  his  nearest 
port,  Just  imagine  how  bewildered  he  is  when  he  tries  to  find  out  what  the  goods 
will  {Mat  liim  laid  down  there.  He  has  very  few  fatalities  for  finding  this  out 
compared  with  those  open  to  American  firms. 

Put  one  of  your  bright  young  men  to  working  this  out.  Figure  the  cost  price 
laid  down  nt  Belize,  at  BarrloH,  at  Port  Llmon,  at  Colon,  at  San  Salvador,  at 
Guatemala  City.  There  is  where  Europeans  have  had  the  advantage  of  our 
salesmen.  I  have  seen  American  salesmen  compelled  to  own  up  that  they  did 
not  know  how  much  the  goods  would  cost ;  and  I  have  seen  a  German  salesman 
gb  into  his  pocket  and  from  a  little  red  book  not  only  call  out  what  sardines 
would  cost  per  cose  laid  down  in  San  Jose,  but  what  each  can  would  cost  on  the 
shelves.  Get  the  intonnatlon  on  every  important  jfiAnt  and  then  wwk  It  out. 
It  will  pay  you. 
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IXPOBTS  AVD  EXPORTS  OF  COFPEB. 

The  imports  and  exports  of  copper  at  the  customs  districts  of  New 
York,  Massachusetts,  Philadelphia,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Galveston, 
!New  Orleans,  San  Francisco,  Washington,  and  Micmgon,  during  tho 
veek  ended  January  22,  1916,  follow: 


IM  POUTS. 


Cotmtrfas, 

Or«,  matte,  and  repulos 
(cjpp«r  coDt«nu). 

Figs,  IncotA.bani,  pUtas, 
■nd  old,  flt«. 

t32,SS4 

Potmii. 
S,4.1l 
178 

8,336,3i» 
3.900 

$580 
45 

flOO,41« 
&5fi 

6G.OO0 

S10,7U 

Ml,  aw 

1 

DOUESnC  EXPORTS. 


Coimtries. 

Plvt,  Ingots,  ban, 
pfaun,  and  old,  etc. 

CoDDtriH. 

Pln,in^,  Inn, 
idaw,  and  M,  eto. 

Fimndt. 

231.350 
8,123.402 
4,179.B25 

22.174 
44fi. 

2,227,1127 

Mi.cno 

I,fi3fl.23'i 

7.:76 
4,':  00 

1W.M8 
476,359 

Pevntdi. 
03.075 
21.440 

l,571.ti04 
SS.RJB 

$17,914 

5,  £07 
314.313 

8.ias 

lioly  

Netixrlands  

^  AU  other  count  rbs  

Total  

17,033,Ufi 

3,476,000 

SHEEP  nn)nSTBY  in  TASICAHIA. 

[Consal  W.  A.  Bk-kcrs,  Uobnrt,  Doc.  31.] 

The  shearinjj  season  in  Tasmania  is  about  over,  and,  from  accounts 
to  hand,  the  yield  of  wool  this  season  will  be  about  20  per  cent  less 
than  for  last  beason.  This  deci-ease  in  yield  was  to  be  expected,  as 
the  drought  during  the  Inst  two  years  had  made  serious  inroads  upon 
the  fioi-ks,  and,  in  addition,  large  numbers  of  sheep  were  attracted 
to  the  Victorian  markets  during  the  post  winter  on  account  of  the 
high  prices  prevailing  there. 

On  this  preliminary  estimate  of  a  20  per  cent  reduction  in  the 
yield  of  wool,  the  Tasmanian  clip  will  be  about  8,000,000  pounds, 
but,  on  account  of  the  better  quality  and  high  prices,  wool  growers 
"will  make  unusually  large  profits. 

The  regular  wool  sales  ai-e  not  held  in  Tasmania  until  the  middle 
of  Jaimary,  but  large  quantities  are  now  being  bought  throughout 
the  island  at  prices  ranging  from  20  to  45  cents  and  at  about  a 
■weighted  average  of  about  35  cents  per  pound.  The  general  range 
of  these  preliminaiy  prices  is  about  5  to  10  cents  per  pound  higher 
than  was  obtained  for  last  year's  clip. 


Food  Inspection  Decision  No.  160,  issued  hj  the  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture,  fixes  a  definite  limit  to  the  amount  of 
starch  and  sugar  that  may  be  i)resent  in  "diabetic"  foods,  ground 
gluten,  gluten  flour,  and  self-rising  gluten  flour.    Hereafter  such 

products  will  be  expected  to  meet  the  requirements  announced  in 

this  decision. 
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NEW  CAFITAI  ISSUES  IN  LOin)ON  UABXET. 

[Abstract  of  on  article  in  The  Kcoaomlst,  Ijondon,  EnglaDd,  Jan.  1.] 

With  the  Treasury  exercising  a  strict  control  over  tlie  capital 
market  [see  Commerce  Beforts  for  Feb.  5, 1915],  London^s  functions 
as  money  lender  to  the  world  have  been  narrowed  down  almost 
exclusively  to  the  raising  of  money  for  direct  war  purposes.  The  war 
loan  of  July  swelled  the  1915  total  of  public  capital  subscriptions  to 
an  unprecedented  fi^ire,  as  will  be  seen  by  a  comparison  of  the 
statistics  of  public  issues  in  London  for  the  past  ten  years  [the 
Economist's  figures  have  been  converted  to  American  currency  on 
the  basis  of  $4.8G()5  to  the  pound  sterling] : 


Years; 

Fin<t  quar- 
ter. 

Second  quar- 
ter. 

Third  quar- 
ter. 

Fourth  quar- 
ter. 

Total  for 
year. 

1011  

UI14  

1915  

1147. 583, 700 
»10.544,3(W 
22D.3»3,G()0 
31^,016,2110 

2<'8, 0-W,  JflO 
23.1.4  7.000 

476,020.000 
225. 384. €00 

$367,948,500 
100.142,300 
313,332.500 

7ra.m,m 

431.702,700 
273.086, 100 
.103.  .WO.  100 
3)0,727,500 
260,387.800 
125,036,000 

952.732,400 
76.070,300 
1.'>3.4»*.200 
134,77J.8C0 
13>),8OS,100 
72,581.400 
108.003,800 
145,800, too 
08,620,000 
2,855. 528.400 

J110,853.300 

88.W8.fi00 
248,13^,000 

249,410.600 
288.880,800 
201. 110. Geo 
224,010.200 
1.654,162.800 
123,779.700 

9684,822,  SOD 
60l,64fi.40ll 
93^.359.300 
887,43«,4(IO 

1,301,493,4W 
933.197.100 

1,026, 101.  SOO 
966.419. 300 

2, 4M,  191,  an 

3,334. 728. 7» 

It  should  be  explained  that  this  reckoning  represents  as  nearly  aa 
possible  genuinely  new  creations.  It  does  not  include  new  issues  or 
those  portions  of  them  that  were  raised  to  redeem  outstanding  capital 
liabilities. 

CUsaea  of  SeOQilties  Floated. 

An  analysis  of  the  aggi'egate  according  to  the  purposes  to  which 
the  new  issues  were  devoted  shows  how  the  war  has  monopolized 
the  loan  market: 


class  ol  securily. 


1913 


OOTermnent  hnns: 

British  

Colonial  

Porelen  

Huiiicipal  loans: 

British  

Colonial.....  

Forcl^  

Ball  wars: 

British;  

lodlan  and  coloaial  

/  merlcsD  

Foreifni.  ot  her  

llloinx  comnanles: 

Austrolmu  

South  African  

Other  

Exploration  and  financial  

Breweries  and  disiillories  

Merchants,  o!c  

Manufacturing  

B'ore;  and  trading  

Esifl'nand  land  

Rubber  

Oil  , 

Iron.  coal.  Pteo!,  elc    

Electric  llghltn;;,  power,  lelegrapba,  etc 

Tramways  and  omnibus  

Motors.   

Oat  and  wa'er  

Ho" els,  theaters,  e!c  , 

Patents  , 

Docks  and  shipping  , 

Banks  and  Insuranoe  

Uisicollaneous  


Total. 


1127, 885,. TOO 
127,298,900 

4.477,200 

72,07N,700 
33,859,200 

4,958.000 
72,710.400 
51,719,700 
81,rj0,600 

3,640,900 
6,3.W,  100 

6,  m,cco 

30,128,400 
119,200 
2, 101,  MX) 
S3,0IS,0(X) 
10,783,7(10 
I9,6r,>i.  m 

6,208,700 
25,631,100 
31,23^000 
83,658,700 
22,922,200 
7.437,000 
2,053,700 
3,618,200 
10.048,400 
15,8PO,000 
21, 870,  COO 

se,S40,aoo 


960,449,300 


1914 


», 618, 111,300 

188,207,000 
89,216, 100 

15,065,700 
37,735,800 
61,614,600 

10, 518,  COO 
113,767,100 
6,880.500 
02,260,300 


833,300 
240.000 
9.'4,SO0 
814.300 

'"-,=00 
.'■a.lOO 
7.M.7CO 
|I12,11C0 
M'i/JOO 
i'.'i,  100 
.'^1, 100 
>-7 1.700 
:00 

.--.so,  :oo 
■itW.riOO 

'.OT.SOO 

!VJT,  100 
(I'l,  100 
iKi3,  .'4X1 
625,000 


im 


S2, 989,261,000 
84,e04.0DO 
187,116,900 


1,708,300 


16,030,900 
19,296,700 


14,307,900 


ioi,aoo 

SU,00O 


8,796,300 


121,700 
743,100 
107,600 
792,800 
2,061,500 
3,104,800 
633,600 
97,300 
383.000 


2,822,600 
1,395.500 
1.637,800 
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The  Britidi  Government  total  comprises  the  4J  per  cent  war  loan 
and  also  the  net  amount  of  the  Exchequer  bond  issue  of  Inst  Maix':h. 
The  feature  of  the  non-war  flotations  of  the  year  was  tlxe  popularity 
of  short-dated  issues. 
Xtestinatlon  of  the  Capital  Subscribed. 

The  geographical  di^ribution  of  the  capital  publicly  subscribed  in 
Ijondon  in  1915  [with  comparative  figures  for  the  "two  preceding 
years  that  sliould  prove  of  interest]  is  sliown  in  the  table  below : 


ZMimtfonoIevItaL 

IffU 

1914 

1915 

II74.9S8.E00 

tl,773.451,tflO 

$3,032,991,  aO) 

SrlUsh  pcKM^tan: 

SO.  657.  Ml 

»,ci3.r(» 

04.42.1.700 
221.OS7.000 
29,930.00(1 
2S.CKj.^0D 
3a,»4,000 

46,877.  TfU 
26.A44,100 
IS,  109,200 
16,0O4,fiOD 
135.800 

Canada    

India  and  C«t1<mi  

Booth  ACdea   

OtLer  

S7D,  S21.7DD 

805,  MO 

108,471,300 

fi»,100 

31,248, 100 

33,828.000 
243,300 

mjm 

7,fi7.1,7flO 
2.0;A,OOI) 

116, 706,  ON 

ii.8E«.3m 

2.dV>,K30 

2,377,  n  0 
3.l.^^.K0 

l7,3riii.noo 

194.700 
8,871.100 

«.  333,800 

3,340,000 

91.?  7,0«) 
4. 33*),  100 

2,010.100 

73,4''L'.O00 

la.lJi.COO 
2.5.M  feOO 

33.490,100 
7. 2**,  COO 
3.4Ij7,4C0 

11. 6W,  100 

Cuba  

121,700 

Itecieo  

74,4^5,300 
2H..^1S.70D 
12.327,300 
6.045,200 
3,4'Ki.(00 
l,v^.7O0 
1.751. too 

38,399,700 

73.000 

41O.B71.100 

aaj.s'a.fflo 

303,066,21:0 

956.449,300 

2,4iN,m,a» 

3, 331,728,  no 

As  will  be  seen,  tlie  capital  raised  Inst  year  was  devoted  chiefly  to 
the  Britisli  Empire  and  the  Allies.  The  only  important  exception  was 
Argentina,  wliich  issued  £5,000,000  6  per  cent  5-year  treasury  bonds 
ana  also  floated  £2,000,000  5  per  cent  5-year  notes  for  the  Centi-al 
Argentine  Kaihvay  and  £1,000,000  5  per  cent  10-year  debentures  for 
tlie  Buenos  Aires  Western.  Quotations  were,  on  the  whole,  fairly 
veil  maintained. 

aSE&TIT  BEBUCED  KITMBEB  OF  IHHXGBANTS. 

A  statement  isused  by  the  Immijjration  Bureau  of  the  United 
States  Department  of  Labor  shows  that  the  number  of  immigrant 
aliens  admitted  into  the  United  States  durii),g  the  year  ended  June  30, 
1915,  was  326.700,  compared  with  1,218,480  during  the  preceding 
fiscal  year.  The  number  of  eniigi'ant  aliens  recorded  as  departing 
from  the  country  during  the  year  ended  Jime  30,  1915,  was  204,074. 

Straw  hats  to  the  value  of  $155,404  were  invoiced  at  the  American 
Consulate  at  Curagao,  Dutch  West  Indies,  for  the  United  States  dur- 
ing 1915,  as  compared  with  $106,227  worth  for  1914. 
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COKHiaiCIAL  TSAVELEES  IN  CEHTR&L  AXERICA. 

In  reply  to  a  circular  sent  out  by  the  Deparbnent  of  State  at  the 
request  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  of  th<9 
Department  of  Commerce,  a  number  of  consular  reports  dealing  with 
the  treatment  of  commercial  travelers  in  Central  American  coun- 
tries have  been  received  from  the  American  consular  officers  sta- 
tioned in  those  countries  and  are  summarized  in  the  following  pages. 
These  reports  are  to  be  republished  in  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  19, 
which,  is  to  be  ready  for  distribution  at  an  early  date.  A  similar 
report  for  Co^  Kica  appeared  in  Commerce  Repohts  for  October 
13,  1915  (p.  188).  Sucn  information  relating  to  the  countries  of 
South  America  is  contained  in  Tariff  Series  No.  19A,  published 
by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  in  19l£ 

OVATEHALA. 

[CoDBUl  Btuart  LuptoD,  Guatemnls  City,  Not.  26.] 

There  are  no  special  reflations  affecting  commercial  travelers  in 
Guatemala,  nor  are  any  license  fees,  federal  or  municipal,  imposed. 
All  samples,  except  those  without  commercial  value  (pieces  of  fabrics, 
etc.)  on  which  the  duty  does  not  exceed  1  peso,  are  subject  upon  im> 
portation  to  the  regular  duties  prescribed  by  the  Guatemalan  customs 
tariff,  unless  they  are  rendered  unsalable  b^  cutting  or  perforation.  In 
the  case  of  articles  which  the  customs  officials  will  be  able  to  identify 
upon  reexportation,  clearance  of  samples  without  payment  of  duty 
will  be  permitted,  provided  bond  for  the  amount  of  duty  leviable  be 
given.  According  to  the  tariff  law,  the  period  during  which  samples 
subject  to  duty  may  be  reexported  and  the  bond  canceled  is  two 
montlis,  and  exportation  must  be  made  through  the  customhouse  of 
entry.  It  is  stated,  however,  that  much  leniency  is  shown  in  extend- 
ing this  period  and  that  goods  may  in  reality  be  reexported  through 
any  customhouse.  A  traveler  may  dispose  oi  a  portion  of  his  sample 
articles  upon  payment  of  the  import  duty  leviable  on  such  as  are 
sold,  and  the  bond  originally  given  will  be  canceled  upon  reexporta- 
tion of  the  remainder  of  the  articles.  (Peso,  fluctuating,  about  $0.38 
in  December,  1915.) 

The  importation  of  firearms,  ammunition,  and  electrical  apparatus 
into  Guatemala  is,  in  general,  prohibited.  Such  articles  accompany- 
ing commercial  travelers  woufd  therefore  be  liable  to  seizure  upon 
arrival,  and  it  is  said  to  be  almost  impossible  for  the  owner  of  aach 
confiscated  articles  to  regain  possession  of  them  upon  leaving  the 
country. 

EOHBTTAAS. 
[Consul  B,  M.  LawtoD,  Tegucigalpa,  July  22.] 

No  federal  regulations  affecting  commercial  travelers  are  pre- 
scribed in  Honduras  and  no  license  fees  are  imposed  by  the  Govern- 
ment, but  in  the  various  municipalities  there  are  provisions  for  the 
Ifiv^ng  of  such  fees,  which,  however,  are  not  enforced  ver^  strictiy. 
In  Tegucigalpa,  the  capital,  and  San  Pedro  Sula  this  nominal  tax  is 
50  pesos  for  each  visit,  irrespective  of  length  of  stay  or  character  of 
^oods  handled.  In  Puerto  Cortea  a  fee  of  25  pesos  f<M*  ea<^  visit  is 
imposed.  The  amount  of  the  local  feea  is  subject  to  change  each  year 
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upon  the  installation  of  the  new  municipal  officers.  (Peso,  fluctuat- 
ing,  about  $0.38  in  December,  1915.) 

Samples  having  no  commercial  value,  imported  in  quantities 
weighing  not  more  than  25  libras  (25.25  pounas),  are  exempt  from 
duty  in  Honduras,  those  of  weight  exceeding  25  hbras  being  dutiable 
at  0.01  peso  per  half  kilo  (about  $0.40  per  100  pounds,  including  sur- 
tax), gross  weight.  It  is  presumed  that  by  sam{>les  without  com- 
mercial value  is  meant  small  pieces  of  fabrics,  articles  mutilated  so 
as  to  be  rendeml  entirely  unstuable,  etc. 

In  the  case  of  other  samples  imported  by  commercial  travelers  and 
destined  to  be  reexpoi-ted,  the  tariff  law  oi  Honduras  provides  that  a 
deposit  of  the  amount  of  duty  leviable  shall  be  made.  Upon  appli- 
cation for  permission  to  reexport  the  articles  the  deposit  will  be  re- 
funded, after  deduction  of  a  charge  of  0.05  peso  per  half  kilo  ($1.97 
per  100  pounds,  including  surtax),  provided  the  contents  of  the  pack> 
ages  are  identical  with  those  sliown  at  the  time  of  making  entry. 
The  commercial  traveler  or  his  agent  is  required  to  enter  the  sam- 
ples in  the  usual  manner  followea  in  the  case  of  other  merchandise. 
A  careful  examination  of  the  packages  will  be  made  by  the  customs 
officials,  and  the  salesman  will  receive  a  certified  copy  of  the  entry 
(p<51iza),  which  must  accompany  the  application  for  reexportation. 
If  any  discrepancy  is  found  upon  comparison  of  the  entry  with  the 
samples  presented  for  reexporbition.  the  entire  amount  of  duty  paid 
is  declared  forfeited.  The  commercial  traveler  may,  however,  dis- 
pose of  all  or  any  part  of  his  samples  after  obtaining  permission 
from  the  collector  or  customs  and  upon  payment  of  the  duties  on  the 
articles  sold.  The  period  during  which  ai-ticles  may  be  reexported  is 
90  days,  and  no  refund  will  be  made  in  the  case  of  articles  presented 
for  reexportation  thereafter.  Tlie  Honduran  tariff  does  not  require 
that  reexportation  of  samples  be  made  through  the  port  of  entry. 


No  license  fees  are  imposed  on  commercial  travelers  in  Nicaragua, 
nor  are  there  any  special  regulations  affecting  salesmen  except  those 
dealing  with  the  importation  of  travelers'  samples. 

It  is  provided  by  the  Nicaraguan  customs  tariff  that  only  such 
articles  as  may  be  considered  to  have  no  commercial  value,  including 
fabrics  in  small  pieces,  are  to  be  exempt  from  import  duty.  The 
temporary  free  admission  of  sample  articles  having  commercial  value 
brought  in  by  commercial  travelers  will  be  permitted,  however,  upon 
the  furnishing  of  bond  for  the  amount  of  duty  leviable.    Tlie  re- 


the  case  of  an  unknown  salesman,  such  a  bond  can  not  be  arranged 
for,  a  sum  equal  to  the  amount  of  duty  must  be  deposited  pending 
reexportation  of  the  samples. 

The  collector  of  customs  at  Bluefields  states  that  the  period  during 
which  articles  must  be  reexported  varies  from  1  to  3  months,  de- 
pending on  the  localities  to  be  visited.  Such  period  is  determined 
by  the  collector  at  the  port  of  entry  and  may  presumably  be  extended 
at  his  discretion.  A  careful  examination  of  the  samples  is  made  at 
the  time  of  entry,  and  if  upon  reexportation  any  articles  are  found 
to  be  missing  the  corresponding  import  duties  will  be  collected. 


mCABAGTTA. 


[CodsdI  CorncUiM  Ferris,  jr.,  Blueflelds,  July  3.] 


quired  bond  is  ordinarily 


by  some  local  merchant  and  if,  in 
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BeexportatioD,  as  a  rule,  must  take  place  through  the  port  of  im- 
portation, unless  the  owner  of  the  samples  requests  permission  to 
export  them  through  another  port 

PAHAKA. 

[Consul  General  Alban  G.  Snjder,  Panama,  July  21.] 

Foreign  commercial  travelers  doing  business  in  Panama  are  sub- 
ject to  the  license  fees  prescribed  by  the  various  municipalities,  a 
separate  license  being  required  for  each  municipal  district  of  the 
country.  In  the  district  of  Panama  the  tax  on  agents  of  foreign  con- 
cerns, whether  or  not  they  are  accompanied  by  samples,  is  $10  for 
each  30  days  or  fraction  thereof.  The  taxes  in  the  districts  of  Colon 
and  Bocas  del  Toro  are  $12.50  and  $10,  respectively,  for  six  months.  No 
license  is  required  in  the  case  of  agents  wno  do  not  sell  goods  or  solicit 
orders.  Agents  of  foreign  houses  permanently  located  in  Panama 
are  subject  to  a  graduated  tax,  the  amount  of  ^nich  is  determined  bj 
tlie  commercial  tax  commission  according  to  the  kind  of  business 
transacted. 

Commercial  travelers  accompanied  by  samples  must  declare  such 
articles  immediately  upon  arrival,  and  there  will  then  be  issued  a 
landing  permit  for  which,  it  is  stated,  a  fee  of  $12.50  is  required.  A 
bond  for  the  amount  of  duty  leviable  must  be  given,  but  will  be  can- 
celed upon  the  reexportation  of  the  goods  and  the  presentation  of 
a  customhouse  certificate  stating  that  none  of  the  samples  imported 
has  been  disposed  of. 

8AITAD0S. 

[Consul  General  Henry  F.  Teunant,  San  Salvador,  Jul;  8.1 

Commercial  travelers  soliciting  orders  in  Salvador  are  subject  to 
the  payment  of  municipal  taxes,  which  vary  in  amount  from  50 
pesos  in  San  Salvador,  the  capital,  to  less  than  10  pesos  in  some  of 
the  other  municipalities.  The  tax  is  valid  for  one  year.  In  the  case 
of  travelers  having  samples  for  sale,  a  tax  of  100  pesos  is  imposed 
upon  their  arrival  in  ^e  country,  and  if  they  remain  more  than  2 
months  a  fee  of  25  pesos  for  each  additional  month  of  their  stay 
is  collected  at  the  port  of  departure.  (Value  of  peso,  fluctuating, 
about  $0.30  on  Dec.  14r,  1915.) 

All  samples,  whether  or  not  of  commercial  value,  may  be  imported 
free  of  duty,  under  bond,  which  is  canceled  upon  their  reexportation 
within  such  time  as  the  customs  authorities  may  prescribe.  Samples 
may  be  reexported  through  any  customhouse  upon  presentation  of 
proper  documents,  so  as  to  enable  tlie  customs  autiiorities  to  check 
up  the  samples.  Samples  not  reexported  are  subject  to  duty.  The 
new  customs  tariff  of  Salvador,  in  effect  January  1,  1916,  provides 
for  a  duty  of  $0.03  per  kilo  ($1.36  per  100  pounds)  on  samples 
without  commercial  value,  while  other  samples  are  dutiable  at  Uie 
rates  prescribed  for  similar  articles  imported  in  commercial  quan- 
tities. 

Although  the  war  caused  a  great  slump  in  1915  in  the  producticHOt 
of  ores  of  radium  and  uraniunij  it  caused  a  considerable  increase  in 
the  production  of  ores  <^  vanadium  in  this  coimtry,  according  to  the 
United  States  Geological  Sumj, 
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SXBEBIAH  RAILWAY  NOTES. 

(Tranalatlona  from  the  Btualan  preM.  traiwmtttpd  by  Consul  J.  K.  Caldwell,  Tladlrostol^ 

Asiatic  ttiusla,  Dgc.  0.] 

For  the  transportation  in  carloads  of  cereals,  except  oats,  by  the 
direct  Russo-Chmese  land  export  route  from  points  on  the  Tchelya- 
binsk-Novo-Nikolaievsk  and  Tyumen-Kiilomsino  sections  of  the 
Omsk  Railroad,  and  j)oints  on  the  Tomsk  Railroad,  via  stations 
Manchuria  and  Pogrnnitchnaya,  to  Vladivostok  for  export,  a  special 
low  tariff  was  established  from  November  25, 1915,  on  condition  that 
a  customs  certificate  is  presented  showing  that  the  goods  were  actu- 
ally exported. 

The  following  rates  have  been  fixed  from  the  principal  points  to 
Vladivostok:  From  Tchelyabinsk,  0.5504  ruble  per  pood  ($0.78  per 
100  pounds);  from  Petropavlovsk,  0.5112  per  pood  ($0.73  per  100 
pounds) ;  from  Novo-Nikolaievsk,  0.4471  ruble  per  pood  ($9.04  per 
100  pounds) ;  from  Krasnoyarsk,  0.38G8  ruble  per  pood  ($0.55  per 
100  pounds) ;  from  Tomsk,  0.4326  ruble  per  pood  ($0.62  per  100 
pounds).  [Conversions  have  been  made  at  the  normal  exchange  rate 
of  $0,515  to  the  ruble.]  The  additional  incidental  charges  are  to  be 
collected  as  usual. 

On  November  3, 1915,  the  Altai  Railroad  was  opened  for  passenger 
traffic.  Daily  trains  with  cars  of  three  classes  are  now  running  reg- 
ularly, the  cars  being  new  and  comfortable.  The  station  buildings 
are  still  imfinished,  and  a  dining  room  lias  been  opened  only  at 
Barnaul.  At  present  there  is  a  great  shortage  of  boiled  water.  The 
number  of  passengers  is  much  larger  than  the  builders  anticipated. 
The  line  can  not  carry  all  the  passengers  and  many  are  compelled 
to  wait  several  days.  The  traffic  from  Novo-Nikolaievsk  is  also  very 
large.   

EXPEBIHEirrS  IH  USE  OF  HITEK  CAKE. 

In  the  search  for  a  substitute  for  sulphuric  acid  several  of  the  mills 
in  Yorlrahire,  England,  have  canied  out  a  number  of  experiments  in 
the  use  of  niter  cake.  The  purpose  is  to  employ  it  in  various  oper- 
aticms  in  which  sulphuric  acid  is  ordinarily  used.  The  Yorkshire 
Post,  of  Ijeeds,  says  that  from  the  results  of  these  experiments,  which 
have  all  been  on  a  working  scale,  it  is  evident  that  niter  cake  can  be 
used  in  place  of  ordinary  sulphuric  acid  for  the  extraction  of  grease 
from  either  wool  suds  or  piece-scouring  suds,  for  the  refining  of 
grease,  for  the  stripping  of  rags,  except  perhaps  where  light  dyes 
are  subsequently  to  be  used,  and  for  dyeing  rags  in  the  shoddy  trade, 
more  especially  where  dark  colors  are  being  used. 

The  Post  states  that  certain  difficulties  in  the  use  of  the  cake  are 
presented,  but  that  these  can  be  surmounted.  They  are,  chiefly,  diffi- 
culty in  handling  because  in  larger  quantities,  as  the  cake  contains 
only  30  per  cent  of  its  weight  of  pure  sulphuric  acid ;  draining  of  the 
acid  liquid  in  storage  and  handling,  and  difficulty  in  transportation. 
It  states  that  the  best  method  of  using  the  cake  is  to  dissolve  it  in 
hot  water  by  the  aid  of  steam,  and  to  use  this  soluti<m  while  still  hot. 

[This  suggested  nse  of  niter  cake  is  of  ^>eclal  Interest  to  American  manu* 
facturers  on  account  of  the  fact  that  the  quantity  vf  niter  cake  In  this  country 
has  doubled  ot  trebled  in  tlte  past  year  through  the  Increased  output  ot  nitrlr 
■dd.] 
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IKDtTSTBIAL  CONDITIONS  DF  SATTIT  STE.  HABIS. 

[Consal  George  W.  Sbotte,  Sault  6t«.  Uarfe,  Ontario,  Canada.] 

The  industrial  and  commercial  intereste  of  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie 
district  during  1915  were  below  normal.  No  new  raiterprises  were 
undertaken  and  those  under  way  were  suspended  or  reduced  to  a 
minimum.  The  principal  industries  are  the  manufacture  of  steel 
rails,  news-print  paper,  wood  pulp^  lumbering,  and  mining.  The 
paper  and  pulp  mills  and  lumber  malls  had  an  unusually  good  year, 
having  operated  continuously. 

Products  of  steel  Killt  and  Iron  Klnes. 

The  steel  mills  are  operated  under  the  name  of  the  Algoma  Steel 
Corporation,  and  consist  of  a  rail  mill  and  two  small  merchant 
mills.  Owing  to  the  unsettled  conditions,  the  demand  for  steel 
rails  in  Canada  almost  ceased,  with  the  result  that  operations  were 
very  much  limited. 

The  output  in  1914-15  was  as  follows:  Pig  iron,  212,917  tons;  steel 
rails,  174,536  tons;  and  merchant-mill  material,  8,903  tons.  Of  this 
production,  7,494  gi-o^  tons  of  pig  iron,  57,431  gross  tons  of  steel 
rails,  and  950  gro^  tons  of  merchant  mill  material,  such  as  fish 
plat^,  splice  bars,  and  bar  steel  were  exported  to  the  United  States. 

The  iron  mines  belonging  to  this  company  were  kept  in  practically 
full  operation  during  the  year,  and  69,224  gross  tons  of  iron  ore 
were  exported  to  the  United  States.  Other  products  produced  in 
coimection  with  the  steel  mill  were:  Ammonia  sulphate,  creosote  oil, 
benzol,  tav  and  pitch,  charcoal,  and  acetate  of  lime.  The  exporta- 
tion of  these  products  to  the  United  States  duiing  the  year  were: 
Ammonia  sulphate,  9,000,000  pounds;  creosote  oil,  1,000,000  United 
States  gallons;  benzol,  63,000  United  States  gallons;  and  charcfrai, 
302,440  bushels.  The  coke  and  charcoal  ovens  were  kept  in  operation, 
by  the  domestic  sale  of  a  large  portion  of  the  output. 
Important  Position  of  Paper  and  Pulp  Mills — Lumbeilng. 

The  harvesting  of  pulp  wood  and  the  manufacture  of  the  same 
into  pulp  and  paper  constitute  one  of  the  largest  business  interests 
in  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie  district,  employing  many  thousand  people. 
There  are  tlu-ee  pulp  and  paper  mills  in  this  district,  all  owned  and 
conti-olled  by  the  Spanish  River  Pulp  &  Paper  Mills  (Ltd.),  but 
each  operating  and  shipping  the  product  under  its  original  name. 
The  combined  output  of  these  mills  in  1915  as  reported  by  the  com- 
pany was:  News-print  paper,  114,774  net  tons;  sulphite  pulp,  36,307 
net  tons;  and  ground  wood  pulp,  90,715  net  tons. 

The  manufacturing  capacity  of  these  mills  is  over  one-fourth  of 
the  combined  capacity  of  all  paper  mills  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada. 
They  have  the  exclusive  right  to  cut  pulp  wood  on  over  6,000  square 
miles  of  territory,  and  in  addition  have  practically  a  monopoly  of 
much  surrounding  territory.  The  harvest  of  pulp  wood  in  this  dis- 
trict for  1915  was  approximately  223,000  coi'ds,  of  which  41,400 
cords  were  shipped  to  the  United  States.  The  approximate  cut  for 
1914  was  144,000  cords,  of  which  18,000  cords  were  sliipped  to  the 
United  States. 

The  lumbering  interests  were  unusually  active  during  the  year. 
The  demand  was  light  and  prices  low  for  the  first  half  of  the  year 
but  strong  and  high  for  the  last  half,  the  result  being  that  the  quan- 
tity of  lumber  left  standing  over  on  the  docks  is  not  so  large  as' 
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usual.  The  cat  of  lumber  in  this  distHct  for  1915  was  approxi- 
mately 187,000,000  feet,  of  which  186,000,000  feet  were  shipped  to 
the  United  States. 

HAWAIIAKS  SEE  ISO  FEOFIT  IN  HAKINO  BANANA  ELOTTB. 

[A.  P.  Taylor,  correspondent,  Honolulu.  Jan.  16.1 

Importers  and  jobbers  on  the  mainland  of  the  United  States  have 
made  numerous  inquiries  of  Hawaiian  firms  concerning  banana  flour 
during  the  past  four  months.  Replies  have  been  forwarded,  based 
on  a  written  report  to  the  Hawaii  Promotion  Committee  by  Max- 
well O.  Johnson,  chemist  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agri- 
culture experiment  station  at  Honolulu.  In  his  report  Mr.  Johnsoju 
states : 

The  flour  Is  prepared  from  bananas  by  pteellng  the  fruit  while  it  Is  still  green, 
and  It  contains  much  starch.  The  peeled  fruit  is  sliced  and  dried  In  the  sun  for 
about  two  days,  until  the  moisture  content  Is  reduced  from  70  or  75  per  cent  to 
about  15  per  cent.  This  water  content  ts  most  favorable  for  keeping  qualities. 
Xbe  slices  are  ground  into  meal  and  passed  through  sieves. 

An  Improved  method  Is  as  follows:  Selected  green  bananas  are  plunged  into 
water  at  80'  G.  to  fadlltate  peeling,  and  after  remaining  in  the  water  from  four 
to  Ave  minutes,  are  ranoved,  peeled,  and  introduced  into  a  vacuum  dryer.  Th^ 
are  stirred  while  drying  for  about  two  hours.  The  mass  Is  then  passed  tbrougtt 
sieves  with  120  meshes  to  the  square  inch. 

Price  Seqnired  to  Xake  Industry  TroAtable. 

Calculated  on  the  weight  of  the  bunch,  about  10  per  cent  yield  of  flour  la 
obtalnetl,  so  that  a  price  of  10  cents  per  jround  nt  least  would  be  necessary  ta 
make  the  Industry  a  paying  one.  Jamaica  Is  the  principal  center  of  manu- 
faeture,  although  the  Phllli^lnes  and  Cuba  produce  a  small  quantity. 

The  banana  flour  renembles  the  cereals  in  composition,  but  is  lacking  In 
nitrogenous  matter.  The  starch  la  a  much  superior  food  to  the  cereal  starches. 
The  meal  is  used  as  a  baby  food,  tn  biscuits,  in  brewing,  and  also  mixed  wltb- 
wheat  and  other  flours  In  bread. 

J.  M.  Wesgate,  agronomist,  in  charge  of  the  experiment  station, 
says  that  so  far  as  he  knows,  no  banana  Hour  is  being  manufactured  at 
present  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands.  At  one  time,  nowever,  banana- 
flour  manufacture  was  commenced  here,  and  an  attempt  was  also 
made  to  establish  a  banana-drying  industry.  As  the  bananas  in  the 
Ha waiians  ordinarily  command  too  high  a  price  to  make  this  industry 
appear  profitable,  efforts  to  manufacture  banana  flour  have  been 
abandoned. 

lAn  article  Indicating  a  marked  increase  in  ttie  demand  £or  Hawaiian  buianaa 
was  publlidwd  in  Couhkbcb  Hbpobtb  for  S^t  28, 1915.] 

CHINESE  TBADE  IN  SVRaiCAX  CATCHTT. 

(Consul  General  ti(>orge  E.  Anderson,  Hongkong,  Dec.  2.] 

There  is  considerable  catgut  suitable  for  surgical  use  produced  in 
South  China,  and  some  is  now  sent  to  the  United  States.  The  gut  is 
prepared  chiefly  in  Kwangtung  Province  and  is  manufactured  from 
certain  high-grade  qualities  of  Hunan  silk.  It  comes  usually  in  two 
oualities,  rough  and  smooth,  and  in  different-sized  strands.  Its  manu- 
facture depends  upon  the  nature  of  the  various  crops  of  silk.  For 
example,  one  factory  finds  that  during  the  first  two  months  of  the 
season  it  can  turn  out  only  about  40  pounds  of  each  quality  of  the 
gut,  while  in  other  months  it  can  produce. 45  pounds  of  the  same 
goods.  The  two  princi()ftl  qualities,  now  sold  can  be  had  at  present  at 
^.20  gold  c.i.f.  American  port,  the  price  varying  somewhat  with 
nlver  exchange  ^  I 
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SAZLZNG  FBEIGHTS  AFFECT  BBAZIUAK  COAL  TBABE. 

{Oonsnl  Ooneial  A.  U  U.  (lottsctuilk,  Rto  de  Jfineiro,  Dec.  21.] 

The  high  premiums  offered  in  the  United  States  for  cargo  space  to 
Burope  has  made  it  exceettiugly  difficult  to  obtain  steam  tonnage  for 
the  coal  trade  with  South  America.  From  the  beginning  of  1915  it 
has  been  practically  impossible  to  obtain  steamer  tonnage  on  the 
usual  terms  for  coal  freights  to  tlie  east  coast  of  South  America,  and 
since  early  December,  11)14,  exports  to  that  coast  have  been  earned 
mainly  in  sailing  vessels.  One  firm  alone  has  utilized  not  less  than 
60  sailing  vessels  for  transporting  coal  to  Brazil. 

During  tlie  first  four  months  of  the  war  coal  charters  by  steamer 
were  easily  had  at  $4  to  $5  per  ton,  or  hardly  more  than  the  normal 
freight  rate  on  this  commodity.  In  December,  1914,  sailing-vessel 
owners  were  tumbling  over  each  other  to  offer  their  boats  ror  coal 
cargoes  to  Brazil  at  $4.25  to  $4.50  per  ton,  paying  port  dues  and  cost 
of  discharging  at  the  port  of  destmation. 

Before  January  15,  owners  were  wondering  if  the  market  would  not 
stand  still  higher  rates,  and  they  began  to  demand  $5  and  $5.25  per 
ton.  Many  &tures  were  made  at  these  figures ;  and  as  the  American 
owners  began  to  appreciate  the  trend  of  affairs  they  still  further 
increased  their  rates,  and  by  the  end  of  February  nothing  in  sail 
tonnage  was  available  at  less  than  $5.75. 

Consignee  Required  to  Fay  Fort  Gliargef. 

About  that  time  vessels  began  arriving  at  destination  and  owners 
were  receiving  reports  of  the  heavy  cost  of  port  dues  and  of  discharg- 
ing, and  soon  many  owners  refused  longer  to  make  charters  except 
on  terms  providing  that  the  consignee  was  to  pay  these  expenses. 
This  was  equivalent  to  an  increase  m  the  freight  rate  of  about  $0.80 
per  ton.  Before  the  end  of  March  $G.75  was  being  asked  and  paid 
on  these  tems,  and  a  month  later  the  rate  was  $7.50  per  ton. 

There  it  remained  until  the  end  of  June,  when  it  became  $8.50, 
which  continued  to  be  a  regular  rate  until  the  end  of  September. 
At  that  time  $9  was  asked.  Few  fixtures  were  made  at  this  figure 
as  it  too  nearly  approached  the  steamer  rate,  but  during  Se])tember 
and  October  steamer  rates  again  stiffened  and  the  sailer  again  came 
into  its  own,  American  tonnage  pmlom  inn  ting  in  this  buEsness, 
although  there  were  many  fixtiu'es  of  Norwegian  sailing  vessels. 

To-day  quotations  fiom  Wales  are  at  a  premium  over  similar 
quotations  from  Hampton  Koads.  Furthermore,  coal  is  not  readily 
and  quickly  obtainable  at  Ciirdiff,  owing  to  the  smaller  ontpiit  and 
the  constantly  fluctuating  demands  npon  the  supply  by  the  British 
Admiralty.  Nevertheless,  it  is  all  but  impossible  to  sell  coal  in 
South  America  at  the  present  time,  as  there  is  a  constant,  if  vain, 
hope  that  freights  will  decline.  To  complicate  the  situation  the 
f.  o.  b.  prices  of  American  coal  are  rising,  the  increase  at  Hampton 
Boads  amounting  already  (Dec.  16)  to  $0.50  per  ton. 

Situation  Vnpropltlons  for  American  Coal  Expwter. 

The  situation  for  the  American  exporter  is  at  present  fraught  with 
considerable  danger.   It  is  impossible  for  him  to  obtain  options  ou 
essels  for  charter,  and  without  options  he  can  not  offer  firm  qu-ita- 
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tions  to  the  South  American  buyer.  Without  such  firm  offers, 
frequently  with  options  extending  over  a  week,  the  prospective 
purchaser  will  not  talk  business.  If  the  exporter  charters  as  a 
speculation  he  is  taking  tremendous  ri^s,  because  a  loss  of  a  few 
days  in  fixing  a  steamer  means  a  loss  of  thousands  of  dollars.  Few 
of  the  most  daring  speculators,  even  on  a  constantly  rising  market, 
will  take  chances  on  chartering  vessels  at  rates  whicli  literally  pay 
the  building  cost  of  a  steamer  within  less  than  six  months. 

The  voyage  to  Kio  de  Janeiro  and  return  averages  over  four 
months,  and  if  there  is  much  delay  at  port  of  discharging  coal 
frequently  five  months  elapse  before  the  sailing  ships  are  back  on  the 
Atlantic  coast  of  the  United  States.  This  being  the  case,  owners  of 
this  class  of  tonnage  who  are  willing  to  accept  $9.50  per  ton  for  coal 
to  Rio  or  the  Biver  Plate  are  indeed  i^re.  That  tiiis  rate  is  mor^ 
than  double  the  freight  which  they  regarded  as  fabulous  just  a  year 
ago  does  not  affect  the  situation  in  the  least. 

Trade  Kay  Berert  to  Oieat  Britain. 

It  is  useless  to  speculate  upon  what  may  happen  in  the  near  future. 
Whether  rates  go  still  higher  or  fall  off  depends  entirely  upon 
events  in  Europe.  What  will  happen  after  the  war  seems  quite 
fflmple  of  prediction.  Some  few  exporters  of  coal  who  have  built  up 
a  valuable  clientele  during  the  past  year  and  a  half  will  doubtless 
continue  for  a  while  to  sell  their  coal  here,  but  gradually,  as  shipping 
becomes  normal  and  as  the  Welsh  mines  are  placed  upon  a  fuin 
production  basis,  South  American  business  will,  I  am  afraid,  return 
to  Great  Britain,  in  the  majority  of  cases. 

[The  Brazilian  coal  situation  has  been  given  serious  study  by  Consul  General 
Oottschalfe  and  other  consular  officers  statlonwl  In  that  Republic,  who  have 
snhmltted  comprehensive  reports  on  the  subject.  Among  those  that  were 
pnbllshed  In  Comhbbcb  Repobts  within  the  past  year  were  the  articles  appear- 
ing In  tbe  Issues  for  Apr.  24,  June  23,  July  24>  and  Dec.  11,  1915,  and  Jan.  20» 

STEPS  TO  IMFROVE  THE  SILK  IHDUSTAT  IN  INDIA. 

(Conmil  Oenenl  James  A.  Smith,  Calcutta,  Dec.  16.] 

The  Indian  Trade  Journal  publishes  a  press  communique  from 
Delhi  stating  that  the  decline  of  the  silk  industry  in  India  (striking 
evidence  of  which  is  furnished  by  the  figures  of  imports  and  exports 
of  recent  years)  and  the  possibility  of  reviving  an  industry  once  so 
important  in  this  country  have  for  some  time  engaged  the  attention 
of  tiie  Government  of  India.  It  has  been  decided  that  the  first  step 
to  be  taken  is  the  employment  of  a  qualified  expert,  who,  after  care- 
ful study  of  conditions  not  only  in  India,  but  in  other  silk-producing 
countries,  will  formulate  recommendations  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Government.  With  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  Mr. 
H.  Maxwell- Lefroy,  formerly  imperial  entomologist  and  now  pro- 
fessor at  the  Imperial  College  of  Science  and  Technology,  South 
Kensington,  has  been  appointed  to  the  temporary  post  of  imperial 
silk  specialist,  created  in  accordance  with  this  decision.  Mr.  Lefroy, 
-who  is  expected  to  arrive  in  India  this  week,  will  spend  the  cold- 
weather  season  in  studying  conditions  at  the  silk  centers  in  India, 
after  which  he  may  possibly  visit  Japan  and  French  Indo-China. 
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EintoFEAHs  nr  ihbu  bitt  hetal  beds. 

[Consul  James  Oliver  lAing,  K&raclii,  Dee.  6.] 

There  is  a  good  sale  in  northwest  India  for  metal  beds  which  are 
reasonable  in  price.  Natives  use  the  wooden  bed  (charpoy) — a  low 
frame,  strung  with  cord  or  flat  cotton  tape;  Europeans  generally  use 
metal  beds.  I  have  yet  to  see  a  wooden  bed  in  a  European  bungalow 
here,  except  where  a  person  prefers  the  native  bed  in  hot  weadiw, 
owing  to  its  coolness. 

Metal  beds  here,  as  a  rule,  hare  a  rod  at  each  comer  to  hold  np 
a  mosquito  netting.  Malaria  is  prevalent  in  India,  and  nets  are  nec- 
essary in  most  months  of  the  year.  Woven  springs  are  (wpular, 
rather  than  circular  coiled  springs,  and  the  springs  are  usually  a  part 
of  the  bed.  Single  bt'ds  are  uted  in  India  much  more  than  double 
beds.  Among  the  beds  that  are  in  general  use  here  there  are  two 
types  that  are  quite  coninion.  One  sells  at  retail,  with  mosquito 
frame,  for  $9.32,  and  $6.81  without  the  frame.  Another,  which  is 
made  in  more  substantial  form,  with  the  pieces  which  are  used 
as  legs  extending  upward  and  forming  i>ermanent  m<»qmto  bars, 
retails  for  $42.17.  The  size  of  each  is  6^  by  3  feet-  The  former  is 
of  black  enameled  metal,  and  the  latter  of  brass.  The  brass  bed  is 
li  inches  around  tlie  pillars. 

flllustratl<nis  of  those  two  types,  tleslfrnateil  ns  No.  1  and  No.  2,  mny  he  In- 
spected lit  tUe  Bureau  of  rorelRii  and  Doineatie  (Jommerce  or  Its  <listrlct  offices, 
liefer  to  file  Nr>.  Tl.tlOO.  A  list  of  Karachi  merchants  dealing  in  beds  may  also 
be  obtained  by  refen-ing  to  the  same  file  uumber.  Most  of  these  bouses  bave 
conneirtions  up-€ouiitry.] 

AUEBICAN  CONSVLAB  0F7IGEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSEHCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  (rlad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Ntm*. 

Post. 

Exptrft- 
tiOQ  ot 
venue. 

Address. 

Donald,  Once  K  

Haracalbo,  Venoznela. 
Son  Luis  I'olosI, 

Mc-sfco. 
Brussels,  Belgium .... 

Feb.  17 
bob.  13 

Har.  11 

m  rhnrch  StrMt,  Uobilo,  Ala. 
190.>Hwtb  Biisb  Street,  Santa  Ai»,Gad. 

l(Bl  aiaton  StfMt,  FbDaMphia,  Fa. 

o  Consul  Wllltcrt  L.  Ronnoy  will  visit  Jjoh  Aurn'if^  and  Rnn  Vlvgo,  Cal.,  and  San 
Antonto,  Tfx..  :)diI  vitt  advise  the  Chamber  ot  Cummcm;  Id  each  of  tbese  dtlea  of  his 
arrival  and  uddrrt<H. 


District  Offices  of  the  Borean  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Hew  Tork,  Eoom  409  ITalted  States  Customhouse;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
United  States  Customhouse;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St  Lonis,  402  Third 
National  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Bnllding;  Hew  Orleans,  1020 
Blhemla  Bonk  Building;  San  Francisco,  806  United  States  Cnstomhoose;  Seattle, 
92S  Alaska  Bvlldlng.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; Cincinnati,  Chamber  ot  Commeree;  £os  Angeles,  Chamber  ot  Oomraenw; 
Detroit,  Board  of  Commeree;  niUade^hla,  Chamber  ot  Commeree;  Davenpeari 
(Iowa),  Commercial  Club. 
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rCorrespondenoe  should  be  direct  with  the  offlcpn  named,  and  Bpeclflcatlons  can  UHiiaHy 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  gootla  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  pcr- 
fonned.  In  cases  where  the  time  limit  U  too  short  to  permit  flrma  to  submit  tenders, 
tbej  Bbould  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  of  auch  offices  to  receive  notices  tialUng 
for  future  aopplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature,| 

Marine  boiler.  No.  2931. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  lightUoiisc 
Inspector,  Milwaukee,  W1&,  for  fumislilng  one  marine  boiler.  Further  In- 
formation may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  lighthouse  Inspector. 

Dredging,  No.  2032. — Sealed  propoanls  will  be  received  nt  the  Tnltcd  States 
Ekiglneer  Office,  room  802  Army  Building,  39  Whitehnll  Street,  New  York,  , 
N.  Y..  nntll  Februnry  29,  1916,  for  dredging  in  Newark  Biiy  and  Passaic 
River,  N.  J.   Further  information  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the 
above-named  office. 

Navy  Department  supplies.  No.  2933. — SealPd  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Supplies  nnd  Accounts,  Nnvy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
for  the  supply  of  the  following.  Bidders  desiring  to  submit  proposnis 
should  apply  to  the  Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  giving  the  schedule 
nnml>er8  desired:  Schedule  0267,  steel  bolts  and  cast-Iron  washers  and  - 
yellow-pine  timber  and  flooring ;  schedule  9268,  yellow-plne  decking ;  schedule 
9269,  disk  grinder  and  core-wire  straightener :  schedule  0270.  brass  tubing; 
schedule  ^Tl,  valve  group  bodies  and  machloed  winged  nuts;  schedule 
9272,  steel  forgings;  schedule  !)273,  steel  shafts;  schedule  9274,  steel  holler 
tubes  and  telepbnne  wire;  schedule  9275.  alcohol,  cojiper  paint,  and  white 
ssinc  In  oil;  schedule  9276,  brass  oil  feeders  and  squirt  cans,  brass  spur 
grommets,  copper  hammers,  machinists'  hammers,  dltty  box  hinges,  snnp 
books  with  rings,  rim  locks  for  metal  doors,  and  shackles,  thimbles,  and 
^ster  books;  Bcbednie  9277,  boatswains'  calls,  oak-tanned  rigging  leather, 
mirrors  with,  nickel-plated  frames,  straigbt  ash  oars,  nnd  sheet  lead; 
schedule  9278,  cotton  canvas,  asbestos  gauntlet  mittens,  cn^iibed  silica  rock, 
scoop  shovfds,  and  valve-resenting  machines;  schedule  ^79,  leyden  Jars, 
'  attachment  plugs  and  sockets,  and  single  conductor  wire;  schedule  92^0, 
ships'  bngles;  schedule  9281.  cabinet  oak,  sound  oak,  Virginia  pine,  white 
pine,  yellow  pine,  and  southern  spruce;  schedule  9282,  telephone  cable,  trans- 
formers, and  sheet  steel ;  schedule  9233,  15-horsepower  Induction  motor 
and  transformers;  schedule  9284,  ferromangnnese,  ferrosiilcon,  ferrovana- 
dlnm,  nnd  pig  Iron;  schedule  9285,  winter-cut  piles  from  live  timbers; 
schedule  0286,  water-strainer  bodies.  Impulse  sectors,  guide  sleeves,  oil  cups, 
gears,  etc  and  mushroom  anchors;  schedule  9287,  cork  buoys,  cylinder 
chest  locks,  and  steel  castings;  and  schedule  9288.  medium  steel  ancles' 
and  rough  forging  liners. 

Oo»»tructi<»i  vwrk.  No.  2934. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Office 
of  the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
March  14,  1916,  for  the  construction  complete  (Including  mechanical  equip- 
ment and  approaches)  of  the  Unlte<l  States  post  office  nt  Antigo,  Wis.  Draw- 
ings and  specifications  may  be  obtained  from  the  custodian  of  the  site  at 
Antigo,  or  at  the  Supervising  Architect's  Office,  Washington. 

Stationery  and  textiles,  etc.,  No.  2935. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at 
the  Medical  Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  204  South  Eighth  Street,  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  until  February  16. 1016,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  operating 
gowns,  white  oilcloth  for  table,  cotton  sheets,  standard  cotton  shirts,  stand- 
nrd  cotton  tape,  standard  office  tape,  cotton  thread,  ticking,  hand  towels, 
standard  loose-leaf  binders,  crown  blank  books,  **  Isco  "  envelope  openers, 
Ink  (powder  or  tablets),  retl  ink.  desk  pads,  rnbber-stninp  pads,  blotting  pa- 
per, carbon  paper,  paper  fasteners,  typewriter  paper,  standard  paper 
weights,  writing  paper,  paper  pencils,  steel  pens,  penalty  rubber  stamps, 
rubber  dating  stamps,  lead  pencils,  and  oil  cans  for  typewriters. 

Woolen  blanketa.  No.  2936. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Prisons,  Department  of  Justice,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  February  28,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  the  United  States 
Penitentiary,  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  600  woolen  blankets.  Copies  of  speclfl- 
catlons  and  further  Information  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  above- 
named  office. 

Book*,  No.  2037. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  rec^ved  at  the  Medical  Supply  D^t, 
United  States  Army,  643  Greenwich  Street.  New  York,  N.  T..  until  February 
10.  1016.  tM  fmniahlDg  and  deUTerlng  71  o^ea  of  Progressive  Medictnok 
Hare,  lOieL  ^  . 
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Be8erv«d  nddrcBses  mar  be  Qbtnlced  from  the  Bap««ii  and  its  dlatrtet  oMeca.  Regaeat 
for  cat-h  opportunity  should  be  on  a  sopamte  eheet  and  the  flle  namfcer  El^cn. 

ViaSsware,  plate  glass,  and  glans-cutting  machinery,  etc..  No.  20016. — An  Atnerl- 
can  cuiiKului*  oflicor  in  Culm  writer  timt  a  man  in  his  district  desires  to 
esttiblisli  c-oiniuercinl  relations  witli  Ainertcnn  manufucturers  of  glossn'are, 
plate  glass,  nilrroi-s,  window  glass,  and  machinery  for  cutting  gloss.  Cata- 
logues and  fall  information  should  be  sent. 

Machinery  and  appUanccs,  No.  20017. — An  American  consular  officer  In  India 
reirarts  that  tlie  dlre<!tor  of  iiii  educational  institution  in  his  diRtrlrt  desires 
to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of  textile  machinery,  clteml- 
cal  laboratory  Alters,  chemicals  and  chemical  apparatus,  soap  machtnec;, 
woodworking  mactdnery,  color  machinery,  engines,  boilers,  toois,  and  djie- 
Ing,  printing,  and  blenching  luadilucry.  Ciituloguea  and  full  Information 
ehould  be  sent.  Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Bugar  and  rice  machinery.  No.  20018. — Bpedal  ngent  of  the  bureau  reports 
that  a  man  In  Peru  is  in  the  marliet  for  a  complete  sugar  mill  with  n 
grinding  capacity  of  20  tons  of  sacar  every  12  hours.  Tlie  man  also  desires 
to  receive  tenders  and  specillcatloiis  for  a  complete  plant  to  treat  from 
40  to  45  quintales  (from  4,000  to  4.500  pounds)  of  rice  In  12  hours.  Detailed 
Information  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  bureau  or  its  district  olficei. 

Advertitting  agents,  No.  20010. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Russia  re- 
ports that  a  Arm  in  his  district  contemplates  oiicuing  an  advertising  afneots 
In  that  country  and  desires  to  comnuuilcate  with  American  odTertJatag 
agencies.   Con-espondeuce  may  be  in  Euglisli. 

Machinen/,  moton,  motorcycles,  and  soap.  No.  20020. — ^A  commerda!  agent  of 
the  Bureau  reports  that  a  firm  in  the  Netherlands  desires  to  represent 
American  manufacturers  of  machinery  for  breweries,  woodworking 
chlney,  motorH,  motorcycles,  and  soaps. 

Pirc  fji««rfliire.  No.  20021. — An  American  consular  ofllcer  In  Honduras  writes 
that  there  is  an  opjiortunlty  in  iiis  distrlt-t  for  tlie  placing  of  American  fire 
insurance,  especially  by  companies  carrying  rislts  on  Chinese  property 
along  tile  riicilic  coast  and  whicli  have  had  esjierience  In  dealing  with 
C'lUnese  men-linnts.  The  names  of  proRpectlve  agents  moy  be  obtnlMil 
from  the  American  consulate. 

Wirelcus  apparatus.  No.  20022. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Central  America 
desires  to  receive  quotations,  f.  o.  b.  stciuner  New  Orleans,  on  a  3  to  A  k.  w., 
500-cych>  wireiesB  transmit  lor,  witli  complete  modern  receiving  wt.  The 
transmitter  sliouhl  Int  equipped  with  either  quenchetl  or  f^nchronous  rotfutf 
Bimrk  gap  and  capable  of  transmitting  n  distance  of  250  miles.  The  power 
is  to  be  furnlslieil  by  u  mining  power  plant.  A  200-foot  mast  <»■  tower  wlU 
be  furnislied  by  the  irarchoser.  Cost  of  installation  should  be  included  In 
QuotatlunK. 

Wire  for  naUs,  No.  20023. — A  rann  In  Bnusil  Informs  an  American  consalsr 
officer  that  be  is  In  the  market  for  galvanized  wire  for  making  nails  with 
"Purls  iM>intR."  Quotations  are  deplre4l  on  5  tons  No.  13;  4  tons  No.  12; 
2  tons  No.  11;  2  tons  No.  10;  and  2  tons  No.  T;  to  be  In  rolls  of  50  Ulos 
(about  110  i>ounds)  each.   Corresiioudence  should  be  In  Portuguese. 

ParcJiment  paper,  No.  20024. — ^An  American  cunsuhir  ofllcer  in  London  reports 
that  a  firm  in  his  district  din^Ires  to  purchase  parchment  paper,  suitable  fat 
packing  tea.   Quotations,  terms,  and  samples  should  be  sent 

Coat,  cement,  automohUea,  railicay  materialt,  etc..  No.  20025. — man  In  Spain 
informs  an  American  consular  utilcer  that  he  desires  to  represent,  on  a  com- 
mlsslon  Imsls.  American  manufacturers  ami  exiiorters  of  coal;  superphos- 
phates and  other  fertilizers;  chemicals;  petroleum  and  its  products;  sted 

reinforcements  for  concrete;  iron  cornice  work;  cement;  automobiles; 
street  railway  cars;  rooting  slates;  steel  rails  for  steam  and  street  rail- 
ways; paper,  printing,  stationery,  and  fancy  wrapping  paper;  printing  and 
lithogrnpblng  inks;  typesetting  machines;  printing  machinery;  and  motinr 
boats.  References  arc  given. 
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FQHTHEB  TABIFF  EXEMPTIONS  IN  SPAIN. 

[Telegram  from  American  Consnl  Oonpral.  Ftnri:elona,  Fcli.  2.] 

A  Spanish  royal  decree  of  January  30,  1916,  authorizes  the  free 
admission  into  Spain  of  the  following  products:  Flour  of  barley 
and  other  cereals,  including  corn,  millet,  and  dnri;  rye  and  other 
cereals,  including  millet,  sorghum,  and  dari  (wlien  not  destined  for 
the  production  of  alcohol);  dried  leguminous  products;  hemp,  raw 
or  hackled,  and  hemp  tow;  and  iron  and  steel  scrap.  The  same 
decree  provides  for  a  reduction  of  the  import  duty  on  sugar  from 
60  to  25  pesetas  per  100  kilos  (peseta,  $0,193;  kilo,  2.2040  pounds). 

[A  notice  r^ardlng  a  previous  Spanish  decree,  whlcli  recently  provided  for 
the  temporniy  free  admission  of  a  large  number  of  additional  products*  ap- 
peared In  CoicHBRCB  Repqbts  for  Jan.  12,  3916.] 


A  OAL7EST0N-IIEXICAN  LINE. 

[Special  Agent  Garrard  Harris,  Cuba,  Jon.  24.1 

The  Gulf  Coast  Fruit  &  Steamship  Co.  of  Galveston,  Tex.,  haa 
recently  purchased  the  Norwegian  steamsliips  Fo?'t  Gaines  and  Fort , 
Morgan  of  the  International  Steamship  Co.  of  Mobile.  These  two 
vessels  have  been  plying  out  of  Mobile  and  to  Ontral  American 
ports  in  the  banana  trade  for  several  veal's.  The  Galveston  owners 
■will  immediately  inaugurate  a  service  between  Galveston  and  Mexi- 
can points,  especially  Vera  Cruz  and  Puerto  Mexico,  where  the  com- 
pany owns  fruit  plantations;  and  Tampico  will  also  be  one  of  the 
regular  ports  of  call.  The  service  will  start  the  first  week  of 
February. 

It  is  probable  that  the  pecan  nut  is  destined  to  become  the  most 
important  of  all  the  prooucts  of  nut-bearing  trees  in  the  United 
States,  in  the  view  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  The  produc- 
tion more  than  trebled  between  1899  and  1909. 
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CAITNED  GOODS  FOB  SASTIAOO  SE  CTTBA. 

[Consul  P.  McrrlU  Qrifflth,  Bantlaso  de  Cuba.1 

An  inspection  of  the  stock  of  canned  and  bottled  goods  carried  by 
provision  stores  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  discloses  the  fact  that  a  con- 
siderable quantity  has  been  imported  in  the  past  from  Europe,  such 
as  asparagus,  pickles,  chow-chow,  pickled  meats,  sausages,  jellies, 
jams,  preserves,  potted  meats,  sardines,  soda  biscuits,  and  sweet  bis- 
cuits, all  of  which  could  be  substituted  by  those  manufactured  in  the 
United  States. 

An  Opening  for  the  Extension  of  American  Trade. 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  war,  however,  there  has  been  a  great 
diminution  of  imports  of  this  character  from  Europe,  and  the  pres- 
ent seems  an  opportune  time  for  American  manufacturers  interested 
in  extending  their  business  to  make  a  careful  study  of  the  market. 
American  canned  goods  of  all  kinds  are  popular  in  Cuba.  The  prox- 
imity of  the  United  States,  which  assures  cheaper  freight  rates,  the 
rapidity  ot  delivery,  the  guaranteed  purity,  and  the  preferential 
duties,  are  factors  most  advantageous  as  far  as  competition  with 
European  manufacturing  and  exporting  houses  is  concerned. 

The  city  of  Santiago  de  Cuba  has  at  present  about  65,000  inhabi- 
tants and  the  p<»}ulation  of  this  consular  district,  which  embraces 
more  than  half  oi  the  area  of  the  island,  is  about  750,000. 

The  duty  on  canned  meats,  fish,  sauces,  condiments,  etc.,  from  the 
United  States  is  about  25  per  cent  ad  valorem;  on  canned  fruits 
19.5  per  cent  ad  valorem;  and  on  vegetables,  pickled  or  pr^rred 
in  any  manner,  the  duty  is  about  23  per  cent. 


H&VDUHO  INQTTIBIES  FOB  BUfflHESS  ABBOAB. 

tCoDBul  General  Edwin  S.  Cnnnlngbsni,  nnnkow,  Cblntt,  Dec.  1Q.1 

Attention  is  called  to  the  disadvantage  of  forwarding  inquiries  to 
foreign  chambers  of  commerce  in  foreign  cities  in  the  mnnned  adopted 
recently  by  an  American  company  that  was  planning  to  appoint  an 
agency  in  Hakow.  This  firm  gave  particulars  of  the  business,  to- 
gether with  terms  of  sale  and  discounts,  including  the  name  of  the  ex- 
porter. These  were  circulated  among  all  the  merchants  in  that  line  of 
business.  The  case  cited  is  only  one  of  several  instances,  but  the  Ameri- 
can consulate  had  already  obtained  a  local  firm  as  representative  for 
the  American  concern  mentioned,  and  the  firm  had  forwarded  a  re- 
mittance to  cover  an  initial  order.  The  foreign  chamber  of  commerce 
circulated  all  the  information  which  this  representative  had  received 
from  this  oHice  and  upon  which  the  local  firm  based  its  order.  Had 
the  information  been  circulated  before  the  order  was  given,  it  is 
likely  that  the  work  of  the  American  consulate  would  have  been 
ineffective. 

Invoices  certified  at  the  American  consulate  at  Florence,  Italy, 
during  1915  show  that  the  shipments  of  cheese  from  that  district  to 
the  United  States  for  the  year  amounted  to  1,132.083  pounds,  valued 
at  $259,492,  compared  with  1,514,030  pounds,  valued  at  $338,037, 
for  1914, 
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COIlillTlOVS  IH  THE  SWISS  WATCHHAEINa  IKSnSTBY. 

[CoDsal  Waller  II.  Schnix,  Berne,  Jan.  8.] 

In  what  measure  the  Swiss  watch-making  industry  has  been 
affected  by  the  European  crises  is  revealed  in  reports  recently  issued 
by  the  industry.  These  publications  show  that  tlie  Swiss  watch- 
in^ers  are  facing  a  crisis  and  that  conditions  are  rapidly  growing 
worse.  The  fact  that  no  more  white  metal  is  to  be  had  from  Fi-ance, 
as  recently  announced  by  the  Swiss  Department  of  Commerce,  indi- 
cates  in  wnat  degree  the  local  industry  must  conform  to  present-day 
conditions,  if  the  industry  is  to  survive.  The  Department  of  Com- 
merce has  recommended  that  the  manufacturers  seek  copper  and 
nickel  in  the  British  markets  and  that  these  products  be  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  Swiss  factories  for  conversion  mto  white  metal.  All 
efforts,  apparently,  to  import  white  metal  from  the  United  States 
have  failed,  owing  to  the  strong  American  demand  for  this  product 
during  the  past  year  or  two. 

Ztecreased  Ontpnt  of  Watch  Cases. 

The  extent  of  the  decline  in  the  output  of  watch  cases  in  Switzer- 
land since  the  beginning  of  the  war  is  shown  by  the  following 
figures  of  production  for  three  years:  1918,  3,801,689;  1914,  2^86,003; 
and  1915,  1,890,823. 

It  is  explained  in  watchmaking  circles  that  there  was  no  lack  of 
orders  during  the  past  year,  but  that  the  present  conditions  are  due 
solely  to  the  increased  difficulties  surrounding  tlie  importation  of 
raw  materials  and  the  export  of  the  finished  product,  the  losses 
sustained  owing  to  the  fluctuations  in  currency,  the  high  freights  and 
insurance  premiums,  and  last,  but  not  least,  the  labor  shortage. 

DCFBOPEB  PACKING  OF  GOODS  FOB  COSTA  BICA. 

[Consul  Samuel  T.  Lee,  Son  JosC.  Jon.  15.1 

Some  three  months  ago  an  Amencan  firm  shipped  to  San  Joa6 
a  motorcycle  side  car  packed  in  such  fashion  that  the  freight  and 
other  charges  were  $12.25  more  than  was  necessary.  The  side  car 
came  in  a  box  measuring  46  cubic  feet,  with  a  gross  weight  of  323 
pounds  and  a  net  weight  of  160  pounds— the  box  thus  weighing 
3  m>unds  more  than  the  contents. 

The  body  and  smaller  pails  of  the  car  should  have  been  shipped 
in  a  box  of  half-inch  Inmuer  (instead  of  1-inch  material),  with  the 
n>rings,  wheel,  and  mud  guard  packed  inside  the  body.  The  under- 
frame  should  have  been  taken  off,  wrapped  in  paper  and  burlap, 
and  shipped  separately.  The  car  body  and  other  parts  could  have 
been  packed  in  a  box  measuring  27  cubic  feet;  the  frame,  in  a  sepa- 
rate package  securely  wrapped  as  described,  would  have  measured 
apmvximately  8  cubic  feet. 

Tlie  freight,  dispatching,  customs,  and  incidental  costs  on  the  side 
car  as  sent  amounted  to  ^48.90;  packed  as  snggestedj  the  expense 
would  have  been  $36.65 — a  saving,  as  noted,  of  $12.25  in  charts  on 
an  article  whose  invoice  value  was  $56.50. 

Consul  Arthur  Garrels  reports  from  Alexandria,  Egypt,  under 
date  of  January  5,  that  the  omon  crop  is  doing  well  and  is  promising, 
and  Uiat  a  much  larger  area  is  under  onions  &an  last  year. 
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EXPOBTS  OF  BBEADSTTTTFS,  DAIBY  FBOSTTCTS,  COTTOIT,  ETC. 

The  usual  monthly  figures  showing  the  exports  of  domestic  bread- 
stuffs,  cottonseed  oil,  food  animals,  meat  and  dairy  products,  cotton, 
and  mineral  oils  from  the  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United 
States,  as  compiled  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce, Department  of  Commerce,  are  given  below.  The  figures  rep- 
resent the  exports  during  December,  1914  and  1915,  and  for  the  13 
months  ended  December,  1914  ^nd  1915 : 


Items. 


December— 


1»U 


1914 


12  moaths  ended  Deoem- 
ber- 


Ulfi 


ExroBTs  BT  QBocra. 

Breadstuffa  dollars. 

Co-on^oedoll  .{l^S: 

Cattle,  hop.  and  sl  eep  do... 

Heat  and  dainr  products   do  .. 

Ibalet  . . 

Cotton  Jpounds. 

[dollars  . 

Ub^ons  

Total  dollars. 


nroBTs  ST  nmcipAL  abtkles. 


Com. 
Oats. 


Wheat. 


Flour  

Beef,  canned. 


Beef,  frosb  

Beef,  pickled,  ete. 


OleooU. 


llaeoB. 


bushels, 
tlollars  . 
bushels, 
dollars., 
bushels. 
doUani.. 
barrels . 
dollars . 
pounds. 
'  dollars . 

Sounds. 
oUars . 

ftouIld3. 
ollars  . 
pounds, 
dollars  . 
pounds, 
.dollars  . 
pounds . 
dollars  . 
pounds, 
dollars  . 



Pork,  pickled,  etc..  --{CS*; 

L«rd,cooipoands  {Zi^^^- 

'^^-^  

niumlnatingon...  {f^j-^^- 

Lubricating  OU  [^^j;:^'^- 

.a^llDM»pl.tba.ete.  gfc 

Residuum,  fuel,  oil,  etc  ©ifei 


Hamsond  shoulders. 
Lard  


33,158,408 
27.27.S.715 
2, 187.776 
35.P85 
24.024,6^8 
m,  278 
391.082.365 

m,  712, 

11,950,200 


66.SS9.809 
37.SJ7.C59 
2,331.81)1 
8.^02 
12.211,3M 
l.lfl2. 115 
629.021,465 
49,3CO.7a0 
106,860.567 
9.437,410 


610, 
550, 
25, 
2, 
2S0, 
8, 

4.362, 
417, 

3,309. 
141, 


582,283 
40D.267 
73,8-10 
66P.3S6 
033. 196 
3j8.e04 
lG0,i7fl 
IO.'>,.*(23 
760.702 
001,663 


aoo-aoM.-fl 

216,7-7.140 

879.4  0 
13S.2K3.438 
6,3.0  393 
3,28.').  380  042 
343,^  OM 
2, 1:24  2S0,3.4 
133.3B1,9&< 


106,441,701 


l,346,a88,8M 


n8,387,«37 


Z,.i<>l,2S8 

ti,'',ii,;((j3 

;i,07i.  148 
U.>:v.'.:'27 
l."i,2l'j.:21 

l,ii',i.-,.:88 
l!»i,,'JS2 

l..->7!  .'*6 

37,296, 6t« 
3,294,111 
2,932.»0 
266,648 
9,880,271 
1, 175. 171 

ES, 003,600 
7,686, ff76 

31.731.627 
3,255,  i:t3 

46.134,309 
4,803,207 
4,311,336 
EOI,821 

13,  .'06. 794 
1.479,923 
3,735,036 
359,989 

10,7M,T24 
335,310 

66,360.026 
3,920,171 

l8.04ti.M2 
2.687,181 

2l.7tf7.4l3 
3. 123.  £51 

68,8V7,t68 
1,902,981 


4,SS?,D06 
3,.'>54,59a 
6,:  03, 431 
2,813,403 
38,876.217 
36,235,923 
1.818,317 
9,473.160 
4,901.691 

655.048 
6,694  348 

797,070 
2,»51.0!>0 

303.625 
3,493.  MS 

412.270 
21,214,435 
2.P4S.311 
11.330.679 
1,731.895 
36.009.388 
3,970,  Ot9 
l,014.CO2 

185,479 
3,331.3n3 

332,333 
7,002.213 

,'178,891 
7,761.282 

246,303 
72.831.176 
4,132.386 

u.m.m 

1.753.043 
12.947.115 

1.452.357 
60,822.015 

1,853,419 


46,395,297 

36.430,721 
104,390,559 

6»,  141,876 
205.333,797 
281,815.044 

15,380.093 

94,399,7.0 

70,536,406 

10,985,654 
26:;,  003,348 

33.510,9!<0 

43.077,083 
4,589.673 
108,760, 163 

13.011,799 
520,8;<1,460 

60,30>.S17 
363.974.G15 

36,970.338 
450,098.528 

48,107.07J 

35.506.313 
4.000,^0 

78,1*81.741 
8,fOI.8l3 

50. 974.003 
6,289,685 
IM,  703. 613 
4. 175,011 
835,246,438 

49,787.246 
237. < 60. 120 

33.001,289 
273.806,978 

33.031.274 
808.343.638 

2i,gGe,U3 


IS,  107, 410 
11,891,931 

35,0»,5» 
19,009.133 
I73.248,3(K 
186.501.554 
12,625,135 
61,031,806 
80,671,106 
4.887.395 
31,:Vi.438 
3.879.468 
23,67.S,366 
3,363,513 
86.144,527 
8.918,130 
183,330,560 
25,431  039 
140. 263.606 
30.513.U7 
434,889.  I£3 
48.349.28e 
21.897.471 
3.430.918 
37,235, 166 
4,071.836 
58.397.033 
5,243.074 
133. 590.4(1 
4,927,525 
1,008,405.576 
63,943.780 
190.888,017 
25,916,3« 
199,754,004 
34.4;t7.063 
701.613. 3» 


Imports  of  ExploiiTes  and  FireworkB  into  India. 

A  table  showing  the  imports  of  explosives  and  fireworks  into 
British  India  in  recent  years,  the  countries  of  ori^n,  etc.,  has  be«l 
coinpfled  at.  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  a  copy 
of  which  may  be  obtained  at  the  Bureau  or  one  of  its  district  officea 
Refer  to  file  No.  91. 
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KOBWEaiAN  HABEET  FOB  COTTON  FABBIC3. 

IConsul  General  E.  Elaldcman  Dennlson,  Cbrlstfanla,  Jan.  4.] 

An  inquiry  hns  been  received  from  an  Americnn  manufnctnrer  as 
to  the  possibilities  offered  in  Norway  for  the  introduction  of  fine  cot- 
ton fabrics.  Before  the  war  such  articles  were  Iar<roly  supplied  by 
England  and  Germany,  the  United  States  contributing  only  a  very 
small  proportion  of  the  impoi-ts.  Former  sources  of  supply  hav- 
ing now  either  been  entirely  cut  off  or  largely  restricted,  nn  oppor- 
tunity exists  for  the  introduction  of  American  textiles  of  this  kind. 

While  there  are  no  statistics  available  as  to  the  value  of  cotton- 
goods  imports,  dealers  state  that  these  amount  to  about  $1,250,000 
per  annum  and  that  England  ordinarily  supplies  about  75  per  cent 
of  the  total.  Norway  manufactures  only  the  cheaper  grades  of  cot- 
ton ^oods  and  is  thei*efore  entirely  dependent  upon  outside  sources 
for  Its  supplies  of  ihe  finer  qualities. 

Local  Agents — Import  Duties. 

The  trade  is  handled  through  local  agents,  who  call  regularly 
upon  the  wholesalers.  Only  one  agent  should  be  appointed  and 
onl^  one  approached  at  a  time,  as  they  all  belong  to  an  association 
which  carefiilly  looks  after  the  interests  of  its  members  and  pun- 
ishes any  infraction  of  its  rules  by  expulsion.  The  agents  work  on 
a  2^  per  cent  commission,  and  the  terms  of  credit  are  80  days  less 
2|  per  cent  after  the  receipt  of  the  goods.  In  certain  instances  both 
English  and  German  exporters  have  granted  credit  up  to  three 
month& 

The  Norwegian  import  duty  on  goods  of  this  kind  is  for  printed 
fobrics  1.10  crowns  per  kilo,  equal  to  $0.1337  per  pound  (paragraph 
60  of  the  tariff  act) ;  if  made  of  several  colors,  not  printed,  0.75 
crown  per  kilo,  equal  to  $0.0912  per  pound  (paragraph  61) ;  and  if 
made  of  one  color,  either  dyed  or  bleached,  50  ore  per  kilo,  equal  to 
$0,061  per  pound. 

[A  list  of  cotton-goods  agents  and  dealers  In  Chrlstlunla  may  be  had  upon 
application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Doniustic  Commerce  or  Its  district 
oOteMS  by  referring  to  file  Na  T181S.] 


CONTBBEKCE  OF  OOIOCEIBCIAL  SECBETABIE3. 

Secretaries  of  commercial  associations  in  cities  of  150,000  popula- 
tion and  over  will  gather  in  Washington  February  4  and  5  upon 
invitation  of  the  Secretary  of  (vOmmerce  to  study  the  work  of  the 
department  and  to  confer  with  its  ofiicei*s  relative  to  making  this 
work  more  helpful  to  business  interests.  The  conference  opens  at 
10  o'clock  Friday  with  a  meeting  in  tlie  office  of  the  Secretary.  Visits 
will  then  be  made  to  the  bureaus  in  the  Commerce  building  and  in 
tiie  afternoon  the  departmental  exhibit  at  the  New  Willard  Hotel  will 
be  inspected.  In  the  evening  the  delegates  will  attend  the  reception 
at  the  White  House.  Visits  to  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  the  Coast 
and  Geodetic  Survey,  and  the  Bureau  of  Fisheries  will  be  made  on 
Saturday.  In  the  evening  a  supper  and  smoker  will  be  given  at  the 
University  Club.  Weather  permitting,  a  trip  will  be  made  to  Mt. 
Yemon  Saturday  afternoon. 
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offokhtnitt  foe  babttes  pboduction  ih  spaih. 

[Consul  WUbur  T.  Gracey,  Serllte,  Spain,  Dec.  18.1 

A  chemist  in  Seville,  who  is  the  owner  of  a  tract  of  land  containing 
barytes  deposits,  situated  ih  the  Guadal  canal  district,  about  60  miles 
from  Seville,  is  endeavoring  to  negotiate  with  persons  in  Madrid  for 
the  formation  of  a  company  to  carry  on  tlie  business.  If  the  capital 
offered  is  insufficient,  he  will  seek  foreign  money  and  will  endeavor 
to  interest  persons  in  the  United  States  who  would  be  prepared  to 
invest  $100,000  to  $200,000  in  the  business,  with  the  object  of  con- 
ducting it  on  a  large  scale.  The  owner,  who  is  said  to  have  substan- 
tial resources,  is  prepared  to  invest  his  own  money  in  the  project 

Pei-sons  who  may  be  interested  should  communicate  with  the 
American  consul  at  Seville,  and  probably  would  have  to  visit  the 
mines  before  taking  any  definite  action.  Before  the  war,  this  ore  was 
sold  at  $7  per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  Glasgow,  the  freight  from  Seville  being 
$1.70  per  ton.  The  price  has  risen  rapidly  to  $25  per  ton,  f.  o.  b. 
Liverpool  or  Glasgow,  and  the  shipping  companies  are  asking  $7.30 
to  $9.73  a  ton  for  freight.  The  totol  cost  of  extraction,  cartage  in 
wagons  or  on  donkey  back,  and  rail  expenses  to  Seville  does  not 
ex(%ed  25  pesetas  ($4.82)  per  ton,  and  this  could  be  reduced  to  20 
pesetas  ($3.86)  by  the  use  of  a  cable  line. 

[The  address  of  tlte  owner  of  the  mine,  and  of  the  English  middleman  through 
whom  he  Is  operating,  raay  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreisu  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce  or  Its  district  offices.   Refer  to  file  No.  71331.] 


HTDUSTBIAI  EZHIBinOH  IN  TAIWAJT. 

[Consul  Edwin  L.  NerUlc,  Talbokii,  Taiwan.  Dec.  28.] 

The  Governor  General  of  Tjiiwan  (Formosa)  plans  to  hold  an 
industrial  exhibition  in  Taihoku  begmning  April  10,  1916,  and 
closing  on  May  9.  The  object  is  to  show  the  progress  in  arts  and 
industries  made  in  Formosa  during  the  20  years  the  idand  has  been 
a  Japanese  possession,  and  the  revolution  in  commerce  and  trade  re- 
sulting therefrom. 

There  will  also  be  exhibits  from  the  East  Indies  and  other  tropical 
oriental  districts,  including  practically  all  the  colonial  regions  of 
the  tropical  Far  East. 

The  total  cost  of  the  exp<^ition  will  be,  so  far  as  the  local  govern- 
nient  is  concerned,  about  600,000  yen  ($298,800). 


ATJSTEAUAN  OOTEENUEin:  CLOTH  HILLS. 

[Commorclnl  Attiic1)€  Wfllinm  C,  Downs,  Melbourne,  Dec.  29.1 

The  woolen  cloth  factory  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Australia  at 
Jforth  Geelong,  Victoria,  was  officially  opened  by  the  governor  gen- 
^1  on  December  21.  The  buildings  cover  4^  acres,  situated  on  a 
plot  of  13  acres  given  to  the  Government  by  the  Geelong  Harbor 
Trust.  The  plant  and  equipment,  which  are  of  the  most  modem  de- 
sign, cost  £156,000  ($759,174).  The  capacity  of  the  mills  is  400,000 
yards  of  cloth  per  annum.  The  mills  have  actually  been  in  operation 
for  some  time  and  are  employing  at  present  90  persons,  operating 
20  looms.  AVithin  three  months,  however,  it  is  hoped  to  have  75  looms 
in  operation,  and  the  number  oi  employees  will  be  increased  to  200. 
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THE  STRAW  HATS  AND  BKAIBS  OF  TUSCANT. 

[CoDRul  P.  T.  F.  Damont,  Florence,  Italy.] 

The  manufacture  of  straw  hats  and  braids  on  a  commercial  scale 
is  a  comparatively  modern  industry  in  Florence,  being  slightly  over 
ft  hundred  years  old.  The  glowing  of  the  line,  thin  straw  that  must 
be  used  is  an  industry  peculiar  to  this  section  of  Italy.  Attempts 
have  been  made  to  grow  it  in  other  paiis  of  the  world,  particularly 
Japan ;  but,  although  care  was  taken  to  get  the  proper  seed  and  to 
plant  it  in  soil  similar  to  that  in  which  the  straw  is  grown  in  this 
district,  the  results  up  to  tlie  present  have  been  unsatisfactory. 

The  seed,  which  is  obtained  in  the  Apennine  Mountains,  between 
Bologna  and  Florence,  is  sown  in  the  hill  country  which  lies  between 
Lostra-a-Segno  and  Empoli.  The  ground  is  prepared  to  a  slight 
depth  and  the  seed  broadcasted  by  hand  on  the  surface,  where  it  is 
left  uncovered  to  sprout.  The  thicker  the  seed  is  sown  the  more 
spindling  the  straw  grows.  The  sowing  is  done  in  Kovember  and 
in  May. 

"  Punta"  and  "  Pedal "  Straw. 

Just  as  the  seed  is  coming  into  milk  the  entire  plant,  roots  and  all, 
is  pulled  from  the  ground.  The  stalks  are  laid  out  on  the  field  to 
dry  in  the  sun  and  turned  from  time  to  time.  After  this  drying  proc- 
ess is  completed  the  crop  is  stacked  or  housed.  During  the  autumn 
and  winter  the  top  joint,  including  the  seed,  is  pulled  out  by  hand, 
the  remainder  of  the  stalk,  including  the  root,  being  kept  by  the 
farmer  for  his  own  use.  Ine  top  joints  are  then  gathered  together 
and  the  seed  part  is  carefully  cut  off.  This  is  also  put  aside  by  the 
farmer  and  is  u?ed  for  reseedmg  or  for  feeding.  That  part  of  the  top 
joint  which  remains  is  then  cut  into  two  sections,  the  upper,  called 
punta."  being  one-half  or  two-thirds  the  length  of  the  lower,  called 
"pedal." 

The  "  punta  "  and  "  pedal "  straws  are  tlien  separately  bunched  and 
brought  to  the  market,  where  they  are  purchased  by  manufacturers 
through  "  fattorini "  (agents),  or,  in  many  cases,  bj  the  fattorini " 
themselves.  In  order  to  get  straws  or  strands  of  a  size  they  are  sorted 
by  a  machine,  the  meshes  of  which  are  so  arranged  that  bv  passing 
the  bunched  straws  over  the  meshes  those  of  the  same  size  fall  in  the 
same  bin.  "  Punta  "  and  "  pedal "  straws  are  sorted  separately.  From 
the  "punta"  straws  the  fine,  so-called  Leghorn  hats  are  made;  the 
"  pedal "  straws  are  made  into  what  are  known  as  Milan  braids. 

Leghorn  braids  are  composed  of  9,  11,  or  18  strands,  the  braids 
being  from  one-eighth  to  nine-thirty-seconds  of  an  inch  in  width 
and  82  to  131  feet  in  length.  In  general  it  may  be  said  t^at  the 
length  is  governed  by  the  size  of  hat  as  deteiTnined  by  &shion  ex- 
perts. If  the  style  calls  for  very  large  hats  it  is  sometimes  necessaiy 
to  splice  two  braids,  much  in  the  same  way  as  ropes  are  spliced. 
Milan  braids  are  composed  of  5  or  7  strands,  the  braids  being  from 
one-fourth  to  one-half  an  inch  wide  and  of  length  to  suit  the  size  of 
hat  wanted. 

**  Tneiolo  "  Btraw— Other  Braid  Xateiials. 

"Truciolo"  straw  is  made  into  braids  at  Carpi,  a  town  near 
Uodena,  in  this  consular  district.   These  braids  are  employed  for 
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"chip"  hats.  The  material  used  is  not  straw  at  all,  although  it  is 
sometimes  known  as  "rice  straw."  Great  numbers  of  white  poplar 
trees  are  grown  in  the  river  Po  region  in  the  Provinces  of  Reggio 
Emilia  and  Ferrara  especially  for  the  manufacture  of  this  "straw." 
Four  or  five  years  after  planting  the  trees  are  felled.  All  straight 
trunks  and  branches  are  cut  into  lengths  of  20  to  24  inches,  the  bark 
removed,  the  piece  squared  and  planed.  The  pieces  are  then  passed 
through  a  special  machine  that  cuts  them  into  strands  of  any  desired 
width  and  thickness.  Three  of  these  strands  are  used  to  plait  a 
braid.   The  braids  can  be  colored  or  bleached  to  any  desired  shade. 

Carpi  has  become  renowned  for  "truciolo"  braids,  and  brides 
utilizing  the  home  supply  of  poplar  its  manufacturers  import  poplar 
and  willow  in  48-inch  pieces  from  Bohemia  and  Kussia.  Altnough 
occasionally  whole  pieces  are  imported,  it  is  more  usual  to  import 
the  strands.  Bohemian  "truciolo"  straw  is  of  a  brighter  color  and 
has  a  more  satiny  finish;  it  is  used  for  making  women^s  hats.  In 
the  past,  expoitations  of  braids  and  hats  were  very  heavy,  but  of 
late  years  not  only  have  fashions  changed  but  Japanese  braids  have 
cut  lieavil;^  into  trade  with  the  United  States.  Children's  chip 
hats  are  still  worn  and  exports  are  confined  almost  entirely  to  goods 
adapted  for  such  use.  A  three-strand  braid  is  plaited  from  rushes 
or  osiers,  but  this  is  seldom  in  demand. 

Braids  are  also  made  of  hemp  imported  from  the  Philippines. 
Although  this  district  produces  great  quantities  of  the  fiber,  the 
strands  of  Italian  hemp  are  not  considered  strong  enough  to  use  in 
making  hat  braids.  Hemp  braids  are  also  importwi  from  Japan  and 
the  hats  are  made  here.  "  Neapolitan,"  or  horsehair  hats  are  not 
made  in  the  Florence  district;  these  come  from  Canton  Aarffltu 
in  Switzerland  and  the  hair  used  is  either  Swiss  or  Austrian.  De- 
pending upon  the  whim  of  fashion,  braids  are  also  made  of  twisted 
straw,  of  mixed  straw  and  hemp,  and  of  mixed  straw  and  chip. 
Braid  Kaklng  a  Home  Industry — Sewing  the  Hata. 

Generations  of  Tuscan  women  have  braided  straw  and  seem  to 
do  the  work  mechanically.  They  are  wonderfully  deft,  never  look- 
ing at  the  strands,  braiding  while  talking  or  walking  or  while 
carrying  bundles  upon  their  heads.  Braid  making  furnishes  an 
occupation  to  thousands  of  women  and  girls  and  is  a  home  industry, 
to  be  taken  up  or  put  down  as  circumstances  require.  The  Italian 
peasant  woman  is  never  idle.  The  work  is  paid  for  by  the  piece, 
and  earnings  range  from  $0.08  to  $0.40  per  day,  the  latter  amount 
being  for  the  most  expert  workers. 

In  making  Leghorn  hats  the  braid  is  sewed  edge  to  edge  with 
straw  of  the  same  size.  The  braid  used  in  making  Milan  hats  is  in- 
tended to  be  lapped.  The  projecting  rough  straw  ends  in  the  Leg- 
horn plateaux  are  removed  by  rubbing  two  plateaux  together.  Before 
being  made  up  the  braids  are  bleached  by  means  of  a  chemical  wash. 

The  hats  known  as  "Mountain,"  "Casentino,"  and  "Marche" 
are  all  of  the  same  kind,  but  these  are  made  of  straw  after  the  thrash- 
ing has  been  done,  only  the  first  joint  from  the  top  being  used.  The 
braids  are  sewn  together  without  lapping,  just  as  I^ghoms  are 
made.  They  are  really  rough  Leghorns,  except  that  the  entire  first 
joint  of  the  straw  is  used  as  one  piece  and  is  not  cut  into  "punta" 
and  "pedal"  straws. 
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Tht  United  States  the  Beet  Karket 

The  United  States  offers  the  most  extensive  and  best  market. 
Many  of  the  plateaux  are  blocked  into  hats  in  Florence,  where  this 
trade  has  passed  down  from  father  to  son.  While  the  plateaux  are 
supposed  to  be  of  the  same  size  when  ready  to  be  blocked,  the  sizes 
are,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  somewhat  irregular.  Florentine  blockers 
are  used  to  this  and  make  the  proper  allowances,  but  in  New  York 
blockers  find  these  slight  irregularities  a  source  of  annoyance  and 
trouble. 

The  value  of  straw  hats  and  braids  invoiced  through  the  consulate 
at  Florence  for  export  to  the  United  States  during  1910  was 
$1,203^05;  in  1911,  $1,152,866;  in  1912,  $1,268,638;  in  1913,  $890,771; 
and  in  1914,  $1,013,220.  The  trade  in  the  United  States  took  great 
quantities  of  men's  hats  in  1914  for  use  in  the  summer  of  1945.  but 
this  demand  has  been  entirely  replaced  by  the  demand  for  women's 
Leghorns  for  use  in  the  spring  and  summer  of  1916.  Shipments  of 
these  have  begun,  but  the  number  of  women  and  girls  available  for 
hat  and  braid  work  has  been  considerably  reduced  because  of  the 
higher  pay  that  can  be  obtained  in  making  clothes  and  uniforms  for 
army  contractors.  As  a  consequence  hat  and  braid  workers  are 
scarce  and  prices  show  a  rising  tendency.  So,  too,  the  cost  of  bleach- 
ing braids  has  risen  75  per  cert,  as  chemicals  can  no  longer  be  ob- 
tained from  Germany. 

[A  list  of  straw  hat  and  braid  manufacturers  in  the  Florence  consular  district 
may  be  bad  upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
or  Its  district  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  68064.  An  earlier  review  of  the  Tuscan 
braid  and  hat  industry  appeared  in  Dally  Consular  and  Trade  Ileports  for 
Apr.  11, 1912.} 

SttESIAS  IHDUSTBIAL  DIVIBEHDS. 

[Co&mil  Harr7  0.  Seltzer.  Brenlaa.  Oermaay,  Deo.  18,  1016.] 
Sattsfftotory  Condition  of  the  Brush  Industry. 

In  the  general  a^mbly  of  the  Striegau  Brush  Manufacturing  Co. 
(Ltd.),  held  in  Breslau  recently,  a  dividend  of  8  per  cent  was  author- 
ized to  be  paid  at  once.  The  director  stated  that  the  establishment 
was  satisfactorily  employed  and  that  prices  obtained  were  farorable. 
[See  also  report  on  "Advanced  prices  of  brushes  in  Germany,"  in 
CoMHEECB  Reports  for  Dec.  2, 1915.] 

Brewery  Froflts. 

In  the  general  assembly  of  the  Schultheiss  Brewery  A.  G.,  in 
Breslau,  a  dividend  of  16  per  cent  was  again  declared.  As  to  the 
future  policy  of  the  corporation,  it  was  pointed  out  that  the  prices  of 
malt  had  increased  considerably  during  the  war  with  a  corresponding 
increase  in  the  price  of  beer.  Since  this  condition  affected  all  brewing 
industries  alike,  it  was  decided  to  continue  the  same  policy  rather 
than  to  cut  the  price  of  beer  and  consequently  reduce  the  rate  of 
dividend. 

The  Liegnitzer  Genossenschaftsbrauerei  E.  G.  M.  b.  H.  (Registered 
Cooperative  Brewery  (Ltd.)),  whose  members  are  principally  inn- 
keepers, in  its  regular  annual  meeting  declared  a  dividend  of  5i  per 
cent  against  5  per  cent  in  the  preceding  year.  It  was  further  resolved 
to  allow  a  rebate  of  17.8  cents  per  hectoliter  of  beer  sold  to  its  mem- 
bers against  11.9  cents  in  1914.  The  business  year  ended  September 
30, 1916,  shows  a  total  men^bershlp  of  358  as  against  370  last  year. 
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CANNED  AND  BOTTLED  FBOVISIOHS  FOB  BUUA. 

[Comnl  IS.  K.  Moorbpjid,  Rangoon.] 

Imports  of  canned  and  bottled  provisions  (excluding  canned  milk, 
farinaceous  products,  jams  and  jellies,  biscuits,  pickles,  and  vinegar) 
into  Burma  by  principal  countries  for  each  of  the  three  years  ended 
March  31,  1915,  are  given  in  the  following  table: 


Countrlfli. 

1C13 

lfil4 

leis 

Countries. 

ins 

1014 

1916 

United  KbiRdom. . 

U4.4S0 

8.1f0 
SI,  210 

7.220 

J137.S70 

341-  tro 

£0.13  J 

9.TF0 
23.(30 

»,280 

1118.  »10 

C2.7I0 
lO.fiTO 

10.  a™ 

12,100 
14.850 

Straits  Settle- 

63,330 
9,«70 
O.ICO 

135.530 
46,450 
10.016 
10.655 

S13.3S0 

T.ew 

13.710 

Allot!  erEufpe... 
Unlled  8tBie«: 
Atlantic  03iist. 

PPCflCCOISl... 

Canada:  PaolBc 

Australia   

AllotLerootmtrtej. 

£U,3bO 

m,40 

2S7,8S0 

Lack  of  Shipping  Facilities. 

The  decrease  in  the  imports  of  Pacific  coast  products  has  no  doubt 
been  caused  to  a  considerable  extent  by  lack  of  shipping  facilities. 
In  normal  times  Pacific  coast  products  are  shipped  via  Hongkong 
and  Singapore  and  there  transshipped  into  the  weekly  steamers  or 
the  British  India  Steam  Navigation  Co.  This  weekly  line  has  been 
withdrawn  since  the  outbreak  of  war.  The  Japanese,  however,  have 
a  fortnightly  service  between  Hongkong,  Singapore,  and  Rangoon. 
This  line  is  unable  to  cope  with  the  amount  of  freight  offered,  and 
naturally  preference  is  given  to  Japanese  goods. 

Now  IS  the  timcj  however,  when  American  products  could  6nd  a 
ready  and  increasmg  market,  provided  proper  shipping  facilities 
could  be  found. 

[A  liRt  of  grocers  and  iiroTislon  dealers  In  Rangoon  may  be  obtained  at  tiie 
Bureau  of  Foretsn  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  one  of  Its  district  cHBlces.  Bx^a 

to  file  No.  71837.] 

AUEBICAN  CONSULAB  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions : 


Mama. 

Post 

Expira- 
tion of 

venue. 

Address. 

Watla.  Etbelbert  

Vuac^ba,  Venemcla . 
Ban  Lola  Potoii, 
Vexkw. 

PTwete,  Pelrirm  

Tftlhotu,  Taiwan  

Feb.  17 
Feb.  13 

Kar.  11 
Apr.  1 

163  Onirpb  Street.  HoUle.  Ala. 

1905  North  Bush  Street,  Santa  AnajOil. 

1021  Clinton  Btreet,  rhiladetphla.  P». 
1978  West  SStb  Street,  Cleveland,  ObiB. 

•  Consul  Wllbert  L.  Bonnoy  will  tIbU  Loa  Angelen  and  Ban  Dlejpj,  Cal..  and  San 
Antonio,  Tex.,  and  will  advise  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  In  each  of  itaieM  dtles  of  his 
arrlTal  and  addrcaa. 


Crude  chicle  gum  amounting  to  991,351  pounds,  valued  at  $495,676, 
-was  invoiced  at  the  American  consulate  at  Toronto,  Canada,  for  the 
United  States  during  1916,  compared  with  610,585  pound&  valued 
at  ^34,732,  for  1914. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COHMEBCE  REPORTS. 


49t 


CHOSEirS  HEW  BTTDQET. 

[Conml  Oeneral  BaDsford  8.  Miller,  Seoul,  Dec.  14,1 

The  budget  of  the  Government  General  of  Chosen  for  the  next 
fiscal  year  (ending  Mar.  31.  1917)  as  presented  to  the  Imperial 
Diet  for  sanction  and  as  reproduced  in  the  semiofficial  Keijo  Nippo 
contemplates  an  expenditure  of  $29,685,250,  of  which  $18,480,968  is 
for  "ordinary"  and  $11,204,282  is  for  "extraordinary"  disburse- 
ments— an  increase  of  $512,634  over  last  year  in  the  total  expenditure. 

The  chief  sources  of  the  "ordinary  "  revenues  ($20,718,471)  are  the 
tax  receipts  ($8,317,437)  and  the  income  from  the  various  Govern- 
ment undertakings  ($10,019,045).  These  latter  include  the  opera- 
tion of  the  railways,  the  ginseng  and  salt  monopolies,  and  the  timber 
undertakings.  While  the  estimates  indicate  a  tailing  off  of  $458,657 
in  the  customs  receipts,  the  total  ordinary  revenue  shows  an  increase 
of  $889,771. 

Under  the  "extraordinary"  revenues  ($8,966,779)  is  on  estimate 

of  $5,276,622  from  a  public  works  loan,  an  increase  of  $972,411  over 
last  year,  while  the  annual  subsidy  from  the  home  (jovernment 
(Japan  proper)  is  decreased  by  $498,500  (from  $3,988,000  to  $3,489,- 
500)  in  pursuance  of  the  announced  policy  of  gradually  withdrawing 
this  subsidy  and  placing  the  finances  of  Chosen  upon  an  independent 
basis. 

I'uming  to  the  expenditures,  the  principal  disbursements  in  the 
"ordinary"  schedule  are  for  administrative  purposes  and  the  prose- 
cution of  Government  enterpris&s.  Railways  and  commimications 
take  approximately  one-third  of  the  total.  The  point  of  chief  inter- 
est, however,  is  the  schedule  of  "extraordinary"  disbursements, 
amounting  in  all  to  $11,204,282.  Of  this  sum  $1,520,728  is  for  sub- 
t>idi^  to  various  public  works  and  enterprises,  in  addition  to  $1,596,- 
458  for  public  works  to  I>e  curried  out  by  the  Government  on  its  own 
account  and  $4,182,415  for  the  construction  and  impro  -ement  of 
railways — this  latter  amount  to  be  devoted  primarily  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  Cliongjin-Hoilyong  line.  A  notable  omission  in 
the  list  of  subsidies  is  the  annual  grant  of  $147,550  to  the  Oriental 
Development  Co.,  a  joint-stock  company  organized  under  official 
patronage  to  promote  the  development  of  Japanese  agricultural  and 
industrial  enterprises  in  Chosen.  It  has  been  publicly  stated  that 
tlxis  ppmpany  failed  to  make  ends  meet  during  the  past  year,  owin^ 
to  the  fall  in  the  price  of  riqe,  and  that  the  withdrawal  of  the  subsidy 
is  a  serious  blow  to  the  company. 

NEW  AMEEICAN  INDTTSTRIES  FOR  CANADA. 

[Consol  James  II.  Goodler,  NiKgara  Falls,  Ontario,  Jao.  27.] 

Two  new  manufacturing  i^Iants  controlled  by  American  capital 
are  about  to  be  established  within  this  consular  distnct — one  at  St. 
Catharines,  and  the  other  at  Niagara  Falls.  The  plant  to  be  located 
at  St.  Catharines  is  that  of  the  Cnemical  Refinery  (Ltd.).  a  corpora- 
tion controlled  by  a  group  of  manufacturers  from  Wheeling.  W.  Va. 
As  the  name  of  the  corporation  implies,  a  general  line  of  chemicals, 
and  more  especially  potash,  will  be  manufactured  at  the  new  plant. 

The  factory  to  be  opened  in  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario,  will  be  an 
extra-territorial  plant  of  the  Oneida  Commimity,  at  Sherrill,  N.  Y. 
This  factory  will  manufacture  mlverware  and  flatware. 
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H&WAHAN  FUTEAFFLE  FB0SFECT3. 

tA.  P.  Tnylor,  corr«>pondent,  Honolulu,  Jmn.  11.] 

Pineapple  jn'owei's  in  Hawaii  during  1914  and  1915  are  said  to 
have  sold  tlieir  fruit  at  an  average  loss.  Those  producing  this  vari- 
ety of  fruit,  and  particularly  those  on  the  island  of  Maui,  have  iM>t 
yet  learned  what  price  they  will  be  offered  by  tlie  canners  tliis  year, 
although  there  are  indications  that  it  will  be  better  than  during  the 
past  two  years. 

According  to  a  grower  in  the  Haikii  district,  island  of  Maui,  there 
is  evidence  that  the  pack  will  not  show  the  increase  this  year  that  it 
has  in  the  past.  Manv  small  growers  on  Oahu  have  been  compelled 
to  dispose  of  their  holdings  by  practical  inability  to  sell  their  fruit 
at  all,  and  a  considerable  acreage  has  been  allowed,  for  this  reason, 
to  grow  up  in  weeds.  On  Maui  the  crop  will  be  short,  both  for  the 
i-eason  that  the  independent  growers  have  not  been  planting  heavily, 
on  account  of  uncertainty  as  to  price,  and  that  the  plantings  suffered 
severely  from  incessant  rains.  The  quality  of  the  season's  pack  also 
may  be  below  the  normal. 

Oanninff  Companies  Advance  Honey. 

In  order  to  stimulate  planting  the  canning  companies  are  advanc- 
ing money  to  homesteaders  and  others.  This  has  not  been  reported 
for  several  years.  It  is  done  on  Oahu,  and  on  Maui  the  Haiku 
Fruit  &  Packing  Co.  is  also  helping  to  finance  small  growers.  A 
homesteader  in  the  Kuiaha  tract  h:is  undertaken  to  plant  60  acres, 
and  has  been  alkwed  an  advance  of  $100  per  acre  for  the  property. 
Everything  to  interest  planting  has  been  done.   However,  the  out- 

Eut  for  the  Maui  pack  for  the  next  two  or  three  years  is  estimated  to 
e  smaller  than  in  the  past. 

The  price  paid  the  growers  on  Maui  last  season  was  $11.25  per  ton 
for  first-class  fruit,  which  low  rate  accounts  for  the  indifference  of 
growei-s  in  relation  to  extending  their  acreage.  The  new  price  will 
oe  announced  in  May.  The  price  of  canned  fruit  has  advanced  seme 
during  the  year  and  this  may  benefit  the  growers.  The  total  pine- 
apple pack  for  all  the  islands  in  1915  was  2,175,000  cases. 

Xar^  Tonnage  at  Their  Direct  Command. 

The  large  pineapple  canneries,  such  as  the  Hawaiian  Pineapple 
Co.,  Thomas  Pineapple  Ca,  Libby,  McNeil  &  Libby,  Haiku  Fruit  & 
Packing  Co.,  and  others  which  have  large  acreages  of  their  own,  in- 
dependent of  individual  growers,  had  a  large  pineapple  tonnage 
at  their  direct  command  throughout  the  year. 

The  Hawaiian  Pineapple  Packers'  Association,  of  Honolulu, 
entered  into  two  extensive  advertising  campaigns  in  1915.  One  was 
a  grocery- window  display  of  Hawaiian-canned  pineapples  in  prac- 
tically every  State  on  the  American  mainland;  while  "Hawaiian 
Pineapple  Day,"  which  was  held  on  November  10,  1915,  called  for 
the  nreparation  of  special  Hawaiian  pineapple  menus  in  American 
hotels  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific.  The  statistical  results  of 
the  latter  campaign  have  been  compiled  by  the  Hawaii  Promotion 
Committee  and  the  Hawaiian  Pineapple  Packers'  Association,  in- 
dicating that  it  was  satisfactory. 

The  interruption  of  trade  to  Kurope  has  had  an  adverse  effect  on 
^ipments  of  canned  pineapples  across  the  Atlantic,  and  practically. 
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the  entire  Hawaiian  pack  is  being  disposed  of  on  the  American 

mainlani  and  in  Canada. 

[The  Hawaiian  pineapple  Indnstry  la  fully  dewrlbod  In  Spoclnl  Agents  Se- 
rifs No.  91.  of  tlie  publications  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  ami  I>oni('stic  Oom- 
merre.  "  Plneapple-canninc  Industry  of  the  world,"  In  which  particular  atten- 
tion is  iriven  to  tlie  industry  In  Hawaii  and  Sinsapore.  the  principal  pnwlncing 
districts.  This  puhlicntlon  may  be  ohtaine<I  from  the  Superintendent  of  Dix*u- 
ments.  (l.ivernment  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.  C,  or  from  the  district 
offices  of  the  bureau,  at  5  cents  per  copy.] 


SOUTH  ASBESTOS  SEEKS  MABKET. 

IVlce  CoBKUl  Charles  U.  Helsler.  Cape  Town.  Cape  of  Good  Hupe,  Dec.  17.] 

Although  there  are  extensive  deposits  of  asbestos  in  many  parts  of 
British  South  Africa,  little  interest  has  been  taken  in  the  possibilities 
of  mining  it.  Many  who  owned  land  having  such  deposits  upon  it 
refused  to  engage  to  any  extent  in  operations  for  its  recovery,  pre- 
ferring to  wait  until  a  suitable  market  was  permanently  established. 
The  industry  now  has  a  more  hopeful  future,  as  many  asbestos  mer- 
chants are  endeavoring  to  establish  and  maintain  foreign  markets. 

liie  principal  markets  in  the  past  have  been  in  England  and  on 
the  Continent,  but  the  war  has  affected  the  conditions.  During  the 
years  1009  to  1911  a  lar^r  quantity  of  asbestos  was  shipped  from 
South  Africa  to  the  Continent  than  to  the  United  Kingdom,  while  in 
1918  and  1914  the  reverse  was  the  case.  Now  shipments  to  parts  of 
the  Continent  have  ceased. 

Xi^orters  How  looking  to  the  TTnited  Statn. 

As  a  result  of  these  deve!o[)ments  several  of  the  local  asbestos  ex- 
porters are  looking  to  the  United  States  as  a  prospective  market  for 
their  products.  The  mineral  is  being  obtaine(i  in  Cape  Colony,  prin- 
cipally in  the  Kururaan,  Hay,  and  Prieska  divisions.  Ten  concerns 
were  working  during  ,1914,  thoiigh  the  number  producing  in  Decem- 
ber of  that  year  was  only  six.  These  concerns  purchase  the  asbestos 
from  individuals.  Exports  of  raw  asbestos  from  South  Africa  in 
1913  and  1914,  with  the  countries  receiving  the  shipments,  were: 


Cmntrtos, 

uu 

1914 

Qnantity. 

ValQA. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Povndt. 
752, 3M0 

S24,445 

pimndt. 

I,45»,7S7 

S9,e00 
625,413 
48fi,718 

S67,71& 
15 
3,920 
18,»75 
14,290 

78,S«8 
Eft),  013 
8l2,Ei76 
4,480 

2,550 
10,  Ul 
37,4.-S 
136 

85?:^::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::^ 

It  seems  likely  that  a  larger  market  could  be  created  for  South 
African  asbestos,  and  it  is  probable  that  when  the  material  is  bet- 
ter known  it  will  be  in  much  greater  demand. 

Detailed  press  reports  of  the  Forty-seventh  Trade  Union  Congress 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  held  at  Bristol,  En&land,  September  6  to  11, 
1915,  have  been  I'eceived  frttm  Consul  J.  S.  Armstrong,  jr.,  at  Bristol, 
and  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce  or  its  district  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  71945. 
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EXTEVSIOir  07  SIAMESE  SOUTHEEN  RAILWAY. 

tVlce  CoDsal  Carl  C  HaoMii,  Ban^olLl 

The  annual  report  on  the  traffic  and  construction  of  the  Siamese 
Southern  Railway  for  the  fi-cal  year  ended  March  31,  1915,  has  just 
been  made  public,  and  shows  that  up  to  the  end  of  that  period  the 
total  length  of  tlie  new  line  with  its  branches  open  to  traffic  was  389 
miles,  of  which  120  miles  were  opened  during  the  year,  and  as  the 
total  length  of  the  line  with  its  branches  will  be  740  miles,  there 
remains  yet  351  miles  to  be  completed.  The  budget  estimates  for  con- 
Bti'uction  of  the  line  and  its  branches  for  the  current  year  amount  to 
about  $3,000,000. 

fassengeTS  and  Freight  Transported— Shorter  Sonte. 

The  number  of  passengers  carried  on  the  line  during  the  year  was 
1,321,003,  an  increase  of  113,000  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 
The  goods  tran^poited  amounted  to  102402  tons,  an  increase  of  16,454 
tons. 

The  line  when  completed  will  shorten  the  mail  service  to  Europe 
via  Trang  and  Penan^  by  three  or  four  days,  and  the  journey  from 
Penang  to  Bangkok  will  occupy  two  and  one-half  days  only,  against 
six  to  eight  days  now  taken  by  sea. 

The  area  traversed  has  now  a  population  of  about  1,600,000  only, 
but  a  great  influx  of  people  is  expected  with  the  opening  up  of  the 
large  tracts  of  country  which  are  suitable  for  cattle  grazing,  rico 
cultivation,  rubber  and  coconut  plantations,  and  ether  tropical  prod- 
ucts; and  the  mining  interest  includes  tin,  coal,  gold,  wolfram,  and 
other  minerals.  The  railway  will  greatly  facilitate  t^e  working  of 
these  hitherto  more  or  less  uuacoessible  resources. 


ITALY'S  DEICAHS  FOB  FIELD  FKODtTCTS  AND  HONET. 

(Consul  Jay  White,  Naples.  Nov.  10.] 

The  Naples  consulate  has  been  requested  to  fui*nish  information 
for  interested  persons  in  the  United  States  regarding  the  demand 
here  for  certain  field  products  and  for  honey. 

There  are  indications  that  there  is  a  decided  market  for  rolled 
oats  and  oatmeal,  as  some  of  these  goods  are  already  on  the  market 
from  the  United  States,  and  are  received  with  favor  in  the  southern 
part  of  Italy.  The  kind  of  oatmeal,  however,  should  be  specified, 
as.  for  instance,  whether  it  is  "pinhead,"  "medium,"  "coarse,"  or 
"  fine."  There  is  said  to  be  a  large  consumption  of  cream  of  oats, 
as  well  as  cream  of  barley,  in  tliis  section  of  Italy. 

There  was,  this  year,  a  complete  failure  of  the  honey  crop  in 
Italy,  and  there  is  a  large  demand  for  centrifngal  honey,  but  not 
for  any  of  inferior  grade. 

Sistriet  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Fore^  and  Somestio  Commerce. 

Vtw  York,  Koom  409  United  States  Customhouse;  Soston,  eigrhteenth  floor 
United  States  Customhouse;  Chicago.  S04  Federal  Bulldiner;  St.  Lonis,  403  Third 
National  Bank  Building;  Atlanta.  S21  Post  Office  Building;  ITew  Orleans,  1080 
Hlbemla  Bank  Bnlldlne:;  San  Trandseo.  806  United  State*  CnttomhonM;  Seattle, 
888  Alaska  Building.  CoopexatlTe  distoiet  d&oes:  Olevelaad,  Ohanilier  of  Com- 
meroe;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Conunerce;  Lof  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Oommene; 
Detroit,  Board  of  Commeroe;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Coaimeree;  Dftvenpinrt 
fZowa),  Commerelal  GImb. 
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FBOPOSAIS  FOB  OOVEBNXENT  STTPPLIES  AND  CONSTBITCTIOH. 

[Correspondence  sbould  be  direct  with  tbe  offices  named,  and  apeciflcatlonn  can  usunlly 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goodR  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  is  to  be  ikt- 
tormed.  In  cases  where  the  time  limit  In  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenfifra, 
they  should  ask  to  l>e  placed  on  tbe  mailing  lists  of  aucb  ofBcea  to  receive  aotlces  calUntf 
for.  future  supplies  or  work  of  a  siiuUar  nature.] 

Bxtemiion,  remodeling  work,  elc.  No.  2938. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received 
at  the  Office  of  the  Superintend  Ins  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  until  March  13,  1910,  for  the  extension,  reiiunleling,  etc.,  of 
the  United  States  post  ofRce  and  courthouse  at  t>kUUioma,  Okla.  Drawings 
and  specifications  may  be  obtained  from  the  custodian  of  the  site  at  Okla- 
hoDia  or  at  the  SupervisinR  Architect's  OlUce,  Wiushington. 

Alterations  to  building.  No.  2939. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Office 
of  the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department.  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  February  29,  1916,  for  alterations  to  tlie  United  States  post  olfloe  and 
courthouse  at  Martinsburg,  \V.  Va.  Drawings  and  siteciiicatioos  may  be 
obtained  from  the  custotUau  of  tlie  site  at  Martinsburg  or  at  the  Super- 
vising Architect's  Office,  Washington. 

Bepairs  to  venaeU,  No.  2940.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  sub- 
office  of  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey.  202  Burbe  Building,  Seattle,  Wash., 
until  February  14,  1916.  for  repairs  to  the  Unital  States  Coast  and  Geo- 
detic Survey  steamers  Pattcrton  and  Brplorer.  Full  information  may  be 
obtained  from  the  inspector,  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  Seattle. 

AUcraiiom  to  bvoj/a.  No.  2941. — Sealed  proposals  wiii  be  received  by  the 
Llglithouse  InsiHKTtor,  Portland,  Me.,  until  February  15,  1910,  for  making 
alterations  to  two  No.  9J  Willson  buoys,  at  Portland,  Me.  Further  informa- 
tion may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Lighthouse  Inspector,  Portland. 

Beioage-dispoial  system.  No.  2942. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Office  of  the  SupervlsinR  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington, 
D.  C,  until  February  29,  1916,  for  a  sewage-disposal  system  at  the  United 
States  post  office  and  courthouse,  Martinsbut^,  W.  Va.  Copies  of  drawings 
and  Bpedfleatlons  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  custodian  of  the 
Bite  at  Martinsburg,  or  at  tbe  Supervising  Architect's  Office,  Washington. 

Dredging,  Na  2948.-^ealed  pn^Mnals  will  be  received  at  the  United  States 
Engineer  Office,  New  Lcmdon,  Conn.,  until  March  6,  1910,  for  dredging  In 
the  Connecticut  River  below  Hartford.  Further  Intormation  may  be 
obtained  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

Electric,  passenger  elevator.  No.  2944. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at 
Office  of  the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington, 
D.  C,  until  February  29,  1916,  for  the  installation,  complete,  of  an  electric 
passenger  elevator  In  the  United  States  post  office  and  courthouse  at 
Martinsburg,  W.  Va.  Copies  of  drawings  and  specifications  may  be 
obtained  on  application  to  the  custodian  of  the  site  at  Martinsburg,  or  at 
the  Supervising  Architect's  Office,  Washington. 

Soraet  and  cattle.  No.  2945. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Office  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  March  6^ 
1916,  for  ftynishlng  and  deliTerlng  bulls,  heifers,  milch  cows,  and  marea 
to  the  various  agencies  of  the  Indian  Office.  Further  Information  may  be 
•  obtained  on  application  to  the  Indian  Office,  Washington,  D,  0. ;  the  United' 
States  Indian  warehouses  at  Chicago,  111.,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  and  St. 
]U)uls,  Mo. ;  and  the  superintendents  of  the  Cheyenne  River  Agency.  Chey- 
enne Agency,  S.  Dali. ;  Colville  Agency,  Nespelem,  Wash. ;  Crow  Agency,  Crow 
Agency,  Mont. ;  Crow  Creek  Agency,  Crow  Creek,  S.  Dak. ;  Flathead  Agmicy, 
Dixon,  Mont. ;  Fort  Belknap  Agency,  Harlem,  Mont. ;  Fort  Hull  Agency, 
Fort  Hall,  Idaho;  Fort  McDermltt  Agency,  McDermitt,  Nov.;  Fort  Peck 
Agency,  Poplar,  Mont ;  Havasupai  Agency,  Supal,  via  Grand  Canyon,  Ariz. ; 
Kaibab  Agency,  Moccasin.  Ariz. ;  Klamath  Agency,  Klamath  Agency.  Oreg. ; 
JLower  Bntle  Agency,  Lower  Brule,  S.  Dok. ;  Moqui  Agency,  Reams  Canyon, 
Ariz. ;  Navajo  Agency,  Fort  Defiance,  Ariz. ;  Pine  Ridge  Agency.  Pine  Rtilge, 
S.  Dak. :  Pueblo  Day  Schools,  .Mbuquerque,  N.  Mes. ;  Rasebod  Agency,  Rose- 
bud, S.  Dnlt. ;  Round  Valley  Agency,  Coveio,  Cal. ;  Shoshone  Aigency,  Fort 
Washakie,  Wyo. ;  Standing  Rock  Agency,  Fort  Yates,  N.  DaJ*-;  San  Xavler 
Agency,  Tucson,  Ariz. ;  Tongue  River  Agency,  Lame  Deer,  Mont. ;  Uintah 
and  Ouray  Agency,  Fort  Duchesne,  Utah ;  Walapai  Agency,  Valentine,  Ariz, ; 
and  the  Westwn  Navajo  Agency,  Tuba,  Arls. 
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FOEEIOH  TRADE  OFFOETUHXTXES. 

Se8crTe<1  addrfeRrs  may  be  obtnloed  from  the  Bai-«aD  and  Its  diatrlet  oflIeea>  Request 

foi'  each  opiiortunlty  should  be  on  n  separate  shcvt  and  the  Sic  nnmber  glv«D. 

Tractors,  No.  20026. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Peru  reports  that  a 
mail  In  Ills  district  desires  to  piirdmse  two  farm  tractors  of  tlie  "caterpil- 
lar" tyi)e,  burning  crude  petroleum,  kwoseue,  or  gasoline  as  fuel.  Price 
IIstR,  cQtuloffues,  and  full  Information  should  be  sent.  Correspondence  should 
be  In  Spanish  and  all  weights  and  measur«nents  should  be  stated  in  the 
metric  system. 

Bicycle  supplies.  No.  20027. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  reports  that  a 
man  In  the  Netherlands  desires  to  represent  American  manafacturers  of 
bicycle  Rupplles. 

Bailicay  material  and  cocoa-drying  macMncry,  No.  20028. — An  American  con- 
sular olHocr  in  Africo  reports  that  a  firm  In  XAa  district  desires  to  repre- 
sent American  mnnufafturoi's  of  material  for  short  railways,  both  standard 
and  narrow  gauge,  (nctuding  rails,  fishplates,  metal  sleepers,  bolts,  locomo- 
tives, and  freljiht  and  passeiifier  rars.  j'lic  lirm  Is  also  in  the  market  for  a 
raacliine  for  drying  cocoa  benna  and  desires  to  secure  the  agency  of  an 
American  manufacturer  of  tills  Icind  of  machinery.  Catalogues  and  pricti 
lists  should  be  sent.  Correspondence  may  be  In  Kugllsb,  bat  Is  preferred  tn 
Portuguese.    Reference  is  given. 

Bliocs,  No.  20029. — A  man  in  Costa  Rica  InfontLS  an  American  consular  officer 
that  he  di?sires  to  i*opresent  Araeiicon  manufacturers  of  high-grade  shoes. 
Catalogues  and  correspondence  should  I>e  In  Spanish. 

Optical  supplies.  No.  20aS0. — An  American  consular  ofllcor  In  India  reports 
that  a  ninn  In  hi»  district  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  Aniericaii 
manufacturers  of  optical  supplies. 

Automohiles,  motora,  and  novelties.  No.  20081. — A  commn^ial  agent  of  the 
Bureau  reports  that  u  man  in  tlie  Netherlands  desires  to  r^rcsent  Araa-i- 
can . manufacturers  of  low-priced  automobiles,  out-board  (detachable)  boat 
motors,  and  novelties. 

Flour,  No.  20032. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Brazil  reports  that  a  man 
in  his  district  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  flour.  Oor- 
reapondence  should  be  tn  Portuguese. 

Spring  wire  for  rotter  sJioAea  No.  20033.— A  aian  In  England  Informs  on  Amai> 
can  consular  officer  that  he  de«h*es  to  cumuiunicate  wltli  American  nmnufac- 
tnrers  of  haitl-drawn,  bright  spring  wire,  used  for  making  spiral  firings 
for  roller  sluidee.   Prices  and  full  information  should  be  sent  Reference 

Is  given. 

Bupar  mnchinery.  No.  20034. — An  American  consular  officer^  In  Fmnoe  reparts 
that  two  Anns  in  his  district  desire  to  tie' placed  In  touch  with  American 
manufacturers  of  sugar  mactiinery.  Ileferencea  are  given. 

Outlcry,  No.  20035.— A  ronimisslon  agent  In  Africa  Informs  an  American  consu- 
lar officer  tliat  he  desires  to  ivpresent  American  manufacturers  of  cutleior- 
Cntalognes,  price  lists,  and  full  infoi'mutlon  sliould  be  sent.  Reference 
is  given. 

Bon^  and  homs.  No,  20030. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Brazil  reportB 
tlint  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American  importers 
of  iKtnes  aud  horns.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English.  References  are 
given. 

Imitation  cut-glass  cruets.  No.  20037. — ^A  firm  in  Canada  Informs  an  American 
consular  ofHoer  that  it  desires  to  be  plnce<l  In  touch  with  American  mano- 
facturers  of  3-ounce  imitation  cut-^oss  cruets. 

Totf»,  Ko.  20038. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  India  reports  that  a  firm  In 
his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of  toys 
of  all  kinds.  Quotations  should  be  made  c  1.  f.  destination.  Correspond- 
ence may  be  in  Eu^Ish. 
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COAL  IN  THE  UETHEKLAITDS. 

IComtDerdil  Attach^  Rrwln  W.  Tbompson,  The  Haeue,  Jan.  IB.] 

The  Dutch  Government  has  taken  over  the  distribution  of  all  coal 
in  the  Netherlands.  The  matter  is  under  the  control  of  what  is 
known  os  *he  State  Coal  Distribution  and  Advisory  Committee. 
This  committee  takes  over  the  duties  of  the  previous  so-called  "  Coal 
Bureau."  Coal  may  be  imported  through  the  intervention  of  the 
Netherlands  (h^ersea  Trust,  but  the  importers  must  sell  it  under  the 
instructions  of  the  advisory  committee. 

It  was  deemed  necessary  to  have  some  efficient  organization  for  the 
equitable  distribution  of  coal  in  order  to  prevent  speculation  and  the 
undue  increase  of  prices  to  the  small  consumer.  The  usual  sources  of 
supply — England,  Germany,  and  Belgium — being  now  much  re- 
stricted, it  is  necessary  to  make  use  of  the  poorer  grades  of  coal  mined 
in  the  Netherlands,  and  it  is  part  of  the  duties  of  this  new  advisory 
committee  to  prorate  the  imported  coal  in  such  a  way  that  it  may 
be  mixed  to  the  best  advantage  with  the  poorer  domestic  coal. 


imiEIlABY  OF  COKHEBCIAL  ATIACH£. 

Commercial  Attach^  Julean  H.  Arnold  has  reserved  passage  on  the 
steamship  Shinyo  Maru^  sailing  from  Shanghai  March  17,  and  is 
expected  to  arrive  at  San  Francisco  about  April  14.  An  itinerary 
is  being  planned  for  him,  and  he  will  devote  the  time  intervening 
before  July  1  to  visiting  commercial  organizations  and  brnnch  offices 
throughout  the  country.  It  was  originally  intended  for  Mr.  Arnold 
to  leave  about  January  1,  but  events  of  importance  made  it  advisnble 
for  him  to  remain  in  China  later  than  he  had  planned.  It  has  tenta- 
tively been  decided  that  he  will  visit  San  Fi-anci?co,  Seattle,  and  Los 
Angeles,  proceeding  thence  to  Washington  by  way  of  New  Orleans. 

A  special  census  of  the  city  of  EI  Paso.  Tex.,  made  at  local  request 
nnd  expense,  and  taken  as  of  January  15,  1916,  shows  the  pojjula- 
tioD  on  that  date  to  have  been  61,902;  increase  since  April  15,  1910, 
57.6  per  cent.  Mexican  refugees  were  not  included  in  this  total. 
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TRAfFIO  ON  TE£  EIBS. 

(Conml  Cfaaa.  L..  BooTCr,  Pncnc,  Brtwmla,  AnsMa,  Jmm.  6.1 

A  considerable  part  of  the  exports  of  Bohemia  ib  cairied  to  the 
Beaport  by  boats  plying  on  the  Elbe  River,  and  the  extent  to  which 
this  comparatively  long  river  with  its  swift  cur^t  is  used  for  the 
canTing  of  heavy  freight  should  serve  as  an  example  for  American 
commercial  interests  which  make  but  little  use  of  tiie  system  of 
inland  waterways  in  the  United  States. 

The  total  export  over  the  Elbe  from  Bohemia  in  1915  was  about 
1,100,000  metric  tons,  a  decrease  of  about  700,000  tons  as  compared 
with  1914  and  about  1,000,000  tons  less  than  in  1913. 

Cool  an,  Important  Artlde  of  SUpmeiit 

The  shipments  of  brown  coal  in  1915  accounted  for  1,000,000  tons 
of  the  total,  so  that  other  goods  amounted  to  only  about  100,000 
tons  as  compared  with  600,000  tons  in  1913.  This  decrease  was  due 
principally  to  export  and  transit  embargoes.  In  the  first  months  of 
1915  export  permits  for  certain  articles  were  still  obtainable,  but 
they  were  later  suspended.  In  January  and  February  about  10,000 
tons  of  barley  were  loaded,  since  which  time  only  500  tons  have  been 
shipped;  2,800  tons  of  sugar  were  exported  in  January,  but  since 
that  time  all  exports  by  water  have  ceased.  The  export  of  sugar 
plays  an  important  role  in  the  Elbe  traffic  in  times  of  peace,  when 
more  than  300,00  tons  per  year  were  shipped  and  even  in  1914  190,000 
tons  were  exported  via  the  Elbe. 

Principal  Articles  Transported.  «  the  Elbe. 

The  most  important  article  making  the  freight  carried  on  the 
Elbe  in  1915,  compared  with  1914,  were  as  follows— the  quantity 
^ven  in  metric  tons: 


1915 

1914 

Articles. 

1016 

»14 

Brown  coaI..„  

Tofu. 
1,000,000 
10. £00 
4,000 

a,  000 

9,000 
2S.O0O 

Ton*. 

1,370,000 
7S.O0O 
19,000 
«,000 
13,000 

Fndt  

Toiu. 

18.000 
8,000 
2,800 

s.aoo 

S,O0D 
3,000 

Toiu. 
10,000 
3.800 
102,009 

6,000 
14.000 

Halt  

Sugw  

Petroleum  and  Its  by>iMrodacts 

ijoHT  LIST  SHOWS  smppnra  aids  oh  pacific  coast. 

The  United  States  Lighthouse  Service  has  issued  a  new  light  list 
for  the  Pacific  coast  of  this  country,  and  the  coasts  of  Alaska  and  the 
Hawaiian  and  Samoan  Islands.  The  list  includes  all  lighted  aids  to 
navigation  maintained  by  or  under  authority  of  the  service  on  those 
coasts.  For  the  convenience  of  mariners  there  are  also  included  the 
lighted  aids  to  navigation  on  the  coast  of  British  Columbia  main- 
tained by  the  British  Government.  This  publication  relates  to  light- 
houses, lighted  beacons,  light  vessels,  lighted  buoys,  and  fog  signals, 
but  not  unlighted  beacons  or  buoys.  A  copy  of  the  list  will  be  sent 
free  of  charge  to  any  shipmaster  or  pilot  on  application  to  tliue 
Division  of  Publications,  I)epartment  of  Commerce,  Washington, 
D.  C.  The  present  edition  is  ccurrected  to  January  1, 1916. 
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DEKAHD  FOK  AUERICAH  FOOTWE&B  IIT  COSTA  BICA. 

{ Ctmsul  Snmnel  T.  Lee,  Ban  3oa6,  Jan.  14.1 

Some  300,000  pairs  of  shoes  are  sold  each  year  in  Costii  Rica, 
the  greater  number  being  made  in  the  local  factories.  The  total 
value  of  slices  imported  during  1013  (the  latest  year  for  official 
statistics  are  available)  was  $20,350,  of  which  $14,000  worth  came 
from  the  United  States. 

Nearly  all  imported  shoes  are  of  the  finer  grades,  and  pay  duty 
on  gross  weight  at  the  rate  of  $1,115  United  States  currency  per 
pound.  This  amount  does  not  inchide  the  surtaxes  imposed  in 
various  Provinces.  Thus  on  shoes  destined  for  sale  in  the  Province 
of  Limon  the  duty  would  be  $1.17  per  pound.  Shoes  costing  tlie 
importer  $3.50  f.  o.  b.  New  York  miist  be  retailed  here  for  $7.50  to 
$8  United  States  currency,  according  to  size  and  weight,  in  order  to 
^ve  the  dealer  a  fair  profit.  In  spite  of  the  high  tariff  against 
imported  footwear,  there  is  an  increasing  demand  for  American 
shoes.  No  special  styles  are  required,  as  the  users  have  learned  to 
follow  American  models  closely.  Catalogues  in  Spanish  should  be 
furnished  the  dealei-s  here,  and  in  every  case  specific  information 
covering  prices,  export  discounts  and  terms,  etc.,  should  be  given. 
Xmpwtanoe  of  Proper  Faekii^. 

Nearly  all  imported  shoes  are  brought  into  Costa  Eica  by  parcels 
post,  and  when  orders  are  received  the  shipping  instructions  should 
be  strictly  carried  out.  As  a  general  rule  no  boxes,  carton,  or  heavy 
pa[>er  of  any  kind  should  be  used,  as  properly  seliected,  tough  paper  of 
light  weight  is  sufficient  protection  for  this  class  of  mercaandise. 
The  importer  objects  to  paying  the  very  high  duty  on  useless  pack- 
ing material  when  clearing  his  consignment  through  the  customs. 

Banking  facilities  are  ample  and  well  understood,  and  Port  Limon 
is  served  regularly  by  steamships  of  the  United  Fruit  Co.  sailing 
weekly  from  New  York.  Boston,  and  New  Orleans. 

(A  list  of  shoe  dealers  and  Importers  In  San  Jose  may  be  obtained  at  the 
Bureau  of  Foreiim  nnd  Domestic  Commerce  or  one  of  Ita  district  offices  bj 
ref erring  to  file  No.  71810.1 

THE  COFFEE  TEABE  IN  EUBOFE. 

[Consal  PrnnlE  W,  Mahln.  AntsterdAm,  Netherlands,  3au.  9.1 

According  to  statistics  furnished  by  Dutch  importers  of  coffee, 
the  visible  stock  on  hand  in  the  Netherlands  at  the  close  of  1915 
amounted  to  366,000  bags.  The  total  in  all  Europe  was  3,530,000 
bags.  The  total  for  the  Netherlands  and  for  all  Europe  was  some- 
vthat  less  than  at  the  end  of  1914  and  about  half  that  in  stock  at  the 
end  of  the  three  years  just  pi-eceding  the  war.  In  France,  however, 
the  stock  on  hand  has  been  practically  the  same  at  the  end  of  each 
of  the  past  five  years.  The  stock  at  Havre  before  the  war  was 
usually  about  a  third  of  the  total  stock  in  Europe,  but  at  the  end  of 
1914  and  1915  it  was  nearly  two-thirds  thereof. 

While  the  stock  on  hand  in  the  Netherlands  has  declined  50  per 
cent  since  August,  1914,  the  arrivals  and  deliveries  have  doubled, 
the  arrivals  in  1915  having  been  3,492,000  bags  and  the  deliveries 
3,424,000.  These  figures  are  about  40  per  cent  of  the  total  arrivals 
and  deliveries  in  Europe,  whereas  before  the  war  the  proportion  waf 
onljr  from  15  to  20  per  cent 
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CHAMBSSS  OF  GOHKEEGE  DT  COIOHBIA. 

Hew  Organizations  in  CaTtaeeaa,  Call.  Oncata,  and  Bnearamanra. 

At  the  request  of  bnsdness  men  in  Cartagena,  Cali,  Cucnta,  and 
Bucaramangftf  a  chamber  of  commerce  is  tooe  organized  in  ea<^  of 
these  cities,  according  to  a  recent  presidential  decree  published  in  the 
Diario  Oficial.  The  governor  of  each  of  the  respective  Departments 
will  call  a  meeting  of  not  less  than  30  of  the  principal  business  men 
of  the  community,  representing  various  branches  of  commeroe,  im- 
porting, exporting,  transportation,  stocks  and  bonds,  insurance,  com' 
mis^on,  manufacturing,  etc.,  and  these  men  will  elect  30  per  cent  of 
their  number  as  members  of  the  new  chamber  of  commerce.  A  for- 
eigner who  has  been  in  business  in  Colombia  for  not  less  than  Uiree 
years,  or  who  has  married  a  native  of  Colombia,  will  be  eligible  to 
membership  in  the  chamber,  but  not  more  than  30  per  cent  of  the 
members  may  be  foreigners.  Members  will  serve  for  tnree  years,  one- 
third  of  their  number  oeing  elected  in  January  of  each  year. 
E«(Hi;aBisati<m  of  Ohamber  of  Cmnmene  in  B(^:ota. 

Another  presidential  decree  authorizes  the  reorganization  of  the 
chamber  of  commerce  in  Bogota,  making  it  a  central  body  and 
extending  its  powers  to  permit  its  cooperation  with  chambers  of 
commerce  in  other  cities,  and  also  enablmg  it  to  act  in  an  advisory 
capacity  to  the  Government  in  the  solving  of  commercial  problems. 
As  reorganized,  the  chamber  will  be  composed  of  24  members, 
chosen  by  at  least  60  representative  business  men  of  Bogota  at  a 
meeting  called  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce,  the 
qualifications  for  membership  and  the  term  of  office  being  the  same 
as  those  specified  for  the  chambers  of  the  smaller  cities  named  above. 
The  officers  will  be  a  president  and  two  vice  presidents  elected  by 
the  members  each  year  from  their  own  number,  and  a  secretary, 
who  may  or  may  not  be  a  member  of  the  chamber  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Government  frcnn  three  candidates  recommended  oy  the 
chamber.  The  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce  or  his  rep- 
resentative may  attend  the  meetings  of  the  chamber,  and  take  part 
in  the  deliberations.  The  President  of  Colombia  and  his  cabinet 
will  be  honorary  members  of  the  Bogota  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
Important  Vnnottou  of  the  B<^ta  Chamber. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Bogota  is  authorized  to  act  as  the 
official  organ  of  all  the  commercial  interests  in  Colombia,  and,  as 
such,  to  present  to  the  National  Government  practical  methods  for 
increasing  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  to  recommend  improve- 
ments or  reforms  m  commercial  legislation,  to  make  sug^^ions 
regarding  taxes  and  tariff  rates,  and  to  promote  the  ora^nization 
of  any  service  which  would  be  of  value  to  commerce  and  industry 
in  general.  The  Government  is  to  make  use  of  the  chamber  at 
Bogota  as  a  consulting  and  administrative  body,  in  the  securing  of 
estimates  for  public  works,  and  in  supervising  construction.  The 
chamber  will  also  provide  a  commercial  court  for  the  settlement  of 
disputes  arising  between  merchants  where  the  parties  concerned 
voluntarily  submit  their  differences  to  this  court  rather  than  to  the 
tribunals  of  the  law.  This  commercial  court  shall  be  composed  of 
seven  memb^  of  the  chamber  of  commerce,  four  chos^  by  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OQUMBBOG  BKP0BT8. 


501 


other  members  and  three  appranted-  by  the  President  of  Colombia. 
In  the  smaller  cities  the  court  shall  consist  of  five  members,  three 
elected  by  the  chamber  and  two  appointed  by  the  governor  of  the 
department.  The  chamber  of  commerce  in  Bogota  will  present  an 
annual  report  of  its  work  to  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Com- 
merce one  month  before  the  convening  of  the  Colombian  Congress. 


DEMAND  ZN  EASTEBH  CAHADA  FOB  CHEAP  CLOCKS. 

[Consul  Edward  A.  Dow,  St.  Stephen,  New  Brunswick,  Jnn.  28.] 

Upon  inquiry  as  to  source  of  supply  from  a  wholesale  and  retail 
dealer  lamps,  crockery,  clocks^  etc.,  it  is  learned  that  the  best 
manufacture' come  from  the  United  States.  This  dealer  for  this 
reason  is  buying  American  lamps  and  might  extend  slightly  his 

Surchases  in  varieties,  as  few  people  even  in  the  cities  in  this  part  of 
'ew  Brunswick  confine  residence  lighting  solely  to  gas  and  elec- 
tricity. 

The  clock  selling  the  most  readily  is  one  that  has  been  coming  from 
a  continental  country,  laid  down  here,  c.  i.  f.,  with  duty  paid,  at 
about  36  cents  each,  and  retailing  for  50  cents,  this  margin  including 
both  wholesale  and  retail  dealers'  profit.  The  price  is  the  attractive 
feature,  but  the  merchant  states  the  clock  is  much  inferior  to  those 
retailing  in  the  United  States  at  a  little  less  than  $1.  It  is  sug- 
gested that  manufacturers  of  clocks  who  can  lay  down  here— just 
opposite  the  city  of  Calais,  Me. — cheap  clocks,  c.  i.  f.,  in  case  lots, 
to  meet  the  competition  above  stated,  might  correspond  with  the 
address  on  file  in  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
or  one  of  its  district  offices.    [Sefer  to  file  No.  72007.] 


A0RICT7ITUBAL  UACHINEEY  FOE  UAZATLAN. 

[Vice  Consul  A.  GordoD  Brown,  Blautlon,  Mexico,  Jon.  IT.] 

Labor  has  been  scarce  in  the  Hazatlan  district  during  the  past 
year.  A  month  ago  about  25,000  laborers  were  needed  to  harvest  the 
sugar  and  other  crops.  A  laborer  here  makes  15  to  30  cente  per  day 
United  States  currency,  at  the  present  rate  of  exchange,  and  has  to 
feed  himself. 

On  two  of  the  haciendas  gas  tractors  have  been  used  to  advantage. 
If  the  labor  problem  keeps  up,  more  of  these  macliines  will  be  intro- 
duced. On  account  of  the  condition  of  the  country,  the  caterpillar 
gas  tractor  has  been  used  to  better  advantage. 

fA  list  of  the  bacieiidns  thnt  nilftlit  be  Interrated  In  ngrlctiltni-al  machinery 
Is  on  file  fn  Burenii  of  Foretrni  and  Domestic  Ckimmerce  or  one  of  its  district 
offices.  Befer  to  file  No.  71003.] 


Assistance  by  the  Bureau's  District  Office. 

A  firm  in  St.  Louis  informs  the  district  office  of  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  at  that  city  that  it  recently  received 
three  fair-sized  orders  for  oilers  from  a  railroad  company  in  the 
West  Indies,  and  that  this  business  was  secured  through  names  and 
addresses  f  umished  by  that  office. 
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BOmXS  AHD  BOTTLOra  MAGHnrEEY  nr  TEHEZTIEU. 

[CoDMl  HoBw  Brett,  La  Gnalra,  Jan.  4.) 

Under  recent  Venezuelan  tariff  laws  soda-water  bottling  machinery 
has  been  in  the  fourth  customs  class,  paying  $10.27  per  100  pounds 
gross  weight,  but  in  that  of  June  6,  1915,  now  in  force,  it  is  not 
specifically  mentioned  and  presumably  comes  under  the  general 
provisions  for  machines.  These  are:  Machines  weighing  more  than 
1,000  kilos  (2,204.6  pounds)  net  each,  first  class,  or  $0,685  per  100 
pounds  gross;  machines  weighing  between  100  and  1,000  kilos  net 
each,  second  class,  or  $1.37  per  100  pounds  gross;  machines  weigh* 
ing  less  than  100  kilos  net  each,  second  class  plus  80  per  cent,  or 
$2.47  per  100  pounds  gross. 

Recent  importations  of  bottling  machinery  have  been:  From  the 
United  States— 1913,  $952;  1914,  $459;  Germany— 1913,  $404;  1914, 
$416;  France— 1913,  $548;  1914,  $42;  the  Netherlands— 1913,  $257; 
1914,  $296;  United  Kingdom— 1913,  $227;  1914,  $919;  Italy— 1913, 
$405;  1914,  nil;  Trinidad— 1913,  $291;  1914,  $188.  In  the  first  edx 
mcmths  of  1915  bottling  machinery  was  imported  to  the  value  of 
$593,  but  from  what  countries  is  not  ascertainable.  Probably  all 
came  from  the  United  States  or  Great  Britain. 

Xnfl^d  the  Chief  SnppUer  of  Boda  Bottlei. 

Soda-water  bottles  are  in  the  second  customs  class,  paying  duties 
equal  to  $1.37  per  100  pounds  gross  weight.  In  1913  wrmany 
supplied  bottles  for  carbonated  beverages  to  the  value  of  $103,  the 
Netherlands  $119,  Great  Britain  $9,620,  and  Trinidad  $240;  in  1914 
Germany  sent  $t54  worth,  the  Netherlands  $85  worth.  Great  Britain 
$8,362,  Trinidad  $153;  in  the  first  six  months  of  1915  Germany  did 
not  figure  in  the  import  statistics,  the  Netherlands  furnished  $402 
worth  of  soda  bottles,  the  United  Kingdom  $2,321  worth,  and  Trini- 
dad $57  worth. 

The  soda  bottle  most  largely  used  is  that  with  the  pinched  neck 
and  internal  glass-ball  stopper.  They  are  sold  by  the  glass  factory 
in  Caracas,  but  there  seems  to  be  some  doubt  as  to  whether  or  not 
they  are  manufactured  there.  Bottlers  of  mineral  waters  use  the 
metal-capped  soda  bottle  familiar  in  the  United  States. 
The  Trade  Im  Ordinary  Glass  Bottles. 

Ordinary  glass  bottles  pay  duties  of  the  second  class  plus  12^  per 
cent  or  $1.54  per  100  pounds  gross  weight.  Of  ordinaiy  glass  bottles 
the  importations  totaled  $114,783  in  1913,  the  United  States  furnish- 
ing $1,123  worth,  Great  Britain  $9,405,  Germany  $88,869,  and  the 
Netherlands  $14,811  worth.  In  1914  the  imports  were  valued  at 
$71,560,  of  which  $143  worth  was  credited  to  the  United  States, 
$8,403  to  Great  Britain,  $36,667  to  Germany,  and  $25,028  to  the 
Netherlands.  In  January-June,  1915,  the  United  States  supplied 
$4,831  worth  out  of  total  imports  amounting  to  $6,027,  and  the 
Netherlands  sent  $1,627  worth. 

Measured  by  percentage,  American  sales  have  increased  enor- 
mously, but  in  total  amount  they  are  still  trivial.  The  size  of  the  de- 
mand for  bottles  seems  to  depend  upon  the  price,  and  there  is  no 
indication  that  anyone  is  capturing  the  Gterman  trade  in  tlus  line, 
unless  it  be  the  glass  factory  located  in  Caracas.  This,  the  Fabrica 
Tacional  de  Vidrio,  appears  to  be  one  of  the  few  prosperous  manufac- 
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turin^  enterprises  in  Venezuela;  it  has  recently  ieniarged  its  plant 
and  IS  supplying  a  steadily  increasing  propoiition  of  the  demand 
for  bottles  and  oth^r  glassware.  Announcements  have  recently 
appeared  in  the  newspapers  that  all  prices  in  the  company's  cntnlogue 
were  canceled  and  that  higher  ones  would  be  publishcHl,  but  these 
have  not  yet  been  announced. 

[The  names  of  the  prIncliMiI  bottlers  nnd  importers  of  bottles  In  Carncas, 
Venezuela,  may  be  obtainetl  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
or  its  district  ofTices  by  asking  for  file  No.  71539.  Tlie  users  of  bottles  in  La 
Qunira  are  listed  Id  the  Trade  Directory  of  South  America  iasuwl  by  this 
bureau,  copies  of  which  may  be  purchased  from  the  Superlntemlent  of  Docu- 
ments, Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.  C,  or  from  the  bureau's 
branch  offices;  price  $1.] 

SEKANS  FOB  TOMATO  PASTE  IN  ITOBWAT. 

[Consul  Maurice  F.  Dunlap,  Stavanger,  Jan.  S.] 

"Why  can  not  America  put  tomato  puree  in  a  form  that  can 
be  used  as  a  fish  dressing  ^  This  question  has  been  asked  a  dozen 
times  recently  at  the  Stavanger  consulate.  As  a  result  of  items  pub- 
lished in  the  Commerce  Reports  for  October  8  and  November  26, 
reporting  the  shortage  of  tomato  pulp  here,  agents  and  canners  have 
received  offers  and  samples  from  the  United  States,  but  not  one  of  the 
samples  has  proved  usable. 

The  shortage  of  this  material  here  is  becoming  more  and  more 
emphasized  and  canners  are  continuously  on  the  lookout  for  other 
places  than  Italy  where  they  may  place  their  large  orders.  Since  the 
embargo  on  Italian  pulp  declared  by  Italy  last  lall,  firms  have  been 
trying  to  obtain  special  licenses  to  bring  out  the  product.  The  a^ent 
of  one  Italian  export  house  says  that  this  firm  has  been  trying  smce 
October  to  get  the  required  license  without  success. 

ITAsatisfaetoTy  Samples  tnm  Vnited  Btates. 

"We  could  sell  almost  any  quantity  of  the  right  kind  if  we  could 
get  it,"  said  one  agent,  "  but  rather  than  use  what  we  received  from 
America,  the  canners  would  pack  the  fish  plain." 

"  Some  of  the  samples  are  like  thin  paint,  and  some  like  crushed 
tomatoes  with  water  on  them,"  said  another.  "What  we  want  is  a 
paste." 

One  agent  has  received  300  cases  as  a  sample  order  and  has  tried 
to  market  them,  but  without  success.  They  are  described  as  "mostly 
water,"  and  have  not  created  a  good  impression. 

One  reason  why  "  double  concentrated  "  paste  is  especially  desired 
va  that  when  the  fish  are  cooked  sealed  in  the  tin  with  the  paste,  some 
water  exudes  from  them  and  dilutes  the  dressing.  This  must,  there- 
fore, be  very  thick  to  begin  with.  The  opinion  here  seems  to  be  that 
the  process  of  preparing  the  dressing  properly  should  not  be  a  diffi- 
cult one  to  take  up  in  America,  where  there  are  such  large  Supplies 
of  tomatoes  readily  available. 

In  this  connection  the  consulate  has  received  from  America  a 
request  to  furnish  details  regarding  measurements,  shape,  material, 
etc.,  of  the  5-kilo  (11-poundJ  tin  cans  that  are  ordinarily  used  for 
shipping  the  tomato  paste  n*om  Italy.  However,  the  question  of 
the  can  is  a  secondary  matter. 

[The  sample  can  referred  to  may  be  examined  at  tlie  Boreau  of  Foreign  ani' 
D^noestic  Commerce  or  one  of  Its  district  offices.  Befier  to  file  No,  71906.] 
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FOBEiGir  psEss  VIEWS  ON  SHEPCTQ  oonmoia 


Profltt  of  TnuiBportatton  Gompanlet  Sisoiifsed. 

ScarcitT  of  ships  is  not  the  only  cause  which  compels  a  South 
A&ican  n%ight  advance  at  the  present  inauspicious  moment,  for  it  is 
common  knowledge  that  the  cost  of  worldng  such  vessels  as  remain 
in  service  is  so  enormously  enhanced  that  the  shipowners  could  not 
save  the  trade  from  this  additional  tax  even  if  they  had  their  normal 
fleet  at  disposal.  It  is  useless  to  complain.  Sympathy  is  due  equally, 
to  shipowner,  shipper,  and  importer. — British  and  South  African 
Export  Gazette. 

There  is  an  impression  prevalent  that  the  steamship  compames 
have  made  enormous  profite.  This  may  in  part  be  due  to  the  ex- 
travagant rise  in  freights  that  has  taken  place  in  several  directions, 
but  it  should  be  remembered  that  these  nave  mostly  benefited  the 

smaller  and  less-known  companies.  Where  the  big  profits  have  been 
made  has  chiefly  been  in  connection  with  the  small  companies  owning 
one  or  a  few  boats,  and  also  private  owners. — ^London  Statist 

Horwegtaa-Sontlt  Atrleaa  Enterprise. 
Never  before  in  the  history  of  shipping  has  the  establisdiment  of  a 

direct  steamship  service  between  one  country  and  another  been  so 
completely  justified  as  in  the  Norwegian- South  African  enterprise. 


South  Africa  without  interruption,  in  spite  of  war  conditions.  This 
country  and  Australia  have  both  secured  supplies  of  Scandinavian 
fioods  m  almost  full  volume  under  circumstances  of  unprecedented 
difficulty. — British  and  South  African  Escort  Gazette. 

Extraordinary  ProBperlty  for  Japanese. 

The  prosperity  of  the  Japanese  shipping  trade  is  extraordinary. 
According  to  the  Japan  Chronicle,  "charter  money  has  jumped  m 
some  cases  to  17  shilling  ($4.14)  for  six  months'  contracts.  In  view 
of  the  phenomenal  activity  in  the  carrying  trade,  charter  parties 
have  been  renewed  before  due  date  this  year,  and  in  some  cases  ex- 
tensions have  been  made  as  far  ahead  as  1917.  These  contracts  are 
made  at  about  15  shillings  ($3.65)  per  ton  for  ocean-going  ships. 
On  Friday,  for  instance,  the  Osaka  Shosen  Kaisha  had  the  contract 
for  the  Inako  A/aru,  4,500  tons,  originally  chartered  at  19,0CK)  yen 
($9,462)  a  month,  renewed  at  35,000  yen  ($17,430).  Steamers  are 
bought  and  sold  at  remarkable  prices — about  three  times  as  high  as 
normal  ^gures.  All  shipowners  have  realized  enormous  profits,  and 
some  of  them  are  eager  to  take  this  opportunity  of  disposing  of  tSi 
the  rest  of  their  steamers  at  the  fabulous  prices  now  offering." — i 
London  Economist. 

Assistance  for  Canaries  from  ITnlted  States. 

The  Canary  Islands  have  suffered  severely  through  the  war.  The 
limitation  of  the  world's  shipping  operations  has  reduced  the  im- 
portant bunkering  business  to  negligible  proportions;  countries 
which  were  formerly  valuable  markets  for  the  huge  banana  crops 
can  no  longer  be  reached;  and  consetjuently  less  money  has  been 
available  for  imports.  That  the  United  States  has  come  to  the 
rescue  must,  therefore,  be  most  welcome  to  the  islanders.  A  new 
monthly  service  of  steamers  between  New  York  and  Canary  Island 
ports  is  80  successful  that  freight  has  bad  to  be  refused.  Toijs,  how- 


continue  its  trade  with 
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ever,  is  to  some  «xtent  due  io  the  fact  ^at  xiterc^aiMBne  for  the 
Canaries  has  been  waiting  for  shipnwnt  at  New  York  for  months 

past  It  would  almost  appear  that  tne  United  States  is  monopolizing 
the  heavy  goods  trade  oi  the  islands,  the  first  steamer  of  the  new  line 
bringing  no  fewer  than  10  motor  vehicles,  of  which  three  were  trucks 
for  heavy  hauling,  and  a  number  of  boilers,  stationary  engines,  etc. 
America  does  not,  of  course,  require  bananas  from  the  Canaries,  but 
Ae  new  line  does  the  islands  th.%  service  of  loading  the  irmt  and 
taking  it  on  to  Barcelona,  where  return  car^  is  in  abundance  for  the 
United  States. — ^Briti^  and  South  African  f^xport  Gazette. 


TSADE  OFEBIVeS  DT  AGAFITLCO. 

[Connil  Clement  S.  Edwards,  Dec.  30.1 

There  are  in  Acapulco  two  banks — the  Banco  Nacional,  which  is 
one  of  the  many  branches  of  one  of  the  principal  banking  institu- 
tions of  the  country,  and  the  Banco  de  Morelos,  which  is  a  branch  of 
the  bank  of  the  same  name  in  the  adjoining  State  of  Morelos.  At 
present  neither  of  these  banks  is  engaged  in  a  general  banking  busi-' 
ness,  and  beyond  the  occasional  purdiase  or  sale  of  a  bill  of  ex- 
change is  doing  little  more  than  to  await  the  general  resumption  of 
business. 

United  Btooks  of  Cloodt  on  Hand. 

In  Acapulco  the  stores  that  are  opened  and  doing  business  ar» 
carrying  only  the  lightest,  cheapest,  and  most  necessary  etoeka. 
Many  houses  that  formerly  carried  stocks  reaching  Well  up  toward 
f  million  pesos  are  still  closed  and  with  empty  shelves.  Others  are 
merely  keeping  open  doors  in  an  effort  to  hold  their  trade  until  th> 
coming  of  better  times. 

All  th^e  stores  will  have  to  be  restocked.  There  will  be  a  general 
demand  for  every  class  of  merchandise  needed  by  a  poi>ulation  of 
over  half  a  million  scattered  through  the  towns  of  this  district. 
There  is  no  rea^n  why  American  merchants  desirous  of  extend- 
ing their  market  abroad,  who  are  afforded  the  benefits  of  direct 
transportation  facilities  with  this  region,  should  not  prepare  to  take 
advantage  of  the  opportunity  which  is  offered.  Just  nt  present,  how- 
ever, the  reason  which  deters  the  local  merchant  from  ouying  large 
stocks  is  that  all  his  purchases  must  be  made  on  a  gold  basis,  whue 
his  sales  must  be  made  on  the  basis  of  the  depreciated  currency  now 
in  circulation,  with  the  slight  hope  of  being  able  later  to  reexcnange 
this  currency  back  into  gold. 

What  the  American  merchant  should  realize,  however,  is  that  this 
is  a  phase  of  the  situation  which  is  transitory.  The  fact  is  that  a 
large  territory  and  a  considerable  population,  after  years  of  economic 
disturbance,  is  about  to  be  reorganized  and  will  need  almost  every- 
thing in  the  way  of  general  merchandise — textiles,  hardware,  tools, 
implements,  furniture,  men's  and  women's  furnishings,  boots,  shoes, 
foodstufe,  drugs,  toilet  articles;  in  fact,  almost  everything.  In 
many  instances,  where  some  of  these  lines  were  formerly  imported 
from  countries  now  at  war,  the  coming  demand  will  have  to  be  sup- 
plied through  otlier  sources. 

{A.  list  of  the  ptlncipal  business  bouses  may  be  obtained  at  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  one  of  its  district  t^ces  by  referring  to  file 
SI0.TL88S.I 
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OSAKA'S  SALES  OF  TOILET  GOODS  TO  CHUTA. 

[Vice  Conaul  E.  H.  Dooman.  KoM,  Japan,  Dec.  0.1 

Until  the  Russo-Japanese  war  the  upper  and  middle  classes  ot 
China  uRcd  toilet  articles  of  European  and  American  manufacture 
exclusively,  but  at  the  close  of  that  conflict  Japanese  finns  began 
to  export  toilet  goods  to  China.  As  cheapness  was  their  chief  recom- 
mendation, the  upper  classes,  not  being  influenced  by  price,  con- 
tinued to  demand  European  and  Ameriran  products.  Now,  how- 
ever, Osaka  manufacturers  are  improving  their  methods  and  are 
studying  the  Chinese  tastes  in  tlie  endeavor  to  supply  articles  that 
will  satisfy  the  most  exacting  purchaser. 

The  chief  toilet  articles  being  exported  to  China  from  Osaka  are 
soap,  perfumes,  hair  oil,  and  tooth  powder.  Face  powder,  toilet 
water,  and  cold  cream  are  also  being  Bold,  but  in  quantities  hardly 
worth  mentioning. 

Leading  Markets  for  Japanese  Soaps. 

The  principal  localities  where  Japanere  soap  is  in  demand  are 
North  China  and  South  Manchuria.  The  standard  of  living  in 
South  China  is  higher,  and  only  relatively  good  soap  is  called  for 
there.  In  Tientsin  and  Shanghai,  where  there  has  been  a  consider- 
able market  for  Japanese  soap  hitherto,  small  factories,  managed 
by  Chinese,  are  appearing.  These,  by  turning  out  a  great  quantity 
of  cheap  goods  and  b^  imitating  those  Japanese  soaps  that  have  a 
wide  sale,  have  materially  cut  into  the  Ja|)anese  trade;-  Some  of 
these  Chinese  concerns  are  in  a  good  condition  financially. 

In  Manchuria  the  market  centers  around  Mukden,  where  a  c<m- 
siderable  quantity  of  soap  is  being  sold  at  80  to  85  cents  a  dozen. 
Sixty  per  cent  of  this  soap  is  imported  through  Dairen  and  40  per 
cent  through  Newchwang.  The  completion  of  the  Chosen  railroads 
has  tended  to  increase  Osaka's  exports  to  this  locality;  the  time  oc- 
cupied is  considerably  less  than  by  sea,  and,  while  the  freight  rates 
are  somewhat  higher,  this  is  made  up  by  the  difference  in  the  customs 
duty.*  In  Hongkong  and  Kwangtung,  the  demand  is  for  toilet  soap 
of  good  quality  and  for  laundry  soap  that  may  also  be  used  as  toilet 
soap.  For  this  market,  Osaka  turns  out  a  laundry  soap  that  is 
almost  white. 

In  1914  Osaka  exported  to  China  1,598,532  dozen  bars  of  toilet 
soap,  valued  at  $5C5,2C4;  to  ICwangtung  Province,  108,719  dozen, 
vaUie  $31,715;  to  Hongkong,  121,729  dozen,  value  $25,4G3;  to  British 
India,  79,503  dozen,  value  $1C,931;  to  the  Straits.  Settlements,  6.851 
dozen,  value  $2,102;  to  Hawaii,  1,819  dozen,  value  $837;  to  the  Dutch 
Kast  Indies,  4,981  dozen,  value  $1,081;  to  Asiatic  Russia,  4,891  dozen, 
value  $1,033 ;  to  the  Philippine  Islands,  2,400  dozen,  value  $591. 

Pomades,  Perfumes,  and  Dentrifrices, 

The  overage  price  of  the  perfumes  and  hair  oil  now  being  exported 
from  Osaka  to  China  is  four  or  five  times  higher  than  it  was  ten 
years  ago.  The  quality  has  improved  greatly,  and  the  higher  grades 
of  the  Japanese  articles  are  said  to  be  but  little  inferior  to  the  Euro- 
pean manufactures  with  which  they  compete  in  that  market.  The 

>AccordlBg  to  the  proTlKlOQB  of  the  Sloo-JiipnDcse  tBrlff  SKmnieDt  of  Jnne.  101.^  a  re- 
duction of  one-third  ot  the  Import  tnrltf  ia  made  on  all  commodlUea  passins  betweea 
Chosen  and  Uanebarla  over  the  Chosen  railways. 
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consumption  of  liair  oil  is  far  behind  that  of  perfunses,  us  the  prin- 
cipal users  are  the  Japanese  residing  in  China. 

The  best  selling  perfumes  are  put  up  in  bottles  1  or  2  inches 
in  hei^^t,  and  are  called  "Mame  Kosui."  They  sell  for  $0.20  to 
$1.75  per  dozen  bottles.  The  season  for  exportix^  is  during  March 
and  April. 

Dentrifices  put  in  paste  or  liquid  form  are  exported  for  the  use 
of  the  Japanese  residents  only.  The  principal  market  for  tooth 
powder  is  Afanchuria  and  North  and  Central  China,  very  little  going 
to  South  China.  As  with  soap,  Chinese-made  tooth  powders  are 
beginning  to  be  formidable  competitors  of  Osaka  dentrifices  in  the 
Chinese  field. 

FZAHOS  HATE  STEADY  SALE  IV  NOBTHWEST  ISSIA. 

[OoimdI  Jam«s  Oliver  Lalag,  Kanicbi.  Dec.  13.] 

There  is  a  steady  sale  of  pianos  in  the  Karachi  con^ilar  district. 
The  sales  are  not  large,  but  are  worth  attention.  The  styles  are 
usually  simple  and  the  upright  type  is  the  most  common.  There  are 
not  many  grand  pianos,  but  a  few  baby  grands  are  sold.  British 
pianos  are  extensively  used. 

Packing  for  export  to  India  must  be  strongly  and  carefully  done. 
British  makers  line  all  wooden  cases  with  tin,  owing  to  the  long  sea 
voyage  and  the  dampness  to  which  the  pianos  are  subjected  in  many 
places  here.   Merchants  may  keep  pianos  in  the  cases  in  warehouses' 
for  some  time  after  receiving  them. 

Credit  here  is  usually  30, 40,  or  60  days,  although  leading  importers 
pay  cash  against  documents,  Karachi.  It  is  advisable  to  take  bank 
rererences,  if  the  local  house  is  not  known  to  the  American  exportec* 

[A  Hst  of 'houses  In  Karachi  handUiiK  pianos  and  a  list  of  banks  may  be  oti^ 
talneil  from  the  Biireuii  of  Foreign  and  E)ome8tlc  Commerce  or  tts  dtstrlct  offices. 
Sieter  to  file  No.  71733.  The  market  for  pianos  Id  Burma  was  discussed  in 
COKUEBCK  REPoara  for  November  S,  1915.  Additional  facts  r^rdlng  the 
Imports  of  pianos  and  other  musical  Instruments  Into  India  are  given  In  the 
recent  pobUcatlon  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  "  British 
India,  tC-lth  Notes  on  Ceylon,  Afghanistan,  and  Tibet"  (Special  Consular  Re- 
ports No.  72),  which  may  be  obtnlnod  at  $1  per  copy  from  the  Sup^ntendeiit 
of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.  C,  or  from  the 
district  offices  of  the  bureau.] 


AXEKICAH  COHSULAS  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
ccmuncrcial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Nanu. 

Fort. 

Expin- 
tlonoT 
Tenoe. 

Address. 

HnDfe,  Edwin  L  

Maracslbo,  Venezoela . 
8an  LulB  Potosl, 

Uexloo. 
Brussels,  RbMhtti  , 

Feb.  17 
Feb.  li 

Har.  11 
Apr.  1 

153  Cburcb  Street,  Mobile,  Ala. 

leOS  North  Bush  Street,  Santa  Ana,CaL 

102J  Clinton  Stiwt,  Phtladelphla,  Pa. 
1978  West  SSth  Street,  Cleveland,  Oblo. 

*CoiisaI  WUbert  Zh  Baauer  will  rMt  Los  Angelta  and  Baa  Diego,  Cal.,  and  Sod 
AntoDio,  Tex.,  and  will  adTlw  tb«  Cliulib«r  of  Commerce  in  each  o£  these  dUea  of  hia 
•nlTsl  and  addms. 
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lUFOBIS  OF  PIPES  AKB  PITTINOS  INTO  SOITTH  IHIHA. 

[Consul  Luclcn  Memmlnger,  HfldrBS.1 

The  imports  of  pipes  and  fittings  (cast)  into  Madras  Presidency 
decreased  in  value  from  $673,013  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31, 

1914,  to  $73,101  for  the  year  ended  March  31,^191").  Of  the  total  for 
the  two  years  the  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  were  valued  at 
$043,256  and  $71,035,  respectively.  The  imports  of  wrought  tubes 
And  fittings,  however,  increased  'from  $107,166  for  the  year  ended 
March  31, 1914,  to  $140,851  for  the  following  jear, 

Madras,  the  principal  port  of  South  Indm,  received  the  largest 
shipments;  but  the  small  ports  of  Cochin  and  Calicut,  on  the  west 
coast,  and  Tuticorin  and  Cocanada  also  received  small  shipments, 
probably  for  immediate  use  there  or  in  near-by  towns.  The  great  de- 
crease in  the  imports  of  pipes  and  fittings  into  Madras  Presidency 
in  1914-15  as  compared  with  the  previous  year  was  due  partly  to  dis- 
location of  the  trade  as  a  result  of  the  war  and  also  to  the  fact  that 
there  were  particularly  large  imports  in  1913-14  owing  to  the  exten- 
sion and  repairs  of  the  Madras  waterworks  and  construction  of  new 
works  at  Ernakulam.  The  outbreak  of  the  war  caused  a  temporary 
halt  in  works  involving  the  use  of  pipes  and  fittings,  but  most  of  these 
projects,  being  of  an  urgent  character  with  appropriations  already 
made,  were  soon  taken  up  again,  and  in  addition  a  number  of  new 
enterprises  are  now  under  consideration  by  various  municipalities. 

Total  Imports  Into  India,  and  Sonroes. 

The  quantities  of  pipes  and  fittings  imported  into  all  seaports  of 
Biitlsh  India  (Calcutta,  Bombay,  Madras,  etc.)  in  1914-15  were 
27,021  tons  from  the  United  Kingdom,  7U4  tons  from  Germany,  107 
tons  from  Belgium,  and  11.814  tons  from  tlie  United  States.  Tlie 
total  declared  value  was  $2,078,320^  which  was  a  decrease  ni  IS  lakhs 
($4S6,G."iO)  in  value  as  compared  with  the  previous  fiscal  year.  Some 
of  tlie  Bombay  and  Calcutta  imports  possibly  reached  parts  of  South 
India  by  rail  or  by  coastwise  vessels;  but  such  shipments  would  be 
exceptional,  as  Madras  is  more  favorably  situated  for  the  distribu* 
tion  of  such  supplies  in  South  India  than  are  the  noitherly  ports. 

The  United  Kingdom  and  the  United  States  are  now  the  only 
foreign  sources  of  supply  for  pipes  and  fittings  for  this  market. 
It  would  appear  that  tlie  share  of  the  United  States  could  be  greatly 
increased  if  efforts  were  made  to  that  end,  especially  as  the  qualities 
of  American  pipes  are  already  known  locally. 

Oovcnimeat  Work&— Proposals — Municipal  Enterprises. 

The  water-supply  scheme  at  Ootacamund,  described  in  the  repoi*t 
from  this  consulate  published  in  Commeiice  Reports  for  October  19, 

1915,  will  be  constructed  under  contracts  awai-ded  hy  the  Govern- 
ment of  Mjulnis.  and  Amcricnn  manufacturers  desirmg  to  partici- 
jiate  should  address  commimicntions  relating  thereto  to  the  honor- 
able the  Secretary  to  Government,  Public  Works  Department, 
Madras,  British  India. 

Proposals  for  all  such  work  are  advertised  in  a  Government  publi- 
cation known  as  the  Fort  St.  (ieorge  Gazette,  but  generally  not  more 
than  30  days  is  allowed  for  I'eceiving  tendei*s  after  date  of  piiblica- 
tion,  BO  that  an  American  manufacturer,  unless  represented  by  a 
local  agent,  is  at  a  disadvantage  in  this  respect. 
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The  Indian  department  indicated  itbove  can  give  more  informa- 
tion  regarding  new  industrial  oiterprises  in  South  India  than  any 
other  one  or^nization,  as  many  of  the  municipal  enterprises  are 
carried  out  with  the  aid  given  bv  the  Government.  A  specimen  copy 
of  prop<^ls  recently  advertised  is  transmitted  with  this  report,  t(>- 

femer  with  a  catalogue  containing  illustrations  of  kinds  of  pipes  and 
ttings  on  sale  b^  one  of  the  leading  firms  of  Madras  and  lowing 
the  range  of  prices.  [These  may  be  consulted  at  the  Bureau  or 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.] 

WiUi  regard  to  the  municipal  enterprises  mentioned  in  the  con- 
sulate's previous  reports,  letters  addressed  in  each  case  to  the  chair- 
man  of  the  municipal  council  of  each  town  (Trichinopoly,  Bezwada, 
Madura,  Erode,  and  Cochin)  would  no  doubt  elicit  any  information 
available.   Correspondence  should  be  in  English. 

[A  list  of  engineering  firms  and  import  houses  that  may  possibly 
be  interested  in  handling  American  pipes  and  fittings  is  forwarded, 
and  may  be  had  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
or  one  of  its  district  offices.  Refer  to  file  Xo.  71734.] 

SIAirS  nCFOBTS  OF  TEBFITHEBT  AHB  SOAP. 

(Vice  Consul  Carl  C,  Hansen,  Bangkok,  Dec.  4.] 

The  value  of  imports  of  perfumery  and  cosmetics  into  Siam  for 
the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31, 1915,  decreased  considerably  from  the 
total  for  the  preceding  year,  beii^  $80,989,  compared  with  $158,695^ 
The  value  of  these  goods  credited  to  the  United  States  was  $844  in 
1915  and  $1,205  in  1914,  but  there  are  good  reasons  for  believing  that 
of  the  $16,374  worth  of  these  supplies  credited  to  the  ports  of  trans- 
shipment, Singapore  and  Hongkong,  the  greater  portion  came  from 
the  United  States.  "  * 

American  scented  talcum  powders,  tooth  pastes  and  powders,  tooth 
brushes,  and  shaving  sticks  and  brushes  are  in  good  demand  espe- 
cially, and  are  displacing  many  of  the  European  articles  of  ramilar 
kind. 

Siam*8  soap  imports  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1915, 
amounted  to  1,787,078  pounds,  valued  at  $86,262,  against  1,715,895 
pounds,  value  $110,456,  for  the  preceding  year.  The  value  of  the 
soap  supplied  from  the  United  States  increased  from  $370  in  the 
fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1914,  to  $483  in  1915,  and  the  imports 
consisted  almost  entirel;^  of  the  better  grades  of  toilet  soaps^  many  of 
which,  owing  to  judicious  advertising  by  some  of  the  mterested 
T7mted  States  firms  of  soap  makei^  are  beginning  to  find  favor  with 
the  Siamese  and  Chinese  population. 

STVBT  OF  CBIUnrOlOGT  IN  CHILE. 

A  commissioner  has  been  appointed  by  the  Minister  of  Justice  to 
make  a  study  of  crime  in  Chile  and  to  present  an  annual  report  to 
the  Government,  with  recommendation  of  measures  for  the  preven- 
tion of  crime,  for  the  reform  of  delinquents,  and  for  the  classification 
and  separation  of  prisoners.  A  laboratory  of  experimental  psychol- 
ogs  will  be  established  in  the  penitentiary  at  Santiago,  according  to 
a  clecree  in  the  Diario  Oficial,  and  the  physicians  in  attendance  at  all 
penal  institutions  will  be  required  tp  furnish  such  information  or 
oata  as  the  commissioner  may  desire  in  connection  with  his  work.' 
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FOBEIGN  TEADE  OFPOBTUKITIES. 

Reserved  nddreaneB  nay  be  obtnloed  from  tbc  Boreaa  and  Its  district  ofBccM.  Hcqnevt 
for  cacb  opiiorluaity  should  be  on  a  fiepnrate  sheet  and  the  Ale  nambep  given. 

Hardware,  enameled  icare,  and  tonla,  Ko.  20039. — A  commercial  agent  of  the 

BiiR'nu  roports  that  n  firm  in  the  Netherlands  desires  to  purcliase  for 

\i9.  own  account  hiirdwuro.  enameled  ware,  and  tools,  to  be  sold  tn  the 
Netherlands  and  tlic  East  Indies. 

Oiimmed-tape  scaling  machine,  No.  20040. — An  American  coasular  officer  In 
England  writes  that  he  desires  to  communicate  with  Amfrlcan  manu- 
facturers of  ftHnime(l-fai>e  soaling  machines,  similar  to  an  Illustration  which 
ma.v  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.  (Itefer  to  file  No. 
71780.)    Catalf^ues  should  be  sent 

Paper,  office  suppUca,  food  products,  etc..  No.  20041. — A  firm  In  Argentina  In- 
forms an  Anierlcnn  consular  oflieer  that  it  desires  to  represent  American 
manufacturers  and  exiwrters  nf  paper  of  all  Itinds;  office  supplies;  fr*?sh, 
dried,  and  preservetl  food  products  and  fruits;  barrel  sIkwIis;  Portland 
cement  and  construction  material  of  all  kinds ;  and  barbed  wire,  etc. 
Correspondence  may  be  in  Eugllsli.   References  are  given. 

Steam  boiler,  engine,  altcmntor,  Jiiotor,  etc..  No.  20042. — An  American  con- 
sular officer  ill  Spain  reports  that  a  man  in  his  district  desires  to  represent 
American  manufacturers  of  machinery,  etc.  At  present  he  has  urgent 
Gruel's  for  one  steam  boiler,  one  vertical  steam  enfflne,  one  3-phase  alter- 
nator, one  SO-hompower  3-phaae  motor,  two  comblnatloo  grinding  ami 
imlp  machines,  and  one  water-feeil  purap.  Detailed  Information  relative 
tn  tills  opportunity  may  be  liud  on  application  to  the  Bureau  or  Its  district 
offices. 

Evaporated  and  canned  fruit,  etc..  No.  20043. — A  commercial  agent  of  the 
Bureau  reports  that  a  man  In  Holland  desires  to  secure  Utt  agency  of 
American  exports  of  evaporated  and  c&nned  fruits,  as  mil  as  California 

fresh  fruits. 

RaUway  tics.  No.  20044. — ^A  special  agent  of  the  Bureau  reports  that  a  firm 
In  Colombia  is  In  the  market  for  10,000  railway  ties,  long-leaf  pine,  6  by 
8  inch  by  feet,  all  heart,  square  butted,  sound,  reasonably  straight 
grain;  al.to  10,0<X)  Southern  yellow-pine  ties,  square  €«lge(I  and  sound, 
treated  with  O-pound  creosote  oil.  Quotations  should  be  on  wharf  at 
Mobile,  Ala.,  or  New  Orleans,  La.,  the  former  being  preferred.  It  is  stated 
tliat  cash  will  be  paid  against  documents. 

Accordioii*,  No.  2004.">. — Supplementing  Foreign  Trade  Opportunity  No.  10484. 
the  American  consular  officer  In  Madagascar  has  forwanled  ar  sample  of  the 
accordions  desired.  Tlie  sample  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its 
district  offices.    (Refer  to  File  No.  09384.) 

Automobiles,  motorcycles,  lanterns,  and  supplies,  etc,.  No.  20046. — A  commercial 
agent  of  the  Bureau  reports  that  a  firm  In  the  Netherlands  desires  to  com- 
nmnicate  with  American  manufacturers  of  low-priced  automobiles,  motor- 
cycled, lanterns,  and  supplies;  also  porcelain  ware  for  exportation  to  the 
East  Indies. 

Lamps  flitd  lamp  chimneys.  No.  20047. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Africa 
reports  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues  ond  price 
lists  of  American-made  lamps  and  lamp  chimneys.  A  duplicate  set  of  cata- 
logues and  price  lists  should  be  amt  to  its  Liverpool  office.  Correspondence 
may  be  In  English. 

Sponges,  No.  20048. — A  firm  In  England  Informs  an  American  consular  officer 
timt  it  desires  to  communicate  with  American  expcH*ters  of  sponges  found 
Id  American  and  West  Indian  watera.  Reference  is  given. 

Qroceriea,  oaiuied  goods,  etc..  No.  20049. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau 
reports  that  a  Arm  in  Denmark  desires  to  get  In  touch  with  American  ex- 
iwrters  of  groceries,  cannetl  goods,  dried  fruits,  and  orange 

Mining  macMnerif  and  kaolin.  No.  20050. — An  American  consular  offlco*  in  Brazil 
reiwrts  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  price  lists, 
and  full  information  from  American  manutocturws  of  mining  niachlnei?. 
Tlie  firm  also  desires  to  be  placed  in  toudi  with  American  Importers  ct 
kaolin.  R^erences  are  given. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOMMKBOE  KEPOBTB. 


611 


Tjfpetoritertf  4O0Olen  OotJt,  wear^  appara,  etc.  No.  a00Sl.~A  firm  In  Colombia 
writes  that  It  de^tres  to  represent  Aniericnn  manufacturers  and  exporters 
ot  typewriters;  woolen  cloth  for  men's  clothing;  crockery  and  poreeiain 
ware ;  wearing  apparel,  such  as  suits,  felt  hats  and  caps,  etc. ;  dyed  cotton 
drillings;  paper  for  wrai^Ing,  writing,  and  printing;  hardware;  brass 
goods;  rabber  goods;  toys  of  all  kinds;  wool  yams;  mercerized  cotton  and 
plain  cotton  yarns ;  and  machinery  to  make  yarn. 

Drj/  good»  and  general  merchandise,  No.  20052. — commerclnl  agent  of  the 
Boreau  reports  that  a  man  In  the  United  States  desires  to  secure  agencies 
from  Am^lcan  manafacturerB  of  dry  goods  and  general  merchandise,  for 
the  purpose  of  placdng  these  commodities  on  the  markets  of  Australia. 

Mica,  ocher,  kaoUn,  ete.,  No.  20053. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Brazil 
reports  that  a  firm  In  his  dlsti'ict  desires  to  communicate  with  American 
Importers  of  mica,  ocher,  kaolin,  and  red  earth  (terra  roxa),  samples  of 
which  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  ofBcea  (Refer  to  file 
Ko.  71672.)  It  is  stated  that  the  firm  can  supply  unlimited  quantities 
ocher,  kaolin,  and  red.  earth,  and  5  tons  of  mica  par  month,  the  largest  size 
being  approximately  12  Inches  square. 

Shoe  thread.  No.  20054. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  reports  that  a  firm 
in  the  Netherlands  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  Uneh 
sboe  thread. 

PoraSin,  No.  20055. — A  firm  In  Honduras  Informs  an  American  consular  officer 
that  It  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations  with  American  manufac- 
tures of  paraffin  for  making  soap  and  candles. 

Cotton  goods,  hardware,  etc..  No.  20056. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  the 
Far  East  reports  that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues 
and  price  lists  from  American  manufacttirers  and  exporters  of  cotton 
goods,  hardware,  etc.   Correspondence  should  be  In  French. 

Oata  and  other  cereal  product».  No.  20057. — A  firm  In  Switzerland  informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  It  desires  to  represent  American  manufac- 
turers and  exporters  of  oats  and  other  cereal  products.  Samples  are  de- 
sired. Qootatlons  should  be  made  c.  i.  f.  Mars^e  or  Oette.  Befmnce  la 
glTen. 

Telephone  System  for  Antofasfosta. 

Consul  Thomas  W.  Voetter  writes  from  Antofagasta,  Chile,  under 
date  of  December  24  that  he  has  been  informed  there  will  shortly  be 
formed  a  company  for  the  construction  and  operation  of  a  telephone 
^stem  in  Antofagasta  and  the  nitrate  and  mining  re^ons.  The 
c<msul,  in  addition  to  the  address  of  the  one  to  whom  correspondence 
should  be  directed  in  connection  with  the  new  company,  sent  a  list 
of  dealers  in  telephone  supplies  in  Iquique  and  Antofagasta,  copies 
of  whidi  may  be  obtained  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  I^mestic 
Commerce  or  one  of  its  district  offices.  Befer  to  file  Ko.  71934. 


Official  HtimberB  and  ^gndl  Letters  Awarded  Ships. 

Official  numbers  and  signal  letters  during  the  week  ended  January 

2&,  1916,  were  awarded  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Navigation 
to  four  power  vessels  (one  gas  stem  wheel  and  three  gas  screw)  and 
four  barges.  Of  these  craft  four  made  New  York  their  home  port, 
and  one  each  Chattanooga,  Norfolk,  Pittsburgh,  and  Los  Angeles. 


A  trial  order  for  200  tons  of  laundiy  starch  has  been  placed  in  the 
United  States  by  Manchester  (England)  firms,  which  were  put  in 
tondi  with  &e  manufacturers  by  Consul  Boss  £.  Holaday. 
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TASUAIOA'S  TEADE  EZCHANOE  ANB  SHIPFIKa  HAHDICAPS. 

[Consul  W.  A.  Bickers,  Hobart,  Dee.  31.] 

The  sale  of  American  goods  in  Tasmania  is  under  heavy  handicaps 
from  the  status  of  the  exchange  market  and  from  the  uncertainty 
of  shipments. 

It  is  generally  agreed  that  American  exporters  are  fairly  prompt 
in  filling  orders,  but  the  delay  is  due  to  the  lack  of  shipping  facilities. 

Many  of  the  manufactured  goods  imported  into  this  country  from 
the  United  States  were  shipped  from  New  York  via  London  or 
Liverpool,  but  this  route,  on  account  of  the  congestion  at  English 
ports,  is  unsatisfactory  at  ijresent,  and  goods  must  be  shipped  via 
Snn  Francisco  or  wait  until  cargo  space  is  available  in  steamers 
direct  from  New  York  to  Australian  ports.  On  account  of  the  heavy 
railway  freights  from  manufacturing  centers  in  the  eastern  section 
of  the  United  States  to  San  Francisco,  only  valuable  goods  in  pro- 
portion to  bulk  can  carry  the  burden  of  the  railway  charges;  and  in 
direct  shipments  from  New  York  to  Australia  the  service  seems  to 
be  far  from  equal  to  the  demands  upon  it.  - 

Goods  Ordered  Eiglit  Koathi  Before  Seen  ob  Wtaarvef. 

One  of  the  leading  hardware  merchants  of  Hobart,  who  recently 
returned  from  a  trip  to  the  United  States  and  England,  said  that 
while  in  New  York  he  saw  on  the  wharves,  awaiting  shipment,  goods 
'which  he  had  ordered  ei^ht  months  before,  and  that  his  agents  told 
him  it  would  be  impossible  to  give  him  any  idea  just  when  cargo 
space  would  be  available  for  these  goods.  From  the  United  States 
this,  merchant  went  to  England  and  there  found  entirely  different 
conditions,  for  there  was  no  trouble  in  obtaining  prompt  ^ipments 
for  such  goods  as  manufacturers  were  able  to  fumisn.  Very  few 
manufacturers  in  his  line,  however,  were  in  a  position  to  accept 
orders  at  that  time. 

Outside  of  the  lines  that  the  United  States  has  always  furnished 
this  country,  therefore,  it  is  evident  that  only  such  goods  as  can  not 
be  obtained  in  the  United  Kingdom  will  be  ordered  from  the  United 
States.  This  situation  would  be  relieved  to  a  material  extent  if  there 
were  a  regular  freight  service,  with  ample  cargo  space,  between  New 
York  and  Sydney  and  Melbourne.  E^en  this  would  not  remove  all 
the  delays,  as  goods,  after  reaching  Melbourne  and  Sydney,  are  often 
held  there  several  months  for  lack  of  cargo  space  in  the  ships  in 
interstate  trade.  This  could  be  remedied  by  making  Hobart  a  port 
of  call  for  ships  from  New  York.  The  volume  of  goods  coming  here 
from  New  York  would  justify  this  end,  and  if  local  buyers  were  in- 
formed that  there  would  be  a  regular  freight  service  from  New  York 
direct  to  this  port  once  in  two  months,  there  would  certainly  be  a 
decided  increase  in  orders. 

[An  article  from  the  New  York  district  ofUce  of  tlie  Biirenu  of  Foreign  nml 
Domestic  Commerce,  published  In  Co>rMKRrE  IIepouts  for  Jan.  21,  1916,  stated 
tliat  efforts  were  being  uude  to  incren^  the  tonnage  for  Australian  ports.] 


The  exports  of  lace  goods  to  the  United  States  from  tlie  Calais, 
France,  consular  district  were  valued  at  $3,481,843  compared  with 
$3,685,840  worth  for  1914. 

WASHtSGTOX  :  COTEBKUBXT  PRIXTIKO  OIVICS :  IM 


Digitized  by 


Google 


r.'^kMERCE  REPORTS 

DAILT  CONSULAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 
ISSUED  DAD^T  BT  THE  BUREAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  COMMERCE 
DEPARTMENT  OP  COMMERCE 
For  mIc  br  tbe  Supcrintmdnt  ti  Doc— mi,  Wttliinctoa,  D.  C,  at  flM  per  year 

No.  31        Washington,  D.  C,  Monday,  February  7  19*6 

CONTENTS. 

BiwaiuirablMrBrleM  «3    AnMrieanconstdarolDeetsflalaaTCof  sbsMies.  521 


Tfat  mBiM  fa  Aanrto  513     Fmxdi  Uuc  T«tttnis   SSI 

AawrtoupuralWBasofaBinphor  aadUa.  513    Tmto  siKnasticn^  from  nortbinrt  lodto  533 

Sounoi'SMMsof  vuKntsfloODtrlaseoniparod..  514     PortiwueM  shtpbaiMIng   633 

Pnligd  8tal«iiiiMn-laaiKhylttdgMfysn>wlai  513    ABwnoan  book  takes  op  UnigaaTUi  loan  I2S 

Meriier  of  ChOean  bmrlnR  Intwwia  615     Denuuid  fcr  potiab  623 

Snick  poblieaUon  of  eansoiar  reports            615  BrhJsli  and  dflmnn  trade  methods  fn  China. .  534 

railllaa  eoflee  tttoation                             6W  Bnlpbor.  laetals.  aod  fnlght  tat«<  Id  the  Orleitt  iM 

Italy's  trade  bi  mmtarooms                          517  ApproprlatlaoB  tor  road  MmstroBtloo  fa  Orn- 

TbaDttlflh  borrtn*  Oshery  617       icuay   520 

Brrian  ollv*-ofl  prion   517     Foreign  trade  opporttmltto  537 

Xaports  from  8(.  Oall  to  the  united  States.. .  518  ViaptMBia  ftw  Govemmeot  soppltts  and  oea- 

MorwaiEian  chumr  to  manulactare  tfa  plata..  51S       itniotlon  528 

VonaxnelanfaipartsofalaobollB  b»t«ras«....  519  - 

TpTtATTTTAW  EXJBBEH  PRICES. 

The  American  consul  general  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  reports 
nnder  date  of  December  31,  1915,  that  the  price  of  Para  rubber  has 
risen  steadily  from  4.3  milreis  per  kilo,  in  the  middle  of  November, 
1915,  to  6  milreis  per  kilo  on  the  date  of  writinjg.  ■  As  a  result, 
general  prosperity  exists  throughout  the  Amazon  Valley. 


TIK  UmES  IN  AUSTRIA. 

[Tfee  Conntl  R.  W.  Helniartner,  Vienna,  Jan.  10.] 

An  Imperial  decree  of  last  year  recommends  resuming  work  at 
the  numerous  ore  mines  in  Austria.  Many  of  the  mines  had  sus- 
pended work  because  of  small  profits;  some  had  never  been  exploited, 
since  in  normal  times  copper,  zinc,  and  lead  are  imported  in  large 
quantities  into  Austria,  copper  in  particular  being  supplied  in  better 
quality  and  more  cheaply  from  abroad.  Tin  was  scarcely  mined  in 
Austria,  at  the  most  only  1  per  cent  of  the  annual  consumption  of 
8,000  to  4,000  tons.  Tms  metal,  however,  is  found  in  Austria  in 
considerable  quantities.  Austria  possesses  tin  deposits  under  favor- 
able geographical  conditions,  and  experts  have  declared  these  to  be 
lar^.  According  to  reliable  estimates  the  three  principal  mines 
in  Bohemia  can  supply  annually  about  2,500  metric  tons  for  some 
years,  or  about  three-fourths  of  the  country's  needs. 


American  Purchases  of  Camphor  and  Tea. 

There  were  3,829,398  pounds  of  camphor,  valued  at  $1,123,630, 
invoiced  at  the  Amencan  consulate  at  Taihoku,  Taiwan,  for  the 
United  States  during  1916,  compared  with  3,49C,9G9  pounds,  valued 
at  $1,048,418,  for  1914.  Oolone  tea  amounting  to  18,234,279  pounds, 
valued  at  $3,680^24,  compared  with  15,398,060  pounds,  valued  at 
$2,312,400,  for  1914,  was  also  invoiced  for  the  United  States. 
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SKUmrS  ACTS  of  TABIOITS  CaUHIXIES  COUFASED. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  German  regulations  is  the  requirement 
laws  in  Great  Britain,  France^  Germany,  Norway,  and  Japan,  is 
made  in  a  report  issued  to-day  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domes- 
tic Commerce.  This  is  the  first  attempt  that  has  been  made  in  this 
country  to  corer  the  subject  The  principal  provisions  of  the  several 
maritime  laws  are  set  forth  in  such  a  manner  by  Special  Agent 
Grosvenor  M.  Jones,  the  author,  that  differences  betwe^i  the  provi- 
sions in  these  nations,  on  the  20  or  more  subjects  covered,  may  be 
easily  obscrred. 

Considerable  attention  is  given  to  strictness  and  detail  of  vessel  in- 
spection in  the  selected  countries.  The  testing  of  boilers  is  of  par- 
ticular interest. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  German  regulations  is  the  requirement 
of  a  rigid  physical  examination  of  all  sailors  on  Gwman  vessels. 
This  ru^  has  long  been  in  force,  and  the  examination  seems  to  be  even 
more  severe  than  that  required  by  the  new  seamen's  act.  Norwegian 
sailors  are  also  required  to  pass  a  searching  physical  examination, 
but  seemingly  nothing  of  this  sort  is  asked  of  sailors  on  British, 
French,  and  Japanese  ships. 

A  much  talked-of  feature  of  the  seamen's  act  has  b^n  the  lan- 

Siaj^e-test  requirement  The  British  have  a  similar  test  in  th^ 
ritish  Merchant  Shipping  Act  of  1906,  which  provides  that  no  sea- 
men shall  be  employed  upon  an;^  British  ship  at  any  port  in  the 
United  Kingdom  or  on  the  Continent  between  the  River  Elbe  and 
Brest,  unless  he  possesses  "a  sufiicient  knowledge  of  the  English 
language  to  understand  the  necessary  orders."  This  law,  however, 
does  not  apply  "  to  any  British  subject,  inhabitant  of  a  British  pro- 
tectorate, or  to  any  lascar." 

ProTlilMB  BeffarAlng  Nationality  of  Seamen. 

American  shipowners,  with  the  exception  of  those  operating  shipt 
under  the  ocean  mail  act  of  1891,  are  not  restricted  in  the  employment 
of  their  crews  by  any  requirement  as  to  the  nationality  oi  seamen. 
British,  German,  and  Japanese  shipowiiera  are  likewise  unrestricted, 
but  British  ships  receiving  mail  or  Admiralty  subventions  must  be 
manned  to  a  large  degree  b^  British  sailors,  while  subsidized  Jap- 
anese ships  may  employ  foreign  sailors  only  with  the  consent  of  the 
Government  French  ships  must  in  general  have  at  least  75  per  cent 
of  the  crews  French  citizens,  while  the  proportion  of  foreigners  that 
mav  be  employed  on  Norwegian  ships  is  definitely  fixed  by  statute 
and  varies  from  one-third  to  one-half. 

Our  laws  require  that  American  ships  be  officered  by  American 
citizens.  It  is  found  that  the  laws  of  Japan  provide  that  no  for- 
eigner may  be  employed  as  an  officer  on  a  vessel  of  a  subsidized  com- 
pany without  Government  approval.  Norway  and  Germany  do  not 
expressly  prohibit  the  employment  of  foreign  citizens,  but  the  fact 
that  applicants  for  licenses  as  officers  are  reouired  to  pass  examina- 
tions  in  Norwegian  and  German,  respectively,  practically  excludes 
persons  of  other  nationalities. 

A  further  study  of  the  principal  features  of  the  different  naviga- 
tion laws  E^ows  that  the  United  States  is  the  only  one  of  the  selected 
countries  to  require  the  employment  of  a  certain  fixed  proportion  of 
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able  seamen  in  the  deck  department  of  vessels  operated  under  the 
national  flag. 

One  chapter  in  the  report  is  devoted  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
different  countries  enforce  their  navigation  laws.  The  report  is 
desi^iated  "Navigation  laws,"  Special  Agents'  Series  No.  114,  and 
18  s^d  at  the  nominal  price  of  20  cents  dv  the  Superintendent  of 
Documents,  Government  Printing  Office,  Washin^n,  and  by  the 
district  offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 


tnnTED  STATES  STEAM-LAVHSBY  DTSUSTSY  OBOWIHO. 

A  large  growth  for  the  steam-laundry  business  in  the  United 
States  is  shown  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  tlie  Census  in  its  com-' 
parieon  of  the  figures  for  1914,  just  completed,  with  those  for  1909, 
theycar  in  which  they  were  first  collected. 

The  general  sumznary  for  X909  and  1914  shows  the  number  of 
laundries  in  the  United  States  to  have  increased  from  5.186  to  6.097 
during  the  five-year  period,  the  increase  being  911,  or  17.6  per  cent- 
The  several  branches  of  the  industrv  show  substantial  gains.  In  per- 
rcmtafi^es  these  are:  Materials,  52.1;  capital,  42.2;  horsepower,  41.6; 
aTTiniint  received  for  work  done,  36.1 ;  services,  35.4 ;  salaried  em- 
ployees, 31.5;  wage  earners,  19.3;  proprietors  and  firm  members,  15.1. 

Thft  canital  invested,  as  reported  in  1914,  was  $98,055,001,  a  gain  o^ 
SS9.119.775  over  $68,935,226  in  1909.  The  average  capital  per  estab- 
lishment was  approximately  $16,100  in  1914  and  $13,300  in  1909. 
The  cost  of  materials  used  in  1914  was  $26,019,200,  as  against 
$17,698,360  in  1909,  the  increase  being  $9,222,840. 

HEEGEB  OF  CHUEAN  BREWING  ZITTEBESTS. 

tCoDsal  General  L.  J.  Keena,  Valparaiso.  Jan.  11.] 

The  consolidation  into  one  company  of  the  following  brewing 
companies  in  Chile  was  announced  at  the  end  of  1915:  Cervecerias 
Unidas;  Cerveceria  Valdivia;  Sociedad  Fabrica  de  CerveKa,  Andres 
Ebner;  and  Compania  Cervecera  "La  Calera."  These  comprise  all 
the  more  important  brewing  interests  in  tlie  Republic. 

The  name  of  the  new  company  will  be  "CompaMa  Cervecerias 
Unidas";  address,  calle  Blanco,  Valparaiso.  The  company  as  now 
constituted  has  a  capital  of  11,000,000  pesos  (at  present  exchange 
equal  to  about  $1,830,000  United  States  currency),  which,  with  accu- 
mulated reserve  funds,  unpaid  dividends,  etc.,  on  hand,  will  give  the 
consolidated  company  assets  of  $17,887,428  paper  currency  (about 
$2,981,000  United  States  currency). 

QUICK  FTJBUCATIOH  OF  COHSULAB  BEPOBTS. 

[Consul  Frank  W.  Haliln,  Amsterdam,  Netherlands,  Jan.  3.] 

One  often  hears  and  reads,  in  foreign  countries,  commendation  of 
the  promptness  with  which  American  consular  reports  are  published. 
A  sample  of  this  appears  in  an  Amsterdam  trade  periodical,  dated 
December  28, 1915,  as  follows : 

Frequently  the  remark  la  made  that  comnilflr  reports,  to  be  of  any  use,  should 
he  publtBhed  quickly.  A  record  or  this  kind  lias  certainly  been  mafle  by  the 
Conftnlar  Department  in  Washin^on.  Through  that  Bureau,  coasnlar  and 
trade  r^rts  are  irablisbed  as  quickly  as  IQ  hours  after  being  received. 
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BKAZnJAn  COFFEE  BITirAIIOK 

fCommerelal  AttachA  Lincoln  HntehlnMn,  Bio  de  Jnnelz*.  Ju.  XI.] 

There  app^red  in  the  January  5th  issue  of  the  Jomal  do  Com- 
mercio  an  article  by  J.  P.  Wileman,  well  known  as  a  writer  on  eco- 
nomic subjects,  in  which  the  Brazilian  coffee  situation,  particularly  as 
to  its  effect  on  Brazilian  exchange,  is  reviewed  with  much  detaiL 
Mr.  Wileman  begins  his  discussion  by  presenting  the  following  com- 
parative table  of  exports,  the  figures  representing  bags  of  60  kilos  or 
132.38  pounds. 


B«lanc«to 

Tnxa  July  1 

Total  tor 

b»«xportM. 

Bmoant  to  tM 

Bxportodb^ 

to  D«0.  S, 

crop  yoBT 

Deo.  23  mh. 

«xport«d  (n 

U15. 

in4-i9. 

to  JumS), 

nOOOd  MDM^ 

tarof  vop 

Bvg*. 
6.770,000 

^^iooo 

Bam. 

3.  m.oeit 

i.m.(m 

4^9.000 

Z77.0CO 

730.000 

4*3.000 

3''0.nao 

Boat  of  EmMNid  IbdltemnaanomnitiiM... 

1,706.000 

1,397.000 

1,502.000 

1,400.000 

m.ow 

3».000 

1F9.000 

u«,ro 

130.000 

200,000 

72.000 

73.000 

130.000 

239.000 

110.000 

130.000 

U,38S,«« 

i,ias,ooo 

Commenting  on  these  figures  Mr.  Wileman  says: 

The  Tislbie  stock  In  the  United  States  exceeds  406,000  sacks  that  of  last 
year  at  the  corresponding  date.  There  doea  not  appear,  therefore,  any  reftaoa 
to  expect  that  exports  for  this  destination  daring  the  second  half  of  the  crop 
year  vrlll  exceed  the  quantity  indicated  in  the  third  column  L  e.,  the  amount 
that  will  raise  the  total  exports  to  that  country  to  the  same  BKure  as  for 
1914-15,  which  figure  Itself  was  considerably  bl^her  than  the  aya-age  for  the 
preceding  three  years.  Bat  In  order  to  be  on  the  safe  slile,  I  have  raised  the 
estimate  for  the  half  year  to  2,120,000.  which  will  make  the  total  tor  the  year 
5,800.000  baffs. 

Scandinavia  up  to  December  23  had  already  received  418.000  sacks  more  than 
the  corresponding  share  of  the  total  figures  for  1014-ir>,  nnti,  to  judge  from  the 
parnlyzatlon  of  the  coffee  buainesa  with  those  countries,  it  will  be  only  with 
difficulty  that  they  can  receive  the  400.000  sacks  indicated  In  the  fourth  colnma 
The  quantity  exportable  to  Holland  was  fixed  (some  time  rince)  at  00,000  aacki 
per  month,  a  figure  which  can  not  be  exceeded. 

I  have  reduced  the  eigiwrtatlon  for  the  coming  semester  to  the  rest  of  Bnnqie 
and  the  Mediterranean  from  1,^,000  to  1,400,000  sacks,  and  have  left  unaltered 
the  quantities  for  exportation  to  the  River  Plate,  the  Gape,  and  Brazilian  coast- 
wise ports.  This  gives  a  maximum  total  of  4,680,000  sacks  exportable  durlnf 
the  semester  January-July,  1010. 

Stoek  OB  Hand— Suggested  Solution. 

If  the  efitlmatc  of  the  exports  In  the  second  semester  of  this  season  Is  correct, 

the  "stock"  on  the  30th  of  June  will  be: 

Stock  on  July  1,  1915.  and  the  entries  at  Santos  and  Bio  for  the  Bags. 

present  crop  yeiir  testimutcil)   15,400,000 

Entries  up  to  December  31,  1915   10, 580. 000 


Balance  to  be  entered. 
Stock,  December  23,  10ir»  


  4.870.000 

 2.673,000 


To  be  disposed  oC  

Exports  for  second  semester  of  present  crop  year. 


7,543.000 
4,680,000 


Stock,  July  1, 1916. 


2,663,000 
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It  wm  be  dlfitealt  fbr  the  markets  of  Rio  and  Santos  to  handle  for  any  long 
period  a  Bb>ck  of  nearly  8,000,000  sacks,  subject,  as  It  will  be,  to  augmentation, 
If  there  should  be  obstacles  to  the  placing  of  the  coming  harvest. 

Hr.  WUeman  is  of  the  opinion  that  market  conditions  are  snch  as 
to  render  Government  intervention  inevitable,  and  as  a  means  of 
relieving  the  crisis  he  suggests  that  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo  make  use 
of  the  150,000,000  milreie  {$37,500,000)  already  voted  by  the  Federal 
Con^fress  to  purchase  coffee,  which  is  to  serve  as  a  basis  of  foreign 
credit  operations  in  lieu  of  the  more  customary  stocks  and  bonds.  He 
urges  the  purchase  of  3,000,000  to  4,000,000  sacks  of  coffee  to  serve 
as  collateral  for  a  credit  of  £6,000,000  to  £6,000,000  ($24,332,000  to 
$29,199,000)  in  London,  thus  giving  stability  to  exchange,  which  a( 
present  is  diowing  a  downward  tendency. 

mXTS  TRADE  m  MirSHBOOMS. 

tConeal  Frederick  T.  P.  Diunont,  Florence.  Jim.  12.1 

In  1914,  according  to  Government  statistics,  Italy  expoitcd  $327,000 
worth  of  mudirooDis,  the  quantity  shipped  being  about  251  long  tons, 
«8  compand  with  296  tone  in  1910,  432  tons  in  1911,  468  tons  in  1912, 
and  359  tons  in  1913.  The  United  States  t<  ok  39  tons ;  Argentina, 
1G8  tons;  Uruguay,  IG  tons;  while  the  remainder  went  principally  to 
other  South  American  countries. 

Mushrooms  are  not  cultivated  in  this  consular  district,  nor,  as  far 
as  can  be  learned,  in  any  other  part  of  Italy.  The  gi*eater  part  of 
the  supply  in  this  district  comes  from  the  mountainous  re^tons  of 
Pistoin  and  the  Casentino,  where  they  grow  wild  in  considerable 
quantities.  They  are  broufjht  bv  the  peasants  into  the  large  towns, 
where  they  arc  sold  at  retail  at  $0.26  to  $0.60  a  pound.  Those  gath- 
ered in  Piedmont  and  Liguria  are  said  to  be  of  better  quality  than 
the  Tuscan,  selling  at  $0.70  to  $1.35  a  pound.  It  is  said  that  they  are 
dried  and  shipped  abroad  in  sacks  and  bags.  The  export  of  mush- 
rooms from  the  Florence  district  is  small.  Those  shipped  ai"e  packed 
in  cans. 

THE  STTTCH  HEBBINCl  FISHERY. 

[Cotmal  Frank  W.  Ualiin,  Amrterdain,  Jsn.  4.] 

St»»tistics  published  by  an  Amsterdam  newspaper  indicate  that 
the  Dutch  herring  industry  has  not  been  prosperous  in  the  past  two 
years,  in  comparison  vith  previous  periods.  The  total  catch  of 
herring  is  stated  at  589.383  tons  in  1915,  compared  with  497.16G 
tons  in  1914;  766.711  tons  in  1913;  524,673  tons  in  1912;  and  638.587 
t<ms  in  1911.  However,  prices  have  increased  so  mnch  since  the 
war  be^n  as  to  offset  entirely  the  reduction  in  the  catch,  so  far  as 
profit  is  c(mcemed. 

Syrian  Olive-Oil  Prices. 

Advices  received  from  Consul  General  Stanley  W.  Hollis  since 
the  publication  of  his  report  on  the  Syrian  olive-oil  situation  in 
Commerce  Eepobts  for  November  12,  1915,  indicate  no  change  for 
the  better.  A  lack  of  rain  spoiled  some  of  the  olives  that  escaped 
the  locusts,  so  that  the  crop  was  shorter  even  than  at  first  antici- 
pated. November  prices  for  oil  in  Beirut  were  15  piasters  per  oke 
(18.8  cents  per  pound)  for  first  quality  and  14  piasters  (17.5  cents  per 
pound)  for  second  quality. 
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EZP0B3S  EaOM  ST.  6AIX  T&  THE  IFBITED  STATES. 

[Consul  Georse  Nfcolaa  IlFt,  St.  Oall,  Swltxerlaad.  Jan.  S.] 

The  total  declared  value  of  the  exports  from  the  St  Gall  consular 
district  to  the  United  States  during  1915  was  $8,394,699,  as  com- 
pared with  $9,092,273  for  1914,  and  to  the  Philippine  Islands, 
$101,833,  as  compared  with  $69,597. 

With  the  exception  of  cheese,  $46,572,  machines  and  parts  thereof, 
$140,445,  and  miscellaneous  articles  (including  books,  wines,  hides, 
watches,  antiquities,  etc.),  $175,596,  the  exports  from  St.  Gall  to  the 
United  States  are  entirely  various  kinds  oi  onbroideries  and  kindred 
articles.  The  three  first-meiitioned  items  diow  a  decrease  as  com- 
pared with  1914  of  $261,497  and  thus  account  for  nearly  40  per  cent 
of  the  total  decrease.  The  decrease  in  embroidery  exports  was  thus 
less  than  4  per  cent,  the  lowest  per  cent  of  decrease  since  1910. 

Laiye  laereaie  la  Bhlpmeati  to  Oreat  Brltala  aai  PoweMtOBS. 

The  year  1915  was  a  trying  one  for  the  St.  Gall  industry  on  acc<Hint 
of  the  disturbed  conditions  of  the  business  world,  but  not  for  lack 
of  demand  for  its  products.  While  the  American  purchases  were 
about  30  per  cent  below  normal  figures,  the  exports  to  Great  Britain 
and  its  colonies  —  Canada,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Soutii 
Africa — increased  enormously  over  prerious  years.  Neither  did  the 
French  and  German  purchases  entirely  cease.  The  disappearance 
of  Plauen  as  a  competitor,  the  idle  looms  in  Bohemia  and  the  Vorarl- 
berg,  and  the  occupation  of  St.  Quintin  by  armed  forces  contributed 
materially  to  this  result. 
Xzportf  to  United  States. 

Some  of  the  principal  exports  and  their  values  invmced  at  tiie 
St.  Gall  consulate  for  the  United  States  during  the  past  two  years 
follows : 


ArtldM. 

lOH 

19U 

Artldas. 

1914 

UU 

Artlflotal  sQk  embroldtrlee.... 

»74.550 
115, 103 

7W,7M 
*,  866, 098 

•16,  m 

1113,780 
U2,m 

«0.741 
4.110,241 
1,2.7,315 

468,  DM 
MA,  .'SI 
671,81S 

m,e73 

568,915 

333,  IS 

311, sas 

446,  M» 

110,4a 
Gn,flu 

Cotton  smbroldory: 

Figured  and  dottod  Swtseet. . 

NORVEOIAIf  GAinniBS  TO  UAlTtrFACTirKE  TIN  FIATE. 

[Conml  General  L.  Uftldeman  DennlsoD,  ClirlaUutIa,  Jan.  IS.] 

The  fish  cannei's  of  Stavanger,  who  have  been  trying  to  become 
independent  of  foreign  countries  for  their  supply  of  tin  plate,  have 
been  successful  in  their  attempts  to  secure  sufficient  capital  for  the 
erection  of  a  rolling  mill  in  their  city. 

As  more  than  30,000  tons  of  tin  plate  are  used  annually  in  the 
Stavanger  district  alone,  the  plans  for  the  new  mill  will  provide  for 
a  yearly  production  of  at  least  30,000  tons.  This  enterprise  will  cost 
more  than  $1,000,000  and  will  employ  400  to  600  men.  The  electric 
macliinery  to  be  installed  will  produce  1,600  horsepower,  but  the 
maximum  production  will  probably  not  be  reached  for  three  or  four 
years.  No  attempt  will  be  made  to  begin  construction  until  after 
the  dose  of  the  Bfuropeau  war,  because  of  the  difficulty  in  obtaining 
the  raw  material. 
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TENEZITEL&H  DCPOBTS  OF  ALCOHOLIC  BEYEBA6ES. 

[Coual  Homer  Brett,  Lb  Gnalm,  Dec.  20-1 

Vffliezuela^s  vine  imports  hare  been  decreasing  since  1913  but  are 
cUll  important.  Spain  supplies  one-half  the  total  and  the  United 
States  less  than  any  other  exporting  country.  The  following  table 
of  imports  is  believed  to  be  fairly  correct. 


Inverted  rnnt— 

1913 

1914 

Jaoaarv- 

Jiuu,  im. 

31. 1^ 
23,A13 
03,297 

33. 

IB  2  6 

11.459 

M,3;3 
U,Ut6 
8, 174 
25,8-i7 
47.877 
129.301 

31.013 
S.<I30 
U,«W 

2^  RAJ 
62.2-'3 
34.327 

373,768 

393, aou 

1M,M1 

7ossit)le  Korfeet  for  Callfornls  Wines. 

There  was  probably  some  overimportation  in  1913,  but  since  then 
imports  have  fallen  below  normal.  In  an  ordinary  year  Venezuela 
can  be  depended  upon  to  purchase  about  $300,000  worth  of  foreign 
vines,  of  which  approximately  four-fifths  will  be  cheap  red  wine 
in  barrels  or  kegs. 

Various  American  travelers  have  informed  this  consulate  that 
California  wine  has  found  a  good  market  in  Central  America;  if 
such  is  the  case  there  is  every  probability  that  it  could  also  do  so 
here,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  correspondence  alone  would  effect  its  in- 
troducticn.  The  Spanish  expoit  houses  have  resident  agents;  their 
salesmen  frequently  visit  this  country;  and  their  competition  can 
Le  met  only  by  offering  lower  prices,  more  prompt  deliveries,  or 
more  UVeral  credits.  In  freight  rates,  frequency  ot  steamship  serv- 
ice, and  banking  facilities  American  exportei-s  have  advantages  over 
all  others  in  this  market.  Some  dealers  state  that  California  wine 
does  not  keep  in  this  climate,  and  say  that  wine  ^ould  have  as  nearly 
as  possible  14  per  cent  of  alcohol. 

Import  duties  of  the  third  class,  equal  to  $3.42  per  100  pounds, 
gross  weight,  are  collected  on  red  wines  containing  not  more  than 
14  per  cent  of  alcohol  and  on  white  wine  in  tiarrels  or  kegs  contain- 
ing not  more  than  18  per  cent  alcohol.  White  wine  in  bottles 
containing  more  than  18  per  cent  alcohol,  champagne,  and  other 
sparkling  wines  are  in  the  fourth  class,  paying  $10.27  per  100  pounds, 
gross;  and  wines  containing  more  than  the  assigned  percentages  of 
alcohol  pay  this  rate  plus  20  per  cent,  or  $12.32  per  100  pouncG. 

Britlih  Whisky  is  Most  in  Favor. 

The  whisky  used  is  almost  entirely  of  British  origin  and  the  ad- 
vertisements of  various  Scotch  brands  are  encountered  everywhere. 
Importers  say  that  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  introduce  a  new 
brand  and  that  the  public,  being  accustomed  to  the  British  article, 
does  not  like  Bourbon  whisky  at  all.  Consumption  is  not  large  but 
figures  are  unobtainable  as,  in  the  statistics,  whisky,  brandy,  gin- 
etc.,  are  all  combined  under  the  head  of  "Alcoholic  beverages." 
F^robably  more  than  half  the  total  importation  is  brandy,  which  is 
a  much  more  popuhu*  drink  among  Venezuelans  than  is  whia^.  It 
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would  be  approxiniately  correct  to  s&y  that  of  the  imports  in  the  fol- 
lowing table  Great  Britain  supplied  whist^,  France  brandy  and 
vermuth,  and  the  Netherlands  gin. 


Zmportad  tram— 

UU 

Janoarr- 
lam,  Iflft. 

43,;so 

11.0S3 
U.UC 

9,  ml 

58.333 
3.3M 

t,m 

Orwt  fVritatn  

U1.US 

8S.M> 

It  is  apparent  that  the  United  States  ia  selling  this  line  at  a  rate 
about  four  times  as  great  as  in  1914,  but  much  of  this  may  be  resales 
of  foreign  goods,  for  certainly  no  American  whisl^  is  at  ail  conspicu- 
ous in  die  market  Whiles,  nuns,  brandies,  or  cognacs  and  fiins 
containing  up  to  58  per  cent  of  alcohol,  bitters,  and  liqueurs  are  in 
the  fifth  customs  class  paying  $17.13  per  100  pounds  gross.  Bum 
pajs  an  additional  internal  tax  of  l.*25  bnlirars  per  liter  (2^.8  cents 
per  quart) ;  gin,  bitters,  anisettes,  and  similar  beverages,  1.50  bolivars 
(27.3  cents  per  quart),  and  brandy,  c<^ac,  whisky,  etc.,  3.50  bolivars 
per  liter  (45.7  cents  per  quart)  when  the  alcoholic  ccHitent  is  not  more 
than  50  per  cent.  These  beverages  are  consumed  only  by  people  of 
the  middle  class  and  above.  A  great  deal  of  sugar-cane  rum  is  pro- 
duced in  Venezuela;  it  is  very  strong,  sells  for  about  20  cents  p«r 
quart,  and  is  the  only  intoxicant  that  the  mass  of  tiie  people  can 
afford. 

The  War  Kai  Helped  the  toeaH  Brewexles. 

There  are  three  breweries  in  the  country  and  war  conditions  have 
brought  increased  prosperity  to  them  by  shutting  off  imports  from 
the  Continent,  and  oy  the  high  freights  and  irreifuiar  deliveries  that 
have  made  all  imported  beer  more  difficult  to  obtain.  Much  of  the 
beer  now  credited  to  the  Netherlands  and  formerly  to  Germany  is 
brewed  in  Copenhagen,  a  brewery  of  that  city  maintaining  an  agent 
in  Caracas  who  does  considerable  advertising.  Becent  imports  of 
beer  have  amounted  to : 


ImporUd  rroiD— 

UU 

U14 

Janaarr- 

MOB 

S4,S38 
U,«» 

10,439 
30, 100 

•4,410 
tt,33S 

30,  ar 

3,3Sft 
3.063 

n.sa 

11;  W7 

S.4H 

W.43S 

17,  an 

At  least  one  American  concern  has  recently  made  well-directed 
efforts  to  enter  the  market,  offering  to  supply  an  introductory  stock, 
to  furnish  funds  for  advertising,  and  to  give  liberal  credits,  and  it  ia 
hoped  that  these  efforts  will  meet  with  success.  The  advantages  of 
the  local  breweries  are  great,  however,  and  it  is  hardly  probable  that 
imports  will  increase,  unport  duties  on  beer  are  $4.28  per  100  pounds 
gross  weight,  and  there  is  an  internal  tax  of  0^  bolivar  per  Uteri 
or  5.5  cente  per  quart. 
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Temi  ore  Important  Faoton  la  TnAe  ExtensloiL 

There  are  posadbilities  for  the  extension  of  American  trade  in  all 
the  foregoing  lines,  but  that  of  selling  cheap  red  wine  in  wood  is  the 
(H1I7  one  that  is  coRsiderable.  There  is  fairljr  frequ^it  steamship 
service  from  Colon  to  La  Guaira,  and  it  might  prove  cheaper  to  ship 
California  wine  from  Panama  than  from  New  York.  In  this  as  in 
ail  other  lines  of  trade  in  Venezuela  liberal  credit  terms  are  tlie 
finest  selliug  arguments  than  can  be  advanced,  and  without  them  no 
business  can  be  done. 

Those  merchants  listed  in  the  South  Am^can  Trade  Directory 
under  the  headings  "  Spirits,  wines,  and  liquors,"  "  General  merchan- 
dise," and  "  Groceries  and  provisions  "  are  all  Importers  of  alcoholio 
beverages,  but  as  Caracas  was  omitted  from  that  puUication  a  lisk 
of  dealers  in  that  city  is  transmitted  with  his  report.  European 
exporters  almost  invariably  employ  resident  comraiasitm  ag^ts,  and 
the  names  of  a  few  of  these  are  also  forwarded. 

[Copies  of  tbe  Trade  Directory  of  South  America,  referred  to  above,  may  b* 
purchased  from  the  Superintendent  of  Docnments,  GOTernment  Printing  Office, 
Waahington,  D.  C,  or  from  any  of  the  district  offices  of  the  Bareau  ot  ForeiRD 
iDd  Etomestlc  Commm»;  price,  %1.  The  list  of  names  forwarded  by  Consul 
Brett  will  be  furnlsbed  by  the  Bnreaa  or  Its  dUtrict  offices,  without  charge,  tm 
those  who  ask  tor  file  No.  71538.] 


AXEBICAM  COVSULAB  OmCEBS  OV  LEAVE  07  ABSEHCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions : 


Huns. 

Fott. 

Bxptra- 
tlofi  of 
venue. 

Addnn. 

r«MU,  OflsrceE  

Hanmfbo,  Venemaia . 
San  Lais  PotosI, 

Hexfco. 
Bragwla,  Betahmi  

Feb.  17 
Feb.  13 

llV.  u 
Apr.  1 

153  CbOTch  Stml,  Uoblle,  Ala. 

lOOa  North  Boah  Street,  Raota  Ana.CoL 

ion  CUnton  StrWt,  rbiladHphte.  Pa. 
U78  Wert  8BU1  Street,  ClevelBOd,  OUa. 

•CoBBol  WUbert  L.  B<»Ber  wUl  TWt  Loa  Angriea  and  flan  Dleao,  Cal.,  and  San 
AatoBio.  Tex.,  and  will  advise  tbe  Chamber  of  Commarce  In  each  ol  cliase  dtlea  of  hit 
antral  and  addresa. 


FBEVCH  TAX  KETUAHS. 

[Commercial  Attacb«  a  W.  A.  Tedits.  Paris,  Jan.  14.1 

Figures  recently  made  public  by  the  French  Ministry  of  Finance 
E^ow  that  tax  collections  in  December,  1915,  amounted  to  $55,898,600, 
which  total  is  $15,102,400  in  excess  of  that  for  the  preceding  Decem- 
ber, but  $11,275,400  below  that  for  the  closing  month  of  1913.  For 
the  complete  year  1915,  taxes  and  indirect  revenues  yielded  $595,- 
805,300,  or  ^6,958,900  less  than  in  1914. 

The  Minister  of  Finance  points  out  that  there  has  been  a  consider- 
able increase  in  receipts  from  registration  taxes,  taxes  upon  sales  of 
real  estate,  and  stamp  taxes  upon  commercial  documents.  Since  these 
taxes  are  in  a  sense  a  gauge  of  the  ecwuHnio  condition  of  the  country, 
]thqr  indicate  an  improvement. 
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TBADE  STroaESnONS  FSOH  HORTHWEST  IHSIA. 

[Connil  Janws  OUrer  I^lBs,  KuaeU,  Dae,  18.] 
•ood  Demand  for  Various  Kinds  of  Graofeers. 

There  is  a  good  sale  in  Northwest  India  of  various  kinds  of 
crackers,  and  tliose  now  on  the  market  are  chiefly  Englisli  goods. 
The  houses  that  have  the  largest  part  of  the  business  here  are  Jacobs 
&  Co.,  Peek  Fi'ean,  and  Huntley  &  Palmer.  Fancy  crackers  are  not  in 
demand.  The  best  sellers  are  the  ordinary  kind  commonly  known 
as  "  soda  crackers  ^-  in  the  United  States,  but  called  ^  cream  biscuits** 
here.  Crackers  slightly  sweetened  and  in  fracy  shapes  are  also  in 
demand  to  serve  with  tea. 

Cream  biscuits  sell  for  $0.40  &  box  here.  The  boxes  are  of  tin, 
carefully  sealed  to  keep  out  the  dampness,  and  contain  about  4  dozen 
crackers.  Some  are  soldered  tightlyj  and  have  a  lid  which  is  put  over 
the  box  after  soldering  and  which  is  used  to  keep  the  crackers  cov- 
ered when  the  inner  soft-tin  box  top  has  been  removed. 

Tennis  Interest  Creates  Karfcet  for  BnppUes. 

Tennis  rackets  and  other  tennis  goods  have  a  snbstantial  market  in 
the  Karachi  consular  district,  and  also,  it  is  stated,  in  an  other  parts 
of  India.  The  clubs  and  many  private  bimgalows  have  tennis  couics, 
which  are  usually  of  cement,  as  grass  does  not  grow  well.  In  fact  the 
"  greens  "  in  golf  are  called  "  browns  "  here,  as  they  are  of  sand. 

Rackets  here  usually  weigh  14  ounces.  Some  13-ounce  ra<^6t8  are 
in  use.    Those  weighing  12  ounces  are  seldom  used. 

Tennis  balls  also  have  a  good,  steady  sale.  The  use  of  cement 
courts  and  the  fact  that  they  are  net  as  ft  rule  very  well  "surfaced" 
causes  the  balls  to  wear  out  rapidly.  Tennis  nets  here  very  often 
have  a  colored  top,  as  the  intensely  bright  rays  of  the  sun  in  this 
climate,  on  a  white  cement  court,  often  make  the  top  line  of  the  net 
indistinct. 

Importation  of  Buttons  Into  India. 

Statistics  covering  the  importation  of  bnttons  into  India  have  just 
become  available.  The  importation  by  months  in  191.5  was:  Anril, 
$21,296;  May,  $39,103;  June.  $37,916;  July,  $35,848;  August,  $55,812; 
September,,  $56,345 ;  total,  $iHG,320. 

The  countries  from  which  buttons  were  imported  in  the  six  months 
from  April  to  September,  and  the  values,  were:  Japan,  $133,964; 
Italv,  $76,242;  United  Kingdom,  $27,252;  France.  $5,191;  Straits 
Settlements,  $2,298;  Germany,  $649;  other  countries,  $724;  toUl, 
$246,320.  Japan  has  been  making  an  effort  to  get  this  marlnt  for 
several  years,  and  seems  to  be  succeeding. 
Inereased  Trade  with  Asiatic  Torlcey  In  Persian  Gulf. 

The  September,  1915,  trade  betweoa  India  and  Asiatic  TurlMiy, 
in  the  Persian  Gulf,  increased  over  previous  months  of  the  year,  and 
was  larger  than  in  the  corresponding  month  of  1914.  The  figures 
do  not  include  Indian  or  British  Government  stores,  etc,  sent  to 

Mesopotamia. 

A  large  part  of  this  trade  goes  through  Basra  on  the  Shat-el-Arab, 
the  river  formed  by  the  joining  of  the  Tigris  and  the  Euphrates. 
Commerce  with  Asiatic  Turk^  in  the  Persian  Gulf  should  not  be 
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confused  with  the  trade  of  India  with  the  Persian  side  of  the  gulf* 
A  large  part  of  this  Persian  Grulf  import  trade  into  India  comss 
through  Karachi,  and  a  lesser  but  Important  part  of  the  export  trade 
goes  out  via  Karachi.  Exact  figures  on  this  point  are  not  to  be  had. 
laexperleBoe  Disclosed  in  Wrong  PtotIsIou  for  Postage. 

There  h%s  been  a  wave  of  inclosures  of  American  stamps,  port 
cards,  and  stamped  envelopes  for  replies  here  recently.  There  hare 
been  so  many  cases  in  the  past  six  or  seven  months  that  their  occur- 
rence must  be  due  to  the  entry  of  many  inexperi«Qced  Amwican  mer- 
chants into  foreign  trade. 

These  postal  cards  and  envelopes  have  no  value  here,  as,  in  addi- 
tion to  being  American,  they  usually  carry  the  address  of  the  house 
printed  on  uie  face.  Stamps,  of  coarse,  retain  a  broader  value,  but 
are  a  drug  on  tiie  maiicet,  as  they  can  not  be  used. 

lUsta  of  dealers  la  Kamdii  who  handle  crackers  and  of  those  who  handle 
tMinia  goods  maj  be  obtained  fran  the  Burean  ot  Foreign  and  Dmneadc  Com- 
merce or  its  district  officea.  Refn'  to  file  No.  71732.  An  article  oa  Qie  growtb 
of  the  Kurachl-Bushire  trade  was  publlahed  in  CoiciUBca  BKrosxa  for  Jan. 
2»,  1916.]   

POBTUGITESE  flHJJUUILDIire. 

tCoDSOl  Ocnorml  W.  L.  Ltnrrte.  Lisbon.  Portog*!,  Jan.  14.] 

Two  destroyers  under  construction  at  the  Portuguese  Naval  Ar9&> 
nal  (Arsenal  da  Marinha)  will  be  launched  within  a  ^ort  time. 
Keels  will  be  laid  at  once  for  two  more  destroyers,  the  first  of  a  new 
aeries  of  larger  t<Minaffe  planned  for  the  Portuguese  Navy.  The  new 
boats  will  have  liquid  c(Hnbustion,  four  torpedo  tubes,  a  speed  of  35 
to  38  miles  an  hour,  and  will  be  armed  with  10-centim^r  guns. 

Three  submarines  of  wide  radius  of  action  will  be  constructed  at 
the  arsenal  on  the  ways  now  occupied  by  two  gunboats  being  built  for 
fiscalization  purposes. 

AJCEBICAir  BAn  TAKES  TJP  TntTTOTTATAN  lOAK. 

Charge  d'Affaires  H.  F.  Arthur  Schoenfeld  reports  that  the 
National  City  Bank  of  New  York,  through  its  Montevideo  branch, 
has  advanced  to  the  Uruguayan  Government  the  sum  of  625,000  pesos 
($646,375  U-  S.  gold),  at  6  per  cent  interest,  having  discounted 
6-tnonths*  Treasury  bills  to  this  amount.  This  transaction  was 
effected  in  pursuance  of  authority  granted  b^  the  Uruguayan  budget 
btw,  which  empowers  the  Executive  to  negotiate  loans  up  to  the  sum 
of  1,000,000  pesos. 

BEIEAND  70S  POTASH. 

The  Brunswick  Irfindeszeitung  of  January  12,  1916,  reports  an 
unusually  lively  market  for  potash.  The  sjnidicate  has  orders  for 
1,500,000  double  hundredweight  (220.0+  pounds),  which  it  finds 
difficult  to  fill  for  want  of  railroad  cars.  In  the  past  week  some  quan- 
tities were  allowed  to  be  transported  to  neutral  countries,  which  were 
sold  at  a  much  higher  price  than  that  fixed  by  law  for  the  domestic 
oOiQsumption,  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  wor^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


524 


COMMEBCE  BBPOBIS. 


BRITISH  AND  OEBIUH  TBAD£  METHODS  IN  CHINA. 

A  Btatement  from  the  assistant  British  commercial  attach^  in 
Chinaj  comparing  the  respective  methods  of  British  and  German 
firms  m  the  .Orient  in  seeking  trade  expansion,  has  been  publi^ed 
in  the  magazine  of  the  Liverpool  Chamber  of  Commerce.  The 
British  pubhcation  states  that,  in  presenting  the  discussion,  it  seeks 
"to  discover  if  foreign  competitors  have  any  real  advantages,  if 
their  methods  are  different,  and  if  they  have  any  special  secret  of 
success." 

The  writer  divides  the  China  trade  into  four  classes:  (1)  The 
great  financial  groups,  repi-esenting  most  of  the  treaty  powers, 
which  combine  extensive  banking  operations  with  their  business, 
and  which  obtain  sup[>ort  in  various  spheres  in  China  for  the  exploi- 
tation of  railway,  mining,  and  similar  enter j)riBe6 ;  (2)  the  manufac- 
turing firms  which  are  able  to  finance  their  own  business  and  to 
estabU^  a  virtual  monopoly  for  their  products  wherever  they  choose 


lished  foreign  agencies  in  the  interior,  with  an  elaborate  machinery 

for  the  distiibution  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  China  of 
kerosene,  cigarettes,  dyes,  soda,  alkalis,  sugar,  and  similar  articles; 

(3)  the  piece-goods  auctions,  with  a  turaover  of  some  £50,000 
($243,000)  weekly,  selling  the  products  of  Lancashire  by  auction, 
without  reserve,  to  a  ring  of  dealers  from  all  over  the  country ;  and 

(4)  the  merchant  houses — the  firms,  large  and  small,  which  import 
piece  goods,  metals,  and  sundries,  and  export  China  produce,  and 
which  are  ready. to  handle  any  business  promising  fair  profits  and 
quick  returns. 

Aevtew  of  Situation  Xelatliiff  to  Xerehutt  Hovsei. 

Tlie  statement  is  "made  that  British  interests  are  holding  their 
own  under  eacli  of  the  first  thive  heads  and  the  competition  arising 
through  the  merchant  houses  is  then  discussed.  The  assistant  attache 
says  in  part: 

In  the  Gennnn  flrmR  Inrpe  enlnrips  are  not  paid,  but  every  head  of  a  dqrart- 
ment  has  a  Reiieroiis  Rharo  of  the  profits  which  he  brlnjjs  to  the  firm.  Tills  has 
been  a  very  real  ansot  to  German  firms.  The  heiids  of  departments  keep  closely 
In  touch  with  the  Chinese;  they  spare  no  trouble  to  cultivate  personal  relations 
with  them ;  they  entertain  them,  learn  their  customs,  their  habits  of  thou^t 
and  often  their  languase.  A  man  who  knows  even  a  little  Chinese  is  In  a  very 
favornhle  position.  Several  of  the  most  successful  British  firms  are  encouraging 
the  study  of  the  language  In  every  possible  way,  nud  they  find  that  it  pays 
them  to  do  eo. 

Afiain,  the  German  firms  hove  realised  the  value  of  the  gnat  hinterland 
which  lies  beyond  the  coast  ports.  When  a  prospect  of  n  contract  arises,  tb^ 
go  to  the  headquarters  of  Industrial  activity  and  snsgest  business  to  the  men 
whom  they  already  know;  this  is  one  of  the  factors  making  for  success  In 
opening  up  a  con8er\-ative  country  such  as  China  is.  It  Is  useless  to  wait  for 
tlemnufl  to  stimulate  supply.  In  most  cases,  the  demand  must  be  created, 
es)>ectally  In  snch  matters  as  Installations  of  machinery  and  industrial  under- 
taklngs- 

There  has  been  a  tendency  of  late  yearn  for  British  mannfocttiTm  to  com- 
bine to  capture  the  machinery  market  of  China,  and  lar^  quantities  of  British 
machinery  have  been  tutro<!uee<1,  but  it  is  realized  with  disappointment  that 
this  machinery  Is  Inrf^ely  sold  by  German  firms.  The  German  firms  obtain 
the  orders.  They  have  createcl  a  demand ;  the  British  firms  have  ott&i  waited 
for  the  draumd  to  come  to  them. 


organizations  which  have  estab- 
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nnt  ContTMt  BegardeA  Merely  m  AdTertfiemeiit. 

The  profits  of  a  first  contract  will  often  be  small;  the  contract  will  be 
regarded  merely  as  an  adTertisement,  a  footing  on  the  road  to  greater  things. 
Bat  while  the  main  contract  is  in  progremt  the  boslness  man  knows  Tery  well 
tbat  manj  subsldlarj  deoiands  will  neGeesaril7  arise,  and  on  these  Incidental 
puTcbasea  be  Is  certain  of  a  Rood  profit,  which  will  Insnre  a  sound  margin  for 
the  contract  as  a  whole.  His  exposes  once  secnred  in  this  way.  and  hla 
footing  once  established  to  the  district,  he  will  have  time  and  <^H;tortunlt7  to 
seek  further  pn^table  enterprise. 

Business  Id  China  most  be  very  elastic  Tlie  country  Is  too  undereloped  for 
anj  great  spoclallzatloo  at  present,  and  for  many  years  to  come  It  will  n'>t  pay 
Dierchants  to  depend  od  large  eootrarta.  The  men  who  are  doing  the  pioneering 
wfH-k  for  German  firms  are  seldom  special  lata,  for  ^tectaltzation  in  men  Is  as 
prauature  as  It  la  In  machinery  in  this  great  undeveloped  area.  Anyone  with 
nperlrace  of  tlie  Chioeae  will  know  tbat  an  agreement  la  generally  concluded 
St  the  oHNit  unexpected  moment  There  will  be  long  dlamaslons  and  daborate 
uxnments ;  then  suddenly  the  rerelatlon  of  some  new  and  unexpected  element 
and  the  necessity  for  quick  decision.  Tbat  U  the  deciding  factor.  There  Is  do 
time  for  reference  to  heodqnartNs ;  the  man  on  the  spot  must  close  nt  once. 

It  is  generally  claimed  tbat  in  piece  goods  the  Shanghai  dealers  have  formed 
so  strong  a  ring  that  no  house  is  strong  enough  to  go  behind  them.  Tttere  la  no 
doubt  that  the  dealers  and  the  guilds  are  strcmg,  but  their  opposition  was 
gradually  brokra  down  by  real  enterprise  and  determination  witen  kerosene  and 
efgaretteB  and  alkalis  and  sugar  were  takm  to  the  Interior,  And  now  Germaa 
flnna  have  got  b^lnd  the  first  line  of  def«i8e  with  piece  goods,  too. 

Teehnleal  Sureaui  OIt*  OppOTtunlties  for  Qrowtb. 

There  is  one  other  method  of  business  which  has  been  used  by  German  firms 
with  success,  namely,  their  technical  bureaus.  These  are  groups  of  noncompeti- 
tive manufacturers  In  Germany  who  are  unwilling  to  Incur  the  expense  of  Indl* 
Tiilual  representation  in  China,  but  who  are  determined  to  find  an  opening  In 
thp  market.  They  send  out  a  Joint  repreeentntlTe,  wltb  expert  knowledge  of 
tbeir  iHvdncta,  to  Join  ^n  esotbllstwd  and  well-connected  merchant  firm  1b 
China.  Tbat  firm  supplies  the  r^reeentatlre  with  special  knowledge  of  the 
Chinese  and  their  ways  of  business,  and  he  does  the  work  of  adrtslng  and  sug- 
geating.  When  orders  are  fbrthcomlng.  they  go  direct  to  the  manufacturers  of 
the  group.  In  this  way  many  German  manufacturers  have  been  enabled  to 
secure  openings  at  a  minimum  of  expense.  Several  British  organizations  hare 
attempted  to  follow  on  these  lines,  but  they  have  generally  failed  through  their 
schemes  being  too  ambitions. 

iierman  firms  bare  also  practically  created  tbe  bnalness  In  Chinese  export 
produce  during  tbe  last  10  years.  They  have  established  an  elaborate  ma- 
chinery In  the  Interior,  with  foreign  buying  agents,  and  appliances  A>r  storing; 
eleftnlng,  and  packing  their  cargo.  They  have  also  created  a  demand  in  Ger- 
nuiny  tor  Chinese  produce — fm>  seeds,  beans,  bides,  and  ores.  Such  business 
requires  special  knowledge,  special  machinery,  and  considerable  capital.  It 
i»  said  to  have  paid  the  Germans  well,  and  It  might  equally  pay  British  firms 
well,  but  not  by  lightly  iindertnklng  It  as  part  of  a  seneral  business.  It 
has  the  great  advantage  of  maintaining  men  In  central  positions  all  over  tlie 
iBterior,  and  It  is  one  of  tbe  foctors  which  bave  helped  to  open  the  interior  of 
China  to  foreign  tmd& 

In  the  discussion  of  German  trade  methods  It  Is  often  oaserted  that  they  obtain 
their  advantage  by  allowing  long  credits  and  large  commlsdons.  The  more 
mccessfnl  do  not  encourage  long  credits,  their  business  Is  genernlly  conducted 
on  soand  lines,  and  their  snccess  Is  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  they  do  not 
lose  money  by  giving  credit  without  snitnble  security.  They  certainly  cut 
rates  and  prc^ts,  and  oCTer  exceptional  facilities  to  customers  when  th^  are 
breaking  new  ground  or  trying  to  capture  a  market. 


Whi^ey  amounting  to  161^50  proof  gallons,  valued  at  $396,807, 
■was  invoiced  at  the  American  consulate  at  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  for 
the  United  States  during  1915,  compared  with  199,890  gallons,  valued 
at  $138,362,  for  1914. 
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8TJIPHUE,  METALS,  AKD  FREIGHT  AATE8  DT  THE  OBIEVT. 

Trioe  of  tnlpbitr  Baptdly  Blalsflr  in  Japan. 

Several  orders  for  snlphur  have  been  received  by  Japanese  mer- 
chants from  the  United  States  and  Australia,  the  Japan  Mail  re- 
ports. Already  something  like  10,000  tons,  at  $14.94  per  ton,  have 
been  sold.  Kussia  has  be^un  to  buy  in  Japan  recently,  though  in 
Email  quantities.  The  visible  stock  in  Osaka  and  Kob6  has  fallen 
off  from  2,000  tons  to  1,000  tons.  In  the  producing  districts  also 
the  stock  is  very  small,  and  there  is  little  prospect  of  its  bein^  re- 
plenished at  an  early  date,  as  the  mines  will  be  closed  for  the  wmter 
months.  The  price  is,  in  these  circumstances,  on  the  upgrade,  the 
progress  being  quite  rapid.  Powder  sulphur,  especially,  has  in- 
creased rapidly  in  price.  During  November  it  advanced  from  $28  to 
$39.84  per  ton. 

Sew  Zinc  Kefinerics  Established. 

New  zinc  refineries  have  been  started  in  Japan  since  the  war 
started,  the  Japan  Times  states,  because  of  difficulties  that  have  been 
met  by  importers.  When  the  new  establishments  are  in  operation 
the  import  of  the  metal,  says  the  Times,  may  be  checked  to  some 
extent,  though  thinner  sheets  are  far  from  being  fully  supplied 
by  the  domestic  refining  works.  The  import  of  zinc  now  amounts  to 
about  $996,000  annually. 

Iron  Famine  Serious  in  IndnEtrlal  Circles. 

The  effect  of  Japan's  present  iron  famine  is  quite  serions  in  in- 
dustrial circles.  Many  of  the  new  enterprises  promoted  hare  already 
been  put  in  abeyance,  because  of  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  re- 
quired machinery.  The  Japan  Times  states  that  the  Government 
will  be  requested  to  postpone  all  (Jovemment  works  requiring  iron 
and  steel  and  to  sell  all  the  stock  thus  obtained  to  private  interests. 
More  Increases  in  Freight  Bates  Announced. 

The  British  East  India  Steamship  Co.  is  reported  to  have  de- 
cided, according  to  the  Japan  Mail,  on  raising  the  freight  rates 
between  Kob6  and  Calcutta  from  $3.98  to  $1.98  per  ton,  and  the 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha,  says  the  newspaper,  will  eventually  have  to 
do  the  same.  "On  the  European  line,"  it  states,  "rates  threaten 
to  rise  at  an  early  date.  Some  time  ago^  indeed,  rates  on  oils  were 
raised,  and  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  is  contemplating  a  rise  in 
rates  on  cereals  ana  other  miscellaneous  cargo.  A  few  months  ago, 
foreign  lines  raised  their  rates  far  above  those  maintained  by  the 
Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha.  The  new  schedule  of  rates  wiU  be  i)ut  in 
force  by  Mai'ch  next,  at  the  latest'' 


Appropriations  tot  Road  Constmction  in  Urognay. 

The  American  Charg6  d'Affaires  at  Montevideo,  Uruguay,  reports 
under  date  of  December  29,  that  the  General  Assembly  of  Uruguay 
enacted  a  law  on  December  27  autliorizing  the  executive  to  expend  a 
sum  not  to  exceed  300,000  p^s  in  the  construction  of  roads  during 
the  fiscal  year  1915-lG.  This  appropriation  is  made  from  general 
revenue  and  is  distinct  from  other  sums  applicable  to  the  same  pur- 
pose from  special  sources  of  revenue. 
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Beserred  addrtssefl  mar  be  obtained  from  tbe  BnreMn  and  Ita  dlatrtot  oflle«s.  BeQQcrt 
for  eftch  opportanitT  ahonld  be  on  a  separate  ihect  and  tbc  ttle  ■■mkcr  given. 

Evaporated  and  CaUfomta  froth  fruits,  No.  20058. — A  commercial  agent  of  the 
Burenu  reports  that  a  man  In  the  Nctherlaoda  desires  to  represent  Amerl- 
cna  prodneera  and  exporten  ot  evaporated  and  CallftHmla  fresb  frnlta. 

Wire  nails,  No.  200G9. — ^An  Aiiiortcan  consular  offlcw  in  the  United  Elnfl^om 
reports  that  a  Arm  In  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American 
manuCacturers  of  wire  nalla.  At  present  the  firm  dealres  to  purchase 
li-lnch,  12  and  13  gauges  wire  nalla. 

Cotton  tickinfft,  No.  20060. — ^A  Arm  In  France  Informs  an  American  conanlar 
officer  thnt  it  desires  to  communicate  with  Amwtcan  mannfacturav  of 
cotton  tldclngs  similar  to  sattiples  which  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau 
or  Its  district  offices.   (Refbr  to  file  Na  71865.) 

jRice-miU  machinery.  No.  20061. — An  American  consnlar  ofBcer  In  French  Indo* 
China  writes  that  a  mau  In  his  district  desires  to  recelTO  catnlognes  and 
price  lists  from  American  manufactarem  and  exporters  of  rlce-mlU  ma- 
chinery. 

Tow  and  Unm  yam.  No.  20082. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Switzerland 
reports  that  a  Srm  Id  hia  district  desires  to  rcceire  quotations,  c.  1.  f. 
Marseille  or  Gette,  from  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  tow  and 
linen  rarn.   Qeference  Is  glren. 

B4ctfcle9,  typcicritem,  ffromophoneg,  ete..  No.  2006S. — ^A  man  In  Siberia  Inftonns 
an  Am^can  consnlar  officer  that  hie  desires  to  recetre  catalogues  and  full 
Information  .from  American  manufacturers  of  bicycles,  typewriters,  gramn- 
phonen.  steel  cash  boxes,  ra7.ors,  podEet  knlTes,  Ua^terSt  locks,  etc.  Gorr^ 
spondence  should  be  in  Rnsslan. 

potatoes.  No.  20064. — An  American  consular  officer  In  South  America  reiwrts 
that  a  Arm  in  his  dLitrlct  desires  to  be  placed  In  communication  with 
American  exporters  of  potatoew.  Quotations  should  be  f.  o.  b.  New  Torfe. 
Cwrespondeuce  may  be  In  English. 

BentiDood  chairt,  bteyelet  and  aoce»aorie»,  eto^  No.  200^. — A  firm  In  East 
Africa  informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  It  desires  to  receive  cata* 
Ic^nies,  prices,  and  full  InformatlOD  from  American  manufacturers  and 
exporters  of  the  cheaper  grades  of  bentwood  chairs,  bicycles  ami  acces- 
sories, electric  pocket  lauqis,  garters,  small  mirrors^  tooth  powder,  traTellug 
bags,  and  sted  trunks. 

AutomoMte  tires.  No.  20008. — A  conmierctal  agent  of  the  Bureau  reports  that 
a  firm  In  the  Netherlands  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of 
automobile  tires. 

Bubbcr,  No.  20067. — An  American  consular  officer  In  France  reports  that  a  man 
In  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American  in^rters  of  African 
rubber. 

Beed*,  etc..  No.  2006S. — A  firm  in  India  Informs  an  American  consular  officer 
that  It  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  American  Importers  of  seeds  and 
other  Indian  produce. 

Sugar,  No.  20009. — An  American  consnlar  officer  In  Dmniark  reports  that  a 
firm  In  his  district  is  In  tbe  market  for  5.000  tons  of  white  granulated, 
coarse-grained  standard  susnr  (99  per  cent  polarisation).  The  firm  de- 
sires quotations  c.  I.  f.  Goteborg.  Chrlstionla,  or  Narvik,  Including  war- 
risk  Insurance.  The  sugar  Is  intended  to  be  melted  and  reflnetl  to  loaf  and 
cui>e  suKar.  First  shipment  may  be  of  from  500  to  1,000  tons.  Gonfirmed 
credit  will  be  arrangeil  in  New  York  for  payment  against  documents.  Gor- 
respondence  may  be  Id  English. 

Cotton  cleaning  (Aoths,  No.  20070. — An  American  consular  officer  In  England 
writes  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American 
manufacturers  of  cleaning  cloths  of  white  cotton,  packed  in  IJ-hundred- 
wel^t  (150-pound)  jute  bags,  for  cleaning  all  classes  of  machinery.  Quo- 
tations should  be  made  c.  i.  t  British  ports,  If  possible,  and  terms  and  full 
InftHBiatloa  stioald  bs  given. 
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COaniEBOE  BEP0BI8. 


PKOFOSAIS  FOE  QOVEBHICEHT  SUPPLIES  AHD  COHSTBUCTKW. 

[  CorrespoDdeBce  ahould  be  direct  with  the  offlces  named,  and  Bpeaflcatlons  can  mnallj 
bo  obtained  at  the  polutii  where  the  goods  arc  to  bo  delivered  or  the  work  Ik  to  be  per- 
(onoed.  In  cases  where  the  time  Ihiiit  fa  too  Hbo?t  to  permit  flrms  to  submit  tendera, 
they  flboold  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mallins  lists  ol  such  ofDcea  to  recdve  notices  calllas 
for  future  rapplles  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Panama  CaiuU  cuppl'tea.  No.  2946.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  At  the 
ofBce  of  Uie  General  Purchasing  0(11  cer  of  the  Paoama  Canal,  Wasbington, 
D.  C,  nntll  February  15,  1016,  for  fumlafaing  by  eteamer,  free  of  all 
charges,  on  dock  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  Port  of  Ancon  (Balboa, 
Canal  S^ne)  (Pacific  port),  Isthmus  of  Panama,  car  wheels,  body  bolster 
bearings,  bed  hinges,  spring  plates,  bronze  bars,  slieet  brass,  babbit  metal, 
copper  tubing,  mills,  bolts,  rivets,  scr^w^,  nuts,  washers  and  fire  day. 
(Cii-cnlar  No.  1009.) 

Machinery,  No.  2947. — Seale<l  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  United  States 
Engineer  Office,  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  until  February  24,  1916,  for  famishing 
and  delivering  water  turbines,  air  compressors,  valve  Jacks,  gate  eugines, 
gate  wluclics.  oil  pumps,  etc.,  for  Dame  Nos.  12,  14,  and  20,  Ohio  River. 
Further  Information  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Eltiglneer  Office* 
Wheeling. 

Panama  Canat  suppliet.  No.  2948. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  General  Purcliaslng  Officer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington, 
D.  C,  until  February  24,  1916,  for  furnishing  by  steamer,  free  of  all 
charges,  on  dock  nt  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  Port  of  Ancon  (Balbot, 
Canal  Zone)  (Pacific  port),  Isthmus  of  Panama.  Scotch  nuirine  boil«', 
steel  shapes,  plates  and  bars,  steel  billets,  coid-roUeil  steel,  tire  steel,  steel 
wire,  steel  or  iron  chain,  sleet  picket  fences,  pilvanlzed-wlre  netting, 
bronze-wire  screening,  slioet  brnss,  copper  rivets  and  burrs,  brass  rlvett, 
telephone  receptacles,  carlocks,  life  preservers,  murine  lights,  water  cooiers, 
Ice  tongs,  electric  griddle  pliites,  spoons,  vinegar  bottles,  drinking  giaBMS, 
and  towels.    (Circular  No,  1012.) 

Repaira  to  lighthouse  t<-ndef,  No.  2940. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by 
the  Ughthouse  Inspector.  Tqnipklnsvllle.  N.  T.,  until  February  25.  1916,  tot 
Installing  new  bilge  kecia,  doubling  plates,  bulkhaids.  and  making  mit- 
cellaneous  repairs  to  tlie  hull  of  the  U.  S.  lighthouse  tender  f^rJt«fwr. 
Further  information  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Llghthoase  lo^ 
spector,  Tompklnsvllle. 

Dredging,  No.  29.'>0. — Sealwl  proposals  will  he  received  at  the  United  Statea 
Engineer  Office.  Room  802,  Army  Building,  39  Whitehall  Street,  New  York, 
N.  Y.,  until  February  24.  1910.  for  dredging  in  Ke>T>ort  Harbor  and  Shrews- 
bury River,  N.  J.  Proposals  for  one  or  both  of  these  works  will  be  odo- 
eidered.  Further  Information  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Baglp 
neer  Office,  New  York. 

Dredging,  etc.  No.  20.')1. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  United 
States  Engineer  Office,  Room  802,  Army  Building.  39  Whitehall  Street* 
New  York,  N.  Y.,  until  March  7.  1916,  for  dredging  and  removing  nxte 
and  bowhiers  In  Stnten  Island  Sound,  N.  Y.  and  N.  J.  Further  infomap 
tlon  may  be  obtainetl  on  application  to  the  Engineer  Office.  New  York. 

Medical  Hupjilict,  No.  20.'>2.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  nt  the  Medtdil 
Supply  Depot,  Unite*!  States  Army,  543  Greenwich  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y., 
until  February  14,  1910.  for  furnishing  and  delivering  balsamum  Pero- 
Tlanum ;  heroinl  hydrochlorldom,  or  cliemlcal  equivalent ;  oleum  tnebb^ 
thlnae  rectificntuin ;  emplastmm  belladonnae;  emplastrnm  cautharldiB;  and 
emplaatrum  slnnpls. 

District  Offices  of  the  Bnreaa  of  Fore^^n  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Few  Twk,  Room  400  United  States  Onrtoailioiue;  Boston,  eighteenth  flow 
Valted  Btatet  CvitomliOiiK;  Chicago.  504  Vfedeial  Building;  St  LohIb,  40S  TUid 
Hational  Bank  Building  i  AtlanU,  SSl  Post  Offlee  Bttilding;  ITew  Orleans,  lOtO 
Hibemla  Bank  Building;  San  IPrandsco,  306  TTnited  States  Customhoase;  Seattle, 
B32  Alaska  Balldlng.  CooperatiTe  district  offices:  Cleveland,  diamber  of  Com- 
meroe;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Iios  Angeles,  Chamber  ef  Commeree; 
Detroit,  Board  of  Commerce;  Bhilodelphla,  Chamber  of  Oemmeree;  DaTeBport 
(Iowa),  Commercial  Club. 

WABHixoToii :  aoTBMmiiT  niimn  mica :  m* 
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SHIPS  SECUSED  FOB  FTJOET  SOUHS-VLABIVOSTOK  UNE. 

[Commercla)  AccdI  W.  B.  Benderaon,  Beattle,  Wasb.,  Jan.  30.] 

A  new  agency  for  a  steamship  line  from  Puget  Sound  ports  to 
Vladivostok,  the  H.  F.  Ostrander  Shipping  Co.,  has  recently  been 
established  with  headquarters  in  Seattle.  Eight  vessels  have  been 
chartered  for  the  Puget  Sound- Vladivostok  trade.  These  range  in 
dead  weight  tonnage  from  5^00  to  8.000,  and  will  be  continued  in 
the  service  as  long  as  the  trade  justifies  it.  The  ships  now  under 
chaiter  will  afford  sailings  once  a  weeli,  with  a  schedule  starting 
Febniary  2. 

These  charters  will  no  doubt  help  relieve  the  freight  congestion 
in  Puget  Sound  ports.  It  is  stated  that  transcontinental  railways 
entering  this  section  will  act  as  agents  for  this  new  line. 


BR&miAV  COMHISSIOH  TO  THE  TTHITED  STATES. 

[Ambassador  Edwin  V.  Morgan,  Bto  do  Janeiro.] 

Plans  for  the  proposed  Brazilian  commercial  commission  to  the 
United  States  [see  Commerce  Reports  for  January  10,  1916]  were 
discussed  at  a  second  conference  called  by  the  Minister  of  Finance  on 
December  27.  The  purpose  of  the  commission  was  stated  ns  three- 
fold r  First,  to  call  the  attention  of  capitalists  in  the  United  States 
to  opportunities  for  investment  in  public  utilities  and  manufacturing 
establishments  in  Brazil;  second,  to  increase  the  expoils  from  the 
United  States  to  Brazil  by  showing  what  Brazil  wants  in  machinery, 
textiles,  and  other  manufactured  articles,  and  by  explaining  Brazilian 
requirements  in  the  matter  of  banking,  exchange,  customs  regula- 
tions, and  transpoilation ;  third,  to  inci-ease  the  imports  of  Brazilian 
products  into  the  United  States.  A  list  of  names  of  persona  recom- 
mended for  appointment  on  the  commission  was  presented  at  the  con- 
ference, in  accordance  with  a  plan  to  have  the  commission  composed 
of  twelv6  members — a  president,  two  vice  presidents,  a  secretary, 
and  eight  specialists  in  the  following  subjects:  Agriculture  and  stock 
rairang,  manufacturing,  exporting  of  native  products,  impoiting  of 
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manufactured  ^M>ds,  ^nsportatiim  and  delirery,  economics  and 
banking,  commercial  law,  and  customs  r^ulationa  In  order  to  sya- 
tenuitize  their  information  cm  these  subjects,  and  to  be  able  to  pre- 
sent their  mission  clearlyj  with  definite  proposals  and  authorttj  to 

enter  at  once  into  Herniations,  the  members  of  the  commis^<Hi  should 
spend  three  months  m  study  and  consultation  before  leaving  Brazil, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  c(Hiference,  and  the  length  of  their  staj  in  the 
United  States  should  be  from  30  to  60  days. 


8AZ.es  nr  irOSTHERir  AFBICA  hade  THROHeH  HALT. 

[Conaal  W.  Roderick  Doner,  Tripoli,  Libja,  Dec.  20.1 

American  manufacturers  who  d^re  to  find  a  market  for  their 
goods  among  the  European  peculation  of  the  Tripoli  consular 
district  should  have  ag^ts  in  scHue  Italian  center  to  push  their 
wares  here.  It  is  probable  thnt  by  such  an  arrangement  they  would 
hare  a  much  better  chance  of  introducing  goods.  There  are  about 
12,000  Europeans,  chieflv  Italians,  permanent  residents  of  this  city, 
and  about  95  per  cent  ot  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  are  Arabs  or 
Bedouins. 

■,  Such  American  articles  as  are  consumed  here  at  present  come 
through  agents  in  Italy.  There  is  no  direct  steamer  communication 
with  the  United  States,  and  the  average  local  importer  has  no  knowl- 
edge of  or  means  to  ascertain  freight  charges  outade  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean basin.  It  is  only  between  here  and  the  Italian  ports  that  he 
can  obtain  exact  freight  figures.  The  arerage  local  trader  also  ^Is 
the  need  of  quicker  aelivery  than  could  be  effected  throu^  direct 
trade  with  either  coast  of  the  United  States. 

[Lists  of  dealers  In  canned  Roods  and  In  shoe  poMahea  hare  been  rsoelTed 
from  the  Ainerlcnn  consulate  In  Tripoli,  and  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnreao 
of  PoroUn  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  offl^wi.  Refer  to  file  Na 
71987.  Any  correspondence  ahould  be  In  Italian,  If  posBlble,  or  In  Frradi.  as 
should  advertising  matter.] 


SELLura  CAJnizD  goods  assoas. 

In  an  address  at  the  meeting  of  the  National  Canners*- Association 
at  Louisville  Dr.  E.  E.  Pratt,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce,  declared  that  the  foreign  trade  in  canned  ^oods 
could  be  considerably  increased  if  the  manufacturers  were  willing 
to  go  in  for  the  business.  "  Let  me  suggest,"  he  said,  "  that  our  own 
nsualj  accepted,  and  successful  business  methods  are  equal  to  the 
occasion.  Apply  them  and  our  export  trade  in  canned  goods  will 
grow  by  leaps  and  bounds." 

He  referred  to  the  high  tariffs  against  canned  goods  in  many 
countries,  and  expressed  the  belief  that  as  snon  as  foreign  peoples 
had  been  educated  up  to  the  wholesomeness  of  canned  foods  "there 
is  no  doubt  that  the  tariff  restrictions  that  now  exist  will  be  removed. 
This  point  has  been  especially  empha^fized  by  the  salmon  canners 
In  their  efforts  to  increase  trade  in  South  America." 

The  total  output  of  American  canneries,  he  said,  was  valued  at 
$193,896,000  in  1909,  and  probably  amounted  to  $250,000,000  in  1914, 
bvit  the  exports  for  Iha  Iiist  year  before  the  war  amounted  to  only 
$18^^ 
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OFPOBTUHmES  FOB  AKESICAH  QJOTIAL  IB  HJJTL 

[Connl  LeniMl  W.  Llvbtssten,  Cape  QaltfeB,  Jan.  11.) 

A  group  of  landholders,  owning  and  crntrolling  about  5,000  acres 
of  the  best  lands  in  the  northern  part  of  Haiti,  have  decided  to  invite 
American  capitalists  to  establish  a  large  central  sugar  factory  in  this 
area.  Their  holdings  are  situated  in  the  plain  adjoining  Cape  Haitien 
at  a  distance  varying  from  4  to  8  miles  on  both  sidee  of  the  railroad, 
and  embrace  one  of  the  most  fertile  and  best  watered  regions  in  the 
whole  republic  It  was  here  that  the  si^gar  industry  reached  its 
greatest  development  under  the  French  colonists. 

The  Haitien  constitution  prohibits  a  foreigner  from  owning  real 
estate,  but  some  of  these  lands  can  be  purchased  on  the  mortgage 
i^stem,  and  I  am  assured  by  a  very  competent  lawyer  that  a  99-year 
]eaf>e  is  n<^  in  c<mflict  with  the  oonetitutioQ  and  laws  of  the  country. 
It  is  also  posedble  for  the  Government  to  invest  a  corporation  wim 
the  ri^t  to  purchase  and  hold  real  estate. 

As  bearinjg  on  the  subject,  I  am  transmitting  a  memorandum  pre- 
pared by  Paul  Fabollon,  a  French  citizen  and  a  pharmacist  by 
profession  who  himself  is  the  owner  of  a  plantation  on  the  mortgage 
e>ystem,  and  has  had  considerable  expenenoe  in  the  cultivation  of 
Bugar  cane.  In  his  notes  he  also  refers  to  the  prseibilitv  of  starting 
a  tannin  industry  and  the  eultivation  of  pineapples  on  a  large  scale. 

rHils  inemoi'niKlom  may  be  lD^)ectci1  I>y  those  interaited  at  the  bureau  »( 
Forelen  and  Domestic  Gommcroc  or  Its  brnueh  (^oee,  upon  ajddne  for  file 
Ka  71770.] 

Eini.*8  SOTA-SEAV  OIL  TAABE. 

ICoDFol  Charles  U.  nathawny,  Jr..  nail.  EnRland.l 

The  United  Kingdom  imported  175,186  tons  (1  ton  =  2.240  pounds)' 
of  soya  beans  last  year,  according  to  preliminary  reports,  as  ag:iinst 
71,161  tons  in  1914  and  76,452  tons  in  1913.  Practically  all  of  these 
•were  cnished  in  England — the  bulk  in  Hull.  Hull  alone  imported 
135,919  tons  in  1915  (preliminarv  figures),  as  compared  with  64,011 
tons  in  1914  and  63,046  tons  in  1913. 

Beans  were  quoted  at  $38.93  a  ton  in  January,  $40.15  in  March, 

$40.75  in  September,  and  $68.13  at  the  end  of  the  year.    Soya  oil, 

beginning  the  year  at  $6.79  a  hundredweight  (112  pounds),  advanced 

to  $7.30  in  May,  but  dropped  to  $6.37  in  June  and  to  $5.60  in  July 

and  August;  early  in  October  it  went  up  again  as  high  as  $7.30.  but 

dropped  back  to  $6.79  at  the  end  of  the  month;  it  advanced  again, 

however,  and  at  the  end  of  December  reached  its  highest  point,  $9.73. 

.  [A  desniptlon  of  the  oil,  seed,  and  cake  trade  of  Hull  was  pubHshed  In  Oou- 
UEBCE  Bepoots  for  May  7, 1015.] 

EZTsmon  OF  gabtaoeva  watebwosks  systeh. 

[Vice  Consul  Leonard  B.  Uodlcn,  Cartasena,  Colombln.] 

The  Colombian  Congress  has  approved  the  proposal  of  an  Knglish 
firm  for  tlie  purchase  and  extension  of  the  Cartagena  waterwor^ 
fi^^em.  The  work  will  mean  the  extension  of  a  pipe  line  to  a  point 
in  the  liagdalaia  Biver  about  65  miles  from  Cartagena,  for  the 
purpose  of  furnishing  an  adequate  water  supply  for  the  city's  needs, 
including  industrial  and  shipping  requirements.  The  details  of  tl>e 
contract  have  not  yet  been  arranged,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  work 
will  not  be  begun  immediately. 

Digitized  by  Google 


OQMlCBBCn  BaPOBXIik 


AKBSZCAH  GOODS  FDVBIBO  NEW  FVBGEASEBS. 

[CmwoI  J.  8.  Anratnng,  Jr.,  Brtatnl.  Bnglaiid.  Dws.  SI.] 

A  Bristol  merchant  (one  of  the  largest  in  the  West  of  England) 
reports  that  he  has  bought  approximately  $35,000  worth  of  dry  gooda 
from  manufacturers  in  the  United  States  with  whom  he  got  in  touch 
throu|fh  the  medium  of  Commerce  Repobts.  Several  orders  for 
Amencfln  glass  and  paint  have  been  placed  by  firms  in  this  city  as  a 
result  of  other  "  Trade  Opportunities"  forwarded  by  the  Briatol  con- 
sulate. Further,  the  Bristol  branch  of  one  of  the  largest  preserve 
manufactories  in  England  has  about  concluded  arrangements  for 
placing  an  order  for  American  glass  jars. 

Another  firm  of  importers  states  that  it  has  been  unable  to  place 
any  orders  in  the  United  States  owing  to  hifi^  prices.  This  house 
wished  to  purchase  a  low  grade  of  vamishea  pencils,  to  cost  about 
97  cents  a  gross.  Pencils  of  the  kind  de^red  were  sold  in  England 
before  the  war  as  low  as  73  cents  a  gross. 

The  failure  of  American  manufacturers  to  submit  quotations 
c.  i.  f.  destination  and  to  state  prices  in  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence 
instead  of  in  dollars  has  been  an  impediment  to  the  development  of 
trade.  Local  concerns  which  have  been  in  the  habit  of  purchasing 
from  markets  that  are  now  cut  off  find  the  neglect  of  American  ex- 
porters in  this  respect  a  serious  objection.  While  important  pur- 
chases are  being  made  from  American  firms  under  f.  o.  b.  (quotations 
in  lines  in  which  there  has  been  no  forei^  competition,  it  is  very 
probable  that  when  the  markets  of  certam  belligerent  nations  are 
again  thrown  open  this  trade  will  return  to  former  channels.  Local 
importers  find  it  an  awkward  matter  to  ascertain  in  advance  exactly 
what  the  goods  are  going  to  cost  them  by  the  time  they  reach  their 
destination. 

AUEBIGAir  COHSULAX  OFFICEBS  OH  LEAVE  07  ABSEVCS. 

The  following  American  consular  <^<»r8  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  ITnited  States  and  will  be  {^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 

jurisdictions: 


Pot 

Bxnirft. 
tionor 
TniM. 

AddiMS. 

Vdtt*.  Fthelhert  

Nnvllte.  EdwtnL  

Ooodlar,Jsniu  H  

Vanjrafbo,  Vwienwis. 
San  Lu ts  PotosI , 

Met  loo. 

Taihoku,  Tafwan  

Niagara  Palls.ODtarii). 

Feb.  17 
Feb.  13 

Vat.  11 
Apr.  1 
Hu.  1 

15."'  Charrh  PtTwt,  Wobfle,  AI*. 

IflOS  Nortb  Bush  Stroet,  Santa  Am.CiI. 

1031  rilnfftn  ."trert.  PhdartHplita.  P«. 
I07R  WmI  851)1  Straot.  Ctevoland.  Ohla 
Department  otStAte.Waihinston.  D.C. 

Imiforts  of  Imitation  Leather  and  Oilcloths  into  China. 

A  statement  has  been  compiled  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  fhowing  the  imports  of  im'tntion  leather  nnd 
oilc1otl>  into  China  by  countries  of  origin.  The  figures  irnn  be  exam* 
ined  at  tibe  Bureau  or  its  district  offices  by  referring  to-filft  Na  ML 
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TIEU}  OF  THE  SCOTCH  FI3HESIES. 

[Consul  Bafos  Ftemiog,  EdiDbnrgti,  Jan.  17.] 

In  a  preliminary  report  the  Scottish  Fishery  Board  gives  eome 
details  of  the  catch  for  1915.  The  total  quantity  of  fish  other  than 
Bhellfish  landed  in  Scotland  was  2^97,818  hundredweight  (of  112 
pounds),  valued  at  $9,966^8,  or  an  average  of  $4.34  per  hundred- 
weight, as  compared  with  6,926^41  hundredweight.  $14,459,909.  and 
$2.09,  in  1D14,  and  7,267 j328  hundredweight,  $18,168,489,  and  $2.50 
in  1913.  'Ihe  ehortage  m  the  catch  as  ccmpai-ed  with  1914  tints 
•mounted  to  C7  per  cent,  and  in  the  corresponding  value  to  31  per 
cent,  while  the  av^ge  price  was  more  than  doubl^. 

The  greatly  reduced  landings  of  herrings  were  mainly  responsible 
for  the  decreases,  herrings  representing  61  per  cent  of  the  total  catch 
in  1913  and  63  per  cent  in  1914,  and  only  30  per  cent  of  the  markedly 
diminidied  total  last  year.  The  actual  figures  for  herrings  are 
4,449.321  hundredweight  in  1913,  4,383,235  hundredweight  in  1914, 
699,389  hundredwei^t  in  1915,  with  the  corrraponding  values 
$10,160,050,  $6,516419,  and  $2438,175. 

VblteflA  landing*— Votw  Boatf. 

The  total  quantity  of  whiteiisli,  excluding  herrings,  mackerel,  and 
other  pelagic  fish  landed  during  the  year,  was  1.522,471  hundred- 
weight, as  against  2.435,017  hundredweight  in  1914  and  2.735  052 
hundredweight  in  1913;  the  value  was  $7,714,128,  as  against  $7  819,- 
030  and  $7,945,836.  The  average  price  per  hundredweight  was  $5.07, 
being  an  increase  of  58  per  cent  on  the  price  during  1914,  and  of  75 
per  cent  on  that  for  1913.  The  average  price  of  cod  per  himdred- 
veight  in  1915  was  $5.10,  against  $2  60  in  1913.  and  of  haddoc4c  $5.11, 
against  $3.85  in  1913,  representing  increases  of  97  and  33  per  cent,  re- 
spectively. While  the  landings  of  crd  were  reduced  to  about  one-half 
of  those  of  normal  years,  the  total  value  declined  but  little;  haddock 
ehowed  only  a  small  decrease  in  quantity,  while  the  value  increased 
greatly. 

The  Fishery  Board  states  that  line  fifhermen  were  strongly  im- 
pressed during  the  rough  weather  of  winter  with  the  advantage  of 
motor  boats  over  sailing  vessels: 

Small  tlnlnff  wna  prosecuted  whenever  wenther  wonld  permit,  principally  on 
the  Enst  Coast  ami  nround  Slwtlund.  Interruptions  by  storins  were  frequent, 
trat  the  flRhermen  are,  fortnnately,  flnandnlly  in  a  l>etter  pofiitlon  than  uRual  to 
support  a  perioil  of  enforced  idleness.  In  the  roneh  weatlier  which  is  being 
eq>arienced  the  superiorly  of  motor  boats  over  sailboats  continues  very  pro- 
Dounceil,  and  In  sptte  of  increased  costs  the  denutud  for  motor  Iwats  or  tlus 
Instaiiiation  ct  engines  continues. 


EXPOBTS  FROH  BTTDAFEST  TO  nUTCTEB  STATES. 

[CoiMul  General  WllUam  Collin,  Budapest,  Bunsarj,  Dec.  31.] 

Exports  from  Budapest  to  the  United  States  during  1915,  as 
declared  at  the  American  consulate  general  at  Budapest,  amounted 
to  $165,672,  as  compared  with  $1,556,254  in  1914.  The  principal 
exports  during  the  year  consi^ed  of  brandy,  liqueurs,  toothbrushes, 
glassware,  and  mineral  water.  The  most  salient  feature  in  the  1015 
exports  to  America  was  the  total  absence  of  any  shipments  of  food- 
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BEFABTKEBT  EXHIBIT  AT  COKMXBCE  KEETIHO. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  United 
States,  held  in  Washington  this  week,  an  opportunitv  to  obtain  a 
comprdiensive  idea  of  the  work  of  the  Department  oi  Commerce  is 
afforded  by  the  exhibit  the  department  has  installed  in  l^e  small 
ballroom  of  the  New  Willard  Hotel^  within  easy  access  of  those  at- 
tending the  meetings  of  the  organization.  Glass  cases  containing 
valuable  instruments,  carefully  prepared  charts,  models,  and  fuU-^ze 
'apparatus,  samples  of  goods,  and  publications  all  give  evidence  that 
science  is  being  alUea  with  practical  experittice  in  assisting  the 
American  business  men  at  home  and  abroad. 

Practleal  Work  of  tm\gu  tad  Bomettle  Commeree. 

An  example  of  the  practical  nature  of  the  work  of  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  ana  Domestic  Commerce  is  given  in  the  hardware  samplea 
Mounted  up<m  swinging  boards,  so  they  may  be  easily  exammed, 
these  include  specimens  .both  of  hardware  sold  bv  Germany  in 
England  and  of  hardware  aold  in  South  America.  The  many  publi- 
cations  of  the  Bureau  which  are  available  in  the  hall  are  filled  with 
the  trade  facts  that  the  agents  of  the  Bureau  and  American  consular 
officers  have  gathered  in  foreign  lands  for  the  benefit  of  American 
business  men.  Many  of  these  reports  are  supplemented  by  concrete 
examples  of  the  products  described,  as  in  the  case  of  hardware.  The 
Bureau  ^ows  the  work  of  its  photostatic  machine  in  reproducing 
articles,  plans,  and  specifications,  and  among  its  other  exhibits  are: 
Circle  charts  showing  our  imports  and  exports  to  other  countries; 
graphic  charts  showing  imports  and  exports  and  the  excess  of 
exports';  maps  showing  the  locations  of  the  commercial  attach^  and 
distiict  offices  of  the  Bureau ;  and  charts  i^owing  the  present  and 
proposed  organization  of  the  Bureau. 
Bnreftu  of  Staadardf  aad  Ceaini. 

The  Bureau  of  Standards  shows  examples  of  the  practical  work 
being  done  by  that  branch  of  the  department.  Many  lines  of  indus- 
try are  touched  by  its  determination  of  facts  regarding  materials  and 
processes.  An  idea  of  the  importance  of  these  tests  to  big  and  little 
mdustrial  plants  is  given  by  the  exhibits,  which  include  new  indus* 
trial  products;  structural  steel  ingots  (sound  and  faulty):  defective 
rails,  with  the  bureau's  study  of  Ukem;  exhibits  of  bureau's  work  on 
metals  and  metallurgy;  standard  hose  coitplings  for  public  fire  serv* 
ice;  wireless  apparatus;  specimens  showing  destructive  effects  of  un- 
derground electric  currents;  samples  of  plain  and  quick- hardened 
cement  (with  instructive  labels) ;  paper  testing  and  development; 
tests  and  samples  of  textiles ;  graphic  chart  of  the  metric  ^stem ;  and 
material  illii^rating  the  metnc  system.  There  are  also  photographs 
of  the  buildings  oi  the  bureau,  of  the  test  cars,  and  of  laboratories 
and  test  equipment.  Publications  of  the  bureau  form  an  important 
part  of  its  work,  and  these  are  on  exhibition.  Some  idea  of  mront* 
etry,  as  practiced  by  the  bureau,  and  of  tiie  tests  of  weighte  and 
measures  is  given.  The  National  Electric  Safd^  Code  is  described. 

The  Bureau  of  the  Census  displays  nine  large  diagrams  showing 
the  increase  in  production  of  explosives,  petroleum-refining  procf 
acts,  beet  sugar,  sugar-refining  product^  automobiles,  and  cottony 
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Also  cotton  oonfiomption,  manofactaree  of  cities,  and  eteam  laundries. 
Vital  statietioB  ana  municipal  statistics  are  also  presented. 

Teatitres  EelatijiK  to  Transportation  by  Water. 

The  Bureau  of  Navi^tion,  Uie  Steamboat-In^>ection  Service,  the 
Bureau  of  Ligitthouses,  and  Coast  and  Geodetic  Surrey,  in  their 
supervision  of  matters  which  are  intimately  associated  with  transpor- 
tation by  water,  are  essential  parts  of  the  service  of  the  Depaitment  of 
Commei*oe.  The  Bureau  of  Navigation  shows  by  charts  how  Ameri- 
can shipping  fares  in  the  world  oontest  and  gives  on  insight  into  radio 
service,  with  samples  of  instruments  for  measuring  wave  lengths. 
The  Steamboat-ln£f>ection  Service  has  a  complete  model  of  a  steam- 
made  to  scale,  a  lifeboat  with  disengogaig  apparatus,  life  fioat 
and  boat  davit  with  boat  attached.  It  also  e^ows  a  drag  for  lifeboat, 
together  with  standard  and  condemned  life  preservers.  There  are 
instruments  used  on  diiplxHird  for  safe  navigation,  and  boiler  parts 
and  gaugis.  A  modem  revolving  lens  made  m  America  is  the  strik- 
ingly picturesque  exhibit  of  the  Lighthouse  Bureau,  and  all  the  inci- 
dental equipment  is  shown  for  the  benefit  of  the  visitor.  It  also  dis- 
plays graphic  diagrams,  charts,  and  maps  of  coast  lines,  lighthouses, 
ana  buoyt>,  with  photographs  of  its  vessels  and  stations. 

The  Coast  and  Geccktic  Survey  exhibitfi,  among  other  things,  se- 
lected charts  of  harbors,  a  topographic  map  and  a  i«lief  map  of  Rock 
Creek  Park,  and  a  model  of  a  wire  drag. 

VUhsrles. 

Besides  material  relating  to  the  tilefish  and  the  sea  mussel,  to  illusr 
trate  methods  employed  in  expiojting  new  fishery  products,  the  Fish- 
eries Bui-eau  has  seme  entertaining  exhibits  to  eIiow  what  has  been 
done  for  the  lobster  fisheiy  of  New  England,  the  pearl-button  in- 
dustry of  the  Mississippi  Valley,  the  sponge  culture  of  Florida,  and 
the  diamond-back  terrapin  culture  of  the  South  Atlantic  coast. 
Some  attention  is  given  to  the  introduction  of  the  Pacific  Coast  sal- 
mon on  the  Maine  coast,  the  bureau^s  publications  are  to  be  seen,  and 
there  is  a  map  showing  the  locations  of  laboratories,  fish  hatcheries, 
and  auxiliary  stations. 

XABKET  FOIL  WBAFFIHa  KATE3UCALS  Df  SWITZERLUn), 

[Consul  George  N.  lift,  St.  GaU.  Jan.  10.] 

St.  Gall  is  the  embroidery  center  of  the  world  and  ships  annually 
about  $40,000,000  worth  of  this  merchandise.  There  is  consequently 
an  active  demand  for  wrapping  paper  and  packing  materials,  which 
have  been  and  are  still  purchased  in  Germany,  l)ut  are  becoming 
more  and  more  difiicult  to  secure.  Local  dealers  are  therefore  seek- 
ing other  sources  of  supply,  and  it  mi^ht  be  to  the  advantage  of 
American  manufacturers  of  these  materials  to  forward  samples  to 
tiie  leading  St.  GaU  firms. 

[TUcir  nauies  may  be  obtalued  from  tlie  Burenii  of  Foreign  am]  Domestic 
Ooiumerce  or  its  OiBtrict  offices.   Refer  to  file  No.  72040.] 


The  principal  article  invoiced  at  the  American  consiUate  at  Borne, 
Italy,  for  the  United  States  during  1015  was. cheese,  to  the  value  of 
$1,164,709,  compared  with  $1,207,893  worth  for  1914. 
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TPZ  TEUmXS  OP  FEBIOOSO  ASD  8AKT.AT)ATft 
[Vice  Ooasot  WllUua  W.  Bnmnrtdc.  UmogM,  Ftanee,  Jan.  !•.] 

Tho  districts  of  Peri^ord  (Department  of  Dordogne)  and  Sarla- 
dais  are  famous  for  their  trufflee.  These  highly  prized  fungi  make 
their  appearance  during  the  first  days  of  August,  and  are  gathered 
from  then  to  the  end  of  March.  They  are  found  under  a  yarietj 
of  oak  called  the  trufile  oak  (chSne  trumer),  lalso  near  eTWgreoi 
oak  (chene  vert)  and  the  hazlenut  tree  (^noisetier). 

Those  who  make  a  specialty  of  gathering  truffles  are  called  caveur 
de  truffes.  They  search  for  them  with  trained  dogs  or  pigs,  the 
animal  locating  the  hidden  truffle  by  scent.  The  truffles  are  gathered 
every  day  or  two  and  carried  by  the  caveur  to  the  nearest  market 
town,  where  he  sells  them  to  commission  merchants,  who  buy  for  the 
large  dealers.  The  normal  price  for  truffles  is  6  frwacs  per  kilo 
about  $0.44  per  pound),  but  sometimes  the  caveur  recuves  aa  much 
as  12  and  15  francs  ($1.05  and  $1.30  a  pound). 

The  first-of-the-season  truffles  are  called  truffea  k  la  marque,  and 
are  inferior  in  quality  to  those  gathered  later.  Truffee  &  la  marque 
are  black  outside  and  white  inside,  and  have  little  or  no  fragrance. 
With  the  appearance  of  cold  weather  the  truffles  improve  in  quality 
and  acquire  a  greater  fragrance.  The  fine-quality  truffle  is  black 
outside,  black  and  gray  grained  inside  (noire  marbi-^).  The 
truffles  grown  in  Ferigord  and  Sarladais  possess  the  most  fragrance, 
and  are  generally  superior  to  those  grown  in  other  sections  of  Franca 

In  1913 — the  latest  year  for  which  detailed  statistics  are  avail- 
able— France  exported  451,500  pounds  of  fresh,  dried,  and  pickled 
truffles,  21,t>00  {wunds  of  which  went  to  the  United  States.  These 
shipments  had  an  average  value  of  $1.31  per  pound. 


TKUFFLSS  IS  lEE  VHITSD  BTATBS. 

While  truffles  have  been  found  in  the  United  States,  thev  may  be 
considered  ncmexistent  from  a  commercial  standpoint.  Europeans 
coming  to  America  who  are  familiar  with  the  habits  of  these  ruu^ 

in  hurupe  and  the  means  employed  there  to  collect  and  put  them  on 
the  market  are  naturally  interested  in  finding  them  in  this  country  in 
sufficient  quantity  to  bring  financial  returns,  but  so  far  no  truffle 
industry  has  been  developed. 

.  Dr.  B.  M.  Duggar,  collaborator  with  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  states  that  there  are  some  fmall 
species  occurring  on  the  Pacific  coast  ( 2'uber  calif  omica  approaching 
very  neorly  to  one  of  the  well-lcnown  Italian  species),  and  that  one 
form  has  been  discovered  in  Minnesota  and  ISew  York.  He  adds 
that  conditions  in  nuiny  other  regions  are  believed  to  be  not  ill- 
adupted  to  the  growing  of  truffles,  particularly  some  areas  in  Cali- 
fornia, Texas,  southern  Arkansas,  Gieorgia,  and  South  Carolina. 
Truffle  spores  are  not  readily  germinated,  and  no  extensive  introduC' 
tion  expwiments  have  as  yet  been  attempted. 

Imports  of  Truffles  and  Mashroomt. 

The  absence  of  a  domestic  truffle  industry  makes  the  United  States 
wholly  dependeat  upon  other  countries  for  its  supply  of  this  delicw^i 
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but  how  great  a  quantity  it  annually  uses  can  not  he  atatecl,  for  in  the 
American  customs  returns  imports  of  tru£9ea  are  included  with  those 
of  mushro(»n8.  These  combined  imports  during  the  past  five  years 
amounted  to : 


Imported  from— 

rni 

19U 

1913 

1914 

UIS 

rotmdfl.. 

VIS,  049 

43,  im 

SIT.  100 

196,111 

ps.m 

8r6,.'t70 
tO&,4gB 

ri,o2t 

«,322,2ffR 
1736, TflO 

S37,2W 
179, 159 

n,7ra 

617,471 
$113, 14X 
2H.<t30 
|64.1!>3 

7,Olfl,5ff7 

r^obi 

162,034 
TO1,491 

tioi.sgi 

6GA.42(I 

n in. 174 

151. 

9,127,094 
lMH,3nO 
114,280 
(fil,4e9 
257, 7«S 
$122,572 
670,210 
$122,425 
IIS,  79* 
$42,002 

6,  KM,  701 
r«,074 
96.800 
$W,  174 
» 

n 

SOT.  IK 
$117,914 
61,13$ 
$1$.  t!<3 

value. . . . 
poiinda.. 

vUu»  

potmds.. 

v«lu«»  

pounds.. 

value. . . . 
pfxmds.. 
value  

•r^"  {ffi^:: 

(J.65B,957 

7, 4m,  937 
Si,0Ll,0S3 

R,  123.371 
S1,17%.37B 

9,lfW,177 
11.300,818 

6, 196.  fit 
$9SS,Ba 

Fre^  truffles  sometimes  sell  as  high  as  $8  per  pound  in  the  New 
Toi^  market. 

JAVA  DrrEBESTEB  IH  AH£KIGAH  COTTON  GOODS. 

American  cotton  goods  have  heretofore  been  almost  wholly  un- 
known on  the  markets  of  the  Dutch  East  Indies,  according  to  Com- 
mercial Agent  R.  M.  Odell,  who  has  recently  been  condiicting  an 
investigation  into  those  markets.  Mr,  Odell  carried  with  him  a 
number  of  samples  of  American  cotton  goods,  and  he  writes  that 
eariy  in  December  he  called  on  one  of  the  large  importing  concerns 
and  left  several  of  these  samples.  He  continues: 

The  centleman  to  whom  I  giive  thetie  samples  showed  them  to  the  dealers  and 
later  telephoneil  nie  that  Severn)  of  them  were  quite  suitable  to  the  markeL 
He  said  that  he  desired  to  place  a  sample  order  tor  10  cases  of  white  drills 
like  fl  anmple  which  I  lent  him.  I  gnve  iitm  the  name  and  address  of  the  sellers 
(a  prominent  New  York  firm)  ami  he  said  that  tie  would  write  lmnie<Hntely 
to  the  hefld  office  of  his  firm  In  Rotterdam  and  have  them  place  the  order. 
I  also  called  on  another  importing  firm  with  which  I  had  left  several  samples 
for  examination  and  they  also  reported  Interest  In  the  samples  and  expressed  a 
derire  toi  get  in  touch  with  American  mnnufacturers  of  drills  and  prints. 

In  another  communication  Mr.  Odell  writes  as  follows: 

American  cotton  goods  ore  absolutely  unknown,  and  except  in  n  few  llnefl^ 
such  as  automobiles,  hanlware,  graphi^honea,  oil,  and  sewing  machines,  the 
people  seem  to  know  nothing  of  American  goods.  There  Is  no  American  Arm 
here  nnd  very  few  Araoricnn  travelers  ever  visit  the  colony.  A  considerable 
number  of  the  purchases  are  made  through  the  head  offices  of  the  local  firms, 
which  are  located  in  Itotterdnm  or  Amsterdam,  but  the  purchases  are  alHO 
made  here  whenever  it  la  desirable.  Competition  is  rather  keen,  particularly 
in  the  cotton  fjoods  trade.  There  are  10  to  12  Importers  In  Bntavia  and  perhaps 
2S  or  30  Chlnew  dealers  through  whom  the  goo<l8  are  sold  and  distrihutetl. 
The  salesmen  of  all  the  importers  canvass  the  Chinese  dealers,  and  as  they  all 
handle  very  mucli  the  same  lines,  competition  Is  naturally  very  sliarp.  Several 
of  the  Importers  stated  that  they  would  be  glad  to  receive  samples  and  prices 
of  American  goods,  Iwt  they  did  not  want  them  if  the  firm  in  New  York 
ad(^)ted  the  policy  of  sending  shnilar  Rample«  to  several  firtus.  tiecaiise  everybody 
would  be  canvftMlng  the  trade  with  the  same  cloths.  Tliis  will  be  an  Important 
point  to  bear  in  mind  If  any  American  cotton  gomls  Arm  desires  to  get  Into  the 
anrket  The  Imports  of  cotton  goods  Into  the  Dutch  Kast  Indies  are  nearly 
three  times  as  large  as  the  Imports  Into  the  Straits  Settlements,  but  there  Ui 
cmslderable  sbnUarit;  In  the  doch  used  In  the  two  markets. 
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SEIIUra  FABH  miEHEHTS  ZN  SOUTH  AUtRKUL 

[Special  AsKBt  P.  H.  tod  ICots.  Boenos  Aires.  ArgoitlM,  Dee.  18.] 

The  plows  used  at  the  experimental  farm  of  the  College  of  Agri- 
culture  of  the  University  of  Buenos  Aires  are  all  of  American  manu-r 
facture,  and  among  the  types  in  common  use  in  this  country  are 
walking  plows  7  to  14  inches  cut,  equipped  with  gauge  wheels,  rollt 
ing  coukere,  and  steel  and  wooden  handles  :  although  rolling  coulters 
are  not  used  on  the  7  and  8  inch  eazes,  which  are  employed  only  for 
cultivating.  As  the  soil  in  and  near  Buenos  Airee  is  a  light  vegetable 
mold,  nearly  any  tyi>e  stubble  or  tmf -and -stubble  bottom  plow  will 
work  perfectly.  The  moldboard  should  be  hardened  soft-center 
steel,  and  the  mare  a  cmcibk  diare. 

.  Aiciong  the  wheel  plows  aie  several  16-inch  sulky  plows  and  four  or 
five,  two  and  three  bottom  gang  plows  having  14-inch  bottoms.  The 
most  acceptable  sulky  plow  for  this  market  is  one  having  a  rigid 
cross  axle,  which  may  be  placed  over  tiie  beam  or  flush  with  it,  but 
to  allow  for  plenty  of  clearance  should  never  be  placed  under  the 
beam.  Heavy  front-furrow  and  land  wheels  shculd  be  furnished, 
and  a  solid  pres:-ei-steel  rear  wheel.  Pai'ticular  attention  should  be 
paid  to  the  construction  of  wheel  boxes  and  sand  collars  and  caps; 
the  latter  should  be  strong,  light,  and  easy  of  replacement  without 
too  great  expense,  as  it' is  a  well-known  fact  that  farm  hands  pay  very 
little  attention  to  the  proper  lubrication  of  the  wearing  parts  of 
implements  which  they  use. 

It  is  very  desirable  to  have  a  simple  steering  apparatus  for  the 
front-furrow  wheel  so  as  to  make  the  plow  take  more  or  less  land  as 
may  be  desired.  Any  complicated  construction  for  automatic  steer- 
ing must  be  avoided,  as  farm  hands  are  very  poor  mechanics  and  can 
not  be  made  to  understand  complicated  adjustments  upon  which  the 
value  of  the  tool  depends  in  its  ability  to  do  good  work. 

Act  of  Directions  In  Spanish  Bcqnired. 

The  sulky  plow  should  be  eiuipped  with  a  hardened  soft-center 
moldboard,  crucible  share,  and  extra  crucible  share,  three-horse  equal- 
izer, steel,  full  cut  16-inch  or  re^lar  18-inch  rolling  coulter,  which 
should  have  lateral  as  well  as  horizontal  adjustments.  A  weed  hook 
and  tool  box  should  also  be  furnished  and  special  care  should  be  taken 
to  include  in  each  case  containing  a  complete  plow  a  set  of  Spanish 
directions  for  setting  up  and  operating  the  plow.  The  direction 
sheets  must  also  show  a  cut  of  all  repair  parts,  each  with  its  number, 
but  for  obvious  reasons  no  prices  should  be  shown. 

The  pole  attachment  for  tx)th  sulky  and  gang  plows  should  be  fur- 
nished as  an  extra  attachment  and  not  as  part  of  the  r^ular  equip- 
ment of  the  plow.  Gang  plows  should  have  the  same  general 
equipment  as  tne  sulky  plows,  excepting  that  a  slx-horse-abreast  sted 
evenei"  will  be  required. 

Gang  plows  for  the  Argentine  must  have  greater  clearance  under 
the  beam  than  plows  used  in  the  United  States^  and  must  also  have 
greater  fore-and-aft  clearance  to  prevent  clogging  or  choking  when 
turning  undei-  long  grass  and  weeds.  The  beam  braces  must  be  ad- 
justable; that  is,  a  14-inch  gang  must  be  so  constructed  that  it  can  be 
widened  out  to  take  16-inch  furrows  or  narrowed  down  to  take  only 
2-iuch  furrows. 
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Nearly  30  per  cent  of  all  sulky  and  gang  plows  sold  in  tiie  Argen- 
tine are,  at  one  time  or  another,  equipped  with  a  corn-planter  attach- 
ment. This  attachment  should  be  constructed  in  such  a  manner  that 
it  can  be  attached  to  the  front  furrow  axle,  bein§  operated  by  means 
of  a  sprocket  on  the  front  furrow  wheel  with  either  shaft  or  chain 
drive.  Plates  for  drilling  should  be  supplied,  and  a  b*tnk  plate 
ought  to  be  part  of  the  equipment  of  each  attachment  The  planner 
sUachments  should  be  packed  apart  from  the  plows,  in  cases  of  five 
complete  attachments  to  each  case. 

The  binders,  mowers,  and  rakes  in  use  at  the  station  do  not  differ 
in  any  way  from  the  same  type  of  implements  used  in  the  domestic 
trade  in  the  States  of  Iowa  and  Illinois.  It  must  be  noted,  how- 
ever, that  there  is  a  growing  tendency  toward  the  use  of  rifrht-hand 
binders.  This  is  something  that  has  not  been  brought  to  the  attention 
of  those  not  directly  interested  in  the  binder  trade  in  the  Argentine. 

Agriculturists  here  had  opportunity  recently  to  witness  the 
operation  at  Rawson  of  a  new  narvester-thrasher^  which  is  being 
marketed  in  this  country  by  the  agents  for  the  International  Har- 
vester Co.  For  many  years  an  Australian  company  has  been  mar- 
keting a  stripper-harvwter,  which  gave  very  good  results,  the  onjy 
objection  to  it  being  the  unfinished  appearance  of  the  castings  on 
the  machine,  and  the  fact  that  it  only  strips  the  heads  off  the  stock, 
instead  of  cutting  them  off.  The  new  American  machine,  cutting  a 
snath  9  feet  wide,  cuts  the  heads  off  the  stock,  as  is  done  bT  a  erain 
binder,  and  delivers  the  heads  of  the  grain  into  a  thrashing  cylinder, 
vhere  the  grain  is  tiirashed  and  cleaned,  and  then  delivered  into 
sacks  carried  on  the  rear  of  the  machine  on  a  platform. 
.  Twenty-ftve  of  these  machines  were  sold  in  the  Argentine  last 
year,  and,  with  improvements  which  are  now  being  made,  it  is  con- 
fidently expected  tnat  the  sale  will  reach  between  2.5f)0  nnd  3.000 
machines  a  year.  It  will  entirely  take  the  place  of  headers  and 
header  binders,  which  have  been  sold  in  large  numbers;  and  will  ^ive 
the  farmer  a  small  unit,  economical  of  operation,  at  the  same  tuna 
being  efficient  and  of  simple  construction. 
Mettodt  Vonad  Sueeeitf  nl  la  Another  Line. 

It  is  believed  that  the  methods  employed  here  by  the  manager  of 
tlie  new  branch  house  of  the  Studebaker  Corporation  if  employed 
by  the  implement  industry  would  insure  success.  This  manager  hns 
had  many  years  experience  in  South  America.  After  securing  a 
location  in  the  best  part  of  the  city,  he  locked  about  for  the  most 
competent  men  he  could  find  for  his  selling  organization.  Knowing 
that  American  automobiles  were  little  known  in  this  market,  ami 
that  it  would  be  necessary  to  overcome  the  prejudice  in  favor  of 
the  Italian  and  French  cars,  he  employed  n  sales  manager  who  hiid 
been  successful  with  high-grade  Italian  cars.  The  latter  selected 
his  salesmen,  with  the  consent  of  the  manager  of  the  branch,  from 
among  Italians,  Argentineans,  and  Frenchmen,  all  of  whom  were 
well  posted  on  the  merits  of  European  cars. 

"With  a  capable  selling  organization,  in  a  position  to  talk  to  any 
customer  who  might  come  in,  in  his  own  language,  which  always 
creates  a  very  good  impression,  and  with  a  deep  interest  in  the  work 
before  thfiUHi  the  salesmen  had  half  the  battle  won.  I^judicr 
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against  American  goods  doee  not  exist,  but  before  buying  the  j)eople 
"Want  to  be  conrinced,  bv  men  having  a  good  knowledge  of  their  own 
hmguage,  that  the  article  offered  has  merit  and  that  mej  are  <iealing 
with  a  responsible  house  which  will  consider  that  once  they  have 
given  it  their  patronage  a  change  is  not  contemplated,  unless  the 
attitude  of  the  house  or  its  employees  toward  the  customer  seems 
to  indicate  that  the  relations  ai'e  not  establifihed  on  a  basis  wtdc^ 
would  warrant  their  being  continued. 

Several  Americans  here  have  studied  the  Argentine  market  and 
the  needs  of  its  people,  and  have  made  such  changes  in  their  ^oods 
as  would  appeal  to  the  people  with  whom  they  hope  to  do  buanees. 
Service  in  the  way  of  expert  advice  to  their  cusbomerB,  after  deals 
have  been  consummated,  is  very  much  appreciated.  These  eesentiaU 
may  be  applied  to  the  implement  sales  organizations  with  equally 
good  results,  and  will  commend  themselves  to  every  thinking  business 
man,  because  he  knows  that  his  euooess  at  home  is  the  result  of  giving 
the  people  what  they  want,  based  ou  a  good  knowledge  of  the  market. 


GRESIT8  nr  THE  FAX  £AST. 

ICooeal  Gecnral  Gooi^  E.  AndcrBon,  nongkong,  BritlKb  Ctaina,  Dec  21.1 

Terms  of  credit  in  the  Far  East  are  of  unusual  interest  to  Ameri- 
can importers  and  exporters  at  present,  not  onlv  because  of  extrnor- 
dinar^r  conditions  growing  out  of  the  war  and  the  dislocation  of  in- 
ternational exchange,  but  also  because  a  large  number  of  American 
concerns  are  coming  into  foreign  trade  which  have  not  been  engaged 
in  such  trade  before  or  which  are  so  largelv  increasing  their  foreign 
business  as  to  involve  practically  new  questions. 

There  are  three  kinds  of  credits  known  to  the  trade  in  the  Far 
Fast:  (1)  Dociunentary  credit,  which  is  an  arrangement  whereby 
the  seller  of  goods  presents  to  his  own  bank  a  draft  (to  which  are 
attached  all  necessary  documents)  covering  the  amount  of  the  in- 
voice and  receives  from  his  own  banker  the  full  amount  called  for, 
or  such  proportion  thereof  as  may  be  agreed  upon  in  arranging  the 
original  tenns  of  sale.  Recourse  may  be  had  upon  the  seller  in  the 
event  the  buyer  fails  to  accept  the  draft  when  presented  or  to  pay 
it  when  due.  (2)  Confirmed  credit,  whereunder  a  buyer  arrange 
through  his  banker  for  the  purchase  of  goods  for  which  the  buyer's 
bank,  through  the  bank  of  the  seller,  guarantees  pavment.  In  trans- 
actions of  this  nature  there  is  no  recoiu^e  cn  the  seller,  the  sale  being 
made  at  the  risk  of  the  buyer's  bank.  (3)  Confirmed  banker's  credit, 
whereby  the  buyer's  bank  arranges  with  the  seller's  bank  for  the 
actual  definite  purchase  of  a  draft  covering  goods  up  to  a  fixed 
amount  at  the  port  of  departure.  This  sale  is  irrevocable  and  with- 
out recourse. 

CouparatlTO  llerits  of  tlu  Three  BTstems. 

The  comparative  merits  of  these  several  systems  hinge  upon  their 
acceptability  to  the  buyer  while  at  the  same  time  affording  proper 
safety  to  the  seller,  allowing  also  for  the  convenience  of  the  banW,  for 
proper  means  of  securing  reliable  commercial  credit  ratings,  for  qtecial, 
customs  in  special  trades— in  short,  for  all  the  questions  that  go  to 
make  up  international  business.  The  nearest  approach  to.  absolota 
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aafbty  ia  the  confirmed  banker*3  credit ;  but  tim  arrangement  is  prac* 
ticable  only  for  discount  purposes,  and  in  ordinary  commercial 
transactions  its  use  is  limited.  It  is  hif^hlj  expensive  to  the  pur- 
chaser of  goods  and  is  resorted  to  only  in  ezceptitMial  cases. 

In  Europe  confirmed  banker^s  credit  is  much  more  COTumon.  Be- 
cause of  the  ease  with  which  they  can  discount  commercial  paper 
and  thus  turn  money  0T©r  rapidly  at  a  profit,  banks  in  touch  with 
Ixmdon,  the  great  discount  market,  can  afford  to  offer  moderate  ratea 

■eller*!  Btaadlnff  Also  Affecta  TranMctiou^ 

There  is  one  point  in  the  matter  of  credits  that  American  finn9 
almost  universally  fail  to  appreciate,  namely,  that  t^e  standing  of  tha 
seller  has  almost  as  much  to  do  with  the  cost  and  facility  of  obtaining 
credits  aa  doea  the  rating  of  the  buyer.  Where  an  American  firm,  for 
example,  is  well  known  to  Hongkong  bankerd  as  a  concern  of  high 
financial  Ending  and  also  as  one  that  fills  orders  carefully  and 
ships  goods  according  to  agreement,  a  credit  for  goods  purchased 
from  ^at  company  is  readily  arranged  and  a  minimum  cmnmission 
is  charged.  Where,  however,  the  buying  firm  in  Hongkong  is  of 
mediocre  standing  and  the  selling  firm  in  the  United  States  is  com- 
paratively unknown  or  is  known  to  be  a  house  whose  shipments  are 
often  questioned,  either  aa  to  the  <|nali^  of  the  goods  or  as  to  the 
condition  in  which  they  are  received,  credits  are  arranged  with 
greater  difficulty  and  at  a  higher  rate  of  commission. 

In  general  the  maximnm  difference  in  cost  between  a  documentary 
credit  and  a  confirmed  credit  is  about  on&-half  of  1  per  cent.  Where 
the  risk  and  conditions  demand  a  greater  rate  the  bnsiDeee  usually 
ia  refused.  The  matter  of  time  during  which  the  credit  must  run 
also  is  an  important  consideration.  Where  goods  can  be  ordered  and 
the  order  filled  in  three  months  or  so  there  is  leas  nsk  to  the  bank 
and  more  satisfactonr  conditions  all  around,  with  the  result  that 
the  credit  is  arranged  more  easily  and  at  a  Waller  commission  than 
where  six  months  or  more  may  be  required  for  the  delivery  of  the 
goods  and  the  closing  of  the  credit. 

Aa  Amerloaa  DlMoaat  Karket 

In  both  the  import  and  the  export  trade  of  Hongkong  and  the 
Far  East  ^nernlly,  ordinary  documentary  credits  m»y  be  taken  as 
the  standard.  Exception  in  favor  of  confirmed  credits  is  made  in 
opening  business  with  new  ccmcems  at  either  end  of  the  line  or  under 
other  exceptional  circumstances,  or  where  the  exporting  firms  ccmtrol 
the  trade  in  their  line  and  hence  can  dictate  their  own  terms.  Aa 
against  the  present  demand  among  American  manufacturers  and  ex- 
porters for  confirmed  credits  is  the  growing  insistenre  of  Hongkong 
importers  to  furnish  documentary  credits  only.  The  use  of  con- 
firmed banker^s  credits  is  very  exceptional,  involves  no  general  cus- 
tom or  policy,  and  is  arranged  with  special  reference  to  a  discount 
market. 

It  may  be  remarked  in  passing  that  it  is  understood  in  Hongkong 
banking  circles  that  a  discount  market  is  now  developing  in  the 
TJnited  States.  To  "the  extent  that  nn  American  discount  market 
has  been  built  up  there  is.  of  cmirse,  that  much  more  facility  afforded 
for  the  use  of  confirmed  ^'anker's  credits,  but  up  to  the  present  time 
thU  has  not  materially  altwed  the' situation;  ' 
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ASESICAV  HOTIOHS  FOB  COSTA  BIGA. 

TConeml  Bamnel  T.  Lee,  Ban  JosS.  Jan.  18.1 

Costa  Sica  is  beginning  to  use  varions  American  notions;  formerly 
it  purchased  such  goods  mainly  from  Europe.  Am^ican  pins  have 
been  aold  here  for  years,  but  it  is  only  recently  that  American  dress 
fasteners  have  been  put  on  sale.  Heretofore,  the  chief  competitor 
in  the  way  of  a  dress  fast^ier  was  the  "Mignon"  raiap  fastener 
(which  resembles  very  closely  the  snap  glove  fastener  in  common 
use),  but  the  supplies  of  this  fastener  hare  now  become  depleted. 
The  "  Mignon  "  Tasteners  are  mounted  on  strips  of  paper  containing 
one-half  gross  each,  and  each  strip  is  perforated  into  sections  holding 
six  fastencT^ 

Practically  all  of  the  smaller  and  lifter  notions  are  imported  by 
parcel  post  and  pay  dhtv  bv  cross  weijjbt.  Proper  packing  thus  b^ 
comes  a  most  important  factor  in  dealing  with  this  markrt.  The 
"  Mignon  "  fastener  is  mounted  on  ft^vs  of  the  very  lightest  paper 
purposely  to  meet  this  de-mand.  With  reference  to  the  American 
fasteners  now  being  imported,  there  is  considerable  complaint  against 
the  heavy  carton  used  for  moimting.  The  best  way  to  pa<^  these 
fasteners  would  he  to  place  them  loose  (in  quantities  not  less  than  1 
gross)  in  a  small  box  of  the  verr  lightest  material.  Tt  would  be  auite 
sufficient  to  mount  one  of  the  fasteners  on  the  outdde  of  each  boz^ 
If  pronerlv  packed,  lierht  notions  can  be  tripped  to'Costa  Rica  with 
a  maximum  tare  of  10  per  cent. 

While  the  leadiner  notion  housps  at  San  Josf  have  carried  onen 
accounts  with  exporting  firms  in  Europe,  this  class  of  merehandise 
customarilv  is  soM  on  90  da^*  time.  Spanish  is  used  generally  in 
commerce  throughout  Costa  Rica.  Tt  is  adyisable  to  mark  noyelties 
in  Spanish  and,  whenever  necessary,  to  accompany  them  with  de- 
scriptive literature  in  that  langunpe.  In  ouoting  prices  the  lowest 
net  figure  should  be  given,  and  this  should  not  include  postage  or 
other  shipping  costs:  these  can  be  itemized  apart  and  entered  on  the 
invoice  as  separate  charges. 

[The  R(Wresf»Rs  of  tlip  prlncliwil  Ininorterq  of  notions  nnd  alI1*Hl  llDes  Id  the 
Rnn  .Tos^  ronsiilar  district  may  bo  obtnliMHl  from  the  Bhpojiu  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  72021.] 


Eiports  from  Berlin  to  Uiiited  States. 

The  articles  invoiced  at  the  American  consulate  general  at  Berlin, 
Germany,  for  the  TTnited  States  decreaRed  in  yalne  from  $16230^1 
for  1914  to  $4,357,843  for  1915.  ITie  principal  exports  hist  year  were 
earthen,  stone,  and  china  ware,  paints,  toys,  thorium  nitrate*  artifi- 
cial silk,  forgings,  ball  bearings,  carpets,  chnKuos  and  photos,  and 
lithographs. 

BritiBh  Trade  in  Subher  and  Bubber  Oooda. 

Stntistics  showing  the  import  and  export  trade  of  the  TTnited 
Kingdom  in  gutta  percha,  rrbber,  and  rubber  goods,  compiled  at 
(he  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Conunerce  from  British  offi- 
cial statistics,  mny  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  oflkes 
by  referring  to  file  Ko.  95. 
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8HIP-CHAETEB  SATES  DRIVE  FRUOHTB  HIGHER. 

[Conaol  Ocunl  Omtss  a  Aadanon,  Bongkonc  Dec  16.] 

Quotations  on  freight  space  for  the  next  three  months  on  all  trana- 
Pacific  ressela  are  approaching  the  nature  of  speculation  in  future^ 
Rates  hare  been  further  advanced.  Onl^  such  commodities  are  lilEely 
to  be  forwarded  as  have  a  value  justifying  a  high  freight  rate.  The 
general  situation  is  complicated  bj  the  sudden  and  unusual  demand 
for  space  for  rubber,  tin,  and  other  product  of  a  high  ralue  from 
Singapore  and  the  East  Indies. 

large  Aavut  «f  Bvbber  Freed  tor  tk^meat 

The  large  amount  of  rubber  that  has  been  collected  in  the  East 
Indies,  as  »  result  of  the  embargo  on  its  export  from  British  colonial 
ports  except  to  Great  Britain,  has  been  treed  bj  the  arrangement 

Srovidin^  for  its  ^ipment  to  the  United  States  in  care  of  British 
iplcHnatic  and  consular  authorities.  This  has  resulted  in  calls  for 
c^ce  in  1,000-tnn  lots,  which  were  not  anticipated. 

The  high  frei^t  rates  are  a  reflection  of  charter  rates  which,  in 
fact,  have  become  all  but  impossible.  In  an  effort  to  cope  with  the 
extraordinary  situation  produced  by  the  removal  of  the  Pacific  Mail 
vessels  from  the  Pacific  trade,  as  well  as  to  meet  the  freight  situation 
generally,  Japace^je  companiee  have  been  chartering  vessels  at  extra-; 
ordinarily  high  rates.  The  result  has  been  that  freight  rates,  even 
at  the  preauit  adrance,  do  not  represent  a  profitable  return  upon  the 
present  charters. 

0»  MmmmjU  «f  Mlax«  to  Get  fro!per  Xetnn. 

A  fair-sized  freighter,  the  Dairen  Mam,^  recently  chartered  by  one 
of  the  leading  Japanese  companies  for  the  Hongkong-San  Francisco 
run  at  about  1,000  Hongkong  dollars  (^50  gold)  a  day,  m»de 
the  run  from  Kobe  to  Manila,  Manila  to  Hongktmg,  and  Hongkong 
to  Kobe,  filled,  and  the  total  freight  earnings,  including  all  local 
business  and  the  total  receipts  on  trans- Pacific  shipments  m  the  ves- 
sel, did  not  paT  charter  expenses.  Unless  there  is  a  modification  of 
charter  rates,  t)ierefore,  there  can  be  no  other  change  in  freight  rates 
than  further  adyancea 

The  increase  in  rates  on  the  trans- Pacific  nm  is  greater  in  pro- 
portion than  on  any  other  route,  because  trans-Pacific  freight  rates 
heretofore  have  been  the  cheapest  in  the  world,  and  present  increases 
represent  merely  an  equalizing  process. 

(Frequent  reftorts.  covering  the  (level npments  In  the  shipping  situation  la 
the  Orient  Iinve  been  rerelvwl  from  Consul  General  Anderson  during  the  pant 
year,  ami  espectnlly  durinc  the  pnst  few  months.  The  last  of  these  was 
pul)lisheil  to  GouMKBCB  Bbports  for  Jan.  31, 1916.] 


IMstriet  Offioes  of  tiie  Bureau  of  Fore^  and  Bomestio  Commeree. 

Vew  Torlc  Boom  409  ITiilteil  States  Cvstouhoiise;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
Vnited  States  Cnstomhonse;  Chicago.  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Lonls,  402  Third 
IRitional  Bank  Building:  Atlanta,  621  Tost  Office  Building;  Orleans,  l620 

Blbemla  Bank  Bnlldlag:  San  Francisco.  SOS  United  StaUs  Cnstombonse;  Seattle, 
MS  AlAftka  Bnildlng.  Cooperative  district  effloes:  Cleveland;  Chamber  of  Com- 
■uree;  ClmeliULatl,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angeles.  Chamber  of  Commerce: 
BetToit.  Board  of  Cominerce;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commeree;  Bavemport 
(Iowa),  Cwanerdal  Clnh. 
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tor  each  opportunity  sbonld  be  on  a  separate  ataeet  and  t&e  1U«  uambcr  glv«i._^-~ 

Uachineri/,  No.  20071. — A  man  In  Norway  writes  tbat  he  deslree  to  comnrant- 
cote  vrlth  American  manufacturers  of  machineo*  fm*  mnkfnR  paper  lAfsar 
contnlncri),  Rlmllar  to  a  snmpte  which  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its 
district  offices.   (Refer  to  file  No.  90;) 

Ironioood  screws,  No.  20072.— -An  American  consnlar  officer  in  the  United 
Kingdom  reports  that  a  finn  in  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with 
American  manufacturers  of  Ironwooil  screws.  It  Is  f<tate<l  that  the  firm 
Is  prepared  to  place  orders  tor  from  $2,500  to  $6,000  worth  of  these  screws. 

J*rovMon»,  No.  2007a — A  flrra  In  India  laforms  an  American  consular  ofltcer 
tliat  it  desires  to  be  placed  In  communication  with  American  exporters 
provisions  for  home  consumption.   Itef««nce8  are  g^vea. 

Iiikttande,  etc..  No.  20074. — An  American  constttar  officer  In  France  writes  that  a 
firm  in  his  district  desires  to  obtain  export  price  lists  from  Antertcan  manu- 
fncturers  of  inkstands  and  bottles  for  perfumery  and  pharmaceutical  prod- 
ucts. Quotations  should  be  c.  i.  f,  destination,  or  f.  o.  b.  New  Yorii  with 
frelglit  estimates.  Currespondence  may  be  in  RnKlish.  Sketches  of  the  ink- 
stands desired  mny  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  offices.  (Ito* 
fer  to  file  No.  71863.) 

Catmcd  and  bntllrd  proviHong,  No.  20075. — A  man  in  the  Far  East  Infomw  an 
American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  receive  price  lists,  catah^ies, 
and  full  Information  from  American  exporters  of  cannei  and  iMttled  Ooli- 
fornla  provisions. 

FertUisera,  cattle  feed,  cereaU,  patent  medieines,  etc..  No.  20079- — An  American 
constilar  officer  In  Sonth  Africa  writes  that  a  Arm  In  his  district  dcitires 
to  represent  American  manufacturers  ami  exporters  of  she^  dips,  ferti- 
lisers, nie<1k)nes  for  cnttle.  cattle  feed,  cereals,  patent  medicines,  and  other 
commodities  required  by  farniei-s.   References  are  Riven. 

Balicjflic  acid.  No.  20077. — A  firm  in  England  Informs  nn  American  consular 
oflicer  that  It  (leslres  to  receive  quotations  from  American  manufocturers 
of  salioilc  acid. 

IMhographUtg  machinery.  No.  20078. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Norway 
reports  that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalojnies,  prices, 
and  comniisslnii  rates  from  American  manufacturers  of  llthngraplring 
niachlnerj'.  Tlie  man  desires,  at  present,  one  "fly  press."  one  rotary  press, 
one  hand  press,  one  bronzing  machine,  one  small  "  fly  press,"  and  supplies 
for  drawing,  snch  as  Inks.  pai>er.  spatulas,  pins.  etc.  Quotations  are  de- 
sired  f.  o.  h.  New  York.  Oorrespondence  may  be  In  English.  'Ileferenee 
is  given.  Catalogues  Illustrating  the  machines  in  ordinary  use  In  tbat 
d)»tri(-t  mny  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.  (Refer  to 
file  No.  71007.) 

Com  oil.  No.  20070. — A  firm  in  Italy  Informs  an  American  consular  oRlcer  tbat 
It  desires  to  conmiunlcnte  with  American  exporters  of  com  oil  with  a  view 
to  establish  I  iig  agency  connections  ami  also  to  purchase  same  on  Its  nwn 
account.  CorresiKjudence  may  be  In  English,  but  Italian  or  'French  is  pre- 
ferred. 

Uetalliirf/ical  products,  No.  20080. — An  American  consular  officer  In  France 
writes  that  a  man  In  his  <llstrlct  desires  to  communicate  with  American 
manufacturers  of  metallui^lcal  products,  with  a  view  to  r^resentlns 
them,  on  a  commission  basis,  in  Portugal,  Spain,  and  their  colonies.  C!m> 
respondence  may  be  in  English. 

Lanterns,  No.  20081. — A  man  in  Northern  Africa  has  Infonaed  an  American 
conKuhtr  officer  that  he  desires  to  receive  quotations,  c.  I.  f.  Genoa  or  Naplef^ 
or  f.  0.  h.  New  York  wlih  estimate  of  freight  charges,  tt«iether  with  cata- 
logues, from  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  lanterns  similar  to 
an  Illustration  which  may  be  examine<l  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices: 
(Refer  to  file  No.  71031.)  Measurements  and  weights  of  a  given  numbw 
of  lanterns  packed,  terms  of  T>nyment.  and  full  InfornutUm  should  he  given. 
It  Is  stated  that  the  first  ohler  would  probably  be  for  1,000  latite^ns.  Oo^ 
xetfpouUence  uay  be  in  Eugllslu. 
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ITAIIAH  EHBARaO  ON  OUVE  OH. 

[CablefTam  from  Amvrtcan  consul  general,  Genoa,  received  Feb.  8.] 

The  permission  heretofore  granted  by  the  Italian  Government  for 
the  exportation  of  olive  oil  (which  is  among  the  products  specified 
in  the  Italian  embargo  list)  has  been  withdrawn  and  no  more  ship- 
ments will  be  allowed. 

SEIFHEirr  OF  ABHS  ASB  EZFIOSITES  TO  KEZICO. 

The  Department  of  State  has  issued  under  date  of  February  7, 
1916,  the  following  notice  relative  to  the  shipment  of  mmiitions  ot 
war  into  Mexico: 

In  order  to  avoid  confusion  nnd  delay  Id  Bubmltting  to  tlie  Department  of 
State  applications  for  permission  to  ship  muiiltioos  of  war  iuto  Sooorn, 
Chiliunlmn.  and  Lower  Ciilifornln.  the  following  mode  of  procedure  Is  stated 
for  the  benefit  of  those  who  contemplate  maklnj;  such  shipments: 

No  munitions  of  wnr,  such  ns  iiowder.  dynnmhe.  bhistlug  caps,  mlnlns  fuEe, 
gnus  nud  nmuiuultlous.  etc..  will  be  [termitted  to  outer  any  of  tbe  sections 
mentioned  nithout  specific  autborlzution  of  the  President.  Those  dcslrlug  to 
take  or  ship  ninnltious  into  any  of  the  territory  specified  must  malte  application 
directly  to  the  Department  of  State,  except  that  persons  niakinR  shipments  of 
nianltlons  for  the  de  facto  Goremment  of  Mexico  should  siibmit  their  appllca- 
tlouB  to  the  WashiDglon  repres^tatire  of  Oeueral  Carmuza.  Full  details  as 
to  amount,  destination,  American  bonier  port  tlirouRh  which  the  shipment  is  to 
be  sent,  purpose  for  wiilcli  intended,  and  names  of  shij^r  and  consignee  should 
be  given  with  ail  appHcatlous. 


CLEAlilHO  MACHINES  WITHOUT  BEHZIHE. 

[Coaaol  Harry  G.  Seltzer,  Brealnn,  Jap.  12.] 

It  is  announced  that  machinery  and  parts  of  same  may  be  cleaned 
quite  as  satisfactorilv  and  perhaiis  cheaper  without  benzine  or  benzol 
Uian  by  the  old  method.  The  following  practice  is  officially  recom- 
mended: 

The  parts  of  machines  should  be  boiled  In  soda  lye.  then  bnislted  while  the  lye 
itt  still  hot,  and  afterwnnls  rlnawl  In  hot  water.  Cntistlc  so«Ia  is  recomniendeii 
ns  better  than  onllnary  soda  since  It  cause.^  thefnt  or  greirse  to  dissolve  qulcher. 
in  order  to  dry  the  hot  parts  It  is  generally  only  necessary  to  let  the  renutlD* 
log  particles  of  water  evaporate. 
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JAPAHESE  FUlP  nTDUSTRT. 

[WeeUj  Balletlii,  DepartmeDt  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  Ottawa.  Jaa.  81 ;  aitract  tram 
Japaaese  Chamber  of  Commerce  Joarnal.1 

Pulp  is  produced  by  the  Oil  Paper  Manufacturing  Co.'s  branch 
in  Japanese  Saghalien,  the  Karafuto  Kogyo  (Saghalien  Industrial 
Co.)f  and  the  Tokai  Shiryo  Co.  The  first-named  started  operationa 
in  November,  1914,  and  the  second  in  September,  while  the  Tokai 
Shiryo  Kaisha  has  been  in  business  since  1907.  The  Saghalien 
branch  of  the  oil  paper  mill  contemplates  turning  oat  7,000  tons  of 
pulp  each  year.  Its  output  in  June,  1915,  was  880  tons,  the  figure 
increasing  to  450  tons  in  July  and  550  tons  in  August  The  monthly 
output  of  the  Karafuto  Kogyo  Kaisha  ranges  from  400  to  500  tons 
at  present,  but  in  future  the  annual  output  will  jprobably  be  increased 
to  8,500  tons.  The  monthly  output  by  the  Tokai  Shiryo  Kaisha  ia  at 
present  700  tons.  The  homemade  pulp  is  admitted  to  be  inferior  to 
the  importa 


The  following  table,  compiled  from  Japanese  official  statistics, 
shows  the  importa  of  paper  pulp  into  Japan  from  the  principal 
countries  of  origin  in  the  first  11  months  of  1913, 1914,  and  1915: 
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SPAIITB  TBABE  FOB  11  MONTHS. 

[Conaal  Bobertaon  Honer,  Ifadrid.] 

The  Gaceta  de  Madrid  (official  organ  of  the  Spanish  QoTomment) 
contrasts  in  the  issue  of  January  9  the  value  of  Spain's  exports  and 
imports  for  the  first  11  months  of  1914  and  of  1915.   The  unit  used 

is  the  peseta,  equivalent  to  about  $0,193.   The  figures  follow: 
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TEBERIETE-AHEBIGAK  BOABB  OF  TRADE. 

IConsal  George  K.  Btlles,  Tenerlffe,  Canary  iBlanda.] 

The  first  combination  of  business  men  brought  together  in  the 
Canary  Islands  for  exclusively  foreign-trade  purposes  with  any  one 
nation  was  organized  December  29,  1915,  under  the  title  of  "The 
Teneriffe- American  Board  of  Trade."  The  purpose  of  the  new  trade 
body,  as  stated  in  its  constitution,  is  to  increase  the  commercial  re- 
lations between  the  island  of  Teneriffe  and  business  men  in  the  United 
States. 

CoBuaerelal  Circles  Tavorable  to  the  Xorement 

The  idea  of  the  new  association  was  warmly  received  by  the  news- 
papers and  commercial  circles  generally.  The  following  comment  is 
quoted  from  the  leading  Teneriffe  daily : 

This  society  has  been  organbsed  with  19  members,  who  represent  the  majority 
of  the  more  important  commercial  honses  in  this  Islaml,  and  all  of  whom  are 
desirous  of  beln^  lntereste<1  In  our  commerce  with  the  United  States. 

Many  other  Anns  have  since  declared  their  desire  to  become  members  of  the 
new  association,  which  should  be  able  to  inau^iiite  a  new  era  In  the  commercial 
relations  between  this  Island  and  the  great  business  centers  of  North  America. 

While  a  certain  allowance  must  be  made  for  the  natural  exaggera- 
tion of  expectation  it  is  unquestionable  that  this  new  association, 
new  both  as  to  its  aims  and  character  in  these  islands,  may  be  made 
into  a  commercial  factor  of  widespread  and  fundamental  importance 
in  smoothing  awny  certain  difficulties  now  existing  to  the  extension 
of  American  trade  in  the  Canaries. 

Joint  action  on  the  part  of  representative  buyers  of  American  goods 
on  such  questions  as  freight  rates,  credits,  increased  communications, 
standard  metliods  of  packing,  financial  references,  etc.,  will  be  more 
mutually  beneficial  to  both  sides  of  the  commercial  equasion  than 
coidd  be  possible  from  scattered  and  individual  efforts  to  solve  these 
same  problems. 

COTTOV  EXFOBTS  FOB  OHE  WEEK. 

The"  cotton  exported  durinpr  the  week  ended  January  29,  1916,  at 

the  12  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United  States  follows: 


Dlstrfets. 


Georeta  

Ifaryland  

Sew  Ywk  
ortb  Carolina. 
Philadelphia... 
Sontb  CitoUna. 


Bales. 


2,ti03 
2,f»5 
18,693 


6,435 


Districts. 


Vfrsfn'a  

nalveston  

New  Orlmna. . 
San  Francisco. 
WastUngton  .. 


Total, 


Baits. 


«A,S98 
33.243 
l,C7Q 


m.391 


Imports  of  Arms  and  Ammniutioii  into  China. 

Statistics  showing  the  imports  of  arms  and  ammunition  into  China, 
and  the  countries  of  origin,  compiled  by  the  Biirenii  of  Foreign  and 
I)omestic  Commerce^  can  be  examined  at  the  Bui*eau  or  its  district 
officer  Befer  to  file  Ko.  94. 
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nnnrsTBiAL  ezfosetiov  nr  fvbta  axehas. 

tCensuI  David  J.  D.  Ujm,  Pmrta  AnaMB,  Chlla.] 

•  An  account  of  the  first  industrial  exposition  held  in  this  Chilean 
Territory  is  given  in  a  recent  number  of  El  Comercio.  The  exposi- 
tion was  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Chilean  Mutual  Aid  Society, 
at  Punta  Arenas,  in  September,  1915,  the  exhibits  being  shown  in  the 
halls  of  the  Society  of  Popular  Instruction.  The  list  of  exhibits  of 
local  manufacture  furnishes  an  interesting  review  of  the  industrial 
development  of  this  southernmost  part  ot  Chile.  They  cover  a  va- 
riety of  pa  eking- house  products,  including  glue,  soap,  bone  fertilizer, 
and  unrefined  glycerine ;  they  embrace  whalebone  and  whale  oil,  canned 
fish,  vermicelli,  brick  tile  and  paving  stone,  native  lumber,  wooden 
articles  of  Iccal  manufacture,  including  a  modem  bath  tank  for  sheep, 
smelter  models,  brooms,  feather  dusters,  tobacco  and  cigarettes,  gas 
meters  with  complete  installation  for  lighting  and  heating  with  car- 
bide, beer,  ice,  liquors  and  nonalcoholic  beverages,  candy,  cake,  car- 
riages, carts  and  wagons,  saddlery,  leather  bags,  footballs,  fur  and 
feather  goods,  knit  goods  made  on  foot-power  machines,  prindng, 
steel  engraving,  engraving  on  glam,  pyrography,  coffee  roasters  and 
grinders. 

One  section  of  the  exhibit  space  was  given  to  the  prisoners  in  the 
jail  at  Punta  Arenas,  and  they  sent  samples  of  their  work  in  wood 
carving,  cane  and  leather  work,  and  bread  flowers.  The  other  parts  of 
Chile  were  not  represented  at  this  exposition  except  by  advertising 
banners.  The  attention  of  prospective  investors  was  called  to  oppor- 
tunities to  be  found  in  the  tanning  material,  and  wood  pulp  from 
the  forests  of  Magallanes,  and  to  other  local  need  of  capitaL 


CBEAU  SEFABATOBS  IN  FOBTUOAL. 

[Conmil  General  W.  L.  Lowri«.  Usbon,  Portugal,  Jan.  6.1 

An  exceptional  opportunity  is  offered  at  present  for  the  introduc- 
tion and  sale  of  American  cream  separators  in  Portugal.  The  stock 
has  been  exhausted  and  the  market,  which  has  be^  supplied  by 
European  manufacturers  who  are  not  in  a  position  to  make  further 
shipments,  is  open.  The  best  known  type  of  separator  is  the  Belgian 
"Melotte,"  one  style  retailing  for  £15  to  £27  ($73  to  $131),  with 
capacity  per  hour  from  180  to  585  liters  (48  to  155  gallons),  and 
another  style  for  £8  to  £15  15s.  ($39  to  $76.65),  capacity  80  to  297 
liters  (21  to  78  gallons).  These  machines  are  operated  by  hand.  A 
Swedish  separatrr,  the  "Alfa-Laval,"  selling  for  about  the  same 
prices  as  the  "  Melotte,"  is  well  and  favorably  known. 

The  annual  production  of  butter  in  continental  Portugal  is  nbout 
3,000,000  pounds.  Statistics  are  not  available  as  to  the  quantity  of 
cheese  produced,  but  the  yearly  value  is  estimated  at  $2,500,000  to 
$3,000,000.  In  1913,  the  imports  of  butter  amounted  to  13,000  pounds, 
valued  at  $3,500,  and  of  cheese,  1,250,000  pounds,  valued  at  $250,000. 
Imported  butter  comes  from  England  and  cheese  from  the  Nether- 
lands. 

[A  list  of  dealers  In  cream  separators  In  LlfiboD  may  be  obtained  at  the 
Btirenu  eft  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Ita  district  offices.  Refer  to  file 
No.  72101.1 
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SOLLAS  EZCHUfOE  TTBITEB  STATES  ABS  CHILE. 

ICommerdal  Agent  B.  C.  Porter,  New  York.] 

One  of  the  interesting  developments  in  international  finance  and 
exchange  transactions  has  been  the  growth  in  the  use  of  dollar  ex- 
change in  financial  transactions  between  the  United  States  and  Chile, 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  London  credits  were  cut  in  half  and  it 
became  difficult  for  the  Braden  Copper  Co.  and  the  Chile  Copper  Ca, 
American  companies  working  in  Chile,  to  secure  Chilean  currency 
with  which  to  pay  the  workmen.  It  become  necessary  for  these  com- 
panies to  sell  90-day  sight  drafts  drawn  on  New  York  in  pounds 
sterling,  in  order  to  secure  funds  for  the  purpose  of  paying  off  the 
workmen.  This  expedient  could  not  be  utilized  over  a  considerable 
period  of  time,  as  the  purchasers  of  such  sterling  bills  could  never  be 
certain  as  to  the  exact  amount  in  dollars  which  they  would  receive  for 
each  pound  sterling  when  the  bills  became  due.  To  obviate  this 
difficulty  dollar  exdiange  was  the  only  i>ractical  solution  and  Mr. 
LiCopold  Frederick,  director  of  the  American  Smelting  &  Refining 
Co.  and  treasurer  of  the  Braden  Copper  Co.  and  Chile  Copper  Co., 
took  active  steps  in  order  to  make  it  possible  for  a  practical  use  of 
dollar  exchange  in  handling  financial  transactions  between  Chile  and 
the  Unittd  States. 

Mr.  Frederick  was  able  to  secure  the  cooperation  of  the  Chilean 
Government  and  official  quotations  for  dollar  drafts  in  Valparaiso 
"Was  established,  and  later  a  regular  trade  in  dollar  exchange  grew  up 
at  Valparaiso  and  Antofngasta.  In  addition  to  the  support  of  ;  the 
Chilean  Government,  through  the  establishing  of  official  quotations 
for  dollar  drafts,  the  Government  also  is  drawing  up  a  bill  decreeing 
that  the  payment  of  export  duties  on  shipments  of  nitrate  of  soda  to 
the  United  States  should  be  in  90-day  sight  bills  drawn  in  dollars  on 
Kew  York. 

The  American  Smelting  &  Refining  Co.,  the  Braden  Copper  Co., 
and  the  Chile  Copper  Co.  handle  a  Targe  amount  of  business  with 
Chile.  During  the  last  four  months,  through  Mr.  Frederick's  plan, 
75  per  cent  of  the  Chilean  business  of  these  companies  has  actually 
been  financed  in  90-day  bills  on  New  York,  and  there  has  been  a 
considerable  employment  of  dollar  exchange  by  the  companies. 

This  development  in  the  use  of  dollar  exchange  in  financial  trans- 
actions with  Chile  is  a  hopeful  augury  of  a  more  general  use  of  dollar 
exchange  in  the  handling  of  American  business  in  all  parts  of  the 
-world.  Mr.  Frederick  is  entitled  to  a  great  deal  of  credit  for  his 
active  and  able  efforts  in  behalf  of  dollar  exchange. 


Live  Stook  in  Wales. 


Vice  Consul  Hamilton  C.  Claibome,  at  Swansea,  Wales,  in  answer 
to  inquiries  from  the  United  States,  reports  that  Wales  is  not  espe- 
cially noted  for  its  poultry,  but  breeds  large  quantities  of  live  stock. 
In  the  county  of  Carmarthenshire  33,053  pigs  and  2*2,743  horses  are 
bred  yearly,  and  in  Brecon  523,213  sheep  are  raised  annually.  Other 
counties  fall  somewhat  below  the  above  figures,  but  the  numbers 
are  comparatively  large.  Cattle  of  various  kinds  ara  extensively 
raised,  and  Welsh  mutton  is  justly  renowned. 
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HEW  nrcoME  TAX  nr  frahce. 

(Cooml  Oetwral  A.  K.  Ttaadtan.  Paris,  !»&  81.] 

On  July  15,  1914,  the  French  Parliament  accepted,  and  tiie  Presi- 
dent signed,  a  law  establishing  new  taxes  in  the  form  of  an  income 
tax.  The  law,  however,  included  a  clause  which  {Permitted  the  Minis- 
try to  put  off,  by  successive  decrees,  the  ap^ication  of  the  tax  imtil 
such  time  as  might  be  considered  suitable.  By  the  law  of  December 
5:6,  1914,  the  application  of  the  tax  was  postponed  until  January  1, 
1916. 

Recently,  there  has  been  considerable  agitation  for  a  further  post- 
ponement of  the  application  of  the  tax,  but  the  Chamber  of  Depu- 
ties on  December  28,  1915,  and  the  Senate  on  December  29  voted  the 
immediate  application  of  the  law,  which  therefore  comes  into  effect 
as  from  January  1, 1916. 

Basis  of  Taxation. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  new  law  incomes  up  to  5,000  francs 
($965)  are  entirelv  exempted,  and  this  amount  is  to  be  deducted  be- 
fore Uie  tax  is  calculated.  On  incomes  above  5,000  francs  the  tax- 
payer will  pay  2  per  cent  (a)  on  one-fifth  of  his  income  between  5,000 
and  10,000  francs,  (&)  on  two-fifths  of  his  income  between  10,000  and 
15,000  francs,  (c)  on  three-fifths  of  his  income  between  15,000  and 
20,000  francs,  {d)  on  four-fifths  of  his  income  between  20,000  and 
25,000  francs,  and  (e)  on  the  whole  of  his  income  above  25,000  francs. 
If,  however,  a  taxpayer  is  married,  has  children  dependent  upon  him, 
or  relatives  or  other  persons  living  at  his  expense,  he  is  granted  cer- 
tain deductions. 

Taxes  are  to  be  assessed  only  on  the  net  revenue,  which  is  con^d- 
ered  to  be  that  of  the  previous  year  subject  to  the  deduction  of  busi- 
ness deficits  in  agi-icultm'al,  commercial,  and  industrial  enterprises, 
of  interest  on  loans  or  debts  in  his  name,  of  life  pensions  paid  by  him 
which  are  not  of  a  voluntary  character,  and  of  other  direct  taxes  paid 
by  him- 

Offlotal  Assessnent  In  Abienee  of  DeelaratlDit. 

A  taxpayer  who  fails  to  make  a  declaration  will  be  officially 
assessed.  In  cases  where  the  taxes  are  fixed  by  the  authorities,  and 
where  no  definite  information  is  to  be  had,  the  taxable  revenue  can 
not  exceed:  (l)On  freehold  land,  with  buildings  or  not,  a  sum  equal 
to  the  net  revenue  serving  as  a  basis  for  the  property  tax;  (2)  on 
agricultural  profits,  a  sum  equal  to  one-half  of  the  rental  of  the  land 
cultivated;  (3)  in  the  case  oi  all  professions  paying  a  license,  a  sum 
equal  to  30  times  the  amount  of  the  license. 

Revenue  authorities  are  not  permitted  to  demand  the  production  of 
any  boolts,  accounts,  or  papers.  If  they  do  not  accept  the  statement 
of  the  taxpayer,  the  case  beKx>mes  one  for  a  court  of  justice.  Any  tax- 
payer understating  his  income  is  liable  to  double  taxes  on  the  unde- 
clared portion. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Mines^  in  cooperation  with  the  State 
of  Tllinois,  has  issued  Bulletin  99, "  Mme-ventilation  stoppings,  with 
especial  reference  to  coal  mines  in  Illinois."  Comparisons  of  the 
efficiency  of  the  different  types  are  given. 
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KAEACEI  FO&T  XaiTST  AEPORT  FOE  PAST  YEAS. 

[Consal  James  Oliver  LolBf,  Karoebl.  India,  Bee.  20.] 

The  Karachi  Port  Trust  closed  its  fiscal  year  on  March  31,  1915, 
with  a  deficit  of  $132,825,  caused  by  disturbances  to  commerce  in- 
cident to  the  war.  Receipts  for  the  year  totaled  $1,086,759  (or 
$485,477  less  than  in  1913-14)  and  expenditures  $1,219,084.  The 
revenue  from  the  wharves  amounted  to  $579,900  (against  $811,078 
in  the  preceding  year),  and  the  working  expenses  of  the  wharves 
were  $318,810  (contrasted  with  $362,390). 

-  Imports  landed  at  the  wharves  during  the  year  aggregated  697,958 
tons,  against  1,067,004  tons  in  1913-14,  the  decrease  being  distributed 
among  all  commodities.  Shipments  during  the  year  amounted  to 
1,015,663  tons;  in  1913-14  the  total  was  1,483,069  tons;  the  falling  off 
was  chiefly  in  wheat,  barley,  and  rape-seed. 

The  number  of  vessels  entering  the  port  was  3,076,  with  a  tonnage 
of  1,933,154,  against  3,163  vessels  (of  2,056,379  tons)  in  1913-14.  The 
steamers  that  entered  numbered  852  (of  1,823,937  tons),  against  930 
(of  1,941,407  tons)  in  the  preceding  year. 

lOnpTOTements  in  Tn^rest. 

The  draft  agreement  to  lease  building  sites  in  WUlingdon  Place 
[see  Commerce  Reports  for  Jan.  6,  1915]  has  been  approved  by  the 
Government  of  India  and  work  cn  new  buidings  may  be  expected  to 
begin  as  soon  as  quieter  times  cc  me  to  Karachi. 

During  the  year  a  new  passenger  landing,  480  by  76  feet,  was 
built  at  a  cost  of  $50,910.  Other  improvements  include  widening 
Napier  Mole  Bridge  by  30  feet  and  improvements  in  railroad  yards 
costing  $188,950.  The  West  Wharfage  scheme,  which  is  to  add  six 
docfas  capable  of  receiving  the  largest  trading  steamers,  progressed 
tilowly,  but  an  expenditure  of  $127,341  was  made  in  preparing  for 
the  docks.  This  makes  a  total  of  $438,490  expended  on  the  scheme 
since  its  inception  several  years  ago. 

Improvements  in  the  lower  harbor  will  be  undertaken  soon,  a 
credit  of  $819,194  having  been  set  apart  for  the  purpose.  Ihe 
work  will  consist  largely  of  dredging.  The  channel  will  be  deepened 
to  32  feet  6  inches  at  low  water.  This  will  enable  any  sliip  that  can 
pass  thi'ough  the  Suez  Canal  to  enter  Karachi  Harbor.  Curing  the 
year  597,200  tons  were  dredged,  as  against  812,975,  in  1913-14. 

Three  additional  35-hundredweight  cranes  were  erected  in  the 
year  under  review. 

aUAEAHTIKE  HOSPITAL  FOE  BUENAVEWTTJEA. 

The  Government  of  Colombia  is  authorized  by  a  recent  law  pub- 
lished in  the  Diario  Oficial  to  erect  a  temporary  quarantine  hospital 
at  Buenaventura,  where  persons  suffering  from  yellow  fever  or 
other  epidemic  may  be  isolated  pending  the  construction  of  the  pro- 
posed sanitary  station  [see  Commerce  Reports  for  Jan.  22,  1916], 
The  law  specifies  that  a  structure  for  the  quarantine  hospital  may  be 
Ordered  by  cablcgi'am  from  a  foreign  country,  and  it  must  be  ready 
to  be  put  together  and  set  up  in  the  shortest  time  possible.  In  addi- 
tion to  temporary  measures,  plans  for  the  comi^lete  and  permanent 
sanitation  of  Buenaventura  are  now  under  consideration. 
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[CoDBol  FrankUn  D.  Hale.  HoMenrfMd.  Bwla^  Jan.  !«.] 
SliOTtve  of  Wuhlng  Bods  ntrMteaed* 

'  Housewives  here  are  threatened  with  a  shortage  of  washing  soda, 
largely  used  for  cleaning  purposes.  Many  retailers  already  report 
that  their  stocks  are  depleted  or  entirely  gone^  and  there  will  be  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  a  new  supply.  Even  when  still  obtainable,  the 
price  of  soda  has  greatly  advanced. 

Coal  Dealer*  Seek  Hzliiff  of  Karimnm  Prloe. 

Higher  prices  for  coal  will  be  felt  locally  by  both  domestic  and 
mill  users,  although  every  effort  is  bein^  made  to  establish  a  maxi- 
mum price  beyond  which  dealers  in  this  most  important  article  in 
a  manufacturing  community  may  not  be  allowed  to  go.  Many 
dealers  are  themselves  active  in  this  movement 

It  is  claimed  that  the  annual  output  of  coal  in  this  country  could 
be  increased  by  13,000,000  or  14,000,000  tons. 

Xethoda  of  Extendliiff  Forel^  Trade. 

The  local  press  is  calling  attention  to  a  recently  publi^ed  British 
consular  report,  advising  manufacturers  as  to  the  way  they  may 
retain  the  trade  they  have  secured  during  the  war.  They  are  urged, 
to  send  commercial  travelers  abroad,  for  personal  visits  to  prospec- 
tive customers,  to  find  out  exactly  what  kind  of  goods  they  refjuire, 
establish  prices,  dates  of  delivery,  terms  of  credit,  and  to  discuss 
any  other  (questions  which  may  be  vital  to  the  accomplishment  of  the 
object  in  view. 

It  is  claimed  in  this  report  that,  as  a  rule,  commercial  travels 
from  the  Continent  have  scientifically  mastered  the  questions  of 
tariffs  and  freights  in  all  the  countries  in  which  they  have  desired 
to  find  a  market  for  their  goods,  and  it  is  urged  upon  the  Britidi 
manufacturers  that  they  adopt  similar  methods. 

Possibly  this  advice  may  be  offered  to  Americans.  It  is  a  fact 
that  not  one  commercial  traveler  representing  concerns  in  the  United 
States  called  at  this  consulate  in  1915,  and  none  are  known  to  luvo 
visited  the  district. 

Catalogues  may  sometimes  create  interest;  soliciting  letters  may 
sometimes  bring  replies;  the  efforts  of  the  consul  may  frequently 
bring  about  a  business  acquaintance  resulting  in  more  or  less  trade; 
but  probably  none  of  these,  or  all  combine<^  can  be  as  effectual  in 
accomplishing  a  satisfactory  mutual  trade  relationship  as  the  per- 
sonal  visit  of  an  active  representative,  an  exhibition  by  sample  or 
otherwise,  and  an  explanation  of  the  goods  sought  to  be  sold. 


LIST  OF  PT7BLICATI0KS  OF  TEE  DEPASTHENT. 

A  list  of  publications  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  which  are 
available  for  distribution,  revised  and  corrected  to  February  1,  1916, 
has  been  issued.  This  is  the  13th  edition  of  the  pamphlet,  which  is 
published  twice  each  year.  The  various  publications  of  the  depart- 
ment are  grouped  under  the  respective  bureaus  by  which  they  were 
issued.  Copies  of  the  list  may  be  obtained  from  the  Division  of 
Publications,  Department  of  Commerce. 
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TOBTUOUKSE  OFERIVO  70S  AHEBICAV  LEAISEB. 

CCtnwid  Oen«nl  W.  L.  Lowrle,  Lisbon.  Jsn.  22.] 

The  market  for  leather  at  Oporto,  Portugal,  is  considered  strong 
and  dependable,  orders  being  Do(^ea  for  goods  valued  from  $5,000 
to  $20,000.  One  single  firm  gave  an  order  recently  for  $80,000.  Nor- 
jnal  qualities  and  ^zes  are : 

Box  calf — black  and  brown  shades,  medlam  weight,  each  dozeo  130-140 
square  feet  Little  draiand  for  thick  or  light  skins.  Large  sales. 

Patent  leathei^alf  skins,  thick  for  men's  footwear;  size.  12-18  square  feet. 
Half  skins,  thin,  for  ladles;  stee,  8-12  square  feet.   Large  sales. 

Patent  kid — raerlium  weight,  50-60  square  feet. 

Olac6  kid — black  and  colors,  medium  weight,  50-60  square  feet. 

-  Present  terms  are  cash  against  documents.  This  is  a  favorable  time 
for  opening  the  market  to  American  exporters  of  leather,  provided 
they  can  arrange  shipping  facilities.  An  excellent  bu^ess  may  be 
d<»e,  if  properly  conducted. 

GOTEBHKENT  AlOinilSTBATIOir  07  BAIT  mSSB  TEHEZITELA 

The  lease  of  the  Venezuelan  salt  mines  by  the  Kiver  &  Coast  Navi- 
gation Co.  having  expired  on  December  31,  and  no  applications  for 
ano&er  lease  havmg  been  received  in  response  to  a  call  issued  in  Ko< 
vember  last,  the  Government  of  Venezuela  took  over  the  direct  admin-, 
istration  of  the  salt  mines  on  January  1,  1916,  in  accordance  with  a 
pre^dential  decree  in  the  Diario  Oficial.  The  Ministry  of  Finance  will 
establish  warehouses  or  agencies  for  the  sale  of  salt  m  such  localities 
in  Venezuela  as  seem  most  likely  to  furnish  customers.  The  salt  re- 
maining in  or  en  route  to  the  existing  warehouseis  or  agencies  at  the 
termination  of  the  contract  with  the  navigation  company  will  be 
bubject  to  a  tax  of  0.25  bolivar  per  kilo  (2.23  cents  per  pound),  this 
tax  to  be  i>aid  on  or  before  July  1, 1916.  The  expense  oi  taking  over 
the  administration  of  the  salt  business  is  to  be  met  by  a  specially  au- 
thcfized  credit  of  300,000  bolivars  ($57,800). 

EHPIOYEES  IK  UOHTHOVSE  SEBVICE  COHMEKDED. 

Secretary  of  Commerce  Redfield,  during  the  past  three  weeks,  has 
ccnumended  several  employees  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Light- 
houses for  courageous  acts.  Those  who  received  commendation  were: 

Joseph  Kllgore,  kceiter  of  Griind  Iliiven  PIcrhend  Rnnge  Light  Station,  Mich., 
fMT  ossistiince  rendcrcil  to  two  men  of  the  ITnlted  States  Coast  Guard  who  were 
In  danger  of  belnji  ciirrlml  out  into  Ijikc  .Miciiigitn  by  the  Ice. 

'Berber  G.  Sinvyer.  ktviH?r  of  itcnr  Islsnid  Light  Stiition,  Me.,  for  towing  to 
Islesford,  Me^  o  dlsiibhnl  motor  liniiirh  u-liicli  wnx  adrift  with  one  man  aboard. 

CapL  Jnmes  W.  Sterlins,  eonunnndiiiK  tlie  liRhtliouse  tender  Hibisciu,  for 
running  a  liite  to  the  schooner  Hilda  IU»ma,  jind  thereby  preventing  that 
schooner  from  drifting  onto  the  rocks  in  Moosnbec  Reach,  Me. 

Wilbur  P.  Outten,  commanding  the  lighthouse  tender  Laurel,  for  service 
rendered  in  towing  the  sloop  Silver  Spray,  of  Wnnchese,  N.  C,  to  Croatan 
Sound,  M.  C  for  harbor,  af^  the  mast  of  the  sloop  bad  beea  carried  away  by 
a  strong  wind. 

Consul  Harvey  G.  Seltzer  reports  under  date  of  January  15  that 
tiie  Union  of  German  Calico  Manufacturers  announced  a  further  10 
per  cent  increase  in  prices  for  all  calico  articles,  effective  from  Jan- 
uary 1, 1916. 
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GEHE&AL  ECOHOMIC  CONDITIOHS  IN  SWITZEBIABS. 

[Vice  Consul  neglmild      Williams,  8t  Gall.] 

One  of  the  results  of  the  war  has  been  the  impetus  ^ven  to  the 
development  of  Swiss  a^culture^  the  importance  of  which,  prior  to 
the  outbreak  of  hostihties  in  Europe,  had  been  somewhat  over- 
shadowed by  the  ever- increasing  progress  of  manufacturing.  The 
harvest  of  1915  is  now  completed,  and  the  crops  were,  in  ^nerah 
satisfactory.  The  reduced  imports  from  neighboring  countnes  and 
higher  freights  on  over-sea  supplies,  together  with  some  other  fac- 
tors of  a  less  direct  nature,  nave  resulted  in  a  rUa  in  prices  for 
domestic  products  that  has  augmented  the  purchasing  power  of  the 
Swiss  agricultural  class,  and  this  has  naturally  had  a  ben^cial  in- 
fluence upon  other  industries. 

The  fruit  crop  was  excellent,  and  a  good  vintage  in  most  districts 
succeeded  a  rather  long  series  of  poor  ones.  The  price  of  Swiss 
wines  will  benefit  from  the  restrictions  placed  upon  the  exportation 
of  beverages  by  France  and  Italy,  should  those  countries  maintain 
such  restrictions.  There  seems  also  to  have  been  an  increase  in  the 
output  of  Swiss  milk  products. 
Improvement  Evident  in  Certain  Indnstrles. 

While  it  can  not  be  denied  that  Swiss  industry  is  in  a  more  or 
less  critical  situation  owing  to  the  war,  still  certain  signs  of  ameliora- 
tion are  visible.  The  balance  sheet  of  Swiss  commci'ce  with  several 
foreign  countries,  including  the  United  States,  presents  a  much  more, 
favorable  aspect  than  was  the  case  a  few  months  ago.   The  three, 

?rincii)al  industries  of  Switzerland — now  that  the  hotel  industry  has 
alien  into  a  very  marked  decline  [see  Commerce  Reports  for  Aug. 
20,  1915] — are  the  silk,  the  watch,  and  the  embroidery  industries,  a& 
of  which  give  evidence  of  improvement. 

The  returns  of  the  Swiss  railway  system  also  cast  light  upon 
economic  conditions  in  Switzerland.  In  September,  1915,  the  rail- 
ways transpoited  1,138,000  tons  of  merchandise,  as  against  700,000 
tons  in  September,  1914,  and  1,245,000  tons  in  the  like  month  of  1913; 
and  fcr  the  first  nine  mcnths  of  1915  the  traffic  (ro,752,000  tons)  was 
almost  ias  heavy  as  in  the  pre-war  period  of  January-September, 
1913,  when  10,843,000  tons  of  merchandise  were  transported. 

All  these  are  factors  that  have  aided  in  making  the  present 
economic  situation  more  satisfactory  than  would  generally  have  been 
expected. 

Increased  Salaries  for  Vederal  Employees. 

The  Federal  Council  of  Switzerland  has  lately  been  occupied  with 
the  preparation  of  the  budget  for  1916.  It  appears  that  the  excess 
of  expenditures  over  reA^enues  is  estimated  at  40,000,000  francs 
($7,720,000).  In  this  amount  are  included,  among  other  items, 
13,000,000  francs  ($2,509,000)  for  the  payment  of  interest  and  the 
amoitization  of  the  Federal  mobilization  loan.  The  interest  on  Gov- 
ernment leans  amounts  in  all  to  over  25,000,000  francs  ($1,825,000). 

There  is  also  added  to  the  deficit  a  sum  of  about  2,000,000  francs 
($380,000)  for  the  payment,  from  Januarr  1,  1916,  of  the  legal  in^ 
crease  in  the  salaries  of  Government  officials,  as  such  salaries  increase 
automatically  at  the  end  of  every  three  years  of  service.  For  1916 
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the  officials  will  ree^Te  the  legal  increase  of  SOO  to  400  francs  ($58 
to  $77)  that  would,  under  Kunmal  conditions,  have  been  payable  on 
April  1,  1915.  The  budget  plan  of  the  Department  of  Finance  had 
contemplated  that  for  1916  the  Government  employees  were  to  rer 
ceive  only  half  of  the  legal  increase,  and  the  full  amount  was  to  be 
given  to  them  in  1917 ;  but  the  Federal  Council  has  decided  to  allow 
officials  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  full  increase  from  January  1, 1916, 
in  view  of  the  continued  increase  in  the  cost  of  living  in  Switzerland. 
Coit  of  Llvti^. 

On  the  subject  of  the  cost  of  living  in  Switzerland  Prof.  Lorenz 
has  recently  published,  in  the  Journal  Commercial  et  Industriel 
Suisse,  a  study  of  the  present  cost  of  provisions  in  the  (Hfferent 
Cantons.  At  the  head  of  the  list  in  point  of  cost  is  Orisons,  owing 
in  part  to  the  slow  and  difficult  means  of  communication;  then  follow 
St.  Gall,  the  Valais,  Geneva,  Ticino,  Zug,  Lucerne,  Schaffhausen, 
Thurgau,  Vaud,  Zurich,  and  Fribourg.  All  of  these  Cantons  are 
above  the  average  level  of  prices  for  Switzerland,  and  foodstudb  are 
higher,  even  in  normal  times,  than  in  other  sections. 

The  Cantons  under  the  average  level  of  prices  for  Switzerland,  ac- 
cording to  Prof.  Lorenz,  are  Basel,  Solothurn,  Aargau,  the  forest 
Cantons,  and  the  German  part  of  the  Canton  of  Bern.  It  is,  however, 
in  the  Bernese  Jura  and  at  Neuchatel  that  prices  are  lowest.  Prof. 
Lorenz  shows  the  probability  of  a  further  rise  in  the  price  of  milk 

Products,  meat,  sugar,  and  eggs,  but  calculates  that  grain  products — 
our,  for  example — may  show  a  gradual  reduction  from  the  present 
war  level. 

War  conditions  have  caused  a  change  in  the  habits  of  the  wood 
carvers  of  the  Oberland,  who  have  more  or  less  abandoned  the  fash- 
Usamg  of  little  bears  and  tiny  Swiss  chalets  in  order  to  devote  them- 
mlvea  to  making  artificial  limbs.  In  all  the  Oberland  praiseworthy 
efforts  are  being  made  to  procure  new  meaiis  of  livelihood  for  the 
many  who  have  lost  employment  through  the  widespread  break- 
down of  the  hotel  industry;  in  the  Simmenthal  the  mimicipal  au- 
thorities are  seeking  the  means  of  creating  a  "house"  industry;  in 
the  valley  of  Lauterbrunnen  people  are  trying  to  find  new  markets 
for  spindle  lace,  which  has  been  a  slowly  developing  industry  there 
for  some  years  past;  in  the  Oberhasli  instruction  is  being  given  in 
wea\ing  straw. 

AKEBICAH  CONSTTIAR  OmCEBS  OH  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  bu^ness  men  and 
commercial  organizatitms  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions : 


Kim. 


Ucinof 
venue. 


Addnsf. 


Hsnrafbo,  Veneiaela . 
8an  Luis  Potoai, 
Mexico. 


Feb.  17 
Feb.  13 


153  Church  Str«t,  Mobtlo,  Ala. 

\aOo  North  Bush  SUeet,  Santa  Ans.CaL 


Mnflle,  Edvln  L 
Ooodkr,  luws  H 


Apr.  1 
Uar.  I 


Var.  II 


1021  CUnfon  Ftwt.  PhM«lclrhla,  Pa. 
1978  Wflsissih  i-tre«t,CIevetand.  Ohtn. 
nepartnwiii  of  SlsU>,Washlnctoii,  O.C. 
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VENEZUELA  IHFOETS  OF  PEBFUHEBT. 


[CoDBul  Ronwr  Brett.  La  Ooaln,  Jan.  IT.) 

It  might  be  inferred  from  the  steady  decline  in  Venezuela's  imports 
of  perfumery  since  1911  that  the  demand  is  decreasing  but  such  ia 
hardly  the  case.  Undoubtedly  there  was  overimportation  in  1912 
and  hjeld-over  stock  largely  sufficed  for  1913;  and,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  war,  1914  would  nave  shown  larger  purchases  than  the  year 
preceding. 

Importations  of  perfumery  into  Venezuela  since  1911  have  been  as 
follows : 


Imports  (rozn — 

1911 

1913 

1913 

1914 

8mnnU& 
1916 

$25,  nw 

15.304 
19. £96 
70,59S 
30.741 

n.m 

»4,rt8 

10,  Ml 
27,  fW 
«Q,381 
28,537 
3,971 

r4.7(B 
1A.665 
13  069 
f  3, 1-13 
17,931 
13,945 

$22,829 
12,^96 

7,770 
43,481 
13,8(« 

2,743 

I9,S29 

5,273 

as,  ASS 
1,787 
183 

173,  U4 

192,861  1  137,478 

101,  COS 

43,224 

How  to  Increase  Sales. 

The  United  States  occupies  second  place  as  a  supplier  of  perfumery 
to  Venezuela,  but  its  share  of  this  trade  is  only  about  20  per  cent, 
although  its  percentage  of  Venezuela's  total  imports  is  66§.  Why  it 
should  have  done  so  much  better  in  1912  is  not  now  discoveraole. 
The  reasons  for  the  lend  of  European  manufacturers  in  this  line  are 
evident.  They  have  resident  agents  in  Caracas,  and  their  perfume  is 
of  good  quality  and  comes  in  attractive  packages.  The  facts  of  most 
importance,  however,  are  that  they  give  liberal  credits  and  that  their 
advertisements  appear  in  every  issue  of  the  local  new»papei's,  whereas 
until  recently  no  announcements  of  American  perfumery  have  ap- 
peared in  the  newspapers  of  Caracas,  where  probably  four-fifths  of 
the  perfumery  is  sold,  and  even  these  seem  to  be  rather  spasmodic 
Undoubtedly  in  this  line  the  prestige  of  some  of  the  European  trade- 
marks counts  for  much,  but  this  market  is  exceedingly  well  disposed 
toward  all  American  goods,  and  a  distinctively  American  line  of  per- 
fumery in  attractive  packages  and  well  advertised  should  find  ready 
bale. 

Perfumery  is  sold  by  some  of  the  druggists,  but  most  of  the  sales 
are  made  by  department  stores,  milliner^^  stores,  bazaars,  and  men's 
outfitters.  The  best  way  to  seek  trade  is  through  a  good  resident 
a^nt,  who  can  visit  the  numerous  dealers  with  samples,  but  some 
direct  orders  may  be  secured  by  correspondence.  To  the  list  of  deal- 
ers in  toilet  articles  in  the  Trade  Directoi^  of  South  America  for  1914 
should  be  added  all  firms  listed  as  handlmg  dry  goods,  cotton  goods, 
or  clothing. 

[Copies  of  the  Tmde  Directory  of  South  America  inny  be  obtnlr*^  'rom  tbe 
8U|)erlntendent  of  docuiiients.  Government  rrliUliig  Office.  WnsLIugtoo,  I>.  C,  or 
from  any  of  the  district  offices  of  the  Biirenii  of  Foreign  nod  Domestic  Com- 
merce; price,  $1.  A  list  of  <lritgf;I»t»,  inerclmnts,  af^ents,  etc.,  in  Garnca<i  whose 
iiatnes  do  not  npiiear  In  tbe  Directory  may  be  hnd  apoii  nppllcatlon  to  tbe 
Bureau,  of  Foreign  aiul  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices  by  refarrlng  to 
tile  No.  72133.] 
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asw  urns  op  ahebigak  goods  fob  asdalitsia. 

[Conmi  mibor  T.  Gneej,  Sertlle,  Spain.  Jan.  8.] 

Each  nuMith  that  passes  sees  new  American  goods  introduced  into 
Andalusia.  During  the  December  quarter  a  Seville  importer  sent  a 
trial  ordw  for  notions  to  a  manufacturer  in  the  United  States  whose 
address  was  supplied  him  by  this  consulate,  and  it  is  his  intention  to 
send  larger  orders  if  the  goods  prove  satisfactory.  American  paper 
fasteners  and  other  stationery  supplies  were  also  placed  on  sale  here 
as  a  result  of  the  trade-extension  work  of  the  Seville  consulate. 

During  the  quarter  it  was  also  noticed  that  many  American  goods 
are  entering  this  market  through  other  ports  of  Spain.  Many  of 
(he  local  confectioners  are  exhibiting  American  candies,  chocolates, 
preserved  fruits,  candied  figs,  and  other  like  commodities,  which 
nave  been  seen  for  the  first  tune  during  the  past  quarter.  American 
leather  and  rubber  goods  are  being  imported,  American  shoes  are 
displayed  by  some  of  the  shops,  and  automobiles  have  been  brought 
in  from  the  United  States  in  considerable  number,  11  of  one  make 
having  been  imported  recently  at  Cadiz. 

In  response  to  a  "  Trade  Opportunity  "  sent  from  this  office,  am 
aatomobile  dealer  of  Seville  received  over  100  letters  and  catalogues, 
and,  it  is  understood,  is  now  making  arrangements  to  act  as  the 
representative  of  two  American  cars. 


irSE  07  SVXFLTrS  7EA8T  AS  A  FOOD  FBOSTTCT. 

The  use  of  beer-yeast  surplus  for  feeding  purposes  is  discussed  by 
the  Norddeutsche  Allgememe  Zeitung,  in  its  issue  of  January  5, 
191  A.  It  urges  wide  publicity  for  the  suggestion  made  by  the  Prus- 
sian Ministry  of  Agriculture  last  year  that  the  breweries  dry  the  lai^ 
unused  quantities  of  yeast  and  bring  them  on  the  fodder  market. 
The  production  of  nutritive  yeast  for  human  consumption  is  also 
su«;^;ted  in  this  connection.  "The  article"  savs  the  paper,  "not 
Mify  represents  a  fodder  and  food  product  of  high  value,  but  also  an 
important  and  very  profitable  commercial  article,  full  of  chances  for 
the  future.  The  fact  has  been  established  that  1  kilo  of  yeast  equals, 
in  its  nutritive  value,  at  least  3  kilos  of  beef.  Its  low  price  makes 
it  appear  particularly  cheap  coinpared  with  the  high  prices  of  meat. 
Its  employment  in  me  foodstuff  industry  for  canned  goods  of  all 
sorts  offers  wide  possibilities."  It  is  stated  that  the  German  brewer- 
ies produce  a  yearly  surplus  of  70,000,000  kilos  of  yeast 

Pays  Kore  for  Gardhoard  Than  for  Buttons. 

.  In  an  American  consignment  of  bachelor  buttons  (snap  fasteners) 
to  Cartagena,  Colombia,  amounting  to  several  thousand  dollars,  the 
cardboard  to  which  they  were  attached  for  shipment  was  hea\-ier 
tlmn  the  buttons,  and  as  a  result,  the  import  duty  being  on  the  gross 
weight,  the  consignee  was  oblicred  to  pay  more  for  the  cardboard  than 
for  the  buttons.  Vice  Consul  Modica,  of  Cartagena,  states  that 
European  shippers  of  bachelor  buttons  find  it  safe  to  attach  them  to 
a  light-wei^^t  cardboard  of  strong  texture  no  heavier  than  ordinary 
note  paper. 
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E&ILWAT  D£V£LOFU£irr  IH  BBITISH  EAST  AFRICA. 

[Coneal  rerrj  C.  Hays,  Uombasa.  Dee.  11.] 

According  to  the  annual  report  of  March  31,  1915,  of  the  general 
manager  of  the  Uganda  Railway,  the  total  capital  expenditure  up  to 
this  date  for  the  railway  system,  excluding  the  marine  department, 
was  $31,181,739.  The  gross  income  for  the  fiscal  year  1914-15  was 
$2,510,744;  the  expenditure  for  the  same  period  was  $1,631,854,  giv- 
ing a  net  earning  of  $878,890.  This  shows  a  profit  of  2.81  per  cent 
on  the  capital  invested,  as  compared  with  3.39  and  3.52  per  cent  for. 
the  fiscal  years  1913-14  and  1912-13,  respectively.  The  adverse  show- 
ing is  explained  by  the  fact  that  for  the  last  ei.'^ht  months  of  the  year 
reported,  the  trade  of  German  East  Africa,  which  contributed  about 
20  per  cent  of  the  gross  income,  was  cut  off  by  the  war. 

Vro¥lfloit  for  1^ou  Works  and  Xntproraiienti. 

In  the  matter  of  improvements  the  annual  report  says: 

The  necessity  for  the  extensfon  of  railway  facilities  has  for  some  time  past 
been  receiving  the  attention  of  the  Imperial  authorities,  and  in  March,  1914,  a 
bill  was  passed  sanctioning  the  following  works  and  lmpro\'ements : 

Kilindlni  harbor  works.  ?2.9G8.5G5;  relaying  line,  $2.433  250;  rolling  stock, 
$716,154;  marine  works  and  facilities,  Ijlke  Victoria,  $389,320;  workshop  ma- 
chinery, $210,067 ;  Niiirobf  station,  Including  ration  store  and  workshops,. 
$185,414 ;  staff  quarters,  $121,002 ;  Mombasa  and  KllindinI,  minor  works, 
$110,056;  water  and  fueling  iinprovements,  $97,330;  strengthening  bridges, 
$07.330 ;  new  stations,  diversions,  and  sldlnfis,  $68,104 ;  Klsumu,  shunting  grid,- 
goods  shed,  and  sidings,  $53.531 ;  fire  figtitiuff  atH>llance,  $84,005  ballostlDg, 
$34,065 ;  Muhoronl,  rearrangement  of  station.  $29,200 ;  Lambwa  staUon  and  sid- 
ings. $12,166;  miscellaneous  minor  works,  $03,625;  total,  $7,625,804 

ElUndliil  HarliOT  Construction  Plans. 

In  regard  to  construction  plans  for  Kilindini  Harbor,  the  general 

manoger  in  his  report  says: 

There  Is  an  unexpended  balance  of  $437,98.'j  remaining  from  the  parlia- 
mentary loan  of  $1,216,025  for  e:q)endltnre  on  the  Kllln<llnl  Harbor  worfed; 
bringing  the  total  amotmt  available  for  tliese  works  up  to  $3,406,550.  Pfnns 
were  prepared  and  tenders  Invited  for  carrying  out  the  work.  Ilepr^entatfves 
of  several  hirg*;  contractors  were  in  the  country  for  some  months  studying 
local  conditions,  but  any  action  In  connection  with  the  deep-water  pier  must  lie 
held  over  until  the  completion  of  the  war. 

"The  works  now  under  consideration  include  berthing  accommodntlons  for 
four  ships,  with  the  nece.ssnry  sheds,  cranes,  sidings,  shunting  yards,  ofTices,  and 
general  appliances  that  can  be  found  in  any  mtKlern  up-t(Hlate  harbor.  It  also 
includes  the  developntent  and  arrangement  of  gntown  plot<t  and  sidings  between 
Kilindlni  station  and  the  beach,  and  the  erection  of  a  large  custnmshouse,  with 
nil  the  necessary  roads  and  approaches  tluit  will  facilitate  atui  slmpll^  the 
general  transaction  of  tlie  business  of  the  poit." 

Commencement  of  large  Scheme, 

These  form  the  commencement  of  a  large  scheme  of  harlx>r  development  that 
will  ultimately  extend  to  some  9,500  running  feet  of  quay  space. 

In  August,  1914,  three  siir^-eying  parties  began  the  locating  of  a 
new  line  of  about  200  miles  running  fi-om  Nakui;u,  distant  449  miles 
from  Mombjisn  on  the  Ugimda  Railway,  to  n  point  somewhere  west- 
ward or  nortli westward  between  Mumias  and  Slount  Elgon,  so  as  to 
reach  the  vast  and  prosperous  European  settlement  on  the  Uasin 
Gishu  Plntenn. 

[A  niap  IllHstmtIng  the  features  of  the -report  presented  by  tiie  Uganda  Rail- 
way manngaiient,  lucludlug  pn^osed  extensions,  has  bem  received'  fnon  Oon- 
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an!  Haya,  and  may  be  tnspected  at  tbe  Bareau  of  Porelgn  and  Domeiitic  Com- 
merce or  its  district  ofBcea.  Refer  to  file  No.  71974.  Prerlous  statements  re* 
gardiiw  tran^rtation  facilities  la  British  Bast  Africa  were  publlsdied  In  the 
Supplemoit  to  CouMMaat  Rxfobts  No.  ^a,  laaued  Aog.  27, 1916.] 


AUEBICAN  GOODS  WINinHa  THEIB  WAY  IN  HONSTJBAa 


New  imports  from  the  United  States  into  the  Tegwcigalpa  con^lar 
district  continue  to  show  a  steady  crowth.  The  increase  is  not  large, 
because  the  purchasing  power  oi  the  district  is  limited,  but  past 
results  have  demonstrated  that  a  considerable  volume  of  new  business 
may  be  developed  in  staple  lines  from  a  very  modest  beginning. 
American  lard  is  now  sold  in  all  the  principal  stores  of  this  section, 
whereas  two  years  ago  native  lard  was  almost  exclusivelv  used.  Cali- 
fornia butter  in  tins  has  almost  entirely  supplanted  former  Euro- 
pean shipments,  although  the  latter  variety  may  still  be  purchaf^ed. 

Other  direct  results  of  the  trade-promotion  work  of  the  Teguci- 
galpa consulate  have  been  the  appointment  of  resident  agents  for 
autcHuobiles,  pianos,  bicycles,  beer*  flour,  etc.  A  manufacturer  of 
toilet  preparations  asked  for  a  directory  of  Tegucigalpa.  .There 
being  no  such  work  of  recent  issue,  this  consulate  compiled  and  for- 
warded a  list  of  some  40  or  50  of  the  leading  societv  women.  The 
manufacturer  has  since  advised  that  "as  a  result  of  circularizing 
said  list,  two  good  orders  were  received,"  one  being  from  a  lady 
who  said  she  would  like  to  act  as  the  firm's  local  representative. 


Considerable  attention  has  recently  been  directed  to  a  machine  for 
dr^ng  sludge,  invented  and  patented  by  a  firm  in  the  Leeds  district. 
It  is  claimed  by  the  firm  that  this  machine  has  made  it  possible  to 
dry  sewage  sludge  profitably,  and  that  it  is  especially  suitable  for 


portion  up  to  75  per  cent  In  reply  to  inquiries,  the  firm  reports 
tiiat  the  cost  of  converting  60  per  cent  sludge  cake  through  the  ma- 
chine, including  interest  and  repayment  of  capital,  has  been  $1.94 
per  dry  ton,  while  the  fertilizer  is  worth  $7.30  per  ton  and  upward, 
according  to  the  amount  of  ammonia  it  contains. 

[A  pamphlet  gli-ing  a  description  and  drawing  of  the  machine  may  be  in< 
q>ected  at  the  Barenii  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  offlcea. 
Refer  to  file  No.  72160.] 


District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  anJ  Pomestic  Commerce. 

Kew  York,  Aoom  409  United  States  Castomhouse;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
United  States  Castomhouse;  Chicago.  S04  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  402  Third 
Vatlonal  Bank  Bnildlng;  Atlanta,  621  Post  Office  Building;  New  OrleaDs,  1020 
Blbenila  Bank  Bnildlng;  San  Francisco.  306  TTnlted  States  Oustomhonse;  Seattle, 
832  Alaska  Bollding.  Cooperative  district  ofaces:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
nsToe;  CiaeiBaati,  CliainbCT  of  Craameree;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce; 
Itetroit,  Beard  of  Conuaene;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Conuaene;  DaTcaport 
<X«wa),  CMniawndal  Clak 


[Consal  E.  H.  Lawtoa,  Tetniclsnlpa.  Bondnnts,  Jan.  4.] 


HEW  SLtnWB  DKYSR  FROSITCED  IN  LEEDS. 


(CoDsol  Homer  U.  Bylnston,  Leeds,  EnRlnnd.  Jan.  IB,] 


containing  moisture  in  any  pror 
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FOBEION  TBABE  OFFOBIUHITIES. 

Beserred  addrenscR  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Buremn  nnd  its  district  oflices.  Reqaeat 

for  encb  oppgrtunHy  should  be  on  a  aeparate  abeet  and  the  file  namber  given. 

Chemical  apparatus  and  laboratory  equipment,  No.  200S2. — An  American  con- 
sular oftic-cr  In  the  Far  East  reports  that  he  would  Like  to  receive  catalogues 
and  full  Information  from  American  manufacturere  of  chemical  antaratoB 
ami  Iftborntory  equipment 

8wwd9,  No.  20088. — An  American  consular  otllcer  in  Mexico  reports  that  the 
commander  of  military  forces  In  his  district  is  In  ttie  market  for  sted 
swords,  with  silver-plated  handle  and  scublmrd  made  of  nlt^el.  Gorre- 
spondence  should  be  In  Spanish. 

Steel  springs,  etc.,  No.  20084. — The  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce  in  England  rei)orts  that  a  firm  in  tliat  country  desires  to  be 
placed  In  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of  steel  springs  and  metal 
flttings  for  women's  stocking  supporters. 

Wearing  apfmrel,  etc..  No.  20085.— An  Am^can  consular  officer  In  China 
reports  that  a  Arm  In  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American 
exporters  of  women's  wearing  apparel  and  travelers*  articles.  If  possible; 
samples  should  be  sent  It  Is  stated  that  payments  will  be  made  by  draft 
drawn  on  a  New  York  bank  on  shipments  or  orders.   Reference  is  glveiu 

Drvgt,  hardware,  stationery,  etc..  No.  20088. — A  comnserdal  organization  la 
the  United  States  transmits  an  inquiry  from  a  man  in  Spain  who  {lesires 
to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  drugs;  chemical  products  used 
for  Industrial  and  pharmaceutical  purposes;  pharmaceutical  specinltles; 
perfumes;  hardware;  paints;  provisions;  cutlery;  prlntera',  Ilthojtraphers', 
and  bookbinders'  supplies;  and  stationery.  Ileferences  are  given.  Cor- 
respondence should  be  in  Spanish. 

Machinery,  etc..  No.  20087. — A  commercial  organization  In  the  United  States 
has  transmitted  nn  Inquiry  from  a  man  In  Mexico  who  desires  to  communi- 
cate with  American  manufacturers  of  machinery  for  making  incandesceat 
electric  lamps.  He  also  desires  quotations  on  glass  globes  for  lamps,  caps, 
carlion  filaments  for  Incandescent  lamps,  and  glass  tubes  In  whlcb  the 
wire  filament  Is  placed. 

Agriculivral  impicmcnts  and  light  hardtoare.  No.  2008a — An  American  con- 
sular officer  in  East  Africa  reports  that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to 
rec^ve  cntal<WP8.  prices,  and  full  information  from  American  manufac- 
turers of  agricultural  Impl^nents  and  light  hardware  of  the  medium  and 
cheaper  grades.  Correspondence  moy  be  in  Euglish. 

ilotor  cycles,  No.  20089.— A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  reports  fliat  a 
firm  In  Denmark  desires  to  r^rwM.-nt  American  manufacture^  of  motor 
cj'cles.    Reference  Is  given. 

Safety  razors,  upholstery  springs,  and  poUnhing  mops.  No.  20090. — A  firm  In 
the  United  Kingdom  Infonns  an  American  consular  oflicer  that  It  desires 
to  receive  qtiotations,  f.  o.  b.  New  Yorlt.  or  e.  I.  f.  Liverpool,  from  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  of  safety  razors;  upholstery  springs,  10  gauge  by  0 
Inches.  9  pxuse  by  7  inches.  8  gauge  by  8  inches,  9  gaiige  by  8  Inches.  8 
gauge  by  9  Inches,  and  7  gauge  by  10  inches;  and  polishing  mops. 

Bicycle  lamp».  No.  20091. — A  commercial  agent  of  tbe  Bureau  reports  that  a 
firm  in  the  Unltetl  l<tntes  desli-es  to  communlcale  with  Americau  manufac- 
turers of  cheap  bicycle  lamps,  for  export,  retailing  at  about  2u  cents.  It 
is  stated  tliat  the  firm  desires  quotations  on  25,000,  and  will  be  cash. 

Tungsten  ores,  Ncf.  20092.— One  of  the  commercial  attach^  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce  In  South  America  r^ris  that  a  mining  comimny  In 
Bolivia  Is  pr^red  to  sell  60  per  cent  tungsten  ores,  f.  n.  s.  Antofc^oista, 
Chile.  Correspomlence  is  preferred  In  Spanish,  but  may  be  In  Englladi. . 

Bead  fringe.  No.  20093. — A  firm  In  Canada  writes  that  It  Is  In  the  market  for 
gi-een  bead  fringe  used  in  making  fixtures,  and  <lesires  to  communicate  with 
American  manufacturers.  A  sample  submltteil  by  the  firm  may  be  ex- 
amined at  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  offices.    (Refer  to  File  No.  92.) 

Hardicare,  No.  20094. — A  firm  In  India  writes  that  it  "desires  to  communicate 
with  American  manufacturers  of  light  hardware,  such  as  measuring  tat*es, 
meat  choppers  for  household  use,  coffee  grinders,  dog  chalos,  iron  and 
brass  wood  screws,  roofing  materials,  etc. 
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AKESICAN  TBASE  FIGTrSES  ABE  DECL&XED  ACCUEATE. 

In  an  address  Wednesday  afternoon  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  United  States,  Secretary  Willinm  C. 
Hedfield,  of  the  Department  of  Commerce,  pointed  out  that,  thanks 
to  the  improvements  made  in  the  last  year,  Ajnerican  export  statistics 
are  trustworthy.  His  statement  was  in  reply  to  the  recent  widely 
published  statement  that  the  foreign  trade  sUtistics,  and  especially 
the  export  statistics  published  by  the  department,  are  grossly  inac- 
curate and  misleading.  He  said  the  course  of  tiie  department  was 
one  calling  for  neither  excuse  nor  defense,  but  whidi  needed  only  to 
be  stated  to  win  approval. 

In  the  past  the  principal  faults  in  the  trade  statistics  have  i-esulted 
from  inadequate  entries  furnished  by  exporters  and  importers.  The 
existing  laws  made  in  1820  had  not  served  to  correct  this  condition, 
but  the  errors  that  had  occurred  could  not  be  attributed  to  tiie 
Treasury  Department  or  the  Department  of  Commerce,  because  it 
fell  to  the  staffs  of  those  two  departments  to  compile  statistics  from 
the  available  entries  at  hand.  Secretary  Eedfield  continued : 

So  far  as  was  possible  without  a  change  of  law,  the  conditions  recently  crlti- 
clMtl  had  nlreailjr  been  renietlieil  after  months  »f  continuourt  Inbur  when  tiie 
complainta  were  made.  The  Secretary  of  the  Troasxn*y  anil  the  Secretary  of 
Commerce,  September  last,  prescribed  new  export  reKiiIations  desipnied  to  cor- 
rect the  most  crying  obuse — namely,  the  fullnre  to  obtain  for  all  shipments 
export  decliiratlons  prepared  by  the  ftliipper  himself  or  Ills  nKeut.  These  remi- 
Intlons  are  now  In  effect.  No  veswl  may  now  clear  from  our  iwrts  without  a 
declaration  Iwlnji  filetl  for  every  shipment  on  board,  or  a  bond  (ilven  to  produce 
the  mlsBlng  deolnration  within  a  reasonable  period.  These  regulations  correct 
tlie  errors  so  recently  complained  of.  The  deportiueuts  havo  Ktreiiuously  inslsteil 
upon  the  salient  provisions,  notwiiihstandinR  vigorous  protests  ngnlnst  tlieni 
by  many  large  exporters.  It  can  not  be  doubted  that  a  liigii  degree  of  accu- 
racy and  completeness  has  resulted. 

Improvements  Through  Hearty  Cooperation. 

Whether  new  legislation  could  accomplish  the  same  purpose  with  less  Incon- 
venience to  the  Bhlppers  was  a  matter  that  may  well  debated  by  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  United  States.  Whatever  recommend atloiis  the 
chamber  may  make  will  carry  great  weight  wltb  the  departments.  The  cham- 
toer  1ms  taken  a  very  active  intravst  in  the  matter  of  «dlectlng  trade  statistical 
ami'~u  GUI 
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nnd  while  the  Department  of  Commerce  feele  that  some  lajastlce  has  been  done 
its  work  by  recent  criticisms  issued  by  tlie  chamber,  which  were  publistied  In 
exag;;erated  forms  In  some  qnarters,  it  Is  confident  that  Its  present,  reforms 
have  already  borne  fruit,  and  that  hearty  cooperation  between  the  two  bodice 
will  insure  Improvements  in  the  future. 

So  far  ns  import  statistics  are  concerned,  the  chief  source  of  error  pointed 
out  in  tbe  recent  criticisms  is  the  lack  of  a  careful  statistical  examination  of  the 
entry  ))efore  It  is  accepte<l  by  the  customs.  Now,  there  are  three  men  with 
statistical  experience  wtio  go  over  every  entry  presented  before  permits  are 
issued.  By  this  arraiifrement  tlie  errors  complained  of  will  be  avoided.  It 
should  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  errors  in  import  statistics  have  never 
been  serious,  and  that  the  error  in  the  total  value  of  imports  ttas  t>een  so 
slight  as  to  be  of  no  importance  wliaterer.  The  chief  cause  of  error  as  to 
imports  has  been  the  failure  to  differentiate  betn-etm  two  articles  dutlaUa 
under  the  same  tariff  provision,  but  ciosslAed  scfmrateiy  In  the  statistical  re- 
ports in  order  to  meet  tbe  needs  of  our  business  raen  for  definite  tnftonnatlon.  - 

Ho  Entry  Accepted  Without  Details. 

Under  the  new  method,  one  set  of  clerks  will  verify  the  correctneps  of  the 
classification  for  duty  purposes,  another  set  of  men  the  accuracy  for  statistical 
re<-urd.  For  example,  tiie  duty  on  cotton  cloth  of  a  given  fin^iess  is  the  same 
whether  it  is  bleached,  or  mercerized,  or  dyed  in  the  piece,  or  printed, 
colored.  The  entry  clerk,  therefore,  need  not  require  that  dlstlncttons  be  made. 
For  a  long  period  it  was  impossible  to  s^Mirate  those  classes,  notwithstanding 
the  demand  for  their  separation  by  cotton  manofncturers.  Uwler  the  new 
arrangement,  this  difficulty  will  be  entirely  avoided  because  no  entry  will  be 
accepted  until  the  require<l  details  are  furnished. 

Secretary  Kedfield  was  hopeful  over  the  prmpects  of  getting  the 
statistics  ready  for  publication  much  earlier,  now  that  machine  tabn< 
lation  has  been  inaugurated  at  the  New  York  customhouse.  F«r 
some  time  after  these  machines  were  installed  by  the  Treasury 
Department  there  was  difficulty  in  getting  the  tables  out  on  time 
and  in  getting  them  out  accurately.  There  is  no  such  trouble  at 
present,  and  as  time  goes  on  it  is  rapected  that  the  service  will  be 
still  further  improved. 


SPADTS  aUAIN  CBOFS  FOR  1916. 

[Consul  Robertson  Honey,  Madrid.] 

The  Gaceta  de  Madrid,  official  orsan  of  the  Spanish  Govemment| 
publishes,  under  date  of  January  1^,  the  report  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  with  reference  to  the  grain  crops  of  Spain  for  1915. 
The  acreage  and  yield  follow :  Barley,  3.786,413  acres,  yield,  1,986,331 
short  tons;  oats,  1,402,893  acres,  yield,  591,186  tons;  rye,  l,820,14fl 
acres,  yield,  730,866  tons;  wheat,  10,036,800  acres,  yield,  4,178,975 
tons. 

The  yield  for  1914  was  as  follows:  Barley,  1,734,536  tons;  oatSf 
499,636  tons;  rye,  674,140  tons;  and  wheat,  3,482,696  tons. 


Increase  in  Trices  of  KUIinery  Artidei. 

Consul  Harry  G.  Seltzer  reports  from  Breslau,  under  date  of 
January  15,  that  the  Union  of  Artificial  Flower  and  Feather  Indus- 
tries in  Germany  has  announced  an  advance  of  10  per  cent  in  prices 
for  its  articles,  to  be  effective  on  and  after  January  15, 1916. 


Antiques  to  the  value  of  $334,616  were  invoiced  at  the  American 
consulate  at  Rome,  Italy,  for  the  United  States  during  X915  compared 
with  $169,170  for  1914. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COUMBHCE  BEP0BT8. 


663 


OOTiatinCBKT  FITBIICATIONS  FOB  SAXE. 

The  following  were  among  the  publications  received  in  stock  for 
sale  by  the  Superintendent  of  Documents  at  Washington  during  the 
week  ended  February  5,  1916: 

American  Practical  Navigator,  An  Epitome  of  Navigation  and  Nantical  Astron- 
omy, OTfglnally  by  Nathaniel  Bowditcli.  Mydrographic  Office  Special  Publicntion 
Na  9,  latest  edition,  commonly  known  as  Bowdltcb's  Practical  Navigator. — 
Covers  piloting,  compass  error,  sailings,  dead  reckonlDg,  longitude,  latitude,  azi- 
muth, winds,  and  all  other  niatoriul  of  interest  to  luvigators.    Price,  sheep,  $2.25. 

United  Btatet  Standard  Tablet  for  Petroleum  OUt,  Standards  Bureau  Circular 
67.— Covers  basis  and  application  of  the  tables,  wltb  live  a^>arate  tables  printed. 
Price,  paper,  15  cente. 

CommercUa  OrgaMeatitma  In  Stoitzeriand,  Special  Agents  Series  101.-^wis8 
Commerdal  and  Industrial  Association,  Swiss  Department  of  Commerce  and 
Chambers  of  Commerce  and  Trade.   Price,  paper,  5  cents. 

Commercial  OrsanizatUmt  in  the  UiUted  Kingdom^  with  a  description  of 
British  Manufacturers*  and  Employers*  Organizations.  Special  ^ents  Series 
102. — Covers  chambers  of  commerce.  State  aid  to  commerce,  manufacturers*  and 
employers'  organizations,  etc.   Price,  paper,  5  cents. 

Dymtuff  Bituation  in  the  United  States,  November,  1015,  by  Thomas  H.  Nor- 
ton. Commercial  Agent,  Special  Agents  Series  111. — K£sum6  on  present  situa- 
tion, with  list  of  mannfacturera,  conditions,  probions  to  be  met,  etc  Price, 
paper,  6  cents. 

The  CotHmerdal  Grading,  Packing,  and  Shipping  of  Cantaloupe*,  Farmers* 
Bulletin  707.— Covers  pldclng,  Oilpp^^  grading,  mid  packing,  wltb  auggestioi^ 
Price,  paper,  6  cents. 

STEAXER  SEBTICE  FOB  TACSSOHTILLE  AMD  HASSATT. 

[Consul  W.  F,  Doty,  NaBsaa,  New  ProTldeace,  Bahamas,  ^eb.  8.1 

On  February  2  there  was  concluded  at  Nassau,  New  Providence,  Ba- 
hamas, a  temporary  agreement  establishing  for  tlie  j^resent  winter  sea- 
son a  passenger  and  freight  service  under  the  auspices  of  the  Penin-r 
sular  &  Occidental  Steamship  Co.  between  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  and 
Nassau.  The  steamer  Miamij  of  1,311  net  tons,  starts  the  schedule 
to-day  from  Nassau.  It  is  expected  that  it  will  sail  from  Jackson- 
ville or  Mayport,  St.  Johns  Kiver,  Mondays  and  Thuredays  in  the 
morning,  reaching  Nassau  Tuesdays  and  Fridays  in  the  afternoon  and 
depai-ting  therefrom  the  evening  of  the  same  day.  This  vessel,  which 
is  under  the  American  flag,  is  luxuriously  equipped  as  a  passenger 
boat  and  also  is  expected  to  carry  large  quantities  of  produce  fi-om 
the  Bahama  Islands  and  general  merchandise  from  Jacksonville. 
Cold-storage  space  is  availaole. 

Conditions  at  Miami  are  not  satisfactory  this  season  for  a  passen- 
ger and  freight  service  with  Nassau,  as  it  ap^ars  to  be  impossible 
to  keep  the  bar  at  Miami  properly  dredge 
Miami  has  been  placed  on  the  Jacksonville-N 


Thus  the  steamer 
assau  run. 


JAPAHESE  WHEAT  AHS  BASLEY  EABVEST. 

[Weekly  Bnlletln,  Department  of  Trade  ond  Commerce,  Ottawo,  Jan.  81.1 

According  to  the  Japanese  Official  Gazette,  the  wheat  and  barley 
crops  of  Japan  during  the  last  five  years  have  been  as  fol- 
lows: 1911—112,134,780  bushels:  1912—117,081,178  bushels;  1913— 
128.242,042  budiels;  1914^108,760,207  bushels;  1915—121,748,284 
bushels. 
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BUBBEB  FBODUCnON  OF  miTCH  COXPAHIES. 

[Connil  Frank  W.  Uabln.  AnuterdaiB.  Netberlandfl,  Jan.  11.] 

Detailed  reports  are  published  in  Amsterdam  showing  the  produc- 
tion of  several  Dutch  rubber  companies  for  the  past  three  years. 
The  quantities  in  half  kilos  (1.1028  pounds)  were: 


Companies. 


1913 


19H 


191» 


Sumatm  

Snmatn,  "Swbadjadl" , 

Ned«rlsndKlie  , 

"AuLiterdini"  

Pnnaeer...  

Dell-Batavta.  

AmsMrdam-TspBooelt. . , 
Timbaog-Deli  


33.798 
S2,6(S 


460,700 

w.oao 


i,«» 


51,32B 
149.073 
335,  IM 
03.800 

9»,!00 
23,686 
70,310 


122,400 

3S3.08S 
S60.97S 
1,730,100 
227.000 
263,500 
74.  Ut 
14&,flM 


These  figures  indicate  a  remarkable  development  of  rubber  culture 
in  the  Dutch  East  Indies,  undoubtedly  due  to  changed  conditions 
since  the  war  began.  In  1914,  prior  to  August,  the  situation  was  dis- 
couraging, with  market  prices  unfavorable  and  rubber  shares  below 
par.  Indeed,  for  some  years  conditions  had  been  adverse.  There 
had  been  a  rubber  "  boom  "  in  1900,  which  led  to  the  organization  of 
various  companies,  some  of  them  overcapitalized,  to  exploit  the 
industry.  Besults  were  below  expectations,  and  rubber  shares  became 
at  times  almost  a  drug  on  the  market. 
Boom  Ezpeeted  In  TMs  Industry  la  Oatoli  Indlet. 

There  is  now  considerable  speculation  regarding  the  present  con- 
dition— whether  it  is  only  another  temporary  "  boom  "  or  will  resolve 
itself  into  a  permanency.  In  the  latter  case,  the  Netherlands,  through 
its  colonies,  would  take  a  leading  rank  among  the  rubber-producing 
countries  of  the  world.  In  support  of  this  view,  it  is  ai^ea  that  the 
Dutch  colonial  undertakings  in  rubber  culture  are  much  younger 
than  those  of  other  rubber- producing  countries,  and  that  consequently 
their  opportunities  for  growth  and  development  are  exceptional. 
One  prediction,  by  an  expert  in  rubber  affairs,  is  that  the  Dutch 
Indies  will  provide  a  third  of  the  world's  supply  of  plantation  rubber 
in  a  few  years. 

fPrevloua  statpmenta  reRnrdtns  the  rubber  productton  of  the  Dutch  East 
Indies  were  published  In  Gohhkbcb  Rkpobts  for  Nov.  4  and  Dec.  6^  and 
Jan.  24, 1916.)   

THE  LIKEN  INDUSTBY  OF  BUHFEBMLINE. 

[Consul  H.  D.  Van  Sant,  DuDfermllne,  Scotland,  Jan.  8.1 

Linen. or  woven  flax  fabrics  have  been  the  principal  exports  from 
Fifeshire  to  the  United  States  for  more  than  a  half  century.  During 
the  past  year,  however,  the  exports  to  the  United  States  decreased 
in  value  by  $745,976  compared  with  1914.  The  decrease  in  this  trade 
has  been  even  greater  than  the  figures  indicate,  as  the  prices  are 
considerably  higher  than  a  year  ago.  Yarns  have  advanced  from 
142  per  cent  to  101  per  cent  from  July  last,  and  if  compared  with  a 
few  years  previous,  or  normal  times,  the  advance  is  from  290  to  308 
per  cent. 

Since  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  cotton  has  been  more  laiveiy  used 
n  the  Dunfermline  district  than  in  previous  years.  Itercerized 
itton  damask  has  been  in  demand  both  at  home  and  in  the  United 
;ates. 
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PBOEDnBimra  sale  of  sfakish  vessels. 

fCoDBOl  General  Carl  Ballcy  Hnrat,  Bsrcelona,  Jan.  10.] 

A  royal  decree  of  January  7,  1916,  prohibits  the  sale  of  Spanish 
merchant  steam  or  sailing  vessels  of  over  500  tons,  constructed  during 
the  last  15  years,  for  vessels  with  steel  or  iron  hulls  and  10  years  for 
Tessels  with  wooden  hulls. 

The  authorization  of  the  Ministry  of  Public  Works  is  requisite  for 
tiie  sale  of  Spanish  vessels  abroad.  When  a  Spanish  vessel  is  to  lose 
its  nationality,  the  owner  making  the  sale  must  make  a  deposit  at 
Uie  disposition  of  the  Minister  of  Public  Works  of  40  per  cent  of 
the  value  of  the  vessel  sold,  and  substitute  the  old  vessel,  within  cme 
year  from  the  dgniug  of  a  treaty  of  pcmce  between  the  nations  to- 
day at  war,  by  a  new  vessel  constructed  in  Spanish  shipyards,  of 
eaual  or  greater  tonnage  than  the  one  sold.  If,  at  the  termination 
or  the  period  prescribed  the  substituted  vessel  has  not  been  built,  the 
amount  deposited  as  guaranty  will  be  turned  into  the  public  fiscal, 
but  the  guaranty  will  revert  to  the  depositor  in  installments  of  20  per 
cent  at  the  end  of  the  first  month  after  the  construction  of  the  sjib- 
stituted  vessel  is  begun,  30  per  cent  at  the  end  of  the  third  month, 
find  the  remaining  50  per  cent  when  the  vessel  is  entered  in  the 
Spanish  ship  registry. 

Large  Increase  In  TtelsM  Bates. 

These  measures  are  taken  by  the  Spanish  Government  to  check  and 
prevent  injury  to  the  national  merchant  marine.  The  means  of 
transportation  which  the  marine  represents  are  regarded  as  essen- 
tial to  the  life  and  economy  of  the  nation.  At  present  the  expense 
cf  freight  is  constantly  increasing.  Freight  rates  from  Bilbao, 
Spain,  to  English  ports  increased  274  per  cent  between  January, 
1914,  and  December,  1915;  from  Almeria,  Spain,  to  England^  168 
per  cent;  from  Cartagena.  Spain,  to  Scotland,  280  per  cent;  and 
from  Buenos  Aires  to  Mediterranean  ports,  275  per  cent.  Spanish 
vessels  of  a  total  tonnage  of  more  than  60,000  have  been  sold  to 
foreign  purchasers  and  further  sales  are  reported  as  pending. 


DEFBOTEKEnr  IN  SAHITABY  COHDITIONS. 

fCoostd  LadcD  Uemmioger,  Uadni;  India,  Dec,  81.] 

The  Government  of  Madras  Presidency  is  devoting  considerable 
attention  to  improvement  of  snnitary  conditions  in  towns  and  villages 
of  Soutli  India  and  to  encouragement  of  schemes  for  opening  up  of 
congested  areas  and  for  town  planning  on  sanitary  principles. 

At  a  large  industrial  exhibition  held  in  the  city  of  Madras  during 
the  Christmas  holidays,  and  attended  by  large  n\imbers  of  people, 
a  considerable  part  of  the  grounds  was  devoted  to  exhibition  of  a 
model  Indian  village,  with  houses  constructed  and  thus  open  to  the 
inspection  of  the  many  who  came  to  see  them.  This  was  supple- 
mented by  modds  in  clay  of  miniature  Indian  villages,  good  and 
bad,  healthy  and  unhealthy,  and  in  addition  lectures  were  given 
daily  in  a  lecture  hall  in  the  grounds  on  health  topics  and  town 
plaiming. 
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COOFEBATIVE  SOCIETT  FOB  BEBUN  AHD  EHTIBONS. 

[Consul  General  Jnllas  O.  Imj,  Berlin,  Oemianr.] 

The  Cooperative  Society  for  Berlin  and  Environs,  in  its  15  years 
of  activity  just  completed,  has  grown  from  small  beginnings  to  such 
size  and  importance,  not  only  to  its  own  members  but  to  the  entire 
market,  that  a  word  regarding  it  may  be  an  opportune  addition  to 
much  uiat  has  been  written  in  the  past  on  the  general  8Ubj«:t  of 
cooperation. 

The  cooperative-society  mo^rament  was  highly  developed  in  other 

garts  of  Germany  before  an  attempt  to  introduce  it  was  made  in 
eriin.  In  Hamburg — which  is  to-day  the  <»nter  of  all  the  German 
societies — the  organization  of  such  associations  developed  20  years 
earlier  than  in  the  capital.  The  idea  was  first  agitated  in  Berlin  in 
1895,  but  the  effort  met  with  failure.  In  spite  of  this  discourage- 
ment, however,  on  June  18,  1899,  the  present  society  was  founded, 
which  now  has  an  annual  turnover  of  18,000,000  marks  ($4j284,000). 
During  the  entire  first  decade  the  society  met  with  oppositi<Mi  from 
within  and  without  From  within,  the  chief  difficultv  was  that  of 
assembling  among  poor  wage  earners  sufficient  capital  to  buy  stock 
and  open  a  place  of  biimness. 
CaTefnl  Atteatlom  to  Appearaaoe  of  Store. 

In  October,  1899,  a  small  shop,  with  a  Umited  supply  of  staple 
produce,  was  opened  in  a  section  of  the  city  occupied  exclusively  by 
wage  earners.  To-day  there  are  125  such  shops  distributed  through- 
out Berlin,  including  several  in  Berlin- West,  the  aristocratic  section. 
The  first  year's  business  amoimted  to  50,490  marks  ($12,017).  This 
same  branch  had  a  turnover  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  its  exi^«nce  of 
200.587  marks  ($47,740). 

From  the  very  beginning  the  society  has  gone  ahead  on  the  prin- 
ciple that  there  must  be  at  least  300  members  within  15  minutes' 
walk  from  the  chosen  site  before  a  new  store  is  opened.  The 
society  has  made  a  particular  point  of  the  appearance  of  its  places 
of  business  and  all  their  fixtures,  as  well  as  the  arrangement  and 
appearance  of  the  stock.  It  has  maintained  that  the  advantage 
and  financial  rebates  connected  with  the  society  would  not  alone 
insure  the  success  of  a  store;  that  the  store  must  also  be  more  con- 
venient and  more  attractive  in  every  way  than  those  of  competing 
private  shopkeepers.  The  principle  of  buying  only  the  best  qualities 
the  market  affords  and  presentmg  them  to  members  in  the  most 
attractive  way  possible  has  been  a  great  factor  in  the  success  of  the 
society.  Ail  traasactions,  purchasing  and  retailing,  are  strictly  ca^. 
Bebates  Deposited  In  SocletT's  Savlngci  Bank. 

The  slogan  of  the  cooperative  societies  is  "  equal  rights  and  equal 
duties."  The  society  is  a  fellowship  of  individuals  that  aims  to  re- 
duce the  cost  of  living  by  buying  the  necessities  of  life  in  quantities 
for  cash  in  the  open  market  and  distributing  them  at  cost  to  its 
members.  The  prices  in  tlie  cooperative  stores  are  not  much  below 
those  of  the  other  stores  in  the  neighborhood,  although,  as  mentioned, 
the  quality  of  the  goods  and  the  presentation  of  the  same  is  usually 
much  better.  The  fiat  rebate  of  4  per  cent  is  given  in  the  form  of 
trading  stamps,  pasted  in  a  small  book  at  the  time  of  the  purchase, 
and  turned  in  at  the  end  of  a  stated  period  or  when  the  book  is  fulL 
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The  practice  has  grown  up,  under  the  raiconragement  of  the 
society,  to  turn  in  the  stamps  and  have  the  rebate  accruing  to  the 
member  put  to  Ms  credit  in  the  savings  bank,  which  the  society 
opened  in  1903  and  which  now  shows  deposits  of  7,000,000  marks 
($1,666,000).  Additions  to  the  deposits  of  this  savings  bank  are 
made  by  buying  appropriate  stamps  at  a  society  store,  ranging  from 
a  minimum  of  50  pfennigs  ($0.12),  which  are  pasted  in  a  small 
book  similar  to  a  trading-stamp  bcok.  The  book  of  stamps  is  turned 
in  when  10  marks  ($2.38)  has  been  collected.  Intei'est  at  the  rate 
of  8j  per  cent  is  paid  on  such  deposits.  The  drawing  out  of  money 
is  discouraged  except  in  cases  where  the  breadwinner  of  tlie  family 
is  out  of  work  or  some  other  calamity  has  made  help  imperative. 

lEanaffement,  Kepresentatloii,  and  Eemnneratfon. 

Socialistic  as  this  mutual  self-help  may  be  in  theory,  in  practice  the 
organization  differs  very  little  from  any  other  wholesale  and 
retail  grocery  business,  so  far  as  the  actual  management  is  concerned. 
From  the  very  beginning  it  was  necessary  to  have  regular  mana^rs, 
who  devoted  all  their  time  and  intelligence  to  the  proper  admmis- 
tration  of  the  business. 

The  organization  is  strongly  centralized  under  five  directors,  four 
of  whom  receive  remuneration.  As  an  aid  to  the  managing  directors, 
thei-e  is  a  board  of  directors  of  18  persons,  elected  from  the  various 
lcx:al  branch  societies.  In  addition,  each  branch — i.  e.,  the  members 
of  each  individual  store — elects  three  members  to  represent  it  twice 
a  year  at  the  general  assembly  of  the  central  organization.  As  the 
Society  for  Berlin  and  Environs  has  a  membership  of  100,000,  with 
125  branches,  it  can  readily  be  seen  that  a  general  assembly  would 
be  quite  impossible  without  a  ^stem  of  representation. 

As  to  the  managing  directors  it  mav  be  of  interest  to  add  that  the 
highest  salary  paid  is  6,000  marks  ($1,190)  and  this  only  for  the 
fii-st  director,  the  other  receiving  3,000  marks  ($714)  a  ytar.  This 
is  indeed  a  small  remuneration  ror  the  able  management  of  1,125,000 
marks  capital  and  18,000,000  marks  turnover,  yet  as  the  secretary 
said:  "AVe  feel  that  the  attainment  of  an  ideal  and  the  fulfillment 
of  a  position  of  usefulness  among  our  fellowmen  are  far  above  any 
salary  remuneration." 

CooperatlTe  Frodnction. 

Originally,  "cooperative  production"  meant  production  through 
the  cooperation  of  the  workmen  themselves.  The  Cooperative  Society 
for  Berlin  and  Environs  and  the  other  cooperative  societies  in  Ger- 
many have  become  manufacturers  and  producers,  but  upon  a  prin- 
ciple changed  sufficiently  from  the  old  idea  to  insure  success.  Pro- 
duction under  the  cooperative  principle  in  Germany  at  the  present 
time  and  on  the  enormous  scale  reached  by  the  Berlin  society  and 
others  is,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  no  different  from  that  of  any 
other  capitalistic  undertaking,  except  that  particular  attention  is 
paid  to  the  conditions  under  which  the  labor  is  performed,  i.  e.,  the 
8-hour  day,  wage  tariffs,  and  the  like. 

Many  workmen  have  expressed  their  extreme  satisfaction  in  their 
own  vrork  and  in  the  society  as  an  employer,  though  admitting  that 
the  diKipIine  is  rigid  (from  the  time  clock  at  the  gate  to  the  baths 
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each  workman  is  required  to  take  before  commenciBg  liis  sidft),  and 

tiiat  it  is  easy  to  "  ^t  fired." 

Bakery,  Bottling  Works,  and  Other  AetiTities. 

The  society  opened  its  own  bakery  in  April,  1911.  In  the  first 
months  this  produced  bread  to  the  value  of  46,000  marks  ($10,948). 
The  8  double  ovens  have  since  been  increased  to  36  with  an  annual 
bread  production  valued  at  8,000,000  marks  ($1,904,000),  or  a  daily 
capacity  of  48,000  loaves.  Notwithstanding  short  hours  and  high 
pay,  the  bakery,  through  careful  organization  and  the  use  of  the 
most  modern  mechanical  devices,  is  able  to  give  the  best  quality  of 
bread  to  its  members  at  25  pfennigs  ($0.0595)  per  kilo  (2^046 
pounds),  as  against  29  to  30.11  pfennigs  ($0,069  to  $0.0717)  per  kilo 
in  the  open  market.  A  bakery  for  cakes  and  tarts  has  also  been 
opened  and  this,  too,  has  grown  to  large  proportions. 

After  the  success  with  the  bakenr,  the  society  added  a  bottling 
establishment  for  Seltzer  water  and  soft  drinks  (pop),  its  output 
the  past  year  amounting  to  625,000  bottles.  The  price  to  members  is 
9  pfennigs  ($0.0214)  a  bottle.  The  society  has  given  particular 
attention  to  the  production  and  distribution  of  good  soft  drinks. 

In  addition  to  bread,  cake,  and  mineral  water,  the  society  roasts  its 
own  coffee,  which  is  mechanically  put  up  in  quarter-pound  packages 
to  suit  the  demands  of  the  small  household.  Recently  the  society 
has  taken  over  the  distribution  of  milk  and  butter.  Coal  and  pota- 
toes are  the  only  articles  delivered  at  the  houses,  all  others  bcdng 
carried  home  from  the  store  by  the  purchaser. 

Buying  li  Gonoentrated  at  Hambnrf. 

From  the  very  beginning,  when  the  first  new  members  pooled  their 
savings  to  buy  their  first  stock  at  wholesale,  the  tendency  has  been 
to  concentrate  buying,  so  as  to  gain  the  b^  possible  price  in  the 
open  market.  In  the  early  days  of  cooperative  societies  in  Germany, 
the  managing  directors  came  together  at  different  markets  or  fairs 
and  sought  to  supply  their  individual  societies  with  produce  at  the 
best  price  by  uniting  on  a  policy  of  action.  This  method  was  hap- 
hazard and  not  satisfactory. 

As.  a  result  the  Gross-Einkaufsgesellschaft  Deutscher  Konsnm* 
vereine,  generally  referred  to  as  the  G.  E.  G.,  was  founded  in  Ham- 
burg. This  society  represents  the  purchasing  interests  of  all  the 
societies  throughout  the  country.  To-day  the  G.  E.  G.  has  an  annual 
turnover  of  157,000,000  marks  ($37,366,000).  The  fine  points  in 
purchasing  have  naturally  been  made  the  subject  of  scientific  study, 
and  the  monthly  paper  called  Die  Konsumgenossenschaftliche  Rund- 
schau that  the  G.  E.  G.  publishes  regularly  is  one  of  the  best  economic 
papers  in  the  country,  so  far  as  the  movements  of  staple  products  are 
concerned.  Also  the  G.  E.  G.  has  gradually  taken  up  production 
and  has  built  cigar,  soap,  box,  and  other  factories  vfitk  an  annual 
production  valued  at  11,000,000  marks  ($2,618,000).  The  Berlin 
society  keeps,  of  course,  in  close  touch  with  the  central  purchasing 
office  m  Hamburg. 

There  were  cream  separators  and  parts  to  the  value  of  $199^046 
invoiced  at  the  American  consulate  at  Liege,  Belgium,  for  the  United 
States  during  1915,  compared  with  a  value  of  $89,324  for.1914 
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shesiav  elecibic  railway  kotes. 

[Consul  HuT7  G.  Settler.  BrMlao,  Qensanj',  Jan.  15.] 

There  are  comparatively  few  urban  or  interurban  electric  railways 
in  the  FroTiiu»  of  Silesia  because  of  the  excellent  system  of  stand- 
ard-guage  railroads  under  the  at^ninistration  of  the  Prussian  Gov- 
ernment That  such  railways  are  profitable,  however,  even  under 
war  conditions,  would  appear  from  tne  following  reports: 

The  Neisser  Kreisbahn  A.  G.  closed  the  year's  operations  with  a 
net  profit  of  $11,614  against  $17,850  last  year,  and  declared  a  divi- 
dend of  1^  per  cent  (2  per  cent  last  year)  upon  its  capital  stock  of 
$794,920. 

The  Electrizitatswerk  und  Strassenbahn  A.  G.,  Landsberg  on  the 
Warthe,  earned  a  net  profit  of  $29,155  ($33,343  last  year).  The  an- 
nual divided  was  redu<%d  to  8  per  cent  (9i  per  cent  last  year).  In 
addition  to  this  dividend  $476,000  was  applied  to  amortization  and 
i^ew  buildings,  and  $130,376  for  the  cancellation  of  mortgages  and 
improvements. 

The  Kleinbahn  A.  G.,  Bunzlau  to  Neudorf,  reported  total  receipts 
during  the  business  year  1914-15  amounting  to  $31,119,  against 
$56^70  the  previous  year.  No  dividend  was  declared. 

The  Kleinbahn  A.  G.,  Bunzlau  to  Modlau,  reports  a  net  profit  of 
$5,030  for  tiie  year  1914-15.  A  dividend  of  1  per  cent  was  declared. 

After  a  series  of  experiments  on  the  mountain  railroads  from 
Nieder-Salzbrunn  to  Waldenburg.  it  has  been  decided  by  the  man- 
agement to  substitute  modern  electric  engines  for  the  old  mountain 
locomotives  previously  used.  Part  of  the  line  is  now  electrified  and 
ttafiSc  will  be  open  to  the  public  some  time  during  January. 


GEOWTH  OF  PETB0XETTK-BEFIKIN6  INDTTSTEY. 

The  value  of  the  annual  production  of  the  petroleum-refining 
industry  of  the  country,  according  to  the  preliminaiy  report  by  the 
"United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census,  increased  67.2  per  cent  between 
1909  and  1914.  The  total  cost  of  the  crude  petroleum  increased  64 
per  cent  between  those  years. 

The  production  of  naphthas  and  lighter  products,  chiefly  gasoline, 
increased  from  10,806,550  barrels  in  1009  to  29,200,764  barrels  in  1914, 
while  the  value  increased  from  $39,771,959  to  $121,919,307.  The 
output  of  fuel  oils  increased  from  34,034,577  barrels,  valued  at 
$36,462,883,  to  74,669,821  barrels,  valued  at  $84,017,916.  Illuminat- 
ing oils  show  an  increase  in  quantity  from  33,495,798  barrels,  valuid 
at  $94,547,010,  to  38,705,496  barrels,  valued  at  $96,806,452,  or  an 
increase  of  11.7  per  cent  in  quantity  and  of  2.4  per  cent  in  value. 
On  the  other  hand,  lubricating  oils  snow  a  decrease  in  quantity  with 
an  increase  in  value,  from  10,745,885  barrels,  valued  at  $38,884^36, 
to  10,348,521  barrels,  valued  at  $55,812,120.  All  other  products,  in- 
cluding residuum  or  tar,  greases,  paraffin  wax,  asphalt  and  subsidiarr 
and  by-products,  increased  in  value  from  $27,331,571  to  $37,805,610, 
or  by  38.2  per  c^t. 

Tne  gasoline  product  of  the  petroleum  refineries  does  not  include 
casing-head  gasoline  condensed  from  natural  gas  at  the  gas  wells. 
The  total  gasoline  production,  including  casing-head  gasoline,  waf 
34,711,665  tarzels  of 50  gallixis,  or  1^5,^8^50  gallons. 
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POFITLAA  SMOKERS*  EEQTTISIIES  IN  NORTHWEST  INDIA. 

[Consul  James  Oliver  Lnlng.  Karachi,  Dee.  20.] 

There  is  a  fair  and  steady  market  in  Northwest  India  for  smokers' 
requisites.  Almost  all  Europenns  here  smoke.  Pipes,  cigars,  and 
cigarettes  nre  used.  The  pipes  are  imported.  Cigars  are  produced 
locally,  and  many  Europeans  pi-efer  the  Indian  ci^ar  to  the  imported 
article,  especialW  those  Europeans  who  have  lived  in  India  for 
several  years.  The  products  of  Trichinopoly  and  Burma  are  well 
known  here,  and  some  of  the  goods  in  use  are  also  imported,  largely 
from  the  Dutch  Islands.  Havanas  are  not  common,  and  no  American 
cigars  have  been  seen  here,  although  they  may  be  sold  up-country. 
Cigarettes  come  from  Greece,  Egypt,  Great  Britain,  and  the  Levant. 
Cheap  cigarettes  are  made  here. 

Popnlsr  Classes  of  SllTer  Smokers*  Artleles. 

Certain  classes  of  hall-marked  silver  smokers'  articles  are  popular 
here.  Cigarette  cases  must  hold  only  a  single  row  of  cigarettes,  as 
the  double  row  is  not  adapted  for  common  use.  Men  wear  waistcoats 
only  a  few  months  in  the  year,  and  the  habit  of  haring  a  pocket  in 
the  shirt  is  not  common.  Sun  glasses,  worn  by  everybody,  take  np 
considerable  space,  so  that  the  cigarette  case  has  to  t>e  modest  in  its 
demands. 

Native-made  silver  cigarette  cases  are  fairly  common.  They  are 
made  by  hand,  and  usually  have  a  pattern  known  ns  Cutch  work,  so 
named  because  of  its  origin  near  the  Ran  of  Cutch,  the  swampy 
inlet  from  the  sea  about  halfway  between  Karachi  and  Bombay. 
Cutch  work  is  chiseled.  The  usual  patterns  are  marigold  flowers 
and  in  seme  cases  animal  figures  somewhat  in  the  Persian  style. 
Recently  the  classical  Cutch  silver  is  said  to  have  changed  in  the 
cliaracter  of  its  output  through  the  introduction  of  foreign  designs: 

Imported  cigar  cases  also  are  sold  here.  They  are  single-row 
cases,  but  rather  thick.  Some  gold  cases,  however,  are  thinner  and 
plainer  than  the  ordinary  types.  Cigar  lighters  are  much  in  demand, 
ns  among  Europeans  here  it  is  cu^omary  at  the  end  of  dinner  to 
have  the  native  servants  pass  cigars,  cigarettes,  and  the  cigar  lighter. 
One  type  of  lighter  has  combined  with  it  a  trav. 

Match  boxes  are  not  commonly  carried.   Safety  matches  are  used, 
in  the  original  box.  There  is,  however,  a  small  sale  for  silver  mHtch 
boxes  to  carry  wax  vestas.^  Cigar  holders  are  ahnost  never  used. 
Cigarette  holders  are  more  in  use,  but  are  not  common. 
Aitloles  in  Demand  Amonff  the  uratlves. 

Among  the  natives  the  wealthier  classes  sometimes  use  European 
smokers'  articles,  while  the  lower  classes  prefer  tJieir  own  native-nude 
pipes  and  cigarettes. 

{Illufltrntlonn  ami  descriptions  of  Iiall-marfced  nllver  smokers*  articles,  received 

^om  CoiiRul  Ijtln?  nmt  showinfc  tlie  types  In  denmml  nt  Kam^l.  may  be  In- 
spected fit  file  I!uronu  of  Forelfm  nnd  Domestic  C<minieree  or  Its  district  offices. 
Lists  of  dealers  In  such  Koods  and  of  bunks  for  reference  parpo!»es  In  Kamchl 
may  nisa  be  obtnine<l  from  the  same  oRic*^».  Refer  to  file  No.  72104.  The  sev- 
eral types  are:  Nos.  1  and  2,  clpirette  cases,  Id  four  sizes  each;  Nor.  8  nnd  4, 
clsar  cases  ;  No.  5,  combined  silver  Iljrhter  and  trny  ;  No,  0,  llpliter  without  troy ; 
Ko.  7,  silver  match  bos  for  wax  vestna  The  subject  of  smokers'  supplies  Is 
also  presented  In  the  Handbook  of  India,  Issued  by  the  Bureau  of  ForelRn  and 
Domestic  Commerce.  It  may  be  obtained  at  $1  per  copy  from  Uie  Super  I  n- 
Tendent  of  Documents,  Qovemment  Printing  Office^  WaaliingtOD,  D.  O.*  or  firom 
he  district  offices  of  the  Bureau.] 
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JSBXAHSi  FOB  GL&SS  BOTTISS  IN  ABOEVTIHA.  . 

[Vice  CoDsal  Jobn  S.  Calvert,  Baenoe  Aires.  Jao.  6.] 

There  is  a  Iftrge  demand  in  Buenos  Aires  for  glass  bottles,  which 
were  formerly  supplied  by  European  countries  and  which  the  local 
industry  can  not  supply.  Local  importers  of  siphon  soda  bottles  find 
difficulty  in  securing  this  class  of  bottle.  In  fact,  all  bottles,  such  as 
soda  bottles  (including  those  with  glass-ball  stoppers),  bottles  for 
soft  drinks,  and  beer  oottles  (brown  glass),  are  much  in  demand. 
One  film  that  formerly  handled  bottles  from  Bohemia,  Germany, 
Italy,  and  France  has  made  repeated  requests  to  be  placed  in  touch 
with  manufacturers  of  siphoDj  soda-water,  and  beer  bottles  in  the 
United  States;  and,  although  it  has  received  offers  and  quotations, 
it  has  been  unable  to  get  into  communication  with  a  concern  which  is 
in  a  position  to  reguUrly  supply  its  wants. 

ttiwtatloaB  aad  Tennt  of  Bale. 

Importers  of  bottles  in  Venezuela  desire  that  the  net  price  be 
Quoted  in  the  first  instance.  The  method  of  sending  out  oflfers  with 
"Price  on  application"  should  be  discouraged,  especiallv  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  it  takes  60  days  for  a  letter  to  the  United  States  and  9 
reply  to  reach  the  writer  m  this  country.  Price  lists  from  which 
certain  discounts  are  allowed  are  also  very  little  in  favor. 

In  normal  times,  European  exporters  sold  on  a  90-day  cre^t  basis, 
sending  draft  with  documents,  and  permitting  the  consignee  to  make 
an  acceptance  payable  in  90  days.  This  method  of  payment  is  re- 
garded nere  as  probably  the  most  popular.  The  present  abnormal 
conditions  have,  however,  greatly  changed  this;  but  while  some 
firms  are  willing  to  pay  cash  against  documents  at  Buenos  Aires,  and 
even  at  Kew  York  if  no  other  metiiod  is  available,  this  manner  of 
payment  is  greatly  deprecated. 

Imports  of  Bottlei  ia  191S  and  1914. 

In  1913  Argentina  imported  1,236,211  dozen  bottles  and  flasks,  of 
which  Germany  supplied  822,327  dozen.  France  102,988  dozen,  Italy 
100,113,  the  United  Kingdom  99,190,  Austria-Hungary  30,554,  and 
the  United  States  25,393  dozen.  The  total  imports  of  bottles  and 
phials  for  pharmaceutical  uses  into  Argentina  that  year  amounted  to 
^Y96,773  pounds,  the  bulk  of  which  ^,266,248  pounds)  came  from 
Germany.  The  United  States  sent  the  next  largest  shipment,  730,649 
pounds;  while  France  was  third,  supplying  669,871  pounds. 

In  1914  Argentina's  imports  of  bottles  and  flasks  totaled  875,060 
dozen,  and  of  bottles  and  phials  for  pharmaceutical  uses  2,498,078 
pounds;  data  as  to  the  countries  of  origin  are  not  available. 

[A  list  of  the  dealers  In  botUea,  breweries,  manafactorers  of  soda  and  aerated 
drinks,  etc.,  io  Buenoa  Aires  may  be  obtained  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  one  of  its  district  ofScea.   Refer  to  file  No.  72101.] 


Department  Turns  Back  Balance  to  Ooremmeut  Exhilat  Board. 

The  Department  of  Commerce,  in  closing  its  accounts  in  connection 
with  the  exhibits  of  the  department  at  the  Panama-Pacfic  Inter- 
national Exposition  at  San  Francisco,  turned  back  to  the  Govern- 
ment Exhibit  ^oard  $1,300.65,  the  portion  of  its  allotment  in  excess 
of  the  amount  required  to  cover  all  outstanding  liabilities. 
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FOREIGN  FBESS  REVIEWS  OF  TRADE  COHDITIOH& 
Effects  of  War  on  Sntch  SUpptng  Sniiog  the  Fast  Tear. 

While  Dutch  over-sea  shipping  [)rofited  by  the  high  freights  and 
great  demand  for  cargo  space,  during  1915,  the  ships  in  the  Dutch 
tran«3t  trade  suffered  from  abnormal  dullness  or  even  reached  an 
absolute  standstill.  The  Gazette  de  HoUande,  in  a  review  of  the 
year,  says  that  "the  splendid  ports  of  Rotterdam  alid  Amsterdam 
nave  been  practically  deserted,  the  only  stir  being  caused  by  the 
arrivals  for  home  consumption,  about  30  per  cent  of  the  normal 
business."  Of  the  over-aea  traffic,  the  paper  says:  "Profits  were  con- 
Biderable,  and  all  signs  go  to  show  that  the  companies  do  not  intend 
to  weaken  the  strong  position  they  achieved  by  paying  out  high 
dividends,  but  will  utilize  additional  sums,  in  part  at  least,  for 
writings  off,  reserves,  improvements  and  modernizing." 

It  is  stated  that  one  of  the  curious  features  of  the  abnormal  year 
was  that  ships  flying  the  Duteh  flag  received  12  to  25  cents  more  per 
ton  than  ships  of  the  other  neutr^s.  "The  Netherlands,"  says  the 
Gazette  de  HoUande,  "unlike  Scandinavia,  has  been  selling  second- 
hand boats  at  a  much  higher  price  than  they  would  have  fetebed 
otherwise,  bv  which  policy  the  Dutch  shipbuilding  yards  profited 
largely,  as  tne  ships  which  had  been  disposed  of  were  in  most  cases 
replaced  by  new,  modem  vessels." 

Beeldiv  Foreign  Karkets  for  Zgyptlaa  Aloe. 

An  attempt  to  obtain  definite  information  regarding  the  market 
for  Egyptian  rice  in  foreign  countries,  made  by  the  Bureau  of  Com- 
mercial Intelligence  attached  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  has 
resulted  in  reports,  according  to  the  Egyptian  Mail,  that  there  will 
probably  be  a  market  for  the  rice  in  England.  It  may  be  necessary, 
however,  to  husk  the  rice  in  Egypt  before  export,  as  in  previous 
years  it  has  been  difficult  to  sell  unhusked  rice  in  the  United  King- 
dom, the  chief  market  for  this  product  being  the  Netherlands,  where 
there  are  important  rice-husking  and  cleaning  mills.  The  Egyptian 
Gazette  reports  that,  following  a  published  statement  from  the 
bureau  on  the  subject  mentioned,  a  letter  was  received  from  Lisbon^ 
Portugal,  giving  approval  to  a  sample  of  cleaned  Egyjptian  Yapam 
rice  recenUy  received  there,  and  seeking  communication  with  pro- 
ducers. 

British  Imports  of  Woolen  Bags  Deerease. 

Figures  taken  from  the  British  Board  of  Trade  returns  for  Decem- 
ber, 1915,  by  the  Yorkshire  (Eng.)  Observer  show  a  largely  decreased 
quantity  of  woolen  rags  impoi*ted  into  Great  Britain  from  foreign 
countries.  The  total  imports  for  the  year  were  only  22,423  tons,  a 
decrease  of  17,754  tons  from  the  total  for  1914,  while  the  latter,  in 
its  turn,  had  been  about  12,000  tons  below  tl«  normal  quantity.  In 
1915  the  imports  improved  vastly  for  a  considerable  period,  particu- 
larly in  the  case  of  the  United  States,  but  in  the  last  quarter  they 
diminished  seriously,  principally  because  of  tlie  strong  demand  and 
tiie  high  prices  obtaining  in  the  United  States  and  France.  At  an 
earlier  date,  supplies  haa  ceased  to  come  from  Italy,  the  rags  being 
required  for  manufacturing  pui-poses  there,  and  from  norm  Euro- 
pean countries  «ich  as  Norway,  Sweden,  and  Denmark. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


GOUMESOE  BEPOBXEk  673 

The  gravity  of  the  shortage  is  declared  to  be  minimized  by  the 
remarkable  extent  to  which  the  deficiency  in  the  supplies  of  foreign 
i^gs  has  been  made  good  by  collections  in  the  United  Kingdom.  The 
Yorkshire  Observer  says  that  these  continue  to  be  maintained  in  a 
surprising  manner. 

Conditions  In  Coal  Industry  in  Great  Britain. 

Among  the  items  in  the  second  general  report  of  the  Departmental 
Committee  named  in  Great  Britain,  to  inquire  into  the  conditions 
prevailing  in  the  coal-mining  industry,  was  the  statement  that  prices 
of  pit  wood  had  risen  to  a  very  high  level  since  the  outbreak  of  war, 
and  that  tbey  had  finally  reached  a  point  "likely  to  affect  the 
industry  materially,  nnless  some  controlfmg  influence  is  interposed." 
The  industry  is  now  being  increasingly  compelled  to  draw  upon 
available  supplies  of  home-grown  timber,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of 
obtaining  supplies  of  foreign  timber  at  workable  prices.  The  com- 
mittee is  expected  to  make  a  later  report  on  this  subject. 

In  considering  the  record  of  production,  the  committee  found  that 
the  loss  of  output  for  the  first  year  of  the  present  war,  compared  with 
the  corresponding  months  of  the  preceding  year,  was  29,924,727  tons, 
or  a  decrease  of  about  11  per  cent.  Over  ^e  period  August.  Septem- 
ber, and  October,  1915,  the  output  was  greater  than  in  the  like  period 
of  1914  by  1,500,000  tons,  or  500,000  tons  per  month.  The  fallmg  off 
as  compared  with  August,  September,  and  October,  1913,  was,  how- 
ever, 7,250,000  tons,  or  at  the  rate  of  over  2,400,000  tons  per  mionUu 

Japanese  Oak  Gaining  In  Popnlarlty, 

The  London  Timber  Trades  Journal  states  that  it  has  taken  10 
years  for  the  oak  of  Japan  to  enter  into  its  first  stage  of  apprecia- 
tion in  Great  Britain.  The  earlier  shipments,  it  says,  caused  a 
prejudice  against  the  wood,  as  the  dippers  had  not  found  out  how 
to  handle  the  business.  Now,  after  more  experience,  a  sufficient  sup- 
ply of  bright,  clean,  good  quality  is  obtainable,  in  good  length?  and 
good  widths,  and  there  is  also  a  plentiful  supply  of  well-sawn,  square- 
edged  boards  and  planks.  It  is  important  to  the  success  of  any  kind 
of  timber  that  it  shall  be  obtained  continuously — one  shipment  after 
another,  alike,  and  all  satisfactory.  "  The  joiner,"  says  the  Timber 
Trades  Journal,  "  will  favor  the  use  of  Japanese  oak,  as  it  is  pleasant 
to  work  and,  when  finished,  the  proprietor  will  be  pleased  with  the 
good  appearance,  color,  texture,  and  quality,  which  is,  indeed,  in  all 
respects  equal  to  any  other  kind  of  foreign  oak." 

[A  diacusslon  of  both  Siberian  and  Japanese  oak  appeared  In  Gouuebcb 
BvQBTS  for  Jan.  22,  191&] 


lire  Stock  Slanghtered  in  Chile. 

Consul  David  J.  J>.  Myers  reports  from  Punta  Arenas  that  807,872 
sheep  and  Iambs  were  slaughtered  by  the  three  freezing  plants  in 
his  district  last  season,  in  addition  to  the  45,000  sheep  and  15,000 
lambs  killed  by  the  local  butchers  in  the  municipal  abattoir  at  that 
Chilean  port.  On  account  of  the  European  demand  for  meat,  it  is 
believed  that  the  killing  this  coming  season  (1916)  will  be  much 
larger. 
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AHEBIOAK  OONDEHSED  HILC  FOSSIBUITIES  IN  BTnUEA. 

[Coosul  U.  K.  Hoorheacl.  Rangoon,  Nor.  2.] 

During  the  year  ended  March  31,  1915,  imports  into  Burma  of 
condensed  and  preserved  milk  amoimted  to  only  6,647,918  pounds, 
valued  at  $636,190,  as  compared  with  9,307,004  pounds,  valued  at 
$802,880,  in  the  preceding  year.  This  large  decrease  was  due  to 
difficulty  in  obtaining  supplies  on  account  of  the  war.  Imports  from 
the  United  States  declined  from  44,801  pounds  to  81,951  pounds. 
During  the  12  months  from  October  1,  1914,  to  September  30,  1915, 
however,  imports  of  milk  from  the  United  States  amounted  to  50,237 
pounds.  During  this  period  the  total  imports  of  condensed  and  pre- 
served milk  amounted  to  only  5,710,379  pounds,  valued  at  $613^90. 
The  highest  record  was  during  the  year  ended  March  31, 1914,  when 
imports  amounted  to  9,307,001  pounds,  valued  at  $8(3,880.  It  is 
highly  improbable  that  such  large  quantities  will  again  be  imported 
as  long  as  the  war  lasts,  with  the  resulting  hard  times. 
Thiek,  Sweet  Condensed  Prodoot  Preferred. 

Preserved  milk  is  used  to  a  large  extent  in  this  Province,  by  the 
Burmese  and  Chinese  communities.  The  thick,  sweet  condensed  milk 
is  preferred.  This  is  not  used  as  a  beverage  or  for  cooking,  but  is 
spread  on  sweet  English  biscuits  and  eaten.  The  largest  share  of 
the  preserved -milk  trade  is  in  this  thick,  sweet  milk.  The  European 
and  American  communities  consume  the  unsweetened  evaporated 
or  natural  milk.   This  trade,  however,  is  comparatively  small. 

The  only  American  milk  imported  at  present  is  the  unsweetened 
evaporated.  American  manufacturers  of  the  sweet,  thick,  condensed 
product  should  make  an  effort  to  get  a  share  of  Burma's  trade.  It 
will  be  necessary  to  do  a  large  amount  of  advertising.  The  brands 
now  on  the  market  are  well  known,  and  have  for  years  been  exten- 
sively advertised  in  the  newspapers,  on  theater  programs,  and  espe- 
cially by  moving-picture  exhibits  throughout  the  Province. 
Prepared  to  Kepresent  American  Firms. 

The  American  consulate  has  received  a  letter  from  a  man  who 
was  a  partner  in  a  firm  which  until  recently  owned  one  of  the  largest 
I'etail  grocery  and  provision  fchops  in  Rangoon.  This  man  now  de- 
sires to  secure  the  representation  of  American  products,  especially 
condensed  milk.  His  proposition  is  that  he  be  appointed  a  traveling 
agent  for  American  manufacturers  for  Burma,  India,  and  Ceylon, 
iiis  compensation  to  conast  of  a  commission  on  all  sales  made,  and 
that  all  traveling  and  advertising  expenses  be  paid  by  the  manu- 
facturers. He  would  place  all  orders  through  prominent  firms  in 
each  trading  center. 

[The  name  of  the  man  who  desires  to  represent  American  maniifncturers 
may  be  obtainetl  from  the  Btireau  ot  Foreign  ami  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its 
(Ifstrlct  offices,  liefer  to  file  No.  71906.  Several  articles  relatlnj;  to  the  uuirkets 
for  condensed  milk  have  been  published  in  CouuEatcK  Refobts,  inelufUng 
one  on  heaU.  England,  Jan.  7, 1016;  China,  Nov.  27,  1015;  and  Sonth  Africa, 
Aug.  19,  1013,  with  a  statement  of  the  general  gain  In  American  exports  on 
Nov.  20, 1015.]   

The  Monetary  Times  (Toronto,  Canada)  states  that  the  city  of 
Brantford  will  apply  to  Parliament  for  power  to  extend  the  line  of 
tlie  Grand  Valley  Kailway  from  its  present  terminus  in  the  township 
'tf  Brantford  to  a  point  in  or  near  CainsviUe,  Ontario. 
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TBADHHa  rahwat  apfbehtices  nr  itait. 

[Consul  Wllllnm  F.  Koltpy,  Rome] 

According  to  information  furnished  by  the  Director  General  of 
the  Italian  State  Railways,  firemen  are  chosen  from  the  ranks  of 
the  young  mechanical  workers  who  have  attended  the  ordinary  ele- 
mentary State  schools  and  who  must  then  pass  a  competitive  exami- 
nation. Upon  their  entry  into  the  service  they  are  given  a  special 
theoretical  course  by  engineers  and  receive  practical  training  by 
■working  in  the  machine  shops.  Six  to  nine  months  are  required  to 
complete  this  course,  after  which  each  candidate  must  undergo  fur- 
ther examination,  and  if  successful,  is  admitted  as  fireman  en  a 
locomotive.  The  working  of  air  brakes  is  taught  as  an  inte^;ral  part 
of  the  course  that  candidates  for  the  firemen^s  examination  must 
take.  This  instruction  is  both  theoretical  and  practical,  and  includes 
not  only  the  working  of  the  brakes  but  a  full  knowledge  of  ^e  stJruC' 
ture  and  functions  of  the  component  parts. 

After  at  least  four  years'  service  as  fireman  the  employee  may  take 
the  final  examination,  which,  if  passed,  entitles  him  to  appointment 
as  locomotive  engineer.  The  most  efficient  and  intelligent  among  the 
engineers  may  be  chosen  as  superintendents  or  chiefs  of  the  locomo- 
tive sheds  or  shops. 

In  a  few  cases  the  apprentices  engaged  on  work  in  the  locomotire 
sheds  or  machine  shops  may  be  appointed  firemen,  as  their  practical 
experience  in  cleaning  the  machines,  laying  and  starting  the  fires  in 
the  locomotives,  and  general  contact  with  the  practical  work  is  con- 
sidered to  be  a  good  preparation  for  the  work.  These  employees 
pass  into  the  grade  of  firemen  without  attending  the  theoretical  and 
practical  courses  mentioned,  but  they  are  rarely  able  to  attain  the 
gT&de  of  locomotive  engineer  on  trains.  After  several  years*  service 
as  firemen  they  may  become  engineers  on  yard  engines  or  those  used 
on  secondary  lines. 

AlCEBICAH  COKSXTLAB  OFFICEBS  OH  LEAVE  07  ABSEHCB. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Name. 

Post. 

Expfra- 

tion  of 
venuo. 

Addresi, 

Marine,  Edwtn  I.  

Hsnusfbo,  VeneznelB . 
8>n  Lnls  Potosi, 
Hexloo. 

Talhot:^TalwaD  

Niagara  FallSiOntsrio. 

Feb.  17 
Feb.  IS 

Hv.  11 
Apr.  1 

1S3  Clnireii  Street,  Holille,  Ala.  ■ 
1905  NorUi  Budi  Street,  Omta  Ana^. 

1031  CUnton  Street,  FhlladelpUa,  Pa. 
1978  West  85tb  Street,  CJevebnd.  Ohio. 
DepBrtmentoIState,  WBshfDstoa,  J}.0. 

Hew  Xdghting  System  to  be  Installed. 

Consul  Edward  A.  Dow,  at  St.  Stephen,  New  Brunswick,  reports 
under  date  of  Februa^  2  that  the  substitution  of  nitrogen  lamps 
for  the  arc  lamps  now  in  use  in  Fredericton  is  being  considered,  and 
one  of  the  alternative  propositions  made  by  the  Fredericton  Gas 
Light  Co.  would  involve,  if  accepted,  the  purchase  of  a  new  dynamo, 
two  transformers,  two  rectifiers,  and  possibly  other  supplies. 
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FOREiair  TEABE  OFPOBTUNZTIES. 

Reserved  nddreBses  mar  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bareu  and  Its  dIatrleC  4>S«««.  Request 
.   Tor  each  opportimlty  sbould  be  on  a  eep'arate  Bheet  and  tbe  Ue  nnnibcr  slven.  _ 

Hardicare  and  howtehold  electrical  ftxturet.  No.  20095. — A  commo-cial  af(eoi 
of  the  Bureau  reports  thot  a  man  In  Bni^aDd  desires  to  r^Hresent  Amini- 
can  manufacturers  of  light  hardware  and  hous^ld  tiectrical  fixtures. 

Reference  la  given. 

Agrioultural  implementii,  cotton  goods,  hardimre.  etc.  No.  20096. — An  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  In  East  Africa  reports  that  a  firm  In  his  district  de- 
sires to  receive  catalogues,  prices,  uiid  full  information  from  American 
manufacturers  of  agricultural  ItnpleiiientB,  cotton  piece  goods,  ll^t  hard* 
ware,  cutlery,  and  statlona^* 

anap  fatteneni.  Mo.  20097.— An  American  consular  oflteer  in  France  rqNHla 
that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  cmnmunlcate  with  American  mpriur 
facturers  of  snap  fasteners  for  women's  clothing.  Samples  of  the  fas* 
teners  desired  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  offices.  (Refer 
to  File  No.  6704G. )  Correspondence  should  be  In  French  and  prices  qucrted 
c.  1.  f.  French  ports.  It  *s  stated  that  the  man  Is  In  position  to  Bdl 
quantities  of  these  snap  fasteners  yearly. 

Electric  motor.  No.  20098. — A  firm  in  Canada  Informs  an  American  oodbqIat 

officer  that  It  desires  to  purchase  an  electric  motor.  125  horsepower,  5B0 
Volts,  direct  current  Quotations  ore  desires  c.  1,  f.  destination,  but  C,  o.  b. 
quotations  will  be  i'onslaei*ed.  Correspondence  may  be  In  Uugllsh. 

Wemring  apfwrcl,  etc..  No.  2O099.-~A  man  In  the  United  States  writes  that  his 
correspondeut  in  Cuba  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  American  mahu- 
faetui*ers  of  weuritiy  apparel,  such  us  hosier}',  linen  collars,  scarfs  and 
:  cravats,  leather  belts,  shirts,  underwear,  petticoats,  corset  covers,  cotton 
and  artlQdal  silk,  kimonas  of  artificial  silk,  silk  ribbons,  piece  goods  of 
cotton  and  artificial  silks,  and  lingerie  and  novelties  of  all  kinds. 

Electrical  tupplies.  No.  20100. — A  man  In  Italy  writes  that  he  desires  to  receive 
quotations  from  American  manufacturers  of  electrical  supplies  used  in 
electriC'light  Installations. 

Canned  »hrinip.  No.  20101.— A  commercial  organization  in  the  United  States 
transmits  an  inquiry  from  a  mun  In  .Spain  who  desires  to  communicate 
with  American  exporters  of  canned  shrimp.  Correspondence  should  be  in 
Spanlsli. 

Tiisvc  paper,  No.  20102. — An  American  consular  officer  in  the  United  KtngflMn 
reports  that  a  firm  la  his  district  desires  to  receive  samples,  quatatlons, 

anil  full  Information  from  American  manufacturers  of  tissue  paper  used  in 
making  fancy  work  transfers.  The  paper  must  not  be  porous.  Reference 
is  given.  A  sample  of  the  tissue  paper  <leslred  may  be  examined  at  the 
Bureau  or  Its  district  offices.   (Refer  to  file  No.  71863.) 

Jce  machines,  bitcvits,  etc.  No,  20103. — A  man  in  East  Africa  informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  prices,  and 
full  Information  from  American  mannfacturers  of  bakers'  and  confection- 
ers' supplies,  biscuits,  and  lee  machines  capable  of  producing  one-half  ton 
of  Ice  per  day.   Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

yFearing  appareX,  No,  20104. — A  man  In  The  Netherlands  writes  that  he  desires 
to  conmninlcate  with  American  manufacturei's  and  exporters  of  fleece- 
lined  untlerwear  for  men ;  hosiery,  especially  woolen  stockings ;  etc. 

Drvggitts'  supplies,  paper,  etc..  No,  20105. — A  business  man  from  Chile  and 
Costa  Rk-a,  now  In  the  Uniteil  States,  states  that  his  firm  desires  to 
represent,  on  a  commission  basis,  American  manufacturers  of  druggists* 
and  dentists'  supplies,  toilet  articles,  confectionery,  gi-oceries,  Callfonila 
wines,  paper,  conlnge,  wall  paper,  toys,  leather,  etc.  The  man  also  states 
that  lie  Is  willing  to  visit  factories  and  consult  with  business  firms.  Refer- 
ences are  given.  A  complete  list  of  the  articles  desired  may  be  obtained 
on  application  to  tbe  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.. 
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COTTOH  GOODS  ASD  THE  VEJMEZ  UJiXAN  TARIFF. 

[American  MinlBter  Preston  UcQoodwin,  Caracas,  Dec.  31.] 

TnTcstigntion  of  complaints  as  to  the  effect  of  the  Veneziielan  cus- 
toms tariff  on  imports  of  American  cutton  goods,  especially  as  to 
advantages  that  may  have  been  enjoyed  by  manufacturers  of  other 
countries,  reveals  the  fact  that  no  new  legislation  on  this  subject  has 
been  enacted  for  more  than  seven  years  and  that,  instead  of  having 
been  reduced  almost  to  negligible  proportions,  the  American  share 
in  this  trade  has  increased  materially  during  the  past  five  years.  la 
1910  the  United  States  furnished  7.7  per  cent  of  Venezuela's  total 
imports  of  cotton  goods;  in  1911,  8  per  cent;  in  1912,  10.3  per  cent; 
in  1913,  22.6  per  cent;  in  1914,  14.9  per  cent;  and  for  the  first  six 
months  of  1915  (the  latest  figures  available),  21.7  per  cent. 

For  the  reason  that  cotton  goods  represent  the  principal  item  of 
import  in  Venezuela  as  in  most,  if  not  all  other  Latin-American 
countries,  and  especially  in  order  to  confiim  in  every  way  possible 
the  information  I  had  gathered  in  Caracas  during  the  more  than  two 
years  of  my  residence  here,  I  have  obtained  detailed  reports  fi'ora 
the  American  consular  officials  stationed  at  the  five  ports  where  more 
than  99  per  cent  of  Venezuela's  importations  are  entered.  These 
reports  are  supplemented  by  personal  conversations  had  with  numer- 
ous representatives  of  cotton-goods  mills  in  America  and  Knglnnd, 
with  wholesale  dealers  of  Maracaibo,  Cindad  Bolivar,  La  Guaira, 
Puerto  Cabello,  and  Caracas,  and  with  foiincr  as  well  as  pi'esent 
officials  in  Congress,  the  National  Treasury,  and  the  customhouses. 

Statements  of  Consnlar  Officers. 

I  quote  the  following  brief  expressions  from  American  considar 

officers  in  answer  to  my  inf|uiry  as  to  whether  there  is  any  inequality 
in  the  Venezuelan  tariff  or  in  the  administration  of  it  at  their  respec- 
tive ports: 

From  Consul  Homer  Bi*ett,  La  Guaira: 

I  have  heard  but  two  renftonR  plven  for  the  relatively  smnll  consiimntlon  of 
American  cotton  fjoods  in  Vene7Aiela ;  one  Is  ttie  iimch  more  lllKT-nl  tTe<lIt<!  Kiveu 
by  Europeans,  and  tlie  other  is  timt  Aiiiei-icnii  Roods  mo  hotter  In  qimlity  miil 
higlter  In  price  than  is  demanded  locally.  The  fact  that  in  the  lowest  clossl- 

M»rM«  577 


Digitized  by 


Google 


578 


COMMEUCE  REPORTS. 


flcatlon  provided  for,  i.  e.,  that  of  unblencliert  canvas,  the  importatloos  are 
almost  exclusively  American,  Indicates  that  there  Is  no  tariff  discrimination. 

Thomas  W.  Voetter,  consul  at  La  Giiaira  for  four  years  up  to  last 
March,  in  a  report  dated  February  5, 1914,  s&id: 

The  Vencziielan  mstoins  tnrifF  niul  customs  administration  law's  and  refiola- 
tions  do  not  discriminate  In  favor  of  or  nRalnst  any  Government  or  Ita  products, 
except  the  30  p6r~  cent  surtax  on  articles  shipped  from  any  ot  the  colonies  of 
the  West  luOles. 

From  Consul  Herbert  K.  Wright,  Puerto  Cabello: 

The  tariff  has  nothing  to  do  with  It  [sale  of  American  cotton  goods].  The 
same  tariff  schedules  apply  to  Enrope  as  to  tlie  United  States,  In  this  district. 

From  Consular  Agent  Wiliam  Henderson,  Ciudad  Bolivar: 

Importo-s  assert  that  they  are  unable  to  see  In  what  way  the  tariff  has  been 
Injurious  to  American  manufacturers  [of  cotton]. 

Consul  George  K.  Donald,  of  Maracaibo,  stated  that  there  was  no 
discrimination  practiced  by  the  port  authorities  against  American 
cotton  goods;  that  the  tariff  regulations  are  applied  to  shipments 
from  an  countries  in  like  manner. 

Hut  Give  the  Xarket  What  it  Vant& 

The  same  authorities  are  agreed  as  to  the  methods  that  should  be 
employed  by  American  manuiiuiturers  of  cotton  goods  who  desire  to 
extend  their  sales  in  Venezuela.  For  example,  Mr.  Henderson,  who 
writes  from  personal  Imowledge,  states: 

The  only  reasons  [American]  cottons  can  not  compete  with  English  fabrics 
are,  first,  that  they  are  too  high-priced  for  this  market,  although  of  correqiond- 
ii^  good  quality,  and,  second,  that  there  seems  to  be  little  variation  In  the 
design  of  the  prints.  Of  course,  the  £}n?ltsh  manufacturers,  from  years  of  ex- 
perience In  tills  line  of  goods,  Ivnow  the  exact  patterns  that  are  popular  here, 
which  fact  is  of  no  small  importance.  In  drills,  American  fabrics  have  made 
a  certain  amount  of  headway,  but  merchants  say  they  work  out  too  expeaidve 
for  this  market 

C<msul  Wright  expresses  the  same  idea  thus : 

I  have  just  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  slielf  after  shelf  of  American  cotton 
goods  and  drills  and  have  been  told:  "If  the  manufacturerB  of  the  United 
States  will  send  ns  what  we  want,  size,  color,  etc.,  and  not  merely  what  tb^ 
want  to  give  us,  there  is  no  reason  why  they  can  not  sell  more  cotton  goods 
here.  We  know  what  we  want  and  what  we  can  sell ;  we  can  not  sdl  what 
they  want  to  send  us."  This  seems  to  be  the  only  difficulty. 

Merchants  here  claim  that  this  refusal  to  change  products  to  suit 
the  Venezuelan  market  is  general  with  American  manufacturers  of 
cotton  goods;  but  while  they  understand  that  this  refusal  is  based 
upon  a  determination  not  to  lower  the  standard  of  American  prod- 
ucts, and  while  they  sympathize  with  the  manufacturer's  motives, 
they  continue  to  place  their  orders  with  European  firms  that  supply 
the  article  desired.  This  is  wholly  aside  from  the  much-discii^ed 
subject  of  credit.  The  difference  between  the  average  prices  for  the 
principal  grades  of  American  and  English,  German,  and  Spanish 
cotton  fabrics  is  1  cent  per  yard  more  for  American  prints  ranging 
from  64  by  64  threads  to  72  by  72  threads,  and  one-fourth  of  1  cent 
per  yard  more  for  American  common  54  by  54  tiireads. 

Cuitoms  Classiflcatlon  of  Cotton  Piece  Goods. 

lu  normal  times  the  annual  shipments  of  cc^toD  ^oods  to  Veoeznda 
amount  to  nearly  $2,000,000.   During  the  first  six  months  of  1915 
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American  sales  were  sli^tly  in  excess  of  one-fifth  of  the  total.  As 
merchants  throughout  the  country  do  not  hesitate  to  acknowledge 
their  superiority,  the  reputation  of  American-made  cotton  goods 
would  seem  to  be  established;  hence  there  remains  only  the  actual 
work  of  taking  orders^rovided  the  proper  weights,  widths,  and  pat- 
terns are  supplied.  The  importance  of  weight  and  thread  count 
becomes  evident  when  one  studies  the  tariff  schedules  of  this  southern 
Kepublic.  The  customs  classification  of  cotton  goods  in  the  Vene- 
zu^an  tariff  is: 

Cla»»  IV  (duty,  InclmlTe  of  surtaxes.  $10^  per  100  pounds,  gross  wefght) : 
Unbleached  canvas;  unbleached  duck,  weighing  more  tlion  250  grams  per  square 
mptpr  (7^  ounces  per  erjuure  yard),  made  of  twisted  thread  of  ply  yarn,  or 
of  single  thread  doubled  In  the  warp  nnd  fliling  or  In  only  one  of  these; 
fabrics  for  floor  coverings;  common  fabrics  for  the  manufacture  of  furniture. 

Class  V  (duty.  Inclusive  of  surtaxes,  $17.13  per  100  pounds,  gross  weight)  : 
White  or  dyed  fabrics,  plain  or  figured,  nappod  or  not,  weighing  more  than  130 
grams  per  square  meter  (3.83  ounces  per  square  yard) ;  printe<l  fabrics,  weigh- 
ing between  130  and  140  grams  per  squore  meter  (3.83  to  4.13  ounces  per  square 
7ard),  are  subject  to  a  surtax  of  25  per  cent  of  the  duty;  printed  fabrics 
weighing  more  than  140  grams  per  square  meter ;  plain  bleactied  fabrics,  con- 
taining In  half  a  square  of  5  millimeters  (0.10G8r>  inch)  to  the  side  not  more 
than  IC  threads;  bleaciied  duck  weighing  not  more  tlian  250  grams  per  square 
meter  (7.37  ounces  per  squore  yard)  ;  coloml  cotton  fobrlcs,  made  entirely  of 
dyed  yarn  or  of  dyed  and  bleached  yarn,  plain  or  figured,  smooth  or  with  stripes 
or  squares,  fancy  or  not,  weighing  from  70  to  100  grams  per  square  meter  (2.06 
to  2.95  ounces  per  square  yurd),  and  containing  in  baU  a  square  of  5  mlUU 
meters  to  tiie  side  not  more  than  13  threads. 

Class  VI  (<luty.  Inclusive  of  surtaxes,  $34.20  per  100  pounds,  gross  weight) : 
Colored  cotton  fabrics,  of  the  kind  Included  under  doss  V,  containing  more 
than  13  threads  in  luilf  a  square  of  5  miillmeters  to  the  side,  and  weighing 
from  101  to  130  grams,  inclusive,  or  less  than  70  grams,  per  square  meter 
(from  2.98  to  3.83,  or  less  tlmn  2.0C,  ounces  per  square  yard)  ;  siuUIar  fabrics, 
fifnired  or  embroidered,  are  Rul)ject  to  a  surtax  of  2^  per  cent  of  the  duty ; 
ptnin  bleacheii  fabrics  containing  in  half  n  square  of  5  millimeters  to  the  side 
from  17  to  21  tlireads,  inclusive;  plain  colored  or  printed  fabrics,  containing 
in  lialf  n  square  of  5  niilllnietei-s  to  the  side  not  more  than  10  threads;  plain 
d.vetl  filhrics,  containing  in  half  a  square  of  5  millimeters  to  the  side  not  more 
than  IC  threads,  and  weighing  less  than  50  grams  [ler  scjuore  meter  (1.47  ounces 
per  sqtuire  yard),  are  subject  to  n  surtax  of  25  per  cent  of  the  duty ;  bleached, 
colored,  or  printed  fabrics,  figured,  open-worked,  or  embroidered;  not  otherwise 
specified,  are  subject  to  a  surtax  of  25  iter  cent  of  the  duty;  fabrics  mLied  with 
gont  hair. 

Clann  VII  (duty.  Inclusive  of  snrtaxos,  $68.53  per  100  pounds,  gross  weight) : 
Velveteen,  corduroy,  and  phisli;  plain  bleac!ie<l  fabrics,  containing  in  half  a 
square  of  5  niiilim  tors  to  the  side  more  than  21  threads ;  plain  colored  or 
printed  fal)ric's,  containing  In  Imlf  a  wjuare  of  5  niiUinieters  to  the  side  more 
than  IG  tlirends;  fabrics  mixed  with  ai'tiUcial  sill£  to  an  exteut  of  not  more 
than  20  im'  cent  by  weight. 

European  Methods  Bilog  Saocees. 

In  following  carefully  the  success  thnt  has  attended  certain  Ameri- 
can cotton-goods  makers  in  this  0eld  it  develops  that  tvithotit  excep- 
tion they  have  adhered  to  European  methods.  They  Iiave  considered 
the  fact  that  the  tariff  cliarges  are  based  upon  the  number  of  threads 
to  the  square  centimeter;  that  the  goods  must  be  made  and  declared 
accordingly.  These  American  firms  found  that  the  English,  Ger- 
man, Dutch,  Italian,  and  French  firms  seldom  experienced  difti- 
cnlties,  either  with  their  customers  or  at  the  ports,  because  they  had 
studied  the  demands  of  both — and  the  importance  of  observing 
strictly  the  customs  regulations  can  not  be  overestimated. 

Stich  American  firms  have  prospered  in  this  field  far  beyond  their 
expectatio<ia.  "When  they  encountered  difficulties  it  was  because  they 
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did  not  follow  the  tedious  course  of  the  Europeans.  For  example, 
one  American  manufacturer  refused  to  comply  with  the  request  of  a 
local  importer  for  a  change  in  the  goods  to  conform  with  Venezuelan 
tariff  regulations.  Instead  he  voluntarily  reduced  his  price;  but 
the  excess  of  tariff  duties  did  not  by  any  means  compensate  for  the 
difference,  and  the  local  merchant  has  had  in  stock  for  four  years 
the  goods  that  cost  him  50  per  cent  more  than  what  should  have 
been  their  retail  price. 

Good  Outlook  for  Drills — BMrtings  and  Calicoes. 

In  Caracas,  as  well  as  at  all  seaports,  the  merchants  are  agreed 
that  there  could  be  a  material  increase  in  sales  of  American  drills. 
Importers  say  they  can  not  dispose  of  drills  more  than  60  or  62  centi- 
meters (23.62  or  24.41  inches)  in  width.  The  usual  reply  of  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  is  that  they  can  not  afford  to  modify  their  mills 
except  for  a  minimum  of  500  bolts  for  each  design,  which  is  con- 
sidered here  an  entirely  impossible  reouirement.  European  mills 
will  sell  a  minimum  of  50  bolts  for  each  aesi^,  possibly  because  they 
are  making  sales  from  the  same  design  in  nine  or  more  other  Latin- 
American  countries  at  the  same  time.  Assuming  that  the  merchant 
would  require  20  separate  designs  (and  it  must  be  recalled  that  in 
these  tropical  countries  the  people  wear  fancy  colored  drills  almost 
entirely),  under  the  American  rule  it  would  be  necessary  to  purchase 
10,000  bolts  of  one  quality  only,  which  no  firm  in  Venezuela  is 
capable  of  doing. 

The  three  large  cotton  mills  in  Vraiezuela  are  making  i^luidid 
gra^  shirtings,  using  American  machinery  and  American  cotton. 
It  IS  doubtful  if  there  could  be  anv  sale  of  this  fabric  from  the 
United  States,  but  merchants  claim  there  could  be  increased  sales  of 
calicoes  ("zarazas").  The  present  retail  price  of  calico  is  10  cents 
the  vara  [vare-33.38  inches].  In  order  to  make  a  profit  at  this 
figure,  always  considering  the  high  tariff,  the  fabric  must  weis^i 
less  than  70  grams  or  more  than  140  grams  to  the  square  meter,  whDe 
the  American  product  usually  weighs  110  jp;rams  to  the  square  metw, 
thereby  incurring  an  additional  surtox  of  25  per  cent.  The  width 
of  driUs  must  be  about  58  centimeters  (22.83  inches). 


VESSELS  BiniT  IN  UitllTED  STATES  IN  JAITUABT. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Navigation  reports  48  sailing,  steam, 

fas,  and  unrigged  vessels  of  26,408  gross  tons  built  in  the  United 
tales  and  officially  numbered  during  January,  1916.  The  largest 
steel  steamers  included  in  these  figures  are:  Santa  Barbara,  of 
6,621  ^ross  tons,  built  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  owned  by  the  Atlantic 
si.  Pacific  Steamship  Corporation ;  Ewana,  of  5,915  gross  tons,  built 
at  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  and  owned  by  Hugo  P.  Frear;  Bristol^  of 
8,971  gross  tons,  built  at  Camden,  N.  J.,  and  owned  by  Coastwiae 
Transportation  Co.;  Clare  of  3,455  gross  tons,  built  at  Sparrows 
Point,  Md.,  and  owned  by  Maryland  Steel  Co.;  Dade,  of  1,151  gross 
tons,  built  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  owned  by  C.  L.  Dimon. 

One  vessel  was  added  to  the  merchant  fleet  from  sources  than 
construction— the  OAoctaw,  of  707  gross  tons,  built  in  ^anderbnd, 
England. 
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SirSSIAH-AKBBICAH  COHVEBXING  CALEHSASS. 

[Commflielal  Attach^  Utnrj  D.  Baker,  Petrograd,  Jan.  3.] 

The  Sussian  calendar  is  13  days  behind  the  calendai*8  of  other 
Christian  countries,  and  unless  this  fact  is  familiar  to  coi'ivspondents 
in  the  United  States,  considerable  confusion  arises  over  toe  dates 
of  letters,  telegrams,  etc.  Usually  in  Russian  business  correspond- 
ence, both  dates  are  used,  the  Russian  date  haviiig  after  it  the  letters 
O.  S.,  meaning  old  st^le,  and  the  date  of  forei^  countries  N.  S., 
meaning  new  style.  For  instance,  the  Russian  Christmas  occurs  on 
January  7  N.  S.,  and  the  Russian  New  Year's  Day  on  January  14  N.  S. 

By  means  of  the  converting  calendar,  the  plan  of  which  follows, 
new-style  dates  may  be  quickly  changed  into  old-style  dates,  and 
vice  versa.  It  has  been  worked  out  for  both  ordinary  and  leap  years, 
and  is  therefore  perpetual. 


RiBSlBn 
datei. 

N«w-st]rle  months. 

Jan. 

Fob.', 
Apr., 
June, 
AUC., 
Sept., 
Nov. 

Way, 

Julj, 
Dao. 

Uorcb— 

Leap 
years. 

other 
yean. 

1 

H 

U 

14 

14 

s 

U 

15 

15 

IS 

I 

u 

16 

16 

16 

4 

17 

17 

17 

17 

« 

18 

18 

18 

18 

e 

19 

19 

19  - 

19 

7 

90 

30 

20 

20 

s 

21 

21 

31 

21 

9 

21 

33 

33 

23 

10 

33* 

31 

33 

11 

34 

34 

34 

24 

U 

38 

36 

38 

25 

13 

28 

38 

ao 

aa 

U 

27 

27 

27 

27 

15 

38 

38 

38 

28 

18 

3» 

» 

29 

1 

17 

30 

SO 

1 

2 

18 

31 

1 

3 

8 

ig 

1 

3 

8 

4 

X 

3 

3 

4 

5 

21 

3 

4 

6 

6 

a 

4 

6 

« 

7 

» 

» 

6 

7 

8 

34 

8 

7 

8 

9 

3S 

7 

8 

9 

10 

20 

8 

9 

10 

U 

27 

» 

10 

U 

12 

28 

10 

11 

12 

13 

39 

11 

U 

13 

30 

12 

13 

31 

13 

In  changing  old  style  to  new  style  the  addition  of  13  days  toward 
the  end  of  any  month  will  cause  the  new-style  date  to  fall  in  the 
early  part  of  the  following  month;  in  changing  new  style  to  old 
style  the  subtraction  of  13  days  toward  the  beginning  of  any  month 
will  cause  the  old-style  date  to  fall  in  the  hitter  part  of  the  preceding 
month.  The  fii-st  (left-hand)  column  of  figures  refers  to  old-style 
dates;  the  remaining  four  columns  of  figures  refer  to  new-style  dates. 
.If  it  is  desired  to  change  July  10  N.  S.  into  tlie  corresponding  date 
O.  S.,  the  figure  10  is  located  in  tlie  column  headed  July  and  the 
figure  on  the  same  line  in  the  extreme  left-hand  column  (27)  shows 
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the  Russian  date  to  be  the  twenty-seventh  of  the  preceding  month, 

June.  To  change  February  20  O.  S.  to  the  corresponding  new-style 
date,  find  20  in  the  extreme  left-hand  column  and  then  find  the  figure 
On  the  same  line  in  the  column  headed  March.  The  date  mil 
evidently  be  March  4  in  leap  years  and  March  5  in  other  years. 

This  calendar  was  worked  out  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Hinger,  the  repre- 
sentative in  Petrogra^d  of  an  American  locomotive  works. 

PEOFOSED  AUSTBO-GEKMAN  CUSTOMS  THflON. 

In  view  of  the  general  interest  in  the  agitation  for  a  auaboma 
union  between  the  Central  Powers,  the  following  translation  of  an 

article  from  the  Deutscher  Aussenhandel  (official  organ  of  the  Ger- 
man Association  for  Commercial  Treaties),  of  November  20,  1915, 
may  be  of  interest  to  the  readers  of  the  daily  Commrrce  Reports  : 

In  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  its  committee,  the  Vienna  Cham- 
ber  of  Commerce  on  the  21st  of  October  unanimously  adopted  a  not- 
able declaration  of  policy  in  regard  to  the  future  economic  rela- 
tions with  the  German  Empire,  which  possesses  a  fundamental  sig- 
nificance. Here  for  the  first  time  definite  outlines  are  sketched  and 
specific  demands  are  brought  forward  by  an  official  commercial  or- 
ganization in  Austria-Hungary.  Furthermore,  the  announcement  far 
transcends  the  customary  general  statement  of  opinion  and  furnishes 
a  basis  for  further  negotiations  on  the  part  of  Germany  as  welL 
The  unanimous  adoption  of  the  declaration  is  the  more  noteworthy 
by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  committee  in  charge  numbered  among 
its  members  some  well-known  opponents  of  any  closer  economic 
union  with  Germany.  The  resolution  can  not,  it  is  true,  fail  to  show 
a  certain  compromise  character,  which  probably  accounts  for  certain 
contradictions.  The  wording  of  the  resolution  is  as  follows: 

The  economic  uplieiivals  which  nre  to  be  expected  as  a  resnit  of  the  world  war 
make  it  necessary  that  the  Austro-Huogarlan  Monarchy  supplement  Its  mili- 
tary and  iwlitical  alliance  with  the  German  Empire  by  an  economic  union. 
Tills  union  should  render  the  Central  Powers  more  independent  of  tbelr  politi- 
cal and  commercial  opponents  in  regard  to  the  supply  of  necessary  foodstufte* 
raw  materiols,  and  industrial  products,  and  enable  them  to  defend  with  greater 
energy  their  commercial  interests  in  the  world  market. 

In  the  treaty  providing  for  such  a  union,  which  should  be  given  the  longest 
possible  term  of  duration,  without  regard  to  other  agreements  of  this  nature, 
it  should  be  firmly  established  that  the  contracting  nations  will  regulate  their 
commercial  policy  according  to  a  unified  plan  and  will  act  as  a  unit  in  the 
negotiation  of  conunercial  treaties  with  other  countries.  In  order  to  make  this 
possible,  the  two  governments  must  flrst  come  to  an  agre«nent  ns  to  the  cus- 
toms tarlft  which  is  to  lie  used  as  a  basis  for  negotiations.  This  will  be  accom- 
plished most  successfully  by  the  adoption  of  a  common  tariff  system.  Derlations 
in  duties  are  to  be  limited  to  those  cases  in  which  essential  differences  In  eco- 
nomic conditions,  especially  those  affecting  production,  make  this  indispensable. 

In  tlie  commerce  of  the  allied  states  with  each  other,  mutual  support  should 
make  it  possible  for  us  to  bring  all  our  economic  powers  to  full  development^ 
Increase  the  consuuiliig  powers  of  the  population,  lower  the  cost  of  production, 
specialize  industry,  and  win  for  ourselves  an  increasing  share  in  international 
commerce.  It  is  especially  desirable  that  the  monarchy  and  the  Qennan  Em- 
pire sluill  favor  each  other  In  tariff  matters  to  the  greatest  extent  compattble 
with  a  due  regard  for  tlie  protection  of  home  Industries,  allowing  for  diffmneea 
in  the  conditions  of  production.  Through  careful  reconciliation  of  these  differ- 
ences tlie  nec-esslty  for  such  protection  most  gradually  be  lessened  and,  when* 
ever  possible,  set  aside.  The  treaty  of  union  must  hold  open  the  oEq;>ortnDit7 
of  a  conlial  reception  of  other  states  into  a  prefereodal  relation. 

Id  order  to  secure  the  necessary  freedom  of  action  tor  the  cooduloa  ot  ladi 
a  treaty,  it  is  requlaite  that  the  two  govemmenti^  in  ofmAdnatlcni  d  VbOs  r^ 
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Bpective  economic  needs,  shall  agree  npon  tbelr  common  commerclftl  demnnds 
even  before  tlie  bt^nnSng  of  peiice  nesotliitlons.  Espocially  Is  It  to  be  desiml 
tbat  the  commercial  uniou  of  ^e  central  powers  shall  be  recf^lzed  In  the  pence 
treaties  wltb  other  states,  nnd  that  every  claim  to  most-fuvorecl-natlon  treat- 
ment  shall  be  exclnded  at  the  outset. 

Within  the  monarchy  Itself  one  of  the  most  essential  conditions  for  the  for- 
mation of  the  desired  new  an-angeincRt  of  onr  commerclnl  relations  with  Ger- 
man}' and  other  foreign  countries  is  a  new  compromise  agi-eeraent  (Ausglelclis- 
vertrag)  with  Hungary  that  shall  take  account  of  the  new  conditions.  To  this 
end  the  provisions  of  the  compromise  agreement  will  have  to  undergo  funda- 
mental changes  and  extensions  in  imijortunt  particulars,  especially  in  regnnl  to 
commercial  poHcIeR.  Now.  at  any  rate,  the  frft-<lemande(l  "  loim-tenn  "  settle- 
nimt  of  our  relations  with  Hungary  must  take  place,  for  without  it  any  com- 
prehensive change  la  our  economic  relations  with  the  German  Empire  Is 
Impossible. 


BBITI6H  SHIFPIN0  PBOflTS.  • 

The  commandeering  of  the  whole  of  the  British  mercantile  ton- 
nage by  the  Government  is  the  solution  offered  by  the  Statist  ( Ijon- 
don)  to  relieve  the  pr^nt  ocean-freight  situation.  The  journal 
bases  its  suggestion  partly  on  the  fact  that  the  high  prices  for  im- 
ported goods  are  reflected  in  those  now  asked  in  England  for  do- 
mestic products,  which,  it  claims,  thus  taxes  the  masses  for  the 
benefit  of  the  shipowners  and  those  dealers  who  had  laid  in  stocks 
prior  to  the  rise  in  freights.  Homeward  freights  from  Bombay  to 
the  United  Kingdom  are  now  594  per  cent  higher  than  in  1914,  from 
the  River  Plate  1,011  per  cent  higher,  and  from  Atlantic  ports  796 
per  cent  higher  for  cotton  and  803  per  cent  for  grain. 

Fi^tred  on  the  basis  of  present  rates  the  Statist  estimated  tho 
eammgs  and  profits  of  British  shipping  during  1916  at : 


Eamlngs  fltid  pnllts. 


OrxKS  earning  

Kxpen-ses  

Net  pront  

Approximate  cspltal  

netum  on  cnpitol  per  cent. . 

Oo  eminent  10  p«r  cent  of  esc«ss  proSts.  

Return  to  owner*  

Dividend  on  capital  percent.. 


1916 


Il.II!>.'i.2(W.onO 
H»7,S39,OOl) 


l,lR7.^20.noo 
m,m,om 

6M,7Rl.tW0 
632,  eU,  000 
81 


1913 


WIS.  (Mil.  000 
5,40,  IS?,  000 


77,  M),  000 
778,640,000 
10 


77,804,000 
10 


Per  oent  of 
inoreaw. 


223 


1,425 


143 


713 
71 


FACEIHa  HOUSES  IN  COLOIEBIA.  i 

[Coural  Isaac  A.  Mnnalne,  BarranqulUa.] 

The  Colombian  Confess  has  recently  enacted  measures  designed 
to  encourage  stock  raising  and  the  establishment  of  packing  liouses. 
In  addition  to  granting  certain  exemptions  to  packing  houses,  the 
new  law  provides  for  an  increased  production  of  cattle  by  prohibiting 
tlie  slaughter  of  cows  except  by  special  permission,  and  the  slaughter 
of  other  cattle  may  be  limited  by  the  Government  in  case  this  seems 
advisable.  In  connection  with  this  project,  n  census  is  to  be  taken 
of  all  the  cattle  in  Colombia.  The  packing  houses  are  to  be  thor- 
oughly up  to  date,  with  complete  provision  for  hygienic  conditions. 
That  a  larger  export  business  is  the  object  of  this  law  is  shown  in 
the  section  prohioiting  the  domestic  consumption  of  the  packing- 
house products. 
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AUSTRAIIAK  BEFOBT  OH  IfEW  nmUSTBIES. 

In  connection  with  its  investigation  into  the  effect  of  the  tariff  on 
Australian  industries  (see  Commerce  Reports  for  Oct.  18,  1915), 
the  Interstate  Commission  of  Australia  was  instructed  by  the  min- 
ister for  customs  on  September  14,  1915,  to  report  as  to  new  in- 
dustries which  might  profitably  be  established  in  the  Commonwealth. 
In  addition  to  monographs  already  published  and  others  forthcom- 
ing on  the  subject  of  individual  industries,  the  commission  has  pre- 
sented its  smnmary  report  entitled  "  New  Industries,"  completed  on 
October  29,  1915. 

This  report  gives  brief  paragraph  accounts  of  the  results  of  inves- 
tigation separately  published  and  in  addition  contains  discussions 
of  the  following  subjects:  Industries  for  export;  export  duties;  im- 
port and  export  trade  with  enemy  countries;  conclusions  as  to  new 
indostries;  the  application  of  science  to  industry;  prospecta  of  ex- 
pansion ;  general  considerations. 

The  section  entitled  "Conclusions  as  to  New  Industries"  is  of 
particular  interest,  although  it  is  stated  at  the  outset  that  few  indus- 
tries hitherto  untried  in  Australia  have  been  coi^dered  by  the  com- 
mission. It  was  deemed  more  profitable  to  devote  study  and  effort  to 
the  expansion  of  industries  already  established  and  to  their  develops 
ment  mto  new  branches  of  production,  and  the  commission  has 
called  attention  to  many  such  opportunities. 

.  The  commission  states  that,  in  regard  to  both  tiie  expansion  of 
present  industries  and  the  establishment  of  new  ones,  private  enter- 
prise, available  capital,  and  the  supply  of  expert  labor  are  such  im- 
portant factors  that  its  suggestions  can  have  only  a  relative  value. 

The  needs  of  the  Australian  market  were  taken  as  the  basis  of  the 
commission's  recommendations  in  most  cases  for,  as  stated  in  the 
earlier  report  on  the  tariff  investigation,  it  is  realized  that  Australia 
can  not  reasonably  expect  to  displace  in  the  world  market  tlie  manu- 
factured products  of  countries  which  depend  on  cheap  labor  or  those 
which  have  reached  a  more  advanced  sta^e  of  industrial  develop- 
ment. Therefore  there  are  but  few  suggestions  as  to  manufacturing 
for  export  trade.  The  recently  stimulated  interest  and  enterprise  in 
the  steel  industry  is  mentioned  as  the  most  important  feature  of  the 
commercial  development  of  the  country;  it  is  expected  to  show  "an 
expansion  in  industrial  activity  exceeding  by  lar  anything  which, 
may  be  anticipated  from  any  other  source."  The  anticipated  pro- 
duction of  cheap  steel  on  a  large  scale  opens  the  way  to  numerous 
new  industries,  and  domestic  production  will  probably  be  able  to 
satisfy  local  demnnd  for  rails,  iron  and  steel  wire,  sheet,  rod,  angle 
and  structural  iron  and  steel,  as  well  as  many  other  articles,  to  the 
value  of  several  millions  sterling. 

Svg^sted  Fields  for  DeTelopment. 

The  following  suggestions  are  advanced  as  typical  of  many  oppor- 
tunities for  the  investment  of  capital  and  the  development  of  Aus- 
tralian resources.  They  provide  for  the  utilization  of  native  prod- 
ucts and  raw  matei'ial  and  the  greater  number  presuppose  ccmsump- 
tion  by  the  home  market. 

The  growing  of  fiax  for  fiber  and  linseed ;  local  cultivation  of  the 
better  qnalities  of  tobacco;  surrey  of  promising  localities  for  pQS- 
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aible  petroleum  deposits;  the  possible  utilization  of  cheap  water- 
power  for  the  manufacture  of  calcium  carbide;  production  of  alkalis 
from  natural  salt  deposits;  production  of  tanning  extracts  fiom 
other  barl^  than  wattle;  production  of  alum  and  potash  from  native 
alunite;  utilization  of  fats  and  oils  recovered  from  wool  scouring; 
production  of  wood  pulp  from  native  timber  and  of  puip  from  other 
materials;  tanning  and  preparation  of  leather  to  be  exported  in 
place  of  present  raw-hide  exports;  manufacture  of  zinc  oxide;  manu- 
facture of  tin  plate  and  of  copper  wire,  rod,  tubes,  and  sheet  from 
native  raw  materials;  manufacture  of  margarine  for  export  trade; 
manufacture  of  woolen  fabrics  and  intermediate  products  from 
native  wool;  the  reduction  of  the  cost  of  sugar  for  manufacturing 
purposes. 

Meet  of  Export  Dntlec 

In  view  of  the  desirability  of  building  up  certain  Australian  in- 
dustries, applications  were  made  to  the  Commission  for  the  imposi- 
titm  of  export  duties  on  certain  products.  The  most  coi^icuous 
instance  was  that  of  the  tanning  industry,  in  connection  with  which 
the  proposal  raised  the  issue  of  the  advisability  of  export  duUes  in 
general  for  the  purpose  in  view. 

Australian  hides  and  skins  are  exported  in  large  quantities,  but 
because  the  tanning  industry  do^  not  produce  all  the  grades  of 
Wther  needed  by  foreign  customers  and  for  other  reasons,  the  ex- 
portati<m  of  fim^>ed  leather  is  relatively  nnall.  These  facts  have 
sa^iested  the  desirability  of  the  manufacture  of  native  hides  into 
draped  leather,  thus  giving  further  employment  to  Australian  labor 
and  retaining  the  profits  on  the  finished  product  in  the  country.  In 
order  to  keep  the  supply  of  raw  material  at  home  for  domestic  manu- 
facture, the  Federated  Tanners  and  Leather  Dressers'  Employees 
Union  made  application  for  the  imposition  of  an  export  duty  on 
hides  and  sldns.  This  application  was  not  supported  by  the  master 
tanners. 

From  the  standpoint  of  the  best  possible  profit  on  the  total  of  the 
countiy^s  indu^rial  efforts^  the  Commission  characterizes  this  pro- 
posal as  shortsighted  and  injurious.  The  effect  of  its  enforcement 
wtmld  be  that  the  producer,  deprived  of  his  foreign  custom  by  the 
increase  in  the  total  cost  of  the  goods,  must  sell  in  the  home  market 
for  whatever  he  could  get.  The  tanning  industry  would  thus  have  a 
e<»nplete  monopoly  of  the  purchase  of  these  goods  and  the  price 
must  naturally  decline.  The  interests  of  the  producers  would  he 
entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  manufacturers. 

In  this  instance,  as  in  others  of  the  kind,  the  Commission  remarks 
cm  the  apparent  disregard  of  the  fact  that  "an  injurious  effect  may 
be  produced  on  some  industrjr  in  Australia  other  than  the  claimant 
industry  which  desires  to  receive  exclusive  consideration." 

The  Commission  points  out  that  the  influence  of  the  policy  of 
protection  can  be  exercised  only  in  respect  to  goods  which  are 
imported.  It  cannot  be  exercised  in  respect  to  goods  sold  outside 
tibe  country.  In  one  case  only — when  the  country  has  a  practical 
monopoly  of  the  production  of  some  article — ma^  an  export  dut^ 
be  eoonwnieaUy  sound  and  profitable.  The  foreigner  must  pay  it 
irben  the  artide  is  indispeaisable  to  him,  because  he  has  no  other 
source  of  supply.  The  verdict  of  the  Commissdon  upon  export  duties 
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in  general  is  that  "  their  direct  effect  is  to  reduce  prices  and  restrict 
the  markets  of  our  producers;  thej  offer  an  opportunity  for  the 
development  of  monopolies;  they  discourage  rather  than  encourage 

1)roduction,  and  they  cannot  possibly  be  attended  with  other  than 
OSS  of  profit  on  the  total  of  our  industrial  operations." 


PROSPEKiry  nr  japaiiese  spxuntmot  iniiustrt. 

Increased  profits  from  the  cotton-spinning  industry  in  Japan  have 
been  expected  by  those  who  have  obsened  the  conditions  during  the 
latter  half  of  1915.  The  reason  given,  as  quoted  by  the  Japan  Ad- 
vertiser, of  Tokyo,  is  that  the  price  of  yarn  has  been  increased  while 
most  of  the  mills  have  been  manufacturing  from  stocks  of  cotton  on 
hand,  purchased  when  prices  were  low.  °'  But  the  strong  tendency 
in  the  raw-cctton  markets,"  says  the  Advertiser,  "necessitates  the 
mills  preparing  for  the  future,  and  they  have  not  yet  decided  on  a 
definite  plan  for  the  distribution  of  profits.  But  the  profits  being 
expected  to  rank  about  20  or  30  per  cent  over  those  of  the  previous 
term,  there  is  a  movement  making  progress  among  the  sharaiolders 
of  various  mills  for  increased  dividends. 

"The  motive  for  the  movement  for  larger  dividends  seems  to  be 
that  cjuite  a  number  of  shareholders  have  acquired  these  shares  com- 
paratively recently,  in  view  of  imme<iiate  prosperity  in  this  business, 
and  they  paid  far  above  par  for  these  shares.  Thus  they  not  un- 
naturally wish  their  shares  to  demand  prices  higher  than  they  pur- 
chased at." 


IWeekly  Bnlletln  of  Ocpnrtmpnt  of  Trade  and  Cominerce,  Ottnwn,  Feb.  7;  extract  from 


Japan's  foreign  trade  for  last  year  presented  a  feature  unprece- 
dented in  Japanese  trade  annals — a  big  balance  in  favor  of  exports. 
The  figures  from  January  1  to  December  10  last  year  showed  tibat 
imports  amounted  to  $250,959,000  and  exports  to  $329,171,000.  as 
compared  with  imports  valued  at  $296,676,000  in  1914  and  $36.^,- 
257,000  in  1913,  and  exports  valued  at  $294,369,000  in  1914  and  $314,- 
965,000  in  1913.  The  trade  balance  for  1915  is  estimated  at 
$80,000,000.  If  other  exports  not  included  in  the  trade  returns, 
such  as  exports  of  Government-owned  goods  to  belligerent  countries, 
be  taken  into  account,  the  trade  balance  in  favor  of  ezporte  for  the 
year  amounted  to  about  $100,000,000. 


Consul  Lucien  Memminger,  of  Madras,  India,  states  that  in  its 
"first  outturn  report"  of  the  1915-lG  crop  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture states  that  the  total  estimated  area  sown  with  rice  in  the 
Madras  Presidency  up  to  December  1,  1915,  is  10,226,300  acres,  or 
5i  per  cent  more  than  the  area  sown  at  the  corresponding  time  in 
the  preceding  year.  No  serious  damage  has  been  reported  from  any 
tract,  and  the  yield  is  generally  expected  to  be  in  advance  of  that 
of  last  season.  On  an  average  of  the  five  years  ending  1913-14,  the 
area  under  rice  in  the  Madras  Presidency  has  represented  some  18.6 
toi*  cent  of  the  total  area  under  rice  in  British  India. 


First  Estiinate  of  Hew  Kadras  Sice  Crop. 
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Serlcnlture  Growing  in  South  Manohnria. 

The  poor  year  that  has  been  experienced  by  sericulturists  in  some 
sections  of  China,  the  crops  having  sutFered  in  various  ways,  has 
caused  the  silk  market  to  advance,  and  cocoon  brokers  have  entered 
South  Manchuria  in  good  numbers  from  Chefoo,  Shanghai,  etc., 
with  the  object  of  outbidding  one  another.  The  Manchuria  Daily 
News  of  Dairen  states  that  it  is  expected  that  the  present  boom  will 
result  in  popularizing  sericultural  mdustry  in  South  Manchuria. 

Few  Welfrhts  and  Koasares  In  China. 

New  weights  and  measures  are  now  to  be  seen  in  many  shops  in 
Peking.  In  order  to  enforce  their  use  by  the  public,  the  Peking 
Gazette,  of  Peking,  says,  the  Ministries  of  the  Interior  and  of  Agri- 
culture and  Commerce  have  obtained  official  approval  for  a  set  of 
regulations  governing  their  inspection  and  introduction. 

[Details  regarding  Uie  Dew  weights  and  measures  in  China  were  publlslicd 
Id  C<ouuebce  Kepobts  for  Apr.  22,  1915.] 

ColUezy  and  Klninc  Company  to  Xnereaw  Output. 

The  Penchihu  Colliery  &  Mining  Co.,  under  Sino-Japanese  man- 
ageracatt,  which  operates  a  smeltery  with  the  capacity  of  150  tons  a 
day,  has  made  arrangements  to  raise  the  output  of  iron  ore  to  double 
the  present  amount,  according  to  the  Manchuria  Daily  News,  which 
says  also  that  the  company  is  capable  of  putting  out  coal  to  the 
extent  of  360,000  tons  a  year. 

Half-Tear's  BanUa?  Business  la  Japan. 

The  banking  business  in  Japan  during  the  latter  half  of  1915  was 
far  from  prosperous,  states  the  Japan  Advertiser,  of  Tokyo.  "The 
first-class  banks,"  says  the  paper,  "  have  reserves,  or  accounts  carried 
over  from  previous  years,  or  dividend  equalization  funds,  and  they 
are  expected  to  maintain  the  same  rate  of  dividends  for  the  term, 
though  under  difficulty.  As  to  the  second  or  third  class  banks,  they 
are  expected  to  make  both  ends  meet  by  overestimating  the  value  of 
theb  securities." 

AHEEIGAN  CONSTTLAK  OFFICIIKS  OH  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
ttie  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  niid 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Hanw. 


Fost 


Explra- 
tioQ  of 
venue. 


Addreas. 


Donald,  George  K.. 
Boaney,  WQbert  L. 

Watts.  Ethalbart... 
HeriDa,  BdwUiL.. 
Qoooiir,  Jamaa  H.. 


Maracalbo,  Venezuela. 
San  Lull  Potoil, 

Mexico. 
Brussels,  BelKlum,.... 

Tathoku,  Talvraa  

Nlagua  PalbfOntadD. 


Feb.  1. 

Feb.  13 

Mar.  n 

&  i 


133  Church  Street,  'o  iUe.  Ah. 

1903  North  Bua'i  Stream,  jauCa  A.ii,''!U. 

1021  Clinton  Strejl,  I'^ifla  lelo  iii,  *i. 
\9J%  WeitSS-h  Strait, Ciovelan  I,  Obix 
DapaAjiAOtoIdtate,  rt^utilDgtoa.  OJO. 
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BBinSH  CORFOBAHON  COHTEOL  DT  GHIHA. 

[CoDsul  General  George  E.  Andereon.  BoBgkonc,  Britlah  China,  Dec.  21.1 

The  operation  of  British  corporations  in  China,  involving  the 
business  of  most  of  the  companies  trading  in  China  and  to  some  ex- 
tent all  over  the  Far  East,  and  involving  likewise  agenc;^  and  other 
interests  of  American  exporters,  has  b^n  greatly  modified  by  an 
ordinance  passed  by  the  Legislative  Council  of  Hongkong  at  its  last 
meeting.  The  Hongkong  ordinance  is  in  harmony  with,  and  in  siip-. 
port  01,  an  order- m-council  of  the  British  Govei-nment  effecting 
new  control  of  British  corporations  organized  in  various  colonies  or 
in  Greot  Britain  itself  for  operation  in  China  under  extra-terri- 
torial jurisdiction,  and  applies  to  corporations  organized  in  Hong^ 
kong  tor  operation  in  various  parts  of  China. 

Tne  situation  in  general  may  be  tmderstood  from  the  fact  that 
since  thera  is,  in  China,  no  incorporation  law  of  which  foreigners 
could  take  advantage  in  the  orjgonization  of  a  company  for  the  trans- 
action  of  corporate  business,  it  has  been  necessary  for  the  commer- 
cial interests  of  various  nations  to  organize  such  corporations  in 
their  own  country  or  in  Far  Eastern  countries  other  than  China. 
As  a  result  of  liberal  rules  governing  the  formation  of  these  com- 
panies a  lar^e  number — the  larger  number,  in  fact — of  these  corpora- 
tions operating  in  China  are  organized  in  Hongkong  under  the  Brit- 
ish colonial  acts, 
le^slatlon  Seeks  to  Correct  Abuses. 

Because  of  this  liberaliti?  and  the  peculiar  conditions  arising  from 
extra-territorittlity  in  China,  however,  corporations  could  tie  or- 
ganized in  Hongkong  with  non-British  capital  and  non-British  offi- 
cers and,  transferring  their  work  to  China,  could  there  operate  prac- 
tically without  let  or  hindrance  since' each  director  would  be  suoject 
only  to  the  laws  of  his  own  country  while  in  China.  Serious  abuses 
have  crept  into  all  lines  of  business.  Efforts  have  been  made  dur- 
ing several  years  past  to  draft  laws  that  would  cover  the  resulting 
abuses  without  putting:  undue  restrictions  upon  proper  trade,  but 
this  has  been  found  difHcult. 

With  the  wnr  bringing  about  a  condition  of  affairs  where,  for 
example,  non-British  interests  could  do  business  as  a  British  cor- 
poration in  China,  definite  action  has  been  found  necessair.  The 
first  legislation  was  certain  orders-in-council  of  the  British  Gorem- 
ment,  issued  several  months  ago,  providing  certain  restrictions  as  to 
the  operation  of  British  corporations  in  China  and  especially  for  the 
registration  of  British  and  British  colonial  corporations  at  Shang- 
hai, and  otlierwise  providing  legal  machinery  designed  to  make  pos- 
sible restrictive  legislation  in  Hongkong.  This  legislation  in  Hong- 
kong, designed  to  fit  in  with  the  legislation  at  London,  is  represented 
by  die  ordinance  just  adopted. 

Two  Classes  of  Companies  Affected. 

As  set  forth  in  the  official  statement  explaining  the  objects  of  the 
ordinance,  the  new  Hongkong  law  is  coraplementarj  to  the  orders-in- 
council,  the  joint  object  of  these  two  enactments  bem^  to  increase  the 
control  over  Hongkong  companies  carrying  on  business  in  China. 
These  companies  fall  into  two  classes,  those  managed  from  Hong- 
kong and  ^ose  managed  from  some  place  in  China.  In  the  case  of 
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companies  managed  from  Hongkong,  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of 
the  Colonial  Crovemment  and  courts  enables  an  effective  control  to 
be  exercised  over  the  company  through  the  persons  of  its  directors 
and  officers  here,  whatever  their  nationality. 

In  the  case,  however,  of  companies  of  the  second  class,  the  direc- 
tors and  officers  of  which  are  resident  outside  the  British  dominions, 
there  is  no  effective  control  over  the  comj)any,  unless  some  of  the  di- 
rectors and  officers  are  of  British  nationality,  because  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Supreme  Court  for  China,  located  at  Shanghai,  is,  in  general, 
confined  to  British  subjects  and  protected  persons.  To  secure  juris-; 
diction  over  these  companies  doing  business  outside  of  the  terri- 
torial jurisdiction  of  Hongkong  or  the  British  Government,  the  new! 
law  requires  that  Hongkong  companies  managed  from  some  ^lace 
in  China  shall  have  connected  with  them  a  certain  number  of  British 
subjects  on  whom  a  personal  control  can  be  exercised.  Further, 
shares  in  any  such  companies  must  be  fully  paid  up  within 
mtmths  after  allotment. 

Ihar*  and  Onmruity  Cra^aaiei. 

The  exact  provisions  relative  to  share  companies,  as  set  forth  in 
the  official  statement,  are  that  the  majority  of  the  directors,  and  tihe 
auditors,  must  be  British  subjects;  that  no  i>erson  other  than  a 
British  subject  ^all  be  appointed  to  act  within  the  limits  of  the 
order-in-council  as  liquidator  of  such  a  company,  or  as  receiver  or 
manager  on  behalf  of  the  debenture  holders,  except  with  the  sanction 
of  the  court;  and  that  no  shares  shall  be  issued  except  either  as  fully 
paid  up  or  upon  the  term  that  the  shares  shall  be  fully  paid  up 
within  three  months  after  allotment 

In  regard  to  tiie  comparatively  few  companies  limited  by  guaranty, 
the  provisions  are  that  no  such  company  shall  be  allowed  to  operate 
without  the  consent  of  the  British  Minister  at  Peking,  who  may,  as 
a  condition  of  this  consent,  require  that  no  person  other  than  a 
British  subject  shall  be  a  member,  or  that  any  member  who  is  not  a 
British  subject  shall  give  security  for  insuring  the  payment  of  tha 
amount  for  which  he  would  be  liable  under  the  guaranty.  . 

JtaUdletioa  of  Supreme  Ocnirts. 

'  The  order-in-council  also  provides  that  the  jurisdiction  conferred 
by  the  Hongkong  Companies  Ordinances  upon  any  court  shall, 
within  the  limits  of  the  order-in-council,  be  exercised  by  the  Supreme 
Court  for  China,  and  that  that  jurisdiction  shall,  subject  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  order,  be  exercised  in  conformity  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Hongkong  Companies  Ordinances.  The  order-in-council  and 
bill  together  provide  that  in  all  matters  relating  to  a  Hongkong 
company  doing  business  in  Hongkong  and  in  China  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Hongkong  and  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
China  shall  be  concurrent  and  mutually  auxiliary,  and  provision  is 
made  for  transferring  proceedings  from  one  supreme  court  to  the 
other.  At  the  same  time  a  regi^r  of  companies  is  established  at 
Shanghai,  where  all  documents  relating  to  China  companies  will  be 
filed  and  fees  paid.  The  opportunity  has  also  been  taken  of  making 
certain  desirable  minor  amendments  in  the  law. 

While  it  is  still  feasible  to  organize  in  Hongkong  corporations  for 
operatioa  in  China  and  elsewhere  with  foreign  capital,  the  limita- 
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tions  as  to  membership  in  the  directorate  and  other  requirements  as  to 
registration  and  effective  control  in  Hongkong  will  unquestionably 
result  in  an  increase  in  British  control  over  all  such  organizations. 
A  few  of  such  corporations  doingbusiness  in  China  have  been  organ- 
ized under  American  law  in  the  Philippines. 

KONGO  KABEET  FOB  6LASSWAKE  AND.  CBOCXEBT. 

[TIee  CoiUDi  Harrjr  A.  UcBride,  Bona,  Dee.  14.] 

Glassware  and  crockery  are  u^d  to  a  considerable  extent  in  Kongo 
by  the  natives  as  weJl  as  the  white  inhabitants.  As  there  are  no 
manufactories  here  making  this  class  of  articles,  the  entire  supply  has 
heretofore  been  imported  from  Europe,  and  the  greater  proportion 
has  been  of  German  and  Austrian  ori^m,  although  purchased  through 
agencies  in  Belgium,  and  appearing  in  the  statistics  as  having  been 
imported  from  that  country. 

Since  the  outbreak  of  war  the  stocks  of  German  and  Austrian 
goods  have  become  exhausted,  and  the  merchants  have  experienced 
considerable  difficulty  in  obtaining  new  supplies,  with  the  result  that 
at  present  there  is  an  urgent  demand  for  various  kinds  of  glassware 
and  crockery. 

Demud  for  Toinblen  and  Wine  Olaises. 

The  principal  orticles  now  wanted  are  tumblers,  wine  glasses,  and 
lamp  chimneys.  The  type  of  drinking  glass  or  tumbler  used  to  great- 
est extent  is  a  very  clieap  article,  of  undecorated  common  glass,  for 
the  native  trade.  From  120  to  150  dozen  of  these  tumblers  are  sold 
per  month  at  Boma  and  Mntadi  alone.  They  are  imported  in  cases 
containing  25  dozen,  packed  in  straw,  the  cases  being  bound  at  each 
end  with  thin  iron  bands.  The  breakage  during  transit  averages 
nearly  2  dozen  to  the  case. 

These  tumblei*s  were  formerly  purchased  in  Europe  for  14  cents 
and  even  less  per  dozen,  but  since  the  outbreak  of  war  the  price  has 
increased  rapidly.  The  most  recent  shipments  have  come  from  Great 
Britain,  where  small  lots  were  purchased  at  37  cents  per  dozen,  and, 
notwithstanding  the  higli  price,  it  has  been  difficult  to  procure  the 
goods.  Before  the  war  the  retail  price  of  tmublers  of  this  description 
in  IjQwer  Kongo  was  4.8  cents  each,  whereas  they  are  now  being  told 
at  9.G  cents. 

Use  of  Flated-Bottom  Tumblers. 

.  There  is  also  a  demand  for  fliited-bottom  tumblers  of  medium- 
weight  glass  suitable  for  beer,  soda,  etc.  These  are  sold  in  two 
sizes,  the  medium  having  a  diameter  at  the  top  of  2^  inches  and 
being  4^  inches  in  height,  and  the  lar^e  size  3^  inches  in  diameter 
and  of  inches  in  height.  Tiie  retail  prices  were  formerly  12  and  19 
cents  each,  resi>ectively,  but  at  present  none  arc  to  be  had. 

A  scarcity  of  glasses  with  stems  (known  in  America  as  "stem- 
ware") for  water,  wine,  and  liqueurs,  also  exists,  and  no  new  source 
of  supply  lias  been  found.  The  retail  prices  for  medium  quality 
stemware  were  formerly :  For  water,  mches  in  height,  19.3  cents 
each ;  for  wine,  4;}  inches,  14.4  cents;  for  liqueurs,  3  inches,  9.6  cents; 
and  champagne  glasses,  24  cents. 

Owin^  to  the  scarcity  of  glassware  it  is  now  necessary  for  the 

latives  m  some  sections  to  resume  their  old  custom  of  using  gourds. 

id  earthenware  jai-s;  moreover,  even  some  of  the  white  inhabitants 
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are  forced  to  use  glass  jars  in  which  jam  and  preserved  fruit  has 
been  packed  in  place  oi  tumblers.  Native  servants  are,  as  a  rule, 
careless  with  glassware,  frequently  breaking  pieces,  and  this  has 
resulted  in  a  large  consumption  of  the  cheaper  grades,  because  very 
few  of  the  white  inhabitants  care  to  purchase  mie  glassware. 

lamp  and  Lantern  Chimneys. 

•  The  local  stocks  of  lamp  chimpeys  are  now  completely  sold  out. 
These  were  of  German,  Austrian,  and  Belgian  make,  anti,  since  the 
outbreak  of  war,  no  new  stocks  have  been  received.  After  other 
European  sources  of  supply  were  cut  off.  Great  Britain  became  the 
chief  market  in  which  goods  for  Kongo  were  purchased,  but  diffi- 
culty has  been  experienced  in  finding  British  firms  in  a  position  to 
supply  lamp  chimneys. 

The  profit  on  this  article  is  large,  as  the  local  retail  price  has 
always  been  from  20  to  30  cents  for  a  medium-quality  chimney  and, 
since  the  war,  considerably  higher,  but  the  percentage  of  breakage  in 
transit  is  very  large.  The  demand  is  for  a  common  glass  chimney 
about  lOJ  inches  long  and  2|  or  2^  inches  in  diameter  at  the  base. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  stocks  have  become  exhausted,  it  is  now 
impossible  to  buy  a  chimney  at  Boma  unless  a  lamp  also  is  purchased. 
The  merchants  claim  that,  if  they  sell  all  the  chimneys,  the  lamps 
would  become  unsalable.  A  considerable  number  of  the  inhabitants 
have  been  obliged  to  buy  small  acetylrae  lamps,  because  of  the  \ack 
of  chimneys  for  petroleum  lamps. 

Most  of  the  lantern  chimneys  used  in  Kongo  are  of  American 
manufacture,  made  to  fit  the  American  Dietz  lanterns,  which  are 
sold  almost  exclusively.  These  retail  at  58  cents  each  and  have' not 
advanced  in  price  since  the  war  began.  They  are  being  received 
regularly  and,  up  to  the  present  time,  no  shortage  has  been  noticed. 
0pp«rtvait7  for  Ameileaa  Xannf aetnnn  of  Croekery. 

Although  sets  of  good  quality  decorated  crockery  and  chinaware 
are  used  to  some  extent,  and  have  heretofore  been  kept  in  stock  for 
sale  to  the  white  trade,  the  great  demand  in  Kongo  is  for  the  cheapr 
est  Bort  of  crockery  sudbi  as  is  used  by  the  natives.  There  is  only 
one  article  imported  in  suffici^t  quantities  to  interest  American  man- 
nJacturers,  this  being  undecorated  crockery  plates  of  very  ordinary 
grade,  about  9  inches  in  diameter.  These  were  formerly  purchased 
m  Belgium  and  England,  but  the  greater  portion  of  the  supply  was 
of  German  and  Austrian  manufacture.  The  wholesale  price  was  18 
cents  per  dozen,  but  now  27  cents  is  paid  for  the  same  quality,  and 
the  local  merchants  anticipate  a  still  greater  increase  in  pnce.  They 
state  that  the  increased  initial  cost,  high  freight  rates,  breakage, 
etc.,  have  made  it  impossible  to  handle  these  goods  at  a  profit.  Cato- 
logues  of  the  cheaper  grades  of  American-made  crockery  would 
therefore  be  of  interest  to  local  firms. 

The  most  recent  detailed  statistics  of  importation  are  those  cover- 
ing 1912,  but  they  will  serve  to  show  the  consumption  of  glassware 
and  crockery  during  a  normal  year.  The  imports  of  glassware  were 
Talned  at  $23,713,  and  those  of  crockery  and  pottery  at  $24,307. 
Americans  furnished  about  $10  worth. 

[A  list  of  Importers  of  glassware  and  crockery  In  Kongo  may  be  obtained 
from  tbe  Bnreau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offlcea 
Uefer  to  file  Na  7201S.] 
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f  OKEian  TEASE  oppoBTinnnES. 

BeecTToJ  fiffilresm  mar  be  obtnlned  from  the  B«r«tt«  nod  Its  diKtrlet  oflcM.  Request 
for  each  opportunlly  should  be  on  a  separate  abeet  aitd  tbe  file  BBmbw  siven. 

Wearing  apparel.  No.  20106. — A  man  from  Sweden,  now  In  the  United  States, 
Infarms  t^e  Bureau  tlut  be  dedres  to  represent,  in  ScaadliiaTiiin  nonntrle^ 
American  manufncturera  of  men's  farni^hing  goods  of  all  Mntls.  He  states 
fhnt  be  Is  wtlUD£  to  Gt>end  some  time  In  tlie  factories  bere  before  returning 
to  Sweden. 

Carpenter'a  tools,  ligJtt  hardtcare,  imdeniettr,  etc.,  Na  20107. — ^An  AncrlcaB 
cmisnlar  officer  (n  East  Africa  reports  that  a  man  tn  bis  district  desires 
to  receive  quotations,  catalogues,  and  full  tTitormation  from  Amerinia 
uumufacturcrs  of  carpenters'  tools,  light  hardware,  kjdt  underwear,  and 
toys.  Gorrespomlonce  may  be  In  Eu£ilsh. 

Cmutic  Koda  and  carbonate  of  soda,  No.  20108.— A  firm  In  Italy  Informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  it  deslrA  to  communicate  with  American 
mnnufactiu'ers  and  exportprs  of  caustic  soda  and  carbonate  of  soda.  C3or- 
reqxmdence  should  be  In  Italian  or  French. 

Biructvrat  steel,  gatvanised  tcire,  etc..  No.  20109. — A  commei^dal  asent  of  the  Bu- 
reau reports  that  a  firm  In  Portugal  desires  to  communicate  with  Am^can 
ma n of actu rers  and  exporters  of  structural  steel,  galvanized  wire  for  making 
nails,  steel  in  bars  for  tools,  machine  tools  ased  in  locomotive  building, 
copper  roil^  for  locomotive  staybolts,  rnw  cotton.  Jute,  sugar.  chemlcalB. 
and  dyestufte.  Setcrences  are  given.  It  fs  stated  that  casb  will  be  paid 
In  Neu'  York. 

OhenUcalB,  Aruga,  and  grape  pomace-.  No.  20110. — ^A  man  In  Italy  writes  that  he 
desire:^  to  be  put  in  loucli  with  American  nmnufacturers  and  exporters  (rf 
chemicals,  drugs,  and  gi-aite  pomace. 

Rice,  wheat  'flonr,  cement,  barbed  wire,  kerosene,  etc..  No.  20111. — A  firm  In 
Brazil  writes  that  It  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and 
exporters  of  rice,  wheat  Hour,  cement,  barbed  wire,  textiles,  kerosene,  codfish, 
ami  sliip's  provisions.  The  firm  also  states  that  it  desires  to  sell  coffee, 
carnauba  wax,  cotton  seed,  etc. 

TToodcn  pegs.  No.  20112. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Rwitzerlnnd  reports 
tliat  n  firm  in  that  country  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations  with 
American  iiinnufacturors  of  wooden  \}ef!^  used  in  making  shoes.  Quotations 
should  be  c.  t.  f.  Marseille,  Cotte,  or  Genoa.  Oorrespondence  preferred  In 
German  or  Prencli,  but  may  be  in  Kngllsh, 

Btationery,  imitation  jcweXrg,  hosiery,  etc.,  No.  20113. — .\n  American  cowalnr 
ollieer  In  India  WTltes  tliat  n  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  l)e  placed  in  touch 
with  American  manufacturers  of  stationery ;  Imitation  jewelry,  fancy  stt* 
ver  chains,  etc. ;  hosiery  ;  underwear ;  haberdashery ;  and  fancy  goo<l8. 

Flour,  rice,  lartl,  oil,  etc..  No.  20114. — A  man  in  Porto  Ulco  writes  that  he  desires 
to  represent  American  mauufucturera  and  exporters  of  rice,  flom-,  lard, 
oil,  etc. 

FishJtooks  and  tacldc.  cnlXei-y,  and  stationery.  No.  20115. — A  man  tu  Russia  in- 
forms an  Amerloin  coiisiilar  officer  that  he  desfres  to  receive  catalogues  and 
quotations  from  American  manufacturers  of  fishhooks  and  tackle,  cutlery, 
and  stationery,   Cori-espondenco  should  be  in  Russian. 

Triinmingft,  hrnidt,  etc..  No.  20116. — .K  commercial  agent  of  tbe  Bureau  trans- 
mits an  inquiry  from  a  flrni  In  Cliile  which  desires  to  r^resent  Anmlcan 

manufacturers  of  trimmings,  braid-s,  etc. 

Codfish,  No.  20117. — A  connnerclnl  n^nt  of  the  Bureau  retwrts  that  a  firm  Id 
Cuba  desires  to  communicate  wltli  American  exporters  of  codfish.  Befer-' 
cncc  is  given, 

Uatt^-ial  for  making  glazed  cement  hrtels,  etc..  No.  20118.— A  firm  In  the  Unlte<l 
States  writes  that  Its  correspondent  in  Peru  desires  to  communicate  with 
American  nmnufacturers  of-  materials  for  making  glazed  cement  bricks, 
natural  and  colored. 
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MEXICAN  on  DECREE. 

[Vtee  Connul  Thomas  II.  Bevan,  Tnn.pico.  Jan.  IS.] 

Keferring  to  the  decree  published  in  Comubbce  Refobts  for  De- 
cember 13,  1915,  milking  it  necessary  for  all  oil  companies  and  in- 
dividuals engaged  in  the  oil  industry  in  Mexico  to  file  an  inventory 
of  their  properties  with  the  Department  of  Petroleum  at  Mexico 
City,  a  circular  has  been  issued  requiring  that  all  communications 
to  the  Department  be  written  in  the  Spanish  language  and  that  the 
metric  system  of  weights  and  measures  be  employed.  The  circular 
further  states  that  all  documents  received  by  tlie  Department  in 
which  the  mandates  of  the  circular  have  been  violated  will  be  re- 
turned or  action  upon  the  same  will  be  suspended  indefinitely. 

(A  translation  of  the  decree  can  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Dmnestlc  Commerce  or  its  district  offices  by  referring  to  file  No. 

FBEIGHT  SATES  THBEATEN  NITEATE  DrBTTSTBY. 

It  appears  from  dispatches  received  from  the  American  Embassy 
at  Santiago.  Chile,  particularly  a  despatch  of  January  10,  1916,  that 
ocean  freignt  rates  on  the  west  coast  of  South  America  have  at- 
tained almost  prohibitive  figures,  threatening  the  Chilean  nitrate 
industry  with  a  crisis.  The  adverse  effect  or  this  lack  of  tonnage 
is  also  severely  felt  by  the  Chilean  wheat  exporting  interests. 

This  year's  wheat  crop  in  Chile  has  been  exceptionally  good.  The 
demand  for  nitrate  appears  to  be  increasing  and  exporters  report 
that  good  prices  are  obtainable  if  adequate  uiipping  facilities  were 
avidlable. 

German  Toys  and  Clmia  for  United  States. 

The  principal  exports  from  the  Sonneberg  district  in  Germany  for 
the  United  States  are  dolls  and  other  toys  and  decorated  china  and 
porcelain.  The  American  purchases  Inst  year  were  as  follows:  Dolls 
and  parts,  $1,360,695,  against  $2,172,772  for  1914;  other  toys  and 
parts,  $1J24,406,  against  $1,448,720;  and  decorated  china  and  porce- 
lain,  $806,780,  against  ^00,602. 
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WELSH  OXTTFUT  OF  TIH  AND  COAIs 

[Tlce  Consul  Hamilton  C  Claiborne,  Swansea.] 

The  output  of  tin  plate  in  South  Wales  amounts  to  about  16,000 

tons  per  week,  according  to  published  statistics.  The  home  demand 
is  said  to  have  increased  100  per  cent  in  the  last  18  months  as  a  result 
of  the  shortage  in  bottles  and  glassware  and  the  substitution  of  tin 
boxes  and  cases  for  packing  purposes.  Large  orders  have  been  re- 
ceived for  tin  plate  in  recent  months  from  the  Far  East. 

The  Western  Mail  estimates  that,  notwithstanding  the  restrictions 
caused  by  the  war,  the  production  of  anthracite  in  bouth  Wales  dur- 
ing 1915  amounted  to  4,000,000  tons,  or  about  90  per  c^t  of  the  entire 
output  of  the  United  Kingdom.  The  productirai  of  bituminous  and 
steam  coal  was  large,  but  owing  to  increased  home  consumption  and 
restrictions  upon  exportation,  the  customs  returns  give  no  adequate 
idea  of  the  total  output.  Exports  of  patent  fuel  (briquets)  increased 
somewhat  over  1914,  but  decreased  by  200,000  tons  compared  with 
1913. 

DEHAKD  FOB  NEW  FEAT  FESXILIZEB  IN  ENGLAND. 

The  commercial  demand  for  horaogen,  the  new  peat  fertilizer  that 
is  being  experimented  with  in  the  tjnited  Kingdom  [which  was  de- 
scribed in  Commerce  Reports  for  Nov.  '28,  1915]  is  already  greater 
than  the  supply,  according  to  a  report  published  by  the  Canadian 
Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce.  Oners  at  $73  per  long  ton  are 
being  made,  but  the  plant  available  for  producing  the  fertilizer  ia 
limited.  The  report  says  further: 

Experiments  at  Kuw  Gardens  ami  at  an  cxperlmectal  station  In  tlie  Lea 
Valley  have  given  some  romarkablo  results.  Plants  apparentir  dying  have  been 
i-cstoral  to  more  than  nonnnl  growth.  Fonr  potato  sets  weighing  a  few  ounces 
in  ntl,  plnce<l  in  n  snmll  box  of  moss  litter  and  watered  once  a  week  with  tho 
extnift  from  baftcriziHl  iieat,  proiluced  tliree  iwunUs  of  potatoes  In  eight  we^s. 
One  tomato  plnnt  so  trontod  lind  16  pounds  of  tomatoes  on  it  at  one  time.  At 
tlie  experinientiil  stiitlon  in  tlie  Lea  Valley  18  cucumber  plants  treated  wltll 
manure  and  bone  moal  yielded  4S4  [wuuds  of  fruit.  Eighteen  others  grown  la 
0  parts  of  onlinnry  soli  mlxe<l  with  1  of  bacteiizcd  peat,  gave  644  pounds  of 
fiult,  and  marketed  71  pounds  before  a  single  cucumber  was  ready  from  the 
other  crop. 


SCHOOL  OF  COMHEBCE  AND  LANGUAaES  IN  CABACAS. 

The  Government  of  Venezuela  has  authorized,  through  the  Min- 
ister of  Public  Instruction,  the  establishment  of  an  institute  of 
modem  languages,  to  be  maintained  in  conjtmction  with  the  school 
of  commerce  in  Caracas.  The  languages  to  be  taught  in  this  com- 
mercial school  are  four — Spanish,  French,  English,  and  German. 
The  other  courses,  as  specified  in  a  recent  decree  in  the  Gaceta  Oficial, 
include  civil  and  commercial  law,  economics,  physics  and  chemistry 
as  applied  to  commerce,  commercial  geography,  arithmetic  and  alge- 
bra, history  of  commerce,  and  the  usutJ  business  courses  of  stenog- 
raphy, typewriting,  bookkeeping,  and  commercial  correspondence. 
Students  may  take  any  of  uese  courses  in  either  day  or  evening 
classes. 
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PRELDCIHA&T  IBADE  SETIFBNS  POfi  OAHADA. 

[Weekly  BQ>letItt,  Department  ol  Trade  nnd  Commerce,  Ottawa,  Jan.  81.1 

The  following  table  shows  the  trade  of  Canada  for  the  calendar 
years  1913, 1914,  and  1915,  tlie  figures  for  1915  being  preliminary : 


Itmoa. 

1913 

1914 

191S 

tUFOm  rOB  LumuMFTUni. 

S4MI.a9.lS2 

220.524.  rj9 

I302,61«.»M 
178.803.345 

1361,842.173 
188,705,601 

659.003, S71 
11, 175, 7(M 

481.319.309 
132,864,565 

4M.  647. 774 
21.275.888 

614,183, 891 

471,823.663 

113,W1,S7S 

n.771.6SI 

91,907,721 

BXFOKTS. 

Cuiadlwi  produce: 

'    '       '  ' 

S8.073.lft7 

30.237.34S 
42,.-32.t!73 

208  642  (iOO 
uioioisTS 
108,777 

(3.781.132 
18.6fi9.rfil 
41.87l.3>!3 

vn ,  n  n » 1*  J  £ 

127,122.7t>3 
69,151.924 
491,690 

61.M4.6S3 
21,678, 41« 
49,779.509 

S30.644.0n3 
151.751.244 
3, 953. 573 

AcT-cultuT&l  produce 

43S.  2111. 087 
24,331,179 

379.296.ft54 
49,010.658 

614.139.84S 
39,3ra.S07 

4Gn,5I9.24t> 
13,8»J.11S 

428.31.').  612 
19.618,773 

663.488.419 
128.337.710 

474.413.eiH 

447.934,285 

781,826,132 

AOCREGATC  TBADE. 

1,119,  SS.1,117 
28,070. 1» 

909,634,831 
192,4S3,3.'!8 

1,104,036,181 
149,613,598 

1,147,0^.243 

i, 002,118.179 

1, 25.1,  M9, 784 

«lt  im%  been  customary  to  InclwJ*  Rguie^  tor  eofai  and  baUion  to  trade  returns,  but  tbe  iotti  bade 
flCUru  lor  1915  arc  seriously  dbtu^l^ell  by  tLem. 


BBITISH  HABKET  FOS  QmiS. 

I  Consul  t*'^lix  8.  B.  Johnson.  Kingston,  Canada.1 

Goose,  turkev,  and  duck  quills  have  always  been  used  in  England 
for  commercial  purposes,  and  the  supply  was  obtained  chiefly  from 
continental  Europe;  but  now  that  iiupoits  have  ceased  from  that 
source  the  Unitetl  States  should  be  in  a  position  to  furnish  much  of 
this  trade.  Present  supplies  in  Great  Britain  are,  according  to  an 
authoritative  source,  inadequate  for  the  need  of  the  manufacturers 
and  there  is  a  steady  demand  for  quills  of  good  Quality.  For  large 
goose  and  lar^  turkey  quills  prices  up  to*$12  and  $15  per  hundred* 
iveiglit  are  paid;  for  small  goose  quillsj  $6  to  $7.50. 

It  is  pointed  out  that  quills  for  transit  should  be  tied  in  bundles, 
weighing  about  8  ounces  with  the  barrels  all  pointing  in  the  same 
ilirection  and  in  lots  of  not  less  than  5G  pounds. 


Consul  Goieral  George  H.  Scidmore,  of  Yokohama,  has  trans- 
mitted a  copv  of  the  specifications  for  the  installment  of  the  signal 
^rstem  on  uie  new  electric  line  between  Yokohama  and  Tokyo. 
These  can  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  district  offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  72242. 
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AKEBIG&ir  OFFICE  FITTDrOS  FOB  SOUTH  AFRICA. 


[BrltiBb  South  African  Export  Qazette.] 


Never  before  has  the  South  African  market  been  in  a  position  to 
display  a  sounder  and  moi-e  substantial  interest  in  office  fittings,  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  circumstances  do  not  lend  themselves  to  any- 
thing in  the  nature  of  a  "  boom,"  either  in  building  business  premises 
or  in  equipping  tliem.  Without  any  exceptional  general  commercial 
activity,  however,  the  fact  remains  that  a  progressive  spirit  is  in 
existence,  and  is  showing  itself  sensitive  to  such  possibilities  and  sug- 
gestions as  may  offer  for  introducing  labor-saving  or  efficiency-stimu- 
lating office  appliances,  fitting]^,  and  furniture. 

This  increasingly  vahiable  market  appears  to  be  largely  sur- 
rendered to  American  selling  enterprise  without  serious  competitive 
effort  by  British  firms.  According  to  one  recent  official  report,  there 
has  been  a  gradual  and  substantial  growth  in  the  sale  of  steel  office 
fittings  and  fixtures  of  American  manufacture  in  South  Africa,  par- 
ticularly in  the  Johannesburg  district,  during  the  last  two  or  three 
years,  several  lar^e  Government  ordera  having  been  placed  for  this 
material  for  special  uses  during  this  period.  Among  the  latest  of 
this  kind  of  equii)ment  is  that  furnished  for  the  plan  room  of  the 
South  African  Railways  headquarters  offices  in  Jc^aonesburg,  a  new 
wing  having  recently  been  added  to  the  large  stone  ^ructure  nousing 
these  head  offices  of  the  South  African  Railways  system.  The  fittings 
for  the  proper  storage  of  the  drawings  and  survey  books  were  manu- 
factured by  an  art-metal  construction  ccanpany  of  the  United  States, 
and  erected  by  the  Johannesburg  agents  of  this  company  from  de- 
signs and  specifications  furnished  by  the  railway  architect.  These 
are  made  of  the  best  mild  steel,  cold  rolled  and  enameled,  and  com- 

?rise,  among  other  fixtures.  800  drawers  and  over  600  pigeon-holesL 
0  this  equipment  are  added  sundry  tables^  counters,  screens,  etc, 
weighing  in  all  66,000  pounds.  The  scheme  provides  for  additions 
to  t£e  fittings  in  the  future,  as  occasicm  may  require,  to  the  extent  of 
an  additional  1,280  drawers  and  500  pigeonholes,  and  it  is  antici- 
pated that  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  years  further  installments  of 
such  additions  will  become  necessary.  Besides  the  above  special 
equipment,  recent  orders  have  been  given  by  the  South  African  Rail- 
ways for  other  steel  furniture  for  record  and  other  rooms  in  the 
headquarters  building  here,  where  the  general  offices  of  this  big  Gor- 
ernment  railway  system  are  located. 

Among  other  important  installations  of  metal  fittings  in  the 
Transvaal  of  United  States  manufacture,  was  the  equipment  of  the 
new  Pretoria  post  office,  and  that  placed  in  the  new  and  costly  Johan- 
nesburg town  hall.  All  the  above  was  furnished  on  special  order, 
and  is  not  included  in  heavy  and  frequent  sales  of  stock  steel  furni- 
ture for  office  use,  the  demand  for  which  is  constantly  increasing. 


A  decree  of  the  Chilean  Ministry  of  Industry  and  Public  Works, 


honorary  commission  on  Gustavo  Rodriguez  to  make  a  thorough 
study  in  the  United  States  of  agricultural  and  industrial  hydraulics. 


Chilean  Study  of  American  Hydrauliot. 


lublished  in  a  recent  number 


Oficial,  confers  an 
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EECEBT  I>£V£LOF]£E]!n:S  IB  THE  OBIEirr. 
Keorffanlzation  of  EniBft-Japanese  Society. 

The  Harbin  branch  of  the  Russo-Japtmese  Society  has  undertaken 
an  energetic  campaign  for  new  and  active  members.  The  Harbinski 
Vestnik  of  Harbin  reports  that  a  meeting  for  reorganization  'was 
held  on  Christmas  and  that  the  management  of  the  society  was 
placed  in  the  hands  of  a  temporal*/  committee  until  a  general  meet- 
ing could  be  colled; 

Japan  Increases  Business  vith  India. 

The  alertness  of  Japan  in  recognizing  the  opportunity  for  in- 
creased business  with  India  is  commented  upon  by  the  Madras 
Times^  in  referring  to  the  results  tliat  followed  the  sending  of  trade 
commissioners  to  India  by  Japan,  and  the  furnishing  of  increased 
supplies  of  Japanese  goods  to  flood  the  Indian  bazaars.  The  Times 
renews  figures  received  from  the  Director  of  Statistics  in  India, 
showing  that  Indian  imports  of  glass  and  glassware,  of  matches, 
and  of  piece  goods  increased  in  1914  over  the  preceding  year  about 
100  per  cent.  The  value  of  the  sugar  received  was  many  times  that 
of  the  preceding  year. 

Work  of  Dredginc  Ohlnese  Xake.  ' 

The  long-cherished  plan  for  the  dredging  of  tlie  West  Lake 
(Chekiang,  China)  is  now  being  pushed  forward  toward  its  i*ealiza|- 
tion,  says  the  Peking  Daily  News  of  Peking.  The  whole  cost  of  thie 
work  hns  been  estimated  at  $80,000,  which  will  be  raised  locally,  as  a 
part  of  the  sum  has  been  apportioned  by  the  governor  of  the  Prov- 
ince to  be  borne  by  the  neighboring  districts  of  the  lake.  The  re- 
maining $40,000  wul  be  borne  by  the  financial  bureau  of  the  Province. 


UKUED  HABKET  FOB  FOniTBY  FOOD  tS  ENaLAND. 

[Consul  Joho  U.  Savnge,  Sbcffleld.  Jan.  13.] 

There  are  on  the  British  market  various  kinds  of  meat  meal,  rang- 
ing in  wholesiile  price  from  $2.43  to  $4.14  per  hundredweight.  The 
most  generally  advertised,  and  locally  the  most  popular,  is  "  Lasco," 
made  by  the  Liverpool  Animal  Slaughtering  Co.  It  is  claimed  for 
this  product  that  it  is  made  of  meat  from  which  the  fat  only  has  been 
extracted.   It  has  some  odor,  but  not  as  disagreeable  as  the  cheaper 

frades.  The  wholesale  price  of  Lasco  was  formerly  $4.14  per 
undredweight,  but  recently  this  price  has  been  reduced  to  $3.89, 
and  special  prices  are  made  for  large  quantities.  It  is  stated  that 
the  reason  for  this  reduction  is  the  increased  supply  of  horses,  adding 
to  the  quantity  of  material  which  entei-s  largely  into  this  product. 

Eetail  dealers  state  that  the  supply  of  these  meat  products  of 
British  manufacture  is  adequate  to  tlie  local  demand.  They  also 
state  that  people  who  raise  poultry  as  a  business  prefer  fiesli  crushed 
bone  for  feeding  purposes,  rather  than  the  products  mentioned. 

None  of  the  British  firms  marketing  these  foods  publish  any 
analyras  of  the  contents. 

(A  list  of  the  principal  Slicffield  firalers  in  poultry  food  niny  tie  obtnlnod  fiom 
the  Bnrenn  of  £\>relgn  and  Domestic  Ck>miiierce  or  Its  district  offices.  Refer  to 
me  Mo.  72171.] 
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AUESICAK  FLOUS  WEIL  UEED  ZH  TEKTTSALEIC 

[Consul  Otia  A.  Glasebrook.  Jenmlem.  FalMtlne,  Dec  1.] 

Although  Palestine  is  an  agricultural  country  chiefly  devoted  to 
the  cultivation  of  cereals,  there  has  been  an  aiinual  importation  from 
Boumania,  Bulgaria)  France,  and  Bussia.  This  importation  has 
varied  from  year  to  year,  as  it  was  affected  by  the  success  of  the 
crops.  It  must  be  said,  however,  that  even  in  abundant  years,  flour 
has  not  failed  to  be  imported,  which  fact  is  accounted  for  by  the 
exportation  of  the  superior  local  hard  grain  against  the  cheaper 
flour  imported. 

A  few  years  ago,  owing  to  the  failure  of  the  barley  crop,  a  wheat 
shortage  occurred,  and  as  supplies  could  not  then  be  obtained  in  the 
Customary  markets,  new  sources  had  to  be  sought.  Australia  solved 
the  problem  by  establishing  an  entrepot  at  Port  Said,  Egypt,  as  a 
central  distributing  point.  This  plan  of  distribution  was  laudable 
in  many  ways;  it  afforded  the  merchant  of  the  East  opportunity  to 
examine  the  goods  before  purchase,  permitted  him  to  buy  in  quan- 
tities suited  to  his  means,  and  saved  both  correspondence  and  ex- 
pense. 

Var-ReUef  Shipments  of  American  Flour. 

In  view  of  the  "  lasting  "  quality  shown  b^  the  Australian  flour, 
this  consulate  endeavored  to  call  the  attention  of  promlnrait  mer- 
chants in  Palestine  to  the  rich  flour  production  of  American  mills. 
Efforts  were  made  to  introduce  this  nour  upon  the  market,  but  un- 
fortunately these  did  not  prove  successful^  owing  to  the  lengtji  of 
journey,  the  lack  of  direct  steamship  facilities,  the  n<»iexistence  of 
settled  terms  of  trade,  and  local  ignorance  of  the  good  qualities  of 
the  American  product. 

Conditions  consequent  upon  the  present  war  opened  the  way  for 
the  introduction  of  American  flour.  On  account  of  the  almost  com- 
plete paralysis  of  all  means  of  support  the  people  of  Palestine  were 
reduced  to  such  a  state  of  poverty  as  to  make  them  worthy  objects  of 
charity.  Belatives  and  friends  in  the  United  States  sent  a  shipload 
of  foodstuffs,  principally  American  flour,  to  relieve  the  situation. 
The  relief  boat  left  the  United  States  in  Uie  early  part  of  1915, 
arriving  at  Jaffa  in  April,  'llie  flour  must  have  been  milled  in  De- 
cember, 1014,  or  January,  1915,  and  by  the  time  it  was  landed  and 
transported  to  the  places  of  destination  in  Palestine — which  trans- 
portation had  to  be  made  on  mule  and  camel  back — and  ultimate  dis- 
tribution made  among  the  needy,  many  months  had  elapsed.  Thus 
the  floor  was  subjected  to  a  year's  test.  The  longed-for  trial  of  the 
"  lasting  "  quality  of  American  flour  had  arrived. 

Oreat  <^portnnlty  When  Nonnal  Times  Betnm. 

Consumers  at  first  were  ignorant  of  the  way  of  preparing  the  flour 
on  account  of  its  fine  grind,  but  before  long  they  acquired  the  art, 
although  the  majority  preferred  to  mix  it  with  the  coarser  native 
flour.  The  quantity  distributed  per  capita  was  enough  to  provide 
this  entire  community  with  flour  for  one  month.  A  number  of  the 
very  poor,  in  order  to  buy  the  native  flour  to  mix  with  the  fine  Amer- 
ican article  or  to  provide  for  other  wants  of  their  household,  had  to 
ell  a  portion  of  their  supply,  the  prices  obtained  being  20  to  35 
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Ser  cent  higher  than  for  native  flour,  inasmuch  as  the  liking  for  the 
oar  by  the  well  to  do  was  so  great  that  they  offered  tempting  prices. 
Some  of  the  flour  is  still  in  the  hands  of  the  better  class  of  the 
population,  and  I  have  been  informed  that  there  has  been  no  de- 
terioration whatever  in  its  quality.  There  is,  therefore,  a  great  op- 
portunity for  enterprising  American  mills  and  flour  exporters  to 
take  advantage  of  the  newly  acquired  taste  aad  the  growing  popu- 
larity of  the  American  product  when  peace  is  declared. 


C0KFSES8ED  FAFES  FOB  SHOE  SOI£S. 

IConsDl  nanr  O.  Beltcer,  Brc«laB,  Jan.  16.} 

It  is  reported  that  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  leather  a  substi- 
tute consisting  of  compressed  paper  with  a  thin  leather  covering  hns 
been  used  for  shoe  soles.  The  price  of  this  product  is  given  as  70 
cents  per  pound  and  the  wares  are  advertised  as  being  considerably 
cheaper  and  more  lasting  than  leather.  It  has  been  ascertained  that 
this  advertisement  is  not  correct,  and  the  public  has  been  warned  ac- 
cordingly. Unscrupulous  dealers  using  these  paper  soles  have  also 
been  warned. 

In  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guilds  in  Li^nitz  it  was 
claimed  that  raw  hides  are  cheaper  now  than  before  the  war,  althou^ 
a  pound  of  leather  still  costs  $1.66  to  $1.90. 

The  steady  rise  in  the  prices  of  leather  in  this  consular  district  was 
reported  in  Commebce  Repohts  for  August  3,  1915.  Since  that  time 
the  enforced  slaughtering  of  cattle  and  the  opening  of  new  sources  of 
supply  have  added  to  the  leather  stock. 


XETDIOO  CBOF  OF  ICASBAS  FBESIDEHCT. 

[Coniol  Laden  Uetnmlvgcr,  Hndras.  Indin.  Dec.  24 ;  aupnlementlnx  review  In  COMMBKCa 

Rkpouts  lor  Dm.  31. 1016.^ 

Figures  recently  issued  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  place 
the  area  sown  with  indigo  in  the  Madras  Presidency  at  182,800  acres, 
as  contrasted  with  the  126,000  acres  of  an  earlier  forecast.  This 
area,  according  to  the  department's  bulletin,  is  two  and  a  half  times 
the  actual  area  sown  in  Itfl-HR  and  about  twice  the  normal  extent 
After  allowing  for  seed  and  to  some  extent  for  loss  of  weight  due 
to  moisture,  the  yield  is  estimated  at  1,234  tons  of  dye  for  trade. 
Previous  to  the  outbreak  of  war  the  average  normal  export  of  indigo 
from  Madras  ports  was  about  100  to  120  tons.  The  price  of  seed  at 
present  is  exceptionally  high. 


OTMHASnrU  AFFAAATUS  FOB  GTTATEMAIA. 

The  Government  of  Guatemala  has  decided  to  order  two  gyvana.- 
mum  on^ts  for  the  national  schools  in  Guatemala  City.  These  out- 
fits will  be  ordered  from  a  foreign  country,  accordingto  an  announce- 
ment of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  in  ^11  Guatemalteco 
of  JanuflT^-  18,  one  order  amounting  to  $640  (American  gold)  being 
intended  for  the  general  schools,  and  one  of  $250  for  the  girl^ 
school. 
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SALE  OF  WOKEH'S  H&ZBOZES  IH  HOBTHWESI  IBDIA. 

[Consnl  Jamet  OUtct  Lalng,  KmraCht  Dea  29.] 

There  is  a  considerable  sale,  in  comparison  with  the  number  of 
European  residents,  for  women's  hatboxes  in  northwest  India. 
Traveling  in  India  is  still  primitive;  travelers  carry  most  of  their 
supplies  with  them,  and  what  would  be  looked  upon  as  an  enormous 
amount  of  hand  baggage  in  the  United  States  is  essential  here. 

Among  other  things  women  usually  carry  a  hatbox.  Trunka  sold 
here  are  not  as  a  rule  provided  with  special  compartments  for  hats, 
and  I  doubt  whether  their  attempted  introduction  would  be  very  suc- 
cessful. Owing  to  railway  regulations  and  the  difficulty  of  handling 
heavy  baggage  at  terminals,  and  especially  at  places  off  the  beaten 
path,  small  trunks  are  the  rule.  A  large  American  "  Saratoga " 
would  cause  some  embarrassment  at  a  provincial  Indian  railway  sta- 
tion. A  hatbox  of  local  manufacture  may  be  purdiased  here  at  the 
following  prices : 


BiM  In  InohM. 

Solid 
leathar. 

Sols 
leather. 

Qraen 

S23.71 
36. 9S 
».33 
39.19 

tlft.21 
19. « 

17.  M 
32.71 

n&u 
14.  n 

[Th6  foregoing  information  supplements  a  review  of  the  Karachi 
trade  in  suit  cases  and  luggage  carriers,  which  was  published  in 
CoMaiERCE  Reporo^  on  Jan.  15,  1916,  and  in  connection  with  which  a 
list  of  Karachi  merchants  handling  such  articles  was  offered  to  those 
interested.  Copies  of  this  list  may  be  had  upon  applicaticm  to  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices  by 
referring  to  file  No.  71072.] 

THEFISH  nVBTTSTBY  DEVELOPS  RAPIDLY. 

In  its  investigation  of  the  possibilities  of  the  tilefish  industry,  tiie 
United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries  finds  that  there  is  some  reastm  to 
believe  that  the  fishing  grounds  extend  some  distance  toward  Cape 
Hatteras,  although  up  to  the  present  time  they  have  been  developed 
only  as  far  south  as  about  the  latitude  of  Atlantic  City.  In  the 
extension  of  the  field  the  zone  in  which  both  the  depth  and  tempera- 
ture are  suitable  is  probably  -much  narrower  than  farther  north. 

The  commercial  fishery  for  tilefish  continues  to  develop.  During 
the  month  of  January  398,000  pounds  were  landed  at  New  York  in 
17  trips  by  C  fishing  vessels,  an  average  of  23,400  pounds  per  trip. 
This  is  an  increase  of  135  per  cent  over  the  amounts  landed  during 
December.  The  prices  remain  tmiform  at  an  average  of  about  6 
cents  per  pound  to  the  fishermen. 

Consul  Gaston  Schmutz,  at  Aguascalientes,  Mexico,  has  transmitted 
a  translated  copy  of  a  decree  issued  by  the  governor  of  that  State 
which  provides  that  all  concessions  granted  by  previous  administra- 
tioiifl  are  canceled.  A  cmj  of  the  decree  can  be  examined  at  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  distriot  offices. 
Befer  to  file  No.  72416. 
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SALE  OF  SUSOLASBES  IV  IHVIA. 

[Consul  Jamea  OUvsr  Lalntr,  Karachi,  Dee.  21.] 

There  is  a  good  sale  for  sunglasses  in  the  Karachi  consular  district. 
Most  Europeans  wear  them  a  good  part  of  the  year,  owing  to  the 
intense  glare  of  the  sun.  Roads  liere  are  generally  paved  with 
macadam  made  of  a  very  white  limestone.  The  lack  oi  trees  to  shade 
either  city  streets  or  country  roads,  and  the  flat  formation  of  a 
large  part  of  the  district,  cause  a  reflection  that  is  very  trying,  even 
when  one  wears  a  topee  (sun  helmet). 

Two  types  of  sunglasses  are  chiefly  in  use.  One  is  a  glass  of  the 
pince-nez  variety,  with  solid  rubber  sides  made  to  pinch  the  temples. 
This  gives  a  double  grip  and  the  sides  aid  in  shading  the  eyes. 

The  second  type  has  sides  of  cloth,  arranged  on  springs  so  that 
they  are  held  fast  to  the  outside  of  the  eyes  at  the  temples  and,  with 
the  glass,  completely  inclose  the  eye.  When  closed,  the  side  pieces 
are  pressed  down  by  the  ear  pieces.  These  glasses  are  of  the  spectacle 
kind. 

There  is  also  sold  here  a  glass  of  the  spectacle  variety,  which  is 
simply  a  large,  round,  colored  glass,  about  1^  in^es  in  diameter, 
without  side  pieces. 

Sunglasses  sell  here  at  retail  from  Rs.  5  ($1.62)  to  Rs.  8  ($2.59) 

per  pair.   The  kind  in  the  illustration  sells  for  Rs.  7  ($2.27).  Tlie 

colors  are  green,  bine,  or  gray.  Dark  blue  is  not  so  much  in  use  as 

formerly.  A  kind  of  momfled  green  is  now  most  popular.  Qray  is 

not  as  commonly  used  as  either  light  blue  or  green. 

[Illnstratlons  of  tbe  second  type  of  sunglasses  mentioned  may  be  Inspected 
At  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  offices.  A  list 
of  Karachi  dealers  in  sunslasses  may  also  be  obtained  from  the  same  ofBcea. 
Refer  in  each  case  to  file  No.  721(KS.] 


FBEirCH  FEUIT  CEOPS. 

[ L'Clconomlate  Europ^ca,  Jan.  21.] 

The  French  Minister  of  Agriculture  estimates  the  1915  production 
of  apples  and  pears  for  cider  and  perry  in  France  at  4,482,367  metric 
tons  (1  metric  ton=2,204.6  pounds),  as  compared  with  4,452,044  tons 
in  1914.  The  production  of  cider  and  perry  is  estimated  at  606,- 
064,000  gallons,  as  compared  with  451,211,000  gallons  in  1914.  This 
increase  of  154,853,000  gallons  is  important  and  will  partly  com- 
pensate for  the  decrease  in  the  French  wine  production. 

The  results  for  1915  of  the  harvests  of  the  principal  fruits  are  as 
follows:  Table  apples,  206,361  tons;  table  pears,  65,621  tons;  chest- 
nuts, 147,088  tons;  walnuts,  49,360  tons;  olives,  38,755  tons;  peaches, 
13,633  tons;  apricots,  7,076  tons;  cherries,  38,890  tons;  plums,  25,995 
tons;  prunes,  16,258  tons;  oranges,  222  tons;  mandarins,  121  t(ms; 
lemons,  150  tons;  strawberries,  9,088  tons. 


Sale  of  Oreek  Steamer. 


The  Minister  of  Commerce  at  Athens,  Greece,  has  announced  a 
public  auction  sale  of  the  steamer  Macedonia^  the  award  to  be  made 
at  Athens  Tuesday,  March  28, 1916.  Details  as  to  submission  of  bids 
and  as  to  the  construction  and  condition  of  the  vessel  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Greek  legation,  at  Washmgton. 
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FOBEiaB  TKAIKE-HAAES. 

tComnerclal  Attach^  T.  L.  namu,  Dec.  24.1 

Proposed  Kew  Trade-Kark  Law. 

A  draft  of  a  new  trade-mark  law  has  recently  been  approved  ^ 

the  Chilean  Senate  and  is  reported  as  likely  to  be  enacted.  Accord- 
ing to  the  proposed  law  regnstration  is  to  be  compulsory^  for  do- 
mestic marks  and  for  such  foreign  marks  as  the  Executive  shall 
indicate.  Registration  of  a  mark  gives  exclusive  right  to  its  use, 
but  if  the  mark  is  not  used  within  Wiree  ^ears  the  registration  may 
be  cancelled.  The  official  registration  fee  is  fixed  at  50  pesos  (about 
$7.50),  and  the  term  of  protection  is  to  be  10  years,  as  at  present. 
Apparently  no  provision  is  made  for  the  protection  of  trade  names 
except  by  registration,  but  the  regulations  to  be  issued  under  the  new 
law  may  cover  this  subject.  [The  law  at  present  in  effect  was 
adopted  in  1875  and  has  long  been  felt  to  be  deficient  in  eome  re- 
spects. A  bill  similar  to  the  Ecuadorian  trade-mark  law  was  intro- 
duced at  the  last  session  of  the  Chilean  Congress  but,  after  consider- 
able modification,  failed  of  enactment.] 

COKOMBIA. 

ICoDRal  leonc  A.  Uannlng,  Barranqnllla,  Dec.  T.l 
Kodlflcatlon  in  Trade-Kark  Fees. 

By  a  recent  Colombian  decree  the  official  fee  for  the  registration  of 
trade-marks  was  increased  from  $15  to  $25,  while  the  publication 
charges  were  fixed  at  $5.  The  stamp  tax  of  $30  remains  in  effect. 
[The  previous  fees  had  been  complained  of  as  excessive  and  a  reduc- 
tion had  been  anticipated.] 

CTTBA. 

[Special  A8«Dt  Garrard  Harris.] 

Trade-Hark  Bights. 

Manufacturers  who  contemplate  entering  the  Cuban  market  may 
vreW  consider  in  advance  the  position  of  their  trade  marks  under 
the  law  of  that  country.  The  law  provides  that  only  those  who  are 
residents  and  taxpayers  in  Cuba  may  register  trade-marks.  Foreign 
marks  which  have  been  registered  in  the  country  of  origin,  however, 
may  be  "deposited"  and  pi*otected  in  the  same  manner  as  national 
trade-marks.  The  procedure  of  registration  is  somewhat  compli- 
cated, and  those  who  attempt  to  save  money  by  dispensing  with  the 
services  of  an  attorney  are  likely  to  put  some  trade-mark  "  pirate " 
on  notice,  and  may  find  that  the  trade-mark  has  meanwhile  beea 
locally  registered. 

The  danger  is  especially  great  in  the  case  of  articles  bearing  xin- 
registered  marks  which  have  been  widely  advertised  in  the  United 
States  and  which  are  well  known.  As  an  example,  a  Cuban  dnig- 
gist  registered  the  mark  of  a  preparation  well  known  in  the  United 
States,  and  when  shipments  of  these  goods  arrived  applied  to  the 
Cuban  Government  to  exclude  them  as  an  infringement  of  his 
totde-mark.  It  is  said  to  have  cost  the  owners  $900  to  buy  up  his 
rights,  in  addition  to  $300  in  attorneys'  fees.  Foreign  marks  are 
not  recognized  until  registered,  after  which  complete  protection  is 
^ven. 
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Trade-Xuk  Law. 

A  translation  of  the  Ecuadorian  trade-mark  law  of  190S  has  been 
received  from  the  American  consul  general  at  Guayaquil,  and  will 
be  loaned  to  those  interested  upon  request 

mnov  ov  SOUTH  AntzcA. 

ITTnlon  Gaz«tte  BxtraordlnntT,  Dec.  14.] 
Proposed  Trade-Kark  and  f  atent  Law. 

A  bill  proposing  to  consolidate  and  amend  the  laws  relating  to 
patents,  designs,  trade-maiics,  and  copyri^t  in  the  various  Provmces 
of  the  Union  of  South  Africa  was  introduced  in  the  Colonial  Par- 
liament on  December  10, 1915,  by  the  Minister  of  Justice.  The  mos* 
important  provisions  of  the  propt^d  law  are  those  for  the  consoli- 
dation of  the  laws  and  for  the  establishment  of  central  offices  at 
Pretoria  for  registratitMi  and  the  issuance  of  patents.  Under  the 
present  system  separate  registration  in  each  of  the  Provinces  is  re- 
quired. Trade-mark  registration,  which  has  already  been  secured 
under  one  of  ^e  provincial  laws,  is  to  be  effective  under  the  Union 
law,  and  provision  ia  also  made  for  the  protection  of  patents  and 
copyrights  obtained  under  the  local  laws.  Upon  the  enactment  of 
this  law,  the  provincial  laws  on  the  subject  are  to  become  void. 


AMEKICAH  COHSTTLAA  OFFIGEBS  OH  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absoice  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Port. 

Bxplm- 
tlonof 
venuA. 

Addiwa. 

Hartcalbo,  Venesueto. 
San  Lais  PotosI, 

Mexico. 
BrusMlii,  Beldam 

Tatboku,  Tstw&D  

Niagara  FaUs,Ontario. 

Feb.  17 
Feb.  IS 

Har.  11 
Apr.  1 

153  Church  Street,  Mobile,  Ala. 

190S  North  Bush  Street,  Sante  Ana.Cal. 

1031  CIIntoD  Rtreet,  PhOadelphla,  Pa. 
1978  W«l  8Stb  Street,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
DepKrttiwiitolStaU,Wasbiiigloa,D.O^ 

Hew  Openings  for  American  GoodB.  * 

A  first  order  for  $1,000  worth  of  American  footwear,  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  one  for  $10,000  if  the  first  shipment  sells  well;  an  order 
for  $750  worth  of  platinum  that  is  the  forerunner  of  other  business; 
and  sales  of  office  equipment  to  the  value  of  $575  and  stationery  and 
supplies  to  the  amount  of  $500  were  results  that  accrued  during  the 
December  quarter  from  the  trade-extension  work  of  Consul  Percival 
Gassett,  of  Malaga,  Spain. 

Quebracho  extract  to  the  value  of  $1,248,938  was  invoiced  at  the 
American  consulate  general  at  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina,  for  the 
United  States  during  1915  as  compared  with  $4M,921  worth  for 
1914,  and  quebracho  wood  valued  at  $1,137^34  as  compared  with 
$131,374. 
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SOUTH  AlCEBICAN  TRASE  DT  XANGROTE  BABE. 

[Vice  Consul  I^onard  Bl.ike  Uodlcn,  Cartagena,  Colombia,  Jan.  10.J 
ITsed  for  Hannfaetiire  of  Tannic  Extract 

No  mangi-ove  bark,  in  its  crude  state,  is  being  shipped  from  the 
Cartagena  consular  district  This  bark,  of  which  there  is  said  to  be 
an  inexhaustible  growth  in  the  valley  of  the  Sinu  River,  is  being  used 
for  the  manufacture  of  tannic  extract  by  the  two  facto,  ies  operating 
in  this  Department.  The  entire  output  of  both  factori^  goes  to  the 
United  States.  Prior  to  the  war,  small  shipments  were  made  to 
Europe. 

Although  there  was  a  decrease  of  about  7  per  cent  in  export  ton- 
nage of  tannic  extract  during  1915,  there  has  been  an  increase  in 
value  over  1914  of  250  per  cent.  This  increase  is  due  to  the  steady 
rise  of  the  price  of  the  product  during  the  past  eight  months,  brought 
about  by  a  growing  demand  on  this  market  for  tannic  extnicts. 

The  Cartagena  nictory  was  the  first  tannic  plant  to  bo  established 
in  this  district.  It  was  built  in  1911  at  a  cost  of  about  $150,000.  The 
output  in  the  beginning  was  very  small  on  account  of  the  absence  of 
a  foreign  market,  and  it  was  not  until  the  first  quarter  of  1914  that 
a  steady  sale  was  created  for  the  local  prcduct  in  the  United  States. 
During  this  year  2j07d,991  pounds  of  extract  were  shipped  to  the 
United  States,  invoiced  at  an  average  of  a  fraction  under  ^  cents 
a  pound. 

The  Cispata  Bay  factory  made  its  first  shipment  in  September, 
1915,  when  the  tannic  extract  business  was  excellent,  and  since  that 
time  has  been  shipping  in  equal  quantities  and  at  equal  prices  with 
its  older  competitor. 

United  States  Prepared  to  Take  Entire  Output 

AVhile  the  cost  of  production  of  the  Cartagena  plant  is  somewhat 
in  excess  of  that  of  the  Sinu  factory,  the  market  in  the  United  States 
is  apparently  ready  to  absorb  the  entire  possible  output  of  both 
plants.  AVhile  this  condition  lasts,  the  two  factories  can  operate  at 
topcHpacity  with  a  big  profit  to  the  manufacturers. 

The  aipacity  of  each  factory  is  approximately  200  metric  tons  a 
month,  according  to  the  statements  of  the  owners,  and  it  is  estimated 
that  the  business  during  1916  will  be  about  2,000  tons  each.  The 
Sinu  factory  is  equipped  with  American,  and  the  Cartagena  with 
English  and  French  machinery.  The  dividivi  berry  is  no  longer 
being  used  here  in  the  manufacture  of  tannic  extract. 

Shipment  is  made  in  paper-lined  nankeen  bags,  each  bag  containing 
about  100  pounds  of  extract. 

[The  names  nml  nddreRses  of  the  two  factories  mentioned,  and. of  their  New 
York  ftfients,  may  be  nhtalnwl  from  thp  Htirp:ni  of  Foreign  ami  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  district  oflices.  Refer  to  file  No.  72276.] 

supped  in  Bagi  to  Importen  In  United  States— Tetteraelu  Bblpmeiitt. 

Shipments  of  mangrove  bark  in  bags  consigned  to  importers  in  the 
United  States  is  reported  by  Consul  Isaac  A.  Manning  at  Barran- 
quilla,  Colombia.  He  states  that  (me  exporter  now  has  ready  for 
shipment  300  tons,  which  he  is  forwarding  in  his  own  schooner, 
probably  to  Boston,  Mass. 

[A  list  of  the  principal  exporters  at  ItorrnnquiHa  and  HIo  Hncha  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district 
ifflces.   Refer  to  file  No.  72278.] 
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In  a  review,  of  the  exports  of  mangrove  bark  from  Venezuela,  by 
Consul  Homer  Brett  of  La  Guaira,  the  record  for  the  first  half  of 
1915  is  given  as  including  a  total  of  189  tons,  valued  at  $1,888,  ex- 
ported. Of  this  amount,  Maracaibo  shipped  101  tons  to  the  United 
States,  and  Cristobal  Colon  88  tons  to  Trinidad.  Some  time  ago  the 
Trinidad  newspapers  noted  the  fact  that  much  mangrove  bars  was 
coming  from  Venezuela  for  reexport  to  the  United  States. 


SIX  HOHTHS  OF  INDIA'S  FOBEION  TBASE. 

The  following  table,  taken  from  the  Indian  Trade  Journal  for 
December  17,  1915,  shows  the  value  of  the  import  and  export  trade 
(excluding  treasure  and  Government  stores)  of  British  India  with 
the  United  Kingdom,  Ceylon,  Hongkong,  Canada,  and  the  principal 
foreign  countries  in  the  first  half  of  the  fiscal  year  1915-16,  as  com- 
pared with  the  corresponding  period  of  the  preceding  year : 


OoaatrlML 


Iniporta  (rom. 


Apr.  1-S«pt. 


Apr.  l-6«pt. 
n),  UU. 


Exports  to. 


Apr.  1-Sept. 
»,  W14. 


Am.  1-Sftpt. 


Unltsd  Kingdom  

CejUm  

Boni^ong  

ROMlft  

Norway  and  Sweden  

Germany  

Metherluids  

BAlglmn  

France  

fipaln  

Italy.  -  

Anstrie-Hongarj  

Persia  

China  (exdodlng  Hon^oiBMid  Maoao) 
Japan  

JNrpt  

Canada  

Vnltad  StatOii  

otber  ooontrta  

Total  


$163,  seo,ooo 
i.iasooo 

1,639,000 
107.000 

i,m.ooo 

14,673.000 

2, 131  roo 

4,Sl7.rO0 

i:>i,ux> 

2,417,000 
4,irvl.0O0 
^■I7,n00 
a,R3fi.(i0O 

7,-iii,noo 

'i'.d  1 00 

7,21.-..  iiOO 
36.476,000 


S133,034,000 
1,310,000 
2,004,000 
36,000 
2,001,000 
676.000 
1,983,000 
313,000 
3,076,000 
£74,000 
3,a3A.000 
11,000 
S32.000 
8.003.000 
ll,U6,000 
1,137,000 
9,000 
11,285,000 
36,678,000 


m.OM.OOO 
11,305,000 

8,513,000 

2.817,000 
616.000 
33,245,000 

3.702,000 
17,021,000 
»,9W,000 

3,367,000 
11,030,000 
14,668,000 
710,000 

6,351.000 
32,385,000 

3,412.000 

1,737,000 
27.9S8.000 
44,063,000 


1110,186,001 
13,011,000 
7,163,000 
e,  224,000 
W1.O0O 


536,000 
74S.000 

14,463,000 
8,444.000 

10,706,000 


2.278,000 
7.446,000 
27,061,000 
3,455.000 
3,242.000 
30,433,000 
47,615,000 


243,080,000 


213,343,000 


331,602,000 


397,860,000 


STATISTICS  OF  TELEOBAFH  LINES  Iff  CHINA. 

According  to  the  latest  report  of  the  Chinese  Ministrv  of  Communi- 
cations, says  the  Peking  Daily  News,  the  total  length  of  telegraph 
lines  in  the  country  is  more  than  90,000  11  (Li  =  ^  mile),  of  which 
the  Government  owns  49,430  li  and  private  companies  the  rest.  The 
lines  owned  by  the  Government  are,  approximately:  Kiangsu,  3,303 
li;  Anhui,  1,592;  Chihli,  2,947;  three  eastern  Provinces,  10,288; 
Snangtung,  1,497;  Kwangtung,  5,646;  Szechuan  frontiers,  2,700; 
Fukien,  from  Fooohow  to  Amoy,  144;  Kansu,  3,085;  Kueichow,  450; 
Sinkiang  to  Hi,  9,956;  Yunnan,  6,242;  Kuangsi,  6,045. 

Private  lines  are :  Shangtung,  3,709  li ;  Shansi,  1.669 ;  Honan,  3,408 ; 
Shensi,  1,104- Fukien,  2,670;  Chekiang,  2,793;  Iviangsi,  2,669i;  Hu- 
peh  5,462^;  Hunan,  2,769;  Szechuan,  2,874;  Kwangtung,  1^499i; 
Kiangsu,  434:  Chihli,  3,400;  metropolitan  districts  (from  Peking  to 
K^^at  Tien),  697^;  Mongolia  (from  Mongolian  frontier  to  Kulim)| 
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KEW  FBEIOHT  BATES  FBOX  SUBBAV. 

[Consul  William  W.  Uasteraon,  DartuiD,  Boatb  Africa.  Dec  20.] 

Another  periodical  increase  in  freight  rates  is  scheduled  to  become 
effective  on  January  1, 1916,  on  all  articles  of  South  African  produc- 
tion shipped  from  Durban  and  other  nearby  ports.  Many  or  the  in- 
creases snow  as  much  as  60  per  cent  over  the  preceding  rates,  and 
when  compared  to  the  prewar  figui*es  the  new  rates  are  five  times  as 
high  in  many  cases.  This  applies  particularly  to  maize,  which  used 
to  be  carried  at  10s.  ($2.43)  a  ton,  and  under  the  new  rates  the 
freight  on  maize  to  England  will  be  52fi.  6d.  ($12.65)  per  2,000 
pounda 

This  increase  applies  to  South  African  produce  shipped  to  Eng- 
land, and  the  ships  carrying  the  freight  are  so  few  and  the  demand 
for  space  so  great  that  no  matter  how  high  the  rates  are  there  is 
nerer  a  lack  of  produce  to  be  sent  There  are  now  at  the  wharf  over 
160,000  ba^  of  maize  awaiting  shipment. 
ComparatlTe  Freight  Sates. 

Below  will  be  found  the  rates,  both  the  new  and  present  rat^  the 
latter  being  in  parenthesis.  These  rates  are  given  in  shillings  and 
pence  (Is.— 24.33  cents;  ld.=2.02  cents). 

Alalze^  52s.  6d.  per  2,000  pounds  (3Ss.  4<1.) ;  wool,  grease,  Id.  per  pound 
(Hil,) ;  wool,  washed,  IJd.  per  pound  (18d.) :  wool,  lvGaq>y  and  scour«l,  ltd. 
Iter  ponnd  (l^d.) ;  dry  hide.  Id.  pf>r  pcnind  ( Ud.) ;  stilns  Id.  per  punnd  or  3Sa. 
l)fr  40  cubic  feet  (lid.  or  26s.) ;  mohair.  Id.  per  pound  (Ud.) :  wattle  Imrk, 
00s.  per  20  hundredwelslit ;  whale  oil,  in  drmiis,  80b.  per  20  hundredwel^t 
(3Tr.  Cfl.) ;  whale  oil,  in  .casks,  lOOs.  per  20  hundredweight  (45s.). 

The  rates  on  ores  and  concentrates  are  also  increased. 

Other  goods  are  to  be  increased  by  100  per  cent  over  the  printed 
tariff  rates,  excepting  for  special  commodities,  which  are  to  be 
increased  by  50  per  cent  above  the  rates  already  fixed. 

There  are  no  increases  in  the  freights  for  parcels,  cool-chamber 
cargo,  live  stock,  or  minimums  (bill  of  lading  or  parcel  ticket). 

The  above-named  rates  are  subject  to  an  a<0itional  war  surcharge. 


CHUEAH  customs  duties  fob  last  TEA3L 

{AjasbamtiAar  Henrj  P.  Fletcber,  SaBtlaso.] 

The  import  customs  duties  collected  in  Chile  for  1915  amounted 
to  25,809,037  gold  pesos  (1  gnld  peso  =  $0,305),  compared  with 
45,749,090  pesos  for  1914,  and  05,431,097  for  1913.  Tlie  export  duties 
collected  during  1915  amounted  to  {i8.6(!5.908  pesos,  compared  with 
65,500,049  pesos  for  1914,  and  90,683,775  pesos  for  1913. 

The  number  of  ships  entering  the  port  of  Valparaiso  during  1916 
was  501,  against  651  for  1914,  and  767  for  1913. 


Friees  for  Saws  in  Biunia. 


In  the  article  on  Market  for  saws  in  Russia,  published  in  Commerce 
Reports  for  January  5, 1910,  the  price  of  band  saws  1  inch  broad,  for 
sawing  wood,  should  be  0.17  ruble  ($0,088),  instead  of  0.17  kopeck 
($0.00088),  per  foot,  and  the  price  of  band  saws  1.57  inches  broad 
and  0.354  inch  thick,  for  sawing  metals,  should  be  0.48  ruble  ($0^7), 
instead  of  0.48  kopeck  ($0.00247),  per  foot 
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POBEiaH  TRADE  0FP0BTUJI1T1E8. 

B«wmd  aMfi— Si  mur  be  obtained  from  Ou  Bareiiv  and  Its  Uatrle*  aMew.  Beqnwt 
for  each  oiqKWtuiutj  ■bonM  be  oo  a  separate  ueet  and  tbe  file  nuiber  glTen. 

MeM  and  gla9»  fubet,  eto.,  No.  20110.— ^An  American  consular  ofRcer  in  Brasll 
reports  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  quotations,  in  lota  of 
5,000,  from  American  manufacturers  of  metal  and  glass  tubes,  samples  of 
which  may  be  examined  at  tiie  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.  (Refer  to  file 
No.  71833.)  The  firm  is  also  in  the  market  for  a  mach!De  for  closing  the 
metal  tubes,  and  desires  catalogue  ffom  American  manufacturers  of  ma- 
chinery for  manufacturing  oxidized  water. 

General  agency.  No.  20120. — A  man  in  England  writes  that  he  desires  to  rep- 
resent American  manufacturers  and  exporters  in  that  country.  No  par- 
ticular line  is  specified. 

Com  shellcra,  cotton  i/am$,  confectionery,  etc..  No.  20121. — A  firm  In  Bast 
Africa  informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  It  desires  to  receive  cata- 
logues, prices,  and  full  Informatiou  from  American  manufactnrers  of 
com  shellers,  cotton  yams,  confectionery,  coffee  and  tea  sets,  hand  coffee 
mills,  and  steel  safes.   Correspondence  may  be  In  Bngtlsb. 

Textile*,  No.  20122. — An  American  consular  ofllcer  In  Colombia  reports  that 
several  textile  importers  iu  his  district  desire  to  use  American  grey  drill 
as  a  sul)stitute  for  "  coleta  ",  a  species  of  naukeeu  made  of  llueu  nnd  Jute 
and  used  as  a  packing  material  and  for  bags  for  packing.  Manufacturers 
should  send  samples,  quotations,  and  fnli  information.  A  list  of  the 
textile  importers  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Bureau  or  Its 
district  offices. 

Office  supplies,  bicycles,  {jramaphones,  etc.,  No.  20123. — A  firm  in  India  Informs 
an  American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  communicate  with  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  of  office  supplies,  such  as  carbon,  typewriter,  pen  and 
Veaail  paper;  typewriter  ribbons;  duplicators;  Inks;  pastes;  press  copy 
books;  filing  cabinets;  files  and  office  mivdtles;  bicycles;  -and  gramo- 
phones.  Samples,  prices,  discounts,  and  terms  of  sale  should  be  sent. 
Correspondence  may  be  in  Euglisti. 

Sieel  iceldlcss  tubes  for  tHopclca,  and  ateel  balls.  No.  20124. — An  American  con- 
sular officer  in  Italy  reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  receive 
quotations  from  American  manufacturers  of  steel  weldless  tubes  for 
bicycles  and  steel  balls  for  bearluga    Corre8i>ondence  may  be  in  English. 

Photodev^oping  paper,  No.  20125. — A  man  in  Itussia  informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  be  desires  to  conununicate  with  American  manufac- 
turers of  i^otodeveloplng  paper.  Weights,  dimensions,  and  prices  should 
be  stated  in  Itusslan  equivalents.  Quotations  are  desired  c.  1.  f.  Vladi- 
vostok.  Correspondence  may  be  In  Eugll^. 

Jewelry,  No.  20128. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Brazil  writes  that  a  firm 
in  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  quotations  from  American 
manufacturers  of  all  kinds  of  cheap  Jewelry  and  good  plated  ware. 

Paper,  No.  20127. — A  firm  In  China  Informs  an  American  consular  officer  that 
It  Is  in  the  market  for  about  8,000  reams  of  paper  similar  to  a  sample 
which  may  he  examined  at  the  Rurenu  or  Its  district  offices.  (Refer  to 
file  No.  72086.)  It  is  stated  that  this  paper  is  wanted  in  quantities  of 
2.000  reams  per  quarter,  tbe  first  cous^nment  being  wauterl  immediately.' 
The  size  of  tbe  sheets  desired  is  26  by  44  Inches.  Prices  should  be  quoted 
a  i.  f.  destination. 

Typetoriter  ribbons  and  carbon  paper.  No.  20128. — Tbe  commercial  attaclifi  of 
the  Department  of  Commerce  In  France  reports  that  a  ituin  iu  Switzerland, 
desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of  typewriter 
ribbons  and  carbon  paper. 


District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Hew  York,  Eoom  409  Vnlted  States  Customhouse;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
ITnited  States  Customhouse;  Chicfigo,  604  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  402  Third 
Hatlonal  Bank  Bnilding;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020 
Hlbernia  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  306  United  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
MS  Alaska  Building.  CooperatlTe  distriot  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamlwr  of  Com- 
merce; ClnelnBati,  Clumber  of  Cuamerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Comoaeree; 
Detnilv  Board  of  Oonmeroe;  PUladelphis,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Davenport 
^vn},  Ooanereial  Olvb. 
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PE0F0SAI5  FOB  OOVEBNUEirT  SUPPLIES  AHB  CONSTRlTCrnOH. 

{CorrettpondoDce  should  be  direct  with  the  offices  named,  and  Rpeciflcatloni  can  aroallr 
be  ubtnlni-d  at  the  points  where  the  goods  arc  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
fomied.  Id  caiies  whore  the  time  limit  is  too  abort  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenders, 
they  should  8»k  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  llb-t»  of  such  offlcen  to  receive  notices  calling 
for  future  BUppUen  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Bale  of  furniture.  No.  2953. — Sealed  proposnis  will  be  received  by  the  TJght- 
house  lnR|>e('tor.  Boeton.  Mj'bs..  nntll  F>bruJiry  24,  191ft,  for  the  purchnee  of 
secondhand  furniture.  Further  Information  may  be  obtained  on  application 
to  the  Lighthouse  Inspector,  Boston. 

Qasoline  launclics.  So.  2054.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Superin- 
tendent, Coast  nnd  Geodetic  Survey.  Wiishlngton,  1>.  C,  until  Februnry 
24,  1010.  for  fnraisbing  guBollue  launches,  2S  to  65  feet  long,  for  the  use 
of  wire  drag  parties  on  the  New  Bugland  coast.  SpecificMtions  and  farther 
luformatlon  iiuty  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Superintendent,  Coast 
oud  Geodetic  Survey. 

Spar  huoyn.  No.  295G. — Sealed  proposnis  will  be  received  by  the  Ughtbonae  In- 
Bi^ector,  Boston,  Mnss.,  autll  March  1,  1010.  for  funiishli^  wooden  spar 
buoys.  l*'uither  information  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Light- 
house Inspector.  Boston 

Oomttruclion  work.  No.  2956. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  nt  the  United 
States  Engineer  Office.  Milwaukee.  Wis,  until  March  10.  1916,  for  con- 
structing reinforced  concrete  cnlesou  brenkwnter  and  removing  the  old 
timber-crib  pier  at  lUchie  Ilnrbor.  Wis.  Further  Information  may  be  ob- 
tained on  apiillcatlou  to  the  Engineer  Office.  Milwaukee. 

Hocking  and  repairing  rcmtel.  No.  2X7. — Sen  led  proposnis  will  be  received  by 
the  Lighthouse  Inspector.  Baltimore.  Md..  until  Februnry  2S.  1016.  for 
docking  and  repairing  light  vessel  No.  49.  Further  Information  may  be 
obtained  on  api>lication  tu  the  IJgbthouse  InsiJector,  Baltimore. 

Bteel  manearer  boat  hull.  No.  2058. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  recelve<T  at  the 
United  Stntes  Engineer  OfHce.  Cincinnati.  Ohio,  until  March  4,  1916.  for 
constructing  one  steel  uuiueuver  boat  bull  and  delivering  same  nt  Catletts- 
bui%,  Ky.  Specifications  oud  bine  prlnta  may  be  obtained  from  the  Engi- 
neer Office,  Cincinnati. 

Motor  Hfe-hoats,  No.  2960. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  United  Stutea  Coast  Guard,  TreHsnry  Department  Washington,  D. 
until  Miiix-fa  15.  1916.  for  the  constnictlon  of  from  one  to  five  36-foot  motor 
life-botit**.  Plana  Ri>eclflctitlons.  nntl  full  Information  may  be  ohtdned  on 
application  to  the  Supervisor  of  Lifeboats,  Coast  Guard,  Room  522,  Cus- 
tonihoose.  New  York.  .V.  Y. 

Jnttallation  of  mechanical  equipment.  No.  2960. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  re- 
ceived at  the  OfHce  of  the  Sup<*rvislng  Architect,  Treasury  Department, 
Wuslilngton,  D.  C,  until  March  21,  1916,  for  the  Installation,  complete,  of 
the  Mui-lmnical  equlianoiit  (cxtvpt  el«'viit*>r«,  lifts,  ami  lighting  fixtures) 
of  the  United  States  post  office  at  New  Haven,  Conn.  Drawings  and  specifl- 
catlomi  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  architect,  Jas.  Gamble  Itogers, 
470  Fourth  Avenue,  New  York.  N.  Y.,  or  to  the  Supervising  Architect's  office. 

Conttmction  icork,  No.  2061.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Office  of 
the  SuI)er^ising  Architect,  Treasury  Department.  Waslilngton,  D.  C,  until 
March  17.  191a  for  the  eom^tructlon  of  the  United  States  post  office  at 
Charles  City,  Iowa.  Drawings  nnd  speclflcntlnns  imiy  be  obtained  from  the 
custodian  of  the  site  or  at  the  Washington  office. 

Interior  fini*h,  etc..  No.  2902. — Senle<l  proposals  will  be  reoplved  nt  the  Office 
of  the  Snjiervlsing  Ai-clilte<-t,  Treasury  Department.  Washington.  D.  C, 
until  March  21.  1016.  for  Hie  Interior  finish  (except  meclumlcnl  equipment 
and  elevators)  and  cotnplctifm  of  the  approaches  of  the  United  States  post 
office  at  New  Hnvcn,  O'lin,  Drawings  ami  siieclficatlons  may  be  obtained  on 
application  to  the  arcliifpct,  .las.  C'.atnhle  Rogers,  470  Fourth  Avenue, 
Kew  York,  N,  Y.,  or  to  Uic  Suijcvvlslng  Architect's  office. 

KitcJicn  vteimlK,  No.  20C.1.— Seal«l  pro|Htsnis  will  lie  received  at  the  Medical 
Sui>ply  Deixit,  United  States  Army.  Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  until 
February  21,  1016.  for  furnl.'ililng  ami  delivering  at  warehouse  "  D,**  Port 
Mason,  dish  waslier,  dough  trouf^i,  rack  for  saucepans.  cook*s  work  tables; 
scrap  table,  and  coffee  urns. 
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TOBACCO-nrSFECnON  LAW  FOB  FHUIPPIKES. 

The  Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs  of  the  War  Department  has  received 
the  following  cablegram  from  the  Governor  General  of  the  Philip- 
pine Islands : 

Philippine  Legislature  liaa  pnnsed  tobacco-inspection  law,  requiring  collector 
of  Internal  revenue  tu  inspect  ail  tobacco  products  aliipped  to  the  United  Statea 
and  aflix  inspection  inlwls  thereto.  The  luw  pn^lhitH  the  exportation  of  .uon- 
stcndanl  tobacco  products  and  provides  for  advertising  campaign  and  two 
tcrtMcco  agents  in  the  United  Utates. 


HEW  WATEBWOBKS  9YSTEU  FOB  BABBAHCA. 

The  city  of  Barranca,  in  the  province  of  Chancay*  Peru,  is  to  have 
a  new  waterworks  system,  according  to  a  recent  law  in  El  Peruuno. 
The  departmental  board  of  Lima  is  anthorized  to  contract  a  loan  of 
^8,000  for  the  installation  of  a  drinlcing-water  and  drainage  system. 
This  loan  will  be  covered  by  an  issue  of  bonds,  paying  not  more  than  ' 
d  per  cent  nnnual  interest  and  amortization.  Complete  details  con- 
cerning the  bonds  will  be  specified  later  in  an  executive  decree. 


HODIFICATIOH  OF  ITALIAN  EHBABGO  ON  OLIVE  OIL. 

■  Cablegram  froio  American  Coq.iuI  Opnernl,  Genoa,  rocelred  Frb.  II.] 

Temporary  permission  has  again  been  granted  for  the  exportation 
of  olive  oil  to  the  countries  of  North  and  8outh  America  by  an  order 
of  February  9.  [A  notice  regarding  tlie  recent  withdrawal  of  such 
permission  appeared  in  Comhesce  Keports  for  Feb.  9, 1916.] 


Oold  Prodnctioik  in  Valley  of  Snake  Biver. 

About  $149,000  worth  of  gold  has  been  produced  since  1902  in  the 
Talley  of  Snake  River,  particularly  in  the  part  which  passes  through 
southern  Idaho.  The  United  States  Geological  Survey  has  pub- 
lished a  description  of  this  region.  It  finds  that  n  little  platinum 
occurs  with  the  gold,  but  not  in  commercial  quantities. 
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TOBACCO  CROP  mOSPECTS  IH  DOHIHICAir  BEFUBUC. 

[CoQBn]  Frank  AnderaoD  Henrj,  Paerto  Fbita,  Feb.  2.] 

The  heavy  rains  that  have  fallen  throughout  the  northern  part  of 
the  Dominican  Kepublic  during  the  past  three  months  have  been  to 
a  certain  extent  beneficial  to  the  crops,  but  should  the  rainfall  ( 10  to 
15  indbes  per  month)  contiiiue  much  longer^rious  damage  will  re* 
suit,  especially  to  the  growing  tobacco.  The  yield  of  this  crop 
promises  to  be  large  if  favorable  weather  conditions  are  encountered 
curing  the  next  two  months.  Local  estimates  foreoist  a  production 
of  250,000  to  800,000  seroons  (1  6eroon=116  pounds  net),  compared 
with  a  crop  of  about  70,000  seroons  in  1915,  and  150,000  to  200,000 
seroons  in  normal  years.  .  .. 

Beonomio  Aspects  of  a  Large  Crop. 

Should  a  large  crop  materialize  it  is  doubtful  whether  it  would 
prove  beneficial  to  the  business  and  agi'icultural  interests  of  the 
region.  'I'he  growers  would  probably  realize  minimum  prices,  per- 
haps less  than  2  cents  per  pound  on  the  average.  During  the  last 
months  of  1915  some  tooacco  was  sold  as  high  as  7  and  8  cents  per 
pound,  due  to  the  smallness  of  the  crop.  Existing  transportation 
facilities  would  have  the  greatest  difficulty  in  handling  a  large  crop. 
How  evident  this  is  will  be  seen  from  the  fact  that  eight  months 
have  been  consumed  in  bringing  the  small  1915  crop  from  the  in- 
terior to  the  seaboard..  The  lack  of  shipping  fadlities  from  this 
country  to  the  ports  of  continental  Euroj^  is  also  a  factor  which 
tends  to  complicate  the  situation.  Freight  rates  are  in  general  more 
than  four  times  what  they  were  previous  to  the  outbreak  of  the  war. 

THYMOL  HAOTFACTTTBE  IN  INDIA  FBOFOSED. 

The  Technical  Laboratory  of  the  Department  of  Industries,  United 

Provinces  of  India,  has  issued  a  circular  advocating  the  manufacture 

of  thymol  in  India,  stating  that  it  can  be  undertaken  without  any 

difficulty  where  the  raw  material  is  so  plentiful,  and  that  very  good 

sample  have  been  obtained  through  experiments  in  the  industry 

conducted  at  the  laboratory.   The  circular  says  in  part: 

niymol  was  sold  before  the  war  at  5  to  6  shtlltngs  ($1.22  to  fl.46)  per 
pound.  The  price  Jumped  up  enormoiisly  Boon  after  the  supplies  from  Oennany 
were  stopped,  and  not  so  long  ago  thymol  was  quoted  at  BO  shiltlngB  per  pound. 

It  Is  obvious  that  tlie  manufacture  of  thymol  In  India  nt  the  present  time  shonld 
yield  a  good  return.  Even  under  normal  conditions  there  is  no  reason  why 
thymol  should  not  be  made  in  India  at  least  as  cheaply  as  elsewhere,  seeing 
that  we  have  tlie  raw  material  in  our  midst,  and  a  small  company  has  recently 
been  established  at  Dehra  Dun  for  Its  manufacture.  The  apparatus  required 
Is  simple  and  inexpensive.  Tiie  demand  for  thymol  both  In  India  and  In  Qreat 
Britain  Is  great,  and  there  should  be  no  difficulty  therefore  in  finding  a  reB47 
sale. 

[A  full  discussion  of  the  thymol  industry  was  published  in  Com- 
merce Reports  for  Aug.  9, 1915.] 

Decreased  American  PnrchaAes  of  linoleum. 

Consul  H.  D.  Van  Sant,  at  Dumfermline,  Scotland,  reports  that 
the  exports  of  linoleum  ns  invoiced  at  that  consulate  for  the  United 
States  during  1915  decreased  in  value  by  $40,908  compared  with  1914, 
It  is  said  that  the  competition  of  American  linoleum  fa'-tories  is 
Kcoming  increasingly  keen  from  year  to  year.  ^  . 
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SSBTTCZNO  COST  Of  PBODITCIIOH  07  FLAX. 

Some  important  statements  relating  to  the  method  and  cost  of 
production  of  flax  have  been  made  in  connection  with  the  recent  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject  in  Canada.  The  Evening  Review  of  Niagara 
Falls,  Ontario,  publishes  an  article  by  a  manufacturer  whose  company 
maintains  a  plant  at  St.  Catherines.   The  writer  says : 

The  system  hitherto  eruployetJ  !s  n  tedious  and  expensive  one,  necessitating 
the  employment  of  n  Inrj^e  numlier  of  liands — tlie  puiliuff  of  the  flux,  the  haul- 
ing into  the  mill  nod  threshing,  hauMnp;  out  flgnin  into  tlie  field  and  spreading 
on  the  grass,  the  turuinsj  of  it  upside  down,  the  blndins  up  into  shenvea  and 
bauling  again  to  tlie  mill,  the  breiUting  of  the  tlux  iu  llutetl  roIlei*s,  the  hand 
scutching  (thb  beating  of  the  wood  off  the  fiber  by  tlie  scutching  bladcn) — the 
whole  thing  belnf  entirely  flepeiident  upon  lalwr  and  weather  conditions.  If 
oaid  be  assured  of  sufficient  expert  labor  at  reasonable  prices,  and  If  weatiier 
cnndltlonii  could  be  controlled  or  overeouie;  If  we  could  compete  with  cheap 
European  labor,  and  if  we  could  devise  a  process  to  overcome  nofavorable 
venther  con<littoa<),  we  could  sood  make  Canada  the  greatest  liuen  manul^ 
turlng  country  In  the  worltL 
To  SoTielop  One  <tf  Great  ladmstrlei. 

To  overcome  thLs  dilHcutly.  to  aceorapllah  this  ponwse,  to  develop  a  process 
for  the  ti-eatment  of  the  flax  which  would  have  for  It^  object  not  only  reduc- 
tion in  the  cost,  but  a  larpi  and,  Hliall  I  say,  iwrraanent  increase  in  the  quantity 
of  tlie  fiber  produced,  is  the  task  we  sot  ourselves  years  ago;  in  other  words,  to 
hrin:;  the  fiax  indastry  within  the  category  of  great  industries  in  Canada  and 
ninke  It  cap:ihle  of  profitiihle  eximiisioD  and  large  development.  And  this  Is 
what  we  claim  to  have  accomplished. 

By  the  process  which  wc  have  developed,  the  4iand  pulling  will  be  largely 
done  away  with,  and  the  subsctiuent  spi-eading  in  the  fleh'i  entirely  ellralnatfHi. 
In  future,  the  flax  will  he  brought  dii*ect  from  the  field,  thrcshrti  by  specially 
destgnctl  threshing  machines,  and  Immeillately  baletl  by  powerful  hydi'nulic 
process  into  haJes  each  containing  alwut  700  pounds  of  flax  straw.  These  bales 
are  then  carried  by  electric  carriers  or  hoists,  and  piace«l  in  large  concrete 
tanlvs  of  a  capacity  of  about  10  tons  of  flax  each.  Here  the  flax  Is  treated  by 
means  of  bacteria  cultures,  tn  water  bold  constantly  at  the  required  tempera- 
tore,  and  it  is  thoroughly  "  retted  "  in  from  t^vo  to  three  days. 
Prodact  Hade  Beady  for  Baling  and  Slilpment. 

From  the  tanli  the  wet  flax  is  lifteil  by  electric  hoists  and  passed  Immedlotely 
to  large,  specially  constructeil  dryers,  where  In  the  abort  space  of  thi^e  hours 
the  moisture  is  removed,  leaving  the  flax  tUorougldy  dry  and  ready  for  the  next 
operation.  From  the  dryers  the  bales  are  curried  by  overliead  conveyers  to  the 
machinery  room,  where  they  are  mechanically  fed  into  large  breakers  and  the 
wood  broken  and  crushed  Into  fine  particles,  the  fiber  (or  tow)  being  carried 
antomatlcally  into  large  shakers  or  beaters,  wliere  it  Is  thoroughly  cleaned  and 
the  resultant  product  deposited  in  large  bius,  ready  for  baling  aud  shipment  to 
the  spinning  mills. 

The  process  is  short  ond  inexpensive,  is  positive  in  Us  results,  and  will  profluce 
a  uniform  grade.  It  can  l>e  used  with  any  quantiry  desired.  It  is  entirely  free 
from  xveather  conditions  and  can  be  carried  on  the  wliole  year  round,  not  being 
Umlted  to  a  few  weeks  in  autumn,  as  Is  the  present  system.  Our  mill  is  de- 
signed to  handle  20  tons  of  straw  i>er  day,  but  additional  mills  can  be  erected 
and  machinery  Installetl  capable  of  treating  all  the  flax  that  can  be  grown  In  the 
entire  country  and  as  rapidly  as  it  can  be  produced  by  tlie  farmers. 

Yrooess  One  of  Simplicity  and  Economy. 

The  object  kept  In  view  by  designing  and  Installing  this  plant  for  handling 
the  flax  has  been  slnipHoIty  and  economy.  These  two  words  are  written  large 
over  the  entire  process.  From  the  harvesting  of  the  flax  riglit  tln-ough  to  the 
baling  nnd  shipment  of  the  fiber  tu  the  spinning  mill,  everything  lias  been 
designed  to  bamlle  the  flax  by  the  most  economical  labor-saving  methods,  so  ns 
to  assure  the  farmer  who  grows  the  flax  a  steady  market  for  his  pnxtuct  and  at 

Srofltnhle  prices,  and  also  to  Insure  the  plant  a  regular  manufacturer's  profit 
i  producing  the  fiber  for  the  trade. 

[An  article  on  the  revival  of  flax-fiber  growing  in  Ontario  was 
published  in  Comubbcb  Bepobts  for  Sept.  20, 1915. J       ^  i 
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IRON  ORE  AND  PROPOSED  RAILROAD  DT  IXmSH  LAPLAND. 

[By  Jolun  W.  Cnnanltt;  transmitted  by  Cfmnta  Qaianl  BolNrt  P.  BUuBer.  Xjondon, 

Eni^and.  Jan.  18.] 

The  view  has  often  been  expressed  that  the  Finnish  Lapland  con- 
tains vast  deposits  of  tlie  highest-grade  iron  ore,  equal,  if  not  superior, 
to  the  vast  deposits  of  Swedish  and  Norwegian  Lapland.  This  view 
has  been  confirmed  by  exploratory  work  carried  on  by  individual 
owners  in  the  region  lying  between  67°  and  68°  N.  latitude  and 
25°  30'  and  27°  30  E.  longitude,  within  which  area  four  vast  deports 
are  exposed. 

This  ^^reat  area  is  the  center  of  the  magnetite  and  hematite  ore  zam 
traversing  these  regions  of  the  north,  the  ore  deposits  bein^  of  a 

sedimentary  origin.  The  specific  gravity  at  the- surface  varies  be- 
tween 4.6  and  6.18,  improvement  upon  which  is  bound  to  occur  as 
the  deposits  are  opened.  The  grade  is  75  to  85  per  cent  of  metallic 
iron.  Should  the  ore  within  this  known  area  be  of  a  depth  of  300 
meters  (984  feet),  the  known  depth  of  the  mines  in  Swedish  Lap- 
land, which  may  be  defined  as  the  fringe,  or  marginal  deposits,  of 
the  great  ore  zone,  the  site  of  Sukuvaara  alone  would  represent  1,000 
by  2,000  by  300  meters,  or  600,000,000  cubic  meters  (786,000,000  cubic 
y&rds)  of  high-grade  iron  ore.  It  is  contended,  however,  that  thus 
great  center  of  the  ore  zone  has  a  depth  of  1,000  meters  (3.281  feet), 
and  the  site  of  Sukuvaara  is  only  a  small  part  of  the  Finnish  ore 
area. 

Proposed  Kailroad. 

The  construction  of  a  railway  to  make  these  deposits  available  is 
under  consideration  by  Finnish  capitalists.  From  the  port  of  Kerai, 
on  the  Gulf  of  Bothnia,  there  is  a  railway  line  to  the  village  Ro- 
vaniemi,  where  the  Rivers  Ounasjoki  and  !^mielf  meet.  The  length 
of  this  line  is  71  miles.  From  Rovaniemi  to  the  site  Sukuvaara,  in 
^e  parish  of  Sodankyla,  the  distance  is  87  miles.  The  first  point 
necessary  would  therefore  seem  to  be  to  get  Sukuvaara  connected  by 
rail  with  Kemi.  This  work  would,  however,  have  to  be  considered  as 
only  preliminary,  Kemi  not  being  an  open  port  all  the  year  round. 
A  railway  from  Rovaniemi  to  Sodankyla  must  be  built,  however,  as 
it  will  be  the  only  way  to  transpoi*t  to  Sukuvaara  the  machinery  and 
tools  necessary  for  an  extensive  iron-mining  industry.  Besides  this, 
it  is  possible  that  the  Finnish  Government  would  not  sanction  the 
building  of  a  railwav  line  to  the  north  of  Sukuvaara,  if  this  line  is 
not  connected  with  the  other  railway  lines  of  the  country. 

The  line  from  Rovaniemi  to  Sukuvaara  being  completed,  a  con- 
tinuation will  have  to  be  built  through  Matarakoski  and  the  site 
Kongas,  along  the  western  and  northern  borders  of  Lake  Enare,  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Neida  River  in.Varangerfjord,  at  the  Arctic  Ocean. 

Only  in  this  way  Finland  can  have  an  open  port  for  exporting 
ore  all  the  year  round.  The  distance  from  Sukuvaara  to  Neida  is  193 
miles.  From  the  Finnish  border  to  the  port  in  Norway  is  a  distance 
of  11  miles;  for  this  part  of  the  line  it  will  be  necessary  to  get  the 
cooperation  of  the  Norwegian  Government. 

Lenerth  aad  Cott  of  Itlne — Coal  from  Bpltzbe^n. 

The  length  of  the  Lapland  railway  line  in  Finland,  from  Ro- 
vaniemi to  the  Norwegian  border,  would  be  about  268  milea  of  main, 
line,  or,  including  switch  lines,  about  280  mile& 
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The  cost  for  building  railway  lines  in  Finland  has  aTeraged  100,000 
Finnish  marks  per  knoraeter  (about  $31,000  per  mile).  The  pro- 
posed line  would,  perhaps,  be  somewhat  dearer,  as  heavier  rolling 
stock  than  is  generally  in  use  would  have  to  be  arranged  for,  to 
transport  the  ore;  for  this  purpose  cars  for  a  load  of  as  much  as 
30  tons  would  be  preferable. 

'i'he  ore  would  be  transported  principally  along  the  Une  Sukuvaara- 
Neidaelf — about  183  miles  in  Finland.  The  Finnish  tariff  gives  the 
freight  for  iron  ore  for  this  distance  at  $1.45  per  ton. 

If  iron  girders,  rails,  and  ordinary  bar-iron,  of  100,000  tons  p.  a. 
are  manufactured,  for  Finland's  own  use,  it  would  be  absolutely 
necessary  to  import  coal.  In  this  case,  coal  from  Spitzbergen  would 
be  decidedly  cheaper  than  coal  from  England,  for  the  distance  from 
Spitzbergen  to  Varangerfjord  is  only  two-fifths  of  the  distance  from 
England  to  the  same  port. 

DOV^AHIVO  AS  BEVEDY  FOB  IBBEauiAB  EISPIOYUENT. 

Systematic  dovetailing  of  occupations  in  allied  branches  of  in- 
dustry, as  a  means  of  relief  from  irregularity  of  occupation,  is  con- 
sidered in  a  report  prepared  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Labor 
Statistics,  Imsecl  upon  a  study  of  the  extent  and  causes  of  such  irregu- 
larity in  the  women's  garment  industries.  The  bureau  finds  that  in 
spite  of  great  advances  made,  the  shorter  hours,  better  treatment, 
and  better  weekly  pay  have  not  been  accompanied  by  a  lengthening 
of  the  working  season. 

The  possibility  of  considerable  relief  by  systematic  dovetailing, 
according  to  the  report,  is  shown  by  the  experience  of  a  number  of 
manufacturers.  Dovetailing,  as  it  was  found  in  these  establish- 
ments, consisted  in  utilizing  the  employees  during  the  dull  seasons 
of  the  year  for  the  manufacture  of  garments  of  a  simpler  variety 
than  the  line  ordinarily  produced,  such  that  a  garment  worker  of 
average  experience  could  easily  adjust  himself  at  short  notice,  or 
garments  such  that  the  manufacture  in  considerable  quantities  was 
possible  regardless  of  seasonal  demands;  that  is,  In  advance  of  sales. 

One  of  the  primary  obstacles  to  dovetailing  is  seen  in  the  quali- 
fications called  for  in  skilled  trades.  The  manufacturers  also  are 
somewhat  reluctant  to  attempt  it,  firmly  believing  in  specialization 
as  the  only  method  of  achieving  success  in  their  business.  It  was 
suggested  by  some  employers  that  dovetailing  could  probably  be 
materially  assisted  by  mdustrial  training  of  a  general  or  technical 
character,  which  would  increase  the  adaptability  of  the  worker. 


BAILWAY  EXTENSION  IN  BOLIVIA. 

The  Bolivian  Government  is  to  issue  a  call  for  tenders  for  the 
construction  of  a  railroad  from  Potosi  to  Sucre,  according  to  a  recent 
issue  of  the  South  American  Journal.  The  new  railway  will  be  an 
extension  of  the  present  line  to  Poto^  from  Bio  Mnlato,  which  is  on 
the  Antofn^sta  &  Bolivia  Railway,  making  a  total  length  of  215 
miles  on  this  branch  tine.  The  bids  for  construction,  which  must 
be  presented  before  June  30,  1916,  are  to  q(»iform  to  detailed  plans 
i^ready  formulated. 
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TBADE  Am)  BAKKZHG  FACILITIES  07  KABTIHIQVE. 

ICoosu)  Tbomaa  A.  Wallace.  Fort^de  France,  Jan.  15.1 

The  foreign  trade  of  Martinique,  West  Indies,  for  20  years  prior 
to  1902  averaged  $10,000,000  annually.  A  number  of  disasters  oc- 
curred on  the  island  during  a  period  of  five  years,  conunencing  with 
the  eruption  of  Mount  Pelee  m  1902,  in  which  the  annual  trade  of 
the  island  was  reduced  more  than  35  per  cent.  A  change  for  the 
better  began  to  develop  in  1907,  and  in  1912  it  had  reached  the 
average  of  former  years,  while  the  returns  for  1915-16  are  expected 
to  equal  if  not  exceed  in  value  its  most  prosperous  period. 

The  import  trade  with  the  United  States  has  increased  more  than 
54  per  cent  within  the  period  of.  five  "ears  ended  1914.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  the  value  of  impQrts  from  the  United  States  to  Mar- 
tinique for  1915  exceeded  $2,000,000. 

The  expoi-ts  from  the  colony  to  the  United  States  are  inaigiufi- 
cant,  amounting  to  but  $5,500  in  value  during  1915,  according  to  in- 
voices certified  at  the  American  considate  at  Fort  de  France. 
Bankiiig  Vaeilitlei  limited  with  Vntted  States. 

At  present  there  is  but  one  bank  in  Martinique,  and  exchange  is 
always  limited  with  New  York  and  considerably  hi^er  than  with 
Paris.  Drafts  on  New  Yoi'k  arc  issued  by  the  bank  only  one  day  for 
each  outgoing  mail.  The  full  amount  applied  for  must  be  deposited 
at  the  banlc  the  day  before;  the  next  day  tlie  bank  delivers  to  each 
applicant  a  propoi-tion  of  its  available  funds  for  New  York,  some- 
times the  wliole  amount  asked  for,  and  at  other  times  25  per  cent, 
50  per  cent,  etc.,  as  the  amount  available  will  divide,  an^  the  balance 
is  refunded,  if  the  whole  amount  is  not  fumislied. 

Parties  are  often  conlpelled  to  accept  drafts  on  Paris,  with  the 
long  delay  entailed  to  settle  their  accounts.  The  commisdon  asked 
by  the  bank  on  New  York  drafts  is  3  per  cent  of  the  amount  at  the 
current  rate  of  exchange  in  New  York  plus  5  cents  per  $100.  Much' 
of  the  business  of  the  island  is  done  through  other  channels  when 
possible.  The  bank  sells  drafts  on  New  York  at  the  rate  of  5.85 
francs  to  the  dollar  and  charges  a  commission  of  3.05  per  cent  for  it. 

Banqne  de  la  Kartliiiqiie — Tleld  for  American  Branoh  Bank. 

The  capital  stock  of  the  Bonk  of  Martinique  is  fixed  at  3,000,000 
francs  ($579,000).  It  is  divided  into  6,000  shares  of  $%.50  each. 
About  4,000  of  the  shares  are  held  in  France  and  2,000  shares  in 
the  colony. 

The  bank  is  required  to  maintain  a  minimum  reserve  fund  of 
$280^500.  It  is  permitted  to  issue  bank  notes  equal  to  three  times 
the  value  of  its  capital  stock,  payment  of  which  is  guaranteed  by 
the  French  Government;  the  issue  is  equal  to  $1,351,000.  Its  busi- 
ness is  secured  by  a  cash  reserve  equal  to  $366,700  and  other  collateral 
securities  of  approved  value  to  the  amount  of  $2,895,000. 

The  deposits  of  the  bank  will  average  $7,720,000  annually  and  its 
foreign  exchange  $2,895,000.  The  profits  appear  to  be  about  10  per 
cent  on  the  capital.  .  .  *  . 

A  branch  of  a  reputable  American  banking  concern  established  in 
MaHinique  would  meet  with  favor;  the  field  is  ample  to  sustain  two 
such  institutions,  and  it  is  believed  that  a  most  profitable  business 
^ould  result.   The  island  sustained  three  banks  prior  to  the  deetrao- 

Digitized  by  Google 


OOMMEECB  BBPOBTS. 


61& 


tion  of  Saint  Pierre  in  1902,  and  every  indication  points  to  the 
c»lony  reaching  a  period  of  prosperity  within  one  or  two  years. 
There  can  be  no  question  but  that  the  establishment  of  an  .American 
bank  in  Martinique  would  greatly  aid  American  trade.  Tt  is  esti- 
mated that  the  United  States  will  supply  60  per  cent  of  the  imports 
during  1916. 


CEMENT  ADD  COHCBETE  SPECIFICATIONS  FOB  CHI£E. 

A  set  of  standards  and  specifications  for  the  cement  and  reinforced 
concrete  used  in  public  construction  in  Cfiile  has  been  received  by 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  from  Commercial 
Attach6  V.  L.  Havens,  in  SaUiago.  The  standards  for  cement  were 
compiled  by  a  committee  of  technical  experts  and  scientific  men,  who 
stipulated  that  the  first  requisite  for  the  acceptance  of  any  cement  by 
the  Government  should  be  a  certificate  of  approval  from  the  testing 
laboratory  nt  the  University  of  Chile.  Besides  being  subjected  to 
chemical  analysis  at  this  laboratory,  the  cement  is  tested  for  weight, 
fineness,  and  holding  and  resisting  qualities.  The  specifications  for 
concrete  construction  are  based  on  the  standards  used  in  Germany 
and  represent  the  application  of  scientific  principles  in  the  determi- 
nation of  dimensions  of  walls,  beams,  flooi-s.  etc.  The  complete  set 
of  specifications  (in  Spanish)  will  be  loaned  upon  request  at  tJie 
bureau  or  its  district  offices.   Befer  to  file  ^^o.  10S8. 

AHEBICAN  CONSULAR  OFFICER  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  illative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Hune. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tion of 
veaue. 

Addras. 

HoUIto,  Edwin  L  

Btsdlar,  WiULim  nsrrison. . . 

Mamcalbo,  Venezuela. 

Uruwels,  '"el-i'-m  

T&ihoku,  Tniwan 

N  .agarayall  i.Unlarlo. 

Feb.  17 
tfar.  11 
Apr.  1 
Uar.  1 
Apr.  4 

l.^T  Churrh  Street,  Mohflo,  Ala. 
1021  t'linlon  Klrect,  I'll i lad elphfn,  Pa. 
ia7SWo^t85th  SIrcet, Cleveland,  Ohk). 
Departmeiiiofijla  e.vva«liingioa.  D.G. 
Centurr  <  lab,  7  Wedt  d3d  Street,  Naw 
>:orkClty. 

NEW  VESSELS  FOE  UGHTHOUSE  SEEVICE. 

Vessels  which  are  now  under  construction  for  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Lighthouses  are  light  ves.sels  A'o.  101  and  No.  102^  and 
the  lighthouse  tender  Rose.  When  completed,  No.  101  will  be  used 
as  a  general  relief  light  vessel  for  the  Atlantic  coast,  No.  102  at 
Southwest  Pass,  La.,  and  the  tender  Rose  in  the  seventeenth  light- 
house district,  embracing  the  coasts  of  Washington  and  Oregon. 

The  light  vessels  will  be  of  steel  throughout,  1(H  feet  long  over 
all,  with  a  molded  beam  of  25  feet,  and  will  have  a  displacement  of 
860  tons  at  a  draft  of  11  feet  4  inches  in  salt  water. 

The  hull  of  the  tender  Rose  will  be  of  steel,  and  have  a  length  of 
12T  feet  6  inches  over  all,  a  molded  beam  of  24  feet  6  inches,  and  a 
depth  of  hold  of  11  feet;  the  displacement  uet  7  feet  draft  is  390  tona. 
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tiOAHS  TO  FRENCH  SHIFOWHEB& 


[Commereiftl  Attache  Cbarlea  W.  A.  Tedlts,  Paris.! 


The  Government  presented  to  the  French  Parliament  aa  January 
14  a  project  aiming  to  increase  the  French  merchant  marine  by  pro- 
viding for  Government  loans  to  shipbuilding  enterprises.  The  bill 
authorizes  the  expenditure  by  the  Government  of  100,000,000  francs 
($19,300,000),  to  be  made  during  the  war  and  during  a  period  of  12 
months  following  the  signing  of  the  peace  treaty.  The  following 
translation  from  Le  Temps,  Paris,  gives  the  meet  important  paasi^es 
of  tlie  memorandum  accompanying  the  bill : 

A  measare  tendtng  to  Btrengthen  oar  mercliant  marine  sbonld  be  paaeed 

without  delay. 

While  the  war  lasts  we  may  reap  the  adTantages  of  being  able  to  benefit 
French  commerce  by  recovering,  In  part,  the  heavy  tribute  which  we  are  paying 
to  foreign  shipowners  in  the  form  of  marine  freights. 

After  the  war  onr  maritime  commerce  will  ncetl  a  number  of  ships  snfBdent 
to  Insure  a  contlnnation  of  the  services  heretofore  maintained  by  our  com- 
panies and  to  make  possible  the  organization  of  new  lines.  It  Is  on  this  eoadf- 
tton  only  that  the  economic  life  of  France  will  be  able  to  recover  and  to  cnats 
large  resources  necessary  for  the  worb  of  national  rehabilitation. 

Our  ports  will  be  visited  by  a  larger  number  of  shl|>s  from  now  on,  and  the 
free  play  of  economic  laws  will  tend  to  lower  the  freights.  PurthermOTe,  the 
proportion  of  French  tonnage  In  our  foreign  trade  will  be  larger,  and  actioii 
by  the  Qovemment,  if  demanded  by  Circumstances,  would  be  of  greater  effect 
In  the  domain  of  transiwrtation. 

The  vicissitudes  of  war  have  re<lncetl  tlie  effective  strength  of  our  merchant 
fleet.  The  strenuous  service  to  which  our  ships  have  been  subjected  since  Au- 
gust, 1914,  the  resulting  wear  and  tear,  the  impoflBlbtllty  of  reopening  our  ship* 
yards  before  the  termination  of  hostilities,  all  this  comi)eIs  us.  If  we  would  be 
ready  In  tluie,  to  obtain  wlthont  delay  a  number  of  ablps  from  other  countries 
to  replace  those  lost  and  to  supplement  those  In  active  service. 

In  Its  earnest  desire  to  Improve  the  conditions  under  which  the  country 
procures  its  food  supply,  to  stop  the  waste  ot  the  national  wealth,  and  to 
■ecure  the  future  of  our  merchant  marine,  the  Government  has  examined  vari- 
ous solutions  proposed.  It  Is  of  the  opinion  that  the  end  sought  can  only  be 
aciileved  by  encouraging  private  initiative  and  giving  old  to  sliipowners  in 
order  to  Induce  them  to  buy  ships  in  allied  or  neutral  countries. 

The  granting,  under  proper  guaranties,  of  loans  repayable  In  annual  Install- 
sneota,  and  the  determination  of  a  fixed  sum  to  he  paid  as  indemnity  in  cose 
a  ship  so  acquired  should  be  requl^tioned  by  the  Government,  are  the  measures 
which  will  best  meet  the  present  needs  of  the  shipowners.  There  seems  to  be 
no  doubt  of  the  general  utility  of  tl>ese  measures,  as  the  shipowners  will  be 
under  the  double  obligation  of  keeping  the  ships  so  acquired  as  part  of  our 
merchant  fleet  for  five  years  at  least,  and  of  employing  them  In  the  French 
Import  trade  until  tlie  crisis  now  prevailing  in  maritime  transportation  shall 
have  moderated. 

Some  of  the  provisions  of  the  proposed  law  are  as  follows : 

Until  the  expiration  of  12  montbs  after  the  conclnsloD  of  peace  the  Oor- 
mmient  may  invest  a  sum  not  exceeding  100.000,000  francs  In  loans  to  French 
■hlpowners,  to  cover  a  port  of  the  sums  necessary  for  the  purchase  of  ships 
with  met'hanlcnl  propulsion,  from  citizens  of  allied  or  neutral  countries.  The 
Interest  to  be  paid  on  sucti  loans  shall  be  calculated  at  the  rates  charged  by  the 
Bank  of  France  on  loans  on  securities.  Navigation  companies  possessdng  a 
fleet  of  20,000  tons  or  more  may  receive  70  per  cent  of  the  purchase  price;  those 
possessing  a  smaller  fleet,  80  per  cent. 

After  making  provision  for  r(>pnyment  by  the  shlpownra^  the  blU  provides 
that  Government  experts  shall  Inspect  the  ships  which  must  be  seaworthy  ai^ 
In  good  condition.  Article  5  Indicates  the  formalities  to  be  compiled  with  by 
the  sidpowner  desiring  to  obtain  a  loan,  the  shipowner  being  obliged,  amonj 
other  things,  to  give  the  State  a  first  mortgage  on  the  ship  after  U  has  been 
registered  as  French. 
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Article  6  pmrtdes  tbat  tn  tlie  caae  of  a  transfer  of  the  omierahlp  ef  a  ship, 
made  during  the  present  war  or  within  five  years  after  the  conclusion  of  pence, 
tbe  owner  ^lall  pay  a  sum  of  money  equal  to  the  purchase  price.  He  is  under  the 
additional  oblljratlon,  until  the  expiration  of  six  months  after  a  treat;  of  peace 
has  been  signed,  to  carry  Imports  Intended  for  French  ports  only,  though  one- 
fourth  of  tbe  cargo  may  be  carried  to  allied  or  neutral  countries.  Similar  pro- 
tIsIo6  are  made  for  owners  of  tugs  and  'fishing  vessels. 

And  finally,  tbe  Indemnity  to  be  paid  for  ships  so  acquired  when  requisitioned 
by  the  Government  shall  be  determined  In  accord  with  the  prevailing  charter 
ratei^  reduced  by  15  per  cent 


TBOKOKOrO  THE  USE  OF  DUTCH  PBODUCTS. 

ICoMu!  Frank  W.  Uabin,  AmBterdani.  Netberlaoda.  Jan.  17.) 

An  association  has  been  organized  in  the  Netherlands  called  the 
Vereeniging  Nederlandsch  Fabrikaat  (Netherlands  Manufactures 
Society)  to  promote  the  sale  and  use  of  domestic  products. 

The  Amsterdam  section  of  this  association  issues  an  explanatory 
and  admonitory  circular.  It  states  that  many  foreign  articles  are 
given  the  pi-eference  over  domestic  goods  of  the  same  kind,  in  some 
cases  from  indifference  and  in  others  from  prejudice,  where  the 
domestic  are  as  good  as  the  foreign  products,  or  even  better.  Oftra, 
it  is  asserted,  Dutch  products  are  marketed  under  foreign  names  be- 
cause a  large  portion  of  the  public  gives  the  preference  to  foreign 
goods. 

Sections  of  the  association  have  been  organized  in  several  cities 
of  this  ccimtry,  with  a  jpteeent  total  membership  of  over  1,000  men 
who  are  expected  to  support  it  earnestly.  The  Amsterdam  section  is 
headed  by  the  Burgemeei^r,  and  its  other  officers  are  active  and 
pnHnineKit  citizens. 

PUBLIC  WOBES  FOB  ALBEBTA. 

[Consul  Horold  D.  Clum,  Calgary,  Alberta,  Feb.  4.J 

In  the  estimates  for  public  works  for  1916,  the  following  are  pro- 
posed for  the  Province  of  Alberta : 

Athabasca  Landing,  new  public  building,  $5,000;  Bassano,  public  building, 
$10,000;  Calgary,  drUI  hall,  $90,000;  Calgary,  headquarters  for  forestry  and 
Irrigation  branches,  $60,000;  Calgary,  new  ptkt  office,  $110,000;  Calgary,  Do* 
minion  buildings.  $3,000;  Castor,  public  boitdfnga,  $16,000;  Dominion  public 
buildings,  $15,000;  Edmonton,  post  ofllce,  $100,000;  Edmonton,  customs  examin- 
ing warehouse,  $75,000;  BMmonton.  new  drill  hall.  $30,000;  Grand  Prairie. 
Immigration  haU,  $3,000;  High  Itlver,  public  buildings,  $20,000;  Macleod,  public 
building,  $2.5.000:  Uedleirte  Hat.  immigration  building,  $20,000;  Ited  Deer, 
pablic  hulldlng,  $34,000;  Vegrevllie,  public  building,  $25,000;  Vermilion,  public 
buUding,  $20,000;  Walnwrigbt.  public  building,  $20,000. 


AMEBICAW  CAHHES  FBUIT  IK  SWAHSEA. 

{Vice  Conaal  Hemlltm  C  Claiborne,  Swansea.  Walea.  Jan.  13.] 

A  car^  of  6^)00  cases,  comprising  approximately  200,000  cans,  of 
Califomian  fruits  is  being  unloaded  at  the  Kings'  Dock,  Swansea,  at 
the  time  of  writing,  after  an  all-water  transit  from  San  Francisco. 
In  addition  there  are  100  cases  of  dried  apricots  bein^  discharged 
from  tlie  same  vessel.  This  large  consignment  is  destined  for  the 
Swansea  trade  and  for  distribution  in  other  paits  of  South  Wales. 

The  advantages  of  Swansea  as  a  distributing  point  for  such  goods 
in  South  West  Wales  are  due  to  geographical  position,  large  whole- 
sale distributing  houses,  a  brisk  demand,  and  understocked  markets. 
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WORKMEN'S  COXFEHSATIOn  UW  DT  COLOMBIA. 

Compensation  to  workmen  for  accidents  incurred  through  their 
work  is  now  obligatory  in  Colombia,  by  virtue  of  a  law  recently 
passed  bv  the  Colombian  Congress  and  published  in  the  Diario 
Uficial.  ^he  benefits  of  this  law  will  be  received  by  workmen  em- 
ployed in  public  lighting  plants,  waterworks,  railways  and  street 
cars,  breweries  and  distilleries,  match  factories,  building  and  ma- 
sonry work  where  more  than  15  workmen  are  employed,  mines  and 
quarries,  large  boats,  Government  works,  and  manufacturing  plants 
using  mechanical  power. 

Accidents  and  the  corresponding  compensation  to  workmen  are 
diWded  into  four  classes:  (a)  Temporary  incapacity,  for  which  the 
employer  must  provide  medical  attendance  and  pay  the  workman 
two-thirds  of  the  wages  earned  at  the  time  of  the  accident;  (6)  par- 
tial but  permanent  incapacity,  for  which  the  compensation  is  medi- 
cal attendance  and  the  entire  wages  for  a  minimum  period  of  90 
days  to  a  maximum  of  140  days,  according  to  the  extent  of  the  in- 
•capacity;  (c)  total  and  permanent  incapacity,  compensated  by  medi- 
cal attendance  and  the  payment  of  a  year's,  wages;  (d)  death  of  the 
workman  within  GO  daj's  following  the  accident,  when  a  year's 
wages  must  be  paid  to  his  heirs.  Tlie  only  exception  in  the  enforce- 
ment of  this  compensation  act  will  be  made  in  the  case  of  small  em- 
ployers having  less  than  $1,000  capital,  but  no  employer  will  be  ex- 
empt from  the  obligation  to  pay  for  the  ne(iessary  medical  attendance 
for  a  workman  injured  in  his  employ. 

Employers  who  so  desire  may  provide  for  accident  obligations  by 
having  their  workmen  insured  for  the  required  amounts.  The  Co- 
lombian Government  is  authorized  to  use  $500  during  the  first  year 
of  the  life  of  this  law  to  take  out  insurance  in  a  national  insurance 
company  for  Government  employees  on  public  works. 

ftirOTATION  OF  C.  I.  F.  PBICES. 

In  connection  with  the  quotation  of  c.  i.  f.  prices  for  export,  a 
prominent  manufacturing  and  exporting  firm  has  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Bureau  to  the  fact  that  as  there  is  so  much  uncertainty 
Ivith  respect  to  over-sea  shipping  at  present,  and  ccean  freight  rat«i 
are  changing  so  frequently  there  is  a  very  considerable  risk  in  under- 
taking to  quote  a  c.  i.  f.  price.  To  make  such  a  quotation  at  present, 
without  a  protective  qualification  against  a  further  advance  in  the 
ocean  freight  rate  would,  in  the  opinion  of  this  firm,  be  not  alto- 
gether safe.  It  is  suggested  that  under  existing  conditions  the 
better  and  safer  way  wo'uld  be  for  the  manufacturer  or  shipper  to 
make  quotation  for  delivery  f.  o.  b.  steamer  New  York,  or  whatever 
the  port  of  shipment  may  be,  and  advise  his  foreign  customer  regard- 
ing the  ocean  freight  rate  obtainable  at  that  time. 

Inorease  in  Prioes  of  Hardware. 

Commercial  Attache  V.  L.  Havens  reports  from  Santiago,  Chile, 
that  one  of  the  best-known  firms  of  hardware  manufacturers  in  Paris, 
which  makes  all  sorts  of  window  and  door  fastenings,  has  notified  its 
clients  in  Chile  of  an  immediate  increase  of  40  per  cent  on  all  prices 
•)i  material  of  iron  and  steel  and  60  per  cent  on  material  of  bronsa. 
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B&inSH  aTTXAlTA. 
[Consul  George  E.  Chamberlln,  Georgetown,  Jan.  18,] 
Tennaaeiit  Works  B«eoBuneiided  on  Coatt. 

Permanent  works  are  proposed  on  the  coaet  of  British  Guiana,  be- 
cause  of  serious  breaks  that  have  occurred  within  the  past  few 
months.  The  Governor  recently  appointed  a  Sea  Defense  Commis- 
sion to  consider  the  question^  and  tms  commission  at  its  last  meeting 
recommended  that  a  consulting  engineer  be  engaged  in  some  foreign 
country  to  study  the  problem  in  Guiana  and  to  advise  as  to  pr^ent 
and  future  works.  It  is  p<»sible  that  this  engineer  may  be  engaged 
in  the  United  States. 

The  commission  gave  special  attention  during  its  deliberations  to 
defense  works  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  Kiver  and  along  the 
Gulf  coast.  The  sea  defense  of  this  colony  has  been  the  cause  of 
great  expense  in  the  past,  and  very  little  of  it  has  been  of  a  per- 
manent type. 

ICopiee  of  the  Georgetown  Daily  Argosy,  containliiff  n  very  full  report  of  the 
final  meeting  of  the  commission,  may  be  inspected  at  the  Burenu  of  Foreign  an^ 
Domestic  Commn-ce  ex  its  district  offices.  Befer  to  file  No.  72317.] 

CHILE. 

[Consal  Oeaeral  L.  J.  Keen*.  Valparaiso,  Dec.  21.1 
Tew  Ta^araiso-Santiag'O  Rallir^  Frojeeted. 

The  Oficina  General  de  Ingeniena  (General  Office  of  Engineering) 
of  Valparaiso  has  presented  to  the  Government  a  project  for  the 
construction  of  a  single-track  railway  from  Valparaiso  to  Santiago 
via  Casablanca,  with  the  request  that  the  Government  grant  permis- 
sion for  the  construction  of  this  line  and  undertake  to  guarantee  tlie 
cost  of  construction. 

The  present  railroad  between  Valparaiso  and  Santiago  via  Liar- 
Llay  is  186  kilometers  (115.57  miles).  The  proposed  road  would 
connect  Valparaiso  and  Santiago,  via  Casablanca,  by  a  line  156.7 
kilometers  (97.39  miles)  in  length.  Owing  to  smaller  gradients  the 
fuel  and  lubricating  cost  in  operation  is  estimated  as  20  per  cent 
below  that  of  the  present  line.  The  cost  of  the  proposed  road, 
including  stations  and  workshops,  and  rolling  stock  consisting  of  26 
locomotive,  35  passenger  coaches,  200  freight  cars,  20  way  cara,  2 
auxiliary  cars,  1  pay  car,  and  1  wrecking  car  with  derrick  is  esti- 
mated at  26,500,000  Chilean  gold  pesos  ($9,672,500  U.  S.  currency). 

So  far  no  definite  decision  nas  been  reached  m  regard  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  Casablanca  Koad,  but  from  the  interest  shown  in 
this  project  in  Valparaiso  it  is  probably  safe  to  presume  that  this 
will  be  one  of  the  first  new  roads  undertaken  by  the  Government. 

[A  copy  (in  Spanish)  of  the  project  as  presented  to  the  Govern- 
ment by  the  General  Office  of  Engineering  may  be  inspected  at  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  d^trict  offices.  Bq- 
fer  to  file  Ko.  71590.] 

COIOKBU. 

[Consul  Isaac  A.  MannlDj;,  Barranqyllla.] 
Sallway  to  Connect  Cnonta  with  the  Kagdalena  Blver. 

The  Government  of  Colombia  by  law  69  of  1915,  has  amended  a 
hw  of  1912  which  provided  for  the  construction  of  a  railway  fron? 
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Cucuta  to  the  Magdiilena  River,  by  stipulating  that  the  Government 
shall  enter  into  contract  therefor  through  bids  received  witliin  120 
days  of  publication  of  the  call  in  Colombia  and  abroad.  The  call 
for  bids  shall  carry  specifications  and  conditions  of  construction  in 
accordance  with  preliminary  surveys  made  under  the  direction  of 
the  commission  provided  for  this  purpose.  [See  Commekch  Kepobts 
for  Dec.  9,  1915.]  The  Government  is  authorized  to  contract  a  loan 
for  the  amount  necessiiry  for  the  work  in  conformity  with  the  two 
laws  mentioned.  Once  the  loan  is  arranged,  the  contract  will  be  let 
and  the  bonds  be  issued. 

DUTCH  WEST  HfDIES. 

[Coasul  n.  C.  TOQ  Btrare.  Curasao,  Jan.  17.] 
Coneeulon  Granted  for  Bvlldlntr  Keseiroln. 

A  concession  has  been  granted  to  a  company  organized  by  capi- 
talists in  Holland  to  build  near  the  town  of  Willerastad,  in  Curacao^ 
large  reservoirs  for  the  storing  of  rain  water.  This  consulate  is  ad- 
vised  that  construction  work  will  likely  be  done  under  the  super- 
vision of  American  engineers,  and  that  il  considerable  quantity  of 
cement  will  be  used  in  the  construction  of  dams,  etc. 

[The  address  of  the  person  who  represonta  the  company  nt  Curacao  may  be 
obtained  nt  the  Bureau  of  Foreij*n  nnd  Domestic  Commerce  or  one  Its 
trlct  offices      refcrrlug  to  file  No.  71993.] 

OBEECE. 

[CoBsnl  OfDeral  Alexander  W.  WeddeU,  Athena,  Tan.  13.] 
Ballway  Kearlns  Completion. 

Na  construction  work  of  interest  to  Ajnerican  manufacturers  and 
exporters  was  initiated  in  the  consular  district  of  Athens  during  the 
closing  months  of  1915.  The  Junction  Railway,  which  is  to  connect 
lower  Greece  with  Saloniki  and  the  rest  of  Europe,  is  approaching 
completion,  and  it  is  thought  that  the  next  few  months  may  see  at 
least  a  substantial  portion  of  the  line  thrown  into  operation.  Much 
American  material  is  being  used  in  this  construction,  including  18 
locomotives  of  American  manufacture,  which  are  now  ready  for  use 
And  only  await  the  strengthening  or  construction  of  bridges  to  permit 
of  their  being  sent  northward. 

[A  report  on  the  railway  work  in  Greece  was  published  in  GouuxscB  Bepqbtb 
for  Dec.  3,  1015.] 

KETHEBXAlfDS. 
[Contal  Frank  W.  Mahta,  .inuterdam,  Jan.  IL] 
Offlcfl  Balldlng  for  Haarlem. 

It  is  proposed  to  erect  a  new  official  building  at  Haarlem,  the 
capital  oT  the  Province  of  North  Holland.  The  size  and  cost  of  the 
new  building  are  not  yet  announced,  but  it  will  contain  offices  and 
rooms  for  the  provincial  government,  including  the  legislature,  and 
also  a  residence  for  the  governor  of  the  Province. 

From  statements  in  the  local  press  it  appears  that  much  new  build- 
ing is  projected  throughout  this  country.  As  evidence,  it  is  an- 
nounced that  in  the  two  months  of  November  and  December,  1915, 
contracts  for  the  construction  of  buildings  to  the  value  of  some 
$4,000,0(X)  were  signed.  The  outbreak  of  thp  war  seriously  affected 
the  building  industry,  but  apparently  there  is  now  a  reason. 
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[Oonsal  F.  WlHoagbby  Smltb,  Batom.  Dec.  28.]  . 
Baku  Harbor  XmpTOreiMnts. 

The  municipality  of  Baku  has  decided  on  reclamation  work  con- 
nected with  the  Baku  harbor  and  the  construction  of  a  quay  made 
of  solid  concrete  blocks  or  ferro-concrete  piles,  or  by  means  of 
cement-filled  caissons.  The  length  of  the  quay  is  to  be  5,850  to  6,300 
feet  It  is  proposed  to  reclaim  an  area  as  lon^  as  the  proposed  quay 
And  280  feet  in  width,  measured  from  the  existing  shore  line,  so  as 
to  get  a  depth  of  water  of  about  10  feet  at  the  edge  of  the  quay, 
which  is  to  rise  4|  feet  above  the  water  level.  The  sea  bottom  is  ooze, 
clay,  and  sand.   It  is  stated  that  work  on  this  project  is  urgent. 

There  are  many  opportunities  in  view  in  the  Caucasus  for  im- 
portant public  works  connected  with  irrigation  and  harbor  improve- 
ments, as  well  as  other  activities  of  the  principal  municipalities.  The 
prices  obtainable  on  such  contracts  are,  as  a  rule,  high  and  the 
guaranties  offered  are  good.  In  noi-mal  times  labor  conditions  are 
ea^,  the  {>rincipal  difiiculty,  which  can  easily  be  overcome,  being 
unfamiliarity  with  local  conditions.  The  importance  of  American 
firms  entering  this  field  can  not  be  overestimated. 

[The  name  of  the  official  to  whom  bitls  Bhould  be  submitted  aud  of  a  firm  In 
Bs^  that  will  r^resent  American  contmctors  on  a  commission  basis  may  be 
iobtalned  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  aud  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district 
offices.   Refer  to  file  No.  72273.] 

8IA1I. 

lVic«  ConBnl  Carl  C.  Banaen,  Bangkok,  Nor.  20.] 
Stam'B  Zrrigatlott  Scheme. 

The  Siamese  Government  has  decided  to  proceed  at  once  witli  the 
construction  of  the  "  Prasak  "  scheme  of  irrigation.  [See  Comhebcb 
Reports  for  July  10,  1915.]  The  estimated  cost  of  this  scheme  is 
$4,255,000,  and  it  is  designed  to  provide  an  extensive  canal  for 
Prasak,  and  to  more  fully  develop  the  existing  canal  system  of 
Klong  Rangsit.  In  the  budget  estimates  for  the  fiscal  year  endinff 
March  31,  1916,  $555,000  was  set  aside  for  irrigation  purposes,  and 
the  preliminary  expenses  in  connection  with  the  Prasak  scheme  will 
be  provided  for  by  this  appropriation.  This  project  will  initiate  a 
system  of  irrigation  which  will  eventually  make  about  2,400,000 
acres  of  waste  land  of  lower  Siam  available  for  rice  cultivation,  and 
for  the  carrying  out  of  which  the  British  India  irrigation  expert 
thought  that  a  capital  outlay  of  about  $50,000,000  gold  would  b© 
required  during  the  present  generation. 

VENEZUELA. 
IConsitl  Uonier  Brett,  1*  Ovaira,  Jon.  22.1 
Sew  Ball  JLtng  for  Caraeas. 

The  municipality  of  Caracas  has  tentatively  approved  a  contract 
signed  by  the  governor  of  the  Federal  District  for  construction  of  a 
Dew  bull  ring.  The  new  building  is  to  seat  12,000  spectators  and  is 
to  be  constructed  so  as  to  be  also  serviceable  for  theatrical  and  oper- 
atic purposes.  The  plans  have  been  based  upon  those  of  the  great 
PUza  de  Toros  of  Madrid. 

.  [The  name  of  the  architect  and  of  the  contractor  may  be  obtained  at  tbd 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Us  district  offices.  Refer  to  file 
Na  72286.]  e  ] 
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BESTSICTES  USE  OP  FAINTS  ASH  TABSISHES  HT  XONOO. 

[Vice  Coniol  Harry  A.  McBrlde.  Bomn,  Dec  20.] 

The  value  of  the  average  annual  consumption  of  paints,  oils,  and 
varnishes  in  Kongo  is  about  $58,000.  This  is  exceedingly  small  when 
the  great  size  of  the  colony  and  its  population  of  more  than  9,000,000 
inhabitants  are  taken  into  consideration,  but  is  explained  by  the 

fact  that  the  nativoa  have  not  yet  adopted  the  use  of  paints.  Some 
of  them  color  their  bamboo  huts  with  materials  made  from  plants  and 
woods  found  in  the  forests,  but  the  object  is  simply  to  have  a  showy 
residence  rather  than  to  cover  and  preserve  the  exterior. 

White  Xnhabltaats  PraetleaUy  Only  ITsert. 

Practically  the  only  users  of  paints  are  the  6,000  white  inhabitants, 
and  nearly  four-fifth  of  these  are  State  employees,  housed  in  build- 
ings owned  by  the  Colonial  Government.  The  local  department  of 
public  works  (Direction  des  Travaux  Publics,  Boma)  has  charge  of 
the  upkeep  of  the  Government  buildings,  repairs,  painting,  etc 
They  use  considerable  quantities  of  paints,  oils,  and  varnishes,  and  it 
is  estimated  that  more  than  80  per  cent  of  the  total  is  imported  for 
the  use  of  the  (Jovemment.  A  few  of  the  local  merchants  also  keep 
small  stocks  of  paints  on  hand,  and  the  railway  companies  import 
certain  quantities  for  their  own  use. 

Medium  quality  paints  arc  most  in  demand,  the  colors  used  being 
chiefly  white  ancf  shades  of  dark  green.  Whitewash  is  employed  to 
a  considerable  extent  for  exteriors,  and  limited  amounts  oi  varnish 
and  wood  stains  are  used  in  interior  decoration.  Readv-mixed  paints 
are  not  popular,  on  account  of  climatic  conditions  which  cause  de- 
terioration. The  oils  used  in  painting  are  also  of  medium  quality, 
cheapness  having  heretofore  been  an  important  factor. 
Special  Classes  In  Use  by  OoTcrnment  and  Hallways, 

The  Government  uses  a  certain  amount  of  ship  paint  for  the  State 
vessels  plying  on  the  Kongo  River,  and  the  railway  companies  im- 
port a  special  sort  of  gray  paint  for  freight  cars  and  an  exterior 
varnish  for  passenger  coaches. 

Present  conditions  in  world  trade  offer  an  opportunity  for  the 
introduction  of  American  paints,  oils,  and  varnishes.    Up  to  the 

1>resent  time,  however,  American  merchandise  of  this  kind  has  been 
ittle  known  in  Kongo,  the  imports  from  the  United  States  having 
been  valued  at  only  $108  in  and  $11)7  iu  llJlii,  and  these  aniuU 
amounts  were  imported  by  American  missionaries.  Tlie  pait  of  the 
total  imports  destined  for  tlie  Kntnnjra  district  was  vahied  at  $7,108 
in  1911  and  $6,C94  in  1912.  Many  buildings  are  now  being  built  of 
concivte,  which  tends  to  lessen  the  demand  for  paints. 

IThf  prPRC-nt  n<l(lres3  of  the  Government  purchasing  ofllce  In  England,  ns 
well  as  a  Met  of  the  chief  merchnntft  In  Koneo  hnnflllni;  pnlntf*.  may  be  obtninM 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  offices. 
Rcfor  to  file  No.  71987,  It  Is  sui,'gest(Hl  tliut  cntuloguei*,  color  cards,  and  prl(^ 
lists  be  sent  to  these  addrcsM^  Literature  and  correspondence  shouid  be 
In  the  French  language,  If  possible.] 


Hops  invoiced  at  the  American  consulate  at  Coburg,  Germany,  for 
the  United  States  decreased  in  value  from  $263,740  for  1914  to 
$24,285  for  1915. 
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IBOPOSAIS  POK  QOVEBHXEBT  SUIPUES  ARB  CONSTRITGTION^ 

(CorrespondenM  should  be  direct  with  the  olBtfes  named,  and  specifications  can  Dsnally 
b«  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per* 
formed.  In  cases  where  the  time  limit  Is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tenderit 
the;  Bbodld  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  nMlllng  lists  of  such  offices  to  rcceire  notices  calling 
for  future  Eupplles  or  work  of  a  Blmllar  nature.] 

tfavy  Department  tupplies.  No.  29G4. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Account-*,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
for  the  supply  of  the  following.  Bidtlers  desiring  to  submit  proposals  should 
apply  to  the  Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  giving  the  echedule  Duuibers 
desired:  Schedule  9289,  five-roll  flat-work  Ironer;  schedule  0290,  operating 
caps,  gowns  and  aprons,  white  l)edspi*eadH,  all-wool  single  blaubets,  paja- 
mas (conts  and  trousers),  muslin  pillowcases  and  bleached  sheets,  hospital 
shirts  and  8liM>ers,  iind  bleached  huckaluiclE  towels;  schedule  0291,  hot* 
rolled  or  forged  carbon  steel  burs,  shaft  steel,  and  mandrel  presses  with 
pedestals;  schedule  9292,  base  and  binocular  collimators,  ami  taps  and  dies; 
schedule  9203,  Installation  of  dumb  waiter;  scheiluie  9204,  nickel-plated 
frame  mirrors,  and  brass  pipe;  (schedule  9295,  mold  and  ladle  for  casting 
metal  hammers,  etc.,  gaging  syistera,  micrometer  calipers,  etc.,  planer  tool 
holders,  etc.,  and  boring  tools;  schedule  9296,  sugar  In  sacks;  schedule  0297, 
paper  fillers  for  sputum-cup  framra.  paper  sputnui  tlnsks,  and  lacquereil  tin 
frames  to  hold  fillers;  schedule  9298,  pneumatic  motor  hoists;  schetlule 
92B9,  batter  in  tins,  tubs,  and  cases,  and  cold  storage  of  butter;  scheilule 
9999,  gray  brilllantine,  billiard  cloth,  nlle  green  momie  cloth,  and  bleached 
vhite  cotton  sheeting;  schedule  9301.  squllgee  blades,  glasses  for  airport 
and  deck  lights,  steara-Jacketwl  copper  kottle«,  onk-tanued  pump  leather, 
hickory  wedges,  bronse-fast  pin-butt  hinges,  snap  hooks  and  rings,  padlocks, 
soapstone  pencils,  chrome  green  In  oil,  and  lump  rosin ;  scliedule  0;W2, 
metallic  flexible  hose,  loofa  fiber  sponges,  phos-phor  bronze  chain,  rolle<l 
monel  metal,  castor  oil,  and  plumbago;  schedule  9303,  pure  sperm  oil; 
schedule  9304,  alcoiiol,  metallic  brown  In  oil,  soya-beau  oil,  petrolatum,  and 
tallow ;  schedule  93(^,  unliued  linen  Are  hose,  uplkolstery  leather,  standard 
pipe.  1-gallon  paint  cans,  brass  squirt  cans  and  oil  feeders,  1-gallon  tin 
Italnt  cans,  sheathing  nails,  and  wrou^t-lron  or  steel  spikes;  schedule  9306, 
composition  nuts  and  steel  nuts;  schedule  9307,  fuel  flasks  and  nickel 
valves;  schedule  9308,  nickel  steel  liner  and  sheet-steel  afterbody  shells; 
schedule  9309,  water  tube  boilers;  schedule  0810,  steam  cargo  hoisting 
winches;  and  schedule  9311,  periscopes. 

Construction  work,  No.  2905. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  United  States  Kcclamation  Service,  Fort  Laramie,  Wyo.,  until  March  10, 
1916,  for  the  construction  of  various  structures  on  about  10  miles  of  Port 
Laramie  Canal,  North  Platte  project,  Nebraska-Wyoming,  fc^irther  infor- 
mation  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  TTnlted  States  Tteclamation 
Service,  Washington,  D.  C;  DCTver,  Colo.;  or  Fort  Laramie,  Wyo. 

Ambulance,  No.  2966.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  medical  supply 
depot,  United  States  Army,  543  Greenwich  Street,  New  York,  until  Febm* 
ary  17,  3916,  for  one  combination  Umouslne  motor  ambtilauce.  Further 
Infornuttion  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  tlie  medical  sapply  depo^ 
New  ¥ork. 

Strtictural  «teeJ,  etc..  No.  2967. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  United 
States  engineer  office.  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  until  February  25.  1916,  for 
furnishing  and  delivering  structural  steel,  etc.  (service-bridge  trestles,  etc.), 
for  Dams  Nos.  14,  16.  and  17,  Ohio  River.  Further  information  may  bis 
obtained  on  application  to  tlie  engineer  office.  Wheeling. 

Charter  of  ve$8€l$.  No.  2968. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  inspector. 
Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  202  Burke  Building,  Seattle,  Wash.,  until  March 
10,  1916,  for  the  charter  of  two  power  vessels  about  100  feet  in  length  and 
four  launches  abont  50  feet  In  length,  for  use  of  wire-drag  parties  In 
southeast  Alaska.  Further  information  may  l>e  obtained  on  application  to 
ttte  inspector,  Otmst  and  Geodetic  Surv^,  Seattle. 

Barthworkf  No.  2969. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
United  States  Reclamation  Service,  Fort  Laramie,  Wyo.,  until  March  10, 
1916,  for  earthwork  on  about  .51  mites  of  main  canal.  Fort  Laramie  unit, 
North  platte  project,  Nebraska -Wyoming,  involving  the  excavation  ot 
approximately  811.000  cubic  yards  of  material.  Further  information  ma^ 
be  obtained  on  application  to  the  United  States  Reclamation  Ser\'ie 
Washington,  D.  a;  Denver,  Oolo.;  or  Fort  Laramie,  ^'J^g^  byGoOglc 
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I-OBEIOH  IKABE  OTFOBTUHinES. 

Reserved  addreeses  nuiT  be  ottlalncd  fmn  the  BnrrHn  and  Itx  diNtrlot  offlcMi.  RrqaMt 
for  eacb  opportunitj  should  be  on  a  Bepnratc*  sheet  and  the  flle  nnnl^er  ciren. 

Wire  mils,  glassware,  icindow  glass,  etc..  No.  20129. — A.  commercial  agent  of 
the  Hureau  trnnsmits  nn  ini)uiry  from  n  flnii  In  India  wliich  desires  to 
pui'cliiise  wire  nails,  gliisswnre.  window  glass,  etc. 

Qatolinc  engines  f(rr  agricultural  purposes.  No.  20130. — An  American  consular 
ofllcer  in  Knshind  reiwrts  tliat  a  llrm  In  hia  district  desires  to  represent 
Anierlcnn  iniinufuctin'ers  of  gasoline  engines  for  agricultural  purpusea. 
Catalogues,  terms,  and  quotations,  f.  o.  b.  New  York,  or  c  1.  f.  destination, 
shoultl  be  sent. 

Brass  handles  for  filing  cabinets.  No.  20131, — ^The  commercial  attach^  of  the 
Department  of  Commerce  in  France  reports  that  a  man  In  that  vuunt^  Is 
in  the  market  for  a  large  quantity  of  brass  handles  for  filing  cuhliiets, 
similar  to  a  sample  wlilcli  may  be  exnminet)  at  t)ie  Bureau  or  Its  district 
ofUces.  (Refer  to  Flic  No.  1065.)  Duplicate  sets  of  cataiogues,  prices, 
etc.,  should  be  sent  to  the  commercial  attachfi. 

Dzugs,  ehcmicttls,  paper,  flonr,  kerosene,  oils,  etc..  No.  20132. — ^An  Amerlam 
consular  officer  in  Brazil  writes  that  a  Arm  tr  his  district  desires  to  repiv-- 
sent  Aincrican  exporters  of  drugs,  chemicals,  papw,  flour,  kerosene,  oils^ 
and  rubber  goods.    References  are  given. 

Knitting  maehines,  ship  motors,  etc..  No.  20133. — ^A  commercial  organization  !n 
the  United  States  tran-suiits  an  Inquiry  from  a  man  In  Spain  wlio  desires 
to  communicate  with  Ajiierican  manufacturers  of  Icnittlng  machines,  ship 
motors,  s)>ecial  machines  for  malcing  lead  pencils,  chemical  products,  arsenic 
]K>wiler,  kitchen  ware,  oflice  supplies,  artiflclal  silk  (spun  but  not  pre- 
pared), and  apimratus  for  producing  caustic  soda  and  chlorine  gas  by  elec- 
trolytical  processes. 

Ixtlc  fiber.  No.  20134.— A  firm  in  the  United  States  writes  that  one  of  its  cus- 
tomers in  Mexico  desires  to  communicate  with  American  impurto^  of 
ixtle  fiber. 

Bteycte  pcilala  and  hubt.  No.  20135. — Tlie  commercial  attach^  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Onnmerce  in  France  n^rts  that  a  firm  In  tliat  country  desires 
to  communicate  with  American  mnnnfacturers  of  biQ'cle  peilals  anil  hulw. 

Baby-carriage  supplies.  No.  20136. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Canada 
reports  that  a  linn  In  hia  district  desii-es  to  Iw  placeil  in  touch  with  Ameri- 
can manurnrturcrs  and  exporters  of  baby -carriage  supplies,  such  as  leather- 
■  covered  cloth  for  tops,  brna^  fittings,  handles,  and  cotton  batting  for 
upholstering.   0)rresjKinfIenee  may  be  In  English.    Reference  Is  given. 

Machinery,  No.  20137.— A  conmiercial  organization  in  the  United  States  trans- 
mits an  inquiry  from  a  man  in  Bolivia  who  desires  to  receive  catalogues, 
prices,  and  full  information  from  American  manufacturers  of  turbines, 
pelton  wheels,  etc.,  for  a  fall  of  wiiter  about  35  meters  (about  114.S^  feet) 
and  a  capocity  of  40  liters  (about  10.5(J7  gallons)  per  second;  electric 
generating  machinery  to  furnish  light  ami  electric  power,  in  proi>ortlon  to 
the  power  developed  by  fall  of  water  referred  to;  electric  motors;  flour 
mills  suitable  for  wheat  and  corn;  sawmills;  distilling  nuichlnery;  urn- 
chiiiery  for  drilling  artesian  wells  In  hartl  and  rocky  territory;  rouf  tile 
and  brick  nuichlnery ;  and  incubators.  O>rrespoudence  aud  catalogues 
should  be  in  Spanish. 

Fruit  drying  device.  No.  20138. — A  baker  in  Venezuela  Informs  an  American 
consular  oillcer  that  he  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  prices,  and  full 
Information  from  American  manufacturers  of  fruit  drying  devices.  Cor- 
respondence should  be  in  Spanish. 


IKstrict  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commeroe. 

Hew  York,  Room  409  TTnlted  States  Castomhoase;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
TTiilted  States  Castomhouse;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Bnlldiag;  St.  Louis,  402  Third 
Hational  Bank  Building:  Atlanta.  521  Post  Office  Bnildlng;  New  Orleans,  1020 
Hibernla  Bank  BollAlng;  San  Francisco.  308  Tnlted  States  Cnstomhome;  Seattle, 
082  Alaska  BnildlBg.  Got^eratlTe  district  ofllces:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
neree;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  CoinmeTee;  Los  Angeles,  Oham1>er  of  CtnuBeftie; 
Detroit,  Board  of  Commerce;  Phllade^Iita,  Chaniber  of  Comneree;  SBTenpork. 
(Iowa>f  Commer^l  Cl".li.  ^         ^  ' 
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nALCAN  FBOHIBinON  OF  IHFOSTS  FKOK  OEXKAJTY. 

[Telegram  from  American  Ambamador,  Rome,  Feb.  12.] 

The  provisions  of  the  royal  decree  of  May  22,  1915,  prohibiting 
the  importation  into  Italy  and  transit  of  all  goods  from  Austria- 
Hungary  have  been  extended  by  a  royal  decree  of  February  10, 1916, 
to  include  all  goods  produced  in  or  coming  from  Germany. 

LAKOE  STEAUSHIP  SIYXDEKD. 

[Consul  Frank  W.  Mnbln,  Amsterdam,  NethertaBda,  Jan.  10.1 

According  to  an  Amsterdam  newsjpaper,  it  is  expected  that  the 
Holland- America  Steamship  Co.  will  declare  a  dividend  of  about 
50  per  cent  from  its  earnings  during  1915.  The  dividend  paid  in 
1914  was  17  per  cent.  It  is  popularly  supposed  that  the  profits  of 
this  company  during  the  past  year  were  luUy  100  per  cent  of  its 
capital  stock,  which  is  12,000,000  florins  ($1,824,000). 

The  fleet  of  the  Holland- Amerika  Line  consists  of  four  passenger 
steamers  plying  regularly  between  Rotterdam  and  New  York,  each 
making  a  round  trip  every  five  weeks,  approximately;  and  25  freight 
steamers,  plying  between  Rotterdam  and  New  York,  Boston,  Phila- 
delphia, Baltimore,  Norfolk,  Savannah,  New  Orleans,  Galveston, 
Vera  Cruz,  and  Havana,  and  occasionally  between  New  York  and 
Dutch  East  Indian  ports. 

EZTEKSION  07  KAIL  SERVICE  IN  COIOUBIA. 

The  Cooncil  of  Ministers  in  Colombia  has  approved  a  recommenda- 
tion of  the  postmaster  general  that  a  contract  be  made  for  the  tran»* 
portation  or  mail  between  Cartagena  and  Quibdo  and  between  Carta- 
gena and  Monteria.  This  special  service  is  deemed  advisable  because 
of  the  scarcity  of  regular  boats  and  the  present  irregularity  in  mail 
delivery.  In  conformity  with  the  decision  published  in  the  Diario 
Oficiat,  a  call  will  be  issued  for  bids  on  the  contract  for  carrying 
letters  and  packages  between  these  cities. 
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AKEBICAN  EXHXBITS  FOB  FAKIS  EXFOSmOV. 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  been  advised 
by  Commercial  Attache  Charles  W.  A.  Veditz  at  Paris,  France,  that 
a  transportation  preference  has  been  secured  via  all  French  steamers 
sailing  from  New  York  and  New  Orleans  for  American  exhibits  at 
the  exposition  of  "  The  Reconstructed  City  "  which  will  be  held  at 
Paris  during  the  months  of  May,  June,  and  July.  The  director  of 
the  American  section,  Henry  C.  Long,  5  Opera  Square,  Paris,  whom 
interested  parties  should  write  or  cable  promptly,  can  furnish  man- 
agers and  salesmen  for  exhibitors.  Space  rates  are  SO  francs  per 
square  meter  plus  1  per  cent  of  exhibitor's  sales.  One-half  rental 
should  accompany  request  for  space,  payable  to  Edouard  Tijou, 
Administrateur  General,  16  Rue  Taitbout,  Paris. 

The  United  States  is  the  only  foreign  country  admitted  to  partici- 
pation in  this  exposition,  which  is  intended  to  encourage  the  taking 
of  immediate  and  adequate  steps  for  the  rebuilding  and  reorganiza- 
tion of  tiiose  parts  of  France  and  those  industries  which  have  Offered 
through  the  war.  It  is  primarily  an  exhibit  of  building  materials 
and  methods  and  plans  for  construction  work  of  all  kinds. 

[A  previous  r^rt  on  ttils  project  waa  published  In  Cokicbboi  Bhpobts  for 
Jan.  U.J   

AHEBICAK  STEAKEBS  STTSFEin)  HEXICAH  SEBYICE. 

The  American  consul  at  Frontera,  Mexico,  reports  under  date  of 
January  27,  1916,  that  the  three  American  fruit  companies  hereto- 
fore dispatching  steamers  to  that  port  have  decided  to  stipend 
operations  until  the  first  or  possibly  the  latter  part  of  March.  These 
companies  are  the  Southern  Steamship  &  Banana  Co.,  the  American 
Fruit  ft  Steamship  Co.,  and  the  Tropical  Fmit  Co.  They  are  all 
engaged  in  the  banana  trade  between  Frontera,  New  Orleans,  and 
New  York  City. 

Recent  floods  in  the  Frontera  district,  which  have  so  damaged  the 
banana  crop  as  to  render  a  portion  of  the  fruit  unsaleable  in  the 
United  States,  have  led  to  this  action.  It  is  understood,  however, 
that  the  American  Fruit  &  Steamship  Co.  will  maintain  an  irregular 
freight  service  between  New  Orleans  and  Frontera  by  way  of  Puerto, 
Mexico,  and  possibly  Tampico,  if  freight  is  offered  at  those  ports. 

FBOTECHOH  TO  CITT  WATER  IS  VEHEZtJELA. 

The  river  Macarao  and  its  tributaries  form  the  chief  source  of 
water  supply  for  Caracas  and  the  neighboring  towns.  Heretofore 
the  lack  of  bridges  has  made  it  necessary  for  these  rivers  to  be  forded 
where  crossed  by  public  roads,  but  a  recent  order  of  the  Federal 
District  Government  in  the  Gaceta  Oficial  prohibits  further  fording 
of  the  rivers  or  polluting  of  their  waters  in  any  way^  from  their 
source  to  the  intake  of  the  pipe  line  from  Caracas.  This  order  also 
calls  for  the  building  of  bridges  by  the  people  living  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood  of  the  fording  places  where  bridges  will  be  required. 


The  proposed  gauge  of  tlie  Japanese  railways  is  4  feet  8|  inches, 
not  4.85  feet,  as  stated  in  Combiekce  Repobtb  for  January  31, 
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KATCH  KAini7ACTTmE  IN  FUEBTO  FL&TA  BISTBIOT. 

[Consul  Prank  Anderson  Henry,  Puerto  Plata.  Dominican  Republic.] 

Mfttches  are  among  the  few  articles  manufactured  in  the  Puerto 
Plata  consular  district,  and  in  the  past  the  home  demand  has  been 
supplied  largely  by  the  local  industry.  Sticks,  boxes,  and  chemicals 
were  formerly  imported  from  Germany,  and  more  recently  from  the 
United  States  but  at  much  higher  prices. 

A  new  match  factory  has  just  been  installed  at  Puerto  Plata,  which 
promises  to  be  the  most  highly  developed  of  local  industries.  This 
company  has  equipped  its  plant  with  modern  machinery  for  making 
both  the  boxes  and  sticks,  as  well  as  the  finished  matches.  A  son 
wood  known  as  "Almacigo"  (Mastic),  which  grows  locally,  has 
been  found  to  be  satisfactory  as  a  raw  material  for  boxes  and  sticks. 
The  wood-working  machinery  for  this  plant  was  made  in  Sweden, 
that  for  finishing  the  matches  in  Germany,  and  some  small  machines 
for  cutting  paper  in  the  United  States. 

Coimnptloa  and  Fiiees  of  Hatches. 

The  consumption  of  matches  in  the  Dominican  Republic  is  large, 
as  might  be  expected  in  a  tobacco- raising  country  where  cigarettes 
retail  at  2  cents  per  package.  Present  retail  prices  are  high,  2  cents 
being  charged  for  a  box  oi  50. 

Manufacturers  sell  large  packages  containing  five  gross  boxes  at 
about  $S.  With  two  factories  now  in  operation  it  is  improbable  that 
there  will  be  any  imports  in  the  future. 

[The  names  of  the  two  mntnifaotnrers  of  mntches  referred  to  can  be  obtained 
at  the  Bureau  of  Poi-elgn  and  Dompstlc  Coinnierw  and  its  district  offices,  and 
a  sample  of  the  wood  used  In  making  match  boxes  can  be  examined  at  the 
Bureau  or  its  offices.] 

SEIF-HEATINO  UTENSILS  IN  NORTHWEST  INDIA. 

[CoDinl  James  OllT«r  LalDg,  Karachi,  nec.  28.]. 

An  investigation  recently  undertaken  in  response  to  an  inquiry 
from  the  United  States  concerning  the  possible  sstle  of  chafing  dishes 
in  the  Karachi  district  disclosed  the  fact  that  while  chafing  dishes 
themselves  are  not  in  demand,  certain  other  kinds  of  self-heating 
utensils  are  quite  common.  These  are  chiefly  cnffee  pots  nnd  hot- 
water  kettles.  There  is  also  a  self-heating  entree  dish,  but  this  is  used 
more  up-country  (wliere  the  temperature  is  lower)  than  in  Karachi. 
Tea  is  usually  made  in  an  ordinary  teapot,  but  some  people  use  a  kind 
of  samovar.  There  is,  however,  a  very  suuiU  sale  for  this  kind  of 
utensil  here. 

Hot-wnter  kettles  pi-cscnt  the  mo.st  promising  opening.  They  are 
used  not  only  for  maliing  and  diluting  tea.  but  also  for  preparing 
food  for  children  and  invaliils.  A  silver-plated  kettle,  hoidmg  1^ 
pints,  retails  in  Kanichi  for  $10.4.").  Another,  of  »  somewhat  more 
elaborate  pattci-n,  sells  for  for  the  IJ-pint  size,  and  $30.80 

for  the  2^-pint.  A  Ij-pint  ki-tllo  in  solid  silver  costs  $56.75  here. 
There  are  many  other  and  cheaper  kinds. 

Tlie  common  type  of  spirit  lamp  is  in  general  use  here,  especially 
in  families  where  there  are  children.  In  India  household  con- 
veniences are  lacking  or  crude  in  manv  ways,  even  in  the  best  bunga- 
lows, and  the  need  of  hot  water  at  times  when  the  kitchen  iii*es  are 
not  going  is  usually  met  by  the  use  of  spirit  lamps. 
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FBOFOSEB  FREHCH  TAX  ON  FBOFITS  ASISnrO  FROK  WAK. 


There  was  presented  yesterday  to  the  French  Chamber  of  Deputies 
a  bill  providing  for  the  tnxation  of  exceptional  profits  attributable 
to  the  war,  which  is  likely  to  be  passed  with  little  modification.  The 
proposed  law  comprises  20  articles.  Among  the  essential  proTisiona 

of  the  bill  are  the  following: 

Article  3.  Tliere  is  pstabltshwi  an  extraordinary  tax  upon  exceptiooal  profits 
realized  since  August  1,  1914,  and  up  to  December  31,  191C  hj  Individuals  and 
companies  subject  to  taxation  under  tlie  license  law. 

Article  4.  Tlie  extruunlinury  tax  is  computed  by  taking  as  a  basis  the  excess 
of  the  total  net  profits  obtained  respectively  during  the  period  from  Aogust  1, 
1&14.  to  December  81,  1015.  and  during  the  year  1916,  over  and  beyond  the 
normal  profit.  detM^netl  pro  rata  according  to  the  number  of  months  oom- 
prised  in  each  period  for  which  tlie  tax  Is  imposed,  in  conformity  with  tba 
average  actual  results  obtained  doring  the  years  1911,  1912,  and  1913. 

If  the  person  taxed  is  unwilling  or  unable  to  furnish  the  necessary  data  toe 
the  dererniination  of  the  average  profits,  it  is  provided  that  the  amount  to  db> 
duct  frotn  the  total  profits  shall  Ih>  fixed  at  30  times  the  license  charge  attribut- 
able to  the  jieriod  for  which  tite  tax  i»  collected. 

The  amount  to  be  deducted  frmn  the  total  profits,  in  confMmlty  with  this 
article,  shall  In  no  case  be  less  for  a  single  year  than  5.000  tnaca  (S965)  nor 
less  than  6  per  cent  of  ttie  capital  actually  engaged  In  the  enterprise,  as  lodl- 
cateil  by  the  contracts  of  the  company.  Its  commercial  records  regularly  kept, 
or  other  documents  serving  as  evidence. 

Article  7.  •  •  •  The  declaration  of  profits  shall  be.  subjected  to  the  ex- 
amination of  a  commission  holding  Its  sessions  in  the  capital  of  each  Depart- 
ment and  consisting  of  the  following  persons:  Four  former  merchants  or  manu- 
facturers appolntetl  by  the  Minister  of  Oanmerce  and  Industry,  *  *  *;  tho 
Director  of  Direct  Taxes,  or  an  official  of  Ills  department  designated  by  the 
Oeneral  Director,  two  offidals  designated  by  the  Minister  of  Finance  and  be- 
longing to  a  branch  of  the  financial  adminlstratlfm  other  than  that  of  tlie 
Director  of  Direct  Taxes.   •   •  * 

Article  14.  The  rate  of  the  extraordinary  tax  is  fixed,  as  follows,  u|>on  suc- 
cessive portions  of  the  profits  subject  to  taxation:  On  the  portions  less  than 
10,000  frnhcs  ($1,930),  5  per  cent;  between  10.001  and  50.000  francs  ($1,930 
and  $9.G.'jOK  10  pw  cent;  between  50.001  and  100.000  francs  (JO.aW  and 
$19,300).  15  per  cent ;  between  100,001  and  200.000  francs  ($1930  and  $38,600), 
20  per  cent;  between  200.001  and  500.000  francs  ($38,600  and  $86,900),  29  pw 
cent;  exceeding  500,000  francs  ($96,500).  30  per  cent 

Article  15.  Whene\'er  a  taqmyer  subject  to  this  tax  lias  teiled  to  make  Uw 
necessary  declaration  within  the  period  of  dday  of  two  months  prescribed  b7 
article  6,  hla  contribution  shall  be  Increased  by  15  per  cent   •   •  • 

Article  17.  The  extraordinary  tax  established  by  articles  3  to  16  of  this  law 
Is  applicable  to  tlic  following  persons:  Every  person  who,  not  habitually  en- 
gaged in  commercial  operations,  and  therefore  not  subject  to  the  license  taxes, 
has  realized  profits  of  an  occasionnl  character  or  growing  out  of  one  or  more 
commercial  operations ;  every  person  who  has  lent  his  cooperation,  for  a  com- 
pensation. In  the  conclusion  of  contracts  or  sales  agreements,  by  virtue  of  which 
a  C4>niniercial  transaction  has  been  accomplished.  In  both  cases  the  tax  Is 
calculated  uptm  the  total  profits  realized,  minus  5.000  francs  ($965). 

In  the  case  of  a  company  enjoying  an  unusual  profit  of  600,000 
francs,  the  tax  upon  the  first  10,000  francs  is  computed  at  5  per  cent 
and  is  therefore  500  francs;  the  tax  upon  the  next  40,000  francs,  at 
10  per  cent,  would  be  4,000  francs;  the  tax  upon  the  next  50,000 
francs,  at  15  per  cent,  would  be  7,500  francs;  the  tax  upon  the  next 
100,000  francs,  at  20  per  cent,  would  be  20,000  francs;  the  tax  upon 
the  next  300,000  francs,  at  25  per  cent,  would  be  75,000  francs;  the 
remainder  (100,000  francs)  would  be  subject  to  a  rate  of  30  per  cent 
and  would  produce  30,000  francs.  The  total  tax  levied  would  be 
137,000  francs  ($26,000),  which  represents  22.83  per  cent  of  the  total 
extraordinary  profits. 


(Comnercial  Attacbd  C.  W.  A.  Vedlti.  ParUi,  Jan.  14.] 
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UPOBTS  Of  FUSNITUllE  IHTO  TEVEZtJEIA'. 

(Consol  nomer  Brett,  La  Gualm.] 

Owinp  to  the  hi^h  duties  on  furniture  the  imports  in  this  lino  into 
Venezuela  are  Fmnll.  TJie  following  table  shows  the  imports  of  iron, 
wooden,  and  wi(  ker  furniture  into  the  country  f  )r  the  wlnlo  of  the 
years  1908,  1913,  and  1914,  and  fjr  the  first  sixmmths  uf  1915: 


Kind. 

IMS 

1913 

1914 

Jwi.-JaM, 
19U. 

SI. 01!) 
15.477 
2.S&8 

U.V122 
4.759 
1.754 

tl.flfO 
19.7B9 
5,9U7 

SSH 

7,787 
4.43S 

lotol  

19.  m 

11,435 

29.750 

I8,I0B 

It  is  apparent  thnt  the  tariff  conjointly  with  the  high  freight  rates 
on  furniture  is  effective  in  keeping  down  imports.  Most  of  the 
dealers  in  Caracas  operate  factones  but  usually  keep  a  few  pieces  of 
imported  furniture  on  hand  and  the  one  or  two  department  stores 
carry  small  stocks  of  fine  foreign  bedroom  and  parlor  sets. 

(A  revised  list  of  farntture  dealers  In  Carnca.<t  can  be  obtained  at  the  Bureau 
of  For^gn  and  DomesUc  Commerce  or  Its  district  ofBces.  Befer  to  file  No, 
722S&] 


irOBWEOIAK  WHAXINO  INSUSTBT.  t 

(Weekly  BuHetln,  Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  Ottawa.  F^.  7.] 

With  the  month  of  November  the  Norwegian  whaling  season  ends 
in  the  different  catching  places.  In  some  of  the  fields,  which  have 
idHiwn  considerable  decreases,  there  are  only  small  prospects  for  a 
continued  paying  catch;  but  other  places  show  such  a  plentiful  and 
continual  presence  of  whales  that  the  industry  should  be  profitable 
for  a  number  of  years.  The  largest  part  of  the  production  for  1916 
came  from  the  South  Sea  fields,  with  about  355,700  barrels  of  oil. 
The  northern  fields  yielded  the  smallest  amount  yet  produced,  'llw 
African  fields  also  showed  a  large  decrease. 

Prices,  on  account  of  the  war,  have  been  extraordinary.  The  whole 
production  has  been  either  exported  to  Kngland  or  used  for  home 
consumption,  as  Germany  and  Austria  have  been  cut  off  from  obtain- 
ing Norwegian  oil  supplies. 

The  prwiuction  of  the  Norwegian  whaling  industry  for  1915 
amounted  to  about  4C4.300  barrels  of  oil  and  113,000  sacks  of  guano, 
bone  meal,  and  cattle  feed,  valued  at  about  $8,500,000.  In  1913  the 
total  production  reached  600,000  barrels  and  in  1914,  570,000  barrels. 
For  each  of  these  years  the  value  was  calculated  at  about  $9,500,000. 


Frojeeted  Bntoh  Textile  Exposition. 

Consul  Frank  W.  Mahin,  Amsterdam,  Netherlands,  reports  under 
date  of  January  19  that  it  is  proposed  to  hold  a  national  exposition 
of  fashions  and  textile  articles  at  Haarlem  during  next  July  and 
August,  but  that  the  preliminary  announcement  gives  no  details,  as 
fhe  plans  are  not  yet  completed. 
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coHDinoKS  nr  the  province  of  sxtiii& 

[CoBSDl  Wilbur  T.  Oncey,  SerUle,  Spain.] 

The  Province  of  Seville  covers  an  area  of  5,429  scjuare  miles  and 

has  a  populiition  numbering  547,000.  There  are  within  its  bound- 
aries 426  miles  of  roads,  333  miles  of  railways,  6  cities,  92  towns, 
40  villages,  and  1,333  separate  farmhouses.  It  is  an  inland  Province, 
but  its  capital,  Seville  City,  is  practically  a  seaport,  as  the  Guadal-^ 
quiver  Kiver  is  navigable  at  high  tide  to  large  vessels  up  to  this  point 

Xlnlsg,  Ag:rlciiltnre,  and  HanQfactnrea. 

Mining  and  agriculture  are  the  Province's  leading  sources  of 
wealth.  Much  live  Etock,  too,  is  raised.  Seville  is  famous  for  its 
fighting  bulls,  which  are  bred  especially  for  this  purpose,  and  the 
Province  provides  most  of  the  animals  used  in  tae  buU  rin^  of 
Spain.  Its  hm^es  are  much  sought  after  for  bot^  riding  and  dnvii^ 

Cork  is  ^thered  in  large  quantities  (see  Daily  Consular  and 
Trade  Reports  for  May  2,  1912^  and  Nov.  10,  1913)  and  one  of  the 
Province's  princi'^al  industries  is  the  manufacture  of  stoppers,  cork 
paper,  life-preserver  blocks,  refrigeration  blocks,  etc.  Other  indus* 
tries  are  the  extraction  of  olive  and  green-sulphur  oils  from  olives 
grown  in  this  and  neighboring  Provinces;  the  making  of  wines, 
cigars,  cigarettes,  beer,  brandy,  chocolate,  vermicelli,  cloth,  soap^ 
sugar,  chemical  products,  firearms,  hats,  milling  and  other  mAdiiii- 
ery,  and  anis;  the  bottling  of  olives,  and  the  manufacture  of  porce* 
lain  tableware,  vases,  etc.  The  CNvmic  art  of  Triana  is  said  to  be 
unrivaled  in  other  parts  of  Spain.  There  are  many  good  iron 
foundries,  and  factories  where  other  metals  are  used;  limekiliis, 
gypsum  woi^  brick  yards,  roofing-tile  factories,  and  numerous 
other  industries. 

Seville  Province  has  many  important  mines,  including  8  argentic 
ous  lead  mines  at  Guillenaj  Cervigueros,  Marin,  and  Guadalcanal;  17 
copper  and  iron  pyrites  mmes,  located  at  Aznalcollar,  Castillo  de  las 
Guardas,  Parada,  and  Constantina :  6  coal  mines  at  Villanueva  del 
Bio,  Cuenca  del  Guadalquivir^nd  Cantillana;  25  iron  mines,  located 
at  San  Nicolas  del  Puerto,  El  Pedroso,  Cazalla  de  las  Sierra,  Guadal- 
canal, Castillo  de  las  Guardas,  Moron,  and  Constantina;  Z  iron 
pyrites  mines  at  Constantina  and  Castillo  de  las  Guardas;  and  1 
manganese  mine,  located  at  Castillo  de  las  Guardas.  Salt  is  produced 
in  lacge  quantities  in  the  district  of  Moron,  Osuna,  and  Utrera,  and 
there  are  excellent  quarries  and  lime  deposits  in  the  Province. 

frlncipal  Exports  and  Imports. 

The  principal  exports  to  the  United  States  are  olives,  copper  ore, 
corkwood  and  cork  manufactures,  olive  oil,  green  sulphur  oil,  licoru» 
i-oot  and  paste,  crude  tartar,  castUe  soap,  tiles,  iron  pyrites,  oranges, 
and  chickpeas.  To  other  countries  are  sent  cereals,  olive  oil,  oranges, 
copper,  lead,  tiles,  corkwood,  licorice  i-oot  and  paste,  olives,  chickpeas, 
and  green  sulphur  oil,  these  going  mainly  to  France,  Belgiiun,  and 
England. 

The  principal  imports  into  the  ProvincCj  whollv  through  the  city 
of  Seville,  are  drugs,  drg  goods,  notions,  tm,  lumber,  butter,  cheese, 
cocoa,  tea,  codfish,  coal,  phosphate  minerals,  lime  and  cement,  sod*, 
petroleum,  railway  materials,  common  paper  and  cardboard,  coffee, 
hardware,  agricultural  machinery,  lubricatmg  oil,  cotton  thread,  pn- 
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pared  fertilizers,  fire  clay,  iron  bars,  iron  manufactures,  iron  plates, 
steel  bars  and  plates,  tubes  and  pipes,  raw  jute,  shoe  and  sole  leather, 
rice,  tar  and  pitch,  textiles,  tobacco,  wheat,  copper  and  steel  wii'e,  and 
maize. 

According  to  information  recently  secured  by  the  Seville  consulate 
from  the  chamber  of  commerce  of  this  city,  there  is  a  present  short- 
age of  medicines,  chemical  products  in  general,  kitchen  utensils, 
hardware,  enameled  goods,  some  kinds  of  textiles,  embroideries,  coal, 
photographic  goods  (especially  plates,  bromide  papers,  and  post 
cards),  notions,  novelties,  metal  dress  fasteners,  ebonite  combs,  cod- 
fish, and  solder. 

Wliat  is  Heeded  to  Improve  Commerce. 

The  chamber  of  commerce  states  that  for  the  development  of 
Hispa no- American  trade  the  principal  need  is  better  shipping  facili- 
ties, the  establishment  of  a  weekly  service  between  Seville  and  the 
United  States,  continuing  to  Habana,  Panama,  Buenaventura,  Tu- 
maco,  Guayaquil,  Callao,  Antofagnsta,  and  Valparaiso.  With  such 
a  service  all  the  production  of  Seville  and  the  surrounding  country 
would,  it  is  believed,  be  shipped  through  the  port  of  Seville.  The 
local  chamber  has  sent  petitions  to  the  Spanish  Government,  re- 
questing the  establishment  of  such  a  service,  and  undoubtedly  this 
would  largely  increase  the  mutual  trade  between  Seville  Province 
and  the  United  States. 

The  chamber  also  recommends  the  establishment  of  a  general 
warehouse  of  American  goods  in  Seville,  where  they  can  be  exam- 
ine and  ordered  or  purchased  outright,  the  warehouse,  of  couise, 
selling  only  in  wholesale  quantities. 

Conditioiis  of  Fayment 

Terms  of  payment  in  Seville  vary  from  cash  against  documents 
to  30,  60,  or  90  days  from  receipt  of  goods.  Quotations  should  be 
made,  when  possible,  in  pesetas  or  francs  (equivalent  to  19.3  cents 
United  States  currency) ;  and  c.  i.  f.  Seville  is  preferable  to  f.  o.  b. 
shipping  point.  Complicated  discounts  should  never  be  given,  and 
net  prices  are  to  be  preferred  to  those  with  even  simple  discounts. 

The  agricultural  development  of  Seville  Province  is  becoming  an- 
nually more  important  through  the  larger  use  of  modem  agricultural 
machinery,  and  commercial^  Seville  city  is  holding  i&  position 
as  the  second  city  in  Spain. 

[The  foregoing  Is  the  sl:Eth  of  a  series  of  connected  articles  In  which  Oonsnl 
Ornc^  <leHcrU>e8  in  detail  trade  con<lltlnnH  In  his  dlntrlK.  The  earlier  sec* 
tlons  appMiml  in  Goumebce  Beforts  on  Mar.  4,  July  29,  and  Aug.  7,  16^ 
and  20.  Ifll5.1   

BBinSH  GOUUEBCIAI  ATTACHES  FOB  SOTTTH  AltEBICA. 

[ OoTenimeDt  Board  of  Tmd«  Joumnl.  London,  Jan,  27,] 

"With  a  view  to  rendering  further  assistance  toward  the  promotion 
of  British  trade  in  South  America  the  Foreign  Office  has  appointed 
Mr.  H.  O.  Chalkley,  consul  at  Colon,  to  be  commercial  attache  to 
the  British  legations  at  Buenos  Aires  and  Montevideo,  and  Mr.  E. 
Hambloch,  formerly  vice  consul  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  to  be  commercial 
attach^  to  the  legation  at  Eio  de  Janeiro. 
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BEQITLATIOH  OF  HTIBSE&T^TOCS  8ALE& 

Little  if  any  foreign  legislation  apparently  exists  relative  to  guar- 
anties of  the  genuineness  of  nursery  stock.  Reports  received  from 
consuls  in  England,  France,  Germany,  Austria,  Hungary,  the  Nether- 
lands, Japan,  Australia,  and  Canada  are  to  the  same  effect  as  the 
following  statement  regarding  the  Netherlands: 

With  reference  to  the  law  to  this  coantry  under  which  nurserymen  are  com- 
pelled to  fiirnisli  buyers  with  trees  and  plants  true  to  name  and  the  penalty 
prescribed  in  the  event  of  misrepresentation,  the  Netherlands  has  no  c^te^^l  lav 
on  this  snbjei-t,  and  the  obligations  of  contractors  in  this  particular  bosiness  are 
governed  by  the  civil  and  criminal  codes  of  the  country. 

Only  two  countries,  Hungary  and  British  Columbia,  are  reported 
as  having  special  legislation  or  regulations  relating  to  sales  of  nursery 
stock,  and  that  of  British  Columbia  is  directed  only  against  the 
importation  of  diseased  nursery  stock. 

Ko  Speeiflo  Law  In  Oerm&ny  as  to  Ouaranty  of  Variety. 

Consul  General  Rol}ert  P.  Skinner  reporte  that  there  is  no  spe- 
cial legislation  in  Germany  which  applies  to  careless  or  intentional 
deliveries  of  nursery  stock  which  prove  untrue  to  name.  If  bad  faith 
were  involved  in  the  transaction,  the  German  Civil  Code  would  cover 
the  case,  and  action  would  lie  for  any  damage  actually  sustained. 
Practically  this  legislation  is  of  little  value  in  protecting  buyers  of 
nursery  stock.  It  requires  years,  very  often,  to  determine  whether  or 
not  the  species  delivered  is  true  to  name.  In  the  United  States  repu- 
table nurserymen  sell  under  a  contract  to  replace  trees  or  purchase 
money  when  mistakes  are  made,  and  German  practice  has  not  gotten 
much  beyond  the  same  system. 

The  principal  German  nurserymen  are  organized  as  tiie  Union  of 
German  Nursery  Owners,  whose  honorary  president  replies  to  an 
inquiry  addressed  to  him  on  this  matter  as  follows: 

There  exists  In  Germany,  or,  so  far  as  I  know.  In  any  European  country, 
no  provlfllon  of  law  or  regulation  according  to  which  nursery  owners  are 
obliged  to  deliver  trees  or  plants  with  true  statements  of  their  names — that  Is 
to  Hay.  under  guaranty  as  to  tbdr  variety. 

The  owners  of  nurseries  of  most  of  the  prorlnoes  have  engaged  In  a  ctmtmet 
with  their  respective  chambers  of  agriculture,  according  to  which  the  nurra^ea 
give  a  guaranty  for  the  correctness  of  the  variety  of  delivered  fruit  trees, 

Speolllo  Kegulations  in  Hungary  and  Brltiih  Colambia. 

Consul  General  William  Coffin,  at  Budapest,  reports  that  Hungary 
has  no  specific  laws  or  ordinances  governing  the  sale  by  nurserymen 
of  planU  and  trees  true  to  nnme,  although  vine  growers  are  quite 
effectively  protected  by  an  ordinance  issued  in  1896  in  which  the  dif- 
ferent varieties  of  grapes  are  minutely  described. 

Consul  General  Kobert  E.  Mansfield,  Vancouver,  reports  that  the 
British  Columbia  Agricultural  Association's  act  of  1914  provides 
that  "  The  Lieutenant  Governor  in  Council  may  make  regulations 
for  the  inspection  and  disinfection  or  destruction  thereof  of  non- 
fruit-bearing  trees  or  shrubs  which  may  carry  contagion.  •  •  • 
All  nursery  stocky  trees,  or  plants  imported  into  this  Province  are 
subject  to  mspection  at  the  provincial  fumigation  station  at  Van- 

H)uver,  except  in  case  of  palmsj  fibrous  plants  grown  under  glasS| 

onifers,  and  evergreens." 
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Xngllsli  Oeseral  lav  of  Gontraots  AppUoable. 

Accordii^  to  information  supplied  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries,  the  sale  of  trees  or  plants  is  goTemed  in  England  by 
the  general  law  of  contracts  for  the  sale  of  goods,  in  which  connection 
the  Sale  of  Goods  Act,  1893,  may  be  noted.  The  secretary  of  the 
board  instances  an  application  of  this  act  in  the  case  of  Wallace, 
Sons,  and  Wella  v.  Pratt  and  Haynes  (Law  Reports,  1011,  Appeal 
Cases,  394),  in  which  the  buyer  of  a  quantity  of  sanfoin  seed  was 
held  to  be  entitled  to  damages  as  for  a  breach  of  warranty.  There  is 
no  liability  under  the  act  to  proceedings  for  a  penalty  as  for  a  crimi- 
nal offense.  While  the  Sales  of  Goods  Act  follows  the  general  princi' 
pies  of  the  law  of  contract,  the  special  provisions  relating  to  warranty 
and  sale  by  description  or  sample  are  especially  pertinent  .to  thu 
inquiry  and  may  be  summarized  as  follows: 

See.  11  (a).  Where  a  contract  of  sale  is  subject  to  anj  coniUtion  to  be  fulfllled 
by  the  seller,  the  buyer  •  •  •  may  elect  to  treat  the  breach  of  such  cootU* 
tiOD  as  a  breacli  of  warranty. 

Sac.  13.  Where  there  Is  a  contract  for  the  sale  of  goods  by  descrlptloa  there 
Is  an  implied  condition  that  the  goods  shall  correspond  with  the  description. 

Sao.  15  (1).  A  contract  of  sale  la  a  contract  for  sale  by  sample,  where  there  i« 
a  term  In  the  contract,  express  or  Implied,  to  that  effect. 

(2).  In  the  cose  of  a  contract  for  sale  by  sample  there  is  an  Implied  coodllioB 
tbat  the  bulk  stiall  correspond  with  the  sample  in  quality. 

ESBOBS  FOUND  IN  UEASUBIHa  OF  NATTTBAL  GAS. 

Kecent  experiments  in  the  measuring  of  natural  gas  have  dis- 
closed the  fact  that,  in  accepting  as  true  for  all  pressures  a  law  dis- 
covered by  Sir  Robert  Boyle  in  1662,  the  representatives  of  this  in* 
dustiy  have  been  making  a  mistake  of  some  magnitude.  The  United 
States  Bureau  of  Mines,  which  conducted  the  experiments,  finds  that 
in  measuring  natural  gases  at  high  pressures,  tlwre  are,  in  many  in- 
stances where  Boyle's  law  is  used,  xnistakes  of  as  great  a  magnitude 
as  10  per  cent  or  more. 

The  volume  of  gas,  according  to  Boyle's  law,  is  presumed  to 
vary  inversely  as  the  pressure  is  applied  to  it.  This  is  found  to  be 
true  only  for  pressures  close  to  atmospheric.  Billions  of  cubic  feet 
of  natural  gas  are  yearly  measured  at  pressures  greater  than  atmos- 
pheric. The  Bureau  of  Mines  says,  regarding  these  figures,  in  ita 
report: 

Pressures  of  300  pounds  per  square  inch  or  greater  are  common.  At  100 
pounds  per  square  Inch  an  error  of  3  per  cent  has  been  made,  at  200  pounds 
per  square  inch  an  error  of  6  per  cent,  at  375  pounds  an  error  of  11  per  cent, 

and  at  520  pounds  an  error  of  15  per  cent  has  been  made  In  many  cases.  Nat- 
ural gas  at  these  pressures  is  more  compressible  than  an  Ideal  gas  (for  which 
Boyle's  law  holds).  A  concrete  example  will  make  the  matter  clear.  If 
50.000.000  cubic  feet  of  natural  gas  Is  measured  per  day  at  a  pressure  of  200 
pounds  per  square  Inch  and  no  correotlon  is  applied  for  the  deviation  from 
Boyle's  law,  then  an  error  of  about  3.000,000  cubic  feet  of  gas  is  made. 

NEW  JOmm  FOB  SECOND-CLASS  NITN  BUOYS. 

For  the  purpose  of  obtatning  more  distinction  between  the  second  and  third 
class  nun  buoys,  a  new  desltm  of  the  second-cla-ss  type  has  been  prepareil.  from 
-which  a  trial  buoy  will  be  built  for  test  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Light- 
hoQses.  The  freeboard  has  been  raised  by  Increasing  the  volume  and  dispiaoe- 
ment  of  the  buoy  without  changinR  Its  general  shape.  It  Is  believed  that  this 
change  wiU  render  its  Tisibillty  more  prominent  when  afloat,  and  tbat  the  new 
aeccMid-class  nun  will  compare  proi^rtlonately  Id  size  to  the  second-class  can. 
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FEErXAlTD'S  TBASE  FOB  NDTE  H0HTH5. 

[Complied  from  official  statistics  Id  the  Bareaa  of  Foreign  and  Domestle  Commpree.] 

The  following  shows,  in  metric  tons  of  2,204.6  pounds,  the  imports 
and  exports  for  the  first  nine  months  of  1914  and  11)15  of  the  princi- 
pal aiticies  entering  into  the  commerce  of  Finland,  together  with 
the  countries  of  origin  and  destination  for  the  most  important  ar- 
ticles: 


Anldo. 


DiroBTa. 


AvlBuJa.  livQ  

Asphalt  and  pttcb  

Bone  dust  

Hussia  

Books  and  pictures  

SwMlen  

Breadstufis: 

Barley  , 

Orlis,aUaoits  

Oats  

Hussia.  , 

Rye  , 

Germany  

'  Bussla  

B  ye  bran  (Rtissia)  

Rye  flour  

Grrmany  , 

Ifiissia  

"Wheat  

Wheat  bran  

Wheaiflour  , 

Denmark  

Germany  

PiiMla  , 

United  KlDCdom  

Ccm-mt  

Denmark  , 

Germany  

Bwedm  

Cbrmii'Bl  products: 

Alum  

f^nda  and  caustic  soda. . 

Cloiilmr's  sails  

fhlnrlde  oftlme  

Bulphnrlc  actd  

Eulphiir  and  flowora  of 

sulphur  

Chtpory  of  all  kinds  

Clay: 

lire  

Other  , 

Bwedfn  , 

United  Kbiralam...,. 

Coal  :, 

Crrmany  

Npthprwida  , 

Onitcd  Kinnlom  , 

Co(T(*  

Dcnmflrk  

Girmany  

Nrthorlands  

Sweden  , 

Coke  

Cermanv  , 

Viiitod  kingdom  

Cot  Ion,  mw: 

Und-ed  

Oermnny  

Fweflon.'  , 

I'nitpd  KInKdom  

jy-rtd  

Dmes  

'art' c. ?'iT'p. nnii !>'  i-in 
wnrp:  llrii     aTid  tiles; 
ffa"  iiiiil  r(H>[  li  cs  of 
firiu>ro»rclav  , 


Jan.  l-Oct. 
t.ieH. 


Uefric  ffln«. 
■  24,605 
2,617 
21.465 
2b,m 

*  stra,  a98 

» $137, 084 
1,248 

io,asfl 

12.  MS 
1I,7:M 
40,667 


31,7IH 
2,M9 
9fi.6a7 
37,  »H 
fi9,tr3 
1,423 
4fi,.^ 
12,591 

6,  .too 
40,755 
14,674 

7,0D1 
64,177 
E«,:«7 

so.m 

6,424 

1,<R3 
2,4«0 

7,  .123 
2,327 
1,026 

e.Tll 
1,33S 

1,  *i>2 
7,005 

25t 
K,4iW 
2H,47S 
5,717 
25,HI« 

m,  m 

S,r<14 

in 

8,  m 

2S2 

in,Btn 

2,  P4fl 
5,267 

6,107 
2,7B7 

f97 
l.SSg 
42 

&19 


4,V» 
S78 


Jan.  t-Oct. 
1,1915 


UelTie  tirt. 
a  8, 112 
1,231 
23, 109 
23,1<)9 
6S382,:(58 
>S1)»,931 

3,169 
8,096 

2,  m 

2,103 
fi6,371 

S,M)7 
M,3T1 
16,342 
106,9i>6 


10a,9)^ 
l>,5«0 
29.671 
K,fil4 


135 
«6,459 


20,4^6 
13,370 


8,428 

2,550 
8,175 
4,114 
4,s24 
651 

^4ll 

652 

9"1 
«,100 
4.971 


3,809 


11,271 
5 
fll 
1 

11,141 

2,210 


7,111 
'7,120 


I 

1,188 


1,«0 
1,111 
7S 


ArtlclM. 


myoBis  conttnoad. 


Russia  , 

Filxsni: 
Flax  

Russia  , 

Flax  Low  (Hussia)  

Hemp  

Uerroany  

RuaslH  

B«ii^  tow  

Pish: 

Fresh  and  lira.  

tivedoa  

Herrtns,  aaltcd  

Oilier  

Fruit: 

App'es  

Russia  

OranKca  and  LltleT  or- 

anw  

Germany  

Oti  er  

Orind.<itones    and  whet- 

siDiies  

Oypsum  

Clormfmy  

FerUiutnu  KaliUt  

iJcnnany-..  

Iron: 

Pto  

United  KtuKdom  

RIoom  and  mid  ban  

Ecrap  

Comer  Iron  and  lasb- 

ioiie'l  bar  iron  

Bar  Iron,  othtr  kind*. . . 

b«  alum  

Germany.  

Nether'ands  

RllSSl;!  

Sweden  

UnlteJ  KinRdom  

Or*.  

S«-«l«n  

Csittinss  and  hlaeV  iron. 
Ralls  

itoleliim  

Germany  

Nethf^lands  

Russia  

Tiib"sand  plp"s  

Iron  and  bItcI  nlafs: 
More  than  3  millimeters 

(n.ii«-inch)  IW-  

hfss  than  3  milllm'ters 

thlc'-  

Tinned  

Limestone.  minianuftw>- 

tiired  

Machinery: 
ARrlcultural  

Germany  ,  , 

Swrdrn  

rnlted  KinKdom  

Pairylne  

Electrkal  


Jan.  1-Oet. 
1.UU. 


iftiric  font. 
■21,650, 711 
>i20,&44,4UI 

2,005 
2,067 
K 
IflO 
100 

u 

207 

S,OM 
4,990 

2,ta4 

741 

1,973 
l,aB 

1,2  2 

1.  ni 

^668 
8, 076 

8,a2 

11,0«0 
9.6S4 
24:i 
8 

1,734 
12,041 
6,412 
2,0Rti 
2,305 
£1IJ 

m 

69!t 
7,005 
6.9S7 

2.  rai 

12.300 

1,  K78 

3.  GK2 

2,  ti>7 
90 

4,715 


4.371 

2.JaM 
S,M8 

4,  an 


2.919 
455 

2,217 
IBS 
278 
741 


■  Nundier. 


tValoa. 
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ArUdc*. 


Jan-l-Oot. 
],U14. 


ian.  1-Oct. 
1,1915. 


Aitloln. 


Ian.  1-Oct. 
1,  U14. 


mroBTs— coDtlntwd. 

Hachlnery— Cont  In  ued. 
Locomollve   snd  car 
wbeeb  ot  m&llMbie 
Iroa  and  steel: 

GeniMiir  

HethemitdB  

Ottiar  kinds  of  maobJn- 
«y  and 
Iron  snd  steel 

I>eniiutrk  

Qenaany  

Netherlands  

Russia  

Sweden  

Cmpper  and  otli«r 

metals.  

Msh  

OermaoT  

Koala.  

Meat  and  dairy  products: 
Dmky  products— 

Butter  

Russia  

Fmsb(RimiB)  

SaltPd,  smoked,  and 

dried  

United  States  

OS; 

Veaetsbto  

Ubmt  

Pctrolnim  ( R  nasia ) . . . 
on  eake  and  other  kinds 

of  fodder  

Oermanr  

Vtaooe   ..... 

Rnasla  

United  Kingdom  

Potato  flour  

rhosphatas.  

Swedeo  , 

Vnlted  Klncdom  

^^Wmany  , 

Rnsaia. 


UetTklon* 
1,377 
107 
1,330 


«,250 
653 

2,«90 
870 
213 

1,070 


R«<hi  and  colophony. 
Rope  (oTceptnutal).. 


BelidunL. 

Russia  

Salt: 

CooHnr  

Rork  

Refined  

Band  and  pounce  

Seed,  flax  and  hemp  ..... 

Germany  

Rtisia  

Bfclns,  not  prepared,  (tf  all 
kinds: 

WetiM'ted  

PeieliiDi  

German  V  

RlHKls.  

United  Kinedom  

TfTv  and  dry  salted  

nermaav  

Bfcbi^,  prepared  

Bodtnmnitnite  

Sphits,  wines,  malt  II- 
miors,  and  other  bev- 
eraeo*': 

rhsmpoene  

Ufneral  waters 
Wine- 
In  casks  

to  bottles.... 
Snsar: 
B*w  


i» 

3,lt» 
280 
1,480 


m 

SM 

1,441 

l,IfV 
04ft 

t,m 
SI,  oat 

2,029 
1,303 
433 

2,498 
473 
2,608 
11,339 
2,101 
7,030 
2,  MB 
6)lt 
l,r<G3 
1,904 
J,40S 
201 
«93 

632 
463 

2 

3,420 
S,B23 
7B0 
1,843 


1,122 
104 

fill 
243 
117 
l,14fl 
1,0X1 
293 
S90 


•  41.320 

•  7R,62l 

1,02S 
'■88,425 

33,303 
33,347 
3» 


Udrteumt. 

134 


3,633 
16 
7 


812 
3,762 

4<t 

4,207 
8 

«,19S 


2,160 
2,148 

084 

810 

70 

3.683 
21,  OH 
r,130 


27.130 


3,421 
36 
« 


S.07S 


3,064 
1,670 
960 


836 

301 

2,358 
8 

2,009 
4,323 


4,323 


2,207 


2,197 


79R 
13 


«S5,Mn 
a43,l39 

712 
■  28.758 


■  BotUei. 


34,300 
34,308 
1, 438 

•  Number. 


IIIP0KT9— continued. 

Tannin,  tannin  extnot, 
and  PeruTlaolMrk  

To'iBcoo: 

loaf.  

ClgKn  

Ciearettes  

Other  manufactured  to- 

bncoo  

Oermany  

Kether!anda  

Russia  

Other  tobaoco  

Vee«tables: 

Peas  

Germany  

Rnyla  

Potatoes  

Russia  

Other  veEvtablcH— 
Fresh ,  dried,  and  pre- 

sen.'ed  

Pen  mark   

Russia  

Patted  

Wood,  manobctunaof... 

Oermany  

Rus<ia  

Bwaden  


ifetrfc  ton*. 

ifOrie  Con*. 

1,368 

ooa 

40)t 

024 

11 

10 

10 

16 

2,636 

4,411 

609 

910 

!» 

300 

1,030 

S,014 

16 

SI 

1,673 

4,270 

4«6 

S 

i.m 

4.sn 

^»ln 

B,64fi 

6,449 

1,031 

1,UB 

MS 

i,m 

1,148 

18.703 

9,508 

604 

IB,  447 
1,176 

'■IS 

SZPOBM. 


Anlms1)i,llTliif.  

Charwl  

Russia  

Bwsden  

Cheinicali  

Russia  

Clays  and  vlUca........ 

Breadntalb: 

Caw  

Franoe  

Sweden   

Rva  

Pish: 

Freah  

Russia  

Sftlted,  smoked,  and 
drled- 
Herrinc.  saltod  (Rtu* 

Bla)  

Other  

Earthen ,  <ttone,  and  dUna 

ware:  Tiles  

Fruits  and  berries  

Glass,  rough  window  

Hay  

Russia  

Iron: 

Bar  

Rus<iia.,.,..,.  

Foundry  

I/lme  

Rus'^Ia  

Meat  and  dairy  nrothtcts: 
Dairv  nroducta— 

Butter  

Denmark  

Gefuiany  

Euwia  

f^weden  

I'nited  Klnrdom... 

rheie<*  

Mil'  andcreamCRu^ 

sImI  

Meat,  fresh  

Oil  ca'-  e  and  other  fodder . 
Points,  rtrnients. etc.; 

Lampblack  

Utber  colors  


IW,470 
W.UO 

2,177 
17, 939 
821 
0«S 

8,930 

6.042 
2.223 
3,510 
930 

s.m 

3,719 


3, 115 
612 

1,7M 
S41 

2.071 
2%  4.17 
25,356 

915 
822 
309 
I0,nft2 
10,000 


9,811 
130 
917 
622 
979 

7,ias 

963 

« 3, 872, 381 
703 
1,084 

.M4 

1,821 


'OaUons. 
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ArUclos. 


IXFOBT8— coullnacd. 

Cardboerd  

Russia  

TInilwl  KlDgclum  

lYintine and  drafting... 

Russm  

Wall  

rapping  and  waste... 

Pus^ta  

I'nited  Kingdom  

Wrlllng  and  elephant 
(drawing)  paper — 

Russia  

fand  (Russia)  

blone: 
(ironltfl  end  feklspar  

RwHia  

Granite,  mumhcturea 

Rough  hewn  

Russia  

Fine  hewn,  or poildwl 

LI  merit  one  

Russia  

raving  suoa,  drened 

(Russia)  

Straw  

n  ood.  and  manulaciurce 
of: 

Carpenter^  work  

]ofnrr.v  

Pit  pri^  

France  


Jan.  1-Oci. 
1, 1014. 


Ifdrlf  loft. 
87,7.^3 
ia,?05 
16,^62 
63,114 
l\,m2 

3,r» 

43, 4  M 

W,S13 
fi,al7 

3,173 
a,  163 
6S,Q3S 

74,704 
S0.358 


£,708 
6,706 
400 
76,:3R 

:6,a70 

18,438 
1,343 


«T9 
3,002 
"4<8,957 
•  43,471 


Jan.  1-Oct. 
1. 1013. 


iSttHc  (or«. 
71,3M 
14,836 


6£,coe 

I,&^7 
47,7ai 
46,003 


4,f-65 
«?,C83 

8,763 
8,W 


8,871 
8,871 
118 


40 

:,i68 


7,700 
6,753 
•67,880 


Artlcl€s. 


■XPORTS— continued. 

Wood,  and  manufaetons 

o;— Continued. 
Pit  props— 

Ruftsla  

United  Kiiqploin  

Epools  

Rdelum  

Germany  

Ri)ssla  

B«  eden  

United  Kinedom  

Wood  wool  and  excelsior 

Ruosia  

PlanVs.    deals,  and 

boards  

\S  ood  pulp— 

Cbenikal— 

?el|>luiD  

France  

Gtnsany  

Netberluds  

HiiBRto  

United  RliwdoiB. 

Wet  

Iferhaoical— 
Dry  

rraooe  

Cermaor  

Ru.<t£la  

Wrt  .TT... 

f  mm  


Jan.  l-Oct. 
1, 1014. 


Jan,  1-OcU 
l.litlS. 


"77,132 
•  801,6M 

6,  ':6 

i.nr 

1,603 
1, 10$ 
31 

7,  (08 
Ht7 
822 


> 602, 134 


7,0^1 
1,874 
6,330 
l,il2 
4,fiU3 

3,7a& 

18,ftl« 

6,;m 

i,m 
e,H4 

007 
4,348 
4,010 


1,887 
7,388 


1,7116 


>u,ns 


76,496 

'"iva 
3Z,oa 


22,oa 

■""'a» 


■  I  jno  board  feet.  Tin  orfeliial  uidt  was  niblc  inoUn;  oonvenloiB  were  inada  at  ttw  raH  of  4^ 
toard  leet  to  tb*  eubk  meter. 


PSELDflNABY  COTTON  STATISTICS. 

According  to  a  preliminary  report  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Census, 
Department  of  Ccmmerce,  the  cotton  consumed  in  the  United  States 
during  January,  1916,  nmounted  to  542,055  bales,  and  for  the  six 
months  ended  January  31  a  total  of  3,074,65-1  bales.  There  wei-e 
1,974,669  bales  in  consuming  establishments  on  January  31  com- 
pared with  1,516,443  bales  for  the  same  date  in  1915,  and  4,545,859 
Dales  in  public  storage  and  at  compresses  compared  with  4,665,346 
bales  in  1915.  Linters  not  included  above  were  9.),499  bales  con- 
sumed during  January  in  1916  and  25,959  bales  in  1915;  206.040 
bales  on  hand  in  consuming  establishments  on  January  31,  1916, 
and  1*20,449  bales  in  1915;  and  103,513  bales  in  public  storage  and 
at  compresses  in  1916,  and  93,780  bales  in  1915.  Linters  consumed 
during  six  months  ending  January  31  amounted  to  453,321  bales  in 
1916  and  161,034  bales  in  1915. 

The  impoit.s  of  foreign  cotton  during  January,  1916,  amounted  to 
56,922  bales  of  500  pounds  each,  compai-ed  with  39,229  bales  for  the 
same  month  in  1915,  of  which  47,914  bales,  compared  with  30,951 
bale?,  came  from  Egypt.  The  exports  of  domestic  cotton  nnd  linters 
during  January  were  539,415  running  bales,  against  1,372,183  bales 
for  1915.   

Clover  seed  to  the  value  of  $295,813  was  invoiced  at  the  American 
consulate  at  Havre,  France,  for  the  United  States  dui'ing  1915,  com- 
>ared  with  $119,554  for  1914. 
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FLOTTB  TRADE  OF  XADAGASCAB. 

[Consul  Jamn  Q.  Carter,  Tamatavn,  Dec,  8.] 

PrevioTisIy  to  the  war,  practically  all  of  the  flour  imported  into 
Madagascar,  amounting  to  about  1,500  tons  annually,  came  from 
France,  free  of  duty,  the  French  customs  tariff  being  applied  to  flour 
imported  from  all  other  countries.  Because  of  the  measures  taken 
at  the  beginning  of  the  war  to  prohibit  or  restrict  the  exportation  of 
flour  from  France,  the  customs  duty  was  suspended  in  August,  1914, 
on  all  flour  imported  into  Madagascar,  and  as  a  result  a  considerable 
quantity  of  Australian  flour  has  been  imported  via  Mauritius  and 
Aden. 

liMxge  Stoeki  on  Hand — Freneh  and  Anstrallan  Tlonn. 

It  would  appear  that  at  present  there  is  a  laxge  stock  on  hand  on 
the  island. 

Both  the  French  and  the  Australian  flours  are  of  about  55  per  cent 
of  extraction,  though  the  French  flour  is  of  a  better  quality,  and 
now  sells  locally  for  about  60  francs  per  100  kilos  ($5.25  per  100 
pounds),  while  the  Australian  flour  arerages  about  55  francs  per  100 
kilos  ($4,82  per  100  pounds). 

The  flour  imported  locally  comes  in  double  gunny  bags,  weighing, 
for  the  French,  100  kilos  (220.46  pounds),  and  for  the  Australian, 
about  150  pounds. 

Local  merchants  are  inclined  to  believe  that,  because  of  the  time 
consumed  in  getting  flour  from  the  United  States,  the  merchandise, 
packed  in  gunny  bags,  will  become  damaged  before  arrival. 

The  flour  now  imported  usually  comes  cash  against  documents. 
That  imported  from  Mauritius  is  usually  placed  with  local  merchants 
by  a  firm  at  Port  Louis,  Mauritius,  which  receives  shipload  consign- 
ments from  Australia.  Doubtless,  this  Mauritian  nrm  would  be 
interested  in  correspondence  concerning  flour,  especially  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  it  is  understood  the  Union  Castle  Steaiuship  Co.,  at 
Kew  York,  issues  through  bills  of  lading  to  Mauritius. 

[A  Ust  of  Importers  of  flour  la  Madagascar  and  the  name  of  the  firm  tn  Port 
liouia  mentioned  above,  can  be  <Atained  at  the  Bureau  of  Portign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  to  Its  district  <^ce8.  Befw  to  file  Na  T23&I.} 


AMERICAN  GOKSULAS  OFFICERS  OH  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Name. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 

Address. 

WftttB,  Ethribort  

OCDdiBT,  JUBM  H  

BiwUir,  WflUun  HwriBOii... 

HUacalbo,  VsMtmla . 

Tafhokn,  Taiwan  

HlBKora  Fatls,Ont«rlo . 

Feb.  17 
Mar.  11 
Apr.  1 
Har.  1 
Apr.  i 

153  Chnrch  Stteet,  Uobfle,  Ala. 
IA21  Clbilon  Street,  ['hlladelphbt.  Pa. 
1078        85th  Siroet.  Clevoland.  Ohio. 
Depenment  or  3tat«.Wa«hinKton,  D.O. 
CentuTT  aub,7  West 43d  StnM,  New 
Yorlc  City. 
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FBOPOSALS  FOB  GOVERNUEITC  SITFFIIES  Aim  CONSTBTTCnOH. 

[Correspondence  sbonld  bp  direct  with  the  oOrc!^  nametl,  end  speriflcations  can  nraally 
be  olHalnrrt  at  thi;  points  where  tbc  e<xhIr  arc  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  the  time  limit  la  too  Rhort  to  permit  Arms  lo  subnitt  tfudera, 
they  Rhould  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mallln);  lifts  of  such  ofilcea  to  receive  notices  calling 
for  futarc  suppUes  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Construction  work,  No.  2970. — J?eale<l  proposnls  will  he  received  nt  the  office 
of  tlie  Supervising  Arcliitect.  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  March  23,  1916,  for  tlie  con.stnictloD  (except  mechanical  equipment) 
of  the  lInIto<]  States  customhouse,  appraisers'  stores,  ami  courthouse  at 
WllralDgton,  N.  C.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  appli- 
cation to  the  cuRtoflian  of  the  Bite  at  Wilmington,  or  to  the  Supervbdng 
Architect,  Washington. 

Mechanical  equipment.  No.  2971. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  SupervIsinR  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  March  23,  1910.  for  the  mechanical  equipment  (except  elevators)  and 
lighting  fixtures  of  the  United  StatCR  customhouse,  appraisers*  stores,  and 
courthouse  at  Wilmington,  N.  C.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  ob- 
tained on  application  to  the  custodian  of  the  site  at  Wilmington,  or  to  the 
Supervising  Architect,  Washington. 

Docking  and  repairing  light  vessel.  No.  2972. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  re- 
ceived by  Uie  Lighthouse  Inspector,  Boston,  Mass.,  until  February  25, 
1916,  for  docldng  and  repairing  Pollock  Rip  Light  Vessel  No.  47.  Further 
Information  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  Uie  Lighthouse  Inspector, 
Boston. 

Cojutruction  icork.  No,  2973. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  Supervlelns  ArchltPt-t,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
until  March  24,  1910,  for  the  construction  of  tlie  United  States  post  office 
at  TaylorvIIle,  III.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  ap- 
plication to  the  custodian  of  the  rtte  at  Toylorville,  or  to  the  SupervisU^g 
Architect,  Washington. 

Dental  supplies.  No.  2974. — Sealed  proposals  will  he  recelvetl  at  the  Medical 
Supply  Depot,  Unlteil  States  Army,  Fort  Mason.  San  Francisco,  CJnI., 
until  February  IS,  191G,  for  furnlsliing  and  delivering  at  Warehou  ^  "  D." 
Fort  Mason,  round  burs,  carborundum  points,  copper  allow,  oxyphos  cement, 
paper  drinking  cups,  carborundum  disks,  sIlk-eovercMl  rubber  tidilng  for 
air  compres.sor,  oxpara,  mechanical  saw  frame,  elevators,  drllLs.  sand- 
paper disks,  garnet  paper  disks,  emery  paper  disks,  cuttlefish  paper  disks, 
thin  articulating  pni>er.  imprcs.sion  inlay  wax,  pulp  preserver  and  capper, 
enamel  aseptic  tray,  fountain  cuiqiidor,  complete  dunnllglit.  dental  engine, 
foot  bellows,  glass  mixing  slab,  tripod,  and  cotton  feed  holder. 

Telloic-pine  piles.  No.  2975. — Sealeil  proposals  will  l>o  received  by  the  Light- 
house Inspector,  Now  Orleans,  1-a.,  for  furnishing  207  creosotcd  sawn 
ycllow-pliic  piles.  I-'urtlicr  Information  may  be  obtained  on  application  to 
the  IJghtliouse  Inspector,  New  Orleans. 

Construction  work.  No.  2976. — Sealed  prorwsals  will  be  recelvwl  at  the  office  of 
the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  W.ishlngton,  D.  C,  until 
March  22,  191(j.  for  the  construction  complrte  (Including  mechanical  equip- 
ment anil  approaches)  of  the  Unlteil  States  post  office  at  Aberdeen.  Wash. 
Drawings  and  specifications  may  bo  obtained  on.  application  to  the  cus- 
todian of  the  site  at  Aberdeen  or  to  th3  Supervising  Ai*chltect,  Washington. 

Batteries.  No.  2977. — Senle<l  proposals  will  he  received  nt  the  office  of  the  Signal 
Corps,  Unlteil  States  Army.  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
March  0, 1010,  for  furnishing  dry  batteries. 

Books,  No.  2978. — Realed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medical  Supply 
Depot,  United  States  Army,  543  Greenwich  Street,  New  Tork,  N.  Y.,  until 
February  21,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  114  copies  of  Wound 
Infections,  by  Ool.  Sir  Almroth  E.  Wright,  bound  In  cloth  and  stamped  In 
gold.  "  Wed.  DepL,  U.  S.  A." 
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Signal  Corp*  »upplie«.  No.  2970.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  Signal  Corps,  United  States  Army,  War  Department,  Washington, 
D.  C.t  until  March  6,  1S16,  for  furnishing  5,000  gross  assorted  screws  and 
bolts,  or  sudb  part  thereof  aa  maj  be  required  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1917,  to  be  ordered  from  time  to  time  as  the  necesaitles  of  the 
service  may  require. 

Tractors,  No.  2980. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Chief 
of  Ordnance,  United  States  Army,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  March  1,  1916, 
for  fumlahlog  and  delivering,  f.  o.  b.  train.  Fort  SUl,  Oklahoma,  five  gaso- 
line tractors  caterpillar  type.  Further  Information  may  be  obtained  on 
application  to  the  Chief  of  Ordnance,  Washington. 


CA3CFAI6N  AaAIHST  CATTLE  FABASITE  IK  USUQTJAT. 

Organized  efforts  on  an  extensive  scale  are  to  be  made  in  Uruguay 
for  the  extermination  of  the  cattle  parasite  known  as  "  garrapata. 
A  recent  decree  of  the  ministry  of  industry,  published  in  the  Diario 
Oficial,  provides  for  the  division  of  the  whole  country  into  three 
zones,  the  infected,  the  intermediate,  and  the  clean.  On\j  from  the 
dean  or  uninfected  zone  may  cattle  be  transported  freely.  The  in- 
termediate and  infected  zones  are  in  turn  divided  into  sections  or 
clas^fications,  according  to  the  extent  of  the  infectiim  and  the  neces- 
sity for  isolation,  or  treatment  of  the  cattle  by  medical  baths  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Government  veterinary  inspection  service. 


Yerba  Kate  for  Freneli  Soldiers. 

The  French  Government  has  decided  to  make  a  trial  of  yerba  mate 
for  the  soldiers  at  the  front,  according  to  a  note  in  the  South  Ameri- 
can JoumaL  Hie  Brazilian  Government  is  interested  in  having  the 
experiment  made  on  a  large  scale,  and  Uirough  the  Minister  of  Agri- 
culture it  has  asked  the  governors  of  States  to  send  5  or  10  tons 
of  yerba  mate  as  a  free  sample. 


In  answer  to  inquiries  from  the  United  States,  Consul  Wilbur  T, 
Gracey  reports  from  Seville,  Spain,  that  mattresses  are  manufac- 
tured locally  at  low  prices  from  wool  refuse,  or  kapoc,  which  is  se- 
cured in  buli  from  the  Philippine  Islands  and  other  places.  That  the 
bulky  nature  of  made  mattresses,  the  hich  cost  of  ireight  from  the 
United  States,  the  lack  of  sufiScient  fr^gnt  facilities,  and  the  higher 
cost  of  mattresses  in  the  United  States,  make  it  appear  doubtful  that 
trade  could  be  secured  in  this  line. 


District  Offices  of  the  Bnrean  of  Fore^  and  Somestio  Commerce^ 

Vew  Tork,  Boom  409  United  States  Cnstomhoase ;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
Vnited  States  Cnstomhonse;  Chicago,  S04  Federal  Buildiag;  St.  lonis,  402  Third 
Vational  Bank- Building;  Atlanta,  621  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020 
Hibernia  Bank  Bnildlng;  San  Francisco,  306  United  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
922  Alaska  Building.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commeroe; 
3>etrolt,  Board  of  Commerce;  Fhiladelphia,  Chamber  of  Gommeroe;  Davenport 
(Iowa),  Conunerelal  Clab, 
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FOREIGN  TBABE  OPPOBTUHITIKS. 

Reserved  addresses  mny  bp  obfalned  tvom  the  Bnrenn  and  dlntrtet  ofllees.  Rcqnert 
for  cadi  opportumty  should  be  on  a  Beparate  sheet  and  the  llle  n amber  given. 

Enamel  ware,  clocka,  brwthea,  gltigaware,  and  toys.  No.  20139. — A  firm  In  tbe 
Unltetl  Kingdom  writes  that  It  desires  to  purchase  houRehoId  enamel  ^var^ 
cloclcs,  bruslies,  glassware,  and  toys.  Quotations  sliould  be  mode  c.  L  t 
Liverpool  or  Glasgow.   Catalogues  and  full  Information  sliould  be  sent 

"Wearing  apparel,  etc.,  No.  20140. — An  At^ntlne  bufilness  man  who  Is  now  In  tbe 
United  States  informs  n  comnipivfal  agent  of  the  Bureau  that  he  desires  to 
represent  American  manufacturers  of  underwear,  gloves,  bathing  suite, 
sweaters,  hosiery,  millinery  supplies,  leath^  goods,  household  articles,  etc 

Copper  svlpluite.  No.  20141. — A  firm  In  the  United  States  writes  that  its  corre- 
spondent in  Portugal  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers 
and  exiwrters  of  copper  sutpbate,  with  a  view  to  establishing  agency  con- 
nections. 

Agate,  No.  20142. — A  firm  in  Canada  writes  that  It  desires  to  be  placed  In  toucb 
with  American  producers  and  exporters  of  cut  agate  for  scales. 

Bhtriingt,  No.  20143. — ^An  American  consmlnr  officer  In  Tndia  writes  that  a  firm 
In  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturmi  of 
cotton  gray  nhirtlngs.  Samples,  prices,  discounts,  and  full  tnformatlta 
should  be  sent   Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Textile  and  agricultural  machinery.  No.  20144. — TJie  commercial  attach^  of  tbe 
Department  of  Coramorce  In  France  reports  that  a  man  In  that  country 
desires  to  represent  American  manufaotnrm  of  t«ttlle  and  agrlcnltural. 
machinery.  It  Is  stated  that  the  man  will  jmy  In  ad\*nnee.  In  whole  or  In 
part,  for  macblno?  distributed  through  his  organization. 

Bicycica  and  acccsaorict.  No.  20145. — An  American  consular  officer  in  India 
reports  that  a  flnn  In  his  <li8trict  desires  to  be  placed  in  toucb  with 
American  manufacturers  of  bicj'cles  and  accesswies. 

Sot  water  heating  plant.  No.  20140. — An  American  consular  officer  In  South 
America  reports  that  a  hot  water  heating  plant  will  soon  be  Installed  In  a 
municipal  building  in  bis  district.  Blue  prints  and  specifications  may  be 
examined  on  application  to  tlte  Uurean  or  its  district  offices.  (Refer  to  file 
No.  72204.)    Correspondence  should  be  In  Spanlsli. 

Olaaa  and  glaaamarc.  No.  20147. — Tlie  commerclai  attaclifi  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce  in  France  reports  that  n  firm  In  the  Mediterranean  district 
desires  to  represent  Aniet-lcan  man u facta i-era  of  window  glass  and  all  kinds 
of  glassware.  It  is  stated  that  cash  will  i*  paid  against  shipping  d<KTi- 
ments  at  destination.  (Juotiitlons  are  deslreil  c.  i.  f.  destination,  for  ship- 
ment from  New  York  on  a  through  IjIII  of  lading  with  transshipment  at 
either  Genoa  or  Naples. 

ToMcco,  No.  201-18. — An  American  consular  offloer  in  Portugal  wTltes  that  a 
man  in  hia  district  Is  In  the  market  for  Kciit\ic!i.v  t<»lincco,  to  l>e  sidpped  to 
I'ortn^juese  West  Africa  In  hales  of  about  r>0  kilos  (about  110.231  iw>unds). 
The  leaves  should  be  about  10  Inches  long  and  tle<1  In  snmli  bundles  of 
about  one-quarter  imund  each.  It  Is  stntetl  that  half  n  ton  will  Iw  onlered 
Immcdiatoiy,  followeil  by  monthly  orders  for  400  kilos  (881.84S  pounds). 
Correspondence  may  be  In  l<3ng1ish. 

Braaa  tuhrs  fnr  sugar  n-finivg  macliinrrii,  etc..  No.  20149. — .\  commercial  aseat 
of  tbe  Barean  ivports  that  a  rcnre.'H?ntatIve  of  a  firm  In  Argentina,  now 
in  the  United  States,  desires  to  secure  a  large  quantity  of  brass  tubes  for 
sugar  refilling  machinery,  and  steel  ball  bearings. 

Cotton  slirrta.  No.  20150.— .\  man  In  C^nnnda  Informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  be  desires  to  be  plactnl  In  tonHi  with  American  nianufactnrers 
and  CTqtortors  of  cotton  sheets.  It  Is  stated  that  tbe  man  is  in  a  posItlOT 
to  order  from  $5,000  to  ?15,000  worth  of  these  goods  per  anoum. 

WASSIN'OTON  ;  COTSnXllKiT  PKINTHrO  OWICSI  !«•■ 
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SEGonrAGE  OP  m.TEB  iH  imnaiTAY. 

A  law  authorizing  the  national  bank  of  Uruguay  to  recoin  old 
silver  pieces  to  the  value  of  5,000,000  pesos  ($5,170,000)  was  pro- 
mulgated January  10,  IdlG,  in  the  Diano  Oficial  [see  proposed  law 
in  Commerce  Reports  for  Dec.  21,  1915].  The  new  coins  will  be 
of  one  peso  ($1,034)  and  one-half  peso,  and  the  bank  is  authorized 
to  coin  smaller  denominations  also  if  it  considers  this  necessary. 
Silver  pieces  of  the  coinages  of  1877,  1893.  and  1895  are  to  he  retired 
from  circulation  within  three  months,  and  at  the  end  of  this  period 
they  will  no  longer  be  considei*ed  legal  tender,  though  thev  will  be 
accepted  in  exchange  for  new  coins  for  three  months  more.  The  prof- 
its on  the  coinage  are  to  be  used  by  the  Uruguayan  Government  in 
making  new  roads,  in  the  instruction  of  jails,  police  stations,  and  a 
tax  office. 

SHAD  AKD  ALEWXFE  INDUSTBT  OF  CHESAPEAKE  BAT. 

Statistics  issued  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries  show 
that  in  the  shad  and  alewife  industry  of  Chesapeake  Bay  and  tribu- 
taries  during  1915.  the  product  consisted  of  G,108,669  pounds  of  shad, 
valued  at  $849,527,  and  28.021,710  pounds  of  alewives,  valued  at 
$297,729.  The  figures  for  1909  were  0,282.888  pounds  of  shad,  valued 
at  $761,205,  and  51,425^00  pounds  of  alewives,  valued  at  $283,874. 


American  Oil-WcU  Uachinery  for  Bnssia. 

Consul  F.  Willoughby  Smith,  at  Batum,  reports  that  American 
rotary  drilling  is  being  viewed  with  increased  favor  at  Baku,  orders 
for  19  complete  rotarv-drilling  outfits  having  been  placed  in  the 
United  States  during  the  last  quarter  of  1915. 

The  level  of  prices  paid  producers  of  the  United  States  for  the 
l>rincipal  crops  inci-eascd  about  8.4  per  cent  during  January;  in  the 
past  8  years  the  price  level  increased  about  3.3  per  cent  during  Jan- 
tiaiy,  according  to  the  ITnlted  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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OFHCZAL  FORECAST  OF  IBBIA'S  CKOF  AOBIiAGE. 

Based  on  reports  received  from  Provinces  that  contain  99  per  cent 
of  the  total  area  under  lice  in  British  India,  the  second  official  fore- 
cast of  the  1915-16  crop,  as  published  in  the  Indian  Trade  Journal, 
places  the  area  at  76,027,000  acres,  as  against  75,214,000  acres  (the 
revised  figure)  at  the  corresponding  date  a  year  ago,  or  an  increase 
of  1  per  cent.  As  compared  with  the  area  reported  in  the  final  fore- 
cast last  year  (76,181,000  acres),  the  present  estimate  falls  short  by 
only  15i,000  acres. 

The  first  official  forecast  of  the  1915-16  wheat  crop,  based  on 
reports  covering  98.5  per  cent  of  the  total  wheat  acreage  of  Indian 
shows  the  area  so  far  sown  to  be  28,244,000  acres,  as  against  29,752,000 
acres  (the  revised  figure)  for  the  same  tracts  at  the  corresponding 
date  of  the  previous  year — a  decrease  of  1,508,000  acres,  or  5  per  cent. 

With  respect  to  the  winter  oilseed  crop  the  Indian  Trade  Journal 
states  that  its  figures  are  based  on  reporte  received  from  those  Prov- 
inces where  rape,  mustard,  and  linseed  are  grown  to  a  considerable 
extent.  Thefe  Provinces  contain  99^  per  cent  of  the  total  area  under 
rape  and  mustard  and  98.9  per  cent  of  the  total  linseed  area  in  Britidi 
India.  The  total  estimatea  area  under  rape  and  mustard  is  3,560,400 
acres  (excluding  the  mixed  crop  of  the  United  Provinces) ;  at  the 
corresponding  date  of  the  previous  season  the  acreage  was  estimated 
at  3,793,600.  For  linseed  the  official  estimate  is  2,705,700  acres  (like- 
wise exclusive  of  the  mixed  crop  of  the  United  Provinces),  againrt 
2,459,600  acres  a  year  ago. 


BBAZn  HAS  FLENnFUL  S1TFFLT  OF  KAVOBOVE  TREES. 

Kecent  interest  in  the  possibility  of  obtaining  mangrove  bark  from 
South  American  sources  has  brought  a  report  of  a  plentiful  supply 
in  the  vicinity  of  Bahia,  Brazil.  Consul  Robert  Frazer,  jr.,  states 
that  notwithstanding  this  abundance,  no  estimate  can  be  given  as  to 
the  price  for  which  it  could  be  obtained,  because  no  work  is  being 
done  there  in  its  collection  or  sale.  Some  hide  dealers  in  Bahia 
who  have  had  experience  in  tanning,  although  with  "angico"  bark, 
suggest  that  in  view  of  present  freight  rates  it  would  be  advisable 
to  extract  the  tannin  in  Brazil  and  exnort  that  product,  although 
no  one  now  in  Bahia  is  known  to  have  nad  the  requisite  experience 
for  undertaking  the  work. 

[Reports  from  other  sectioos  of  South  America  on  possibtlitles  in  mangrove 
bark  were  publlsUed  la  Coumebcb  Repobts  for  Feb.  12, 1916,1 


SEA  BATHS  AT  GHIIEAN  POBT. 

The  port  of  San  Antonio,  which  is  35  miles  south  of  Valparaiso  on 
the  coast  of  Chile  and  about  the  same  distance  west  of  Santiago,  is 
to  have  new  establishments  for  public  sea  baths,  according  to  a  con- 
cession recently  published  in  the  Diario  Oficial.  Cables  and  life-sav- 
ing apparatus  will  be  provided  for  sea  bathers,  and  hot  and  cold 
sea-water  baths  will  be  offered  at  reasonable  rates  in  the  neir  bath^ 
houses. 
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AHEKICAN-EUSSIAK  CHAMBER  OF  COHUEBCE. 

Throngh  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Alexander  V.  Behr,  vice  president  of 
the  Russian-American  Chamber  of  Comerce  of  Moscow,  tliere  has 
been  formed  in  New  York  an  American- Russian  Chamber  of  Ccm- 
merce,  the  purpose  of  which,  according  to  the  constitution  piH>lished 
in  the  Russian -American  Journal  of  Commerce,  is  "  to  encourage  and 

S remote  the  economic,  commercial,  and  industrial  relations  between 
Lnssia  and  the  United  States  of  North  America."  The  American- 
Russinn  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Kew  York  and  the  Russian- 
American  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Moscow,  each  in  its  own  country, 
will  be  the  sole  representative  of  the  other. 

For  the  attainment  of  the  object  of  the  organization,  the  American- 
Bussian  Chamber  of  Commerce  will  cooperate  with  the  Russian- 
American  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Moscow  in  the  interchange  of 
information;  render  assistance  to  its  members  and  to  all  who  may 
be  entitled  to  its  cooperation ;  assist  in  or^nizins  agencies  for  hnn- 
dling  and  financing  direct  busineBs  negotiations  between  the  United 
States  and  Russia;  protect  the  interests  of  the  United  States  and 
Russia  in  all  matters  commercial  and  industrial;  collect,  issue,  and 
distribute  for  the  benefit  of  its  members,  statistical  reports  and  other 
infonnation  relating  to  trade,  industry,  and  finance;  appear,  when 
invited  to  do  so  in  a  representative  capacity,  at  Government,  State, 
or  municipal  conferences  held  in  connection  with  questions  of  trade, 
commerce,  or  transportation ;  and  facilitate  the  interchange  of  opin- 
ions regarding  trade  and  industry  that  may  arise  between  the  mem- 
bers of  the  chamber  and  other  persons  interested.  The  first  president 
of  the  organization  is  Mr.  Charles  H.  Boynton,  a  member  of  the  New 
York  Stock  Exchange. 

■   FEAT  FEBTTXTgE'ft  FOA  UAHCHESTEB^  WASTE  LAKDS. 

[Consul  Ross  E.  Ilola^ny,  Mnncbester.  Enclnnd,  Jan.  14.] 

According  to  the  Manchester  Guardian,  Prof.  Bottomley,  of 
King's  College,  London,  has  offered  to  the  city  of  Manchester  a  free 
license  for  the  preparation  of  the  bacterized  peat  fertilizer  [articles 
concerning  which  appeared  in  Commerce  Reports  for  Nov.  27,  1915, 
and  Feb.  12,  191G]  during  the  period  of  the  war.  He  also  offered 
to  provide  the  necessary  cultures  of  bacteria  for  the  accomplishment 
of  the  work,  provided' that  the  Manchester  Corporation  undertake 
the  preparation  of  the  fertilizer  within  three  months  and  in  specified 
quantities.  Manchester  owns  extensive  peat  lands  and  also  waste 
lands  that  could  be  fertilized.  The  acceptance  of  Prof.  Bottomley'S 
offer  depends  upon  the  reports  of  several  Corporation  committees. 

NnmberB  and  Signal  Letters  Awarded  Ships. 

Among  the  merchant  vessels  to  which  official  numbers  and  signal 
letters  were  awarded  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Navigation 
during  the  week  ended  February  12,  191C,  was  the  steam  screw  vessel 
Texasj  No.  213878,  signal  letters  LFSD,  tonnage  6,678  gross  and 
5,045  net,  completed  m  1916  at  Quincy,  Mass.,  home  port,  Port 
Arthur.  Signal  letters  were  awarded  to  the  following  steamers: 
I4FRV,  Admiral  Sebree,  formerly  steamer  Ogdenshurg;  LFRW, 
Admiral  Clark,  formerly  steamer  Rutland, 
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FOBXATIOK  OP  FREHCH  EXFOBT  ASSOCIATIOH. 

tComnoerclal  Attach^  C.  W.  A.  Vedlti,  Paris,  Jan.  11.] 

The  Union  Nationale  pour  I'Exportation  des  Produits  Fran^ais  et 
I'lmportation  des  Matieres  Necessaires  h.  Tlndustrie  (National  Union 
for  the  Exportation  of  French  Products  and  the  Importation  of 
Raw  Materials  Necessary  for  French  Industry)  was  founded  on 
April  27,  1915.  Among  the  objects  of  the  association  are  announced 
(1)  grouping  French  concerns  interested  in  exporting,  so  as  to  enable 
them  to  concentrate  their  efforts  to  win  foreign  markets;  (2)  seeking 
the  markets  that  can  be  supplied  the  products  of  French  industry ; 
(8)  establishins  a  permanent  service  of  investigation  into  the  nature, 
quality,  and  value  of  articles  consumed  abroad  and  the  conditions  of. 
purchase  and  shipment  of  raw  materials  necessary  for  French  indus* 
try,  and  of  information  with  regard  to  delivered  costs  and  freight 
and  exchange  rates;  (4)  collecting  all  ofiicial  and  private  documents 
of  interest  to  the  association  and  bringing  them  to  its  attention  by  all 
possible  means — through  a  periodical  publication,  if  that  is  deemed 
advisable;  (5)  urging  upon  Governments,  parliaments,  and  adminis- 
trations the  preparation  or  revision  of  commercial  treaties  and  of 
tariff,  postal,  and  transportation  agreements;  and  (6)  cooperating 
with  the  National  Office  of  Foreign  Commerce,  the  Colonial  Office, 
and  other  official  and  private  organizations  that  are  interested  in 
industry  and  commerce  m  France  and  other  countries. 

The  Union  works  by  means  of  export  groups  covering  North 
America,  South  America,  the  Far  East,  Africa,  Egypt,  Asia  Minor, 
and  the  Balkans;  and  countries  of  the  North.  The  funds  are  de- 
rived in  part  from  subsidies  granted  by  the  National  Government, 
the  Departments,  and  the  communes.  The  president  is  M.  Baoul 
Peret,  xormer  Minister  of  Commerce. 

COin)£iraEI^HII.E  TRADE  HAS  BATIB  GROWTH. 

A  large  increase  in  American  exports  of  condensed  milk,  and 
greater  American  purchases  of  the  same  commodity  from  Europe, 
appear  as  important  facts  in  the  figures  for  1915.  The  additions  to 
the  export  trade  are  much  the  greater,  but  the  growth  in  imports  has 
attracted  more  attention. 

The  condensed-milk  exports  amounted  to  76,000,000  pounds,  valued 
at  $6^0,000,  according  to  figures  obtained  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  and  the  bulk  of  these  exports  went  to 
Europe.  The  value  of  condensed  milk  sold  abroad  has  usually  varied 
between  $1,000,000  and  $2,000,000,  with  Cuba,  Panama,  China,  and 
Mexico  as  the  best  customera 

Italy's  recent  participation  in  American  trade  has  caused  some 
comment,  but  the  fact  that  the  Netherlands  and  Switzerland  sold 
much  larger  quantities  of  milk  in  the  United  States  in  1915  than 
ever  before  is  considered  more  remarkable,  for  these  two  countries 
have  access  to  practically  all  markets  in  Europe.  The  total  imports 
into  the  United  States  from  all  countries  in  1915  were  valued  at  prac- 
ticallv  ^,000,000.  and  although  Canada  furnished  more  than  half, 
the  Netherlands  did  a  business  approximating  $800,000^  as  against 
less  than  $300,000  the  year  previous.  Switzerland  now  is  selling  to 
us  at  the  rate  of  $250,000  a  year ;  formerly  very  little  milk  came  nom 
that  country. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMEBCE  BEPOBTS.  645 

TKASE  FBOUOTION  FOE  NOKTH  COAST  OF  HOin)UEAS. 

[Conml  Fninelfl  J.  Dyer,  Ceiba,  F»b.  3.) 

The  principal  business  interests  of  Ceiba  hare  united  in  the  or- 
ganization or  the  Camera  de  Comercio  de  la  Ceiba,  and  official  notice 
of  this  action  has  been  promulgated.  The  papers  have  been  for- 
warded to  Tegucigalpa  for  the  necessai-y  ratification  by  Congress. 
The  officers  chosen  are:  President,  Theodore  Castaing;  vice  presi- 
dent, C.  O.  Nini;  directors,  A.  Villasmil,  A.  Moises;  treasurer,  A. 
Cozzarelli;  secretary,  J.  Hinestroza;  subsecretary,  Vigil  Vega. 

The  stated  objects  of  this  organization  are  to  embrace  all  of  the 
leading  commercial  interests  of  the  north  coast  of  Honduras,  with 
the  broad  purpose  of  promoting  friendly  relations  between  the 
various  communities  and  the  members  of  the  chamber;  to  work  for 
the  development  of  agi-iculture  and  the  opening  up  of  roads  and 
means  of  communication  between  Ceiba  and  neighboring  communi- 
ties, which  are  now  almost  entirely  cut  off  from  communication  with 
it;  and  in  general,  to  work  for  the  development  of  the  resources  of 
the  north  coast  and  the  facilitation  of  the  processes  of  ti-ade. 
Tnuisportation  Bates  Considered  Excessive. 

One  important  field  that  is  open  to  an  organization  of  this  kind  is 
that  of  undertaking  enterprises  of  importance  to  the  business  com- 
munity that  could  not  be  successfully  launched  by  the  individual 
merchants.  Rail  and  steamship  transportation  here,  for  instance, 
is  under  a  virtual  monopoly,  and  protests  have  been  made  against  the 
rates  charged  as  excessive.  A  new  advance  in  rates  between  this 
port  and  New  Orleans  has  very  recently  been  put  into  effect,  and 
the  local  merchants  are  quite  seriously  contemplating  the  organiza- 
tion of  an  independent  steamship  line.  They  believe  that  with 
$200,000  they  can  buy  and  operate  a  steam  schooner  of,  say.  800  tons, 
and  that  business  interests  at  Puerto  Cortes,  Puerto  Barrios,  perhaps 
Tela,  Colorado,  Truxillo,  and  other  places,  would  gladly  join 
with  the  merchants  of  Ceiba  in  financing  such  an  independent  fine, 
which  could  be  assured  of  return  cargoes  of  bananas  and  other  local 
products  to  New  Orleans. 

Business  men  of  the  United  States  may  be  interested  to  know  that 
this  commerce  body  at  Ceiba  is  modeled  upon  the  Association  of 
Commerce  of  New  Orleans. 


VTILIZATION  OF  SLAUOHTEEHOUSE  OFFAL. 

[Consul  Fmnk  W.  Mahln,  Amsterdam,  Netberlands,  Jnn.  18.] 

A  meeting  was  held  at  Utrecht  under  the  auspices  of  the  General 
Netherlands  Butchers'  Union  to  consider  measures  for  the  utilizing 
of  the  remnants  and  refuse  of  slaughterhouses.  An  expert  on  the 
subject  gave  an  exposition  of  the  many  useful  substances  which 
might  be  produced  from  such  refuse,  with  the  methods  of  produc- 
tion. 

The  meeting  revived  to  form  a  cooperative  organization  for  the 
transmutation  of  slaughterhouse  ofifal  into  usefm  products,  which 
would  eventually  be  marketed. 

It  would  appear  that  much  of  this  offal  hitherto  has  been  wasted 
for  lack  of  unity  of  effoit  and  purpose  in  converting  it  into  some- 
thing nsefuL 
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AHiXTSIS  OF  FOBEZGV  COXHERCE  FOB  DEGEKBEB. 

The  usual  monthly  statement  of  the  forei^  trade  of  the  United 
States  has  just  been  completed  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce,  Department  of  Commerce.  The  imports  and  exports  by 
^reat  groups  during  the  month  of  December  ana  the  12  months  ena- 
ing  with  December  are  presented  in  the  following  statement : 


Oroaps. 

Month  of  December— 

13  months  ending  w ith  De- 
cember— 

IBU 

1914 

IBIS 

turoRTS. 

FondMufli  Id  crude  coodltioii  and  food  animals  

IfsoafactnTM  for  tiutber  use  In  manubictiiTing  

tloniibotuns  reftdy  lor  consiunptlon  .........  i. 

no  1  n  IA1 
WlVf  1  /A,  101 

31,637,<»0 
16,628,796 
25,851,859 
27,139,5U 
1,501,020 

m^A  100  fkA'y 

17,954,301 
16,394,017 
15,746,403 
28.422,383 
l,950,Sa> 

«0W>,  000,  rOO 
242,004,777 
273,245,831 
260,978,870 
203,017,691 
13,560,754 

234,725,244 
266,1X3,300 
Z7S.58S.0W 
407.047, 5» 
17,U4,UI 

Totai  Imports  I.............. 

BXP0BT9. 

Crude  mnterbils  for  uae  in  mBnnfactnrln?  

Foodstuftn  in  crude  condition  and  food  anlmala... 

Uantilactureit  (or  further  use  tn  manufacturlns. . . 

171,833,605 

114,656,545 

1,778. 9B6,eas 

l,7»,ZHI,aBl 

47,225,828 
26,821,043 
U,  948, 443 
53,663.063 
101,176,58.^ 
8,«8,407 

57,111,046 
51.630,000 
37, 70S. 166 
28,853,323 
66,126.774 
0,3%,  826 

666.807,053 
404.863,180 
607,092.522 
468,650,082 
1,315,142,894 
123,850,367 

490,496,V4t 

275.375,in0 
306,853,353 
344,0S3,SH 
621^00»,67S 
23,53».34l 

Totel  domestic  exports  

Vonlgn  mercbaodlie  ezpwtod  

353.774,369 
6,532,223 

340,644,206 
4,088,363 

3,466,015.968 
91,461,384 

2,071,0BT.744 
43, 666,306 

359,306,403 

245,682,558 

3,547,480,373 

3,113,«M,(Kl 

The  increase  in  the  exports  for  the  12  months  ended  Decembefi 
1915,  in  the  item  miscellaneous  to  a  total  of  $122,850,357  arises  from 
tiie  exportation  of  horses  in  that  period  to  the  value  of  $94,827,171, 
of  mules  to  the  value  of  $23,825,924,  and  of  seeds  valued  at  $3,865,210. 

Imports  and  Exports  by  Grand  DivlsloiiB  and  Countries. 

The  total  values  of  merchandise  imported  from  and  exported  to 
each  of  the  principal  countries  during  December,  1915,  and  the  13 
months  ended  with  December,  compared  with  corresponding  periods 
of  the  preceding  year  follow : 


Orand  division  and  country. 


IMPOBTS  TBOll— 

Orand  divisions: 

Europe  

Morlh  AtnoriCR  

toutti  America  

Asia  ,  

Oceania  

Alrico  


Total. 


Prinolpat  countries; 
A  us 'ria- Hungary. 

Bel);ium  

France  

Germany  


Italy  .. 
NeUMrlanda. 


If  ontb  ol  December— 


1916 


164.174,173 

37.435,522 
33,(W2.7tfl 
34,000,601 
7,3l.i.T7J 
5.193,r.S4 


171,832,505 


230.654 
139,864 
9.063.401 
1,660,610 
4,454.36t 


1914 


»4, 955, 265 
28.600.317 
17.373.868 
18,77tl.l9S 
2,763,336 
2, 128.664 


114,066,545 


1,226,104 
396.676 
6,035,617 
8,030,428 
4,075.  S23 

3,on,au  I 


13  months  ended  with 
Daoember~ 


ins 


1546. 3S2. 567 
500.458,281 
323. 2S2, 1.S9 
305.523.801 
60,341,376 
34.638,491 


1,778,696,695 


6,324.760 
3.626.440 
77,918,768 
44,963.385 
U,U8,78S 


1914 


l783,S17.m 
441. 400. 7S 
239.530,371 
206,864.038 
48.313.381 

I9.a60,«n 


l,78»,27>,0ltt 
15.6SS.MI 

ao,w,a> 

Ut.  315.131 
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Onod  dlvtafon  and  ooimtnr. 


mroan  noH—contlaiwi. 

ntndpal  eoontrles— Contlntisd. 

Norway  

Ruv«jK  ki  Bnr^M.  

Spatn  

Bweden.  

Swiinrland  

United  Ktnsdrai  

Ouud*  

ll«ico  

Cuba  

Arr«t)iiiw  

BrtxU  

Chflo  

China  

Britista  East  Indian  

Jap  m  

Au-:lralla  and  Maw  Zealand  

FttUlpplne  Lilands.  

Kffi*:.  

XtPfMHS  TO— 

flrsod  diTfeloDs: 

EuTcme  

North  America  

South  Amerlu.  

Asia.  

Ooeanla  

Alrtaft  


TottJ  

prtDotpal  eountrios: 

AiKtria-Uunguy  

Deldum  

Penmark  

Fraoce  

Gernuny  

Oreeee  

ItoJy   

Nethorlaods  

Norway  

Ronfa  io  Eoropo  

tpahi  

Sweden   

United  Ktagdom  

Canada  

Cecral  America  

Mexico  

Oaba  

Armntlna  

Brazil  

ChUe   ... 

China  

British  East  IndlM  

Japan  

Russia  In  A.sta  

AusUnlunnd  NewZaaland. 

PtiUippfne  litandi  

Britt^Abiaa  


Ifonth  of  Deoembv^ 


l4M.t33 

396. 121 
2.0S3.K52 

1.914,302 
77.103,482 
17.017.319 

fl.im.8SI 

lO.SM.ani 

13.773.W8 

7.002. 1»t 
U.  208.306 
LI. 231. 676 
4,033.119 
2.346.M4 
3.377,787 


3M.422.M1 
CO. 242. 338 
14.C49.H0O 
17.313.370 
9.34e.US 
6.332,  IM) 


SG9.306.«3  145.632. 658 


UU 


393n,790 
7.448 
I. 645. 277 

2. 271.. 'to 
14,937,749 
12.875,747 
6.3S6.M9 
6.MD.772 
2.^70,991 
9.330.331 
1.056.  W7 
2.471.531 
V.  748,008 
7,006.092 
710.563 
1.882.237 
1.83S.52I 


190,20l.:t30 
31,904.4GH 
6.371. X37 
10.676.473 
G.8S7.373 
l.mi.077 


2.433.720 
6.170.443 
48.210.  IH 


2. 170.319 
22,312,100 
10.340.043 

4,fta7.0fl 
23,03<t.325 

3,091,451 

0.  302.078 
125,653.324 
3U.MI.885 

3,(}98.li2l 
4.4«3.53S 
11.920.S3i 

2.9b«.iG5 

i.im.m 

1.  MH.709 
1.919.531 
5. 147.965 
fl.892.ffi4 
3.817.101 
1.4ti0.iai 
3.090.971 


2.  TOO 
75.0, 2W 
P.  aw.  027 
37,S8.^,li79 
2.194.035 
2.540.807 
26. 1(12.  (iSS 
13.427.7M 
3.04tS.908 
479.429 
4,056.63.) 
7.990.430 
83.!<63.Z54 
18.37D.707 
2.431.271 
2,364.5St{ 
6,kU).32G 
1.621,348 
1.01.998 
295.  L7S 
8.16.242 
1.206,K30 
G. 008. 191 
2.431.198 
4.138.413 
l.ttW.MTO 
1.079.488 


13  months  ended  with 
December— 


1916 


t0,Bfi2.14S 
2.431.222 
18.602.123 
11.373.679 
10,900,191 
258.205,863 
177.694,210 
B3.551.9?I3 
197,648. 1«1 
94.077  .ft44 
130.099.305 
37.284.043 
63.155.4S7 
119.397,1a* 
108.315.164 
35.044.484 
32. 859.  (113 

ao.8S9.m 


2.5fl5,(WO,2ra 
557,794.018 
146. 338. m 
150.1131.04% 
91.439.976 
37.213. a04 


1.547.480.373 


v. 

Ti 
499 
II 
27 
270 
143 
46 
127 
45. 
84. 
1,1KI. 
344. 
30. 
41, 
06. 
62. 
34 
17 
19 
20 
46 
44 
(« 
26 
24 


104.525 
161.288 
111.7^>3 
941.440 
788.852 

m.m 

608.448 
l.*!  1.040 
871,914 
0(J3.(W0 
712.681 
800.769 
609.781 
988.827 
640. I0« 
071.140 
113.  (i52 
8)*3.035 
t«^.5^0 
HW.Oll 
752.834 
944.9S-t 
742. 5(» 
■<3().876 
997.338 
379.901 
.717,713 


1914 


sii.m.Tss 

13,306.334 
22.041. OOS 
11.716.316 
21.613.025 

287.3'.tl.4l3 

164. 03 L 910 
80.280. 980 

146.844.676 
66.274.246 
tt6.0n0.623 
24.238.713 
37.308.939 
08.659.394 

105,606.262 
23.369,244 
33.611,809 
U.041,933 


1,330,395.910 
481,6^,221 
B1.013.3:i9 
90. 183.310 
7T,3US.U1 
36,333.823 


2.113.H24.mO 


13.mi  195 
34.771.023 
41,946,344 
170,101.011 
168.294.986 
8. 796, 142 
97,932.200 
100,743,893 
19,036.207 
22.200.003 
27.815.504 
00.961. 285 
699.812.205 
310.616.232 
86.871.431 
33. 21-1.661 
67.877,383 
27.127,868 
23,276.894 
13.627.618 
20.307.701 
14.499.189 
41.750.979 
5.690.275 
63.153,113 
22.797,400 
15.045,333 


THE  lEISH  FIAX  CEOP. 

With  reference  to  the  official  report  on  last  season's  flax  crop  in 
Ireland  it  is  worth  noting,  states  the  Textile  Mercury  (Manchester, 
England),  that  the  average  production  of  filler,  working  out  at  407.4 
pounds  per  statute  acre,  as  compai'ed  with  369.6  pounds  in  1914,  was 
36.4  pounds  below  the  average  for  the  10  yeara  1905-1914. 

The  total  flax  crop  of  Ireland  in  1915  is  estimated  at  2,164,774 
pounds,  as  against  1,820,179  pounds  in  1914,  an  increase  of  344,594 
pounds,  while  the  area  showed  an  increase  of  4,890  acres,  from  49,253 
to  54,148  acres. 
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FABX-SEED  SmfATIOir  IN  CAHAI^A. 

{Consul  Felli  S.  S.  Jobosoo,  KlngBton,  Ontario,  Feb.  7.] 

In  Canada  the  price  of  seeds  will  be  highsr  this  ^ear  than  last 
The  most  notable  advance  has  been  in  red  clover,  which  is  $5  to  $7 
per  hundredweight.  White  clover  is  also  high,  but  alsike  and  tim- 
othy cost  about  the  same  as  in  1915.  Turnip  seed  will  be  much 
higher,  carrot  a  little  higher,  but  beet  and  mangold  seed  will  not 
be  above  the  1915  figures.  There  is,  however,  a  marked  rise  in  wax 
beans.  These  are  scarce,  owin^  to  the  wet  weather  that  prevailed 
last  year,  and  prices  are  very  high;  in  fact,  seed  houses  find  it  very 
difiScult  to  quote  at  the  present  time.  A  better  idea  of  the  seed  situa- 
tion in  Canada  will  be  obtained  by  discussing  each  of  the  most 
important  seeds  separately: 

Red  clover  is  much  higher  than  a  year  ago  and  likely  to  remain 
so,  owing  to  the  short  crof)  in  Canada.  There  was  only  a  fair  crop 
in  the  United  States,  but  the  duty,  which  includes  a  7^  war  tax, 
means  that  it  is  costing  about  $4  per  hundredweight  to  bring  red 
clover  into  Canada.  7  he  cause  of  the  short  crop  in  Canada  was 
the  wet  weather  in  August  and  September  last,  resulting  in  anall 
quantities  of  real  No.  1  Government  standard  seed.  The  price  of 
this  rules  around  $26.50  to  $28  per  hundredweight.  There  is,  how- 
ever, a  fair  quantity  of  No.  3  grade  at  $23.50  to  $24.  A  year  ago 
No.  1  could  be  bought  for  $21  to  $21.50  and  No.  3  for  considerably 
less  than  that.  Red  clover  comes  from  the  United  States,  England, 
France,  and  Italy. 

There  is  not  a  great  deal  of  difference  between  the  prices  of  alsike 
this  year  and  la^.  Supplies  are  fair  and  probably  a  little  larger 
than  a  year  ago,  but  there  is  not  a  great  deal  of  No.  1  seed.  No.  1  will 
sell  this  year  at  $22  to  $24,  No.  2  at  $18  to  $19,  per  hundredweight 

Higher  Prices  for  Hany  Varieties. 

Prices  in  timothy  this  vear  will  be  about  normal,  No.  1  being  $12 
to  $14.50  per  hundfredwelght  to  the  trade,  No.  2  $10  to  $11.50,  and 
No.  3  $7. 

White  clover  is  considerably  above  1915  prices,  the  range  being 
25  to  64  cents  per  pound.  No.  1  white  clover  will  probably  bring 
the  latter  price  and  No.  3  the  former,  with  No.  2  at  38  cents  per 
pound;  last  year  No.  1  was  45  cents.  Shortage  in  stocks  is  the 
cause.  Prior  to  the  war  importation  was  made  irom  Germany. 

Turnip  seed  will  be  very  much  higher  this  year  than  last  <m  account 
of  short  crops  in  England;  prices,  in  fact,  will  be  from  50  to  75  cents 
per  hundreaweight  above  tnose  of  a  year  ago.  This  year's  turnip 
seed  will  sell  at  30  cents  a  pound  to  the  trade. 

Beets  will  range  about  the  same  as  a  year  ago  at  70  cents  a  pound. 

Table-carrot  seed  will  be  a  little  higher  this  year,  probably  about 
25  per  cent.  The  price  will  be  $1.30  per  pound.  There  will  be  a 
difference  in  the  price  of  field  carrots,  wnich  will  bring  about  S4  cents 
a  pound  in  bulk. 

Apparently  the  war  has  had  little  effect  on  the  continental  sup- 
plies of  mangold  available  for  export.  Prices  will  range  from  18  to 
20  cents  a  pound. 

Wax  beans,  as  already  stated,  are  very  scarce  and  prices  high. 
Not  only  have  merchants  had  to  pay  a  great  deal  more  per  bucuel 
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this  year,  but  they  have  ftlso  fotmd  it  impossible  to  get  anywhere  near 

the  quantities  contracted  for. 

Garden  seeds  (lettuce,  tomato,  etc.)  will  show  verv  little  change. 
Flower  seeds  will  be  about  the  same;  the  source  of  supply  is  the 
United  States,  England,  France,  and  Holland. 

Canada's  Imports  Xast  Tear. 

In  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1915,  Canada  imported  over 
$2,400,000  worth  of  field  seeds,  the  chief  varieties  and  the  countries 
that  furnished  them  being  ^own  in  the  f oUowii^  table : 


Vmrtetles  tud  oMutrles  oIorlibL 


Dattable: 

Oorer  and  ttmothr .. 

UnitadStatn.... 

United  Etngdom. 
OUw  

United  States...-. 

United  Kinsdom. 
free  of  duty: 

Beans  ud  peas  (oeed) 

United  Kinsdon. 
Beet  and  mangold.... 

United  States.... 

France  

United  Klntdom. 

NettaarlMidj  


Valne. 


Varieties  and  cmmtriei  at  orlgbL 


11,675.120 
1,£2D, 17S 
l£3.4Sfl 
440, 2BS 
848,  Mo 
66.607 

6,230 

eo,4i3 

44.121 
22,752 

7,m 


Free  of  datj— Conttamed. 
CarTOt<  

United  States  

France  

United  Kingdom  . 
Unstard  

United  States  

United  Kingdom . 
Rape  

United  StatM  

UnKed  Kingdom . 

Netheriimd^  

TnraJp  

United  States  

United  Kingdom . 

Netbertands.  


Value. 


G.39S 
2,784 
1,074 
10,14S 
7,  (MS 
2,700 
26,801 
U,181 
&,SK 

t,m 

1«,S71 
e,:4i 
107,831 


STKAWBOASl)  BOXES  AS  A  POSSIBILITT  DT  HEXIGO. 

[VIcfl  Cnuol  WilUam  B.  Davis.  Guadalajara,  Jellsco.  Jan.  21.] 

Inquiries  regarding  the  possible  use  of  corrugated,  double-faced 
strawDoard,  fiwr  board,  pulp  board,  and  solid  fiber  mill-board  boxes 
show  that  no  boxes  ,of  this  class  are  used  in  the  Guadalajara  consular 
district  for  packingor  shipping  merchandise  and  their  use  would 
be  an  innovation.  There  are,  however,  possibilities  of  introducing 
them  in  this  market. 

There  are  no  rules  or  laws  govemng  interior  transportotion  by 
public  carriers  or  other  shipi)ing  agencies  which  regulate  the  use 
of  these  boxes  in  the  mail,  freight,  or  express  service.  They  should 
be  packed  in  wooden  boxes  to  m  handled  most  advantageously. 

[A  list  of  firms  In  a  position  to  promote  the  sale  of  these  goods  may  be  ob- 
tained from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  I>omestIc  Commerce  or  it3  district 
offloes.  Refer  to  file  No.  72020.  A  similar  report  on  the  po^ibility  of  a  niarltet 
for  fiber  boxes  la  Uruguay  was  pnbllsfaed  in  Coicicebcb  Bepobts  for  Jan.  26^ 
1016.} 


EXPORTS  OF  COTTOV  FOE  ONE  WEES. 

The  cotton  exported  during  the  week  ended  February  12,  1916,  at 
the  12  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United  States,  follow: 


Dbtriets. 

Bales. 

Districts. 

Bales. 

42.&8I 

2,290 
07.160 
40.736 

4,}i33 

5.683 

u,m 

1,«H 
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TJNITED  FBOTIHiDES  INIXBiSTEII  IN  OIl'FBESSINa. 

The  Director  of  Industries  of  the  United  Provinces  in  India  has 
issued  at  Cawnpore  a  note  on  the  possibilities  of  the  oil-pressing 
industry  in  the  United  Provinces.  He  shows  that  the  manufacture 
of  oil  is  ali-eady  a  well-established  industry  there,  that  the  market  can 
be  extended,  nnd  that  there  is  a  plentiful  supply  of  oilseeds.  Figures 
are  ffiven  of  exports  of  ctistor,  rape,  and  mustard,  and  other  veget^le 
oils  by  rail  from  the  United  Provinces,  during  the  year  ended  March. 
31,  1914,  and  of  the  exports  of  seeds  (castor,  cotton  seed,  linseed, 
I^oppy,  rape  and  mustard,  til  or  jinjilii  and  other  oilseeds)  for  the 
same  period,  to  indicate  the  possibilities  in  the  industry.  In  com- 
menting upon  the  matter  the  official  says: 

It  Is  not  possible  to  obtain  the  figures  showlnji  the  oil  produced  and  con- 
BUDied  Inshle  tlie  UnlTwl  ProvInreR.  hut  fhey  nre  without  question  very  Inrf^e,  for 
rape,  or  uiustanl  oil  ns  It  is  known  coramercinily.  Is  the  staple  oil  of  these  parts, 
Willie  castor  oil  Ik  tlie  oil  In  general  use  for  lightla^  nnil  lubrlctitln^.  The 
manufacture  of  oil  in  tlie  Provinces  ts  already  a  well-estahlished  industry.  In 
the  vlllofKS  the  ordinary  knlhu  Is  eniplo>'ed.  in  which  n  heavy  wooden  pentle, 
set  at  an  an^te  Id  a  uvioden  mortar.  Is  revolved  hy  bullock  power.  In  the  towns, 
the  hieu  of  the  vilhtKe  kolhu  ts  Improved  npon  and  the  kolhus  are  set  up  in 
Imtteries  of  from  two  to  ii  hundred.  In  Cnwupore  there  nre  at  present  400 
kollius  driven  by  power  In  five  estrthlishraents,  with  n  Mtnl  i-apwclty  of  1J!00 
ninuHfls  of  seed  ]mr  day  (niniind=a2.14  pounds).  In  nchlttton  to  this  there  are 
40  hiind  presses  for  (leiilinjr  with  CHstor  sred  for  whl<-h  the  kolhu  Is  not  suitable. 
Tlie  rotiii  fapacfty  of  these  presses  Is  1.000  mnunds  of  whhI  per  day.  The  nwirtar 
In  this  case  Is  revolveil  by  bulhx'k  or  oiechanicid  power,  while  the  pestle  Is 
stationary ;  the  niethott  of  expressluff  the  oil  Is  the  Kani&  Have  one  mill  at 
Cawnpore.  and  one  mill  nt  Rhahjnhanpur  not  nt  present  working,  there  Is  no 
DitMlern  plant  In  the  United  [*rovinces.  ISven  the  presses  of  the  Cawnpore  mill 
are  now  out  of  date  and  the  proprietors  nre  desiruus  of  scruppiug  them  for  the 
more  efficient  mcKlern  cylindrical  cafce  presses. 

Would  Provide  Work  for  Hanj  Kills  WorUnr  Thronshont  Tear. 

Even  If  hidf  the  oilseeds  RTown  In  the  I'rovlnces  were  crusliecl  locally.  It  would 
provide  work  for  8*10  mills  of  rlie  slxeof  the  plant  nt  (Cawnpore  workluft  24  hounf 
dally  thrfni;;hout  the  year,  ami  It  wmdd  he  possible  to  use  cnke  more  freely. 
In  some  cases  ns  cuttle  food  nnd  In  others  fur  nmnureal  purposes,  thus  compen- 
sntlns  the  soil  for  some  of  the  fertility  taken  fntm  it.  At  present  we  take  erary- 
thin?  from  the  land  and  give  buck  virtually  nothing,  an  economic  drain  akin  to 
livluff  on  one's  capital. 

We  have  two  factt>rs  In  fnvor  of  mnnufncturinK  the  oil  locally,  namely,  seed 
nvnilable  on  the  spot  nnd  a  clinuite  more  favorable  than  that  of  Kumiie  for  the 
par|>ose  of  uniiiiifacture.  The  disposiil  of  the  cake  may  present  sotne  tltfilcnltles 
ill  Mip  earliei-  stiiKes.  ns  the  aRrlnilturlsts  have  not  yet  taken  lately  to  this  for 
feedin!;  and  maiuu'etU  purposes,  hut  its  use  la  extemllns  fairly  rapidly,  ftlenn- 
whlle.  the  markets  which  have  hitlierto  received  their  supplies  of  cake  from  the 
Oil  presses  of  Kurojie  ami  the  Kast  can  he  supplied  front  the  surplus  cnke  which 
would  l)e  nvnilable  here.  I.luseed  nnd  rape  see<I  miKht  be  refoinled  ns  atnioBt 
BiKi-hilties  •>f  these  I'nn-inces.  and  in  almost  all  other  seeds  we  are  nt  least  as 
well  placetl  ns  any  oIIiit  part  of  India.  Lac  was  sent  away  from  these  I*rov- 
I'U-es  to  the  extent  of  1.072.473  mnunds  diirinR  the  year  1913-14.  Uosin  and 
t'ii-|n'nriiie  are  priKliictHl  in  ever-lnt-rwisinp  (|iiantlrles  nt  Bhowall.  and  with  these 
6ut>HtnncGs  all  at  our  hands,  toj^tlier  with  linseetl  oil.  no  place  In  the  world 
iwiM  Im?  more  favorably  situated  for  tlie  nianufiu'tni'**  of  paints  nnd  varnishes, 
possibly  also  of  printing  ink.  of  which  linseed  oil  is  the  chief  constituent.  The 
"foots"  from  the  oil  presses  form  an  excellent  base  for  soap  aud  couttl  be 
esiwrted  at  a  profit  for  this  purpose. 


Licorice  root,  to  the  vnlue  of  $109,70-1,  was  invoiced  at  the  Ameri- 
can consulate  at  Madrid,  Spain,  for  the  United  States  during  1915, 
compared  with  $111,481  worth  for  1914. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOHICBBOB  BKP0BT8, 


661 


AEaEHTINE  MABEET  FOK  NEWS  FAPEB. 

tWeeklr  Bulletin,  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  Ottawa,  Jan.  31.] 

In  normal  years,  Argentina  and  Brazil  import  about  66,000  tons 
of  printing  paper  annually.  In  1913  Argentina  alone  imported 
30,750  tons  of  newsprint,  which,  at  the  official  customs'  valuation  of  6 
cents  per  kilo,  would  represent  a  value  of  $1,845,000.  The  total  num- 
ber of  periodicals  published  in  Argentina  is  795,  of  which  340  are  pub- 
lish^ in  the  capital  city  of  Buenos  Aires.  Of  the  795  publications 
134  are  daily  newspapers,  269  are  weekly  journals,  77  are  fortnightly 
journals,  and  138  appear  at  monthly  or  irregular  intervals.  Nearly 
all  these  publications  are  printed  in  Spanish,  but  there  are  16  Italian, 
9  English,  6  German,  6  French,  4  Arabic,  and  2  Danish  papers. 
Twenty-nine  appear  in  a  combination  of  two  or  more  languages. 

Few  newspapers  are  published  outside  of  the  central  Provinces  of 
Buenos  Aires,  Santa  Fe,  and  Entre  Rios.  Those  which  are  so  pub-- 
lished  are  mostly  small  village  news  sheets.  Of  the  795  publications, 
594  are  published  in  the  Province  of  Buenos  Aires.  The  consuinp- 
tion  of  roll  news  paper  in  the  other  Provinces  is  probably  very  smalL 

The  proprietors  of  the  press  in  m<»t  cases  are  Argentines  or  Span- 
iards. Only  12  publications  belong  to  limited  ccnnpanies,  practically 
all  being  privately  owned. 

The  leading  morning  paper  of  the  Republic,  La  Prensa,  is  housed 
in  a  fine  building,  which  is  said  to  be  a  model  newspaper  office;  its 
fittings,  appointments,  and  mechanical  appliances  are  of  the  most 
modem  type. 

Four  hundred  periodicals  are  printed  in  establishments  belonging 
to  the  publishers,  and  395  are  printed  by  contract. 

The  motive  power  employed  in  the  400  privately  owned  establish- 
ments is  expressed  as  follows : 


Kind  of  power. 

Number 
otpob. 
Ucouons. 

HOTM- 

power. 

Ehhl  Of  pow«r. 

Number 
of  pub- 
Unoons. 

Horao- 
power. 

m 
ao 

A 

S 

3,674 
73 
S8 
U 

1 

1 

«n 

3,899 

Baw  KatcTlal  Needed — Sonroes  of  Supply  and  Chancres  Due  to  War. 

The  annual  consumption  of  raw  material  by  300  of  the  works  is 
given  as  $3,270,000  worth,  of  which  $2,123,000  worth  is  imported 
from  abroad  and  $1,060,000  worth  is  of  local  production. 

The  foregoing  statistics  from  the  industrial  census  show  the  com- 
position of  the  public  press  of  the  Republic,  but  contain  no  reference 
to  the  consum]>tion  of  roll  news.  The  statistics  published  by  the  Cus- 
toms Department,  however,  show  the  importation  of  news  paper  dur- 
ing recmt  years.  The  figures  are  as  follows,  in  metric  tons  of  2,204.6 
pounds: 


Countries  of  origin. 

190U 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

JHetri: 

tOTU. 
If) 

7,939 
4 

130 
3.fl27 
2,299 
2,258 
90 

ifelTit 

lOTU. 

114 
11,605 
287 
»& 

1,  n33 

2,  «U 
<t,330 

293 

M0H.' 
toru. 

449 
10,  MO 

116 

174 
1.12:1 
3,792 
10,9.2 

191 

Metrk 
tont. 

10 
10,427 
«7 
Sb2 
2,0M 
1,478 
12, GTS 
322 

Mttria 
toru. 

SB 
10,Sfi2 
1B3 
4,447 
4,177 
2H 
11,030 
U 

U,S8S 

n,90» 

97,400 

37, 8U 

«,7« 
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Canflda  is  credited  vcith  almost  insignificant  qnantities,  but  it  is 
more  than  likely  that  a  considerable  amount  of  Canadian  paper  pass- 
ing through  the  port  of  New  York  has  been  exported  as  United 
States  produce.  German  paper  has  been  preferred  by  the  better- 
class  journals,  as  being  superior  to  American.  Swedish  paper  is  con- 
sidered the  poorest  in  quality  of  any  entering  the  Argentine  market 
Norwegian  paper  has  n  better  reputation  and  approximates  more 
cIoselT  the  German  article;  much  of  the  paper  coming  from  Ham-' 
burg  has  been  the  product  of  Norwegian  mills. 

Though  no  detailed  statistics  are  as  yet  available  for  1914  and 
1915  (the  total  impoits  were  23.919  metric  tons  in  1914,  and  18,579 
tons  in  1915),  it  is  possible  to  anticij^ate  to  a  certain  extent  the  results 
of  the  two  yeai-s'  trading.  Little,  if  any,  German  paper  is  coming 
forward.  Norwegian  exporters  have  been  quick  to  take  advantage  or 
the  pi-esent  favorable  opportunities,  and  when  the  figures  for  1914 
and  1915  are  published  Norwegian  mills  will  probabnr  be  found  to 
have  captured  a  large  ^are  of  the  trade.  The  offers  oi  the  represen- 
tatives of  Norwegianj  Canadian,  and  United  States  mills  are  at  pres- 
ent taken  into  consideration  where  previously  only  the  German 
product  was  wanted. 
Trade  Jtethods— Sizes  of  Kolls. 

The  maintenance  of  steady  supplies  of  paper  is  of  importance  to 
a  newspaper  in  any  part  of  the  world,  but  when  the  newspaper  is 
situated  some  6,000  miles  from  the  point  of  production,  the  question 
assumes  even  greater  importance.  For  this  reason,  among  others, 
local  newspapers  invariably  insist  upon  making  a  contract  with  a 
local  man  having  offices  in  Argentina,  and  duly  responsible  for  the 
fulfillment  of  the  several  conditions.  The  contract  usually  provides 
for  the  supply  of  so  many  tons  of  news  paper  per  month  for  the 
period  of  one  year;  the  seller  itndertakes  to  deliver  into  the  news- 
paper office  eacn  day  the  numlwr  of  reels  required;  the  price  is  fixed 
at  so  much  per  10  kilos  (22  pounds)  net,  delivered  into  the  works, 
free  of  any  charges;  paper  to  be  of  a  certain  weight  and  color  as 
per  sample;  paymwit  is  usually  made  at  the  end  of  the  month  follow- 
ing the  month  of  delivery.  This  is  considered  a  cash  payment  and 
entitles  the  buyer  to  a  discount  of  5  or  6  per  cent;  any  loss  entailed 
by  reason  of  the  seller's  failure  to  deliver  must  be  made  good  at  the 
seller's  expense.  Prices  are  quoted  in  Argentine  gold  currency,  and 
payments  are  made  monthly  to  the  seller. 

The  La  Prensa  contract  stipulates  that  the  seller  must  maintain  a 
stock  of  paper  in  his  warehouse  equal  to  three  months'  supply. 

All  Argentine  newspapers  use  n  roll  of  uniform  length  of  6,000 
meters  (19,685  feet).  The  sizes  used  by  certain  journals  are  as  fol- 
lows: 


Journals, 

i^fnrlp  roll. 

Double  nR. 
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WeUrbt— laeUoff. 

Most  Argentine  newspapers  contract  for  a  paper  weighing  some- 
where near  53  ^ams  per  square  meter  (1.56  ounces  per  square  yard). 
The  Buenos  ^res  Herald  is  an  exception;  it  requires  a  stronger 
paper,  weighing  some  60  grams  per  square  meter  (1.77  ounces  per 
square  yard).  In  general,  the  maximum  weight  acceptable  is  55 
^rams  per  square  meter  (1.62  ounces  per  square  yard).  The  follow- 
ing, are  the  weights  of  paper  required  by  various  newspapers:  La 
Prensa,  contract  for  55  grams  per  square  meter  (1.62  oimces  per 
square  yard) ;  Diario  de  m  Tarde,  52  grams  per  square  meter  (1.53 
ounces  per  square  yard);  Gaceta  de  Buenos  Aires,  53  grams  per 
square  meter  (1.56  ounces  per  square  yard) ;  Buenos  Aires  Herald,  56 
and  60  grams  per  square  meter  (1.65  and  1.77  ounces  per  square 
yard)  ;  Diario  del  Plata,  52  grams  per  square  metfir  (1.53  ounces  per 
square  yard) ;  Diario  Espanol,  50  grams  per  square  meter  ^1.47 
ounces  per  square  yard) ;  La  Razon,  53  grams  per  square  meter  (1.56 
oimces  per  square  yard) ;  La  Capital,  Bosario,  55  grams  per  square 
meter  (1.62  ounces  per  square  yard). 

German  paper  has  been  coming  forward  in  wooden  bales,  while 
American  paper  is  almost  invariably  packed  in  burlap.  The  news- 
papers have  a  slight  preference  for  the  wood-packed  rolls,  but  have 
no  direct  interest  in  the  matter  of  packuig,  as  m  their  contracts  they 
stipulate  for  a  price  so  much  per  kilo,  net  weight,  delivered  into 
warehouse.  The  customhouse  allows  10  per  cent  of  the  gross  weight 
for  tare,  and  wooden  packing  sometimes  exceeds  this  allowance.  In 
practice  it  has  been  found  that  burlap  packing  is  just  as  satisfactory 
as  wooden  packing,  any  slight  loss  arising  from  broken  edges,  etc, 
being  more  than  compensated  by  reduced  freight,  lower  duties,  and 
pmaller  first  cost  of  packing.  The  gross  weight  of  a  roll  is  usually 
about  290  to  300  kilos  (639  to  661  pounds). 

Prices— KoittUy  ConsvmptliHL 

An  average  c.  i.  f.  price  for  good-quality  roll  news  in  the  past  haa 
been  6  to  7  centavos  gold  per  kilo  ($0,026  to  $0,031  per  pound),  but 
prices  have  been  steadily  rising  in  keeping  with  the  rulmg  rates  of 
ireight,  and  contracts  are  now  being  signed  for  1916  delivery  at  8^ 
and  even  9  centavos  per  kilo  ($0,037  to  $0,039  per  pound). 

Fairly  accurate  data  relating  to  the  monthly  paper  consumption  of 
the  pnncipal  newspapers  are  as  follows:  La  Prensa,  900  metric  tons; 
La  Nacion,  650  tons;  La  Razon,  130  tons;  La  Capital,  Bosario,  130 
tons;  Patria  degli  Italiani,  100  tons;  Diario  de  la  Tarde,  100  tons; 
Ultima  Hora,  80  tons;  Diario  del  Plata,  Montevideo,  50  tons;  Gaceta 
de  Buenos  Aires,  35  tons;  Giornaie  de  Italia,  30  tons;  Diario  Es- 
panol, 20  tons.  La  Union,  a  German-owned  evening  paper,  consumes 
100  tons  per  month.  The  consumption  o2  the  following  journals 
may  be  taken  to  be  somewhere  between  10  and  25  tons  monthly :  The 
Standard,  Buenos  Aires  Herald,  Critical,  Courrier  de  la  Plata, 
Tribuna.  La  Epoca  is  an  evening  paper  recently  inaugurated  on  a 
scale  about  equal  to  La  Razon.  La  Argentina  is  a  morning  paper 
consuming  more  or  less  the  same  quantities  as  La  Nacion.  The  con- 
sumption of  the  remaining  journals  is  unimportant. 

Oredlt 

:  The  question  of  credit  is  important  and  calls  for  the  close  at- 
tention of  ti^e  representative  of  the  mill  or  the  export  oommisRion 
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Iiouse  doing  the  business.  La  Prensa,  La  Nacion,  La  Capital  (of 
Rosaria),  The  Standard,  and  The  Buenos  Aires  Herald  have  the 
reputation  of  being  financially  sound.  Half  of  the  remaining  joitr- 
nals  may  be  equally  sound,  but  would  seem  to  require  a  certain  super- 
vision on  the  part  of  the  seller.  The  second  half  of  the  remaining 
journals  may  be  said  to  belong  to  the  class  that  sooner  or  later  will 
require  "  accommodation."  The  situation  as  regards  credit  trading 
is  healthier  at  present  than  it  was  two  or  three  years  ago.  ' 


PTTTTTPPTTTg  DEHAND  FOX  CHEAP  7IBEFB00F  IMOFmO. 

[J.  F.  Boomer,  corronpoodent,  Mnatlii,  Dec.  SO.] 

The  problem  of  a  cheap  roofing  material  that  shall  be  fireproof 
and  suitable  to  replace  nipa  and  grass,  the  roofing  materials  of  the 
poor  in  the  Philippine  Islands,  has  not  yet  been  solved.  There  are 
many  acres  of  shoit-fiber  asbestos  in  the  islands,  but  as  yet  no  ma- 
chine or  process  has  been  obtained  for  turning  this  raw  material, 
which  is  in  very  accessible  places,  into  suitable  roofing. 

A  local  cement  factory  turns  out  a  good  product,  and  the  asbestos, 
beds  are  on  the  same  island.  Modem  machinery  to  work  the  com- 
bined  material  into  required  len^hs  and  thicknesses,  as  well  as  (jhe 
process  for  making  the  combination,  is  wanted. 

[A  report  on  a  Philippine  cement  plant  was  published  la  CkuiuESCB  Repc«tb 
for  Oct  6,  m5.] 


AUEBICAK  CONSULAR  OFFICEES  OH  LEAVE  OF  ABSEHCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Hune. 

rod. 

Explro- 
lion  of 
venue. 

AddniB. 

V'Btt*.  Fth  Ih  rt  

Neville,  Edwin  I  

Good'er,  Jaiiie=  H    

Bradley,  W^illi&m  Hairison... 

Mnrartlbo,  Vdiejsuela. 

nn-wK  Bel-t'-m  

Tal'^oVii,  Taiwan 
NlnraraFalh  Ontario. 

Feb.  17 
Var.  11 
Apr.  1 
Mar.  1 
Apr.  4 

151  Chwrch  Street.  MoMle,  Ate. 
in2'  C'tolfln  Ptreet,  PhtlaHplnhhi.  Pa. 
UTS  Wc^,  85(h  Sireflf.  Cle'.  pland.  Ohio. 
Derar  ment  otaia'e.Wa.'hinir'on.  D.C. 
Cenliuy  Club,  7  Wtt>t  «3d  street.  New 
Y<Mic  city. 

INCREASE  OF  TEXTILE  UAHTTFACTTrRES  IN  ABaENTIHA. 

A  notable  increase  in  the  textile  manufactures  of  Argentina  has 
taken  place  during  the  past  year,  due  to  a  decrease  in  imports  and  to 
new  demands  from  Europe,  according  to  a  report  of  tlie  Argentine 
Department  of  Labor  quoted  in  L'P2sportazionc  of  Milan.  In  additioa 
to  more  tlian  the  usual  output  of  fabrics  for  domestic  consumption, 
there  has  been  a  special  development  in  the  manufacture  of  anti.septic 
cotton  and  gauze,  and  in  lampwlcks  and  elastic  fabrics.  Military 
cloth  for  Europe  is  manufactured  on  a  large  scale,  one  factory  turn- 
ing out  more  than  6,500  yards  a  dav.  Special  attention  is  giA-en  also 
to  manufacturing  white  sheeting  for  hospitals,  and  khaki  blankets 
*or  soldiers.  - 
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SETimN  GASOOES  EBOU  FEKNAUBTTCO. 

[Consul  A.  T.  Haeberl«,  Pernambaco,  Brazil,  Jao.  11.] 

Discussion  of  the  question  of  return  cargoes  to  the  United  States 
has  resulted  in  the  giving  of  considerable  attention  to  certain  prod- 
ucts of  this  section  of  Brazil. 

Fibers  from  the  barks  of  various  trees  (estopa)  are  to  be  obtained 
in  the  Parnambuco  district  in  considerable  quantities.  The  names  of 
some  of  these  native  trees  are  sucupira,  pau  d^arco,  pau-ferro,  angico, 
massaranduba,  etc.  Some  fibers  are  used  for  making  rope  ancTfor 
calking  vessels.  Rope  is  made  principally  from  the  corat&,  a  bush 
that  grows  very  rapidly.  It  has  a  very  thin  bark.  The  plants  are 
soaked  in  water  and  then  beaten  to  remove  the  bark.  The  root  is  a 
kind  of  potato,  used  for  feeding  animals  and  for  medicinal  purposes. 
At  present  about  100  tons  of  rope  made  from  this  fiber  could  be  ob- 
tained every  two  or  three  months. 

The  rope  costs  about  100  r6ia  (2|  cents)  m  the  interior  for  a  piece 
about  15  to  20  meters  long  (meter=3.28  feet),  and  is  sold  here  for 
200  r^is  (5  cents).  The  fiber,  roughly  speaking,  costs  about  100  r^is 

rr  kilo  ^ilo=2.2046  pounds)  in  the  mterior,  and  about  150  r^is 
0.  b.  in  Pernambuco, 

Of  the  tree  fibers,  or  estopa,  about  20  tons  per  month,  during  six 
to  eight  months  in  tiie  year,  can  be  obtained.  This  product  costs  600 
rfiis  per  kilo  f,  o.  b. ;  in  large  quantities,  500  r&s  per  kilo. 

The  bark  of  most  of  the  trees  can  be  used  for  tanning  purposes. 
The  rau-ferro  and  agico  have  been  exported  in  small  quantities  to 
the  United  States  and  Europe  for  medicinal  purposes.  Several 
years  ago  100  sacks  were  sold  in  the  United  States. 

trnld  Fnmlili  nben  to  -Amerlean  Xumfaotuen— Salt  Supplies. 

A  citizen  of  Pernambuco  vrho  has  large  tracts  of  land  in  Rio 
Grande  do  Norte  says  he  would  consider  the  plan  of  furnishing  fibers 
to  American  manufacturers.  The  same  man  furnishes  information 
regarding  the  supply  of  salt  here.  He  says: 

Salt  could  be  shipped  In  lanre  quantities  from  Macnn  and  t£maor6.  Hacan 
la  about  60  mtles  north  of  Natal,  capital  of  Rio  Grande  do  Norte,  and  MoesorA 
about  12  miles  north  of  Macau.  Suit  la  manufactured  in  these  places,  and  can 
be  obtained  for  $10  per  ton  f.  o.  h.  Salt  Is  also  sent  to  Nntal  and  cun  be  obtained 
there  for  $11.25.  Macau  and  Mossor6  can  furnish  about  500,000  tons  every 
month.  If  cargoes  from  50,000  tons  up  are  desired,  the  cost  will  be  about  $2 
less  per  ton  for  salt  not  reflned.  Refined  salt  can  be  (Stained  in  Macau  for 
$12.50  per  ton.  Only  about  1,000  tons  of  refined  salt  can  be  obtained.  From 
600  to  1,000  tons  of  salt  may  be  shipped  from  Pernambuco  at  $12.50  to  $13.75 
per  ton. 

[The  name  of  the  pernambuco  citizen  who  can  be  consulted  in  regard  to  these 
products  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
or  its  district  offices.  Samples  of  fiber,  including  massaranduba  fiber,  of  coratft 
rope,  and  of  salt  may  be  Inspected  at  the  Bureau  or  district  offices.  Refer  in 
each  case  to  file  No.  72509.  Previous  articles  on  Brazilian  fibers  were  published 
In  GouMHK»  RKFoan  for  Dec.  S,  1916;  and  Jan.  2»  and  Feb.  1,  19ia] 


The  steam  screw  vessel  Gold  Shell  has  received  the  official 
number  213,878  and  the  signal  lettes  LFSB  from  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Navigation.  This  vessel  was  completed  this  year  at 
Wilmington,  Del.,  its  home  port,  and  has  a  tonnage  of  6,614  grofls 
and  3,420  net 
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FOBEIOIT  TRADE  OFFOBTtrNXTIES. 

Reserved  oddrenses  toar  be  ol)tHiDed  from  tbe  Bniva«  end  IIr  diatrlet  oMeM*  Rrqneat 

for  eacb  opportunity  Aould  be  on  a  sepaiatc  ebeet  and  tbe  Ole  number  given. 

Pig  iron.  No.  20151. — An  American  consular  ofBcer  In  Spain  reports  that  a  fim) 
In  Ills  tlistrict  desires  to  pnrcliase  large  quantities  of  pig  iron  for  use  In 
mailing  railroad  and  building  supplies.   Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Uachincry,  No.  20iri2. — A  firm  In  Canada  informs  an  American  consular  officer 
tluit  It  is  in  the  mnrket  for  one  200  horsepower  boiler,  one  300  kikwatt 
steam  turbine  complete  with  condenscH'  amt  necessary  piping,  Bwltrt^- 
boards,  meters,  etc.,  for  a  municipal  power  planL 

Dry  gooda.  No.  20irt3i. — An  American  consular  ofllcer  In  Ghlte  writes  that  a 
man  In  lils  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  price  lists  from 
American  manufacturers  of  dry  goods,  such  as  flannels,  lawns,  batlsMA 
drills,  piqties,  etc.  Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish.  Terms  of  pay- 
ment should  be  given. 

Btwl  wire.  No.  201M. — A  firm  in  the  Caucasus  informs  nn  American  consular 
offlcer  tlint  It  desires  to  receive  cable  quotations  on  3.000  tons  of  bright 
steel  wire.  13.  14.  IS,  10,  and  17  gauges.  The  ln'enl{ing  strain  must  he  M 
long  tons  (2.240  p<iunds)  to  the  squure  inch,  and  the  tor^onary  redataBOC 
85  twists  In  a  length  100  tlntes  tite  UiicJiuess  of  the  wire: 

Bottlea.  No.  201.55. — A  man  In  (ireece  writes  that  he  <leBlres  to  receive  qoota- 
ttons  from  American  manufacturers  Of  cognac  tMittles.  Samples  have  been 
forwarded  und  as  soon  as  received  may  be  examlued  at  the  Borean  or  Its 
district  offices. 

Telephonet,  equipment,  and  tvpplics.  Tib.  201S6. — An  American  consular  ofllcer 
In  Costa  Ulca  reports  a  possible  narlcet  in  his  district  for  telephone^ 
equipment,  and  supplleii.  The  names  of  possible  purchasers  of  such  articles 
mny  be  obtained  on  application  to  tlie  Bureau  or  Its  district  offices. 

Jute  and  tchite  hemp  ttrine.  No.  20tf)7.— A  firm  In  Enginnd  Informs  an  AraerU 
can  consular  officer  that  It  desires  to  receive  quotations  f.  a  b.  New  Toric 
or  c,  1.  f.  destination  from  American  manufacturers  of  Jute  and  bonp 
twine.  A  sniuple  of  tlie  Jure  twine  may  be  exuuilued  at  tbe  Bureau  or  its 
district  offices.   <  Refer  to  file  No.  72148.) 

Vtnbrella  matcrialn.  No.  201.'»8. — An  An)er1<-nn  consular  officer  In  France  writes 
that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  purchase  umbrella  materials,  such  as 
ribs,  rods  runners,  cruwus,  etc.  It  is  stated  tinil  liusiness  will  be  done  oa 
A  canh  basis,  and  quotations  should  be  c.  I.  f.  destination.  If  possible,  or 
f.  o.  b.  New  York  with  freight  estimates.  Correspondence  may  be  to  En^ 
llsh. 

Orain  elevator*.  No.  20159. — An  American  consular  ofHcer  In  Siberia  r^iorts 
that  a  man  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalcwies,  [^ans,  (V)eciAcatloti^ 
and  full  information  frmu  American  manufacturers  of  grain  elevators. 
Correspondence  is  preferred  In  Russian,  thougli  It  luny  be  In  Engllah. 

GfloM  anrf  china  ware,  etc..  No.  20100.— A  flnn  In  the  United  Kingdom  Informs 
an  American  consular  utHcer  that  It  desires'  to  communicate  with  American 
manufacturers  of  table  glassware  and  chlnaware.  The  firm  Is  also  Id- 
terested  In  lamp  chimneys  and  bottles. 

Wire  rope,  belting,  hardware,  macttinery,  etc.,  No.  20161. — A  commercial  agent 
of  the  Bureau  reports  tlint  u  Hrin  iti  Spain  desires  to  represent  American 
manufacturers  of  wire  rope,  heltlnfc.  liiinhvare,  machinery,  toilet  supplies^ 
leather,  chemicals,  barbers'  Bui)piles,  cottonseed  products,  etc. 


IKstrict  Offices  of  tiie  Bnrean  of  Foreign]!  and  Donustio  Oommeroe. 

Kew  Tork,  Room  409  TTnlted  Statei  Cnstomhonie;  Boitoa.  eighteenth  floor 
United  States  Castomhoase;  Chicago.  804  Federal  Building;  St.  Loais.  402  Third 
National  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  S21  Post  Offioe  Building;  New  Orleans.  1080 
Eibentla  Bank  Building;  San  FranclFOo,  806  TTnlted  States  Cnstomhonse;  Seattle, 
822  Alaska  Baildlng.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce; 
Detroit,  Board  of  Commerce;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commeroe;  Davenport 
(Iowa),  Conunerelal  Clnli. 
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TEAHSSHIFKEirT  OF  HIDES  IN  FBENCH  FOKTS. 

The  Department  of  State  has  recently  obtained  the  i*elease  of  a 
ctiiRntity  of  goatskins  detained  at  Marseille,  France,  en  route  from 
Aden  to  Boston.  The  American  ambassador  at  Paris  reptirts  in  con- 
nection with  the  matter  that  he  is  informed  by  the  French  Foreign 
Office  that  hereafter  hides  of  ether  than  Fi-emh  origin  en  route  to 
the  United  States  may  be  transshipped  in  French  ports  without  spe- 
cial authorization,  provided  they  are  accompanied  by  through  bills 
of  ladiug  or  a  certificate  delivered  by  the  Ameri;?an  consular. author- 
ity at  the  original  port  of  departure,  stating  that  the  merchandise 
in  question  was  declared  to  be  destined  for  the  United  States  in 
transit  through  France. 

BRITISH  EUBABGO  CHANGES. 

[TcleffTflni  from  Amerlenn  consul  scneml,  London,  rrcplved  Feb.  14.] 

By  an  order  in  council  of  Febniary  12  the  exportation  of  carbon 
electrodes  for  electric  furnaces,  petroleum,  and  coke  is  prohibited 
to  all  destinations.  Frbm  the  heading  "  Capsicum  and  oleoresin  of 
capsicum,"  under  similar  prohibition,  the  word  "  capsicum "  is 
deleted. 

In  the  list  of  articles  prohibited  to  all  destinations  other  than 
British  possessions  and  protectorates  the  following  changes  are  made : 
The  item  "  Bladders,  casings,  and  sausage  skins  "  is  amended  to  read 
"Bladders,  guts,  casings,  and  sausage  skins";  for  the  item  "Bones 
for  manure,  dissolved  bones,  etc.,"  is  substituted  "Bones  in  any 
form,  whole  or  crushed,  including  dissolved  bones,  bone  Hour  and 
meal,  and  bone  ash":  lead  scrap  is -added  to  the  item  "Lead,  pig, 
Fheet  or  pipe  (including  solder  containing  lead)";  capsicum  and 
pepper  are  added  as  new  items. 

Changes  are  made  as  follows  in  the  list  of  articles  which  may  not 
l)e  exported  to  foreign  countries  in  Europe  and  on  the  Moditeri'anean 
and  Black  Seas  other  than  France.  Kus.sin  (except  Baltic  ports), 
Italy,  Spain,  and  Portugal:  Pepper  is  deleted;  arrack,  casein,  cork, 
and  cork  dust  (not  including  floor  coverings  manufactured  partly  of 
cork  dust)  are  added. 

U787*— U  667 
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BRITISH  AESTBICTIONS  ON  WOBTATIOV. 

ITclesram  from  American  consul  general,  London,  Feb.  16.] 

An  order  in  council  promulgated  February  15,  1916,  provides  as 
follows: 

As  from  niid  after  tlie  1st  liay  of  Mnrch,  1916,  subject  ns  hereinafter  pro- 
vided, the  Lniportutlon  into  the  Unite4l  KlDgdom  of  the  following  goods  is  berebj 
prohibited,  viz :  All  materials  for  the  maaufucture  of  paper.  Including  wood 
pulp,  esparto  grass,  and  linen  and  cotton  rags;  paper  and  cardboard  (including 
strawbourd,  pasteboard,  millboard,  and  wood-pulp  board),  and  manufactures  of 
l>Qper  and  cardboard ;  all  periodical  publications  exceeding  16  pages  In  length, 
imported  otlierwlse  than  In  single  copies  through  the  past;  tobacco,  unmanufac- 
tured and  manufactured  {including  cigars  and  cigarettes)  ;  furniture  woods, 
hardwoods,  and  veneers;  stones  and  slates.  Provided  always,  and  It  is  hereby 
declareil,  that  nothing  In  this  proclamution  shall  apply  to  any  goods  of  the  de- 
scriptions specllled  which  are  imported  under  license  given  by  or  on  belmlf  of 
the  board  of  trade  and  subject  to  the  provisions  and  conditions  of  such  license. 

Another  order  in  council  of  February  15  prohibits  any  British 
steamship  exceeding  500  tons  gross  tonnage,  except  vessels  en^ged 
in  coastwise  trade,  from  proceeding  on  any  voyage  unless  a  license 
to  do  so  has  been  granted  in  favor  of  the  owner  or  charterer  by  the 
licensing  committee  appointed  by  the  president  of  the  board  of  trade. 

[An  announcement  as  to  the  probable  promulgation  of  such  a  pro- 
vision appeared  in  Comhebce  Reports  for  Jan.  31, 1916.] 


IHSIA  OFF£BS  XABKET  FOB  SaV^-FLATED  WARE. 

[Coosul  James  Oliver  Laing,  Karachi,  Dec.  28 ;  In  continnatloD  of  report  published 

Jao.  20,  l&ie.l 

While  the  sale  of  plated  table  cutlery  in  Northwest  India  is  not 

large,  several  local  firms  deem  the  trade  valuable  enough  to  warrant 
their  advertising  rather  extensively  in  the  Karachi  press.  Most  of 
the  supplies  now  on  the  market  are  of  British  origin;  American 
tableware  has  so  far  secured  no  great  hold  in  this  district 

As  to  prices,  an  electroplated  dessert  knife  with  mother-of-pearl 
handle  and  an  etched  design  on  the  blade,  with  fork  to  match,  retails 
for  $30.50  per  dozen  knives  and  forks;  a  slightly  different  pattern 
sells  for  $25.30.  For  a  dessert  knife  with  ivory  handle  and  plain 
electroplated  blade  $21.75  per  dozen  is  asked.  What  is  known  as  the 
"  King  s  pattern  "■ — this  style  having  electroplated  handles — is  priced 
$20.45  per  dozen  knives  and  forks.  Tablespoons  of  this  design  cost 
$11.65  per  dozen,  as  do  table  forks.  Dessert  spoons  sell  for  $7.75  per 
dozen.  In  the  popular  ^Mily"  design  table  knives  and  forks  retail 
for  $11  per  dozen,  dessert  Imives  for  $9.40,  tablespoons  $11.65,  and 
dessert  spoons  and  forks  $7.75. 

A  plainer  type  of  electroplated  tableware  sells  at  the  following 
prices  per  dozen:  Tablespoons,  $6.50;  table  forks,  $6.50;  dessert 
spoons,  $4.70;  table  knives,  $6.50;  dessert  knives,  $4.35;  and  table 
knives  of  a  still  cheaper  style  may  be  had  for  $3.90  a  dozen  and 
dessert  knives  for  $3.25. 


Beports  received  indicate  that  there  were  14.8  per  cent  more 
apples  in  cold  storage  on  February  1, 1916,  than  on  tne  correspond- 
ing date  last  year  according  to  ue  United  States  Deparbnent  of 
Agriculture. 
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PB070SED  IHTESlTATIOirAL  COlOfERCIAL  BTTSEAIT. 


[Commercial  Attacbd  C.  W.  A,  Vedlti,  Paris,  FranM,  Jan.  12.] 


■  At  a  recent  meeting  of  tine  American  Chamber  of  Commerce  in 
Paris,  Mr.  William  Harper,  of  Chicago,  addre.ssed  the  members  on  a 
project  for  an  international  commercial  bureau  and  an  international 
discount  association — a  subject  that  had  previously  been  placed  be- 
fore bankers  of  London  and  Paris,  as  well  as  the  London  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  and  was  said  to  be  receiving  their  careful  consideration. 

The  Bureau  Commercial  International,  which  would  be  organized 
under  French  laws  and  have  its  headquarters  in  Paris,  would  also 
have  main  offices  in  London,  New  York,  Petrograd,  and  Milan,  and 
branch  offices  in  22  other  cities,  while  it  would  have  as  correspondents 
commercial  organizations  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  It  would  act 
as  a  universal  clearing  house  for  industrial  and  commercial  informa- 
tion obtained  from  Governments,  consular  and  diplomatic  officers, 


techni(ml  and  industrial  periodicals  of  all  countries.  It  would  pre- 
pare lists  of  manufacturers,  producers,  and  purchasers,  grouped 
according  to  countries  and  according  to  classes  of  goods;  collect  trade 
catalogues  and  circulars,  of  which  resumes  would  be  translated  into 
the  principal  commercial  languages  and  distributed;  and  maintain 
expositions  of  samples  and  models. 

Through  an  international  discount  association,  which  it  would 
organize,  the  International  Ccmercial  Bureau  would  inform  manu- 
facturers and  buyers  who  were  on  its  register,  concerning  the  finan- 
cial status  of  producers  or  purchasers  in  nil  parts  of  the  world  and 
TPould  indicate  the  means  of  negotiating  most  advantageously  their 
draits  and  bills  of  exchange.  The  members  of  the  discount  associa- 
tion would  be  banks,  which  would  make  available  all  their  informa- 
tion with  regard  to  the  financial  standing  of  their  customer.  The 
discount  association  would  furnish  facilities  for  discounting  com- 
mercial paper  running  for  CO,  00,  or  even  120  days. 


The  Bureau  of  Insular  Aifairs,  War  Department,  is  in  receipt  of 

a  cablegram  from  the  Governor  General  of  the  Philippine  Islands, 
dated  February  15,  advising  that  during  the  month  of  January 
Philippine  Government  fiber  inspectors  inspected  and  stamped 
84,859  bales  abaca  and  0,C43  bales  maguey,  as  follows:  Abaca — A, 


G91;  B,  876;  C,  1,633;  D,  2,867;  K,  5,957;  S-1,  1,397;  S-2,  1,6(U; 
S-3,  531;  F,  8,151;  G,  2,977;  H,  2.063;  I,  9,945;  J,  15,048;  K,  6,454; 
L,  13,398;  M.  7,102;  DL,  1,274;  DM,  921;  strings,  etc.,  1,970.  Ma- 
guey—One, 970;  two,  4,001;  three,  1,488;  D,  184. 


Swiss  chocolate  prices  have  been  raised  20  to  25  per  cent  to  the 
retail  trade.  Manufacturers  nssign  the  present  high  cost  of  raw 
materials  as  the  reason  for  their  action.  It  is  generally  understood 
that  the  situation  will  be  met  by  the  Government  fixing  maximum 
prices  for  certain  chocolate  products. 


official  and  private  commercial 


trade  publications,  and 


PHn.TPPINE  HEHF  INSPECTED. 


SWISS  CHOGOIATE  PRICES  IHCBEASED. 

[Consul  Waltfr  II.  Schtilz,  Rwoe,  Jnn.  18.] 
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mORTAHCE  OF  DIRECTIONS  70K  ASSEKBUNa  XACHIHES. 

[Special  Agent  Fnok  H.  Vott  Hoti,  Boetuw  Aires.  Argentlaa.] 

Many  American  manufacturers  of  agricultural  implements  ap- 
parentlv  do  not  appreciate  the  importance  of  placing  in  each  case 
containing  a  complete  implement  a  direction  sheet  explaining  bow  to 
assemble  it.  Much  trouole  and  consequent  loss  of  sales  will  be 
avoided  by  a  consistent  observance  of  this  point.  For  the  Argentine 
market  the  direction  should  be  in  Spanish';  it  should  be  printed  on 
fairly  good  white  paper,  and  a  double-column  cut  showing  the  im- 
plement completely  assembled  should  appear  on  the  front  cover.  It 
is  essential  that  the  cut  be  very  plain,  snowing  in  detail  the  construc- 
tion of  the  machine.  Following  this,  explicit  instructions,  written  in 
simple  language  and  avoiding  technical  terms  so  far  as  possible,  will 
be  of  inestimable  value.  Another  cut  showing  each  of  the  parts  that 
go  to  make  up  the  machine  (each  with  a  number)  will  enable  the  im- 
porters to  order  such  repairs  as  they  con^der  necessary  without 
undue  delay. 

In  addition,  the  Buenos  Aires  importer  should  be  supplied  with 
about  3,000  copies  of  a  general  repair  catalogue  for  distributiw 
among  the  retail  merchants.  A  general  repair  catalogue  serves  as  a 
handy  reference  book  and  has  been  the  means  of  securing  customers 
for  new  goods,  because  of  the  ability  of  the  country  dealer  to  give 
the  consumer  desired  information  without  any  annoymg  delay. 


AUEKICAN  CONSITLAE  OFFICEKS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 

the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions : 


Name. 

Port. 

Exptra- 
Uon  of 
venue. 

Addreas. 

Neville.  Edwin  L  

BnwUeir,  WUUam  Harrison... 

Mararatbo,  VeneEuela . 

Dmswl!!,  nelrlum  

Taiboku,  Taiwan  

Niagara  Falb.OnUtrfo. 
Montieol,  CUnda  

Feb.  17 
Mar.  11 
Apr.  1 
Uar.  1 
Ape  4 

153  Church  Street,  Mobile,  Ala. 
1021  Clinton  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
1978  West  85lh  Slreet^vetand,  6hlik. 
Department  ofStata  Waabfurtai,  D.C 
CiDiur7  riub,  7    art  4M  Street,  Nav 
VorttCitj. 

COMMENDS  HEROISM  OF  OFHCEBS  AND  CHEW. 

Secretary  of  Commerce  Redfield  has  commended  Capt.  Frank  T. 
Warriner,  First  Officer  Herbert  T.  Martin,  Second  Officer  Axel  F. 
Hammer,  Engineer  William  I.  Worrell,  First  Assistant  Engineer 
William  J.  Costello,  Electrician  and  Wireless  Operator  George  W, 
Bigler,  and  the  members  of  the  crew  of  the  lighthouse  tender 
hine  for  assistance  rendered  the  bark  British  Yeoman^  which  went 
ashore  near  Fort  Allen,  Kauai,  Hawaii^  on  Januatr  16  last  Fore- 
man Clarence  E.  Sherman  and  Machinist  Julius  C.  Bartds,  of  the 
nineteenth  lighthouse  district,  who  were  on  the  tender  at  tb»  Umef 
were  also  ccmunended  for  the  efficient  service  given  by  them. 
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CENSUS  OF  MANTTFACTTOIE  OF  AUTOMOBILES. 

Between  1909  nnd  1914  the  increase  in  the  number  of  automobiles 
produced  annually  in  the  United  States  was  ;i50.3  per  cent.  The 
increase  in  total  value  was  181.7  per  cent.  The  United  States  Bureau 
of  the  Census,  which  prepared  the  figures  relating  to  this  industry, 
refers  to  the  fact  that  the  increase  in  value  of  the  output  was  much 
onaller^  relatively,"  than  the  increase  in  number  of  machines,  and 
says  that  it  may  be  accounted  for  not  only  by  a  general  reduction 
of  prices,  but  also  by  the  production  of  a  larger  proportion  of  ma- 
chines of  low-priced  makes.  Nevertheless,  touring  cars  formed  the 
principal  type  manufactured  during  both  census  years.  In  1914  the 
output  of  this  class  of  machines  was  454,87C,  valued  at  $351,585,518, 
compared  with  76.189,  valued  at  $113,510,575,  in  1909. 

An  interesting  fact  brought  out  in  the  report  is  that  returns  were 
received  from  only  two  establishments  makmg  steam  antomobiles  in 
1914,  and  in  order  to  avoid  disclosing  the  operations  of  these  two 
companies  it  was  considered  advisable  to  consolidate  their  statistics 
with  those  of  the  companies  making  gasoline  automobiles. 
Knmber  of  Plants  Kaklng  Complete  Kacblnes. 

During  1914  there  were  in  the  United  States  338  establishments 
manufacturing  complete  automobiles,  their  output  being  573.114 
machines,  valued  at  $^65,042,474.  In  addition  there  were  12  estab- 
lishments which  manufactured  20  cars,  either  for  experimental  pur- 
poses or  for  their  own  use,  upon  which  no  market  value  could  be 
placed.  At  the  1909  census  315  establishments  were  reported  as  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  automobiles,  and  their  output  was 
127^87  machines,  valued  at  $165,099,404. 

Of  the  automobiles  manufactured  in  1914,  those  operated  by  gaso- 
line or  steam  power  numbered  568.899  and  those  operated  by  electric 
power  4.715.  as  compared  with  123,452  operated  by  gasoline  or  steam 
and  3,835  by  electric  power  manufactured  in  1909.  The  increase 
during  the  five  years  in  the  number  of  gasoline  and  steam  machines 
manufactured  was  thus  3G0.4  per  cent  and  in  the  number  of  electrics 
22.9  per  cent. 

For  business  purposes  and  for  use  as  public  cabs,  omnibuses,  am- 
bulances, patrol  wagons,  fire-iighting  machines,  and  for  other  busi- 
ness purpoMS,  24,144  machines  were  manufactured  in  1914,  compared 
with  4.262  in  1909.  The  output  of  delivery  wagons  and  trucks  was 
22,753  in  1914.  compared  with  2,771  in  1909. 


VALUE  OF  PEODUCTS  OF  BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 

[Monetary  Times  of  Cannda,  F«b.  11.1 

The  value  of  agricultural  products  for  British  Columbia  wos 
greater  than  the  volue  of  the  production  of  any  other  of  the  prin- 
cipal industries  for  the  year  ended  March,  1915.  Minerals  amounted 
to  $26,388,825,  timber  products  $28,250,000,  fisheries  $13.8!)1..S!)S, 
and  agricultui-al  products  $30,184,100.  This  vear  minerals  will  show 
a  large  increase  and  will  be  nbout  $30,000,000.  With  better  pnccs 
for  lumber  products  there  will  be  better  figures  to  show  for  that 
industry  also. 
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OIL-B£ABINO  HUTS  IS  PKTT.TPPIHES  TSSTED. 

(J.  F.  Boomer,  correspondent.  Uanlla,  Dec.  31. J 

Investif^ations  have  been  made  by  the  local  Bureau  of  Science  con- 
cerning the  qualities  of  the  nut,  calumpang,  which  has  been  found 
to  be  edible,  though  slightly  purgative  when  eaten  in  quantities. 
The  composition  of  the  nuts,  as  analyzed  by  the  Bureau  of  Science, 
is:  Fat  (by  extraction  of  dry  seeds),  51.78_per  cent;  protein 
{NX6.25),  21.61  pej-  cent;  starch,  12.10  per  cent;  sugars,  5  per  cent; 
cellulose,  etc.  (by  difference),  5.51  per  cent;  ash,  3.90  per  cent. 

The  oil  expressed  from  the  calumpang  is  sweet,  with  &  com- 
paratively high  melting  point.  Its  color  is  a  light  yellow.  One 
chemist  reports  that  it  appears  to  resemble  olive  oil  very  much  in 
its  physiological  action.  It  is  nontoxic,  and  has  no  irritating  action. 
It  can  be  used  in  the  same  manner  as  olive  oil,  and  should  be  espe- 
cially useful  for  culinary  purposes. 

Additional  facts  have  also  been  ascertained  concerning  the  oil- 
bearing  nut,  VhisochUon  cuminffianus  (Harms),  in  recent  investi- 
^tions  by  local  scientists.  The  plant  belongs  to  the  natural  family 
in  which  the  Philippine  santol  occurs.  The  nut  is  known  in  many 
parts  of  the  islands,  from  northern  Luzon  to  southern  Mindanao. 
The  name  applied  to  it  in  Camarines  and  Laguna,  "balucanag,"  is 
taken  to  indicate  that  the  natives  recognize  the  nuts  as  oil-bearing, 
for  the  same  name  is  applied  to  another  and  weU-known  oil-bearing 
nut,  although  the  two  are  not  alike  in  any  other  particular. 

Tests  Vade  by  Bureau  of  Science. 

The  Chisochiton  cuminffianus  (Harms)  is  described  as  half  ellip- 
soidal  in  shape,  when  fresh,  and  as  averaging  3  centimeters  (1.18 
inches)  in  length,  and  2.5  centimeters  in  width  at  the  widest  portion. 
The  shell  is  rather  hard,  constituting  about  60  per  cent  of  the  total 
weight,  and  it  is  difficult  to  separate  it  from  the  meat.  In  a  quan- 
tity of  shelled  nuts  tested  by  the  Bureau  of  Science,  which  used 
petroleum  ether  for  the  purpose,  about  31  per  cent  of  the  whole  nut 
was  a  reddish  brown  oil.  The  composition  of  the  dry  kernels  was 
found  to  be  as  follows:  Fat  (by  extraction),  44,12  per  cent;  pro- 
tein (NX6.25),  9  per  cent;  ash,  3.19  per  cent. 

The  dry  kernel  yielded  35.56  per  cent  of  oil  on  expression.  The 
oil  had  a  rancid  odor  and  was  nondrying.  On  experiment  it  waa 
found  to  have  purgative  properties.  Tliis  oil,  however,  was  found 
to  have  a  weaker  laxative  effect  than  castor  oil,  5  parts  of  it  being 
approximately  equivalent  to  1  part  of  castor  oil.  This  oil,  more  com- 
monly called  cato,  was  found  by  the  Bureau  of  Science  to  be  val- 
uable for  soapmaking.  One  local  firm  now  employs  the  oil  in  that 
industry. 

[Previous  articles  on  oIl-bearlnK  nuts  In  the  Philippine  Islands  were  inib- 
Ushed  Id  Gohhebce  Refobts  for  Mar.  17,  1915,  Oct  81,  June  16,  and  Apr.  10, 
1914.]   

K£W  SCHOOL  OF  SCIEHCE  IN  TENEZI7EL&. 

Venezuela  is  to  have  a  school  of  physical,  mathematical,  and 
natural  sciences  according  to  a  recent  presidential  decree  in  the 
Gaceta  Oficial.  The  new  school  is  to  be  established  in  the  city  of 
Caracas,  and  it  will  replace  the  practical  work  in  these 
which  was  ordered  in  a  decree  issued  last  Kovember* 
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S£XIOAN  OIL  SHlFlfEin^S  TO  UNITED  STAT£S. 

(Vice  Consul  Thoronx  II.  BeTan,  Tannpico,  F«b.  B.] 

The  exports  of  crude  oil  from  Tampico  to  the  United  Stntes 
during  Jammry,  1916,  show  n  substantial  increase  over  those  for  the 
corresponding  month  of  Inst  year,  aggregating  l,3ir).97T  barrels  as 
compared  with  1,093,431  barrels.  Of  the  shipments  during  Janu- 
ary of  the  present  year,  214,027  barrels  went  to  Galveston,  Tex.; 
200,718  to  Baltimore,  Md.;  180.371  to  New  York,  N.  Y.;  121.398  to 
Philadelphia,  Pa.;  109.888  to  New  Orleans.  La.;  86,989  to  Port 
Arthur,  Tex. :  76,000  to  Portland,  Me. ;  60.000  to  Sabine,  Tex. :  56,000 
to  Tampa.  Ma.;  48,000  to  Key  West,  Fla.;  38,314  to  Providence, 
R.  I.;  37,000  to  Warner,  N.  J.;  31,476  to  Kreeport,  Tex.;  30,000  to 
Baton  Kouge,  La.;  17,000  to  Texas  City,  Tex.;  and  8,796  to  Aransas, 
Tex. 

The  Huasteca  Petroleum  Co.  supplied  479,704  barrels  of  the 
month^s  shipments  from  Tampico  to  the  United  States,  the  Standard 
Oil  Co.  of  New  Jersey,  318.000  barrels;  the  Mexican  Gulf  Oil  Co., 
120.000;  the  East  Coast  Oil  Co.,  117,622  barrels;  the  Tampico  Co., 
10-2,360  barrels;  the  Freeport-Mex  Fuel  Oil  Co.,  62,291  barrels;  Cia. 
Mexicann  de  Petroleo  "  El  Aeuila  "  S.  A.,  56,000  barrels ;  the  Panuca 
Valley  Oil  Fields  (Ltd.),  37,000  barrels;  and  the  Pierce  Oil  Cor- 
poration, 17,000  barrels. 

During  January  5o0..505  barrels  were  shipped  from  Tuxpam, 
Mexico,  to  the  Ignited  States  by  the  Compania  de  Petroleo  "  EI 
Agiiila  "  S.  A.  and  the  Penn  Mex  Fuel  Oil  Co.,  the  former  company 
sending  76.9r)6  barrels  to  Philadelphia,  70,473  to  Baton  Rouge,  Ija., 
68.578  to  Galveston,  Tex..  50,150  to  Port  Tampa,  Fla.,  31.531  to 
Sabine.  Tex..  24.704  to  Baltimore.  Md.,  22.000  to  Key  West,  FU., 
and  10.000  barrels  to  New  York.  The  Penn  Mex  Fuel  Co.  delivered 
79.107  barrels  to  Baton  Rouse.  La.,  71,006  to  New  York,  N.  Y.,  and 
60,000  barrels  to  Baltimore,  Md. 


PEAT  POWDEE  USED  BY  SWEDEN  FOE  LOCOMOTIVES, 

Experiments  in  the  use  of  peat  powder  on  locomotives  of  the  State 
railways  have  demonstrated  that  as  heavy  trains  can  bo  pulled  and 
as  good  speed  be  made  where  this  fuel  is  employed  as  where  anthra- 
cite is  used,  according  to  a  statement  issued  by  the  Swedish  telegram 
bureau,  which  has  been  received  from  tlie  secretary  of  the  American 
Embassy  at  Stockholm.  The  statement  declares  that  the  powder  can 
technically,  as  well  as  economically,  take  the  place  of  anthracite  as 
fuel  for  locomotives. 

The  railway  directors  have  decided  to  undertake  the  development 
of  this  class  of  fuel  by  two  different  methods  for  purposes  of  com- 
parison. Two  expei-ts  have  been  requested  to  give  complete  estimates 
of  the  cost  of  preparing  a  certain  bog  for  the  manufacture  of  peat 
powder,  together  with  estimates  of  running  expenses,  by  the  respec- 
tive methotls.  The  bog  selected  is  said  to  be  that  at  Hasthagen,  about 
1|  miles  from  the  station  at  Vislanda,  with  an  area  of  about  500 
acres. 

There  were  20,289,568  pounds  of  rice  exported  from  British  Guiana 
durizig  1915,  compared  with  15,880,941  pounds  for  1914. 
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AamciTLTnBix  ihplehehts  is  asoshtzva. 

ISpedol  Agent  Prank  B.  Voa  Mots,  Buemw  Aires.] 

Many  years  ago  considerable  trouble  was  experienced  by  Argen- 
tinian importers  of  American  agricultural  macninery,  not  only  be- 
cause of  light,  inadequate  packing,  but  also  on  account  of  the  appar- 
ent belief  of  the  manufacturer  that  he  could  furnish  goods  for 
Argentina  just  as  they  were  built  for  the  United  States.  The  unwill- 
ingness of  tlie  American  exporter  at  that  time  to  change  his  goods  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  this  market  gave  rise  to  such  dissatisfaction 
that  factory  officials  found  it  advisable  to  visit  the  country.  They 
were  there  readily  convinced  that,  if  certain  changes  were  made, 
Argentina  itself  could  provide  them  with  a  sufficient  volume  of  busi- 
ness to  make  the  alterations  altogether  worth  while.  The  changes 
that  were  carried  out  in  nearly  alllines  of  farm  implements  have  had 
notable  results.  They  have  enabled  one  of  the  largest  machinery 
firms  in  Buenos  Aires  to  discontinue  nearly  all  the  British  and  Ger- 
man lines  formerly  sold  by  them,  replacmg  these  with  American- 
made  goods.  Little  difficulty  of  any  Icind  is  now  experienced,  and 
the  manager  of  the  firm  states  that  it  is  doubtful  whether  his  con- 
cern could  ever  be  induced  to  change  the  extremely  pleasant  rela- 
tions with  American  manufacturers  uiat  have  now  existed  for  many 
years. 

Amerioan  Plow  Shows  AttentloiL  to  Argenttne  Beqvirementi. 

Within  the  past  two  years  a  large  American  companv  has  de- 
veloped a  plow  line  for  its  Argentme  branch.  A  sample  l<>-inch 
Bulky  plow  that  the  writer  was  permitted  to  inspect  reveals  attentimi 
to  many  little  details  of  construction  that  have  not  been  cared  for 
by  other  American  manufacturers.  Argentine  farmers  require  larger 
rolling  coulters  on  their  plows  than  are  commonly  used  in  the 
United  States,  and  most  American  makers  are  supplying  these  large 
coulters.  They  have  not  taken  into  consideration,  however,  the  fact 
that  a  larger  blade  requires  a  better  bearing  and  a  longer  one.  The 
coulter  that  has  a  hub  on  either  side  of  the  blade  into  which  small 
cast  bushings  ai*e  fitted  is  not  a  desirable  form  of  construction  for 
Argentina.  There  is  not  sufficient  bearing  surface;  after  being  used 
a  snort  time  the  bearings  become  worn.  They  are  a  constant  source 
of  annoyance^  and  replacement  is  a  big  item  of  expense.  A  chilled 
bearing  running  the  full  length  through  the  hub  of  the  coulter  and 
revolvmg  upon  a  tempered  bolt  will  give  a  good  bearing  surface  and 
will  not  permit  the  coulter  blade  to  become  wobbly  after  a  few 
days'  work  in  the  field. 

The  writer  was  also  very  much  impressed  with  a  new  drop- 
forged  knife  head  for  mowers  that  has  a  chilled  eye  where  it  engages 
the  pitman.  This  construction  has  been  the  subject  of  much  ravor- 
able  comment  on  the  part  of  Argentine  farmers. 

Xuket  for  American  Thraahen  and  Com  SheUen. 

The  writer  called  recently  on  a  German  firm  in  Buenos  Aires  that 
has  for  years  been  importing  American  goods  in  lai^e  quantities 
and  has  been  very  successful.  The  proprietors  stated  that  American 
agricultural  implements  are  preferred  in  the  Argentine  market,  with 
the  exception  of  thrashers  and  cylinder  com  shellers.  The  En^sh 
thrashers  have  had  a  much  larger  sale  than  the  American  mMcamm^ 
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because  of  tlie  fact  that  they  are  built  much  heavier  and  will  stand 
more  abuse.  However,  the  uncertainty  of  the  weather  during  the 
thrashing  season  and  the  lack  of  good  roads  have  made  it  imperative 
that  farmers  purchase  individuaf  thrashing  outfits,  which  must  not 
be  too  expensive.  The  American  manufacturers  were  the  first  to 
recognize  the  demand  for  small  units  and  are  fast  taking  the  trade 
out  of  English  hands. 

With  respect  to  power  com  shellers  American  makers  have  not 
been  quite  so  fortunate.  It  is  stated,  however,  that  sample  shellera 
are  now  on  the  way  from  the  United  States  that  have  been  built 
according  to  Argentine  specifications.  With  these  it  is  hoped  that 
local  houses  wilfbe  successful.  Power  shellers  in  small  units  will 
be  in  great  demand  in  Argentina. 


BAHAHA  INSTTSTBY  OF  COSTA  EICA 

(Pr^arad  from  data  submitted  b.v  Sefior  Doa  Marclal  AlpUar,  Member  oC  tbe  National 

Congrpsa  of  Coeta  Blco.] 

Costa  Bica's  shipments  of  bananas  during  1914  were  91  times  the 
exports  in  1883  (in  which  year  the  exportation  of  this  fruit  began), 
and  in  1915  exceeded  those  of  the  preceding  twelvemonth,  although 
exact  figures  are  not  at  hand.  The  marvelous  development  of  the 
industry  (which  is  now  the  great  single  industry  of  the  Republic) 
is  indicated  in  the  following  table,  compiled  from  the  official  returns 
of  exports  for  the  last  32  years: 


Yean. 

Stems. 

Yean. 

Stems. 

Years. 

StemsJ 

110.(103 
420.000 
4Dl,lffl 

m.m 

880,817 
864. 58ft 
980,888 
1,€B4.7M 
1.183,717 
1,178.812 
1.378,647 

i.m,m 

1,585,817 
1,602. loa 
1,905,831 
2,331,136 
2.08-.',  771 
3.420,166 
8,870.198 
4,174,190 
5,130,163 
6.165,400 

7,383.000 
S,872,7» 
10,166,661 
10,074,500 
ft, 405.690 
9,097.885 
9,309,588 
10.647.702 
11.170,818 
10,162.912 

1907  

1901  

uaa  

Costa  Rica  holds  first  place  among  the  Latin  American  Republics 
in  the  cultivation  of  this  fruit  Through  seed  selection  and  better 
care  of  the  soil  the  planters  are  gradually  eradicating  the  banana 
disease,  which  made  its  appearance  here  about  10  years  ago.  The 
United  States  presents  by  far  the  best  market  tor  Costa  Rican 
bananas,  taking,  in  1913,  8,354,722  stems  out  of  a  total  of  11,170,812 
stems  exported. 

IHFB07£D  TTFE  OF  BASIOGRAU  BECEIVER. 

[CoDsul  Robertaon  nooej.  Uadrld.  E^in.  Jan.  24.] 

£1  Imparcial,  one  of  the  leading  dailies  of  Madrid,  states  that  the 
Bfinister  of  Public  Works,  after  examination  and  report  by  the  Cen- 
tre Tecnico  de  Aeronauticos  (a  bureau  of  the  Ministry),  has  ap- 

f roved  a  radiogram  receiver  of  type  that  does  away  with  ear  pieces, 
t  is  stated  that  tbe  radius  of  the  new  apparatus  is  in  excess  of 
5,000  kilometers  (3,100  miles)  and  that  it  is  contem^ated  to  insti- 
tute radiographic  service  b^ween  Spain  and  the  United  States. 
Petails  of  the  new  instrument  ace  not  yet  available. 
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HABEET  FOK  AMEEICAIT  FETIITS  IN  BBAZIL. 

[ConBOl  General  Alfr«d  L.  Moroau  Ootticbalk.  Rio  de  Janeiro,  3an.  IS.] 

For  some  time  past  the  correspondence  of  the  Rio  de  Janiero  con- 
sulate general  has  bjen  pointing  toward  an  increased  interest  on  the 
part  of  American  chambers  of  commerce,  fruit  growers'  nssociations, 
etc..  OS  weW  as  on  the  part  of  certain  individuals,  toward  supplying 
Brazil  with  their  products.  That  there  is  a  field  for  foreign  fruits, 
both  dried  and  fresh — particularly  for  the  fresh  fruits  of  temperate 
noi'them  climates,  which  are  here  regarded  not  only  as  luxuries  but 
as  possessing  a  certain  medicinal  or  dietetic  value — the  following 
import  statistics  will  show  (the  values  being  stated  in  United  Stat^ 
currency) : 


Closes  tnd  origin. 


Fiosi'  rnilt';,  lotal*  

Vniled  t-laUi  

I  or  Ileal  

t  pQi'n  

Arcen'  fna  

Tios\  applet  

X'nl  ed  Slate)  

I'or  ugal   

BritUh  posfetsloni  

Onr«^  

t'olied  Stales  


1913 


(S73.022 
223.905 
305,234 
H9..M5 
IW.S78 
2M.2B2 
149.a7iJ 
11,897 
£4,303 
UW.Ml 
2,859 


1914 


I6.=0.((24 
H3.0&S 
£41,029 
35.150 
lOa.Stn 
223.929 
1^3.307 
1.S70 
n3.G32 
S03,m 
6,774 


Cbssaj  ond  origiiL 


Grapes —Contbiasd, 

Spain  

I'er.ugal  

Dried  iniiis  

Unl  ed  Slates  

FranM  

Spain  

Pre6en>ed  fruiu  and  fmlt 
ex  iracis  

Unl-ed  Suiee  

Fntm  


1913 


><«31,531 

040, 131 
22,096 
:07,7K9 
2£0.7K7 

47,3.« 
20,-33 
13.  «7 


»I4 


«t,211 

2&2,309 
e,7H 

98,  m 

6S,30S 

W.200 
8.9M 


•  Includei  ibe  rraib  sppte  and  grapes  shown  in  tbe  Iwo  lollowlng  Henu. ' 

But  the  Brazilian  trade  in  American  fruits,  fresh  or  dried,  can  not 
be  handled  by  tlie  individual  grower.  It  must  be  handled  either 
through  a  commission  house  or  by  a  combination  of  exporters  strong 
enough  to  finance  transactions  through  the  granting  of  the  credits 
to  which  this  market  is  accustomed,  with  an  organization  that  makes 
possible  the  checking  up  of  cargoes  at  the  seaboard,  that  puts  com- 
petent salesmen  in  this  field  not  only  to  solicit  orders  but  also  to 
gather  credit  information,  and  that  attends  to  such  matters  as  foreign 
e.xclian^e,  marine  insurance,  consular  invoices,  and  correspondence 
in  the  importer's  own  language. 

Fretb  Pnilti  and  KefriKcration. 

Contracts  for  fi-esh  fruits  have  usually  been  made  here  between 
the  local  importer  and  the  American  packer  in  May  or  June  to  cover 
the  coming  year.  This  business  has  to  a  certain  extent  been  monop- 
olized by  one  Brazilian  house  that  sells  not  only  in  the  city  of  Rio  de 
Janeiro  but  in  Siio  Paulo,  l^ernambuco,  Bahia,  and  elsewhere.  It  is 
said  to  dispose  of  some  5,000  cases  of  60  pounds  each  per  month.  It 
buys,  I  am  told,  only  small  amounts  in  California,  but  considerable 
quantities  from  Boston  and  other  places.  The  other  fruit  importers 
of  Kio  de  Janeiro  require  an  additional  5,000  cases  of  fi*csh  fruit  a 
month. 

There  was  for  a  time  an  attempt  here,  on  the  part  of  certain 
Portuguese  dealers,  to  control  tlie  market  by  obtaining  possession  of 
what  packing-house  (refrigerating)  facilities  were  available,  but 
this  **ring'*  has  been  broken  now  by  increased  refrigerating  facili- 
ties, notably  that  of  the  Frigorifico  dos  Caes  do  Porto,  which  is  open 
to  all,  and  which  has  rooms  not  only  for  meats  but  for  eggs,  vegeta- 
bles, and  fruits  as  well.  Under  the  old  system  the  few  Portuguese 
balers  who  practically  controlled  the  situation  at  the  small  banta 
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liozia  packiog  house  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  charged,  so  I  am  told,  as  much 

as  5  millreis  ($1.25)  per  month  for  storing  one  barrel  oi  grapes. 
Since  the  opening  of  the  newer  and  larger  FrigoriBco  do  Caes  do 
Porto  the  price  ror  the  same  service  has  fallen  to  500  reis  ($0,125) 
per  barreL 

Otiter  Cold-storage  I^dlltles. 

The  new  packing  house  here,  the  Empreza  de  Armazens  Frigo- 
rificos,  is  an  offshoot  of  the  Docking  Co.,  which  is  an  offshoot  of  the 
Kio  de  Janeiro  Port  Co.,  which  itself  is  one  of  the  many  subsidiary 
companies  of  the  Brazil  Railway.  The  Brazil  Railway  (incorpo- 
rated in  the  State  of  Maine)  is  the  holding  company  for  all  the 
others,  which  shares  are  said  to  be  entirely  in  French,  English,  and 
Belgian  hands. 

Tne  Empreza  de  Armazens  Frigorificos  p(»sesses  a  modem  and 
well-equipped  packing  house  and  its  presence  is  certainly  the  cause 
of  the  breaking-up  of  the  fruit-monopoly  above  referred  to.  It  has 
recently  been  circularizing  North  American  fruit  exporters,  sug- 

fssting  that  they  consign  cargoes  to  it,  the  Empreza  de  Armazens 
rigorificos,  to  clear  the  cargoes  from  the  customs,  market  the  fniit 
locsdJy,  and  reimburse  itself  for  its  outlays,  as  well  as  cover  its 
charges  for  cold  storage,  from  the  local  consumer.  [See  Comhercb 
BEPfHiTS  for  Oct.  18, 1915.1  Persons  interested  may  probably  obtain 
any  desired  information  about  this  concern  by  inquiring  at  the  New 
York  offices  of  either  the  National  City  Bank  or  R.  G.  Dun  &  Co., 
both  of  which  have  agencies  in  Bio  de  Janeiro  and  are  fully  prepared 
to  furnish  ratings. 
Ketall  Prices  at  Bio  de  Janeiro. 

That  incredibly  high  prices  (retail)  still  prevail  in  Bio  for  foreign 
fresh  fruits,  as  well  as  dried  fruits  and  the  native  fresh  fruits  of 
Brazil,  is  shown  by  the  following  list  of  {prices  which  were  obtained 
by  sending  an  employee  of  this  office  to  visit  the  largest  fruit  sliops 
of  the  city  on  three  different  occasions: 

Foreign  fruits,  fresh,  per  dozen. — Peaches,  $1.25;  appl^  $0.63  to  $2;  pears, 
90.75  to  $1.25;  plums,  ¥0.80;  grapes,  $0.37  to  $0.50  per  kilo  of  2.2046  pounds; 
melons,  $1  each. 

Foreign  fruits,  dried,  per  kilo.— Hates  $0.88  to  $1;  apricots,  $0.75  to  $0.88; 
prunes,  $0.70  to  $1.25;  raisins,  $0.50  to  $1;  aM)Ies,  $0.75  to  $0.88;  figs,  $0.63; 
pears.  $0.75  to  $0.88 ;  peaches,  $0.75  to  $1. 

Foreign  fruits,  preserved,  per  tin.— Peaches,  $0.88  to  $1;  pears,  $0.88  to  $1; 
apricots,  $0.88  to  $1 ;  cherries,  $1;  plums,  .$0.88  to  $1  (also  sold  in  small  glass 
bottles  of  450  grams — about  1  pouml — at  $0.40  each).  Preserved  fruits  of  alt 
kinds,  from  Portugal,  are  occasionally  seen  at  $0.50  a  tin. 

BrmHian  fruits,  fresh,  per  dozen. — Mangoes  (mnngas),  $0.75  to  $1;  grana- 
dtltas  < maracuja ) ,  $1;  oranges  (laranjas),  $0.50;  lemons  (llmOes),  $0.50;  limes 
(Umas),  $0.50;  tangerines  (tangerlnas),  $0.38;  sapmlillas  (sapoti),  $0.56;  ba- 
nanas (bananas),  $0.15;  pineapples  (abacoxi),  $0.25  each;  coconuts  (cocAa), 
$0.20  each;  pawpaws  (mamSo),  $0:38  each;  custard  apple  or  chorlmoyer 
(fructa  de  conde),  $0.15  each. 

Brazilian  fruitt,  preaerved  in  airnp,  lorfw  Una,  per  tin. — Cashew  (cajll), 
$0.46;  goava  (golaba).  $0.60;  mango  (manga),  $0.80;  durlan  (Jaot),  $0.38; 
plneopple  (Abacaxi),  $0.20  to  $0.50,  according  to  quality;  peaches  (pec^os), 
fO.OO  to  $0.75;  pears  (penis),  $0.48;  figs  (flgos)  in  small  tins,  $0.38  to  $0.75. 

Cttstonu  Bntles  and  Chains. 

The  Brazilian  customs  duties  on  the  various  classes  of  goods  that 
■would  interest  the  American  fruit  grower  are  as  follows : 

Par.  90.  Fresh  fruits,  chestnuts,  almonds,  coconuts,  nuts,  filberts,  and  ollvef 
«C  wliaterer  qualltY— per  klto,  100  reis,  or  about  $0,025  American  currenc7« 
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Frttlt  drleA  or  cnndted  in  Its  own  Jnlces  of  whatever  quality— per  kUo,  400  rela, 

or  about  $0.10  American  currency. 

Par.  01.  Other  kinds  of  fruits,  coconuts,  or  nuts  not  specified,  preserved  In 
spirits.  Juices,  In  marmalade  or  Jelly — per  kilo.  1:200  niilrels,  or  about  ?0.30 
American  currency.  The  same,  crystallized.  In  dry  candy  form  or  without  sirup 
or  prepared  lu  any  otlier  way — per  klto,  2  mllrels,  or  about  ^.50  American 
currency. 

These  are  but  the  bare  duties.  It  has  been  computed  that  with  all 
the  other  charges  incident  to  clearing,  local  transportation,  and  sur- 
tax, and  biking  into  consideration  the  proportion  payable  in  gold,  the 
total  charges  would  average  some  50  per  cent  more  than  the  figures 

above  given. 

American  Dried  Fmlts  FavorBliIy  Known. 

Investigation  of  the  field  shows  that  American  dried  fruits  are 
favorably  known  here.  Orders  seem  to  hare  been  filled  thus  far 
chiefly  from  New  York  and  Boston  rather  than  fr(Hn  Califomia. 
Baisins,  prunes,  peaches,  and  apricots  would  find  good  acceptance. 

Dealers,  however,  insist  upon  seeing  samples,  and  refuse  to  order, 
even  from  samples,  with  the  prospect  of  having  to  wnit  the  two  or 
three  months  that  it  takes  to  fill  an  order  from  the  United  States. 
It  is  clearly  evident  that  if  a  concern  were  to  locate  here  which  could 
give  the  business  its  attention,  could  studv  the  credit  situation  here, 
and  fill  orders  from  a  constantly  replenished  local  stock,  an  excel- 
lent trade  could  be  worked  up.  At  present  chances  seem  excellent, 
but  it  would  be  well  to  remember  that  when  European  traders  once 
more  assume  their  rid  place  in  this  field  American  growers  will  have 
to  face  the  competition  of  credit  terms  extending  sometimes  over 
six  months  or  more. 

I  am  i-eliably  informed  that  considerable  quantities  of  American 
dried  fruits  lutve  reached  Brazil  in  the  past  from  Europe,  where 
they  had  been  imported  and  repacked.  I  am  also  told  that  American 
dried  fruits  (California  product)  keep  perfectly  in  this  climate,  and 
that  £ami)le  lots  of  raisins  of  the  1914  crop  arrived  in.perfect  condi- 
tion. It  is  said  that  American  dried  fruit  has  a  certain  superiority 
over  the  Eurcpean  in  connection  with  withstanding  a  tropical  cli- 
mate, because  it  was  originally  sun  cured  and  will  not  "candy,"  as 
do  the  Spanish  raisins  and  the  excellent  prunes  of  France.  A  great 
nuntber  of  fresh-frnit  stores  and  almost  all  good  groceries  in  this  city 
handle  dried  fruits  nowadays.  A  favorite  form  of  package  for 
prunes  here  is  tlie  10-pound  and  20-pound  tin  which  the  French  use. 
This  seems  to  be  much  preferred  to  the  American  wooden  box. 

Canned  Fraits  and  Tegetables. 

It  is  evident  from  the  figures  already  given  that  the  United  States 
has  been  sending  to  Brazil  a  very  small  quantity  of  canned  fruits 
and  vegetables,  as  compared  with  what  iii'ght  have  been  rent  had 
they  been  properly  marketed  here.  Naturally  these  are  used  less  by 
the  Brazilian  people  than  by  foreigners  or  those  who  have  traveled. 

Traders  seem  most  interested  in  peas,  asparagus,  and  tomatoes 
among  the  vegetable?,  and  in  peaches,  apricots,  pears,  apples,  cher- 
ries, and  jams  (esjiecially  strawberry  jam)  among  the  fruit  prepa- 
rations. The  rather  large  consumiition  of  jams,  wh'ch  are  sold  in 
all  the  grod  shops  here,  in  chieflv  of  British  brands  (Crosse  &  Black- 
well's  and  Aforton's).  The  duties  on  these  are  high,  but  this  obsta- 
is  overcome  by  the  fact  that  they  are  purchased  exclu^vely  by* 
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the  better-class  Brazilians  and  foreigners,  who  insist  on  good  quality 
and  do  not  stickle  at  prices. 

The  large-sized  California  canned  peaches,  pears,  and  apricots 
are  regarded  here  as  great  luxuries  and  universally  liked,  but  they 
have  been  almost  inaccessible  in  price  to  the  consumer  of  average 
means,  each  can  of  1  kilo  weight  (including,  of  course,  the  tin)  cost- 
ing locally  at  retail  75  cents  American  currency.  The  duty  on  such 
gcwds,  which  includes  the  weight  of  the  container,  is,  perhaps,  a 
serious  obstacle  here,  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  proper  business 
methods  would  popularize  and  greatly  increase  the  present  consump- 
tion of  such  canned  fruits  from  Caliiomia  as  apricots,  peaches,  and 
pears. 

AMerleaa.  Mvnery  StoelL 

People  in  the  United  States,  and  jjarticularly  nurserymen,  are  apt 
to  think  of  Brazil  as  having  a  tropical  climate  throughout  its  vast 
extent  of  territory.  This  is  quite  incorrect.  To  be  sure  the  summers 
are  hot,  and  rather  torridly  tropical  from  Rio  de  Janeiro  northward 
than  otherwise;  but  the  vast  extent  of  southern  Brazil  is  decidedly 
temperate  in  climate  in  most  places,  and  throughout  the  Republic  the 
hill  resorts  affected  by  people  for  country  residence  are  decidedly 
temperate  in  climate.  A  la^e  dealer  in  nursery  stock  in  this  cit^ 
tells  me  that  many  of  the  "  Luther  Burbank  "  varieties  of  scientifi- 
cally improved  orchard  trees  are  known  here.  Among  other  unex- 
pected things  I  found  that  one  dealer  had  imported  a  considerable 
number  of  the  Santa  Rosa  spineless  cacti. 

It  would,  of  course,  take  considerable  advertising  to  introduce 
Northern  fruit  trees  in  any  quantity  into  even  the  more  favorable 
localities  of  Brazil;  but  numerous  Brazilians  are  of  the  opinion  that 
it  might  be  done  successfully,  and  probably  many  more  would  be 
interested  if  the  first  experiments  were  at  all  productive.  I  am  told 
that  grapevines,  and  peach,  pear,  and  apple  trees  would  find  the 
greatest  chance  here  among  the  fruit  farmers  of  the  uplands  and  of 
the  South. 

But  on  the  question  of  fruit  fanning  let  there. be  no  misunder- 
standing. There  are  very  few  fruit  or  truck  farms  of  any  kind  here, 
and  the  attempt  would  be  a  costly  one,  to  be  carried  on  only  in 
conjunction  with  some  established  trade,  say  in  fresh  or  dried  fruits, 
or  canned  ^oods.  The  very  fact  that  there  are  few  orchards  or  prop- 
erly organizal  truck  farms  to  supplv  the  larger  cities  is  what  would 
open,  to  a  remarkable  degree,  a  trade  in  both  fresh  and  dried  fruits 
from  foreign  countries  if  the  supplv  could  be  made  regular,  the 
price  kept  down  to  suitable  limits,  and  reasonable  credit  extended. 

local  AdTertislBff. 

In  this  connection  I  should  add  that  the  most  farseeing  merchants 
here  are  not  entirely  in  sympathy  with  the  view  that,  because  people 
in  Brazil  are  inured  to  the  high  cost  of  living  and  are  often  willing 
to  pay  high  prices,  exporters  in  the  United  States  should  ask  as  high 
a  price  as  possible  for  tiieir  goods.  The  opposite  would  seem  to  he 
the  rule  of  success,  i.  e.,  to  create  a  constantly  increasing  demand  by 
offering  a  good  atiicle  at  a  popularly  accessible  price;  and  to  trust 
rather  to  small  profits  but  many  sales,  than  to  large  margins  of  profit 
on  a  limited  number  of  transactions.  It  is  a  question  not  of  selling 
one  apple  or  ten,  but  of  teaching  a  foreign  market  to  buy  one  appM 
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constantly  from  the  United  States  in  preference  to  buying  it  from 
any  other  country. 
If  any  realy  serious  trade  is  to  be  done  here  in  American  fruits, 

they  must  be  extensively  advertised.  The  lines  which  are  most  i-ec- 
ommended  to  me  are  invariably  (1)  the  newspapers  and  magazines, 
(2)  showy  pictorial  advertisements  in  stores,  and  (3)  street-car  ad- 
vertising. It  has  been  impressed  upon  me  that  the  advertising  of 
American  fcod  products,  and  especially  of  fruits,  might  well  and 
profitably  be  based  on  the  recommendation  of  prrminent  Brazilian 
physicians,  who  are  niucli  inclined  to  include  the  fruits  of  foreign 
temperate  climates  in  their  patients*  dietaries.  There  is  beins  trans- 
mitted herewith  an  illustrated  catalogue  of  fresh  apples  and  pears 
that  may  serve  as  an  example  of  the  manner  in  which  British  firms 
advertise  their  fruit  business  in  Spanish  America.  The  catalogue  is 
in  Spanish,  but,  of  course,  would  be  more  useful  here  were  it  in  Portu- 
guese, although  Spanish  is  ofteu  understood  by  a  certain  class  of 
Brazilian  meixihants. 

[This  catalogue  may  be  Inf^wcted  at  the  Bureau  of  Fordgn  nnd  DmnesUc 
Commerce  or  Its  district  uIHces  upon  ankiug  for  file  No.  72510,  which  oRtces  will 
also  supply,  under  the  same  file  numl)er,  a  list  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  commtsskm 
bouses  and  Importers  handtlnf!  fresh,  drleil,  and  preserved  fmlts.] 


IHFROVEXEirT  OF  FABXS  TELEPHONE  STSTEK. 

ICommercinl  Attache  C.  W.  A.  Vodltr.  TnrlB,  Frnnt-e.  Jan.  25.] 

It  is  reported  in  the  papers  that  the  French  Government  has  drawn 
up  a  bill  to  be  presented  to  Parliament  providing  for  an  outlay  of 
over  l-20,000,000  francs  ($23,100,000)  for  the  improvement  and  ex- 
tension of  tlie  telephone  system  of  Paris.  A  technical  commission 
has  been  appointed  and  has  handed  in  its  report.  According  to 
Le  Petit  Parisien  the  chief  provisions  of  the  jiropcsed  scheme  are  as 
follows:  The  constructicn  and  equipment  of  six  large  new  telephone 
exchanges  in  Paris;  the  enlargement  of  three  existing  telephone  ex- 
changes; the  introduction  of  new  multiple  switchboards  for  12,600 
lines;  the  installation  of  automatic  meters  in  the  Paris  exchanges; 
and  the  laying  down  of  long-distance  subterranean  lines. 

American  Sales  of  Frames  ani  Holdings  in  Canada. 

Importations  of  picture  and  photograph  frames  into  Canada  from 
the  United  States  for  the  year  ended  March  31,  1915,  according 
to  Consul  Henry  H.  Balch,  at  Yarmouth.  Nova  Scotia,  amounted 
to  $84,409  out  of  a  total  importation  of  $111,100,  compared  with 
$123,575  in  the  preceding  year  out  of  a  total  of  $169,381.  Importa- 
tions of  moldings  (plain,  gilded,  etc.)  for  the  1915  period  from  the 
United  States  were  valued  at  $71,836  out  of  a  total  of  $72,fi91,  com- 
pared with  $154,145  out  of  a  total  of  $155,446  in  the  preceding  yeinr. 

District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Kew  York,  Eocm  403  tTnitcd  States  Customhouse;  EostoQ,  ciglitcsnth  floor 
ITnlted  States  Customhouse;  Cbicaso,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  402  Third 
ITational  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  921  Post  Office  Building;  Kew  Orlsans,  lOSO 
Hihernia  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  306  United  States  Cnstomhonse;  Seattle, 
822  Alaska  Building.  Cooperatirc  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Gom- 
meroe;  Cineinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commeree; 
Detroit,  Board  of  Commeree;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Daveaport 
(Iowa),  Commerctal  Clnb. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOMMEBCB  EEP0BT8. 


671 


FOSEIOH  TRADE  OFFOBTUVITIES. 

Bcurred  addrnns  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bvre»m  and  Its  district  oflices.  Bequeat 
for  each  opportunit;  sbould  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  the        namber  glTen. 

Machinery,  household  uienails,  etc.,  No.  20162. — A  commercial  agent  of  the 
Bureau  reports  that  a  firm  in  Scotland  desires  to  communicate  with 
American  manufacturers  of  engine  machinery  and  equipment;  refriserat- 
Ing  machinery ;  Irrigation  machinery ;  pumps ;  rice-miUlng  machinery ; 
honsebold  utensils,  Including  hollow  ware;  optical  goods;  and  household 
electrical  apparatus.  All  of  the  above  are  Intended  for  exportation  to  the 
Far  East. 

Lithoffraphic  and  typographic  supplies,  No.  20163. — An  American  consular 
officer  in  Italy  reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  communicate 
with  American  manufacturers  or  exporters  of  lithographic  and  typographic 
supplies.  Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

€ampeche  extract.  No.  20J64. — A  firm  in  Portugal  informs  an  American  con- 
sular officer  that  it  Is  In  the  market  for  campeche  extract  for  dyeing  pur- 
poses, and  for  any  drugs  or  chemical  products  used  for  such  purposes. 
Quotations  should  be  sent  Immediately.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Btai/ned  or  eolared  gla$%  and  hardware^  No.  20165. — ^An  American  consular  <^c» 
In  Colombia  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of 
stained  or  colored  glass  In  plain  and  leaded  designs  tot  transoms  of  vesti- 
bules, etc.  The  firm  also  desires  to  secure  the  agency  of  American  manu- 
facturers or  exporters  of  hardware. 

KiUAen  supplies.  No.  20166. — A  firm  In  Canada  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch 
with  American  manufactnrers  of  hotel  kitchen  supplies.  The  firm  Is  at 
present  especially  Interested  in  fixtures  for  coffee  urns. 

Barrels,  No.  20167. — An  American  consular  officer  In  India  writes  that  a  firm 
in  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of 
tight  co<^rage  barrels. 

Coot,  No.  20168. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Spain  reports  a  possible 
market  for  gas  coal.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  t.  t  Spalnsh  ports. 
American  exporters  should  send  analyses  Immediately. 

Dimidivi,  etc..  No.  20160. — A  business  man  In  Venezuela  Informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  he  Is  In  a  position  to  supply  dividlvi,  charcoal,  dyeing 
materials,  "  barba  de  palo,"  a  vegetable  product  tar  making  mattresses,  and 
"  silk  cotton,"  or  the  product  of  the  mimosa.  Correspondence  should  be  In 
Spanish. 

Cotton,  cardboard,  etc..  No.  20170. — The  commercial  attache  of  the  Department 
of  Commerce  In  Chili  reports  that  a  man  In  that  country  Is  In  the  market 
for  65  tons  of  ginned  cotton  and  25  tons  of  blue  cardboard  for  boxes  to  hold 
medicated  and  absorbent  cotton.  It  Is  stated  that  the  man  also  purchases 
black  aniline  dyes,  and  desires  to  receive  quotations  and  cataloffues  on 
carding  and  other  machinery  for  cleaning  cotton  and  making  ordinary 
black  cotton  cloth.  Cash  will  be  paid  on  arrival  of  goods  at  port  of  entry. 
RcaBnence  Is  Eiven. 

Office  supplies.  No.  201T1. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Spain  reports  that  a 
firm  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogue  and  quotations,  c.  1.  f. 
Slianish  ports,  for  office  supplies,  espedally  inkwells,  penracks,  weights, 
pads,  etc  Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish. 

Maehinery,  No.  20172. — A  firm  In  England  Informs  an  American  consular  officer 
that  It  desires  to  purchase,  for  shipment  to  Australia,  a  machine  for  mak- 
ing crescent-shaped  heel  plates. 

Drugs,  No.  20173. — An  American  consular  officer  In  the  Caucasus  reports  that  a 
firm  In  his  district  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations  with  American 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  ether,  cloroform,  bismuths,  camphor, 
codein,  cattein,  vaseline,  Iodoform,  morphia,  and  quinine.  Correspondence 
maj  be  in  Bni^lsh  and  may  be  sent  la  care  of  the  ocH)8alat& 
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FBOFOSALS  FOE  OOVESNUENT  SUPPLIES  AND  CONSTBUGnOH. 

[Corrpspoixleni'c  should  hfi  <Iir»>ot  with  the  •tfflevr.  tiamod,  aiiJ  BTied (lent ions  can  ofiiutlly 
1)0  olitniiii'il  nt  thp  points  whi-rp  thf  Roods  nre  to  bp  «It>llvpml  or  thf  work  In  to  be  pcr- 
foniicil.  In  cnspn  where  the  time  limit  i.«  too  chort  to  pormlt  flrras  to  BUhmlt  tPtufvra^ 
tboy  Bliotiitl  ask  to  lio  pltiml  on  thf  niaillu;^  lists  of  such  offices  to  rncuivc  notices  callbiK 
lor  futuru  KUitplieu  or  work  ol  a  aluiilar  saturv.J 

Jiavit  Department  supplien.  No.  2981. — Renletl  propwrnls  will  be  receiveil  nt  the 
Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  Nnvy  Department,  Washlnfiton,  D.  C..  to 
wlilcli  burejiu  bidders  dosiriiiff  to  submit  proposals  should  apply.  Riving  the 
wliedule  luinibors,  for  the  supply  of  the  followhis:  Schedule  0312,  unlinefl 
linen  lire  hose;  schedule  9313,  nieiliuni  steel  angles,  annealed  airlwu  steel, 
hot  rolled  or  forgwl  carbttn  steel,  and  hot  rolled  or  cold  drawn  machinery 
steel:  schedule  0314,  deck  Iralts  and  nuts,  l-p«Ilon  paint  cans,  portttlile 
blacksmiths'  forges,  electric  bench  grlnder-s,  ball  tipped  loose  pin  butts  and 
liinfces,  (loublc-ncting  spring  hinges,  nml  planes;  schedule  0315.  40-gallon 
copjwr  coITw  ui'ns,  spun  cotton  for  calking,  embroidery  silk,  and  nIcniMi  lo 
SO-gallon  barrels;  schedule  031Q,  rubl>er  air  hose,  rubber  lined  cotton  fire 
hose,  suction  hose,  and  rubber  wiish  deck  hose;  schetlule  9317,  yellow  pine, 
hewn  grpen,  and  prime  yellow  pine;  schedule  0318,  fireroom  clocks.  28-Inch 
Turktsli  toweling,  flexible  double  conductor,  l»etl  wire,  and  telephone  wire; 
8che<hile  93]9.  calfskin  for  drundieads;  schethile  9320,  air  hose,  hacksiiw 
blades,  files,  ball  tipped  loose  pin  butts  atid  Iiliises,  and  beeswax  In  1- 
pound  cakes;  scliedule  9321,  castor  oil  in  1-gallon  cans;  schedule  0322, 
binders'  board,  packing  boxes  In  shooks  priming  caps,  nir  pressure  gauges, 
dear  uncut  slieot  mica,  and  ebonite  tubing;  schedule  KKi^  brass  tubing, 
copt>er  tuning,  prlnier  nxl  brass,  sheet  bmnxe,  torpedo  bronze;  rod  copper, 
sheet  copiier,  and  inonet  metal ;  schedule  0324.  ho4^  or  hand  Iron,  solder  In 
sticks,  mild  niuchlne  steel,  steel  plates,  and  mild  rod  steel;  scheilule  0325, 
cases  for  5-gallon  tins.  <M-tluR-hi-oniatlc  bromide  paper,  shipping  tin  cans, 
arid  Kafety  threads;  Kchedule  932C.  angle  and  glolSe  valves;  schetlule  9327, 
hiwn  hiii'ling,  stay  binding,  cotton  braid,  cotton  checks,  white  cotton  on 
.  spools,  white  cotton  on  tubes  or  cones,  cotton  sail  duck,  sHe'»ia  and  l>uck- 
rani  Uttokn  and  eyes,  silk  laces,  and  spool  silk ;  schetlule  0328,  Itar  steel, 
billet  sicel,  medium  bull  steel,  cold  rolietl  machinery  steel,  steel  plates, 
8het>t  steel,  ami  s\nb  steel ;  schnlule  0329.  navigational  souniUng  machines; 
schedule  0330,  lK>lts,  washers,  spikes,  etc.,  white  oak,  southern  pine,  and 
creosoted  southern  pine;  and  schedule  9331,  hydraulic  jacks. 

GMoline  trtirki,  No.  2982. — Sealed  proposals  will  Iw  received  at  the  office  o( 
the  Chief  of  Onlnance,  Uniteil  States  An«y.  War  Deiwrtment,  Washingtrai, 
D.  C,  until  &Iarch  2,  1910,  for  furnishing  and  delivering,  f.  o.  b.  train, 
Tort  Sill.  Okla..  eight  gasoline  trucks.  Specifications  and  further  Inform 
matloii  inuy  be  obtained  on  application  to  tlie  Chief  of  Ordnance,  Woab- 
Ington. 

Con«/n(r/ton  icorfc.  No.  29S3.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  recelvetl  at  the  United 

Slates  eiicineer  ofRce,  Kans:is  City,  Mo.,  until  March  14.  1910.  for  con- 
Btrtictinp  nlMMit  4,3.10  feet  standard  three-row  dike  on  Missouri  itiver 
about  r>  miles  above  JefiTerson  City,  Mo.,  and  about  2  miles  above  Cliamols, 
Mo.   Further  iiirormatlon  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  euglueer 

ollice,  Kansas  City. 

Boat  tcaffOHi.  No.  29S4. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  United 
Slates  ('oast  Cuard,  Treasury  Department.  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
March  7,  1910.  for  the  construction  of  six  boat  wagons.  Plans,  specifica- 
tions, ami  full  Information  may  be  ohtalne<l  on  application  to  the  Super- 
visor of  Lifeboats,  Coast  (Juard,  room  522  customhouse,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Riprap,  No.  29S"i. — Seale<l  proposals  Avill  be  recelve<l  by  the  lighthouse  in- 
RlKH'tor,  Ttmipklnsville,  N.  Y..  until  March  7,  1916,  for  furnishing  and 
placing  riiiraj)  aronnd  West  liank  Light  Station.  New  York  Ixiwer  Bay. 
rurlher  Information  may  be  obtained  ou  aiipUcation  to  the  lighthouse  In- 
spector, Toinpkinsville. 

Shirti,  No.  20SO. — Seale<l  proposals  will  Iw  receiveil  at  the  medical  supply 
ilepot,  Uiiiteil  States  Army.  .'>13  (Jreenwldi  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  until 
l'\>l)ruary  23.  1910,  for  furnishing  and  delivej-lng  1,000  men's  nightshirts, 
per  sample,  which  uuiy  be  exuuiiiied  at  the  medical  supply  depot,  New  York. 

WASHINGTON :  aovEiixuKNT  PBiKTixo  omcs :  UM 
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SAFETT-FIB8T  EXPOSITION. 

A  Safety-Fii*st  Exposition  by  Government  bureaus  is  to  be  held  nt 
tlie  New  National  Museum  in  Washington  from  February  21  to  26, 
inclusive.  The  purpose  of  the  Exposition  is  to  demonstrate  to  tlie 
public  what  the  Federal  Goverament  is  doing  toward  saving  life  and 
property. 

Twenty-six  bureaus  will  participate.  Each  bureau  will  show  such 
appropriate  material  and  apparatus  as  it  uses,  and  all  apparatus  ex- 
hibited will  be  demonstrated  by  experts.  The  exhibits  will  be  open 
to  visitors  daily  from  9  a.  m.  to  4.30  p.  m.,  and  in  the  evenings  from 
7.30  until  11.  Admission  will  be  free. 

The  Department  of  Commerce  will  be  represented  by  five  bureaus, 
namely,  the  Bureaus  of  Standards,  Lighthouses,  Navigation,  Steam- 
boat-uispection  Service,  and  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey. 


TSABE  OFPOBT01VITIES  BBIHO  SESUITS  IN  NORWAY. 

[Consul  Maurice  P,  Dunlap,  StRvnutier,  Jan.  13.] 

A  young  Norwegian  who  is  a  frequent  caller  at  the  Sta\'anger  con- 
sulate, where  he  has  obtained  a  number  of  addresses  that  liave  led  to 
good  business,  recently  placed  an  order  for  $13,400  worth  of  leather 
and  skins  for  Norwegian  shoes.  Other  trade  that  developed  during 
the  December  quarter  was  the  purchase  of  $3,000  worth  of  caustic 
soda  by  a  merchant  who  made  similar  purchases  during  the  previous 
quarter  from  firms  whose  names  were  obtained  at  the  consulate; 
^,000  worth  of  telephone  wire  by  the  municipal  telephone  company, 
and  $1,400  worth  of  tobacco.  Another  "Trade  Opportunity"  pub- 
lished as  late  as  December  3d  has  already  brought  in  business  for  the 
■gent  here,  who  has  sold  about  $()00  worth  of  American  dried  frnit. 

A  hearing  on  the  question  of  postponement  of  the  effective  date  of 
Food  Inspection  Decision  153,  which  forbids  the  use  of  guaranty 
l^nds  and  serial  numbers  on  labels  of  foods  and  drugs,  will  be  held 
in  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Chemistry,  Washington,  D.  C,  at  2 
o'clock  n.  m.,  March  10, 1916. 
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AXEBICAH  T&ADE  WITH  GAHADA. 

ICoDsal  Fred  C.  Uatar.  Barnta.  Ontario;] 

The  imports  from  the  United  States  into  Canada  during  the  19 
inonths  ended  November,  1915,  were  valued  at  $311,400,012,  compared 
with  $456,522,307  for  the  preceding  12  months.  Merchandise  repre- 
sented $302,149,112  and  coin  and  bullion  $9,250,900,  while  for  the 
preceding  12  months  merchandise  represented  $317,166,906  and  coin 
and  bullion  $139,355,401.  The  exports  to  the  United  States  were 
valued  at  $329,852,583,  compared  with  $207,813,097  for  the  12  months 
ended  November.  1914,  of  which  coin  and  bullion  made  up  $128,305,- 
555,  com  pared  with  $19,524,567. 

The  following  table  gives  the  10  leading  imports  from  and  exports 
to  the  United  States  for  the  12  months  ended  November,  1915: 


nroBTa. 

Hotals,  mfnentk,etc  

Coal,  coke,  etc  

Cottons  

Fruil-'i  , 

BreatLstoCs  , 

Drugs,  dyes,  ohemlcals,  otc'  

Carmges.  carts,  wagons,  cars,  »te  

Hides,  sklar,  and  other  ftir  

Leat  lier,  and  manotactures  of  

Gutta-percba,  fcdla  rubber,  maau- 
Awturesof  , 


Valw. 


177, 499.  wo 
».766,3g6 
IS. 853, 172 
11,373.978 
10,865,334 
10,302,785 
8,533,239 
6,407,659 
5,340,565 

4,850,001 


Artfcte. 


KXPOBXB. 

Uetals.  minerals,  etc  

Wood,  and  man  ufact urea  of, 

Paper  , 

Aiumab,  living  , 

BreadstiUb  

Pish  , 

Wood  pulp  

Hides,  sktna,  and  otber  fur, 

Settlers' ettecta  , 

Seeds  , 


Tmlok 

_j  


$48,277,328 
40,874,440 

u,in,a28 

M,3n,010 
10,S43.aN 
8,tiM,0n 
8,009,983 
7,344,488 
3,ftS3,2a0 


CABOO  SPACE  CeS  BSAZn-irHITES  STATES  SHIPS. 

[Consul  (ii^norol  A.  L.  M.  Gottsehnlk,  Bio  de  Janeiro,  Jan.  25.] 

Becent  reports  that  some  of  the  ships  running  between  Brazil  and 
the  United  States,  other  than  those  owned  by  the  Brazilian  Govern- 
ment, might  be  withdrawn  led  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  Sao 
Paulo  to  request  the  Government  of  Brazil  to  increase  the  shipping 
facilities  between  this  country  and  the  United  States  by  means  of 
Government-owned  vessels.  It  is  stated  that  as  a  result  of  this  re- 
quest, which  involved  the  claim  that  the  movement  of  coffee  cargoes 
>vould  be  menaced  b^  any  curtailment  of  service,  the  Govemmeiit 
ordered  certain  Brazilian  steamers  to  provide  additional  service. 

It  is  believed,  in  view  of  these  developments,  that  American  ship- 
pers to  Brazil  in  the  near  future  may  expect  a  more  favorable  out- 
look for  securing  cargo  space  for  exports  to  this  country. 


CONSITIOn  OF  THE  FRENCH  CABPET  TKABE. 

IConimercfal  Attachfi  Cbarlca  W.  A.  Vedltz,  Paris.] 

It  appears  that  the  cost  of  manufacturing  carpets  has  increased 
about  20  per  cent  during  the  past  year ;  that  certain  colors  for  dyeing 
yarns  are  prac^icalIy  unobtainable;  and  that  the  dealers  in  carpets 
who  did  not  happen  to  have  a  good-sized  stock  on  hand  at  the  out- 
break of  the  war  are  rapidly  disposing  of  all  the  carpets  they  have, 
the  current  demand  being,  in  many  instances,  greater  than  the  current 
production.  Certain  types  of  carpets  for  wliich  there  has  usuiJhr 
been  a  continuous  production  are  now  being  obtained  in  only  Umitea 
quantities. 
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BAHIA'S  TKADE  IN  DIAMOHDS  AND  CABBONABOS. 

[CoDSQl  Bobert  Fra»r,  Jr.,  Bahis,  Brnxll,  Jan.  18.] 

There  is  a  considerable  business  done  at  Bahia  in  both  rough 
dianumds  uid  carbcmados  (miners'  diamonds),  but  exact  iigures  can 
not  be  given  as  to  the  volume  of  the  trnde.  That  it  is  of  some 
importance,  however,  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  11,803  carats  of 
rough  diamonds  and  3,714  carats  of  carbonados  were  invoiced  at 
the  Bahia  consulate  for  shipment  to  the  United  States  alone  during 
1916.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  State  of  Bahia  is  the  only 
part  of  the  world  in  wnich  high-grade  carbonados  are  found. 

The  mining  of  precious  and  semiprecious  stones  is  carried  on  here 
chiefly  by  individuals,  or  at  least  by  ^all-scale  enterprises,  and  not 
by  large  companies  that  both  mine  and  export  their  own  product. 
The  stones,  therefore,  arrive  at  Bahia,  the  center  of  the  trade,  singly 
or  in  small  lots,  and  are  here  bought  up  by  middlemen  and  exporters- 
There  are  a  few  of  these  who  devote  their  attention  exclusively  to 
precious  stones,  but  there  is  a  large  number  of  individuals  and  firms 
tiiat  take  an  occasional  "  flyer  "  in  them  without  following  the  busi- 
ness regularly.  A  list  of  the  principal  regular  exporters  accompanies 
this  report  [and  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  office  by  asking  for  file  No.  T2472]. 

sues  and  Prices— Bort 

The  stones  most  difficult  to  obtain  in  any  quantity  are,  of  course, 
those  larger  than  f  to  1  carat,  but  stones  of  the  former  weight  and 
m@l^s  of  i  carat  or  less  are  generally  comparatively  plentiful. 
Various  lots  of  rough  diamonds  and  carbonados  of  mixed  sizes  have 
lately  been  invoiced  at  this  consulate  at  prices  ranging  from  $9  to  $30 
and  $15  to  $36  per  carat,  respectively,  while  the  average  prices  for 
the  year  1915,  as  declared  at  tnis  consulate,  were  about  $18  per  carat 
for  diam(Hids  and  $32  for  carbonados.  The  average  value  of  the 
diamonds  exported  was  therefore  less  per  carat  than  the  carbonados, 
but  diamonds  of  die  highest  quality  are  wortAi  more  than  carbonados. 

At  present  mel^  of  i  carat  stones  or  smaller  should  be  obtainable 
at  about  $10  per  carat,  and  carbonados  at  approximately  the  follow- 
ing prices  per  carat:  One-quarter-carat  stones,  $12  to  $14;  ^-carat, 
$16  to  $20;  f -carat,  $20  to  $23;  1-carat,  $25;  and  from  2  carats  up- 
ward,  $35.  It  is  believed  that  these  prices  may  be  taken  as  approxi- 
mately average  ones,  although  it  is  impossible  to  give  exact  neures 
with  respect  to  articles  which  vary  so  greatly  in  value  in  accordance 
with  small  differences  in  quality. 

Bort  is  not  plentiful  here  and  is  very  little  dealt  in,  it  being  said 
that  the  pn<xs  asked  for  it  are  higher  tiian  for  bort  from  other 
origins. 

NEW  VESSEL  FOR  BANANA  TSABE. 

With  reference  to  the  notice  in  Commerce  Reports  for  February  4, 
announcing  the  purchase  of  the  Norwegian  steamship  Fort  Gaines  by 
the  Gulf  Coast  Fruit  &  Steamship  Co..  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Pomestic  Commerce  is  advised  that  this  vessel  was  sold  to  the  Orr- 
Laubenheimer  Co.,  of  Mobile,  Ala.,  and  that  it  will  be  used  in  the 
banana  trade  between  Mobile  and  Belize,  Briti^  Honduras,  and 
Livingston,  Guatemala. 
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FUTVBE  FB6SFSCTS  70S  XOKA  0AB8  XH  OBSEOE. 

[Consul  Art  bur  B.  Cooks.  Patras,  Jan.  18,] 

The  prevailing  high  rates  for  ocean  freights  from  t^e  United  States 
make  it  improbable  that  any  firm  or  person  could  be  interested  in 
the  project  of  representing  any  American  motor-car  manufacturer  in 
Patras  at  the  present  time,  for  it  costs  practically  as  much  to  get  a 
cheap  car  here  as  the  initial  cost  of  the  car;  but  efforts  might  be  made 
to  obtain  such  representation  with  a  view  to  more  favorable  condi- 
tions in  the  future. 

So  far  as  this  office  is  aware,  tliere  are  only  four  cars  in  use  in  this 
city  (po|)ulation  4<),000),  which  is  the  business  capital  of  the  district. 
In  addition  to  these,  there  have  been  brought  into  the  di^j:ict  fran 
other  parts  of  Gi'eece  two  motor  trucks,  second  huid,  which  are  now 
in  use  about  the  docks  for  transfer  of  goods. 

There  are  several  persons  and  firms  who  might  be  approacb^ed  in 
the  interest  of  American  motor  cars,  as  they  have  manifested  cpnsad- 
erable  activity  in  advancing  American  trade  in  other  lines.  One  firm 
has  paid  special  attention  to  stationary  engines  from  the  Uiiited 
States.  Another  has  spoken  about  representation  of  some  cheap  but 
serviceable  American  car,  although  at  that  time  shipping  conditi<»i8 
were  more  favorable  ^n  at  present. 

[A  list  of  the  persons  and  firms  mentioned  may  be  obt^oed  from  the  Boram 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  office  Refer  to  file  No. 
72,46S.  Articles  on  motor  cars  in  Greece  were  pnUisbed  in  Oouwokx  Bckuts 
tor  Apr.  27, 1915,  Sept  26,  SepL  S,  and  Apr.  U,  1914.] 


PHiupFiHE  suBsnrtm;  roB  gellixs. 

[J.  F.  Boomer,  correspoDdcnt,  UaQlla,  Dec.  31.] 

A  substitute  for  imported  gelatin  is  made  in  the  Philippines  from 
a  kind  of  seaweed  brought  in  by  the  fisherm^  and  sold  in  the  mar- 
kets. The  native  women  use  it  to  t>roduce  desserts  similar  to  those 
made  elsewhere  from  gelatin.  Forei^ers  also  find  it  a  good  substi- 
tute for  imported  gelatin.  It  is  similar  to  the  dried  substances 
brought  into  the  islands  from  Japan  and  Qiina,  after  being  extracted 
from  various  kinds  of  seaweed  by  the  Japanese  and  Chinese,  dried, 
and  marketed  in  the  form  of  bundles. 

The  preparation  of  giilaman,  as  it  is  known,  is  not  carried  on  in 
the  Philippines  on  a  commercial  scale,  but  the  dried  article  is  im- 
ported from  Japan  and  China  and  is  currently  on  sale  at  the  small 
^ops.  Tliis  commercial  product  is  prepared  by  extracting  the  aib- 
stance  with  boiling  water,  congealing  tlie  product,  and  then  partially 
drying  it  before  cutting  into  ^rips  an  eignth  of  an  inch  wide.  The 
strips  are  then  thoroughly  dried  for  sliipment.  The  yield  is  some- 
times as  much  as  00  per  cent.  One  part  of  the  substance  to  300  parts 
of  water  yields  a  jelly  on  cooling. 

The  amount  of  raw  seaweed  brought  in  now  from  the  sea  is  not 
enough  to  meet  the  local  demand  for  gelatin.  The  cheapness  of  the 
imported  article  pi'events  a  greater  demand  for  local  production. 


Photograph  paper  to  the  value  of  $48,376  was  invoiced  at  tlw 
American  consulate  at  Bremen,  Germany,  for  the  United  States  dur- 
ing 1915  compared  with  $u7,228  worth  for  1914. 
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AKEBZOAK  PREPAREPHESS  FOB  PEACE. 

"Tlie  United  States  has  assumed  a  position  of  commanding  im- 
portance in  the  world  of  international  finance,"  said  Dr.  Eownrd 
Ewing  Pratt,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce, in  discussing  the  period  to  follow  the  war,  before  the  National 
Paper  and  Pulp  Association,  at  its  annual  banquet  in  New  York  last 
eTcning.  "The  coming  of  peace,"  he  stated,  "will  bring  with  it 
consequences  almost  as  grave  as  those  that  followed  the  outbreak  of 
the  war.  But  in  the  meanwhile  we  have  learned  our  great  lesson — 
th&t  the  United  States  has  not,  is  not,  and  can  not  he  an  isolated 
nation.** 

Dr.  Pratt  stated  that  many  manufacturers  had  found  to  their  sur- 
prise that  they  could  manuracture  articles  heretofore  imported,  and 
could  make  them  at  a  lower  price  than  they  were  made  in  Europe. 
He  referred  to  the  commercial  struggle  that  would  grow  out  of  the 
armed  conflict  in  Europe,  and  declared  that  this  country  could  not 
expect  altogether  favorable  treatment  at  the  hands  of  either  group. 
£v«i  the  jGnerican  home  market  would  be  the  object  of  commercial 
attack.  Continuing,  he  said : 

The  outcome  of  our  efforts  to  meet  competition  in  foreign  tratle  after  the  war 
will  rest  on  certain  elemental  factors — trained  men ;  the  ability  to  finance  for* 
eign  trade;  the  adoption  of  a  conventional  tariff  system;  the  building  of  a 
merchant  marine. 

Under  the  Federal  Reserve  Act,  and  with  the  creation  of  the  Federal  Reserve 
BcHird,  onr  financial  resources  are  for  the  first  time  In  our  history  mo'tltized 
for  foreign  trade.  The  Federal  Trade  Commission  opens  up  another  avenue  ot 
ai^roach  to  the  goal  of  a  better  and  bigger  business.  We  look  to  It  to  maka 
more  stable  the  conditions  of  business  In  this  country,  and  hence  better  pre* 
pared.  Constructive  work  in  advancing  foreign  trade  Is  being  done  by  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Etomestic  Commerce,  with  actual,  definite  results. 
Ttaere  are  two  possible  arms  of  the  s«-Tlce  which.  If  the  public  desires,  will  soon 
oome  Into  existence.  The  creation  of  a  practical  shipping  board  will  do  much 
to  make  poaslbte  the  establishment  of  a  mercliant  marine.  The  establishment 
of  this  board  Is  a  very  important  part  of  our  prejiaratlon  for  peace,  and  a' 
part  which  we  can  not  delay  safely.  Finally,  we  must  have  o  tariff  board.  It 
Is  another  link  In  our  chain  of  preparedness  for  peace. 


DAIBY  INDUSTET  UKDETELOFED  IN  FASAOUAT. 

[CoBsnl  Samuel  H.  Wiley,  Awincloti,  Jdo.  15.1 

Practically  no  butter  is  made  in  Paraguay  for  purposes  of  sale. 
Most  of  the  supply  on  this  market  is  obtained  from  Argentina.  In 
the  country  districts  some  butter  is  made  for  hdma  consumption,  hut 
separators  are  rarely  used.  Some  coarse  cheese,  used  by  the  poorer 
classes  as  a  soup  flavoring,  is  also  made  hei'e,  but  the  high-grade 
dieese  is  imported  from  Argentina  or  from  Europe. 

A  few  hand  separators  are  used  here,  and  there  is  one  motor-driven 
separator,  installed  in  the  only  modern  dairy  in  Paraguay,  which  is 
operated  by  Norwegians.  One  firm  in  Asuncion  imports  a  few  sep- 
arators of  American  manufacture.  Correspondence  and  catalogues 
for  distribution  here  should  be  in  the  Spanish  language. 

{The  name  of  the  dairy  In  Asuncion  and  of  the  Imiwrting  firm  n)ii.v  b'.>  nntnined 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commpi'ce  or  Its  district  ontceo* 
Befer  to  file  Mo.  72458.] 
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LOSS  BY         Dff  BEEGXR. 

[Consul  Charles  Forman,  Bergen,  Norwa?,  Jan.  10,] 

The  mos;;  destructive  fire  ever  witnessed  in  Bergen  broke  out  Janu- 
ary 15.  Practically  the  whole  of  the  principal  retail  business  dis- 
trict was  burned,  including  stores  of  all  kinds,  business  offices,  hotels, 
telephone  exchange,  schools,  and  dwelling  houses.  In  all,  369  build- 
ings were  destroyed.  Estimates  of  the  total  loss  vary  from  $11,000,- 
000  to  $27,000,000.  The  insurance  value  of  buildings  burned  (the 
value  fixed  by  Government  authority  beyond  which  buildings  may 
not  be  insured)  is  $3,200,000. 

About  3,000  persons  were  rendered  homeless  by  the  fire  and  tempo- 
.rary  quarters  will  be  erected  for  their  accommodation* 

Amerieaa  Ooodi  in  Denutnd— TraTeUiv  Balewaea. 

The  destruction  of  the  stocks  of  goods  in  almost  every  line  of 
trade  which  supplies  the  needs  of  a  highly  prosperous  city  of  some 
90,000  inhabitants,  offers  an  opportunity  for  the  extension  of  Aifieri- 
can  trade  in  a  great  variety  of  goods.  Among  goods  that  are  or 
may  be  imported  from  the  United  States  are  food  stufifs,  hardware, 
machinery  for  milling  and  other  purposes,  electrical  goods,  woollen 
and  cotton  textiles,  wearing  apparel,  shoes,  typewriting  and  sewing 
machines,  photographic  supplies,  soap  and  toilet  articles,  safety 
'razors,  fishing  nets  and  material  for  making  same,  and  leather. 

Few  American  traveling  men  have  visited  this  crffice.  In  some  cases 
important  orders  have  been  obtained  throug^i  correspondence,  but 
undoubtedly  personal  reproeentaticHi  would  accomplish  more  gi'ati- 
fying  results.  The  last  American  salesman  who  visited  this  consulate 
represented  u  leather  house.  He  pointed  out  it  would  be  possible 
to  push  the  sale  of  American  shoes  much  more  than  is  done  at  pres- 
ent. Shoes  are  expensive  in  Bergen  and  a  marked  for  a  good  Ameri- 
can shoe  of  moderate  price  exists.  It  only  needs  to  be  taken  advan- 
tage of.  It  is  the  same  way  in  other  lines.  American  business  firms 
do  not  generally  realize  that  orders  obtained  by  sending  a  good  rep- 
resentative would  pay  his  expenses  and  a  profit  besi&s.  While  a 
knowledge  of  foreign  languages  is  desirable  for  a  salesman,  goods  can 
be  and  are  sold  in  Norway  by  men  speaking  only  English. 


BKAHCH  HOirSES  FOB  SELUNO  AHEBICAH  THRASHERS. 

[Special  .^gent  Frank  II.  Von  Uotz,  Bueoos  Aires,  Al^Dtlna.] 

As  most  large  firms  handling  implements  in  Argentina  are  well 
pleased  with  their  present  connections,  it  would  be  desirable  for  others 
seeking  to  sell  thrashei-s  to  open  their  own  branch  organizations. 
,The  writer  believes  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  all  thrasher  men 
will  have  to  handle  the  business  in  that  way,  since  tlie  implement 
jobbers  do  not,  as  a  rule,  give  this  class  of  business  the  attention  that 
it  merits.  One  is  inclined  to  think  that  much  of  this  lack  oi  atten- 
tion is  tlie  result  of  prejudice,  as  well  as  a  realization  of  Uie  fact  that 
it  is  impossible  to  compete  profitably  with  factory-branch  organiza- 
tions. 

Ball  bearings  to  the  value  of  $1,004,345  were  invoiced  at  the 
American  consulate  at  doteborg.  Sweden,  for  the  tJnitect  St^t^ 
during  1915,  compared  with  $315,548  worth  for  1914. 
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THE  CLOCK  TEASE  07  KABACHL 

[Coual  JamM  Olirer  Lalnv,  Ksracbl,  Indbi,  Dec  27.] 

American  clocks  are  already  on  sale  in  the  Karachi  district,  but  the 
U^de  in  them  could  be  increased.  They  have  a  good  name  here 
among  dealers,  who  say  that  the  works  are  simple  and  strong.  The 
average  native  who  buys  a  clock  does  not  know  or  care  greatly  where 
it  was  made,  provided  the  price  is  right  and  the  article  is  to  his  taste. 

Besides  American  docks  there  are  English  and  French  timepieces 
on  the  market,  and  still  some  German  clocks  that  were  imported  be- 
fore the  war.  The  English  clocks  are  mostly  of  wood  and  are  not 
highly  ornamented;  in  fact,  they  are  often  plain  to  the  point  of 
being  lacking  in  taste.  The  French  clocks  are  more  artistic,  but 
dealers  say  that  the  works  are  not  so  sound  as  those  of  either  English 
or  American  make. 

Frlees  for  Popular  Types. 

Prices  of  leading  types  of  the  more  expensive  English  clocks  have 
been  secured.  A  round,  8-day  wall  clock  (nonstriking),  12-inGh  dial, 
mahogany  case,  solid  brass  bezels^  beveled  plate-g^ss  front,  sells 
for  $37.75.  The  same  ty^e  of  clock  striking  the  hours  costs  $51.  A 
14-inch  dial  clock,  nonstriking,  brings  $36.50  and  t^e  same,  striking, 
is  sold  for  $54.  A  16-inch  clock,  nonstriking,  brings  $54,  and  a 
similar  one,  striking,  brings  $90.50.  In  the  l^inch  size,  the  non- 
striking  t^pe  may  be  purclmsed  for  $90.50  and  the  striking  for  $121. 
In  the  24-inch  size^  the  prices  for  nonstriking  clocks  are  $112.50  and 
for  the  striking  kind  $168.  All  these  timepieces  wind  at  the  face. 
The  24-inch  dock  winds  also  at  the  back  and  is  used  sometimes  fer 
a  gateway  or  entrance  clock  or  as  a  public  clock. 

There  are  on  sale  here  clocks  known  as  English  that  have  Ameri- 
can works  but  British  cases.  No  attempt  is  made  to  sell  the  clocks 
as  all-British  workmanship,  but  undoubtedly  many  buyers  do  not 
know  the  difference.  Several  firms  advertise  these  as  being  cheaper 
than  all-British  docks  and  as  having  "  fine  American  works."  They 
are  priced  from  $17  for  a  12-inch  dial,  8-day  American  lever  more- 
ment,  nonstriker,  to  $7.25  for  a  r2-inch  dial,  pendulum  movemoit, 
striker. 

Otlier  Stylet  on  Sale. 

Among  those  of  more  reasonable  price  is  a  circular  clock  in  an  oak 
frame;  it  has  8-day  movements  and  a  12-inch  dial,  and  is  known  as  an 
office  clock,  selling  for  $11.50.  In  an  octagonal  frame  it  is  priced  at 
$0.75. 

A  dock  suitable  for  the  home  that  is  very  common  here  is  made  of 
maho^ny  and  has  8-day  movements.  It  is  about  0  inches  high 
and  sdls  for  $11.75.  Another  type  which  has  a  good  sale  has  a  silver 
front  and  an  oak  back;  this  is  priced  at  $4. 

The  usual  nickel  alarm  clocks  are  sold  lieiT.  They  range  in  price 
from  $2.50  to  $9.75.  There  is  also  a  fair  sale  of  traveling  clocks; 
these  have  metal  handles  (or  leather  handles,  if  in  cases)  and  sell 
for  $13  to  $32. 

American  clocks  should  be  better  knosvn  iibroad.  Wliei-ever  I  go 
I  hear  about  their  simplicity  and. good  wearing  <iunlities. 
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SEW  ZHCOXE  TAX  IH  S&ABCS.  * 

[Consul  General  A.  li.  Thaelura,  Paris,  Jan.  14 :  sojwIeiacnttDg  dlspftt^Oi  la  OouuBBCa 

Reports  for  Feb.  9.  1918.] 

As  regards  the  question  as  to  who  must  pay  the  new  French  in- 
come tax,  the  law  states,  first,  that  all  persons  having  in  France  an 
habitual  residence  are  subject  to  the  tax  and,  secondly,  that  every 
person  having  a  dwelling  in  France  as  proprietor  or  beneficiary  or 
tenant  is  declared  to  have  an  habitual  residence  in  France  and  is 
subject  to  the  tax,  provided  that  in  the  case  of  a  tenant  the  leasing 
is  concluded  for  a  period  of  at  least  one  year,  either  by  one  lease  or 
additional  leases. 

In  article  11  of  the  income-tax  law  it  is  provided:  "In  regard 
to  persons  not  domiciled  in  France,  but  possessing  one  or  more  resi- 
dences in  France,  the  assessable  revenue  is  fixed  at  an  amount  equal 
to  seven  times  the  rental  value  of  this  or  those  residences^  onlesB 
the  revenue  derived  by  the  taxpayer  from  properties,  exploitations, 
or  professitms  situated  or  exercised  in  France  reach  a  higher  figare, 
in  which  case  the  larger  amount  shall  serve  as  a  basis  for  the  tax." 
This  provision  is  of  the  most  vital  interest  to  Americans.  It  would 
seem  to  distinguish  between  persons  domiciled  and  not  domiciled  in 
France,  and  carries  the  intimation  that  when  a  person  is  not  domi- 
ciled in  France  his  assessable  income  is  definitely  fixed  at  a  minimum 
of  seven  times  his  rental,  whereas  when  he  is  domiciled  in  France 
he  would  have  the  right  to  make  a  declaration  in  the  usual  maimer. 
It  is  to  be  noted  that  no  distinction  is  made  in  the  law  between 
foreigners  and  French. 

No  construction  of  the  new  law  hy  the  courts  has  been  made  up 
to  the  present,  and  able  attorneys  are  in  doubt  as  to  whether  article  11 
makes  the  basis  of  seven  times  the  rent  the  minimum  of  assessable 
income  for  nondomiciled  persons  or  whether  the  said  basis  is  merely 
one  for  taxation  when  no  declaration  has  been  made.  However,  the 
wording  of  article  11  seems  to  be  imperative,  creating  the  seven- 
timeS'the-rental  basis  as  absolute  minimum  for  nondomiciled  persons, 
and  the  ^neral  wording  of  the  statutes  confirms  this  opinion.  Until 
the  provisions  of  article  11  are  construed  by  the  courts  an  absolute 
opinion  can  not  be  formed. 

COST  OF  STEEET  PAVING  IN  AMSTEEDAM. 

[Consul  Frank  W.  Mnliin,  Amsterdam,  Netherlands,  Jan.  17.] 

The  total  cost  of  the  street  paving  in  Amsterdam  (or  the  cost  of 
relaying  the  present  paving)  was  about  12,250,000  florins  (nearly 
$5,000,000).  The  cobblestone  paving  covers  1,100,000  square  meters 
(1  square  meter=1.19G  square  yards),  costing  5  florins  ($2.01)  per 
square  meter;  brick  paving,  2,750,000  square  meters,  costing  2  florins 
($0.80)  per  square  meter;  asphalt,  111,000  square  meters,  costing 
6.20  florins  ($2.49)  per  square  meter;  and  wooden  blocks,  38,000 
square  meters,  costing  12  florins  ($4.82)  per  square  meter.  Besides, 
there  are  26,000  square  meters  of  asphalt  footways,  costing  3  florins 
($1.21)  per  square  meter. 

During  1915  there  were  32,500,621  pounds  of  cacao,  valued  at 
$4,247,813,  invoiced  at  the  American  consulate  general  at  Guayaquil, 
Ecuador,  for  the  United  States,  compared  wiUi  23,099499  pounds, 
yalued  at  $2,605,340,  for  1914. 
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COHHXECE  AHD  SUGAR  FBOSFECTS  07  CUBA. 

IWeekly  Bulletin,  Canadian  Depnrtment  ol  Trade  and  Commerce.  Ottawa,  Feb.  14.] 

The  following  statement  shows  the  commercial  progress  of  Cuba 
for  the  last  10  years  and  the  accimmlation  of  over  $334,000,000  of 
exports  over  imports  in  the  deceaoial  period : 


Ynn. 


nos. 

1907. 
HOB. 
UOQ. 

mo. 

1911. 
1912. 
1913. 
I&14. 
1*U. 


Total. 


Importa. 

Exports. 

Balunoe. 

$99,540,000 

105, 21 S, 000 
86,369.000 
95,307,000 
107,959,000 
113,267,000 
125,902,000 
1«,S27,000 
110,001,000 
128,133,000 

«0B,91O,O00 
110,503,000 
98.849.000 
13),  7-10,000 
161.271,000 
123.138.000 
172.b76,O0O 
105,12.-).UOO 
177,554,000 
219.447,000 

19,370,000 
11,376,000 
12,480,000 
29.433,000 
43.312,000 
0,i^.it,000 
47,(l7(i.OOO 
21,29H,000 
£8,553,000 
91,315,000 

1,488,  flO>,OOa 

3M,au,ooo 

Estimate  of  1916  Sugar  Crop. 

This  accumulated  wealth  of  Cuba  is  used  to  expand  the  business 
of  the  island  in  all  its  various  linc£,  the  chief  of  which  is  the  sugar 
industry.  New  su^ar  mills  are  being  erected  e^  ery  year,  represent- 
ing an  outlay  of  millions  of  dollars.  New  lands  are  being  cleared, 
i-auways  are  being  extended,  public  buildings  are  being  erected,  and 
there  is  a  general  feeling  of  prosperity  in  the  island. 

Cuba's  sugar  mills,  or  centrals,  as  they  are  called  here,  are  busily 
engaged  in  grinding  the  largest  crop  of  su^ar  cane  ever  produced 
on  the  island.  As  the  result  of  Uie  high  prices  that  ha\e  prevailed 
for  the  last  18  months,  the  acreage  has  oeen  largely  increased.  It  is 
estimated  that  the  1916  sugar  crop  of  Cuba  will  amount  to  3,173,429 
long  tons,  or  about  22,214,000  sacks.  The  handling  of  this  immense 
quantity  of  sugar  will  require  over  1,200  steamers  of  an  average 
capacity  of  18,000  sacks  each.  At  the  prevailing  prices,  which  are 
atwut  33  cents  per  pound  f.  o.  b.  steamer,  tlie  crop  will  be  worth 
^66,568,000,  or  an  avera^  of  over  $100  for  every  man,  woman,  and 
child  in  the  island.  This  will  be  an  increase  of  over  $100,000,000 
over  the  crop  of  1914.  - 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  estimated  shipments  in  1916 
from  tiie  different  ports  of  Cuba : 


Forts. 


CteDflMgOS.. 

OSFdenos... 
Habana.... 


Antaia  and  Nipe  Bay. 

7acaro  

Puerto  Padre  

Uanzanillo  

QaantaBiinio  


Centnds. 


Bags. 


696, 

045. 
705. 
638, 
415. 

sm. 

833, 
170, 
120. 
S72, 
779, 


Ports. 


Banes  

Nue  vitas  

Santfaeo  de Cuba.. 

Gibara  

Mttnalj  

Santa  Cruz  del  Stir.. 

Zata  , 

Trinidad  


Total. 


Centrals. 


188 


Bags. 


453.000 
425,000 
400, noo 
390,000 
360,000 
350,000 
117,000 
100,000 


22,214,000 


Colombia  as  a  Source  of  Supply  of  logwood. 

The  American  consul  at  Barranquilla,  Colombia,  reports  that  while 
there  is  no  logwood  for  immediate  delivery  in  his  district,  it  is  pos- 
sible that  a  considerable  supply  might  be  obtained  there.  A  list  of 
export  houses  and  commission  agents  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices^ 
Befer  to  file  Na  72049. 
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DEVSLOFKERT  OF  THE  KAHEttUH. 

LVlco  Consul  Harry  A.  McBrtde,  Boma,  Kongo.] 

Kamerun  lies  between  British  Nigeria  and  French  Kongo  and 
extends  from  the  coast  northeastward  to  the  southern  shore  of  Lake 
Chad.  In  1913  a  considerable  tract  of  land,  extending  south  to  the 
Kongo  and  Ubangi  Rivers,  was  transferred  to  Kamerun  from  French 
Kongo,  the  new  acquisition  being  known  as  New  Kamerun. 

The  colony  covers  an  area  of  305,140  square  miles  and,  according 
to  the  latest  estimate,  has  2,720,000  inhabitants,  of  which  1,550  are 
whites,  1,200  being  Germans.  Bantu  negroes  inhabit  the  coastal 
regions  and  Sudan  negroes  the  interior. 

Transportation  Facilities. 

The  Colonial  Government  has  opened  to  traffic  105  miles  of  the 
Northern  Railway  (3.28-foot  gauge),  from  Duala  to  Nkongsamba, 
and  the  Central  line  fron\  Duala  to  £dea,  a  distance  of  about  56 
miles.  A  tramway  is  also  in  operation  from  Buea,  the  capital,  to 
Victoria,  the  seaport,  a  distance  of  20  mil^. 

As  in  many  parts  of  West  Africa,  the  richest  natural  resources  of 
the  colony  are  m  the  hinterland,  and  the  lack  of  transportation  facili- 
ties to  the  seacoast  has  retarded  its  development. 

It  has  been  proposed  to  gradually  extend  the  construction  of  the 
railway  from  Duala  as  far  north  as  Garua,  nearly  550  miles  inland 
on  the  Benue  River,  so  that  it  would  tap  all  of  the  northern  interior; 
the  Duala-Edea  line  also  was  to  have  been  continued  to  Widi- 
menge  on  the  Nyong  Rivw,  about  130  miles  beyond  Edea.  A  railway 
from  the  port  of  Kampo,  near  the  frontier  of  Spanish  Rio  Muni,  into 
the  hinterland  has  also  been  proposed.  [The  development  of  rail- 
way transportation  in  Kamenm  was  described  in  Daily  Consular  and 
Trade  Reports  for  July  6,  1914.] 

Motor-car  lines  of  more  or  less  importance  as  transport  mediums 
were  established,  the  one  from  the  port  of  Kribi  to  Jaunde,  about  200 
mile-s  inland,  being  the  most  extensive.  Considerable  attention  was 
given  to  road  construction,  with  the  result  that  in  some  parts  of  the 
colony  ^ood  roads  between  trading  posts  are  found.  In  the  regiom 
more  distant  from  the  larger  towns,  however,  the  only  means  of 
transport  are  still  the  caravans  composed  of  native  carriers.  The 
chief  rivers,  the  Sanag«,  Munga,  and  AViiri,  are  navigable  by  steamers 
for  a  distance  of  only  30  or  40  miles;  beyond  that  caravans  must  be 
employed.  As  the  natives  can  only  carry  loads  of  60  to  70  pounds 
for  a  distance  of  12  to  15  miles  per  day,  and  as  it  takes  30  days  to  go 
from  Duala  to  Middle  Kamerun  and  20  days  to  Lake  Chad,  it  is 
evident  that  few  products,  except  rubber  and  ivory,  can  bear  this 
expensive  means  of  transport. 

BnblMr  CnltlTatlon. 

During  the  first  years  of  German  occupation  palm  oil  and  kernels 
were  ICameriurs  chief  products,  the  expoi-ts  even  exceeding  those  of 
rubber.  Since  1902,  however,  rubber  has  taken  predominance,  and 
about  one-half  of  the  total  ex|>orfcs  ai-e  now  comprised  of  this  prod- 
uct, the  value  of  shipments  to  Europe  having  advanced  from 
$2,730,389  in  1912  to  $2,885,G06  in  1913. 

The  fii-st  attempts  at  rubber  exploitation  were  made  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  colony,  whei-e  the  Landolphia  fioridaj  which  was  then  re- 
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garded  as  the  greatest  rubber-producing  plant,  was  found.  About 
1901  the  vast  forests  of  southern  Kamerun  were  discovered  to  con- 
tain great  numbers  of  "  Kickxia  "  trees,  and  the  natives  were  soon 
set  to  gatherinar  the  "  silk  rubber  "  therefrom,  but  their  methods  were 
crude  and  resulted  in  the  destruction  of  so  many  trees  that  tlio  move- 
ment eoon  fell  oft.  The  rubber  crisis  of  1912  also  caused  a  decrease 
in  the  wild  rubber  trade,  but  at  the  same  time  it  gave  considerable 
impetus  to  the  establishment  of  rubber  plantations. 
CiiltlTatioii  of  Silk  Uubber. 

Realizing  that  the  "Kickxia,"  one  of  the  most  valuable  rubber 
plants,  was^indigenous  to  Kamerun,  the  German  planters  commenced 
to  cultivate  it  about  four  or  five  years  ago,  and  now  there  are  many 
plantations  containing  thousands  of  trees  that  will  soon  begin  to 
produce  lar^  quantities  of  first-quality  plantation  rubber. 

The  estimates  as  to  cost  of  production  on  these  plantations  com- 
pare favorably  with  those  of  the  Brazilian  and  East  Indian  rubber 
companies.  The  trees  are  planted  on  cleared  jungle  and  brush  land 
and  the  initial  costs  are  thus  small,  the  average  expenses  for  plant- 
ing (including  labor,  implements,  etc.)  being  about  $50  per  acre.  The 
cost  of  the  upkeep  of  planted  areas  is  calculated  at  about  $7.50  per 
acre  for  the  first  year,  $5.30  for  the  second,  $4.40  for  the  third,  and 
$0.50  for  the  fourth.  The  trees  b^n  to  bear  during  the  fifth  year, 
and  it  is  said  that  over  1^  pounds  ofary  rubber  may  be  obtained  i^rom 
a  sdx-^ear-old  "  Kickxia  ^  tree.  The  cost  of  tapping  the  trees  and 
shipping  the  product  to  Europe  should  not  exceed  30  cents  per 
pound,  and,  if  properly  prepared,  it  is  thought  that  Kamerun  planta- 
tion rubber  will  bring  about  the  same  price  as  the  best  Para  rubber 
in  European  markets.  Native  labor  is  fairly  plentiful  in  the  rubber- 
growing  districts  and  costs,  including  board,  about  $4  per  month. 
It  is  likelv,  therefore,  that  rubber  will  remain  the  most  important 


Falm  Kernels  and  Oil,  Cacao,  Bananas,  Etc. 

The  gathering  of  palm  kernels  and  the  extraction  of  the  oil  there- 
from are  still  important  industries  of  Kamemn.  The  value  of  the 
exports  of  kernels  increased  from  $1,048,664  in  1912  to  $1,481,686 
in  1913,  and  of  palm  oil  from  $386,128  to  $466,732.  The  trade  in 
palm  products  is  second  in  importance  to  that  of  rubber  as  to  the 
value  of  exports.  The  oil  is  extracted  almost  entirely  by  the  natives, 
whose  methods  are  crude  and  result  in  considerable  waste.  The 
installation  of  machinery  would  add  greatly  to  the  importance  of 
the  industry. 

The  cultivation  of  cacao  has  attained  considerable  importance  in 
Kamerun  within  a  very  short  time.  As  climatic  conditions  are 
similar  to  those  of  the  island  of  Sao  Thome,  the  well-known  center 
of  cacao  production  in  the  Gulf  of  Guinea,  and  as  a  substantial 
advance  in  cultivation  has  taken  place  during  the  last  six  years 
on  the  rapidly  increasing  number  of  plantations,  the  industry  has  a 
promising  future.   The  largest  plantations  are  operated  by  Euro- 


the  total  area  given  over  to  cacao  production  bein^  about  20,000 
acres  and  the  number  of  ti-ees  exceeding '6,500,000.  The  natives  have 
also  shown  interest  in  cacao  growing,  and  many  small  farms  are  now 
fonnd  along  the  Sanaga,  Munga,  and  Wuri  Kivers.  In  1913  the 
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exports  of  ca^ao  were  valued  at  $1^2,284,  as  against  $1,009,660  in 

1912  and  $787,066  in  1911. 

Bananas  and  other  tropical  fruits  have  been  shipped  to  the  Euro- 
pean markets  in  increasing  quantities,  and  the  widening  demand  has 
^ven  a  considerable  impetus  to  the  exportation  of  this  class  of 
merchandise.  Experiments  have  been  made  at  Victoria  in  the  culti- 
vation of  vanilla,  ginger,  pepper,  cloves,  and  other  tropical  products. 
Gold  and  iron  have  been  found  in  the  colony,  but  no  active  exploita- 
tion of  minerals  has  taken  place. 
Fore^  Trade  Trebled  1b  Ten  Tean. 

Not  only  has  there  been  rapid  industrial  development  in  Kamerun, 
but  the  colony  has  also  made  considerable  commerciaL  progress.  In 
1904  the  total  value  of  its  forwgn  trade  was  $4,140,724,  whereas  10 
years  later,  in  1913,  the  value  was  $15,176,923,  showing  an  increase  of 
511,036,204.  The  increase  in  the  value  of  imports  during  this  pmod 
was  $6,006,823  and  that  of  exports  $5,029,381. 

The  foreign  trade  movement  for  five  years  is  set  forth  in  the 
following  table: 


Yaar. 

ImporU. 

Bxporta. 

TotaL 

u.n7.m 

S,OBS,(HO 
S,m,G68 
8,149,497 
8,2»,78r 

IS.6Te.6» 
4,741,912 
5.057,710 
5,fiM.0U 

e.m.ui 

t7,8M.«0 
10.839.9B3 
12.03S.27S 
».7I»,SU 
I5,17B.« 

Trinelpal  Imports  and  Sxports. 

The  following  table  (compiled  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce  from  quarterly  reports  published  in  the  Deutsches 
Kolonialblatt)  shows  the  value  of  the  principal  articles  entering  into 
the  foreign  trade  of  Kamerun  in  1912  and  1913  (figures  for  1914  are 
not  yet  available] 


ArtlclM. 


1912 


tMPoRn. 

Aims  and  amunitlon  

Breads  tuffs: 

Flour  

Rfco  

Sl;ip's  biscuit  (hard- 
tack)   

Cctnent  

Coal  and  pctaat  fuel  

Cottnu  piece  goods  

Cotton  cloth  In  f!  

BgR3.  milk,  honeT.etc  

Fert  ilium.  cliom!<»l  

Fhh,  dried  or  preserved.. 
Glass  and  glassware  (ex- 

cept  window  glass)  

Bats,  umbrelbu,  laces, 

felt,  o'.c  

Leather  booti  and  shoes. . 

Llnni  and  Jute  goods  

Heat  and  meat  products. . 
ICoUls,  and  manofaoturaa 
of: 
Irmi— 

Pigs,  rails,  rods, 

bars,  etc  

Qalvnnlied,  cor- 

mnted  

Hardware  

Other,iiianuIactareso( 

Petroleum  

Salt  

SUfc  goods  

SoiV,  barand  lolM.... 


179,106 

35>837 
413, S13 

60,311 
79.671 
64,531 
1,484,545 
£05,691 
100,936 
45.754 
563,493 

66,316 

104,930 
66,287 
106,330 
203,097 


03,965 
72,551 

131,191 
38,343 

139,560 
73,709 
«S,081 


1913 


r4,03O 

41.634 
371,487 

66,299 
100.377 
114,939 
1,054.075 
699,143 
124.520 

66.914 
000,340 

80,963 

71.344 
72,302 
157.218 
184,  S35 


44,668 

121. 89C 
706,563 
146.881 
47.134 
126,636 
32,135 
4^290 


Aitides. 


I MPORTS— conUnoed. 

Spirits,  whios,  and  liq- 
uors; 

Beer  , 

Spirits  

Wine,  still  

Susar  , 

Tobacco: 

Leaf  

Mannfoctured  

Woolen  good'  

Wood,  and  tnonofaotures 

ot   , 

AU  other  articles  

Total  , 

Specie  

Qraod  total  

EXrC«T3. 

Cacao  

Ivory  

Kola  nuts  

Mahoeany    and  other 

woods  

Palm  kemeb  

Palm  oU  

Rubber  

AU  other  articles  

Total  

Speda  , 

Onnd  total  


1912 


$103,182 

168,716 
47.338 
33,340 

183,098 
86,853 
37,543 

78,406 
1,008.307 


«, 909,906 
1.909,592 


8.149,497 


1,000,660 
137,614 
39,737 

165,613 
1,04«,664 
3M,  128 
&730,S89 
 45,398 

8.661,203 
8U 


6,664,019 


1913 


8118,329 
166,307 
60,  OM 

45.632 

1S1,2U 
103,847 
2^707 

80,307 

i,«a,9iH 


7,081,007 
667,090 


8,238.787 


1,233,284 
196,327 
231,203 

223,878 
1,481,686 

4SB,733 
2,885,008 

211,006 
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DUtrilmtliini  «f  TMde— Mul»«l  Ms. 

About  80  per  cent  of  the  trade  has  been  with  Germany,  due  largely 
to  the  good  service  offered  by  direct  German  steamship  lines  from 
Duala  and  Victoria  to  Bremen  and  Hamburg;  but  the  United  King- 
dom has  also  done  considerable  business  in  ivamerim  (about  15  per 
cent),  as  in  certain  parts  of  the  colony,  especially  inland.  British 
firms  have  long  been  established  and  have  carried  on  an  active  trade 
iritfa  the  natives. 

As  there  are  no  direct  steamship  connections,  no  Kamerun  prod- 
ucts are  exported  to  Amenca,  and  practically  all  of  the  American 
goods  imported  are  purchased  through  firms  in  Hamburg  and 
Bremen.  The  average  yearly  value  of  imports  from  the  United 
States  has  been  about  $-25,000,  the  principal  articles  being  lumber  and 
t<Aacco.  Petroleum  also  is  imported  from  the  United  States.  For- 
merly, when  American  missionaries  were  active  in  Kamerun,  trade 
-with  the  United  States  vas  slightly  greater  but,  since  about  1910,  it 
lias  decreased. 

The  principal  ports  on  the  seacoast  are  Duala,  Kribi,  Victoria,  Eio 
del  Key,  and  Kampo;  the  inland  ports,  near  the  frontiers  of  the 
neighboring  colonies,  being  Molnndu  (in  the  south)  and  (Jarua  (in 
ihi  north).  About  one-half  of  the  total  imports  are  entered  through 
the  customhouse  at  Duala,  while  Kribi  is  the  piincipal  port  ^r 
expoi'tatian. 

8H0BT  8EAS0H  POB  LAKE  ERIE  WHTTEFISH  DFER&TXOIB. 

The  whitefi^  made  their  appearance  so  late  the  past  season  on  the 
grounds  in  Lake  Erie  that  the  spawning  period  was  one  of  the  short- 
est ever  Imown  there.  Some  features  of  the  situation  are  presented 
by  tiie  United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries  in  the  semiannual  report 
submitted  by  the  Put-in  Bay  (Ohio)  hatchery.  Notwithstanding  that 
the  lake  temperatures  averaged  several  degrees  below  normal  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  sunuo^r  and  fall,  the  nsh  made  their  appearance 
on  the  spawning  grounds  so  late  that  the  firet  eggs  were  secured 
November  18,  one  day  later  than  has  ever  before  been  recorded  in  tliis 
field.  This  late  beginning  of  the  work  I'educed  the  egg-collecting 
period  to  20  days. 

Another  unusual  feature  was  the  failure  of  the  spawning  fish  to 
congregate,  as  her^f(H%,  upon  the  reefs  and  rocky  shoals  at  the  head 
of  &e  lake,  where  the  fioi  are  accessible  to  gill-net  fi^ermen.  Hie 
majority  of  them  sought,  instead,  the  deeper  and  muddier  portions  of 
the  lake. 

At  Monroe  Piers,  Mich.,  which  has  formerly  proved  one  of  the  most 
productive  iields  for  whitetish  eggs,  the  collections  aggregated  only 
40,720.000,  as  against  an  average  of  170,000,000  for  the  three  years 
preceding.   

A  repoil  of  an  investigation  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Stand- 
ards, "  Standard  Test  Si>ecimen  of  Zinc  Bronze,"  reviewed  in  C'om- 
mntcs  Reports  for  October  28,  1915,  has  been  issued  as  Technologic 
Paper  No.  59,  and  may  be  obtained  by  persons  intei-ested  upon 
application  to  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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BECEIFTS  OF  FISH  AT  BXW  EVOLUn)  FOBTS. 


According  to  the  usual  monthly  statement  of  the  Bureau  of  Fish- 
eries, Department  of  Commerce,  the  American  fleet  landing  fish  at 
Boston  and  Gloucester,  Mass.,  and  Portland,  Me.,  during  Januarj, 
1916,  included  192  steam  and  sail  vessels.  These  vessels  landed  at 
Boston  195  trips  aggregating  5^30,841  pounds  of  fish,  valued  at 
$204,893;  at  Gloucester,  197  trips  aggregating  7,390^47  pounds, 
valued  at  $216,424;  and  at  Portland,  140  trips  amounting  to  683,566 
pounds,  valued  at  $26,861.  The  total  for  the  three  ports  during  the 
month  amounted  to  532  trips  aggregating  13,304,954  pounds  of  fresh 
and  salted  fish,  having  a  value  to  the  fishermen  of  $448,178. 

The  figures  for  the  three  ports  in  kinds  of  fish  landed  are : 


Kinds  of  fldL 


Boston: 

Cod  

Haddock  

Hako  

PoUook  

Cusk  

HaUbut  

lUsoeUaiiooiii. 

Total  

OloucMtor: 

Cod  

Haddock.. ... 

Hako  

PoUock  

Cusk  

HaUbot  


Pounds.  Valos. 


1.021.180 
8,310,361 
3»2,715 
»4,3M 

in.m 

10.005 
348.563 


6,230,841 


433,  sn 

31,524 
IG.OW 
753,418 
100 
29,600 


137,908' 
133.800 
14.050 
2,950 
4.225 
3,703 
8.099 


301.898 


11,311 
1,264 
1,026 

37,380 
4 

3,786 


Ktndaof  AdL 


aioanatar— CooUnoed. 
tHiMjiftiitMa  

Total  

Portland: 

Cod  

Haddock  

Hako  

Pollodc  

Cusk  

Halibut  

UlMrilanMMll  

Total  

Oracd  total  


Pounds.  Valua. 


«,139.ffiS 


7.390,547 


213. 652 
272.182 
83.007 
66,533 
43,487 
11,421 
5.106 


683,  JM 
13,804,961 


I171.T« 


210, 4M 


8.330 
11.472 
2,8a 
1.44S 
1.197 
1,698 
64 


AKESIGAN  CONSULAB  OFHCEBS  OH  LEAVE  07  ABSEITCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions : 


Hama. 

Fort. 

tlonof 
▼enu*. 

Addreat. 

Wfttta.Bthelbert  

Nerllle,  Edwfn  L  

Bcadlqr,  William  Harrbod... 

Talhoku.  Taiwan  

Niagara  Falls, Ontario. 
ItoMreal.  Canada  

Uar.  11 
Apr.  1 
Mar.  1 
Apr.  4 

inn  Clinton  street,  Phtladelphta.  P*. 
U7»  West  SSth  Street,  Clevelaod.  Ohio. 
Department  of  State,wa$hlnRtoa,r>.  C. 
Cwiturj  Club,  7  Wart  43d  Street,  Mow 
York  City. 

District  Offices  of  the  Bnrean  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commeroe. 

Hew  York,  Boom  40B  United  Statei  Cvstomhonse;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
United  States  Cnstomhouse;  Ghleayo,  004  Federal  Building;  St.  Lonis.  403  Third 
national  Bank  Bnlldlng;  Atlanta,  621  Post  Office  Balldlng;  New  Orleans,  lOSO 
Hlbemla  Bank  Building;  San  Franolseo,  SOS  Tnited  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
MS  Alaska  BnUdlng.  Cooperative  district  olloes:  Cleveland,  dumber  of  C«n.- 
aeree;  Clnolnnatl.  Chamber  of  Comineree;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commeroe; 
Detroit,  Board  of  Commeroe;  Phllad^hla,  Chamber  of  Commeroe;  Bavenpnt 
(Iowa),  Commerolal  Club. 
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Re<|DMt 


for  «acb  opportmutr  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  the  fllo  mnBaWr  given. 

Baiiway  materiaU,  No.  20174.— An  American  consular  officer  tn  Portugal  re- 
ports that  the  Direccao  Qeral  das  Colonias,  4  Repartlcao,  Lisbon.  Porta- 
gal.  will  receive  bids  until  Uarcb  20,  1010,  on  material  for  100  kOometers 
(about  66.1309  miles)  of  railway.  Detailed  iq»eclflcatlon8  and  blue  prints 
may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  oflBces.  '(Refer  to  file 
No.  72483.) 

Machinery,  No.  20175.— An  American  consular  officer  In  Argentina  reports  that 
bids  will  be  received  until  April  24,  1910.  at  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Directory  of  Sanitary  Works  of  the  Nation,  Calle  Chareas  1840, 
Buenos  Aires,  Argentina,  for  furnishing  water-works  machinery  to  the 
city  of  Sautn  Fe.  Specifications  and  biue  prints  covering  this  project 
may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.  (Refer  to  file 
No.  7250L) 

ifachinery  and  tools,  etc.,  No.  20176.— The  commercial  attacli6  of  the  D^rt- 
meut  of  Gomroerce  In  France  reports  that  a  man  In  Spain  desires  to  repre- 
sent American  manufacturers  of  machinery  for  making  cement ;  mechani- 
cal tools,  such  as  lathes,  drills,  stenm  hammers,  etc. ;  elevators  and  elo< 
vator  machinery;  sanitary  appliances;  electric  machinery;  and  stoves, 
ranges,  and  heating  apparatus  for  houses,  hotels,  etc. 

Chemicals,  and  shoes  for  tcomen  and  children.  No.  20177. — ^A  Arm  in  Italy 
writes  tiiat  It  desires  to  communicate  with  American  maoufactur»s  and 
exporters  of  chemicals  and  shoes  for  women  and  children. 

Machinery  and  reffetable  itory.  No.  2017S. — An  American  consular  officer  In 
Brazil  reports  that  a  firm  In  his  district  is  In  the  market  for  machinery 
for  weaving  straw  hats.  An  lllu.straUon  of  the  bats  and  the  fibers  from 
which  the  hats  are  to  be  woven  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its 
district  offices.  (Refer  to  file  No.  72081.)  The  firm  also  desires  to  commu- 
nicate with  American  Imj^orters  of  vf^nble  Ivory.  Catalogues  and  price 
lists  should  be  sent  to  the  consulate  as  well  as  to  the  firm. 

"Wall  paper.  No.  20179. — An  American  consular  officer  in  the  United  Kingdom 
transmits  the  names  of  several  firms  in  his  district  which  are  interested 
in  receiving  quotations  from  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  wall 
papers,  22  inches  wide  tor  12  yards  long.  Quotations  should  be  c.  1.  £■ 
British  ports  and  expressed  In  English  currency. 

Agricultural  machinery.  No.  20180. — A  man  in  Spain  informs  an  Amerleap 
consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of 
agricultural  machinery.   Correspondence  should  be  In  SpanLsh. 

Machinery,  electrical  equipment,  etc..  No.  20181. — An  American  consular  officer 
In  Portugal  writes  that  u  firm  In  his  district  is  in  the  market  for  machines 
used  In  the  cork  industry ;  electrical  equipment,  such  as  Installation  mate- 
rial ;  wlnihnlUs  suitable  to  pi'oduce  electrical  energy ;  and  peroxide  of 
lead  used  In  making  storage  batteries;  and  celluloid  In  plates.  Catalogues, 
quotations,  and  full  Information  are  desired  immedlat^y.  Correspondence 
should  be  tn  French,  I>ortuguese,  or  Spanish. 

Cotton  goods.  No.  20182. — An  American  consular  officer  In  France  reports  that 
a  Ann  in  his  district  desires  to  purchase  American  cotton  goods  for 
women's  and  children's  garments,  and  men's  shirts.  Samples  of  the  goods 
desired,  each  mni'keil  with  the  nunibtr  of  pieces  of  100  meters  (328.08 
feet)  likely  to  be  ordyred,  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  dl-strlct 
offices.  Quotations  sliould  Ik*  c.  i.  f.  desHrinticm,  or  f.  o.  h.  Now  York,  with 
freight  eHtlmates.  It  is  stated  that  business  will  l)c  on  a  cash  basis. 
Correpondence  Is  preferretl  in  French,  but  may  be  In  English. 

Dairy  machinery,  knitting  machines,  etc..  No.  20183. — A  firm  In  India  informs 
an  American  consular  officer  tliat  It  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  dairy  machinery,  knitting  ma- 
chines, agricultural  Implements,  steel  pipes,  etc. 
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[CoiTMpondence  abonld  be  direct  with  the  offlccB  named,  and  tpedflcatlons  can  amallT; 
he  oJttalsed  at  the  polota  where  the  soods  are  to  bi  dellTered  or  tb*  work  Is  to  be  pn- 
formed.  In  caseii  wherr  thp  time  limit  la  too  short  to  permit  flmiB  to  Mibmlt  tea  derm, 
ther  ohould  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  ouUlDg  lists  of  nich  tdBcM  to  recdn  notices  cnlllpy 
for  future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Repain  to  light  vessel.  No.  2987. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the 
LlRhthouse  Inspector,  San  Franclsca  Gal.,  until  February  2S,  1916,  for 
repairs  to  San  Francisco  Ileht  vessel  Jfo.  70.  Farther  Information  may  be 

obtained  on  application  to  the  Lighthouse  Inspector,  San  Francisco. 

Riprap,  No.  2988. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Ll^thouse  Inspector, 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  until  Miirch  15,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  depositing  800 
ton.**  of  riprap  at  Ship  John  Shoal  Light  Station,  Delaware  Bay.  Further 
Information  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Lighthouse  Inspector, 
Philadelphia. 

Mttil-handHng  devices,  etc.,  No.  2989. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Office  of  the  Supervising  Architect.  Treasury  DPnnrtment,  Wanhlngtmi, 
D.  C,  until  April  3,  1916,  for  mechanical  raall-handllng  devices,  etc.,  in  tlie 
United  States  post  office  at  Minneapolis  Mtnn.  Sneclfl<^tlons  and  (lrawlng» 
may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Supervising  Ardiitect's  Ofilce,  Wash- 
ington. 

Ootuttruction  icm%  No,  2990. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Office 
of  the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington.  D.  C, 
until  March  30,  1916,  for  the  comtruetlon  complete  of  the  United  States 
post  office  at  Huntington,  Ind.  Drawings  ami  speclflcatlona  may  be  obtained 
on  application  to  the  custodian  of  tlie  site  at  Huntington,  or  at  the  Super- 
vising Architect's  Office,  Washington. 

lAghting  fixtures.  No.  2991. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Office  of 
^  the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  nntll 
March  1,  1910,  for  furnishing  and  instnlilng  lighting  flxtures  In  the  IJnited 
!  States  post  office  at  Conconl,  N.  H.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be 
obtiiineii  on  application  to  the  Supcnising  Architect's  Office,  Washington. 
Proposals  are  desired  only  from  those  quallfled  to  produce  work  of  the 
highest  grade,  both  artistically  and  mechanically,  and  the  right  Is  renerred 
to  refuse  to  send  the  drawings  and  specifications  to  or  to  receive  proposals 
frfHii  anyone  who  in  the  opinion  of  the  SuperviBtDg  Architect  Is  not  so 
qualified. 

Goal,  No.  2992. — Sealed  pi-oposals  will  he  recelvetl  at  the  United  States  Engineer 
Office,  Jacksonvlile,  Fin.,  until  March  7,  1916,  for  furnishing  2.000  tons 
of  coal.  Further  informntion  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the 
Engineer  Office,  Jacksonville. 

Sorthwork  and  structures.  No.  2993.— Scnle<l  pioposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  United  States  Reclamation  Service,  Malta,  Mont.,  until  March 
15,  1916,  for  earthwork  and  structures,  Boutloin  Canal,  Milk  River  project 
Further  Information  niiiy  l)e  obtained  on  nppiication  to  the  United  Stotes 
Reclamation  Service,  Wnsliington.  D.  C,  Denver.  C!olo.,  or  Malta,  Mont 

8ub*istenee  supplies,  No.  29tH. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  nt  the 
genernl  depot  Quarter  muster  Oonw.  115-123  liust  Ontario  Street,  Chicago, 
III.,  until  February  23,  1916,  for  furnlslxing  and  delivering  sales  lard  and 
pork  sausage. 


Blister  copper  to  the  value  of  $6,101,781  was  invoiced  at  the 
American  consulate  general  at  Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  for 
the  United  States  during  1915,  compared  with  $1,177,688  worth  for 
]914,  and  copper  ore  to  the  value  ef  $1,480,195,  compared  with 
$1,249,547. 
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FOSTFONEMEHT  OF  UEXICAK  EMBAHaO  ON  CATTLE  HIBES. 

The  Department  of  State  has  received  telegraphic  information  to 
the  effect  that  general  permission  will  be  granted  for  the  exporta- 
tion of  cattle  hides  from  Mexico  until  March  31, 191C,  and  that  after 
this  date  the  exportation  of  green  hides  will  positively  be  prohibited. 
[A  decree  of  the  Carranza  Government,  dated  November  19,  1915, 
prohibited  the  exportation  of  hides  of  all  kinds  after  Jan.  1,  1916, 
as  reported  in  Commebce  Kepobts  for  Feb.  2, 1916  (p.  459).] 


BBl'ilSU  KESTBlCnOire  OV  IXP0BT8. 

[Cablegram  from  AnMrlcon  Consul  General.  London.  Feb.  17.] 

A  special  committee  has  been  appointed  to  issue  licenses  for  the 
importation  of  paper  and  materials  for  the  manufacture  of  paper,  the 
secretai-y  being  John  Singleton  demons,  Central  House,  Kingsway, 
London.  The  committee  will  give  or  withhold  licenses  in  such  man- 
ner as  to  reduce  imports  by  one-third,  the  licenses  to  be  subject  to 
such  conditions  as  may  be  thought  desirable  to  insure  the  obtaining 
of  two-thirds  of  normal  supplies  and  that  the  price  to  consumers 
Ehall  be  a  fair  one.  It  is  probable  that  a  special  committee  will  be 
appointed  to  deal  with  the  restricted  imports  of  tobacco. 

[The  order  in  council  providing  for  the  restriction  of  certain 
Briti^  imports  was  published  in  Comhebcb  Repobts  for  Feb.  17, 
1916.]  

Auistance  Bendered  American  Uannf  actnrer  hy  Commeree  Beports. 

A  firm  in  San  Francisco  writes  that  through  the  assistance  ren- 
dered by  Commerce  Repobts  an  agency  was  secured  in  India  from 
■which  a  good-sized  order  was  received  for  the  firm's  products,  and 
that  it  expects  that  monthly  shipments  will  follow. 

Soap  Factory  in  Haiti. 

The  President  of  Haiti  has  recently  approved,  by  an  official  order 
published  in  Le  MoniCeur,  a  concession  to  a  soap  factory  in  Jeremie, 
in  the  Arrondifisement  of  Grande-Anse. 


a<7n*— u 


«8£ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


690  oomaebob  bepobis. 

flOTEBNKEIIT'S  SAFETT-7IBSI  EXFOSZnOH. 

Important  activities  of  the  Washington  departments  and  of  the 
American  Red  Cross  are  represented  by  the  exhibits  at  the  Govern- 
ment's Safety-First  Exposition,  to  be  held  at  the  New  National 
Museum  in  Washington,  D.  C,  from  February  21  to  February  26. 
The  purpose  of  the  exposition  is  to  demonstrate  what  the  Federal 
Government  is  doing  toward  the  saving  of  life  and  property,  and 
a  great  variety  of  material  and  apparatus  has  been  contributed  by 
the  26  bureaus  tliat  are  participating. 

Five  bureaus  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  have  places  in  the 
exposition.  These  are  the  Bureaus  of  Standards,  Lighthouses,  Navi- 
gation, Steamboat-Inspection  Service,  and  the  Coa^  and  Geodetio 
Survey.  February  25  has  been  selected  as  Department  of  Gommeroe 
Day. 

Contrlbntlo&i  from  the  Bnrean  of  Standards. 

The  Bureau  of  Standards  will  show  the  various  means  of  provid- 
ing safety  from  hazards  of  marine  transportation;  hazards  of  land 
transporUtion ;  from  mechanical  hazards  by  failure  of  buildings, 
bridges,  and  other  structures,  or  by  industrial  processes;  from  fire, 
electrical,  fi^,  and  lightning  hazards.  Among  the  specific  lines 
represented  are :  Directicm  indicator  for  wireless  fog  signals  (ap- 
paratus and  diagrams),  decremeter  to  prevent  interference  of  wire- 
less signals  (apparatus  and  diagrams),  visibility  of  elevated  li^ts 
and  objects  in  fogs  at  sea  (diagrams),  fragments  and  sections  of 
defective  rails  (samples  and  photographs),  color  and  light  trans- 
mission of  headlight  and  railway-signal  glass  (diagrams  and  sam- 
ples), hazards  to  pedestrians  and  street  traffic  from  falling  overhead 
wires  (photographs,  diagrams,  and  maps),  building  tailures  by 
electrolysis  (photc^aphsT,  mechanical  eye  protection  (samples  and 
apparatus),  building  cohstruction  code,  standard  hose  couplings, 
storage  of  dangerous  materials  (diagrams),  National  electrical 
safety  code  (diagrams),  gas  safety  code  (diagrams),  protective 
devices  against  lightning  (samples). 

The  Lighthouse  Service  shows  a  modem  revolving  lens,  a  post 
lantern,  and  a  fog-signal  siren,  representing  the  various  aids  to 
navi^atim  and  instruments  of  safety  to  the  mariner.  The  revolving 
lens  IS  accompanied  by  an  automatic  light  alarm,  used  for  calling 
the  attention  of  tiie  keeper  in  case  of  accident  to  the  lamp.  The 
service  also  employs  an  automatic  device  for  switching  incandescent 
electric  lamps  into  the  focus  of  the  lens  should  the  one  in  commission 
be  extinguished  through  breakage.  A  minor  device  for  promoting 
safety  is  the  spring-hinge  trajwoor  used  in  the  watch-room  floors 
of  small  lighthouses,  which  automatically  opens  when  the  catch  is 
released  and  will  not  drop  on  the  keeper  while  he  is  passing  through 
the  trap. 

Coast  and  OeodeUo  Surrey  Shows  Wire  I>raff. 

The  exhibit  of  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  consists  of  a  model 
of  the  wire  drag,  a  series  of  sketches  illustrating  the  development  of 
the  mariner's  chart,  end,  grouped  near  the  respective  sketches,  soum 
of  the  instruments,  tools,  and  data  used  in  the  work  illus^ated. 
Copies  of  the  charts  and  other  publications  will  also  be  shown. 
These  features  of  the  work  of  the  surrey  are  demgned  to.  show  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOMMEBCB  REPORTS. 


601 


great  value  of  a  chart  in  preventing  loss  of  life  and  property  at  sea 
and  on  the  inland  waters  and  to  indicate  in  a  popular  manner  the 
detail  work  necessary  to  construct  the  most  serviceable  chart  for 
safe  navigation. 

The  wii-e  drag  is  the  mo?t  important  of  recent  additions  to  the 
means  of  hydrographic  surveying.  By  its  ase  all  dangers  below  the 
surface  of  the  water  at  a  determined  depth  are  located.  It  has 
assisted  in  disclosing  the  existence  of  numerous  pinnacle  rocks  which 
were  not  discovered  in  former  surveys  when  the  lead  line  was  used. 
The  drag  has  been  found  especially  important  in  Alaskan  waters, 
some  of  which  have  not  been  surveyed  at  all,  although  the  pinnacle 
rock  is  frequently  encountered  there. 

Changes  which  nature  is  constantly  making  both  above  and  below 
the  surface  of  the  water  are  indicated  by  comparisons  with  old 
plates  of  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survev.  An  island  in  Columbia 
Biver  has  moved  out  of  the  way  of  traMc;  at  another  island  on  the 
shore  of  Virginia,  a  good  harbor  has  been  formed  where  formerly 
there  was  no  protection  for  vessels  seeking  shelter;  some  dangerous 
shoals  have  been  found  where  formerly  there  was  safe  traveling. 

Bnrean  of  HaTlgatloii — Bteamboat-Iaspeotlon  Weak. 

The  Bureau  of  Navigation,  in  its  part  of  the  exhibit,  demonstrates 
what  is  being  accomplished  by  the  Government  in  behalf  of  improve- 
ments in  rodio  service.  It  has  furnished,  at  the  Museum  building, 
a  complete  radio  set  of  the  type  used  on  certain  passenger  vessels, 
including  auxiliary  source  of  power:  an  omnigraph,  used  for  con- 
ductinsr  the  speed  test  in  code  receiving  as  a  part  of  the  examination 
of  radio  operators  for  licenses;  Kolster  decremeter  and  wave  meter 
combined,  which  is  the  instrument  used  in  connection  with  the  inspec- 
tion of  stations  for  licenses  or  to  determine  if  they  fulfill  the  require- 
ments of  the  law,  and  other  testing  instruments  which  are  used  by 
the  inspectors  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  efficiency  of  radio 
apparatus.  In  addition,  there  are  parts  of  apparatus  showing  the 
progress  of  the  wireless. 

The  Steamboat- Inspection  Service  has  as  a  feature  of  its  exhibit  a 
model  of  a  steamboat  made  to  scale,  carrying  lifeboats,  life  rafts, 
etc.,  besides  models  of  various  kinds  of  lifeboats,  rafts,  buoys,  sig- 
nals, and  preservers.  Other  classes  represented  in  its  exhibit  are: 
Instruments  used  on  shipboard  for  safe  navigation;  safety  attach- 
ments for  boilers;  gauges,  etc.,  used  by  inspectoi-s;  publications  of 
the  service;  and  numerous  screen  exhibits,  including  illustrated 
notice  as  to  how  life  preservers  are  put  on  the  person  and  where 
kept ;  instructions  for  use  of  min  and  rocket  apparatus;  photograjjhs 
showing  test  of  lifeboats  by  noisting  from  water  when  loaded  with 
persons,  boat  drills,  fire  drills,  tests  of  life  pi-eservers,  tests  of  fire 
nose,  and  hull  inspectors  at  work;  sainples  of  engraved  licenses  for 
masters,  pilots,  and  engineers^  a  certificate  of  inspection;  and  blue 
prints  of  boilers  and  hulls  required  to  be  passed  upon  by  the  inspector. 

Tarlou  Bepartneats  BepTesented. 

The  Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  of  the  Navy  Department 
illustrates  first  aid  in  war  and  life-saving  at  sea.  The  Coast  Guard 
Service  exhibits  two  boats  such  as  are  used  at  the  stations — one  an 
old  type  with  a  long  record  of  efficient  use  at  wrecks,  the  other  c 
modem  power  self-bailing  surfboat.   The  Bureau  of  Mines  has  aj 
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paratus  used  for  rescue  work  in  the  underground  disasters  met  wifli 
in  its  special  field.  The  Forest  Service  shows  what  is  being  doa» 
to  minimize  destruction  by  forest  fires.  The  Bureau  of  Edubation 
in  its  exhibit  gives  evidence  of  its  interest  in  the  legal  provisions  of 
the  States  for  the  safety  and  health  of  school  children,  with  photo- 
graphs of  fire  drills  and  safety  appliances.  The  Bureau  of  Labor 
Statistics  gives  attention  to  results  of  safety  activity  in  the  iron  and 
steel  industry  and  in  making  heavy  machinery.  The  Children's  Bu- 
reau discloses  work  for  the  care  and  safety  of  babies. 

Statements  from  several  bureaus  show  what  they  have  accom- 
plished. Amon^  these  are:  Geological  Survey,  prevention  of  epi- 
demics of  typhoid  fever  by  showing  where  pure  water  supplies  may 
be  found;  Reclamation  Service,  change  of  vast  areas  of  worthless 
desert  into  fertile  fields;  Weather  Bureau,  issuance  of  flood  and 
storm  wamincs,  saving  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  property  and 
thousands  of  lives;  Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  requirement 
of  safety-first  measures  on  railroads;  Public  Health  Service,  saving 
of  thousands  of  lives  by  stopping  the  entrance  of  plague  at  ports  ol 
the  United  States. 

All  apparatus  exhibited  at  the  New  National  Museum  by  these 
bureaus  will  be  demonstrated  by  experts,  and  the  exhibits  will  be 
open  to  visitors  daily  from  9  a.  m.  to  4.30  p.  m.,  and  7.30  to  11  p.  m. 
Admission  will  be  free. 

AaBlCULTUBAI.  UACHXHEBY  WAKTES  DT  RUSSIA. 

[JOQinal  of  RaMlan-Ameiican  Chamber  t>(  Commerce,  December,  1916.) 

The  measures  recently  introduced  in  Russia  for  improving  agricul- 
tural conditions,  and  the- raising  of  the  standard  of  agricultural 
equipment,  have  caused  an  increased  demand  for  agricuTfura!  ma- 
chinery and  implements.  During  the  first  year  of  the  war  the  ques- 
tion of  supplying  agricultural  machinery  could  be  solved  in  a  more 
or  less  satisfactory  way,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Russian  works  hrtd 
increased  their  output,  the  machinery  delivered  by  them  during  che 
period  1911-1913  having  reached  the  value  of  160,000,000  rubles 
($82,400,000  at  the  normal  exchange  rate  of  $0,515  to  the  ruble)  and 
to  the  imports  from  abroad.  At  present,  however,  the  imports  of 
foreign  machinery  have  been  almost  entirely  discontinued,  while  the 
Russian  works  are  not  in  a  position  to  maintain  their  output  at  ♦he 
former  level.  It  is  expected  that  a  particular  need  will  be  felt  for 
harvesting  machinery,  especially  reapers  with  automatic  ejectors,  and 
binders,  the  supply  of  which,  according  to  dealers  and  specialists, 
does  not  exceed  15,000,  while  the  average  annual  demand  for  the  last 
three  years  reached  40,000  to  45,000. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  therefore  has  entered  into  an 
agreement  with  the  Unitea  Zemstvo  and  Cooperative  Purchasing  Or- 
ganization, including  the  zemstvos  of  Orel  and  Kief,  the  Moscovr 
People's  Bank,  and  the  cooperative  associations,  for  the  purpose  of 
joint  action  in  supplying  agricultural  machinery  for  the  next  season. 
The  Minister  of  Agriculture  has  requested  the  Council  of  Ministers 
for  an  appropriation  of  6,000,000  rubles  ($2,575,000)  from  the  Got- 
ernment  Exchequer  for  2  years  to  serve  as  a  fund  for  the  purchasing 
^f  harvesting  machinery  and  agricultural  implements  (coiofl/  nap- 
's with  automatic  ejectors). 
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inSASTROUB  FLOOD  IH  NOBTH  EOLLABD. 

[Consul  Frank  W.  Mabln,  AioBterd&ni,  Jan.  20.] 

Now,  after  nearly  a  week,  flood  conditions  are  but  little  improved 
in  the  district  north  of  Amsterdam,  which  was  inimdated  on  Janu- 
ary U  by  the  breaking  of  the  dike  that  protects  the  lowlands  from  the 
Sluider  Zee.  The  island  of  Marken,  where  16  lives  were  lost,  is  again 
relatively  dry,  but  on  the  mainland  there  has  been  no  general  reces- 
sion. Shifting  of  the  wind  pushes  the  water  from  one  locality  only 
to  spread  it  over  another.  No  estimate  is  made  of  the  population  of 
the  mundated  section,  but  it  is  probably  not  less  than  20,000,  as  there 
are  a  dozen  villages  in  it,  with  500  to  2,000  inhabitants. 

Many  fugitives  from  the  flooded  district  have  come  to  Amsterdam 
and  are  lodged  about  the  city ;  many  fled  to  other  towns  outside  the 
Gti-icken  region.  In  a  few  cases  villages  and  isolated  farms  were 
above  the  flood  level,  and  there  the  people  still  remain.  Relief  com- 
mittees see  that  they  do  not  lack  food,  and  potable  water  is  supplied 
from  Amsterdam.  Drinkine  water  was  obtained  from  cisterns  in 
that  section,  and  these  are  all  mined  by  the  Salter  water  from  the 
Zuider  2;ee.  Normal  conditions  can  not  be  restored  there  and  the 
fugitives  return  to  their  homes  for  two  or  three  months — possibly 
longer. 

BemoTlag  tbe  Water  and  Rebnlldiag  the  Honiea. 

The  breaks  in  the  dike  can  not  be  repaired  immediately.  AH  that 
can  be  done  at  present  is  to  prevent  their  widening  and  to  strengthen 
the  weak  spots.  How  the  water  will  be  removed  is  a  problem,  but 
presumably  srme  system  will  be  adopted,  when  weather  conditions 
improve,  by  which  it  will  be  forced  out  through  the  numerous  canals 
traveling  that  district. 

No  estimates  are  yet  possible  of  the  financial  loss.  The  flood 
waters  cover  an  area  of  some  37,000  acres,  and  the  land  will  probably 
be  useless  for  a  year  or  more,  as  it  will  be  impregnated  with  salt 
from  the  sea.  Fortunately  most  of  that  country  is  devoted  to  pas- 
tures, which  are  less  injured  by  salt-water  inundation  than  is  crop 
land.  Practically  all  the  sheep,  hogs,  and  poultry  were  drowned, 
and  many  cows. 

This  is  the  worst  flord  disaster  in  Holland  since  the  year  1825, 
and  in  some  respects  it  is  said  to  be  woi-se  than  that  memorable  one. 
The  great  distress  of  the  sufferers  from  the  flood  is  being  relieved 
by  active  indi\-idual  work  and  by  generous  contributions  of  money. 
There  is,  besides,  a  national  water-disaster  fund,  created  many  years 
a^  and  rarely  touched,  which  amounts  to  about  $250,000.  Financial 
aid  will  also  be  required  when  the  flood  water  is  entirely  gone  in 
rebuilding  the  destroyed  houses.  The  water  is  weakening  the 
foundations  of  those  standing  in  the  flood;  some  have  already  fallen, 
and  many  others  are  expected  to  collapse. 


The  shipments  of  chilled  nnd  frozen  beef  from  Buenos  Aires  to 
tiie  United  States,  according  to  invoices  certified  at  the  cnnsitlnte 
general,  decreased  in  value  from  $15,738,776  for  1914  to  $8,601,246 
for  1915. 
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FoxEiGV  Bi;ur  PRODtrcnox  ass  xeabx, 

AIOEKIA. 

[Ctnuol  Dean  B.  Maaon.  Alglera.] 

The  latest  statistics  relating  to  the  acreage  and  prodnction  of 
edible  beans  in  Algeria  were  published  in  1914  and  are  for  the  year 
1912.  No  statistics  have  ever  been  compiled  as  to  the  acreage  of 
different  varieties  of  beans  in  Algeria. 

The  area  in  beans  in  1912  was  7,003  acres;  9,052,995  pounds  of 
beans  were  produced. 

Kumerous  varieties  of  beans  are  cultivated  b^  market  gardeners 
for  shipment  to  France  and  for  local  consumption.  A  dwarf  bean 
with  a  long  pod  known  as  Pharicot  d'Alger  is  very  much  liked. 
Beans  can  be  cultivated  on  the  coast  throughout  the  winter  in  cer- 
tain localities,  and  such  cultivation  is  sometimes  very  profitable. 

During  the  last  10  years  the  shipment  of  string  beans  to  France , 
has  become  quite  important,  but  m  the  customs  export  statistics 
beans  are  reported  with  other  vegetables  and  the  value  and  <^uan- 
tity  of  beans  exported  can  not  be  ascertained.  Owingto  the  rapidity 
of  transportation  it  is  possible  to  ship  beans  to  the  Faris  market  in 
perfect  condition. 

CAKABA. 

[Consul  Ocneral  Jobn  O.  VMter,  Ottawa.] 

According  to  a  published  report  by  C.  A.  Zavitz,  professor  of  field 
husbandry  at  the  Ontario  Agricultural  Collie,  the  production  of 
beans,  in  a  commercial  way,  started  in  Kent  County,  Ontario,  about 
1856.  During  the  last  5  years  86.G  per  cent  of  the  field  beans  pro- 
duced in  Canada  were  grown  in  the  Province  of  Ontario.  For  the 
past  33  years  there  has  oeen  an  annual  average  in  the  Province  of 
Ontario  of  44,427  acres  of  beans  and  of  758,762  bushels,  with  an 
annual  market  value  of  $946,371.  The  average  yield  per  acre  was 
17.1  bushels.  For  the  five  years  fi*om  1909  to  1913  inclusive,  there 
was  an  annual  average  of  56,531  acres  and  964,172  bu^els  of  beans,  or 
17.1  bushels  per  acre. 

The«vera^  annual  value  of  the  bean  crop  of  Ontario  was  $545,087 
for  the  10-year  period  from  1882  to  1891,  $818,381  for  1892-1901, 
and  $1^53,012  for  1902-1911;  in  1912  it  was  $1,706,000,  in  1913 
$1,199,000,  and  in  1914  $1,532,000. 

The  average  price  paid  for  beans  in  Ontario  for  the  past  32  years 
has  been  $1.25  per  bushel;  in  1911,  $1.91;  in  1912,  $2.13;  in  1913, 
$1.79;  and  in  1914,  $2.24.  In  January,  1915,  the  Government  or 
Ontario  paid  approximately  $2.50  per  bu^el  for  several  carloads  of 
beans  for  shipment  to  the  Belgians.  In  March,  1915,  the  commercial 
beans  of  Ontario  were  selling  for  about  $3  per  bushd. 

Results  Obtained  at  Experiment  Farm. 

Ten  varieties  of  field  beans  have  been  under  experiment  at  the 
Ontario  Agricultural  College  in  connection  with  a  4  years'  rotation. 
The  land  received  farmyard  manure  once  every  4  years,  at  the  rate 
of  20  tons  per  acre,  and  no  commercial  fertilizer  was  used  at  any  time. 
The  10  years'  experiment  showed  the  following  average  yield  per 
acre  and  weight  per  measured  bushel: 
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VarMlaB<rf  boats. 

Weight 

per 
bualHL 

Yield 
per 
mm. 

Vtrkat»<atmas. 

Weight 
btubel. 

Yield 
per 
■ere. 

Ponndu, 
63  02 
S4.16 
(M.25 
<l.a& 
03.91 

Bushelt. 
23. 41 
18.75 
IP.  69 

17.42 

Poundt. 
et.31 
&t.22 
60.66 
63.  S3 
e2.32 

17.24 
17.13 
16.96 
16.30 
U.34 

Marrow  Iflt  

White  wonder  

The  common  small  pea  bean  is  the  variety  most  extensively  grown 
in  Ontario. 

flffTiTes  for  the  Whole  Dominion. 

The  Census  and  Statistics  Monthly  for  January,  1915,  gives  the 
following  table  concerning  the  production  of  lieons  in  the  Do- 
minion of  Canada  for  the  five  years,  1910  to  1914: 


Years. 

Area. 

Yield 
per 
acre. 

Total 
yield. 

Weight 

pw 
bikiheL 

Total 
value. 

A  cm. 
46. 149 

52.«!»6 

17.  «9 
19.41 
17.51 
17. 19 
18.20 

825.648 
1,020,  SOO 
9^0,500 
H»,900 
7«7,600 

Poutidt. 
69.81 
6H.30 
69.05 
69.70 
BO.  21 

ti,4i7.nro 

1.979,000 
2,008,000 
1,606,000 
1,844,300 

46.010 
43,S30 

4S,407 

1ft.  04 

874,271) 

69.41 

1,760,660 

The  area  in  Canada  planted  to  beans  in  1915  is  given  as  43^10 
acres.. 

Imports  and  Exports. 

The  imports  and  exports  of  beans  into  and  fiora  Canada  for  the 
three  years  1913, 1014,  and  1915  were  as  follows: 


Coumries. 


Imported  from: 

Gicat  Britain  

I  nlted  States  

Ausiria-Uungary. 

Japan  

Other  countrira... 


Total   777.375 


1S13 


sini.ios 

IRS. 336 
1S3,369 
67.612 
179, 956 


Expcrted  to: 

Great  BrUa'n  

I'nited  StatM... 
OUier  ooun  tries.. 


6. 7118 
9,307 

Total   16,016 


1914 


XK),  IM 
84,619 
96,810 
41, 3.' 2 
67,435 


340,330 


33,341 

8,7!>3 


ins 


76,  m 

Sfl.lIS 
109.807 
61,619 


323,991 


1,030 
87,320 
42.680 


32,134  1  80,030 


SEHXABE. 

tConmil  General  Edward  D.  Wlnstoir,  Copenhagen.] 

No  figures  are  at  hand  as  to  bean  acreage  in  1915  or  any  previous 
year.  The  beans  gi-own  at  present  in  Denmark  tliat  are  used  wholly 
or  in  part  for  human  consumption  comprise  the  following  varieties: 
Common  tick  or  field  bean,  kidney  bean,  tore  benn,  valentine  bean, 
Carolina  bean,  Lima  bean,  and  wax  bean.  The  bean  crop  in  Denmark 
is  now  merely  a  garden  crop  and  the  Government  mak^  no  estimate 
of  the  present  condition  of  the  crop  or  the  prospective  yield. 

The  yield  to  be  obtained  from  root  crops  and  the  ease  of  raising 
them  as  compared  with  a  bean  crop  have  probably  brought  about  the 
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neglect  of  bean  growing.  The  introduction  of  the  sova  bean  from 
abroad  also  has  inilitated  against  any  effort  being  made  to  cultivate 
the  home-grown  bean,  and,  moreover,  the  large  importation  of  Ameri- 
can com  has  made  bean  crops  unprofitable.  The  land  given  entirely 
to  bean  growing  is  restricted.  The  potato,  beet,  and,  other  fallow 
crops  are  more  {iroductive  and  certain. 

The  consumption  of  beans  is  nominal.  Ko  statistics  are  published 
on  this  point  or  relating  to  the  trade  in  edible  beans. 

EOTPT. 

[Consul  Arthur  GnrrriB,  Alexandria.] 

The  edible  bean  grown  in  Egypt  for  commercial  purposes  is  the 
Vecia  faha  (leguminosae)  and^may  be  divided  broadly  into  two 
classes  which  are  known  to  the  natives  by  the  Arabic  names,  beladi 
and  roumi.  The  beladi  is  a  field  product  and  is  known  also  as  the 
horsCf  or  thick  bean.  The  roumi,  or  broad  bean,  is  a  garden  variety 
raised  exclusively  for  human  food.  Tlie  white  beladi  is  generally 
so  used,  while  the  red  beladi  is  an  animal  food.  Subvarieties  appear 
not  to  exist.  The  value  of  the  Egyptian  bean  varies  according  to 
the  place  of  origin.  The  soil  and  climate  of  Upper  Egypt  are  best 
adapted  to  the  cultivation  of  beans  and  produce  a  better  product 
than  those  grown  in  Lower  Egypt. 

Beans  are  a  winter  crop  in  Egypt;  tlie  broad  bean  is  sown  in  Sep- 
tember, the  beladi  toward  the  end  of  October.  The  crop  ripens  m 
about  five  montlis.  Harvesting  of  the  Upper  Egypt  crop  begins  about 
March.  The  crop  varies  considerably  and  is  chiefly  affected  by  the 
hot  winds  in  early  spring.  About  33  bushels  per  acre  is  a  fair 
average  yield.  It  is  estimated  that  for  the  1915-16  crop  toward 
500,0W)  acres  will  be  under  cultivation,  of  which  amount  425.000  will 
be  in  Upper  Egypt  and  75,000  in  Lower  Eg^pt. 

Egypt  consumes  almost  its  entire  production  of  beans,  less  than 
3  per  cent  of  the  product  being  exported.  There  is  also  a  small  im- 
portation of  beans  into  Egypt,  principally  from  Tui'ke^. 

To-day's  export  price  for  a  fair  commercial  quali^  of  Upper 
Egypt  beans  is  $0.97  per  bushel. 

i^Tptian  Exports  and  Imports  of  Beans. 


The  following  table  gives  the  imports  and  exports  of  beans  to  and 
from  Egypt  by  values,  quantities,  and  countries  for  1914: 


Countries. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

CoODtrln. 

Qaantttj. 

Valiw. 

Exports: 

Brili-ili  Indln  

BysheU. 

713 
600 

3,M4 
lf» 
1,021 
6,609 
670 
2,243 
15,711 

31,283 

IfiM 

559 

3,1.^8 
225 
9i« 

7,335 
609 

2,345 
30,2H9 

36.732 

Imports; 

British  Heditwraneanpos- 

Pound*. 
179,031 
678, 170 

3,849,  IM 

14,3a 

g,87S 
69,470 

BritHh  Uodllerroneini  pos- 
Unlted  States  

Turkey  

4,7I»^3S6 

83. 6M 

TKAHCS. 

tTlce  Consul  De  Witt  C  Poole.  Jr.,  Paris.] 

The  production  of  edible  beans  in  France  in  1914,  in  metric  tons 
of  2^04.6  pounds  each,  amounted  to  138,957  tons  of  drwd  beans, 
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the  yield  of  322,414  acres,  and  78,070  tons  of  fresh  beans,  grown  on 
66^8  acres.  At  the  time  the  present  report  was  prepared  the  French 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  could  not  funiish  data  relative  to  the  1915 
acreage,  but  it  was  stated  that  the  present  crop  was  expected  to  be  a 
good  one. 

The  foregoing  figures  relate  only  to  cultivation  on  a  large  scale. 
Nearly  every  Frenchman  having  a  country  garden  also  raises  edible 
beans  and  dries  them  for  winter  use. 

The  latest  inquiry  into  agricultural  conditions  in  France  was  pub- 
lished in  1906.  The  data  relate  to  1903  and  would  be  still  service- 
able, but  unfortunately,  in  the  case  of  beans,  they  are  stated  sepa- 
rately for  each  Depai-tment.  As  the  reporters  for  many  Departments 
merely  returned  a  general  statement,  such  as  beans  are  raised  to  a 
certain  extent,  but  chiefly  for  local  consumption,"  it  is  impossible  to 
arrive  at  totals  for  France  entire.  In  most  cases  the  edible  b^n  is 
described  as  haricot,"  that  is,  "bean,"  no  particular  species  being 
mentioned. 

Several  Departments  report  a  large  production  of  green  beans,  as 
well  as  haricots  (dry) ;  othei*s  report  white  Swiss  beans,  white  dwarf 
beans,  Spanish  beans,  broad  beans,  and  bonna;,  or  round  beans. 
Among  the  varieties  of  dry  beans  listed  are  round,  gros  riz,  ros^s, 
Alger,  iingots,  marbres,  and  fla^olets  chevriers. 

The  import  and  expoii;  statistic^  of  the  French  customs  authorities 
do  not  separately  clasnfy  beans,  but  include  them  with  other  vege- 
tables. It  is  impossible,  therefore,  to  show  the  quantities  exported 
and  imported. 

6B£AT  BKITAIK. 
tConanl  General  Robert  I>.  Skinner,  London.] 

The  agricultural  returns  collected  by  the  Boards  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  of  England  and  Wales,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  do  not 

distin^iish  between  the  different  varieties  of  beiins  cultivated,  so  that 
there  IS  no  way  of  determining  the  amount  grown  for  human  con- 
sumption. Dealers  state  that  the  amount  is  small,  and  imported  bcana 
are  largely  depended  upon.  As  all  fresh  beans  are  classed  by  the 
customs  authorities  with  unennmerated  fresh  vegetables,  the  amount 
of  fresh  beans  imported  can  not  be  stated. 

Imports  and  Exports  of  Dried  Beans. 

Imports  of  diied  beans  in  1913  and  1914,  in  hundredweights,  were 
as  follows: 


CountriM. 

1913 

1914 

Coontrfes. 

1913 

1914 

Bwns  ot'-er  fian  hadwrta: 
firitl^hpossesslons ... 

Cut. 
64.001 
(17,0.3.1 

m 

10,180 
6,fi80 
S,6T0 

U.ftV) 
3,220 

8,8-0 
!9,7.W 
12,580 

2ra 
i;» 
»,>»] 

1,H0 

rno 

1,254,6^ 
S4,7e8 

Haricots: 

l^rhKh  possessions .. . 

Ctet. 
70,060 

i,m 

S1,NI0 
4,C80 
21,  42 

32, ^01 
71,820 

5,270 
34,380 

8,.S80 

23,  ar* 

0,500 

C-C. 

182, ns5 

1,680 
35,340 
845 
11,450 
34,004 
78,830 

7,830 
10,110 

4,.'i60 
10,010 

8,2D0 
»,186 

Gonna ny  

Itolv  

Anstrti  

Ecypt  

iL-iy.,  

31,733 

All  other  countries.... 
Total  

l,S¥i,m 

1,441,550 

All  other  countries.... 

TotfU  

Total  nine  

313,063 

n.ui.aei 

412,700 
$1,830, 939 
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Exports  of  dried  beans,  the  produce  of  the  United  Kingdom,  in 

1913  and  1914  were  as  follows: 


Coontrks. 

1913 

1914 

CountriM. 

1913 

1914 

Owl 

737 
552 

SH,  leo 

7S,4U 

Cut. 

997 
901 
155,548 
19,766 

CM. 
3,800 

CwU 
1,43ft 

Total  

3S7,664 
SS73,164 

1711,  OB 
<SS4,733 

Reexports  of  dried  beans  were  as  follows: 

CoantrlN. 

1913 

191« 

Cotmtrte. 

1913 

1914 

B«na  other  tlmii  h«t  -oU: 
British  possaeslons.... 
Owmsny  

OwU 
6,  MS 

i.m 

8,596 
819 
31,873 
11,134 

4») 

s,sdi 

OM. 
6,600 
459 
84,S9B 

Hmricots; 

Brliisb  poMMStons.... 

Cm. 
38,06!) 
1,606 
837 

«,5;3 

30,473 

Tin 

Owl. 
90. 899 
731 
8,949 
S3,7<i 
4,401 
8.969 

NetlMrlaods  

43,464 

Cuba  

AU  otlwr  oomitrln.... 
Total  

All  other  ootmtries.... 

Total  

Toul  Tklue  

43,638 

«1^57> 

ir,aH 

71,153 

176,787 

S335,gas 

1 

It  13  evident  from  tiiese  statistics  Uiat  large  amounts  of  imported 
dried  beans  are  consumed. 

Itodnotlon  of  TleK  Beaii9 — Forecast  of  1S10  Crop. 

The  production  of  field  beans  in  England  and  Wales  in  1914  was 

1,083,702  quarters  (1  quarter=8.252  bushels)  from  an  area  of  284^71 
acres,  the  difference  in  acreage,  9,&45  acres,  representing  the  area  on 
which  beans  of  various  sorts,  such  as  broad,  scarlet  runners,  etc.,  were 
picked  while  green  for  consumption  in  a  fresh  state.  The  amount 
produced  in  this  way  is  not  known. 

The  acreage  planted  to  field  beans,  the  total  production,  and  Uie 
yield  per  aci'e  in  1913  and  1914  were  as  follows: 


CoimtriM. 

Area 
pUoted. 

TMd. 

YIeM  pw 
•cn.) 

1913. 

Acrn. 
368.394 
6,968 
1,364 

994,016 
6.133 

i,a» 

7.M8,2W 
330.058 
63.606 

8,943.709 
343  909 
S5,5SG 

BntMM. 
38.09 
37.37 
«&78 

».A 
18.5 
419 

1914. 

1  Exdading  green -crop  acreago. 

The  greater  part  of  the  crops  above  enumerated  are  small  field 
or  horse  beans,  large  quantities  of  which  arc  manufactured  into  horse 
forage.  - 

The  present  state  of  the  crop  in  England  and  Wales  is  supposed  to 
be  about  normal,  but  in  Scotland  its  appearance  in  September  would 
indicate  that  the  production  will  be  somewhat  under  the  average. 
It  is  estimated  that  the  crop  in  Ireland  will  be  about  up  to  the 
average. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMEBCB  EEP0HT8. 


699 


SUNeART. 

[Connil  Ocnenl  William  CofDn,  Badapeet,  Dec  28.] 

No  statistics  indicating  the  acreage  of  beans  for  1915  are  available, 
jior  have  the  1914  figures  been  made  public.  However,  dealers  in 
beans  in  Budapest  report  that  the  1915  crop  can  be  considered  aver- 
age. Traders  estimate  that  there  will  be  121,250  short  tons  of  beans 
on  the  marltet,  part  of  which  may  be  available  for  export  to  Austria 
and  Germany.  It  must  be  noted  that  this  estimate  does  not  include 
the  beans  retained  for  use  on  the  farm  and  in  the  coimtry  districts 
and  therefore  does  not  represent  the  yield  for  1915,  whicli  probably 
approximates  the  yield  of  1913. 

For  purposes  of  comparison  the  statistics  of  the  1913  bean  crop  are 
given:  In  the  entire  Kingdom  of  Hungary,  including  Croatia  and 
ttlavonia,  the  area  where  beans  alone  were  cultivated  was  51,426  acres, 
which  yielded  21,876  short  tons,  valued  at  $818,864.  In  addition 
there  were  1,881,033  acres  of  land  where  beans  were  raised  together 
with  other  crops,  yielding  288,762  short  tons,  valued  at  $12,361,257, 
making  a  total  production  of  310,638  short  tons,  valued  at  $13,180,121. 

ITAIT. 

[Consul  Ocnerol  Darid  F.  Wilbnr.  Oenon,  t>ec.  18.] 

In  regard  to  the  production"  of  edible  beans  in  Italy  in  1915, 
according  to  information  secured  through  the  International  Insti- 
tute at  Rome  the  area  sown  amounted  to  1,336,318  acres  and  the 
production  amounted  to  17.237,532  bushels.  Statistics  as  to  the  pro- 
duction of  haricots  (dried  beans),  peas,  lupins,  chick-peas,  vetcnes, 
and  tares  in  1915  are  not  yet  obtainable.  Tn  1914,  there  were  1,318,821 
acres  of  beans,  giving  a  production  of  11.633.426  bushels.  The  area 
in  haricots,  peas,  chick-peas,  etc.,  was  1,386,034  acres,  with  a  produc- 
tion of  5,178,892  bushels  of  haricots  and  3,597,967  bushels  of  other 
products. 

rConenl  Jay  Wbtle,  Nuples.1 

The  processes  of  planting,  cultivating,  and  harvesting  beans  in 
Italy  are  quite  the  same  as  tnose  that  exist  in  the  United  btates,  with 
the  ex(%ption  that  wheeled  hand  tools  and  horse  machines  are  little 
used.  Two  crops  are  gathered  during  the  year,  the  harvests  being 
in  July  and  Octol>er. 

The  principal  markets  of  this  consular  district  are  the  Provinces 
of  Basilicata,  Caserta,  and  Salerno.  The  July  crop  for  the  current 
year  (1915)  was  very  good  for  quality  and  quantity.  The  price  has 
been  about  $3.30  per  100  pounds. 

Italy^s  chief  advantages  in  the  production  of  the  bean  seems  to  lie 
in  (1)  the  climate  and  (2)  the  cheapness  of  labor,  men  working  for 
about  60  cents  per  day. 

statistics  of  Bean  Production  and  ExpoTtation. 

In  the  statistics  issued  by  tlie  chambers  of  commerce  in  southern 
Italy  and  also  by  the  Government  the  figures  relative  to  the  white 
pea  Dean  are  not  segregated  from  those  ot  other  betms.  Beans,  peus, 
mushrooms,  and  asparagus  are  classed  together,  so  that  it  is  impos- 
sible to  obtain  from  the  (lovernment  figures  any  correct  idea  of  the 
exportation  of  any  one  of  these  articles. 

The  invoices  oif  the  Naples  consulate  show  tliat  the  value  of  the 
exports  of  beans  to  the  United  States  in  1912  was  $204,841;  m  1913, 
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$265,029;  in  1914,  $173,542.  In  quantity,  the  exportation  of  peas, 
beans,  and  asparagus  from  Italy  was  as  follows:  In  1912,  2,622  tons 
preserved,  3,630  tons  fresh ;  in  1913,  3,015  tons  preserved,  6,736  freeh; 
m  1914,  810  tons  preserved,  2,682  tons  fresh. 

Of  the  shipments  from  southern  Italy  in  1914,  the  exportation  of 
fresh  beans  to  the  United  States  was  1,061  tons;  of  preserved  veg- 
etables, mider  which  term  beans  also  figure,  the  ezportati<m  to  the 
United  States  for  1914  was  810  tons.  The  decrease  was  not  due  to 
the  tariff,  which  in  the  case  of  this  product  was  lowered  by  the 
United  States  from  45  cents  to  25  cents  per  bushel ;  nor  was  it  due  to^ 
an  embai-go,  as  beans  were  among  the  few  products  exempted  from 
this  prohibition. 

[Conaal  Oeneral  Qeorgo  H.  Sddmore,  Tokohams.] 

The  latest  statistics  of  the  area  and  product  of  the  bean  crop  of 
Japan  that  have  been  publi^ed  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
and  Commerce  of  that  country  relate  to  the  period  1909  to  1913  and 
are  as  follows: 


Ynn. 

Am. 

ftodnotluQ. 

Tian, 

Am. 

ProdncllaB. 

Acrea. 
1,679,920 
l,W4,4a6 
1,727, 4W 
1,606,  »7 

fiwheU. 
36,577,056 
25,347,»7S 
36.967,541 

■ 

i,m,ta7 

BuAOt.  - 
33,M«,371 

1.7H,4SS 

Principal  Varieties  Grown. 

The  following  statistics  taken  from  the  same  source  as  the  fore- 
going present  similar  details  concerning  the  principal  varieties  of 
beans  grown  in  Japan : 


Varieties  or  tMuu. 

1911 

1913 

1913 

Area. 

Prod  act. 

Area. 

Product. 

Area. 

Prodnot 

Aiukl,  small  bmn  (.Phatedlut 
Bora  mamc,  broad  bean<  Vfcia 

Acta. 
1,198,919 

245, 6S3 
75,803 

107,036 

18,318,236 

4,740,383 
1,515,453 

3, 413,  no 

ACTBI. 

1,166.401 
831,920 

106,631 

BwluU. 
17,416,861 

4,697,839 
1,8M,601 

3, 488,  OH 

ACTtl, 

1,104,446 

345,443 

106, 13B 

107,813 

Buiktit, 
14,865,751 

2, 976, 388 
1,875,638 

at,  438,001 

Exports  and  Imports. 

According  to  the  customs  returns,  the  Japanese  trade  in  the  princi- 
pal varieties  of  beans  and  peas,  in  1914,  was  as  follows: 


VarlBtles. 

Founds. 

Valiia. 

VarleUea. 

Founds. 

VataML 

Exports: 

972,016 

3,033,953 
14,172,345 
32,987,327 

3,603.813 

823,333 

85.  MO 
414.75? 
723. G06 

66,670 

Imports: 

132,826,217 

68,717,687 
18,041,006 

Lfloum 

»,  314,300 

16,070,787 

078,400 
39,103 
•31,010 

SM,<N 

Small  rod  and  wbUe 

Sm^l  red  aod  irtille 

Kidney  beans  

I'eas  (Puum  aifimni)-.. 
All  other  beans  and 

Broad  beai»(  naafOa). 

All  other  beans  and 
P««»  
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Of  the  soya-bean  exports  in  1014,  more  than  one-half  went  to 
the  United  States,  British  America,  and  Hawaii;  the  imports  nearly 
all  came  from  China.  Of  the  small  red  and  white  beans  {Phaseolus 
tubtrUobata)^  more  than  one-half  of  the  exports  went  to  the  United 
States,  British  America,  and  Hawaii :  the  impoits,  as  in  the  preceding 
case,  came  mainly  from  China.  About  three-fourths  of  the  exports 
of  kidney  beans  went  to  the  United  States.  All  of  the  broad  beans 
tVicia  faba)  imported  came  from  China.  Of  the  exports  of  peas 
{Piwm.  sativum)  y  nearly  all  went  to  Great  Britain,  and  about  one- 
httlf  of  all  other  beans  and  peas  exported  went  to  the  United  States. 

KAKCHTntlA. 

tCoQiral  Adolpb  A.  Williamson.  Dalrco.] 

While  many  kinds  of  beans  are  grown  in  Manchuria,  in  both 
the  northern  and  southern  portions,  probably  not  more  than  half  a 
d<^n  would  be  considered  edible  by  foreigners,  and  of  this  number 
cmly  four  rarieties  are  well  known  in  America.  These  are  ( 1 )  the 
horticultural,  cranberry,  or  Hokkaido  bean,  originally  from  the  island 
of  Hokkaido,  or  Hokushu,  Japan;  (2)  the  Kava  bean,  well  known 
on  the  Atlantic  coast  as  an  Italian  imported  lean ;  (3)  marrow  beans; 
and  (4)  castor  beans.  The  so-called  navy  bean,  used  for  Boston 
baked  beans,  is  also  grown,  though  less  now  than  fonnerly.  Lima 
beans  were  grown,  too,  at  one  time,  but  now  appear  only  occasionally. 

No  crop  ^tistics  are  prepared  oy  the  Chinese,  and  even  the  acre- 
age of  the  soya-bean  plantings  is  never  well  known.  The  nonedible, 
oil-producing  soya  bean  is  planted  on  a  large  scale,  whereas  edible 
beans  are  planted  by  the  Chmesc  farmers  for  tlieir  own  use  only,  as  a 
rule,  although  an  occasional  car  load  of  one  or  another  variety  will 
appear  at  the  collecting  centers.  It  is  impossible  to  give  any  estimate 
or  past,  present,  or  future  plantings  of  edible  beans. 

JMfflonlties  In  CUnese  Bean  Cnltivatloa  and  Trade. 

A  number  of  difficulties  must  be  overcome  before  business  can  be 
done  on  a  fairly  large  scale.  The  farmer  must  be  sltown  that  it  will 
profit  him  to  grow  beans  in  preference  to  other  crops.  This  would 
mean  spending  three  or  four  years  in  educating  the  farmer  to  under- 
stand what  was  wanted. 

The  edible  beans  sold  here  are  never  graded.  About  one-half 
would  be  rejected  in  grading.  Samples  contain  spoiled  beans,  dis- 
colored beans,  foreign  matter  in  small  quantity,  and  are  smaller 
than  those  sold  in  America. 

Beans  are  sold  here  by  the  Japanese  picul  of  132.277  pounds.  The 
American  importer  wants  them  in  100-pound  bags.  The  bjigs 
would  probably  have  to  be  sent  here  specially  for  this  crop,  as  such 
bags  would  be  useless  for  anything  else  and  can  not  be  bouglit  here, 
though  doubtless  they  could  be  made,  if  found  advisable. 

The  exporter  would  have  to  specialize  in  bcnns.  if  the  grading 
were  to  be  done  here,  and  he  would  have  to  know  the  home  markets. 
A  large  6rm  here  could  hardly  do  this,  at  least  until  after  the  busi- 
ness was  established  and  the  farmer,  perhaps,  educated  to  do  his 
own  grading. 

Vavorable  GUmatlo  Condltloai — Sporadic  Trade — ^Knngo  Bean. 

The  climatic  and  other  conditions  of  northern  and  southern  Man- 
shuria  are  well  suited  to  bean  culture^  as  is  shown  by  their  general 
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production  eTer3rwhere  and  by  th«  sdya-bean  cropB.  It  is  poarable 
that  the  soya  bean,  which  has  not  yet  been  shown  to  be  a  profitable 

crop  and  business  to  all  concerned,  will  in  a  few  years  be  replaced 
by  other  kinds  of  beans,  and  edible  beans  for  foreiga.  markets  may 
be  m^wn  if  there  is  sufficient  demand  for  them. 

At  present  local  firms  can  not  well  accept  orders  for  edible  beans, 
as  their  appearance  on  the  market  is  sporadic  and  in  quantities  whidi 
can  not  be  calculated  beforehand.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  a  spe- 
cialist who  knew  how  could  ^t  togrther  enough  beans  to  £^rt  a 
small  business  therein,  and  prices  are  not  prohibitive,  but  l«iTe  a 
small  mar^n  of  profit.  Grading  and  sacking  to  suit  the  mar^  are 
the  immediate  obstacles^  once  the  beans  are  gathered. 

Beans  do  not  figure  in  statistics  of  trade,  and  information  about 
them  is  hard  to  obtain.  The  Japanese  do  not  seem  to  know  anything 
about  tliem. 

The  only  edible  beans  about  which  the  Japanese  seem  to  have  in- 
formation  are  what  they  call  "mungo  beans,"  several  varieties  of 
which  (red,  white,  red  and  white)  are  sold  locally.  In  1914,  22,657 
short  tons  of  mungo  beans  were  exported  and  6,550  tons  of  "  greaa 
peas,"  really  a  small  green  bean  used  by  the  Chinese  for  iwlriiig  ver- 
micelli, sprouts,  confectionery,  and  bird  food. 

The  mungo  bean  is  used  by  the  Japanese  as  food.  It  is  roasted  and 
takes  the  place  that  popcorn  holds  amtmg  Americans.  It  is  also  used 
,in  making  curd  and  for  confectifmery—ihe  sweet  bean  paste  which 
few  foreigners  like — and  is  used  in  otoer  ways. 

XxpoTt  Statistics — Samples  of  Beam. 

The  customs  figures  and  most  of  the  statistics  about  beans  do  not 
differentiate  one  bean  from  another  except  by  color.  Thus  **red 
beans"  maycover  two,  three,  or  four  varieties.  The  following  table 
from  the  Wharf  Office  of  the  South  Manchuria  Railway,  showing 
the  export  of  mimgo  beans  and  of  "green  peas"  from  Dairen  in 
1910-1914,  comprises  the  only  statistics  on  this  subject  available 
(quantities  in  tons  of  2,000  pounds)  : 


DflsttnttlonsADd  vatktlm. 

UIO 

ini 

UU 

UU 

uu 

To  Jwwn  (•xolmln  of  Chosen): 

HunjtD  bmofl  

GrMt)  "mas"  

Toai'isan(Kur»}! 

TmB. 

ia,6;i 

t,b:« 

Tont. 
8,247 

S 

Tou. 
17,827 

V 

Tout. 

20,  in 

IB 

m 

M 

M 

other  countries: 

l.SU 

BBS 

1,149 

i.m 

a,38r 

2X,0ST 

CAsa 

2,1U 
U.U2 

Total. 

18,330 

9,ttl 

Samples  of  the  beans  mentioned  in  the  following  report  from 
northern  Manchuria,  which  were  sent  to  Dairen  by  the  consul  at 
Harbin,  are  of  four  kinds,  (1)  red  beans,  (2)  jnarble  beans,  (3)  mixed 
beans,  and  (4)  green  beans.  The  first  three  named  are  varieties  of 
the  "  mungo "  beans  mentioned  above,  being  known  at  Dairen  as 
"  azuki "  or,  in  English  (taking  them  in  the  same  order  as  given  just 
above),  (1)  red  mungo  beans,  (2)  red-and-white  mungo  beans,  (3J 
white  mungo  beans  (not  to  be  considered  white  beans),  and  (4) 
*  green  peas." 
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[Conanl  CbarlM  K.  Uoser,  flnrbln.  Cblna.] 
Tarietles  of  Beans  in  IFortli  ICanoliiirlft — Exports  and  Prioet. 

Two  different  classes  of  edible  beans  are  cultivated  in  northern 
Manchuria,  viz,  Siao-ton  and  Leu-ton.  The  Siao-tou,  which  means 
small  beans,  are  divided  into  the  following  three  kinds:  Red  beans, 
which  are  considered  to  be  the  best  in  quality;  white  beans;  and 
mixed  beans,  which  may  have  red,  black,  wTiite,  marble,  and  other 
colors  mixed  together.  All  these  beans  are  used  for  food.  The  sec- 
ond class  of  beans,  the  Leu-tou,  which  means  green  beans,  are  used 
principally  in  the  manufacture  of  vermicelli  and  starch. 

In  northern  Manchuria  edible  beans  are  not  grown  in  such  quan- 
tities as  the  soya  bean,  on  account  of  the  small  demand  for  export 
purposes,  but  large  quantities  are  grown  for  native  use,  and  the  ma- 
jority of  Chinese  farmers  plant  them  as  a  I'e^ular  crop.  It  is  not 
possible  to  secure  figures  of  the  extent  to  .which  they  are  actually 
cultivated. 

The  total  export  of  edible  beans  from  northern  Manchuria  aver- 
ages about  450  cars,  or  7,500  tons,  per  year.  The  Siao-tou  beans  are 
exported  principally  to  Japan  and  the  Leu-tou  to  the  interior  cities 
of  China. 

The  beans  come  down  to  Harbin  by  river  steamers.  Beans  for 
export  at  present  are  shipped  in  bags  of  an  averace  weight  of  180 
pounds  each.  The  principal  firms  which  handle  the  business  have 
their  headquarters  nt  Harbin. 

The  price  of  edible  beans  fluctuates  greatly.  Red  beans  are  quoted 
at  1.1  to  1.5  cents  per  pound ;  white  beans.  1  to  1.4  cents;  mixed  beans, 
0.8  to  1.3  cents;  and  green  beans,  0.7  to  1.3  cents. 

[Coiuu]  Jobn  K.  Davlft  Antoag,  CUna.] 

Antnnr  Export  Statltties. 

It  is  impossible  to  secure  estimates  of  the  acreage  of  beans  in  this 
district  that  sufficiently  approximate  accuracy  to  be  worth  recording. 
The  only  available  figures  from  which  estimates  can  be  made  are  the 
customs  statistics  of  uie  total  exports  of  beans  of  all  kinds  from  this 
port,  which  of  course  include  soya  as  well  as  purely  edilile  beans. 
Moreover,  the  item  "direct  exports  to  foreign  countries,"  while  it 
shows  the  exports  of  the  different  kinds  of  beans,  is  of  little  value  in 
^imating  the  amount  of  local  production,  since  it  does  not  include 
the  beans  shipped  to  Chinese  ports  or  indirectly  to  foreign  countries. 
The  following  table  shows  the  amounts  of  the  direct  exports  to  for- 
eign countries  for  the  last  three  years: 


VBrWiMofb«ui& 

1B12 

lfil3 

1914 

Pmindt. 

PoundM. 

Poiindt, 
3,331 

m 

3,344,633 
284,400 

4,176,000 
2,133 

4,647,200 

}^aa  the  Principal  Destination — Crops. 

.  The  foregoing  table  shows  that  besides  the  yellow,  or  soya,  beans, 
the  red  bean  is  the  only  one  exported  to  any  noteworthy  extent,  and 
that  the  total  amount  of  beans  other  than  soya  exported  Sir&ct  to 
foreign  countries  during  1914  was  1,816  tons.  ^  i 
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While  there  are  no  figures  showing  exactly  the  destination  of  the 
beans  exported  from  Antung  it  is  commonly  known  that  the  larger 
part  of  the  edible  as  well  as  the  soya  beans  exported  is  sent  to  Japan 
and  Korea  (Chosen). 

As  far  as  can  be  ascertained  the  farmers  in  this  district  plant  the 
edible  beans  listed  in  the  foregoing  table  regularly  and  the  supply 
available  for  for«ign  sale  is  therefore  fairly  constant.  Edible  beans 
are  apparently  not  graded  by  producers.  They  are  packed  in  straw 
bags  containing  on  the  average  180  catties,  or  173  pounds.  The  city 
of  Antung  is  the  center  of  the  bean  trade  in  this  district. 

The  bean  crop  of  1915  has  been  aflFected  by  the  rains.  The  districts 
situated  on  the  upper  waters  of  the  Yalu  have  been  the  most  fortu- 
nate and  will  probably  produce  normal  crops ;  those  districts  on  the 
lower  Yalu  which  were  badly  flooded  in  July  will  only  yield  30  to  60 
per  cent  crops. 

WETHERlAireg. 

[Conml  Oeneral  Boren  Llatos,  Rotterdam.] 

According  to  information  received  from  tiie  Ketherlands  Depart- 
ment  of  Agriculture  the  only  edible  beans  cultivated  in  the  Nether- 
lands are  tne  white  and  brown  beans  (Stamboonen).  They  are  ac- 
tually the  same  bean,  the  color  being  the  only  difference. 

As  regards  the  "  horticultural  ^  edible  beans,  such  as  French  beans, 
string  beans,  etc.,  which  are  also  raised  in  considerable  quantities  in 
the  Netherlands,  the  Department  of  A^culture  baa  no  data,  and 
consequently  no  information  on  this  subject  can  be  obtained. 

The  cultivated  area  of  brown  and  white  beans  for  the  yoar  1915 
amounted  to  about  19,000  acres.  At  the  time  this  report  was  pre- 
pared (Sept.  10,  1915)  the  condition  of  the  crop  in  t^e  provinces  of 
Zeeland,  North  Brabant,  and  South  Holland  was  good;  in  Utrecht 
and  North  Holland,  fair;  in  Overyssel,  fair,  but  on  the  lighter 
grounds  in  that  province  it  was  considerably  damaged  by  frost.  On 
the  island  of  Walcheren  in  the  province  of  Zeeland,  where  white 
beans  are  cultivated  in  large  quantities,  the  prospect  was  poor. 

No  estimates  as  to  the  prospective  production  of  the  bean  crop  can 
be  given,  as  they  do  not  exist. 

As  the  stock  of  beans  on  hand  is  hardly  sufficient  for  local  con- 
sumption, the  Government  has  prohibited  .tiie  exportation  of  all 
edible  beans. 

[American  Minister,  Cturlei  J.  To^cka,  BacarevL] 

As  regards  the  production  of  edible  beans  in  Eoumania,  the  area 
planted  in  separate  fields  in  1914  was  160,282  acres,  with  a  production 
of  13,2  busliels  per  acre,  giving  a  total  yield  of  approximately  59,000 
tons.  The  area  sown  to  edible  beans  in  cornfields  was  about  1,500,000 
acres,  but  without  exact  returns  of  the  crop  yield. 

In  1915,  the  estimated  area  in  separate  fields  was  185,328  acres  at 
13.2  bushels  per  acre,  making  a  total  yield  of  69,000  tons.  The  acre- 
age of  bean  cultivation  among  cornfields  was  about  1,378,843  acres. 
The  year's  crop  of  edible  beans  is  estimated  at  about  150,000  tons. 

The  quality  of  the  beans  is  said  to  be  inferior,  owing  to  the  pro- 
'onged  drought  during  the  previous  and  present  months,  and  the 

ove  quantities  in  regard  to  1915  crop  are  subject  to  alteration. 
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In  the  new  Roumanian  territory  of  Dobrudja,  the  cultivated  acre- 
age in  separate  fields  has  been  estimated  at  24,000  hectares,  with  a 
production  of  about  21,000  tons. 

The  consumption  of  beans  by  the  people  of  Roumania  is  compara- 
tively small  and  seldom  exceeds  3,000  tons  per  year. 

Roumanian  beans  are  exported  principally  to  France,  Belgium, 
Italy,  Grermany,  Turkey,  and  Aurtna- Hungary. 

There  are  no  statistics  kept  as  to  the  acreage  of  the  various  varieties 
of  edible  beans,  but,  as  a  rule,  all  the  fields  are  planted  with  white 
beans,  and  the  varieties  are  known  as  Danubian,  Moldavian,  large 
beans,  long  beans,  {>earl  beans,  and  narrow  beans.  Tbe  majority  of 
shipments  are  of  mixed  nature,  and  it  is  seldom  that  shipments  aro 
special  in  quality,  absolutely  clean,  and  of  a  single  variety. 

SWEDEN. 

tCoBsnl  Q«neral  BniNt  L.  Hairli^  Btoekbolm.] 

The  production  of  beans  in  Sweden  in  1914  amoimted  to  2,033 
tons,  the  product  of  6^32  acres,  as  compared  with  4,452  tons  from 
4,451  acres  in  1913  and  4,787  tons  from  4,451  acres  in  1912. 

A  medium  harvest  in  beans,  or  about  4,000  tons,  was  expected  for 
1915.  In  this  amount  is  included  all  beans  used  for  both  human  and 
animal  consumption.  No  separate  statistics  are  kept,  so  it  is  impos- 
sible to  ascertam  the  exact  amount  used  for  human  consumption.  It 
is  also  impossible  to  ascertain  the  cost  of  acreage. 

The  importation  of  beans  and  peas  for  human  consumption  during 
the  period  January-May,  1915,  amounted  to  1,275,326  kilos.  During 
the  same  period  in  1914  the  quantity  imported  amounted  to  2,745,445 
kilos.  These  figures  prove  without  douot  that  with  the  importation 
reduced  by  half  and  with  only  an  average  native  crop,  the  consump- 
tion of  beans  in  Sweden  at  present  is  much  less  than  m  former  years. 


THE  BBinSH  Iin)TTSTBI£S  FAIfi. 

At  the  request  of  the  exhibitors  at  the  fir?t  British  Industries  Fair, 
held  in  London  last  year  (and  described  m  detail  in  Commerce 
Reports  for  June  4,  1915),  the  British  Government  Board  of  Trade 
consented  to  organize  a  second  fair  early  in  1916,  to  be  limited  to 
toys  and  games,  china  and  earthenware,  glass  and  glassware,  fancy 
ffoode,  and  printing  and  stationery.  The  fair  will  accordingly  be 
held  in  the  Victoria  and  Albert  Museum  from  February  21  to  March  3 
next.    The  board  announces  in  a  recent  issue  of  its  Journal : 

All  space  available  for  the  fair  has  been  allotted,  and  the  erection  of  exhib- 
itors' stands  la  belnff  proceeded  with.  A  notice  of  the  fair  has  been  communl- 
cated  by  cable  to  distant  parta  of  the  world,  and  British  consuls  and  trade  com- 
mlSRlonera  have  been  Bupplied  with  printed  matter  relating  to  the  fair  as  well  as 
Invitation  cards  therefor.  Id  addition,  over  20.000  Invitations  Imve  been  dla- 
patched  directly  to  bona  fide  buyers  and  importers  residing  abroad.  It  la 
exi)eeted  tbot  80,000  to  100,000  Invitations  will  be  dispatched  before  the  opeo- 
\ng  of  the  fair. 

The  shipments  of  potash  from  Brunswick,  Germany,  for  the 
United  States,  according  to  invoices  certified  at  the  American  con- 
sulate at  that  place,  decreased  in  value  from  $4^96,788  for  1914  to 
$717,675  for  1915. 
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PBOQBESS  OF  HISFAITO-AMEBIGAH  EXPOSTTIOV. 

[Consul  Wilbur  T.  Gracey.  Seville,  BpalD,  Jan.  22.] 

Daring  1915  work  on  the  proposed  Hi spano- American  exposition 
proceeded  very  slowly,  owing  to  abnormal  conditions  in  Europe. 
One  building  was  completed,  and  two  others,  all  of  a  permanent 
nature,  were  well  started.  The  committee,  which  has  also  been  given 
charge  of  the  park  system,  did  considerable  work  in  superintending 
the  faying  out  and  improvement  of  the  gardens  surrounding  the 
exposition  edifices.  The  pounds  for  the  new  hotel  have  been 
cleared,  and  plans  are  being  made  for  the  eredJon  of  the  new 
edifice. 

Receipts  for  the  year  were  300,000  pesetas  (1  peseta  at  current  ex- 
change equaling  18.73  cents  U.  S.  currency)  from  the  State,  250,430 
from  the  city,  8,202  from  the  provincial  deputation;  amount  appro- 
printed  for  celebration  of  tlie  centenary  of  the  discovery  of  the 
Pacific  Ocean  reappropriated,  160,000;  sale  of  materials,  20,418; 
special  amount  appropriated  for  the  art  palace,  66,000;  amount 
appropriated  for  canalization  of  the  Tamarguillo.  20,530;  various 
other  receipts,  2,150;  a  total  of  827,730  pesetas,  which,  with  the  bal- 
ance brought  forward  of  15,705  pesetas,  makes  the  aggregate  843,436 
pesetas.  Expenditures  for  the  year  amounted  to  735^39  pesetas, 
and  there  is  a  bahince  in  hand  for  1916  of  108,196  pesetas. 

It  was  intended  that  the  exposition  should  be  held  in  1916,  but 
owing  to  general  conditions  in  Europe  and  in  Spain  the  date  has 
been  indefinitely  postponed,  and  it  does  not  appear  probable  that  the 
exposition  will  take  place  before  the  end  of  the  war. 

[It  was  orlKinoily  proposed  to  hold  this  exposition  In  1914.  upon  the  comple* 
t)on  of  the  Alfonso  XIII  Oannl  (which  sh«>rtens  the  distance  from  Seville  to 
the  Atlantic  Ocean  >,  to  celebrate  the  opening  of  a  new  era  In  the  history  ot 
Rpvllle  as  a  nenpttrt  A  detailed  description  of  the  gmeral  plan  of  the  exposi- 
tion iippeared  In  Daily  Consulnr  and  Trade  Reports  on  Dec.  14,  1911.  and  snp- 
plenientnry  notices  were  published  on  Feb.  4,  1913.  and  July  25,  1914,  Further 
■  Infomiatton  may  he  obtained  by  nddreasinR.  In  the  Spanish  language  El  Gomlte 
EJecutlTo  de  ia  Expostclon  BispuDo-Amerlcaoa,  SevUl^  Spain.] 


HEAHS  OF  CBEATINO  OLTTE  TffAKKET  IN  TAFAH. 

[Vtce  Consal  Harold  C.  nugglaa,  Talhoku,  Taiwan,  Jan.  IR.] 

Japanese  users  of  glue-y principally  makers  of  match  boxes-^pre- 
fer  and  use  almost  exclusively  sheet  glue  which  is  supplied  largely 
from  the  Netherlands-  American  glue  manufacturers,  bv  corre- 
spondence with  the  Association  of  Manufacturers  of  Match  Boxes  in 
the  city  of  Kobe,  and  a  similar  association  in  the  city  of  Osaka,  might 
obtain  information  which  would  ic^re  a  better  idea  of  the  market, 
the  competition  to  be  met,  and  the  possible  profits.  These  associa- 
tions may  be  addressed  as  follows:  Hvogo  Machi  Kohako  Dogyo 
Kumai,  140  Mikawnguchl,  1  chome,  Ivobe;  Nihon  Oi*in  Macchi 
Do^yo  Kumai,  205  Honda,  Nibancho,  Nishi-ku,  Osaka. 

Ihe  former  agent  of  a  large  Dutch  glue-manufacturing  concern 
says  that  it  was  the  custom  of  the  coinpanv  to  pay  about  $1,000  & 
year  and  a  percentiige  on  sales.  It  is  probable  that  some  similar 
method  will  be  necessary  in  creating  a  market  for  American  glue. 
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ntOOUESS  OF  AMEBICAN  SHIFBUnjJIHa. 

Steel  merchant  vessels  building  or  under  contract  to  be  built  in 
private  American  shipyards  on  February  1, 1916,  according  to  ship- 
builders' returns  to  the  Bureau  of  Navigation,  Department  of  Cont- 
merce,  numbered  230  of  901,371  tons. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  and  gross  tonnage  of  vessels 
building  or  under  contract  by  the  companies  named.  The  Govera- 
xnent  vessels  are  mainly  for  the  Navy.  In  the  last  column  ia  given 
Uie  merchant  construction  completed  since  July  1, 1915. 


Hwchant 

canstmcUon. 


Oron 
tons. 


Ho. 


Oovernment 
ooas  true  Hon. 


mont  • 


c«a?tmctloB . 
Mmp<«ted 
ifiK«  Julr  L 
t»15. 


Ora» 
tona. 


iHmv  York  ShlpbafldlnK  Co  

Kewport  V«wa  Ship  bull  ding  &  Vny  Dock  Co. 

Pore  BItw  nilpbasdtiif  Corporatibn  

Wm.  Cramp  A  mmb  9ta^  A  EngliH  Bidg.  Co. 

Dubuquo  Boat  A  BoOer  Works  

Cbsrta  BarBM  Co  

Bath  Iron  Works  

MuTtaDd  aieej  Co  

Barna  &  HolttBgawortta  Corporation  

Union  Iron  Worfc  

StaMD  bland  SfatoindldlBK  Co  

Grwt  Lakei  kngmeering  tVorks  


OrMt  lAkm  Towku  Co. 
BsHlinore  Drj  Uocin  A  Shipbtiildlng  Co. 
HudtoiTDa  Riipbulldtng  A  Dry  Uooii  Co. 

Amoicui  Stitpbulldbie  Co  

Uooro  A  Scott  Iron  M^orks  

GUntoD  aWpbuOdlDK  A  Ropalr  Co  

lobnmn  Broa  

Howard  Ship  Yards  Co  

Saattie Coastnictlon  &  Drj  Deck  Co.*  .... 

LalM  Torpedo  Hwtt  Co  

CsiBomla  ShlpbuMing  Co  

Anurlcan  Bridge  Co  

EUfcott  HacUne  Corpwattm.  

Sped  dan  Shipbulldiog  Co  

HMtmaan-GreiiiuK  Co  

Puser  A  Jonea  Co  

Cb«it«r  SUpbuildfaif  Co.  

Chicago  Shlpbulkilng  Co  

Toledo  SUpWllding  Co  

United  KnrinewlfTg  Works  

BOTsahofl  Manuteturlns  Co  

Qnintard  Iron  Works  

Herrtli-SteTom  Co  

MOwBokee  BrfdxsCo  

Co'wiw  SlilpTard*  

JsmM  Rees  A  Som  Co  — 

Tvnpa  Foundr;  A  Machine  Co  


1W,7M 

iM.sse 
«M,ono 

73,600 
25 
300 
•  l.flOO 
71,300 
63.3^1 
140,058 

43,^ 


Ton*. 
81,495 
63,400 
■31.S93 

i,m 

647 
720 
•,305 


11,  an 


«,631 

as 


24,500 
I.OOO 
63,300 
*  10, 000 
'560 


1,000 


800 


17,490 
0,685 
0,323 
1,631 
4,243 
335 

t,m 

1,180 
223 
600 
M 


4,600 
10,000 


TtOtl   230  a901,371    OS  <>  176, 318  39 


10,388 
7E0 

I') 


1,125 
{') 
•  1,750 
1,«» 


620 


1,684 
»,000 
2,100 
17,900 
3,^ 
178 
000 


30 

(0 

a,ooo 


170 
(O 


91.113 


k  DetalM  statement  not  aTaUabla. 


•  Notnpcrtfld. 


■  Inoomplete. 
Hamhcr  and  Tonnage  Bnilt  Slstiiota. 

The  geographical  distribution  of  tonnage  under  construction  is 
E^own  by  t£e  following  table: 


Kombw. 

Gnm 

tMHL 

Districts 

NumlMr. 

Gran 
tons. 

«S 
43 
21 
M 

291, 9W 
321,400 
173,178 
143,  US 

19 
8 

«B,07t 
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SSSSSa^^:.!!":::-:::::: 

230 
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Ships  over  3,000  tons  under  construction  numbered  1S2.  Of  these, 
16  were  of  3,000  to  4,000  tons;  10,  of  4,000  to  5,000  tons;  47,  of  5,000 
to  7,000  tons;  33,  of  7,000  to  10,000  tons;  and  16,  of  10,000  tons  or 
over. 

Kind*  of  Tenel*  Bnflt 

The  trades  of  vessels  under  constmction  is  indicated  by  the  fol- 
low iog: 


Class. 


Pal^  oOmwIs  

rsnro  1  mseli  

Ttsfmirvr  and  caifo  combbwd . 

Collfrn  

twitoats  

VoIaMtrs  cf  rrian  

Fem'boats  

TovfaiR  \es»Is  

I'HMager  \essela  

Total  

eptcfal  vMsHs! 

Frr  forelTn  cffveramcDts. . . 

Wrro!  ing  tur  

Yachts  


Num- 
ba. 

Oms 
toos. 

04 

'.) 

10 

» 
u 

3 
» 

8 

■  440,90? 
S(M,T41 
49,37s 
47,  IK 
17,290 

i&.ooa 

S,4»4 
« 1,297 
925 

ISA 

165 

4 
1 

( 

(5,5n0 

500 
«SUS 

Clnss. 

Nnm- 
b«r. 

Gross 
toos. 

Special  mwb— Comlnned. 

fOO 
900 
100 

19 

•  S,6U 

13 

«7.U0 

230 

•  901,371 

•  InoDmpMiL 


iNotniNrtMl. 


Comparative  figures  of  Hereliant  and  OoTentment  Steel  Vessels  Bnllt. 

The  foIJo^ine  statement  furnishes  a  comparison  of  the  tonnage  of 
steel  vessels  building  or  under  contract  on  July  1  in  private  American 
shipyards  for  each  of  the  last  16  years: 


Yevs. 


IMOii. 
Ifi0t». 

im.. 
im.. 

1«H.. 

iros.. 

IPWJ.. 
If 07.. 
11  OS.. 

leio.. 
itiii.. 

1912.. 

i»n.. 

liiU.. 


VirrlUDL 


No. 


So. 


■m, 

HI, 
131, 
109, 

175, 
253, 


Seaboard. 


Cross 


TouL 


"Ko. 


so: 

273: 
222 
14i: 
94 

Sfy 

15» 
149, 

11| 
127, 

2f, 
192, 
ino, 
lot, 

2M, 


501 

949  101 

r-W  ,  ft8 

.WS  57 

M'l  7(1 

793  111 

521  134 

775  13 

453  65 

075  99 

r2fi  79 

9no  131 

.iSC  131 

n3i  41 

13S  70 


Oross 
tons. 


Ko. 


277,  rm 
S55,fi45 
347. 480 
255,675 

nw.9ro 

33f.77I 
403,473 
14,775 
IfJt.  W» 
I4.'),7B7 

ton,  3% 
271,313 
2)0,42(1 
143.908 
310,010 


aovcnuaeat. 


nbpUce- 
DienL 


So. 


!  1-1.  "21 

US 

147 

:tn.  115 
ai.-;.  702 
I'n?,  S14 

1-M,'t»3 

1  (191 

ll'l,  149 

Z».t^iZ  257 
142,fllO  99 
190, 7W  14S 


Totd. 


Taos. 


3S1,n09 

flar..7M 

617.376 

58r<.S» 

43i>,423 

49n.<V)3 

Sr>.  .W5 

6i'i. 

1511.  SV, 

33a,  an 
3211,  *y 

211',  SM 

G0i'.2:id 
441.102 
»i.  '78 
OOD,Sr« 


•  Auk.  U. 


iJUIMU. 


Tonnape  Vnder  Constniotloii  in  Forelpt  Countries. 

The  table  following,  from  Llovd's  Register,  shows  the  tonnage  of 
merchant  rebels  under  construction  in  foreign  countries  on  the  dates 
''tated: 
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Country. 

8«pt.  90, 

1010. 

Sept.  90, 

leii. 

'  Sept.  30, 
1912. 

Sept.  JO, 
1913. 

Jnne  36, 
19U. 

K.fOO 
10,133 

M,tl7 
9,414 

6.H6 

15,6-*6 
125.160 
373.  IM 
4W 

74.3GA 

22,038 
16, 145 
230 

66.000 
16,6iS0 
11,  IM 

6n,7S4 
14,K27 
36,923 

Of  1  It 

2.'..  257 
2<9,595 
535,  .')55 
361 
128,730 

ee,i38 

64,906 
41, 746 

(»2,7C7 
6,791 
80,574 

525 
91,426 
139,117 

500 
44, 161 
11,333 
37,113 
31.1SI 

70O 

22.57S 
119,614 
467,763 

25,671 
336,779 
547.050 

IWy  

103,080 
46,3'3 
48.219 
33, 766 

116, 137 
60.  OM 
»,510 
9ft,  779 

1,010 
6,3.10 
12,740 
1,846.829 

12, 12f< 
2,S30 
16,665 
1,987,354 

30,667 
4,439 
17,001 
1,723,138 

7,  DBS 
10, 
1, 154, 197 

3,'83S 
4.740 
1,446.317 

United  KlnphHii  

1,164,330 
407,819 

1,448,903 
633.639 

1,8*8,015 
943, 167 

3,034.177 
1,222,573 

1,256,677 

1,673,  t« 

s,on,H3 

3,801,181 

3,24e.7ao 

For  the  year  1915-16  it  is  stated  that  1,506,925  tons  were  under  con- 
struction in  the  United  Kingdom.  The  yards  of  Denmark  are  fully 
employed  for  two  or  three  years.  In  France  the  yards  are  almost 
■wholly  engaged  in  naval  work.  The  Netherlands  plants  are  filled 
■with  orders  up  to  1917-18.  In  Italy  there  is  a  shortage  o^  coaL 
Japan  is  bu^  with  naval  and  merchant  work,  while  in  Norway  the 
yards  are  full  and  owners  are  sliding  orders  to  the  United  States. 

Tessels  Under  Constr notion  at  Varlons  Eitabllshments. 

The  following  table  gives  details  re^rding  the  vessels  under  con- 
struction in  the  various  yards.  Attention  ia  directed  to  the  develop- 
ment of  standard  types. 

HEW  YORK  SHIFBUILDINQ  CO.,  CAUDEN,  N.  J. 


"Standanl  Arrow  " . 
"Royal  Arrow" — 
-BriutV  

No.  iro  

No.  172  

No.  173  

"Sylvan  Arrow".,. 
"Croud  Arrow",... 

No,  176  

No.  1 77  

No.  178  

No.  179  

No.  180  

NO,  181  

No.  182  

Ncm  

No.  184  

No.  IIO  

N».  186  

No.  187  

No.  188  

No.  189  

NiktW  


Gross 
tonnafi*. 


10,2.'>0 
10, -ao 
3.971 
lO.'OO 
5. 188 
10.250 
lO.Sfi 
10,250 
8,500 
6,266 
750 
7.-* 
7.'>0 
7.tO 
6,2Se 

6,2W 
705 
7fi6 
7^ 
7')5 
5,188 
10,2SD 


SpMd. 


11,0 

11.0 
10.0 
11.0 
11.5 
11.0 
11.0 
11.0 
10.5 
10.  S 


10.5 
10.5 


11.. 1 
11.0 


Owner. 


Standard  Transportatlno  Co. 

,do. 


Coa  twiae  Transporlotlon  Co. 

I'etroleum  Tranapori  Co  

Ouli  Kenning  Co  

do. 


Standard  Transportation  Co, 

 do  

Dftrrow-HsnnCo  

,Uo, 


N.  Y.C.&U.  a.  R.R.C0. 

■do  :. 

,do  


.do. 


Coastwise  Transportation... 
I'M.-uliunhvi  S'atiKaiion  \  o.. 

Darrow-Mann  I'o  

N.  ^  C.  &  a.  R,  R,  R,  Co. . 

Guif  ReliniDgCo  

Petroleum  Transport  Co.... 


Trade. 


Bulk  ofl., 

 do... 

Collier.., 
Bulk  oil.. 
..,..dD... 

 do... 

 do... 

-do... 


Coilipr, 

 lin... 

(^r  float . 

 do.-. 

 do... 

...  do... 
Collier.... 

 do.... 

 (i 


Cur  n  >fit . 

 do.... 

 do.... 

 do..,. 

Bunk  oil , 

 do.... 


ProlMtblodftU 
oriaoncb. 


Sprtnr,  1B18. 
winter,  1916. 
Alloai. 
Winter,  1916. 
Fall,  1916, 
Sprin::.  1917. 

Do. 
Fall,  1917. 
Winter.  1918. 
Sprinr,  1917. 
Bprinr,  1919. 

Do. 
Fall.lUlS. 

Do. 
Spring,  1917. 
»uniii<M'.l»17. 

Do. 
Wlntor,  1916, 

Do. 
Spring,  1S17, 

Do. 
Whiter,  1917, 
f  prlng,  1918. 
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FORE  RIVEE  SQIPBtTILDINQ  CORPORATION,  QdNCF,  HA8S. 


VaaseL  . 

Gross 
tannage. 

Speed. 

Omier. 

Tnda 

Probable  axa 

of  iMBUb. 

0,000 
6,000 
6,000 
6,000 
6,000 
6,000 
0,000 

"  C,ono 

f.OOi) 

3,ono 
c,ot» 

6.000 

Knoii. 
11 
11 

101 
12 

101, 

loi 

12 

11 

11 

101 

12 

12 

on  

Pe^.  1«.19U 
Apr.  15,I»U 
June  1,1010 
iUr.   I,  tm 

New  York  

 do  

 do  

/'>i1.n    n<0f-f  lllvkn 

Molasses. . . 

No.  W8  

Freight  

Molassea. . . 

 do  

Cuba  DislilllBg  f-o  

Mielcro  

 do  

No.  2-'>l  

No.  25.3  

The  T(.«aa  Co  

Freight  

Oil  ;, 

No.  2.=^  

 do  

 do  

No  255  

Freiefat  

C^nbIlllrtIlr. 

HARLAN  it  HOLUNGSWORTn  CORPORATION,  WILUINGTON,  DEL. 


Gold  Shell  

Pow!  Shell  

George  K.  Paddlo- 
(ora. 

Benjamin  Brewst«r 

W.  H.  l  illbrii  

No.4«l  

No.  444  

No.  445  

No.  448  

No.  A4H  

No.  449  

No.  430  

No.  451  

N0.4S2  


6,605 

11 

6,605 

II 

5,:i47 

11 

6, 006 

&,6T5 

1 

7£>0 

2.010 

10 

8,  ISO 

lOi 

6,606 

lOi 

2.750 

10 

S,G06 

11 

4,500 

12i 

4,500 

m 

1,404 

SheU  Co.  oltliallloniia. 


.do. 


Petroleum  'I  ransporl  Co  

Standard  Oil  Co.  at  New  Jersey... 

 do  :  

W'limiDgtan  Bleamboal  Co  


Baltimore  £  Carolina  &te&nL<!htp 

Co. 

Standard  Oil  Co.  o£  New  Jersey. . . 


 do  

Vacuum  Oil  Co. 
 do.  


Ocean  Steamship  Co.  of  Savannali 


.do.. 


New  York  Centnl  R.  R.  Co.. 


Bulk  oil 
Uoker. 

....do  

....do  


 do  

....do  

Passenger 

and 

(reieht. 
Fieigbl  

Bulk  oil 
tunker. 

....do  

Freight.... 

Bu.  k  oil 
tanker. 

Freight 
aod  |w> 
senger. 

 do.  

Ferry  


lAimetMd. 

Mar.  1.19n 
Fob.  i&,ms 

June  1, 1910 
Set>L  la,  1916 
FA.  l,im 


Iaa%  l.lSUt 

Dm.  1.1918 

Jan.  in,  1917 
Dec  lb,  1915 
Ua.v  1,1*17 

6«pt.  1,1917 


Apr.  1,»18 


NEWPORT  NEWS  SniPBUILDING  &  DRY  DOCK  CO.,  NEWPORT  NEWS,  VA. 


Charles  Pratt  

U.  ii.  Rogprs  

Edgar  V.  L^ucken- 
boc-h. 

Amwerpcn  

Henry  R.Uallory 

Utmalbro  

Wra.O.  Warden.... 

F.  8arstow  

No.  198  , 

No.  199  

No.  200  

No.  301  

Torres  

El  Mirante  

ElCanitaa  

No.2ft>  

No.  300  , 


10,935 
10,9i5 
8,000 

8,374 
6,000 

4,387 
10,900 
10,900 

fi,eoo 

6,900 
4,600 
10,900 
6,125 
4,500 
4,500 
8,400 
1,000 


101 
101 
10 

i? 

10 
104 

101 

10 

10 

lOi 

104 

11 

II 

II 


Standard  OU  Co.  ot  New  Jentj . 

 do  

Edgar  F.  LuckDnbach  


Btandard  Oil  Co  

Uallory  Steamship  Co. 


Uunson  Steamsh^Co.....  

Standard  OUCo  

CrowolTiii  TbarhwSteamsUp'co. 

 do  

Munson  titeamship  Lino  

Standard  Oil  Co  

Southern  i'aciSc  Co  

....do  

 do  

Atlantic  ReflnhitrCo  

UunsOD  Steainsliip  Co  


Ollcarrter.. 

 do  

Frelidit.... 

OUearrta-.. 
Freight  and 
pasKnger. 

Freight  

011  carrier.. 
....do  

Freight.... 

!"!do"!;" 

OUcaTTter.. 

....do  

Frelchi.... 

....do  

Oil  carrier.. 
....do  


Feb.,  1916 

Do. 
Apr.,  l«tt 


July, 
Oct., 


UM 
UU 


Apr.,  I9M 

Nov.,  1911 

Dec.,  in« 

8^.,  I9U 

Dec..  nu 

Feb.,  1917 

Aug.,  1917 

Hay,  1917 

bo. 

June,  1917 

Jiily,  1917 

Nov.,  1917 


CHESTER  SHIFBUILDINO  CO.,  CHESTER,  PA. 


XJnnamed 

Do... 
Do... 
Do... 

Do... 
Do... 
Do... 


6,000 

6,000 
4,000 
6,000 

6,000 
6,000 
6.000 


on  carry- 

...^o  

Frt-ightcr 
Oil  carry- 



Jnly,  MM 
Oct.,  UU 
D«. 

Nov.,  19U 
Jan..  1917 
Apr..  UIT 
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T«nL 

Qrosa 
toougo. 

Speed. 

Owiur. 

Prob&bledat* 
of  laiiDcb. 

3M 
260 
860 

Knca. 
11 
11 
11 

Jul  3G,1»U 
Feb.  3(,in< 
Ibr.  3ft,  UU 

HOb  vaa-t  

 do  

WILLIAH  CRAHP  A  SONS  SHIP  AND  ENOINK  BUILDING  CO..  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


No.  43S  

Jaliaoo.  

CflAhofla  

No.  431  

No.  433  

No-  433  

Na.  434  

No.  4S9  

But«  Rosa.. 
Banttt  raula. 

No.  440  

No.  441  


7,100 

11 

2,000 

10* 

3,000 

!? 

T,  100 

7, 100 

11 

2.700 

U 

8,000 

17 

8,000 

17 

8,300 

12 

<.3no 

12 

7, 100 

11 

7,100 

It 

Potroleam  Tnnsport  Co. 
yexican  N«vig&tloD  Co.. 


9nii  Co  

 do  , 

Florida  East  Coast  Rj.  Co  

AUanUc,  Gulf  A  Watt  Indias 
Bteomsblp  Co. 

W. 'r.  Qraoe "i'Co.V .' * 

 do  

Petrolaum  Timnsport  Co  

 do  , 


Bulk  on... 
Pas^PugAT 
aoo  freight. 

 do  

Balk  on... 
 do  

Cai  twTY . . 

Passeoger 
and  treigbt. 
 do  

Freight... 

'Buik<ril'." 
 do  


Launched. 

Da 

Do. 
May  15, 1918 
Jane  iLlslO 
JuJj  20,1018 
Har.    1, 1018 

Jan.  2. 19»7 

Cot.  2, 1818 

Nov.  I.IOIS 

OcU  1, 1018 

Not.  2,1918 


BALTDfORK  DRY  DOCKt  A  8HIPBUILDINQ  CO.,  BALTDIORK,  UD. 


iro.n 

Ro.78 
No.  74 

No.  77 
No.  71 

SB.  71 
0.M 


s,soo 

11 

l,5no 

11 

3..VI0 

11 

S,5i>0 

11 

3.5no 

11 

8,600 

n 

I.SUO 

11 

TranaaUantlo  Motor  Co  

 do  

 do  

 do  

Bulk  ea.... 

 do..,.. 

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

Apr.  1,1018 

0«t.  1,UU 
Dn 


HARTLAND  STBBL  CO.,  SPARROWS  POINT,  HD. 


ArttaBB  

AYbomn  

HwfsrH  , 

Huiueme  

Ifunpiace  

CoTDcUa  

Helwi  

No.  157  

A.  C.  BMford. 
W.r.  Toagld., 

Uawl  

Dalqiiirl.  , 

SoAfA  


8,800 

6.fno 

3.49) 

3.4M 

10 

8,4.'W 

10 

3. 800 

12 

S.tno 

13 

4,000 

10 

10,000 

lOJ 

10.000 

loi 

7.  ISO 

10 

7.150 
3,450 

10 

» 

Amertoas  RawaOan  Steanshlp  Co. 

 do  

A.  H.  Bull  Sti>siiMhIp Co  

Uiiasoo  Steanub^  Co  

Bull  Iiiftilar  Stranuhip  Co  

 do  

Miinson  SlParoshlp  Co  

StftDdard  OU  Co  

Spanbh-Ameriean  I.  Co^  

..:..do  

Ctarbtopher  Hannerlg;  Jr  


Pretght.... 


 do... 

 do... 

 do... 

 do... 

 do... 

 do... 

BiiU  on  . 
 do... 

Preight.. 

 do... 

 do... 


Jaa.  U.im 
Fel>.  3«.»1« 
Mar.  15,1918 
Maj  15,1918 
Apr.  15.1816 
JulT  15.1916 
SepL  1,1916 
.\ug.  15,1916 
N6t.  1,1018 
Jan.  1, 1817 
Apr.,  1017 
Hay,  1917 
Feb.,  1917 


8PBDDEN  8HI] 

rBUILDINQ  CO.,  BALTIMORE,  UD. 

Tu?  

June  1,I91S 

Do. 
Dw.  1.1916 

Onbargo... 

AMERICAN  BRIDOE  CO..  PPTTSBUROH,  PA. 

690 
600 
600 
600 
500 
9G0 
960 
9fln 
960 

5m 

S0O 

5m 

ISO 
3S 
1,350 

310 

Coal  tnde.. 

Ifar.,  U16 

Mar,  1916 
June,  1916 

De. 
July,  1916 

De. 
Aug^  1916 

Do. 
Mav,  1916 
Feb.,  1018 
Aug.,  1918 

Jane,  1918 

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

Lehi'h  Valley  R.  R.  Co  

Car  tmnJor 

 do  

 do  

 do  

 do  

Bmlth-nippen  Co  

Grain  

F.  D.  Stout  

Pleasure, ., 
CartraDster 

Uorcan*  Louldana  A  Texas  Ball* 

rood  A  StMmdilp  Co. 
Rogers  Saod  Co  
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COMMEBCE  KEPOETS. 
MANITOWOC  BHIPBUILDINO  CO,  liANITOWOC.  WIS. 


((mnage. 

Speed. 

Ovner. 

TauU. 

Probabtoditi 
o(Ib«iim1l 

800 

300 
300 
100 

KnoU. 
10 

10 
10 
0 

Bay  Btat«  Flsblng  Co.,  Bostoa, 
Mass. 

 do  

Trawler.... 

 d-i  

liar  u.inc 

Jnoe  tb,\m 
Jill;  15,10U 

Oso.  A.  Wallace,  Jr.. 

FintMat.. 

AUEKKIAN  SHIPBUILDING  CO..  CLEVELAND.  OHIO. 


7,000 

10 

7,000 

10 

7,000 

10 

7.000 

10 

0,W0 

Oi 

7,200 

11 

2. 100 

2,100 

l\ 

2,100 

10 

2,  too 

2,  ino 

oi 

2,  too 

2,100 

•  9! 

7,000 

10 

loterlake  Steomohlp  Co.  (at  Lo- 
ribi,  Ohto,  yard), 

PitLsbureh  ete»tnablp  Co  

Hertiert  K.  Oakes  

Pfttfiburch  Sleamship  Co  

U.  A.Haima  &  Co  

Cor)  D.  Bradley  (at  Cleveland  yard) 

A.  ll.Skaueaarda  

A  rlhiir  Hatlilesen  (at  Detndt  yard) 

Heo.  Hall  Coal  Co  

A.  O.  Lindvlg  

EiifnK  Lund  (at  e  hlVasovard)  

ErlinK  Lund  (at  Superior,  Wia., 
yard). 

RoyU.WolTln  


Freight.... 

Sprtoc  MU 

....do  

Da 

....do  

Do. 

....do  

Da 

....do  

Do. 

....do  

igi7d«Unrr. 

...-do  

BpriiiK,  UU 

....do  

Do. 

....do..... 

Do. 

....do  

Do. 

....do  

Do. 

....do  

Do. 

....do..... 

Da 

....do  

THE  hebres-ofp  nAxuFACTURnra  co.,  Bristol,  r.  l 


m 

Pieamre... 

Apr.,  UU 

C0WLE8  SHIPYARD  CO.,  BUFFALO,  K.  Y. 

KaBO  

ao 

Uar.,  1910 

THE  CTIARLES  BARICEB  CO..  fT'CnOTATI.  Ono. 

Australia  

300 

« 

South  AnatrallaD  OoraniiMiit. . . . 

Rirer  tm- 
pro  ve- 
meat. 

FaU.  UU 

HOWARD  smPYARDS  CO.,  JEFFKRSOXVILLE.  CO). 

450 

Hin 

660 
£0I> 
600 
GOO 
1.200 

W.  F.  Mavo  

Baton  Roiii«  Transportatloo  Co. . . 

Fenry  

L.  &  J.  Ferry  ("o  

rasenger.. 

i.::.Co.or.'«w  YoT*  

QUINT ARD  IRON  WORKS  CO.,  NEW  YORK,  N.  Y. 

soo 

17 

Nontasket  Beach  Steamboat  Co. . . 

Apr.  1,UU 

DUBUQUE  BOAT  &  BOILER  WORKS,  DUBUQUE,  IOWA. 

3S. 

EvansTlllfl  R.  R.  Co  

Panenger  . 

Uar.  Sl,in« 
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VflMd. 

Qron 
tonnage. 

Speed. 

Owner. 

Tnd*. 

PiOlKiMedita 

(dUmndL 

178 
ITS 
GOO 

300 
800 

Ml 

Knott. 

Towing  

Launched. 
Feb.  6,19U 

Mo.  «77  

ElovAtor... 
Steam 

Ugbtar... 
Houaa 

bai9 — 
Tutf  

N0.6SI  

New  Yoric  Central  A  Hudaoa 
River  R.  R.Co. 

BATH  IBON  WOBKS,  BATH,  ICE. 


No.  69  

800 
800 
800 

» 

Yacht 

Apr.,  UU 

No.  71  

Cnr  float... 
 do  

No.  72  

No.  71  

Nft.74  

....::.::::::.:::::::::::::::::::::: 

UNION  IBON  WOBKS  CO.,  SAN  FBANCI8CO.  CAL. 


NO.OT, 
No.  m. 
No.  123. 

No.  m. 

No.  127 

No.  121 
No.  12) 

No.  rm 
No.  m 

No.  U2 

No.m 

No.  m 

No.  115 

No.  136. 

No.  137 
No.  1 :« 
No.  130 
No.  t« 
N^W 


7,100 

11 

11 

7,IQ0 

11 

0,430 

u 

9,728 

16 

8.  ino 

11 

7.2*W 

11 

7.2J0 

11 

7,  Iifl 

11 

0,200 

11 

6,200 

It 

10,5«0 

11 

10,500 

11 

ti,200 

11 

6,2ao 

11 

6,2)0 

11 

6,2W 

11 

7,2U0 

11 

7,200 

n 

Union  Oil  To.  orCaUtomia  

etandnrd  OLl  Co.  o(  (  alUomla  

Stanilard  Tranaportatlon  Co.  of 

Rolfb  Navigation  A  Cost  Co  


Hatson  Navigation  Co. 


FlaiKliird  Oil  Co.  of  Now  York... 
J.  W  .  Vail  I>yko  

Vanjfm  Oil  Co  

\ValLor-..Vrmi)tTong  Co  


Rolrh  NarlfEaUon  A  Coal  Co  

btandard  Oil  Co.  of  Now  Jersey . . . 

 do  

ijUndord  TroospoflaUiMi  Co.  of 
Delaware, 

 do  

Nol^iven  

Wilhelm  Jebsan  

Not  given  


Oil  tanker.. 

 do  

 do  

0  e  n  eral 

rargo. 
Cargo  and 
^^^s3enBa. 
Oil  tanker.. 

 do  

 do  

 do  

General 
cargo. 

 do  

Oil  linker., 

 do  

0  en  era) 
rargo. 


 do  

 do  

Oil  tanker. . 

....do  


Feb.  6, 1918 
Jnly  5,  line 
Aug.  5,1916 

Apr.  1,»U 

Nov.  4,1918 

Aug.  13, 1919 

Nov.  IS.  inie 
Dec.  iG,  inia 

Jon..  IU17 
Oct.    2, 1»U 

Do. 
Jan.    2, 1917 
Feb.  2,1917 
Nov.  35, 1918 

Do. 
Jan.  25,1917 

Do.  . 
Mar.    5, 1917 

Do. 


TOLEDO  SHIPBCflLDINO  CO.,  TOLEDO,  OUIO. 


No.  131 

Kd.m 

Nam 

Mo.  m 

No.  136 
No.  1S« 
No.  137 


1,700 

7 

1,700 
1,700 

7 

7 

1,700 

I 

i.no 

7 

1,700 

7 

7,700 

10} 

Smith  Shipping  Co.  (Inc.).. 

 do  

 do  

 do  

Oreat  Lakei  Steamship  Co. 


FreiKht. 

 do... 

 do.. 

 do.. 

 do.. 

.....do.. 
,....do.., 


Apr.,  lbI8 

Do. 
May,  1916 
June, 

July,  1916 
Aug^  1916 
Do. 


CHICAGO  SHIPBUILDING  CO.,  CHICAGO,  ILL. 


2,ira 

9k 

I'assenger 
and  freight. 

*une,  1016 

MOORE  A  SCOTT  IRON  WOBKS,  OAKLAND,  CAL. 


Mo.  US. 

N*IOI. 
Mo.  110. 


«.000 
9,000 


For  French  owners. 


Rolph  Navigation  Co  

Port  Costs  Steamship  Co. 


Hopper 

'larjffl- 

Carso  

 do  
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JAMES  BEES  &  SONS  CO.,  PITTSBUBQH,  PA. 


Vessel. 

OroM 
totjoaee. 

Bpeed. 

Owner. 

Trade. 

ProbaMedata 
fl<iauDeh. 

Knott. 

River  

May,  UU 

CLIN70N  SniPBUILDINO  &  REPAIR  CO.,  PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

Hoisto-  

Coasiwisa. . 

Juna  1,UU 

No.  30  

Ja  nesJ.  HcNally  „ 

GREAT  LAKES  ENGINEEBINO  WORKS,  DETROIT.  MICH. 

No.  153  

600 
8,ono 

4,}<I0 
2,4S0 

2,500 
2,500 
1,710 

2,460 

2,200 
2,650 

2,550 
7,700 
2,550 

10 

10 
10 
10 

10 
10 
10 

10 

10 
10 

10 
10 

Wreck  In; 

tllR. 

Frel^t.... 
Coast  ooi- 

Spring,  UU. 

Wyaodotte  TraasportaUtm  Co. . . . 
Adtor  (Inc.)  

lier. 
Cossl  treigfat 

 do  

Lake  and 

coast. 
Coast  ocri- 

lier. 
Oil  

No.  15S  

coast  col- 
Uer. 

No.  lO  

Bulk  Ireight 
Collier  

UNITED  ENGINKERINQ  WORKS,  OAKLAND,  CAL. 

No.  U  

8,900 

Prei^t.... 

THE  PUBEY  A  JONES  CO.,  WILMfNOTON,  DEU 

No.  1306  

No.  i:i06  

No.  1306  

32^ 
32* 
32S 
lUO 
300 
800 

renn^traoto  R.  R.  Co  

Freight.... 

n«c,  «i,iBis 

Jan.  2i,191« 
1-eb.  2ii,int 
Mar.  1.UU 
Apr.  i,VM 

 do  

Wlnterlhur  

Philadelphia  &  Readloc  R.  R.  Co. 
w.  &A.  Fletdwrw  

Towinc  

 do.  

No.  U2J  

 do.  

TAUPA  FOUNDRY  A  MACHINE  CO.,  TAMPA,  FLA. 


2,000 

AXEBICKS  COHSULAB  OTHCEBS  OS  LEAVE  OF  AB8EIFCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Nbdm. 

Post 

ETpira- 
tion  ot 
ventM. 

Addros. 

Bnisscls,  Belehun.  

Talhoku.  Taiwan  

Nbgdra  I'alls.Ontario. 

Mar.  11 
Apr.  1 
bar.  1 
Apr.  4 

1021  Clinton  Street,  PblladfJphia,  Pa. 

1978  Weat  85A  Street,  X^rmad^ta 
Derartmcnt  of  State,  WaahbietoD,  DA 
Century  Club,  7  Wert  43d  Stmt.  New 
York  city. 

Neville,  Edwin  L  

Bradley,  WBUam  HarrlBon . . . 
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A  NEW  IIBEB  AVAILABLE  IS  CUBA. 


(Special  Ag»Dt  Qamrd  Borrla.! 


There  are  eleven  known  varieties  of  the  so-called  "  malva "  in 
Cuba,  but  that  locallv  designated  as  "  malvo  blanca  "  {Urena  lohata) 
has  been  determined  to  be  a  very  promising  source  of  fiber,  from 
which  may  eventually  be  woven  the  supply  of  sugar  sacks  for  the 
Cuban  market,  while  the  Gner  varieties  can  undoubtedly  be  used  in 
the  manufacture  of  new  fabrics  for  wearing  apparel. 

For  several  years  experiments  have  been  conducted  in  Cuba  with 
the  idea  of  utilizing  the  malva  fibers^  but  only  in  the  last  two  years 
have  the  processes  of  extraction  been  elaborated  on  a  basis  that  makes 
the  extraction  a  commercial  possibility.  Malva  fiber  is  now  being 
manufactured  and  sold  on  the  market  at  Habana,  principally  to  the 
makers  of  alpargatas,  or  cloth  shoes,  worn  by  the  laboring  classes. 
The  fiber  is  mixed  with  jute  and  used  for  soles.  About  20  tons 
have  been  sold  in  the  past  year  at  6  cents  per  pound,  and  the  supply 
is  not  nearly  equal  to  the  demand.  The  persons  producing  it  claim 
that  the^  can  profitably  produce  and  ship  it  for  less  than  3  cents  a 
pound  with  present  crude  methods,  and  that  the  cost  would  be  consid- 
erably reduced  with  proper  labor-saving  machinery  and  equipmukt. 

Its  Vae  for  KaMiig  Sus&t  flaeki. 

It  is,  however,  as  the  fiber  from  which  to  make  the  20,000,000 
sugar  sacks  needed  in  Cuba  annually  that  the  owners  of  the  process 
have  tiie  greatest  hope  for  it  They  assert  that  sacks  of  malva  of 
2^  pounds  each  can  be  placed  on  the  market  at  7  to  10  cents  each 
and  still  leave  a  profit,  nnd  at  current  prices  for  jnte  sacks  the  profit 
would  be  larger.  Normally,  the  Calcutta  or  Dundee  sacks  sell,  de- 
livered in  Hannna,  at  16  to  18  cents  each,  and  in  war  times  have  been 
selling  at  25  to  30  cents. 

The  malva  fiber  is  claimed  to  have  about  the  same  textile  strength 
as  Dacca  jute,  and  its  fineness  is  between  jute  and  flax.  It  is  believed 
that  by  seed  sdection  and  cultivation  the  fiber  can  be  improved  in 
both  strength  and  quality.  Sufficient  results  have  already  been 
achieved  to  demonstrate  that  the  cultivated  plant  responds  to  good 
treatment,  and  comparisons  with  the  wild  plant  show  a  better  fiber 
from  cultivated  plants  only  one  year  removed  from  the  wild  seed. 
Seed  is  now  being  obtained  from  selected  plants  with  a  view  to 
further  tests. 

The  Plant,  Its  Growth,  and  Kanner  of  Handling. 

Malva  blanca  is  generally  regarded  as  a  troublesome  weed  by  the 
tobacco  planters  of  Pinnr  del  Rio,  where  it  grows  best.  In  its  wild 
state  it  attains  a  height  of  20  feet  under  favorable  conditions,  but 
usually  averages  between  6  and  10  feet  on  ordinary  soil.  During 
the  growing  season,  it  is  claimed,  it  will  make  two  crops  of  6  to 
10  feet  where  it  is  cultivated,  and,  according  to  the  method  of  plant- 
ing it,  will  produce  a  stalk  one-half  an  inch  to  an  inch  and  a  hnlf 
in  diameter.  From  the  bark  on  this  stalk  the  fiber  is  obtained.  The 
plant  requires  a  good  soil.  It  grows  wild  under  ordinary  conditions, 
and  the  more  rain  and  moisture  it  gets  the  better  the  growth.  Wind- 
storms do  not  injure  it,  and  it  is  thoroughly  hardy  in  the  Cuban 
climate. 

To  cultivate  it  the  ground  is  plowed  and  seeds  are  sown  from 
March  ontil  May.  T£«  ground  u  thoroughly  harrow«iy  and  the 
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rows  are  put  four  to  the  yard.  About  1,200  pounds  of  seed  is  re- 
quired to  sow  a  caballeria  (33^  acres).  The  young  plants  are  thinned 
until  thoy  stand  on  an  average  of  44  to  the  square  yard.  By  plant- 
ing thickly  and  growing  in  this  manner,  the  tendency  to  throw  out 
lateral  branches  is  checked ;  the  growth  is  forced  upward,  thus  mak- 
ing a  long,  clear  stalk:  the  leaves  and  branches  grow  on  top  of  a  tall 
switch,  so  to  speak.  After  thinning  out,  intercultivation  would  prob- 
ably be  necessary  to  prevent  growtn  of  weeds. 

In  three  months  and  a  hal^  when  the  plants  hare  reached  a  height 
of  from  6  to  8  feet,  cutting  is  commenced,  this  being  the  best  age  at 
which  to  harvest.  It  is  claimed  that  two  cuttings  may  be  made  in  a 
year  without  the  necessity  of  replanting,  new  sprouts  being  thrown 
up  from  the  stumps  left  in  the  ground.  The  present  meth(^  of  cut- 
ting is  by  hand,  the  men  using  machetes,  or  cane  knives,  and  striking 
a  downward  blow  at  the  root.  This  fi-equently  cuts  below  the  buds 
and  destroys  the  ability  of  the  ^lont  to  tnrow  out  other  stalks,  thus 
curtailing  the  second  crop.  It  is  purposed  to  use  on  the  next  crop 
a  corn  cutter  and  binder,  not  only  to  reduce  expenses  of  gathering, 
but  for  the  protection  of  the  roots.  Modifications  in  the  cutter  and 
binder  will  probably  be  necessary  to  adapt  it  to  the  harvesting  of  this 
fiber.  Cutting  may  be  continued  until  the  end  of  November.  In 
]>ecembcr  the  plant  normally  begins  to  put  on  seed,  and  the  fiber  is 
more  difficult  to  work  then. 

Plants  cut  after  a  three  or  three  and  one-half  months^  growth  ^ow 
only  one  layer  of  fiber.  Old  plants  that  are  allowed  to  go  to  seed 
without  having  been  cut,  it  is  claimed,  show  as  many  as  eight  lasers 
of  varying  degrees  of  fineness,  thickness,  and  strenstii;  but  it  is 
difficult  to  extract  them  scpoi'ately.  For  wmmerciar  purposes  the 
tliree  or  three  and  one-half  months',  growth  has  been  found  b^  as  a 
result  of  continued  experimentati<m. 

Cnttlnff  and  Treparatloii. 

At  the  experimental  grounds  several  miles  from  the  town  of 
Vinales,  in  the  Province  of  Pinar  del  Rio,  Cuba,  two  me'hods  of 
handling  malva  have  been  evolved.    Both  require  the  use  of  water. 

The  cost  of  cutting  under  the  present  hand  methods  is  about  $3  per 
10.000  green  stalks,  or  the  labor  of  three  men  at  $1  each  per  day. 
Tiie  average  amount  cut  by  three  men  equals  the  above  figure.  They 
work  with  "machetes,"  or  cane  knives.  The  stalks  are  loaded  upon 
wagons  and  taken  to  the  "  retting  tank,"  or  steei>ing  pond.  A  wagon 
can  carrv  only  100  arrobas  of  25  pounds  each  at  a  load,  and  $1  for 
each  load  is  charged.  It  is  purposed  to  use  a  movable  bark-stripping 
machine,  gasoline  power,  which  will  handle  the  crop  as  it  is  cut  and 
l)iled  by  the  harvester.  The  2,500  pounds  of  stalk  would  yield  20 
arrobas  (500  pounds)  of  bark:  of  this  bark.  5  arrobas  (125  pounds) 
would  be  fiber.  As  much  ns  200  arrobas  of  bark  could  be  piled  on  a 
wagon  at  one  load,  so  tliat  the  initial  cost  of  transportation  from 
fields  to  processing  vats  could  be  reduced  to  about  one-tenth  of  what 
it  now  is.  Moreover,  fewer  men  would  be  required  than  where  the 
brush  onlv  is  handled.  Possibly  other  economies  in  this  line  could 
1}C  effected  tmder  adequately  capitalized  bu^ness.  The  experimenters 
claim  to  have  devised  and  patented  an  economical  bark  stripper. 

The  stalks  or  the  bark  i?  placed  in  the  rectangular  wooden  "  ret- 
ting pond."  which  is  about  26  by  60  feet  and  4  feet  deep.  The  crude 
product  is  then  weighted  down  in  a  solution  of  weak  sulphur  water, 
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to  which  a  small  quantity  of  potash  has  been  added.  The  potfl«!h 
hastens  the  elimination  of  mucilaginous  matter  in  the  staUs,  p  ,s 
whiteness  to  the  fiber,  and  does  not  injure  either  strength  or  texture^ 
so  it  is  claimed.  The  bark  or  stalks  remain  in  the  solution  from  6 
to  40  days,  depending  upon  the  temperature.  The  higher  the  tem- 
perature the  more  rapidly  the  process  is  completed.  Steam  pipes  in 
the  tank,  it  is  asserted,  would  hasten  the  chemical  action,  make  th« 
results  certain,  and  enable  the  workers  to  be  independent  of  climatia 
conditions. 

The  other  method  is  simply  to  place  the  stalks  or  bark  in  one  of 
the  running  sulphur  streams  in  the  Vinales  district.  The  fiber  from 
the  stream  is  much  whiter  than  that  from  the  pond,  or  tank.  Pos- 
sibly the  sulphur  water  has  a  bleaching  effect,  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  is  very  likely  the  fact  of  being  in  clear  running  water  instead 
of  tha  stagnant  and  none  too  clean  water  in  the  "  retting  p<»id  "  has 
something  to  do  with  this  feature. 
Hie  Drying  Proeett. 

On  taking  the  bark,  or  stalks^  from  stream  or  retting  pond,  when 
examination  has  disclosed  that  it  is  ready  to  be  worked,  the  process 
is  slightly  different  for  each  method  of  treatment.  The  bark  from 
the  retting  pool  'is  then  hung  in  the  air  and  sun,  and  atmospheric 
actitHi  loosens  iha  remaining  particles  of  mucilage  and  bark,  which 
are  largely  removed  by  vigorous  shaking.  On  me  other  hand,  the 
stalls  removed  from  the  sulphur  streams  have  to  be  dried  out. 
"Women,  who  are  paid  50  cents  a  day,  strip  off  the  loosened  fiber  and 
tie  it  in  "  hands,"  or  small  bundles.  This  costs  about  $5  per  1,000 
pounds.  The  fiber,  having  been  put  into  hands,"  is  ready  for  ship- 
ment, and  is  packed  in  open,  rope-bomid  bales  of  about  400  pounds 
each. 

It  is  suggested  hy  the  experimenters  that  a  dry  kiln  would  hasten 
the  process  of  drying  materiallv,  and  if  a  carding  machine  and 
drawing  frames  were  installed,  these  would  produce  a  cleaner  fiber, 
and  moreover  deliver  it  in  "slivers,"  which  could  be  done  directly 
into  the  press,  and  considerable  economies  in  handling  thus  effected, 
besides  giving  a  better  quality  of  fiber.  The  combings  from  the  cards 
could  be  worked  over  and  sold  for  2^  cents  per  pound  to  be  used  for 
mattress  filling,  horse  collars,  upholstering  material,  and  the  like. 
VtlUxiiir  the  Sllven  aad  Stalki — Tranipartatlon  of  Tiber. 

It  is  further  suggested  that  in  making  the  sugar  ba^s,  machinery 
could  be  installed  whereby  the  slivers  from  the  carding  machines 
vould  be  carried  on  mechanically  and  worked  into  yarn  to  be  used 
on  the  looms. 

The  stalks  from  which  the  bark  is  stripped  are  light,  white  wood, 
very  much  like  peeled  willow,  but  somewhat  more  brittle.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  use  this  material  as  fuel,  either  directly  in  furnace  or  in  a 
gas-generating  plant;  or,  if  it  should  be  found  profitable,  to  obtain 
uectric  power  from  some  of  the  abundant  streams  and  save  the 
stalks,  macerating  them  for  paper  pulp. 

The  fiber  as  now  prepared  is  transported  about  16  miles  to  the 
little  port  of  Esperanza  on  the  north  coast  of  Cuba.  This  is  done  in 
carts  and  wagons  and  costs  $3  a  ton.  The  rpads  are  models,  and  it 
is  asserted  that  the  use  of  motor  trucks  would  greatly  reduce  this 
item.  The  fiber  is  taken  on  by  coasting  steamer  or  schooner  at 
JSflpanuua,  and  dslivered  at  Habaua  for  $2.50  per  ton.  ^ 
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Cost  of  Preient  E^olpment.  ■ 

The  present  equipment  at  the  experimental  pounds  referred  to  is 
crude  and  is  given  as  costing  about  $2,500.  This  includes  the  wooded 
"  retting  tonK  "  alluded  to,  an  8-horsepower  gasoline  engine,  a  home- 
made "  Darkin^  machine,"  which  is  patented  and  which  is  sometimes 
used  for  cleaning  fiber  badlj  dried,  as  well  as  working  the  green 
stalks,  a  bale  press,  pump,  and  several  hand  machines  for  breaking 
up  the  stalks  and  taking  the  burk  off. 

[Samples  of  "nialvn  blancn  "  fil>er  have  heen  sent  to  the  Bureau  of  Foretfm 
and  Domestic  Commerce,  together  with  some  stalks  of  the  plant  and  a  sample 
(•hoe  showing  the  use  to  which  the  fiber  Is  now  put  In  makins  the  soles  of  shoes. 
The  flt>er  is  rather  soft,  somewhat  resembling  Jiite,  and  several  samplefl  are 
treated  with  different  colors,  showing  how  the  fiber  takes  dyes.  Tliese  samples 
will  be  placed  on  exhibition  at  the  various  district  ofllces  of  the  Bureau,  and 
will  also  be  loaned  to  manufacturers  ami  tratte  organizations  Interested.  lo 
asking  concerning  theui  refer  to  File  No.  829.  The  names  of  the  men  who  have 
starteil  the  e.'qierlmentnl  tract  may  also  t>e  obtained  by  referring  to  the  nine 
file.  These  men  wish  to  Interest  capital  for  the  furtiier  development  of  the 
enterprise,  and  the  Bureau  will  furnish  their  names  on  request  from  peiaom 
wishing  to  investigate  the  merits  of  the  project.] 

BVSSIAH  COMHEBCIAI  POSTS. 

[Joanml  of  nuaslnn-AmerlcaD  Chnmbfr  of  Commerce,  Drcpniber.  IftTS.] 

The  estimate  of  the  Russian  Ministry  of  Trade  and  Industry  con- 
cerning ccmmercial  navipition  and  poits  for  191ft  shows,  as  did  the 
estimate  for  lOlR,  considerable  reductions  fnim  the  estimates  of 
former  years.  The  greatest  reduction  was  mnde  in  the  appropria- 
tions for  crnstruction ;  numerous  plans  for  the  improvement  of  ports 
required  by  the  normal  crnditions  of  commercial  navigation  were 
postponed,  while  special  efforts  were  made  to  adapt  the  ports  of 
Archangel  and  Vladivostok  to  the  extraordinary  activity  caused  by 
war  conditions.  Owing  to  the  work  done  at  Archangel,  the  mooring 
space  during  the  recent  na\ngation  period  proved  sufficient.  At  the 
same  time  extraordinary  measures  were  taken  by  the  Ministry  of 
Trade  and  Industry  to  enlarge  the  port,  as  well  as  to  increase  the 
number  of  warehouses  and  covered  platforms  for  the  storage  of 
goods,  and  to  equip  the  port  with  mechanical  devices  and  ice  break- 
ers, so  that  nnvigaticn  might  be  continued  until  the  end  of  Dccembw. 
Urgent  measures  were  taKen  at  Vladivostok  to  establish  additional 
mooring  places  and  to  increase  the  number  of  warehouses.  The  un- 
loading devices  were  increased  by  the  acquisition  of  floating  and 
stationary  cranes.  Other  improvements  were  the  extension  of  the 
area  of  storing  places,  the  laying  of  additional  railroad  lines,  and 
the  ordering  ot  new  ice  breakers.  In  Nikolaievsk  on  the  Amur  the 
banks  were  enlarged  by  filling  up  with  earth,  new  storehouses  werp 
built,  and  work  was  started  on  the  enlargement  of  the  port,  the  con- 
structii^n  of  warehouses,  the  extension  of  the  docks,  and  the  improve- 
ment of  the  entrances  to  the  port.  For  the  work  at  the  entrance  to 
the  harbor  dredging;  machines  are  being  purchased  and  similar  ma- 
chines ordered  previously  and  constructed  abroad  are  being  brought 
to  Nikolaievsk. 

Port  on  Marman  Coast — Development  of  Yenisei  Estnary. 

Besides  the  general  improvement  of  the  existing  ports,  the  Min- 
istry of  Trade  and  Industry  proposes  a  number  of  investigations  and 
exploratirns.  Tn  191.5  the  Ministry  of  Ways  and  Communications 
started  the  construction  of  a  railroad  to  the  Murman  coast,  with  a 
temporary  terminus  on  the  Baj  of  Kola,  where  it  ia  jpropoabd  M 
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establish  a  temporary  port  with  the  understanding  that  the  railroad 
vill  eventually  be  prolonged  to  the  point  chosen  for  the  construction 
of  a  permanent  deep  port.  This  necessitates  detailed  investigation  of 
the  Murman  coast  to  determine  the  place  most  suitable  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  port  that  would  insure  the  direct  transference  of  goods 
from  ships  to  railroad  cars. 

To  carry  out  the  plan  for  the  establishment  of  a  regular  shipping 
route  between  the  estuary  of  the  Yenisei  and  European  ports  for 
the  exportation  of  Siberian  products  it  will  be  necessary,  among  other 
measures,  to  create  facilities  for  the  convenient  transshipment  of 
goods  from  ocean  steamers  to  river  boats  and  vice  versa  in  the  estuary 
of  the  river,  and  to  establish  storing  places  and  warehouses  at  the 
points  of  transshipment  For  this  purpose  the  ministry  proposes  to 
construct  a  seaport  in  the  estuary  of  the  Yenisei. 

To  bring  about  a  decrease  in  the  present  high  prices  of  fuel  oil, 
special  attention  is  being  paid  to  the  new  places  at  which  petroleum 
is  being  produced.  Special  importance  has  recently  been  attached  to 
the  Ural-Emba  district,  where  there  were  in  operation  (not  including 
those  opened  at  the  end  of  1913)  4  concerns  controlling  29  oil  wells, 
of  which  the  12  already  exploited  yielded  7,000,000  poods  (840,000 
barrels  of  42  gallons^  the  conversion  factor  being  1  barrel =8.33 
poods)  of  petroleum  m  1913.  The  district  therefore  takes  second 
place  among  the  oil-bearing  territories  outside  of  the  Baku  district. 
However,  the  c<»nmunication  by  sea  between  this  district  ^nd  the 
city  of  Astrakhan  presents  great  diflSculties  in  view  of  the  shallow 
water  at  the  shore.  I>uring  the  most  favorable  weather  ships  re- 
quiring a  depth  of  only  4  feet  can  not  approach  the  shore  nearer  than 
6  to  6  versts  (3^  to  4  miles),  which  distance  is  increased  to  15  or  20 
Versts  (10  to  13  miles)  when  the  wind  is  seaward.  Consequently,  the 
time  required  by  ships  carrying  a  minimal  cargo  of  7,000  to  10,000 
poods  (840  to  1^00  barrels)  to  cover  the  distance  between  Astrakhan 
and  Gurieff  (about  330  miles)  varies  from  3  to  7  and  even  more  days, 
such  ships  bein^  obliged  to  stop  for  weeks  in  sight  of  the  shore  of 
Gurieff  if  the  wind  happens  to  be  contrary.  The  access  to  this  coast 
must  be  improved,  therefore,  for  the  local  oil  industry  possesses 
every  chance  for  development  under  favorable  conditions. 

The  Ministry  of  Trade  and  Industry  expects  to  explore  the  estu- 
ary of  the  River  Don,  in  view  of  its  great  importance  in  connecting 
the  ba^n  of  the  Don  with  the  Azof  l^a. 

Details  of  Appropriations. 

The  Ministry  of  Trade  and  Industry  is  asking  for  a  credit  of 
7,904,000  rubles  ($4,071,000  at  the  normal  exchange  rate  of  $0,515 
to  the  ruble),  instead  of  18,000,000  rubles  ($9^70,000)  assigned  by 
the  law  of  April  17,  1912.  This  amount  includes  the  expenses  for 
the  extension  and  improvement  of  the  port  of  Petrograd  ($278,000), 
the  reconstruction  of  the  western  mole  of  the  port  of  BevaK  and  the 
extension  of  the  mooring  line  of  the  port  of  Nikolaief  ($239,000), 
the  construction  of  the  port  of  Eupatoria  ($335,000),  the  extension 
and  improvement  of  the  port  of  Mariiipol  ($1,156,000),  the  construc- 
tion of  embankments  in  the  port  of  Kostof-on-Don  ($381,000),  the 
extension  and  deepening  of  the  port  of  Yeisk  ($195,000),  the  con- 
struction of  dredging  machines  for  excavation  trials  in  the  estuary 
of  the  Amur  Biver  ($454,000),  and  the  extenaiou  and  improvement 
sf  ihB  port  of  Yhtdivostok  ($840,000). 
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!FOBEIQN  TBASE  OFFOBTUJMXTIKS. 

Reserved  nddrcsiRcs  ntav  he  olXntDcd  Trotn  the  Bnrenn  nnd  Its  dtMtrlet  «nv^m.  Haimtt 
,  for  each  cpporlunlly  sbould  be  on  a  separate  ntieet  and  the  Blc  uauber  glTcH. - 

Drugs,  surgical  instruments,  etc.,  No.  20184. — An  Aiiierlcnn  consular  oflfcer  tn 
India  reports  Unit  a  flrin  In  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  In  toucli  witli 
Amerkiin  manufacturers  nnd  exporters  of  patent  medicines,  drugs,  etc^ 
surgical  lust  rumen  ti>,  and  chemicul  KUpjilIee. 

Aspirin  and  hydroqulmne.  No.  20185. — A  tirm  In  the  United  Kingdom  informs 
an  Americau  consular  oflicer  that  It  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  aspirin  and  hydroqulimne. 

Bardicare,  etc.  No.  20186. — An  American  con.^lar  officer  In  Spain  writes  that 
a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  represent  American  ninnnfnfturers  of  hard- 
ware, such  as  tools,  knives,  scissors,  ruaors,  locks,  iron  work  for  furniture 
kitdien  utensils,  coll'ee  mills,  iu«at  picks,  oil  heaters,  luitli  accessories, 
thermos  bottles,  etc. ;  wardrobrs;  refrigerators;  thread  and  fiber  for  hameaa 
and  shoe  tnakei-s ;  straps  for  boots ;  nut)  leatber  goods.  Correspondence  may 
be  In  English,  but  Spanish  Is  preferred. 

Clocks,  No.  20187. — A  firm  in  Italy  Informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  It 
desires  to  cotnmunlcate  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of 
alarm  clocks  of  all  kinds,  autoclocfes,  electric  clocks,  and  wntchioen's 
docks.  Correspondence  may  be  lu  French,  German,  or  Italian.  Quotatioof 
are  desired  c  1.  f.  destination. 

Grain  and  cottonseed  cake,  No.  20188. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  trans- 
mi  ti^  an  inquiry  from  a  representative  of  a  firm  In  Dennu-rk  wlio  desires  to 
be  placed  In  ttmch  with  American  exportera  of  grain  and  cottonseed  cakes. 
Iteferences  ore  given. 

Cotton  sltccting,  etc..  No.  201S9. — An  American  con.<n]lnr  officer  In  Mexico  reports 
that  a  firm  In  ids  district  desires  to  purchase  bleached  and  unbleadied 
cotton  slieetings,  calico  prints,  and  percales.  Prices  should  lie  In  Aoierican 
currency,  f.  o.  b.  factory  or  delivered  at  border  points.  Pa}*ment  will  be 
made  against  documents. 

Mardware,  No.  20100. — A  man  In  Argentina  informs  an  American  consolar 
officer  that  he  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  at 
screws,  bolts  and  nats,  binges,  locks,  podlocks.  bnisties,  and  otlier  supplies 
for  painters,  carpenters,  and  building  hardware,  and  cane  for  chair  backs 
and  seats,  etc.  References  are  given.  Gorre^ndence  may  be  In  English. 

Ueters,  No.  20191. — An  American  consular  officer  In  India  writes  that  a  firm  In 
bis  district  <leslres  to  receive  price  lists  from  American  mannCacturen  of 

meters  for  direct  current,  for  use  In  a  town  lighting  system. 

Bvlphate  of  coppci;  No.  20192. — A  firm  In  I'ortugal  Informs  an  American  c«i- 
sular  officer  that  It  is  In  the  market  for  3J0  tons  of  sulphate  of  coppar  tar 
use  on  grapevines.   Correspondence  may  be  In  I^ngllsb. 

Honey,  No.  20193. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Knf;!nnd  reports  that  a  firm 
of  dru^^ists  In  his  district  desires  to  purchase  a  ton  of  pale  liquid  California 
hone;  in  .'>C-pound  tins. 

Bhirts,  No.  20194. — A  man  in  Canada  Informs  nn  American  consnilar  officer  that 
he  desires  to  establish  connuerclal  relations  with  American  inannfactiiBCiS 
and  exports  uf  uieu's  cotton  and  silk  shirts. 

Toys,  jewelry,  etc.,  No.  2019o. — An  An>erlcan  consular  officer  In  Spain  report! 
that  n  Grni  In  his  district  desires  to  c<>mmunlcafe  with  American  mnnnfsc- 
turers  of  toys,  cheap  jewelry,  celluloid  combs  set  with  Imitation  stones,  and 
fancy  goods.  Corrt'spondenco  should  be  lu  Spanish  and  prices  quoted  c.  1. 1 
SiJunish  iHjrts.    Iteferences  are  given, 

AutoiriobiJcs.  cash  rcff'iKfcrs,  etc.,  No.  20196. — Tlie  Rureau  Is  In  receipt  of  a 
letter  stating  that  a  man  In  the  Untte<l  States,  to;a'tlier  with  relatives  from 
Greece,  desires  to  establish  commercial  relati<His  with  .\merican  manufac- 
turers and  exporters  of  automobiles,  cash  registers,  and  similar  appantttUi 
with  a  view  to  placing  these  comuuMlltles  on  the  markets  of  Greece^  It  Is 
statetl  that  security  up  to  $2riO,UOO  will  l>e  placetl  In  a  New  York  bank, 
Catalogues,  quotations  c.  1. 1.  Athens,  and  full  Information  should  be  sent 
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SHIPH£]fTS  FSOK  BBABFOBD  TO  TTHITED  &TATES. 

[Consul  Augustus  K  Ingram,  Brndford,  England,  Feb.  3.] 

The  exports  to  the  United  States  from  the  Bradford  consular  dis- 
trict during  January,  1916,  were  valued  at  $1,922,479,  an  increase  of 
$800,674  over  January,  1915,  but  a  decrease,  of  $303,010  as  compared 
with  December,  1015. 

The  exports  of  raw  wool  in  Januarv  of  this  year  amounted  to 
$811,063,  while  in  January,  1915,  when  the  embargo  was  in  full  force, 
the  total  was  only  $26,611.  Wool  noils  and  wastes  amounted  to 
$65,426,  as  compared  with  $7,043  in  January,  1915.  Wool  tops 
amounted  to  $47,148,  and  while  none  were  shipped  in  January,  1915, 
the  shipments  in  December,  1915,  amounted  to  $129,103,  which  appar- 
ently indicates  that  licenses  for  their  export  are  not  now  being  very 
freely  granted.  Woolen  cloths  showed  a  marked  falling  off,  particu- 
larly in  plain  worsteds  and  dress  goods. 

Cotton  cloths,  consisting  chiefly  of  linings,  showed,  on  the  con- 
trary, a  big  increase,  the  shipments  last  month  amounting  to  $310,169, 
as  ccmpared  with  $125,415  in  January,  1915. 

Among  the  other  items  showing  important  increases  last  month 
were  cotton  yam,  spun  silk  yarn,  leather,  and  pickled  sheepskins. 


WAGE  AOBKEHEHT  FOR  BBITISH  ENGINEEBIHCl  TBASE. 

[Consul  FrankHn  D.  Uaic.  HaddersSeld.  inn.  26.1 

A  new  agreement  between  employers  and  employees  engaged  in 
the  engineering  trade,  increasing  the  wages  of  nearly  5,000  men  in 
the  Huddersfield  and  Brighouse  districts,  comes  into  operation  im- 
mediately.  Nine  trade  unions  are  interested. 

The  principal  minimum  wages  per  week  under  the  new  arrange- 
ment will  be  as  follows:  Fitters  and  turners,  $9.49;  molders,  $10.71; 


Mttem  makers,  $10.46  j  core  makers.  $9.73;  and  laborers,  $6.57. 
Thb  advance  will  remain  operative  only  dining  the  period  of  the 

721 

Google 


war. 

SI7«7'-»  •  721 


Digitized  by 


722  jDOMUEBOB  BEF<UriS. 

PROJECTS  FOB  HEW  HOSPITALS  IH  AKSTEBDAIL 

[Consul  Frank  W.  Mabin,  Amsterdam,  Netherlaads,  Jin.  17.1 

'A  municipal  commission  was  appointed  some  months  ago  to  in- 
yestigate  and  to  prepare  estimates  for  increasing  the  public  hospital 
facilities  in  Amsterdam.  The  report  of  the  commisaon  includes 
two  propositions  in  an  entirely  new  hospital  and  important  additions 
to  the  Willielmina  municipal  hospital,  which  already  comprises  a 
group  of  buildings  in  large  grounds. 

The  proposed  new  hopsital,  besides  its  other  uses,  voidd  be  in- 
tended for  higher  instruction  in  medicine  and  surgery.  The  hospital 
would  contain  950  beds  at  first,  which  later  would  be  increased  to 
1,200.  The  total  cost  is  estimated  at  about  8,000,000  florins  ($3,200,- 
000),  of  which  2,000,000  florins  would  be  for  ground  and  6^000,000 
florins  for  the  hospital  and  its  equipment. 

The  second  proposition  (extension  of  the  Wilhelmina  hospital) 
irould  cost,  as  estimated,  about  5,000,000  florins  ($2,000,000),  adding 
about  500  new  beds.  This  extension,  like  the  proposed  new  hos* 
pital,  would  have  special  provision  for  advanced  instruction  in 
medicine  and  surgery. 

The  present  hospital  accommodation  of  Amsterdam  is  about  4,000 
beds,  01  which  about  a  third  are  in  the  city  hospitals,  the  Wilhelmina 
alone  having  over  1,000. 


NEW  STEAMSHIF  SEBVIGE  TO  COIOHBIA. 

[Vice  Consul  Leonard  Blake  Modlcn,  Cartageaa,  Jao.  28.] 

The  steamship  Neptune^  of  1,352  gross  tons,  flying  the  American 
flag,  arrived  in  the  port  of  Cartagena  on  January  27,  This  vessel 
belong  to  the  Cuneo  Importing  Co.,  and  has  been  chartered  for  a  sin- 

§le  trip  to  these  waters  by  the  newly  formed  Compania  Columbiana 
e  Xavegacion  (Inc.),  which  is  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the 
State  of  New  York.  This  company  has  an  option  to  recharter  the 
Weptune  for  other  voyages  upon  its  return  to  New  York.  It  is  said 
that  two  more  ships  have  been  chartered,  and  the  intention  is  to 
maintain  a  weekly  service  between  New  York,  Cartagena,  and  Puerto 
Colombia. 

The  Neptune  brought  crude  oil  and  cargo  of  a  general  nature.  It 
carries  no  passengers.  General  cargo  will  be  laden  for  the  return 
trip.  It  is  expected  that  the  other  ships  chartered,  or  to  be  diartered, 
^ill  have  accommodations  for  passengers. 


Speeding  tTp  ITknlele  Kaanf  aetnre  in  Hawaii. 

The  Honolulu  correspondent  of  the  Bureau  of  Forei^  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce  repoi*ts  that  a  manufacturer  in  that  catj  has  re- 
ceived an  order  for  100  ukuleles  a  week  from  a  Los  Angeles  mnsic 
company.  So  popular  has  this  little  musical  instrument  become 
that  the  Los  Ans'eles  house  had  orders  totaling  1,000  which  it  vas 
unable  to  fill.  [The  ukulele  was  described  in  Coukbbgb  Banns 
for  Sept.  18,  1015.] 
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T7PEWJUZKB  FIELD  UNSETELOPED  IH  HOHDUBAS. 


[CoDBul  FranciB  J.  Dyer.  Celba.  Veb.  7,1 


Although  the  business  community  in  Ceiba  is  decidedly  up  to 
dnte  in  office  equipments  nnd  fixtures,  it  has  no  typewriter  agencies, 
tvpewriter  repair  or  supply  shops,  schools  of  typewriting,  or  pro- 
fessional stenogra pliers  and  operatoi'S  of  machines.  Yet  there  is 
a  large  foreign,  and  especiallv  North  American,  element  here,  and 
some  houses  have  adding  maclimes  and  other  means  of  facilitating 
and  systematizing  business. 

One  make  of  typewriters  has  a  Central  American  office  in  Belize, 
British  Honduras,  and  sends  a  man  occasionally  to  "work"  this 
field.  The  one  large  business  concern  which,  through,  a  Government 
concession,  controls  the  banana  business  and  operates  a  railroad 
quite  modern  in  equipment  and  verr  well  kept  up,  a  steamship  line, 
an  ice  factory,  soda-water  fnctory,  brewery,  cane-sugar  mill,  wharf, 
and  other  business  enterprises,  is  naturally  the  largest  buyer  of 


fThe  name  of  the  concern  mentioned  nnd  the  address  of  Its  oflice  In  the 
tTnited  Stntes  mny  be  obtained  from  the  Biironu  of  Foreign  aad  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  district  offlws,   Aefer  to  file  No.  72538.] 


The  chief  lumber  import  of  the  Valencia  consular  district  is  rough 
pitch  pine,  the  annual  consumption  of  which  amounts  to  about 
6,000,000  leet  b.  ra.,  most  of  which — perhaps  all — is  obtained 
from  a  Barcelona  importing  firm.  The  reason  for  this  situation  is 
that  lumber  received  through  direct  contract  with  American  exporters 
has  usually  proved  defective.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  if  con- 
sumei's  here  can  be  convinced  that  former  difficulties  will  be  overcome, 
they  will  deal  direct,  and  once  established  on  a  basis  of  mutual  confi- 
dence, a  lucrative  trade  could  be  carried  on  between  the  United  States 
and  Valencia  without  the  necessity  of  having  a  firm  in  some  other 
part  of  Spain  handle  the  contract. 

One  of  the  principal  importers  of  lumber  here  has  expressed  a  de- 
sire to  enter  into  relations  with  a  good,  reliable  American  firm.  The 
firm  uses  about  2.000,000  feet  a  year.  There  are  other  houses  which 
would  undoubtedly  be  glad  to  do  likewise. 

[A  list  of  the  lumber  dealers  mentioned  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  offices.  Refer  to  file  No. 
72523.1 


One  of  the  minor  products  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  is  salt,  the 
output  for  1915  having  been  2,400  tons,  valued  at  $8  per  ton.  Most 
of  the  salt  produced  in  the  islands  is  the  output  of  the  Honolulu 
Salt  Co.,  whose  product  is  confined  to  coarse  salt  and  manufactured 
entirely  bv  natural  evaporation,  no  vacuum  pans,  kettles,  or  grainei*s 
being  use5.  Tlie  company  operates  salt  beds  at  Puuloa,  Kalihl,  and 
AVaikiki,  on  the  island  of  Oahu,  and  at  Mahukona,  on  tne  west  coast 
of  the  island  of  Hawaii. 


DIRECT  TBASE  IN  LUUBEB  POSSIBLE  AT  7ALEHCIA. 

[Coosul  Jobn  B.  Putoam,  Valencia,  Sttalo,  Jan.  25.] 


SALT  FROBTJCTION  IN  HAWAIIAN  ISLANDS. 


[A.  P.  Taylor,  correspond  eat.  nonalulii,  Feb.  7.] 
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SHIFFZXa  PROFITS  BXTWXKV  WALES  AMD  SOUTH  AHEBZGA. 

[Consul  Lortn  A.  Lathrop.  Cardiff,  Wales.  Jan.  28.] 

Interesting  and  authentic  figures  have  been  put  forward  by  the 
president  of  the  Cardiff  Chamber  of  Commerce  with  reference  to 
ocean  freights  and  shipping  profits.  He  instanced  a  vessel  of  6,100 
tons  dead-weight  that  had  earned  a  net  profit  of  $3,153  in  a  voyage 
to  and  from  the  River  Plate  from  June  to  December,  1914.  Frei^^ 
were  low  at  this  period,  and  after  charging  interest  on  capital  t£ere 
were  no  profits  left.  In  a  simitar  round  trip,  December,  1911,  to 
March,  1915,  the  profit  amounted  to  $66,680.  To-day  the  Teaad 
could  be  fixed  for  Bio  de  Janeiro  at  $10.33  and  back  to  the  United 
Kingdom  from  Eosnrio  at  $11.55,  and  the  net  profit  for  the  round 
voyage  of  four  months  would  amount  to  $193,000. 

He  named  anotlier  vessel  of  3,700  tons  register,  built  in  1910  at  a 
cost  of  $201,390,  that  had  been  fixed  for  a  12  months'  time  charter 
at  $7.30  per  ton  dead-weight  per  month.  With  everything  running 
smoothly  and  no  accidents  the  gross  earnings  of  tills  vessel  to  the 
owners  would  amount  to  $533,990.  The  running  expenses,  including 
war-risk  insurance,  would  amount  to  $10,000  per  montii,  leaving  a 
net  year's  profit  of  $113,990.  The  ship  would  thus  earn  double  its 
cost  in  a  year. 

Demurrage  Chains  and  OoTemmeat  Keveane. 

In  the  course  of  his  address  the  president  stated  that  the  great 
increase  in  the  running  cost  of  ships  did  not  compare  with  the 
increase  in  freights,  nor  had  terminal  charges  and  dcuays  consumed 
the  increase.  Shipowners  now  rece^^'ed  demurrage  for  dday  of 
from  $750  to  $1,000  per  day,  he  stated,  whereas  prewar  rates  had 
ranged  between  $125  and  $150.  He  referred  also  to  the  Briti^ 
excess-profits  tax  on  shipping,  which  gathers  to  the  public  revenue 
one-half  the  war  profits  earned  by  vessels.  He  estimated  the  revenue 
to  the  Governmnet  from  this  source  at  something  less  than  $2,500^000 
per  day. 

Another  speaker  at  the  same  meeting  stated  that  in  many  instances 
fi-eights  had  increased  by  1,000  per  cent,  and  that  the  average  advance 
on  homeward  freights  to  the  United  Kingdom  was  about  800  per 
cent. 

SPAIN  S  REVENUE  COLLECTIONS  LAST  YEAR. 

COonsnl  acneral  Carl  Bailey  Burst,  Baredooa,  Jaa.  13.] 

The  Spanish  Treasury  Department  has  published  statistics  as  to 
the  income  of  the  State  collected  during  the  past  year.  The  total 
amount  realized  in  revenue  of  all  kinds,  chiefly  in  ciistoms  duties,  to- 
bacco, lotteries,  revenue  stamps,  tax  on  alcohol,  sugar,  and  chicory, 
amounted  in  1915  to  $216,550,603.  This  is  a  decrease  of  $12,837,418, 
as  compared  with  the  amount  collected  from  similar  sources  in  1914. 
The  greatest  falling  off  was  in  customs  duties  and  chicory,  alcohol, 
and  sugar  tax,  followed  by  tobacco  and  stamps,  while  the  receipts 
from  lotteries  increased  by  over  $360,000. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  there  were  bonds  issued  by  the  Treas- 
ury amounting  to  $111,742,290  in  1915  in  contrast  to  $12,600,000 
worth  in  1914. 
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DUSEQITATE  STEAUSHIP  EACHITIES  TO  SOTTTH  AFRICA. 

[SpecUl  Atent  Juaa  Boms,  Cape  Town,  Dec.  11.] 

Local  firms  state  that  at  present  there  are  insufficient  steamers 
from  the  United  States  to  South  Africa  to  move  the  goods  that  have 
been  ordered  by  importers  in  the  latter  country.  It  is  said  that 
certain  large  American  firms  had  contracts  witli  the  steamship  com- 
panies for  definite  tonnage  to  be  transported  within  a  certain  speci- 
fied time.  These  contracts  are  now  about  to  expire,  but  a  good  deal 
of  the  freight  still  remains  to  be  transported.  The  South  African 
steamers,  therefore,  have  carried  during  the  past  three  months,  and 
are  still  carrying,  large  Quantities  of  the  products  of  these  particular 
firms.  This  has  naturally  shut  off  the  freight  of  other  concerns 
that  are  not  thus  protected  by  contract,  and  especially  the  goods 
that  are  less  remunerative  to  handle.  In  this  latter  class,  unfortu- 
nately, windmills,  plows,  and  other  kinds  of  farm  machinery  are  to 
be  found.  An  important  firm  in  Cape  Town  says  that  nearly  300 
packages  of  windmills  ordered  by  tnem  have  Men  in  New  York 
nearly  12  weeks  awaiting  shipment. 

In  circumstances  such  as  these  it  would  be  highly  desirable  for 
American  manufacturers  to  give  proof  to  their  customers  that  they 
have  made  every  efi'ort  to  fiirther  the  interests  of  the  latter.  In 
the  special  case  to  which  reference  has  been  made  (and  cases  like 
this  are  very  frequent)  the  importing  concern  has  been  completely 
in  the  dark  as  to  when  the  goods  would  be  received.  This  fact  indi- 
cates that  the  interest  of  the  American  manufacturer  terminated 
when  the  goods  were  shipped  from  his  factory.  It  would  be  far 
more  profitable  and  satisfactory  for  all  concerned  if  the  exporter 
were  to  make  vigorous  representations  to  the  steamship  company 
with  a  view  to  ex|>editing  the  shipment.  If  these  efforts  should  fail, 
the  customer  should  be  notified  to  that  effect.  Such  thoughtful 
activity  could  hardly  be  ignored  by  the  buyer;  it  would  go  very  far 
toward  the  maintenance  of  friendly  relations.  And  it  is  worth  bear- 
ing in  mind  that  the  greater  the  delay  in  putting  the  goods  into  the 
hands  of  the  user,  the  longer  the  time  that  will  elapse  before  subse- 
quent orders  are  placed  with  the  manufacturer. 


NEED  OF  FOREIGN  CAFITAI  IN  SIBEBIA. 

{Journnl  of  Kusalnn -American  Chanibor  of  Commerce,  Docombcr,  1015,] 

A  conference  was  recently  held  under  the  )>residency  of  E.  A. 
Zubashev,  a  member  of  the  Imperial  C'ouncil  of  Russia,  to  discuss  the 

Question  of  attracting  foreign  capital  to  Siberia.  It  was  decided  that 
orei^n  capital  would  bring  new  life  into  local  industry,  but  that  the 
exploitation  and  control  of  the  concerns  financed  by  foreign  capital 
should  be  entirely  within  the  sphere  of  Russian  influence. 

The  members  of  the  conference  considered  that  it  would  be  de- 
sirable that  American  capital  be  invested  in  the  construction  of  rail- 
ways and  the  improvement  of  waterways,  particularly  the  establish- 
ment of  a  trans-Ural  route.  In  addition,  the  conference  pointed 
out  several  branches  of  Russian  industry  in  which  the  inve.stment  of 
foreign  capital  would  answer  the  requirements  of  the  pre.^nt  moment 
and  serve  the  general  interests  of  the  Empire. 
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NOTES  FBOU  NOBTHWZST  DTTtTA. 

[Consul  James  Oliver  Lalag,  KaraeU.  Jan.  8.] 
Indigo  Crop  of  the  Panjab. 

The  final  forecast  of  the  Punjab  indigo  crop  has  been  made  and 
indicates  a  drop  in  quantity  of  45  per  cent  below  the  average  of  the 
last  five  years.  The  area  under  indigo,  20,588  acres,  was  larger  than 
last  year  by  200  acres;  the  unfavorable  outturn  was  due  to  bad 
growing  weather. 

The  gi*oss  outturn  of  seed  is  estimated  at  1,692,112  seers  (3^84,224 
pounds)  and  of  dye  at  167,069  seers  (334,138  pounds).  A  larger 
quantity  of  the  seed  was  put  aside  this  year  for  future  planting  t£m 
lormerly.  [An  article  on  the  natural  indigo  industry  of  In(£a,  by 
Consul  Laing,  appears  in  Commkbce  Befobts  for  Dec.  31, 1915.] 

Manfprove  Bark  Plentifal — Pulp  Concession. 

Experiments  are  being  made  by  the  forest  administration  of  In- 
dia to  obtain  a  more  satisfactory  extract  from  man^ove  bark  to  be 
used  in  tanning.  There  is  an  unlimited  supply  of  tlus  bark.  On  the 
outskirts  of  Karachi  there  is  a  mangrove  swamp  three  miles  long. 

A  concession  has  been  granted  to  cut  spruce  and  silver  fir  timW 
in  the  forests  of  Kulu,  northern  India,  for  the  use  of  a  wood-pulp 
mill  to  be  built.  The  name  of  the  firm  which  has  received  th«  con- 
cession is  not  stated,  but  any  American  house  interested  could  grt 
the  name  of  the  firm  from  the  forest  administration  in  Delhi. 

XaracM  Cattle. 

A  cattle  fiiir  was  held  recently  in  Landhi  near  Karachi  at  which 
the  famous  Karachi  cattle  were  exhibited.  This  breed  is  the  hump- 
backed native  stock.  The  cows  are  good  milkers,  and  if  properly  fed 
the  cattle  would  make  excellent  beef.  Strange  to  say  no  effort 
scientific  breedii^  is  made,  yet  the  cattle  are  sent  for  breeding  pur- 
poses as  far  as  Japan  and  Zanzibar.  A  movement  is  on  foot  to  re- 
strict the  export  of  Karachi  cattle,  as  the  foreign  buyer  naturally 
selects  the  b^  animals  and  the  native  farmer  fin<^  it  hard  to  resist 
the  price  offered. 

SPECIAL  FAGEINa  UETHODS. 

An  American  consular  officer  has  called  attention  to  a  special  style 
of  packing  that  has  been  adopted  by  certain  European  exporting 
houses  with  a  view  to  the  prevention  of  pilfering. 

The  report  states  that  the  merchandise  is  first  placed  in  an  ineade 
container,  which  is  then  bound  with  wire.  Burlap  is  wrapped  aroond 
the  entire  package,  and  this  wrappiAg  is  again  bound  with  wire  trans- 
versely, with  the  result  that  the  entire  wrapping  must  be  removed  to 
gain  access  to  the  inner  package.  The  package  prepared  in  this 
way  is  then  crated  or  boxed,  as  may  be  necessaiy.  In  the  outer 
crating  or  box  special  nails  of  serrated  form  are  used.  These  nails 
can  not  be  readily  removed  without  evidence  of  the  removal  appear- 
ing plainly  on  the  case.  This-  method  of  packing  is  not  adapted  to 
heavy  and  bulky  merchandise,  but  it  is  this  class  of  exports  that 
suffers  least  from  pilfering. 
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FABCHHEnrr  for  FISH-CANiriHO  nrBTTSTBIES. 

[Consul  Henr7  B.  Balch.  Sarmoulb,  Nora  Scotia,  Canada,  Feb.  10.] 

Fish  and  lobster  canners  of  the  Yarmouth  consular  district  are 
handicapped  because  of  the  shortage  of  parchment  which  is  used  in 
the  canning  industries  as  linings  for  the  cans.  Belgian  and  German 
parchment  have  heretofore  been  used  almost  exclusively;  but  now 
consumers  must  look  to  the  United  States  or  elsewhere  for  this  com- 
modity. There  are  about  75  canneries  of  various  sizes  engaged  in 
canning  fish  and  lobsters  in  the  Yarmouth  consular  district. 

Parcnment  mannfacturers  in  the  United  States  have  an  excellent 
opportunity  to  secure  this  trade  permanently  if  they  can  only  offer 
satisfai-tory  parchment.  The  chief  objection  brought  against  the 
American  parchment  is  the  indistinct  color  as  compared  with  the 
Belgian  and  German  manufactures.  This  objection,  however,  may 
"be  easily  overcome  if  the  canners  are  furnished  with  a  proper  guar- 
anty that  the  endurance  quality  of  parchment  produced  by  American 
manufacturers  is  equal  to  the  corresponding  grades  of  Belgian  and 
German  products. 

The  majority  of  the  canners  bny  their  parchment  from  the  local 
wholesale  dealers  [the  names  of  which  may  be  obtained  at  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices  by  referring 
to  fik  No.  72642].   

THTXOL  AS  A  PROOTTCT  OF  THE  PHQIPFINES. 

(J.  F.  Boomer,  corr^spoadon t.  UaollQ,  Dec.  HI.] 

During  the  discussion  of  the  manufacture  of  thymol  in  the  United 
States,  arising  from  the  greatly  increased  price  of  the  drug,  the  fact 
has  been  overlooked  that  a  plant  from  the  seeds  of  which  thymol  is 
made  is  widely  distributed  in  the  Philippine  Islands.  It  is  not  culti- 
vated in  large  areas  anywhere  in  the  country,  but  small  quantities 
of  the  seeds  are  sold  in  many  sections.  The  seed  is  used  by  the 
Filipinos  for  food,  much  as  caraway  and  allied  seeds  are  used  in  the 
United  States.  In  fact,  many  of  the  related  seeds  also  abound  in  a 
small  way  in  the  islands.  Th.re  is  no  apparent  leason  why  these 
seeds  could  not  be  produced  in  abundance  in  almost  any  part  of  the 
country,  if  a  market  for  them  were  made  available. 

Concerning  this  plant  and  similar  ones.  Prof.  Elmer  D.  Merrill, 
chief  botanist  for  the  Philippine  Government,  says: 

Carum  roptieum  Is  commonly  cultlvnted  fo.  itn  seeils,  whicli  In  form  and 
tntte  rewmblp  nnlse.  There  la  n  large  variety  of  «lniiljir  seeda.  nearly  related, 
■ncli  as  cnniwoy,  coriander,  etc..  most  of  which  thrive  In  the  I'hilippines.  and 
are  fw>lfl  ut  retail  on  a  very  Rmnll  wnle.  But  no  efTort  has  yet  been  made  to 
develop  nny  of  these  on  p  commercial  ncnle. 

(The  propoRed  manufticture  of  thymol  In  India  wrs  mentioned  In  Cohmkrcb 
Repobts  for  Feb.  14. 1910.  nnd  a  full  discussion  of  Its  productioo  was  pabllshed 
In  the  ISBiie  of  Aug.  9, 1&15.1 


Benilti  of  a  Confidential  Cirenlar. 

An  import  and  exp0"t  firm  in  Philadelphia  writes  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  that  it  was  successful  in  securing 
a  $20,000  order  in  connection  with  Confidential  Circular  No,  870 
issued  by  the  Bureau. 
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PBIBIL0F8  GAS  SUPPLY  BOSS  FEBTTT.TZTSS. 

Secretary  of  Commerce  Redfield,  in  a  letter  to  Hon.  J.  W.  Alex- 
ander, transmitting  a  report  from  the  Bureau  of  Fisheries  relative  to 

the  deposits  of  bones  on  the  Pribilof  Islands,  states : 

Your  attention  Is  invilod  to  a  copy  of  an  Identical  report  pruented  by  the 
Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Soils  of  the  Department  of  AKtlculture  to  the  Semteiy 
of  Agriculture  and  by  the  Conimfssloner  of  Fineries  to  me  concenUnc  tlw 
large  bone  deposits  which  have  Iteen  found  to  be  available  on  ttie  PrfbUof 
iRlnmls.  They  represent  the  accumulation  of  a  century  or  more  and  constftute 
probnbly  Uie  largest  known  bone  depositR  In  the  world.  Tb^  hare  not  been 
fully  surveyed,  but  one  of  the  deiwslts  (aud  there  are  many)  Ilea  at  the  water 
front  nnd  Is  a  mile  long  by  half  ii  mile  broad.  Its  thickness  Is  not  fully  de- 
termined, but  an  average  depth  of  2  feet  is  perhaps  a  reasonable  estimate,  and 
In  places  where  it  has  been  exposed  by  the  sea  or  by  workings  it  la  known  to 
be  6  feet  deep. 

The  value  of  these  deposits  Is  large;  cwtalnly  it  nins  Into  tlie  milllooi, 

possibly  Info  many  miltlous  of  dollars.  The  physical  conditions  have  pneemA 
the  fertilizing  properties  of  the  bones  In  a  remarkable  way,  as  the  analysis 
shows.  Our  agriculture  greatly  needs  this  material,  and  the  demand  Is  sndi 
that  the  wholesale  price  for  raw  ground  bone  was  $35  a  ton  in  December. 
Grinding  is  cheap,  costing,  say,  75  cents  a  ton.  An  abundant  supply  of  labw 
is  available  on  the  siwt 

The  problem  of  utilizing  this  Immense  deposit  is  one  of  tranqmrtatlon.  It 
Immediately  concerns  the  farmers  of  our  Innd  to  have  it  bronght  Into  use  as 
promptly  and  as  cheaply  as  possible.  Here  are  many  cargoes  available,  calllsg 
for  transportation  of  a  ninterinl  the  country  needs;  here  Is  a  Oovecpment 
asset  of  undetermined  but  great  value;  here  is  the  fertilizer  of  which  our  fields 
are  In  need.  Where  are  the  shiiis  to  bring  it  to  market?  The  depoEdts  are 
Government  property,  to  be  develoi)ed  for  the  account  of  the  Public  Treasury, 
and  ordinary  business  sense  dictates  that  the  development  should  be  as  prompt 
as  possible. 

The  matter  has  come  definitely  to  my  knowledge  within  a  few  days  sod  Is 
now  presented  to  yon  for  the  consideration  of  your  committee  in  conneetkn 
with  the  pending  bill  to  establish  a  United  States  8hln>liig  board  in  the  tltoagU 
that  yonr  wisdom  may  provide  a  means  of  dealing  In  an  appropriate  manner 
with  this  valuable  asset. 

&eport  of  Commissioner  of  Fisheries. 

"With  reference  to  the  possibility  of  iising  the  depc^ts  of  bones  on 
the  Pribilof  Islands  for  fertilizer  purposes  in  the  United  States  ex 
abroad,  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Fisheries  states  in  part: 

The  supply  of  bone  In  recent  years  has  been  limited.  Most  of  that  dov 
available  is  turned  out  as  a  by-product  of  the  meat-itacktng  establliriimentSi  ud 
ve  annually  import  about  91,000,000  worth  from  abroad.  Tbeae  InqMvts  cone 
mainly  from  Argentina,  Canada,  Mexico,  and  Uruguay,  with  a  small  amoiuit 
from  Belgium.  It  is  thus  apparent  that  the  material  is  valuable  enon^  to  bear 
the  cost  of  shipment  for  long  distances. 

The  chemical  analysis  made  by  the  Bureau  of  Soils  of  specimens  of  bone  fran 
the  bottom  and  from  the  surface  of  the  deposits  on  the  Islands  shows  tn  aver- 
age of  about  4.5  per  cent  of  nitrogen  and  almnt  23  per  cent  of  phOFphoric  add, 
equivalent  to  5.5  iicr  cent  ammunia  and  50.3  per  cent  bone  pboqjhate.  Tbe 
wholesale  price  for  raw  ground  bone  of -about  thla  quality  was  trmo  $27.25  to 
$28  a  ton  in  December,  1913,  when  normal  prices  prevailed,  and  $85  a  ton  lo 
I>ecember,  lOin.  Tiie  retail  price  in  March,  1914,  wiven  practically  nornsl 
prices  provailetl,  was  alwut  $:t8  a  ton,  and  the  price  in  December,  1915,  about 
^41.  Tlu-se  figures  include  tlie  co.st  of  grinding  the  bone,  whicli  In  the  United 
States  would  he  about  75  cents  n  ton. 

Ground  iwne  for  fertilizer  purp<ises  is  used  more  largely  in  tbe  Northeastern 
section  of  tiie  country  than  elsewhere,  and  It  Is  probable  that  t!ie  deporits  on 
tlie  rrlbllof  Islands  would  have  to  he  bronght  within  reach  of  tills  sectku  to 
■find  the  most  favorable  market.  No  freight  rate  from  tlie  islands  to  tbe  Pacific 
const  ports  of  the  United  States  can  be  given,  since  no  freight  carriers  n^olarly 
call  at  the  Islands.  From  the  Pacific  const  to  the  Atlantic  seaboard,  via  Oe 
Panama  Canal,  freight  rates  in  normal  times  are  about  $6  a  too.  Tbe  list 
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gnoted  rate  before  the  recent  clostns  of  the  canal  was,  however,  between  $11 
and  $12  a  ton,  and  the  rate  will  probably  be  near  those  flgtires  upon  the  reopen* 
Ing  of  the  canal.  A  Navy  collier  takes  coal  to  Alaskan  points  and  to  the 
lalandB  amral  times  a  year  and  retams  empty.  It  Is  possible  that  arrange- 
ments mleht  be  made  by  which  satih  vessel  coald  be  used  as  a  means  of  trans- 
porting the  dq>oslts  to  the  United  States.  A  Navy  collier  could  probably  carry 
flro  or  six  thousand  tons  of  the  bone  and  conid  land  the  cargo  at  Norfolk  within 
easy  reach  of  the  best  market.  It  is  possible  also  thnt  one  or  more  of  the  large 
fertilizer  companies  might  contract  to  handle  the  deposits  under  such  restric- 
tiona  as  the  Secretsry  of  Commerce  might  decide  were  advisable.  If  the  privi- 
lege of  utilizing  the  refuse  parts  of  the  seals  killed  in  coming  years  Is  awarded 
to  a  private  firm  on  competitive  bids,  the  working  of  the  old  deposits  might 
very  pr(^)erly  be  made  ft  part  of  the  same  eratract 

Xaok  of  Earbors. 

The  dilBculties  of  the  situation  are  the  absence  of  harbors  and  the  boisterous 
Burf,  making  necessary  the  use  of  lighters  or  the  running  of  aerial  cable?  from 
the  shore  to  an  off-lying  vessel.  The  loading  of  the  material  with  lighters 
would  be  possible  only  In  summer,  as  at  other  seasons  there  is  too  much  risk 
to  small  boats  in  making  landings  through  the  surf.  The  coal  and  supplies 
now  brought  to  the  Islands  are  unloaded  by  lighters  and  the  same  boats  re- 
turning empty  to  the  vessel  might  be  employed  to  carry  the  bones.  The  time 
needed  to  load  the  vessel  would,  therefore,  not  be  much  greater  than  that  now 
employed  In  unloading,  since  the  two  operations  could  be  carried  on  simul- 
taneously. The  native  inltabitants  of  the  seal  Islands  can  be  employed  in 
di^ng  out  the  deposits  and  making  them  ready  for  shipment,  but  it  Is  believe<l 
that  labor  from  the  mainland  will  be  necessary  for  the  full  exploitation  of 
the  bones  after  commercial  killing  is  resumed,  because  the  natives  will  then 
be  fully  occupied  in  caring  for  the  fresh  carcasses.  The  cost  of  native  labor 
could  be  fixed  at  the  rate  of  $1.50  a  day. 

It  is  possible  that  a  market  nearer  the  islands  might  be  found  io  Japaa, 
which  country  annually  imports  considerable  quantities  of  fertilizer  material. 
The  present  price  of  sulphuric  add  has  tended  to  reduce  the  sui^ly  of  a<M 
phosphate  and  to  increase  the  price,  and  under  existing  conditions  any  addi- 
tional source  of  phosphates  and  ammonia  la  to  be  welcomed. 


UaHTHOXTSE  TENDER  "BOSS"  lAVNCHED. 

The  twin-screw,  steam-propelled  lighthouse  tender  Rose^  under 
ccHi^ruction  for  the  Lighthouse  Service  by  the  Anderson  Steamboat 
Co^  Seattle,  Wash.,  was  successfully  launched  on  February  19,  1916. 
iThis  vessdj  when  completed,  wiU  be  assigned  for  duty  in  the  asven- 
teenth  li^thouse  district,  embracing  the  coasts  of  Washington  and 
Oregon. 

The  hull  Is  coustmcted  of  steel,  and  has  a  length  of  127  feet  6  Inches  over  all, 
a  molded  beam  of  24  feet  6  inches,  and  a  depth  of  hold  of  11  feet.  Its  displace- 
ment at  7  feet  draft  Is  390  tons.  The  steam-generating  plant  consists  of  two 
water-tube  bcrilers  nsli^  oil  for  fuel.  The  main  prt^ltng  machlnory  will  be 
two  tripie-expnnslon  engines. 

Tbe  principal  auxiliaries  consist  of  one  surface  condenser,  main  and  auxiliary 
■ir  pumps,  circulating  puuni,  duplicate  feed  pumiw,  feed  tanks,  feed-water 
heater,  grease  extractor,  fire  pump  and  duplicate  feed  injectors,  sanitary  pumps 
and  tanks,  with  hot  and  cold  water  systems.  The  buoy  deck  forward  Is  fitted 
with  a  steam  windlass,  a  derrick  mast,  a  steam  holster  with  vertical  winch 
heads  on  deck^  having  a  lifting  capacity  of  8  tons. 

The  vessd  throughout  Is  lighted  by  electricity,  supplied  by  a  steam-turbine 
fen^ating  set  The  living  quarters  of  the  vessel  will  be  steam  heated. 


Six  Uma  of  malleable-iron  strapping  and  $1,000  worth  of  automo- 
bile tires  were  pmvhased  from  the  United  States  during  the  Decem- 
ber quarter  by  Jerez  de  la  Frontera  firms  that  were  put  m  touch  with 
the  manufacturers  by  Consul  Paul  H.  Foster,  of  tliat  Spanish  city. 
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TSASE  OF  ALASKA  IV  1915. 

[Offlcc  of  Collector  o(  Customs,  JuDoan,  Alaska.  Jan.  20.] 

In  the  calendar  year  1915,  in  which  the  United  States  made  such 
marked  advances  industrially  and  in  trade,  the  trade  of  the  Territory 
of  Alaska  showed  an  inci'ease  of  more  than  $12,000,000  over  the 
preceding  year. 

The  increased  imports,  consisting  largely  of  merchandise  from  the 
T7nited  States,  entered  into  the  mining  development  of  the  southeast- 
ern and  the  railroad  exploitation  in  the  southern  sections.  Tlie  in- 
crease in  exports  affected  all  parts  of  the  Territory  except  the  Yukon 
Valley,  the  products  of  which,  consisting  mostly  of  placer  gold,  have 
been  steadily  declining  for  the  last  five  years.  The  balance  of  tradd 
in  favor  of  the  Territory,  gradually  increasing  with  each  year's 
returns,  in  1915  reached  a  vahie  of  nearly  $27,000,000. 

The  decrease  in  value  of  merchandise  from  foreign  ports  is  due 
largely  to  the  value  of  foreign  coal  consigned  to  Alaska  entered  at 
Seattle.  While  the  figures  are  not  available,  it  is  believed  that  with 
this  addition  the  amount  would  equal  that  of  last  year. 

Total  Trade  for  Last  Four  T«ars. 

Imports  and  exports  of  foreign  gold  and  silver,  and  most  of  the 
foreign  exports  shown  in  the  following  table,  are  in  transit.  The 
other  items  in  the  following  table  cover  the  actual  trade  of  the  Terii- 
tory  for  the  last  four  calendar  years: 


Itana. 
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IQU 

in4 

vni 

iMPnKTa. 

HBTChandbe  from  the  United  Statas  

Gold  and  illver  from  foreign  ports  

tn.9B2,7« 
US.034 
3,M0,S46 

Tsi.m 

4.330, 985 

I3I,«IO,MO 
602,094 
3.57h,000 

fiO0,SI9 
4.IZI,S30 

30,758,341 

an.  7(11, 848 

2ft,S4B,M4 

3b,OI7.307 

If  erchandise  and  sold  and  silver  to  tbreiin  porta  

Dunostic  KOM  ana  sitvar  to  the  United  SiatM  

rorelfD  gold  and  silver  to  tbe  United  Sutes  

Total  exports  

24,T93,mn 

l,6»,7f(0 
ie,0:»,70& 
3,7(M,I73 

22,262,1)42 
1,348,878 

12,B59,3S6 
4,  son.  Ml 

25,427,873 
1,047.740 

I4,r».0(» 
3,450.400 

34,2U.zn 
l,3SS.U0 

10.090, 4U 
8.3ait.0U 

4ft,  ltfa,M4 

44.055.924  1  KNM.KU 

Tt,9M,M 

tn,&a,&a 

70,603,808  1  &(,874.ia 

Trlaolpal  Articles  Exported  to  United  States. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  principal  articles  of 
domestic  merchandise  and  of  gold  and  silver  shipped  from  Alaska 
to  the  United  States  during  the  last  four  calendar  years: 

Articles 

19U 
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U14 

mi 

IZ,3M,UI 

iT,m,3n 
aM,in 

»7  301 
411,411 

ta.m 

81,47S 

i04,m 
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l,3SS,471 
16.000^411 

C^w  on  and  matte  

S4,g04,7U 

1S,&SI,T94 
607,243 
U9,52g 
41,es2 
213,339 
'■2S,&M 
129,375 

13, 340,438 
1,074,  «t3 
1,092,274 
63,667 
£43,096 

672,  ten 

129,375 

n,au,M2 

17,800,315 
750,512 
tOR,g3l 
61,4eS 

m,M 

CIO, 401 
107, S47 
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fO.KSl 
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92,588 
72,734 
1,707,532 
12.930,260 
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71,400 
1,236,132 

i4,739,gn 

(,825,  en 

39,212,308 

40,157,779 
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To  the  total  for  1915  ($50,335,683)  should  be  added  the  following 
items  not  shown  in  the  table :  Copper  ore^  exported  to  Anyoz,  British 
Columbia,  $318-996;  fresh  fish,  diverted  to  Prince  Rupert,  British 
Columbia,  $269,668;  Government  furs  from  the  Pribilof  Islands, 
$124,765;  furs,  shipped  by  mail  (estimated),  $150,000;  total,  $863,429. 
The  greatest  gain  was  in  copper  ore  and  matte,  an  increase  of  over 
276  per  cent,  due  not  so  much  to  the  higher  price  as  to  the  greater 
production.  It  has  been  ascertained  that  ore  to  the  value  of  more 
than  ^,000,000  has  been  mined  and  delivered  at  the  seaboard  ready 
for  shipment.  A  substantial  gain  was  made  in  the  gold  and  silver 
shipments,  the  greatest  increase  being  from  the  southeastern  division. 
The  fish  product  was  greater  than  in  1914,  amounting  to  $19,603,680. 
This  amount  is  obtained  by  adding  to  the  sum  of  the  first  three  items 
of  this  commodity  in  the  table  the  value  of  the  shipments  to  Prince 
Bupert  shown  above.  Antimony  and  lead  ore  and  matte  are  new 
items  in  the  report  and  will  doubtless  gain  in  importance. 

The  greatest  decrease  appears  in  furs,  owing  to  the  low  prices 
prevftilmg,  the  elimination  of  the  Government  product  and  the  ship- 
ments by  mail.  The  latter  information  was  not  received  in  time  for 
inclusion  in  the  table,  but  Uie  addition  of  these  would  result  in  a  more 
favorable  showing. 

The  item  "  ail  other  merchandise  "  includes  live  animals,  curios, 
garnets,  ivory,  jewelry,  trophies,  vegetables,  whalebone,  products  or 
Uie  United  States  returned,  etc. 
latywrti  from  United  States,  by  Stvlilons  and  Portt. 

In  segregating  the  shipments  -of  merchandise  from  the  United 
States  to  the  different  divisions,  the  marked  increase  in  value  of 
shipments  to  the  southern  division  in  1915  is  noted  and  indicates  the 
shifting  of  the  center  of  activity  to  that  section.  Although  the 
southeastern  division  has  continued  the  extensive  develoi)ment  and 
installation  of  the  last  three  years  and  there  is  much  promise  for  the 
future,  the  building  of  the  railroad  to  the  coal  deposits  and  to  the 
interior,  the  development  of  the  coal  and  ore  bodies,  the  attendant 
settlement  of  the  district  with  its  investments  and  improvements, 
which  promises  to  extend  over  a  period  of  years,  will,  it  is  predicted, 
bring  southern  Alaska  into  a  position  of  greater  prominence. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  merchandise  shipped 
from  the  .United  States  to  the  principal  places  in  the  different 
divisions  of  Alaska  in  1914  and  1915 : 
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390,561 
1,002,372 
3U,5SB 
2,4U,7aO 

$480,760 
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143,376 
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1,002,931 
860,446 

2,607,038 

Mivi^l  

Total  waaibtufta 
Alaaka.  

11,076,  fi32 

10,320,411 
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SOmBERH  AUau. 

riilftnik  

Chitlna  

CordovB  

Eltamar  

Karluk  

Katalla  

Kodtok  

IMaattM   
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£ewiunl...  

Uyak  :  
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All  other  places  

Total  aouthem  Alaska. 
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Plaoea. 

19U 

1915 

Places. 
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BERDtO  SEA,  KTC. 

SI,  227, 7S7 
46,799 
37,445 
76,02) 
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1,141,317 

S1,455,A34 

37,802 
29,713 
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SITEOH  DISTIUCT— OOOld. 
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323,343 
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353,137 
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219,IM 
203,771 
640. 34S 
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7».m 

Teller  and  Port  ClBrence.. 

Total  Bering  Sea, 

Total  YnkOQ  db- 

3,616,983 

3,94fl,582 

2.978.640 

2.7M.08I 

YVXON  DlSnUCT. 

14,9S4 
6^142 

4,ftl7 
38,607 

21,610,860 

The  exports  from  the  United  States  to  each  division  of  Alaska  in 
1911,  l!>l-2,  and  1013  were  as  follows:  Southeastern  Alaska,  $5,492,4ie 
in  1911,  $9,769,224  in  1912,  and  $9,725,472  in  1913;  southern  Alaska, 
$3,246,464  in  1911,  $4,321,689  in  1912,  and  $3,979,178  in  1913:  Bering 
Sea,  $2,919,456  in  1911.  $4,168,934  in  1912.  and  $4,200,520  in  1913; 
Yukon  district,  $3,510,813  in  1911.  $3,732,914  in  1912,  and  $3,784,520 
in  1913 ;  total,  $15,169,149  in  1911,  $21,992,761  in  1912,  and  $21,689,690 
in  1913. 

Shlppl&ir  at  Alaskan  Forts. 

The  following  table  shows  the  shipping  entered  nnd  cleared  in  the 
domestic  and  foreign  trade  of  the  principal  Alaskan  ports  in  1914 
and  1915 : 
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rOBEIOH  TBADB. 
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A  booklet  entitled  "  General  Information  Begarding  Alaska  "  was 
issued  in  1915  by  the  Department  cf  the  Interior  and  ma.y  be  obtained 
from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Govei*nment  Printing  Office, 
Washington. 
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COHTSOL  OF  nrVESTHENTS  IN  AUSTRALIA. 

[COBuMrdal  Anacb<  WUllom  C.  Downs,  UelbouriM^  Jan.  IS.] 
In  pursuance  of  the  extraordmary  powers  granted  to  the  Govern- 
ment nnder  the  War  Precautions  Acts,  the  Prime  Minister  of 
Australia  on  January  13  issued  a  notice  that  in  order  to  safeguard 
the  financial  position  of  the  Commonwealth  it  was  considered  neceS' 
Bary  to  exercise  some  control  over  issues  of  fresh  capital ;  that  before 
any  new  flotations  of  companies  or  increases  in  the  capital  of  exist- 
ing companies  would  be  allowed  the  proposed  flotations  or  increases 
must  be  referred  to  the  Treasurer  of  tlie  Commonwealth  and  his  per- 
mission secured;  and  that  it  would  be  necessary  in  the  future  to  fur- 
nish the  Treasurer  with  full  {>articulars  of  any  proposed  new  com- 
panies, and,  in  the  case  of  existing  companies,  the  reasons  for  the 
proposed  increase  of  capital. 

A  further  extension  of  power  over  existing  corporations  was  as- 
sumed by  the  Federal  Government  on  January  14  by  the  announce- 
ment that  companies  incorporated  in  Australia,  having  on  their 
share  lists  the  names  of  persons  of  enemv  nationality  or  origin,  would 
be  allowed  a  period  of  three  months  from  that  date  within  which 
the  holding  of  shares  in  such  companies  by  such  persons  must  be 
discontinued;  that  this  ruling  would  apply  also  to  naturalized  per- 
sons, and  no  exceptions  would  be  allowed  without  the  permission  of 
the  Attorney  General.  No  future  transfer  of  shares  to  persons  of 
enemy  nationality  or  origin  will  be  permitted. 

COKSTJLAS  WOKE  SELLS  AKEBICAN  OOOSS  US  DEIHCABE. 

[Consul  General  E.  O.  Winslow,  CopcnlUflen,  Jen.  17.] 

As  the  result  of  the  publication  in  Commerce  Ebposts  of  "  Trade 
Opportunities"  and  various  commercial  articles  forwarded  by  the 
Copenhagen  consulate  general  and  of  other  trade-extension  work  on 
the  part  of  this  office,  much  new  American  trade  is  being  opened  up 
here.  Within  the  past  quarter  exporters  of  the  United  States  have 
sold  to  Copenhagen  firms  28,000  cans  of  fruit,  400  barrels  of  New 
Orleans  molasses,  1,130  typewriter  parts,  31,000  pounds  of  §rass  seed, 
36,000  pounds  of  Alaska  salmon,  61,000  pounds  of  California  prunes, 
800  tubs  of  low-grade  butter  (something  new),  198,000  pounds  of 
wheat  flour  for  the  Provinces,  7,000  pounds  of  curtain  poles  (some- 
thing new),  cotton  goods,  $1,000;  egg  albumen,  $24,000;  twine, 
$1,600;  fine  kid  leathers,  $-21,000;  heavy  leather,  $31,000;  sole  leather, 
$310,000;  and  dress  goods,  $30,000. 

AMEBICAN  COKSTTLAR  OFFK^EKS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  abs^UK  in 
the  United  States  And  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions : 
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1021  Clinton  8tr«et.  Fhllad«lphfa,  Pa. 
1978  West  85th  Street,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
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Century  OInb,  7  West  43d  BtreM,  Nev 
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NvTine,  Edwin  L  

Ooodler,  James  H  
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FOREIGK  TBADE  OFFOSTUUITIES. 


Beurred  addresiieR  may  he  abrnfned  from  the  Bsre-an  and  Its  dlatrl«t  otilcvs.  Reqnrt 
for  eacb  opportuoltr  abould  be  on  a  separate  sbeet  and  tbe  lUe  nnmber  glveo. 

Cotton  gootla.  No.  20197. — A  firm  In  Portujml  Informs  an  Ainerlcnn  consular 
offlrer  that  it  is  interested  in  cotton  prints  for  the  Afrlnin  trnile.  Siiini»les 
of  the  g(HMl8  rleslretl,  100,000  .vnnis  of  each  sample  belns  used  nniiuiilly, 
mny  be  exnmtne<l  nt  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.  (liefer  to  file  No. 
7i;381.)    Oirrespondence  may  be  In  English. 

Yarn.  No.  20198. — A  man  in  Cuba  writes  that  he  desires  to  establish  com- 
mercial relations  with  American  manufacturers  of  yarn. 

Hardware,  No.  20199. — An  American  consular  ofRcer  in  India  reports  that  a 
man  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  price  li.Hts  from 
American  manufacturers  of  hardware,  such  as  wire  nails,  staples,  plate 
and  window  glass,  aluminum  ware,  paints,  bolts  and  nuts,  cement,  etc. 

Lentes  for  pocUet  lamps,  etc..  No.  20200.— The  eommerclnl  nttachC  of  the 
Department  of  Conmierre  In  France  reports  thnt  a  man  in  that  country 
Is  In  the  market  for  lenses  for  pocket  lamps,  sizes  30  nnd  33  millimeters 
(about  1.1811  nnd  1.2992  Inches).  A  sample  of  the  30-mIlliiueter  lens 
ma.v  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  offices.  (Refer  to  file  No. 
1084.)  The  man  Is  also  desirous  of  securing  3i  volt  miniature  electric 
bulbs  for  pocket  lamps. 

Mattress  wire.  No.  20201. — An  American  consular  officer  In  the  Unlte<l  Kingdom 
writes  thnt  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  quotations,  c.  1.  £. 
British  ports,  from  American  manufacturers  of  umttress  wire. 

Sulphate  o}  copper,  No.  20202. — A  man  in  Spain  Informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  he  desires  to  communicate  Immediately  with  American  manu- 
facturers of  sulphate  of  copper,  with  a  view  to  purchasing  large  quantities. 
Quotations  are  desired  by  cable.    Correspondence  should  be  Id  Spanish. 

Cocoa  beans,  cocoa  butter,  and  glasstoare.  No.  20203. — An  American  cunsnlnr 
officer  In  Canada  writes  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  communlaite 
with  American  exporters  of  cocoa  l)eans  and  cocoa  butter,  and  manuf&o 
turers  of  table  glassware.   References  are  giTen. 

SfaJiogany  blofks.  No.  20204.~An  American  consular  officer  In  Sweden  reports 
thnt  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  t>e  place<l  In  touch  with  Amerlcnn 
exporters  of  mahogany  blocks  for  use  In  making  furniture  la  Its  own 
factories. 

Copper,  tin,  and  solder.  No.  20205. — A  man  In  Greece  Informs  an  American 
consular  officer  thnt  he  desires  to  communicate  with  American  exporters  of 
copper,  tin,  and  solder.  Terms  and  possible  dates  of  shipments  are  desired 
Immediately.   Correspondence  should  be  In  French. 

Agrirvltvral  macltinerif.  Itardicare,  etc..  No.  20206.— A  commercial  spent  of 
the  Bureou  reports  that  a  representative  of  an  association  of  business 
men  und  manufacturers  of  France,  now  in  the  Unittxl  States,  desires  to 
receive  cntatogues  and  price  lists  from  Amerlcnn  manufacturers  of  agri- 
cultural machinery,  gas  heaters,  hotise  furnishing  goods,  and  electrical 
household  fixtures. 

Oil  cloths.  No.  20207.— An  Amerlran  consular  officer  tn  the  Uniteil  KIngilom 
reports  thnt  n  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  Anierlc&n 
ninnufnctnrers  of  oil  cloths  for  ImusehoUI  purposes. 

Chlorate  of  tmtash.  No.  20208.— .A  firm  In  Portugal  Informs  an  American  con- 
sular officer  thnt  it  is  In  the  market  for  from  10  to  20  tons  of  chlorate 
of  potash.  It  Is  stated  that  credit  will  he  opened  In  New  York.  Ccnre- 
spondence  may  be  In  English. 

Wool,  No.  20209.— A  commercial  agent  of  tbe  Bureau  reports  that  a  man  in 
Spidn  desires  to  represent  American  exporters  of  carded  wool,  wltliout  olL 
Reference  Is  given. 

UachiHvrii,  No.  20210.— A  firm  In  the  Unltetl  States  writes  that  is  desires  to  be 
plaml  In  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of  innchiiiery  fur  extmctlug 
and  brushing  sisnl  fiber  and  for  weaving  the  fiber  Into  sacks. 

Codfish,  potatoes,  beef  and  pork,  hams,  etc.,  No.  20211. — A  commercial  agent 
of  the  Bureau  transudts  an  Inquiry  from  n  umu  in  Cuba  who  desires  to 
ooiinuunlcate  with  American  exporters  of  codfish,  potatoes,  beef  awl  pork. 
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bams,  pare  lard  and  sobstltntes,  rice,  red  and  wliite  beans,  peas,  onions, 
apples,  butter,  cheese,  flour,  salmon,  groceries,  sundries,  bardware,  barbed 
wire,  cement,  and  dry  goods,  etc. 

XWpAote  of  copper,  No.  20212. — A  commercial  organization  In  the  United  States 
transmits  an  inquiry  from  a  Arm  In  Italy  which  desires  to  represent  Ameri* 
can  maaufacCorers  and  exporters  of  sulphate  of  copper. 

Jnk  containers^  No.  20213. — The  commercial  attache  of  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce in  France  reports  that  a  man  in  thiit  country  desires  to  communicate 
with  American  manufacturers  of  terra-cotta  Ink  containers  of  tlie  follow- 
ing dimensions:  1  liter  (0.26418  gal.),  }  liter  (0.13208  gal.),  i  liter  (0.06004 
gal.),  aud  i  liter  (0.03302  gal.). 

TwinCf  No.  20214. — ^A  firm  In  the  United  States  transmits  an  Inquiry  from  Its 
correspondent  In  England  which  desires  to  represent  American  manufac- 
turers of  twine. 

Bluing  materialg.  No.  20215.— A  firm  In  the  United  States,  wltb  a  branch  In 
Mexico,  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  building  materials, 
for  export  to  Mexico.  It  Is  stated  that  25  per  cent  cash  will  be  paid  In  New 
York  with  order,  and  balance  by  draft  against  documeuts  upon  arrival  of 
goods  at  destination. 

Cast-iron  pipe,  steam  pumps,  etc..  No.  20216. — A  flirm  in  the  United  States  re- 
ports that  its  correspondent  In  Uruguay  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  prices, 
and  full  Information  from  American  manufacturers  of  steel  molds  for  con- 
crete pipes  of  20,  30,  40,  50,  GO,  80  centimeters  ( 1  centimeter  equals  0.3037 
Id.),  and  1  meter  (3.28  ft.)  diameter;  cast-iron  piping  for  water  supply 
of  towns,  with  accessories,  such  as  valves,  posts,  connecting  pieces,  etc. ;  and 
steam  pumps  of  all  sizes. 

Food  produef*,  grmsea,  and  lord*,  No.  2(K217. — ^A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bu- 
reau reports  that  a  man  In  Switzerland  desires  to  represent  American 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  food  products,  greases,  and  lards.  Re£- 
ermce  is  given. 

Pencfli,  No.  20218. — An  American  consular  officer  In  an  Island  possession  re- 
ports a  possible  market  for  American  lead  pencils.  Samples,  marked 
"sampUa,  of  no  commercial  value,"  together  with  catalogues,  prices,  and 
fall  Information,  should  be  seat  to  the  cousulate. 

Machinery,  No.  2<^10.— A  firm  In  the  United  States  writes  that  It  has  an  In- 
quiry from  China  for  machinery  to  manufacture  egg-yolk  powder  soluble  In 
water. 

Targets  for  amusement  park.  No.  20220. — An  American  consular  ofBcer  in 
Uruguay  reports  a  posslhle  market  for  outfits  of  Image,  moving,  and  other 
fancy  tagets  for  amusement  parks.  Catalogues,  prices,  and  full  Informa- 
tion should  be  sent  to  the  consulate. 

Bailing  vessel.  No.  20221. — A  Arm  in  Portugal  informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  it  is  in  the  market  for  a  sailing  vessel,  complete  and  ready  to 
sail,  not  older  than  IS  years,  schooner  or  square-rigged  barketlne  belug 
pr^erred,  of  between  500  and  1,500  tons  dend-welght.  If  possible,  it  should 
be  copper  sheatbed  over  felt.  It  Is  stated  that  the  firm  is  willing  to  pay 
op  to  $25,000,  against  documents.  Specifications  and  full  Information 
should  be  sent.  Correspondence  may  be  In  English.  Reference  Is  0ren.  • 

EUetrolvtUs  copiper,  Ko.  20222.— An  American  consular  officer  in  the  Nether- 
lands writes  that  a  firm  in  his  district  Is  In  the  market  for  electrolytic 
copper.  Reference  la  given.  Correspondence  may  be  In  Engllsb. 


Diftrict  Offlees  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commeroe. 

S«w  Totk,  Boon  409  TTalted  States  Customhouse;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
Valted  States  Cnstamhoute;  Chloago,  S04  Federal  Bnllding;  Bt  £ob1s,  40S  Third 
Batlonal  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Balldiag;  New  Orleans,  1020 
Hlbernia  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  306  United  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
tSS  Alaska  Building.  Cooperative  dlstriot  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
■eroe;  Cinoiuati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commeroe; 
Detroit,  Board  of  Commerce;  Fblladelphia,  Chamber  of  Commeroe;  Bave^ozt 
<Zowa),  Commerelal  Club. 
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COMMERCE  BEPOBTS. 


NEW  CONCESSIONS  AND  COMPANIES  IN  CHIUB. 

(Commercial  Attocb#  V.  L.  Harms,  Ssatlago.] 

Commercial  development  in  Chile  is  indicated  in  the  following  list 
of  concessions  granted  by  the  Chilean  Government  and  published  in 
recent  numbers  of  the  Diario  Oficiai.  These  {xmcessions  point  to 
activity  in  different  lines: 

Eleotrle  lighting  Plants. 

Tbe  "  Ciiinpanfa  El^ctrlca  de  OopinpA  "  Is  InRtaUtng  an  electric  lighting  system. 
CopinpO  Is  the  capital  of  the  Provint-e  of  Atncama. 

Alfuhso  Luckhekie,  Puerto  Yarns,  Chile,  has  spcured  pertntsslon  to  Inf^tnll  an 
electric  liKhtlng  system  In  thnt  jmrt,  which  is  a  stn-iH  town  in  s<»uthern  Chile. 

The  concession  for  electric  itgiitins;  of  Talcahuano  nus  been  transferred  to 
George  C.  Kenrick,  who  can  be  addressed  at  Tiilcahuauo.  It  is  a  jMirt  Iwnted 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Bio  Bio  River  about  8  kilometers  (5  miles)  from  ConeepcWa. 

B.allway  aad  Street  Car  lines. 

Samuel  Snicedo  (Solnr),  Renca,  has  asked  permission  to  bnlld  an  electric 
railway,  60  centimeter  gauge,  al)out  fi}  kllomt'ters  long,  from  Renca  to  Santiago. 

Bernardo  Larraln  C.  has  secured  permisssion  to  build  a  railway  from  S&n 
Pedro  to  Manzanares,  1  meter  gauge.  He  may  be  addressed  as  "  Gerente  de  la 
Soeledad  Ferrocarrll  Puerto  .v  Balnearlo  de  Qulntero,  Chile." 

The  "  Sociedad  Ohilena-Alemana-Holaadesa  "  has  secured  permisssion  to  balld 
a  railroad  from  the  mines  of  Aigarrobo  (Department  of  Vallenar)  to  a  point 
on  the  line  bet\veen  Vallenar  and  lluasco,  near  the  station  of  Maitenclllo.  The 
railway  Is  to  have  a  meter  gauge  and  is  to  be  about  50  kilometa^  (31  miles) 
long.   The  company  can  be  addresseil  at  MInas  Aigarrobo,  Vallenar,  Chile. 

Uulllermo  Koort,  Iqulque,  agent  In  Santiago  Carlos  Stolp,  Ca.sllla  744,  has 
obtained  a  concession  to  build  a  railway  from  Challocollo  to  Cliuncuyo  Huaico 
Coilahuasi.  The  length  of  the  proposed  line  Is  140  kilometers  (87  miles),  and 
It  Is  intended  for  passengers  and  raining  development.  It  will  connect  wltli  the 
longitudinal  line  of  tlie  Cldlean  State  railways. 

Jorge  Barros  F.,  of  the  "  Compailla  Klfictrlcn  de  Tnica,"  has  secured  an  exten- 
sion of  six  months  for  iustntling  a  street  railway  system.   Taica,  by  the  census 
of  1902,  had  a  population  of  42,760  and  Is  located  140  miles  south  of  Santiago. 
Oil  Companies. 

The  Union  Petroleum  Co.  (South  America)  lias  been  organized  with  a  capital 
of  2,000.000  pesos  (about  $3.10,000)  to  develop  oil  properties  In  Chile  and  Ai^en- 
tina  and  take  over  properties  In  Magallan^  from  tho  "CompuQXa  Dnion  de 
Petroleos  de  Magallanes." 

A  "  Compafifa  Petr6ieos  de  Punta  Arenas  "  has  been  organi7jed  with  a  capital 
of  2,000,000  pesos  (about  $350,000),  taking  over  the  oil  properties  of  the  "Coia- 
pafila  Union  de  PetrAleos  de  Magallanes "  In  the  territory  of  Magallanes. 
Correspondence  can  be  addressal  to  E.  l-'ernandez  Vlcufln,  Galvez  55,  Santiagoi 


CANADIAHS  PROPOSE  BETTEB  PACKING  FOB  AAISDTS. 

[CoDsnl  Felix  8.  8.  Jobnsoa,  Klnsston,  Feb.  15.] 

A  Canadian  trade  journal  recently  complained  of  the  way  Cali- 
fornia raisins  were  packed,  and  made  certain  suggestions  as  to  pos- 
sible improvement.  The  easily  split  boxes  that  sume  of  the  packers 
.use  come  into  the  retailers'  hands  with  big  openings  in  the  majority 
of  them,  out  of  which  much  fruit  has  been  lost.  Frequently  they 
burst  open  as  soon  as  they  are  picked  up.  A  good,  substantial  box 
would  intei-est  the  retailer  in  California  fruit,  by  insuring  his  getting 
all  the  fruit  he  bought.  The  hard-fiber  box  employed  in  the  ship- 
ment of  raisins  by  some  packers  is  recommended  here. 

It  is  not  a  matter  of  a  box  or  two,  but  of  about  8  out  of  every  10 
appearing  with  a  big  sliver  ripped  off  and  a  few  raisins  lost;  not 
enough  to  make  a  claim  on  each  shipment,  but  bulking  up  to  an 
important  item  in  a  year's  business. 

WASUINQTOX  :  QOTnSHIItT  FRISTIHO  OWICi  :  IM 
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SHIFHENTS  TO  SIAU  VIA  JAVA  POBTS. 

(Vice  Consal  in  Charge  Carl  C.  llansra,  Baogkofc,  Dec.  22.] 

The  consulate  general  at  Ban^ok  has  been  informed  by  the  IfttPtl 
agents  of  the  Java-Siam  line  of  the  Royal  Packet  Steam  Navigation 
Co.  (Koninklyke  Paketvaart  Maatschappy)  that  negotiations  are  in 
progress  between  this  company  and  the  Java-Chma-Japan  Line, 
which  has  lately  extended  its  service  to  San  Francisco,  and  with  the 
Netherlands  Steamship  Co.,  which  operates  between  New  York  and 
Java,  with  a  view  to  the  issuance  of  throu^  bills  of  lading  for  ship- 
ments from'United  States  ports  to  Bangkok,  Siam,  via  Batavia,  Jsya. 

SOCUXXnTS  SHOTTLD  BE  TBASWTTEB  WITH  HEKCHANDXSE. 

IViee  Cwaal  Chaa.  D.  Helslcr,  Cape  Town,  South  Africa,  Jan.  &] 

It  has  come  to  the  notice  of  this  consnlate  general  that  Ameiiean 
exporters  when  shipping  merchandise  from  the  United  States  to 
South  Africa  often  neglect  to  transmit  the  usual  documents  on  the 
vessel  carrying  the  merchandise.  This  error  has  only  occurred  since 
the  outbreak  of  the  present  war,  and  in  many  cases  is  causing  serious 
inconvenience. 

Direct  shipments  of  goods  from  America  to  this  country  were  less 
before  the  war  than  at  present,  as  the  bulk  of  the  importe  from  the 
TJnited  States  was  received  by  way  of  England.  In  both  cases  the 
required  documents  were  forwarded  through  London  or  Liverpool, 
and  were  often  received  in  this  country  before  the  arrival  of  the 
goods.  Such  a  course  was  highly  satisfactory,  as  no  delay  was  neces- 
sitated before  delivery  of  the  goods  to  the  consignee. 

Before-  the  European  war  the  time  necessary  for  mail  to  reaJi 
South  Africa  from  the  United  States  via  England  was  le^  than  the 
time  required  for  a  cargo  steamer  to  travel  direct  to  this' country 
At  that  time  goods  could  be  shipped  direct  and  the  documents  sent 
by  vray  of  England,  and  still  the  documents  arrived  Bist.  Under 
present  conditions,  however,  cargo  ships  plying  direct  trosa  America 
aow'-w  ^737  I 
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often  arrive  first,  lience  the  importance  of  transmitting  the  docu- 
ments with  the  merchandise.  The  inability  to  remove  tke  mer- 
chandise from  the  docks  involves  expense  and  inconveaience  to  tiie 
importer,  as  storage  charges  have  to  be  paid. 


EXPOBTS  FBOH  HA6AVA  DISTBZCT  TO  UHITED  STATES. 

The  exports  to  the  United  States  from  the  consular  district  o£ 
Habana,  Cuba,  during  1915  were  valued  at  $91,304,012  oompaied 
with  $64,039,100  {or  1914.  The  consular  district  includes  Habaoft^ 
Matanzas,  Oardenas,  and  Nueva  Gerona,  Isle  of  Pines.  The  priii< 
cipal  articles  exported  with  their  quantitj  and  value  follow: 


ArUotaa. 

1914 

ISU 

Quantities. 

VBlnes. 

Quantities. 

ValOM. 

849,370 
12,000 
478.634 
6,854 
l.MM 
3,321,319 
34.668, 100 
1,381,171 
3,900 
4,652,666 
2S.68G,000 
S8»,141 

».;»(>,  076 

■IW,  U97 

.I.'.,(«7 
:tiH.<.l29 
!>11,>87 
l,r,iii,'i37 
|j;!,s74 
40,l.Vi,i>47 
1S,S7'.1,.183 
1%,I)*7 
14a,  I3S 

798.940 
30,000 
489,947 
15,349 
1.7S3 
4.0(B,394 
23,037.^9 
1,674,349 
5. 431 
S,810.M4 
t3,l43, 203 
4W,M3 

11,736,410 

no,aa 

474,6SS 
3S3,I§0 

4i,oa 

4M,gH 
1,336,1170 
1,674,349 
343,  IS 
«3,388.4<» 
18, 514.  SSI 
138.871 
3U.6fl 

SHIPS  ADHTTTED  TO  AXEEIGAN  BEaiSTBY. 

Several  ships  were  admitted  to  American  registry  under  the  act 
of  August  18, 1914,  during  the  week  ended  February  19, 1916.  These 
were :  Steam  yacht  RemUky  405  gross  tons,  owned  by  Willis  Sharpe 
Kilmer,  New  York;  freight  steamer  Katherine,  2,202  gross  tons, 
owned  by  Pacific  Freighters  Co.,  San  Francisco;  freight  steamer 
Phyllis.  2,217  gross  tons,  owned  bj  Pacific  Freighters  Co.;  a  tonn^ 
total  01  4,824  gross. 

The  steam  yacht  RemZik  was  formerly  the  American-owned  un- 
documented yacht  RemZik  I ;  the  ship  Katherine  was  formerly  the 
Chilean  ship  County  of  Linlithgow ;  the  bark  Phyllis  was  formerly 
the  Chilean  baric  Elisa  Linn^  also  known  as  Awtmlia. 

The  total  admitted  to  American  registry  imder  this  law,  from 
July  1.  1915,  to  February  19,  1916,  was  27  vessels,  of  69,667  gross 
tons;  tne  grand  total,  February  19, 1916,  was  175  vessels,  of  5^046 
gross  tons. 


Another  Cooperative  District  Office. 

Under  the  plan  arranged  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce,  tne  Southern  Railway  Co.  South  American  Agency, 
located  at  322  James  Building,  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  has  become  a 
cooperative  district  oflSce  of  the  Bureau.  The  other  cooperative 
offices  are  located  at  Cleveland,  Cincinnati,  Los  Angeles,  Detroi^ 
Philadelphia,  and  Davenpwt,  Iowa. 
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BBTCISH  COLUKBIA  HDriHO  NOTES. 

[Consul  General  R.  K.  Uansflcli],  Vancouver,  Canada,  Feb.  10.] 
XiBeral  Fro4«otioii  for  1915. 

While  the  official  returns  of  the  minernl  production  for  the  past 
year  are  not  available,  reliable  estimates  Aov  that  1915  made  a  rec- 
ord In  the  metal  production  of  the  Province,  the  total  for  the  year 
being  $29,871,640,  as  compared  with  $26,388,825  in  1914.  The  great- 
est gain  is  shown  in  copper,  the  figures  for  1915  being  $8,937j225,  com- 
pared with  $6,121^19  for  the  previous  year.  The  comparative  valued 
of  lode  gold  m  $6,854,900  in  1915  and  $3,109,094  in  1914. 
laoreased  Triees  of  Copper  and  Silver. 

Copper  recently  reached  the  highest  market  price  since  1907,  being 
quoted  at  27  cents  per  pound.  This  means  an  addition  of  over 
$10,000,000  to  the  value  of  the  present  copper  production  of  British 
Columbia,  as  compared  with  a  yenr  ago,  and  raices  the  value  of  the 
present  copper  production  to  over  $20,000,000  a  year. 

Silver  has  increased  to  57  cents  per  ounce,  which  augmented  the 
value  of  the  production  in  the  Province  by  about  $400,000  a  year 
compared  with  the  prices  ruling  four  inonths  ago. 
Ore  Bhipmeats. 

Sossland  opened  the  year  1916  with  shipments  of  5,000  tons  a 
week,  at  the  rate  of  250,000  tons  a  year.  The  Sullivan  Mine,  in  East 
Kootenay,  c<mtinues  to  be  the  heaviest  shipper  of  silver-lead  ore,  with 
over  500  tons  a  week.  The  Standard  Silver-Lead  Mine,  at  Silverton, 
is  the  next  largest  shipper,  with  298  tons  a  week. 

The  Iron  Mask  Mme,  at  Kamloops,  is  shipping  copper  ores  to 
Trail,  and  the  smelter  at  that  place  is  also  receiving  about  300  tons 
a  week  from  the  United  Copper  Co.'s  mine  in  \\^shington.  The 
total  receipts  for  the  first  week  of  1916  were  7,139  tons,  of  which 
6,195  tons  were  copper  ores  and  944  tons  silver-lead  ores.  This  is  a 
lower  tonnage  than  the  average  received  by  the  Trail  smelter  for 
last  year,  when  the  weekly  receipts  averaged  8,597  tons. 

A  shipment  of  ore  for  experimental  purposes  has  been  made  to 
Salt  Lake  City  from  the  Big  Missouri,  Hercules,  and  other  silver- 
lead  holdings  on  Salmon  Biver,  British  Columbia,  which  are  under 
bonds  to  interests  associated  with  the  TTnited  States  Smelting  &' 
Kefining  Co. 

Derelopment  of  the  Zlno  Industry. 

Hie  development  of  zinc  metallurgy  at  Trail  smelter  has  ^vcn 
an  incentive  to  further  developments  along  this  line.  The  provmcial 

favemment  recently  agreed  to  subsidize  the  French  process,  and  a 
pokane  company  is  endeavoring  to  arrange  with  the  provincial 
government  for  a  lease  on  the  Fairview  zinc  experimental  works  at 
Nelson  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  smelter  plant  under  patents 
which  it  holds  covering  an  electrothermic  process. 
Hew  Conoentratlag  HUL 

The  British  Columbia  Copper  Co.  is  making  arrangements  for  the 
construction  of  a  concentrating  mill  at  Princeton  to  handle  the  ores 
of  the  Princess  Group.  This  company  has  purchased  the  South 
Yale  Copper  Co.,  the  Sunset  Mineral  claim,  for  $45,000.  The  Kettle 
Valley  Railway  Co.  will  construct  a  branch  line  from  Princeton  to 
the  Princess  Camp  to  provide  for  bunsportation  of  ore  from  the 
Princess  Camp  to  the  new  mill. 
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INDIA'S  SVFFLIES  OF  COTTOH  TWIST  ASni.  TAXV; 

[Ccnsal  Lucius  Memmlnger,  Madras,  Jan.  S.] 

The  Madras  market  has  long  been  supplied  with  cotton  twist  and 
yam  almost  exclusively  from  the  United  ICingdom,  whose  manufac- 
turers, have  specialized  on  the  Indian  trade.  The  average  importa' 
tlon  of  twist  and  yam  into  Madras  Presidency  by  sea  for  the  five 
years  ended  1912^13  was  10,288,476  pounds,  valued  at  $3,235,898. 
The  imports  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  1914-15  were  9.898,523 
pounds,  valued  at  $3,123,320,  from  the  United  Kingdom,  and  301,296 
pounds,  valued  at  $97,006,  from  other  countries.  As  compared  with 
tjie  previous  year,  this  total  was  a  decline  of  15  per  cent  in  voluma 
and  19  per  cent  in  value. 

BeolliLe  la  Importatloiii  of  Tuious  Claties. 

Mule  ^ara  showed  a  shortage  of  $99,601,  or  9  per  cent,  occurring 
mainly  in  counts  above  40.  Of  colored  yams,  the  common  counts  30 
to  40  declined  by  $423,385.  Imports  of  unspecified  descriptions  de- 
clined by  $200,824.  The  total  imports  from  Germany  during  the 
period  just  prior  to  the  war  were  94,887  pounds,  valued  at  $33,6I5j 
and  from  the  Netherlands  103,180  pounds,  valued  at  $324,573.  Im- 
ports from  other  countries  were  negligible.  By  far  the  largest  impor- 
tati<ms  are  of  Nos.  31  to  40,  of  orange,  red,  and  other  colors,  mule  and 
water  Nos.  31  to  40  being  next  lai^;est.  Although  importations  of 
twist  and  yam  from  (Germany  have  ceased,  it  is  beuered  that  it  wonld 
be  difficult  to  supply  this  trade  with  American  goods,  owing  to  die 
dull  state  of  the  market.  It  is  to  be  considered,  also,  that  a  consider- 
able quantity  of  twist  and  yam  is  manufactured  in  Madras  Presi< 
dency,  and  partly  supplies  the  local  demand.  Yams  from  Indittn 
nulls  were  selling,  according  to  a  recent  quotation,  at  $0,235  per 
poimd.  Perhaps,  by  systematic  effort,  some  sales  of  American  prod- 
ucts could  be  effected,  but  prices,  under  present  circumstances,  woald 
have  to  be  very  favorable. 


NEW  STSTEU  BBINGS  BETTES  EOaS  TO  UABOT. 

[CoDBul  Fcllx  S.  8.  Johnson.  Kington,  Canada,  Feb.  16.] 

:  One  of  the  chief  problems  discussed  at  the  annual  convention  of 
the,  Canadian  Produce  Association  at  Bellville,  in  the  Kingston  con- 
^lar  district,  was  the  "loss-off"  system  in  buying  and  selling 
o^gs.  Four  or  five  years  ami  the  loss  caused  by  allowing  eggs  to 
deteriorate  in  quality  rcach^  17  per  cent  of  the  production. ^Tliis 
caused  the  Canadian  Produce  Association,  on  its  inauguration,  to  in- 
stitute a  campaign  for  the  elimination  of  the  bad  egg.  The  method 
was  called  the  "  loss-off  "  system,  or,  in  other  words,  it  was  decided 
to  purchase  eggs  on  a  straight  quality  basis.  When  an  egg  dealer 
sent  in  a  case  of  eggs  before  this  system  was  put  in  force  he  got  so 
much  per  dozen  for  his  eg^  Now,  however,  he  is  paid  for  tlie  good 
eggs  only  and  is  necessarily  carerul.  Commission  merchants  and 
-w^lesale  produce  men  in  larger  centers  claim  that  the  percentage  of 
bad  eggs  has  been  reduced  wonderfully  in  the  past  four  years.  It  ift 
stateduiat  6  or  6  per  cent  would  cover  the  entiie  loss. 
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OOHDITIOH  Of  THE  SWEDISH  SKIPBVILDIH0  IHBIT8TKT. 

[Jeffenon  Cafferr.  secretary  at  Uie  American  Legatioo,  Btockliolni,  Jan,  14.] 

Host  of  the  shipbuilding  yards  in  Sweden  have  enough  work  on 
hand  to  keep  them  busy  until  the  end  of  1917.  As  most  of  the  Tessels 
are  for  Sw^ish  firms  and  as  Norwegian  and  Danish  shipbuilders  are 
also  building  for  Swedish  firms,  it  is  evident  that  the  merchant  ma- 
rine of  the  country  will  be  greatly  inci'eased  in  the  near  future. 

The  Swedish  shipbuilding  industi^  is  developing  considerably^ 
and  different  yards  are  specializing  in  diffei'ent  oranches  of  work. 
Bergsunds  Verkstads-aktiebolag  is  specializing  on  smaller  vessels^ 
e^)ecially  those  run  br  motor.  This  company  is  supplying  Russia 
with  motor  boats  to  take  the  place  of  other  vessels  used  on  the  rivers. 
In  addition  the  company  has  orders  for  one  ice  breaker  and  one  com- 
bined tugboat  and  ice  breaker.  The  present  orders  will  keep  it  busy 
for  18  months. 

Orders  on  And  by  Otlier  Conpaniet. 

Motala  Verkstaden  also  has  many  orders  on  hand.  Its  specialty 
as  tugboats,  ^  combined  tug  and  ice  breaker  in  particular,  furnished 
with  a  500-horsepower  engine. 

The  director  of  Gotaverken  in  Goteborg  states  that  the  establishr 
m«it  has  work  to  keep  it  busy  until  some  time  in:  1918.  Some  of  the 
vessels  under  construction,  besides  warshipsj  are  two  steamers  of 
9^  and  10^  tons  for  the  Transatlantic  Steamship  Ca,  and  8,000- 
ton  vessel  for  the  Viking  Steamship  Co. 

£riksbergs  Mekaniska  Verkstads  Aktiebolag  has  work  until  the 
middle  of  1917.  At  present  it' is  specializing  in  900  and  1,800  tou 
vessels,  but  after  the  works  has  been  enlarged  it  intends  to  specialize 
in  larger  vessels. 

Linoholmens  Verk&tads-aktiebolag  has  enough  work  until  the  smor 
mer  of  1918.  It  is  building  a  6,500-ton  vessel  ^r  the  Nord  Steamship 
Co.,  of  Stockholm,  and  has  received  orders  for  eight  3^00-ton  vessdv 
of  the  special  type  made  by  this  company. 


PBIBHOF  ISUBSS'  SUQCSSSBVL  FOZ-TBAPPIHa  SEASOH. 

Kotwithstanding  imfavorable  weather  conditions,  the  fox-trap- 
ping  season  of  1915-16  on  the  Pribilof  Islands  was  very  successful. 
The  take  of  skins  for  this  season  is  reported  by  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Fisheries  as  follows:  St.  Paul  Island,  211  blue  foxes,  17 
white  foxes;  St.  George  Island,  209  blues,  2  whites;  total,  420 
blues,  19  whites.  In  1915  the  shipment  of  fox  pelts  from  the  seal 
islands,  representing  the  take  of  the  season  of  1914-15,  aggi'egated 
203,  apportioned  as  follows:  St.  Paul,  173  blues,  39  whites;  St. 
Cteorge,  80  blues,  1  white ;  total,  253  blues,  40  whites. 


A  description  of  the  electrical  supply  system  of  Dumbrcck,  a  sub- 
urb of  Glasgow,  Scotland,  with  the  prices  for  lighting,  heating,  and 
power,  has  been  i-eceived  from  Consul  J,  N.  McCunn,  of  Glasgow, 
and  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce or  its  district  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  72648. 
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BVBEAV  WNJOrrSBS  STUDY  COMMSBXSUH  jERIBJXCIS. 

A  few  months  ago  a  number  of  the  yotmger  men  employed  in  the 
Bureau  of  Forei^  and  Domestic  Oommeroe  got  together  for  the 
purpose  of  studymg  commercial  subjects  in  general  and  practical 
exporting  methods  in  particular.  Tb^  are  now  30  members  in  tite 
class  and  nearly  every  oureau  in  the  departaoent  is  represented. 

The  members  of  the  class  are  fitting  themselves  tor  more  re- 
^onsible  positions  in  the  bureau.  The  recent  establisdiment  of  the 
commerciiu-attachfi  service  and  the  opening  of  district  offices  in  the 
principal  cities  of  the  country,  as  well  as  tne  coming  reorganization 
of  the  bureau,  have  increased  the  chances  of  promotion  for  properly 
quipped  employees.  The  bureau  desires  to  have  ready  as  many 
rightfy  trained  experts  as  possible  to  step  into  the  new  poaititMUS  as 
they  are  created  and  the  old  ones  as  they  are  vacated,  uid  has  activdy 
racouraged  all  employees  who  wish  to  study. 

Much  of  the  work  of  the  class  consists  of  out^de  reading  of  stand- 
ard books  on  commercial  subjects,  economics,  finance,  etc,  with 
Hiscussions  in  class  of  the  principalpoints  covered  in  such  reading. 
These  discussions  are  directed  by  E.  A.  Brand,  assistant  chief  of 
the  bureau,  the  oi^nizer  of  the  class,  as^^ed  by  G.  D.  Snow,  chief 
tratislator.  Mr.  Brand  has  been  successful  in  getting  a  number 
t>f  well-known  officials  and  authorities  to  address  the  <uass  on  sob^ 
jects  in  which  it  is  interested,  and  these  addresses  have  proved  M 
interesting  that  they  are  now  given  before  the  whole  body  of  em- 
ployees. Among  those  who  have  appeared  before  the  class  are  Sec- 
retary William  C.  Eedfield;  H.  Parker  Willis,  secretary  of  the 
Federal  Reserve  Board;  Robert  W.  Woolley,  Director  of  the  Mint; 
Edward  Ewing  Pratt,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce.  Later  the  class  will  be  addressed  by  W.  J.  Carf, 
pirector  of  the  Consular  Service;  Chairman  Davies,  of  the  Federal 
Trade  Commission;  and  E.  T.  Williams,  Chief  of  the  Far  Eastern 
Division  of  the  Department  of  State. 


WESTEBK  SWEIKEK  FACES  FEIBOLEUH  SEOBUaS. 

{Jefferson  Caffery,  secretarr,  American  Lesatlon,  Stockbolm,  Jan.  T.I 

The  scarcity  of  petroleum  is  becoming  much  felt  in  the  western 
part  of  Swe(Ien.  The  supplies  of  the  Targe  illuminating-oil  com- 
panies are  exhaiisted,  and  although  new  consignments  are  expected, 
it  is  not  known  when  they  will  arrive.  The  lack  will  be  still  greater 
in  the  near  future,  and  will  have  quite  serious  consequences.  Even 
now  thousands  of  families  are  without  light. 

:  Wholesale  firms  in  Goteborg  have  received  news  fnMU  the  differ- 
ent stores  in  the  country  round  about,  saying  that  because  of  lack 
of  petroleum  they  are  obliged  to  close  up  as  soon  as  it  gets  dark: 
Worst  of  all,  however,  is  the  fact  that  the  fishing  fleet  will  probably 
have  to  be  laid  up.  Their  motors  are  run  with  petroleum,  and  as 
they  can  not  get  this  they  can  not  continue  their  activity. 


A  copy  of  the  British  Standard  Specification  for  Portland  Cement, 
edition  of  March,  1915,  has  been  received  from  the  consulate  general 
at  London,  and  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  voA 
Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices.  Refer  (o  file  Ko.  7SS09k 
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COHDmOHS  IB  TEE  SEBOE-CIOTH  TBADS. 

IConsnl  Q.  R.  I'aggart,  Cornwall,  Ontario,  Canada,  Feb.  15.] 

Local  dealers  in  drygoods  were  apiprehensive  last  fall  lest  they 
cjkould  not  be  able  to  stock  up  with  their  usual  serge  cloths,  especially 
in  navy  blue.  The  difficulty  then  in  the  way  seemed  to  be  a  shortage 
of  dyestuffs,  which  formerly  came  from  Germany.  The  trouble  has 
been,  however,  apj>arently  not  so  much  a  lack  of  dyestuffs  as  tho 
advance  in  the  price  of  wool,  as  a  result  of  which  all  woolen  serges 
are  dearer.  Cornwall  dealers  buy  the^  goods  from  Montreal  and 
Toronto  jobbers  and  retail  all-wool  54-inch  serges  for  $1.25  to  $3 
a  yard,  42-inch  for  $0.75,  and  48-inch  for  $0.98.  The  colors  are 
guaranteed  and  are  a  good  navy  blue,  black,  brown,  and  taupe. 
Local  dealers  report  no  difficulty  in  getting  all  the  woolen  serges 
they  wont  from  the  Canadian  jobbers,  the  only  difficulty  being  the 
advance  in  price  noted. 

There  has  always  been  a  demand,  however,  in  the  Cornwall  dis- 
trict, especiall;^  among  the  mill  hands,  for  blue  serge  ladies'  suit- 
ings, about  37  inches  wide,  retailing  for  $0.50  a  yard.  This  demand 
still  continues,  and  is  being  met  by  some  importation  direct  from  the 
United  States.  A  leading  Cornwall  drygoods  dealer  reports  that 
he  has  been  able  to  buy,  direct  from  the  United  States,  serges  37 
inches  wide,  half  wool  and  half  cotton,  for  $0,375  a  yard,  which 
price  includes  the  duty.  The  Canadian  import  duty  on  ser^  clotJi| 
including  the  war  tax,  is  32^  per  cent  ad  valorem. 


SIBERIAN  MDHNa  niBUSTBT. 

[loarnal  of  Rnaslan-Amerlean  Cfaambcr  of  Commerce,  December,  1016.] 

A  meeting  recently  took  place  under  the  presidency  of  E,  LL 
Zubashev,  member  of  the  Imperial  Council  of  Kussia,  to  discuss  the 
measures  required  for  the  development  of  the  coal  industry  of 
Siberia.  The  conference,  which  was  attended  b^  represratatives 
of  the  largest  coal  districts  of  Siberia  and  by  mining  specialist!^ 
dedded  that  railways  are  the  chief  immediate  necessity.  Siberia, 
it  was  said,  is  snffereing  from  the  absence  of  private  enterprise.  The 
exploitation  of  its  mineral  wealth  shows  slight  development  and  does 
not  yield  the  amount  of  actual  profit  that  might  be  obtained  under 
different  circumstances.  For  instance,  the  ore  mined  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  sea  is  exported  to  Japan  in  the  crude  state,  while  the  expor- 
tation of  the  manufactured  product  would  yield  far  greats  profit. 
Eastern  Siberia,  the  center  of  the  gold-mining  industry,  has  no 
machine-constructing  works  and  is  obliged  to  impoi*t  all  the  machin- 
ery and  tools  required,  while  the  district  of  Yenisei  presents  all 
the  natural  facilities  for  the  establishment  of  a  machine  factory. 
The  members  concluded  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  introduce  in 
Siberia  the  same  measures  that  were  applied  by  the  Government  to 
create  the  mining  industry  of  South  Kussin ;  i.  e.,  to  establish  the 
premium  syst^  and  to  assure  a  certain  amotmt  of  orders  to  private 
concerns. 

Oriental  rugs  to  the  value  of  $821,980  were  invoiced  at  the  Ameri- 
can consulate  at  Teheran,  Persia,  for  the  United  States  during  1915, 
compared  with  $875,811  worth  for  1914. 
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BOBBOVIVa  BT  AITSIKAIIUr  8IAXE8. 

[Commerctnl  Attacb«  Wllllnm  C  Downs,  Uelbonme.  Jul  10.| 

The  arrangements  entered  into  by  the  Commonwealth  of  Aus- 
tralia and  the  separate  States  to  cover  the  loan  requirements  of  the 
latter  for  11)16  are  well  summarized  by  the  Australian  Insurance  and 
Banking  Becord  of  December  21, 1915,  as  follows: 

The  States  nnd  the  Commonwealth  Government  hove  been  partially  succesafal 
in  forming  an  agreement  by  which  the  borrowing  requirements  of  the  States 
for  Uie  coming  12  monttis  are  to  l>e  provided  for  through  the  medium  of  Cbe 
Common wenl til  Government.  The  agreement  Is  a  partial  one,  as  tlie  New  South 
Wales  Government  decided  not  to  Join  with  tlie  other  States  which  have  accepted 
it  Under  the  nprccinent  the  Oomnionwealth  Government  uudertooit  to  borrow 
£12^.000  ($5S38>000)  for  tiie  States  during  1916,  aud  afterwards  at  tbe  xate 
of  £10.000,000  ($48,665,000)  per  annum  UDtil  one  year  after  the  end  of  the  war. 
Setting  aside  tlie  amount  of  £3,060.000  ($14,891.^)  allocated  to  New  South 
Wales,  the  total  for  1916  is  reduced  to  £8,940,000  ($43,506,510).  In  addition 
to  the  fl2,(H)0,000  to  be  borrowtnl  overseais  by  the  Commonweaith,  tlie  agree' 
ment  enables  the  States  to  borrow  locally  after  the  Oommonweaith  has  ob- 
tained its  requirements  for  war  purposes,  to  a  total  extent  of  £5.000,000 
($24,332,500).  of  which  £1^.000  ($6,764,435)  was  allocated  to  New  South 
Wales,  the  rate  of  Interest  on  local  borrowings  not  being  higher  than  the 
equivalent  rate  of  the  <3ommouwealth  war  loan.  The  arrangements  do  not 
ai^Iy  to  conversion  requirements. 

'ITie  reason  given  by  the  premier  of  New  South  Wales  for  not  en- 
tering into  the  agreement  is  that  he  felt  that  he  could  not  limit  the 
financial  operations  of  the  State  as  would  be  required  by  the  amnse- 
ment.  According  to  the  estimate  of  expenditure  for  public  works 
and  other  services  that  has  just  been  presented  to  the  Parliament  of 
New  South  Wales  the  funds  for  which  must  be  provided  for  by  loan, 
a  total  of  £7,708,850  ($37,807,100)  must  be  raised.  Some  of  the 
principal  items  included  in  the  estimate  are:  State  fisheries  (trawl- 
ers, depot,  vehicles,  wharf  accommodations,  etc.),  $94,900;  purchase, 
and  resumption  of  land,  erection  of  buildings,  etc.,  under  the  housing 
act,  $243,320;  harbors,  rivers,  and  bridges,  $4,103,920";  railways 
(rolling  stock  and  equipment,  $^,221,C20;  additions  to  lines,  stations, 
and  buildings,  $1,980,060;  construction,  $14,614,100);  tramways 
(additions  to  lines,  workshops,  buildings,  etc.,  nnd  construction), 
$1,289,020;  purchase  of  stores  for  railways  and  tramways,  $973,300; 
water  supply  and  sewage,  $5,015,940;  purchase  of  material  for  de- 
struction of  rabbits  and  advances  to  settlers,  $194,600;  public  build- 
ings, $656,980;  industrial  undertakings  (State  bakery,  metal  quar- 
ries^  meat  works.  State  mines,  and  motor  garage),  $1,383,300;  pro- 
motion of  agriculture,  $571,810;  and  water  conserration  and  irriga- 
tion, $1,646,340. 

MAT  OBTAIK  KASINE  UCENSES  AT  EABIIEB  AGE. 

The  Board  of  Supervising  Inspectors  of  Steam  Vessels  of  the 
United  States  Steaniboat- Inspection  Service  has  amended  the  rule 
that  relates  to  the  age  at  which  marine  licenses  may  be  granted,  so 
that  now  any  person  who  has  attained  the  age  of  19  years  and  has 
had  the  necessair  experience  shall  be  eligible  for  examinati<m  iar 
license.  Hcrctorore  it  has  been  required  that  persons  to  receive 
licenses  should  have  readlied  the  age  of  21  years.  The  diange  in 
the  rule  has  been  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  Commerce,  and  the 
"ule  now  has  the  force  of  law. . 
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8CABCITT  OF  COAL  TB  SPAIH. 

[Conaol  GenenI  Cart  Balle;  Hurst,  Barcelona,  Jan.  2G;  BUi^IemenUnE  report  poblisbed 

Jan.  19,  lOlG.] 

Hie  scarcity  and  high  price  of  coal  in  Spain  has  become  a  prob- 
lem as  well  as  a  menace  to  all  manufacturing  industries  in  this 
ODuntrj.  With  lessened  importaticms  of  Briti^  coal  and  soaring 
prices  for  freight,  more  att^tion  is  bein^  paid  to  domestic  coal,  or 
vhich  there  are  large  imdeveloped  deposits.  According  to  returns 
of  the  Spanish  customs  service,  1,595,028  tons  of  coal  were  imported 
into  Spain  and  167,795  tons  of  coke  during  the  first  11  months  of 

1915,  in  contrast  to  2,313,630  tons  of  coal  and  328,107  tons  of  coke 
in  1914,  a  decrease  of  718,602  tons  of  coal  and  160,312  tons  of  cake. 
Although  the  domestic  production  has  been  augmented,  it  is  still 
linable  at  such  short  notice  to  meet  present  demanos. 

Xeoelpti  of  CmI  at  Baroelona. 

In  Barcelona  statistics  gathered  from  unofficial  sources  show  that 
there  were  1,051,859  tons  of  coal  imported  by  sea  during  1915,  of 
which  539,717  tons  came  from  England,  399,l7i  tons  were  of  do- 
mestic origin,  and  112,971  tons  imported  from  the  United  States. 
Ihis  does  not  include  c<ml  brought  in  by  rail,  figures  for  which  are 
not  available.  At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  gas  manufacturers  of 
Barcelona  it  was  estimated  that  the  existing  supply  will  suffice  for 
only  30  days,  and  this  cit^  require3  300,000  tons  of  coal  a  month. 

The  lack  of  vessels  seriously  hampei^  the  importation  of  Ameri- 
can  coal,  which  is  now,  however,  becoming  more  relied  upon  and 
appreciated  tiian  was  possible  from  the  scattered  shipments  of 
former  years,  when  long  usage,  low  freight  rates,  and  a  discrimina- 
tory transport  tax  on  trans- Atlantic  shipments  combined  to  militate 
in  favor  of  coals  of  European  origin.  Official  figures  for  1914  place 
the  amount  of  American  coal  imported  at  the  port  of  Barcelona  at 
17,255  tons,  which  was  about  one-sixth  of  the  amount  imported  in 

1916.   

OOOB  TEAS  FOB  SWEDISH  COOFEBATZVE  SOCIETIEa 

[JefferwQ  Caffery,  Becretary  of  American  Legation,  Btockbolm.] 

Judrang  from  data  available,  the  ^ear  1915  seems  to  have  been  an 
eapeciSly  good  one  for  the  cooperative  societies  of  Sweden.  Some 
of  the  local  societies  have  had  turnovers  exceeding  1,000,000  crowns 
($268,000).  The  cooperative  society  "Svea"  in  Helsingborg  had 
reached  the  1,000 ,000-crown  mark  at  the  end  of  November,  and  the 
turnover  of  the  Workmen's  Consumption  Union  in  Govle  is  esti- 
mated at  1,500,000  crowns.  The  Consumption  Union  in  Stockholm 
had  a  turnover  of  more  tlian  600,000  crowns  during  the  last  quarter 
of  the  year  alone.  The  turnover  of  the  cooperative  wholesale  busi- 
ness amounted  to  more  than  15,000,000  crowns  last  year. 


A  process  for  making  an  artificial  silk  tliat  is  claimed  to  more 
^earl^  approach  pure  silk  in  luster  than  any  now  on  the  market  has 
nwm  invented  by  a  Japanese,  who  uses  chrysalis  oil  and  mulberry 
cellulose  dissolved  in  a  proper  solvent.  The  fiber  is  produced  in  the 
customary  way  by  forcing  the  liquid  through  minute  holes. 
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SPAHISH  STOCE  COMFABIES  VOBIIED  ZH  1915. 

[Consnl  General  Carl  Bailey  Ilon^  Barcelona,  Jon.  22.1 

During  1915, 113  joint-stock  companies  were  constituted  in  Spain, 
■with  a  total  capital  of  about  $9,000,000.    Of  this  total  82,  with  » 


$500,000,  in  the  Province  of  Madrid;  and  the  remaining  12  are  di- 
vided throughout  the  I'est  of  the  kingdom. 
XaTeftment  of  ForeJ^  OapltoL 

Under  normal  conditions  foreign  capital  is  freely  placed  in  Span- 
ish enterprises,  but  in  the  past  year  it  was  lacking^  and  even  domestic 
capital  was  used  in  smaller  amount  than  usual  m  forming  similar 
companies.  The  $9,000,000  placed  in  new  organizations  is  less  than 
one-third  of  the  amount  subscribed  in  1910  for  joint-stock  companies, 
when  out  of  n  total  of  about  $32,000,000  nearly  $15,000,000  was  for- 
eign capital.  The  high  rate  of  interest  on  State  securities  in  Spain 
and  abroad  and  the  fall  in  exchange,  causing  a  return  of  Spanish  se- 
curities, have  induced  capitalists  in  this  country  to  give  attention  to 
more  lucrative  operations  than  the  formation  of  new  companies. 
It  is  noted  that  while  large  sums  have  been  devoted  to  these  opera- 
tions, they  represent  only  a  minor  part  of  the  national  savings,  as 
evidenced  by  the  abundance  .of  deposits  now  in  tlie  banks  at  low 
interest. 

Among  the  joint-stock  companies  formed  during  1915  the  largest 
has  a  capital  of  $2,500,000,  followed  by  one  at  $600,000,  three  at 
$400,000,  two  at  $300,000,  eight  at  $200,000,  and  the  rest  capitalized 
for  smaller  amounts  down  to  the  lowest  at  $800. 

AHEBICAK  MAITAOEB  FOB  NOBWAT'S  TIN-FIATE  PLANT. 

[Consul  Manrlcc  P.  Dunlnp,  Stavanger,  Jan.  15.] 

A  Norwegian -American  engineer  has  expressed  his  willingness  to 
undertake  the  construction  and  management  of  the  new  tm-plate 
factory  along  American  lines  in  Stavanger.  The  project  was  men- 
tioned in  Commerce  Reports  for  February  7,  1916.  The  engineer 
mentioned  makes  it  a  condition  of  his  undertaking  the  work  that  tiie 
plant  shall  have  a  yearly  capacity  of  30,000  metric  tons  (metric  ton=: 
2,201.6  pounds).  As  this  quantity  of  tin  plat«  is  used  m  Stavanger 
alone,  and  as  this  product  must  now  all  be  imported,  it  is  probable 
that  the  services  of  the  man  mentioned  will  be  ootained. 

Both  English  and  American  systems  have  been  considered,  and  the 
latter  is  thought  productive  of  better  results.  In  England,  special 
emphasis  seems  to  be  placed  on  personal  and  manual  skill,  while  in 
the  United  States  the  machine  process  is  highly  developed. 

In  order  to  install  Uie  American  ^stem  as  promptly  as  i>ossiblej  it 
is  expected  that  the  engineer  will  bring  some  workers  familiar  with 
the  machinery  from  the  United  States.  It  is  said  that  there  are 
many  American  citizens  of  Scandinavian  origin  familiar  with  tiiis 
industry,  who  would  be  willing  to  return  for  wwk  in  connection  with 
the  new  project. 

A  similar  enterprise,  the  development  of  which  it  is  hoped  mav  be 
started  before  the  war  is  over,  is  being  undertaken  in  Bergen,  aoont 
150  miles  north  of  Stavanger,  and  certain  manufacturers  nere  ha-yt 
been  asked  to  help  capitali^  it,  ■   /^^^^i^  , 
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dOHFEftfinOE  Olt  DTESttrPF  SITITATIOIf. 

On  Saturday  aftemooiu  February  19,  a  conference  on  the  dye  situ- 
ation was  held  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  Commerce.  There 
irere  present,  in  addition  to  the  Secretary  of  Commerce,  Dr.  Thomas 
H.  Norton,  commercial  agent  and  dvestuffs  specialist  of  the  Bureau 

Foreign  and  Domestic  Q)mmerce ;  Mr.  David  Kirschbaum,  president 
of  the  National  Association  of  Clothiers;  Mr.  William  R.  Corwine, 
secretary  of  the  National  Association  of  Clothiers;  Mr.  D.  F.  Waters, 
of  Master  Dyers'  Association,  of  Germantown,  Pa.  4  Dr.  J.  M.  Mat- 
thews, consulting  chemist;  and  Dr.  Edward  E^wing  Pratt,  Chief 
of  th*  Burmu  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 
:  li  was  agreed  that  a  serious  shortage  of  dyestuffs  exists,  and  that 
lA  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  domestic  manufacturers  of  dyestuffs  are 
now  producing  more  dyestuff  matei '  Is  than  ever  before,  and  their 
output  is  growing,  the  production  is  scarcely  as  yet  sufficient  to  meet 
more  than  one-half  of  the  demand  and  that  the  variety  of  colors  now 
produced  by  the  domestic  manufacturers  of  dyestuffs  is  limited.  A 
Tery  large  profwrtion  of  the  domestic  output  consists  of  blacks  and 
of  the  more  easily  manufactured  colors. 

The  conference  agreed  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  public  in 
erery  way  possible  the  need  of  cooperation  between  the  consuiiens 
of  dyestufe  and  between  the  manufacturers  of  textiles  and  clothing 
on  the  one  hand  and  the  consumers  of  these  goods  on  the  other.  It 
should  be  recognized  for  the  present  that  the  grades  of  color  which 
have  heretofore  universally  existed  and  have  been  demanded  by  the 
consuming  public  in  the  United  States  can  not  now  always  be  ob- 
tkined ;  and  that  in  spite  of  every  effort  manufacturers  of  clothing 
and  textiles  are  unable  now  always  to  supply  the  same  quality  of 
material  which  they  furnished  prior  to  the  European  war. 

The  subject  of  tmfair  competition  on  an  international  scale  and 
the  possibility  of  preventing  it  in  the  future,  with  especial  relatkm 
to  the  dyestuff  industry,  was  also  discussed. 


FiatntES  ItELATE  TO  COKHISSIOK-OOT^UifED  CITXES. 

Among  the  cities  of  the  United  States  having  populations  between 
30,000  and  500,000  the  United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census  has  found 
that  41  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  persons  represented  are  under 
tiie  commission  form  of  government.  The  bureau  has,  in  addition 
to  giving  a  summary  for  this  entire  class  of  cities,  prepared  special 
financial  statistics  for  24  selected  cities — 8  having  had  the  council 
iorta  of  government  during  the  fiscal  years  1913  and  1915,  the  com* 
mission  rorm  having  been  in  use  in  8  others,  and  another  group 
of  8  having  had  the  council  form  in  1913  and  the  commission  form 
in  1915. 

District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Bomestic  Commerce. 

Hew  Tork,  Boom  409  TTnited  States  Oustomhoase;  Boston,  eiirhteenth -  floor 
Vsited  States  Cnstombotise;  CtaloaKO,  504  Federal  Bnildiiiff;  8t  Louis,  402  Third 
■ational  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  621  Post  Offloe  Balldlag:;  New  Orleans,  102& 
Hlbemia  Bank  Bnlldlnr;  Ban  Francisco,  806  United  States  Cnstomkonso;  Seattle, 
8SS  Alaska  Building.  Coc^eratlve  district  offloes:  Cleveland,  Cliamber  of  Com- 
meroe;  Otnolnnatt,  Chamber  of  Gonunerce;  Cincinnati,  New  Orleans  A  Texas 
Iiulfio  SftUway  Co.«  Olnelmmati;  £os  Angeles,  Chambes  of  Commerce;  Detroit; 
Board  oi  OMuneroe;  PUladelplila,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Savenp«rt  (Iowa) 
Offfluuxotal  01«b;  Ths  Soatliem  Ballwaj  Ca^  01tattaaooKaci|n^yC:iOOgiC 
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IKDIA  MA7  nrCBEASE  DTSE  OF  OBEAK  SEPAB&TOBS. 

Consular  repoi-ts  from  Karachi  and  Madras,  India,  giving  some 
facts  regarding  the  dairy  industry  in  those  places  and  also  in  Bombay 
and  Cakutta,  indicate  an  effort  in  tiiat  country  to  establish  reguhu 
dairies  on  European  lines.  This  will  have  a  tendency  to  create  a 
market  for  cream  separators,  in  which  some  American  manofactunn- 
are  interested. 

[CoDsuI  lames  OllTer  Lalog,  Karachi,  Dee  31.) 
VatlT«  Kake  TTse     Clsrlfled  Bntter. 

A  large  amount  of  butter  is  produced  in  the  Karachi  consular  dis- 
ti'ict,  but  it  is  not  used  in  its  natural  form,  as  the  natives  boil  it  to 
make  ghi,  or  clarified  butter,  employed  instead  of  lard  in  native  cook- 
ery. This  tendency  is  emphasized  by  the  fact  that  among  large  num- 
bers of  the  people  there  are  objections  in  some  instances  to  anything 
made  from  swine,  and  in  others  to  anything  that  has  been  killed. 

Most  of  the  local  butter  is  produced  by  means  of  homemade 
churns.  There  has,  however,  been  a  sale  of  cream  separators  in  this 
district,  but  the  business  has  been  carried  on  largely  through  agents 
in  Bombay.  There  is  no  business  to  speak  of  in  this  line  in  Karadii 
itself.  The  cattle  country  is  east  of  here  in  the  Punjab. 

Kntries  of  dairy  niacliinery  for  this  district  would  naturally  be 
through  Karachi  or  Bombay.  The  railroad  facilities  for  northwest 
India  are  best  and  cheapest  through  Karachi,  but  as  Bombay  is  the 
older  and  better  known  commercial  center,  the  pi-esent  business  in 
cream  separators  seems  to  have  had  its  start  there.  A  live  agent  in 
Karachi  could  cover  the  field  in  northwest  India  better  than  a  man 
in  Bombay,  when  the  war  ends,  because  Karachi  is  several  dara 
nearer  Aden,  at  the  outlet  of  the  Red  Sea,  than  is  Bombay,  and  the 
railway  communication  from  here  to  the  Punjab  is  shorter  and 
cheaper.  There  is  a  field,  however,  which  Bombay  can  serve  in  the 
central  part  of  India  much  better  than  any  other  port 

People  who  supply  butter  and  milk  in  Karachi  are  natives,  usually 
small  dealers  or  farmers.  Butter  in  tins  is  imported  from  Norway, 
Denmark,  Sweden,  and,  formerly,  from  other  countries  on  the  Con- 
tinent. 

[Consul  Lodas  Mummlngcr,  Madras,  Jan.  7.] 

Kaohlnes  for  Kaklsff  Bntter  Shown  In  Operation. 

At  an  industrial  exhibition  held  in  Madras  i*eoently,  a  prominent 
place  was  given  to  the  exhibition  of  a  model  dairy  fitted  up  by  the 
Coimbatore  Agricultural  College,  and  machines  for  manufacture  of 
butter  were  shown  in  operation.  The  vice  principal  of  Coimbatore 
College  delivered  a  lecture  in  which  he  explained  the  efforts  that 
ai'e  being  made  in  Southern  India  to  develop  the  dairy  industry. 
There  were  certain  limitations  to  successful  dairying  in  this  countiy. 
he  said,  and  prominent  among  tJiese  were  initial  capital,  technical 
skill,  and  business  aptitude.  In  India,  as  butter  was  not  a  chief 
commodity  among  the  Indians,  he  suggested  that  dairy  farms  (Hi 
the  new  methods  be  started  in  close  proximity  to  places  inhabited 
by  Europeans. 

American  manufacturers  of  cream  separators  might  find  it  ad- 
vantageous to  communicate  either  with  merchants  here  or  with  the 
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Director  of  Agriculture,  Chepauk,  Madras,  British  India;  Principal 
of  Coimbatore  Agricultural  College,  Coimbatore,  South  India;  or 
the  Director  of  Agriculture,  Bangalore,  Mysore,  British  Ibidia. 

-  [General  Information  concerning  dairy  products  in  India  are  given  in  the. 
*'  Handbook  of  India,"  Special  Consular  Reports  No.  72,  published  by  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  which  may  be  obtained  at  $1  per  copy 
IfMft'tbe  Snporlntendent  of  Docnmeots,  OoTemment  Printing  Offlee,  Washings' 
ton,  D.  O.,  or  from  the  branch  offices  of  the  Bureau.  The  names  of  two  general- 
mocbmts  In  Madras  who  would  be  Interested  la  the  sale  of  cream  si^HiratorB 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  or  Its  branch  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  72461.] 


CAHADIAH  USE  OF  AHEBICAH  HEAT  HEAL 

^  [Consol  General  Frederick  M.  Bjrder,  Winnipeg,  lianltoba,  Feb.  11.1 

There  appears  to  be  a  fair  market  in  Wimupeg  for  conunercial 
meat  meat  The  Swift  Canadian  Co.  is  the  only  manufacturer  in  this : 
locality  placing  such  a  product  upon  this  market.  Known  as  beef 
scrap,  it  is  fed  to  poultry  in  considerable  quantities.  It  contains 
from  55  to  60  per  cent  of  protein,  and  carries  a  larger  percentage  of 
grease  and  moisture  than  is  considered  necessary.  A  highly  concen- 
trated produot  which  contains  a  large  percentage  of  protein  would 
appeal  to  users,  and  one  that  is  odorless  and  may  be  kept  an  indefi- 
xute  period  under  any  condition  where  grain  can  be  stored  should 
\m  favored. 

The  Manitoba  Agricultural  Coll^  maintains  a  department  of 
poultry  husbandly,  conducted  by  Prof.  M.  C.  Hemer,  who  has 
ezpre^ed  a  willingness  to  test  the  "  meat  meal,"  as  an  egg  producer 
particularly.  He  would  also  like  to  try  it  out  in  the  dry-mash 
ratitxis,  for  growing  chicks.  In  the  fall  the  poultry  raisers  send  all  • 
their  chicks  to  the  poultry  farm  at  the  college,  where  they  artt 
fattened,  killed,  dressed,  and  di£posed  of.  Consequently,  at  this 
season  of  the  year  they  must  use  ^  considerable  quantity  of  poultry 
food. 

This  food  seems  not  to  be  used  for  feeding  horses  and  cattle,  |»*ob- 
ably  because  it  is  not  generally  known  to  be  suitable  for  this  purpoee.- 

tA  list  of  dealers  who  might  be  Interested  In  American  meat  meal  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district 
offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  72,576.  A  review  of  the  poultry-food  market  In  Eng- 
land was  published  In  Commebce  Repobtb  for  Feb.  12,  1916.] 


:  AUEBICAff  GONSULAB  OFEICEBS  OH  lEATB  QF  ABSENCE, 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
tile  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  tiieir  respective' 
jurisdictions: 


Name. 

Post 

Expira- 
tion of 
venae. 

Addnes. 

Watti.  Stbelbart  

BnuMis,  Be^hun  

Tftfliolni.Talwan 

Har.  11 
Apr.  I 
liar.  1 
Apr.  4 

1091  Clbton  atnvt,  FhlMflliMa,  Fa. 
197S  Westeath  street,  ClevelaDdToiilo. 
D^»rtnMRt  of  Statf'.WashtngtoD.D.Cl.' 
Ceatury  Gtub,  7  West  «d  Street.  Nnr 
YoA  Cfty. 

Nevlllfl,  Edwin  L  

Ntngan  Falls, Ontario. 

Bradley^  WUUamHsnisoo... 
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AUTOKOBIIXS  ZH  VEHEZTJELA. 

[Consul  Ilom«r  Brett,  La  Gualn,  Jan.  21.) 

The  importation  of  automobiles  is  one  of  the  most  striking  of 
recent  trade  developments  in  Venezuela.  It  may  be  said  to  have 
began  in  1911,  but  importations  that  year  were  not  sufficiently  impor- 
tant to  be  included  in  the  c<Hisulate*s  trade  report.  Since  then  pur- 
chases of  motor  cars  and  accessories  have  been  as  follows: 


Ycon. 

ToUL 

Uttit«d 
Statu. 

Pnnoa. 

Gnat 
Britain. 

Natbw 

$117,876 

302,  SM 
157,474 

86,337 

SM,Sg3 
135,480 

iz7,m 

86,472 

tie.304 

28,626 

i«,ae3 

n.080 

18,0BS 
6,558 

«is,»a 

From  the  beginning  the  TTnited  States  has  supplied  more  cars 
than  all  other  countries  combined,  and  since  the  middle  of  1914  has 
had  a  monopoly  of  this  business.  American  export  statistics  show 
ttiat  in  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1915,  three  commercial  cars 
valued  at  $7,164,  227  passenger  cars  valued  at  $143,086,  and  parts 
worth  ^8,750  were  dipped  to  Venezuela  from  the  United  Stat^ 

Tavorable  Tariff  Treatment. 

Realizing  that  better  transportation  is  the  supreme  need  of  Vm- 
ezuela,  the  Government  encourages  the  import  of  motor  cars  by  put- 
ting them  in  the  lowest  or  first  customs  class,  the  duty  amountiiigf 
to  io.68  per  100  pounds  gross  weight.  Gasoline  is  in  the  same  class, 
but  high  freights  and  the  fact  that  it  is  still  necessary  to  import  it 
in  tins  raises  the  price  to  $0.50  per  gallon.  Even  this  high  price 
does  not  seem  to  limit  the  use  of  passenger  cars,  but  it  undoubtedly 
restricts  the  use  of  trucks,  and  the  number  of  the  latter  is  growing 
rather  slowly. 

Passenger  cars,  on  the  contrary,  are  <»min^  in  more  rapidly  than 
ever,  ana  evenr  steamer  from  New  York  brings  from  5  to  18  new 
ones.  About  half  the  cars  in  use  are  Fords,  and  the  Overland, 
Saxon,  Studebaker,  Dodge  Bros.,  Hudson,  Buick,  Davis,  Chevrolet, 
Mitchell-Lewis,  Carondelet,  Empire,  Chandler,  Metz,  Hupmobile, 
Monarch,  Beo,  and  Jackson  all  have  agents  in  Caracas,  which  is  the 
only  possible  place  for  a  general  a^nt  to  be  located. 

Outlook  Promising. 

There  appears  to  be  a  bright  future  for  automobiles  in  Venezuela, 
foi:  there  are  few  countries  m  which  they  are  more  greatly  needed. 
There  are  numerous  towns  and  villages  which  have  never  heretofore 
been  accessible  e\ce|)t  on  muleback  and  which  will  never  be  reached 
by  railways,  but  which,  nevertheless,  are  the  most  healthful  and  the 
most  prosperous  plitces  in  the  Republic  owing  to  their  elevation  and 
to  the  coffee  crops  produced  near  them.  The  Government  is  build- 
ing wagon  roads  to  nil  of  these,  and  every  few  days  the  local  news- 
jiapers  publish  a  telegram  that  the  first  automobile  has  reached  some 
one  of  them  or  thot  some  journey  hos  been  made  in  two  days  whidx 
formerly  required  two  weeks.  In  Ciudad  Bolivar,  on  the  Orinoco, 
there  are  40  American  motor  cars;  the  journey  from  Caracas  across 
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tile llanos  to  San  Fernando  de  Apure  is  frequently  made;  and  the 
local  agent  of  an  American  automobile  recently  published  a  telegram 
from  a  customer  in  Colombia,  far  beyond  the  southern  boundary  of 
Veixezuela,  stating  that  his  car  was  giving  satisfaction. 

A  list  of  garages  and  of  motor-car  dealers  in  Caracas  accompanies 
this  report^  DUt  for  the  introduction  of  a  new  car  this  list  is  of  little 
Talue,  as  the  persons  named  are  already  agents.  In  such  cases  the 
fact  that  a  manufacturer  desires  an  agent  is  published  here  and, 
with  the  existing  great  interest  in  the  matter,  several  applications 
ar0  usually  received. 

.  [The  list  mentioned  may  be  obtained  by  applying  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Dmmestlc  GoiQmerce  or  its  district  offices.  It^er  to  file  No.  72285.] 


on.  EZFLOBATION  IN  BBITISH  OUIASA. 

[Consul  Qeorse  B.  Cbambertln,  Qeorgetown,  Jan,  25.] 

In  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Institute  of  Mines  and  Forests  of 
British  Guiana,  a  paragraph  states: 

Persistent  rumors  of  the  findlDg  of  oil  In  the  northwest  district  are  current* 
and  there  is  some  reason  for  placing  credence  In  th^.  The  truth  or  otherwise 
will  soon  be  flnklly  dispoeed  of  one  way  or  the  other,  as  the  Government  intends 
very  shortly  to  bore  an  artesian  well  In  the  district  from  which  the  Indtcatlpna 
of  oil  are  rqwrted.  This  will  show  the  charactw  of  the  formation  of  the 
oonntry  to  some  d^th  and  reveal  to  the  geologist  whether  conditions  are  favor- 
able as  a  source  of  an  oU  supply. 

The  artesian  weU  proposed  by  the  Government  has  not  yet  been 
bored,  but  private  interests  have  recently  imported  a  well-drilling 
|»lant  from  Trinidad,  fitted  with  6,  8,  and  10  inch  bores.  The  plant  is 
m  the  charge  of  an  expert,  who  has  left  Georgetown  for  the  district 
"Vhere  it  is  proposed  to  bore  the  first  test  well.  In  The  Daily  Argosy 
appears  the  following  discussion  of  the  subject: 

No  private  enterprise  has  ever  before  sent  a  proper  drilling  plant  to  the 
4l8trict,  and  it  most  be  remembered  that,  owing  to  the  restrictive  nature  of 
Hw  regulations,  this  Is  not  an  adventure  to  be  embarked  upon  lightly.  Prospect- 
ing for  oil  in  this  colony  Is  not  merely  a  cose  of  risking  a  certain  amount  of 
money  In  sending  up  a  drilling  apparatus  to  the  district  in  which  the  prospector 
lioi>efl  to  find  oil.  The  whole  business  has  to  be  carried  out  under  very  stringent 
rales. 

The  financial  obligation  incurred  by  any  prospector  who  takes  up  the  work 
seriously  Is  considerable,  apart  from  the  actual  cost  upon  the  expedition  Itself, 
which  Is  bound  to  be  heavy,  and  this  Is  undoubtedly  the  reason  which  has 
hitherto  deterred  private  enterprise  from  engaging  In  any  practical  exploration. 
It  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped  that  the  venture  which  Is  now  being  embarked  upon 
will  prove  successful,  and  even  If  it  is  not,  its  pTomot««  will  merit  commenda- 
tion for  having  had  the  courage  of  their  convictions  In  making  the  attempt 

After  an  extended  Investigation  of  the  Wnlnl  River  district  In  the  autumn 
of  lost  year  Mr.  E.  0.  Buck,  director  of  public  works,  reported  that  the  oil 
indications  were  most  favorable.  Proof  of  the  accuracy  of  this  view  would  be 
an  immense  benefit  to  the  colony  as  well  as  to  those  concerned  In  the  successful 
Investigation,  who  would  certainly  deserve  aU  the  profit  accruing  to  them  as  a' 
result   

Further  advance  in  the  development  of  new  alloy  steels,  as  well  as 
new  applications  of  those  already  establidied,  are  to  be  expected,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Mines.  The  bureau  has 
jnst  issued  Bulletin  100, "  Manufacture  and  Uses  of  Alloy  Steels." 
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iteserTcd  addresses  nuur  he  obtained  from  the  Bareu  and  Its  AIntriet  oaecs*  Reqnest. 
.  ?  tax  each  opportunity  sbouhl  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  ttM  flie  Mvmbev  gltcB.    -  ^ 

Ifovcltiea,  ioUet  articles,  etc.,  No.  20223. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Boreftn 
reports  that  a  firm  in  the  Uiiitetl  States,  which  has  an  <rfBce  In  the  Netlv- 
erlanda,  desii'cs  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of  smelV 
novelties,  toilet  articles,  etc. 

Leather,  cotton,  and  hardtcare,  No.  20224. — An  American  consular  ofBcer  to 
Portugal  reports  that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  represent  Amertaut 
exiwrterw  of  leathers,  hardware,  and  cotton.  Correspondence  may  be' la> 
EngllHh.  ■  -  ■ 

Tegtile9,  No.  20^.-^  man  In  Uruguay  informs  an  American  consular  ofltcer 
that  he  desires  to  represent  American  monufftcturers  of  textile  gooda- 

Haeftiue  needles,  No.  20220. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Spain  writes  tlutt 
a  firm  In  Ills  district  is  lu  the  market  for  knitting-machine, needles.  Gay 
respondence  should  be  In  Spanisti.  Quotations  are  desired  c.  1.  f.  Spaniab 
irarts. 

Tefttilea  for  Kcarivg  apparel,  fhocs,  etc..  No.  20227. — ^A  man  In  France  Informs 
an  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  r^resent  American  Duum- 
facturers  of  textiles  for  women's  wearing  an;)arei ;  shoes  for  women,  giriff; 
and  children ;  travelers*  supplies  for  women,  etc.  Reference  Is  given. 

Itutrumcnts,  moekinert/,  etc..  No.  20228.— An  American  consular  officer  In  India 
^vrltes  that  a  firm  in  bis  district  deslivs  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  and  exporters  of  motors,  generators,  switchboards,  in- 
candescent mnzdu  standnrd  and  half-watt  lamps,  transformers,  and  meters; 
pumping  macliluery  for  wati^rworks  and  sewage;  leaded  lights  for  diurches;. 
temples,  public  Uuildinjis,  etc.;  rortland  cement;  electric,  Iiydraullc,  aptl. 
hand-powi>r  eIe\'ator!j  fur  passengers  and  freight;  refrigerating  and  cold- 
storage  plant;  automatic  signaling,  tnt^'iochlng  machines,  ete;  manual 
^gnuling  apparatus,  etc.;  metal  windows.  caaCTWntB,  steel  sashes,  etc.;' 
water-level  recorders  and  all  appliances  for  water  gauging;  motor  boats 
and  accessories;  metal  furniture  of  all  kinds  for  offices,  schools,  ho^itala;. 
stores,  etc.;  eamers-halr  and  cotton  belting;  hose;  water  metera  of  alt 
kinds;  hydraulic  machinery,  turbine  pumps,  etc.;  stationary  oil  engtms^ 
combined  engines  and  pumps;  aud  asbestos  cement  slates  and  sheets. 

AgKicuttural  machUierUi  No.  20229. — A-jwecIal  agent  of  the  Bureau  writes  tfai^ 
a  man  in  Bolivia, desires  to  receive  catalogues,  prices,  and  full  Informatloa- 
from  American  manufacturers  of  gasollue  traction  engines  able  to  travel'- 
up  0  per  cent  j^ndos;  plows  used  in  connection  with  traction  engines;  smtil'- 
presses  for  barley;  see<ling  and  liarvesting  machines  for  wheat,  barley,  and-: 
potatoes;  Uituvntors  for  wheat  and  barley;  engines  for  barley  pressM; 
sheep-clipping  apparatus;  light  trucks  of  sufficient  power  to  remove  mips;; 
automobiles  for  delivering  milk  and  vegetables,  able  to  travel  up  14  pa 
cent  grades;  and  reaping  machines  for  alfalfa. 

Phof^grapliic  appnrntm.  No.  20230. — An  American  cousalar  officer  In  the  Nether- 
lands roiKjrts  that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  represent  American  mamr. 
facturers  of  pliotoKrnphle  apparatus  of  all  kinds.  It  Is  stated  that  cash- 
will  be  paid  against  documents  for  all  goods  orderwi.  References  are  giveOi 

Watorproof  vloth.  No.  20231. — k  man  in  Spain  informs  an  American  consnlar 
officer  that  lie  desires  to  purchase  waterproof  cloth.  In  wholesale  quantltlesf: 
front  American  manufacturers.  Keferences  are  given.  Correspondence  majr' 
be  lu  English. 

So4a  a»h.  No.  20232. — An  American  consvdar  officer  In  Canada  writes  that  a 
firm  in  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  Amertcau  exiKirters 

of  soda  ash  (5S  per  cent)  for  soap  making. 

Machinery,  No.  20233.— An  American  oonsular  officer  In  China  reports  tlmt  a 
tirm  In  his  district  desires  to  pui-chasc  niacliinery  for  two  plants  for  nMktng 
hollow  tile.  Kuil  Inrnrniation.  including  paitlculnrs  regaTtlioff^  ilaily  ca- 
pacity of  plants,  quotations  c.  I-  f-  destination  or  f.  o.  t}.  San  Francisco,  with, 
freight  estimates,  and  date  of  delivery,  should  be  sent. 
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DELAY  IN  BISCHABaiKO  CARGO  AT  HATBE; 

The  Amerienn  consul  at  Havre,  France,  reports,  under  date  of 
February  IC,  that  at  present  i^eamers  desiring  to  discharge  at  that 
port  are  detained  an  average  of  15  days  in  the  roadstead  and  an 
equal  period  of  time  at  the  (juays.  There  is  no  prospect  of  a  change 
in  these  conditions. 

FBOOS*  OF  OSIOIN  IN  AUSTBAUA. 

Commercial  Attach^  Downs  repoits  from  Melbourne  that  goods 
imported  from  the  United  States  nre  frequently  refused  entry  until 
aataafactory  proof  is  pi-esented  that  they  were  manufactured  in  the 
United  States,  or  in  some  country  with  which  tiie  TTnited  Kingdom 
is  at  peace.  Invoices  from  actual  manufacturers,  ])referably  with' 
notation  that  the  goods  are  the  product  of  their  own  factory,  and* 
statement  as  to  its  location,  are  usually  accepted  as  evidence  of 
American  manufacture.  Sucli  maniifiu'turors''  invoices  should  accoui- 
pany  all  cxi)orts  to  Australia  even  when  shipped  directly  by  for- 
warding agents  or  commission  houses. 

Under  the  new  export  regulations,  the  oi-igiiial  shipper  is  in  a 
position  to  make  out  his  own  dec^laration  to  tlie  custiJius  authorities 
of  the  United  States,  and  thus  have  available,  if  necessary,  further 
proof  of  the  American  origin  of  goods  destined  Jor  countries' which 
prohibit  the  entity  of  imnclmiHlise  of  eiieiuy  origin. 


Heroism  in  Ligflithoiue  Service  Keceives  Special  Recognition. 

The  commendation  of  the  officers  and  ci*ew  of  the  lighthouse  shij) 
Columbine,  by  Secretary  of  Commerce  Kedfield,  for  heroic  rescue  of 
the  British  bark  British  Yeoman^  which  was  noted  in  Commebcf. 
Beports  for  February  17,  1916,  has  been  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  entire  Lighthouse  Service,  by  posting  on  all  vessels  and  in  all 
stations. 
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SWISS  FUBCHASES  OF  SiraAB  IH  UJllTED  STATES. 

[Cotuml  Walter  H.  Schnls,  Berne,  Jan.  28.] 

Large  purchases  of  sugar  have  been  made  in  the  United  States  re- 
cently by  the  Swiss  authorities,  an  extension  of  American  trade  in 
which  the  Berne  consulate  has  given  asdstance.  It  is  stated  in  the 
Bemer  Bund,  one  of  the  leading  newspapers  of  Switzerland^  in  its' 
issue  of  January  28, 191C,  that  it  is  understood  that  the  GoTernment 
has  ordered  an  immediate  inventory  of  the  sugar  stocks  of  the 
country. 

It  is  explained  by  the  newspaper  that  this  precautionary  measure 
is  due  to  speculation.  Sugar  prices  have  lately  shown  a  strong  up- 
ward tendency,  and  new  maximum  prices  are  expected  in  the  future. 
The  Bemer  i3und  says  that  many  su^ar  dealers  hold  considerable 
stocks  in  anticipation  of  the  new  maximum  prices,  in  order  to  sell 
their  wares  at  a  big  profit.  The  newspaper  says,  further: 

'  An  inventory  at  this  time  ts  of  particular  value,  as  it  will  make  clear  the  ex- 
tcut  of  furtlier  purchases.  Id  Au.strla,  it  Is  true,  several  thousand  carloads  of 
sugar  are  still  awaiting  shipment  to  Switzerland,  but  as  there  ts  a  shortage  In 
the  compensatory  wares  desired  of  Switzerland  by  Austria  in  return  for  tbte 
sugar,  it  is  difficult  to  tell  when  the  country  will  come  Into  possession  of  this 
sugar.  As  a  Result,  only  the  United  Stntes  is  considered  as  an  open  market  £or 
t|ie  Swiss  with  regard  to  sugar  purcliases. 


IMPORTANCE  OF  THE  CAKABIES  FOB  COAIIHO. 

[Cousut  George  K,  Stiles,  TeucrJffe.  Jan.  15,1 

The  bunker  coal  interests  of  tliesc  islands,  as  well  as  the  ship- 
chandling  trade,  have  received  an  important  advantage  through  the 
deci^on  of  the  Koyal  Holland  Mail  boats  to  m^e  Las  Palmas,  Grand 
Canary,  their  coaling  and  provisioning  station  on  the  new  route  now 
taken  by  these  ocean  lines  around  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Until 
recently  these  vessels  went  through  the  Suez  Canal. 
.  Tlie  big  American  liner  KroonJand  and  the  18,000-ton  steamer 
Minnesota  recently  coaled  at  Las  Palmas,  and  this  coaling  station 
seems  to  become  more  favored  by  all  vessels  making  South  Atlantic 
ports,  wlwther  for  the  east  or  west  coasts. 

During  the  last  half  of  1915,  a  number  of  full  cargoe-s  of  American 
coal  were  imported  into  Canary  Island  ports,  and  imder  present  con- 
ditions American  coal  has  every  economic  right  to  furnish  the 
major  part  of  the  bunker  coal  brought  in  vast  quantities  to  these 
ports, 

FBOFITS  FROU  SEIEGTEI)  COWS. 

[Consul  G.  tt.  Taggart.  Cornwall,  Ontario,  Canada,  Feb.  15.] 

In  the  latest  report  of  the  dairy  and  cold  storage  commis-sioner 
there  is  published,  as  a  result  of  the  investigations  of  the  Cornwall, 
Ontario,  dairy  record  center,  contrasts  between  the  profits  derived 
during  the  lactation  season  from  43  cows  of  selected  herds  with  50 
?ows  of  poorer  herds.  The  43  selected  cows  showed  a  total  net  profit 
'  $1,540,  while  the  60  poorer  cows  gave  a  profit  of  only  $615. 
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PRODUCTS  AND  TBABE  OF  POBTUOTTESE  OTTIKEA. 

[VEee  Consul  llarry  A.  UcUrldi.-,  Bomn,  Kod»;o,  Jan. 

Portuguese  Guinea,  a  small  possession  on  the  coast  of  West  Africa, 
is  entirely  suri-ounded  on  the  land  side  by  French  Senegambia.  It 
includes  the  adjacent  archipelago  of  Bijagoz  and  the  island  of  Bo- 
lama,  on  which  the  town  of  Bolama,  the  capital,  is  situated. 

The  area  is  13,948  square  miles,  divided  for  administrative  pur- 
poses into  the  District  of  Bolama,  and  the  military  commandments 
of  Bissau,  Gacheu,  Geba,  Farim,  Buba,  and  Cacine.  The  total  popu- 
lation is  about  300,000,  composed  of  10  distinct  tribes  of  natives. 

Although  vegetation  is  profuse  and  most  of  the  land  is  rich,  little 
agricultural  j>rogress  has  been  made,  due  both  to  the  unfavorable 
climatic  conditions  and  to  the  tribal  disturbances.  The  temperature 
varies  only  from  Tft**  to  86°  F, 

Principal  Frodncts — Imports  and  Exports. 

The  principal  products  are  rublwr,  peanuts,  wax,  coconuts,  tropical 
jfruits,  ivory,  and  hides.  Dunng  recent  years  some  ottention  has 
been  paid  to  tlic  cultivation  of  pcsiiiuts,  and  in  1913  the  total  crop 
was  over  11,000  tons.  The  lialuntii  natives  on  the  island  of  Bolama 
lead  ill  tliis  brnni'h  of  industry,  their  tiehls  yielding  2.200  to  3,900 
pounds  of  nuts  per  hectare  (2.47  acres)  and,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
they  have  adopted  the  best  methods  of  cultivation,  the  quality  of 
the  product  is  good.  The  shell  of  the  j)eanut  is  used  as  fodder  for 
anminls  and  also  for  einiching  the  soil.  Kxports  of  peanuts  in- 
creased in  value  from  $4;J,C09  in  1902,  to  $439,153  in  1013,  shipments 
having  been  made  chiefly  to  Germany,  Netherlands,  Portugal,  and 
France. 

The  most  recent  complete  statistics  of  trade  available  are  those 
covering  the  year  lOOK.  which  sliow  the  vahie  of  imj)orts  to  have 
been  $8.57,155 "and  the  exports  $492,238.  Tiic  principal  comniemal 
port  is  Bissau. 

HEW  GOVEBHHENT  BEFABTMEHT  IH  SOTTTH  AXTSTBAUA. 

[ConHtil  Wlllhim  0.  JEafn'lssm.  ^[l■l'lOlrnJ^•,  Aiistrallii,  .Inn.  O.J 

The  Austrjilian  press  reports  tlnit  a  scheme  recently  formulated  to 
foster  new  industries  in  tlie  State  of  Soutli  Australia  by  the  utiliza- 
tion of  the  raw  materials  at  hand  has  led  to  the  establishment  of  a 
new  Government  department,  to  be  known  as  the  Department  of 
Cliomistry.  Tm])ortiint  experiments  are  said  to  have  been  conducted 
with  promising  results.  Besides  working  u[)on  a  variety  of  mineral 
deposits  available  in  South  Australia,  it  is  also  intended  to  give 
attention  to  the  nonmineral  production  of  linseed  oil  and  to  the  utili- 
zation of  casein  obtained  from  skimmed  miilc,  for  tlie  manufacture 
of  many  articles  now  imported,  and  further  to  investigate  diiUcuUies 
in  connection  with  the  creation  of  hyilrogen  and  carbon  monoxide 
for  producer  gas  engines. 


There  were  4,390,940  stems  of  banana.s,  valued  at  $2,4r>0.754.  invoiced 
at  the  American  consulate  at  Port  Limon,  Costa  Kica.  for  the  United 
States  during  1915,  compared  with  4,802,233  stems,  valued  at  $2,G80,- 
311,  for  1914. 
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THE  TTSE  OF  TBADDTG  STAMPS  IH  CAHABA. 

[Consul  a«ieral  John  O.  Foster,  Ottawa,  Jan.  21.1 

Notwithstanding  legislation  restricting  their  distribution,  trading 
stamps  or  coupons  are  used  to  a  considerable  extent  in  Canada.  As 
was  pointed  out  in  C^ommerce  Bepohts  for  December  27, 1915^  under 

the  Dominion  act  of  1905  trading  stamps  are  prohibited  which  are 
redeemable  (1)  by  any  person  other  than  the  A'endor,  or  the  person 
from  whom  he  purchased  the  goods,  or  the  manufacturer  of  the 
goods;  or  (2)  by  the  vendor,  or  the  person  from  whom  he  purchased 
the  goods,  or  the  manufacturer  of  the  goods,  in  cash  or  goods  not  his 
property,  or  not  his  oxclusivo  property;  or  (3)  by  the  vendor  else- 
where than  in  the  premises  wliere  such  goods  are  purcha^d,  or  which 
do  not  show  upon  their  face  the  place  of  delivery  and  the  merchant^ 
able  value  thereof,  or  are  not  redeemable  at  any  time. 

In  order,  therefore,  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  it  ia 
necessary  that  trading-stamp  devices  should  be  redeemable  by  the 
^endor,  or  the  person  from  whom  he  purchased  the  goods,  in  cash  or 
goods  whicii  are  his  property.  They  must  he  redeemable  upon  the 
premises  where  such  goods  are  purchased,  or  must  show  upon  their 
face  the  place  of  delivery  and  the  merchantable  value  of  the  goods, 
and  they  must  be  redeemable  at  any  time.  Accordingly  trading 
stamps  or  coupons  are  so  printed  as  to  comply  with  these  require.- 
hients. 

.  As  stated,  such  coupons  are  used  to  a  considerable  extent  in  Can- 
ada, and  the  legislation  does  not  seem  to  have  had  any  special  effect 
upon  selling  schemes  except  in  the  particulars  required  by  the  statute. 


AUEBICAK  OnrSENa  SHIPMENTS  TO  CHINA. 

[Consul  C.  B.  Giiiiss,  detailed  ns  vice  consul,  SbnoKhai,  Jan.  12.] 

It  is  only  the  producers  of  very  large  quantities  of  ginseng  in  the 
United  States  who  would  find  it  advisable  to  seek  direct  trade  in 
supplying  the  markets  of  China.  Such  producers  could  communicate 
with  the  group  of  Chinese  merchants  at  Hongkong  which  is  believed 
to  cwatrol  almost  the  entire  ginseng  trade  of  China,  receiving  the 
importations  and  distributing  them  throughout  the  country.  Dealers 
do  not  find  that  they  can  compete  successfully  with  the  Hongkong 
syndicate. 

To  the  small  grower  in  America,  it  is  probably  more  profitable  to 
dispose  of  his  ginseng  to  some  local  commission  house  at  home. 

The  customs  statistics  show  that  there  is  practically  no  direct 
importation  of  ginseng  into  China  from  the  XJnited  States.  Large 
quantities  enter  from  the  free  port  of  Hongkong,  and  it  is  understood 
tliat  the  American  ginseng  is  shipped  to  that  port. 


Fermission  to  Establish  American,  Bank  in  Chile. 

Consul  General  L.  J.  Keena,  of  Valparaiso,  reports  that  by  decree 
Ko.  02,  dated  at  Santingo,  January  18, 1916,  the  Government  of  Chile 
grants  to  the  National  City  Bank,  of  New  York,  permission  to  estab- 
lish banking  agencies  in  Chile.  The  capital  of  the  local  banking] 
agencies  is  stated  in  the  decree  as  $1,000,000  United  States  curreacyil 
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CONSTBTTCnON  WOBE  IN  CHOSEN. 

IConsta  Ocnernl  namford  8.  Miller,  Bcoul.] 
Vew  6«Tenuneat  Oeneral  OlBees— Kallway  Hotel. 

It  was  decided  Inst  year  to  erect  new  Govornment  general  offices 
in  the  grounds  of  K^ongpok  Palace,  at  the  cost  of  $1,500,000,  the 
cost  to  be  defrayed  in  eight  consecutive  years.  In  the  budget  for 
1916-17,  just  framed,  a  sum  of  $100,000  has  been  included  as  part 
of  the  estimate  for  carrying  out  the  scheme. 

The  local  press  raj)orts  that  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the 
authonties  oi  the  Kailwny  Bureau  of  the  Government  General  of 
Chosen  have  included  in  the  budget  for  tlie  next  fiscal  year  (ending 
Mar.  31,  1917)  an  estimate  for  the  erection  of  a  railway  hotel  at 
Pyeng  Yang,  Chosen.  Correspondence  regarding  supplies  for  this 
undertaking  should  be  addressed  to  8.  Inohara,  Esq.,  general  man- 
ager of  the  Railway  Hotels,  care  Chosen  Hotel,  Seonl,  Chosen. 

Kew  Bridge  Across  tbe  Han  BlTer. 

The  semiofficial  Seoul  Press  reports  that  the  authorities  of  the 
Government  General  are  planning  to  construct  an  iron  bridge  across 
the  Han  River  on  the  hignway  between  Seoid  and  Chemulpo,  a  little 
above  the  railway  -bridge  at  Ryuzan.  The  cost  is  estimated  at 
$850,000.  It  will  measure  2j000  feet  in  length  and  27  feet  in  width, 
it  is  exjjected  that  work  will  be  commenced  in  the  spring  of  1916 
and  be  completed  in  1917.  Correspondence  should  be  addressed  to 
the  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  l*ubUc  ^^'^orks,  (lovernment  General  of 
Chosen,  Seoul,  Chosen. 

Xew  Hydroelectric  Company. 

It  is  reported  that  certain  business  men  of  Tokyo  are  jjlanning  to 
establish  a  new  hydroelectric  company  to  utilize  the  water  power  of 
the  Namchon  River  in  the  south  of  the  peninsula.  It  is  proposed  that 
the  new  company  be  capitalized  at  $1,500,000,  and  that  it  shall  pur- 
chase the  rights  of  the  pi-esent  Taiku  Electric  Co.  The  new  company 
-will  not  only  supply  electricity  to  the  district  but  will  also  assi^ 
in  the  imgation  of  neija;hboring  lands.  As  application  for  the  per- 
mission of  the  authorities  has  already  been  made,  it  is  expected  that 
■work  will  be  commenced  in  the  spring  of  1910.  The  plant  of  the 
company  will  be  located  at  Hyopchon,  South  Kyongsang  Province, 


CTTRAgAO  INCREASES  USE  OF  AMERICAN  FERFTTUES. 

(Consul  Ilniry  (.'.  voii  Strnvc,  CitrHtjiio,  Dutch  U'est  liiillm,  Fi-h.  8.] 

Conditions  in  the  local  stores  of  Curasao  Indicate  that  practically 
all  except  American  and  French  perfumes  have  now  disappeared 
from  this  market.  The  popularity  of  American  perfumes  seems  to 
be  steadily  increasing. 

In  1914,  the  latest  year  for  which  statistics  are  available,  the  im- 
ports of  perfume  were  $10,000,  which  wsis  $7,000  less  than  in  the 
preceding  year;  the  imports  from  the  United  States  rose,  however, 
from  $1,099  in  1913  to  $2,260  in  1914.  In  1913,  the  latest  year  for 
which  the  imports  from  the  various  countries  are  obtainable,  they 
■were:  Germany,  $2,934;  France,  $4,738:  England,  $0.S00;  United 
SUtes,  $1,699;  Netherlands,  $982;  Colombia,  $20;  total,  $17,173. 
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WORK  FLAHNSD  FOB  COAST  AHS  OEOBETIC  SUKVET: 

Tlie  United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Surrey  is  making  plans 

for  its  work  during  the  coming  season.  Two  of  its  vessels,  the  Pat' 
te7'80n  and  Explorer,  are  in  the  East  Waterway,  Seattle  Harbor,  com- 
pleting the  annual  repairs  needed  to  fit  them  for  work  in  the  sheltered 
and  nearby  coast  waters  of  southeast  Alaska.  The  little  steamer 
Taku  will  continue  work  in  Prince  William  Sound.  There  vill.be 
no  other  surveying  vessels  in  Alaska  this  season. 

The  Gedney  and  McArthur  were  condemned  and  sold  the  past 
winter^  and>  as  a  partial  offset  to  their  loss,  the  remaining  vessels  and 
two  wire-drag  parties  will  begin  the  season's  work  in  April,  about 
one  month  earlier  than  in  previous  years.  It  is  expected  that  a  real 
advance  will  be  made  this  season  in  the  comprehensive  survey  of  die 
coasts. 

Tasks  Assigned  to  Two  Vessels  of  Surrey. 

To  the  Patterson  have  been  assigned  the  passages  leading  south- 
ward from  Wrangell  ilnd  Sumner  Straits,  including  Kashevarof  Pas- 
sage, Eocky  Bay  and  tributaries,  Zimovia  Strait,  Eastern  Passage, 
Blake  Channel,  and  Ernest  Sound. 

The  Explorer  will  survey  the  outer  coast  of  Da,ll  and  other  island^ 
northward  from  Cape  Muzon,  including  the  important  fishing  banks 
in  the  vicinity  of  Forrester  Island,  and  the  unsur\eyed  dangers  be- 
tween the  latter  island  and  the  coast.  The  launch,  or  little  steamer, 
(Joamos,  will  work  in  conjunction  with  the  Explorer. 

The  two  wire-drag  parties,  which  will  work  partly  in  conjunction 
with  the  Patterson  this  season,  will  endeavor  to  complete  tlie  main 
channels  from  Clarence  Strait  to  Wrangell  Strait,  the  through  chan- 
nels from  Ernest  Sound  to  Wrangell,  and  the  main  channel  of  Sum- 
ner Strait  from  AVrangell  to  Cape  Decision,  including  the  brokeib 
a*vea  northward  of  Coronation  Island. 

Capts.  J.  F.  Pratt  and  Ferdinand  Westdahl,  in  charge  of  the  sub-; 
offices  of  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  at  Seattle  and  San  Francisco,^ 
respectively,  have  complete  files  of  the  charts  and  other  publications 
relating  to  the  coasts  of  the  United  States  and  Alaska,  for  reference 
purposes,  for  the  use  of  the  public. 


BAUWAY  TBAPFIG  IN  BEBNE  DISTBICT. 

[Consul  Walter  U.  Scbnlz,  Berne,  Switzerland,  Jan.  21.1 

The  five  privately  owned  Bernese  railroads  closed  the  year  IWo 
■*ith  a  total  income  of  only  $87,172  less  than  in  1914,  wliich  is  re- 

farded  as  a  good  showing  in  view  of  present  conditions  in  Europe, 
liese  railroads  are  the  Bern-Loetschberg-Simplon,  Bern-Schwarzen- 
burg,  Giirbethal,  Spiez-Erlenbach,  and  Erlenbach-Zweisimmen. 

The  total  passenger  movement  during  1915  was  2,139,614,  against 
2,647,381  for  1914;  freight  transported,  1,065,407  metric  tons,  against 
751,961  tons;  and  total  receipts,  $883,132,  against  $970,804. 

The  Bem-T^netschberg-Simplon  line  in  a  statement  announces  that 
its  i-evenue  per  kilometer  (1  kilometer=0.62  mile)  in  1914  was  $6,673, 
as  compared  with  $6,022  in  1916.  This  road  is  one  of  the  most  ini', 
?ortant  in  Switzerland. 
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CANADIAN  NOTES. 

[Coueul  flCDr;  U.  Balcli,  Vnrmnulli,  Norn  Scotln,  Fvb.  10.] 

Canadian  Ttili  for  Soldiers  at  the  Front 

Through  the  joint  fiction  of  the  Fislierieb  nnd  Militia  Departments 
the  Canadian  (Sovernment  has  ai-rangod  to  ship  about  40  tons  of  fish 
weekly  to  England.  According  to  press  reports,  the  first  shipment, 
consisting  of  salmon  and  halibut  from  the  Pacific  coast  and  cod,  soles, 
smoked  haddock,  and  fillets  from  the  Maritime  Provinces,  is  now 
being  dispatched.  Cold-storage  facilities  have  been  provided  on  the 
transpoiis  Stilling  between  Canada  and  England.  The  Dominion 
Government  hopes  that  lliroiigh  these  shipments  a  large  permanent 
market  for  Canadian  fish  may  ultimately  be  c.stabli.shed  in  the 
mother  country. 

Dew  Canning  Kachine  Effects  Saving. 

A  canninn;  machine  manufactured  by  an  American  company  is 
being  extensively  used  this  season  by  the  fi.sh  and  lobster  canners  of 
the  Yarmouth  consular  district.  The  machine  practically  does  away 
with  the  old  and  slow  process  of  soldering.  Solder  is  used  only  to 
close  one  side  of  the  can,  the  ends  being  sealed  without  its  use.  How^ 
ever,  a  special  can  made  by  the  same  compan}'^,  costing  $0.20  more 
per  case,  must  be  used.  The  machines  nt  present  retail  at  $130  each 
or  rent  for  $30  a  month.  There  is  a  considerable  saving  in  time, 
labor,  and  material,  and  it  is  thought  that  in  the  future  the  machine 
will  come  into  general  use  in  the  canning  industry  of  Nova  Scotia. 

[Consul  Ediraril  A.  Uow,  St.  Stephen,  New  nruoMwfck,  Fdt.  10.) 

Xaine  Shoe  Factory  Helps  Canadian  Town. 

A  building  used  some  time  ago  for  a  shoe  factory  in  the  city  of 
Calais,  Me.,  opposite  St.  Stephen,  has  been  remodeled  and  a  firm 
from  Haverhill,  Mass.,  has  opened  therein  a  new  business,  special- 
i^ng  in  the  manufactui*e  of  a  cheap  grade  of  shoes.  A  few  days  ago 
three  new  cutting  machines  were  installed.  The  factory  now  em- 
ploys more  than  100  people.  Difficulty  in  getting  machinery  orders 
filled  and  freight  congestion  have  delayed  the  progress  of  the  busi- 
ness. 

The  local  effect  is  not  only  to  employ  unskilled  labor  on  both  sides 
of  the  border,  but  to  bring  back  to  skilled  work  many  old  shoe  work- 
ers. As  many  of  the  employees  are  young  people,  quite  a  portion  of 
the  new  wages  distributed  will  be  spent  in  amusements  on  both  sides 
of  the  boundary  line,  as  Calais,  St.  Stephen,  and  Milltown  (New 
Brunswick)  are,  from  a  business  standpoint,  largely  one  community. 
Leather  and  shoe  machinery  and  accessory  supply  dealers  might  ad- 
dress the  shoe  firm  |  whost?  address  may  be  had  from  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices  by  asking 
for  file  No.  72627],  as  well  as  wholesale  coal  firms,  as  this  factory  has 
been  forced  to  buy  a  .somewhat  inferior  grade  of  coal  from  this  part 
of  Canada. 

The  shipments  of  cocoa  from  the  consular  district  of  Bahia, 
Brazil,  for  the  United  States  increas^ed  from  23,030,79^  pounds, 
valued  at  $2,610,034,  for  1914,  to  30,643,960  pounds,  valued  at 
$4,886,016,  for  1915. 
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KABXET  COirDinOVS  FOB  COTIOH  FABBICS  DT  IHDIA. 

[Cotwnl  Lucius  Memmlnger,  Madras,  Jan.  0.] 

Although  there  might  eventually  be  a  market  for  Palm  Beach 
cloth  in  South  India,  its  introduction  would  be  very  difficult,  owing 
to  competition  both  of  locally  made  cloth  and  of  textiles  of  English 

manufacture.  In  the  Madras  consular  district,  which  includes  the 
native  States  of  Hyderabad  and  Mysore,  as  well  as  Madras  Presi- 
dency, there  are  more  than  60,000,000  people,  but  only  a  very  small 
proportion  of  them  wear  clothes  made  of  high-grade  fabrics  or  of 
European  pattern.  The  greater  portion  of  the  people  dress  very 
simpfv. 

Although  no  textile  identical  with  Palm  Beach  cloth  is  manufac- 
tured here,  yet  other  light-weight  clothing  materials  are  made  locally 
and  are  imported  in  great  quantities  from  the  United  Kingdom, 
the  cloth  manufacturers  of  that  country  having  for  a  long  time 
specialized  in  shipping  piece  ^oods  to  India  and  in  supplying  the 
wants  of  the  natives  as  to  quality,  coloring,  and  design,  etc.  Statis- 
tics show  that  the  average  importations  of  cotton  piece  goods  into 
Madras  Presidency  for  the  five  years  ending  1912-13  were  146,- 
330,942  yards  a  year,  valued  at  $9,108,466. 

Able  to  Get  Similar  Fabrics  at  Lower  Price. 

A  sample  of  Palm  Beach  cloth  was  shown  to  the  leading  native 
piece-goods  dealei*s,  who  said  that  they  would  not  be  likely  to  give 
orders  for  cloth  of  that  class,  as  they  could  get  fabrics  of  somewhat 
similar  kind  at  a  cheaper  rate.  They  claimed  that  the  cloths  made 
locally  in  places  like  Calicut,  Conjeevaram,  and  Madras,  and  known 
as  "  Calicut  chec-ks,"  resembled  the  sample.  This  local  cloth,  they 
said,  was  very  durable  and  fast  in  color,  and  was  made  in  various 
designs,  some  just  like  the  tweed  and  flannel  sporting  patterns. 
Prices  were  from  $0.24  to  $0.30  per  j^ard,  24  incnes  wide.  These 
are  bought  by  the  majority  of  the  native  and  Eurasian  population 
who  wear  clothes  of  European  pattern. 

Other  cloths  of  still  cheaper  quality  are  made  in  the  surrounding 
villages  of  Conjeevaram,  (liingleput  District,  Madras  Presidency,  by 
means  of  hand  looms.  They  are  called  "  Conjeevaram  checks  "  and 
are  considered  as  good  as  "  CJalicut  checks,"  but  not  so  strong  and  stiff 
in  texture.  They  are  sold  at  $0.10  and  $0.12  per  yard,  22  inches  wide. 
In  Madras  there  are  two  local  mills  (Buckingham  and  Camatic) 
manufacturing  cloths  of  both  cheap  and  expensive  grades. 

Trade  Hay  Be  Developed  Through  London  Offices. 

Trade  in  this  market  may  be  developed  by  approaching  tlie  London 
offices  of  wholesale  department  stores  here  which  have  tailoring  estab- 
lishments. One  firm  nas  a  tailoring  department  which  is  patronized 
by  Europeans  and  wealthy  natives,  and  as  it  already  handles  various 
.sorts  of  American  goods,  it  is  always  willing  to  consider  new  articles 
from  that  country.  Another  firm  has  31  branches  in  the  Far  East, 
maintaining  a  tailoring  establishment  as  part  of  the  department  store. 
Its  principal  branch  in  India  is  at  Calcutta,  and  it  undoubtedly  has  a 
T.<ondon  office.  The  same  is  true  of  a  third  concern  at  Madras,  which, 
howeveTj  is  not  on  such  an  extensive  scale  as  the  two  others. 
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fleoe  Goods  Trade  of  Vadras  Presldeney. 

A  statement  concerning  the  cotton  piece  goods  trade  of  Madras 
Presidency,  for  the  &cal  year  ending  March  31,  1015,  is  made  in  an 
(^cial  report  of  the  collector  of  customs.  It  says : 

The  Imports  of  cottou  piece  goods,  ninountlng  to  152,000,000  yards,  vnluetl  at 
$10;255,662,  showed  a  setback  of  31  per  cent,  both  lu  quantity  and  value.  Greys 
receded  by  88  per  cent  ia  volume  ami  39  per  c«it  tn  value.  Decreases  occurred 
under  Jaconets,  Including  madapoUauis,  mulls,  and  cambrics,  by  $1,768,811; 
longidoths  ond  shirtings,  by  $880,027 ;  dhutl»,  sari»,  and  searve»,  l>y  $286,709. 
Under  colored  goods,  which  showed  a  decrease  of  27  per  cent,  prints  and  chintz 
declined  by  $513,578;  cambrics,  including  madapoUuins,  muslins,  mulls,  and 
jaconets,  by  $239,107;  shirtings  by  $135,289,  and  unspecified  descriptions  by 
$151,835.  Imports  of  white  piece  goods  declined  by  21  iwr  cent,  both  ia 
quantity  and  value.  Jaconets,  etc.,  sliowod  a  declhie  of  $887,325,  while  dhutls, 
saris,  longcloths,  and  shirtings  showe<l  increases.  The  trade  In  cotton  piece 
goods  was  almost  entirely  confined  to  the  United  Kingdom,  all  other  countries 
sending  only  0.6  per  cent. 

SIAM'S  IMPOSTS  01*  AHEBIGAN  FOOD  FBODUCTS. 

[Vice  Consul  Carl  C.  nHnscn,  Bangkok,  Dec.  21.] 

The  share  of  the  United  States  in  Siam's  imports  of  foodstuffs  for 
the  iiscEtl  year  ended  March  31,  1915,  was  valued  at  $18,973,  a  de- 
crease of  $9,038  as  compared  with  that  for  the  preceding  twelve 
months.  This  falling  off,  however,  was  more  than  accounted  for  by 
the  decline  in  flour  imports,  of  which  $10,688  worth  was  credited 
by  the  Siamese  customs  to  the  United  States  in  1915  against  $20,833 
for  1914;  but  in  this  connection  attention  should  be  called  to  the 
flour  imports  credited  to  Hongkong  during  the  same  period  ($139,115 
and  $13C,461  wortli,  respectively),  as  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the 
original  source  of  most,  if  not  all,  of  this  flour  is  the  United  States. 

In  general  it  appears  that  no  special  efforts  have  been  made  by 
United  States  producers  to  supply  Siam  with  food  products,  as  out 
of  the  total  amount  of  $4^79,493  worth  imported  during  1915  only 
$18,973  worth,  as  stated,  was  entered  at  the  Siamese  customs  as 
coming  direct  from  the  United  States. 

The  Foodstuffs  in  Demand. 

During  the  year  under  consideration  the  following  food  products 
of  interest  to  United  States  producers  were  supplied  to  Siam  from 
abroad:  Biscuits,  $91,548  worth,  of  which  $3  worth  came  from 
United  States:  butter,  $23,407,  from  United  States  $57;  cereals, 
$20,673,  from  United  States  $145 ;  cheese,  $4,980,  from  United  States 
nil;  canned  salmon,  $;)4,715,  from  United  States  $2,263;  flour, 
$175,376,  from  United  States  $10,688 ;  fruit,  except  canned,  $204,577, 
from  United  States  $14 ;  preserved  meat,  $51,047,  from  United  States 
$432;  canned  milk,  $108,501.  from  United  States  $931;  sugar  and 
molasses,  $1,077,044,  from  United  States  $49;  dried  vegetables 
$405,104,  from  United  States  nil.  There  is  also  a  fair  demand  for 
Galifomia  canned  and  dried  fruits,  jellies,  and  jams,  but  statistics 
as  to  the  amount  of  the  yearly  imports  are  not  available. 

There  are  no  pure-food  laws  or  other  measui-es  regulating  or 
restricting  the  import  or  sale  of  foods  in  Siam. 

[Previous  reference  to  Siam's  trade  in  imported  foodstuffs  was  made  in  Cou- 
UBRCE  Repobts  for  Apr.  20,  1915.] 
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cHANaEs  nr  south  apbiga's  tot  kabxet^ 

[Vice  ConanI  Cbarlps  II.  Ilcleler,  Cape  Town,  Jan.  15.] 

England  has  somewhat  strengthened  its  hold  on  this  market  in  the 
better  class  of  toys.  Should  British  manufacturei's  increase  their 
output,  the  probnuilities  are  they  will  obtain  a  good  share  of  tiie 
trade. 

Japan,  at  this  time,  is  forging  ahead  as  a  competitor.  Tlie  manu- 
facturei's of  Japan  have  a  distinct  advantage,  because  it  is  a  country 
of  very  cheap  labor,  and  they  are,  therefore,  in  a  position  to  place 
large  (quantities  of  toys  on  the  market  at  minimum  prices.  The  op- 
portunities for  the  sale  of  such  toys  are  large  in  this  country,  as  the 
demand  is  nhuost  entirely  for  the  cheaper  class  of  goods. 

French  Taste  In  BoU  Hannfactare  Appreciated. 

It  is  believed  that  the  French  still  maintain  their  hold  on  the  doll 
market,  especially  in  the  better  class  of  dolls.  Many  persons  claim 
that  the  Fi-ench  taste  in  dress  has  always  been  an  outstanding  merit 
of  their  production.  Of  course,  some  cost  has  been  necessitated  in 
replacing  the  doll  heads  and  wigs,  which  formerly  were  made  in 
Germany  at  very  smaU  expense. 

The  American  toy  manufacturer  desiring  to  extend  his  trade  to 
this  country  will  do  well  to  study  carefully  the  demand  of  the  South 
African  market.  A  good  article  at  a  low  price  is  desired,  and  to 
become  a  successful  competitor  of  the  countries  where  cheap  labor  is 

1>lentiful  the  American  inanufactui'er  must  be  prepared  to  meet  the 
ocal  i-cquii-ements. 

BBAZniANS  SEEK  USER  KASEET  IH  UBITED  STATES. 

Attention  whicli  has  been  given  to  the  possible  development  of  the 
fiber  industry  in  Brazil,  among  officials  in  that  country  and  in  re- 
ports sent  to  the  Uniteil  States  from  the  consular  districts,  has  re- 
sulted in  a  newspaiier  jpropaganda  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  in  behalf  of  an 
awakening  of  further  interest  in  the  country's  fiber  resoui*ces,  and 
in  the  receipt  of  many  communications  by  the  American  consulate 
general  at  Kio  de  Janeiro  from  pei'sons  seeking  information  as  to 
the  re<]uireinents  of  the  fiber  market  of  the  United  States,  the  prices 
))aid,  and  the  cost  of  American  decorticatuig  machinery-  Many  hold 
the  belief  tliat  a  large  market  for  Brazilian  fibers  could  be  developed 
iu  North  America. 

Most  of  these  in(iuiries  were  received  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  by  mail 
from  distant  jjlaces  in  Brazil.  Previous  indications  of  similar  inter- 
est in  native  fibers  by  the  people  there  were  brought  to  the  attention 
of  American  business  men  in  Comsierce  Eeports  for  September  11 
and  December  3,  1915,  Januaiy  20  and  Februai^  1,  1916.  Some  of 
the  newspapers  have  i)ul)lislieil  interviews  with  Consul  General 
A.  L.  M.  CJottschalk,  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  regarding  the  American 
market. 

|A  list  of  tlio  iHM'soiis  and  firms  that  have  made  Inquiries  at  the  American 
consuliito  Konerul  nt  Itio  de  Janeiro  may  l>e  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  For- 
eiRn  nnd  Dotnt-atlc  Commerce  or  its  district  ottiees.  Copies  In  Portuguese  of 
the  HrnyJIian  ncwspnpcr  Interviews  with  the  consul  general  may  be  Inspected 
It  the  Bureau.   Kefer  to  file  No.  72676.1 
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TAHTTA&T  SZPOBTS  OF  BBEADSTU7FS,  OUS,  ETC. 

The  usual  mwithly  figures  compiled  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreigu  and 
Domestic  Commerce,  showing  exports  of  domestic  breadstu^,  cot- 
tonseed oil,  food  animals,  meat  and  dairy  |>roducts,  cotton,  and  min- 
eral oils  from  the  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United  States 
foUow  : 


Items. 


Jannary— 


IftU 


7  montlii  ending  Taaaary— 


191S 


ins 


KZFOKTS  BT  GBOUFS. 
Bmdstofb  doUors. 

co.t™doa  {St. 

Cattle,  hoiES,  and  shenp  dollars . 

Hflat  and  dairy  products  dollars . 

bal&t . . . 

Cotton   pounds. 

dollars . 

SUIona. 
oUars. 


Total  ddlars. 

EXPORTS  BT  PBINCIPAL  ARTICLES. 


Mineral  oils. 


Com. 
Oats. 


Wheat. 


fluisliels. 
'Idoilars.. 

(butlieli . 
■  - . 

■\doll.irs.. 


ri<«r  {a/f:. 

B«r,c«nx«d  a?;; 

B-r.  fresh  


Beef,  pickled,  etc. 


(pounds. 
'\dnllar,i  . 

<^^^  &t: 

^  tefe 

Hams  and  shoulders  g"^'; 


Urd. 


(pounds. 

 Idillurs ., 

N"t»»>^  {S'Z: 



^00^^n6s  {S^JjjJi^; 

 - ©fc 

^^i^iingoi\  

^^i^tin^^a  fefe 

Q«»U»,n.phtha.tc  fe-- 

Besldaum,  luol  oil,  e.c  i?'',!''"^- 


36.928,009 
27,E07,324 
2,255,ri25 
41,253 
31,050,124 
S39,415 
aSI,  118,933 
34.040,594 
172.199,098 

ii.nii,4U 


5  ,2-7.Jfll 

37,'-'.(j.i87 
:'.4U1.222 
1U,T65 
18,ltf,S38 
1,873,175 
71S. 634,342 
&9,8S8,921 
146,273,783 
8,70e,a97 


227, 
164, 
12, 
2, 
135, 
3, 

1,672, 
191, 
1,410, 

S6, 


775,081 
495,581 
196,137 
157.707 
4EA,696 
203,432 

nw,i.-ii 

5S3.239 
894,835 
509,330 


294,215,804 
143,004.094 
9,11^838 
338.903 
82,731,378 
4,105,525 
2, 151,631, 2»i 
176,650,530 
1,382,626,033 
74,015,573 


IW,  017, 710 


144,549,»4 


655,800,092 


3.309,194 
2.587.645 
5,»1S.4G0 
3,098.940 

13,460,018 

17,761,0^ 
1,619,414 
9,229,496 
1,158,053 
256,454 

10,3K>.723 
l.liCt.WtS' 
3,321.224 
3:t-«,l>44 
r,(K<3.511 
(iS7,395 

4g.72t>.332 
G;MW.029 

24,020.82.) 
3.037.539 

33.271.496 
3.671,0MI 
2,677.  M4 
303.728 

20.495.091 
2,315,.^ 
3,639,fl0n 
366.  Ori? 

14,673.434 
631,078 

62,296,940 
3,777,482 

1».  3711, 112 
3.013,784 

16,918,574 
2,635,259 

58,910,008 
1,643,812 


4.fi86.856 
3.898.005 
4,072,889 
3,924,110 
24,083,966 
31,096.143 
1,757,827 
9,990,953 
7.740.800 
1,225.397 
15,4L<ri,3t3 

1.  W9,203 
2,4'.'8,447 

2^.472 
4.riW.U0* 

27,101,678 
3.517.039 
17.916.011 

2.  e.SH.844 
55,422.424 

6.1h8.930 
2,177.110 
236.571 
3,281.493 
355. C42 
6,008.321 
414.706 
I2,3t«,394 
462.077 
ER.0,">,,'Ji2 

H.  'J.Vi,  150 
10.711', L'44 

2, 1. ■'a, 301 
13,108,852 

I.  538,781 
45,056,730 

1.273,348 


12,149,647 
9.421. 0f« 

47.411,162 
2:!.3<a.l)l0 
10.1. 411.  "74 
124.417,431 
.  N,4rj..'.29 
47.li(il,T48 
25.rj.=0.i^te 
3,9,jO.S35 
130.'>S:t.:i7S 

io,,=ai.,'-.ii 

2ti.W2.9M 
2,784.456 
fi7,Sa«,GJ3 

s.om.015 
ai9.7'.i';.L;« 
43.sfi|.  174 

2il.7s;i.ti34 

2ia.mo!8 

22.04.i,344 
19,458.5(0 

2,133,923 
67.ffl7.2a0 

7. 3110. 326 
OR.  237. 2S« 

■2.i.Vi.r-'23 

I'J.HrT.l'ST 

:!,r,H..138 
4S1, 248 

2S,r,ll,273 
U0,2tlM.fai 

19,7»3,633 
156.973,271 

20.557,329 
£3!l,r,l!).  133 

15.n:fL.','  87 


637,609,040 


15,773,629 
11,908, 17* 
38,831,6% 
21,485,443- 
167,673,400 
190,805, 149 

«,I59,S!» 
47,598,670' 
30,795.515 

5,808,8^1 
41,216,280 

«,280,7SO 
14,rn3.4H 

1,515.845 
38, 443;  (199 

4,S70,G7S 
.12a,12H,S58 
17,255.400 

11,^5,307 
3BB,Ol5.5Se- 
38,032. 13ft- 
9,483,504 
1.082.247 ■ 
20,382,811) 
■>.  2f.S.  4^:[ 
Sfi, 270.311 
3,(VJ7.1'3,''. 
t>3,0;!2,S41 
3. 1)75.703 
52.1, 798,  ti73 
31. 709,  Oils 
113.213.SS5 
14,g63.S&l 
120,424,877 
13.433,053 
'--..770 
■  'IIW 


District  Offices  of  the  Bnrean  of  Fore^  and  Bomeitic  CommeTce. 

Vew  Tork,  Soom  409  United  States  Customhonie;  Boston,  eiEhteenth  floor 
Vnlted  States  Cnstomhonse;  Chicago,  S04  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  402  Third 
National  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  621  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020 
Hlbernia  Bank  Building;  San  rrancisoo,  306  TTnited  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
8S2  Alaska  Building.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com-r 
meroe;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  New  Orleans  ft  Texas 
Faoifio  Eailway  Co.,  Cincinnati;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,. 
Board  of  Commerce;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commeroei  Davenport  (Iowa), 
Commercial  Club;  The  Southern  Railway  Co.,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 
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SiraGESTEB  USE  OF  KATUKAL  DYESXTJFFS. 

[Consnl  Ausnstas  B.  iBgram,  Bradford,  Enj^and,  Feb.  8,] 

Textile  numiifactiirers  in  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  are  re- 
ported to  be  seriously  affected  by  the  accumulation  of  large  fincks 
of  piece  goods  in  the  hands  of  the  dyei-s.  This  is  due  not  only  to  the 
fact  that  manufacturers  have  received  so  many  orders,  but  also  to 
the  fact  that  many  goods  have  now  to  be  dyed  by  processes  which 
involve  much  more  labor  than  formerly  because  of  the  scarcity  of 
direct  aniline  dyes,  and  this  at  a  time  when  there  is  difficulty  in 
getting  all  the  labor  that  is  required..  This  delay  is  an  important 
matter  to  maniifacttirers  from  a  financial  point  of  view,  for  while 
they  have  to  meet  the  demands  of  spinners  and  other  preliminary 
costs  in  the  process  of  pioduction,  tliey  are  unable  to  realize  anything 
on  the  goods  because  they  are  held  up  at  the  final  process  of  dyeing. 
The  Yorkshire  Evening  Post  consequently  remark  that,  in  the  case 
of  more  or  less  seasonable  goods,  big  pnces  can  be  ctHnmanded  for 
goods  that  can  be  delivered  within  the  time  required. 

Supplies  of  Indian  Syestnlfs  Available. 

The  return  to  natural  dyestuffs  was  the  subject  of  a  recent  address 
at  the  Bradford  Technical  College,  in  which  tlie  lecturer,  Mr.  M. 
Fort,  suggested  the  inti'oduction  of  various  eastern  products  which 
had  hitherto  not  been  much  used  in  England.  For  instance,  large 
amounts  of  lac  dye,  which  provided  a  fast  scarlet,  could  be  obtained 
from  India,  where  at  present  it  was  a  waste  product  of  the  shellac 
industry.  Certain  Indian  roots  also  would  provide  a  substitute  for 
madder  or  alizarine.  The  lecturer  also  recommended  a  fuller  use 
bein^  made  of  mineral  dyes,  especially  prussian  blue,  and  described 
cei*tain  new  methods  discovered  by  him  of  dyeing  wool  and  cotton 
with  this  latter  product. 

Advance  in  Cost  of  Dyting,  Etc. 

Following  the  advance  in  charges  recently  made  by  the  piece  dyers, 
it  is  reported  by  the  Wool  Record  that  tiie  majority  of  the  warp 
dyers  have  also  advanced  their  prices  for  dyeing,  sizing,  and  tinting. 
On  the  whole  the  advances  are  about  20  per  cent,  but  in  a  few  cases 
much  more  than  this  has  l^een  added  to  the  previous  prices.  For 
instance,  2/80's  cotton  dyeing  conunon  black  has  advanced  100  per 
cent,  and  two  or  three  colors  50  per  cent. 

The  Textile  Mercury  says  in  part: 

Britisli  Dyes  (l-.t(l.)  nro  laying  down  expensive  ami  extensive  plant  for  tlie 
mniiufacture  of  certain  chemicals,  for  the  flrst  time  iu  Uiis  country.  It  is 
understood  Hmt  one  of  the  new  nmniifactures  is  that  of  fuming  sulphuric  acid, 
a  concentrated  form  of  vitriol  which  has  In  the  past  been  exclusively  inade  In 
Oorinany.  Other  raw  inaterialH  which  are  to  be  made  when  the  necessary 
plant  is  complctcil  are  also  of  great  importance  and  should  go  far  to  assist  the 
cfTort  to  make  tlils  country  [United  Kfugdom]  independent  of  Ocrman  ehenit- 
eals  and  dyes.  A  considerable  quantity  of  sulplturic  black  is  being  sni^Iled  by 
the  company,  and  it  Is  being  used  ap  almost  as  soou  as  it  is  made. 

Sulphuric  acid  is  largely  used  for  the  extraction  of  grease  from 
wool  suds  and  piece.-scouring  suds,  for  the  refining  of  wool  grease, 
for  stripping  color  from  ra^s  in  the  making  of  shoddy,  for  extract- 
ing cotton  ^om  mixed  fabrics  in  the  shoddy  trade,  and  for  dyeing 
^'ags  in  the  ^oddy  trade.  It  is  also  used  largely  in  this  district  for. 
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precipitating  sewage  containing  quantities  of  wool  grease.  A  sub- 
stitute is  therefore  now  being  resorted  to  in  what  is  known  as  niter 
cake,  a  hitherto  waste  product  in  the  manufacture  of  nitric  and  sul- 
phuric acids. 

DISCOVERT  OF  NEW  ASBESTOS  IN  THE  TRANSVAAL. 

(Consul  EdwiD  N.  Qiitisaulas,  JohAnnesborg,  Dec.  22.] 

Information  has  reached  this  consulate  from  the  secretary  of  the 
Transvaal  Manufacturers'  Association,  Johannesburg,  of  a  recent 
discovery  of  fibrous  asbestos  occurring  in  rock  formations  in  which 
asbestos  has  not  heretofore  been  found.  It  is  of  a  new  and  superior 
character,  and  one  which,  it  is  thought,  may  hare  an  important  bear- 
ing on  the  asb^tos  industry.  It  is  said  that  the  available  quantity 
is  considerable ;  that  it  is  of  a  new  color,  mostly  golden-brown,  of  a 
greater  length  than  any  mineral  fiber  previously  known,  and  of  good 
weaving  strength. 

The  owners  of  this  mine  are  prepared  to  enter  into  contracts  to 
supply  regular  shipments.  Samj>les  are  submitted  [which  can  be 
examined  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  it^ 
district  officesj.  The  owners  of  the  mine  are  willing  to  supply  fur- 
ther samples  and  if  a  larger  bulk  sample  is  required  for  manufaC' 
turing  tests  they  will  be  willing  to  send  any  quantity  from  10  to  lOG 
tons,  at  £18  ($87.60)  per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  any  South  African  port,  for  that" 
purpose  only. 

It  is  suggested  that  American  manufacturers  interested  in  this 
product  communicate  directly  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Transvaal 
Manufacturers'  Associati(Hi,  20  CuUinan  Buildings,  Johannesburgv 


aOVERNMENT  FITBUCATIONS  FOR  SALE. 

Among  the  publications  received  in  stock  for  sale  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Documents  at  Washington  during  the  week  ended  Feb- 
ruary 19,  were  the  following: 

Regularity  of  Employment  in  the  Women'*  Itcady-to-Wear  Garment ' Indus- 
tries,  Labor  Bureau  Bulletin  183. — Covers  growth  of  the  industries,  clnssilica* 
tion,  and  general  discussion  on  regularity  of  employment  in  various  industrlnl' 
centers.    Price,  itaptir,  25  cents. 

Navigation  Jmws  of  the  United  States,  1915,  Issued  liy  tlie  Department  ot 
Commerce,  Bureau  of  Navigation, — Covers  definitions  of  vessels,  rejilstry,  enroll- 
ment, measurement,  documents,  ollicers,  merchant  seamen,  liiibility  of  the 
owners,  inspection,  pnKsengers,  pilot  rules,  tonnage,  entry,  clearance,  ocean 
mail  seniee,  wrecks,  etc.  Price,  clotli,  $1. 

Terms  Used  in  the  Cotton  Industry,  Si)eclal  Agents  Series  105. — Work  by 
W.  A.  Gmliam  ClarlE,  coverlnfj  cotton  varieties  and  their  chnractertetics, 
American  and  European  standards,  cotton  yam,  etc.,  with  an  appendix  cover- 
ing weight  and  measnre  tables.   Price,  paper,  5  cents. 

Banking  Opportunities  in  South  America,  Special  Agents  fSerles  106. — Covers 
flDuncial  situation  In  South  America,  probable  line  of  development,  banking 
institutions,  banking  practice,  etc.  Price,  paper,  20  cents. 


Specifications  transmitted  by  Consul  Dean  B.  Mason  and  made 
available  to  American  manufacturers  through  the  district  offices  of 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  led  to  the  placing  in 
the  United  States  of  an  order  for  $12,000  worth  of  hardware  and  iron 
Manufactures  by  an  Algerian  firm. 
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lUHBEB  SHIFH£NTS  FROU  VAHCOUVEK  ISLAND. 

[Vice  Coneiil  It.  M.  Nowcomb,  Vlctorln.  British  Columbia,  Feb.  10.] 

The  Genoa  Mills,  located  on  Genoa  Bay,  Vancouver  Island,  estab- 
lished a  new  record  in  the  export  of  lumber  for  the  year  1915,  sliip- 
l>in;?  over  14,000,000  feet,  board  measure.  New  York  was  thelarg^ 
buyer,  taking:  5,197,097  feet,  witli  Europe  second,  taking  2j898,718 
feet,  and  South  Africa  a  close  third,  taking  2,379,857  feet. 

Bhlp  Cbarter  Bate — Advance  la  Flovr  Rates. 

According  to  the  latest  charter  announcements,  the  American 
schooner  Inca  has  been  chartered  at  tlie  rate  of  200  shillings  per 
1,000  feet  board  measure  to  load  a  cargo  of  1,300,000  feet  of  InmDer 
at  a  Vancouver  Island  mill  for  South  Africa  for  next  July. 

The  rate  on  lumber  to  South  Africa  up  to  the  pi'esent  has  been 
160  shillings.  Prior  to  the  outbi-eak  of  the  European  war  the  rate 
from  this  coast  to  South  Africa  fluctuated  between  65  and  70  shill- 
ing. A  rate  of  80  shillings  was  considered  high. 

An  advance  in  rates  on  flour  to  the  Orient  is  about  to  go  into  effect. 
The  Blue  Funnel  Line,  operating  from  this  city  and  other  coast 
points,  announces  that  the  rate  on  flour  to  ports  in  the  Far  East  by 
vessels  of  its  fleet  will  be  $25  ^m*  ton  after  March  1,  1916,  and  $30 
per  ton  after  April  1. 


AHEBICAS  COHSUIAE  OFUCEHS  ON  LEAVE  07  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officei's  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
connnercial  organizations  i-elative  to  conditions  in  their  I'espective 
jurisdictions: 


Nanw. 


Waltfl.  EthollMrt  

Novlllo,  Edwin  1  

tiowJIer,  James  \l  

Brvlley,  William  Uarrison... 


llnis^els,  ItclRiiiiii  

Tnihdkii.  Tuiw.iii  

Nia(;ara  Falls, Ontario. 
Uoiitml,  CaiUila  


Expini- 
tioD  of 
\xuiw. 


Mar.  n 
.\pr.  1 
Mar.  1 
Apr.  A 


]0?1  Clinton  filiwt,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
I37S  West  Mth  Stroot,  CIcveiandTOhioL 
Deparimeiit  ot  State, Wash ingi on  P.  C. 
Cenlury  Clab,  7  West  Kd  Btml,  New 


Yorlt  City. 


WEEKLY  COTTON  SHIPMENTS. 

The  cotton  expoi-ted  during  the  week  ending  February  19,  191G,  at 
the  12  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United  States  follows: 


mstricts. 


Ooor^fa  

Was-'atliusetls. . 

Maryland  

New  York  

North  Carolina. 


Bales. 


Districts. 


Z\,m  PMtadelphia ... 

471  II  8outh  Carolina. 

17  11  Virginia  

19,'('3  j:  Oahesion  

  i[  Ne  .  Orleans-.. 


700 
3,27fi 


B5,21» 
81,164 


DbtrlotSi 


San  Francisco 
WoshingtAD . . 

TOUU... 


4,m 
11.  m 


U7,an 


The  export  of  l&T^SO^  bales  of  cotton  during  the  past  week  mato 
the  total  since  August  1, 1915,  approximately  3,322^02  bales. 
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FOBEIGN  TRADE  OFPOSTUUITIES. 

Beaerred  addresses  mar  be  obtained  from  the  Bnremn  and  Its  district  offlees.  Bequest 
for  each  opportuDlty  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  the  file  nnmber  glTCD. 

Machinery,  No.  20234. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Portugal  reports  that  a 
man  In  his  district  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations  with  American 
manufacturers  of  machinery  for  making  fishing  nets.  Cataloguas  and  price 
lists  should  be  sent  Immediately.   Correspondence  may  be  lu  English. 

Paper,  No.  20235. — ^The  commercial  attache  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  in 
France  reports  that  a  firm  in  that  country  is  in  the  market  for  large  quan- 
tities of  stiff  colored  paper  used  for  folders.  Samples  of  the  pai>er  desired 
may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  offices.  (Refer  to  file  No. 
1003.)   Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Fruit,  No.  20230. — A  special  agent  of  the  Bureau  reports  that  two  firms  In 
Brazil  desire  to  establish  commercial  relations  with  American  exporters  of 
fruit. 

Machinery,  agricultural  implements,  etc.,  No,  20237. — An  American  consular 
officer  In  India  reports  that  a  Government  official  in  that  country  desires 
to  be  placed  in  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of  electrical^  Iron  and 
steel,  and  wood-working  machinery;  agricultural  Implements;  and  hydro- 
electric machinery,  for  use  In  educational  and  agricultural  Institutions.  It 
Is  stated  that  the  man  also  desires  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  list  for 
commercial  publications  and  trade  papers. 

and  aniimon^.  No.  20^. — A  special  agent  of.  the  Bureau  reports  that  a  man 
in  Bolivia  desires  to  communicate  with  American  importers  of  tin,  and  sul- 
phates and  oxides  of  antimony.  Further  detailed  information  may  be 
examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  offices.  (Kefer  to  file  No.  845.) 
Correspondence  should  be  In  Spanish. 

Celluloid;  No.  20230. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Switzerland  rep4>rts  that 
n  firm  In  his  district  Is 'in  the  market  for  celluloid,  in  sheets,  for  making 
combs  of  the  following  thicknesses:  1.3  millimeters  (1  milllnieter=0.<^937 
\-  Inch),  OS  well  ns  1.8,  2,  and  2.5  millimeters.  Samples  of  celluloid  sheets  fu 
tortolse-slieil  colors  should  be  sent.  Samples  of  the  celluloid  desired  may 
be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  offices.  (Uefer  to  file  No.  72554.) 
Reference  is  given. 

Automobile  tires,  No.  202-iO, — A  man  in  the  Netherlands  writes  that  he  is  In  the 
market  for  a  large  quantity  of  automobile  tires,  complete  with  tubes. 
Quotations,  allowing  a  commission  of  10  per  cent,  with  full  information  as 
to  quality'.  i)Httern8,  quantities  for  Immediate  delivery,  etc.,  should  be  sent 
at  once.   References  arc  given. 

Cottonseed  oil.  No.  20241. — A  firm  In  Norway  write.s  timt  It  desires  to  establish 
commercial  relations  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  cot- 
tonseed or  other  oils  suitable  for  packing  sardines. 

Fire  hose.  No.  20242. — A  firm  In  the  United  States  writes  that  its  correspondent 
In  tlie  Netherlands  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  American  manufac- 
turers of  flax  hose,  with  and  without  rubber  lining,  for  use  on  fire  engines. 

Electrical  supplies.  No.  2024.3. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Spain  reports 
tliat  a  man  in  his  district  desires  to  purclia^,  at  wholesale,  supplies  of 
small  articles  for  electrical  Installation.    Reference  Is  given.  Corre- 
-    spondence  sliouUl  be  In  Spanish. 

Tin  in  slicets.  No.  20244. — A  firm  In  Portugal  informs  an  American  consular 
office  that  It  Is  lu  the  market  for  tin  In  slieets  for  making  tin  boxes.  Small 
samples  are  desired.  Correspondence  may  be  in  Englisli. 

OoppeT'tAad  wire.  No.  2024S. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Canada  writes 
that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  communicate  witli  American  manufac- 
turers of  copper-clad  wire  used  in  making  copper  nails.  It  is  stated  that 
copper-washed  wire  Is  not  desired. 

Hach¥n&ry,  No.  20246. — A  Government  official  In  India  informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  price  lists,  and  full 
Information  from  American  manufacturers  of  pencil-making  machinery, 
with  a  view  to  erecting  one  or  more  pencil  Victories  in  that  district 
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PROPOSALS  FOR  aOVEBNMENT  SUPPLIES  ANS  CONSTRUCTIOH. 

:  rCori'osponilcnco  filioultl  l>i>  (Uri'ct  with  the  offlcPs  nameil,  and  Rpeciflcatlons  can  usoally 
1>G  ot>talii<>il  at  llic  points  wIkto  i)i<!  goods  avc  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  is  to  be  per- 
formed.  In  ciscs  when-  tho.  tlinc  limit  is  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tciblprs, 
thoy  ehoultl  nsk  (o  be  pluiM^'l  on  ibo  nialllDE:  ilsti^  of  Ruch  offices  to  receive  notices  calltng 
for  future  supplictj  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

JVury  Dcpitrtinrnt  aupplirs.  No.  2095. — Sonled  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Supplies  ami  Accountf,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C.,  to 
which  Bureau  bidders  desiring  to  submit  proposals  should  apply,  giving 
tlie  schedule  numbers,  for  tlie  supply  of  the  following:  Schedule  9332, 
laundry  machinery;  Kcbedulc  0333,  foundry  crane;  schedule  ^(34,  cargo  oil 
pumps ;  schedule  0335,  blowers  and  sheet  lead ;  schedule  ^36,  Bteel  pigemi- 
hole  filing  fuse;  sch«lule  9337,  elevating  blocks,  washers,  nuts,  etc.,  D-3 
nickel  steel  hoop  and  steel  plates;  schedule  9338,  steam  hammer;  schedule 
9330,  wire-testing  ma<-liine;  schedule  0340,  grade  No.  2  glycerlu  and  sperm 
oil ;  schedule  0341,  rul>ber-lined  cotton  fire  hose  and  uolined  linen  fire  hose; 
selKKlulo  9342,  muriatic  acid,  alcohol  in  tank  cars,  metallic  brown  in  oil, 
and  chrome  green  In  oil ;  sche<Uile  9343,  window  glass,  galvanized-iron  or 
steel  buckets,  cement  cans,  !j-gnlIon  tin  cans,  brass  machine  screws,  and 
wood  screws;  scheilule  9344,  beech,  birch',  and  maple  lumber,  white  oak, 
and  yellow  pine;  schedule  0345,  scoop  shoves  and  steel  bollw  tnbea;  sched- 
ule 9346,  interior  communication  cable  and  slni^  and  twin  conductor  vrire; 
schedule  9347,  cork  disks,  leather  gaskets  and  washers,  ruliber  gasketa; 
steel  wire  roi)e,  steel  tubing,  steel  crank  handles,  hlnses,  chest  binges; 
padlocks,  etc.,  steel  uuts,  split-brass  pins,  pliers,  spanners,  screw-drivers, 
etc.,  button-head  brass  rivets  and  nuts,  steel  rivets,  brass  machine  screws, 
steel-wire  helical  springs,  phosphor-bronze  wire  springs,  steel  springs,  thiu^ 
bles,  shackles  and  turnbuckles.  steel  washers,  wrenchw,  ca.st-brass  marklug 
plates,  and  sheet  zinc;  schedule  9348,  window  glass,  suction  hose,  wash 
deck  liose,  and  point  and  varni.sh  remover;  schedule  9340,  auger  bits,  Ger* 
man  ^ralet  bits,  twist  drills,  padlocks,  pliers,  saws,  brass  machine  screws; 
woo<I  screws,  vises,  and  wrenches ;  schedule  9350,  Turkish  toweling ;  schethile 
9351,  sigimiing  searcbligiits ;  stliedule  9352,  chief  petty  officers'  caits;  sched- 
ule 9353,  three-conductor  cable,  duplex  cable,  and  lead-slieathed  paper  in- 
KUlateil  cable ;  schcKlule  9354,  simr-geareil  chain  hoists,  maple  llooring,  and 
machine  steel ;  and  scliedule  9355,  template  iiaper  and  spruce  sticks. 

■Stiiictural  «fcr?,  vicUtl  trark,  and  latttem.  No.  2090. — Sealed  proposals  will  m 
recelveil  l>y  the  lighthouse  insiKytor,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  for  fnrnishlng  stnic- 
lural  steel  and  metal  work,  and  a  fourth-order  lantern^  for  delivery  at 
Lorain,  Ohio.  Furllier  information  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the 
lighthouse  InwiMHrtor,  Buffalo. 

ffeating  pJant,  laundry,  etc..  No.  2997. — Sealetl  proi>osaIs  will  be  received  by  tl»e 
Ck>nnnIssIoner  of  Indian  Affairs,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  Mareli  22,  1916* 
for  furnishing  materials  and  labor  for  the  conslruction  of  a  heating  plant, 
laundry,  etc.,  brick  quarters,  and  sewer  extension,  at  the  Fort  Belknap 
School,  Mont,  rians,  si>ecilica lions,  and  further  Informal  ion  may  Ik?  obtained 
on  appllt'ulion  to  the  I'niled  Slates  Indian  warehoiist'S  at  i'hiciigo.  III.; 
8t.  Louis,  Mo.;  the  Builders'  Exchange,  St.  Paul.  Minn.;  and  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  Fori  Belknap  f^rliool,  Harlem,  Mont. 

liovk  and  bnirldrrs,  No.  2095. — Sealed  proposals  will  bo  receivwl  by  the  li^it- 
housc  InsiMM-tor,  341  I'^Mlenil  Building,  IVtroIt,  Mich.,  until  March  14.  lOlfi, 
for  the  inn'i-Iia.-ic  of  10,lXK)  tons  of  loose  rock  and  bowlders  along  the  shores 
of  the  Marqiunte  and  Huron  Island  J-igbthouse  Reservatioas,  Mich.  Fur- 
ther information  nmy  be  ohtaineil  on  application  to  the  Ughtlionse  in;^>eC' 
tor,  D*'troit. 

Air  comprcMon.  No.  2909. — Sealwl  projwsals  will  be  received  by  tlie  Lighthouse 
Inspector,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  until  March  14,  1916,  for  furiiishli^  two 
direct -connected,  horizontal,  4-cycle,  distillate  engine-driven  air  compres- 
sors for  Point  Conception  Light  Station,  Cal.  Further  information  may 
be  obtahuHl  on  application  to  the  lighthouse  inspector,  San  Francisco. 
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DAILY  CONSULAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS  '  ' 

lSSOn»  X»AILT  BY  THE  BUREAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOUESTXC  COBIMERCB 
DEFARTIIEHT  OF  COHMERCB 
fcwfa  by  the  SupwIoMiJiH  «<  Pt>mwim,  Wlrfiiiiiiin,nLC,tt>2J0per  ywr 

No.  46       Washington,  D.  C,  Friday,  Februaiy  25  1916 

CONTBXTB. 

Pbc*.  Fa«»- 

Increased  port  6xm  io  Sontb  Africa   769     Ectuklor'g  export  trade  fw  the  past  year  775 

Meadcan  train  sarvloe  resumed   709     Dat«s,  B^,  and  eoconots  In  Argwttns  778 

Bneoarwa  hemp  production  In  the  PUUpptius  760  Uethod  ol  determfnlng  oil  and  resfn  In  vor- 

rhe  Swedish  ttmber  market  during  1913           770       nhh   777 

ItaUm  coal  imports   770     Foreign  tariffs    778 

Louisville  baa  permanent  exhibit  of  manafac-         Motor  T«iael  (or  West  African  trade  780 

tons.  *  771  IncreaMd  exports  from  Cevlon  to  United  BMm  780 

Unproved ooUon  coltore  tnYnnnan  Province.  772  Condltlonsin  the  British  hce-maklngdiitriel.  781 

BaawMdsasaoMnmereialfertfllxer   773     Request  for  cataloenes   781 


Soath  African  laic  lUmlsbes  now  hidnitr;        773  Shipping  and  shipbuilding  in  Asia  783 

OUve-oU  prodoctloo  In  Nice  district   773  PiumblnR  and  heating  needs  at  Battfcow  78> 

BonKkcmg  Qoor  inide   774  Foreign  trade  opportunitlaa   78* 

American  consular  olllcen  on  \»\6  of  abs«noe.  774 

IHCBEASE])  FORT  DITES  IH  SOUTH  AFBIGA. 

[Cabtagnm  from  American  conBol  general.  Cape  Town,  Feb.  23.] 

From  March  1,  all  port  dues,  Capetown  and  Durban,  for  vessels 
discharging  or  loading  cargo  will  be  increased  25  per  cent 


ICEZICAH  TRAIN  SERVICE  BESUHED. 

The  American  vice  consul  at  Fiedras  Kegras,  Mexico,  reports  under 
date  of  February  19,  1916,  that  beginning  February  18,  1916,  pas- 
BH^r  trains  of  the  Southern  Pacific  railway  are  crossing  the  Inter- 
national Bridge,  connecting  with  Mexican  trains  for  the  first  time 
in  three  years.  It  is  expect^  that  this  will  have  a  favorable  effect  on 
commercial  relations. 

EVGOTTRAaE  HEUF  PRODUCTION  IN  THE  FHUIPFINES. 

The  Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs,  War  Department,  at  the  instance 
of  certain  cordage  manufacturers  in  the  United  States,  sent  the  fol- 
lowing self-explanatory  cablegram  to  the  Governor  General  of  the 
Philippine  Islands  on  February  17 : 

Cordage  people  urge  campaign  In  the  Philippines  to  raconrage  production  of 
larger  amount  hemp,  good  current  and  better,  to  meet  the  requirements  Ameri- 
can cordage  Interests. 

'  To  the  above  the  bureau  is  to-day  in  receipt  of  the  following  cable 
reply  from  the  Governor  General: 

Referring  to  telegram  from  yoar  otRee  of  17th  Instant,  hemp,  present  short- 
age America  due  to  great  demand  Japan  for  the  same  grades;  lack  of  ships, 
fr«l^C  rates,  damage  by  typhoons.  Consign  will  be  started  as  requested. 


As  the  result  of  "  Trade  Opportunities  "  forwarded  by  Consul  John 
E.  Kehl  and  use  of  the  faculties  offered  by  the  commercial  reading 
room  of  the  Saloniki  consulate,  importers  in  that  Greek  port  have 

gurchased  from  the  United  States  $20,000  worth  of  leather  and  shoe 
ndiiigs,  25,000  rolls  of  prepared  roofing,  and  more  than  $140,000 
wordi  oi  American  flour.  .  . 

9l7«*-ie  7«9 
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THE  SWEDISH  TIUBEiL  MAAK£T  BUSIHa  1916. 

In  spite  of  many  difficulties,  among  these  the  declaration  of  timber 
as  contraband  of  war,  the  year  1915  was  a  favorable  one  for  the 
Swedish  timber  market.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  prospects 
were  very  unsatisfactory,  but  later  in.  January  the.  market  became 
firmer  and  by  the  end  of  the  month  the  sales  amounted  to  100,000 
standards.  Still  there  was  much  unstableness  imtil  the  end  of  March, 
when  the  negotiations  with  Germany  were  completed  and  the  Swed- 
ish timber  export  made  free.  Tip  to  this  time  only  25  per  cent  of  tiie 
year's  output  was  sold,  whereas  55  per  cent  had  been  sold  during  the 
corresponding  period  of  the  previous  year.  After  this  the  market 
became  firmer  and  the  prices  went  up,  but  other  circumstances 
counteracted  this  gain. 

Freight  Cha^s — Wbtt  LvnbeT  Produoing  Couittries. 

The  freight  charges  were  greatly  increased,  and  instead  of  agree- 
ing to  the  f.  o.  b.  terms  the  British  buyers  would  accept  only  pay- 
ment on  safe  arrival  "  terms.  However,  the  war  risk  insurance  com- 
pany has  been  able  to  allow  the  exporters  good  terms.  Twenty  per 
cent  of  the  premium  is  paid  in  cash  and  a  draft  ^ven  for  the  re- 
mainder. This  will  not  be  collected  imless  the  company  finds  this 
necessary  at  the  end  of  the  war. 

Finland  and  Kiissia  could  not  compete  for  the  trade,  as  it  was  out 
of  the  question  to  ship  from  the  Baltic  ports  and  the  freights  were 
too  high  via  the  White  Sea.  In  addition,  Austria-Hungary's  ex- 
port to  the  Mediterranean  countries,  usually  amounting  to  about 
000,000  standards,  was  stopped.  The  situation  of  the  Swedish 
tinU>er  market  was  also  strengthened  because  of  the  extension  of 
the  British  operations  to  the  Orient.  Furthermore,  the  Nether- 
lands, which  country  had  formerly  purchased  most  of  its  timbw 
from  Russia  and  Finland,  placed  large  orders  for  spruce,  wbid^ 
caused  the  price  to  increase  so  that  it  soon  reached  that  of  fir.  In 
September  the  pnce  was  up  to  132  florins  ($53),  and  there  was  an 
additional  gain  because  of  the  rate  of  exchange.  "Wlien  the  rate 
of  exchange  on  the  pound  sterling  began  to  get  low,  the  Swedish 
exporters  demanded  that  they  w  guaranteed  18.20  crowns  per 
pound,  which  the  British  merchants  at  first  opposed,  but  later  had 
to  agree  to. 

In  August,  France  began  to  order  timber  and  tlie  market  was 
very  favorable.  At  the  1>eginning  the  price  was  175  francs  f^3.78), 
but  by  the  end  of  the  year  it  had  gone  up  to  200  &ancs.  The  un- 
usually early  winter  and  the  great  amount  of  ice  in  the  northern 

ports  hindered  the  traific  considerably. 

In  the  middle  of  November  orders  began  to  be  taken  for  1916 
and  the  prices  were  very  favorable,  compared  with  those  re<»iTed 
for  the  sales  In  the  earlier  part  of  1915. 

Italian  Coal  Imports. 

Consul  Jay  White,  at  Naples,  Italy,  reports  that  of  the  total  im- 
ports of  coal  into  that  port  during  1915,  amounting  to  763,022  tons, 
518,956  toils  were  British  and  243,515  tons  Amcncan,  and  of  the 
276,537  tons  imported  into  Bagnoli,  208,197  tons  w:ere  British  and 
'^8,340  tons  American. 
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lOTJISVILLE  HAS  FEBHAHHITT  EXHIBIT  OF  MANtrFACTTTEES, 

[Commereia)  Afent  Ototgt  W.  Doonas,  Bt.  Loals.] 

The  Goniinercial  CInb  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  eetablished  last  August 
a  permanent  exhibition  of  products  manufactured  in  the  city.  A 
hall  near  the  business  section,  with  floor  space  of  20,000  square  feet, 
was  leased  for  two  years,  and  in  this  hall  95  manufacturers  have 
taken  space.  Their  products  are  very  attractively  arranged.  Ex- 
hibitors are  char^  at  the  rate  of  $1  a  square  foot  per  year,  and 
the  Commercial  Club  furnishes  all  the  service  for  the  care  of  the 
exhibits. 

The  factories  which  have  installed  exhibits  represent  a  capital 
investment  of  $40,000,000,  out  of  the  total  capital  investment  in  Louis- 
ville manufacturing  establishments  of  $100,000,000 ;  they  have  20,000 
employees,  an  annual  pay  roll  of  $10,000,000,  and  an  output  amount- 
ing to  $57,000,000  annually.  The  lines  of  articles  manufactured 
number  875. 

To  Emphasize  Exoellenoe  of  City't  Prodncts. 

The  purpose  of  the  exhibit  is  not  only  to  secure  direct  returns  in 
the  way  of  sales  from  the  samples  displayed,  but  also  to  bring  to 
the  attention  of  the  local  public  and  visitors  from  other  points  the 
variety  and  excellence  of  the  products  of  Louisville  and  to  demonstrate 
&e  industrial  development  of  the  city.  One  of  the  duties  of  the 
manager  employed  is  to  visit  factories  and  talk  to  the  workers  at 
hmcb  time,  explaining  the  products  manufactured  in  Louisville  and 
the  advantages  to  be  gained  by  using  homemade  goods. 

A  portion  of  the  e:uiibit  hall  is  set  apart  for  noonday  luncheons  at 
frequent  intervals,  and  special  evening  meetings  of  various  local 
dubs  are  held  there,  as  well  as  special  functions  by  the  different 
exhibitors,  the  object  being  to  get  as  muny  people  as  possible  to  see 
the  exhibit.  The  space  set  apart  for  this  purpose  nas  a  seating 
capacity  of  300  or  400. 

The  committee  in  charge  of  the  exhibition  has  offered  prizes  to 
hi^-school  pupils  for  essays  on  "  Manufactures  of  Louisville  and 
why  I  shoula  buy  goods  made  in  Louisville." 

City't  Voreign  Trade— Proposed  ICerger  of  Oi^nizatioiis. 

The  volume  of  Louisville's  foreign  trade  ranges  from  $8,000,000 
to  $10,000,000  per  annum.  This  trade  is.  made  up  of  agricultural 
implements,  machinery,  farm  wagons,  sanitary  supplies,  tobacco, 
grain,  flour,  mahogany  and  hardwood  lumber,  hickory  handles,  boxes 
and  box  material,  saddlery  and  hamessj  and  other  manufactured 
products.  Exporting  is  also  done  extensively  from  other  points  in 
tike  State  of  Kentucky,  in  marketing  tobacco,  coal,  lumber,  etc. 
There  is  a  veiy  large  import  business  in  coffee,  fertilizer  material, 
mahogany  logs,  and  other  commodities  of  lesser  volume. 

For  28  years  Louisville  has  had  two  commercial  organizations,  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  Commercial  Club,  undertaking  work  which  in 
many  lines  overlapped.  The  directors  of  these  organizations  have 
agreed  upon  a  plan  of  consolidation,  which  is  now  being  voted  on 
by  the  members.  If  the  plan  is  ratified,  as  in  all  probability  it  will  be, 
Louisville  hereafter  will  have  one  influential  organization  handling 
all  aetiTities  for  commercial  development. 
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IMFB«TB9  COTTON  CU£T1IBS  IS  TIWBAX  VROYfS^ 

[Consal  Genent  George  E.  AndcraoD,  Hontfcong,  Chint,  Jan.  6.] 

There  is  some  question  whether  satisfactory  results  have  followed 
improved  cottcm  cultivation  and  the  use  of  selected  and  improved 
seed  from  the  United  States  in  Yunnan  Province,  of  which  accounts 
have  been  presented  ia  Ooioiesce  Seforts  heretofra^  [see  the  iaBud 
for  Apr.  15, 1915],  The  experiments  and  practical  work  carried  on 
during  the  past  season  have  given  quite  mixed  results.  Apparently 
American  cotton  of  the  varieties  introduced  through  the  efforts  of 
the  Yunnan  government  has  too  long  a  growing  period  to  be  suitable 
for  cultivation  imder  normal  conditions  m  the  vicinity  of  Yunnan-fu, 
where  stnne  of  the  experiments  have  been  carried  on. 

The  shortness  of  the  Ynnnan-fu  season  is  due  not  so  much  to 
temperature  as  to  a  lack  of  water^  Kains  do  not  commence  in  the 
vicinity  of  Yunnan-fu  until  about  June;  and  until  the  rains  com* 
inence,  or  unless  irrigation  is  employed,  the  cotton  can  not  be  success- 
fully started.  If  it  is  not  planted  before  that  time  it  is  usually  caught 
by  early  frosts.  This  has  been  the  experience  the  past  season.  Of 
course  much,  if  not  all,  of  this  difficulty  can  be  obviated  by  irriga- 
tion, but  as  yet  there  are  no  means  of  irrigation  in  the  country  about 
Yunnan-fu.  Much  of  the  land  now  devoted  to  cotton  in  Yunnan 
Province  was  formerly  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  the  opium  poppy. 

In  the  lower  and  warmer  districts  south  of  Yunnan-fu  and  over 
toward  IndO'China  and  the  Shan  States  cultivation  has  been  more 
successful,  but  for  transportation  and  other  reasons  the  importance, 
of  these  results  is  not  so  great  as  in  jthe  districts  nearer  the  capital 
of  the  Province  and  the  settled  trade  routes. 


SEAWEEDS  AS  A  COMHERCXAL  FEBTKIZEE. 

[Conntl  Henry  H.  Batch,  Tarmonth,  Novm  Scotia,  Feb.  10.1 

Through  experiments  with  seaweeds  by  the  Dominion  Govern- 
ment KeductiiHi  Works  at  Clark's  Harbor,  Nova  Scotia,  it  is  found 
that  they  are  rich  in  potash  and  possess  a  con^derable  quaidiity  of 
nitrogen  and  phosphoric  acid.  Seaweeds  in  their  natural  state 
have  long  been  used  by  farmers  of  Xova  Scotia  for  manurial  pur- 
poses, and  the  fact  that  they  readily  decompose  when  spread  upon 
the  ground  seems  to  enhance  their  value  as  a  possible  commercial 
fertilizer.  Fresh  seaweeds,  however,  contain  65  to  85  per  cent  of 
water,  which  makes  it  unprofitable  to  ship  the  fresh  material  any 
distance  inland.  The  Government  is  now  trying  to  find  a  method 
by  which  seaweeds  may  be  dried  and  ground  economically. 

[A  copy  of  the  report  o£  the  Division  of  Clieuibitry  of  tlie  Canadian  Depart- 
ment of  .^ricnltnre  giving  the  results  of  the  oxperlmentx  with  the  senn-eotl  can 
1)0  examfnod  at  the  Bureau  ot  Foreign  and  Damestlc  CcHmuerce  er  tto  dtstrlet 
ofltees.  Kefer  to  file  No.  72038.] 


The  exports  of  lemons  from  Palermo,  Sicily,  for  the  United  States, 
according  to  invoices  certified  at  the  American  ponsulnte  at  that  pLaoe, 
decreased  from  2,2:^0,20!)  boxes,  valued  at  $*,402^91,  for  19X4,  .to 
1,501,42rboxes,  valued  at  $2,4GG,7a2,  for  1915.  ,  , 
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SOUTH  AFBXGAH  TALC  FTTBNISHES  HEW  Iin)TTSTRY. 

Talc  or  soapstone  is  now  being  shipped  regularly  to  Great  Brit- 
ain from  South  Africa,  a  development  in  inmistry  which  has 
taken  place  since  the  beginning  of  the  European  war.  The  SouUi 
African  talc  is  being  supplied  from  the  Barberton  district,  bat  it 
is  also  found  in  Rhraesia.  The  British  and  South  African  Export 
Gazette  says  tJiat  its  discovery  is  almost  a  romance,  and  pays  a 
tribute  to  the  patience  and  perseverance  of  tiie  man  who  was  solely 
responsible  for  it.  The  Gazette  says : 

For  over  six  years  be  bas  continaed  his  prospectiDg  work,  often  in  the  face 
of  ridicule,  and  more  frequently  of  calomny.  TIius  tlie  early  history  of  the 
Rand  repeats  Itself.  To-day  the  man  who  has  developed  tills  Industry  bids 
fair  rapidly  to  t>ecome  a  millionaire,  for  French  chalk  Is  a  commodity  that 
is  used  In  enormous  quantities  in  a  multitude  of  diverse  industries,  and  the 
oa\y  limitation  to  the  demand  for  tlie  South  African  product  will  be  the  diffi- 
ciilt7  of  secorlng  tonnage;  South  Africa  and  the  motherland  will  be  .the 
rlcbor  for  what  but  tor  the  times,  would  rt^tly  be  regarded  as  a  Beosatlonal 
discovery  of  nnusual  magnitude.  . 

Uklted  States  the  Largest  Producer. 

The  United  States,  however,  is  not  only  the  larjjfest  producer,  but 
also  the  largest  consumer  of  talc  and  soapstone  m  the  world;  and 
although  producing  much  more  talc  than  all  of  the  other  nations 
combined,  this  country  imports  some  of  the  finer  grades  from  France 
and  Italy.  The  quantity  produced  in  the  United  States  in  1913,  as 
reported  by  the  United  States  Geological  Survey,  was  149^1  short 
tons,  valued  at  $1,280,020. 

New  York  is  the  leading  producer,  with  an  output  for  1913  of  more 
Uian  54  per  cent  of  the  total  production  of  the  United  States,  and 
outranking  all  other  States  except  Vermont^  which  has  in  recent 
years  greatly  increased,  having  a  production  m  1912  and  1918  of 
more  than  half  that  of  New  York.  Of  the  total  output  in  1913,  by 
far  the  greater  portion,  147,529  short  tons,  was  sold  as  ground  talc; 
238  tons  as  pencils  or  blanks  for  making  ^as  tips,  etc.;  and  1,504 
tons  were  sold  rough  as  it  came  from  the  mme. 

OUVE-OIL  PB0D1TCTI0H  IH  NICE  DISTRICT. 

(CoDsnl  WUllam  DqIoqct  Hunter,  Nice,  France,  Jan.  ST.] 

During  December  and  the  first  two  weeks  in  the  present  month 
the  olive-oils  mills  of  the  Nice  district  have  begun  to  produce  oil. 
This  uil  is  made  from  olives  that  have  fallen  from  the  ti'ees  and  is 
therefore  of  very  inferior  quality,  while  the  olive  oil  produced  during 
March  and  April  is  made  from  picked  olives  and  is  of  a  higher 
grade.  This  year,  as  most  of  the  olives  had  already  fallen  from  the 
trees  during  the  summer  and  the  autiunn,  the  output  of  the  oil  pro- 
duced from  the  fallen  olives  is  small  in  comparison  witli  other  years. 

Hie  outlook  for  the  crop  in  March  and  April,  next,  is  not  encourag- 
ing, and  I  am  informed  it  is  feared  that  it  will  be  the  worst  oUve 
crop  gathered  in  the  Maritime  Alps  for  many  years;  but  in  some 
favorably  exposed  localities  there  are  still  some  olives  on  the  trees, 
and,  Uiese  being  large  and  juicy,  it  is  expected  that  the  oil  produced 
from  them  will  be  of  a  superior  quality  although  the  quantity  will 
besmaU. 
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 H0HOE0N6  FLOTTB  TEABE. 

[Coiuiil  General  George  E.  Anderson,  Hongkong,  British  CUna,  Jan.  4;  eee  also  COH- 
UBKCB  Reports  for  Sept.  28  and  Dec.  31,  1916,  and  Jan.  25,  1916.] 

The  flour  trade  of  Hongkong  for  1915  was  far  from  being  satis- 
factory, and  the  outlook  for  the  immediate  future  is  not  at  all 
bright.   Of  foreign  flour  imports  the  United  States  will  doubtless 

have  even  more  than  its  accustomed  share,  but  the  question  is  how 
large  foreign  imports  in  general  are  likely  to  be.  During  the  past 
year  the  imports  into  the  Hongkong  market  totaled  only  2,075,129 
bags,  as  compared  with  4,195,887  bags  in  1914,  6,175,623  bags  in 
1913,  and  5,722,954  bags  in  1912.  The  volume  of  the  imports,  there- 
fore,  was  such  as  to  establish  a  minimum  record  for  the  trade  in 
recent  years. 

Several  causes  combined  to  produce  this  r^ult — the  high  rani^ 
of  prices  for  wheat  the  world  over,  large  stocks  on  hand  at  the 
begmning  of  the  season,  the  comparatively  large  crop  of  wheat 
in  China,  and  competition  from  the  mills  of  North  China.  Cana- 
dian flour  was  shut  out  of  the  market  altogether  as  a  result  of  the 
strong  demand  for  wheat  products  in  Great  Britain  and  in  Canada 
itself  and  the  lack  of  transportation  facilities,  and  Australian  flour 
was  shut  out  for  similar  reasons. 
Ho  Aeenrate  Forecast  Voulble. 

Stocks  now  on  hand  are  small,  running  about  350,000  bags.  About 
the  same  number  of  bags  are  to  arrive  within  the  next  three  months. 
Tonnage  is  so  scarce  and  freights  are  so  high  that  there  is  no  prospect 
of  large  stocks  accumulating  in  the  immediate  future.  .  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  even  on  a  small  volume  of  business  it  is  likely  that  stocks 
will  run  short  of  demand  from  time  to  time. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  any  accurate  forecast  of  tr^de  for  the 
coming  year.  Two  chief  uncertainties  are  to  be  faced:  the  first  is 
the  course  of  prices  in  the  United  States,  and  the  second  is  the  pro- 
duction of  the  Chinese  mills  and  the  course  to  be  followed  by  the 
Chinese  Government  in  permitting  exportation  in  case  the  output  of 
flour  is  large  enough  to  admit  of  exporting^  at  a  profit. 

A  continuation  of  present  high  prices  in  the  United  States,  witii 
present  high  freight  rates— no  chance  of  lowering  which  now  seems 
possible — will  prevent  any  great  import  of  flour  here  from  any 
xorei|p  source.  If,  in  addition  to  this,  tiiere  is  a  good  crop  of  wheat 
in  China  and  the  mills  are  able  to  continue  their  recent  development, 
the  falling  off  in  imports  of  American  flour  will  be  more  marked 
than  ever. 

A¥ERTCAN  COHSULAE  OFFICERS  OS  ££&¥E  OF  ABSEIFGE. 

;  The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
junsdictions: 


Nams. 

Tost. 

Expira- 
tion of 
vgnue. 

Address. 

Watts,  Ktbclberl 

Goodfer,  James  1!  

Brodloy,  ^VllliaIq  Uarrtsoa. .. 

Brussels,  BolRltnn  

Taihofeii, 'raiwnn  

Niagara  Falls. Oniarlo . 
Uontrtal,  Cutatta 

Mar.  11 
Apr.  1 
MSr.  1 
Apr.  4 

ion  Cllntcm  filmt,  PhlhtMpUa.  Pa. 
im  \v«sL  mh  Stcoet,  ClevctBnl.  Obkt. 
PorKfrtm^nt  ot  3Tat<>,AVasMnflon,r».C. 
Century  Club,  7  Wot  43d  StnW,  K«» 
YorkCfty. 
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ECirAB0B*8  EZFOBT  TRADE  FOB  THE  PAST  TEAB. 

[Consal  Qeneral  Frederic  W.  Goillog,  OnaTaqoU,  Jan.  15.] 

The  principal  exports  of  Ecuador  during  1915  have  been  compiled 
from  tne  monthly  bulletin  of  the  Guayaquil  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
and,  Thile  not  official,  the  figures  give  a  reasonable  idea  of  the  prod- 
ucts supplied  by  this  Repubbc.  The  data  on  the  export  of  hides  were 
suppliea  by  the  Andean  Trading  Co.,  which  does  about  two-thirds  of 
the  business.  The  exports  of  cacao,  coffee,  hides,  ivory  nuts,  and  rub- 
ber, in  poimds,  for  the  year  were : 


Ooontite. 

CMXKk 

CoOm. 

Hides. 

Ivofynatf. 

RaMMr. 

POttWlt. 

198,  MO 
3*6,338 
81,034 
2,412.9H 
7,680,983 
7,637,967 

a.m.M 

4,805 

Povwt*. 

Poundt. 

POWMl*. 

Pvtuiii, 

3,330,796 

3,078 

aoo 

338.376 

Italy  

23,514 

3,854 

41,073 

a08,W6 
47,596 

epoin  

4,101,993 
1,234,235 
73.313 
18,901,400 
30,096,6U 
22,539 

23,188 

Ualtod  Kingdom  

61,760 
130 

363,196 
812,040 

577,723 
3sj;U0 

IM.OU 

Total,  1915  

74,776,687 
96,683,380 

3,666,403 
3,897,886 

1,100,378 
1,883,660 

1.947,398 
3,480,131 

166,066 
74,341 

The  quantity  of  cacao  invoiced  from  the  consulate  general  at 
Guayaquil  for  the  United  States  in  1914  was  23,099,199  pounds:  of 
coffee,  514,325  pounds:  of  ivory  nuts,  649,553  pounds;  and  of  rubber, 
56,800  pounds.  Ecuador  exported  19,030  hid^  to  the  United  States 
in  that  year. 


Xoeal  Ttade  Condltioiis  in  Deoember. 

During  December,  1915,  the  cacao  trade  was  weak,  owing  to 
scarcity  of  orders,  with  declining  prices;  however,  the  association 
de  agricultures  became  active  and  paid  $12.88  to  $13.31  per  quintal 
of  101.44  pounds,  which  saved  the  situation.  The  United  States  re^ 
ceived  70  per  cent  of  the  December  exports  of  cacao. 

The  coffee  market  was  weak,  with  prices  fluctuating,  the  most  fre- 
quent quotations  being  for  prime,  $7.30,  and  seconds,  $6.87  per  quin- 
tal. Cnile  purchased  173^700  pounds  and  Panama  48,270  poimds,  a 
total  of  221,970  pounds.  The  hide  market  was  firm,  with  prices  sta- 
tionary. There  were  82,638  pounds  exported  to  the  United  Stateis, 
and  the  quantity  would  have  been  greater  if  a  certain  quarantine 
question  had  not  arisen,  causing  several  large  shipments  to  be  held 
over.  Very  little  interest  was  manifested  in  ivory  nuts.  Rubber 
prices  advanced  during  the  month  on  a  firm  market. 


An  illustrated  description  of  the  work  of  preparing  the  official 
cotton  standards  of  the  United  States  has  been  issued  by  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  It  is  No.  6  of  the  Service  nnd  Regulatory 
jj^onnoements  of  tlie  Office  of  ilarkets  nnd  Rui*al  Organization. 
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BATES,  FIG8,  ASH  COCUBUIS  IS  ABGJSJITiffX. 

[Vice  Consul  John  S.  Calvert,  Buenos  Aires,  Dec.  81.) 

Imports  of  dates  and  figs  into  Argentina  are  divided  into  two 
classes — those  in  small  containers  of  2  kilos  (4,409  pounds)  or  less 
and  those  in  bulk,  running  up  to  110-pound  packages.  Of  the  dates 
in  small  containers,  the  total  imports  in  1913  were  15,584  pounds,  of 
which  the  United  States  supplied  130  pounds.  Of  the  bulk  pack- 
ages, the  total  in  1913  was  S3C5,47l  pounds,  with  practically  none 
from  the  United  States. 

The  total  imports  of  datos  in  1914  and  for  the  first  nine  months  of 
1915  were :  1914,  total  of  11,448  pounds  in  small  packages,  and  199,258 
pounds  in  bulk;  1915,  totial  for  nine  months,  5,566  pounds  in  small 
packages  and  67,758  pounds  in  bulk. 

Imports  of  figs  in  small  containers  in  1913  amounted  to  336,074 
pounds,  of  which  the  United  States  supplied  227  pounds,  and  in  bulk 
to  2,271,500  pounds,  of  which  the  United  States  supplied  690  pounds. 
Figtires  for  1914  and  for  the  first  nine  months  oi  1915  were:  1914, 
total  of  81,996  pounds  in  packages  up  to  2  kilos,  and  1,171,601  in 
hulk;  1915,  total  for  nine  montlis,  5,709  pounds  in  small  containers, 
O.nd  in  bulk,  722,218. 

-  The  imports  of  coconut  in  1913  amounted  to  409,488  pounds  of 
which  the  United  States  did  not  supply  any  appreciable  amount  In 
1914  they  were  256,249  pounds,  and  in  the  first  nine  months  of  1915 
amounted  to  189,437  pounds. 

Date-ttttt  and  Peanut  Butter  Praetloally  Vuknown. 

In  the  import  statistics  of  Argentina  tapioca  is  included  under 
"  Fecula — starches  of  all  kinds,"  and  no  definite  figures  are  available 
which  would  give  an  idea  of  the  actual  imports  of  this  commoditr. 
I>ate-nut  and  peanut  butter  are  practically  unknown  here,  and  only 
recently  have  appeared  in  this  market.  However,  a  good  quality  ot 
milk  butter  is  produced  locally  in  abundant  quantities  and  at  reason- 
able prices,  and  it  is  not  believed  that  date-nut  or  peanut  butter  will 
ever  find  favor  with  the  native  element.  The  little  that  is  sold  here 
is  purchased  by  the  foreign  element  (American  and  English). 

TJM  of  OnitoM  Ovtlei. 

The  customs  duties  on  the  foregoing  articles  are  as  follows: 


Artlotes. 


Vtm  ia  containers  up  to  3  kllan  

In  oontBlnws  oi  man  than  2  kilos  

Tiff  In  containers  np  to  2  Mlra  

In  containers  of  mora  tbm  3  kilos  

Coconut,  shredded  

ThMoob  (Sour  of  any  edlblft  mstertol,  ot  wbftterer  nuality  or  form,  In  paokaees  or 

tins,  Indading  taea,  tapioca,  ground  oats,  or  the  liko)  

Same  as  abov«,  packed  tai  bons  or  bogs,  or  otlm  container  


OflloM 
raluatkn 
p«r  kflo. 

OpaolBs 
perUlei 

•  IS.  35 

•D.W 

.OS 

a. 20 

.OS 

•  .12 

.« 

».I6 

.01 

•  .X 

a. IS 

:S 

« Indudlng  wright  of  lnunediat«  omtalnw. 


b  Gross  weight. 


The  figures  given  above  are  in  Argentine  gold,  $1  equivalent  to 

$0,965  United  States  currency. 
Besides  the  specific  duty  given  above,  there  is  an  additional  surtax 
'  2  per  cent  on  the  valuation  placed  upon  the  merclkandise  by  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


777 


Argentine  customhouse,  and  a  tax  of  2  per  mille,  known  as  a  statistic 
cal  charge,  levied  in  a  similar  manner. 

All  food  products  imported  into  Argentina  are  subject  to  an  analy- 
sis by  the  National  Chemical  Office  before  they  can  be  put  on  sale  in 
this  market.  It  is  customary  to  make  an  analysis  of  several  samples 
taken  from  each  consignment.  The  charge  incidental  to  this  analysiB 
is  approximately  $5  Argentine  gold,  equivalent  to  $4.83  United 
States  currency,  which  is  payable  by  the  consignee. 

Olitncn  Affe«t  ImportatloB  of  Vralt  tm  Containers. 

The  imports  of  dates  and  figs  in  containers  up  to  2  kilos  in 
capacity  comprise  practically  all  those  sold  here  in  put-up  packages. 
Very  little  or  none  of  those  coming  in  bulk  are  prepared  locally  for 
that  purpose.  By  far  the  greater  portion  is  sold  in  bulk.  In  view 
of  the  fact  that  all  imports  pay  a  auty  on  the  weight  of  the  article, 
including  the  immediate  wrapper  or  container,  such  as  the  glass  jar 
vhere  fruits  are  shipped  in  that  manner,  the  importation  of  fruits  in 
such  containers  is  very  limited.  Only  the  finest  grades  of  fruits  could 
be  imported  profitably  in  glass  jars. 

Coconut  is  very  httle  used  by  the  individual  housekeeper  for 
baking  purposes,  as  very  little  baking  is  done  in  the  local  homes. 
Cakes,  pastries,  etc.,  used  by  the  native  element  are  generally  pur- 
chased from  bakeries.  The  latter,  employing  coconut,  purchase  it 
in  bulk,  in  cases  of  10  and  25  Idlos  capacity. 


houses,  most  of  which  import  direct  for  their  own  account,  some 
instances  thecy  supply  the  smaller  wholesalers  located  in  the  interior 
towns,  and  quite  often  supply  the  retailer. 

[A  list  of  wholesalers  and  importers  In  the  grocery  trade  of  Buenos  Aires 
any  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its 
«8trict  offices.  Befer  to  ffle  No.  72,1S9.] 


METHOD  OF  DETEEHIIVINQ  OH  AKD  BESIH  IK  VAKHISH. 

Results  of  experiments  to  find  the  best  method  of  determination 
of  oil  and  resin  in  varnish  have  been  published  by  the  United  States 
Bueau  of  Stondards  in  Technologic  Paper  No.  65.  Several  methods 
an  discussed,  but  the  conclusion  reached  by  the  Bureau  is : 

^nie  proponed  method  for  the  determination  of  oil  and  resin,  involving 
flBtKiflcatlon  by  the  Twltdiell  or  Wolff  methods,  tbe  nee  of  etber  ns  solvent 
after  esterlflcatlon  and  correction  of  the  figures  by  appropriate  factors,  gave 
remits  whicli  were  sufficiently  accurate  for  practical  purptraes,  and  appears 
to  be  the  beat  method  so  far  devised  for  general  use. 

In  explaining  the  situation  that  led  to  these  experiments,  tlie  tech- 
nologic paper  states  that  in  spite  of  tlie  fact  that  several  methods 
have  been  published  for  the  determination  of  oil  and  resin  in  var- 
nish, there  nas  been  a  noticeable  lack  of  information  regarding  the 
accurate  of  Uie  results  obtained,  due  largely  to  the  failure  to  test 
tite  procedures  with  varnishes  of  known  composition  and  history. 
It  was  considered  desirable,  therefore,  to  obtain  such  information, 
»nd  to  devise,  if  possible,  a  method  which  would  be  satisfactory. 
It  is  shown  by  the  Bureau  that  severul  methods  to  be  found  in  the 
literature  are  not  reliable  for  all  types  of  oil  varnish. 


These  commodities  are  generally 
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POBEIQS  TABIFEa 

ATSTEAUA. 

[ComuuKlal  Attach^  W.  C  Downi,  IMboonw,  Jta.  4.] 

AdnisitM  ot  Tnited  States  Drnr  Prodveti. 

In  ^nnection  with  the  prohibition  of  the  importation  into  Aus- 
tralia of  goods  from  enemy  countries,  Uie  Ck)mptroUer  General  of 
Australia  has  made  a  special  ruling  in  the  case  of  drag  products 
manufactured  in  the  United  States  containing  ingredients  originating 
in  such  countries.  According  to  the  decision  of  the  Comptroller  Gen- 
eral, such  preparations  imported  from  this  countir  may  be  per- 
mitted to  enter  Australia,  provided  the  value  of  m  materials  of 
enemy  origin  used  in  their  manufacture  does  not  in  any  case  exceed 
a  reasonable  proportion  (say  25  per  cent)  of  the  value  of  the  whole 
shipment. 

TmtKET. 

Propoted  Kew  Cuitonu  TaiilT. 

Consul  General  G.  B.  Bavndal,  Constantinople,  transmitted  under 
date  of  December  24,  1915,  a  translation  of  the  proposed  Turkish 
customs  tariff}  which  has  been  approved  by  the  Ottoman  Council  of 
Ministers  and  is  now  before  the  Chamber  of  Deputies.  The  new 
law,  which  it  is  expected  will  be  enacted  in  the  near  future,  provides 
for  specific  rates  of  duty  on  practically  all  imported  articles  m 
place  of  the  general  rate  of  30  f>er  cent  ad  valorem  at  present  appli- 
cable. Information  regarding  duties  prescribed  by  the  propceed 
tariff  will  be  furnished  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce upon  application. 

[A  notice  relative  to  the  proposed  law  appeared  in  Cohxekcb 
Rctorts  for  Dec.  13,  1915,  and  other  previous  notes  regarding 
recent  tariff  changes  in  Turkey  are  contained  in  Foreign  Tariff 
Notes  No.  15  (p.  48)  and  17  (p.  27).] 

UNITED  KIVOBOIC. 
[Consul  Geiiernl  Itolwrt  P.  Skinner,  Jan.  4.1 

Tariff  CliBi^i  and  Other  Taxes. 

Kew  customs  and  excise  duties,  as  well  as  income  and  excess  profits 
taxes,  are  provided  for  by  the  British  Finance  (No.  2)  Act,  1916. 
Although  the  law  was  not  enacted  until  December  23,  1915,  the  new 
duties  have  been  levied  since  September  22,  1915  (in  the  case  of 
certain  articles,  since  September  29),  subject  to  readjustment  on  the 
final  passage  of  the  bill.  It  is  stated  that  the  main  purpose  of  the 
law  is  to  enforce  economy,  the  production  of  additional  revenne 
being  an  incidental  consideration.  According  to  the  terms  of  the 
act,  the  new  rates  are  not  to  remain  in  force  after  August  1, 191C, 
but  it  seems  probable  that  further  legislation  may  extend  their  period 
of  operation.  The  following  table  shows  the  products  whioi  are 
at  present  subject  to  increased  rates  of  duty  (hundredweight}  llfi 
pounds;  pound  sterling,  $4.8665)  : 
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ArtUe. 


Chicory: 

Raw  orklln-dried....  perhODdredwei^t. 

Roasted  orgroimd..  perpoimd. 

Cocoa  do... 

Cocoa  husks  and  sbefls  per  himdredweight. 

Cvcoa  butter  per  pound. 

Coffee: 

1 1  Not  kfliMlri»cVn»st«d,  or  grouod  per  hundndweficht . 

Eiln-dried,  roested, or Kroand  ,...ptr  pound. 

MiTOd  with  chlooiT,  «te  !7do. . . 

Trait,  dried,  eU.: 

Fto  and  flK  cake,  plams  (commonly  called  French  plums  and  imineUoes),praiiea, 
all  other  ariad  or  proew  red  ptauaaandnlstnB  perhtoidiMwalght. 

Gtoco5«: 

Solid  do... 

Lkjoid  do... 

Molasses  and  invert  sngar,  etc.: 

If  oontaMlng  70  per  csnt  or  more  of  nraatmtng  matter  do... 

XT  containing  lau  than  70  par  cent  «ad  more  than  SO  per  cent  of  Eweetenbg 
matter  per  hondredweleht. 

If  oontainlng  not  non  than  SO  par  cent  of  nmtanioff  matter  

Motor  spirit  (b^alOB.  naphtha,  gasollna,  eta.)  per  gallon. 

Saccharine,  etc  per  ounce. 

Sacar^aooHdb* todegiN fl< poteMlan)  ^^/.r.^l'.""'.'.:?^ bnndredwe^t . 

Tm  par  pound. 

Ttftacco,  monulkKured: 

Cigam  do... 

Cavendisb  or  Nesrotaeod  do... 

Ckvmdiihor  N«gnAe»d (manabetnnd fti  bond)  do.... 

Cigarettes  do... 

Centatalnf  men  Oaax U  poondi  of  mo|>tnn  pv UBponnda  vMi^t  do. . . 

Not  contaimlng  move  than  ISpooDds  moMwe  perlw  pounds  w«^it..do... 

Not  specified  do... 

XfAjBUXo,  u  DmB  ntifaatmed: 
Stripped  or  stemmed— 

Containing  10  pounds  or  jam  of  mclsttua  par  NO  pounds  do... . 

Other  do... 

Unstripped  or  onstemmad — 

Containing  10  pounds  or  more  of  moist  ore  per  100  pounds  do... 

Other  do..., 

dnematoKTaph  flUo-s  Sported  for  the  purpose  of  the  exhibition  of  pictures  or  other 
opt^el  effects  by  means  of  a  ctnematograph  or  other  similar  apparatus,  vis: 
Blank  film,,  on  which  no  picture  has  bean  impnased,  known  as  raw  film  or 

■   ■  stock,  per  Ihiear  foot  1|  Inches  wide  

Positives  (I.  e.,  Alms  containing  a  pictore  and  ready  for  exhlbltlan),  per  Unear 

foot  Ij  inches  wide  ,  , 

Ne^tivea  <L  e.,  films  oontaluinK  a  photograph  from  which  posit hrei  oan  ba 
printed),  per  Unear  foot  1|  inches  wide  


Bate  o(  dutf. 


New.  Old. 


£  *.  d. 

0  10  10 

0  0  8 

0  0  u 

0  3  0 

0  0  li 

110 
0  0  8 
0  0  S 


0  10  0 


0  5  11 
0  4  3 


0  9  11 


0  3 

0  4 

0  9 

0  1 


0  10  ft 

0  8  0 

0  7  0 

0  8  0 

0  B  71 

0  8  0 

0  7  0 


0  S  fit 

0  0  3 

0  6  6 

0  0  1} 


0  0  01 
0  0  1 
0  0  s 


£t.  i. 

0  IS  3 

0  0  3 

0  0  1 

0  3  0 

0  0  1 

0  14  0 

0  0  8 

0  0  3 


0  7  0 


0  19 
0  0  U 


0  13 


0  10 
0  6 
0  3 
0  7 
0  0  10 
0  1  10 
0  5 


0  7  0 

0  5  4 

0  4  8 

0  5  8 


4  B 

5  4 
4  8 


0  3  84 

0  4  li 

0  3  8 

0  4  1 


Exempt. 
Exempt 
Exempt. 


Duty  on  Xotor  Tehlclu,  eto. 

A  duty  of  83i  per  cent  ad  valorem  (levied  on  the  c.  i.  f.  price, 
port  of  importation)  has  been  imposed  on  the  following  articles  not 
heretofore  subject  to  import  duty:  Motor  cars  (including  motor 
bicycles  and  motor  tricycles)  and  accessories  and  component  parts 
of  motor  cars,  motor  bicycles,  or  motor  tricycles^  other  than  tires; 
musical  instruments  (including  gramophones,  pianolas,  and  other 
similar  instruments),  accessories  and  component  parts  of  musical 
instruments,  and  records  and  other  articles  for  reproducing  music; 
clocks,  watches,  and  the  component  parts  of  clocks  and  watches.  In 
the  case  of  motor  vehicles  imported  with  tires  attached,  the  value 
of  the  tires  is  to  be  deducted  from  the  dutiable  value  of  the  article. 
It  is  further  provided  that  the  following  motor  vehicles  shall  bo 
exempt  from  the  new  duty:  "Motor  cars  which  aie  proved  to  the 
sntisniction  of  the  Commissioners  of  Customs  and  Excise  to  bo  con- 
structed and  adapted  for  use,  and  intended  to  be  used  solely  as 
motor  omnibuses,  or  motor  ambulances,  or  in  connection  with  the 
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conveyance  of  goods  or  burden  in  the  course  of  trade  or  husbandry, 
or  by  a  local  authority  as  fire  engines  or  o^erwise  for  the  purpoees 
of  their  fire  brigade  Bervice,  and  chassis,  component  parts,  and  ac- 
cessories, which  aiie  so  proved  to  be  intended  to  be  used  soldy  for 

any  such  motor  cars." 

Excite  and  laconte  Xaxet  and  Ezoest  froflts  IMj. 

Increased  excise  duties  are  to  be  levied  on  sugar,  chicory,  tobacco, 
motor  spirit,  and  medicines. 

The  new  law  provides  for  an  increase  of  40  per  cent  in  the  income 
tax  rates,  in  effect  October  6,  1915,  the  rates  having  been  raised 
from  2s.  €d.  to  3s.  Cd.  on  the  pound  sterling.  Heavy  additiiHial 
supertaxes  on  incomes  exceeding  a  certain  amount  are  also  imposed. 
The  law  specifically  extends  the  income  tax  to  nonresidents,  provid- 
ing that  nonresident  persons  shall  be  "chargeable  in  the  name  of 
any  branch  or  manager,  as  well  as  in  the  name  of  any  factor,  agent, 
or  receiver  *  *  *  although  the  branch,  factor,  agent^  receiver, 
or  manager  may  not  have  the  receipt  of  the  profits  or  gams  of  the' 
nonresident." 

It  is  further  provided  that  when  trade  or  business  profits  in  any 
accounting  period  which  ended  after  the  banning  of  the  war  and 
prior  to  July  1, 1915,  shall  exceed  profits  accruing  in  a  similar  period 
before  the  war  by  more  than  £200,  a  duty  of  50  per  cent  shall  be 
levied  on  such  excess. 

[A  notice  regarding  the  British  tariff  changes  as  first  proposed 
appeared  in  Commerce  Reports  for  Sept.  27, 1915  (p.  1478).] 

KOTO&  VESSEL  FOB  WEST  AFRICAN  TBADE. 

[Vlc«  Consul  Harry  A.  UcBtide,  Soma.  Koago.} 

Messrs.  Elder  Dempster  &  Co.,  the  most  important  firm  ^^;aged  in 
shipping  to  West  Africa,  and  which  firm  oi  " 


ites  the  vessels  of  both 

the  African  Steamship  Co.  and  the  British  &  African  Steam  Navi- 
gation Co.,  plying  between  Liverpool  and  ports  in  West  African 
colonies,  is  Duilding  its  first  lar^  motor  vessel  to  be  put  in  this  trade. 
The  Montezuma^  as  this  ship  will  be  called,  is  to  be  486  feet  in  lengtii, 
of  5,500  gross  tons. 

The  vessel  is  being  built  by  Messrs.  Harland  &  Wolff,  in  their  Bel- 
fast yard,  and  the  propelling  machinery  wiU  be  furnished  by  tba 
Burmeister  &  Wain  Oil  Engine  Ca,  of  Glasgow.  The  Elder  Dem^ 
ster  &  Co.  already  operates  two  small  m<^r  ships  in  the  West  Afri- 
can coasting  traae. 

IHCBEASED  EZPOBTS  FBOU  CETIOH  TO  UHITED  STATES. 

iCansul  WalUr  A.  Leonard,  Oolcanbo,  Ju.  17.1 

The  articles  invoiced  at  the  American  consulate  at  Colombo,  Cey- 
lon, for  the  United  States  increased  in  value  from  S10,983,025  for 
1914  to  S17,774  767  for  1916.  The  six  leading  articles  with  their 
value  were  as  foUows: 


ArtlcleB. 

in4 

1915 

AitMas. 

m4 

itu 

R^ber  

H,  752,219 

I,  021,510 
876, 3H 

IU,419,3I« 
2,  U0,A41 

i,K7.m 

n,7ai,m 

CttroaaUkoll  «... 
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GoirBinoliS  nr  xolB  BBinaH  LAczrKAKnro  sistbict. 

[Consul  C.  M.  mtcb,  Nottlnsliam,  Eneland.] 

The  lace  trade,  which  includes  nets,  curtains,  and  embroideries, 
18  by  far  the  most  important  industr}[  of  Nottingham.  While  the 
year  1915  was  somewhat  of  a  disappointment  to  the  lace  manufao- 
turers,  file  export  trade  has  been  better  maintained  since  the  out- 
break of  the  war  than  almost  any  industry  in  the  United  Kingdom; 
and  had  it  not  been  for  the  shortage  of  labor,  dj'es,  etc.,  the  year 
would  have  doubtless  been  one  of  the  most  prosperous  in  the  history 
of  the  trade. 

During  the  early  montiis  of  1915  the  outlook  was  not  encourag- 
ing and,  as  indicating  the  imsatisfactory  condition  of  affairs,  the 
Lace  Operatives'  Society  paid  out  more  money  to  its  members  in 
out^f-work  benefits  than  for  any  similar  period  in  tiie  history  of 
the  trade. 

Xxports  to  United  States. 

The  articles  invoiced  at  the  consulate  for  shipment  to  the  United 
States  during  1915.  were  valued  at  $8^47,126  compared  with  $9,058,- 
28G  for  1914w.  The  following  wei-e  the  principal  articles  with  their 
Talue: 


Artktoa. 


1U4 


1916 


ArtlolM. 


in« 


Cotton  clotta.  Mealed. 

Curtains  

Bandk«rchieb: 

Cotton......  

Hosiery: 

Oof  loo  

Wool  

I^Mft):  * 

Cotton  

SIBt  

IxaXimT  r^... 

Oottoa  

SffiE  


102, 169 
10,002 

20,883 
29,532 


TiS.tBO 
23.83S 
9*2,809 

1,877,584 


S25.700 
110,776 

8.520 

S3, 745 
37,078 

2,»44,012 
83,219 
74,764 

3,200,001 
iS70,n3 


Machlnory: 

Ij^wts  . . . 
V»m  .... 
Oxfale  oflnm . 

HsHraa  

SUns  

Underwear: 

Cotton  

Wool  

Veilfngs,  cotton. 
Tam,  ootton  


130,786 
87,898 


178,  in 


314,560 
77,078 
2H38< 

21,  «B 
27,135 

58,  an 


3S8,M 
47.08B 
458,  TV 

25. 3U 
35,«8 
40,114 

640,  m 


lUBaiTEST  FOS  CATALOGUES. 

Commercial  Attach^  Julean  H.  Arnold,  at  Peking,  has  recently 
-written  the  ftpreaii  as  follows : 

la  regard  to  the  commercial  library  wtiich  I  have  establlsited  In  connection 
wltti  this  office.  I  have  to  state  that  while  many  American  manufacturers 
tftTinccl  my  office  with  catalogues  of  tlieir  products,  yet  tlie  imtnber  and  varied 
am  Bmalhn*  than  I  hnd  hoped.  I  am  still  without  many  catnloRues  which  would 
be  of  great  aerrlce  in  extending  American  trade  interests  In  China.  I  am  con- 
stantly in  receipt  of  inquiries  from  Chinese  and  others  for  American  connections 
and  always  find  it  desiroble  to  refer  these  inquirers  to  the  cntalosiies  in  my 
library,  with  a  suggestion  tiiat  they  address  the  persons  or  Arms  repre.sentetl  by 
the  catalogues  covering  the  lines  of  goods  in  whifh  tliey  are  Interested.  I  have 
net  aside  a  ^)e<dnl  room  In  my  ofSces  for  a  commercial  library,  and  the  cata- 
logoes  and  other  trade  literature  which  are  rece!ve<l  are  catalogued,  Inheled, 
■ad  arranced  Ui  an  orderly  manaer  in  glass  casesf  readily  nccessible  to  the 
public*  and  the  public  of  I'eking  are  being  made  acquainted  with  the  fact  tluit 
tbe  library  Is  malntaloed  ami  tliat  tbey  are  cordially  Invited  to  visit  it.  As  soon 
as  I  have  n  full  line  of  catnlofjiies  and  directories  1  plan  to  Is.<ue  a  pVinted 
catalogue  of  the  pubHcntlons  In  tlie  llhrury  for  distribution  among  those  who 
would  find  the  Ubi'firy  of  Interest  and  possible  uj».i  . 
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SHrPPmO  ABD  SHIPBTJILSIKG  IH  ASIA. 

Irotest  .^[ainst  Baitlag  of  Trelyht  Bates  Without  WanSmg. 

British  Clippers  of  textile  goods  have  been  protesting  a^inst  the 
practice  of  raising  ocean  freight  rates  without  warning.  The  Tex- 
tile Mercury  of  Manchester,  England,  quotes  these  shippers  as  sng- 
gesting  that  they  should  receive  at  least  three  months^  notice  of  any 
raising  of  rates,  claiming  that  a  shipper  should  be  able  to  make  his 
calculations  with  some  regard  to  stabiuty  in  such  an  important  factor 
as  the  rate  of  freight. 

The  Mercury  cites  as  an  illustration  of  the  hardsiup  complained 
of  that  the  China  Steam  Trade  Conference,  composed  of  the  princi- 
pal lines  of  steamers  serving  that  quarter  of  the  globe,  has  advanced 
the  rates  several  times  without  warning.  In  this  way,  rates  of  car- 
riage of  piece  goods  had  been  advanced,  up  to  the  end  of  January, 
20  shillings  ($4.87)  per  ton  measurement.  Beyond  the  interval  of  a 
few  days,  the  rates  came  into  force  at  once.  On  January  31,  notice 
was  received  by  the  Manchester  shippers  that  the  piece-goods  rate 
would  be  advanced  another  7s.  6d.  ($1.825) ,  bringinjg  it  to  the  level 
of  the  heavy-goods  rate,  according  to  the  Mercury. 

Toyo  Kiien  Kalsha  Votes  to  Increase  Capital. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  shareholders  held  on  December  20,  1915,  the 
Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha  decided  to  increase  its  capital  by  16,250,000  yen 
($8,092,500)  to  29,250,000  yen  ($14,566,500)  by  issumg  260,000  new 
shares  at  the  rate  of  one  new  share  to  every  one  of  the  old  ^ares.  It 
was  also  decided  to  change  preferred  shares  to  ordinary  ones. 

The  increased  capital,  the  Japan  Times  reports,  will  be  for  the 
construction  of  five  cargo  ships  of  10,000  tons  each  and,  if  posnble, 
of  two  passenger  ships  of  23,000  tons  each. 

To  Get  ShipbnlMinff  XaterUls  In  United  States. 

The  Yokohama  newppaper  (the  Times)  also  says  that  a  plant 
which,  according  to  report,  was  to  have  been  established  by  the  Tovo 
Kben  Kaisha,  for  the  purpose  of  building  its  new  boats,  will  be 
organized  ns  an  independent  company  by  business  men  interested  in 
the  shipping  company  at  Tsurumij  where  the  prospective  company 
has  already  leased  part  of  the  reclaimed  ground. 

The  plant  will  begin  operations  with  a  capital  of  $1,494,000,  fully 
paid  up,  and  a  reserve  to  the  extent  of  $996,000,  the  capital  being  di- 
vided mto  100,000  shares.  All  building  materials  will  be  bought  in 
America  and  carried  home  in  the  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha  liners,  the 
acquisition  of  cheap  materials  thus  being  assured.  All  Toyo  Kisen 
Kaisha  boats,  according  to  promises  secured,  will  be  ordered  from  the 
new  yard. 

Action  Will  Prolog  Toyage  Between  Japan  and  Sar^e. 

The  maintenance  of  the  Nippon  Tusen  Kaisha's  European  linear 
by  the  way  of  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  was  decided  upon  at  yea* 
terday's  meeting  of  its  directorate,  will  entail  the  prolongation  of 
the  Japan-Europe  voyage  by  18  days,  Colombo,  Durban,  Cape  Town, 
and  the  Madeira  Island  are  expected  to  be  made  the  places  of  caUf 
according  to  the  Manchuria  Dauy  NewB  of  Dunn. 
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FLTJUBOra  AHS  HSATHTO  HSEDS  AT  HANEOW. 

[Consul  G«aeraJ  Edwin  &.  Ciumingham,  Hankow,  Chltin.  Jan.  10.1 

There  are  at  present  not  more  than  three  buildings  in  Hankow  in 
which  heating  plants  are  installed,  bnt  owners  of  a  number  of  the 
older  buildings  would  be  glad  to  install  modern  plants  if  they  were 
convinced  that  it  could  be  done  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  To  get 
this  business  it  will  not  be  suiHcient  ior  the  American  manufacturer 
to  establish  an  agency  for  the  sale  of  heating  plants  and  plumbing 
material.  The  agency  should  employ  a  competent  nnd  experienced 
American  or  European  for  the  purpose  of  installing  the  heating 
plants  in  such  a  manner  that  they  wAl  be  eiHcient. 

Plumbing  ^ould  be  handled  by  the  same  firm,  and  in  this  there 
would  be  considerable  competition,  as  already  one  Shanghai  firm 
has  a  branch  here,  but  there  is  no  reason  why  the  American  business 
should  not  be  developed  more  extensiv  ely  than  it  is,  if  an  experienced 
man  is  placed  in  charge, 
mr  Baildlags  Offer  Trade  PouibiUtlei. 

A  firm  of  architects  has  furnished  an  incomplete  list  of  the  more 
important  buildings  either  in  the  course  of  erection  or  contemplated, 
with  the  approximate  cost  of  each.  It  is  believed  that  heating 
apparatus  could  be  installed  if  the  matter  were  presented  by  an  ei- 
ficient  representative.  The  buildings,  with  cost  estimated  in  United 
States  currency,  are:  Hemmings  &  Berkley  Building,  $60,000; 
Hongkong  and  Shanghai  Banking  Corporation  buildings,  $360,000; 
Ctiinese  Post  Office  Building,  $50,00i0;  Chinese  Telephone  Exchange 
Building,  $66,000;. British  municipal .sohoQl  building,  $9,000;  3auc 
of  Communications'  Building,  $50,000. 

The  Liddell  Building  has  just  been  completed.  Other  buildings 
proposed  and  considered  certain  to  be  built,  but  not  definitely  decided 
upon,  are:  A  Chinese  customhouse;  two  new  buildings  of  Butter- 
field  &■  Swire,  a  British  shipping  concern;  and  a  hotel  to  cost  $240,000. 

At  the  British  Municipal  Council  Building,  officials  are  considering 
the  installation  of  new  sanitation,  and  one  firm  has  tendered  for  this 
Kt  $S,300  gold. 
An  American's  Tlew  of  the  Field. 

An  American,  for  many  years  a  resident  of  Hankow,  has  said 
r^[ardin^  the  possibilities  of  steam  and  hot  water  heating  here : 

Large  buUdliifcs  are  now  being  constructed  in  the  foreign  concoaalons,  and 
I^nts  more  or  less  expensive  are  being  Installed.  The  Chinese  as  they  con- 
struct larger  buildings  will  employ  foreign  architects  more  or  less,  and  will 
Imitnte  them  where  they  do  not  employ,  and  the  persons  ready  to  supply  at 
once,  what  is  reqaired,  at  the  right  price,  will  get  orders  in  this  line. 

A  large  trade  is  dereloplng  hi  plumbing  and  plumbers'  snin>]lefl.  A  little 
shop  started  in  Shanghai  on  n  shoe  string,  by  a  man  who  waa  never  a  mechnntc 
In  his  life,  does  a  large  business  and  has  extended  its  trade  to  Hnnkow,  where 
it  is  doing  about  $32,550  per  annum,  with  large  profits.  The  business  is  about 
15  years  old,  and  the  owner  Is  now  arranging  to  form  a  corporation  and  to  put 
In  the  good  will  at  $54,250.  This  company  markets  practically  entirely  British 
goods.  If  it  be  true  that  American  goods  are  equal  to  tlic  best  in  quality 
and  appearance,  and  that  tlioy  can  be  sold  In  this  market  to  compete  with 
aiv  otbei^.  then  all  that  1»  wanted  Is  the  right  kind  of  a  rcptvseutatlve,  a 
practical  men,  to  work  up  the  business. 

Such  a  business  could  also  curry  stoves,  ranges,  and  steam  Iientiiig  aud  fitting 
apimratus. 

[A  list  of  Orms  In  Hankow  prepared  to  liandle  plnnil)!ng  uiiiterlal  nniy  be 
obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  aud  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district 
ofOces.  Befer  to  file  No.  72,540.] 
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for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  aeparate  sheet  and  the  ftle  Muiber  given. 


in  Norway  r^wrts  that  a  woman  agent  In  that  ooontry  deaires  to  estabUA 
commercial  relations  with  American  manufitcturera  of  mbber-tlred  go- 
carts,  with  or  without  hoods;  velveteens;  and  silk  goods.  GataloxiKS. 
quotations  f.  o.  b.  New  York,  and  full  Information  are  desired  Immedlatel;. 
An  illustration  of  the  gocart  in  general  use  In  that  ooantry  may  be 
fficamlned  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  offices.  (Refer  to  file  Ma  726(0.) 
Reference  Is  given.   Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Films,  No.  20248. — A  man  in  Spain  informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  he 
desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  cinemato- 
graph films.    References  are  given.    Correspondence  may  be  In  Englteh. 

Hetcs  print  paper,  No.'20249. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in  Portugal  writes 
that  a  tlrm  In  his  district  Is  In  the  market  for  news  print  paper  In  rolls. 
It  is  stated  that  the  firm  will  require  about  100  tons  a  month,  and  that 
credit  will  be  opened  with  on  American  bank.  Samples  are  desired  Immedl- 
ately.  Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Pins,  needles,  and  buttons.  No.  20250. — ^A  man  In  Ita^  informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  American  mmor 
facturers  of  pins ;  needles ;  metal,  bone,  and  all  kinds  of  buttons.  BeCn^ 
encea  ore  given. 

Setoing  machines  and  affricultural  implements.  No.  20251. — A  firm  in  France 
Informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  purchase  sewios 
maclUnes  and  agricultural  ImplMuents. 

Sugar  tnachimrp.  No.  20252.-— An  American  consular  officer  In  Brazil  reports 
that  a  firm  In  his  district  Is  In  the  market  for  a  1,000-ton  sugar  mill,  one  or 
more  vacuum  paas,  and  10  or  more  centrifugals.  Oorre^jondence  BhonM 
be  In  rortuguese, 

Mfachine  tools,  etc..  No.  20253.— A  firm  In  Denmark  informs,  an  American  cra- 
sular  officer  that  It  desires  to  represent  American  manufactareni  of  madiioe 
tools;  machines  and  parts;  raw  material  and  haU-flnlshed  goods  eoltaUe 
for  making  machine  tools,  etc. 

Lumber,  Nu.  20254. — A  firm  in  Canada  writes  that  It  desires  to  establish  com- 
luerclul  relatioiLs  witli  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  three-ply 
wood  used  In  making  drawer  sides  and  bottoms  for  furniture.  Eeference 
Is  given. 

Jlfutcfte«,  pork  products,  flour,  etc..  No.  202S5. — ^A  firm  in  Porto  Rico  writes  thit 
It  desires  to  represent,  on  a  commission  basis,  American  roanuftcturaa  and 
exporters  of  matches,  pork  prodncts,  canned  ftniits,  rice,  and  flour. 

Sugar,  No.  20256. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Spain  r^rts  that  a  firm  in 
his  dib-trlct  desires  to  establish  commo'ctal  relations  with  American  exjfost- 
ers  of  granulated,  refined,  and  cube  sugar.  Qnotatlona  c.  L  f.  Spantdi  piVts 
are  desired.   References  are  given. 

t-ndencear,  ahirtingt,  cement,  hardtcare,  etc..  No.  20257.— A  commercial  agent  of 
the  Bureau  reports  that  a  representative  ot  a  firm  In  Australia  is  now  In  tlie 
United  States  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  commercial  relations  witb 
American  manufacturers  and  exports  of  cotton  underwear;  shlrtlDgs;  cor* 
sets ;  boot  and  slioe  laces ;  gloves ;  women's  hand  bags ;  cement ;  and  Ufht 
hardware.   References  are  given. 

Clock,  No.  20258. — An  American  consnlar  officer  in  the  Dominican  Republic  re- 
ports that  a  city  council  In  bis  district  desires  to  purchase  a  lai^  town 
clock  having  four  Illuminated  dials.  Corre^adenee  i^nid  be  In  Spankb. 
Specifications,  quotations,  and  full  Information  are  desired. 

Tec  machines.  No.  20258. — A  representative  of  a  firm  In  Brazil  Informs  an  Amer 
lean  consular  officer  that  lie  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  price  lists,  and 
'  full  Information  from  American  manufacturers  of  Ice  machines  ndog  am- 
monia, with  capacities  of  from  100  to  IGO  kilos  (220.462  to  330.093  pouodB) 
of  ice  In  24  hours.  It  Is  stated  that  from  60  to  lOQ  of  these  machlMS  oh 
be  sold.  Conmpondence  may  be  in  'a"g"?i' 


wASHiKSMir:  aovniTHaiiTPMimitaevrici:  i*h 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MAR171916 

T!niVlMERCE  REPORTS 

DAILY  CONSnLAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 
ISS^FED  DAILY  B.Y  THE  BUREAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOHESTIC  COHUERCK 
DEFARTUENT  OF  COUUERCB 
For  ufe  bj  the  SnpcrinlOMlait  tt  DocuMnti,  Wubinstoa,  D.  C.,it  f2 JO  par  jur 

No.  47      Washington,  D.  C,  Saturday,  Februaxy  26  1916 

CONTENTS. 

Pag*.  Pagik 

Swedish  «iDl)«rgo  on  cibemleal  wocmI  palp  78S  New  corporation?  in  Ttalv  i.  791 

Bsoot  British  embargo  proclamatioD   785  Coril  fr^lghte  from  Cudiff   79t 

nc»)cn<trad«egtirasror]uiiiary  7S6  Oenmny's  exports  to  Unltod  Btatai  In  1013...  703 

Order  of  potun  stamps  imr  GuAtADUla   786  AmerlcaacoBiularotnoersoDlKiTeolabsaDM.  788 

Bwwdm's  new  oudiEel   7tf7  Bnsilian  market  for  American  wIimj   795 

Tale  depojit?  tai  Ontario   787  CoH  of  foMitaSf  In  ean«ni  Oreeca   797 

SnlpbaCe  of  copper  lor  Oteec*   787  Coll  for  machinery  In  Antentlna  797 

The BonKkonecottOD-3wn  market  78S  Prcwro^s  of  Lightnouto  Serrica  shown    798 

British  shipping  In  January   788  Grain  imports  at  portt  In  Bay  of  Naples  798 

Newrevenuemeosuna  proposed  for  Canada...  789  Taamaniaexpocted  to  harvest  record  crops  799 

OAdal  numbers  and  slenu  letters  awarded...  789  American  trade  perlodicah  dejired   799 

Hcxko  needs  new  supplies  <rf  imported  Koods .  790  Foreign  trade  opportunitiei   800 

SWEDISH  EHBAKGO  OH  CHEMICAL  WOOD  FULF . 

[Annonneement  of  State  Department,  Feb.  26.] 

The  Govemment  of  Sweden  having  prohibited  the  exportation 
of  chemical  wood  pulp  the  Department  of  State  recently  undertook 
to  ascertain  what  supplies  are  available  to  American  consumers, 
and  has  now  received  cablegrams  on  the  subject  from  the  Amer- 
ican ministers  at  Stockholm  and  Christiania,  dated  February  22 
and  23,  respectively. 

The  minister  at  Stockholm  reports  that  he  learns  from  the  Swedish 
Foreign  Office  that  the  Govemment  of  Sweden  is  disposed  to  grant 
special  permission  for  the  exportation  of  chemical  wood  pulp  in  cases 
■where  the  pulp  is  to  be  nsed  exclusively  in  the  United  States. 

The  minister  at  Christiania  reports  that  he  learns  from  the  Nor- 
wegian Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  that  no  hindrance  will  be  inter- 
posed by  the  Govemment  of  Norway  to  the  exportation  of  unlimited 
quantities  of  wood  pulp  from  Uiat  country  to  the  United  States.' 

RECENT  BBITISH  EHBABGO  PBOCLAKAHON. 

[Telegram  from  American  consul  fcnersi,  London,  Feb.  24.] 

By  proclamation  the  prohibition  to  exjMrt  hematite  pig  iron  to  all 
destinations  now  reads:  Pig  iron  containing  less  than  one-tenth  of  1 
per  cent  of  phosphorus,  including  hematite  pig  iron;  all  other  pig 
iron  containing  more  than  one-tenth  of  1  per  cent  of  phosphorus, 
but  less  than  1^  per  cent  of  silicon  together  with  less  than  nine- 
hundredths  of  1  per  cent  of  sulphur.  The  exportation  of  the  fol- 
lowing goods  is  prohibited  to  lul  destinations:  Cerium  oxide  and 
salts  of  cerium  and  its  alloys,  except  ferrocerium;  sugar,  re&ned, 
and  candy  sugar,  unrefined. 

In  the  list  of  ^oods  the  exportation  of  which  is  prohibited  to  all 
non- British  destinations,  the  heading  "Draw  plates,  jeweled,"  for 
drawing  steel  wire,  etc.,  is  changed  to  read  "  Draw  plates,  jeweled, 
for  drawing  wire,  and  diamonds  prepared  for  use  thei'ein."  One 
new  item — ferrocerium — is  added  to  this  list. 

The  exportation  of  the  following  goods  is  prohibited  to  all  for- 
eign countries  in  Europe  and  on  the  Slediterranean  and  Blaek  Seas, 
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other  than  France,  Kussia  (except  through  Baltic  ports),  Italy, 
Spain,  and  Portugal:  Bleaching  powder;  fruit,  ficsh,  dried,  or  pre- 
served in  any  way;  and  certain  nuts;  oleoaginous  kernels,  nuts,  and 
seeds,  such  as  are  not  already  prohibited  to  be  exported  to  any  desti- 
nations. "  • 

FOEEIOH-TBABE  FiaUHES  FOB  JAKVASY. 

.  Exports  for  January  fell  somewhat  below  the  mark  set  the  previ- 
ous month,  the  total  being  $335,535,303,  as  compared  with  $353y 
feOO,000  for  December.  As  compared  with  January  a  year  ago,  how- 
ever, there  was  an  increase  of  nearly  $68,000,(X)0.  Imports  are  stiU 
increasing,  the  total  for  January  being  $184,192,299,  an  increase  of 
more  than  $12,000,000  over  December.  Nearly  74  per  cent  of  the 
imports  were  free  of  duty,  indicating  increased  imports  of  raw  mate- 
rials and  decreased  imports  of  manufactured  European  goods. 

For  the  seven  months  ended  with  January  the  exports  from  this 
country  totaled  $2,181,312,322,  or  64  per  cent  higher  than  for  the  like 
period  of  the  preceding  6sca1  year,  and  40  per  cent  higher  than  the 
former  best  record  made  in  1912-13.  Imports  for  the  seven  monUis 
ending  with  January  last  totaled  $1,096,979,173,  being  about  $500,000 
piore  than  the  former  high-record  total  of  $1,096,484,767  recorded  in 
the  seven  months  of  1912-13,  and  $1GC,500,000  more  than  for  the  cor- 
responding period  of  1914-15.  The  seven  montlis  just  ended  showed 
an  export  balance  of  $1,084,333,149,  being  about  two  and  one-half 
times  that  for  each  of  the  corresponding  seven-mcmth  periods  of  the 
last  five  fiscal  years. 

Our  international  gold  movements  were  comparatively  small,  im- 
ports thereof  during  January  last  amounting  to  $15,008,232,  and  ex- 

Sorts  $10,213,517.  The  aggregate  gold  imports  for  seven  months  to 
anuary  31,  1916,  were  $322,038,386,  about  nine  times  the  amount 
imported  in  the  seven  months  preceding  January  31,  1915;  and  gold 
exports  aggregated  $34,056,908  in  the  first  seven  months  of  the  cur- 
rent fiscal  year,  against  four  times  thut  amount  in  a  like  period  of  the 
preceding  year. 

OUDDE  OF  POSTAGE  STAMPS  FOR.  OUATEUALA. 

[CoDBol  Stnart  K.  Lapton,  Ouatemala  City.] 

The  Government  of  Guatemala,  through  an  executive  decree  pub- 
lished in  El  (luatemalteco  January  21,  has  authorized  the  printing 
in  London  of  6.000.000  postage  stamps  of  the  following  denomina- 
tions: 1  peso  ($0.3481),  2  pesos,  75  centavos  (0.75  peso),  50  centavos, 
20  centavos,  12^  centavos,  10  centavos,  6  centavos,  5  centavos,  and  1 
centavo.  An  appropriation  of  737  pounds  sterling  ($3,586.61)  has 
been  made  to  cover  the  cost  of  printing,  and  the  packing,  transporta- 
tion, and  insurance  to  Puerto  Barrios.  The  stamps  are  to  conform  to 
the  design  of  those  now  in  use  in  Guatemala. 


Crude  opium  amounting  to  50,056  pounds,  valued  at  $268,329,  was 
invoiced  at.  the  American  consulate  at  Saloniki,  Greece,  for  the 
United  States  during  1915,  contpared  widi  161,849  pounds,  valued 
at  $873,907,  for  1914. 
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SWEBEITS  HEW  BITBQET. 

f  American  Ulnister  Ira  N.  Uorrls,  Btockbolm,  Jan.  18.1 

As  presented  to  the  Eiksdag,  the  Swedish  nationnl  budget  for  1917 
shows  estimated  revenues  and  expenditures  totaling  $111,020,100, 
apportioned  as  follows: 


BavflDwa. 


in? 


SxpenditOTM. 


1«7 


BmotiB  proper  of  tbe  Btate: 

Taxes  

Other  

Revenoo  from  producth-e  funds  of  tbe 
Stale: 

Business  operations  

State  nhares  

Loan  funtts  of  the  Btate  

Kiare  of  profit  of  Sls!e  liank  In  1913 . . 
Capital  resource!  at  dbposal: 

From  proper  revenue  

From  toaas  

Loan  funds  for  productive  purposu .. 
Special  incoraej: 

New  income  from  taxes  

Tempomry  loans  

Total  


S50,26S.2OO 

2,002,300 


15,523.400 
l,D2S.40O 
1.129.200 
2, 176,200 

4.39S,«0 

15,070, SOO 

3.02S.400 
7,233,030 


Clva  list  CRo^al  honsebold)  

Department  of  Justice  , 

Department  of  State  , 

Department  of  War  

Department  of  Navy  and  Commerce., 

Department  of  Interior   

Financial  departmeat  

Eccle  i  last  leal  dopiirlmpnt  

UepO'-tmont  of  .Verft-'Ulture  

Pension  (lejtarlnie lit  

I'arllamont  and  Huditin^  expenses  

Interest  on  i\n:  to;iftl  debt  

Ite.wrve  me;i-iJ  fo-  dprpysicxiieisei... 
Kxpo.isei  to  I*  pai  1  from  lempoisry 

loans  

Expeuses  to  be  paklfrom  o:her  Btate 

inwme  

Assis'iinoe  dUT-liiR  limn  ofw.v  , 

Busiiiea  ooemtion^  ol  ilie  8t;ile  

filiite  loan  funds  

Payment  of  the  national  debt  


1380,  GOO 
1,733. 103 

fisi.«a 

17.716.500 
«,4eft,103 
8,203.20!) 
7.668.300 

IO.(>21,009 
3,729,209 
2.841.80) 
416, 300 
9,637.700 
4,030,709 

7,236,003 

0,968,000 
93^.000 
15,30').  800 
2,106.300 
1.30). 100 


111,020,100 


Total. 


111,020,100 


Of  the  fii-st  10  item.s  under  expenditure,  aggregating  $62,979,000, 
$49,510,200  is  covered  by  ordinary  grants  and  $13,468,800  by  extra 
grants.  Of  the  appropriation  for  the  Departments  of  Navy  and 
Commerce,  $8,276,000  is  for  the  use  of  the  Navy  and  $1,190,100  for 
the  promotion  of  commerce. 

TALC  DEPOSITS  IN  OHTAEIO. 

[Conenl  Felix  6.  S.  JoImsoD,  Kloguloii,  Canada,  Feb.  21.] 

There  arc  located  in  the  Kingston  consular  district  two  talc  de-. 
posits,  one  at  Madoc  and  the  other  at  Eldorado,  and  the  greater  part 
of  their  output  is  milled  locally.  Both  mines  and  mills  were  in  active 
operation  at  the  ^d  of  1915,  showing  a  record  output  of  over  12,000 
tons.  The  deposits  are  said  to  contain  plenty  of  talc.  That  at 
Madoc  occurs  m  a  series  of  overlapping  more  or  less  upright  lenses, 
the  greatest  width  of  the  talc  body  being  about  CO  feet.  A  depth  oi 
250  leet  has  been  reached  in  the  workings.  Most  of  the  output  is 
sent  to  the  mill  at  Madoc,  and  a  small  quantity  of  the  crude  is 
shipped  to  the  United  States. 

The  talc  at  Eldorado  contains  rather  a  large  admixture  of  nuartz, 
which  occurs  throughout  the  talc  body  in  small  lenses  and  nas  to 
be  cobbled  out. 

The  value  of  talc  expoi-ted  to  the  United  States  from  this  consular 
district  in  1915  was  $60,843. 

STTLPHATE  OF  COPPEE  FOR  GBEECE. 

A  cablegram  from  Consul  Arthur  B.  Cooke,  at  Patras,  Greece, 
under  date  of  February  24,  states  that  the  international  arrange- 
ment permits  the  immediate  im])oi'tation  into  (Jreeee  of  2,000  tons  of 
sulphate  of  copper,  mostly  used  in  that  district,  and  that  American 
firms  can  cable  quotations  to  the  consulate.  r^^^^I^ 
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THE  HONGEOna  COTTON-YABIT  MABEET. 

[Consul  General  Qeorg*  B.  Andenon.  Bongkong.  China,  Jan.  8,1 

The  course  of  the  cotton-yam  market  in  Hongkong  and  South 
China  during  1915  was  much  more  satisfactory  than  had  been  antici- 
pated. In  some,  respects  the  most  significant  feature  of  the  year's 
business  was  the  increasing  hold  Japanese  yams  have  been  securing 
on  the  market  at  the  expense  of  Indian  yarn  and,  to  some  extent,  oi 
British  ^am.  Japanese  yam  also,  to  some  extent,  cut  into  the  trade 
in  knitting  jams,  vhich  has  been  a  specialty  of  American  manufao^ 
turers  in  this  field  for  several  years. 

Beadjastraent  of  Biisliieas  Following  Depression — Prioei. 

The  year  opened  under  the  most  disastrous  circumstances,  for  the 
entire  trade  machinery  in  this  business  was  broken  down  by  the  fail- 
ure of  practicallv  every  native  house  handling  yara.  The  situation 
was  so  near  a  collapse  of  the  trade  that  foreign  importers  were  com- 
pelled to  share  losses  to  save  their  trade  organization.  As  a  result 
of  the  general  readjustment  following  these  conditions,  however, 
the  tra^  generally  was  placed  upon  a  more  stable  basis  by  the 
elimination  of  weaker  dealers  and  by  a  curtailment  of  the  disposi- 
tion to  speculate. 

The  lowest  point  reached  during  the  year  was  in  March,  when  the 
best  20's  sold  at  $90  to  $105  local  currency  ($37.80  to  $44.10  gold) 
per  bale  and  the  best  lO's  from  $80  to  $00  local  currency  ($33  to 
$37.80  gold)  per  bale.  Prices  rose  steadily  until  September,  when 
there  was  a  flurry  on  the  Bombay  exchange  and  lO's  sold  at  $113 
local-  currency  ($47.04  gold)  and  20's  at  $143  ($60  gold)  per  bale. 
Fortunately,  however,  Hongkong  dealers  bought  sparingly  at  the 
high  prices  and  the  result  was  that  when  the  inevitable  suimp  came 
they  had  small  stocks  on  hand  and  losses  were  small.  The  trade 
generally,  therefore,  is  in  a  much  more  healthy  state  than  it  has 
been  for  years.  Inasmuch  as  it  forms  one  of  the  chief  barometers 
of  trade  in  all  lines  in  6outh  China,  this  present  condition  is  reflected 
in  various  other  lines  of  business. 

-  The  arrivals  of  cotton  yarn  during  1915  amounted  to  159,000  bales, 
against  175,000  bales  for  1914^  and  the  sales  amounted  to  105,000 
bales,  compared  with  109,000  bales.  There  are  now  on  hand  about 
61,000  bales. 

During  the  past  three  months  Indian  20's  have  been  completely 
driven  ^om  the  South  China  market  by  Japanese  yams  of  that 
count. 

BRITISH  SHIFPINO  IH  JAXnTAHY. 

According  to  figures  made  public  by  the  British  (Government) 
Board  of  Trade  in  the  February  10th  issue  of  its  Joumal,  the  ton- 
nage of  vessels  entered  at  ports  in  the  United  Kingdom  from  foreign 
countries  and  British  possessions  witli  cargoes  during  January,  1916, 
aggregated  2,519,004  and  the  tonnage  cleared  2,901,816,  as  against 
2,5;52,^15;J  tons  entered  and  3,407,755  tons  cleared  during  January, 
1915.  With  regard  to  tlie  coasting  trade,  the  tonnage  arrived  with 
Cargoes  during  January  of  this  year  amounted  to  1,901,660  and  the 
tonnage  departed  to  1,901,321,  contrasted  with  2,383,970  tons  arrived 
and  2^98,955  tons  departed  in  the  like  month  of  1915. 
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HEW  BEVEHITE  XEASUSES  FBOFOSED  FOB  CAHABA. 

[Consal  General  Jobn  O.  Poster,  Ottawa,  Feb.  16.] 

The  Dominion  Minister  of  Finance  delivered  his  budget  speech  in 
the  House  of  Commons  on  the  15th  instant.  The  statement  of  Can- 
ada's financial  condition,  considering  the  vast  expenditures  for  war 

furposee,  is  generally  considered  very  satisfactory.  From  the  out- 
reak  of  the  war  to  the  end  of  January,  1916,  the  war  expenditures 
amounted  to  $158,000,000.  It  is  estimated  that  at  least  $250,000,000 
vill  be  required  for  the  coming  fiscal  year  for  war. 

The  revenue  from  all  sources  for  the  year  ending  March  31,  1916, 
is  estimated  at  $170,000,000,  the  ordinary  expenditures  at  $125,000,000, 
and  the  capital  account  expenditures  at  $40,000,000.  For  the  fiscal 
year  ending  March  31,  1917,  the  Minister  of  Finance  estimates  the 
ordinary  expenditures  at  $135,000,000  and  the  capital  expenditures 
at  $30,000,000.  In  the  ordinary  expenditures  are  included  the  sum 
of  $20,000,000,  which  represents  increased  interest  charges  due  to 
war  borrowings,  and  the  further  sum  of  $2,000,000  for  pensions 
payable  on  account  of  the  war. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  total  net  debt  of  the  Dominion  on  March 
81, 1916,  will  stand  at  about  $580,000,000,  an  increase  of  $131,000,000 
during  the  year. 
Tax  on  frolltt. 

The  principal  revenue  measure  provided  in  the  bud^t  is  a  tax 
upon  all  incorporated  companies  carrying  on  business  in  Canada 
(except  life  insurance  companies  and  those  engaged  in  agricul- 
ture) amounting  to  one-fourth  of  the  net  profits  since  the  outbreak 
of  war  in  excess  of  7  per  cent  upon  the  paid-up  capital ;  and  a  tax 
upon  individuals,  finns,  partnerships,  ana  associations  amounting  to 
one-fourth  of  the  net  profits  in  excess  of  10  per  cent  upon  the  capital 
engaged  in  the  business  since  the  beginning  of  the  war.  The  dura- 
tion of  this  meosure  is  limited  to  August  3,  1917,  and  the  revenue 
therefrom  is  estimated  at  $25,000,000  to  $30,060,000. 

Life  insurance  companies  whose  domicile  is  outside  of  Canada,  but 
which  are  licensed  to  transact  business  in  Canada,  must  make  the 
dej>oeits  which  they  are  required  to  make  in  1916  and  1917  aa  se- 
curity for  their  policyholderB  in  the  Dominion  in  the  currency, 
bonds,  or  debenture  stock  of  the  Dominion.  Canadian  life  insurance 
companies  are  required  to  invest  in  such  securities  one-half  of  the 
increase  in  their  net  ledger  assets  during  the  years  1915  and  1916, 
after  making  provision  for  increase  in  foreign  reserves  and  in  policy 
loans. 

Official  HumbeiB  and  Signal  Letters  Awarded. 

Among  the  merchant  vessels  to  which  official  numbers  and  signal 
letters  were  awarded  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Navigation 
during  the  week  ended  Febniaiy  19,  1916,  were  the  steam  screw 
Tessels  Artisan,  No.  213885^  LFSH,  of  5,825  gross  and  3,662  net  ton- 
nage, built  at  Sparrows  Point,  Md.,  in  1916,  with  Baltimore  as  home 
port;  and  the  Healdton,  No.  213893,  LFBM,  of  4,489  gross  and 
1,722  net  tonnage,  built  at  Greenock,  Scotland,  in  1908,  ana  admitted 
to  American  registry,  with  New  York  as  home  port.  The  Healdton 
was  formerly  the  German  steamship  PureUgkt. 
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XEZZCO  HEEDS  HEW  SUPPLIES  OP  DCPOETED  0003ML 

[Vice  Consal  Homer  C  Coen,  Danngo,  Jan.  28.] 

Stocks  of  nearly  all  classes  of  imported  ^ods  are  very  low  in  the 
Durango  consular  district,  and  in  many  cases  are  entirely  exhausted. 
Consumers  here  most  look  to  the  United  States  for  the  supplies  thai 
are  needed.  £ven  for  more  than  a  year  before  the  European  war 
began,  importations  from  Europe  were  restricted,  and  there  are  no 
records  available  of  any  such  importations  to  this  district  once 
that  time. 

One  of  the  greatest  needs,  at  the  present  time,  is  of  ordinary 
needles  for  sewing  and  for  hand  embroidery  work.  The  packages 
of  assorted  needles  usually  put  up  for  the  trade  in  the  United  States 
do  not  conform  to  the  custom  here.  Needles  are  sold  one  or  two  at 
a  time,  and  the  stores  want  papers  or  packages  of  needles  all  of  the 
same  size.  The  bulk  of  the  trade  is  for  om^  a  few  of  the  regular 
sizes  for  hand  sewing  and  embroidery,  1^  inches  to  1^  inches  in 
length.  There  is  special  need  of  sewing-machine  needles.  Some  of 
the  sewing  machines  in  use  are  of  German  make,  but  probably  the 
majority  are  of  American  manufacture,  the  Singer  predominating. 
JUanfaetuliig  Plant  la  Konterey  Cloud. 

BoltSj  nuts,  wire  nails,  and  washers  were  bought  from  manufac- 
turers IB  Monterey,  but  since  that  industrial  plant  is  closed  the 
supply  must  come  (rom  the  United  States.  The  scarcity  of  goods  of 
this  character  is  pronounced,  and  the  demand  will  be  very  great  when 
the  mines,  ranches,  and  industries  commence  operations  again. 

The  use  of  enamel  ware  of  all  kinds  is  very  extensive  m  this  dis- 
trict, and  includes  washbowls,  water  pitchers,  soup  dishes,  dinner 
plates,  and,  in  fact,  every  class  of  enamel  ware  for  household  use. 
The  people  have  been  educated  to  and  are  accustomed  to  the  style, 
■freight,  and  class  of  enameled  goods  manufactured  in  Germany. 
That  country  furnished  almost  tne  entire  supply,  because  German 
miinufacturers  made  a  practice  of  finding  out,  through  resident 
German  merchants,  the  style  and  class  of  goods  suitable  for  the 
trade  in  encli  section  of  this  country. 

It  is  claimed  tliat  the  American  enamel  ware,  besides  not  being  of 
the  style  and  form  to  which  the  public  is  educated,  is  much  heavier, 
chips  more  easily,  and  therefore  does  not  last  as  long  as  the  German 
make.  Yet  all  this  class  of  supplies  must  be  furnished  for  the  nrea* 
ent  by  American  manufacturers,  because  the  European  supply  is 
cut  o^. 

Oenerul  Trade  In  Notloni  Open  to  ITulted  States. 

A  broad  field,  covering  all  classes  of  notions,  is  now  open  for 
American  trade.  This  includes,  needles,  pins,  combs,  shoe  strings, 
shoe  polish  of  all  kinds,  very  cheap  laces,  cheap  buttons  for  dresses 
aind  underwear,  thread,  perfumery,  children's  playthings,  snap 
fasteners  for  dresses,  etc. 

-  The  packijig  of  goods  to  be  sent  to  Mexico  is  of  great  importance 
to  the  importer,  on  account  of  duties  at  the  frontier.  Where  duties 
af'e  on  gross  weight,  including  all  outside  and  inside  coverings,  it  is 
very  important  to  the  importer  to  have  the  packing  done  according 
to  his  instructions.  A  little  care  in  examining  the  rates  of  the  Mexi- 

'an  tariff,  to  see  how  the  duties  are  assessed,  whether  on  net  weigbl 
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or  gross  weight,  as  Tvell  as  a  request  to  the  buyer  for  any  special  in- 
structions he  may  have  to  offer  concerning  this  matter,  will  be  ad- 
vantageous. 

[Lists  of  imiwrtlns  houses  tn  Durango,  Durango,  and  Torreoii,  Ooahuila, 
Kexioo,  may  be  obtained  from  tlie  Bureau  of  Foreigti  aud  Domestic  Gomoierce 
or  Its  district  offices.  Befer  to  file  No.  72583.] 


HEW  COBPOBATIONS  IS  HALT. 

[Consul  WlllUm  P.  Eelley,  Rome,  Jan.  18.] 

The  figures  given  below  were  obtained  from  the  Statistical  Bureau 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Industry,  and  Commerce  in  Kome 
and  relate  to  all  Italy  as  no  local  data  are  available.  They  cover  the 
months  of  January-June,  1915,  and  show  the  number  and  capitalisa- 
tion of  new  corporations  organized  within  that  period,  also  (dianges 
that  occurred  in  existing  ones: 


CorpmUitiu. 

New. 

Existing, 

No. 

Nominal 
capital. 

Paid-up 
capital. 

Inrrmie  of 
caplUkL 

capital. 

Uqatdft. 
trans. 

5 
1 
1 

13, 044.  m 

679.001 
041.033 

n.m 

621.675 

m,7(M.n.w 

"  "464."  751' 

9.m 

144.75) 
1.417.fi01 
820.251 
435.035 

19,7)1,71) 

 iiiwo' 

188.600 

453.555 
81.601 
68.70) 
K,<i5] 

227.75) 
66,77i 

4 

8 

! 

278, 3ai 
A3. 70) 
81,050 

229.(57-. 

195, 701 
62.30) 
62,700 

30.101 
135. H75 
693.875 
1.072. m 
115.800 

um.m 

"4.100 
161.100 

67,90) 
260.900 

7 
4 

3 
3 
3 

17 
7 

» 
4 

617.601 
2,43.^.H50 
17.025 
61.750 
142. 8a» 
629,  .175 
742,475 
914.350 
1,644,003 

481.150 
1, as?.  201 
11. 

44,975 
136.625 
4««.750 
222.725 
671.025 

77.200 
: 18. 700 
32.801 
70.450 

337. 7.U 
95.72) 
809.203 
279.860 
87. 450 
107,06) 
794.30) 
!65.203 
723.753 

1.1M.000 
1,711.90) 
1.401,975 

386.101 

1,008,425 
231, 9£) 

9i 

1  ,1)59,375 

7,371,37^ 

21,171,730 

13,((38,35J 

4.0U,001 

COAI  FBEIOHTS  FROM  CABBZFF. 

[Consul  Lorln  A.  r^tbrop,  Cardiff,  Walea.] 

The  following  table  shows  the  coal  freights  per  ton  of  2,240  pounds 
from  Cardiff,  Wales,  in  the  first  week  of  February,  1916,  and  com- 
parisons with  those  in  December,  1915,  and  with  prewar  rates: 


Port 


AlaxsndTia... 
Sarracona 

Botiutuc  

BuaoQi  Aim. 
OttMn  


Pebni- 
nry,  IJll. 


ni>.M 

13.37 
8.48 
11.18 


D«cftTi- 
ber,  1915. 


117.64 

».»7 
6.78 
10.04 

U.0ii 


ATora^, 
1914. 


t3.49 

2.31 
1.30 
S.i3 
3.16 


Port 


I AbOl  

Mu>«llla  

Uoitarliea... 

Naplai.  

Uio  da  Janeiro. 


aj7,  IJl 

Dece  t- 
ber.li)n. 

tail. 

tB.03 

r.W) 

U.S1 

10.03 

14.60 

i.lO 

10.94 

6.60 

8.U 

14.  U 

16.  Oj 

!.3J 

10.  i3 

10.45 

S.40 

The  prices  for  coal  f.  o.  b.  Car  li  T  per  ton  of  2,'24J  pouni?  on 
February  5,  1916,  were  as  f)llow3:  A.:!  niri.lty  secoiU,  18.53;  bssb 
drys,  $8.50;  bldck  veina,  SS.50;  best  hotud  (at  pit  mouth),  ^.S3; 
best  small  steams,  $4.74;  briquets,  $7.78;  and  eokd  (special  foun- 
dry), $11.66.  ^  , 
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aSRHAKTS  EXPORTS  TO  TmiTED  STATES  DT  1916. 

[CoiiBul  General  Julias  O,  Lay,  Berlin,  Feb.  8.1 

The  value  of  the  exports  from  Germany  to  the  United  States,  as 
declared  at  23  American  consulates  and  14  consular  agencies  during 
1915  amounted  to  $39,967,183,  as  compared  with  $156,406,714  in  1914, 
and  $186,035,254  in  1913. 

The  following  table  shows  Germany's  export  trade  to  the  United 
States  for  the  last  10  years: 


Year. 

Value. 

Year. 

Valoa. 

Yoat. 

Valoa. 

1153,142.990 

l.W.392,340 
128.233,  S31 
166,280,020 

n71.Ul,«» 
168. 401, 113 
190,018,  sn 
1W,0B6,SH 

USS.406,n4 
JB,g67,US 

ISM  

Value  of  Exports  to  ITnited  States  and  Possessions. 

The  value  of  the  declared  exports  from  Germany  to  the  United 
States  and  its  possessions  for  1915,  as  compai-ed  with  1914,  was  as 
follows: 


Dastbutkm. 

1914 

19U 

Slfi6, 408,714 
201,217 
215.877 
1,850,164 

m,  987, 183 
16,  SU 
80,  U9 
140,871 

158,733.972 
403,072 

40,214.0U 
118,540 

1»,137.M4 

40.an,on 

Analysis  of  tbe  Large  Seoreases  In  SMpments  Dnrlnf  181B. 

There  was  a  decrease  in  the  exports  to  the  United  States  during 
1915  from  every  German  consular  district. 

The  largest  decreases  were  naturally  in  those  articles  which  were 
required  for  home  consumption  and  whose  expoii;  was  forbidden.  A 
larger  number  of  articles  needed  for  military  purposes  were  placed 
under  the  embargo  in  1915  than  in  1914.  as  no  general  statistics 
can  be  compiled  according  to  articles  because  of  differences  in  the 
classification  of  the  various  consular-export  returns,  it  is  impossible 
to  itemize  the  articles  of  greatest  decline  except  by  districts. 

Features  of  the  1919  Shipments  by  Districts. 

The  decrease  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States  from  the  Berlin 
district  alone  amounted  to  $11,892,448,  while  the  net  decrease  includ- 
ing insular  possessions  amounted  to  $12,067,841.  More  goods  were 
exported  from  Berlin  during  the  second  quarter  of  1015  tnan  at  any 
other  time,  the  third  and  fourth  quarters  showing  lower  amounts 
than  the  first  two.  Exports  of  the  following  articles  stopped  en- 
tirely: Crude  and  manufactured  ahuiiinum,  automobiles  and  other 
vehicles,  tannic  acid,  glycerin,  bleached  and  unbleached  cotton  goods, 
oilcloth  and  linoleum,  human  hair,  bides  and  sldns,  leather  of  all 
kinds,  rubber  and  manufactures  thereof,  scrap  iron,  bronze  ingots, 
oils  (mineral  and  vegetable),  and  tin  and  tin  goods.  The  list  of 
articles  just  mentioned  furnishes  an  index  to  the  articles  of  commerce 
generally  shipped  from  the  Berlin  district  and  whidi  are  now  needed 
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for  nulitai^  purposes.  There  were  no  Shipments  of  the  following 
during  the  second  half  year:  Antiquities,  lactic  acid,  dextrin,  lanolin, 
cotton  gloves,  enamel  ware,  wolfram  metal,  wines,  astrakhans,  car- 
pets, wool  yam. 

^  Articles  showing  increased  exports  for  the  year  were  beads,  tho- 
rium nitrate,  mica,  and  artificial  silk. 

Remarks  upon  the  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  from  other 
consular  districts  in  Germany,  so  far  as  they  have  been  submitted, 
are  as  follows: 

Aix-la-Ohapelle. — ^The  Aix-la-Chapelle  consulate  reports  that  the 
exports  in  1915  were  about  one-third  those  for  1914.  This  decrease 
is  largely  caused  by  the  embargo.  A  decrease  of  25  per  cent  in  vel- 
vets,  50  per  cent  in  cotton  goods,  25  per  cent  in  metal  products,  and 
33  per  cent  in  woolen  cloth  was  noted  in  1915  as  compared  with  1914. 

Barmen. — The  consulate  at  Barmen  reports  a  large  general  de- 
crease which  is  not  confined  to  certain  articles. 

Bremen. — ^The  increase  in  the  value  of  the  exports  to  Hawaii  from 
Brwnen  was  due  to  hearjr  shipments  of  fertilizers  to  those  islands. 

Breslau. — The  general  decrease  in  the  exports  to  the  United  States 
from  Breslau  is  stated  to  have  been  due  more  to  a  lack  of  shipping 
facilities  than  to  any  other  cause.  The  largest  decreases  were  in 
linen  cloth,  cotton  goods,  hides,  and  zinc 

Brunawick. — The  major  portion  of  the  loss  in  shipments  from  the 
Brunswick  district  may  be  attributed  to  the  decline  m  the  exports  of 
potash  salts.  Shipments  of  leather  gloves,  quinine,  and  sugar-beet 
seed  also  showed  decreases. 

Chemnitz, — No  increase  in  shipments  was  reported  from  the  con- 
sul at  Chemnitz,  but  the  decreases  in  the  exports  of  knitting  machine 
needles  and  some  paper  goods  were  surprisingly  small.  The  larger 
losses  during  1915,  as  compared  with  1914,  were  as  follows:  Cotton 
hosiery,  $1,880,000;  cotton  gloves,  $1,125,000;  all  other  cotton  goods, 
$510,000 ;  woolen  goods  and  yams,  $1,490,000 ;  leather  ^oves, 
$376,000;  knitting  machinery,  $362,000;  linen  goods,  $330,000;  toys 
and  dolls,  $230,000;  beaded  ^oods,  $150,000;  and  buttons,  $155,000. 

Coburq. — ^The  items  showmg  the  greatest  decline  in  the  shipments 
from  Coburg  to  the  United  States  were  as  follows:  Dolls  and  toys, 
glassware  and  glass  beads,  hops,  metal  goods,  ball  bearings,  and 
manufactures  of  willow.  Exports  of  porcelain  and  stoneware  kept 
up  surprisingly  well. 

Cologne. —  There  was  a  large  decrease  in  the  exports  of  chemicals 
and  salts  from  the  Colope  district  (1914,  $1,446,289,  and  1915, 
$38,712).  No  exports  of  chocolate  and  confectionery  were  made  dur- 
ing the  year.  Shipments  of  dress  trimmings  showed  a  slight  in- 
crease. Exports  of  the  following  products  fell  off:  Iron  and  steel, 
leather,  mineral  water,  pharmaceutical  products,  silks,  velvets  and 
plushes,  and  wine. 

Dresden. — Exports  to  the  United  States  from  the  Dresden  dis- 
trict decreased  in  the  following  lines:  Artificial  flowers,  china  and 
earthenware,  cotton  goods,  drugs  and  chemicals,  fancy  goods  and 
toys,  glassware,  linen  goods,  machinery,  and  metal  goods.  In  fact, 
the  proportion  of  the  decrease  of  exports  from  Dresden  was  larger 
than  from  most  of  the  other  districts. 

'Erfurt— The  largest  decrease  in  exports  from  the  Erfurt  dis- 
trict to  the  United  States  can  be  attributed  to  tbej^loTes  g^^aij^ 
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goods.  Considerable  decreases  in  glassware  and  toys  were  alfio  le-' 
polled. 

Frankfort  on  the  Main* — ^The  exports  of  coal-tar  products  fr(Mn 

the  consular  district  of  Frankfort  on  the  Main  to  the  United  Stat^ 
show  a  decrease  of  $3,498,286  as  compared  with  1914,  of  $885,940  in 
cyanide  of  sodium,  $316,521  in  potash^  $211,289  in  glue  stock,  $653,517 
in  leather  wares,  and  $362,348  in  wme.  The  only  increase  was  in 
the  shipments  of  gelatin.  About  one-eighth  of  tne  usual  quantity 
of  dyestuffs  was  e^tported.  The  consular  agency  at  Cassel  reports 
exports  to  the  value  of  $1^39  as  compared  with  $94,643  in  1914. 
The  Wiesbaden  agency  shows  a  total  decrease  in  shipments  of 
$548,519,  the  entire  exports  during  1915  onlv  amounting  to  $15,858. 

Hamburg. — The  effect  of  the  closing  of  the  port  of  Hamburg  to 
general  trade  is  more  and  more  manifest.  The  total  value  of  the 
exports  to  the  United  States  during  1915  was  only  $1,200,047,  com- 
pared with  $17,528,835  in  1914  and  $26,525,001  for  1913. 

Hanover. — The  large  decrease  in  the  exports  from  the  consular 
district  of  Hanover  to  the  United  States  can  be  attributed  to  the 
following  articles:  Animals  and  birds,  aniline  hydroxide,  creosote 
cotton  and  velvets,  foodstuffs,  textiles  and  woven  goods,  machinery, 
paper,  and  rubber.  The  exports  of  rubber  manufoctui-es  decreased 
by  $133,653.  The  exports  of  chemicals  decreased  by  $234,636. 
'  Kehl. — The  exports  from  Kehl  for  the  United  States  for  1915 
represented  about  one-fifth  of  the  amount  for  1914.  Skins,  hides, 
fertilizers,  and  foodstuffs  were  not  exported.  Silk  embroideries  and 
embroidery  silk  made  a  fair  showing.  Larger  shipments  of  war  films 
and  buttons  (agate  and  ^oe)  were  noted. 

Leipzig. — The  consul  at  Leipzig  reports  that  the  decrease  of  ex- 
ports from  his  district  was  general  and  applies  to  no  particular 
commodity.  The  consular  Agent  at  Gera  states  that  the  conditions 
of  war  have  practically  brought  about  a  discontinuance  of  exports. 

Magdeburg. — The  largest  decrease  in  the  exports  from  the  Magde- 
burg district  in  1915  was  in  the  shipment  of  potash  salts.  Shipments 
of  muriate  of  potash  alone  decreased  by  ^,332,455  as  compared  with 
1914.  Other  articles  showing  a  decrease  were :  Copper,  leauier  gloves, 
glove  leather,  sugar-beet  seed,  refined  sugar,  flower  and  vegetable 
seed,  and  zinc. 

Mannheim. — The  principal  decreases  reported  from  Mannheim 
were  in  chemicals,  aniline  colors,  cheap  jewelry,  and  leather  goods. 
The  chemical  industries  of  this  district  were  prevented  by  embar- 
goes and  military  necessities  from  making  the  usual  shipments.  The 
jeweh-y  factories  at  Pforzheim  made  only  a  few  shipments. 

Munich. — The  Munich  consulate  reports  a  decrease  of  $334,364  in 
the  exports  of  nntiquities  to  the  United  States,  of  $153,764  in  barreled 
beer,  and  of  $175,777  in  oil  pamtings.  Shipments  of  brushes,  cotton 
and  linen  goods,  engravings,  glue  stock,  copper,  and  brass  also  de- 
ci'eased. 

Nuremberg. — The  item  showing  the  greatest  decrease  in  the  ex- 
ports to  the  United  States  from  the  Nuremberg  district  during  1915 
was  toys,  only  $820,926  worth  being  sliipped  as  against  $2,672,044  in 
1914.    Decreased  shipments  of  pencils,  hops,  bronze  powder,  metal 
^af,  and  porcelain  were  also  i*ecorded. 
^Hauen. — The  only  increase  reported  in  the  exports  from  tiie  Planoi 
^j:ict  to  the  United  States  was  in  embroidery  machinery,  amoiui^ 


mg  to  $164,534.  The  largest  decrease  in  tKe  value  of  exports  was 
$1,919,085  in  cotton  laces.  Shipments  of  leather  gloves,  woolen  dress 
goixls,  cotton  nets,  paper  goods,  and  Tungsten  powder  showed  de- 
creases. The  largest  decrease  in  the  exports  from  the  agency  at 
Markneukirchen  was  in  musical  instruments  ^62  per  cent). 

Stettin. — A  general  decrease  was  reported  in  the  exports  from  the 
Stettin  district.  The  trade  with  the  United  States  in  1915  was  aboi^t 
one-sixtieth  that  of  the  preceding  year. 

Stuttgart. — The  consulate  at  Stuttgart  reports  decreases  in  the 
exports  of  the  following  commodities  to  the  United  States  for  1915; 
Automobiles,  magnetoes,  clocks,  colors,  cotton  goods,  cotton  waste, 
chemicals,  gelatin,  hops,  leather,  machinery  and  tools,  surgical  in- 
struments, and  underwear. 

Exports  to  the  ITnited  States  by  ConsnUr  Slstrlota. 

The  total  value  of  the  exports  declared  for  shipment  to  the  United 
States  for  the  whole  of  1914  and  1915,  by  consular  districts,  follows: 


Dbtrfots. 


uu 


uu 


Distrlets. 


19U 


10U 


Atz-IvChapalto.  

BaniMD  

Berlin  

Sorau  

Bramen   

Brain  

Braimrtevaa  

Em  dan  

Bmlaa  , 

BruDi'wlolc  

CtMmnttx  

Goburfc  , 

Sontnberg  

Cotoene  

Drwden   

Brfun  

Inakfort  oa  th*  Main 

QkMsel  , 

Wiesbadan  

Bunbun  

Kfei:.  , 

LQbeek  


to, 683. 008 
11,396,800 
U.3W,2S1 
1,030,  ISl 
1,702.120 
757.390 
96,134 
06,67  J 

C,3U,:188 
11,175.170 

2,m.m 
4,i;tG.7og 

4,3tS.7V9 
4,r:i,U01 
»i7.(J86 
12,  lKi,<i39 
30(1,  :«9 
1.32r..j01 
17,53H,S35 
18,3H 


13.304,324 

3,650,980 
4,357,843 
225. 3&£ 
143. IRS 
8,300 
10,381 
155 
346,030 
896.100 
4,034.171 
767.077 
2,966. 021 
704,023 
l,10K.sea 
401,058 
3,700.0*0 
60,048 
225, 104 
1,300,047 
1,001 
8,7W 


HKnoTer..........  

Kehl  

UlptlS  

Gera  

Magdebunt  

M^nbslm  

Nwutadt  ;  

Munich  

Nuremberg  

Plaoen  

Uork  neuk  Ire  hen  

Stottin  

Dmt\K  

Konlgsberg  

Stuttgart  

ToW  


11,174,012 
4,5»4.483 
6,316.073 
1,053.  .177 
9,05S.009 
8,21fl.29I 
216.717 
1.6B7.135 
7.060,580 
4,748.651 
642,475 
150,854 
21.279 
2,022.047 
4,043.230 


$218,090 

679.383 
3,241,79! 

391.713 
3,363.480 
1,887,301 
23,527 

419.590 
2,275.704 
1,503,098 

289,035 

2,sia 

4,457 
211,304 
1.007,681 


166.400,714 


90,907,ia 


Of  the  total  exports  to  the  Philippine  Islands  during  1915,  valued 
at  $140,871,  articles  to  the  value  of  $76,704  were  invoiced  at  the  con- 
sulate general  at  Hamburg  and  $29,206  worth  at  Berlin.  Of  the 
tdtal  exports  to  Porto  Rico,  valued  at  $16,841,  Hamburg  sent  $7,514 
worth,  and  of  the  exports  to  Hawaii,  amounting  to  $89,159,  Bremen 
EAiipped  $88,511  worth. 

AMEBIGAN  COITSULAB  OFFICERS  OH  XEATE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


NaiM. 

Fort. 

ExpLa 
ttonoT 
Twnia. 

Addnn. 

Wattii.  Etb«tb«rt  

War.  11 
Apr  1 
Vat.  1 
Apr.  4 

1021  Cllntnn  Stree',  Philadelphia,  'Pa, 
1»7^  WMt  8Uh  Straet,  Clevpfaud,  Olihk 
Dspar'raent  o(  State.  Wa8UiigtOD,D.  0. 
Canturv  CUio  7  W^t  -M  Street,  New 
yorlcCity.  ■ 

Talhokn,  Taiwan  

NiaiEara  FalhtOntarlo. 

Britdler,  WiniamHarriun... 
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BBAZnJAH  XABKET  FOR  AHfEKTCAW  WIHE8. 

[Conflol  General  Alfred  U  U.  Gottselulk.  Rio  de  Jaoelro.  Jan.  14 ;  Me  alM  CmiUBCi 
BBFOBT8  for  July  22. 1016.] 

Numerous  inquiries  have  been  received  at  the  Rio  de  Janeiro  con- 
sulate general  relative  to  California  wines  and  fheir  prospects  on  the 
Brazilian  market.  While  considerable  wine  is  consumed  in  the  coun- 
tiT,  Brazil  seems  to  offer  but  a  limited  field  for  California  wines. 
The  chief  obstacle  would  appear  to  be  that  the  Braadlian  taste  is 
educated  very  generally  to  Portugese  wines,  which  are  heavier  and 
more  full-bodied  than  most  American  wines. 

Portuguese  wines  of  all  kinds  form  over  80  per  cent  of  the  total 
wine  consumption  of  the  country.  They  are  usually  imported  in  the 
cask,  and  bottled  locally.  The  Brazilian  public  is  hardly  a  wine- 
drinking  one,  but  it  should  be  remembered  that  there  is  a  very  large 
Portuguese  population  here,  and  it  is  among  these  that  the  wine  im- 
porter finds  his  trade. 

AH  sorts  of  Portuguese  wines  are  seen  on  the  market  here,  from 
the  vinho  verde  (new  wine  of  the  year)  and  vinho  virgem  (which 
has  Iain  some  few  months  in  cellars)  to  the  muscatels,  ports,  and 
madeiras.  Wines  from  the  Azores  (Pico,  efipecialfy)  seem  to  find 
much  acceptance. 

WholesAle  and  Betail  Prices  for  Portuguese  Wiaes. 

Cask  wines  from  Portugal  are  impt)rted  in  pipes  of  600  liters, 
"official  quantity";  but  these  pipes  really  never  hold  more  than  450 
to  480  liters.  (A  liter  is  equivalent  to  1.05668  quarts.)  The  quinto 
de  pipa  (one-fifth  of  a  pipe,  or  barrel),  which  ought  to  hold  100 
liters,  therefore  contains  only  abont  90.  This  is  an  old  Portuguese 
custom  in  the  wine  trade.  The  cost  price  of  a  pipe  of  a  common 
Portuguese  wine  c.  i.  f.  Rio  is  300  to  320  milreis  (about  $75  in 
American  currency).  This  pipe  of  450  to  480  liters  is  sold  by  the 
importer  to  the  local  wine  merchant  here  at  sometliing  like  450 
milreis  (about  $112  in  American  currency),  which  priee  includes  the 
customs  duty  and  the  internal-revenue  stamp  tax — these,  amounting 
together  to  about  450  reis  (11^  cents  in  American  currency)  per 
liter,  are  invariably  paid  by  the  importer  before  withdrawing  nis 
vines  ^m  the  customhouse  or  attempting  their  sale  here. 

Bottled  Portuguese  wines  (the  white  wines  of  Portugal  usually 
come  into  the  country  in  this  form  rather  than  in  casks)  cost  the 
importer,  at  tiie  lowest  price.  14  milreis  (approximately  $3.50  U.  S.) 
per  case  of  12  bottles.  Including  all  customs  and  stamp  charges, 
these  representing  about  half  the  cost. 

Retail  prices  for  Portuguese  wines,  on  purchases  of  a  few  dozen 
bottles  at  a  time,  average  about  as  follows: 

wines  bottled  here  (such  ns  "  Verde  "  and  "  Virgem,"  and  the  claret  or  wblte 
wine  of  Ptco  In  the  Azores),  per  case  of  one  dozen  bottles,  13)  mllrets,  or  abont 
^37  In  Auiericaa  currency. 

Wines  of  higher  (innlities,  likewise  i-ecelved  In  cnsk  and  bottled  here  <8iicb 
aB  the  ordinary  Colliires),  per  cnse  of  one  dozen  bottles,  up  to  22  mUrels,  or 
about  $5.50  in  Anierlciui  currency. 

Wlues  of  higher  quality  i-eceived  here  from  Portugal  already  bottled  (snch  as' 
the  Viuva  Gomes  and  Fernnndo  Costa  branrta  of  "Collnres,"  Renato,  Douro 
Clarete,  Flor  de  Liz,  etc.),  from  3  milrelB  (fO.T6  Id  American  currency) 
bottle  upward. 
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FnU-Bodled  Wlaei  Ynfeznd. 

As  stated  above,  Portugese  wines  are  liked  on  account  of  their 
full  body,  and  complaint  is  often  heard  that  wines  other  than  thos& 
of  Portugal  are  "too  light."  It -is  said  that  one  reason  for  this 
preference  is  that  the  fuller-bodied  tfpes  are  less  likely  to  lose  colors 
or  taste  when  diluted  with  water.  Such  weakened  wines  are  almost 
invariably  to  be  found  in  the  numerous  small  eating  houses  (Portu-* 
guese)  that  dot  the  city;  and  it  appears  that  a  wine  thus  treated,  and, 
despite  the  treatment,  perfectly  suitable  for  retail  trade  locally,  costs 
only  250  to  280  milreis  ($62  to  $70)  per  pipe. 

ft  is  possible  that  some  sales  of  California  wines  mi^t  be  made 
here,  but  they  would,  I  believe,  never  amount  to  very  much.  The 
methods  of  marketing  would  be  to  advertise  freely  (samples,  folders, 
chromos,  street  car  advertising),  with  a  strong  emphasis  on  medical 
or  hygienic  recommendation.  The  only  kilids  of  California  wines 
that  could  find  acceptance  here  would  be  the  most  full-bodied^  or  the 
very  sweet,  types. 

There  are  no  wines  to  speak  of  made  in  Brazil  except  a  very  small 
and  insignificant  industry  in  the  extreme  south  of  the  country,  which 
is  said  to  produce  a  wine  similar  in  some  respects  to  the  wines  of  Ar* 
gentina  and  inferior  to  those  of  Chile. 


COST  OF  FOODSTUFFS  IN  EASTEEIT  GREECE. 

{CoDBQl  General  Alexander  W.  WeddeU,  Atbeos,  Jan,  26.] 

Prices  of  foodstuffs  in  Greece  since  the  beginning  of  the  Euro- 
pean war  have  continued  to  increase.  The  following  fibres,  pre- 
pared after  personal  inquiry  at  various  foodstuffs  dealers  in  Athens, 
are  believed  to  represent  accurately  the  price  of  food  to  the  small 
householders  of  Eastern  Greece  on  January  15, 1916,  compared  with 
the  same  date  in  1915.  (Prices  are  g^ven  per  pound,  unless  otlier- 
wise  stated.) 


.Cotninodtt7.      Smmrj,  1915.    JAMury,  19U.        Commodity.      Jaamrj,  1915.  Jwnmr.tVUL 
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,30 
.31 
.43S 
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■  1. 3.) 
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.075  to. 06 
.OH  to .  10 
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Olive  oU  

Onions  , 

Pears   

Pork  

Polntoes  , 
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Turkeys  , 


10.205 
.0206 
.10 

.o«a 

.009 
.013 
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.123 
.024 
.049 
1.33 


SO.  24 

.0208 

.10 
.083 
.IBS 
.044 
.139 
.19 
.018* 
.103 
1.M3 


*  I'er  can. 


Call  for  Machinery  in  Arg^entina. 

A  call  for  bids  on  machinery  for  tlie  city  of  Santa  Fe  is  published 
in  the  Diario  Oficial  of  December  29.  Bids  must  be  presented  before 
April  24,  1916,  in  the  office  of  the  Director  of  Sanitary  Works  of  the 
Nation.  The  terms  and  specifications  fixed  for  these  bids  may  be. 
learned  by  inquiry  at  the  offices  of  the  Seccion  Tecnica,^Ile  Char- 
cas  1840. 
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FEOOSESS  OF  UOHTHOUSE  SERVICE  SEOWIT. 

The  United  States  Lighthouse  Service  has  issued  a  book  furnidx- 
ing  genernl  information  regarding  the  organization  and  operatioa 
of  the  service.  It  has  94  pages  aYid  contains  numerous  illustrations 
showing  li^ht  vessels,  lighthouse  tenders,  lighthouses,  and  keepers? 
.quarters,  with  some  other  features  of  the  work.  There  are  chapters 
on  district  limits  and  offices,  aids  to  navigation,  history  and  growth 
of  the  Lighthouse  Service,  development  of  work  in  Alaska,  types  of 
constniction,  lighting  apparatus  and  illuminnnts,  fog  signals,  buoys, 
personnel  and  civil-service  systems,  saving  of  life  and  property,  li^t~ 
ing  of  bridges,  and  several  other  activities  of  the  bureau. 

A  fact  brought  out  in  the  discussion  of  fog  signals  is  that  fog  is 
more  generally  prevalent  throughout  the  first  district  than  any 
other,  as  sliown  by  figures  covering  various  periods  from  3  to  31 
yeai^  From  these  it  is*  seen  that  out  of  29  stations  in  the  entire 
service,  averaging  more  than  1,000  hours  of  fog  per  year,  14,  or  prac- 
tically one-Iialf,  are  in  that  locality.  The  first  district  extends  from 
the  head  of  navigation  on  the  St.  Croix  River,  Me.,  the  northeastern 
boundarv  of  the  United  States,-  to  and  including  Hampton  Har- 
bor, N.  k. 

This  publication  shows  that  on  June  30,  1915,  there  were  14,541 
aids  to  navigation  in  thc'Unitcd  States,  classified  as  follows:  Lignted 
aids — Lights,  minor  lifrhts,  light-vessel  stations,  gas  buoys,  and  float 
lights,  total  5,155;  unlighted  aids — Fog  signals,  submarine  signals, 
whistling  hiioy.s  (unlighted),  bell  buoys  (unlighted),  other  buoys, 
and  day  besuuns,  total  0,-'i89. 

Special  :\ttention  li;is  been  given  to  increasing  and  improving  the 
lights  and  buoys  in  Alaska,  where  there  has  been  an  increase  of  203 
per  cent  in  the  number  of  lights  and  111  per  cent  in  the  total  num- 
ber of  aids  in  the  past  five  years. 


GEAIH  IKFOETS  AT  POETS  IK  BAT  OF  NAPIEa 

[CoQBul  3aj  WhEtf,  NnpIPK,  Italy.] 

The  following  importations  of  grain  were  made  at  the  various 
ports  in  the  Bay  of  Najiles  during  December:  Naples,  55,813  tons: 
Salerno,  9,919  tons;  and  Torre  Annunziata,  6,*U3  tons.  Of  the  total 
receipts  at  Naples,  43,794  tons  of  soft  and  12,019  tons  of  hard  grain 
came  from  the  Uiiitod  States.  All  of  the  grain  imports  at  the  port  of 
Salerno  were  from  the  United  States  and  made  up  of  7,744  tons  of 
soft  and  2,175  tons  of  Iiard  grain,  antl  the  imports  at  Torre  Annun- 
ziata, made  up  of  0,C13  tons  of  soft  grain,  were  from  tlie  United 
States. 

BiBtriot  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foitign  and  Somestio  Commerce. 

New  ToTk,  Hoom  409  United  States  Cnstomhouse;  Boston,  eighteenth  toot 
United  States  Cnstomhottse;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  lonis,  402  Third 
Hatioual  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020 
Hlbernia  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  306  TTnlted  States  Cnstomhonse;  Seattle, 
032  Alaska  Building.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  New  Orleans  A  Texas 
f:.clflc  Kj  Co.,  Cincinnati;  los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board 
of  Commeroe;  Fbiladelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Sonth  AjBtrimB  Agen^ 
Southern  By.  Co.,  Chattanooga,  TeuL 

Digitized  by  Google 


OOHMEBGS  BEPOBTS; 


7^ 


TASXAirU  EZPSCTEB  TO  EABYESI  BECOBB  CHOPS. 

[Consul  W.  A.  Blckera,  Ilobart,  Jan.  17.] 

According  to  the  forecast  of  the  Governmen-;  statistician,  Tas- 
mania will  narvest  record  crops  this  season.  These  heavy  yields  re- 
sult, both  from  the  increased  acreage  and  from  the  higher  yield  per 
acre.  The  growing  season  has  been  especially  favorable,  and  aa  most 
of  the  crops  are  now  harvested,  unfavorable  weather  could  now  have 
but  litle  eifect. 

Tasmania  will  produce  an  ample  supply  of  cereals  for  its  own 
needs.  This  is  unusual,  as  normally  this  State  is  in  the  market  for 
large  quantities  of  wheat  During  the  past  year  the  Government  im- 
ported large  quantities  of  wheat  at  high  prices,  and,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent a  repetition,  a  propaganda  was  started  to  induce  farmers  to 
devote  more  attention  to  the  wheat  crop,  with  the  results  indicated. 

Eitiinated  Acreage,  Yield  per  Acre,  and  Production. 

The  estimated  acreage  for  all  crops  in  the  1915-16  season  is  258,473, 
oompared  with  the  actual  acreage  of  223,088  in  1914-15.  The  esti- 
mated yield  per  acre  for  the  various  crops  is:  Wheat,  23.24  bushels, 
compared  with  16.10  in  the  preceding  year;  oats,  35.25  compared  with 
23,51;  barlej^,  Cape,  26  compared  with  13.42;  barley,  English,  20.26, 
compared  with  18.31;  peas,  grey,  21.75,  compared  with  12.69;  peas, 
blue,  22.63,  compared  with  15.63;  hay,  1.85  tons,  compared  with  0.91 
tons;  potatoes,  2.82  tons,  compared  with  2.49  tons. 

The  estimated  production  m  bushels  or  tons  in  1915-16,  compared 
with  the  actual  production  in  1914-15,  is: 


1B14-15, 
■cttuL 


1915-19, 
•sUmaM. 


Crops. 


1014-15, 
actual. 


•stimatAd. 


Qralii: 

Wl-eat  

OaU  

Bari«r.Chpi.. ........ 

Barley,  En^isb.../ 
Fms,  Eray  


ButhtU. 

3M.220 

1,341. an 

5.651 
n.  147 
131,570 


Bv»helt. 
1,019.040 
2,338.064 
7.046 
93.613 
1»,240 


Peas,  bin*. 


Biuhel*. 
74, 191 
Tom. 
81,071 
78,807 


BttAttt.  . 
85,678 
Tom. 
201,001' 

e8,M 


fAn  extended  article  on  agricultural  production  in  Tasmania  was 
published  in  Comuesce  Reports  for  Aug.  24, 1915.] 


American  Trade  Periodicals  Desired. 

The  American  consul  at  Bergen,  Norway,  reports  that  the  Bourse 
(or  Exchange.)  at  Bergen,  which  corresponds  roughly  with  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  in  American  cities,  receives  only  three  Ameri- 
can trade  periodicals,  and  that  the  secretary  of  the  Bourse  has  stated 
that  if  the  publishers  of  American  trade  periodicals  of  any  and  all 
kinds  care  to  send  their  publications  gratis  to  the  Bourse  they  will  be 

fladly  received.  Correspondence  ^ould  be  directed  as  follows: 
lergens  Borsen,  Beigen,  Norway. 


Molasses  amounting  to  834,007  gallons  valued  at  $200,928  wa9 
invoiced  at  the  American  consulate  at  Barbados,  West  Indies,  for  the 
United  States  during  1915  compared  with  1,628,934  gallons  i^ued  at 
$258,373  for  1914. 
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FOBEIGN  TEASE  OFFOBTOIirnES. 


Reaerved  nOdivines  mnj  be  obtained  from  tbe  Barc««  and  Ita  dtvtriet  oMec*.  RcqoMt 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  a  separate  abeet  and  tbe  Ue  BUiber  slvoi. 

Cottomccd  oil,  and  foodtiuffs.  No.  20260.— A  Arm  tn  the  United  States  trans- 
mits an  inquiry  from  a  man  In  SpoXn  who  desires  to  communicate  with 
Am«ican  exporters  of  cottonseed  oil ;  and  foodstuffs,  such  as  dry  and  fresh 
fruits,  rice,  sardines,  oysters,  lobsters,  salmon,  etc. 

Agrieultural  maehinery,  Na  20261. — A  special  agent  of  the  Bureau  reports 
that  a  man  In  South  Africa  desires  to  r^resent  American  manuftictnrera 
of  doiUiIe-^red  wind  mills,  crude  oil  and  berosene  engines,  ehnma^  bottar 
workers,  and  steel  cans  for  milk  and  cream.  R^rences  are  ^ven. 

Fitmpa,  No.  20262. — A  firm  In  India  writes  that  it  desires  to  commnnlcate  with 
American  mniiufacturers  of  bullock-power  pumps  having  a  capacity  of  trma 
8,000  to  4,000  Knilons  per  hour,  for  wells  50  feet  deep  and  12  feet  In  diametw, 
pump  and  aulnial-power  gear  being  placed  at  the  top  of  the  well ;  hand- 
power  pumps  having  a  capacity  of  not  less  than  1.500  to  2.000  gallons  per 
hour  for  n  ells  50  feet  deep ;  and  power  pumps  liavlng  a  capacity  not  exceed- 
ing G.OOO  gallons  for  wells  50  to  GO  feet  deep. 

Wearing  apparel,  toys,  etc..  No.  20263.— The  commercial  attache  of  the  Diri- 
ment of  Commerce  in  England  transmits  an  inquiry  from  a  firm  In  that 
country  which  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  dresses  and 
hosiery  for  women  and  children,  fancy  cotton  piece  goods,  chiffons,  haber- 
dashery, scissors,  and  toys,  eto.   Reference  Is  glv^ 

ifachinerj/.  No.  20204. — A  man  In  Porto  Rico  writes  that  he  desires  to  irarchaae 
a  small  plant  for  pressing  Juice  from  limes  and  other  cltme  fruits,  fw 
making  citrate  of  lime  and  citric  add.  Catalognes,  price  lists,  and  fidl 
Information  should  be  sent. 

Groceries,  dry  goods,  toys,  etc..  No.  20265. — The  commercial  attadi^  of  the  I>e- 
partment  of  Commerce  in  Australia  reports  that  a  firm  in  that  country 
desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  groceries, 
canned  goods,  dry  Roods,  toys,  and  supplies  and  stores  to  be  used  in  the  oil 
fields.    Iteforenco  la  given. 

Wearing  apparel,  glanstcare,  groceries,  etc..  No.  20206. — A  firm  In  South  Africa 
writes  that  It  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  American  manufacturers 
and  exporters  of  wearing  apparel,  hosiery,  confectionery,  glassware  and 
pottery,  stationery,  groceries,  corned  beef,  drugs  and  chemicals,  musical 
Instruments,  advertising  devices,  fruit,  rlce^  etc. 
'VotU,  floar,  »hip  chandltrv,  etc..  No.  20267.— rA  firm  In  the  United  States  tnuuH 
mite  an  Inquiry  from  a  firm  In  an  Insular  possession  which  desires  to  re- 
ceive catalogues,  price  lists,  and  full  information  from  American  manu- 
facturers and  ex|K>rtcrs  of  canned  gooils;  ship  chandlery,  such  as  paints, 
red  lend,  etc. ;  Hour ;  and  anthracite  coal.  Quotations  arc  desired  c  i.  t 
destination  or  f.  o.  b.  New  York,  with  frel^t  estimate.  GorrespondOKie 
should  be  In  Spanish. 

Botiery,  wearing  apparel,  etc.,  No.  20268. — ^A  firm  In  the  United  States  trananlts 
an  inquiry  from  a  man  in  Egypt  who  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  quota- 
tions, samples,  and  full  information  from  American  manufacturers  and 
exporters  of  hosiery,  wearing  apparel,  etc.  It  is  stated  that  20  per  cent 
of  the  value  of  orders  placed  will  be  sent  uith  order,  balance  against  docu- 
ments, or  credit  will  be  opened  in  New  York  for  payment  against  doco- 
ments.  Correspondence  should  be  In  French. 

Machinery,  No.  20269.— A  firm  m  Italy  desires  tn  he  placed  In  touch  with  Amer- 
ican manufacturers  of  machinery  for  making  rubber  articles  nseil  for  in- 
dustrial and  medical  purposes. 

Cotton  good».  No.  20270.-1^16  commei-clal  attach^  of  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce In  Englaml  reports  that  a  firm  In  that  country  desires  to  communi- 
cate with  American  manufacturers  of  cotton  tweed  trousering  material 
for  civilian  use  In  the  Australian  and  South  African  markets. 

Bprayera,  No.  20271.— A  special  agent  of  the  bureau  reports  that  a  man  In 
South  Africa  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  prices,  and  full  lutormatloa 
from  American  manufacturers  of  light  spraying  aj^aratus  capable  ot 
^praying  from  40  to  50  acres  per  day  per  machine. 
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BBITISE  UAZIHini  FBIOE  FOB  FIG  IBON. 

A  cablegram  from  Consul  General  Robert  P.  Skinner,  at  London, 
England,  dated  Februarjf  24,  states  that  the  British  Government  has 
established  maximum  prices  for  pig  iron  as  follows:  No.  3  Cleveland 
GMB  pig  iron  for  home  consumption,  82  shillings  and  6  pence  per 
ton ;  wari'ant  iron,  98  shillings  and  9  pence. 


EXFOBTS  FBOU  SPADT  TO  TTNITEB  STATES. 

A  cablegram  from  the  American  consul  general  at  Barcelona, 
Spain,  dated  February  24,  gives  the  value  of  the  declared  exports 
from  opain  to  the  United  States  and  possessions  for  1915  at  $20,964.- 
713,  compared  with  $21,2ol,036  in  1914  and  $26,062,379  in  1913. 


FOSTFONEMENT  OF  VISIT  OF  COIIMEBCIAL  ATTACH^. 

It  has  been  found  impossible  for  Commercial  Attach^  Julenn  H. 
Arnold,  stationed  at  Peking,  China,"  to  leave  his  post,  as  originally 
planned,  in  order  to  reach  this  country  during  April.  The  attach^ 
IS  engaged  in  making  several  important  investigations,  and  a  good 
deal  of  his  time  dunng  the  next  few  months  is  to  be  given  to  collect- 
ing material  for  the  publication  of  a  handbook  on  China.  Mr.  Ar- 
nold will  consequently  postpone  his  departure  from  China  until 
late  July  or  early  August,  which  will  make  the  date  of  his  arrival 
in  the  United  States  in  the  neighborhood  of  Labor  Day.  No  definite 
itinerai'y  has  yet  been  planned  for  him  for  .visiting  commercial  or- 
ganizations and  branch  offices  throughout  the  country,  but  it  has 
tentatively  been  decided  that  he  will  visit  San  Francisco,  Los  An- 
geles, Portland,  and  Seattle,  proceeding  to  Washington  by  way  of 
Kew  Orleans. 

Raw  and  waste  silk  to  the  value  of  $63,983,508  was  invoiced  at  the 
consulate  general  at  Yokohama,  Japan,  for  the  United  States  during 
1915,  compared  with  $66,309,510  woi-th  for  1914. 
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AHEBICAN  XXPBESS  COKFAinES  US  EONGEOITa. 

[Consul  Gcnornl  George  B.  Anderaon,  Honckong,  China.] 

Two  AmericDn  express  companies  have  recently  established  branch 
offices  in  Hongkonfj  (the  American  Express  Co.  and  the  Wells  Fargo 
Kxpress  Co.),  and  there  is  every  reason  to  anticipate  that  after  a 
reasonable  time  necessary  to  build  up  a  business  their  establishment 
will  prove  a  great  success. 

There  is  considerable  parcel  business  between  this  part  of  the  world 
and  the  United  States,  not  only  in  the  way  of  samples  of  merchandise, 
but  also  in  mail-order  business  in  embroideries  and  silks  and  in  manv 
Chinese  and  Japanese  novelties.  !t  is  anticipated  that  considerable 
business  can  be  built  up  in  this  line. 

There  is  also  normally  a  considerable  amoimt  of  business  of  all 
sorts  for  tourists  in  the  shipment  of  purchases  made  in  the  East 
generally  and  in  Hongkong  particularly  which  it  is  advantogeous 
to  forward  to  the  United  States  before  completing  the  rest  of  the 
journey  around  the  world  or  to  other  countries  in  the  Orient.  Such 
business  usually  includes  not  onl^  the  forwarding  of  such  goods  but 
packing^  documentation,  and  similar  services.  Ml  this  service  here- 
tofore nas  been  given  by  various  firms  about  the  city,  much  of  it 
being  more  in  the  nature  of  accommodation  than  profitable  business 
since  it  was  so  scattered  as  to  be  of  little  or  no  moment  to  any  of 
them,  the  result  being  that  few  of  them  have  been  prepared  to  care 
for  the  business  to  aavaotage.  One  English  tourist  agency  has  done 
much  of  the  business  relating  to  tomists. 

Financial  and  Otber  AocommodaUons. 

A  considerable  share  of  the  business  done  by  these  companies  is  in 
exchange  for  the  convenience  of  tourist&  not  only  in  the  cashing  of 
their  own  company's  drafts^  respectively,  but  in  general  financial 
arrangements,  letters  of  credit,  and  simitar  service.  The  volume  of 
this  business  in  normal  tourist  seasons  is  lar^  and  the  profits  pos- 
sible are  satisfactory.  There  is  also  some  business  being  done  in  the 
way  of  arranging  and  furnishing  personnel  for  tours  in  this  part  of 
the  world.  The  sale  of  steamship  and  similar  accommodations  is 
likely  to  prove  a  material  factor  in  the  business. 

There  is  only  one  local  express  company  in  H<Mk^ong  (the  Hong* 
kong  Parcels  Express  &  Storage  Co.).  Its  business  is  more  that  of 
general  forwarding  agents  than  Uiat  of  an  express  company  as  such 
IS  Imown  in  the  United  States.  The  bulk  of  ordinary  parcels  ex- 
press business  has  been  done  in  the  past,  and  to  some  extent  will  con- 
tinue to  be  done  by  the  post  office  in  its  parcels  post  dspartment. 


Opening  of  Fanaaia  VatioBal  EzpodtioiL 

Vice  Consul  Louis  A.  Clausel,  at  Panama  Cit^,  reports  fliat  the 
National  Exposition  of  Panama  was  formally  opened  on  Sunday, 
February  6.  Invited  guests  assembled  in  the  Government  building, 
including  the  officials  of  the  Republic,  the  diplomatic  and  consular 
corps,  the  special  representatives  of  the  exhibiting  Governments, 
Panama  Canal  officials,  etc  There  were  close  to  BfiW  peraona  in  at- 
tendance. 
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OBISHTAI  DEVELOPMEHTS  ZH  AQRIUULTUKK 
Jhp«m*t  Vew  latemt  ia  Sheep  Baltiiv. 

Japan's  new  interest  in  sheep  raising  is  noted  in  Australia,  where 
press  reports  give  the  details  or  the  visit  to  that  country  of  the  chief 
of  the  Imperial  stock  farm  at  Hokkaido.  The  Japanese  official  pur- 
chased some  merino  and  Ronuiey  rams  at  Monaro  in  New  South 
Wales,  and  sought  Corriedates  and  Romneys  in  New  Zealand.  A 
correspondent  oi  the  Peking  Daily  News  estimates  that  there  are 
now  in  Japan  not  more  than  15,000  sheep,  but  by  the  most  intensive 
efforts  the  country  may  be  capable  of  supporting  about  500,000.  The 
paper  says,  however,  that  even  should  Japan  be  able  to  raise  the 
number  of  sheep  to  half  a  million,  this  number  would  not  begin  to 
meet  the  demand  for  wool  and  for  mutton,  and  the  nation  would 
have  to  continue  importing  both.  The  possibilities  in  Chosen  are 
cited  as  making  a  radical  difference  in  Japan's  standing  as  a  con- 
sumer and  importer  of  wool. 

CMiia  Encourages  Cotton  Cultivation  and  Hanufactnre. 

The  Chines  Commercial  and  Industrial  Commission,  established 
by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce,  has  issued  a  circular 
letter  to  the  provincial  authorities  of  Chihli,  emphasizing  the  necessity 
that  means  should  be  adopted  to  encourage  the  cultivation  of  cotton 
and  the  establishment  of  mills. 

The  Pall  Mall  Gazette  states  that  the  ciMnmission  is  obtaining  speci- 
mens of  seeds  used  in  the  districts  where  cotton  is  cultivated,  and 
samples  of  cotton  cloth  manufactured  in  Chihli,  in  order  that  an 
organized  and  systematic  effort  may  bo  made  to  cause  increased  culti- 
vation and  manufacture. 

Tladlvostok  Hay  Supplant  Dalny  In  Exports  of  Beans. 

Dalny  is  losing  its  time-honored  position  as  the  chief  exporting 
center  for  soya  l^ans,  in  favor  of  Vladivostok,  according  to  a  cor- 
respondent of  the  Japanese  paper,  Asahi,  at  Dalny.  The  writer  says: 

E\'ery  day  witnesses  bonns  forwanle*!  to  Dalny  from  the  Interior  to  a  large 
nmnnnt.  But  the  trade  renmlnR  depressed,  all  exporters  refraining  from  giving 
orders,  though  some  business  Is  being  done  by  the  Mitsui  Bussan  Knlslm  In 
the  ilne  of  bean  c-ukes.  Opinion  prevails  there  that  the  Chinese  consumers  have 
not  yet  reatvereil  from  tlie  elTect  of  the  depression  in  spite  of  the  steady  rise 
In  the  silk  market,  rice,  the  staple  produce,  being  low  in  price  owing  to  the 
abun<lnnt  stock  of  last  year's  crop.  In  consequence  the  demand  from  farmers 
Is  quite  dulL 

Vladh'oarok  han  experienced  a  slump  owing  to  reduced  exportation  to  Europe 
from  that  port.  The  tendency  has  been  ntilize<l  by  the  oil  mamifncturcrs  in  the 
interior  for  the  purpose  of  buying  clieap  materials.  It  Is,  therefore,  feare<l  that 
the  dmand  for  Dalny  bean  cake  will  see  a  further  decrease. 


New  Bules  to  Avoid  Collision  on  Biver  Uersey. 

Vice  Consul  Leslie  E,  Reed,  at  London,  England,  has  transmitted 
a  copy  of  the  London  Gazette,  which  contains  the  new  rules  and  regu- 
lations concerning  the  lights  and  sisals  to  be  carried  and  the  steps 
for  avoiding  collision  by  vessels  navigating  in  the  River  Mei*sey  and 
the  sea  channels  or  approaches  thereto.  Tlie  new  rules  go  into  ojjer- 
ation  February  28,  1916.  A  copy  of  the  regulations  can  be  obtained 
at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district 
offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  72850. 
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TEIEOBAPH-TEZS7H0HE-P0SI-OF7ICS  KOHOPOLT  IH  UBTTGr AY. 

Government  control  of  the  telegraph,  telephone,  and  post-oflfice 
service  in  Uru^ay  has  been  under  discussion  for  several  years,  and 
is  now  authorized  by  a  law  published  in  a  recent  number  of  the 
Diario  Oficial.  Provision  is  made  for  the  entire  reorganization  of 
these  public  utilities  as  soon  as  the  Government  can  perfect  arrange- 
ments for  taking  them  over  from  the  companies  and  individuals  now 
operating  them.  Departmental  offices  wul  be  established  in  all  the 
capitals  of  the  departments  of  Uruguay,  and  the  country  will  be 
divided  in  zones  and  districts  for  the  better  adminifitration  of  the 
services. 

Board  of  Plreoton  la  VostsTidco. 

The  general  offices  of  ttie  monopoly  will  be  v  Montevideo,  and  the 
administrative  work  will  be  in  charge  of  a  board  of  directors  of 
seven  members.  The  director  and  the  assistant  director  of  the  tele- 
graph, telephone,  and  post-office  service  will  be  ex  officio  members  of 
this  board;  three  menibers  will  be  appointed  by  the  President  with 
the  approval  of  the  Senate  or  of  a  permanent  commission  during  a 
congr^ional  receaSj  and  two  will  be  elected  by  the  personnel  of  the 
monopoly.  A  special  executive  decree  has  heen  issued,  providing 
regulations  for  the  election  of  these  two  members.  The  President 
may  not  appoint  as  members  of  this  board  persons  who  are  not  citi- 
zens of  Uruguay,  who  are  under  25  years  of  age,  who  are  membran 
of  Congress,  or  who  are  in  a  state  of  bankruptcy. 

The  duties  of  the  board  of  directors  will  be  the  general  manage- 
ment of  the  three  branches  of  public  utilities,  establishing  the  tech- 
nical and  administrative  procedure  in  each;  preparing  an  annual 
utilities  budget  to  be  submitted  to  Congress;  nxing  domestic  rates, 
and  lowering  them  when  fx^sible,  though  not  more  than  50  per  cent 
without  legislative  authority j  fixing  international  rates  in  accord- 
ance with  treaties  or  conventions ;  determining  the  units  of  weight, 
and  establishing  the  limits  of  weight,  measures,  quantities,  amounts, 
and  the  forms  of  payment;  classifying  shipments;  authorizing  ex- 
penses; arranging  the  issue  of  postage  st^pe;  suggesting  to  the 
President  the  appointment  of  delegates  to  congresses  and  confer- 
ences; providing  increases  or  improvements  in  the  present  service, 
and  furnishing  new  service ;  and  investing  the  profits  of  the  monopoly 
according  to  ^e  provisions  of  the  law.  A  plan  for  a  postal -savinjpi 
system  is  also  to  be  submitted  to  Congress  by  the  board  of  directors. 
iBvestment  of  Frofiti. 

The  division  of  the  profits  shall  be  aa  follows:  Fifty  per  cent  for 
increases,  improvements,  installation  of  new  lines,  construction  of 
buildings,  and  for  amortization  and  interest  on  ctmtracted  loans; 
30  per  cent  for  the  gradual  lowering  of  postage  rates  and  other 
rates — the  postage  on  a  letter  to  the  interior  of  the  country  shall 
not  be  less  than  2  centesimos  (2.0684  cents),  and  the  minimum  rates 
<m  telegrams  shall  not  be  less  than  10  centesimos  (10.342  cents)  for 
10  words;  20  per  cent  for  the  bwiefit  of  the  personnel  of  the  mo- 
nopoly, at  such  time  and  in  such  form  as  may  be  determined  by  the 
board;  provision  is  made,  however,  for  special  payments,  and  for  the 
establishment  of  a  medical  and  pharmaceutical  service  for  employees 
and  their  families.  A  postal  and  telegraph  school  ^all  be  estab- 
lished as  soon  as  pt^sible. 
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Anointment  and  Treatment  of  Employees. 

Candidates  for  employment  in  the  service  of  tihe  monopoly  must 
pass  an  examination  and  present  certificates  of  citizenship,  character, 
physical  ability,  and  bond,  if  money  is  to  be  handled.  Certificates 
from  Government  schools  may  be  accepted  in  place  of  examinations, 
and  the  qualification  of  citizenship  may  be  waived  in  case  of  technical 
appointments  and  in  the  case  of  women  and  minors.  Every  unsuc- 
ce^ful  applicant  will  be  entitled  to  know  the  reason  for  his  exclusion 
from  employment  The  appointments  will  be  in  charge  of  a  court 
of  five  members,  three  chosen  by  the  board  of  directors  and  two  by 
the  department  of  public  in£^uction.  The  graduates  of  the  postal 
and  telegraph  school  will  not  be  required  to  take  examinations,  but 
will  be  appointed  to  vacancies  as  needed,  the  oldest  graduates  with 
the  best  records  being  appointed  first. 

All  employees  are  entitled  to  15  days'  vacation  and  a  rest  of  one 
day  in  the  week.  Employees  under  16  years  of  age  shall  not  work 
more  than  6  hours  a  day,  and  they  must  have  completed  the  ele- 
mentary studies  in  the  Government  schools.  The  work  of  women  and 
minors  is  to  be  governed  by  special  regulations  issued  by  tiie  Presi- 
dent on  the  recommendation  of  the  Department  of  Labor  and  the 
National  Board  of  Hygiene.  The  Government  shall  be  responsible 
for  accidents  to  its  employees,  in  accordance  with  an  accident  law  to 
be  promulgated  soon.  All  salaries  will  have  a  minimum  and  maxi- 
mum limit,  and  employees  with  good  records  will  be  entitled  once  in 
three  ^ears  to  a  promotion  of  10  per  cent  of  the  difference  between 
tiie  minimum  and  maximum  salary  until  the  maximum  is  reached. 

FOBEXOir  COTTOH  SVFFUES  AND  CONStrKFTIOH. 

The  following  figures,  compiled  from  the  best  sources  available, 
represent  the  numt^r  of  cotton  spindles  and  percentage  of  activity, 
the  mill  consumption  of  cotton,  supplies  on  hand,  and  the  value  of 
cotton  goods  on  hand  at  the  end  of  January,  1916,  in  some  of  the 
foreign  countries,  compared  with  the  same  period  in  1915 : 


Countries. 

Honth 
ended 
Jan.  31. 

Cotlon  spindlts. 

Hfll  eon- 

EUmptiOD 

or  cotton 
(balosoffiOO 
pounds). 

Cotton 
on )  and 
(balefoISOO 
pounds). 

Cotton 
goouN  on 

hand 
(value  in 
u.  6.  ear- 

roDcy). 

Number. 

ACtlvItT 
(per  crai). 

British  South  Africa  

1  1916 
(  1915 
1  1016 
/  1915 
\  19ia 
/  L91S 
\  1916 
/  1915 
\  1916 

( ins 

V  IU6 

$6,000,000 
4,  MO,  000 
216.375 
B7.S40 

Canada:  llnrlUnw  Provinces  

China  

62.100 
63,100 

1.009. 

1.039,248 

81* 

m 

9S 
70 

i.ieo 

1,093 
92.907 
81,447 

3,389 
3,080 

a  465, 641 

3,688,774 
2.8C7.511 
2,124,763 
2,123,781 

85 
95 
100 

w 

i23.24i 
143,349 
39.059 
84,030 

a36G.403 

S7,400 

74,67ft 

■  Cotlon  stock  available  for  export  In  January. 


There  were  215,632  tons  of  clay,  valued  at  $1,397,976,  invoiced  at 
the  American  consulate  at  Plymouth,  England,  for  the  United  States 
during  1916,  compared  with  317.745  tons,  valued  at  $2,012,225,  for 
1914. 
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LABOE  GiEBMAS  KAUWAT  TEBJOKAL  COXFLEIBD. 

[Consnl  W.  P.  Kent,  L«lpxls,  Jan.  18.) 

The  Central  Railway  Station  of  Leipzig  was  completed  and  finally 
occupied  on  December  1,  1915.  It  is  believed  by  many  who  have 
observed  the  dimensions,  convenience,  terminal  facilities,  and  archi- 
tectural design  of  the  edifice  that  it  will  easily  take  the  first  place 
among  the  terminals  of  Europe,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that,  in 
Germany  especially,  such  structures  are  usually  the  centers  of  a  city*s 
life  and  the  objects  of  civic  pride. 

'ihe  total  cost  of  the  construction  of  the  Leipzig  station  was 
$32,130,000.  In  meeting  this  expense,  the  amounts  to  be  contributed 
are:  By  the  Kingdom  of  Saxony,  $14,280,000;  by  the  Kingdom  of 
Prussia,  $12,614,000;  by  the  city  of  Leipzig,  $4,046,000;  by  the  Im- 
perial Postal  Department,  $1,190,000. 

VeatsTM  of  the  Kaiit  Building. 

Tlie  main  building,  erected  upon  a  symmetrical  basis,  has  a  front 
of  984.25  feet,  and  each  one  of  the  side  wings  measures  295  feet.  The 
area  covered  by  this  main  building  is  167,918  square  feet  The  pas- 
sen^r  platforms  behind  the  main  building  are  covered  by  an  iron 
Foohng  of  a  length  of  784.4  feet  and  of  a  surface  of  710,424  square 
feet  Of  this  roof  surface,  301,802  square  feet  are  built  as  skylights. 
Above  the  passenger  platforms  are  erected,  side  by  mde,  six  big 
arched  train wa^s  of  a  length  of  787.4  feet  each. 

The  two  outside  halls  have  a  breadth  of  189.44  feet  each,  while  the 
four  inside  halls  have,  each,  one  of  147.64  feet.  Each  outside  hall 
adjoins  a  smaller  one  of  a  breadth  of  49.21  feet.  Each  of  the  first  six 
halls  is  65.62  feet  high,  whils  ttie  two  smaller  outside  halls  are  only 
32.8  feet  high.  The  total  area  covered  by  the  main  building  and  the 
passenger  platform  halls  is  882,648  square  feet 

SandBtone  TTsed  ai  Bollding  HatorlaL 

'ihe  material  used  for  the  front  of  the  building  is  arellow-colored, 
hard  sandstone  from  the  quarries  of  Schona  on  the  EHbe.  The  rear, 
and  the  walls  of  the  big  entrance  halls,  are  built  of  Kindstone  of  the 
Cotta  quarries.  The  roofing  is  of  tiles.  The  building  was  started  in 
May,  1909.  The  cost,  including  that  for  the  foundation  work, 
amounted  to  $1,094,600. 

As  a  connection  between  the  main  building  and  the  passenger  plat- 
forms,, a  croee  hall  has  been  established  along  the  rear  front,  having 
a  breadth  of  114  feet.  This  cross  hall  again  is  adjoined  toward 
passenger  platform  by  a  cross  platform  of  a  breadth  of  78.7  feet, 
thus  enabling  the  passen^^rs  to  pass  from  one  platform  to  another 
without  being  hindered  by  the  entering  or  outgoing  masses  of 
travelers. 

Fi-om  the  square  in  front  of  the  building  two  big  entrance  halls, 
85.3  feet  high  and  covering  each  a  floor  space  of  18,083  square  feet, 
lead  over  staircases  33  feet  in  breadth  to  the  cross  hall  above  the 

street  level. 

Shelled  almonds  amounting  to  3,184.758  pounds,  valued  at  $923^77, 
were  invoiced  at  the  American  consiuate  at  Malacni,  Spain,  for  the 
United  States  during  1915  compared  with  2^75,371  pounds,  valued 

at  $705,640  for  1914. 
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LLOYDS  SmOrABT  OF  WOSIB'S  SETPBUUDnrO. 

[Vice  Consul  Leslie  E.  Seed,  Lonclon,  Englanti,  Jan.  28.] 

Lloyd's  has  issued  a  report  on  the  total  shipbuildine  of  the  world 
in  1915,  with  the  exception  of  warships  and  vessels  built  in  Germany, 
Austria-Hungary,  and  Belgium.  The  repott  has  been  summarized  m 
the  Lloyd's  List  of  January  27, 1916,  which  says  in  part: 

Sate  of  Fro^ss  in  United  Kingdom  Bednced. 

The  rate  of  progress  in  merchant-ship  construction  in  the  United  Kingdom 
Iiae  been  very  much  retluceti,  resulting  in  a  corrwpoiiding  decrease  In  the  Im- 
medlnte  output.  Excluding  nil  vessels  not  fntonde<I  for  merchant  purposes,  dur- 
ing 1»15,  337  vessels,  of  650,919  tons  (viz,  817  steamers,  of  048,629  tons,  and 
10  sailing  vessels,  of  2,200  tons),  have  been  launched  in  the  United  Klngtlom.  a 
decrease  of  1,032.634  tons  on  that  of  the  preceding  year.  Practically  the  whole 
of  the  tonnaee  launched  is  composed  of  steel  stenm  tonnnge. 

Of  the  total  otitput,  nearly  85i  per  cent,  or  554.803  tons  (553.363  steam  tons 
and  1,440  sailing  tons),  has  been  built  for  registration  In  the  United  Kingdom. 

In  1915.  33  vessels  of  O.OIKJ  tons  and  above  wore  launched.  Of  these,  3 
were  over  10.(XK)  tons  each,  the  largest  being  one  of  33,400  tons.  The  average 
tonnage  of  steamers  launche<l  In  the  United  Kingdom  during  1915  is  2.046  tons, 
but  if  steamers  of  less  than  500  tons  be  excluded,  the  average  of  the  remaining 
steamers  reaches  3.791  tons  gross,  a  considerable  reduction  on  the  averages 
of  ttte  five  previous  years. 

The  Clyde  district  occupies  the  first  place  among  the  shipbuilding  centers  of 
the  country,  showing  an  output  of  205,073  tons  (Glasgow,  106,^  tons,  and 
Greenock,  08.870  tons). 

Outside  the  Unlte<)  Kingdom  there  have  been  launched  during  the  year 
416  vessels  of  550.719  tons  (313  steamers  nf  .'>18.948  tons  and  103  sailing  ves- 
sels of  31.771  tons),  a  decrease  of  nearly  53  per  cent  compared  with  those  for 
1914,  but  it  should  be  borne  In  uiiud  that  they  are  Incomplete.  Germany,  Aus- 
tria-Hungary, and  Belgium  not  being  Includeil.  The  returns  for  the  year  :a- 
clude  33  vessels  of  over  5,000  tons  each.  The  largest  vessel  of  the  year  was  a 
collier  built  in  tbe  United  States  of  about  11,000  tons. 

TmoMgc  laanolieii  In  the  ITnited  States.. 

The  tonnage  launched  In  the  United  States  (177,460  tons)  Is  23.302  tons  less 
than  that  of  the  previous  year.  Purlnsr  the  ycir  there  were  launched  on  the 
coost  13  seagoing  steamers  of  from  5,000  to  7,000  tons  each  and  1  collier  of 
about  11,000  tons. 

The  total  tonnage  (113.075  tons)  launched  In  the  Netherlands  during  the 
past  year  Is  about  5.000  ton.=i  less  tlian  the  output  in  1914,  which  was  a  record 
in  the  society's  returns  for  that  country.  The  largest  vessel  lnunchi>d  during 
the  yrar  was  of  about  8,000  tons.  There  are  four  other  steamers  of  from  6,000 
to  7,600  tons  each. 

The  output  of  Norway  was  02.070  tons,  which  la  about  8.000  tons  more  than 
the  total  for  the  previous  year,  and  Is  the  highest  ever  recorded  In  the  sodety's 
returns  for  this  country.  The  tonnage  launched  is  prncticnlly  composed  of  ves- 
sels of  between  1,000  and  2,000  tons.  Only  one  vessel  has  been  launched  of 
2,600  tons. 

The  tonnage  launched  In  Japan  during  the  year  (49.408  tons)  Is  over  42  per 
cent  lower  than  the  output  for  1914.  It  comprises  two  steamers  of  about  9,500 
tons  each  nnd  one  steamer  7.375  tons,  fitted  with  steam  turbine  engines. 

Pennmrk's  figures  (45.198  toiLs)  esceed  those  for  the  previou'^  year  by  nearly 
13,(X)0  tons,  and  are  the  highest  on  record.  Included  in  this  total  are  six 
vessels  of  about  80,000  tons,  which  are  to  be  fitted  with  Diesel  engines. 


Licensed  Fharmacists  in  Victoria. 

Commercial  Attach^  William  C.  Downs,  at  Melbourne,  Australia, 
has  transmitted  a  list  of  licensed  pharmacists  of  Victoria,  as  ap- 
peared in  the  Pharmaceutical  Register.  This  list  can  be  examined 
a"t  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district 
o6toes.  Befer  to  file  No.  1115. 
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COHDinOKS  nr  the  ITAUAK  StlOAB  XABXEI. 

[Consul  R.  C  Tredwell,  Turin.  Jan.  20.] 

In  response  to  a  number  of  inquiries  (x)nceming  sugar  conditions 
in  this  market,  an  effort  has  been  made  to  collect  all  available  data 
ior  interested  Americans.  The  Italian  customs  classification  divides 
sugars  into  two  grades  and  the  duties  are  as  follows: 

(a)  First  class;  unit,  quintal  (of  220.46  ponnds) ;  doty,  99  lire  (equlvaloit 
to  $8.07  per  100  pounds.  Sugar  [g  considraed  as  of  tbe  first  class  when  on  being 
refined  it  y'elds  move  tban  04  per  cent  The  yield  is  calculated  by  dedncrlng 
from  tbe  siiccliarose  percentase  the  proportion  of  soluble  asbes  multiplied  by 
5.  Sugars  mixed  with  mitteriala  of  a  nature  to  decrease  the  yield  shall  also 
be  considered  as  of  the  first  class. 

(b)  Second  class;  unit,  quintal  (of  220.46  pounds) ;  duty,  88  Ure  (equiTOleut 
to  $7.70  iwr  300  pounds). 

There  is  a  drawback  allowed  on  imported  su^r  used  in  the  manu- 
facture of  vermuth,  liquors,  jams,  sirups,  candied  fruit,  and  biscuits. 
(It  should  be  noted  that  Italy  is  no  longer  a  member  of  the  Brussels 
Sugar  Convention.) 

The  internal  tax  on  the  manufacture  of  sugar  during  the  year  1916 
amounts  to  75.15  lire  and  72.20  lire  per  quintal  ($6.58  and  $6.32  per 
100  pounds)  for  the  two  grades  respectively.  By  decree  of  Septnn- 
ber  15,  1D15,  the  internal  tax  on  the  manufacture  of  sugar  was  in- 
creased 5  lire  per  quintal  ($0.44  per  100  pounds). 
Imports  «ad  Bsports. 

The  average  production  of  raw  sugar  in  Italy  is  estimated  at 
150,000  metric  tons  (metric  ton=2,206.6  pounds)  per  annum,  and  the 
importations,  as  shown  by  the  following  table,  are  consequently  of 

Lttle  importance: 


Tmi. 

First  gmk. 

SecoodgnJs. 

ktotrletou. 

VttaM. 

VaId*. 

9.371 
6,231 
4,773 

t4DS,ffiO 
MI.OOO 

m,4n 

780 
718 
lU 

Austria-Hungary  usually  supplies  about  five-sixths  of  the  imports 
and  France  practically  all  of  the  remainder. 

Italy's  exports  of  sugar  have  undergone  some  interesting  changes 
ednoe  the  commencement  of  hostilities  in  Europe.  In  1912  ue 
Kingdom  sent  to  other  countries  56  metric  tons  valued  at  $3,600;  in 
1913, 1,029  tons,  worth  $59,600;  and  in  1914,  29,879  tons,  valued  at 

$mo,ooo. 

The  average  value  per  100  pounds  of  the  mgar  imported  in  1914 
was,  first  class,  $2.71,  and  second  class,  $2.36;  and  of  Ukat  exported, 
first  class,  $3.94  and  second  class,  $2.36. 

Domestio  Produotloa  of  Sugar  amd  Beets. 

It  has  already  been  remarked  that  the  production  of  raw  sugar  in 
Italy  amounts  to  about  150,000  metric  tons.  This  is  derived  entirdy 
from  the  sugar  beet,  and  of  the  100,000  acres  under  cn1tivRti<m  in  Italy 
less  than  2,000  acres  are  in  the  Turin  consular  district.  Consequently. 
<mly  «x  of  the  forty-odd  Italian  sugar  refineries  are  to  be  foxma 
in  Piedmont.  [The  addresses  of  these  six  may  be  (Stained  frtm  tlia 
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Bureau  of  Foreign  and  l>omestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices  by 
asking  for  File  72,486.]  The  principal  refinery  is  at  Spinetta 
Marengo,  and  belongs  to  the  Societe  Gen6rale  de  Sucreries.  This 
company  manufftctures  sugar  of  the  second  class  and  a  by-product 
containing  molasses,  which  is  used  as  a  cattle  food. 

More  than  50  per  cent  of  the  land  under  sugar-beet  cultivation  is 
in  the  Department  of  Veneto,  and  that  department  and  the  De- 
partment of  Emilia  produce  four-fifths  of  the  Italian  crop.  The 
yield  of  sugar  beets  in  Italy  and  in  Piedmont  during  the  past  three 
years  was,  m  metric  tons:  1912— Italy,  1.743,000,  Piedmont,  14.000; 
1913— Tuly,  2,730,000,  Piedmont,  22,000;  1914— Italy,  1,350,000, 
Piedmont,  21,700.  An  average  yield,  however,  is  considered  to  be 
about  1,723,280  metric  tons  for  the  whole  of  Italy  and  23,300  tons  for 
Piedmont 
▼ariaUons  In  TleM. 

Conditions  in  the  sugar  market  have  fluctuated  considerably  during 
the  past  three  years.  In  1912  there  was  a  smaller  production  of  the 
sugar  beetj  especially  in  the  Turin  district^  than  in  previous  years; 
but  climatic  conditions  favored  the  formation  of  suga^  in  the'roots, 
so  that  the  greater  percentage  compensated  for  the  decreased  cul- 


than  in  the  preceding  year.  In  1913  the  yield  of  sugar  beet  was 
much  above  the  average  and  thus  tended  to  lower  the  price  of  sugar. 
Because  of  the  heavy  decline  in  prices,  the  progressive  increase  in 
the  manufacturer's  tax,  the  sharp  rises  experienced  in  the  cost  of. 
coal,  coke,  oils,  jute,  and,  in  general,  of  all  articles  used  on  a  vast 
scale  in  sugar  factories,  Italian  manufacturers  were  much  concerned 
about  the  niture. 

The  prices  of  sugar  in  January,  1914,  were  extremely  low,  due 
chiefly  to  the  large  stocks  on  hand.  It  was  then  calculated  that  on 
August  1, 1914,  the  stocks  would  be  equivalent  to  160,000  metric  tons, 
or  tne  normal  annual  consumption  of  stigar  in  Italy.  Consequently, 
there  was  a  smaller  acreage  under  cultivation  with  sugar  beet  in 
1914  and  the  production  oi  sugar  was  much  below  normaL  The  out- 
break of  the  European  war  made  the  exportation  of  sugar  decidedly 
profitoble  and  the  enormous  stocks  which  had  accumulated  were 
greatly  reduced.  The  heavy  demands  from  belligerent  countries, 
which  were  cut  off  from  their  previous  sources  of  supply,  caused  the 
unprecedented  exports  of  sugar  which  have  already  oeen  shown. 


SZFOBTS  FBOH  BBXTISH  HOHBITBAS  TO  UnZTEB  STATES. 


There  was  a  decrease  of  $783,436  in  the  value  of  the  exports  from 
Briti^  Honduras  to  the  United  States  during  1915  compared  with 
1914,  according  to  invoices  certified  at  the  American  consulate  at 
Belize.  This  decrease  is  attributed  to  the  war  in  Europe  and  the 
disturbances  in  Mexico.  Crude  chicle  gum.  mahogany  logs,  bananas, 
and  coconuts  are  the  principal  exports  to  the  United  States,  and  the 
value  of  these  exports  for  1914  and  191.'>,  respectively,  was  as  follows: 
Crude  chicle  gum,  $487,784  and  $344,416;  mahogany  logs,  $739,023 
and  $256,973;  bananas,  $215,027  and  $156,888;  and  coconuts,  $120,8^ 
and  $133,319. 


enabled 


more  sugar 


ICoosul  wniiiim  L.  Aver;.  Bellso,  Feb.  1S.1 
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KATCH  TRADE  OF  HANKOW. 

[Vice  Coneal  [lonice  RGmlllard,  Bankow,  Cblna.  Dec  31.] 

The  importation  of  matches  and  match-making  materials  at  Han- 
kow has  grown  until  at  present  it  represents  a  considerable  item 
in  the  trade  of  this  port  According  to  the  Maritime  Customs  re- 
turns, Hankow^s  imports  of  foreign  matches  in  1912  aggregated 
1,073^50  gross,  with  a  value  of  $167,110 United  States  gold;  in  1913— 
1,317,255  gross,  value  $193,076 ;  in  1914—1,143,695  gross,  value  $153,- 
t>40.  [The  customs  values  were  converted  from  haikwan  taels  to 
gold  nt  the  rate  of  74.17  cents  for  1912,  72.9  cents  for  1913,  and 
66.7  cents  for  1914.]  Of  match-making  materials  Hankow  imported 
$72,990  worth  in  1912,  $71,345  worth  in  1913,  and  $64,870  worth  in 
1914.  These  figures  include  arrivals  from  Chinese  ports  as  well  as 
direct  cargoes  from  abroad.  However,  the  bulk  of  the  matches  re- 
ceived comes  from  Japan,  with  Hongkong  a  poor  second. 

Owing  to  the  falling  off  in  imports  in  1914  locally  made  matches 
were  used  in  larger  number,  and  it  is  said  that  one  Chinese  factory 
which  had  been  unable  to  pay  dividends  for  years  made  large  re- 
turns on  the  capital  invested.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  matches 
are  not  difficult  to  manufacture,  which  has  made  successful  com- 
petition possible.  At  present  there  appears  to  be  a  steady  increase 
in  the  local  sale  of  the  Chinese  article,  and  the  year  1915  will  doubt- 
less see  a  marked  decline  in  the  importation  of  matches  from  abroad. 
Match-making  materials  will  probably  increa^,  however,  because 
local  firms  engaged  in  the  trade  purchase  almost  all  their  materials 
(labels,  packing  paper,  paraffin  wax,  wood  shavings,  wood  splints, 
and  chemicals)  from  Japan. 
Hankow  Factory — Materials  from  Japan. 

The  Wuhan  cities  (Hankow,  Hanyang,  and  Wuchang)  have  a 
population  of  some  1,500,000  Chinese,  buying  in  the  mam  matches 
turned  out  by  three  different  factories,  one  Japanese  located  at 
Hiogo,  Japan,  and  the  other  two  Chinese,  situated  at  Hankow  and 
Shanghai.  The  Chinese  establishments  are  really  two  separate  fac- 
tories of  one  and  the  same  concem,  Set  Chong  &  Co.  The  foreign 
population,  which  numbers  about  1,600  or  1,700  whites,  uses  high- 
grade  Swedish,  British,  or  Japanese  matches.  A  small  business  is 
done  by  Ta  Chang  &  Co.,  a  firm  operating  in  Kaifung,  Honan,  but 
their  matches  are  used  chiefly  in  their  own  Province. 

The  local  Chinese  match  factory  is  in  the  Japanese  Concession. 
It  has  an  output  of  about  20  cases  per  day,  each  case  consisting  of 
7,200  boxes  of  about  40  matches  each.  The  regular  working  force 
is  approximately  1,000  male  adults,  besides  2,000  to  3,000  women 
and  children,  depending  on  the  volume  of  trade.  The  women  and 
children  are  engaged  nlmost  entirely  in  packing  matches  and  pre- 
paring the  boxes.  Men  are  paid  $8  to  $10  Mexican  per  month  ($3.07 
to  $3.84  gold)  with  board,  and  the  women  and  children  $4  to  $6.50 
Mexican  ($1.54  to  $2.50  gold)  for  the  same  period,  without  food. 

The  machinery  used  is  very  crude.  It  comes  from  Japan,  ftnd  is 
employed  in  preparing  and  dipping  the  matches.  The  splints  are 
placed  between  pieces  of  wood  held  togetlier  in  a  frame,  dipped  in  the 
first  place  in  paraffin  wax.  and  later  in  the  solution  used  for  the  head 
of  the  match.  This  method  appears  quite  as  economical  as  any  other 
on  account  of  the  exceeding  low  cost  of  labor.   Japanese  woods  of 
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low  quality  are  imported  already  in  the  form  for  making  matches. 
These  sticks  are  put  up  in  packages  of  7^00  bundles,  each  cont:iining 
enough  for  20  boxes.  The  boxes  also  come  from  Jiinan,  the  various 
parts  being  shipped  so  they  can  be  put  tofrether  with  little  dilHculty. 
The  quality  of  box  is  poor,  and  it  fi-cqiiently  haptens  tliat  the  inside 
falls  away  from  the  cover,  which  causes  the  matches  to  spill  in  the 
pocket. 

other  InppUet— Ontlook  ITnfavorable  for  Amerlean  Xatehei. 

Set  Chong  &  Co.  manufacture  two  grades  of  matches,  one  a  non- 
safety,  red-tipped,  and  1^  inches  long.  The  other  is  likewise  non- 
safety,  red-tipped,  and  l|  inches  long,  but  is  tivnted  with  sulphur 
and  not  an  instantaneous  lighter.  This  sulphur  match  hiis  little  suc- 
cess, and  will  be  given  up  entirely  as  soon  as  a  few  remaining  orders 
have  been  filled.  The  company  is  meetinc;  Japanese  competition  in 
safety  matches  in  Hankow  by  importing  their  Shanghai  product. 

In  addition  to  Set  Chong  &  Co.,  matches  are  made  in  small  house 
factories  and  sold  independently  on  the  street.  There  is  no  means 
of  ascertaining  the  extent  of  this  trade,  but  judging  from  the  number 
of  vendors  seen  on  the  street,  it  is  of  no  small  dimensions.  The  ma- 
terials used  are  probably  secured  from  Japanese  importing  houses. 

Serious  competition  on  the  part  of  American  match  manufacturers 
hardly  seems  possible  at  this  stage  in  China's  development.  Con- 
sumers seek  the  cheapest  article,  not  realizing  that  a  better  grade  is 
less  costly  in  the  long  run,  as  there  is  much  less  waste.  The  Chinese 
may  be  trained  to  similar  judgment,  but  the  present  outlook  does  not 
warrant  active  participation  in  the  local  match  field  except  perhaps 
in  match  sticks.  Set  Chong  &  Co.  informed  this  oflSce  dut  they 
mi^ht  consider  proposals  for  sticks  that  approximate  the  Japanese 
pnce. 


FISH  LUTDED  AT  BOSTON  AlTD  OLOTTCESTEE. 

The  fi^ng  fleet  landing  fish  at  Boston  and  Gloucester,  Mass., 
during  the  calendar  year  1915,  included  410  steam  and  sail  vessels. 
These  vessels  landed  at  Boston  during  the  year  3,772  trips,  aggregat- 
ing 97,899,487  pounds  of  fish,  valued  at  $2,911,314;  and  at  Gloucester, 
8.472  trips,  aggregatmg  73,696,241  pounds,  valued  at  $1,826,003. 
The  total  for  tne  two  ports  amounted  to  7,244  trips,  aggregating 
171,596,728  pounds  of  fresh  and  sfllte<l  fifJi.  having  a  value  to  the 
fishermen  of  $4,737,917.  The  quantity  and  value  of  each  kind  of  fish 
were  as  follows; 
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BUS3IAN  COTTOK  nTOVSTST  IS  191S. 

[JournnI  of  Itusslnn-Amcricnn  Chamber  of  Commerce,  November,  IO16.I 

The  securing  of  the  necessary  raw  material  for  the  Kussian  cotton- 
manufacturing  industry  for  the  season  of  1915-16  is  concerned,  first 
with  the  consumption  in  the  spinning  industry  and  the  supplies  oi 
cotton  remaining  from  the  previous  season,  and,  secondly,  with  the 
quantity  of  fiber  harvested  in  the  cotton-producing  sections  of  Rusaa. 

Previous  to  the  war  the  normal  annual  consumption  of  cotton  in 
the  central  district  amounted  to  2.8  poods  (101  pounds)  of  cotton  per 
spindle.  In  the  district  of  the  Baltic  Sea,  however,  the  quantity  of 
cotton  consumed  per  spindle  amounted  to  only  1.8  poods  (65  pounds), 
because  the  higher  grades  of  cotton  were  used  and  work  at  the  mills 
was  carried  on  in  one  shift.  Since  the  war  started  these  figures  have 
increased  very  considerably.  Thus  in  the  central  district,  according 
to  the  Association  of  Cotton  Manufacturers,  the  amount  of  cotton 
consumed  per  each  operated  spindle  per  annum  has  increased  to  3^8 
poods  (lis  pounds) ;  in  the  Baltic  Sea  di^rict  the  consumption  of 
cotton  must  also  be  increased  by  0.5  poods  (18  pounds)  and  must, 
consequently,  be  calculated  at  2.t  poods  (83  pounds)  per  spindle. 

Cotton  Bpittdlei  and  Estimated  Cotton  Consnmptlon  in  ldlS-16. 

According  to  the  data  of  the  committee  for  supplying  raw  ma- 
terial for  the  cotton-manufacturing  concerns,  the  number  of  spindles 
in  the  Russian  Empire  on  August  25,  1915,  reached  8,116,699,  dis- 
tributed as  follows:  Central  district,  5,991,544;  Baltic  Sea  district, 
with  the  exception  of  four  concerns  in  Kiga,  1,805,181;  Finland, 
226,158;  other  districts,  93,816;  total,  8,116,699.  However,  it  has 
been  proved  by  the  practice  of  the  last  year  of  warfare  that  not  all 
spindles  are  being  operated.  In  the  central  district  about  8  per 
cent  of  the  total  number  of  spindles  were  not  working  during  the 
last  cotton  season.  For  the  Baltic  Sea  district  this  rate  must  be 
increased ;  in  the  course  of  the  summer  months  of  1915,  for  instance, 
tlie  proportion  of  spindles  not  in  operation  amounted  to  15  per 
cent.  For  further  calculations,  however,  it  will  be  safe  to  assume 
that  the  reduction  in  this  district  also  will  reach  about  8  per  cent 

Basing  the  calculations  on  the  number  of  existing  spindles  and 
assuming  that  8  per  cent  will  not  be  in  operation,  it  may  be  esti- 
mated that  the  consumption  of  cotton  during  the  coming  season  will 
reach  the  following  figures  (1  bale=500  pounds) : 


Districts. 

Number 

ol 

spindles. 

Avcrace 
consunip- 
lioTi  of 
cotton 
per  spindle. 

Total 
consump- 

liOD. 

i.eeo.787 

£0(1.  OU 
M.3U 

Pounit. 

119.2 
S3.1 
83.1 

Il».2 

BaltM. 
l.SU.OCO 
278.000 

36.  om 

21.000 

7,4C7,3C3 

i,M6.oao 

Estimated  Surplus  from  1914-19. 


According  to  the  data  collected  by  the  committee  for  supplying 
raw  material  to  the  cotton-manufacturing  concerns,  the  supplies  M 
raw  cotton  on  August  25,  1915,  sliowed  the  following  nguces: 
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502,200  bales  at  the  manufacturers  and  148,720  in  possession  of 
the  dealers.  Thus  the  tttal  supply  of  raw  cutton  in  the  Empire 
amounted  to  650,920  bales.  This  figure  is  undoubtedly  lower 
than  the  actual  supply  of  cotton,  as  a  number  of  fir-ms,  using 
about  230,000  spindtes,  did  not  reply  to  the  inquiry  of  the  com- 
mittee. Besides,  this  inquiry  did  n<it  refer  to  the  firms  and  banks 
dealing  in  foreign  cottcn,  the  supplies  of  which  were,  therefore, 
not  included  in  the  foregoing  figures.  However,  general  calculations 
inav  safely  be  based  on  the  figures  given. 

Assuming  that  the  manufacturer  should  hold  in  reserve  a  supply 
of  cotton  sufficient  to  insure  the  normal  course  of  work  during  three 
Difmths,  in  view  of  the  difficulties  fesrperienced.  in  regard  to  trans- 
portation, the  actual  remainder  from  last  season  at  the  dispusai  of 
the  cotton  industry  in  1015-16  would  be  235,700  bales. 
■xoeQent  Crop  Antiolpatcd.-  -  - 

The  other  source  for  the  supply  of  cotton  required  is  the  expected 
excellent  crop  of  cotton  in  Central  Asia  and  the  Caucasus,  of  which 
a  considerable  part  has  already  been  collected.  The  continuous 
favorable  we!».her,  together  with  the  extension  of  the  area  sown  to 
cotton  (estimated  at  10  per  cent  in  Central  Asia  according  to  the 
information  of  the  Central  Cotton  Committee),  makes  it  possible  to 
estimate  this  year's  crop  in  Central  Asia  at  1^00,100  bales.  In  the 
Caucasus  also  an  abundant  crop  is  expected;  but,  in  view  of  the 
reduction  of  the  area  under  cotton  plantations,  the  crop  will  prob- 
ably be  10  per  cent  less  than  that  of  the  previous  year;  it  will 
approximate  123,870  bales. 

3>oinestle  Bn^Un  Available — Import  Seeds  and  Possibilities. 

Consequently,  the  supply  of  raw  cotton  that  will  be  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Russian  cotton  industry  for  the  season  1315-l(i  will  amoimt 
to  1,568,700  bales  (supply  remaining  from  the  previous  season, 
235,700  bales;  cotton  crop  of  Central  Asia,  1,209,100  bales;  and  crop 
of  the  Caucasus,  123,870  bales).  According  to  the  calculations  of  Mr. 
A.  Vitt,  the  secretary  of  the  Association  of  Cotton  Manufacturers 
of  Moscow,  there  will  still  be  wanting  about  93,890  bales  to  meet 
the  entire  requirements  of  the  Russian  cotton  industry.  This  quan- 
tit;^  could  be  supplied  from  foreign  cotton  imported  across  the 
Asiatic  frontier  (which  imports  usually  reach  the  amount  of  144,500 
bales  per  annum)  and  from  American  and  Egyptian  cotton.  It  is 
true  that  during  the  coming  seas<Hi  it  will  hardly  be  pMsihle  to 
expect  considerable  imports  of  cotton  across  the  Asiatic  frontier, 
inasmuch  as  it  is  reporte<I  that  extensive  purchases  of  cotton  are 
being  made  in  Persia  by  agents  from  Germany.  However,  if  there 
is  no  change  for  the  worse  in  the  weather  in  Central  Ada,  which 
has  so  far  been  favorable  to  the  cotton  crop,  and  if  in  quality  iis 
well  as  quantity  the  crop  comes  up  to  expectations,  the  Russi;m 
cotton  industry  will  probably  be  in  a  position  to  reduce  the  purchase 
of  cotton  fiber  abroad  as  compared  with  previous  years. 


The  exports  of  polished  diamonds  to  the  United  States,  according 
to  invoices  certified  at  the  American  consulate  at  Amsterdam,  Nether- 
lands, increased  in  value  from  $5,157,838  for  1914,  to  $9,245,819  for 
19U. 
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EFFECT  OF  SHIF-BEOISTBY  ACT  UPON  CIEABAHCES. 

The  December  Snmmary  of  Forei^  Commerce  of  the  United 

States,  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce, 
illustrates  in  part  the  workings  of  the  ship-registry  act  under  cur- 
rent conditions.  The  net  tonnage  figures  of  American  clearances  for 
foreign  countries  for  the  12  months  ended  December  31,  1914,  and 
1915,  were : 


CkaredlBr— 

1914 

ISU 

05.903 
225.234 
33.430 
34.659 

U.m 

l.aS5.8«) 
7W.6M 

70.376 
144.  fill 

70.587 

Ml.  102 
11,102.910 

3.111.S08 
13.065.788 

12,004.013 

W. 077,789 

•  Indodaa  Ortet  Lakes,  etc,  when  one  Yesoel  makw  many  voyigw  and  thui  prodneea  tares  total. 


AHEBICAN  CONSULAE  OFFICERS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Name. 

Post 

Cxplra- 
ttonof 
veaiu. 

Wnttt.  Ethclbcrt  

Neville,  Edwin  L  

Bradley,  William Hurlsoa... 

Talholni,  Taiwan 

N  \aga  raFalls.Ontario. 

Mar.  11 
Apr,  1 
War.  1 
Apr.  * 

lf)?l  ainton  Stroet.  P1lIlad(^lp^ffl,  Pa. 
197S  West  "Wth  Street.  ClevotaTJ'J.  Ohia 
Department  of  6tate,WiLsI)lagUin,D.& 
Century  Clnb,  7  West  43d  Street,  Mew 
York  City. 

SUCCESSFUL  TEST  FOB  ACETYLENE  IN  GAS  U1XTURE3. 

A  rapid  and  sensitive  colorimetric  method  for  the  determination 
of  acetylene  in  gas  mixtures  has  been  developed  by  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Standards  and  described  in  Scientific  Paper  No.  267  of 
the  publications  of  that  bureau.  The  investigators  state  that  several 
serious  difficulties  prevent  the  application  of  this  method  to  the 
accurate  quantitative  determination  of  water,  but  a  simple  and  quick 
qualitative  test  for  water  is  readily  made  in  a  large  variety  of  sub- 
stances, especially  in  organic  liquids. 


District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Kew  York,  Koom  409  United  States  Cnstomhotise;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
Vnited  States  Cnstomhonse;  Ghlc^o,  504  Federal  Bnildlne;  St  Lonls,  402  Third 
National  Bank  Btilldlng;  Atlanta.  631  Put  Ofloe  Bnildlng;  New  Orleans.  1090 
Elbernla  Bank  Building:  San  Francisoo.  806  United  States  Cnstomhonse ;  Seattle, 
MS  Alaska  Bnllding.  CooperatlTe  district  offices:  Gleveland,  Ghamher  of  Com- 
merce; Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  Hew  Orleans  A  Texas 
Pacific  By.  Co.,  Cincinnati;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board 
of  Commerce;  Philadelphia.  Chamber  of  Commerce;  South  American  Agent, 
Bonthem  Ay.  Co.,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 
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TOKWM  TBASE  aFPOBTVNITIKS. 

BcHmd  sddresMfi  nmr  be  <Matiicd  fion  th«  Bnrmn  nnd  ttn  AlNtrlot  n^ren.  Itpqorst 
lor  eacb  opportunity  sbooM  b*  on  a  sepatnte  tbeet  and  the  sie  n  :Miit«r  ulTrn. 

Paper,  yn.  20272 — A  mm  In  Arrfntinn  \\Tit**^  ttnf  he  fif  i-rf  <  t  i  n'^tahMsh  com- 
mercial relations  with  American  mnnufncfurer^i  of  mr't.tl,  ti-::i:i\  and  trans- 
pareJit  jmiikt.  It  Is  iivnic-^tpd  timl  siiuipici  of  ihe  inef:;l  p.-in  f.  iriviac  kinil«, 
colors,  Bizvs,  aiMl  welRht  of  eiich  leaf,  nml  also  mmpleit  of  waxt^l.  tissue, 
and  tranipareat  pnper  of  rarloua  gradeft,  from  the  flrn^t  to  tho  most  onll- 
nary,  with  full  InfommtUm  be  sent  Sampra  of  the  vari»ui  kintls  of  piip<'r 
deitlre<I  inny  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  ol.k-oaf.  (Itefer  to 
file  So.  75.) 

AffiicMlturM  machinoT/,  etc,  Na  20273. — A  sperial  flfcent  of  the  Burenti  trans* 
mlts  an  Inquiry  from  a  man  In  BoIMn  who  defllre^  to  receive  eiitalt^ies, 
price  lists,  and  full  information  from  American  manufatturers  of  ar;rk-n1- 
tnral  machinery  and  dairy  and  lard-cannInK  machinery.  A  copy  of  the 
report  submitted  in  this  connection  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its 
district  offices.   (Refer  to  file  846.) 

Sheet  brass.  No,  20274, — An  American  consulnr  officer  In  Spnfn  reports  thnt  a 
firm  in  his  district  denlres  to  estahllnh  commercial  relations  with  American 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  sheet  brass  10  aiHl  12  millimeters  (0.3037 
on'i  0  4724  tucb)  thick.  Befereooes  are  given.  Correspondence  may  be  In 
Eni^lsh. 

Cucumbers,  No.  20275. — A  firm  in  Cuba  writes  thnt  It  Is  In  the  market  for  a 
large  quantity  of  cucumbers,  in  barrel.<i,  monthly.  It  Is  .stated  that  payments 
will  be  made  directly  by  the  Arm  after  receipt  of  goods  or  draft  may  be 
drawn  against  documents  at  destination. 

Maehiner]/,  No.  20276. — A  man  In  Porto  KIco  writes  that  he  desires  to  be  placed 
In  tonch  with  American  manufacturers  of  mnchloery  for  malting  cassava 
starcti,  known  n«  tiipiocn ;  nnd  rope  machinery. 

Affricultural  mnchinery.  No.  20277. — A  special  agent  of  the  Bureatt  reports  that 
a  man  In  South  Africa  desires  to  represent  American  manufacture  of 
agricultural  machinery.   References  are  given. 

Ciocka  and  clock  movementn.  No.  20278. — An  American  consular  officer  in  the 
United  Kingdom  reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  cata- 
lognes.  price  liota,  and  full  iDfrnmatlon  from  American  manufacturers  of 
cheap  clodcs  and  clodi  moremeDta.  Befterence  la  given. 

Chloride  of  calelnm.  No.  20270. — A  man  In  France  Inftirms  an  American  con.<mIar 
ofllcer  that  he  is  in  the  market  for  about  20  tons  of  anhydrous  chloride  of 
calfdnm  for  refrigerating  purpoaea  The  percentage  of  dryness  of  the  prod- 
uct should  be  stated  for  each  grade  otCeretl.  Quotations  are  desired  c.  1.  f. 
destination.  Gorreqpondence  may  be  In  English. 

Na- 20S80.— The  commercial  attache  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  In 
Chile  reports  that  a  man  In  that  country  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  price 
lists,  and  full  information  from  American  manufacturers  of  nets  for  car- 
riage horses. 

A%Uimf>biic  garage.  No.  20281. — A  man  In  the  Hawaiian  Islands  writes  that  he 
desires  to  receive  specifications  for  a  garage  equipped  in  the  bent  and  most 
efficient  manner  to  supply  all  the  wants  of  automoblllsts.  The  garage  must 
accommodate  as  many  as  12  cars  at  one  time,  having  repair  worlt  done, 
and  employing  an  average  of  six  men. 

Bteam  engine*,  cMmneya,  marhkierp,  etc..  No.  20282. — An  American  commlnr 
officer  in  India  reports  that  a  man  in  his  district  desires  to  be  placeci  In 
touch  with  Amo-lran  manufacturers  of  steam  engines,  chimneys  of  steel 
and  brick,  calorimeters,  thermometers,  gauges,  cocks,  etc.,  grinding  machines, 
flour  milling  machines,  etc. 

BmperpluiM^tea  of  Ume,  Na  20888.--A  Ibnn  in  the  United  States  writes  that  Its 
correspondent  In  Spain  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  American  ex< 
porters  of  superphoqjhates  of  lime. 

Oct  manUe*t  No.  20!^. — A  firm  In  Canada  Informs  nn  Amerlcnn  consular  officer 
that  It  desires  to  he  placed  in  touch  with  American  mnntifnctiirers  nnit  ex- 
porters of  all  kinds  of  gas  mantles.  It  is  stated  tliat  the  firm  1.'*  n  a  position 
to  purchase  tcom  5,000  to  10^000  mantles  per  month.   Beference  Is  given. 
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FBOFOSAIS  FOB  OOVESHMEirT  SITPFUES  ABD  GONSISITCTIOH. 

(CorrespoDdence  Kboald  be  dlrtft  witb  the  otBrM  named,  sod  itperlBeattoiis  can  iMOftlly 
b4>  olitalned  at  tbe  poiotii  whtrr  the  kixmIh  are  to  be  delivered  or  (be  work  In  to  be  pep- 
formed.  In  canes  wbere  tbe  time  limit  Ik  too  ehort  to  penult  amw  to  MibnU  tendeni, 
th«7  Bbould  axk  to  be  plared  oo  tbe  mailing  llHts  of  sacb  ofllcea  to  recetve  nodcM  calUnc 
fur  future  miiipltia  or  work  ot  a  absilar  nature.) 

Renovatiriff,  tteaming,  and  remaking  mattrenses,  etc.,  No.  3000. — Senled  pro- 
posnlP  will  be  re<*eived  at  the  MMlltrul  Supply  IVpot,  United  Stittea  Army, 
643  Greenwich  Rrreet.,  New  Txrk,  until  Mtircti  I,  1916,  fw  renoTHttni;, 
StentnitiK)  hihI  retimking  mattrwseH,  hiilr  pillowv,  anil  feather  pflliiws. 
Further  Inftirmatiun  may  be  ubcuined  on  ai^ticatton  to  the  liedlcal  Supply 
Depot,  New  York. 

Panama  Canal  ««ppl<e«,  No.  SOOl. — Sealed  propomla  will  be  received  nt  the 
otflce  of  the  Ofiienil  PurrhanlnK  fHtiivr  nf  the  IVmnnm  Canal,  WushlnKtou, 
D.  C.  until  Marrh  8.  1016,  for  furnlRhlng  by  steanier,  free  of  all  chanrea, 
on  dock  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  pi>rt)  or  Port  of  Annm  (Balboa,  Catml 
Z4)ne)  (Pacific  port),  iBthroue  of  Panama,  pig  Iron,  tire  steel,  mallenhle- 
Inm  casrlnjrs,  loctmiotive  springs,  horseshoea.  cable  clips,  screws,  brass 
tubing,  chisels,  taps,  boiler  punches.  Joining  shackles,  rivet  t»ni»,  ailzM, 
priming  cups,  pulleys,  vurnish  brushes,  iluater  brushes,  nnif  brushes,  scrub 
brushes,  pushcarts,  window  glass,  leather  belting,  hose,  packing,  asbestos 
gaskets,  rubbing  felt,  canvas,  burlap,  emery  cloth,  sandpaper,  paper  towels, 
toilet  paper,  crayons,  lime,  manganese  lUoxlde,  carlxtllc  acid,  potassium 
chlorate,  calcium  chloride,  sulphate  of  copper,  and  sienna.  (Circular  Na 
1017.) 

Construction  work.  No.  3002. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau 
of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washinfjton,  D.  C,  until  April  15, 
1016,  for  constructing  a  storehouse  at  the  Naval  Provlt^  Ground,  Indlour 
lieud,  Md.   Plans  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the 

Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Washington. 

Ca8t-iron  water  pipe.  No.  8U03. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Light- 
house Inspector,  New  Orleans,  La.,  for  furnishing  350  lengths  of  cast-iron 
water  pipe,  16  Inches  inslile  diameter.  Further  information  may  be  ob- 
tained on  appllcotion  to  the  I-ighthouse  Inspector,  New  Orleans. 

Dreaging,  No.  3004.— Senled  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  United  States 
Engineer  Office,  337  Federal  Building.  Detroit,  Mich.,  until  March  24,  1910, 
for  dreilglng  the  ship  channel  in  Ijike  St.  Clair,  Mich.    Further  ioformation 

may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Engineer  Office,  DetrolL 

Loromotire  cranes,  No,  3005. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  tlie  Bureau 
of  Yanis  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  Marcb 
11,  1016,  for  furnishing  three  locoim^lve  cranes  at  the  navy  yard,  Mare 
Isliind,  Cal.  SiHHrUlcatlons  nifty  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  onm- 
uiandant  of  the  navy  yard.  Mare  Island,  or  to  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and 
Ducks,  Washington. 

Pumps,  No.  3006. — Sealed  proposals  will  he  received  at  the  office  of  the  United 
States  Ueclamiitfon  Service,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  March  8,  1916,  for 
fui'iilshing  two  pressure  pumps,  each  of  30  gallons  capuHty  per  minute. 
Further  information  may  be  obtained  on  ai^llcation  to  the  Reclamation 
Service,  Washington. 

Construction  work.  No.  3007. — Sealed  proposols  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
tlio  llnlieil  Ktiites  Itcclaniatiiin  Service,  St.  Ignatius.  Mont.,  until  March 
23,  191G,  for  the  construction  of  canals  and  structures  on  the  Flathead 
projec-t,  Mont.,  involving  nlnmt  20,000  cubic  yards  of  exaivntUm,  230  cubic 
yards  of  reiiiforcetl  concrete,  500  square  yards  of  paving,  laying  3,000 
linear  feet  of  vitrltleil  plite,  and  placing  49.000  pountls  of  strucrural  and 
reinforcing  steel.  l<^irther  information  may  be  obtained  on  application  to 
the  United  States  Reclamation  Service,  Washington,  D.  G.,  Denver,  Cola, 
or  St.  Ignatius,  Mont 

h'tagstaffs.  No.  3008.— fiealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  office  of  the  Chief 
Signal  Officer,  United  States  Anny,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
for  furnishing  fingstaffs.  Drawings  and  speclilfatlons  may  be  obcnlned  on 
application  to  the  Chief  Signal  Officer,  Washington. 

WAsntKGTOH :  aoTiBXUBST  Fsixnxa  cnmca :  uu 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JNiVERSITY  LIBRARY 


MAR231916 

€^©MMERCE  REPORTS 


DAILY  CONSULAR  AND  TRADE  REPORTS 
ISSUED  DAILY  BY  THE  BUREAU  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOUESnC  CXMOIERCE 
DEPARTMENT  OP  COMMERCE 
For  <ih  fcy  at  SujwiaiMihai  a<  PocnnKntt,  ViihiatfoB,D.C,Mf2Jftp«  jmt 


No.  49      Washington,  D.  C,  Tuesday,  February  29  1916 

COKTENTB. 

Page.  Pace. 

UmUstfon  of  Britfeh  puier  fmporto  817  New  York  Interests  control  CUndaairkel  re- 

Bxlmnlon  of  French  eoibarxo  lut  617       finery  Stt 

ln^rea>«  in  Chilean  coDHiUr  Iee>   817     New  tyreofcoal  conveyor   831 

ImproYement  in  Pernvlan  excbanfn  Gold  In  tl  e  Netlierland.-^  ban'<   82t 

Paper  twine  and  yam  tn  Germany  bl8     British  women  interested  In  l  erb  cu  ture  

Section ot  Petrocrud-Ko.a  Railroad  completed.  S19  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  l^uelnlta.o^Ie...  82S 

CoQ-tUiar  worit  in  Canary  l  l&nda  M9  Australian  inHltuie  lor  industrdU  rewureh....  f>» 

Examlnatioa  to^c;erl^  torommerclal  allarhd..  830     Ml»=ian  tradenotat  89 

American  locomotne*  plea  e  New  Zealand        S30     Foreign  capital  invented  In  Italy   829 

EUk-epfaining  schools  and  nmehitm  tor  Cotom-  Proposals  for  Oovemment  supplies  nnd  con- 

bto  821       struction   SM 

Vhole-aJe  pric«<  in  UnttadStatat  markets....  K!l  Peielnpment  of  ladto  etoRraphy  reviewed.. ..  831 

Increasad  demand  for  woodenshoai....,  831  Amaricaii coomlaroacen on  leave  ol absence.  (81 

China  offers  marVet  (or  Amertcan  icalbar  izt     Foreltm  trade  t^poriinilttes  faU 

Estimate  ai  Peru's  new  revnues  83t 

UHZTATION  OF  BBITISH  PAFEB  IHPOBTS. 

[Telegram  from  American  conattl  general,  London,  Feb.  26.] 

The  Paper  Commission  for  restricting  importations  has  issued 
rules  providing  thnt  from  March  1  licenses  may  be  granted  to  paper 
makers  to  import  two-thirds  of  weight  of  imported  materials  con- 
sumed in  the  standard  year  1914,  and  license  to  importers  of  paper 
to  import  two-thirds  of  weight  of  paper  which  they  imported  in 
1914.  Where  a*ny  paper  maker  has  on  March  1  a  large  stock  of  mate- 
rials the  commission  may  treat  &uch  stock  as  part  of  the  two-thirds 
supply,  restricting  future  importations  accordingly. 

[Previous  notices  in  reference  to  this  subject  have  appeared  in 
issues  of  Commerce  Repobts  for  Jan.  1,  Feb.  17  and  19.] 

EXTEHSIOV  OF  FBEHCH  EHBABOO  LIST. 

[Telegram  from  American  consul  general,  Paris,  Feb.  20.] 

By  a  decree  of  February  23  the  exportation  and  transit  of  the 
following  goods  is  prohibited:  Pimentos;  spun  threads  of  silk,  waste 
and  raw  silk  (French  equivalent  bourre),  and  all  spun  threads 
usually  denominated  schappe,  unbleached,  scoured,  and  undyed  for 
commercial  use;  fabrics  manufactured  exclusively  from  such  threads, 
including  pongees,  shantungs,  failles,  and  taffetas  unbleached, 
scoured,  printed  or  not,  but  undyed  for  commercial  use.  Tlie  usual 
exceptions  may  be  authorized  by  the  Minister  of  Finance. 

DTCBEASE  IN  CHILEAN  CONSVLAB  FEES. 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  is  in  receipt  of 
information  from  the  consul  general  of  Chile  in  New  York  to  the 
effect  that  a  Chilean  law  (No.  373)  of  February  11,  1916,  which  is 
to  come  into  effect  April  1.  provides  that  consular  fees  shall  be  in- 
creased 50  per  cent  until  December  31.  1916.  [A  schedule  of  tlie 
consular  fees  for  the  legalization  of  documents  for  shipments  to 
Chile  is  contained  in  Tariff  Series  No.  24  (Consular  Regulations  of 
Foreign  Countries).] 
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HfFBOVEKEST  ZIF  PEBUTIAK  EZGEAlTOE. 

tConsul  General  Willtam  H.  Haadle;,  Lima,  Feb.  2.] 

There  has  been  a  notable  improvement  in  Peruvian  exchange  on 
New  York  and  London  during  the  last  10  days.  This  improvement, 
which  is  appreciated  both  by  the  exi)orter  and  the  Government,  js 
attributed  to  several  factors,  the  most  important  of  which  are: 

(1)  The  recent  Government  decree  that  all  payments  of  export 
duties  on  mineral  and  agricultural  products  must  oe  paid  in  drafts 
on  New  York  or  London,  the  Government  selling  them  on  the  open 
market,  is  probably  the  prime  reason  for  the  improvement  in  the 
exchange  situation  at  this  time.  (2)  The  unusually  lai^  exporta- 
tion of  minerals  and  agricultural  products  at  present  to  New  York 
and  other  American  ports,  {p)  The  liquidation  of  accounts  by  the 
large  foreign  houses  in  Peru  maugurated  following  the  ouUireak  of 
the  war  has  largely  been  consummated,  and  rrauttanoes  to  home 
offices  having  returned  to  normal. 

In  normal  times  the  rate  here  for  90-day  drafts  on  London  was 
one-half  of  1  per  cent;  for  90  days  on  New  York,  $4.79. 

The  following  table  sets  forth  the  notable  improvement  in  foreign 
exchange  on  the  Peruvian  market  since  Decembm:  20, 1915,  to  date: 


MnrTflcfc. 

PtrctnL 
10 

i 

•11 

PtreaU. 
H 
B 

M.I7 
4.3S 
4.» 
4.« 
4.  S3 
4.M 

$4.a 

4.U 
C-fl 
4.« 
4.  SB 
4.74 

•  Fianloai. 


FAPEB  TWnrE  AKD  YABH  IN  aEBMAlTT. 

[Comml  Oeiiml  Leo  Berf^ioU,  Dresden.  Saxonj,  Feb.  1.) 

As  Germany  has  been  unable  since  the  war  to  import  in  sufficient 

?uatttities  the  raw  materials  used  for  makii^  twine  and  string,  manu- 
acturers  here  have  turned  to  the  production  of  these  articles  from 
paper  and  have  succeeded  so  well  that  they  now  appear  upon  the 
market.  Paper  twine  and  paper  yam  can  not  be  said  to  be  products 
of  the  war,  as  Japan  manufactured  yam  and  textiles  from  paper  pulp 
over  a  hundred  years  ago,  America  some  60  years  ago,  and  Germany 
since  1890.  String  and  twine  made  from  paper  does  not  differ  in 
appearance  greatly  from  that  made  of  jute  or  hemp. 

The  wholesale  price  of  paper  twine  with  an  inner  thread  of  hemp 
is  $0.90  and  without  the  hemp  thread  $0.70  per  kilo  of  2.2M6  pounds^ 
while  the  regular  twine  costs  from  $0.95  to  $1  per  kilo. 

[Samples  of  Oermnn-made  pfl[>er  twine  may  be  Inspected  at  the  Bnrean  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  and  Its  district  offices ;  ask  for  file  Na  7803a 
An  interesting  description  of  paper-yam  manufflctnre  was  published  in 
Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  June  6,  1911,  and  further  reference 
to  the  use  of  such  yarns  In  the  productions  of  textiles  appeared  in  the  Issues  fat 
Jan.  8  and  May  16,  1912.] 
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SEonoir  of  tetbookad-koia  rahboad  ooxpleted. 

[Consul  Nortb  Wiasblp,  Petrograd,  Bnasla,  Jao.  31.] 

It  is  learned  from  private  sources  concerned  in  the  management 
of  the  Olonets  Railroad  that  through  traffic  is  now  possible  from 
Petrograd  to  the  rail  head  at  the  southwestern  comer  of  the  White 
Sea  at  Soroka,  but  traffic  along  this  line  will  be  light  until  it  is  in 
full  working  order.  The  port  of  Soroka  is  not  lar^,  having  had 
heretofore  merely  local  fishing  and  lumbering  importance.  It  has 
been  subject  to  all  the  difficulties  suffered  by  Xrchangel  and  caused 
by  the  ice  conditions  prevalent  in  the  "neck"  of  the  White  Sea 
where  it  opens  through  a  strait  into  the  Arctic  Ocean.  In  1913  only 
45  vessels  put  into  this  port,  with  a  tonnage  of  45^89,  and  the  depar- 
tures were  71  vessels^  with  a  tonnage  of  47,061.  The  vessels  were 
extremely  small,  many  being  mere  barges  constructed  roughly  to 
carry  lumber  and  intended  to  be  knocked  down  at  the  end  of  the 
Toynge  to  other  White  Sea  ports. 

The  line  on  which  cars  have  run  through  from  Petrograd  to  the 
Wliite  Sea  consists  of  the  Northern  Railroad  m:iin  line  as  far  as 
Zvanka,  73.3  miles  east  of  Petrograd;  then  the  Olonets  Railroad,  » 
private  coiicera  built  and  operated  on  French  capital,  176.6  miles  to 
Petrozavodsk;  from  there  to  Soroka  on  the  White  Sea,  '237,4  miles, 
the  Murman  Railroad  is  now  fit  for  small  local  freight  and  passenger 
traffic  and  ihc  freight  luid  passenger  traffic  necessary  in  the  comple- 
tion of  the  road  itself. 

I'fhti  line  from  Petragrad  to  Somka  is  part  of  the  connpctioa  that  is  beiai? 
made  l>etweeii  PetrognKl  oml  the  Arctic  port  of  Kola.  Tlie  section  lietween 
Kola  om!  Kamltilaksha,  at  the  northwestern  corner  of  the  White  Seu,  according 
to  latest  advices,  was  scheiUiIed  to  open  for  traffic  ahout  February  15.  Perma- 
nent connection  between  Soroka  and  Kandalaksha  will  be  nuide  by  a  railroad 
nloniT  thft  western  coast  of  the  White  Sea,  but  for  the  present  senson  it  Is 
planned  to  nni  cnrtjo  ice  breakers  between  the  two  ports,  Tlie  develoiiment 
of  Kola  and  the  building  of  the  railroad  have  heoii  dtaeussed  In  Commerce 
Ueports  In  connection  with  the  following  articles :  "  Existing  and  proposed 
Russian  Arctic  ports,"  Slar.  19, 19X5 ;  "  Rapid  progress  of  the  iwrt  of  Arcfanugel," 
Oct  18, 1915;  "Further  ImprovMuents  at  Archangel,"  Nov.  1,  1915;  "The  rail- 
way to  the  Murman  coast  of  Russia,"  Dec  9.  1915 ;  "  Port  and  railroad  condi- 
tions in  northern  Russia,"  Feb.  8, 1916.] 


COHSULAB  WOBK  DT  CANASY  ISLAHDS. 

[Consul  George  K.  Stiles,  Tcnerlffe,  Jan.  20.]" 

The  trade-extension  work  of  the  Teneriffe  consulate  during  the 
December  quarter  included  activities  covering  articles  ranging  from 
a  sample  case  of  American  pins  to  a  cargo  of  gas  coal  for  the  city  of 
Santa  Cruz  de  Teneriffe.  Under  American  merchandise  newly  intro- 
duced during  that  period  should  be  mentioned  a  player-piano,  a 
local  firm  having  accepted  the  agency  for  a  prominent  make.  Agen- 
cies for  American  wash  suits  and  rompers,  automobiles,  silk  stcck- 
ings,  textiles,  and  beer  were  also  established,  and  sales  made  to  job- 
bers of  perfumery,  toilet  articles,  and  tobacco. 

The  course  adopted  by  the  brewing  company  is  deserving  of  special 
commendation.  The  export  manager  of  this  concern  sent  to  the 
Teneriffe  consulate  a  letter  offering  credit  facilities,  a  small  intr<:duc- 
tory  consignment  stock,  and  advertising  aid  to  any  responsible  agent, 
and  agreeing  to  conform  in  every  respect  to  style  of  packing,  bottle, 
etc.,  desired.  So  complete  and  businesslike  an  offer  is  unfortunately 
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EZAimuTiev  m  glzrk  to  cqxxesgiax  atxachI 

UTie  United  States  Civil  Service  Commission  announces  an.  open 
competitive  examination  for  clerk  to  commercial  sttach^,  for  men 
only,  to  be  given  en  April  5,  1916,  at  various  places  in  the  United 
States,  and  in  Hawaii  and  Pcurto  Rico.  From  the  register  of  eli^bles 
obtained  frmn  this  examination,  certificsti<m  will,  be  made  to  fill 
vacancies  tiiat  may  occur  in  this  position  in  the  (rfSoa  of  commercial 
attaches  in  various  foreign  countries,  and  in  portions  reqniring 
similar  qualifications  in  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce at  Washington.  A  salary  of  $1^00  is  paid  to  the  derk  to  a 
commercial  attach^  in  a  foreign  conntry. 

Applicants  must  have  reached  their  twenty-first,  but  not  their 
forty-fifth,  birthday  on  the  date  of  the  examination.  They  will  be 
examined  in  typewriting,  report  writing,  arithmetic,  copying  and 
correcting  manuscript,  general  commercial  geography^  and  transla- 
tion from  one  or  more  of  the  following  langiuges  into  Knglish: 
Dano-Norwegian,  Dutch,  French,  German,  Italian,  Portuguese,  Bos- 
sian,  Spanish,  and  Swedish.  Those  who  so  desire  will  also  be 
examined  in  the  optional  subject  of  stenography,  and  competitors 
passing  this  test  in  addition  to  the  required  subjects  will  given 
preference  in  appointment  A  separate  register  will  be  made  of 
elimbles  qualified  in  each  of  the  languages. 

Persons  who  meet  the  requirements  and  desire  this  examination 
should  at  once  apply  for  Forms  1424  and  1312,  stating  the  title  of 
the  examination  desired,  to  the  United  State  Civil  Service  Ccmmis- 
sion,  Washington,  D.  C. 

AXEBIGAH  LOCOMOTIVES  PLEASE  KEW  ZEALAn. 

(Consul  General  Alfred  A.  Window.  Aackltnd,  Jon.  15.] 

But  few  complaints  have  come  to  the  Auckland  consulate  general 
about  the  packing  or  the  quality  of  men^handise  from  the  United 
States,  and  it  is  well  that  care  and  attention  have  been  given  these 
matters,  for  they  constitute  an  important  element  in  holding  the  trade 
of  this  country,  which  is  growing  so  rapidly.  The  AncMand  Star, 
a  leading  daily  of  this  city,  indicates  what  these  matters  mean  to  our 
trade  with  New  Zealand.   It  says : 

It  Is  atatetl  on  reliable  nnthorlty  that  the  biff  rftn\vay  engines  Imported  from 
the  United  States  by  the  New  Zealand  Oovernment  last  year  hare  done  more 
than  come  up  to  expectations.  At  the  time  of  the  order  being  placed  with  the 
Baldwin  Locomotive  Co.  some  protests  were  made  In  Parliament  against  the 
giving  of  orders  for  railway  engines  to  countries  not  part  of  the  British  Em- 
pire, but  the  fact  was  shown  that  the  engines  were  urgently  required  and  that 
Qreat  Britain  conM  not  supply  them  as  qul<^ly  ns  the  United  States  could.  The 
locomotives  are  now  at  work  on  the  lines  of  this  I>Dmlni4Mi.  and  their  hanllnc 
capacity  is  exciting  the  admiration  of  experts.  A  remarkably  fine  effort  over 
hilly  country  was  recorded  a  few  weelis  ogo,  when  one  of  these  engines  hauled 
275  tons  from  Wellington  to  Pnlmerston  North  (88  mites)  without  having  to 
replenish  either  water  or  coal  supplies. 

[A  report  of  the  placing  of  the  order  for  the  locomotives  mentioned 
in  this  dispatch  was  published  in  Coumerce  Kepohts  for  Mar.  5, 
1915.]   

The  exports  of  hops  from  Prague,  Bohemia,  for  the  United  States 
decreased  in  value  from  $627,292  for  1914  to  $186,401  for  1915. 
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snx-SFunmia  schools  ahd  icachinks  fob  Colombia. 

In  accordance  with  the  recent  Colombian  law  providing  for  Gov- 
ernment aid  to  silk  culture  [see  Commerce  Reports  for  Dec.  21, 1915], 
an  executive  decree  in  the  Diario  Oficial  foi*  December  15  authorizes 
the  establishment  of  a  school  of  sericulture  in  Bucaramanga  and  the 
purchase  of  needed  macfainei^.  The  instruction  in  the  school  will 
cover  the  growing  of  mulberry  trees,  the  raising  of  silkworms,  and 
the  spinning  of  suk.  Thirty  pupils  will  be  given  instruction  by  the 
director,  who  will  select  them  from  the  applicants,  giving  preference 
to  needy  and  deserving  women  who  show  some  aptitude  for  the  work. 
The  silk  spun  at  the  school  will  be  classified  ana  sold  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Government  silk-culture  fund. 

Other  schools  in  other  departments  of  Colombia  will  be  established 
as  soon  as  practicable,  in  charge  of  men  graduating  from  the  Bucara- 
manga school,  and  they  will  be  under  the  general  supervision  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce.  The  sum  of  $2,000  is  ap- 
propriated for  the  purchase  of  12  silk-spinning  machines,  including 
the  necessary  stoves.  Three  of  these  machines  will  be  installed  in  th« 
school  at  Bucaramanga,  and  the  remainder  will  be  distributed  by  the 
liiinistry  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce  to  the  other  silk  schools  as 
they  are  established. 


WH0I£SAL£  FBICES  IH  TTNITED  STATES  HABKETS. 

A  report  containing  tables  which  give  the  wholesale  prices  of  lend- 
ing articles  in  the  Xlmited  States  from  January,  1913,  to  December, 
1915,  has  been  published  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce,  as  Miscellaneous  Series  No.  30.  The  quotations  are  taken 
from  standard  commercial  sources,  and  the  articles  for  which  prices 
are  shown  represent  the  most  important  staple  lines  of  merchandise 
in  the  country.  The  quotations  are  monthly  for  the  first  2^  years 
covered  by  the  report  and  weekly  for  the  last  six  months. 

Among  the  articles  concerning  which  figures  are  given  are  silver, 
coffee,  rubber,  iron,  steel,  petroleum,  auto  fuel,  leather,  cattle  on  the 
hoof,  hides,  tea,  rice,  hemp  and  jute,  wool,  mohair,  raw  silk,  cotton, 
cottonseed  oil,  copper,  tin,  lead,  spelter,  wheat,  com,  oats,  sugar,  lard, 
oleo-stearin,  tallow,  porlt,  and  beef. 

Copies  of  this  publication  may  be  obtained  at  5  cents  each  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  or  from  the  district  offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce. 


Increased  Bemand  for  Wooden  Shoes. 

Commercial  Attache  Erwin  W.  Thompson,  at  The  Hague,  reports 
that  the  manufacture  of  wooden  shoes  has  expanded  rapidly  in  the 
Netherlands  since  the  beginning  of  the  war.  Formerly  many  wooden 
shoes  were  imported  fi'om  Belgium,  but  this  source  of  supply  is  cut 
off  and  the  domestic  requirements  must  be  met  by  local  manufac- 
turers. Within  the  last  few  months  the  industry  has  expanded  so 
that  these  goods  are  now  being  exported  to  Germany,  where  wooden 
shoes  are  becoming  more  popular  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of 
leather. 
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CHtKA  OFFEBS  KABKET  FOR  AKEBZC AK' tEATHEB. 

ICoDsul  General  George  E.  Anderson,  Hongkong,  Dec.  20.] 

The  situation  in  the  Hongkong  market— which  port  supplies  be- 
tween 80  and  -86  per  cent  of  China's  total  imports  of  leather — has 
become  such  that  tanners  and  exporters  of  the  United  States  need  to 
give  particular  heed  to  it  not  only  as  a  matter  of  present  trade  but  also 
with  a  view  to  introducing  Ajnerican  leathers  on^  a  permanent  basis. 
The  imports  of  leather  of  nil  grades  into  Hongkong,  aside  frond 
native  leathers,  averages  something  like  $2,50(K00O  annually,  of  which 
IJerhaps  11,000^000  represents  English,  Germun.  Austrahan,  Ameri- 
can, or  other  higher-grade  leathers. 

Heretofore  these  imports  have  consisted  chiefly  of  English  sole 
leather  and  high-grade  calf  leathers  and  German  lighter  leathers 
(including  cheap  calf)  and  the  finer  ieatiiers.  The  mass  of  the  trade 
is  in  cheap  leathers  of  seminative  ma^  and  style,  tanned  in  Singa- 
pore and  at  other  points  in  the  East  Indies.  Hongkong's  leather 
trade  was  reviewed  at  some  length  in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade 
Reports  of  July  30, 1912,  and  in  its  general  features  it  has  changed 
little  since  that  time.  _.  ,-,  -  , 

Ameriomn  Competitloit  Vow  Pouible, 

As  a  result  of  the  embargo  on  the  export  of  leather  from  Great 
Britain  and  because  of  the  closing  of  German  ports  neither  German 
nor  English  leather  can  now  be  had  in  this  market.  The  trade, 
therefore,  has  turned  to  the  United  States  and  to  Australia.  Nor- 
mally American  leathers  in  Hongkong  are  at  least  dO  per  cent  more 
expensive  than  Australian,  but  under  present  conditions  American 
leathers  can  be  sold  in  competition  with  them,  as,  owing  to  war 
conditions,  Australian  leathers  also  are  comparatively  high  in  price. 
Probably  at  the  present  time  two-thirds  of  the  imports  of  both  calf 
and  sole  leather  are  Australian,  but  this  proportion  is  changing  rap- 
idly and  will  change  in  greater  degree  when  American  manufacturers 
meet  market  conditions  here. 

The  two  leathers  forming  the  bulk  of  the  demand  in  this  market 
at  the  present  time  are  a  fair-grade  sole  leather  required  to  meet  the 
demand  for  English  sole  leather  and  a  grade  of  calf  known  as  "  B 
selection"  in  medium  or  light  weights.  In  the  trade  in  lighter- 
weight  uppers  the  United  States  has  a  good  share  and  is  likely  to 
have  a  greater  share  if  present  conditions  continue.  Japanese  leathe 
ers  of  cheap  price  and  low  quality  are  in  increasing  use. 

Color  ImpoTtant—SeliTered  Prices  Essential. 

Samples  of  sole  leather  from  England  and  of  calf  leather  from 
Australia  sent  herewith  show  the  grades  most  in  demand.  Sole 
leather  usually  comes  in  18/20  pound  sides,  10  sides  to  a  roll.  The 
matter  of  color  in  calfskin  is  important,  and  the  color  of  the  sam- 
ples of  calfskin  forwarded  is  the  russet  most  acceptable  here.  There 
is  about  equal  demand  for  tan  and  russet  leathers.  American 
leathers  in  some  cases  have  been  received  from  the  United  States  in 
proper  quality  but  of  unacceptable  color. 

American  exporters  or  manufacturers  also  have  failed  to  meet  the 
demand  of  the  market  as  to  terms  of  sale.  These  leathers  are  for 
Chinese  consumption,  and  to  secure  orders  Hongkong  middlemen 
find  it  necessary,  as  in  most  other  lines  of  business,  to  quote  a  fixed 
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price  for  the  goods  delivered  here.  Inasmucli  as  competition  is 
it  is  necessary  that  this  fixed  price  be  as  low  as  possible. 

{The  two  samples  referred  to  above  may  be  itispectecl  at  the  Bureau  of  For- 
eign and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  offices  upon  asking  for  file  No. 
7^0.  A  review  of  China's  leather  trade  by  tlie  Shanghai  consulate  general 
was  published  in  Comuebce  Uepobts  on  Jan.  21, 1810.] 


ESTHUTE  0?  PEBTT'S  NEW  BETEHITES. 

[CoDflti]  General  William  W.  Hnndley,  Callao-Umn,  Jan.  21.] 

On  the  19th  instant  the  Minister  of  Finance  presented  an  official 
statement  to  the  Peruvian  Congress,  giving  his  estimates  of  the 
revenues  that  would  probably  be  produced  during  1916  as  a  result 
of  the  institution  of  the  export  tax  on  sugar,  cotton,  wool  and  hides, 
minerals,  and  petroleum  and  of  the  10  per  cent  import  tax  levied  on 
a  long  list  of  articles  previously  admitted  free.  [See  Commerce 
Reports  for  Nov.  20,  1915,  and  Jan.  17  and  Feb.  2,  1916.]  These,  it 
is  estimated,  will  aggregate  $1,398,233,  and  as  itemized  by  the  Min- 
ister of  Finance  will  be  distributed  as  follows:  Sugar,  $467,265;  cot- 
ton. $65,873;  wool,  $41,151;  hides,  $49,485;  minerals  of  all  kinds, 
$514,374;  petroleum  (268,896  tons),  $05,425;  customs  duties  on  here- 
tofore free  list,  $194,660. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  the  Minister  of  Finance  calculates 
that  receipts  during  1916  from  the  additional  surtax  of  one-fifth 
of  1  centavo  per  kilo  (4.4  cents  per  100  pounds)  now  imposed  at 
the  customhouses  at  Callao  and  MoUendo  on  merchandise  entering 
these  two  ports  (called  bultaje}  will  amount  to  $36,985;  and  as  a  re- 
sult of  the  recent  law  increasing  the  Peruvian  consular  fees  from 
1  per  cent  to  2  per  cent,  it  is  expected  that  the  revenues  from  this 
source  will  be  about  $109,983. 


HEW  YOBE  INTEBESTS  CONTEOL  CAKASA  NICKEL  BEFZNEKT. 

[ConsHl  Oenernl  John  O.  Fostor,  Ottawa,  Feb.  9.] 

It  has  been  announced  in  the  House  of  Commons  that,  in  response 
to  representations  made  by  Canada,  a  New  York  company  has  entered 
into  an  agreement  with  the  Government  to  establish  somewhere  on 
the  Atlantic  seaboard  a  plant  for  the  refining  of  nickel  in  Canada. 

It  was  poi??ted  out  by  the  Prime  Minister  that  Canada  produces 
about  85  per  cent  of  the  world's  fcupplv  of  nickel,  and  that  it  was  con- 
sidered desirable  that  a  refinery  of  adequate  capacity  should  be 
established  in  Canada.  The  Government  will  promptly  undertake 
the  selection  of  a  suitable  site  for  such  operations. 

The  refinery  will  be  designed  in  tmits,  so  that  additional  units  can 
be  added  as  the  future  requirements  may  determine. 

(Articles  relating  to  the  nieltel  situntion  in  Gunndn  were  publishe<l  in  Com- 
KERCF.  RltPOBTs  for  Aiifj.  2,  7,  nti«l  ]1,  1015.  It  wa«  slntetl  lit  thiit  time  tlint  tlie 
largest  producer  was  fuild  to  I>e  controlknl  by  Ainorlfiin  Interests.  rrncti<rnlly 
all  of  the  ore  inlnetl  tii  Ontario,  it  was  roixn'ttHl,  wa.s  retluci^l  t<i  intttte  and 
shipped  to  the  United  States  ami  Great  Ri-ilaln  to  ho  rolined.  The  I'rovinclnl 
Government  of  Ontario  appointee]  a  (•onnnisslon  to  iiif|iiire  hilo  tlie  niokol  situa- 
tion iD  Ontario  with  n  view  to  establishin;:  In  llie  l'rovitni>  an  industry  timt 
would  be  under  direct  «l»s"rvaiion  frin:!  Ilio  liiiic  ilie  ori'  li-fi  tlie  mines  until  tlie 
nickel  was  mnrketod.] 
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HEW  TTPE  OF  COIX  GONVSTOB. 

[Vice  CoDial  Hamilton  O.  Olalbourne,  Swansea,  Wales,  Feb.  1.] 

.  One  of  the  most  complete  and  up-to-date  coal-conreying  plants  in 
South  Wales  was  finislied  during  the  past  year  and  is  now  opersted 
bj  the  Port  Talbot  Railway  &  Docks  Co.  The  following  descrip- 
tion, taken  from  the  Coal  Merchant  and  Shipper,  gives  the  salient 
features  and  advantages  of  this  type  of  plant: 

This  plant  takes  the  place  of  the  or^ttnary  type  of  hydranllc  wagon  hotst, 
and  has  many  atlvanta{;ps.  Two  patent  ttppins  (tears  are  provUled  for  denltng 
with  any  size  of  truck  by  end  tipping,  the  double-  set  being  for  the  purpose  of 
alkiviing  wagona  to  he  at  otioe  handletl  no  matter  wbteh  end  the  dour  Imppms 
to  be,  thus  doing  away  with  the  necessity  of  marsUallns  by  meana  of  turo- 
tables.  These  tipping  gears  are  worked  by  hydraulic  pressttrei  and  are  both 
fitted  with  patent  anti-breakage  aprona,  rall-shlRlns  apparatus,  and  eon^ilete 
aotomatlc  cootrcrtHnf;  gear.  Between  the  two  tipping  tables  Is  placed  mn  Intake 
hopper  with  a  enpacity  of  o^Nroslraately  SO  tena^  tbe  aldea  ef  tkis  hopiier  betng 
fitted  with  screens  for  taking  irat  the  small  coal  If  destred.  The  larige  coal 
passes  direct  to  the  conTeytw,  and  tbe  small  Is  d^rered  to  an  elevator  wbldt 
raises  It  to  a  snflicient  height  to  discharge  direct  into  railway  tracks  toe 
r^noTal.  These  screens  are  so  arranged  that  th^  may  either  be  wotted  or 
not  as  desired.  The  hopper  Is  ef^qpecially  designed  to  deal  with  targe  or  small, 
and  so  that  tiMre  may  L>e  a  minimum  of  breakage.  Tlie  coat  passes  ^rect 
the  hopper  to  a  band  conreyor,  a  suitable  r^nlattve  valve  Mng  fftted  at  the 
discharge  openii^.  The  conreyor  ts  210  feet  Umg  by  42  (nctes  wtde,  and 
troughed,  and  is  capable  of  dealing  with  700  tons  of  eanl  per  homr.  It  la 
by  means  of  an  electric  motor  of  SO  B.  H.  P.  This  motor  witti  tta  (Mr  for 
driving  is  situated  bet\^-een  the  Intake  hoinier  and  the  qnay  In  a  steeNfi*amed 
tower,  In  whhrh  the  henvy-ifrtghted  tightening  gear  tor  Hie  band  Is  also  placed. 
The  portton  of  the  conveyor  between  the  toww  and  tbe  flway  Is  carried  on  a 
steel  jib  lOO  feet  long,  tlie  tower  being  designed  to  support  tbe  hinged  end. 
This  Jib  is  raised  or  lowered  to  the  desired  an^  by  nieejis  of  electrically 
operated  i.vlm4ies»  am!  thus  can  be  made  to  suit  various  water  levels  and  all 
sizes  of  vessels.  At  the  quay  edge  a  second  steel  tower  aboot  78  feet  hl^ 
servea  to  carry  the  wlndies  for  <H)watlng  tbe  bhigsd  fib,  tbose  belny  placed  in 
n  house  on  top,  and  the  to^ve^.  which  is  partly  bttlsMed,  Is  snqpcnded  Aran  sama 
and  guidetl  l)ct\veen  the  niemljers  of  the  structure. 

At  the  end  of  the  jib  there  Is  a  spedaHy  designed  telescopic  delivery  shoot, 
which  is  also  fitted  with  a  screen  sinl  false  bottom  so  that  sauill  coal  can  be 
sepamte<l  ami  prevented  from  psssing  Into  the  vesfiel  if  desired.  9pertat  means 
are  niso  provideil  fwr  removing  wet  coal  or  dust  from  the  conveyor  belt  A 
revolving  end  Is  fitted  to  the  telescopic  shoot  to  asshrt  In  distributing  the  stream 
of  coal  to  the  far  parts  of  the  hokL  IMs  shoot  rerolreB  in  bidl  bearlags,  and 
is  fitted  with  gear  ao  that  it  can  be  raised  or  lowered  to  ai^  It  la 

operated  froin  the  deck  of  tlte  vessel  being  loudeil.  An  etectric  crane  la  foed 
on  one  corner  of  tbe  qnay-shle  tower^  which  Is  capable  of  dealing  with  a  5-ton 
load.  Tbe  motors  and  winches  In  ctHinection  with  tbe  crane  are  placed  in  a 
house  under  the  structure  at  quay  level.  The  maximum  lift  Is  TO  fe^  while 
the  maximum  radius  Is  31  feet,,  and  the  mlnimnm  radios  14  f«et  The  crane  ia 
arrangetl  to  slew  thmugb  an  angle  of  200°.  All  the  electrical  gear  for  driv* 
ing  the  band  conveyor  when  hoisting  and  lowerli«  the  Jib  end  erf  (he  conveyor 
and  for  working  the  crane  Is  controlled  from  a  caUn  fixed  at  a  canvanlent  point 
on  the  front  of  the  quay  tower,  ao  that  the  operator  can  have  an  —uhaU  acted 
view  of  the  vessel  being  loaded. 


GOLD  IH  THE  KETHESLAHDS  BAIVX. 

Consul  Frank  W.  Mahin,  at  Amsterdam,  under  date  of  Jannary  IS, 
reports  that  it  was  stated  that  the  Bank  of  the  Netherlands,  located 

in  Amsterdam,  had  35,000.000  florins  ($14,070,000)  in  gold  in  its 
vaults  at  that  time  against  12,000,000  florins  ($4,824,000)  before  the 
war. 
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I  WDMEH  inrSRESTED  IK  HERB  CUXT1TBE. 


[Consul  Pnnklln  D.  Hnie,  Hndilersftold,  Jan.  26.) 


An  effort  to  popularize  the  raising  of  herl»  as  a  branch  of  women's 
wcnrk  has  recently  been  undertak«i  here,  and  it  is  reported  that  plans 
for  the  operation  of  a  central  drug  farm  are  being  considered,  witii 
the  intention  of  growing  there  some  of  the  most  common  herbs  in 
lai^  quantities.  The  strength  of  the  movement  is  indicated  by  the 
formation  of  the  Woman's  Herb  Growing  Association. 

The  scaicity  and  high  prices  of  drugs  here  were  reported  in  a 
dispatch  from  the  Huddersfield  district,  published  in  Commercb 
Bbpqkts  for  January  18,  1916,  The  price  tendency  is  still  upward, 
and  it  is  stated  that  the  responsibility  for  the  short  supply  is  to  be 
placed  upon  the  herb  growers  rather  than  upon  the  manufacturers, 
£nglaiid  formerly  rais^  most  of  the  herbs  used  for  drugs,  but  the  in- 
dustry has  long  since  passed  to  Continental  countries. 

One  branch  of  the  present  movement  has  for  its  purpose  the  effort 
to  interest  women  in  cultivating  herbs  wherever  possible,  in  their 
private  gardens,  with  the  probability  of  good  ftnancial  returns,  es- 


Orsaxiaetf  KDrement  Started  In  Ireland. 

The  sul^ect  of  culture  of  herbs  has  been  taken  up,  from  patriotic 
motives,  the  society  of  United  Irishwomen,  with  the  idea  of  re- 
ducing their  cost.  The  association  has  acquired  land  for  a  demon- 
stratioa  plot,  and  offers  free  advice  to  persons  who  are  willing  to 
en^ge  in  the  industry. 

The  plants  that  are  now  urgently  needed,  according  to  reports,  and 
which  it  is  urged  should  be  grown  in  Ireland,  are  balm,  barberry, 
broom,  ehamomile,  dandelion,  foxglove  (purple),  fennel,  garlic,  hen- 
bane, monkshood,  nightshade  (deadly),  opium  poppy,  red  poppy, 
sweet  hag^  thorn  apple,  and  valerian. 

TTie  leaves  of  the  purple  foxglove  are  said  to  be  worth  60  cents 
per  pound,  and  assuming  the  dried  leaves  to  have  one-fourth  the 
wei^t  of  fresh  leaves,  an  acre  of  Irish  soil  would  produce  1,120 
povwds,  or  a  gross  value  of  $672.50.  Such  calculations  are  recog- 
niaed,  however,  as  very  tentative. 

The  moat  extensive  herb  gardens  in  the  United  Kingdom  are  prob- 
tOif  those-  at  Dartf ord,  Kent. 


The  United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  has  published  a  cata- 
logue of  charts,  Coast  Pilots,  and  Tide  Tables  for  1916.  The  book 
contains  231  pages,  including  the  index,  arranged  both  numerically 
and  alphabetically,  of  the  charts  that  are  offered  for  sale.  The  sec- 
tions covered  are  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts,  the  West  Indies,  the 
Panama  Canal  Zone,  Pacific  coast  and  Alaska,  Hawaiian  and  Ma- 
rianas Inlands,  and  the  Philippine  Islands.  Copies  of  the  catalofjue 
may  be  obtained,  free  of  charge,  upon  application  to  any  of  the  sales 
agencies  of  the  survey  in  important  ports  of  tlie  counti y.  or  by  k'tter 
addressed  to  the  Superintendent  of  tiie  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey. 
Washington,  D.  C. 


Coast  and  Oeodetic  Survey  Issues  Catalogue. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


•826  COMMERCE  REPORTS.  . 

ATTSTBAU&H  DTSTITirTE  FOK  IHDUSTSIAL  SIBSEABCH. 

[Commercial  AttaeUI  William  C.  Downs.  Helboorne.  Jaa.  14.1 

A  conference  was  convened  by  the  Prime  Minister  of  Australia  at 
the  Commonwealth  Offices,  Melbourne,  on  January  6,  to  con^der 
plans  for  the  establishment  of  a  national  laboratory  for  the  applica- 
tion of  scientific  research  to  Australian  industries.  The  delegates 
comprised  the  Ministers  of  Agriculture  of  the  various  States,  repre* 
sentatives  of  State  universities,  the  Interstate  Commissioners,  the 
Federal  analyst  and  statistician,  presidents  of  chambers  of  commerce, 
and  leaders  in  industrial  enterpri^s. 

In  outlining  the  Government  proposals  the  Prime  Minister  stated 
that  the  aim  of  the  national  laboratory  should  be  the  coordination  of 
existing  institutions — Commonwealth  laboratory,  universities,  agri- 
cultural colleges,  technical  and  mining  schools,  and  ordinary  scfatmls. 
The  objective  was  to  apply  to  pastoral  industry,  agriculture,  mining, 
and  manufacture  the  resources  of  science.  The  attainment  of  this 
objective  would  involve  a  central  laboratory,  with  a  ^ff  of  sci- 
entists, who  would  have  at  their  disposal  ample  facilities  tw  original 
research  work.  Provision  would  be  required  for  a  bureau  of  sUnd- 
ards  to  investigate  and  test  standards  and  measuring  instruments  and 
to  determine  the  physical  constants  and  the  properties  of  materials 
required  for  scientific  control  in  connection  with  the  administration 
of  all  departments  of  the  Government,  and  including  the  comparison 
and  verification  of  weights,  measures,  thermometers,  etc.,  with  Com- 
monwealth standards. 
3Probleiiu  Awaiting  Solution. 

The  prime  minister  also  urged  that  consideration  be  given  to  investi- 
gation and  industrial  research,  such  as  the  study  of  problems  assodated 
with  the  great  primary  industries,  pastoral,  agricultural,  viticultural, 
and  the  mining  of  coal  and  metals,  and  the  metallurgical  treatment 
of  the  latter;  and  the  chemical  and  physical  study  of  problems  bear- 
ing on  the  secondary  (manufacturing)  industries,  with  a  view  par- 
ticularly to  the  improvement  of  the  quality  of  manufactures,  the 
reduction  of  the  cost  of  production,  and  whenever  economically  pos- 
sible the  utilization  of  waste  materials.  Among  the  prcblems  indi- 
cated as  awaiting  solutions  were:  Eradication  of  vegetable  pests, 
such  as  prickly  pear,  Bathurst  burr,  Nagorra  burr,  California  thistle, 
Darling  pea,  St.  John's  woi-t,  onion  grass,  poison  plants,  etc.;  eradi- 
cation or  animal  and  insect  pests,  such  as  rabbits^  flies,  tick,,  moequi'-' 
toes,  white  ants,  mice,  locusts,  codlin  moth,  etc.;  liquids  for  brandmg 
sheep  and  cattle  that  will  be  harmless  to  slunsj  preparation  of  s^ins 
for  market,  and  removal  of  wool  and  hair,  prior  to  tanning;  main- 
tenance of  high-class  t^pes  in  sheep,  cattle,  and  horses;  scientific 
method  of  killing,  dressing,  and  classifying  meat  for  export;  possi- 
bility of  establishing  carbonizing  works  for  the  removal  of  burr  and 
grass  seed  from  wool;  utilization  and  recovery  of  by-products  from 
blood,  bones,  glue,  gelatine,  etc.;  prevention  of  evaporation  and 
absorption  of  water  from  tanks  and  dams;  utilization  and  purifica- 
tion of  artesian  water  for  irrigation  purposes;  cultivation  of  Aus- 
tralian saltbnshes  and  indigenous  grasses;  reestablishment  of  sal- 
solaceous  plants  on  alkaline  soils  in  dry  districts,  with  and  without 
artesian  water;  cultivation  of  medicinal  plants;  cultivation  of  fiber 
^ants  for  paper  making;  manufacture  of  nitrogenous  fertilizers 
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from  the  atmosphere;  production  of  potash  salts  for  agriciilture; 

reduction  of  losses  of  coal  in  coal  mining,  recovery  and  utilization 
of  by-products  of  coal  and  coke  industries;  recovery  of  zinc  from  its 
ores;  manufacture  of  calcium  carbide;  manufacture  of  alkalies; 
manufacture  of  nitric  acid  from  the  atmosphere;  production  by 
electric  furnace  of  ferrochrome,  ferrotungsten,  ferromolybdenum, 
ferroman^anese,  ferrotitanium,  ferronickel;  production  of  aluminum, 
and  its  alloys;  and  recovery  of  sulphuric  acid,  arsenic,  etc.,  from 
minerals." 

Committee  of  SepresentatlTe  Ken  Appointed. 

A  committee  composed  of  representative  men  was  appointed  to 
formulate  a  scheme  for  carrying  out  the  ideas  outlined  by  the 
Prime  Minister,  with  instructions  to  report  within  two  weeks.  After 
several  meetings  this  committee  submitted  its  report  to  the  Prime 
Minister  on  January  13  and  made  the  following  recommendations: 

1,' There  ^Muid  be  established  under  act  of  Parliament  a  Gommonwotlth  In- 
stttate.  of  srience  and  industry. 
.2.  "Hie  fgn?tions  of  the  institute  should  t>e: 

(a)  To  consider  and  initiate  scientific  researches  In  connection  with,  or  for 
the  promotion  of,  primary  or  secondary  Indnstries  in  the  Commonwealth. 

(b)  The  collection  of  industrial  scientific  Information  and  the  formation  of  a 
bnreau'for  Its  dissemination  among  those  engaf^ed  In  industry. 

(r>  The  establishment  of  national  laboratories. 

IA)  The  genial  control  and  administration  of  such  laboratories  when 

estnbli.slitH.1. 

(c)  To  promote  the  Immediate  utilization  of  existing  Institutions,  whether 
Federal  or  State,  for  the  purposes  of  industrial  scientific  researdi. 

(/)  To  make  recommendations  from  time  to  time  for  the  establishment  or 
develoiHnent  of  special  instltntlons  or  departments  of  existing  lnstitutl<»)s  for 
tbe  scientific  study  of  problems  affecting  particular  Industries  and  trades. 

(Sf)  The  establishment  and  award  of  Industrial  research  st^Iarshtps  and 
fellowships  or  f^Iowshlps  attached  to  particular  institutions. 

(%)  To  draw  attention  to  any  new  Industries  which  ml{^t  be  profitably 
estahlished  In  the  Commonwealth. 

(0  To  keep  in  close  touch  with  and  seek  the  aid  of  all  Commonwealth  and 
State  Government  departments,  learned  and  profes-sional  societies,  and  private 
enterprises  concerned  with,  or  interested  in,  scientific  researcli. 

O)  The  coordlnatiim  and  direction  of  scientific  Investigation  and  of  research 
and  experimental  work  with  a  view  to  the  prevention  of  undesirable  over- 
lapltfng  of  effort. 

,  ik).  To  advise  the  sevmtl  authorities  as  to  the  st^  which  should  be  taken 
fbr  Increasing  the  supply  of  workers  competent  to  undertake  scientific  research. 

^(l)  To  recommend  grants  by  the  Commonwealth  Government  In  aid  of  pure 
sdetjtlfic  research  in  existing  Instltutloas. 

(m)  To  seek  from  time  to  time  tbe  cooperation  of  the  educational  authorities 
and  s«^;ientific  societies  In  the  States,  with  a  view  to  advancing  the  teaching  of 
science  in  schools,  technical  colleges,  and  universities  where  Its  teaching  Is 
determined  upon  by  those  authorities. 

(n)  To  report  annually  and  from  time  to  time  to  Parliament. 

Vvrther  Xeeofluneadatioat  of  Committee. 

It  was  recognized  by  the  committee  that  the  capacity  of  the  pres- 
ent Commonwealth  laboratories  would  be  fully  taken  up  with  impor- 
tant  routine  work  in  connection  with  customs,  naval  and  military 
stores,  analysis  of  material,  etc.,  and  that  it  was  advisable  that  they 
should  remain  under  Government  control,  while  the  contemplated 
new  laboratories  should  be  free  to  carry  on  research  work  for  the 
development  of  industries.  It  was  accordingly  recommended : 

1.  That  an  advisory  council,  consisting  of  nine  members  representing  scletic 
and  the  principal  primary  and  secondary  industries,  be  appoliUed,  who.8taa 
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advfse  and  cooperate  with  Uie  directors  Id  firamlng  die  policy  and  In  tlie  admin* 

istratlon  of  the  institute. 

2.  That  the  members  be  appointed  by  the  Governor  Qeneral  In  CJonnclL 

3.  That  for  the  purpose  of  controlling  and  administering  the  institute,  and 
of  collecting  information  and  determining  on  the  researches  to  be  undertaken, 
and  directing  their  elucidation,  three  highly-qualified  salaried  directors,  of  wbinn 
one  should  be  chairman  of  the  directors,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Goranw 
Qeneral  In  Council.  The  directors  shall  seek  the  advice  and  co(v»eratlon  of  the 
council,  and  shall  be  ex-officlo  members  thereof. 

4.  That  of  the  three  directors  one  should  be  an  expert  business  and  finapcial 
man,  witli  ability  in  organization;  the  other  two  should  be  chosen  mainly  en 
account  of  scientific  attainments  and  wide  experience. 

I).  That  the  tenure  of  the  directors  shall  be  fixed  by  the  act. 
6.  That  the  scientific  staff  should  be  appointed  by  the  Governor  Qeneral 
In  Council  on  the  recommendation  of  the  directors. 

Concerning  the  discoveries  and  inventions  made  by  those  directly 
employed  by  the  institute  the  committee  i*ecommended : 

1.  That  all  discoveries,  inventions,  improvements,  processes,  and  machines 
made  by  workers  directly  employed  by  the  Institute  should  be  vested  In  trustees 
appointed  by  It  as  Its  sole  property,  and  should  be  made  avallnble.  binder  prqper 
conditions  and  on  payment  of  gratuities  or  otherwise,  for  public  advantage. 

2.  That  the  council  of  the  institute  should  be  empowered  to  recommend  to 
the  Oovernment  the  payment  of  Iwnusesi  to  successful  discoverers  or  Inventors 
working  under  the  auspices  of  the  Institute. 

3.  That  the  Institute  should  be  emiiowered  to  charge  fees  for  special  Investi- 
gations, subject  to  regulations  approved  by  the  Governor  General  In  Goancll. 

With  a  view  to  promoting  educational  work  and  trade  expandon, 
it  was  also  recommended: 

1.  That  steps  should  be  taken  with  a  view  to  coordinating  tiie  work  (rf  the 
technical  colleges  and  trade  schools  throughout  Australia,  so  that  a  &u)n>Iy 
of  scientifically  taught  craftsmen  will  be  available  to  support  the  expan^on  of 
Industry  that  it  Is  hoped  will  result  from  the  operations  of  the  Institute  of 
Science  and  Industry. 

2.  That,  with  a  view  to  promoting  the  export  trade  In  Australian  prodncts. 
It  Is  desirable  that  serious  attention  be  given  to  the  study  of  modou  languages, 
Including  Oriental  languages,  for  commercial  purposes. 

Advisory  Coancll  to  Initiate  Eesearohes  at  Oace. 

Having  in  mind  that  the  complete  establishment  of  the  institute 
will  involve  some  delay  and  immediate  steps  should  be  taken  to  solve 
some  of  the  more  urgent  problems,  the  committee  suggested : 

1.  That  until  the  Institute  is  establlslied  an  advisory  council  be  appointed  by 
the  Governor  General  in  Council  particularly  to  carry  out  the  objects  e^ressed 
In  res(»lutions  2  (n)  and  (b). 

2.  That  the  Fwleriil  and  State  munitions  committees,  heads  of  the  Cbm- 
nionwoalth  and  State  scientific  departments,  and  bodies  representative  of 
Commonwealth  mnimfacture,  commerce,  apricultnre,  mining  and  engineering, 
the  universities  and  technical  collefces,  and  private  ententrlses  be  Invited  to 

,  sugKest  brandies  of  industrial  scientific  research,  in  which  Investigation  would 
be  of  imniedlnte  practical  use  to  producers  and  manufacturers. 

3.  That  the  advisory  council  ))e  appointed  forthwith,  and  that,  wheo  ap- 
pointed. It  immcdintely  take  steps  to  inltlnte  research  work  Into  the  most 
pressing  matters  needing  Investigation  and  seek  the  cooperation  of  existing 
Institutions  and  utilize  tlie  resources  of  staff  and  CQuIinnent  at  our  disposal  at 
the  present  tluio. 

4.  The  connnUtee  fjiiKKests  for  tlie  consideration  of  the  advisory  council  that 
the  following  pi-ohlenis.  anions  others,  are  pressing:  The  sheep-fly  pest;  Im- 
provetl  methods  of  extracduK  zinc  from  Australian  ores.  Including  the  commer- 
cial manufacture  of  eleclrolytie  zinc;  the  utiilzation  of  brown  coal,  with  recov- 
ery of  by-proilucts;  the  Introducilon  of  a  mechanical  cotton  picker;  the  eradl- 
-^lion  of  tile  prickly  pear;  the  production  of  aluminum  and  ferro-alloys;  tbe 
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iwiowaj  of  pota^  manufacture  cf  atkalt,  and  condensation  of  sulphnroas  aci4 

gas,  at  present  being  wasted;  the  cultivation  of  useful  imli^iicnoue)  grasses  and 
salt  btLsbes;  Cbe  nmnafaetiire  ot  fine  chemicals,  Urugs,  and  explosives. 

Hie  report  of  the  conunittee  was  referred  to  tlie  Ministry  in  Cabi- 
net. The  Prime  Minister  stated  that  the  cabinet  had  approved  of 
the  feccmunwdaiifMks  regarding  uaioediate  action,  and  that  the 
advisory  council  wonld  be  appointed  without  delay.  He  has  pre- 
Tipp^ly  stated  that  the  Government  is  prepared  to  devote  £50<>,000 
(^,4<^^y250)  io  the  initiation  of  such  an,  ^terprise. 


sheszak  tsabe  hotes. 

[Consnl  H&rrrO.  Seltxer,  Breoiau.  Qeroiaiiy.  Ju.  1&) 

Trade  AgieemMt  im  Semaa  Bartkawaie  ladostrj. 

It  is  reported  that  the  largest  earthenware  manufacturers  in  Upper 
Silesia,  tt^ther  with  all  of  the  most  important  manufacturers 
thi)9^i£;bout  'Germany,  have  mtered  into  a  contract  with  the  Central 
Union  of  HV&oIesalers  in  the  water-pipe  business  for  a  period  of  five 
years.  In:  accordance  with  this  agreement  the  manufacturers  bind 
themselves  to  sell  their  products  <»ly  to  members  of  the  Wholesalers 
Union,  and  the  latter  have  agreed  to  purchase  their  supplies  only 
from  members  of  the  German  United  Earthenware  Synaicate.  By 
muttual  agreement  all  prices  for  earthenware  have  been  increased. 

Taronilile  Tear  fer  UleilaB  OarMoari  laimatrr. 

The  administration  of  the  Silesdan  Cardboard  Factory  A.  G.  in 
Neuhananer,  in  its  annual  statement  for  1914-15  reports  most  en- 
couraging results  in  spite  of  difficulties  during  the  first  year  of  the 
war.  This  was  due  to  the  greater  efficiency  of  new  macliinery,  the 
favorable  coal  contracts,  and  the  most  rigid  economy  on  the  part  of 
the  management.  The  gr<^  factory  profits  for  the  year  amounted 
to  $71,519  as  compared  with  $78,780  the  previous  year.  With  the 
great  demand  both  for  hand  and  machine  made  cardboard,  which 
started  near  the  close  of  the  buaness  year  and  which  has  steadily 
increased,  there  is  every  indication  that  the  new  year  will  be  still 
more  pnmtable  especially  in  view  of  the  advancing  prices  for  these 
goodg;   . 

FOBEZOir  CAflTAL  UNVJ^rjbU)  IV  ITALY. 

The  total  capital  of  all  foreign  companies  in  Italy  subject  to  taxa- 
tion, as  reported  by  the  Commercial  Tax  Department,  amounted  in 
1913  to  $102,425,000.  Of  this  total  foreign  steam-navigntion  and 
shipping  companies  are  credited  with  $5,505,900  (Austro-Hungarian 
$262,675,  British  $1,698,400,  Dutch  $6,575,  French  $914,825,  German 
$2,243,225,  and  Spanish  $380,200) ;  foreign  insurance  companies,  with 
$7411,000  (American  $181,250,  Austrian  $2,433,900,  Belgian  $3,850, 
British  $406400,  Dutch  $30,875,  French  ^,600,  German  $1,188,600, 
Swiss  $329,250,  other  $2.584.575) ;  and  companies  engaged  in  other 
lines  of  activity,  with  $89,808,100  (American  $106,150,  Austrian 
$942^00,  Belgian  $35,014,000,  British  $18,783,000.  Dutch  $9,050, 
French  $24,325,800,  German  $1,945,300,  Rassian  $200,500,  and  Swiss 
$8,421^00). 
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FBOFOSAIS  FOB  OOVEBHHEHT  SUPPUES  AHD  OOHSTBUCTIOH. 

[Correspondeiioe  shoald  be  direct  with  the  offices  named,  and  specification!  can  nsoallr 
be  olXalDpd  at  tbe  polPts  wbcre  tbe  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  t>e  per- 
formed.  In  cases  where  tbe  time  limit  U  too  ttbort  to  permit  Qms  to  submit  tenders, 
tbey  Phonld  ask  to  be  plat^  on  the  malllns  lists  of  socb  olBcea  to  ncelTe  nodcea  eailJag 
for  future  soppUes  or  work  of  a  slmUai  natorej 

Fteld  gUutet,  No.  SOOO. — Sealed  pn^wsals  wlU  be  recetved  at  tbe  office  of  ttie 
Ch;Gf  SKmnl  omoer.  United  States  Army,  War  Department,  WashluKtoii, 
U.  C,  UDtil  Mnroh  20,  I&IQ,  for  fumishlog  field  glosses,  samplea  of  whicb 
muy  be  seen  ut  the  Slgnul  Corps  laboratory,  1710  Fennsylvanla  Avenue 
N.W..  WashlnRton,  D.  C,  and  at  the  office  of  the  Department  $lgnal  Officer, 
Eastern  Etepartment,  30  Whitehall  Street,  New  York,  N.  y.  .Further  In- 
formation may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Chief  Signal  Officer, 
Washington. 

Conduit  and  tcirina  ayatem  and  lighting  fixtures.  No.  3010. — Sealed  proposals 
will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Sttpervlsing  Architect,  Treasm-y  De- 
partment, Washington,  D.  C,  until  March  27,  1916,  for  a  conduit  and  wiring 
system  and  lighting  fixtures  for  the  pure  food  and  drug  laboratories,  at 
the  United  States  appraiser's  stores,  New  York,  N.  Y,  Copies  of  drawings 
and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  supervising 
engineer.  United  States  customhouse.  New  York,  N,  Y.,  or  to  tbe  8np«r- 
vlslng  Architect,  Washington. 

Mail  chute,  No.  3011. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  thfe  office  Of  the 
Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
March  10.  lOlG,  for  Installing  a  mall  chute  In  the  United  States  poet  office 
and  courthouse  at  Lincoln,  N^r.  Spedflcatinna  may  be  obtained  on  appli- 
cation to  the  Supervising  Architect,  Washington.  , 

Reels.  No.  3012.— Sealetl  pro[)08als  will  be  received  at  tbe  office  of  the  Chief 
Signal  Officer,  United  States  Army,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  0^ 
'  until  March  7,  191G,  for  furnishing  hand  reels.   Further  Infonnntlon  may 
be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Clilef  Signal  Officer,  Washington. 

Bacon  and  ham.  No.  S013. — Sealed  pn^tosals  will  be  received  at  the  general 
depot  of  the  Quartermaster  Corps,  Uulted  States  Anuy,  116  Bast  (taiturlo 
Street,  Chicago,  111.,  until  March  6,  1010,  for  furnishing  and  delivering 
breakfast  bacon  and  sugar-cured  ham. 

Construction  work,  No.  3014. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  th^  United  States  Reclamation  Service,  St  Ignatius,  Mont.,.nntU  March 
20.  1916.  for  the  construction  of  catuls  and  structures  on  the  Flathead 
Project,  Mont,  Involving  about  3,500  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  2S0  culilc 

ynnls  of  reinforce<l  concrete,  900  square  ynnls  of  paving,  laying 
linear  feet  of  vitrified  pipe,  erecting  10,000  feet  b.  m,  of  lumber,  and  idocr 
ing  31,500  pounds  of  structural  and  reinforcing  steel.   Further  Information 
may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  United  States  Reclamation  Service, 
Washington,  D.  C. ;  Denver,  Colo.;  or  St  Ignatius,  Mont 

Constrticlion  work,  No.  3015. — Sealwl  proiwsals  will  be  received  at  the  Office  of 
tbe  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
April  ti,  lOlG,  fur  the  construction,  complete,  of  the  United  States  poet  office 
at  Valley  City,  N.  Diik.  Drawings  and  8i)ecificatlons  may  be  obtained  on 
application  to  tbe  custodian  of  the  site  at  Valley  City,  N.  Dak.,  or  to  the 
Supervising  Architect,  Washington. 

Consinicfion  work,  No.  3016. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Office  of 
the  United  States  Reclamation  Service,  Fort  Shaw,  Mont,  until  March  20, 
1910,  for  the  construction  of  approximately  S75  linear  feet  of  96-lnch 
diameter  continuous  wood  stave  pipe  for  the  Sun  River  Project,  Mont 
Further  Information  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  United  States 
Reclamation  Service,  Waslilngton,  D.  C;  Denver  Colo.;  or  Fort  Shawt 
Mont 

CotutrucHon  worki  No.  3017. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  United 
States  Engineer  Office,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  until  March  23,  1916,  for  con- 
structing about  5,400  feet  of  standard  revetment  on  the  Missouri  River, 
about  0  miles  below  Kansas  City,  Mo.  Further  Information  may  be  ob- 
tained on  application  to  the  engineer  office,  Kansas  City,  Mo.  - 
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ftoifiHotis,  No.  3018. — Sealed  pn^MMals  will  be  received  by  tho  lighthouse 
inspector,  Ketchikan,  Alaslin,  until  May  1,  1916,  for  funiisliiiig  various 
classes  of  provisionfi  for  keepers  of  lightliouses  in  Alaiska.  Further  infor- 
mation may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  .Itglittiouse  Inspects, 
Ketchiliau.  -  - 

Docking  and  repairUtg  liffhthoute  tender.  No.  3019. — Sealed  prrqMWals  will  Ije 
rec^ved  by  the  liKlithouse  inspector,  Clmrleston,  S.  C,  for  docking  and 
repairing  lighthouse  tender  Cypres.  Furtlier  iafomiation  may  l>e  obtained 
on  application  to  the  lighthouw  inspector,  Oliarleston. 

FUrxf,  Na  3030. — Sealed  prc^xieals  will  be  received  at  the  c^ce  of  the  Quarter- 
-  -  dulstOT,  Vdited  States  Ariuy.  308  OiudIkI  Btaidluff,  Kansas  City,  KIo., 
tthtfl  Uardi  2,  1816,  fat  furnlsbing  and  delivering  171,204  iKmnds  of  issue 
flour.  Bidders  should  state  place  of  delivery,  t.  o.  b,,  mill  being  preferred. 


DEVELOFMEVT  OF  KASIOTELEeEAFHT  BETIEWED. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Navigation  has  issued  a  monograph, 
"  Important  events  in  radiotel^^raphy,"  giving,  besides  the  history 
of  the  wireleas  itself,  the  important  steps  in  electrical  development 
which'  led  logically  to  the  invention  of  this  means  of  communication. 
These  erents  are  grouped  by  years,  under  the  general  classification  of 
peaks  in  the  waves  ol  wirel^  progress,"  afid  begin  with  1831,  when 
Faraday  discovered  electronugDetic  induction  b^weoi  two  entirely 
separate  oircuita 

There  are  special  chapters  on  "Some  recent  developments," 
"  Ba^o  inspection  serTice,"  and  **  Wireless  as  a  safeguard  to  life  at 
sea."  The  last  mentioned  embraces  the  burenu's  record  of  vessels 
equipped  with  radio  apparatus  to  which  accidents  have  occurred 
during  the  paat.  15  years,  with  the  wireless  playing  an  important 
role  in  the  savings  of  numan  life.  There  are  14  pages  of  the  events  by 
dates.  Copies  of  this  publication  may  be  obtamed  from  the  Super- 
intendent of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Ofiice,  Washington, 
D.      at  5  cents  each. 

AHEBZCAN  COnsmAK  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  wfll  be  ^lad  to  ccm^r  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 

jurisdictions : 


'  Num. 

Exnlre- 
tlooof 
Teoue. 

Addras. 

Wttte,  BttaDMtt  

Bndley,  William  Harrison. 

Bnaaito,  Belgluin  

TsEhoka,TBiwan 
Niagan  Falls,Ontwio. 

Mar.  U 
Apr.  1 
Mot.  1 
Apr.  4 

im  CIlDton  8tr«at.  PUIadelphla.  Pa. 
I97H  West  S.ilh  Street,  rievdand.  Ohio, 
]>cpartTiu>nt  ol  State,Wa.ihingt{>n,I>.  C. 
Centiirv  Clah,  7  West  lad  Straet,  New 
YorkCily. 

JHttrict  Offioei  of  tiie  BvieaTi  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Kew  Torlc,  Room  409  Vnlted  States  CastonUioiise:  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
United  States  Customhouse;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  403  Third 
Katlonal  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Building:  Hew  Orleans,  1020 
Bibemla  Bank  Building;  San  Tranolsco,  306  United  States  Customhouse;  Seattle^ 
82B  Alaska  Building.  CooperatiTe  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Ohamher  of  Com- 
merce; Cinelnnatl,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Clncianati,  Hew  Orleans  A  Texai 
faeiflc  By.  Co.,  Cincinnati;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board 
of  Commerce;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  South  American  Agent, 
Sonthera  By.  Co.,  Chattanooga,  Tenn.  _ .  . 
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VOWQlt  TBASE  OFFOBTVHITniS. 


Beserred  addressn  mar  he  obfalned  from  tbe  Barea*  and  it*  Alatrlet  ofllec*.  B«4itest 
for  eacb  opportonltj  stMiild  be  on  a  beparate  sheet  and  tbe  Ue  number  given. 

Chetcing  gum,  confection  ery,  etc..  No.  20285.— The  commercial  attach^  of  the 
Department  of  Commerce  in  France  reports  that  a  flrm  in  tljat  country 
desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  clwwlng  gum  and  coQ- 
fectlonery,  especially  bonbons  and  licorice. 

Raihcay  supplies,  etc..  No.  20286. — A  special  agent  of  the  Bureau  reports  that 
a  flrm  In  South  Africa  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations  with  Ameri* 
can  manufacturers  ot  railway  coaches  and  tmcbs,  axles,  wheels,  and  umler- 
frames  therefor ;  signaling  devices ;  copper  tubing  and  sheeting  for  bollov ; 
fencing  wire;  dressed  leather  for  upholstering;  picks  and  shovels;  and 
bridge  supplies.  It  is  stated  that  on  large  orders  payment  is  made  against 
delivery  of  documents  fn  New  York,  and  that  on  small  orders  sight  draft 
with  documents  Is  preferred. 

Automobiles  and  foodstuffs.  No.  20287. — A  man  In  Dutch  Guiana  writes  that 
he  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of  ante- 
mobiles  and  foodstuffs.  Catalogues,  price  lists,  and  full  information  slionld 
be  sent. 

Hardware,  electrical  equipment,  etc.,  No,  20288. — ^A  flrm  In  Japan  writes  that 
It  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  cash  quotations  from  American  manu- 
facturers of  iron,  steel,  and  wire  hardware  products  of  all  kinds;  electrical 
equipment  and  supplies ;  razors  and  cutlery ;  window  glass ;  dyestulfs ;  and 
drugs  and  chemicals.  It  is  stated  that  the  firm  ts  not  interested  in  ma- 
chinery. For  immediate  shipment  the  firm  requires  large  quantities  of 
1}  and  2-Inch  wire  nails ;  cheap  stick  pins  )  and  1  inch  long,  In  bulk ;  and 
safety  pins.  All  payments  will  be  made  in  cash  against  documents  throngb 
New  York  bankers. 

Qroccries,  etc.,  No.  20289. — ^The  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department  <tf  Com- 
merce in  Chile  reports  that  a  man  In  that  country  desires  to  purchiwe 
American  groceries  and  packers*  provisions  direct  from  producers  and 
manufacturers.   Quotations  and  price  lists  on  standard  products  should  be 

sent. 

Thorium  nitrate  and  cerium.  No.  20290. — The  commercial  attadift  of  the  De- 
partment of  Conmierce  in  England  writes  that  a  flrm  in  that  country 
desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of  thorium 

nitrate  and  cerium. 

Automobiles  and  leather  and  rubber  goods.  No.  20291. — A  former  special  agent 
of  the  Bureau  writes  that  a  man  in  Argentina  desires  to  represent  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  of  low-priced  automobiles  and  leather  and  rubber  goods. 

Kapok,  No.  20292. — A  man  in  Mexico  writes  that  he  desires  to  be  placed  In 
touch  with  Americiin  manufacturers  using  kapok  fiber. 

Hosiery,  piece  goods,  stationery,  etc.,  No.  20293. — ^A  firm  In  India  writes  that  K 
desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  American  uianufticturers  of  hosiery,  piece 
goods,  cotton  goods,  stationery,  sundries,  boots  and  shoes,  etc. 

AutomobUc  parts.  No.  20294.— A  flrm  in  the  United  States  writes  that  It^'Mr- 
rcNpondeut  In  Denmark  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  American  manu- 
facturers of  automf^ile  parts,  such  as  motors,  axles,  windshields,  tops, 
mud  guards,  wheels,  etc.,  with  a  view  to  establishing  an  assembling  plant 
Ileference  Is  given. 

Agency,  No.  20295. — An  Amerlcon  consular  ofilcer  in  Portugal  reports  that  a 
flrm  in  his  district,  which  exports  cocoa,  coffee,  and  rubber,  delres  to  secure 
an  import  agent  in  New  York  City.  It  is  stated  that  the  flrm  also  desires 
to  represent  American  exporters  of  gomls  for  Portuguese  African  coloiUes. 
Correspon<Ience  nmy  l>e  in  English.   References  are  given. 

Sulphate  of  copper  and  drugs,  No.  20206. — A  man  in  Spain  Informs  an  American 
consular  (ifticpr  that  he  (leslres  to  purchase  laige  quantities  of  sulphate  ot 
copper  and  other  chemicals  nnd  drugs.  Correspondence  r:hoald  be  in  French 
or  Spanlslt.   References  are  fdven. 

Btreet  railway  supplies.  No.  20297. — An  American  consular  ofilcer  In  India  re- 
ports that  a  firm  in  liLs  district  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  American 
manufacturers  of  street  railway  supplies. 


washisgton:  oovbbkmskt  prikti; 

Digitized  by 


University  UBi^ArtY 


TOMmerce  reports 

TOH,   N.  J.         DAILY  CONSDLAR  AND  ntADE  REPORTS 

ISSUED  DAXLY  BY  THE  BUREAU  OF  FOREION  AND  DOMESTIC  COHUERCB 
DBPARTUENT  QF  COMUERCB 
Ftar  nfc  ^  dis  SfVcriattsdoU  of  DocimiaitH  Wadiincton,  D.  C,  U  yiJO  (Mr  jnr 

No.  50       Washington,  D.  C,  Wednesday,  March  1 


1916 


CONTENTS. 


Bmbonm  oa  ccflw  tn  Dsnnnrk  8X1 

Tsmporarv  tariff  »xmipLl<W5  to  Spain  839 

Coiubi  shlpmenM  (31 

Condition'!  In  British  frnit  trade   Kit 

liettors  to  Jamaioft  should  be  la  feiglish  8^t 

Bwl«expo:|ilon  oftoy*   8M 

nuunber  of  eommerc*  in  C«rro  d«  Pasco  S33 

Permit gnm  ed  Tor  Aleu'fan  Islaads cannery..  R3S 

Eslabfishiiui:  rheoifeal  worki  835 

'Woo  en  roe  tfstto  in  Eofiland  836 

Direct  combuntcn  In  detemlnlng  carbon  in 

I'esl   83fl 

fiamole:  on  e:ihlbitloo  in  Hew  York   837 

llanrone  e  ore  mined  In  Colon   S39 

Trade  opportunities  In  Abyasfnis  839 


^te^  fletafled  foreign-trade  itatfsMm  840 

Ele  ■trie  Ilcfhttnc  for  Arcnntlne  coliei^  841 

ArEGQtlaian  Inveocs  ne«  type  ol  wind  itaeker  642 
loQUTioi  conce-nIn7  PtiillpplQei  and  Hawaii.  843 

Value  of  Can  ti^'iprimiry  production   B<3 

Oroc'iet  CO  tim  and  yam  in  Clilna  844 

DI<in.'M:liiii!  room  (or  Vwietuelan  library  844 

Lodakh's  ir,ule  with  r*Qtrai  A.sla   845 

Ecircity  of  rennet  In  New  Zealand  846 

Re  lUlrcmentf  tor  shipping  to  WeM  Africa  84C 

Prirai  of  meJfcal  ^upnlle<  in  New  Scuth  Walei  646 
American  oon'suluoiUcer^  on  leai-eof  abaanoe.  846 

Stocks  low  in  HoQ^kon^  met^l  trade  847 

Hallway  con  itniction  In  Artmitlna  847 

Foreign  trade  oppjrtuniltei  849 


EUBASOO  07X  COFFEE  IK  BEITIKABK. 

According  to  a  telegram  from  the  American  Consul  General  at 
Copenhagen,  dated  February  26,  the  Danish  Government  has  placed 
an  embargo  on  coffee. 


TEXFOBAST  TABIFF  EXEHFTIONS  IK  SPAIN. 

[Telegram  from  American  consul  geuerAt,  Barcelona,  Feb.  28.] 

By  royal  orders  published  on  February  27,  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment has  temporarily  removed  the  customs  duties  on  unmanufac- 
tured iron  and  steel  specified  in  tariff  numbers  59  to  65,  inchisive. 

[The  products  included  in  the  above  tanff  numbers  and  the  sus- 
pended rates  of  duty  (in  pesetas  per  100  kilos)  are  as  follows:  Iron 
and  steel — bars  of  any  section,  not  polished,  even  ^Ivanized  or 
tinned,  6.40;  plates  or  sheets,  from  7.20  to  9,  according  to  thick- 
ness; plates  or  sheets,  polished,  galvanized,  perforated,  corrugated, 
etc.,  and  polished  bars,  10.30;  plates  or  sheets  coated  with  tin,  includ- 
ing tin  plate,  14;  hoop  iron  and  hoop  steel,  from  1  to  3  mm.  in  thick- 
ness and  up  to  160  mm.  in  width,  9.  (Peseta,  $0,193;  kilo,  2.2046 
pounds;  millimeter,  0.0393T  inch.)] 


COTTOK  SHIPKENT3. 


The  cotton  exported  during  the  week  ending  February  26, 1916,  at 
the  12  principal  customs  districts  of  the  Unite.!  States  follows: 
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COUDlTiOKB  IK  BBITISH  FKUIT  TRADE. 

Facts  reffarding  the  present  condition  of  the  British  fruit  trade 
~  were  brought  out  at  a  representative  gathering  in  Leeds,  England,  of 
importers,  brokers,  and  buyers  of  foreign  and  colonial  fruits.  Com- 
ment upon  those  facts  is  made  in  a  letter  from  a  Liverpool  repre* 
sentative  of  the  trade,  published  in  the  Yorkshire  Post  of  Le«is. 
The  writer  says,  in  part: 

Apples  tlie  product  of  the  United  States,  Canada,  and  Australia  suffer  on 
account  of  tlic  excessive  freights  and  lack  of  bottoms.  During  January  only 
a  few  tliousaud  barrels  of  American  and  Canadian  apples  reached  ttda  port. 
Id  spite  of  a  keen  inquiry,  a  bare  market,  and  high  valnes  ruling  here.  Under 
Dorraal  conditions  imports  would  exceed  20,000  barrels  we^y.  Last  week, 
up  to  Saturday,  only  4,000  barrels  of  apples  were  shipped  from  St  Jirfm,  Hall- 
fax,  Portland,  Boston,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia.  Th^e,  put  Into  frel^ 
measurement,  represent  6C0  tons,  the  capacity  of  a  coasting  steamer. 

Thousands  of  barrels  of  apples  In  tlie  State  of  New  York  could  be  bought 
end  brought  here  at  a  profit  of  $1.50  to  $2.40  per  barrel,  if  we  could  get  the 
freight.  All  through  the  season,  beginning  last  Septeml)er,  the  same  condi- 
tions have  more  or  less  prevailed,  us  proved  by  the  smallest  Importations,  con- 
sidering the  on  record. 

The  largest  trade  In  imported  fruits  la  in  oranges  the  product  of  Spain. 
These  are  mainly  brought  here  in  slow  and  small  bottoms,  sailing  nnd^  Span- 
hili  or  Bcandiniivian  ownership.  If  these  oranges  are  restricted,  they  will.  In 
our  opinion,  as  also  will  grapes,  be  sent  in  these  same  steamers  direct  to 
America,  for  Spain  must  naturally  find  an  outlet  for  her  producta. 


LETTERS  TO  JAMAICA  SHOUIB  BE  IS  EKQIISH. 

A  letter  received  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  State  of 
New  York  from  an  American  business  representative  in  Kingston, 
Jamaica,  emphasizes  once  more  the  need  of  correcting  serious  mis- 
takes that  are  made  by  firms  in  the  United  States,  in  communica- 
tions sent  to  the  island.  Hundreds  of  letters  soliciting  trade  in  that 
British  community  are  in  the  Spanish  language,  whUe  carelessness 
is  shown  also  in  the  lack  of  attention  to  postal  requirements.  The 
postage  to  Jamaica  from  the  United  States  is  5  cente,  but  the  writer 
says:  "Letters  come  invariably  with  2-cent  stamps,  making  tile 
addressee  pay  6  cents  surcharge." 

Complaint  is  made,  also,  that  American  business  men  do  not  take 
the  time  to  write  a  few  pleasant  things  in  their  letters,  and  ^us  fail 
to  gain  the  attention  of  persons  in  foreign  countries. 


Swiss  Exposition  of  Toys. 


The  Swiss  Legation  in  Washington  has  announced  that  an  exposi- 
tion of  toys  and  children's  playthings,  especially  arranged  for 
dealers,  will  be  held  in  Zurich  from  March  15  to  April  15.  Further 
particulars  can  be  obtained  from  the  Swiss  Foreign  Trade  Bureftn 
in  Zurich. 

The  $20,885,700  increase  in  the  capitalization  of  domestic  corpora- 
tions is  distributed  among  51  companies  and  represents  an  increase 
of  $13,934,600  over  the  preceding;  six  months.  Forty-two  corpora- 
tions decreased  their  capital  by  $13,625,800,  while  in  the  preceding 
six  months  the  amount  of  such  decrease  was  $8,106,000. 
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C3UHBEB  OF  COHliEBCE  DT  CEBBO  DE  PASCO. 

In  th«  Department  of  Junin,  the  principal  mining  district  of 
Peru,  a  chamber  of  commerce  has  been  organized,  with  neadquartere 
in  the  city  of  Cerro  de  Pasco.  The  statutes  of  the  new  organization 
have  received  the  approval  of  the  ministry  of  finance,  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  chamber  of  commerce  in  Lima,  and  are  published 
in  EI  Peruano  of  January  11.  The  purposes  of  the  chamber,  as 
stated  in  the  statutes,  are  to  promote  the  development  of  mining, 
commerce,  stock  raising,  agriculture,  and  other  industries  in  the 
Department  of  Junin. 

iBfomatlon  Serrloe. 

The  chamber  of  commerce  will  issue  reports  including  detailed 

statistics  to  the  Government  of  Peru  on  the  mining,  commercial, 
and  agricultural  activities  in  the  department.  It  will  disseminate 
Deeded  information  on  these  subjects,  on  the  commercial  laws  of 
the  coimtry,  and  on  modem  improvements.  To  this  end  it  will 
initiate  and  encourage  the  establishment  of  special  schools.  All 
the  commercial  centers  in  the  Department  of  Junin  will  be  notified 
by  the  chamber  of  commerce  in  Cerro  de  Pasco  of  the  latest  quo- 
tations on  mineral  products,  the  movement  of  foreign  exchange, 
and  prices  current  in  the  principal  markets.  A  library  will  oe 
formed  of  publications  on  mining,  commerce,  stock  raising,  and 
agriculture. 

ArliitTatlrai  Service. 

The  chamber  of  commerce  will  serve  as  an  arbitration  board,  or 
a  friendly  adjuster  of  differences,  in  any  question  which  may  be 
'  submitted  for  its  consideration,  with  the  understanding  that  persons 
presenting  disputes  will  agree  to  accept  the  decision  of  the  chamber 
nb  final. 

FEBUIT  GBANIED  FOB  ALEUTIAJT  ISLANDS  CAHHEBY. 

.  For  the  first  time  since  the  promulgation  of  Executive  order  of 
March  3,  1913,  creating  the  Aleutian  Islands  Reservation,  a  permit 
has  been  been  granted  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Com- 
merce, acting  through  the  Bureau  of  Fisheries,  for  the  construction 
and  operation  on  Unalaska  Island,  Alaska,  of  a  plant  for  the  canning 
or  salting  of  salmon  or  other  food  fishes  taken  m  the  vicinity.  This 
action  was  taken  as  a  result  of  a  petition  signed  by  109  natives  of 
Unalaska  Island,  who  declared  that  the  construction  of  a  cannery 
there  would  afford  them  a  most  advantageous  means  of  employment, 
and  at  the  same  time  the  operations  of  the  caimery  would  not  make 
such  a  heavy  demand  upon  the  runs  of  salmon  that  there  would  not 
be  enough  left  for  the  food  'requirements  of  the  natives. 

Establishing  Chemical  Works. 

Commercial  Attach^  Erwin  W.  Thompson  writes  from  The  Hague 
that  it  is  reported  that  M.  H.  Roobol,  of  Dordrecht,  the  Netherlands, 
is  organizing  chemical  works  principally  for  the  manufacture  of 
Boda  ash  and  by-products.  This  will  be  a  new  indnstiy  for  the  Neth- 
erlands, being  suggested  by  the  great  difficulties  of  impoi'ting  chemi- 
cals at  this  tune. 
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WOOLEV  BAG  TBADB  JM  EVOLASB. 

[Consul  Augustus  E.  Ingram,  Bradford,  Feb.  7.1 

The  use  of  rags  or  shoddy  in  the  heavy  woolen  district  in.  Torksbire 
was  the  subject  of  an  article  published  recently  in.  The  Yorkshire 
Observer.  The  following  are  extracts  therefrom: 

There  has  long  been  a  strong  rivalry  as  to  whlcta  of  the  towns  Yytag  betmos 

Leeds,  Bradford,  and  Huddersfleld  Is  the  center  of  the  hesTy  woolen  Inrhntry. 
There  are  Batley  folk  who  claim  that  their  town  Is  "  the  hub  of  the  unlTerBe" 
for  the  manafacture  of  fabrics  that  can  be  made  up  Into  cheap  and  serviceable 
dothlns.  So  far  as  the  woolen  rap  business  Is  concerned,  however,  there  are 
few  who  would  dispute  the  parnmount  position  of  Dewsbnry,  where  all  the 
really  important  auction  sales  of  rajcs  take  place  on  Monday,  Wednesday,  and 
Friday  In  each  week.  There  is,  of  course,  a  large  amount  of  business  done  by 
dealers  wltbont  the  intermediary  auctioneer,  and  in  this  trade  there  are  con- 
siderable trnnsnrtions  by  the  merchants  of  Batley,  Blrstall,  Ossett,  and  other 
towns  in  the  vldnlty,  as  well  as  at  Dewsbnry.  Still,  the  covnty  borooKh  easlly 
holds  pride  of  place  in  regard  to  auction  marts  for  die  disposal  of  wooloi  rags. 

Imports  of  Woolen  Rags — Large  Increase  la  Prices. 

In  normal  times  the  British  imports  of  woolen  rags  amount  to  about  60,000 
tons  per  annnm,  ond  It  is  almost  a  nc^llRlble  quantity  that  Is  not  consigned  to 
the  heavy  woolen  dhtrict.  The  quantity  accruing  from  collections  in  the 
United  Kingdom  would  be  difilcult  to  compute.  b«t  the  average  yearly  toan^ 
must  be  great  and  it  has  been  Increased  condd^bly  since  the  li^tioa  al 
values  cau.sed  by  the  war. 

Since  the  outbreak  of  war  values  have  Increased  200  to  400  per  cent,  and 
they  are  now  at  such  an  artificial  level  that  some  bosiness  men  refrain  from 
speculative  buying.  Competition  is  exceetlingly  keen,  however,  as  mast  be  tba 
case  when  tleronnd  exceeds  supply.  War  conditions  have  cut  ofT  the  liberal 
consignments  which  formerly  ciime  from  Gernmny,  Russia.  Austria,  Italy,  and 
North  European  countries  while  traasprnt  difficulties  and  oth^  factors  have 
reduced  imports  from  the  United  States— our  best  source  of  supply  for  many 
prewar  years — almost  to  vanishing  point  Therefore  all  descriptions  of  woolen 
rags  are  in  stroi^  request,  and  the  call  tor  some  Is  of  an  nniveoedatted 
character. 

"  Color  Value  "  of  Bags. 

Apart  from  a  continually  growing  scarcity  all  around,  there  are  special  causes 
for  strong  bl*1ding.  Owing  to  the  shortage  and  deamess  of  dyewares.  rngs  now 
have  an  exceptional  "color  value."  For  the  benefit  of  the  uninitiated  it  may 
be  explained  that  tnst  dyed  rngs  of  the  right  color  and  those  which  can  be 
dyed  at  the  least  cost  are  worth  fiir  Toon  money  than  they  would  be  If  any- 
thing aiiproaching  tlie  normal  quantities  of  aniline  dyes  were  obtainable^  It 
frequently  happens  that  for  the  esecntlon  of  an  order  to  which  he  is  pledged 
or  which  he  feels  bound  to  execute  as  a  matter  of  good  faith,  a  mannfncturer 
feels  compelled  to  secure  at  almost  any  price  rags  which  possess  or  will  con- 
tribute materially  to  the  color  he  needs.  As  a  consequence  values  are  still 
going  up,  and  particularly  in  the  case  of  funall  lots.  Purchases  were  made 
yesterday  at  figures  far  in  excess  of  the  real  commercial  value  of  the  goods 
even  at  this  exceptional  period. 


BIRECT  COMBUSTION  IH  BETESHIHIHa  CABBON  IN  STEEL. 

The  direct-combustion  method  for  determining  carbon  in  steel  and 
iron  has  been  tested  at  the  United  States  Bmeau  of  Standards  to 
ascertain  whether  a  higher  combustion  temperature  would  give 
higher  carbon  percentages.  The  results  of  the  work,  published  in 
Technologic  l^iper  Ko.  09  of  that  bureau,  show  that,  even  when  the 
temperature  is  above  1450°  C,  which  exceeds  the  fusirai  tem- 
perature of  the  iron  oxides  formed,  the  carbon  is  only  about  one* 
'indredtli  per  cent  hiiorher  thnn  that  obtained  by  the  direct  combua* 
1  mttUod  as  usually  practiced. 
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SAXPLES  ON  EXUIBiTiON  DT  ITEW  YOBK. 

The  sample  exhibit  room  at  the  New  York  office  of  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  room  409,  Customhouse,  will  be 
opened  to-day. 

The  opening  of  this  exhibit  room  marks  a  further  stage  in  the 
development  of  the  work  that  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  is  doing  to  assist  American  manufacturers  to  secure  specific 
and  accurate  information  in  regard  to  openings  for  American  manu- 
facturers in  foreign  markets.  The  first  collation  of  samples  to  be 
tJiown  consists  of  hardware  and  kindred  lines,  representing  the  types 
of  staple  sellers  of  English,  French,  German,  and  other  foreign 
mannfactiirers  which  have  been  selling  in  various  markets  through- 
out the  world.  The  sample  room  will  be  under  the  charge  of  Com- 
mercial Agent  P.  J.  Stevenson,  who  has  had  supervision  of  the  work 
in  classifymg  these  samples  and  in  securing  the  necessary  informa- 
tion. 

The  hardware  samples  were  collected  by  the  commercial  attaches 
of  the  Department  of  Commerce  stationed  in  the  principal  industrial 
centers  in  the  important  foreign  markets.  Approximate!}  $5,000  has 
been  spent  in  securing  these  samples,  and  they  illustrate  a  very  great 
diversification  in  the  types  of  goods  that  Enrojjean  manufacturers 
liave  been  successful  in  selling  abroad.  The  exhibit  will  represent  the 
following  groups  of  hardware  lines:  Agricultural  tools,  cutlery, 
sporting  g<^ds,  general  tools,  builders'  hardware,  harness  hardware, 
marine  nardware,  and  household  utensils. 

Conntrffl*  ttom  WUch  Samples  Were  Obtained. 

The  great  diversification  in  markets  that  these  samples  represent 
is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  present  collection  has  been  obtained 
from  England,  Russia,  the  Netherlands,  Scandinavian  countries, 
Brazil^eru,  Bolivia,  and  Uruguay.  In  addition  other  sets  of  samples 
from  France,  Italy,  Spain,  Portugal,  Belgium,  Argentina,  Chile, 
China,  Japan,  and  Australia  are  either  en  route  or  are  being  collected 
by  the  commercial  attaches  in  these  countries. 

As  the  samples  have  been  collected  with  great  care  it  is  hoped  that 
the  opening  of  the  exhibit  room  will  prove  to  be  of  especially  prac- 
tical value  to  the  manufacturers  interested  in  these  lines.  The  aim 
of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  in  opening  the 
exhibit  is  to  place  before  American  manufacturers  and  American 
exporters  complete  informaticn  in  regard  to  the  type  of  the  goods 
that  their  foreign  competitors  have  successfully  sold  in  foreign 
markets  the  world  over.  In  addition  to  the  samples  themselves,  as 
complete  information  as  possible  will  be  furnished  in  regard  to  the 
cost  price  of  these  articles  in  the  country  of  manufacture;  the  whole- 
sale selling  price  in  the  foreign  markets;  the  oversea  freight  rates 
from  the  country  of  origin  to  the  markets,  and  general  information 
in  regard  to  the  customhouse  duties  and  other  items  of  expense  con- 
nected with  placing  the  goods  in  the  market  itself.  In  addition  there 
will  be  valuable  information  in  regard  to  the  types  of  design  that 
have  proven  especially  successful. 

In  addition  to  this  information  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce  is  in  a  position  to  furnish  American  niimufacttirers 
lists  of  the  important  hardware  dealers  in  the  various  markets.  There 
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is  aldo  an  interesting  collection  of  foreign  catalogues,  which  will 
furnish  supplemental  data  to  the  American  manufacturer.  Compre- 
hensive reports  on  the  hardware  trade  in  the  world  markets  have 
also  been  secured  and  are  being  prepared  for  distribution, 
list  of  Samples  on  ExhlbitioiL 
The  following  is  a  list  of  the  hardware  and  kindred  lines  to  be 


exhibited : 

Agricultural  tools: 
Garden  tools. 
Trowels. 
Spades. 
Forks. 

Pruning  knives  and 

shears. 
Scythes. 
Bakes. 

Sickles. 

Plowshares. 
Shovels. 
Lawn  mowers.* 
Buil(ler.s'  hardware; 
Bolts,  door. 
Catches. 

Hasps  and  hinges. 
Doer  fastenera 
Locks  and  padlocks. 

Castors. 
Door  hiindles. 
Door  knobs. 
Door  <iiet'ks. 
Door  plates. 
Drawer  pulls. 
Hooks  and  hangers. 
Ventilators. 
Transom  closers. 
Cutlery : 
Clippers. 
n»7.ors. 

Knives  (pocket,  bread, 

etc.). 
Scissors  and  shears. 
Carving  sets. 
Can  openers. 
General  hardware: 
Scales  and  balances: 
Lamps  and  lanterns. 
Screws. 
Bolts. 
Nuts. 
Nalla. 
Staples. 
Rivets. 

Bells  and  gongs. 
Abrasives, 
on  cans. 


Genial  hardware — Con. 
Fencing." 

Stoves. 

Heavy  hardware" 

(Jacks,  trucks,  nui- 

chines,  castinss.  etc.). 
Brushes,  scrubbing, 

l>alnt,  etc. 
Number  outflta;  cold 

cIiiseLs,  etc. 
Harness    and  .  harness 

hardware : 
Bits. 
Stirrups. 
Saddles. 
Chains. 
Rings. 
Spurs. 
Buckles. 
Currycombs. 
D()gci>l1:\rs. 
I>os  <'tmlns. 
Whips." 
Spur  straps. 
Hanies. 
Hou^^hold  utensils: 
Meat  choppers  and 

prlnders. 
Knife  cleaners. 
Flat  irons. 
Iron  iK>ts  and  pans. 
KltrliL'n  utensils — 

Crockei-y. 

VVoodenware. 

Iron. 

Canning  ontflts. 
Marine  hardware  : 
Blocks  and  tackl& 
Rope, 
Cable. 
Chain. 

Sailor's  sewing  palms 

and  needles. 
Marlln  t^ns,  etc 
Mlscellaneons : 
Sliavlns  brushes. 
Razor  strops. 
Conl  and  twine. 
Ice  cream  freezers. 


Miscellaneous — Con. 

Samovars. 

Shaving  mngs. 
Sporting  goods : 

Bicycle  equipment  and 
supplies. 

Skis. 

Skates. 

Tennis   racquets  and 

balls. 

Foot  baits  and  bladders. 
Fishing  line,  hooks,  etc. 
Games  and  toys. 
Table  ware : 
Table  knlvesi 
Forks. 

Spoons  (tea.  table,  dev* 
seat,  sugar,  etc). 

Tools: 
Awls. 
Hammers. 
Hatchets. 
Saws. 
Chisels. 
Gouges. 
Files. 
Pliers. 
Wrenches. 
Planes. 

Draw     planes  and 

knives. 
Trowels. 
Stucco  tools. 
Braces  and  bits. 
Drills. 

Rules  and  tapes. 
Squares. 

Calipers,  mlerometCTaii 

etc. 
Putty  knlvea. 
Punches. 
Vises. 
Saw-sets. 
Soldering  irons. 
Bevds. 

Screw  drivera. 
Nippers, 
Tinner's  shears. 
Shoemaker's  tools. 


Other  Samples  to  Follow. 

It  is  not  intended  to  make  the  samples  in  New  York  the  basis  for 
a  permanent  museum,  as  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce realizes  that  the  chief  value  in  the  collection  of  samples  lies 
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in  their  immediate  use,  as  the  information  in  connection  with  these 
samples  varies  rapidly  and  changes  from  time  to  time.  The  collec- 
tion of  hardware  samples  will  be  followed  up  similar  collections 
of  other  lines.  After  the  goods  have  been  seen  m  New  York  by  the 
selling  agents  and  representatives  of  the  firms  they  will  be  forwarded 
to  the  important  production  centers  in  order  that  the  mill  superin- 
tendents and  production  managers  may  be  able  to  examine  them 
closely  and  to  decide  as  to  whether  or  not  it  is  possible  for  the 
Amencnn  plants  to  undertake  similar  manufacture. 

The  United  States  Department  of  Commerce,  through  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  is  making  every  attempt  to 
arouse  American  manufacturers  to  the  value  of  foreign  trade,  and  it 
believes  that  the  opening  of  the  sample  room  in  New  York,  together 
■with  the  distribution  of  the  samples  throughout  the  production  cen- 
ters in  this  country,  will  prove  of  practical  benefit  and  value  to  the 
manufacturers  and  business  men  here. 


UANOANESE  OEE  KnrES  XS  COIOH. 

[Constil  Jnlloa  D.  Dreher,  Colon,  Panama,  Fob.  4.] 

KecenUy  an  American  syndicate  opened  a  manganese  mine  at 
Madinga,  on  the  Gulf  of  San  Bias,  in  the  Province  of  Colon,  about 
70  miles  east  of  the  city  of  Colon.  A  trial  shipment  of  some  900 
tons  of  the  ore  has  just  been  made  to  New  York.  One  of  the  owners, 
who  acts  as  agent  for  the  syndicate,  states  that  shipments  of  1,500 
tons  a  month  can  probably  be  made  for  several  months  if  vessels  are 
available  for  that  purpose;  but  beyond  that  nothing  definite  can  now 
be  stated  r^^arding  the  development  of  the  mine.  A  wharf  at  deep 
water  has,  however,  been  built  near  the  mine,  and  if  the  supply  of 
ore  holds  out  and  it  can  be  profitably  marketed  it  is  the  purpose  of 
the  owners  to  develop  the  Madinga  mines  to  a  considerable  extent. 

[The  name  and  address  of  the  person  with  whom  to  corre^nd  pan  be  ob- 
tained at  the  Burenn  of  Foreign  and  Domestiiy*  Commerce  or  its  district  officer 
Refer  to  file  No.  72616-1   

TRADE  OFFOSTUNITIES  IS  ASYSSINIA. 

f  vice  Consul  Arthur  O.  WotBon.  Aden.  Arabia,  Jan.  27.] 

The  railway  from  Djibouti  to  Adis  Abeba,  Abyssinia,  is  rapidly 
nearing  completicn,  being  within  a  few  miles  of  Adis  Abeba.  With 
its  completion  there  sboidd  be  a  larger  market  for  American  goods. 
Some  of  the  articles  for  which  there  should  be  a  demand  are  the 
following:  Soap,  safety  matches,  hardwai-e,  cutlery,  cooking  utensils, 
carpenter's  tools,  simple  agriciiltiiral  implements,  saddles,  etc.,  horse- 
shoes, sewing  machines,  statinnery,  ink,  cotton  prints  for  women, 
oils  for  cooking  purposes,  and  religions  books  in  Arabic  and  English, 
All  goods  must  be  such  as  would  retnil  cheaply  to  the  native,  as  the 
price  is  of  greater  consideration  than  quality  at  present. 

Business  is  largely  done  through  Aden,  and  the  names  of  the  prin- 
cipal Aden  merchants  doing  this  business  arc  transmitted  [and  caa 
be  obtained  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  and 
its  district  offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  7'2944]. 
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LATEST  DETAILED  FOSETOS-TBADE  STATTSTICa 

Nearly  all  classes  of  articles  are  now  sharing  in  the  phetunneiuil 
export  trade  prosperity.  Even  lumber,  agricultora!  unplements, 
and  naval  stores  (turpentine,  etc.),  which  were  badly  hit  by  the  war 
for  many  months,  are  now  picking  up,  according  to  figures  just 
issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce.  The  onl^  important  decline  has  been  in  bread- 
stuffs,  for  which  the  more  rigid  economy  now  practiced  1^  the  non- 
combatant  populations  of  Europe  is  probably  more  or  less  respon- 
sible. 

The  more  remarkable  increases  noted  in  comparing  export  returns 
for  December,  1915,  with  December,  1914,  are  as  follows:  Explo- 
sives jumped  from  $2,200,000  to  $46,100,000;  iron  and  steel  manu- 
factures rose  from  $14,!)00,000  to  $45,800,000_;  copper  and  manufac- 
tures of  copper  more  than  doubled,  increasing  from  $7,100,000  to 
$18,100,000;  brass  and  manufactures  of  brass  increased  tenfold,  from 
$900,000  to  $9,000,000;  and  meats  doubled,  $12,700,000  to 
$25,100,000. 

Principal  Exports  and  Talae. 

The  exports  by  principal  articles  and  classes  were  as  follows  for 
December,  1014  and  1915,  and  for  the  12  months  ended  December, 

1914  and  1915: 


ArUdu  and  claaws  exported. 


D»(«mi>«r— 


UU 


12  montlu  mSbtg  Dkuh 


MS 


1«4 


AifrVuJtara!  ImflwinU. ...........  

Amiiaaia: 

Caltl*  

I'oraBB.  

Uulos  

Brvsand  maDnbctnw... ...... 

Breadatufia    

CtUTfagac 

Automobiles  

Allottwr  

ChvmkslB.  dngB,  ate  T. 

Coal  

Copper  and  manufactorea  

Cotton: 

Manufactured  

Electrical  niai'lilnery,  etc  

Explosives  

Fiber  maiiuFafturos  

FJA  and  lish  tirodiicti  

Pmitsand  nuis  

Rubber  goods  

Iron  aniTsteel  manulatrturea  

Lead  and  muiiifwvorec  irf  

Leather  boots  and  shoes  

Lrather  BUnutactures,  oUier  

U»U  

I>airy  product*  

Ksval  stores  

Oil  cake  and  oil-cake  meal  

OOb: 

lUaeral  

Veeetablo  

Paints,  ntlors,  and  vambh  

Papt'r  and  manutai  turcs  of  

Photo^ranhli-  goods  

Suear,  reuiipd  

Trmarco  manulaolitres  

Tobacco,  raw  

Wood,  lumbPT,  and  other  maDufiicturcs  

Wool  manu lac; lures  

Zinc  maau  lac  lures      


S.7I»,IKI0 
2.«».000 
S.OQO.ODD 

34.900,000 

8,400.000 
&.«00.000 

8,goo.ino 

4,400.000 
IS, 100,000 

35. 100.000 
a4D0.OW 

2,200.000 

46, 100.  aoo 

1.000.000 

i.eoo.ouo 

4.500.000 

2,ixn.wo 

45,800.000 

1,  soo.ax) 

3,400.000 
6,700,000 
2S,100,U00 
1,600,000 
900,000 
2,800,000 

12.700,000 

2,  £00, 000 
1,  lon.nio 

2,400,000 
900,00) 
4,2m),0(J0 

im,n)Q 

3,  TiiO.OOO 
5, 2f  X}.  am 

S,  OfK),  iXK) 

3,  two,  ooo 


7.40D.400 

1,100.000 

ws.ooo 

57,200,000 
4,800.000 

ixn.m 

Z  880.000 
2,800.000 
7,100,000 

49,400.000 

s.m.000 

1.600.000 
3,200.000 
700.000 
1,300.000 
4,000.000 
LfiOO.OOO 

M, mo.  000 

MO.OOO 
1,300,000 
9,SOO,000 
12,700,000 
500,000 
600,000 
4,000,000 

9,500,000 
X,  000, 000 

500,000 
1,600.000 

300,000 
2,SOO,000 

000,  too 

2.600,000 
3,000,000 
4,200,000 
2.400.000 


W,«OD,«M 

2,«I,(KI0 

94,800.000 
21.800.000 
54,800.000 
S37,SOO.O00 

111.200.000 
34,200.000 

»,4eo.ooo 

61.200. 000 

ns,  100.000 

417.000.000 

OS,  aoo.  000 

29,300.000 
1«!  onfltioo 


It,,  ill 

100 

■on 

:'.7.  71'  1  .BO 

00 

00 

1 ; ,  ■ 

POO 

'00 

< ."-  ■ ' 

m 

00 

DO 

11,  .'• 

no 

31, 

00 

l'!"."'\')CO 

11", .MO 
■!,-;".i.-iGO 

n..-'M  TO 
.  ■  »0 
■  .WO 

."i.',  ,'»00 

BO 

;jj,oi)<).*)00 


n.flo.ooi 

sn.no 

i7,fioe.on 
i.Tn.mo 
«,8oa.on 
310, 300.  on 

34.300.000 
34.200.000 

»,m«n 

54,300.000 

117, 200,  en 

843.900.000 
50,100,000 
30,000.000 
10.000.000 
lO.500.00S 

n.wuM 
20.500.  on 
12,200.  on 
u»,iioo.on 

«.4Q0.ni 

16.  TOO.  on 
si,m,m 
m.TOLm 
3,m,«n 
u,(ai,a» 
n,tjoa,m 

139,  no,  no 

H,900tn0 

ao.HKLon 
T,ao,fln 
18,2001  on 

7,000,000 

43,«Hno 
75, 000,  on 
12,  no,  on 
8,  ffio.no 


Total,  tncludinE  articles  not  cnumeratGd. 


152,  (jW,  000 


,240,lW,0n 


3, 480^  on,  on 


:^  on, 000,  on 
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Xnport  StatlfUu. 

Figures  show  that  imports  are  attain  approaching  normal,  the 
total  for  last  December  reaching  $171,800,000,  which  is  an  increase 
of  $57,100,000  over  those  of  December,  1914.  Imports  of  manufac- 
tared  goods  and  breadstuffs  are  falling  off,  but  the  increase  in  pur- 
chases of  raw  material  for  manufacturing  purposes  is  very  notice- 
able. This  is  true  particularly  of  wool,  silk,  rubber,  and  hides.  The 
total  imports  for  the  calendar  j'ear  1915  were  only  $10,000,000  below 
the  total  for  1914.  A  table  of  imports  follows: 


Articles  and  dasawi  Imported. 


Animals,  chiefly  eatU*  

ArtWOTka..  , 

BreadatTifls  

Cbemlc^  druj^s,  etc  

0»al,  bitnmtDoas  

Cocoa,  crtjde  — . 

OoRM  

Copper  in  on  

Omnw  mannlactimi  

as*-  

Miwwiftwiturwl.  ■  ............... 

EKtbtn,  itODa,-aBd  diiw  van. . . 

FartUisEars  

XanoliKtairsd  

Fbb  

Fnilta  and  nuts  

Furs  and  ntasutactum  oT  

Bats  and  hat  materials  

Hldaa  and  skills  

mdia  rnbbw  and  sobstltiites  

Iranand  stul  "■""Vtorw..  

IinHiw  and  inMiiiffcrtui'g  ot, . , . . . 

Heat  and  dabypniducta  

OQs; 

IDMrd  

VmUble  

Paper  for  tnlntliH;  

fwpei  and  miauwetur«  ef,  other. 
Pndoos stooas  (diamonds,  etc.).. 

Seeds  

SUk: 

R«w  

Uanutactund.  

I^ICM.  

^Iiits,  wioBi.  mhI  Uqucn  

HlfW  

TW. 


Tsbaoeo: 

Unmanu  brturad  

Xannfaotimd ......... . 

Tojpa  

Wood  «Dd  nuutufaftune  sS. 
Wool,  unuaBiifartuted...  ,. 
Wool  manufooturas  


Totel  Iinpwt^ 
wuDHraied.... 


Incdadlng   articles  not 


Deoambcr— 


lOls 


U,  200. 000 

1,  fm.<xo 

1,900.000 
7,300,000 
GOO. 000 
3. 200.000 
10. 700,000 
1.100,000 

2,  «00,UU 

3,600.000 

3,  a»,ooo 

£00.000 
700,000 

5,000,000 
4,7in.O0O 
1,800,000 

4,400,000 
2,IWl.i!00 
1.2U0,(I00 

n,  100, 000 
i;i,  300,000 

1,500,000 
1,800,000 
1,900,000 


700,000 
2,200,000 
1,400.000 

tXU,lK>0 
3,700,000 
2,800,000 


11,700,000 
2,*»,IK» 

SOO,000 

i,40(),eoo 

8,000,000 
1,100,000 

I,f100,D00 
£00,000 
300,000 

s,ioo,imo 

12,200,1100 
1,300,000 


171,800,000 


J911 


n,  £00.000 

1,400,000 
1,300.000 
S,  400,000 
500.000 
1,300.000 

8,9oo.r4n 

800,0)0 
1,100,000 

2,106.000 
3,700,000 
700.000 
1,300,000 

2,700,000 
4,000,000 
3,000,000 
4,000,000 

soo.coo 

1,100,000 
£,200,000 
5,500,000 
1,500,000 
1, 700, 000 
^000,000 

1,200,000 
1,800,000 
1. 100,000 
1,100,000 
700,000 
1,800,000 

4,900,000 
1,000,000 
400,000 
1,000,000 
5,900,000 
1,000,000 

1,900,000 
400,000 
800,000 

4,500,000 
GOO.fiOO 

2,200,000 


114,700,000 


13  months  ended  Decem- 


1915 


S22,30a000 
16, £00, 000 
22,200,000 
83,100,000 
4,400,000 
31,300.000 

113,800.000 
13,000.000 
30,700,000 

25,000,000 
42,200.000 
«,  700, 000 
8,000,000 

44,800,000 

99,400,000 

h;,;n'(i,ix)0 

4'>.4'i',(J00 

11,  .f'l.ino 
f,  yd  1,000 
127,400,000 
IIS,  50*1, 000 

2n,-ii)t),«oo 
iii, (100 
^J,:><X),UOO 

10,600,000 

25,000,000 
14,300,000 
10,2J0,000 
26,500,000 
37,000,000 

91,000,000 
35, 100,  ixn 
0,400,000 
12,2i»,lNN} 
179,200,1100 

i9,i)»o,uao 

21,000,000 

4, 400,  an 
4,mi,noo 
r-s,  4)0,(100 
o;>,  000,000 
17,300,000 


1,778,600,000 


1914 


taa,  400,000 

32, 100.000 
30.000.(00 
81.700.000 
3. 900,  COD 
19.  lOl.nOO 
10.. goo, 000 
12, 1U),U)0 
27,000,000 

23,100,000 
60,300.000 
9,600,000 
21,  £03,000 

40, 100,000 
74,500,000 
19,100,000 
49,800.000 
11,30(LQ00 
10,800,000 
112,300,000 
74,700,008 
000, 000 
23,200,000 
51,600,000 

11.500,000 

2S,.WO,000 
12,500,000 
15,2JO,000 
I9,M)D,O0B 
21,500,000 

89,800,000 
29,900,000 

6,  .moos 
ii(,iuN),(ai> 

13T,3IRI,U00 

i7,Mu,ooa 
S4,wo,noo 

4,70li,U0a 
8,riMi,iillO 
63,3X1,000 
St«,  3011, 000 
44, 100,000 


1,780,300,000 


Electric  lighting  for  Argentine  College. 

The  national  college  of  Catamarca  in  Argentina  is  to  have  electric 
lighting  installed  in  its  new  chemical  laboratory,  assembly  hall,  and 
other  rooms,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  4,632  paper  pesos  ($1,960), 
according  to  a  recent  executive  decree  in  the  iJoletin  Oficiol.  The 
work  will  be  done  under  the  direction  of  the  National  Diviiiion  of 
Architecture. 
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ABOENTIHIAJr  IirTEllTS  NEW  TYPE  OF  WIND  STACEEB. 


Ifost  thrashers  that  have  been  offered  for  sale  in  the  Argentine 
market  equipped  with  wind  stackers  have  this  attachment  applied 
to  the  machine  in  such  a  way  that  it  is  necessary  to  drive  it  by  means 
of  a  separate  belt.  This  requires  power,  and  the  cost  of  replacing 
the  belts  (which  last  ordinarily  only  from  15  to  30  da^s)  forms  a 
big  item  of  expense  and  one  that  can  be  entirely  eliminated.  An 
Argentinian  [whose  name  and  address  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreien  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices  by 
referring  to  file  No.  850]  has  patented  in  the  Kepublic  a  very  novel 
and  effective  stacker  that  may  be  applied  to  any  English  or  Ameri- 
can thrasher. 

This  he  attaches  to  the  cylinder  shaft  by  means  of  a  pulley.  The 
cylinder  revolving  on  its  axis  rotates  the  |>ulley,  to  wnich  a  large 
inclosed  fan  is  attached,  thereby  deriving  motive  power  direct  from  the 
cylinder  without  the  use  of  shafts  or  belts.  When  working,  the  fan, 
on  account  of  its  weight,  great  speed,  and  resulting  momentum,  is 
really  an  aid  to  the  cylinder  in  heavy  work,  after  the  manner  of  a 
heavy  flywheel.  The  current  of  air  generated  by  the  fan  is  carried 
to  the  rear  of  the  machine  through  a  long  steel  tube  into  which  the 
straw  is  emptied  after  the  grain  has  been  separated,  and  is  blown  out 
through  another  long  tube  that  has  both  lateral  and  horizontal  ad- 
justments so  that  it  can  be  placed  in  any  position  for  good  work,  de- 
pending on  the  condition  of  the  straw  and  the  direction  and  force 
of  the  wind. 

Ettotenoy  of  Staokeis-Prloe  and  Terms — TrospectlTe  Develt^pmettt  of  Bnsiiieii. 


seasons  and  shows  no  signs  of  wear.  In  order  to  demonstrate  that  it 
possesses  the  requisite  j>ower,  the  operator  threw  a  bag  of  old  shoes, 
small  stones,  and  rubbish  into  the  tube,  and  this  was  thrown  out 
onto  the  straw  stack  as  easily  as  so  much  straw.  A  quantity  of  wheat 
was  then  thoroughly  soaked  with  water  and  run  through  the  sepa- 
rator. The  staclrer  handled  it  perfectly.  Applied  to  a  cylinder  com 
sheller  for  the  purpose  of  stacking  the  cobs  m  a  shed  some  distance 
away,  the  stacker  did  the  work  in  a  wholly  satisfactory  manner. 

The  inventor  has  marketed  100  of  these  attachments  during  the 
past  four  years,  each  having  been  sold  at  retail  for  $500  United 
States  currency.  If  sold  throiifrli  denlei's,  the  discount  given  the 
dealer  was  15  per  cent,  with  an  :uMiti(iniil  discount  of  5  per  cent  for 
cash  in  30  days,  or  tlircc  luontlis  net.  Dealers  and  farmers  speak  in 
high  terms  of  the  niacliine  and  are  perfectly  satisfied  with  it. 

Manufactitring  can  be  carried  on  in  Argentina  only  under  very 
great  difficulties,  and  the  inventor  would  like  to  make  arrangement, 
with  some  manufacturer  to  build  the  machine  as  an  accessory.  State- 
ments of  men  whose  experience  qualifies  them  to  judge  of  the  merits 
of  this  attachment  lead  the  writer  to  believe  that  a  considerabte 
volume  of  business  could  be  done  with  the  stacker.  If  any  manu- 
facturer not  now  using  a  stacker  Avere  to  equip  his  macliine  with  this 
attachment,  it  is  thought  that  he  could  worK  up  a  very  profitable 
trade. 


[Special  Agent  Frank  H.  Von  Hoti,  Bnenos  Aires,  ArgenUna.! 


The  writer  saw  a  stacl^ 
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The  inventor  will  be  pleased  to  send  full  information  regarding 
his  stacker  to  anyone  soliciting  it.  Corre^ndence  should  be  in 
Spanish. 

OTUnder  Corn  Bbellerf — Split  Beariitcr  Boxes. 

There  is  a  tendency  in  Argentina  to  do  away  with  spring  com 
shellers  entirely  and  substitute  cylinder  shellers  with  a  capacity  of 
80  to  90  sacks  of  shelled  corn  per  hour.  The  American  manufacturer 
of  com  shellers  has  only  to  build  a  compact  cylinder  sheller,  with 
cylinder  cage  and  all  working  parts  accessible,  with  belt  drive 
wherever  possible,  and  apply  one  of'  the  above-described  wind 
stackers  for  handling  the  cobs;  he  will  then  have  a  machine  that  will 
find  a  ready  sale  in  all  parts  of  Argentina.  Machines  must  be 
adapted  to  handle  small  corn  and,  if  possible,  should  be  fitted  with! 
zinc  in  place  of  wire  screens  for  cleaning  purposes.  Any  shaft  bear- 
ing boxes  should  be  made  in  two  halves,  since  Argentine  farmers 
have  to  pay  a  high  price  for  repairs  and  will  not  buy  a  whole  new 
bearing  dox  when  only  the  lower  side  is  worn  out.  This  feature 
should  receive  careful  attention.  The  writer  has  known  purchasers 
who  could  not  be  induced  to  purchase  very  good  machines,  because 
of  the  fact  that  they  were  not  equipped  with  split  bearing  boxes. 


ivouiRiES  coNCEBinna  FHiiippnrES  aitd  hawazi. 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  suggests  to  indi- 
viduals or  firms  interested  in  commercial  and  industrial  conditions 
in  the  Philippine  Islands  and  JIawaii  that  inquiries  they  may  wish 
to  make,  whether  connected  with  articles  appearing  in  Commerce 
Beforts  or  not,  be  addressed  in  the  first  instance  to  the  Bureau  in 
Washington,  D.  C,  rather  than  to  the  Bureau's  correspondents  in 
these  places.  The  Bureau  will  answer  such  inquiries  as  far  a» 
possible  from  information  in  its  own  files,  or  in  those  of  the  Bui*eau 
of  Insular  Affairs  of  the  War  Department;  and,  in  case  this  does  not 
serve  the  purpose,  will  see  that  they  are  promptly  referred  to  the 
offices  in  these  islands  that  are  in  position  to  supply  the  information. 
As  the  Government  offices  in  Washington  will  be  able  to  answer 
many  of  the  inquiries,  this  method  will  result  in  a  considerable  sav- 
ing of  time. 


VAIITE  OF  CAVADA*S  FBnEART  FROBTTCTIOK. 

[Htmetftcy  Tlin«  of  Canada,  nanual  nnmber,  Jan.  7.] 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  production  of  Canadian 
field  crops,  forests,  mines,  and  fisheries  during  the  last  eight  years: 


Yean. 


Field  crops. 


Forests. 


Mines. 


Fisheries. 


Total. 


1903 
ISM 
1910 

mi 
vm 
im 

UL4 

ms 


1433,534,000 
532.992.000 
396.G33.000 
£97. 921, 000 
&i7,343.00D 
652.771.000 
B3S.«t2.000 
788,919,000 


$160,000,000 
106,000,000 
108.000.000 
170,600,000 
IS2. 31)0.  CXX) 

177,1 20. noo 
176,072.000 
175,000,000 


tt«,M7,000 
91.831,000 
106,  (too 

103.  miw 

]33.f1H,(«0 

H4,rai.ooo 

138,^02.000 
128,000,000 


(25,400.000 

20. 629.  noo 
2B.  K.\  (100 

33,mr4)0 
31.201.000 
31,250,000 


1703,  .w,  noo 

816,374,000 

7oi.os.i,ooa 

001. 709, 000 
9n9,3--R,  noo 

907.aii,noo 

973, 3W).  000 
1, 123, 109,  OOD 
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CBOCHET  COTTON  AHD  YARN  Iff  GHIRA. 

tCoBsnl  Neleoo  Trosler  Johne^n,  Cbangsbi,  Jan.  7.1 

Tlie  Chinese  Maritime  Customs  returns  for  1914  show  that  there 
were  imported  into  Chnngsha  in  that  year  4,933  pounds  of  cotton 
thread  in  balls,  vahied  at  $2,103  gold,  as  contrasted  with  38,667 
pounds,  value  $17,096,  in  1913,  and  3,067  pounds,  value  $1,413,  in 
1912.  The  thread  is  mostly  of  Japanese  origin,  wound  in  balle 
weighing  15  grams  (0.53  ounoe)  each.  Around  each  ball  is  a  paper 
band  laoel  bearing  the  "chop"  or  brand  name  of  the  thread. 
Chinese  mills  are  also  turning  out  thread  for  this  market,  but  the 
Chinese  thread  does  not  have  the  luster  of  the  Japanese.  These 
threads  retail  at  the  present  time  for  approximately  2^  cents  U.  S. 
currency  per  ball.   All  colors  are  sold,  including  variegated  thread. 

Woolen  or  worsted  yam  has  been  imported  to  a  large  extent  from 
Germany.  It  is  sold  by  weight  at  approximately  9  to  12  cents 
U.  S.  currency  per  Chinese  ounce  (1  Chinese  ounce  equals  1^ 
ounces  avoirdupois).  All  colors  are  in  demand.  In  1912  Changsha 
imported  from  all  countries  55,733  pounds  of  woolen  "and  worsted 
yam  and  cord,  valued  at  $33,948:  in  1913,  57,500  pounds,  value 
$34,529;  in  1914,  39,733  pounds,  value  $23,105. 

These  goods  are  retailed  to  the  public  at  Changsha  and  throughout 
Hunan  Province  by  Chinese  merchants,  who  purchase  their  stocks 
through  the  foreign  commission  houses  at  Hankow  and  Shanghai. 
A  few  of  these  foreign  firms  maintain  agencies  at  Chang^a. 
Cotton  Tarn  for  Weaving. 


There  is  also  a  considerable  market  here  at  Changsha  for  cotton . 
yarn  for  weaving  purposes.  The  following  quantities  of  this  article 
were  imported  into  Changsha  during  the  years  1910-1914: 


CottoQ  yam. 

1910 

1«11 

1913 

1913 

I9U 

Powndi. 
2.000 
201,200 
2,700.400 

Pounds. 

Ptmndt. 
13,200 

9,250.267 

PoumdM. 

33.200 
2S.000 
7,953.933 

Povndt. 
19.200 
S.200 
7,739.467 

230.009 
4,129,467 

The  Japanese  manufacturers  have  material  advantages  in  market- 
ing their  yarns  owing  to  the  nearness  of  their  mills  to  the  Chinese 
consumers.  The  Chinese  mills  at  Shanghai  are  also  supplying  a 
large  part  of  the  demand,  but  no  statistics  of  the  extent  of  this  trade 
lire  available.  Tliere  is  being  erected  here  at  Changsha  a  spinning 
mill  with  50,000  spindles.  Work  on  the  building  is  under  way,  but 
it  is  impossible  to  say  when  it  will  be  finished  and  the  mill  running. 

[In  connection  with  tlic  forcfiolnj;  report  Consul  Jolinson  forwnrded  samples 
of  Chinese  and  JnpnneEe  cotton  thread  and  German  yam;  these  may  he  in- 
Biiected  by  interested  niiiuufacturcrs  and  exporters  at  the  Bureau  of  Furelgu 
and  DouiCRtlc  Commerce  and  Un  dlsti-lct  ofliccs  uiiou  asking  for  file  Ho.  72502.] 


Disinfecting  Room  for  Veneznelan  Library. 

In  the  buikling  occupied  by  the  national  library  of  Venezuela  in 
Caracas,  a  special  inside  structure,  or  room  with  a  stove,  is  to  be 
inptrtllod  for  the  jjurpose  of  disinfecting  the  library  books.  The  in- 
stallation, which  is  ordered  by  the  Minister  of  Public  Worlcs  in  the 
Gaceta  Ofieial  of  January  21,  will  be  in  charge  of  the  chief  engineer 
-■f  the  Kcdt'ial  District. 
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Trj^TiATTTni  TBADE  WITH  GESTRAL  ASIA. 

According  to  figares  presented  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  British 
'(Government)  Board  of  Trade  Journal  the  trade  of  Ladakh  in  the 
years  ended  March  31^  1914  and  1915,  amounted  to : 


Imports  and  exports. 

Tndewltb  Tibet. 

Trade  with 
ChtDeae  Turkestan. 

ms-u 

1914-15 

1913-14 

1914-U 

1114,163 

G0.SS5 

n.m 

S433,S8S 
G23,V44 

170,026 

967,213 

804, ass 

Ladakh  is  a  country  of  Asia,  included  in  the  State  of  Kashmir. 
The  people  are  mostly  Tibetans.  The  soil  is  sterile  and  the  cUmatft 
severe,  bu^  the  protected  mountain  sides  are  cultirbted  and  yield 
wheat,  barley,  and  buckwheat  Apples,  apricots,  the  mulberry,  wal- 
nut, grape,  and  tobjtcco  are  also  cul^avatea.  The  country  is  a  great 
source  of  supply  of  the  wool  used  in  the  manufacture  of  Kadhmir 
shawls. 

As  the  foregoing  figures  show,  the  import  trade  with  Tibet  was 
normal  during  the  >ear  under  review,  the  small  decline  being  due 
to  a  falling  off  in  salt  and  brick  tea. 

The  decreased  value  of  the  imports  into  Ladakh  from  Chinese 
Turkestan  was  chi^y  due  to  the  collapse  of  ihe  chants  market. 
Gharas  is  a  drug  prepared  from  hemp,  and  the  value  of  Ladakh's 
imports  thereof  m  1914-15  was  but  $122,346,  as  against  $181,388  in 
1913-14. 

Imports  into  Ladakh  of  raw  silk  fell  from  $158464  in  1913-14 
to  $135,673  in  1914-15.  As  to  imports  of  raw  wool  from  Tibet,  the 
value  was  $60,356,  as  against  $54,817  in  1913-14;  imports  from 
Chinese  Turkestan,  however,  decreased  from  $6,182  to  $1,845. 

The  export  trade  with  Tibet  increased,  owing  to  the  sending  of 
large  quantities  of  fm\t  and  grain.  There  was  also  a  significant 
rise  in  the  amount  )f  treasure  exported  to  Tibet;  the  opening  of  a 
large  new  mint  at  Lassa  appears  to  have  led  to  a  great  demand  for 
silver  and  a  rise  of  nearly  50  per  cent  in  its  price.  Exports  to 
Chinese  Turkestan  showed  losses  principally  under  the  headings  of 
£iiro{>can  and  Indian  cotton  piece  goods,  paints,  dyes,  and  European 
silk  piece  goods. 

SCABdTT  OF  BEinVET  DT  HEW  ZEALAin). 

rConsol  General  Alfred  A.  Wlnslov.  Auckland.  Jnn.  21.] 

There  is  a  prospective  shortage  of  rennet  supply  in  New  Zealand 
and  a  move  is  on  foot  among  dairv  interests  to  gather  up  all  the  local 
raw  material  and  prepare  it  in  this  country. 

Before  the  war  practically  the  entire  supply  of  rennet  came  from 
Europe,  and  now  that  supply  is  almost  entirely  cut  off. 

This  is  an  important  item  to  the  dairy  interests  of  this  country, 
and  it  might  be  well  for  American  interests  to  enter  these  markets. 

[A  list  of  clenlers  In  a  position  to  hamlto  tlitw  ffooda  In  New  Zcniand  ciin  l>e 
obtaiaed  at  the  Burenu  of  t'oreign  and  Duiuestic  Commerce  or  its  district 
offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  72890.] 
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BEftDIXEKUNTS  FOB  HUU*Fllia  TO  WESI  APBIG&. 

[TlM  Conml  Barry  A.  UcBrldc,  Bonuu  Konio,  Dee.  81.] 

A  list  of  mles  fliat  should  be  observed  by  firms  about  to  ship 
merchandise  to  West  Africa  has  been  brought  to  the  attention  of 
British  exporters,  and,  as  practically  all  American  merchandise  for 
West  Africa  has  to  be  tnmsshipped,  these  rules  are  of  interest  to 
manufacturers  in  the  United  States. 

It  was  suggested  to  the  British  shippers  that  no  goods  be  dis- 
patched— (ifuntil  it  has  been  ascertained  that  they  can  be  received 
for  shipment;  (2)  until  Government  licenses  have  been  obtained  for 
any  goods  prohibited  for  export;  (3)  until  the  necessary  full  and 
detailed  information  required  by  the  customs  authorities  can  be  sup- 
plied in  advance,  to  enable  the  goods  to  be  pre-entered;  that  ship- 
pers should  themselves  ascertain  what  information  is  needed  for 
this  purpose;  that  technical  terms  should  not  be  used;  (4)  in  the  case 
of  bonded  goods,  care  should  be  taken  to  see  that  dispatches  are  sent 
forward  at  the  same  time  as  the  goods,  and  also  uiat  the  correcfc 
marls  and  rotation  numbers  should  be  stated  on  the  dispatches; 
(5)  all  igoods  should  be  correctly  described  on  railway  consignment 
notes  or  shipping  notes  (such  description  to  agree  with  that  given 
on  advices  and  invoices),  as  otherwise  the  customs  authorities  stop 
them,  and  there  will  be  serious  delay  and  consequent  short  shipment 


FBICES  OF  MEDICAL  SUFFUES  IN  ITEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

The  New  South  Wales  Government  Gazette  of  January  7,  1918, 
gives  a  list  of  prices  for  medicines,  druggists*  sundries,  instruments 
and  surgical  appliances  and  surgical  dressings,  accepted  by  the 
Government  stores  supply  committee  for  the  fii^  six  months  of  the 
current  year,  together  with  the  names  of  the  suppliers  to  whom  con- 
tracts have  been  awarded. 

Commercial  Attach^  William  C.  Bowns,  at  Melbourne,  ha6  sent 
a  copy  of  the  list,  which  may  be  of  use  to  American  manufacturers 
of  medicines  and  druggists'  supplies,  who  wish  to  have  their  goods 
included  in  the  specifications  for  the  last  six  months  of  the  year. 

[The  list  mentioned  may  be  Inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Gcnnmerce  or  Its  district  offlces.  Uefer  to  file  No.  1108.] 


AHEBICAK  GOITSnLAB  OFFICERS  OK  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Name. 

Post 

Explra- 
UoD  of 
venue. 

Addms. 

yrmn,  Etheibot  

BradteTjWUUuiHarriaon... 

TaSioka,  Taiwan  

N1b(^  PallSiOntarlo. 

War.  11 
Apr.  I 
Mar.  1 
Apr.  4 

1031  ninum  Street.  Phllodelphls.  P». 
IQTf)  Wnt  8bth  StrvetLClevelBiid,  Ohia 
Department  at  8tatr.washinRtoii.D.a 
CaatoiT  Clah,  7  West  «9d  8tmC.  Mnr 
York  City. 
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STOCKS  LOW  nr  hovceeohg  ketai  trade. 

(Conanl  Ctemml  Owrge  K  ABflenDm,  Hoa^eag,  Cbltu,  Jan.  3.] 

The  trade  in  metals  in  Hongkong  during  1915  was  one  of  decided 
profit  to  dealers,  by  reason  of  the  steady  and,  in  some  cases,  rapid 
rise  in  prices  of  all  lines.  The  volume  of  trade  was  gi'eatly  restricted, 
both  because  of  the  generally  depressed  ctmditions  in  South  Qiina 
and  particularly  because  of  the  high  freight  rates  that  obtained,  espe- 
cially during  the  closing  months  of  the  year.  There  has  been  in- 
creased activity,  however,  in  some  lines  of  industry,  such  as  ship- 
building and  Imidred  trades,  and  in  the  last  few  months  of  the  year 
there  was  a  marked  development  of  demand  for  some  items  on  the 
metal  list.  Stocks  in  the  colony  have  all  but  disappeared. 

Chinese  Dealen  Waited  for  lower  Prices. 

In  line  with  their  usual  custom  when  prices  run  high  for  any  line 
of  goods,  Chinese  dealers  have  held  off  from  purchases,  in  the  hope  of 
lower  prices.  As  a  rule  the  Chinese  dealers  in  South  Chin.a  fail  to 
realize  the  effect  of  the  war  in  Europe  upon  all  lines  of  trade,  and  do 
not  appreciate  the  fact  that  the  prices  of  many  kinds  of  goods  have 
advanced  permanently.  This  is  particularly  true  of  the  trade  in 
metals.  There  have  been  small  purchases  until  within  the  past  few 
months.  In  the  closing  months  of  the  year  there  was  almost  a  scurry 
for  cover,  and  orders  were  ru^ed  in  only  to  be  met  in  many  cases 
with  a  statement  that  they  could  not  be  filled,  either  because  of  th» 
sold-out  condition  of  European  and  American  mills,  or  because  of 
the  inability  of  sellers  to  secure  freight  space  for  monUis  to  come. 


BAILWAT  COHSTSTICTION  IN  AKOENTINA. 

The  extension  or  improvement  of  various  parts  of  the  railway 
system  of  Argentina  is  specifically  authorized  in  four  executive 
decr^  publi^ed  in  a  recent  number  of  the  Boletfn  Oficial.  A 
branch  line  to  Aminga  from  the  station  Aymogasta  on  the  Ai^ntine 
Northern  Railway  is  to  be  constructed  at  a  cost  of  100,000  paper 
p^os  ($42,460).  At  the  station  Cebollar,  also  on  the  Northern  line, 
pipe  lines  are  to  be  installed  to  furnish  the  necessary  supply  of  water. 
On  the  Central  Northern  line,  switching  connections  and  signal  and 
safety  apparatus  are  to  be  in^lled  at  the  stations  of  Laguna  Paiva, 
General  Pinedo,  and  Urundel.  A  special  sidetrack  is  to  be  placed  at 
the  station  of  Tilquicho  on  the  Buenos  Aires  and  Pacific  Railway. 


Distriet  OlBeet  of  the  Bureau  of  foreign  and  Domestio  Commeroe. 

Sew  Turk,  Koom  M9  Vnited  8tftt«  Cvstomhoiise;  Boston,  etshteentta  Hoor 
Vnlted  States  Cnstonliovse:  Ohleaso,  S04  Federal  Bulldlngr;  St.  Louis,  40S  Third 
Vational  Bank  Building*;  Atlanta,  821  Post  Office  Building;  Kew  Orleans.  1020 
Elbemla  Bank  Bnlldlng;  San  Francisco,  306  United  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
9^  Alaska  Bnllding*.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
meroe; Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  Jliw  Orleans  &  Texas 
Faelfie  By.  Co.,  Cincinnati;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  BoarA 
of  Commerce;  ThiladelpLia,  Chamber  of  Oommeree;  South  Amerleaa  J«ent> 
Southern  By.  Co.,  diattanooga,  Tenn. 
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FOBEIOH  TRADE  OFPOBTUIHTIES. 

Reflcrred  fiddreseea  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bareav  and  lt«  dlstrtet  oM««a.  RconcM 
,      for  each  opportaatt;  sboald  be  on  a  separate  sheet  aod  the        nunber  sivcn. . 

Oak  glares.  No.  20298.— An  American  consular  officer  In  Portagol  r^rts  that 
a  firm  In  his  distrit  t  Is  In  the  maricet  for  large  quantities  of  oak  Btaves  for 
wine  casks.  It  is  stated  that  cash  will  be  paid  against  documents.  Cor- 
respondence may  be  in  English. 

Drugs,  No.  20299. — A  flrin  fn  Kussia  Informs  an  American  consular  officer  tbat 
it  desires  to  purchase  all  kinds  of  drugs. 

Baskets,  No.  20300. — An  American  con.suIar  officer  in  Canada  rqwrta  that  a  num 
In  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  American  manufacturers 
and  exporters  of  5-pound  tin-top  baslcets  for  »ise  In  shipping  tomatueat,  plums, 
peaches,  etc.    Reference  is  given. 

General  merchandise,  No.  20301. — A  man  In  Spain  Informs  an  American  con- 
sular officer  that  he  desires  to  establish  coramerclal  relations  with  Anierl- 
ain  exporters  of  general  merchandise.  The  man  also  desires  to  exiwrt 
Spanish  goods  to  the  United  States.  References  are  given.  Gorre^wndenco 
may  be  In  English. 

Electrical  supplies,  agricuJtural  machinery,  etc..  No.  203CS. — An  American  con- 
sular.officer  In  Italy  reports  that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  reiH-esent 
American  manufticturers  and  exporters  of  electrlral  supplies,  agricultural 
machinery,  lard,  and  canned  meats.   Corret^ndence  should  be  lu  Italian. 

ChemictUs,  mill  supplies,  etc.  No.  20303. — ^An  American  consular  oRlcer  In  India 
writes  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  American 
manufacturers  of  chemicals  for  cotton  mills,  and  mill  supplies.  The  firm 
also  desires  to  communicate  with  Americnu  Importers  of  asl>estos,  mica, 
graphite,  and  "  puari,"  a  grain  substitute  for  coffee.    Iteference  Is  given. 

Felt  forma  for  teamen's  hats,  etc..  No.  20304. — An  American  consular  officer  In 
Nonvny  rep<»rts  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  samples  of  feit 
forms,  unstliTenod,  for  women's  hats.  Sumples  may  be  In  black  or  white, 
but  dyeing  cards  should  show  other  colors,  if  possible.  It  Is  stated  that 
tlie  stock  should  arrive  not  later  than  April.  Information  is  also  desired 
relative  to  chemicals  for  bleucliing  and  cleaning  ^raw  and  Panama  hats. 
Correspondence  may  be  In  English.  Quotations  should  be  f .  o^  b.  New  York. 
Reference  is  given.  Hauiples  of  satisfactory  stock  have  been  forwarded 
and  on  receipt  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices. 

Typeicriters,  pencUs,  needles,  etc..  No.  2030S. — A  man  In  France  Informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  he  Is  In  the  market  for  knit  goods,  Inex- 
penslvti  typewriters,  pencils,  needles  of  all  kinds,  and  paper  of  ail  kinds. 
Reference  is  given. 

Enielopes  and  tcriting  pads.  No.  20306. — An  American  consular  offleer  In  Eng- 
land reports  tliut  a  firm  in  liis  district  desires  to  be  pliiced  In  touch  with 
American  mnnufficturers  of  envelopes  and  writing  pads  of  alt  kinds,  with 
a  view  to  purchasing  large  quantities  of  this  material. 

Machinery,  notifm.t,  etc..  No.  20307. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Argentina 
writes  that  a  num  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  quotations, 
and  full  information  from  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  clieml- 
cal  substautvs,  both  natural  and  synthetic,  for  making  perfumes;  lace- 
niaking  and  embi'oldery  machinery ;  buckles,  brooches,  pins,  etc.,  for  mil- 
linery purposes ;  and  similar  notions.  Correspondence  should  be  In  Spanish 
or  French.   References  are  given. 

8ulpJiatc  of  copjKr,  and  sulphur.  No.  20308. — A  man  In  Portugal  Informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  he  Is  in  the  market  for  the  irameillate  ship- 
ment of  100  tons  each  of  sulphate  of  copper  and  sulphur  for  use  on  grape- 
vines. It  is  stated  that  the  man  tuis  opened  credit  in  New  York  and  pjiys 
against  docuiitcnts.  Quotations,  by  cable,  c.  1.  f.  destination,  addres.*!ed  la 
cure  of  the  consulate,  ai-e  desiml.  If  f.  o.  b.  New  York  quotations  are  uiade^ 
the  cost  of  freight  and  Insurance  to  destination  should  be  stated.  Corre- 
spondence may  l)e  In  English. 

Umltinery,  No.  2OiIO0. — A  spoclnl  agent  of  the  Bureau  reports  that  a  man  In 
Jamaica  desiros  to  communicate  with  American  manutecturers  of  snutU 
decorticating  nuicldncs  for  use  In  stripping  henequoi,  or  idsal  lien^ 
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CONTBKTB. 

German  prohibition  of  certsfn  fmporto   849     Bhfpn  admitted  to  Amerlean  reetstry   8S7 

A  row  loon  draftf  at  a  premium  In  Oreaoa          840     llovemant  ot  coal  and  oolce   858 

Yorlnhire  uricultorai  show   849     Commercial  reiattoni  with  Nonrar  859 

Bteamboat  mspactarK  raNtorad  to  dnty  SflO     Tasmania's  bnltdinK  operation^  slacken  MO 

Foal  (or  IniemaJ-oambtutloa  anginas  to  Argeo-  American  consalar  ofQoera  on  leave  o[  absenoe.  860 

tina   861     Ifore  American  eoods  lor  Uancliuria   800 

Spanisb  water-pipe  specifications  851  Plants  brought  from  China  for  American  use. .  ffil 

No<B«  from  Nortnwest  Indt^   853     BriUxb  Columbia  coal  pmducilon   861 

Bpatnoffersforeimbiddersbettar opporttmltlas  853     >  esultsofforeien  tradeopportonlrfei   Ul 

XAncashire  cotton  trade                              853  Blousfti,  boa'«e  dresses,  and  Kiru  in  Great 

iMkaea  ot  current  from  electric  railways  854       Britain   863 

Olav  botiles  in  Yorlcshire  8S6     Wood  (or  etcar  boxes   863 

Brllisb  Columbia  railway  notes   b67     Foreign  trade  opportunitiei   tU 

G£BHA3f  FBOHIBmOH  OF  GEBTAIN  DEPORTS. 

[Cablegram  from  American  ambas-^ador,  Berlin,  Feb.  28.1 

An  ordinance  published  February  26, 1916,  prohibits  until  further 
notice  the  importation  into  Germany  of  certain  articles  of  luxury, 
the  following  being  among  the  large  number  of  articles  specified: 
Certain  fruits,  champagne,  certain  clothing,  furriers'  goods,  ma- 
chinery and  tools,  inclumng  typewriters,  adding  machines,  and  sew- 
ing machines. 

AMEBICAH  DRAFTS  AT  A  FREUIIJH  Ut  GREECE. 

[Prepared  in  the  American  consulate  general  at  Athens,  Jan.  25.] 

Since  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war  Greek  banks  have  paid 
more  for  American  drafts  or  bank  notes  than  for  American  gold. 

This  is  principally  due  to  the  prohibition  of  exportation  of  gold  by 
the  Greek  Government.  Even  were  this  not  the  case,  it  is  probable 
that  gold  would  still  be  less  in  demand  here  at  the  moment  than 
paper,  owing  to  the  excessive  freight  rates  and  insurance  premiums 
throughout  the  world  and  to  the  relative  bulk  of  gold.  Bank  notes 
therefore  bring  better  prices,  and  drafts  still  more.  This  is  due  to 
the  ease  with  which  bank  notes  and  drafts  can  be  sent  to  the  United 
States;  the  latter  can  be  sent  by  registered  mail. 

A  prominent  local  bank  buys  $100  in  gold  at  5.14  drachmas  to  the 
dollar,  bank  notes  at  5.18  drachmas,  ancTdrafts  at  5.21  drachmas. 

TORESHIBE  AGRKnaTURAI  SHOW. 

[Consul  Homer  U.  Bylngton,  Leeds,  England,  Feb.  S.] 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Yorkshire  Agricultural  Society 
held  in  York  on  February  3,  it  was  decided  not  to  hold  the  annual 
Yorkshire  Show  this  year.  The  decision  was  brought  owing  to  the 
inability  of  the  associated  railway  companies  to  undertake  the  addl- 
tional  work  involved.  However,  it  is  hoped  that  arrangements  will 
l>e  made  for  a  demonstration  of  agricultural  motor  appliances  similar 
to  those  held  in  Scotland  and  York  in  1915,  at  both  of  which  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  were  well  represented. 

2W90<>~1S  849 
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STEAUBOAT  ZHSFEGTOBS  KESTOBED  TO  HVTY. 

Secretary  Ked6e1d  has  made  public  the  following  letters  relative 
to  the  acquittal  by  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
Western  District  of  Michigan,  Southern  Division,  of  Robert  Reid  and 
Charles  C.  Ecklilf,  steamboat  inspectors  at  Grand  Haven,  Mich.,  in 
connection  with  the  Kastland  disaster.  The  letter  to  Mr.  Reid,  who 
is  local  inspector  of  hulls,  follows: 

My  Deab  Snt :  In  view  of  your  complete  exon^ratloa  by  the  decision  rendered 
February  18,  191fl,  by  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  fbr  the  Western 
District  of  Michigan,  Southern  Division,  I  have  Instructed  the  supervising 
insi)ector  general  of  the  Steanibont-Insiiectioo  Service  to  restore  you  to  duty, 
rank,  and  pay,  with  accumulated  pay  during  the  period  of  your  euspension. 

I  am  uot  only  glad  to  have  this  painful  matter  ended  In  a  way  so  satisfactxtry 
to  yourself  and  so. agreeable  to  the  honorable  service  of  which  you  are  a  part, 
but  I  must  also  take  this  opportunity  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  patient 
and  manly  way  In  which  you  have  borne  the  serious  burden  of  unjust  and 
bitter  attack  which  was  without  your  fault  wrongly  imposed  upon  you.  In 
particular  you  are  to  i>e  commendeil  for  your  courageous  course  at  the  time  of 
the  bearing  in  Chicago  in  testifying  voluntarily  at  that  hearing  and  In  sub- 
mitting of  your  01^11  free  will  to  examination  by  the  solicitor  of  this  dei>art- 
meut  nnd  myself  and  to  crosa-examinatiou  by  six  other  iMjrsons,  among  them 
an  assistant  to  the  State's  attorney.  You  were  duly  warned  thiit  it  was  not 
necessary  for  you  to  testify  under  the  circumstances,  for  you  were  at  the  time 
under  arrest  by  the  State  auOiorltlea  of  IlUnoIs  and  were  told  that  your  testi- 
mony might  be  used  against  you  In  the  trial  you  had  then  reason  to  expect. 
Despite  this  fact  and  although  you  had  not  cimsulteil  counsel,  you  exprMsed 
your  willingness  to  testify  and  did  so,  enduring  for  a  day  and  a  half  as  seard^ 
ing  examination  as  eight  persons,  four  of  them  lawyers,  could  bring  upon  yon. 

I  conjpliment  you  upon  the  courage  with  which  you  submitted  to  this  test 
nntl  upon  the  success  with  which  you  endured  It,  and  trust  that  your  restora- 
tion to  duty  with  your  complete  acquittal  will  be  In  some  measure  a  recomjtense 
for  your  troubles.  How  much  le.s8,  after  all,  have  your  burdens  been  than  tlxey 
have  had  to  endure  wiio  were  liereuved  in  the  disaster  to  the  Eastland. 

The  letter  to  Mr.  Eckliif,  who  is  local  inspector  of  boilers,  follows: 

Mt  Deab  Sib:  Togettier  with  your  associate  local  inspector  you  came  voion- 
tarlly  to  Chicago  shortly  after  the  sad  and  d^lorable  Batttaml  disaster  to 
give  the  fullest  po^lble  Information  to  the  public  conceruing  that  matter. 

You  and  he  were  there  arrested  and  subjected  to  the  ignominy  of  being  brouf^t 
handcutfed  into  a  public  hearing.  Since  that  time  the  matter  has  been  heanX 
by  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  Western  District  of  Michigan, 
Southern  Division,  and  by  decision  rendered  February  18  you  have  both  been 
completely  exonerated.  It  has  been  a  pleasure  to  restore  you  to  duty  with  full 
rank  and  pay. 

I  recall  that  you  were  quite  willing  to  testify  at  the  former  hearing  and  that 
you  were  only  prevented  from  doing  so  because  you  had  been  subpoenaed  to 
appear  before  the  grand  jury. 

Permit  me  to  express  my  regret  at  the  suffering  which  has  been  Improperly 
Imposed  upon  you  and  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  hnj^y  outcome  of  the 
hearing  in  the  United  States  District  Court.  I  trust  your  full  acquittal  with 
your  restoration  to  duty  and  the  knowledge  that  you  have  retained  the  conHdence 
of  your  employers  will  be  lu  some  measure  a  recompense  for  the  troubles  that 
have  been  unjustifiably  Imixised  uiwn  you.  We  must  remember  that  others  have 
had  to  suffer  even  more  grievously  through  the  loss  of  those  dear  to  them  by. 
the  BiutUtnd  disaster. 

A  catalogue  of  charts,  sailing  directions,  and  tide  tables  of  the 
Philippine  Inlands  has  been  published  by  the  United  States  Coast 
and  Geodetic  Survey.  It  is  from  the  general  catalogue  issued  by 
the  survey.  Copies  may  be  obtained  free  by  shipmasters  and  others 
interested  upon  application  to  the  survey  or  any  of  its  agencies. 
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FUEL  FOB  ZNTEBHAI-COKBTrSTIOH  ENGINES  IN  AA6ENTINA. 

[Special  Agent  Frank  H.  von  Hots,  Bneaos  Aires.] 

In  Argentina  gasoline  (or  naphtha,  as  it  is  commonly  called  here) 
is  more  generally  used  than  any  other  fuel  for  internal -combustion 
engines.  This  fuel  is  supplied  m  two  grades,  one  having  a  specific 
gravity  of  63°  and  the  other  68°,  on  the  Baurn^  scale.  The  63°  fuel 
IS  the  more  commonly  used  and  has  always  been  marketed  in  tins 
containing  5  gallons  each. 

The  duty  on  fuel  of  this  kind  formerly  amounted  to  about  20  per 
cent  ad  valorem,  and  a  further  tax  of  1  cent  per  gallon  was  added  on 
January  1,  1916.  In  the  opinion  of  importers,  however,  this  addi- 
tional tax  will  not  be  felt  by  the  consumer,  for  the  reason  that  ar- 
rangements are  being  perfected  to  deliver  gasoline  to  any  part  of  the 
country  in  100-gallon  drums;  it  is  hoped  mat  the  saving  m  packing 
and  handling  will  a  little  more  than  cover  the  amount  of  the 
extra  tax. 

A  limited  amount  of  what  is  known  here  as  "  gas  oil"  is  also  sold 
but  is  not  generally  used  in  internal-combustion  engines.  This  fuel 
has  a  specific  gravity  of  44°  Baum^  and  can  be  supplied  with  either 
asphaltic  or  paraffin  base.  The  oil  having  the  asphaltic  base  is  in  the 
greated  demand. 

It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  manufacturei's  of  internal -combus- 
tion engines  will  experience  little  difficulty  with  fuels,  since  these  are 
of  good  grade.  There  has  been  some  demand  for  a  lower-^rade  fuel, 
but  this  demand  is  not  sufficient  to  warrant  the  importation  of  any 
fuels  except  those  mentioned  above. 

Many  articles  have  appeared  from  time  to  time  in  the  Argentine 
press  to  the  effect  that  valuable  deposits  of  crude  oil  had  been  found 
m  various  remote  parts  of  the  country.  Even  if  the  facts  are  as 
stated,  the  cost  of  transportation  and  refining  is  necessarily  so  great 
that  it  is  cheaper  to  buy  tlie  oil  in  the  United  States.  Very  little  of 
this  Argentine  oil  is  being  marketed  in  the  principal  centers,  and  this 
small  amount  is  of  a  very  low  grade  and  not  suitable  for  use  in 
internal-combustion  engines. 

SPANISH  WATEB-PIFE  SPECIFICATIONS. 

[CodbuI  Wilbur  T.  Grace;,  Seville,  Jan.  22.] 

In  response  to  an  inquiir  regarding  the  pipe  requirements  for 
the  waterworks  of  Seville,  the  Ajnerican  consul  nas  obtained  details 
of  the  specifications.  The  Seville  water  system  is  being  continually 
extendea,  and  the  British  company  that  is  making  the  improvements 
and  providing  water  from  springs  at  Alcala  de  Guadiara  is  meeting 
with  considerable  success. 

The  specifications  for  high-pressure  pipes  are  those  contained  in 
the  catalogues  of  the  Pont-a-Mousson,  France;  Societe  Generale  des 
Conduits  d'Eau,  Liege,  Belgium;  and  Messrs.  Cochrane  &  Co.,  Mid- 
dlesbrough, England;  every  pipe  to  be  made  from  iron  of  the  best 
quality,  remelted,  and  of  unifonn  bore  and  thickness  throughout, 
perfectly  free  from  air  holes,  sand  holes,  or  other  imperfections. 

IThe  consulting  engineer  In  I^mlon  hns  cliarge  of  the  contnicts  for  all  im- 
ported materials  to  be  ukkI  for  tlic  Seville  works.  His  name  nml  nddreAS  may 
be  obtained  from  tlie  Riire.in  nf  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  dis- 
trict offices.  Befer  to  file  No.  7^4a] 
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NOTES  FROH  NOBTHWEST  mXOA, 

[Consnl  James  OUrer  Lalng,  Karachi.  Jan.  10.] 

The  first  wheat  forecast  for  India  has  just  appeared.  The  estimate 
shows  a  decrease  of  about  4  i>er  cent  in  acreage.  This  is  contrary  to 
expectations,  as  it  was  believed  earlier  in  the  year  that  the  wheat 
area  would  be  greatly  expanded.  This  belief  was  based  on  the  fact 
that  great  quantities  of  food  grains  would  be  needed  in  Great  Britain 
and  also  on  the  probable  decrease  in  cotton  acreage.  The  failure  of 
the  monsoon  in  parts  of  the  Punjab,  Sind,  Rajjiutana,  the  United 
Provinces,  Gujarat,  and  the  Northwest  Frontier  Province,  however, 
cut  down  the  sown  area. 

The  total  area  under  wheat  this  year  ia  estimated  at  27,604,000 
acres  as  against  28,852,000  acres  last  year.  This  is  a  decrease  of 
1,248,000  acres.  Rain  is  still  needed  in  North  West  India,  but  the 
prospects  are  on  the  whole  better  than  was  believed  several  moatha 
ngo.  Late  and  unexpected  rains  hcli>ed  the  farmers  greatly. 

Fodder  Scarcity — American  Flows — Thymol  Factory. 

Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  fodder  in  the  Punjab,  resulting  from 
the  failure  of  the  monsoon,  the  Government  of  India  has  greatly 
reduced  the  rates  of  tran^ortation  for  fodder.  It  is  hoped  to  make 
it  possible  to  bring  fodder  into  the  "scarcity"  districts  at  rates 
which  the  people  will  be  able  to  pay  and  thus  help  to  relieve  the 
distress  there. 

The  cooperative  credit  societies  in  Gurdaspur  and  nearby  districts 
are  acting  as  distributing  centers  for  a  certain  make  of  Ainericim 
plows,    ^veral  hundred  plows  have  been  sold  in  this  manner. 

A  factory  for  the  distillation  of  essential  oils  and  the  preparation 
of  thymol  from  ajawan  seed  has  been  started  in  Dehra  Dun,  United 
Provinces,  India. 

SPAIN  OFFEKS  FOREIGH  BIDDERS  BETTEB  OFPOBTUHlTiKS. 

IConBui  RobertsoQ  Eloncy,  Madrid,  Jan.  13.1 

The  Gnceta  de  Madrid,  official  organ  of  the  Spanish  Govemment^ 
published  on  December  28,  1915,  a  long  list  of  articles  on  which 
loi-cigners  may  compete  with  Spaniards  on  equal  terms  during  1916. 
This  modifies  a  previous  law  which  was  enacted  for  the  protection 
of  Spanish  producers,  and  provided  that  while  bidding  on  Govern- 
ment contracts  in  Spain  was  open  to  foreigners  as  well  as  Spaniards, 
the  bids  of  the  former  might  not  be  accepted  unless  they  were  10 
per  cent  lower  than  those  of  the  Spanish  producer.  The  list  of  those 
articles  which  are  now  to  be  exempt  from  the  provisions  of  the  pre- 
vious law  includes  various  natural  products,  metals,  machinery, 
electrical  material,  fire  apparatus,  armammt,  scientific  instruments, 
building  material,  sanitar;jr  equipment,  medical  and  surgical  supplies, 
chemicals,  and  other  articles.  The  American  consulate  will  ^ve 
notice  if  the  Spanish  Government  calls  for  bids  on  any  of  the  articles 
mentioned  in  the  list. 

[Trnnfllationtt  of  the  list  mentioned  of  articles  or  products  open  to  foreign 
romi>etltion  in  Government  contracts  for  1010,  on  nccount  of  insufficient  domeft- 
Uc  protliictlon.  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domesrtlc  Com- 
merce or  its  flistrict  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  72355.  An  explanation  of  bidding 
•>n  Oovornnient  contracts  la  Spain  was  published  in  Gohukbck  Refobts  for  June 
20,  1015.] 
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L&HCASHIBE  COTTOIT  TBADE. 

[Extract  from  Tbe  Economist  (London,  England),  Jan.  22.] 

The  year  1915  in  the  Lancashire  cotton  industry  can  be  described 
only  as  a  period  of  difficulties  for  all  concerned,  though  the  outlook 
'Was  more  encouraging  at  the  end  than  at  the  beginning.  It  was  a 
poor  twelvemonth  for  manufacturers  of  cloth,  but  spinners  of  yam 
aid  not  do  altogether  badly. 

On  January  4,  1915,  middling  American  cotton  on  the  spot  in 
Liverpool  was  at  9.42  cents,  lainor  fluctuations  occurred  early  in 
the  year,  and  on  February  27  the  rate  was  9,88  cents.  A  hardening 
movement  then  set  in,  and  by  April  30  the  quotation  had  advanced  to 
11.32  cents,  on  September  30  to  13.70  cents,  on  November  30  to  14.90 
cents,  the  year  ending  with  15.84  cents.  Fully  good  fair  brown 
Egyptian  cotton  at  the  beginning  of  January,  1915,  was  12.60  cents; 
on  June  80  the  rate  was  14.90  cents,  and  the  year  closed  with  the 
quotation  at  20.40  cents. 
Stoeks,  Consnmptlon,  and  Average  Price i. 

The  following;  is  a  table  of  the  consumption  and  stocks  of  cotton 
in  Great  Britam  during  the  past  10  years;  also  the  average  prices 
per  pound  of  American,  Femam,  and  Egyptian  during  the  same 
period: 


Stodk. 

weekly 
coQ-sump- 
Uon. 

Average  prlcos  per  pomtd. 

UlddllDg 
ASMrican. 

Fair 
Pernam. 

F.O.F, 
EgypUan. 

BnUi. 
1,128,000 
1,171,000 
1,349.000 
1.118,000 
630.000 
724.000 
1,087.0^0 
BU,000 
1,225.000 
l,8lfi,00a 

Bilet. 
74, m 
77,980 
&4.970 
69,330 

71,«40 
81, 9» 
83,560 

si.seo 

74,810 

Cmt». 
11.90 
13. 10 
11.  M 
11.00 
15.70 
lfi.68 
12.18 
13.53 
14.64 
10.44 

Cenu. 
12.20 
11.33 
12.49 

ii.es 

16.68 
16.54 
13.40 
14.22 
14.  M 
11.43 

emit. 

1907  

16.117 
26.29 
21.60 
19.13 
19.58 
18.90 
14.68 

1913  

•  For  1906  to  1906,  yean  ending  Dec.  31;  for  1915,  year  ending  July  81;  lor  all  otber,  years  ending 
Ang.  SI. 

Rather  varied  views  are  held  as  to  the  probable  output  of  cotton 
this  (1916)  season,  but  on  the  whole  a  yield  of  12,000,000  bales  of 
American  and  4,760,000  cantars  (cantar=99.05  pounds)  of  Egyptian 
is  expected. 

Foreign  Plece-Ooods  Demand  Disappoiatinff. 

The  general  demand  from  abroad  in  piece  goods  was  disappointing 
throughout  the  year.  Lancashire  is  dependent  upon  India  to  absorb 
a  larg^  proportion  of  the  production  of  its  looms.  When  tJ^at  market 
fails  to  give  support  one  may  not  espect  healthy  trade,  and  shipments 
to  India  during  1915  fell  off  700,000,000  yards.  It  is  of  interest  to 
note,  however,  that  during  the  last  few  weeks  of  the  year  a  buying 
movement  set  in  and  certain  manufacturers  booked  substantial  orders 
for  Calcutta.  The  China  market  was  very  discouraging,  and  al- 
though stocks  are  compai*ativeIy  light  in  Shanghai,  buyers  are  still 
disposed  to  look  on,  and  it  is  quite  evident  that  disturbances  abroad 
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have  thoroughly  upset  trade.  An  increasing  business  was  done  witH 
Egypt.  Many  of  the  near  eastern  outlets  were  adversely  affected  by 
the  war,  but  the  takings  of  the  South  American  Repubhcs  improved. 

The  yardage  of  Great  Britain's  exports  of  cotttm  piecegoods  dur- 
ing 1915  was  smaller  than  in  any  12  months  since  1903.  The  takings 
of  those  countries  that  are  the  United  Kingdom's  best  customers  or 
whose  trade  in  1915  showed  marked  change  from  that  of  1913  or  1914 
are  given  in  the  following  table: 


Exported 

ISIS 

mi 

1015 

Tardt. 

Yarit. 

Yarit. 

11.158.100 

ao.lMJ.30n 

M.IOD 

I«.3W.7".0 

22,10S.300 

32.444,400 

13.763.  ;W 

17.802.000 

230,385,000 

7«. 37 1.700 

42,227.100 

si.m.tm 

4C.C<.<J.4O0 

(7.xgR,6ao 

il.»i7,:ino 

8.33:1,100 

84, 2.x.  000 

4K.  189,200 

18.721.  m 

18,480. 900 

21,&ll.<0) 

1J7,  w 

10,485.900 

79.»S0,Mn 

,'.l,:(JS.reO 

€O,SM.700 

380.741,700 

27(1. 7:1, fiOO 

•  10. 167.700 

110, 4W.  100 

73,019.400 

05.879.100 

44,4n.OO0 

59.937,700 

47.104.900 

Cab*  

fiS.4g7.40O 

^■i.m*-!  100 

£0,961.100 

K,^i,m 

;oi) 

2,548,700 

40.117,300 

■  .w 

17,253,000 

190,118,300 

N/.  ■  ■  .  ;oo 

121,706,900 

96,Kt7.Wn 

;;i  i  m 

38.182,000 

81,740, 100 

-s.  . 

28,773,300 

79,!M2.BO0 

7'. 7  00 

42.GOS.GO0 

3K.  809, 100 

1 "  ,00 

10.308,800 

3S,IS3,000 

i.(  :  Joa 

17, 790! 900 

34,721,700 

;0,7lh}.4OO 

25,046,400 

1.633.691,400 

1,423.490,500 

1,043.823.100 

1,17G, 191,100 

922,399.900 

677.063,600 

137, 942, GOO 

92.2^4,701 

70,971.800 

209..'>25.500 

171.195.900 

107,347,100 

37,M)1.J»0 

3£, 863,900 

23, 159.  ON 

304.927.700 

770,004,400 

230.989,900 

16,899.200 

10,336.700 

8,003.000 

710.S32.5W 

K7,M7,0ffll 

rs.2u.iio 

50.1S7,300 

36.09K.GaO 

10.001,000 

Biam  

42.227,800 

S2, 633, 900 

2I,4«,0N 

Btraits  SettlsmmU  (toctiuUng  Padentod  MmtsrataUs 

131.784,800 

03,497.000 

SI. 790,800 

260,623.400 

303,209.800 

348,110.000 

00.401.500 

n,mi,m 

83,962.400 

144.617.400 

128,245.300 

1S9.7U.6D0 

92. 147. MM 

6S.  TIC,  900 

43,SBT.S00 

7i.Vr7.MO 

60,791,700 

06,309,400 

167,914,  COO 

178.833.  MO 

109.00S.ni 

340.749,000 

827,369,200 

367,370,700 

ToW  

7,0n,  393,000 

5,73ft,  744,  W> 

4,748.904,000 

■  Exported  to  porta  or  pUoM  la  twrttory  fomuri]r  Tnrklsh  bat  now  oeeupbd  bj  otfaar  ponn, 

Exti'eme  difficulty  was  encountered  in  arranging  finishing  proci 
esses,  and  the  shortage  of  chemicals  seriously  handicapped  business 
in  printed  and  dyed  goods.  Numerous  manufacturers  with  looms 
suitable  for  the  purpose  experienced  a  healthy  trade  in  heavy  goods 
for  troops.  Encouraging  reports  were  received  from  the  home  trade, 
and  certain  departments  nad  a  very  busy  twelvemonth. 

Trade  In  Yarn  Satisfactory. 

In  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  there  is  much  reason  to  be  satisfied 
with  the  foi'eign  trade  in  yam  during  1915.  Owing  to  the  war,  cer- 
tain outlets  were  closed,  but  other  markets  bought  more  freely  and 
the  total  exports  were  larger  tiian  in  the  preceding  year.  Tlie  fol- 
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lowing  is  a  comparative  table  of  the  cottoii-yarn  shipments  from  the 
United  Kingdom  for  the  past  three  years: 


BxporM  to— 


Auslrla-HoDgBry  

Be^um  

Denmark  

Bulgaria  

Fnuce  

GCTman}'  

NetherUmds  

Norway  

Rou  mania  

Russia  ,  

Bwoden  

Turke;  

Canada  

United  States  

Arnntlna   

British  Indis: 

Bengal.  Amid,  BIbar,  and  Oitesa  

Bombay  

Burma  

Madras  

China  (including  Honckong)  

Egypt  (Iccloding  Angto-EgyptiBD  Sudan). 
Oaa  countries  


Total   210, 0»,  000 


Pourut». 

2,  Gfi8.000 
l.lCT.fiOO 

2,679,500 
4.991, £00 
£1,905.400 
39.255,300 
2,548.300 
7,109.100 
2,117.106 
1,G22.400 
0,Tr>3.000 
3,500.100 
S,382.S0D 
1,872,600 

7.664,800 
15,E.3A,E0D 

3.  G95,G0O 
11,025,300 

2.146.400 
2,099.400 
27,011,800 


1914. 


PoundM. 

&43,60O 
2,655,800 
1,427, 100 
4,554,500 
3,535.100 
33,448,300 
43,147,300 
2,541,400 
(1,163,300 
1.072.000 
1,812,600 
6,855,600 

a.xi.wo 

5,7»1.30a 
845,900 

9.eci.ooo 

15.019,400 
2,416.500 

10,348.300 
1.647,700 
1. 580.600 

22,780,600 


178,4W,W0 


1915. 


3,633.700 
707.100 
38,12:^.100 


69,753.100 
4.065.800 
2.234.000 
1.211,600 
2,035.900 
0  314,300 
1,933.600 
fl, 083. 300 
1.878,600 

8,192,100 
16,000.700 

1.419,400 
11,367.100 
GTS. 600 

1.866.300 
26,176,600 


188, 178,700 


•  Ezport«d  to  ports  or  plaoea  In  territory  formerly  TiirkfBb,  bnt  now  occupied  by  vttaer  powm. 
Froiti  and  Lones  of  Splnnlnv  Trade. 

The  stock-taldng  reports  of  the  spinning  companies  at  the  end  of 
December  were  fairly  encouraging,  the  results  bein^  better  than  at 
any  time  since  the  beginning  of  the  war.  An  analysis  of  the  figures 
published  by  30  concerns  shows  a  profit  on  share  capital  of  6.01  per 
cent  per  annnm.  £.nd  on  share  and  loan  capital  combined  a  profit  of 
4.61  per  cent,  aiter  allowing  interest  on  loans;  and  comparing  these 
figures  with  the  results  announced  at  the  end  of  December,  1914,  it  is 
found  that  the  same  companies  then  showed  a  loss  of  12.12  per  cent 
per  annum  on  share  capital  and  one  of  9.12  per  cent  on  share  and  loan 
capital  combined. 

Below  will  be  found  a  statement  of  the  net  profit  and  loss  of  the 
spinning  trade,  based  on  the  returns  of  100  companies,  since  1907 : 


Year. 

Prrflt. 

Loss. 

Averacfl 

dlvld€aul 
paid. 

Year. 

Profit. 

Loss. 

Average 
dividend 
paid. 

MW  

•0,420,410 

3,864.355 

Pa  cent. 

i 

1912  

12,717,095 
3,611,550 
258,816 

Ptremt. 

P 

U08  

un  

$1,324,036 
1,790,  WO 

1914  

173,085 

S!;::::::::::: 

146,080 

Xarket  Quiet  at  Fresent 


At  the  time  of  writing,  the  market  is  a  little  quieter  than  a  few 
weeks  ago,  and  the  slackening  off  in  business  seems  to  be  largely  due 
to  the  further  advance  in  prices  and  the  inability  of  purchasers  to 
pay  the  higher  rates.  Most  spinners  of  yarn  are  doing  very  well  and 
can  afford  to  be  independent,  and  as  there  is  no  probability  of  over- 
production during  the  war  it  looks  as  though  the  margin  of  profit  will 
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be  maintained.  Manufacturers  of  cloth  are  not  so  favorabl;^  ffltuated; 
some  producers  of  heavy  fabrics,  and  also  makers  of  certain  s[>ecial- 
ties,  have  a  fair  amount  of  work  to  go  on  with,  but  depressi<m  is 
still  acute  among  makers  of  shirtings.  Light  cloths  have  recently 
been  purchased  more  freely,  and  for  the  time  being  producers  have 
obtained  some  relief. 

It  seems  doubtful  whether  purchasers  abroad  will  be  prepared  to 
operate  freely  at  the  distinctly  high  prices  which  are  now  current. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  smaller  shipments  during  the  past  year  luve 
resulted  in  supplies  throughout  the  world  being  much  reduced,  and 
certain  goods  are  undoubtedly  rather  badly  wanted  in  some  quarters. 
On  the  whole,  1916  should  not  be  so  discouraging  a  year  for  manu- 
facturers as  last. 

The  raw-cotton  situation  is  very  interesting.  The  recent  apprecia- 
tion in  values  in  Liverpool  has  been  largely  due  to  the  shortage  of 
boats  and  the  high  freights  from  America,  which  have  resulted  in. 
very  little  raw  cotton  being  imported.  Before  long  we  shall  havo 
early  reports  relating  to  the  prospects  for  next  season  in  the  United. 
States,  and  althou^  there  may  be  efforts  to  prevent  an  increase  ia 
tihe  acreage  it  is  believed  that  many  fanners  will  be  disposed  to  plant 
over  a  larger  area. 

XEAEAOE  OF  CXmBEITr  FBOH  XXECTRIC  SAHWATS. 

A  paper  on  "The  leakage  of  current  from  electric  railways"  has 
been  publislied  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards,  giving 
the  results  of  experiments  by  the  Bureau.  This  paper  is  intended 
primarily  for  electric  railway  engineers  and  others  familiar  with 
dectrolysis  problems.  The  theory  of  tlie  leakage  from  tracks  is  de* 
veloped  mathematically,  and  curves  are  then  juatted  to  said  in  the 
interpretation  of  the  "-esults. 

The  conclusions  to  be  drawn  from  the  formulas  and  curves  are 
discussed  with  special  reference  to  practical  problems  in  electrolysis. 
It  is  shown  how  the  escape  of  electricity  from  the  rails  ia  affected  by 
increasing  the  track  conductivity,  as  by  careful  bonding  of  all  jointe; 
by  the  use  of  a  high-resistance  roadbed,  and  by  shortening  the  dis- 
tance over  which  a  power  house  or  substation  furnishes  power.  This 
publication  of  the  Bu.'eau  of  Standards  is  Technologic  Paper  No.  68. 


GLASS  BOTTLES  IN  TOBXSHIRK. 

[Coaml  Homer  U.  BrlBftoa,  Leeds,  Gnglond.  Feb.  4.] 

There  has  been  and  still  is  a  scarcity  of  bottles  in  Yorkshire, 
which  market  heretofore  depended  to  a  considerable  extent  upon 
imports  from  the  Continent.  The  manufacturers  of  the  district  are 
enlarging  their  plants  in  an  effort  to  increase  the  output  to  meet  the 
demand.  One  local  manufacturer  has  recently  been  quoted  as  saying 
that  "in  the  near  future  Leeds  would  be  producing  more  glass  bc^ea 
than  in  its  history."  An  American  machine  installed  in  one  factoiy 
has  recently  received  considerable  comment.  This  machine  is  capa- 
ble of  making  30  bottles  per  minute.  Complaints  have  been  heard  of 
ihe  shortage  and  increase  in  cost  of  raw  materials  and  the  limited 
supply  of  labor. 
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[Consul  General  B,  E.  &Ianafleld,  Vancouver,  Canada,  Feb.  18-1 
ProgreM  of  Work  on  Hope  Houutaia  Xoute. 

Construction  work  has  been  well  advanced  on  the  joint  section  ot 
the  Hope  Mountain  route  from  CoqiiohaHa  Summit  to  Hope,  British 
Columbia,  which  will  be  used  by  the  Kettle  Valley  Kailway  and  the 
Great  Northern  Railway  under  the  terms  of  a  traffic  agreement 
which  gives  reciprocal  running  rights  on  sections  owned  by  the  re- 
spective lines.  The  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  makes  connections 
with  the  Kettle  Valley  road  at  Midway,  and  at  present  is  operating 
in  conjunction  with  the  Kettle  Valley  via  Merritt,  on  the  Nicola 
Valley  branch  and  Spences  Bridge,  the  junction  point  on  the  main 
line.  When  the  Hope-Coquahalla  section  is  completed  trains  will 
cross  the  Fraser  River  near  Hope.  The  new  line  will  afford  a  much 
short  route  to  the  coast  from  the  boundary,  Kootenay,  Okanagan, 
and  Similkameen  districts. 

The  Great  Northern  connection  will  reach  the  coast  via  the  Cana- 
dian Northern  Pacific  Railway  from  Hope  to  the  junction  point 
with  its  own  line  in  the  Fraser  Valley.  This  line  extends  from 
Spokane  to  Ororille  at  the  boundary ;  thence  to  Princeton  and  Coal- 
mont  The  Kettle  Valley  operates  trains  over  the  section  of  the 
Great  Northern  between  Coalraont  and  Otter  Summit,  wheie  the 
lines  diverge. 

will  Vie  LooomstiTes  in  Kogen  Pass  Tnitnel. 

It  is  announced  that  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  has  decided  to 
operate  locomotives  through  the  Rogers  Pass  Tunnel  instead  of  fol- 
lowing the  original  plan  of  electrifying  the  new  route,  which  will 
affora  a  ^ort  cut  tiirough  the  Selkirk  Range.  The  "  pioneer " 
bore,  which  was  driven  through  the  base  of  Mount  Macdonald  to 
facilitate  the  excavation  work,  will  simplify  the  ventilation  problem, 
and  a  mechanical  system  will  be  installed  to  keep  the  long  shaft  clear 
from  fumes.  The  passage  will  have  double  tracks  on  either  side  oi 
the  tunnel 

SHIPS  ABHimB  TO  AUEHICAV  AEOISTBY. 

The  report  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Navigation  for  the  week 
ended  February  26,  1916,  shows  that  provisional  registry  has  been 
autiiorized  for  three  vessels — the  steamships  Venezuela,  Colombia, 
and  Ecuador,  each  of  5,500  gross  tons.  These  were  formerly  Dutch 
ships.  They  bring  the  total  of  foreign-built  ships  admitted  to  Amer- 
ican registry  under  the  act  of  August  IS,  1914,  up  to  30  vessels,  of 
86JL67  gross  tons. 

The  sailing  ship  Katkerine,  2,202  gross  and  2,089  net  tonnage, 
built  in  1887  at  Glasgow,  Scotland,  and  now  of  San  Francisco,  Cal., 
has  been  awarded  the  signal  letters  LFSK  and  the  official  number 
213896.   

A  fourth  edition,  revised,  of  "  The  testing  of  hydrometers,"  Circu- 
lar No.  16  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards^  has  just  been 
issued.  Minor  additions  and  coiTections  constitute  practically  the 
only  changes  from  the  preceding  edition. 
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HOTEMEVT  OF  GOAL  AVD  GOKS. 


The  following  table  shows  the  movement  of  coal  and  cote  over  13 
leading  eastern  railroads  during  November,  1914  and  1915: 


Classea  and  railroads. 


COAL  CABKIKD  FOR  EXVENUE 
ONLT. 


Anthraelte: 

B.  A  O  

B.  R.  &  P  

B.  St  Busy  

C.  A  O  

Erie  

B.  A  B.T.  U. 

Texm  

P.  4  L.  E  

P.  6.  4  N  

Vlreinl&n  

W.  Hd  


Total  

BltumlDous: 

B.  AO  

B.  R.  A  P  

B.  A  fiusq  

C.  A  O  

Erie   

H.  A  B.  T.  M  

N.  Y.C.  (Buffalo and  EBst). 

N.  &  W  

Ffflm  

P.  A  L.  B  

P.  B.  A  N  

Vlrgtoton  

W.  Md.  


Total  

COAL  CAXBRD  POB  OOHMltT 
TUEL. 

Anthracite: 

Erie  

P«nn  


Total. 


Blliunfnous; 

B.  A  O  

B.  R.  A  P  

B.  A  Sum  

cftoT:  

Erie  

n.  AB.T.M  

N.  Y.  c.  (BulMoand  East] 

N.  A  W  

Ponn  

P.  A  L.  E  , 

P.  6.  AN  

Virginian  

V.lld  


Total. 


COKE  CABRIXD  roRBBVENCS 
AND  FUEL. 


B.  *  0  

B.  R.  A  P  

B.  A  Basq  

c.Ao.TT:  

Rrio   

H.  A  B.  T.  U  

N.  A  W  

Penn  

P.  A  L.  a  

p.  8.  A  N  


OrlglnatbiK  on  line. 


UU 


Short  WU. 


20 

673,  M4 


676,320 

 i« 


1,878.466 
£96,672 
S8,058 
1,614,227 
23.402 
66.400 
468,917 
1,460.708 
3,116,220 
374,112 
213,647 
234,918 
251,688 


10,254.244 


21,697 
14,767 


ins 


Short  Mm. 


18a 

717. 789 


477,2;J9 
102' 


Received  from  con- 
neetkos. 


1914 


Short  ton*. 
128.789 
13,137 
1.130 
1,200 
168,022 
3 

427,668 
94 
1,736 
24 
28,446 


1.195.318 


768.228 


3,376.516 
856,137 
150,899 

1, 940,946 
21,680 
88,233 
888,612 

2,084,630 

3,881,169 
606,670 
291.189 
293.370 
353,318 


674,  SSI 
3,076 


42,343 
614,706 
26,334 


176.970 
331,316 
236.238 
659 
36,612 
370.283 


13.092,148  I  2,300.767 


Short  ton*. 
139,416 
14,170 
1,2X3 
884 
197,061 
101 
717,566 
241 
1,619 
69 
35.213 


Total. 


1914 


Short  ton*. 
126.760 
13.137 
1,120 
1.329 
731,066 
8 

1,003,018 
•4 

1,739 
166 
38,446 


1. 107.681 


641.136 
6,413 


200,397 
803.283 

38,376 


849.447 
425.  SS2 
416.290 
731 
39.265 
496,269 


3,415.310 


30,361 


393, 157 
44.701 
9,017 
182,460 
135,206 
2,887 
214,214 
175,641 
636,182 
26,932 
8,(06 
21,  (iM 
42,622 


1,890,730 


143,248 

30.253 
48,813 
7,840 


723 
73.883 
410,357 
41, 174 


13,466 
13.124 


24,690 


371 
14,800 


14,871 


401, 104 

68.403 
9.120 
185,432 
138,762 
2,773 
258,617 
231,356 
84S,47fl 
34,300 
11,281 
24.354 
48,  till 


2.243,779 


282,580 
35,295 
4^,  741 
28,399 


7.0.W 
107,953 
M5,641 
87,802 


8,886 


106,071 


16,804 
64 


130.273 


46,944 

1,766 


3.464 
94,745 
471 
685 
189.303 
240,307 


156 


u.au 

11,888 


177,460 


43,374 
100 
8,483 


3, 213 


244. 8H 


98, 140 
18.279 


10.092 
90.465 
1,430 
3.248 
374.608 
670,783 
» 


1.908,652 


3,462,786 
898,648 
88,068 

1,656,400 
638,258 
81,794 
468,  m 

1,627.«78 

3,446.436 
609.360 
213.308 
381.688 
621.871 


13.466.091 


21.888 
39,067 


60.936 


306.062 
44.701 
9,047 
183, 460 
341.887 
2,887 
U4.214 
192,446 
636,246 
!»,3H 
8.036 
21.673 
42.522 


2,031.003 


188.103 
82,009 
48,812 
11,304 
94.746 
1.194 
74, 488 
699,760 
881.481 
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OrlgiiiatiDg  on  Unti. 

Received  from  cod- 
necticn«. 

Total. 

1914 

19UI 

1911 

19tS 

1914 

191S 

COKX  CABKIZD  FOR  REVSKUE 
AKD  FOU.— COUtlntud. 

Vlrdniaa  

ShantoTU. 

Stmt  tons. 

Short  tom. 
2S 
15,547 

Short  (01U. 

Short  tont. 
2N 

Ifl.OJO 

Short  taut. 

Total  

TOTAL  COAL  Atn>  COKE  CAB- 
BUD,  AU.  BA1LK0AD3. 

July  

November  

Total,  smoDttaa  

3.1103 

7,m 

46,773 

64,391 

757  TWJ 

1.54S  7G8 

593, 2'fO 

I  113  750 

1  3.^1  033 

2,062  618 

15.656,M3 
16.(^,962 
16,G2n.7S5 
15,  OKI,  002 
14,U»P,M7 

16.808,928 
17.SSS.3U7 
Ifi. 230,316 
19,«W.,014 
lli,703,e(>3 

4,DT6.8SS 
4,402.235 

4,231. 2uO 

4,  ii8.au> 

3,()M7,0G7 

4,448.035 
4,796,595 

6,7Ot,»10 
5,8W6.tf30 

19,733.551 

21.0SJ.187 
30.K''2,0'«j 
20,102,017 
17,786,014 

21,350,983 
22.6&t,9»3 
23,304.40ft 
2»,3S9.9SA 
24,000,533 

78,«S0,B81 

91,276,368 

20,526,393 

29,930,588 

99,607,374 

it7,ao>,Bis 

Note.— Totals  do  not  include  amounts  tor  coaJ  received  by  the  N.  Y.  C.  Railroad  from  oumectioiiSk 
The  Sootbem  Raltway  transported  283^1  abm  tons  of  bituminous  ooal  In  November,  1914,  and  33a,»M 
■laort  tOH  in  November,  191& 


OOKimiCIAI  BEZATIOHB  WITH  ITO&WAY. 

The  possibility  of  extending  the  commerce  between  Norway  and 
the  United  States  was  a  feature  of  the  address  delivered  last  evening 
before  the  American- Norwegian  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Chicago, 
ti»y  Dr.  Edward  Ewing  Pratt,  CTiief  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce.  He  paid  a  tribute  to  the  high  ranis  of  the 
Norwegian  merchant  marine,  and,  besides  urging  closer  trade  rela- 
tions between  the  two  countries,  spoke  of  the  Scandinavian  market 
as  the  gateway  to  Russia  for  American  business  men.  Dr.  Pratt 
said  in  part : 

Norway  has  In  the  past  been  selling  ns  a  commodity  which  we  have  nil  too. 
little  of;  Norway  has  been  selling  us  transportation.  We  look  with  envious  ^e«" 
on  the  lai^e  tonnage  of  the  Norwegian  merchant  marine,  and  we  are  inclined 
to  ask  fot  the  secret.  It  Is  sometimes  said  that  the  secret  la  to  be  found  In  the 
subsidies  paid  to  the  owners  of  the  merchant  marine,  but  recent  studies  which 
we  have  made  there  Indicate  that  these  subsidies  are  not  paid  so  much  for 
services  between  Norway  and  for^gn  covntriea  as  for  services  in  what  we  would 
call  coastwise  traffic.  A  large  pn^rtlon  of  tbe  subsidies  are  paid  to  those 
ships  that  operate  along  the  coast  and  stop  at  the  small  hamlets,  where,  espe- 
cially In  the  winter,  there  is  little  enougli  traffic  to  make  the  lines  pay,  and  yet 
where  It  Is  necessary  that  the  malls  be  delivered  and  the  small  amount  of  freight 
and  few  passengers  be  adequately  taken  care  of.  For  every  1(X>  persons  In 
Norway  there  are  104  net  tons  of  m^'chant  shipping.  In  England  tbe  amount 
Is  42  tons ;  in  Germany,  7  tons ;  and  In  the  United  States  It  reaches  the  tnslg- 
niflcant  amount  of  6  tons. 

A  large  part  of  the  Norwegian  foreign  trade  Is  In  the  hands  of  Germany  and 
Sng^Biid.  Of  the  Imports,  the  United  States  famish  only  a  paltry  6  per  cent, 
and  of  the  exports  we  take  about  0  per  cent  These  figures  Indicate  the  possi- 
bility of  extending  the  commerce  between  Norway  and  the  United  States. 

But  leaving  out  of  consideration  for  the  time  being  the  importance  of  N'orway 
and  othw  Scandinavian  countries  as  markets  in  themselves,  they  are  well  worth 
considerlDg  as  a  gateway  to  Russia,  and  the  people  of  tlie  Sc-andlnnvlnn  coun- 
tries are  even  now  specializing  to  a  considerable  degree  on  Rns.slun  trade,  and 
we  can  cooperate  with  them  to  our  very  good  mutual  advantase.  In  so  far 
as  the  American  manufacturer  does  not  care  to  go  Into  tbe  market  direct.  I 
am  rare  that  he  can  ally  himself  with  the  Scandinavian  merchants  and  can 
develop  hla  Russian  trade  throu^  ports  like  Bergen,  Ooteborg,  and  Oopenhogen* 
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TASUAHI&'S  BVHSDra  OFERATIONS  SLACKEIT. 

[From  tbe  Ilobart  Uereorr.J 

The  tiglitnesH  of  money,  due  to  various  causes,  has  led  to  som^ 
Uiing  of  a  setback  in  the  expansaon  of  Hobart)  as  indicated  by  the 
figures  for  the  building  trade.  There  was  a  falling  off  of  about 
¥1'A;>,350  tlie  past  year,  as  compared  with  1914.  As  far  as  the  normal 
and  ordinary  business  of  the  city  is  concerned,  however,  the  magni- 
tude of  the  falling  off  was  more  apparent  than  real.  The  figures 
for  1914  include  $121,662  for  the  new  city  hall  and  market  building, 
and  if  this  abnormal  item  is  taken  off  the  decrease  was  only  $23,692. 

The  figures  are  given  for  the  city  only  and  do  not  include  the 
suburbs  of  New  Town  and  Glenorchy  or  the  "across  the  river" 
suburbs,  in  all  of  which  a  number  of  residences  and  other  buildings 
have  been  erected  during  the  year. 

The  details  of  the  building  operations  of  the  past  year  were: 
Brick  dwellings,  $189,872;  weatherboard  and  roughcast  dwellings, 
$132,539;  busine!=s  premises,  $91,782;  additions  and  alterations, 
$24,288;  total.  $438,481. 

Tbe  outlook  for  the  coming  year  is  fairly  ^ood.  Had  things 
looked  better  financially,  a  reafiy  big  job,  the  building  of  new  pa&> 
senger  stations  and  adjuncts  at  Hobart,  to  cost  $194,6^,  or  perhaps 
more  eventually,  would  have  been  begun.  This,  however,  has  been 
postponed.  The  commencement  of  the  new  woolen  mills  at  the 
Cascades,  on  which  an  English  company  proposed  to  spend  $145,990 
when  the  hydroelectric  power  was  available,  will  also  probably  be 
put  off  for  some  time,  partly  owing  to  the  financial  situation  and 
partly  to  the  difficulty  of  getting  the  necessary  machinery. 


AUEBICAN  COlISirLAB  OFFICEBS  OH  LEAVE  OF  ASSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Nanu. 

Post. 

Erptra. 
tion  of 
veDu*. 

Addresa. 

Watts,  Ethelbert  

Neville,  Ed  In  h  

BraJley,  William  Harrison.... 

'^alho'-a  Ttti  ■  an 
Monlreol,  Lanftda  

Uar.  U 

Apr,  1 
Apr.  4 

IO'>I  rUDtoo  street,  Philadelphia.  Pt. 
1978  West SSth  Street,  leveland,  uhio. 
(.entury  t  lub,  7  West  43d  Street,  New 
York  City. 

Kore  American  Goods  for  Uanchnria. 

The  sale  of  considerable  quantities  of  American  dried  fruits  to  li 

local  society  of  consumers,  of  electrical  wire  to  the  Chinese  Eastern 
Kailway,  and  of  electrical  stoves,  electrical  pumps  for  coal  mine& 
and  briquet  machinery  to  a  Russian  coal  concessionaire  is  reportea 
by  Consul  C.  K.  Moser,  of  Harbin,  Chinaj  who  states  that  these  re- 
sults were  secured  througli  personal  negotiations  between  buyer  ai^ 
seller  at  the  consulate.  Consul  Moser  adds  that  negotiations  that 
promise  success  are  under  way  for  the  purchase  of  American  brick 
machinery  by  an  important  Russian  firm  in  his  city. 
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PIAHTS  BROVOHT  FBOX  CHIHA  70S  AKEBICAK  TTSE. 

The  results  of  a  three  years*  trip  in  the  Far  East  by  a  plant  ex- 
plorer of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  have  been 
summarized  in  a  statement  from  that  department.  Of  the  many 
specimens  forwarded  to  this  country  durinff  the  expedition,  the 
specialists  regard  as  most  signiScant  the  jujube,  a  fruit  new  to  this 
country,  which  may  be  suitable  for  use  in  the  Southwest;  a  wild 
peach  resistant  to  alkali^  cold,  and  drought,  the  root  system  of 
^hich  offers  great  possibilities  as  a  grafting  host;  certain  Chinese 
persimmons  larger  tnan  any  hitherto  known  in  this  country;  a  num- 
ber of  aquatic  food  roots  and  vegetables  which  offer  promising 
possibilities  for  the  utilization  of  swamp  land;  some  30  varieties  of 
vegetable  and  timber  bamboos;  and  a  number  of  Chinese  vegetables, 
bush  and  climber  roses,  shrubs,  and  trees. 

This  trip  just  concluded  is  the  third  expedition  into  China  to  dis- 
cover new  plants  suitable  for  introduction  into  the  United  States. 
The  three  expeditions  together  have  yielded  for  planting  and  test- 
ing for  mmmercial  adaptability  seeds,  roots,  or  cuttings  of  some 
8,000  food  and  forage  plants,  flowers,  ornamental  shrubs  and  vines, 
shade  and  timber  trees.  The  earlier  expeditions  brought  specimens 
of  many  cold- resistant  and  dry-land  grains,  sorghums,  soy  beans, 
alfalfas,  and  forage  plants,  and  also  certain  semitro])ical  plants,  such 
as  the  bamboo,  w^icn  are  now  under  experimentation  to  determine 
their  usefulness  for  the  extreme  South. 

BBITISH  C0IT7HBIA  COAL  FKODUCIION. 

[Consul  General  B.  B.  UsDnfleld,  Vancouver,  Canada,  Feb.  23.] 

The  coal  production  in  British  Columbia  has  decreased  each  year 
since  1910,  tne  output  for  1915  being  1,078,431  lotig  tons  less  than  in 
1910.  The  following  figures  show  tne  production  during  the  period 
in  long  tons  of  2,240  pounds:  1910,  3,139,235;  1911,  2.297,718;  1912, 
8,025,709;  1913, 2,570,760;  1914,  2,166,428;  and  1915,  2,660,8tH  tons. 

Of  the  total  production  for  1915,  1,109,779  tons  are  credited  to  the 
mines  of  Vancouver  Island,  88,385  tons  to  the  Nicola  district,  12,675 
tons  to  Slmilkameen,  and  849,965  tons  to  the  Kootenay  district 

BESULIS  OF  TBASE  OFPOBTUHITIES. 

Consul  Homer  M.  Byington,  at  Leeds,  England,  reports  that  as  a 
result  of  the  publication  in  Commerce  Reforts  of  Foreign  Trade  Op- 
portunity No.  18837,  a  firm  in  Leeds  has  advised  him  that  it  has  a  fi^ 
shipment  of  American  razor  strops  enroute. 

Another  firm  writes  the  Consul  that  it  is  importing  mono  basis 
phosphate  of  soda  at  the  rate  of  $2,433  per  month,  and  expects  to  in- 
crease its  purchases  to  about  $5,000  per  month.  This  business  is  a 
direct  result  of  the  publication  of  Foreign  Trade  Opportunity  No. 

im7.   

Two  new  publications  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Stondards 
are  "A  study  of  instruments  for  measuring  radiant  energy  in  abso- 
lute value:  an  absolute  thermopile,"  Scientific  Paper  No.  261,  and 
**The  present  status  of  the  determination  of  the  constant  of  total 
radiation  from  a  black  body,**  Scientific  Paper  Ka  262. 
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BLOUSES,  HOUSE  DBESSES,  ABS  SEIKTS  IV  OBEAT  BBITAIH. 

[Consul  EIoraM  Lm  Wasblngtoa,  Uvcrpool.  Feb.  1.] 
Amerlean  Kld^  Blouse  Holds  Uverpool  Karkot 

Repi'esentatives  of  the  Liverpool  trade  state  that  there  is  only 
one  make  of  middy  blouses  on  the  market  here,  and  that  it  is  the 
product  of  an  American  manufacturing  concern.  It  is  obtained 
through  a  London  importer.  In  fact,  Liverpool  is  not  directly  con- 
nected with  the  importation^  either  of  these  blouses  or  of  skirte  and 
house  dresses,  the  chief  centers  for  importation  of  such  goods  being 
London  and  Manchester,  where  there  are  large  wholesale  houses  for 
all  kinds  of  women's  apparel. 

The  make  of  blouse  mentioned  retails  at  $1.19,  $1.44,  and  $1.69. 
The  garment  is  made  up  of  plain-finished  jean  cloth  with  colored 
collars  (navy,  red,  and  cadet),  and  is  trimmed  with  pipings  and  a 
sailor  collar  contrasting  in  shade,  the  latter  finishra  with  white 
braid,  while  a  silk  tie  is  used  at  the  opening. 

Second  Snpply  Vnobtaliiftble  Last  Season. 

It  is  represented  by  the  trade  that  the  demand  for  this  class  of 
goods  through  last  season  was  very  brisk,  and  it  is  further  stated 
that  a  second  supply  was  unobtainable.  During  the  coming  season 
it  is  anticipated  that  the  demand  will  be  a  fairly  brisk  one,  com- 
mencing about  the  end  of  March  or  the  middle  of  April.  It  may  be 
mentioned  that  this  blouse  is  sold  on  the  market  here  without  the 
skirt,  ladies  using  with  it  an  ordinary  skirt  of  white  piqu6  or  other 
appropriate  material. 

The  retailers  report  a  fairly  good  demand  for  women's  house 
dresses.  The  prices  are:  Print  dresses,  $1.19  to  $1.44;  afternoon 
gowns,  $7.29  to  $15.32. 

The  usual  method  in  this  country  for  introducing  goods  of  this 
description  is  to  secure  an  agency  in  London  and  to  have  the  agent 
canvass'the  trade  with  circulars  and  by  means  of  travelers. 

[Names  of  the  large  retail  dealers  In  these  articles  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices.  Refer  to  file 
Ma  72521.} 

[Vice  CoDsnl  Hamilton  C.  Claiborne.  Swansea.  Jan.  29.] 
Southwest  Wales  Best  Served  Through  Agency  in  Laqce  Ctty. 

In  the  Swansea  market  for  women's  house  dresses,  middy  blouses, 
and  skirts,  a  relatively  insignificant  quantity  of  goods  of  foreign 
manufacture  is  imported.  Such  articfes,  sold,  locafly,  are  manufac- 
tured largely  in  the  great  English  textile  centers  aroimd  Manchester 
and  Leeds,  while  imported  dress  goods  are  almost  invariably  mar- 
keted through  wholesale  commission  houses  or  agencies  in  London, 
Liverpool,  or  Birmingham.  No  such  goods  are  manufactured  locally, 
and  the  few  wholesale  dealers  in  such  merchandise  sell  to  the  retailers 
solely  as  agents  or  branchy  of  English  houses  located  in  the  larger 
cities. 

The  Southwest  Wales  district  would  be  best  served  through  a  dis* 
tributing  house  or  exclusive  agency  in  Bristol,  Liverpool,  or  Lon- 
don, as  it  is  improbable  that  many  local  retail  houses  would  be 
willing  to  import  direct. 
Xedinm  and  Cheap  Goods  In  Greatest  Denaad. 

Medium  and  cheap  goods  ai-e  in  greatest  demand  here,  owing  to  a 
very  large  industrial  population.  Heavy,  sen'iceable  materiaJe  are 
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in  general  use,  by  reason  of  the  prolonged  rain  and  dampness  of 
the  Welsh  climate. 

Several  lar^e  firms  in  Southwest-  Wales,  dealing  in  women's  at- 
tire, might  be  interested  in  American  importations,  if  quotations  and 
materials  were  satisfactory.  The  general  range  of  prices  for  these 
goods  in  the  Swansea  retail  trade  is  as  follows:  Tli'jk  r/rade. — House 
dresses,  $8.74  to  $-25.55;  blouses,  $2.66  to  $15.33;  sldrts,  $5.10  to 
$20.44.  Medium  grade. — House  dresses,  -  $6.30  to  $10.21;  blouses, 
$0.70  to  $3.62;  skirts,  $1.92  to  $5.10. 

[A  list  of  Arms  In  Southwest  Wales  dealing  in  wonion's  attira  mny  he 
obtained  from  the  Bureau  nf  Forelga  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district 
offices.   Refer  to  file  No.  72653.] 

[Consul  CharlM  K.  Hatbawar,  Jr.,  Holl,  Bn^and.  Jan.  26.] 

Future  Demand  Probable  in  Hall  District. 

There  is  no  sale  in  the  Hull  district  for  middy  blouses.  The 
largest  local  retailer  states  that  he  has  had  exactly  two  inqniries  for 
tiiem  in  the  last  year,  and  he  does  not  keep  them  in  stock.  There  is 
a  good  sale  for  women's  blouses  (waists)  in  ^ncral.  The  middy 
blouse  is  understood  to  be  in  some  demand  in  the  South  of  England 
and  at  seashore  resorts.  It  is  probable  that  it  will  sell  well  in  Hull 
ultimately,  especially  for  children's  wear. 

There  is  an  ample  s«j)ply  of  British  lines  of  house  dresses,  waists, 
and  ^irts,  and  any  foreigner  would  have  to  meet  heavy  competition. 
Apparently  nearly  all  these  goods  sold  in  this  district  are  British. 
There  is  a  small  importation  of  fancy  French  goods. 

Should  Deal  Through  Agents  or  Wholesaler!. 

Hull,  80  far  as  is  known,  has  no  house  likely  to  buy  in  sufficient 
^uantites  to  make  importing  feasible.  It  is  not  a  center  for  dealing 
in  these  goods.  The  principal  British  manufacturing  center,  it  is 
stated,  Is  Leeds,  while  London  is  the  chief  wholesale  and  selling 
center,  where  buyers  congregate.  After  London,  Manchester  and 
Glasgow  are  thought  to  be  the  principal  marts.  Hull  retail  houses 
buy  either  from  London  or  Manchester  wholesalers,  .or  directly  of 
manufacturers.  This  consulate  is  of  the  opinion  that  Hull  should 
be  approached  through  agents  or  wholesalers  in  London  or  other 
trade  centers. 

A  local  retailer  states  that  women's  house  dresses  are  sold  at  from 
$4.87  to  $9.73,  and  women's  dress  skirts  at  $2.43,  $3.65,  and  $5.11. 

[A  list  of  the  principal  Hull  retailers  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  ot 
For^gn  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Ite  district  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  72651.] 


WOOD  70&  mAK  BOXES. 

The  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  received  from 
the  consul  general  at  Barranquilla,  Colombia,  specimens  of  four 
species  of  woods  which  are  believed  to  be  suitable  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  cigar  boxes.  The  local  names  by  which  they  are  designated 
are  **  cedro,"  **  chimborft,"  **  huino,"  and  "  canime."  These  specimena 
are  to  be  placed  on  exhibit  in  the  district  and  cooperative  offices  of 
the  Bureau  which  are  located  in  centers  of  the  cigar-box  industry.  If 
any  firms  interested  are  located  in  cities  from  which  none  of  these 
offices  is  accessible,  arrangements  will  be  made  to  have  the  specimens 
loaned  to  the  local  diamber  of  comment. 
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FOREIGN  TEASE  OPFOBTirNITIES. 

Reserrcd  oddresses  mav  be  obtained  from  the  Bureao  and  its  dlXrlet  ofleea.  BeqnMt 
for  eadi  opportunlt;  sboald  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  the  fll«  Bsmbcr  glTeii. 

Wire  and  machinery,  No.  20310. — A  commercial  organlEBtlon  Id  the  United 
States  transmits  &□  luqulry  fnini  a  man  in  Venezuelu  who  Is  In  the  market 
for  wire,  cut  to  size,  for  lualcin);  uiuttmn  rtitiingB,  or  the  machine  to  cut  llie 
wire.  Catalogues  and  price  lists  are  desired. 

Paper,  druwing  books,  and  »ttpplie«,  Na  20311. — The  comm^clal  attach^  of  the 
Department  of  Commerce  In  Chile  reptirts  that  a  man  In  that  country  de* 
Blrm  to  receive  quotutioitR  on  colored  paper,  drawlnK  books,  and  other  sap- 
pUes  for  use  In  the  Instruction  of  drawing  in  primary  schools. 

Ata<mobiles,  motoroyclea,  and  acceMoriejt,  No.  20312.— A  firm  In  the  United 
States  transmits  an  inquiry  from  its  correspondent  in  Spain  who  desires 
to  represent  American  manufacturers  fit  autonuAlles,  motorcycles,  and  ac- 
cessories. 

Bodtum  fluoride  and  caiutia  lime.  No.  20313. — ^A  man  In  Switzerland  writes 
that  he  desires  to  obtain  about  10.000  kilograms  (about  22.046.22  ponmls) 
of  sodium  fluoride.  08  to  99  percent,  and  about  20.000  kilograms  (about 
44.002.44  pounds)  of  pure  caustic  lime,  for  a  friend  In  Minnesota,  wltb 
whom  he  Is  cooperating  in  the  manufocture  of  a  qjiedal  article.  Btf^ences 
are  given. 

Antimonj/  and  wolfram  ores,  No.  20314. — A  man  In  Bolivia  writes  that  he  de- 
sires to  be  placed  In  touch  wltb  American  Importers  of  antimony  and  wolf- 
rain  ores.  He  states  that  he  has  munthly  100  tons  of  antimony  ore.  sul- 
phide, of  60  per  cent  value,  without  lead,  arsenic,  or  copper,  or  at  most 
but  one-half  per  cent  o'  these  substances,  ami  20  tons  of  wolfram  ore,  with 
n  value  of  not  less  than  60  per  cent  tungsten  acid.    Reference  Is  given. 

liica,  talc,  red  lead,  beet  sugar  and  mustard  seeds,  etc..  No.  20316. — An  American 
consular  ofTicer  In  Russia  reports  that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  com- 
muLicate  wltli  American  Importers  of  mica,  talc,  red  lead,  porcelain  clay, 
gypsum,  graphite  for  making  pencils,  and  beet  sugar  and  mustard  seeds. 

Needles  and  needle-making  machinery.  No.  20316. — A  man  in  India  informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  Amer- 
ican manufacturers  of  needles  and  needle-making  machlnory. 

Asbeatot  thingles,  etc.,  No.  20317. — An  American  consular  officer  in  New  Zea- 
land reports  tliat  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  purchase  immediately 
05,000  grey  asbestos  shingles,  16  by  16  inches  with  2}-lnch  lap.  Samples, 
price  lists,  and  full  information  should  be  sent  at  once.  Quotations  are 
desired  c.  I.  f.  destination,  or  f.  o.  b.  steamer  at  port  of  shipment. 

Oroeeries,  patent  medicines,  etc.,  No.  20318. — A  man  in  South  Africa  Informs  an 
American  consulat-  ofHcer  thnt  he  desires  to  represent  American  manufac- 
turers and  exporters  of  foodstuffs,  groceries,  patent  medicines,  sheep  dips, 
disinfectants,  stock  remedies,  etc.  Correspondence  may  be  In  EngUsli.  Ref- 
erence Is  given. 

Machinery,  agricultural  implements,  etc.,  No.  20319. — An  American  consular 
officer  In  Panama  writes  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  cata- 
logues, price  lists,  and  full  information  from  American  manufacturers  of 
sugar-mill  machinery,  structural  material,  marine  and  stationary  englneSi 
pumping  machinery,  agricultural  Implements,  galvanized  roofing,  etc. 

fiulphate  of  copper.  No.  20320. — A  man  in  Spain  Informs  an  American  consular 
oflicer  that  he  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  or  exporters  of 
sulphate  of  copper,  Gorrespondence  should  be  in  Spanish.  References  are 

given. 

liuttons.  No.  20321. — An  American  consular  officer  In  the  United  Kingdom  re- 
ports thnt  a  firm  In  his  dlslrlct  desires  to  receive  quotations  from  American 
manufacturers  of  metal-faced  buttons  with  paper  maclifi  backs.  Quotations 
should  be  made  c.  I.  f.  British  ports.  If  possible,  but  other  quotations  will 
be  consideretl.  A  sample  of  the  button  desired  may  be  examined  at  tlie 
Bureau  or  its  district  officer.   (Refer  to  tUe  No.  72428.) 
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IHFItOTED  COmmONS  IN  DTTBANOO. 

The  American  vice  consul  at  Durango,  Mexico,  reports  under  date 
of  February  11  that  general  conditions  in  the  region  of  Durango  are 
improving.  Trains  now  run  regularly  to  Torreon  from  Durango; 
also  to  the  end  of  the  branch  line  toward  Zacatecas,  and  since  the 
beginning  of  February  have  been  running  as  far  north  as  Santiago 
Papasquiaro. 

The  militant  chief  of  operations  in  the  State  of  Durango  has 
expressed  to  tne  consul  his  desire  that  American  mining  enterprises 
reopen  in  that  region  and  has  oifered  to  provide  all  proper  facilities 
to  that  end.  The  consul  informed  the  military  chief  that  he  could 
hardly  advise  Americans  to  return  with  the  expectation  of  begin- 
ning work  immediately  until  the  district  is  better  pacified  and  con- 
ditions in  the  outlying  mountainous  districts  are  so  improved  and 
are  garrisoned  so  that  the  miners  could  get  immediate  help,  in  case 
of  attack  by  lawless  bands.  The  consul  infoims  the  State  Depart- 
ment that  It  ought  to  be  possible,  within  two  or  three  months,  to 
i^ve  consideration  to  the  aavisability  of  representatives  of  the  larger 
mining  interests  returning  to  the  oistrict,  in  order  to  go  over  the 
situation  in  a  preliminan'  way. 

The  supply  of  food,  of  which  com  and  wheat  are  the  staple  items, 
is  becommg  depleted,  and  imports  from  the  United  States  will 
probably  soon  be  necessary. 


Passenger  Bates  from  Pacific  Northwest  Reduced. 

Transcontinental  railways  have  announced  their  intention  to  estab- 
lish the  same  through  one-way  fares  between  Alaska  ports  and  the 
East  via  Seattle^  Wash.,  as  have  been  established  by  the  Grand  Trunk 
Bailway  via  Pnnce  Rupert.  This  action  followed  a  conference  with 
business  men  at  Portland,  Oreg.,  reported  by  Commercial  Ageiit  W.  B. 
Henderson,  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 
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BAHOKOK  SHIPFZnO  TOR  1915. 

[TIce  Consul  Carl  G.  Hamen.  Bangkok,  ftiam,  Jan.  14.] 

According  to  statistics  furnished  bv  the  harbor  department,  the 
number  of  foreign  steamers  that  called  at  the  port  of  Bangkok  dur- 
ing 1915  and  their  tonnage  was  as  follows:  449  Norwegian,  of 
362,3(H  tons;  201  British,  of  191,710  tons;  35  Japanese,  of  40^2 
tons;  43  Chinese,  of  34,148  tons;  9  Danish,  of  22,033  tons;  28  Dutch, 
of  10,575  tons;  27  French,  of  11,097  tons;  1  Kussian,  of  2,244  tons; 
and  1  Sarawak,  of  458  tons.  Sixteen  Dutch  sailing  Tessels,  of  13,410 
tons,  also  called  at  the  port. 

As  compared  with  1914,  the  Norwegian  shipping  showed  an  in- 
crease of  47  vessels  and  33,301  tons;  British,  56  vessels  and  36,4GS 
tons;  Japanese,  23  vessels  and  2,053  tons;  Chinese,  41  vessels  and 
82^26  tons;  and  Dutch,  17  vessels  and  6.989  tons. 

During  1915,  68,155  passengers  were  landed  in  Bangkok  from  Ori- 
ental ports. 

The  freight  rates  between  Bangkok  and  Hongkong  flucUiated  from 
25  to  60  i^xican  cents  per  picuF  (183^  pounds)  ana  between  Bang- 
kok and  Singapore  15  to  42  cents. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Danish  steamers  which  operate  betwe^ 
Bangkok  and  Copenhagen,  the  rest  of  the  sailings  are  mainly  con- 
fined to  runs  between  mngkok  and  the  ports  of  bwatow,  Hongkong, 
Singapore,  and  Batavia. 


HONGKONa  WOOLEN  GOODS  lUBEET. 

[Conanl  Oeneral  GeorcB  B.  Andenon,  Jan.  IS,] 

For  the  first  time  since  the  political  disturbances  in  China  in  1911, 
which  brought  about  so  great  a  change  in  Chinese  dress  and  resultea 
in  overstocking  with  woolen  goods,  the  Hongkong  market  is  practi- 
cally free  from  an  overstock.  At  present  there  is  less  of  a  supply 
than  the  normal  demand,  but  prices  for  all  kinds  of  wo<den  goods  are 
practically  beyond  the  reach  of  Chinese  consumers. 

It  is  probable  that  the  trade  in  woolens  in  the  Far  East  in  the 
near  future  will  show  considerable  change.  The  product  of  Chinese 
and  Japanese  woolen  mills  must  be  considered,  for  it  is  increasing 
not  only  in  volume  but  in  variety  and  merit.  The  fine  trade  indefi- 
nitely will  be  foreign,  but  this  is  comparatively  limited.  The 
cheaper  woolen  ^oods  as  well  as  cheap  blankets  and  similar  products 
will  come  to  an  increasing  extent  from  the  Far  East. 


CEABTS  SHOW  FLUCTUATIONS  IN  FBIOES  AND  VBEIGHTa 

American  Ambassador  James  W.  Gerard  at  Berlin  has  transmitted 
a  table  and  charts  received  from  the  Deutsche  Bank  of  Berlin,  show- 
ing the  changes  in  the  ocean  freight  rates  of  steamships  during  the 
years  1912  to  1915,  and  the  fluctuations,  during  the  years  from  1913 
to  1915,  of  the  prices  of  cotton,  lard,  wheat,  petroleum,  silver,  lead, 
maize,  crude  iron,  copper,  zinc,  and  tin.  There  are  12  charts  relating 
to  the  commodities  mentioned. 

[The  table  and  clinrts  ntay  l>e  inspected  at  tlie  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Darner 
tic  Commerce  or  Its  district  ofllces.  Refer  to  file  Mo.  72794.] 
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ADVISES  FLACnra  JAPANESE  HIIXS  ZH  CHINA. 

A  review  of  what  Japan  has  achieved  in  the  past  year,  by  the 
Director  of  the  Commereial  and  Industrial  Affairs  Bureau  in  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce,  as  reported  in  the  Japan 
Daily  Mailj  is  accompanied  by  the  advice  from  that  nflBeial  that 
manufacturing  lines  that  are  eitlier  forced  to  lay  out  much  money 
on  plants  or  to  find  markets  in  China  instead  of  in  Japan  should  set 
up  their  plants  in  China,  with  the  double  advantage  of  escaping 
wnatever  tariff  charges  may  be  maintained  in  the  future,  and  econo- 
mizing on  freight  and  other  expenses. 

Of  all  districts  in  China,  the  official  points  to  the  valley  of  the 
Yangtze  as  the  best,  "  as  this  valley  is  destined  to  become  the  center 
of  industrial  activities  in  the  East,  when  the  time  comes  for  the  East 
to  awaken  to  new  industrial  activities." 

All  lines  of  industry  ministering  to  the  daily  needs  of  the  people 
in  the  country,  such  as  spinning,  weaving,  flour  milling,  tanneries, 
fflass  and  soap  manufacturing,  printing,  iron  works,  the  making  ot 
Building  material,  shipbuilding,  machme  manufacturing,  brewmg, 
and  other  allied  lines,  it  is  pointed  oiit,  are  most  promising  and  have 
a  bright  future. 

FAVOSABLE  BUSINESS  CONDITIONS  IN  JAMAICA 

[Special  Agent  Oarrard  Harris.  Feb.  10.] 

The  war  has  not  been  injurious  to  business  in  Jamaica,  in  fact  con- 
ditions are  better  now  than  before  its  outbreak.  Good  prices  are 
being  obtained  for  logwood,  annatto,  fustic,  mangrove  bark,  sugar, 
and  other  commodities,  and  the  merchants  are  ouying  with  con- 
siderable liberality  and  appear  optimistic  as  to  future  business. 
Several  English  traveling  men  have  commented  on  the  amount  of 
business  they  are  doing. 

There  appears  to  be  a  good  market  for  low-priced  serviceable  auto- 
mobiles. 1  have  been  informed  that  16  such  automobiles  are  now  on 
the  wharf  at  one  of  the  Atlantic  seaports  awaiting  shipment  to 
Jamaica,  and  I  believe  a  profitable  market  could  be  developed  for 
this  class  of  cars.  With  the  existing  optimism  and  prevailing  good 
prices  it  is  also  likely  that  a  good  market  could  be  developed  for  low- 
priced  motor  trucks  with  ^ood  hill-climbing  qualities  and  good  con- 
trol on  down  grades.  Animal  motive  power  is  not  altogether  satis- 
factory and  there  are  only  a  few  motor  trucks  here. 


JAHTTABT  SEA  FISHEBIES  IN  ENGLAND  AND  WAI£S. 

The  British  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  in  its  monthly 
return  of  sea  fisheries  in  England  and  Wales  for  January,  1916, 
compares  the  figures  with  those  for  January,  1915.  Tlie  total,  ex- 
cluding shellfish,  was  212.982  hundredweight,  valued  at  $2,494,962, 
in  1916,  compared  with  361,997  hundredweight,  valued  at  $2,332,976, 
in  January,  1915.  The  shellfish  in  January,  1916,  wos  valued  at 
$108,684,  compared  with  $91,967  in  the  1915  period.  The  total  value 
of  all  classes  of  fish  in  the  1916  period  was  $2,603,646,  compared 
with  $2,424,943. 
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BAHK  DEPOSITS  AUS  LOAHS  DT  FimiO  BICO. 

[Harwood  Boll,  cbrmpoadaat,  San  Joaa.] 

According  to  a  statement  issued  by  the  Clearing  House  Association 
of  San  Juan,  P.  R.,  to  which  belong  the  six  banks  of  the  city,  tha 
total  deposits  on  June  30,  1915,  of  the  12  recognized  banks  m  the 
island  reporting  to  the  Treasury  Department  amounted  to  more 
than  $11^00,000,  a  healthy  increase  over  the  previous  year.  Nine  of 
the  12  banks  are  owned  and  controlled  by  local  capital,  while  another 
is  an  American  bank  and  the  other  two  are  Canadian. 

Of  total  loans  of  $8,440,000  which  these  12  banks  reported  on 
June  30  last  more  than  $4,750,000  was  held  by  banks  with  local 
capital,  $2,260,000  was  held  by  the  two  Canadian  banks,  while  the 
one  American  bank  had  loans  amounting  to  $1,425,000. 

Interest  rates  charged  by  these  banks,  according  to  the  Clearing 
House  Association  statement,  vary  from  7^  per  cent  to  12  pet  cent 
per  annum,  the  average  being  approximated  9  per  cent. 

Many  of  the  larger  indu^ries  of  the  island,  particularly  sugar, 
employ  much  capital  obtained  in  the  United  States  and  Europe. 

Large  sums  from  Spain  and  some  money  from  the  United  States 
have  been  invested  in  mortgages  here — first  mortgages  on  city  prop- 
erty, chiefly  San  Juan,  being  considered  most  desirable.  The  intertst 
rate  until  recently'  was  10  to  12  per  cent,  but  this  rate  is  said  to  be 
gradually  declining  and  local  capital  is  seeking  desirable  mortgages 
at  lower  rates. 

A  considerable  sum  recently  placed  with  one  of  the  San  Jnan 
banks  to  be  loaned  on  improved  city  property  and  originally  held  at 
9  per  cent  is  still  on  deposit,  although  the  interest  rate  has  been  low- 
ered to  71  per  cent. 

AMEBIOAir  GOODS  FOR  THE  AZORES. 

[CoDBul  William  Bardel.  St.  Michaels,  Feb.  12.1 

•  The  possibility  of  introducing  American  goods  into  the  Azores 
has  always  been,  and  will  probably  remain,  a  limited  one.  Even 
now  the  importers  and  merchants  in  this  district,  with  the  best  of 
intentions  to  supply  themselves  with  certain  merchandise  from  the 
United  States,  after  their  former  sources  of  supply  are  cut  off  by 
the  war,  find  it  almost  next  to  impossible  to  replete  their  stocks  with 
American  goods,  owing  to  the  high  tariff  duty,  the  abnormal  freight 
rates,  and  the  steep  rate  of  exchange  on  New  York. 

In  the  absence  of  available  agents,  and  with  a  number  of  im- 
porters of  excellent  repute  being  known  to  this  office  and  in  close 
touch  with  the  same,  American  exporters  and  manufacturers  are  in» 
vited  for  the  time  being  to  communicate  directly  with  this  consulate 
relative  to  the  extension  of  their  trade  in  the  islands,  and  may  be 
assured  of  the  most  careful  and  prompt  consideration  of  their  de- 
mands. 

The  exports  of  butter  from  Denmark  to  the  United  Statra,  accord- 
ing to  invoices  certified  at  the  American  consulate  general  at  Copen- 
hagen, decreased  from  1,347.909  pounds,  valued  at  ¥392,223,  for  1914 
to  438,180  pounds,  valued  at  $145,448,  for  1915. 
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HOHOEOSa  DEFABTMEHT  STOSE  HOVES  TO  NEW  BTnLDIKO. 

[CvdsdI  Ocnenl  Qeorg*  B.  Andfnon.  Honskonc,  British  China,  Jan.  Xl.] 

The  opening  of  the  new  store  of  Sincei-e  &  Co.  occurred  to-day. 
This  is  the  hrst  of  Hongkong's  Cliinese  department  stores  to  be 
honsed  in  a  building  specially  erected  for  the  purpose  and  adequate 
to  its  needs.  The  bulk  of  the  stock  was  transferred  from  the  old  to 
the  new  location  between  business  days. 

The  new  building  is  of  steel  and  I'einfnrced  concrete  construction, 
five  stories  (the  limit  allowed  by  Hongkong  ordinances)  in  height, 
with  roof  garden,  and  was  planned  with  proper  i-egard  for  con- 
Tenience  of  stock,  light,  window  display,  roomy  passageways,  prompt 
elevator  service,  and  all  similar  requirements.  It  oi'cupies  about 
half  a  city  block  and  has  entrances  on  three  streets.  While  it  is  still 
far  short  of  the  up-to-date  eguipment  of  American  department  stores, 
the  establishment  is  a  distmct  advance  in  the  retail  trade  of  the 
Far  East  and  marks  a  new  era  in  Chinese  retail  business  in  South 
China. 

The  Chinese  department  stores  in  Hongkong  have  felt  the  general 

depression  of  business  in  the  Far  East — and  in  South  China,  par- 
ticularly— during  the  past  year,  but  on  the  whole  their  business  has 
been  much  better  than  anticipated  and  results  have  been  much  more 
satisfactory  than  trade  in  the  earlier  months  of  the  year  promised. 
The  proportion  of  business  done  by  these  Chinese  estamishments  with 
foreigners  has  about  doubled  in  the  last  two  years. 


BEFORX  OF  HATBE  SAVINGS  BANE. 

[Conanl  John  Bat!  Osborne,  Hovr^,  France,  Feb.  8.] 

The  report  of  the  Savings  liank  of  Havre  (which  is  a  branch  of 
the  national  institution)  for  1915,  just  made  public,  discloses  a  satis- 
factory state  of  affaire  despite  the  exceptional  conditions  that  existed 
throughout  the  entire  twelvemonth.  While  there  was  an  important 
decrease  in  deposits  as  compared  with  1914,  this  falling  off  is  ex- 
plained by  the  fact  that  in  the  earlier  year  there  were  seven  months 
of  peace  during  which  business  was  normal. 

As  presented  in  the  report,  the  bank's  transactions  for  the  past 
two  years  were: 
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Greek  Order  Besnlts  from  Work  of  Bureau. 

As  a  residt  of  Confidential  Circular  No.  862  published  by  the  Bu- 
reau of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  a  New  Orlean,  Ija.,  com- 
pany has  just  closed  a  large  order  for  iron  and  brass  bedsteads  with 
Her  Majesty  Queen  Olga  of  Greece^  for  equipment  in  her  new 
hospital. 
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A  bulletin  dealing  with  the  taritts  on  textiles  and  manufactures  of 
textiles  in  Argentina  has  been  issued  hj  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce,  as  the  first  of  a  series  of  such  publications  relaVr 
ing  to  South  American  countries.  The  object  of  die  series  is  not  to 
enable  the  American  exporter  to  calculate  exactly  the  rates  of  duty  to 
which  textiles  will  be  subject  in  Argentina,  for  me  importer  is  accus- 
tomed to  look  after  the  duty,  but  rather  to  give  him  an  approximate 
idea  of  the  customs  treatment  of  his  product,  so  that  he  can  deter- 
mine whether  or  not  the  duty  is  high  enough  to  keep  him  out  of  the 
market;  and  to  enable  him  to  find  out  whether  he  can  reduce  the  dutr 
by  making  certain  changes  in  the  composition  or  form  of  the  article 
that  will  bring  it  under  a  lower  tariff  classification. 

Included  in  this  bulletin  are  textiles  proper,  ready-made  clothing, 
hats,  table  and  bed  linen,  and  all  other  articles  mentioned  in  the 
tariffs  which  c<mtain  important  proportions  of  material  made  of 
T^etable  fibers.  It  is  entitled  "  Import  Duties  on  Textiles  in  South 
America,"  Tariff  Series  No.  32.  It  cMitains  34  pages,  including  an 
introduction  of  four  pages  devoted  to  general  instructions  for  study- 
ing tariff  schedules,  and  an  index.  It  is  sold  at  10  cents  a  copy  by 
the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washin^on,  and  by  the  di^icfc 
offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 


FBEFAEATION  OP  FUBE  lAON  AND  IKOH-CASBOH  ALLOTS. 

A  report  on  the  preparation  of  pure  iron  and  iron-carbon  alloys 
has  been  prepared  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards  and 
is  given  in  Scientific  Paper  No.  266  of  the  publications  of  that  bureau. 

It  is  shown  that  previous  work  on  the  iron-carbon  diagram  is  unsat- 
isfactory because  of  the  great  uncertainty  of  chemical  composition  of 
the  materials  used.  It  was  therefore  thought  necessary  to  produce 
a  series  of  alloys  of  great  purity  to  form  the  basis  of  a  redetermina- 
tion of  the  diagram  at  the  Bureau  of  Standards. 

The  general  method  pursued  consisted  in  melting  electrol^c  iron 
with  sugar  carbon  in  magnesia  crucibles.  The  electrolytic  iron  was 
prepared  from  ingot  iron  anodes  in  a  chloride  bath,  with  or  without 
the  use  of  porous  cups.  The  operation  of  melting  the  iron  with 
carbon  gave  great  trouble  at  first,  because  the  ingots  obtained  were 
full  of  blowholes  and  contained  considerable  quantities  of  impurities. 
The  difficulties  were  overcome  by  melting  in  a  vacuum  furnace  and 
making  crucibles  of  especially  pure  magnesia  made  and  calcined  with 


finally  worked  out  and  a  series  of  alloys  prepared,  of  the  compositirai 
Fe-HC=99.96  per  cent 


Despite  drawbacks  such  as  delays  to  cablegrams  and  letters,  ad- 
vancing freight  rates,  and  scarcity  of  vessels,  Consul  General  Al- 
exander W.  Weddell  reports  the  purchase  by  Athens  merchants 
during  the  December  quarter  of  $7,730  worth  of  American  bottles, 
$9,500  worth  of  salted  codfish,  coffee  $15,000,  flour  $4,330,  fats  $24,075, 
rice  $36,780,  and  sugar  $635,240— all  due,  in  some  measure,  to  tikio 
work  of  the  American  consular  staff  in  the  Greek  capitaL 


A  satisfactory  procedure  was 


Grecian  Merchants  Bay  Amerioau  Goods. 
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CAUDA  ntOFOSES  TAX  OS  EXCESS  OF  FBOHTS. 

[GoBSld  Fcllz  8.  8.  JohnaoB,  Kfagaton,  Oatarlo,  Feb.  23:} 

The  Canadian  Minister  of  Finance  proposes  to  tax  all  incorporated 
•ompanies  capitalized  at  $50,000  or  more  25  per  cent  of  the  profits 
©Ter  7  per  cent.  For  unincorporated  concerns  the  tax  will  be  levied 
on  profits  over  10  per  cent.  All  trades  and  businesses  are  to  be 
affected  with  the  exception  of  life  insurance  companies,  farming  and 
Stock  raising,  and  companies  and  concerns  with  a  capitalization, 
under  $50,0^.  But  manufacturers  of  munitions  with  a  capitaliza- 
tion of  less  than  $50,000  will  also  be  called  upon  to  pay. 

The  provisions  of  the  new  measure  read  tnat  the  concerns  men- 
tioned shall  be  subject  to  the  tax  in  every  accounting  period  after 
the  4th  day  of  August,  1916;  that  those  to  be  so  taxed  include  con- 
cerns in  the  business  of  transportation  (whether  continuously  oper- 
ated or  not)  of  any  description  carried  on  or  partly  carriecl  on  in 
Canada. 

Xakes  ProvlslMi  for  EstiinatlB;  Amoniit  of  Capital. 

The  measure  proposes  that  the  capital  employed  in  the  trade  or 
business  of  any  incorporated  company  having  its  head  office  or  other 
principal  place  of  business  in  Canada  shall  be  the  amount  paid  upon 
its  capital  stock;  that  ^e  capital  employed  in  the  trade  or  business 
of  a  non-Canadian  company  shall  be  such  portion  of  the  amount  paid 
upon  its  capital  stock  as  shall  bear  the  same  proportion  to  the 
amount  paid  upon  its  entire  capital  stock  as  the  value  of  its  assets 
in  Canada  bears  to  the  value  of  its  assets  outside  of  Canada ;  that 
the  capital  employed  in  the  trade  or  business  of  any  person  other 
than  an  incorporated  company  shall  be  taken  to  be  the  value  of  all 
assets,  real  and  personal,  movable  and  immovable,  used  in  connection 
-with  such  trade  or  business. 

The  profits  are  to  be  the  net  profits  arising  in  the  accounting 
period.  No  deduction  from  gross  profits  for  depreciation  or  for  any 
expenditure  of  a  capital  nature  for  renewals  or  for  the  development 
of  a  trade  or  business,  or  otherwise  in  respect  of  the  trade  or  business, 
fihall  be  allowed,  except  such  amount  as  appears  to  the  Minister  of 
Finance  to  be  reasonable  and  to  be  properly  attributable  to  the 
accounting  period. 

[A.  <Uspntch  from  Paris,  published  In  Gouuebcb  Reports  for  Feb.  15,  1910, 
presented  the  Important  features  of  the  proposed  I'^cnch  tax  on  profits  arising 
from  the  war.] 


CASI-ntON  TANKS  IN  HONSVEAS  SUBABLE. 

[Consul  William  L.  Avcrr,  Bdlsc,  BrlUsb  IIoDdunis,  Feb.  18.] 

There  are  perhaps  40  cast-iron  tanks  in  use  in  Belize,  of  5-inch 
and  1-inch  iron,  holding  from  1,000  to  10,000  gallons,  all  of  them 
imported  from  England  at  various  times  during  the  past  century, 
but  none  of  them  later  than  1870.  Wooden  tanks  have  been  in 
almost  universal  use  since  that  date,  with  a  few  galvanized-iron 
tanks  introduced  in  the  past  10  years. 

It  is  certain  that  some  of  the  tanks  mentioned  have  been  in  con- 
stant use  for  more  than  GO  years,  and  it  is  probable  that  some  of 
them  are  good  for  60  years  more. 
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TAGXnO  00A8T  H&UBm  tSMCH  voi  mi. 

[CoonU  Oeoenl  B.  &  Mf^<iHI,  TueMm.  CuMte.  M.  SS.] 

According  to  the  figures  recently  issued  by  the  fiftWim  depart- 
ment of  the  British  Columbia  GoTenunent,  the  halib^  catoh  oi  tha 
North  Pacific  coast  in  1915  was  61^81,602  pounds.  Of  the  total 
25,865,70$  pounds  are  credited  to  British  Columbia  and  35,115,8»6 
pounds  to  the  United  States. 

The  halibut  delivered  at  Seattle  amounted  to  30,631,380  pounds; 
at  Prince  Rupert,  British  Columbia,  15,856,869  pounds:  and  ai 
Vancouver,  7,631,638  pounds.  Of  the  total  catch  in  Pacific  waters 
8,500,000  pounds  were  taken  by  vessels  owned  by  an  American  com- 
pany with  headquarters  in  Vancouver  and  branches  in  Seattle  and 
Prince  Rupert. 
DeTelopmeat  Of  tlw  Indmstiy. 

In  recent  years,  the  improved  transportation  facilities,  including 
fast  freight  refrigerator  car  serviw  across  the  continent,  and  modem 
methods  of  cold  storage,  have  enabled  the  fishermen  on  this  coast 
to  deliver  their  products  promptly,  and  in  good  condition  in  the 
eastern  markets.  This,  together  with  the  decrease  of  the  halibut 
catch  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  has  greatly  increased  the  importance 
of  ^e  industry  in  British  Columbia,  the  output  of  which  was  greater 
last  year  than  at  any  time  in  its  history. 

Witii  the  completion  of  the  transcontinental  line  of  the  Grand 
Trunk  Railway  last  year,  with  Prince  Rupert  as  the  Pacific  coest 
terminal,  a  considerable  percentage  of  the  halibut  trade  was  diverted 
from  other  points  to  that  port. 

The  Dommion  Government  voted  a  subsidy  of  $80,000  for  the  con- 
struction at  Prince  Rupert  of  one  of  the  lai^est  cold-storage  plants 
on  the  coast,  and  waived  the  duty  on  distilLite  for  fishing  vessels. 
About  one  year  ago  an  order  in  council  was  passed  permitting  for- 
ei^  fishing  vessels  in  their  initial  trips,  after  outfitting  with  sup- 
plies, including  bait,  at  an  American  port,  to  bring  their  catches  into 
Canadian  mainland  ports,  whence  the  fish  might  Be  shipped  in  bond 
to  the  United  States. 
Keeent  Aaended  Order  im  ConaelL 

The  regulation,  which  gave  an  impetus  to  the  shipping  of  fish  to 
Vancouver  and  Prince  Rupert  was  recently  amended  by  an  order  in 
council,  as  follows: 

During  the  present  calendar  year  <1916),  forelRnera  or  foreign  corporattona 
bringing  fresh  flsh  In  vessels  registeretl  In  the  United  States  to  any  port  Ui 
British  GoUiuihia  shall  be  i)erniitt«l  to  land  such  fresh  flsh  at  such  port  with- 
out payment  of  duties,  and  transship  the  sunie  in  bond  to  any  port  in  the  United 
States,  or  to  sell  sut-h  flsh  In  bond  to  such  local  dealer  or  dealers  as  may  b© 
properly  and  duly  licensed  tlierefor  under  the  regulations  and  conditions  here- 
inafter mentioned,  whlcli  dealer  or  dealers  shall  export  the  same  In  corapllauoe 
with  the  bonding  requirements,  but  witlimit  the  ri£^t  however.  In  eitlier  In- 
stance, to  sell  in  Canada  for  consumption  tlierein  or  otherwise,  except  tn  iMind, 
any  of  snch  fresh  flsh  so  landed ;  and  such  foreigners  and  foreign  corporations 
bringing  fresh  flsh  In  vessels  registered  in  the  United  States  of  Aoierlcn  tn 
any  port  in  Ilritlsh  Culuiubln  shall  be  permitted  to  purchase  bait  and  supplies, 
and  ship  crews  for  such  vessels  at  any  port  In  the  said  Province  of  British 
Columbia :  Provided,  also,  Tlrat  snch  for^gners  and  foreign  corporations  before 
brlngliig  tteOk  flsh  to  a  port  in  British  Columbia  aaj  be  permitted  to  pax^bam 
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bolt  at  wof  port  tn  the  said  ProTinoe  of  Britlah  Ootmnbla  upon  aa  Tinda*taklnc 

to  the  satisfaL'tloD  of  the  nitoister  of  customs  that  catches  of  fish  made  with 
any  baiting  so  supplied  shall  be  landed  at  any  port  on  the  mainland  of  British 
Columbia,  and  be  thence  forwarded  la  bond  to  a  port  In  the  United  States — 
the  whole  under  mcti  regnlatitHis  and  conditions  as  the  minister  of  custMna 
may  determine. 

aOTXBSUEHT  EDTTGATIHO  VATIVE  FARMERS  ON  GOLD  OOASIL 

ITlcfl  Consal  Harry  A.  UcBride,  Bo  ma.  Kongo.  Dec.  31.1 

The  Government  of  the  Gold  Coast  is  one  of  the  ^rst  in  WesI 
Africa  to  taJce  up  the  important  matter  of  educating  the  natives  in 
agriculture.  A  school  has  been  opened  at  Nuatye,  where  Europeans 
and  two  locallj  trained  native  teachers  have  already  instructed  90 
pupils,  16  to  30  years  of  age,  in  farming,  with  special  attention  given 
to  the  best  wa^s  of  raising  cotton  and  to  the  proper  use  of  the  plow 
and  other  agricultural  implements. 

Natives  are  taken  into  the  school,  paid  wages  while  receiving  in- 
struction, and  on  leaving  are  given  outfits  of  farming  tools,  a  plow, 
and  a  pair  of  bullocks.  The  school  costs  the  Government  about 
^^000  a  year,  excluding  the  salaries  of  European  teachers,  and  its 
object  ia  to  improve  the  native  methods  of  farming. 

Xay  Produce  Important  Part  of  World'i  Supply. 

As  the  chief  natural  resources  of  practically  all  the  West  African 
colonies  are  primarily  agricultural,  the  instruction  of  natives  in  the 
proper  manner  of  cultivating  their  crops  is  of  great  importance.  In 
most  regions  the  soil  is  rich,  and  if  the  natives  may  be  brought  to 
take  a  greater  interest  in  farming,  to  operate  on  a  larger  scale  than 
is  at  present  the  rule,  and,  by  improving  their  methods,  to  raise 
crops  of  good  quality,  the  agricultural  products  of  West  Africa  may 
be  Drought  to  form  an  im|)ortant  part  of  the  world's  supply.  The 
present  output  of  cotton,  rice,  corn,  vegetables,  tropical  fruits,  etc., 
ja  only  a  very  small  percentage  of  what  it  mijj^t  be  under  proper 
management  and  training. 

LtVEBPOOL  DEMAND  FOB  COLLAFSIBI£  TTTBES. 

[Consul  Horace  Lee  Waahlnston.  Urerpool,  BD^aad,  Feb.  4.] 

Inquiry  has  been  received  at  the  Liverpool  consulate  from  Amer- 
ican manufacturers  of  collapsible  tubes  of  various  styles  of  openings 
and  caps.  While  there  is  quite  a  large  use  of  this  product,  it  is  not, 
perhaps,  as  large  in  the  Liverpool  district  as  in  some  other  sections 
of  the  country,  and  purchasers  of  these  tubes  in  Liverpool  state  that 
their  use  is  not  so  large  or  so  general  as  in  the  United  States,  al* 
though  it  is  quite  apparent  that  their  popularity  is  increasing. 

The  trade  notes  a  slij;htly  restricted  supply  at  present,  but  no 
difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  getting  all  the  necessary  supplies. 
Tliree  among  the  leading  firms  in  Liverpool  using  collapsible  tubes 
state  that  they  would  be  pleased  to  hear  clirect  from  American  manu- 
facturers, with  samples  and  prices.  One  firm  also  desires  informa- 
tion as  to  sprinklers,  tin  foil,  and  composition  f<^ 

n%e  names  of  the  firms  mentioned  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of 
ITwetgn  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  offices.  Ref^  to  file  Mo.  73014.] 


Digitized  by 


Google 


m 


OOUlfEBQG  BEP0BT8. 


JASAH  EHCOirBA0SS  XAKINO  Ol*  DTES  AHB  KEDIdHES. 

(Comal  GMieral  George  H.  Scfdmore,  Yrtobama,  Jan,  17.] 

Encouragement  ffiven  by  the  Japanese  GoTenunent  to  the  manu- 
facture in  Japan  of  Bynthetic  dyes  and  medicines  has  resulted  in  the 

formation  of  a  company  capitalized  at  nearly  §ti,000,000,  the  capital 
etock  of  which,  accordmg  to  the  Tokio  Ai^ahi  Shimbun,  has  been 
oversubscribed  870  times. 

The  law  mentioned  was  promulgated  on  Juno  19,  1915,  and  an 
Imperial  Ordinance,  published  later,  provided  that  it  should  take 
effect  from  October  15,  1915.  A  company  known  as  the  Nippon 
Dyestuff  Manufacturing  Joint  Stock  Co.,  on  December  21, 1915,  was 
authorized  formally  by  the  Japanese  Government  to  oi^nize  and 
begin  operations.  Shares  to  the  number  of  160.000,  each  of  the  par 
value  of  50  yen  ($24.90)  were  authorized.  Tne  promoters  of  the 
company  are  all  Japanese  subjects,  and  have  been  chiefly  engaged 
in  tne  manufacture  of  gas,  chemicals,  and  textiles. 

Provision  for  Subsidy  Under  Certain  Conditions. 

The  measure  for  the  encouragement  of  the  manufacture  of  coal-tar 
dyes,  medicines,  and  allied  products,  known  as  Law  No.  19,  of  June 
19, 1915,  has  9  sections  and  its  provisions  are : 

1.  The  term  "dyes"  uf?ed  In  the  present  law  Includes  coal-tar  tntennedlntea 
end  synthetic  colors ;  the  term  "  medicines,"  those  whicli  shall  be  designated 
by  Imperial  Ordinance. 

2.  When  a  Joint  stock  company,  established  In  accordance  with  Imperial 
Japanese  laws  and  ordinances,  more  than  one-half  of  whose  capital,  as  well 
as  a  controlling  number  of  votes,  belong  to  Japanese  subjects,  undertakes  the 
manufacture  In  Japan  of  dyes  and  medldnes  according  to  the  provisions  of 
ordinance,  a  subsidy  for  a  period  of  not  more  than  ten  years  from  the  date  <^ 
enforcement  of  this  law  may  be  granted  to  snch  company. 

3.  The  amount  of  the  subsidy  shall  be  such  as  to  make  the  dividends  whldi 
the  company  pays  In  each  business  year  reach  a  rate  of  8  per  cent  on  the  paid- 
up  shares. 

Tlie  manner  of  computing  the  profits  and  the  amount  of  the  subsidy  men- 
tioned in  tlie  preceding  paragraph  shall  be  determined  by  Imperial  Ordinance; 

Kinlster  Kay  Supervise  Company's  Bnsineit. 

4.  The  company  shall  not  mabe  a  settlement  of  its  profits  Tvltliont  tne  ap- 
proval of  the  competent  Minister  of  State. 

5.  The  competent  Minister  of  State  may  supervise  the  business  of  the  com- 
pany, and  may  Issue  orders  and  take  measures  necessary  for  the  purpose,  until 
such  time  as  the  subsidy  grant  is  discontinued. 

6.  Tiie  competent  Minister  of  State  may  refuse  to  deliver  the  whole  or  a 
part  of  the  subsidy,  if  the  company  violates  laws  and  ordinances,  or  the  condi- 
tions attached  to  the  subsidy,  or  does  not  conform  to  measures  taken  In  accord- 
ance therewith. 

7.  If  a  company  has  received  the  subsidy  by  fraud,  It  shall  be  made  to  refund 
the  amount  thereof. 

The  amount  to  be  refunded,  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  paragraph,  may  be 
collected  In  the  same  manner  as  national  taxes  In  arrears,  provided,  howev», 
that  with  respect  to  the  order  of  prefei'entlat  rights,  it  shall  come  after  national 
taxes. 

8.  If  a  company  manufacturing  chemicals  or  perfumes  with  the  by-products 
of  the  destructive  distillation  of  coal  designated  by  imperial  ordinance  as  raw 
material,  also  manufactures  dyes  and  medi(dnes,  it  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a 
manufacturer  of  dyes  and  medicines. 

9.  The  manufacture  of  chemicals,  and  of  materials  for  powder  and  explo< 
slves,  designated  by  imperial  ordinance  shall  be  r^iarded  as  the  manntacture 

dyes  and  medicines. 

Supplementary  Rule.— The  date  Of  operation  of  this  law  shall  be  d^ermlued 
Imperial  ordinance. 
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ftipnlal  OrUmuM  TmlAei  for  BaiCsnMieitt. 

BegulatioDS  for  the  enf erconent  of  the  law  to  encourage  the  manu- 
facture of  dyes  and  medicines  are  established  by  Imperial  Ordinance 
No.  183.  These  relate  to  the  class  of  products  covered  by  the  law,  to 
financing  operations,  and  to  the  conditions  governing  the  granting  of 
ibe  subsidy  by  the  governmrait.  The  regulatifms  are: 

1.  In  accordance  with  article  1  of  the  law  for  the  encouragement  of  tfa» 
mannfiicture  of  dyes  and  medicines,  the  "  medicines  "  to  be  dralgnated  are  as  fol- 
lows: 1.  Acetanfltde,  benaolc  acid,  carbolic  add,  saltcyllc  acid,  antlpyrln, 
bromine,  chloral  hydrate,  chloroform,  cresol,  formalin,  glycerin,  gualacot,  caustic 
potash,  potassium  carbonate,  and  creosote.  2.  Alkaloids.  3.  Chemical  dertva- 
ttves  of  the  compounds  In  1  and  2,  with  other  materials. 

2.  In  ^iccordance  with  the  provisions  of  article  8  of  the  law  for  the  encourage* 
ment  of  the  manufacture  of  clyes  and  medicines,  the  coal-tar  products  to  be 
designated  are  as  follows:  Light  oils  and  medium  oils,  crude  and  retlned  ben- 
cene,  tnluol,  xylenes,  crude  carbolic  acid,  naphthalene,  and  anthracene. 

3.  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  article  9  of  the  law  for  the  encour- 
asem^it  of  the  rannufacture  of  dyes  and  medicines,  the  materials  for  powder 
and  ^ploalvea  are  as  follows :  C&trtwiic  acid  and  ^ycerin. 

Proflt  to  be  AUotted  aa  BlTldends. 

4.  By  the  proAt  to  be  allotted  as  dividends,  as  uped  in  the  law  for  the  encour- 
agement of  the  manufacture  of  dyes  and  meillcines,  is  meant  the  balance  after 
subtracting  the  amount  counted  as  a  reserve,  acconting  to  the  provisions  of 
article  5,  from  the  proQt,  in  which  the  Government  subsidy  and  tlie  profit  and 
loaa  carried  forward  from  the  previous  flseal  year  shall  not  be  included. 

5.  One-twentieth  of  the  prodt,  In  which  the  loss  brought  forward  from  the 
previous  fiscal  year  shall  be  included,  but  the  Government  subsidy  and  profit 
lMvu;^t  fi^ward  from  tlie  previous  fiscal  year  shall  not  be  Included,  shull  be 
set  apart  in  each  fiscal  yeai  ns  a  reserve.  In  case  the  CfHUpany  has  Issued  shares 
at  mtes  higher  than  their  face  value,  the  amount  exceeding  the  face  vulue  shall 
be  counted  as  a  reserve.  The  total  amount  of  the  reserve  fimd  to  be  accumu- 
lated in  the  manner  mentioned  in  the  forgoing  shall  be  limited  to  an  amount 
equal  to  one-fourth  of  the  capital. 

6.  Any  loss,  in  which  sliail  not  be  computed  the  GovernmMit  subsidy  and  tho 
proHt  and  loss  brought  forwtird  from  the  pre\'iou3  fiscal  .veoi-,  shall.  In  comput- 
ing the  subsidy,  be  considered  as  not  liaving  occun-ud,  up  to  an  amount  equal- 
ing the  reserve  provided  by  the  foregoing  article. 

frovisioa  Kelatlng  to  Special  Beserre. 

7.  Whep  tlie  remainder,  which  Is  obtained  by  deducting  the  anionnt  coqnted 
as  a  reserve  according  to  the  provisions  of  article  5  from  the  profits,  iu  which 
Miall  not  be  computed  the  profit  and  lo^  brought  forward  from  the  previous 
fisral  year,  exceeds  the  annual  rate  of  8  per  cent  of  the  amount  of  the  paid-in 
Bhares,  half  of  the  amount  In  excess  shall  be  counted  as  a  special  reserve. 

When  the  remalniler,  obtained  by  deducting  the  special  reserve  from  the 
excess  mentioned  in  the  preceding  paragraph,  esceetis  the  annual  rate  of 
4  per  cent  of  the  amount  of  paid-in  shares,  this  excess  shall  be  counted  as 
a  special  reserve. 

The  special  reserve  accnmnlated  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
preceding  two  paragraphs  shall  be  expended  only  for  the  purpose  of  making 
up  a  loss,  in  which  shall  not  be  included  the  profit  and  loss  carried  over 
from  the  previous  fiscal  year,  and  for  the  purpose  of  supplementing  the  profit 
to  be  allotted  as  dividends,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  nrticlo  4, 
until  It  has  reached  an  amount  equal  to  the  annual  rate  of  8  per  cent  of  the 
pald'in  shares. 

The  amount  of  the  subsidy  shall  be  computed  by  reckoning  the  amount  of 
the  special  reserve  as  having  been  expended  In  accordance  with  tlie  provisionB 
of  the  preceding  artldcw 

Evle  for  Compatatton  of  tlte  Babiidy. 

a  With  reelect  to  the  computation  of  the  snbddy,  the  value  of  the  pn^rty 
to  be  entered  in  the  Inventory  ot  property  shall  accord  with  the  value  at  the 
time  of  the  prq>aratlon  of  the  Inventory;  provided,  bowevw,  that  the  value 
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Of  the  property  Tvhich  Is  contlntiolly  employed  In  tbe  bnsiiKss  aiball  be  de> 
termined  by  the  competent  Minister  of  State 

9.  With  respect  to  the  computation  of  tbe  enbsldy,  the  payment  on  shares 
shall  be  regnrdeU  as  having  been  made  on  the  day  of  the  registry  of  payment 

10.  A  decrease  of  profits  or  other  losses  caused  by  the  bad  faith  of  dlrectorai 
Inspectors,  managers,  or  other  persons  engaged  In  the  business,  or  from  other 
eerlou?  mistakes,  shall,  In  computing  the  subsidy,  be  regarded  as  not  having 
occurred.  The  same  provision  shall  ftt^ly  with  respect  to  tosses  One  to 
causes  havlns  no  direct  connection  with  the  business  of  tbe  company  or  caoaed 
by  the  fnilnre  to  follow  tbe  directions  of  tbe  supervisinK  Gormmient  aSke. 

Even  losses  due  to  causes  other  than  those  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  para- 
graph nmy  be  considered  not  to  be  losses  by  reason  of  the  condltl<HU  attached 
to  the  subsidy. 

The  provisions  of  the  foregoing  two  paragraphs  shall  not  to  the  com- 

putting  of  the  reserve  fund  provided  for  in  article  5. 

11.  When  tlie  period  of  the  suhsidy  begins  or  ends  in  the  middle  of  a  fiscal 
year,  the  amount  of  the  subsidy  to  be  granted  for  such  fiscal  year  shall  be  com- 
puted by  assuming  that  the  rate  of  profit  and  loss  In  prc^iortltm  to  tbe  amount 
of  paid-in  shnres  has  been  tbe  same  tbroughont  the  year. 

Supplementary  rule. — ^This  ordinance  sliall  be  effective  from  the  date  of  the 
oi)eration  of  the  law  for  the  encouragement  of  the  manofacture  of  dyes  and 
metlicioes. 

Variona  Kules  Established  by  Department. 

Orders  No.  13  and  No.  24  of  the  Department  of  Home  Affairs, 
both  of  which  were  issued  October  14, 1915,  make  further  provisions 
to  govern  the  formation  of  companies.  In  order  to  obtain  the  bene- 
fits of  the  subsidy,  a  company  whose  object  is  the  manufacture  of 
medicines  must  be  capitalized  at  not  less  than  500,000  yen  ($249,000). 
The  approval  of  the  Minister  for  Home  Affairs  is  required  before 
certain  steps  can  be  taken  in  connection  with  the  business  affairs  of 
the  company.  The  minister  may  at  any  time  order  a  report  on  its 
business  affairs.  Penalties  are  provided  for  failure  to  comply.  Tho 
proposed  plan  of  undertakings  and  the  estimate  of  income  and  ex- 
penditures for  each  business  year  must  be  submitted  to  him  and  his 
approval  obtained  two  months  before  the  beginning  of  the  year. 
There  are  provisions  governing  election  and  msmissal  of  directors 
and  inspectors,  flotation  of  debentures,  amalgamation,  and  dissolu- 
tion. 

A  company  formed  for  the  manufacture  of  dyes  must  be  capitalized 
for  not  less  than  6,000,000  yen  ($2,880,000),  and  one  whose  object  is 
the  manufacture  of  materials  for  powder  and  explosives,  at  not  less 
than  1,200,000  yen  ($597,600). 

[Copies  of  the  two  orders  of  the  Department  of  Home  Affairs  mentioned, 
together  with  a  copy  of  the  articles  of  association  of  the  Nippon  DyestuS 
Manufacturing  Joint  Stock  Co.,  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  offices.  Refer  to  file  Now  721^  Furthor 
evidence  of  increased  Jaiianese  interest  In  this  branch  of  Industry  Is  to  be 
found  In  the  notable  amounts  of  benzol  that  have  been  purchased  recenUy  la 
tbe  American  market,  for  Japan.  The  manufacturers  In  this  country  say  that 
tbcse  purchases  have  been  affecting  somewhat  tbe  supply  of  raw  nmterlal  bcve.! 


Copies  of  a  pamphlet  entitled  "Economic  Chosen,"  compiled  by 
the  Bank  of  Chosen,  and  dealing  with  the  industries,  trade,  finances, 
and  other  economic  features  of  the  country,  have  been  received  from 
Consul  General  Miller,  at  Seoul.  They  may  be  inspected  at  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices. 
Refer  to  file  No.  73190. 
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lOSEIOT  TRASE  OFFOBx  u  a  ixukS. 

Aeserred  addresaeli  nutr  b«  obtained  from  the  Baremw  and  tts  diatrlet  ofleea.  Request 
Cor  eocb  opportiiiiit7  ohould  be  oa  a  separate  sbeet  and  tbe  Ale  namber  ^ven.  - 

.iUffom«MJ«  /trm  enffimet,  No.  20322. — A  commercial  organisation  Id  the  Unibed, 
States  trananits  an  Inquiry  from  a  Arm  In  Ohlna  whldi  dealres  to  pnrchase. 
two  mod«'ate-[w1ced  ant(nnobIle  flre  engines,  fitted  with  water  pump  for 
drawing  water  from  the  river,  with  a  capacity  of  150  to  200  gallons  per^ 
minute;  equipped  with  suction  and  discharge  hose  of  suitable  leoi^h,' 
mouDted  with  a  folding  ladder  12  meters  (about  39.37  feet)  long  when  ex- 
tended, also  necessary  gears  for  flre  purposes;  wheel  base  of  car  must  not) 
exceed  110  Inches.  Quotations  are  desired  a  1.  f.  Hongkong  via  Pacific. 
It  Is  stated  that  order  will  be  cabled  and  remittance  will  be  made  tbroiq^ 
Mew  "York  bankers.   Automobile  Joiu-nals,  etc.,  are  also  desired. 

0«ierat  Aiervhandise,  No.  20323. — A.  commercial  agent  of  the  bureau  reports 
Chat  h  man  In  the  United  States  Is  elwut  to  visit  several  of  the  neutral' 
conn  tries  In  Europe  and  deeires  to  take  with  him  a  few  complete  lines  of 
Am«-lcau  goods  to  be  sold  In  these  markets.  No  particular  line  has  been 
specified. 

Machinery  and  tool*.  No.  20324. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  bureau  transmltt 
an  inquiry  from  a  man  in  Peru  who  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  price 
lists,  and  full  Information  from  American  manufacturers  of  machinery  and 
tools  for  making  combs  and  buttons  of  horn,  bone.  etc. 

Air  compreMiort,  bottles,  lead  pipe,  etc.,  No.  20325. — A  firm  In  Norway  writes 
that  it  is  In  the  market  for  air  coropreasors,  bottles,  lead  pipe,  oewsimper, 
galvanized  Iron  wire,  drilling  machines,  drill  hammers,  air  hose,  wire  rope, 
guide  wire,  steel  wire,  underground  cable,  phosphor-bronze  wires  for  paper 
machines,  universal  milling  machines,  and  various  dther  kinds  of  ma- 
chinery. A  comi^te  list  of  the  requirements  of  this  firm,  together  with 
Instructions,  references,  etc..  may  be  examined  at  the  bureau  or  its  district 
offices.   (Refer  to  file  No.  OS.) 

J*orjl!  and  lard.  No.  20326. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Spain  reports  that 
a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  pnrchase  wholesale  quantlttes  pork  and 
lard.  OcHTeapondoioe  may  be  In  English.   Reference  b  given. 

Flour,  No.  20827.— A  man  in  Norway  informs  an  Amerlotn  consular  offle^r  lOiat 
be  desires  to  represent  American  flour  exporters.  Correspondence  m^y  be 
In  English.   Reference  Is  given. 

Cetton  1/ams,  No.  20328. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Denmark  writes 
that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  purchase  mercerized  and  colored  cot- 
ton yarns  similar  to  samples  which  may  bo  examined  at  the  Bureau  or 
its  district  offices.  (Refer  to  file  No.  72963.)  Correspondence  may  be  in 
English. 

Bvhher  tire*,  No.  20329. — A  firm  in  China  hiforms  an  American  consular  officer 
that  it  desires  to  receive  quotations,  c.  1.  f.  de.stinatlon,  from  American 
manufacturers  of  Jinrlkisha  tires.  It  is  stated  that  about  6,000  tires  are 
used  annually  and  that  payment  will  be  made  on  delivery  of  goods.  Oorr»! 
spondence  may  be  In  English.   References  are  given. 

Moving-picture  films.  No.  203.S0. — An  American  consular  officer  In  South  Africa 
reports  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  of  moving-picture  films.  Cori-espondence  may  be  In 
English. 

lAihographed  advcrtitements.  No.  20331. — An  American  consular  officer  In 
Venezuela  writes  that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with 
American  firms  In  a  position  to  supply  a  large  quantity  of  lithographic 
advertisements.  Correspondence  should  be  In  Spanish. 

Ball  bearing*.  No.  20332. — A  man  In  Spain  Informs  an  American  consular  ofllcer 
that  be  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  or  exporters  of  all 
kinds  of  ball  bearings.  Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanl^  Reference 
is  given. 

Abtorbent  cotton  kooI,  etc..  No.  20333. — An  American  consular  officer  in  An»-. 
tralla  reports  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  samples  and 
quotations  tma  American  tnanufneturers  and  exporters  of  various  klndi 
of  AtMKSbent  cotton  wool  and  ilnt  for  medical  purposes. 
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SOUTH  CHINA  BTLK  TRADE  LAST  YEAH. 

fCoDsnl  QcDeral  George  E.  Anderson,  Honi^ong,  Jan.  8.] 

The  silk  trade  of  South  China  during  1915  passed  through  some  of 
the  most  remarkable  fluctuations  and  unusual  conditions  in  the  his- 
to^  of  the  market.  Prices  toward  the  close  of  the  vear  reached  a 
pomt  seldom  if  ever  reached  before.  On  the  other  hand  floods  in 
the  silk-producing  districts  of  the  Pearl  Biver  delta  destroyed,  or 
so  damap;ed  both  crops  and  native  filatures  that  the  actual  produc- 
tion of  silk  during  the  year  was  the  smallest  for  many  seasons. 

In  spite  of  all  these  drawbacks,  however,  the  trade  prospered. 
There  was  a  strong  demand  for  the  more  common  grades  of  silk  dur- 
ing the  whole  of  the  year.  The  war  affected  the  market  directly  in 
that  the  low  exchange  value  of  the  franc  placed  French  importers  of 
silk  in  a  very  unfavorable  position.  Interference  with  the  normal 
course  of  shipments  of  all  kinds  of  merchandise  for  Europe  also  led 
to  the  inauguration  of  direct  shipments  of  silk  from  Canton  to  North 
China  and  thence  overland  via  Siberia.  There  had  been  some  con- 
siderable effort  made  to  develop  this  route  for  silk  to  Europe  even 
before  the  war,  and  the  inauguration  of  the  through  service  from 
Canton  is  likely  to  mark  the  ^ginning  of  a  regular  course,  the  rail 
route  having  some  very  marked  advantages  over  the  sea  route  for 
silk. 

frices  Satls£actory~Vnit«d  States  a  Big  f nrelitfer. 

The  course  of  prices  during  the  year  was  eminently  satisfactory  to 
producers  and  exportera.  The  year  opened  with  strong  demand 
from  both  the  United  States  and  Europe,  and  inasmuch  as  there  was 
considerable  stock  on  hand  the  volume  of  business  was  quite  satis- 
factory. New-season  silk  came  into  the  market  practically  on  a  par 
with  the  old  silk,  and  the  stock  of  the  previous  season's  production 
was  completely  absorbed.  After  the  floods,  and  when  dealers  com- 
menced to  realize  what  the  effect  of  the  short  crop  in  South  China 
and  silk  conditions  in  ether  parts  of  the  world  were,  the  market  took 
a  boom  and  in  November  and  December  reached  the  highest  point, 
Extra  13/15  in  December  being  quoted  at  $555  XT.  S.  gold  per  bale 
with  Best  1  13/15  and  No.  1  SR  14/16  at  $540  and  $482,  respectively. 

The  United  States  especially  made  a  strong  bid  for  waste  silk 
during  the  year ;  total  exports  were  less  than  those  of  1914  by  about 
one-sixth,  but  the  exports  to  the  United  States  exceeded  those  of  the 
preceding  year. 
Exports  and  Crops  for  Half  Decade. 

The  exports  from  Hongkong  of  raw  and  waste  silk  during  the 
past  5  years,  in  bales  of  112  pounds,  were: 


Years. 

Raw  sIDr  exported 
to— 

Waste  stlk  erporM 
to— 

Europe. 

Europe. 

AmorfcL 

r,w7 

29,314 
3R,247 
23,928 
13,683 

BaUa. 
1.%«1 

a,m 

18,780 
17,531 
20,881 

Bait*. 

17.4S7 
38,800 

i4,m 

8.921 

BolH. 
7.SS1 
8,W 
t,S3D 

u,m 

M,3Sa 
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The  crops  during  the  past  few  years  in  the  Oanton-Hongk<Hig  field 
have  been : 


Tnr. 

Cnpa. 

First. 

Second. 

Poortb. 

Fifth. 

Sixth. 

Sevmtb. 

Total 

UU  „  

BaU*. 
6,000 
6,000 
6,600 

i.m 

^000 

Bttia. 
4,000 
7.000 
JO.OOO 
6,000 

BaUi. 

7,000 
400 
12,000 

io,m 

SLOOD 

Brnta. 

6,000 
6,000 
0,000 
6,000 
2,600 

BalM. 

7,000 
11,0011 
5,0V) 
8,000 
41600 

Sale*. 
S,000 
6,000 
8,000 
6,000 
8,00J 

Balst. 

2,000 
2,m 
3,900 

6,au 

6,000 

Baia. 
37,000 
6,000 
60,000 
47,000 

BVBEAir  OF  STA3n)ABDS  WORE  WISELY  STUDIED. 

Among  the  visitors  to  the  Bureau  of  Standards  on  Monday  of 
this  weeK  were  three  technical  men  from  the  S.  S.  White  Dental 
Manufacturing  Co.,  seeking  information  on  metals  and  cements  used 
in  dental  practice;  the  chief  refiner  of  the  American  Sugar  Refining 
Co.,  to  inspect  the  sugar  laboratories;  a  lieutenant  commander  ot 
the  Unitea  Statra  Navy,  requesting  test  of  aeroplane  instruments; 
a  Japanese  metallurgist,  to  mspect  the  metallurgical  laboratory;  a 
manufacturer  of  glasses  for  the  protectt<m  of  the  eyes  of  rolling-mill 
workmen;  the  chief  chemist  of  a  large  soap  factory,  concerning  cer- 
tain chemical  processes;  a  representative  of  the  United  States  Office 
of  Public  Roads,  concerning  concrete;  and  the  special  counsel  of  the 
United  States  Chamber  oi  Commerce,  concemmg  the  fireproofing 
of  steamers. 

AKEBICAN  CONSITLAB  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions : 


Name. 

Post. 

tioD  or 
venue. 

Addr«s. 

KevlJI«,  Edwin  L  

Bndlfl  r,  William  Hurfeon.. . . 

Hv.  11 
Apr.  1 
Apr.  4 

1021  ninton  Stnet,  Pfiitodelphf&,  Pa. 
■978  West  85th  Street,  ( levaland,  ubki. 
century  I'lub,  7  West  43d  SUeai,  N«ir 
York  City. 

District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

New  York,  Hoom  409  United  States  CnstomhoTise;  Boston,  eighteenib  floor 
Vnlted  States  Gnstomhonse;  Chicago,  804  Federal  Bnllding;  Bt.  Lonis,  402  Third 
Vattonal  Bank  Bnfldlngr  Atlanta,  621  Post  Office  Building;  Nev  Orleans,  1080 
Hlbemla  Bank  Ballding;  San  Francisco,  806  United  States  Castomhoase;  Seattle, 
MS  Alaska  Building.  CooperatlTe  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  New  Orleans  &  Texas 
Faeifio  Ry.  Co.,  Cincinnati;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board 
•f  Commeroe;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commene;  South  American  Agen^ 
Boathen  K7,  Co.,  Olwttanooga,  lena. 
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f&OPOSAIS  FOB  GOVEBHIOBIIT  SmPFIIES  ANB  OOHSTETFCnOl. 

I  Correspondence  eboald  bp  tllreet  with  the  offlceR  lutmefl,  and  spedficatloDs  can  mraaHj 
be  obtalued  at  the  polntB  where  the  goods  Hie  to  be  dellveied  or  th«  work  Is  to  be  oer- 
lorined.  In  cases  where  the  time  llnitt  is  too 'short  to  penult  linns  to  sobmlt'  tenden, 
the;  should  uk  to  be  phiL-ed  on  the  mailing  sists  oC  sncli  oOeaB  to  neein  notlees  calllnc 
for  tature  supplies  or  work  oC  ft  similar  nature,  j 

Medical  supplies.  No.  8021. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  rec^ved  at  the  Medical 
Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  543  Greenwich  Street,  New  rork,  N. 
a&d  204  South  Eighth  Street,  St  Lonle,  Ma,  until  March  17.  1916,  for  for- 
nishlng  compressed-air  apparatus ;  chloride  of  silver  electric  apparatus ;  wool 

throat  applfeatloQs;  red-flannel  bandages;  gauze  bandages;  linen  Buspeo- 
nory  bandages;  pounded-ash  laundry  baskets;  bed  cradles;  doabbs  boilers 
tor  ouoblng  purposes ;  monel-ware  wash  boilers ;  sectional  bookcases ;  glosS' 
stoppered  bottles ;  sugar  bowls ;  folding  boxes  for  tablets ;  round  IhipervfouB 
ointment  boses;  pill  boxes;  powder  boxes;  hair  brooms  and  brtMMs;  hand 
and  scrubbing  brushes;  gnlvaulzed-Iron  fire  buckets;  cabinets  f<^  dresslugi 
and  Instruments;  can  openers;  cooks'  caps;  gelatin  capsules;  dental  coses; 
ear,  nose,  throat,  and  eye  cases;  (H>erating  cases;  chairs;  chaiiK^  sfctiis; 
clocks;  cork  extractors;  cork  pressers;  corks;  absorbent  cotton;  cgtton 
bats;  crutches;  spit  cups;  disbes;  eye  sbndes;  forc^;  forks;  funnels; 
sterlllzetl  gauze;  glass  gnuluntes;  graders;  hand  grenades;  chloroform  to* 
halers;  knives;  Indies;  lawn  niuwers;  lliKileuni;  lye;  mats;  mattresses;  meat 
cutters;  medicine  dropiicrK;  mop  luiiiilles  and  bends;  mortars  and  i>e6tie8; 
Burgicnl  needles;  whltiM'iuuiiflt'd  pulls;  disli  pans;  dust  pans;  milk  pans; 
mufiin  pans;  tarred  piiiici';  liair  pencils;  feiitlier  pillows;  delf  pltctiers; 
adhesive  plasters;  piaster  of  Paris;  st<>ek  pots;  watering  pots;  racks  for 
urlnats  and  lieil  |Mins;  razor  stroiis;  ivf rlgerators ;  Iron  sates;  folding  bed 
screens;  settees;  salt  shakers;  Rhears;  wood  shoes  for  beds;  sfckles:  floor 
sieves;  oikil  silk;  soap;  spatulas;  sphygmomanometers;  sponge  boldos; 
spoons;  s|irinklers;  steels;  stetlioscopes;  revolving  stools;  stove  blacking; 
cntRiit,  liiji-seliiiir;  kimfniroo-ivndoii,  silk  worm-gut,  and  silver-wire  sutures; 
syringes;  lu'dsldo  tallies;  Instrument  tables;  operating  tables;  typewrite 
ta!)le.s;  tlierniociititerlcs;  tlienn»mieters ;  tonprne  depressors;  betl  trays;  gar- 
den trowels;  glass  tubing;  tumblers;  urinals;  vluls;  water  coolers;  extra 
sections  for  metal  cabinet;  water  stills;  copper  water  baths;  glass  beakers; 
dropping  bottles;  burettes;  centrifuges;  cover  glasses;  graduated  cylinders; 
flasks;  wire  gauze;  hemocy tometers ;  Belgian  hones;  staining  Jars;  mlco- 
66(^lcal  labels;  litmus  paper;  pipettes;  Altering  rings;  (doss  slides;  test 
igltuises;  test  tubes;  padlocks;  sandpopra:;  Bon  Ami;  matches;  stew  ket- 
ties,  etc. 

Coal,  fuel  oil,  and  acetylene  gas.  No.  3022. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received 

by  the  Lighthouse  Inspector,  Ketchikan,  Alaska,  until  May  19,  1916,  for 
furnishing  approximately  1,700  tons  of  coal,  5.000  barrels  fuel  oil,  and 
recharging  800  aceoiene  gas  tanks  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
'  1917.  Further  infonnatlon  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Light- 
house  Inspector,  Ketchikan. 
Medical  supplies,  No.  3023. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medical 
Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco.  Cal.,  until 
March  S,  1010,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  nt  Warehouse  D,  Fort  Mason, 
aluminum  bronze  wire,  ligature  carrier,  metal  mallet,  needles,  plaster  of 
Paris  knife,  wire  saws,  sliver  wire,  bulb  for  Boas's  stomach  pump,  fracture 
clamps.  "Factlc"  pads,  pelotte.  intensifying  screen,  transformer  for  con- 
trol and  regulation  of  X-ray  tube,  submucous  elevator,  septum  forceps,  solid 
rubber  tires,  mouth  gar^  sterilizers,  obstetric  mask  for  gas-oxygen  zppii' 
ratus,  sallne-solution  neater,  self-retaining  proctoclysis  tubes,  broncho- 
scope, nsceptlc  chairs,  rocking  chairs,  revolving  stools,  observation  tubes, 
Inundry-hag  holders,  wheel  ctretcliers,  and  Magnuson  apparatus  for  Murphy 
treotuient. 

Lumber,  No.  S024. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Lighthouse  In- 
spector, New  Orleans,  I*a.,  for  furnishing  long-leaf  yellow-pine  lumber. 
Further  Iiiforumtlon  may  be  obtnlued  on  application  to  the  Lighthouse  lo- 
spcctor,  Ne^v  Orleans. 

iMiHf^otor,  No.  3025. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medical  Sui^ 
Depot,  United  States  Army,  Fort  Mason,  Son  Francisco,  CaL,  until  March  7, 
lOlG,  tor  furnishing  and  deltvering  at  Warehouse  D,  Fort  Mason,  one  long- 
motor,  complete,  In  case. 
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VAUDATIOV  OF  TSASE-HABKS  IH  HEZICO. 

The  Department  of  State  announces  that  Mr.  Charles  B.  Parker, 
representing  American  interests  at  Mexico  City,  has  received  a  note 
from  the  Mexican  Foreign  Office  stating  that  sufficient  time  will  be 
granted  for  the  revalidation  of  patents  and  trade-marks  issued  by 
authorities  in  Mexico  which  are  not  recognized  by  the  existing  gov? 
ernment. 

The  patents  and  trade-marks  in  question  are  those  i^ued  outside 
of  -the  city  of  Vera  Cruz  between  November  4,  1913,  and  August 
25,  1915.  These  were  declared  void  by  an  order  of  September  24, 
3915.  As  a  matter  of  equity  and  in  order  that  interested  parties 
might  not  lose  their  rights  of  priority,  it  was  ordered  that  all  titles, 
certificates,  and  other  documents  relating  to  industrial  property 
acquired  under  these  circumstances  might  be  revalidated  by  filing 
the  proper  documents  with  the  Office  oi  Patents  and  Trade  Marks 
prior  to  January  31,  1916. 

In  its  note  to  Mr.  Parker,  the  Foreign  Office  states  that  if  this 
period  of  time  has  not  been  sufficient  it  will  be  extended  so  that  all 
interested  parties  shall  have  sufficient  time  in  which  to  comply  with 
the  requii-ements  as  to  revalidation. 

AUEBICAH  IKTESTKENTS  IH  TTBTraTTAT. 

[Consul  Herman  L.  Spabr,  Montevideo,  Jan.  27.] 

Another  instance  of  American  capital  coming  to  Uruguay  is  the 
establishment  of  a  new  frigorifico,  where  animals  are  slaughtered 
and  the  meat  frozen  to  be  exported  along  with  the  by-products. 
Morris  &  Co.  have  bought  208  aci-es  in  MontevideOj  valued  at 
$155,000,  and  will  begin  the  work  of  construction  within  a  month. 
The  enterprise  will  represent  a  total  investment  of  about  $2,500,000, 
and  the  daily  capacity  of  the  plant  will  be  1,200  cattle,  1,500  to  2,000 
sheep,  and  as  many  nogs  as  are  obtainable.  A  small  portion  of  the 
stock  has  been  sold  to  Urugiiayan  cattle  raisers  in  order  to  secure 
their  support.  The  plant  will  be  the  third  of  the  kind  in  Monte- 
video, the  others  being  Frigorifico  Montevideo,  owned  by  Swift  & 
Car,  and  Frigorifica  Ift-uguayaj.a  British  concern. 
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BK&ZH'S  TKADE  FOB  LAST  TEAB. 

[CoDiul'OMiml  Alfnd  U  Monan  OottBduUk,  Bio  A)  JftDrtro.] 

The  year  1915  left  Brazil  with  a  favorable  trade  balance  of 
$111^56;000,  which  is  a  better  showing  than  during  any  of  the  five 
previous  years.  The  year  1914  was  naturally  an  abnormal  one,  owing 
to  the  European  war,  resulting  in  a  large  decrease  in  exports.  The 
normal  export  figures  of  more  than  $300,000,000,  however,  were  not 
attained  during  1915,  and  therefore  the  favorable  trade  balance  .wa3 
^ue  to  decreased  imports,  which  barely  reached  45  per  cent  of  the 
imports  for  1913. 

The  favorable  trade  bnlances  during  the  past  six  years,  amounting 
in  bulk  to  over  $350,000,000  (deductmg  the  unfavorable  balance  of 
1913),  would  seem  to  indicate  a  most  prosperous  situation.  But 
Brazil  has  borrowed  heavily  abroad,  and  it  has  been  obliged  to  resort 
to  a  "  funding  loan  "  in  Europe  to  fend  off  the  payment  of  the  inter- 
ests on  its  outstanding  loans,  its  yearly  earnings  having  apparently 
been  insufficient  to  meet  these  obligations  in  the  past 

Tonign  Trade  Flpnres  for  the  Past  Six  Tean. 

The  imports  into  Brazil  during  1915,  according  to  official  advance 
figures,  were  valued  at  $146,423,000.  compared  with  $165,746,688  for 
1914,  and  the  exports  amounted  to  $257,779,000  against  $221,539,029 
for  1914.  The  total  value  of  the  import  and  export  trade  of  the 
country  for  the  past  six  years  is  given  below: 


Tw. 

ItBporti. 

Export*.  1 

T«r. 

Imports. 

Ezpnrti, 

3II7.«4.«ni 

an,»B.uB 

mo.  006.438 

a*,n«.767 

n3R.0SS.Ul 

ue.7ot.Am 
i«.a3,ooo 

nn,«aii.on 
22i.ai.on 

2S7.779,0K> 

W13  

Xarge  Demaw  la  ■zporto  of  Oottoa— Siqrar  Prieei. 

The  quantity  of  cotton  exports  amounted  to  only  about  25  per  cent 
of  the  average  export  for  the  quadrennial  period  preceding  1915.  ■  A. 
small  crop,  due,  it  is  said,  to  the  drought  in  the  North,  has  made 
prices  of  Brazilian  cotton  to  local  textile  mills  rise  to  such  an  extent 
that  textile  manufacturers  agitated  a  temporary  suspension  of  the 
present  prohibitive  duties  on  foreign  raw  cotton.  This  has  not  beai 
done,  however,  and  prices  still  remain  high. 

Because  of  the  high  war  prices  in  Europe,  Brazil's  former  stren^h 
as  a  sugar  exporter  has  again  been  shown,  although  domestic  prices 
have  risen  to  a  corresponding  level  with  those  of  other  necessities  of 
life. 

SUpmntf  of  Bvbber,  Coffee,  Hides,  Ete. 

The  quantity  of  rubber  exported  increased  by  1,634  tons  over  1914, 
but  the  value  decreased  by  over  $100,000.  Rubber  prices  have  been 
abnormally  high  owing  to  the  increased  demand  in  Europe. 

There  was  a  materia!  increase  in  both  the  quantity  and  total  value 
of  cacao  exported. 

Coffee,  BraziPs  present  mainstay  in  the  export  trade^  indicates 
clearly  the  large  crop  of  1915,  the  exports  during  1915  having  passed 
the  17,000,000-bag  mark.  While  this  is  an  increase  of  between  four 
and  six  million  bags  over  the  periods  &om  1911  to  1913,  the  tot^ 
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value  of  the  coffee  exports  of  1915  was  only  $156,653,000,  or  about  25 
per  cent  less  than  the  average  of  the  three  ^ears  from  1911  to  1913. 
Calculated  on  the  gold  basis,  the  average  price  for  coffee  during  1915 
was  46  per  cent  of  the  average  price  in  1911,  49  per  cent  of  that  in 
1912, 61  per  cent  as  compared  with  1913,  and  78  per  cent  as  compared 
with  1914. 

Hides  made  a  better  showing  last  year  than  during  any  of  the 
four  preceding  years.  A  substantial  trade  in  this  commodity  is  being 
built  up  with  the  United  States. 

Tobacco,  ^ins,  and  yerba  matt^  practically  maintained  their  nor- 
mal values  during  1915. 

Quantity  and  Talne  of  Exports  for  Tbree  Tears. 

.  The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  nine  prin* 
cipal  exports  of  Brazil  during  the  past  three  years  (the  ton  being 
the  metric  to^  of  2,240  pounds)  : 


Products. 

1913 

lOU 

191S 

Qnantftjr. 

Value. 

QuaotUy. 

Valiw. 

Qaantitf. 

Valm 

Tom. 

Tont. 

TofU. 

111,233.003 

ao.481 

19.071,000 

5,228 

n,397.000 

5.387 

3111.000 

31.860 

1.810.000 

59.071 

3.679.000 

1  obber.  

36,232 

50. 490. 009 

33.531 

34. 373.000 

35.165 

»,  360.000 

29.7Sfl 

7,753,000 

4a.7r>7 

9.251. OOD 

u.m 

M,0H.oao 



al3, 387,000 

198,416,000 

>11,37J.000 

131.306.000 

oi7,oni,ro3 

156:053,000 

35,075 

lO.S33.0O3 

81,442 

8.780.003 

38.321 

14,385,000 

39.3S8 

7,971,000 

96. 060 

7,509,000 

27.006 

5.383.003 

65, -us 

11,501.003 

»,S54 

fl.0W.000 

75,885 

ff.  082. 000 

3,232 

753, 003 

3,487 

2,187,000 

4,573 

3,607,000 

ft  Bags. 


AIQEEIAN  OLIVE  CBOP. 

IConsul  Dean  B.  Mason,  Algiers,  Feb.  7.] 

According  to  reports  received  by  the  Algerian  Bureau  of  Agri- 
culture, the  olive  crop  for  1915  considerably  exceeded  an  average  crop 
in  the  Departments  of  Oran  and  Algiers.  In  the  Department  of 
Constantine  some  disti'icts  had  a  large  crop  while  in  others  it  was 
unsatisfactory. 

No  figures  of  production  have  been  given  by  the  Bureau  of  Agri- 
culture, but  it  was  estimated  by  an  important  dealer  that  the  total 
yield  of  olive  oil  from  the  Algerian  olive  crop  of  1915  will  amount 
to  about  36,000,000  pounds  avoirdupois,  or  about  double  the  amount 
of  an  average  crop. 

According  to  the  Algerian  customs  statistics  10,171,007  pounds  of 
olive  oil,  valued  at  $1,086,897,  Avere  exported  in  1914,  and  12,080,181 
pounds,  valued  at  $1,290,784,  in  1915.  The  crops  of  1913  and  1914, 
from  which  the  oil  exported  in  1914  and  1915  was  obtained,  were 
both  unsatisfactory,  and  it  is  likely  that  the  amount  of  olive  oil 
available  for  export  in  1916  will  be  considerably  greater  than  dur- 
ing the  past  two  yeare. 

The  exports  of  cotton  laces  from  the  Nottingham  (England)  con- 
sular district  for  the  United  States  decreased  in  value  from  $4,745,030 
for  1914  to  $2,844,012  for  1915. 
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[Vice  CoDBul  Car]  C.  Baiu«i,  Banskok,  Jan.  4.] 

,  The  official  forecast  of  Siam^s  cotton  crop  for  the  season  1915-16 
shows  that  by  December  1^  1915,  there  were  6,700  rai  (1  rai  equals 
about  0.4  acre)  under  cultivation  in  Bisanuloke  Province,  2,000  rai 
in  Muang  Sridhamarat,  800  rai  in  Tap  Quang,  and  400  rai  in  Na^or 
Swarga,  against  7,374,  1,780,  650  and  400  rai,  respectively,  during 
1914-15.  Planting  was  begun  in  October,  and  the  plants  are  now 
doing  well.  A  general  estimate  places  the  prospective  yield  at  1 
picnr(133^  pounds)  of  cleaned  cotton  per  rai. 

The  Siamese  Government  has  given  considerable  attention  to  cot- 
ton growing  lately  and  has  established  an  experiment  station  at 
Sisanuloke,  where  instruction  in  cultural  methods  is  given  and  se- 
lected seeds  distributed.  A  motor-ginning  plant  has  also  been 
erected.  The  estimated  production  of  cotton  for  last  season  was 
23,988  piculs,  and  according  to  the  customs  returns  for  that  period 
15,736  piculs  were  ejcported,  of  which  11,375  piculs  were  shipped  to 
Hongkong,  4,340  to  Japan,  and  20  to  the  United  Kingdom.  During 
the  previous  five  years  the  cotton  exports  from  Bangkok  were:  1909- 
iO,  9,7C3  piculs:  1910-11,  8,982  piculs;  1911-12,  10,916  piculs; 
1912-13,  13,3(i2  piculs;  and  1913-14,  22,974  piculs. 

There  are  no  cotton  spinneries  or  cotton-goods  manufactories  in 
Siam. 


ncBEAsnra  AGHTmr  dt  Japanese  hasdwase  tbabe. 

General  trade  conditions  throughout  the  world  are  daily  produc- 
ing a  greater  effect  upon  the  hardware  market  in  Japan,  and  buyers 
are  compelled  to  pay  double,  or  in  some  cases  three  times,  the  figure 
they  paid  last  year.  The  Japan  Mail,  in  reviewing  the  situation, 
says: 

.Enameled  hollow  vrate  Is  heavily  denianOed  not  only  by  Britifdi  India,  the 
Dntch  Indies,  and  other  Asiatic  countries  which  ye&re  used  to  Jaimnese  lioods,  In 
some  de¥n*ee.  before  the  war,  but  by  Russia,  France,  and  other  European  coun- 
tries, which  liefore  tlie  war  sold  the  goods  to  Japan.  The  state  of  affintrs  19 
quije  well  reflecteil  tn  the  inrreosinR  activities  shown  by  the  lending  producers 
of  this  kind  of  ironware  In  this  country.  By  the  inerenstng  <)en)anfl  from  over- 
seas, those  worlis  are  heavily  t1«l  xip  and  can  scarcely  meet  requirements  oC 
the  home  market.  Accordlnftly,  the  Tokyo  Hollowware  Wliolesalers*  Associa- 
tion passed  a  resolution  that  prices  would  be  mised  30  per  cent. 

Aluminum,  copiwr,  tin,  and  otiier  ware  also  follow  the  same  path.  Agricul- 
tural Implements  have  been  affected  by  tlie  boom  in  the  metal  market. 

The  Japan  Chronicle  says  there  is  a  continued  boom  in  French 
nails.  Thjs  is  due  to  reduced  imports  and  high  prices  of  iron,  while 
the  demand  has  increased  in  a  large  measure.  Two-inch  nails  are 
quoted  about  four  times  as  high  as  the  normal  figure.  There  are 
some  imports  from  Tsingtau  and  Shanghai,  but  these  are  not  lar^ 
enough  to  make  good  the  deficit  in  the  supply  of  French  nails  in 
Japan.   It  is  expected  that  prices  will  go  up  still  further. 


Embroidery  machinery  to  the  value  of  $247,464  was  invoiced  at 
the  American  consulate  at  Plauen,  Germany,  for  the  Uitited  States 
during  1915  compared  with  $82,930  worth  for  1914,  and  leather 
gloves  valued  at  $412,737  compared  with  $832,300. 
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BSBKUDA  TTSnrO  AKEBIOAH  PHOTOaSAPHXC  KATEBIALS. 

[Consal  Carl  R.  Loop,  IlnmlltoD,  Feb.  8.1 

Hitherto  a  small  portion  of  the  materials  used  by  dealers  in  photo- 
Ip-aphic  materials  was  imported  from  Europe,  generally  in  tin-lined 
cases;  now,  however,  all  photographic  materials  are  imported  from 
the  United  States,  usually  in  boxes  lined  with  oil  paper.  The  terms 
are  usually  cash,  op  m  some  cases  payment  in  advance,  with  discomit 
of  6  per  cent. 

Plates  in  centimeter  sizes  are  not  used.  A  case  of  plates  5  by  7 
inches  in  dimensions  costs  $11  f.  o.  b.  New  York,  the  buyer  paying 
the  freight  charges  from  that  point,  amoimting  on  an  average  to  $1 
for  three  cases.  A  dozen  plates  of  the  5  by  7  size  retails  for  $1. 
Plates  are  not  sold  by  the  case,  because  there  is  not  a  sufficient  de- 
mand. A  certified  copy  of  the  bill  of  lading  should  be  furnished  the 
buyer  in  order  that  he  may  make  entry  at  the  curi»mhouse  in  Hamil- 
ton. It  is  not  necessary,  though,  perhaps,  advisable,  to  indicate  the 
net  and  gross  weights  on  the  bill. 

Dry  plates  are  subject  to  duty  at  the  rate  of  10  per  cent  ad  valorem 
and  to  an  additional  10  per  cent  upon  the  normal  amount  of  duty, 
which  in  effect  makes  the  duty  11  per  cent.  No  preferential  rate  or 
duty  is  accorded  to  any  country  by  Bermuda.  English  is  the  lan- 
guage of  the  islands. 

The  only  steamship  line  between  the  United  States  and  Bermuda 
is  operated  by  the  Quebec  Steamship  Co.,  22  State  Street,  New 
York. 

[A  list  of  dealers  In  photo^aphlc  materials  at  Hamilton,  Bermuda,  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district 
offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  72649.] 


TXTBUCATIOn  TO  PBOUOTE  SWEDISH  COHUEEGE  WITH  RUSSIA. 

[Tniulatlon  from  Vetchemle  VrentTa,  Jan.  24.  trnnsmlttpd  hj  Secretary  of  American 
Embassy  John  C.  Wblto,  Petrograd.J 

The  Swedish  publishing  6rm  of  Hasse  &  Tulberg  has  issued  an 
elaborate  reference  book  of  855  pages  with  the  Russian  title  "  Swed- 
ish Commerce."  The  publication  was  edited  by  the  secretary  of  the 

Swedish  College  of  Commerce  and  the  Russian  engineer  Ktishakoff. 
It  contains  a  detailed  de.scriiJtion  of  about  300  large  Swedish  busi- 
ness firms,  numerous  illustrations,  and  an  exact  register  of  merchan- 
dise and  firms.  It  contains  also  a  description  of  Sweden  as  a  trading 
country.  Among  the  contributors  to  "  Swedish  Commerce "  were 
the  director  of  the  commercial  division  of  the  Swedish  Ministry  of 
Foreign  Affairs,  the  director  of  the  Swedish  Export  Union,  and  the 
president  of  the  Commercial  College.  The  Swedisli  consuls  in  Pet- 
rograd  and  Moscow  assisted  in  the  publication. 

The  Swedish  Crown  Prince  took  special  interest  in  the  work,  his 
portrait  being  inserted  in  the  book.  The  book  is  obtainable  free  of 
charge  by  interested  persons  in  Russia.  A  second  volume  is  in  print. 
This  work  will  without  doubt  greatly  further  Russo-Swedish  com- 
mercial relations  and  the  spreading  of  information  in  Russia  about 
Swedish  industry. 

Bean  oil  to  the  value  of  $404,170  was  invoiced  at  the  American 
consuhite  at  Dairen,  Manchuria,  for  the  United  States  during  1915 
compared  ^ifh  $397,798  woith  for  1914. 
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VABiom  eomrnaxs  comnriT  bvse&it  of  siAsiuauM. 

Incidents  in  the  daily  routine  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of 
Standards  point  to  the  constantly  increasing  recognition  that  is 
accorded  in  all  parts  of  the  world  to  the  comprehensive  and  au- 
thoritative nature  of  the  activities  of  this  important  branch  of  the 
Government  service.  There  are  requests  for  results  of  investif^ 
tions,  for  the  scientific  publications  of  the  bureau,  for  informatitHi 
on  a  seemingly  infinite  variety  of  subjects.  A  single  day's  record 
of  correspondence  received  is  evidence  of  the  world-wide  apprecia- 
tion of  American  work  upon  standardization,  and  research  on  prob- 
lems connected  with  standards  and  the  determination  of  the  pn^ 
erties  of  materials. 

■  Inquiries  were  received  from  China,  Hungry,  Australia,  Jfew 
Zealand,  and  Peru  during  one  day  recently.  The  civil  engineer  in 
charge  of  the  municipal  laboratory  for  testing  building  materials  at 
Shanghai  asked  for  the  results  of  the  bureau^s  investigation  of  the 
value  of  fine  grinding  of  Portland  cements  by  granular  analysis. 
A  request  was  received  from  the  Royal  Hungarian  Central  Ofl&ce  of 
Weights  and  Measures,  at  Budapest.  Hungary,  for  an  exchange  of 
weights  and  measures  publications  between'  the  two  Governments. 
The  Australian  Statesman  and  Mining  Standard  of  Melbourne  de- 
sired to  purchase  two  copies  of  the  bureau's  circular  on  household 
measurements  and  also  its  publication  on  the  metric  system.  The 
chief  of  the  electrical  laboratory,  Peruvian  (>ovemqfient*8  Special 
School  of  Engineering,  at  Lima,  asked  for  a  publication  containing 
detailed  specifications  and  materials  for  constructing  standard  Wes- 
ton cadmium  cells.  The  general  manager  of  the  Christchurch,  New 
Zealand,  Gas,  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  wrote: 

I  am  a  member  of  the  American  Gna  Itistttnte  and  ot  the  Royal  Soclet7  ot 
Arts.  Would  be  pleased  to  have  results  of  your  Investigation  on  "Equations 
pf  thet  fhamcterlstlc  curves  In  relation  to  the  variation  at  tunsstoi  lamps  un- 
der dlfCereot  conditious  of  current,  etc." 


KXW  WICEEBWABK  INSTTSTBT  IN  HAWAU. 

[A,  P.  Taylor,  correspoiideiit,  ITonoluIii,  Feb.  11.] 

Wicker  furniture,  from  material  set  out  in  the  grounds  of  tlie 
United  States  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  at  Honolulu,  has 
been  made  by  Portuguese.  The  original  yellow  willow  {SaliiB  vitel- 
line),  brought  to  the  Hawaiian  Islands  from  Madeira  many  years 
ago,  was  employed.  Examples  of  this  furniture  have  made  their 
appearance  in  Honolulu  stores.  There  are  armchairs,  settees,  and 
fancy  tables.   "When  the^  become  soiled,  they  may  be  bleached. 

Old  residents  of  the  islands  who  have  become  interested  in  the 
development  of  this  new  enterprise  state  their  willingness  to  devote 
a  number  of  acres  to  this  plant,  and  the  Board  of  Agriculture  will 
furnish  slips  to  any  who  will  undertake  the  cultivation. 

The  Honolulu  stores  have  imirorted,  for  years,  wicker  fumitur© 
from  Japan,  China,  and  the  Philippines,  but  local  enterprise  pro- 
poses to  make  the  attempt  to  enter  this  field.  The  plans  are  due,  to 
some  extent,  to  the  increase  in  freight  rates  made  oy  the  Japanese 
steamship  line,  wjiicli,  since  the  retirement  of  the  Pacific  Mail  steiam- 
^ips  from  trans-Pacific  trade,  is  the  only  common  carrier  between 
the  Orient  and  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 

Coogle 


Digitized  by 


COUUEBGB  BSPOBISV  887 

CSUNESE  FBOTDTCE  TO  SETELOF  HIKING  BESOTJBCES. 

[CmuqI  General  Edwlo  B.  Cutmln^aiii,  Hankow,  Jan.  7.] 

The  Chinese  Central  Government  has  created  the  position  of 
Superintendent  of  Mines  of  Hupeh  Province.  The  object  is  to 
develop  the  mineral  resources  of  the  Province  in  an  intelligent  man- 
ner. It  is  well  known  that  Hupeh  is  rich  in  iron,  coal,  lead,  and 
copper,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  antimony,  silver,  and  possibly  other 
minerals,  can  be  found  in  paying  quantities. 

The  new  official  intends  to  begin  a  systematic  campaign  of 
prospecting  and  locating,  in  the  first  instance,  copper  and  silver 
mines,  and  two  Chinese  mining  engineers,  who  were  educated  in 
Belgium,  have  been  employed.  The  plan  seems  to  be,  so  far  as  de- 
termined upon,  to  locate  tlie  mines  and  develop  them  on  behalf  of 
the  government,  selling  the  ores  to  foreigners  who  will  have,  at  the 
present  time  at  any  rate,  no  interest  in  the  mines. 

Foreign  Eagfneer  to  Develop  Klnes. 

It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  superintendent  to  employ  any  foreign 
engineers  at  this  time,  though  he  has  stated  that  he  would  employ 
an  efficient  foreign  mining  engineer,  when  prospecting  has  been  com- 
pleted, for  the  purpose  of  developing  the  mines. 

The  superintendent  selected,  Mr.  Kao  Sung  Ju,  has  held  a  number 
of  positions  of  honor  and  trust,  as  under  the  Manchu  reign  he  was 
Superintendent  of  Education,  as  well  as  Superintendent  of  Industry, 
of  Hupeh,  and  is  now  director  of  the  Hupeh  Government  Cash  Bank, 
and  codirector  of  Hupeh  Government  Mint.  His  office  will  be  at 
tWuchang. 

NIGERIA'S  GROWHTG  IHTEBEST  IH  COTTON. 

tVlce  Consul  Harry  A.  McBride,  Boma,  Kongo,  Jan.  5.] 

Favorable  reports  have  been  received  from  the  Georgia  and  Up- 
lands varieties  of  cotton  that  have  been  raised  this  season  on  the 
experiment  farm  of  the  Nigerian  Government,  at  the  Moor  planta- 
tion, near  Ibadan,  in  southern  Nigeria.  In  northern  Nigeria,  how- 
ever, little  success  has  been  attained  at  the  experiment  farm  at  the 
Msugana  plantation,  near  Zaria. 

The  1915  crop  in  northern  Nigeria  is  reported  to  have  been  a 
failure,  and  the  shipments  from  southern  Nigeria  (Lagos)  were  also 
venr  much  less  than  in  the  preceding  two  years. 

The  value  of  cotton  lint  exported  fi'om  Nigeria  for  the  past  five 
years  has  been:  1910,  $381,408;  1911,  $325,G3J);  1912,  $500,759;  1913, 
$774,500;  and  1914,  $733,745,  but  1915  will  undoubtedly  sliow  a  big 
decrease.  The  quantities  exported  were  8,746  bales  in  1912,  12,522 
in  1913,  and  11,299  in  1914,  the  Nigerian  bale  containing  about  600 
pounds  of  cotton.  A  certain  portion  of  the  cotton  produced  is  con- 
sumed locally,  and  practically  all  exports  of  Nigerian  cotton  are 
marketed  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

[The  cotton  sltuntfon  in  British  West  Africa  was  discussed  In  n  dispatch  from 
Dakar,  Senegal,  published  tn  Couueoece  RiiiFORTs  for  Jan.  25, 191(1] 


Antimony  to  the  value  of  $1,751,969  was  invoiced  at  the  American 
consulate  at  Kobe,  Japan,  for  the  United  States  during  1915,  com- 
pared with  $226,681  worth  for  1914.  ^  . 
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YKLJm  OF  A3CEBICAX8  :A8  BEPSB8EITATIVZ8  ABBOW 

IConsnl  B.  A.  WakeOeld.  Port  KUzaMK  Bomtk  AtxiOM.  Ju.  12.1 

When  the  South  African  business  of  nn  American  exporting  firm 
is  suificiently  important,  iVmericans  should  be  in  craitrol.  Thar 
should  be  properly  trained  in  commercial  lines,  and  when  abroa^ 
should  call  more  freely  upon  American  consols  and  cfHiunercul 
attaches  than  has  been  the  custom  in  the  past,  for  information. 

Representatives  who  are  not  American  are  fairly  numerous,  and 
among  them  are  many  conscientious,  hard-working  commercial  men 
who  are  most  successful  in  selling  American  products.  Some  others 
are  quite  indifferent  to  American  products  in  general,  and  show  only 
a  lukewarm  interest  in  the  goods  they  represent.  Recently  several 
men  from  this  district  have  visited  tl^  United  States  and  obtained 
agencies.  Upon  retumiz^,  some  have  been  really  successful,  while 
others  have  had  results  quite  the  reverse,  principally  because  thepr 
do  not  obey  instructions  given  by  the  exporters  or  observe  the  ordi- 
nary business  rules  as  recognized  here. 

In  one  instance,  recently,  this  office  was  notified  by  a  wel!-knovm 
firm  of  manufacturers  that  an  agent  for  their  goods  in  this  district 
had  been  appointed  and  would  soon  be  in  Port  Elizabeth;  that  he 
had  been  instructed  to  confer  with  the  consul  regarding  two  or 
three  prospective  local  representatives  who  had  previously  been  in 
communication  with  this  oflSce.  The  agent  arrived,  but  he  failed  to 
visit  the  consulate  or  one  of  the  prospective  agents.  A  stranger  to 
Port  Elizabeth  was  appointed  agent,  and  so  far  not  a  sa^  has 
resulted. 

IHPOBTAIIOXr  ASJ>  USE  OF  SIEABIN  BT  GHZHA. 

fConanl  C  H.  Ganw.  detailed  ai  vice  eooaul,  fibaaghnl,  Jan.  SJ 

The  total  quantity  of  stearin  imported  into  China  during  1914  was 
1,334  tons,  valued  at  $255,361,  most  of  which  came  to  the  port  of 
Shanghai.  The  United  Kingdom  supplied  854  tons,  valued  at  $164,- 
008;  Belgium  241  tons,  valued  at  $17,963;  the  United  States  156  tons» 
valued  at  $33,617;  Sweden,  the  Netherlands,  Busaa,  and  the  Philip- 
pine Islands  the  remainder. 

A  branch  of  a  London  company  conducts  the  principal  candle 
works  at  Shanghai.  This  factory  turns  out  candles,  soaps,  glycerin," 
and  other  alli^  products.  There  are  a  few  native  candle  and  soap 
factories,  but  these  are  very  small  and  business  with  them  can  be 
conducted  only  through  the  medium  of  commission  agents. 

[The  name  of  the  candle  factory  mentioned,  and  a  list  of  American  commfs- 
slon  agents  for  stearin  In  Shanpha!  witli  whom  eirportera  can  correspoiitl,  may 
be  obtolnwl  from  the  Bureau  of  Foi-elKn  and  Domestic  Oommerce  or  Its  branch 
offices.  Beftv  to  file  No.  72810.  Articles  relating  to  Ama*lcan  Interest  In  the 
Chinese  candle  trade  were  published  in  Couukbce  Oefobts  for  Mar.  11,  1918^ 
and  Jan.  11,  1908.]   

Supplementary  List  of  AranUan  Stoek  Saism. 

The  Diario  Official  of  Brazil,  issue  of  January  26, 1916,  publishes 
a  supplementary  list  of  stock  raisers  of  that  country.  The  original 
list  was  mentioned  in  Commebce  Refobts  and  offered  for  inspection. 
The  supplementary  list  may  also  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offioe&  ^fer  to 
^e  No.  78288.  r^nnlp 
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TAIDE  OF  COBXECT  lUIFF  IBFtatXATIOIV. 

The  commercial  attach^  at  Petrc^rad  has  brought  to  the  attention 
of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  a  striking  instance 
of  the  value  of  the  foreign  tariff  information  which  it  famishes  to 
American  exporters. 

On  February  28, 1915,  a  general  tariff  increase  became  effective  in 
Russia.  The  only  articles  exempted  from  the  higher  duties  were  a 
limited  number  an  which  the  rates  could  not  be  raised  becanse  of 
Sussian  commercial  treaties  with  certain  European  countries.  A 
full  report  on  the  new  duties  appeared  promptly  in  Commercb  Rb- 
FOKTs  and  included  a  notice  to  the  effect  that  detailed  information 
would  be  supplied  by  the  Bureau  upon  request. 

The  attache  reports  that  from  the  date  of  the  new  law  (Feb.  28, 
1915)  until  early  in  October  the  Russian  manager  of  an  important 
United  States  shoe  company  was  unable  to  obtain  definite  information 
regarding  the  dutjr  properly  payable  under  the  new  tariff.  As  a 
result  duty  was  paid  at  the  rate  of  $4  per  100  pounds,  whereas  the 
amount  properly  chargeable  was  only  $3.64:  per  100  pounds.  Womai*9 
shoes,  as  it  happened,  were  among  the  articles  to  which  the  increase 
did  not  apply  because  of  a  commercial  treaty  with  France. 

The  company's  manager  in  Petrograd  stated  that  there  would  bo 
a  saving  of  about  $150,000  a  year  because  of  the  application  of  the 
lower  duty.  Assuming  that  the  average  monthly  shipments  of  this 
house  are  approximately  the  same,  it  will  be  eeen  that  a  charge  of 
more  than  $75,000  was  unnecessarily  borne  by  its  Russian  agencies. 
In  other  words,  on  each  case  of  shoes  cleared  through  Russian  custom- 
houses between  March  1  and  October  1,  1915,  an  overcharge  of  36 
cents  per  100  pounds  was  paid  without  protest  because  of  lack  of 
accurate  information.  If  application  had  been  made  to  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  the  new  rates  could  have  been 
correctly  quoted  within  a  week  or  two  of  their  enactment. 


snrmr  of  bail  joints  akb  bonds  oh  electbic  roads. 

Modem  practice  in  the  constmction  and  maintenance  of  rail 
joints  and  bonds  in  electric  railways  "  is  the  title  of  Technologic  Paper 
No.  62  of  the  Bureau  of  Standards.  The  paper  is  largely  a  compilation 
of  information  in  the  nature  of  data  and  opinions  submitted  by  43 
electric  railway  companies  which  answered  mquiries  sent  out  by  the 
bureau.  Anal^'sis  of  the  data  shows  that  soldered  bonds  have  been 
demonstrated  to  be  unsuccessful  and  are  now  practically  obsolete, 
while  all  other  types  of  standard  bonds  are  capable  of  giving  good 
resalts,  but  only  when  carefully  installed. 

Loose  rail  jomts  are  shown  to  be  the  most  prevalent  cause  of  bond 
failures,  and  as  a  result  there  appears  to  be  a  marked  tendency  to- 
ward the  adoption  of  improved  methods  and  materials  in  their  con- 
struction. The  adoption  of  various  types  of  welded  joints  to  take 
the  place  of  the  common  bolted  joint  appears  to  be  in  progress  in 
most  of  the  larger  cities. 

Hie  whole  problem  of  tnck  bonding  is  shown  to  be  in  a  state  of 
erolnticn,  owing  to  new  inventi(ms  and  recent  improvwnenta  in 
metikods  of  a>nstmction  and,  as  a  rrault,  ctHnplete  ^ndardizaticn 
ol  theM  practices  can  not  be  expected  for  some  time  to  come,  ^^i^ 
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THE  OBOmZZ&TIOir  OF  SATZNOS  BASKS  OT  GEUUHT. 

[CoiUDl  Onieral  JuUob  B.  Ltjr,  BerUlL] 

Notwithstanding  effoi*ts  to  unite  the  savings-bank  systems  of  the 
'  various  German  States  into  one  cohesive  whole  and  the  organizati<Mi 
of  a  German  savings-bank  union  in  the  year  1881,  there  exists  no 
central  board  or  bank  which  directs  savings  affairs  for  the  Empire. 
The  German  saving  banks,  therefore,  must  be  studied  by  States, 
euch  as  the  systems  of  Prussia,  Saxony,  Wurttemberg,  Badenj  etc. 
In  general  the  laws  relative  to  these  banks  are  not  of  a  national 
eharncter,  but  are  the  local  regulations  of  the  individual  duchies  and 
kingdoms.  The  Prussian  system  can  be  taken  as  fairly  exemplary  of 
the  systems  of  the  other  German  States. 

Modem  developments  in  banking  and  commerce  have  caused  many 
additions  to  be  made  to  the  old  Prussian  regulations,  yet  the  present 
system  is  largely  built  upon  the  regulations  concerning  "  the  estab- 
hshment  of  the  savings-bank  system  "  of  December  12,  1838.  This 
law  covers  most  of  the  general  principles  necessary  for  establishing, 
organizing,  supervising,  and  conducting  the  buEoness  of  the  pubhc 
savings  banks.  The  banks  formed  by  communal  organizations  are 
not  covered  by  this  law,  but  have  been  restricted  and  controlled  by 
various  new  statutes.  Regulations  formulated  by  city  authorities 
apply  only  to  city  savings  banks.  Special  regulations  of  a  more 
recent  date  have  been  made  to  apply  to  the  Hohenzt^em  lands  and 
Hesse- Nassau. 

Origin  of  German  Savings  Banks. 

The  German  savings  banks  may  be  regarded  as  having  their 
origin  in  the  projects  for  assisting  the  poor  that  were  presented 
during  the  second  half  of  tlie  eighteenth  century  in  northern  Ger- 
many. The  first  institution  of  this  kind  was  the  loan  bank  estab- 
lislicd  for  the  Duchy  of  Bnmswick  in  1765.  In  1778  a  bank  was 
established  in  Hamburg,  which  may  be  regarded  as  being  the  first 
German  institution  designated  as  a  "  Sparkasse,"  or  savmgs  bank. 
It  was  greatly  enhirged  in  1815,  when  it  became  the  guaranteed  in- 
stitution for  the  whole  Free  City.  The  savings  features  of  this 
bahk  were  organized  to  assist  members,  day  laborers,  hand  workers, 
seamen,  etc.  Other  cities  introduced  siniilar  institutions  and  the 
savings-bank  idea  was  taken  up  by  churches,  commimities,  and  com- 
mercial associations. 

As  stated  before,  the  Prussian  law  of  December  12,  1838,  contains 
the  principles  according  to  which  savings  banks  are  organized  and 
supervised  in  Prussia.  [A  translation  of  this  law  may  be  seen  at 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices 
upon  asking  for  file  No.  72708.]  The  entire  law  with  the  exception 
01  section  19,  which  deals  with  supervision,  treats  of  establi^inff, 
organizing,  and  administering  savings  banks.  The  law  is  necessari^ 
abbreviated  and  has  been  largely  augmented  by  interpretations  and 
court  decisions.  (On  pages  48  to  209  of  a  book  entitled  "The  Pms- 
sian  Savings  Bank  System,"  Hugo  von  Knebel-Doberitz,  of  the  De- 
partment of  the  Interior^  sets  forth  the  present  construction  appli- 
cable to  the  law  of  1838  in  the  form  of  commentaries.)  Each  indi- 
vidual city  or  community  in  which  a  savings  bank  has  been  estab- 
lished, has  added  its  own  regulations  to  those  prescribed  by  law  and* 
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dedaion,  so^  that  many  minor  differenoee  can  be  notod  in  re^rd  to 
the  local  administration  of  the  individual  banks. 

State  SnperrliloiL 

Section  19  of  the  law  of  1838  provides  that  the  supervision  of 
savings  banks  shall  be  conducted  by  the  district  representative  of  the, 
Central  Government  (Oberpraesident)  and  the  community  authpri- 
tie&  These  must  carefully  look  over  the  books  of  the  savings  banky 
convince  themselves  that  the  business  is  being  conducted  in  the 
proper  way,  make  investigations  if  necessary,  audit  the  cash,  and 
remedy  disorder  and  misuse. 

State  supervision  of  Prussian  savings  banks  was  first  introduced 
by  the  regulations  of  1838.  Before  this  time  State  officers  had  been 
reouired  to  take  notice  of  the  establishment  of  banks,  but  later  they 
did  not  trouble  themselves  with  the  orderly  management  or  super- 
vision of  the  banks.  The  supervision  accorded  by  the  law  of  1838 
subjected  the  entire  business  of  the  bank  to  State  control.  The  super- 
visory authorities  are  required  to  earnestly  combat  the  misuse  of 
funds  atid  internal  disorder,  and  are  also  authorized,  in  case  of 
necessity,  to  begin  bankruptcy  proceedings  as  provided  by  law.  By 
recent  orders  inspections  are  authorized  in  certain  cases,  and  the 
exact  manner  in  which  assets  are  to  be  reported  and  revised  are 
minutely  described.  By  far  the  larger  share  of  the  respond bility 
for  su}>ervision  rests  upon  the  local  officers,  whose  duty  it  is  to  judge 
the  seriousness  of  a  particular  situation. 

X«eal  Snperriiloa. 

Local  supervision  may  be  classified  largely  according  to  the  kind 
of  bank  affected.  Communal  banks  are  subject  to  the  supervision  of 
a  community  as  prescribed  by  law.  In  general,  every  governmental- 
authority  which  guarantees  a  savings  bank  is  responsible  for  the 
supervision  of  the  bank  thus  established.  Banks  under  the  super- 
vision of  authorities  for  countrv  districts  are  held  to  be  the  special 
responsibility  of  the  "Landrat"  (Privy  Councillor)  in  the  first  in- 
stance, but  finally  the  "Oberpraesident"  (provincial  governor)  is 
responsible  for  them. 

The  supervision  of  city  savings  banks  is  vested  in  the  first  instance 
in  the  Government's  representatives  (Regierungspraesident),  but  in 
the  last  instance  the  responsibility  is  placed  in  the  provincial  gov- 
ernor. For  the  city  of  Berlin  the  provincial  governor  is  charged 
with  the  originol  supervision,  but  he  in  turn  is  resi>onsible  to  the 
Minister  of  the  Interior  in  the  last  instance.  The  general  supervision 
of  all  savings  banks  is  vested  in  the  Ministry  of  the  Interior. 

When  the  law  of  1838  was  framed,  the  authors  only  had  in  mind 
the  applications  of  municipalities  for  savings  banks.  Later,  in  order 
to  include  other  territorial  divisions,  bodies,  and  societies,  a  broader 
interpretation-of  the  law  was  necessary.  Private  organizotions,  such 
as  unions  and  associations,  do  not  come  within  the  purview  of  the  law, 
but  banks  established  by  such  organizations  are  specially  regulated. 
Deposits  and  Assets— Reform  Proposals. 

According  to  the  latest  available  statistics  for  savings  banks  in, 
Germany,  there  were,  at  the  close  of  1913,  22,(^0,149  savings  accounts 
in  the  Empire,  over  half  of  which  (13,752,70*2)  were  in  Prussia  alone. 
On  December  1,  1910,  the  population  of  Germany  was  M^2&MZ, 
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Upon  this  basis,  and  unless  several  savings  acconnis  vero  held  by  a 
single  individual,  there  is  approximately  one  account  to  every  three 
persons  in  all  Germany.   According  to  the  same  data,  Germany  was 

credited  in  1913  with  2,917  principal  savings  banks  and  8,108  branches. 
The  total  value  of  property  which  the  savings  banks  had  belons^ng  to 
depositors  was  valued  at  18,305,811,000  marks  ($4,356,783,018).  All 
property  of  the  banks,  including  buildings,  deposits,  etc.,  but  exclud- 
ing the  reserve  fund,  was  valued  at  18,444,460,000  marks  ($4,389,- 
781,480).  The  reserve  funds  for  the  same  year  (1913)  were  stated 
as  amounting  to  886,390,000  marks  ($210,960,820). 

One  of  the  first  reforms  which  was  urged  was  the  connection  of 
the  public  savings  banks  with  the  postal  system.  In  one  form  or 
nnotner  plans  have  been  repeatedly  suggested  for  such  a  union  but, 
after  senous  consideration,  have  in  each  case  been  rejected.  Other 
projects  for  savings  banks  refoim  had  in  view  the  connecting  of  tbe 
savings  banks        insurance  against  old  age  and  sickness. 

The  Boberl  Plan. 

The  Scherl  plan  was  seriously  considered  by  the  Prussian  Gov- 
ernment about  1903,  but  because  of  disagreement  over  details  was 
never  finally  accepted.  The  object  of  the  plan  was  to  improve  the 
methods  of  making  saving  easy  and  attractive.  In  bnef,  it  provided 
that  an  intermediary  savings  institution  should  be  established  which 
would  divide  the  depositors  in  the  various  districts  and  would  or- 
ganize the  system  of  deposit,  A  premium  fund  was  to  be  estab- 
lished from  the  interest  accumulated,  from  which  at  the  end  of  the 
year  premiums  based  upon  the  amount  of  savings  were  to  be  granted. 
The  interest  from  which  the  premium  fund  was  made  would  other- 
wise have  been  lost  because  the  individual  depositors  would  never 
have  used  the  money  at  all. 

To  collect  the  savings  of  poor  depositors  a  messenger  plan  was 
proposed,  involving  the  use  of  deposit  stamps.  The  bank  messenger 
was  to  bring  the  money  from  the  home  and  to  give  stamps  in  return. 
The  messenger  himself  was  to  buy  his  stamps  for  the  day  before 
starting  out  in  the  morning.  In  this  way  no  extra  money  would  come 
in  for  which  stamps  had  not  been  given  out.  The  administration 
of  the  premium  fund  was  to  be  in  charge  of  a  committee  chosen 
from  the  most  prominent  men  of  the  German  savings-bank  system. 
The  fund  was  to  be  placed  to  the  account  of  one  of  the  members  of  the 
committee,  in  a  bank  which  was  under  Empire  or  State  supervision. 
For  every  208  marks  of  savings  the  bank  was  to  deliver  regularly 
1.80  marks  (43  cents)  to  the  premium  fund. 

The  intermediary  institution  had  nothing  whatsoever  to  do  with 
the  savings  after  their  collection.  Its  principal  duties  were  to  put 
the  system  in  motion,  to  establish  brRnches  all  over  the  country,  to 
employ  the  messengers,  to  look  after  the  issuance  of  the  stamps,  and 
in  general  to  control  the  actual  collections  and  the'  saving  To 
fulfill  all  of  these  capacities  the  institution  was  to  have  a  considerable 
capital,  which  Scherl  fixed  at  about  3,000,000  marks  ($714,000). 
Kewspaper  Profits  to  Fay  Interest  on  Capital. 

According^to  the  Scherl  plan  a  weekly  newspaper  was  provided 
for,  which  was  not  only  to  act  as  the  official  organ  between  tiie  interr 
mediary  savings  institution  and  the  depositors  and  the  banl».  but 
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also  waa  to  promote  saving  by  means  of  articles  dealing  with  the 
economic  life  of  the  people.  The  paper  was  also  to  contain  an  ad- 
vertising section,  the  proceeds  of  which  were  to  pay  for  the  interest 
and  otl^r  costs  on  the  3,000.000  marks  capital.  Thus  the  principRl 
elements  of  the  system  are  the  distribution  of  premiums,  the  sale  of 
stamps,  the  collection  of  saving,  and  the  press  and  advertising  work. 

As  the  Scherl  plan  was  rejected  in  1903.  there  is  no  immediate 
pr(»pect  that  it  will  be  again  considered.  Such  reforms  as  are  now 
propc^d  contain  one  or  more  features  of  the  original  Scherl  plan 
as  well  as  several  new  ideas.  The  present  system  is  sufficiently  satis- 
factory to  warrant  its  retention,  and  any  improvements  which  will 
commend  themselves  to  the  governmental  authorities  must  naturally 
be  those  that  accept  the  present  organization  as  a  basis  and  only 
serve  to  enhance  the  successful  methods  in  force. 

[An  Intn^tins  description  of  Bremen's  unique  savings  bank  appeared  In 
Dally  Consular  and  Trade  R^rts  for  Feb.  14,  1913.] 


AMEKICAN  COHS0LAS  OFFICEBS  OK  LEAVE  OP  ABSEHCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


tlon  or 
venue. 

AddrceM. 

K«Tll|«,  Ed  in  L  

Bmilv,  WlUlHa  BHrrtaon.... 

"aOw'Ti.  Tal  •  •n  

Mftr.  11 
Apr.  1 
Apr.  4 

lO-n  'ninton  street,  nmaielNilK,  Pa. 
1978  W«it  R»h  Street,  •  levvland,  Oblo. 
i.  entury  >  lub,  7  Weet  43d  Stnet,  K»w 

York  City, 

KAHCHESTER  TO  USE  FEAT  FEBTIUZEB. 

[Consul  Rosa  B.  Doladar.  Uanchester,  England,  Feb.  10.] 

The  municipal  authorities  of  this  city  at  a  meeting  held  on  Febru- 
ary 9  accepted  the  special  committee'^s  proposal  to  undertake  the 
experimentnl  manufacture  of  bacterized  peat,  or  "huroogen,"  sub- 
ject to  satisfactory  arrangements  being  made  with  the  discoverer, 
Prof.  Bottonley.  The  experiments  to  1»  made  ar«  stated  not  to  cost 
more  than  $2,433.  The  city  authorities  have  130  acres  of  raw  pent 
which  they  can  not  at  present  cultivate.  If  the  plan  succeeds  the 
peat  will  become  n  valuable  asset  to  the  municipality.  It  was  claimed 
by  one  of  the  city  councilors  that  the  treatecl  peat  is  a  commercial 
success,  and  can  dq  sold  at  a  good  profit. 

[Reports  on  humogen  ^-ere  pnblislied  In  Gomickbck  Repobts  for  Nov.  27, 1916, 
and  Feb.  12  and  Feb.  IG,  1916.] 

AHEBICAH  LABOBATOBT  WABE  AVAILABLE. 

Following  the  curtailment  of  the  supply  of  laboratory  ware  from 
foreign  sources  on  account  of  the  war  American  manufacturers  have 
entered  the  field.  The  names  of  makers  of  high-grade  laboratory 
Vare  will  be  furnished  inquirers  by  the  Bureau  of  Standards  of  tKe 
pepartaient  of  Commerce,  with  whom  those  interested  in  the  subject 
tkkoM  communicate.  i^^^^I^ 
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HAHKOW  A8  A  HEU)  FOB  TAABE  EXTEH8I0R 

{Consul  Cl«neral  Kdwln  S.  Cmmlngham,  HankoWi  ChtnOi  Dec  S1.I 
PoKible  Bales  of  Amerloan  Felt 

In  offering  felt  products  for  sale  in  the  Hankow  district  of  China, 
the  most  important  demand  to  be  found  would  be  that  for  shoes 
which  are  worn  by  the  Chinese  people.  Felt  suitable  for  this  purpose 
is  manufactured  m  another  ^art  of  China,  but  there  is  a  small  per- 
centage imported  from  foreign  countries.  If  American  manufac- 
turers can  compete  in  prices  and  quality  with  the  native  produ<^  it 
is  probable  that  there  would  be  a  reasonable  demand. 

Felt  shoes  are  very  extensively  worn  in  the  winter  season,  and  in 
certain  sections  felt  caps  are  worn.  Shoes  sell  at  retail  for  about  60 
to  00  cents  gold,  depending  upon  the  material  and  size.  Felts  are 
also  used  in  towns  by  Europeans,  to  a  limited  extent. 

There  are  no  piano  factories,  organ  makers,  or  automobile  repair 
shops  in  Hankow  or  this  vicinity;  nor  is  there  any  demand  for  felts 
to  be  made  into  acrobatic  tumbling  mats,  or  artificial  limbs. 

Limited  iBtereBt  in  Waterproof  faper. 

There  is  a  demand  here  for  waterproof  paper,  but  it  is  exceedingly 
limited.  It  is  possible  that  the  brick-tea  firms  would  be  interested. 
The  manufacturing  plants  of  this  Province  are  brick-tea  factories, 
the  British- American  tcbacco-cigarette  factory,  and  two  cotton  mills. 

A  tissue  paper  manufactured  in  China,  when  oiled,  is  waterproof. 
It  is  used  very  ext^sively  by  the  native  manufacturers  of  liquids, 
such  as  wood  oil  producers,  to  line  the  wicker  baskets  to  contain  the 
oil  for-  shipments  to  the  large  exporting  firms.  So  efficient  is  tho 
paper  that  the  oil  is  often  transported  several  hundred  miles.  Wine 
producers  use  the  same  paper  for  conveying  wine  in  wicker  baskets 
from  wholesale  to  retail  dealers.  Similarly,  this  paper  is  tied  over 
a  bottle  or  earthen  jar  to  prevent  the  liquid  from  bemg  poured  out, 
until  the  container  is  opened.  This  native-made  paper  is  very  efficient 
and  economical,  and  therefore  is  extremely  useful  in  Chinese 
commerce. 

[A  list  of  exporters  of  brick  tea,  and  a  list  of  general  Importers  at  Hankow, 
niny  l>e  obtnhiett  froiu  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its 
district  officfis.   Itefer  to  file  No.  72574.] 

TroTlsions  and  Lumber. 

Groceries  and  provisions  of  foreign  origin  are  used  mainly  by  the 
foreign  white  community  and  a  few  wealthy  Chinese  in  Hankow. 
The  bulk  of  the  Chinese  prefer  their  own  food,  which  is  infinitely 
cheaper  and  to  which  they  are  accustomed.  Lumber  has  always  high 
potentialities,  but  the  main  item  of  import  is  in  railway  sleepers, 
Where  the  United  States  is  finding  it  most  difficult  to  meet  Japanese 
competition.  Asphaltum  hns  future  possibilities,  and  it  might  be 
well  to  enter  the  commercial  field  with  a  view  to  the  future  expansion 
of  Hankow,  which  is  most  promising.  Several  concerns  which  are 
acting  as  agents  of  European  and  American  companies,  in  handling 
imports  to  Hankow,  might  possibly  act  in  connection  with  mar^ting 
asphaltum. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  perhaps  70  per  cent  of  the  total  importa- 
tion of  timber  into  Hankow  is  Oregon  pine,  which  consists  ox  sawn 
timbers  and  planks  of  various  and  numerous  dimensions 
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The  dimensions  most  in  use  are  12-inch  timbers  and  planks,  as 
these  sizes  are  best  adapted  to  ordinary  construction  work  and  espe- 
cially wherever  large  timbers  are  required  such  as  in  the  .building 
of  warehouses,  temporary  railway  bridges,  and  other  heavy  struc- 
ture Lengths  of  Oregon  pine  are  obtainable  which  can  not  be  had 
in  timber  from  any  other  countries. 

Flooring  is  practically  the  only  dressed  lumber  imported  and 
conies  in  sizes  ran^ng  from  1  by  4  inches  to  1^  by  6  inches.  Oregon 

Eine  sleepers  are  imported  to  some  extent,  both  creosoted  and  plain, 
ut  those  of  Japanese  oak  are  more  extensively  used  and  are  gener- 
ally stipulated  m  railway  indents. 

Antung  pine  comes  from  the  forests  of  the  Yalu  River  in  south- 
eastern Manchuria  and  is  extensively  used  by  the  natives  in  the  cou;^. 
struction  of  their  houses.  It  is  imported  in  the  form  of  roughly  hewn, 
logs.  Japanese  pine  is  likewise  imported  in  the  form  of  roughly 
hewn  logs,  averaging  in  length  from  8  to  16  feet,  and  is  sawed  into, 
planks  locally  by  hand.  Tt  is  used  both  for  the  construction  of  native 
houses  and  in  making  boxes. 

Sleepers  of  Oregon  pine  and  Japanese  oak  are  substantially  the 
same  in  price,  and  oak  is  perhaps  more  durable.  It  is  also  imported 
in  log  form.  I'his  finds  little  local  market,  but  is  sawn  up  for 
reexport  to  Europe. 

[Lists  of  retailers  In  the  provision,  trade,  of  lumber  Importers,  and  of  firms 
which  mtfilht  be  Interested  In  nuirketing  asphaltum  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Burenn  of  Fy>relgn  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  offices.  liefer  to  file 
No.  12,01)0.  China  and  Indo-Chlna  markets  for  American  lumber  were  dis- 
cussed folly  In  Special  Agents*  Series  No.  104,  of  the  publications  of  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  which  may  be  obtained  at  5  wnts  per  copy 
from  the  Superintendent  of  Doaiments,  Government  Printing  Oflice,  Washing* 
Um,  D.      or  from  the  district  offices  of  the  Bureau.] 


Imports  of  Toilet  Articles  Into  Chosen. 

Imports  of  toilet  articles  into  Chosen  for  1915  amounted  to 
$167,320,  compared  with  $141,301  in  1914,  as  reported  by  Consul 
General  Bansford  S.  Miller  at  Seoul.  The  chief  items  and  their 
amounts  for  1915  were:  Toilet  soap,  $64,209;  toilet  or  perfumed 
waters  and  oils,  other  cosmetics  and  perfumery,  $G7,815j  tooth  pow- 
der and  pastes,  $14,118;  washing  powder,  $10,646;  hair  cosmetics, 
$9,641.  American  exporters  usually  find  it  advisable  to  have  the 
Chosen  territory  covered  by  their  agents  in  Japan. 


District  Offices  of  the  Bnrean  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Kew  York,  Koom  408  XTnlted  States  Castomtaonse;  Boston,  elj^lttecnth  floor 
Vnited  States  Castoinhoase;  Chicago,  S04  Federal  Building;  St.  loais,  402  Third 
Vatlonal  Bank  Ballding;  Atlanta.  S21  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020 
Htberala  Bank  Building;  San  Ztanclsco,  806  TTnlted  States  Cnstomhonse;  Seattle^ 
022  Alaska  Bnilding.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Clereland,-  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  Kew  Orleans  A  Texas 
Pacific  By.  Co.,  Cincinnati;  Xos  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board 
of  Commerce;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Oommeroe;  South  Ameriean  J^^ent, 
Southern  Ky.  Co.,  Chattanot^a,  Tens. 


Cotton  gloves  valued  at  $1,689,433  were  invoiced  at  the  American 
consnlate  at  Chemnitz,  Germany,  for  the  United  States  during  1915, 
compared  with  $2,815,088  worth  for  1914.  ^  I 
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for' each  opportualt;  sbould  b«  on  a  Bftparatc  nbect  end  the        BiiiBlier  glrcD,  ' 

Wearing  apparel,  No.  20334. — A  man  In  Jflpan  writes  that  he  desires  to  estab- 
lish commercial  relations  with  American  Importers  of  eiik  wearing  ap- 
parel, such  as  cliemises,  combinations,  petticoats,  nightgowns,  wrapper^ 
kimonos,  evening  coats,  jackets,  gowns,  bowery,  scarfs,  veils,  motor  caps, 
sweaters,  shirts,  pajamas,  blouses,  dresses,  handkerchief,  embroideries, 
cut  velvet  pictures,  bags,  etc ;  and  cotton  shirts,  pajamas.  Mouses,  etc 

Ooal,  No.  20335.— An  American  consular  officer  in  Portngal  reports  that  the 
proprietor  of  a  cotton  mill  in  Portugal  desires  to  Import  steam  coal-  for 
factory  use.   Quotations,  c.  L  f.  destination,  and  analyses  shouM  be  cabled. 

Sausage,  bacoti,  and  pork,  etc^  No.  20336. — ^An  American  consnlar  officer  In 
Spain  writeff  that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  Import  all  classes  of  pork 
products,  such  as  sausage  casings,  sausages,  bacon,  etc.  Correspondence  may 
be  in  English.   Reference  is  given. 

Meat-outting  machinery.  No.  20337. — An  American  consnlar  officer  tn  Hu8Sla 
reports  that  he  has  several  inquiries  for  catalogues,  price  lists,  and  full 
Information  from  firms  desiring  to  purchase  meat-cutting  implements  and 
maeblnery.   Catalogues,  etc.,  should  be  sent  to  the  consulate. 

Attar  of  ro8C$,  No.  20338. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  transmits  an  In- 
qnlry  from  a  firm  in  the  United  States  which  desires  to  be  placed  in  tooch 
with  American  Importers  of  attar  of  roses.  It  is  stated  that  this  flrm  n6vr 
has  20  kilos  (about  44.092  pounds)  of  this  material  In  New  Yctk.  for 
disposal. 

Surgical  innti'umeHts,  No.  20339. — ^A  firm  In  Canada  writes  that  It  desires  to  be 
placed  in  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of  surgical  Instiniments, 
with  a  view  to  representing  them. 

Coifee  and  sugar  aacks.  No.  20340. — An  American  consnlar  officer  In  Nicaragua 
reports  that  a  tirni  in  ids  district  desires  to  receive  quotatiuus  and  samples 
of  jute  coffee  sacks,  150-pound  net  size,  and  sugar  sacks,  50  and  100  pound 
sizes,  jute  preferred,  but  it  Is  stated  that  the  flrm  is  witling  to  test  cotton 
sugar  saclm  if  prices  and  results  from  experiment  are  satisfactory.  Quota- 
tions are  desired  on  quantities  up  to  100,0C0  fur  the  coffee  sacks,  and  from 
10,000  to  20,000  for  the  sugar  sacks,  t.  o.  b.  New  Tork  or  c.  1.  f.  destination. 
Correspondence  maybe  in  English. 

iMComotive  tubes.  No.  20341.— A  flrm  with  offices  In  Spain  ond  the  Fblted 
Kingdom  writes  that  It  desires  to  be  placed  In  toach  with  American  manu- 
facturers of  wrought  iron  and  steel  solid-drawn  locomotive  tubes.  At 
present  it  is  in  the  market- for  10,COO  tubes,  45  millimeters  (about  1.771 
Inches)  internal  by  50  milllmeteL-s  (about  1.068  inches)  cisternal  diameter. 
In  lengths  of  3.670  meters  (about  12.04  feet),  4.250  meters  (about  13.943 
feet),  4.485  meters  (obout  14.714  feet),  ond  6.260  meters  (about  17.257 
feet).  If  solitl-drawn  tubes  are  not  available,  It  Is  stated  that  tap-welded 
tub^  will  be  considered. 

^otor  boat,  No.  20342. — A  man  In  Bolivia  writes  that  he  Is  tn  the  market  for  a 
special  type  of  crude  protroleum  motor  boot  for  use  on  a  river  varying  in 
depth  from  2  to  3  feet.  He  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  prices,  and  fUU 
Information,  Inchniing  speed,  number  of  crew  required,  whether  more  con- 
venient to  use  freight  lighters  with  a  tug  or  power  launch,  etc 

Printing  machinery,  furniture,  etc..  No.  20343. — A  man  In  India  writes  that  be 
desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of 
printing  machinery,  furniture,  paints  and  varnishes,  art  enameling,  agri- 
cultural Implements,  8ee<ls,  and  flrst-class  books  for  technical  and  trade 
schools.   He  also  desires  trade  Journals  devoted  to  these  lines. 

Sporting  goods.  No.  20344.— An  American  consular  officer  in  Spain  reports  that 
a  man  in  his  district  desires  to  purchase  nil  kinds  of  sporting  goods,  sodi 
OS  foot-ball,  terinls,  hockey,  and  motorcycle  spedaltlea.  Correspondence 
should  be  In  Bpanlsh.  Reference  is  given. 
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FBEKCH  FBOHIBinOH  013  SVQASL, 

[Cablegram  from  American  consnl  general,  Paris,  Mnr.  8.] 

A  presidential  decree  of  March  2, 1916,  in  effect  immediately,  pro- 
hibits the  importation  into  France  of  raw,  refined,  or  powdered  sugar 
of  foi-eign  oiigin  or  that  shipped  from  foreign  countries.  The  pro- 
'hibition  is  not  applicable  to  sugar  imported  by  the  Government  or 
to  that  for  which  the  order  was  placed  prior  to  February  1, 1916. 


CIPHEB  CODE  BEaVL&TIOH  IS  COLOMBIA. 

[American  Uinister  Thaddetn  A.  Thomson.  Bogotfl.] 

Code  telegrams  written  in  private  or  special  codes  will  not  be 
accepted  for  transmittal  in  Colombia,  unless  a  copy  of  the  special 
codes  have  been  deposited  with  the  general  telegraph  offices.  This 
regulation,  published  in  the  Diario  Oiicial  of  January  8,  refers  to  all 
cipher  codes  other  than  the  generally  recognized  commcrciiil  codes. 
"When  a  special  code  is  deposited,  notice  must  also  be  givtn  of  the 
persons  who  will  send  and  receive  messages  in  this  code.  The  rate  of 
4  cents  a  word,  now  used  for  urgent  or  rush  messages,  will  apply  to 
special  code  telegrams. 

The  regulation  does  not  mention  cablegrams,  but  it  is  presumed 
they  are  included,  as  cablegrams  must  pass  over  the  Government  tele- 
graph lines  to  the  coast. 


Not  a  Cooperative  Office. 

The  notice  in  recent  issues  of  Commerce  Reports  as  to  the  Daven- 
port (Iowa)  Commercial  Club  having  been  made  a  cooperative  office 
of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  was  premature,  as 
arrangements  to  that  end  hare  not  been  effected. 
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HITRIC  AGID  AS  A  BTESTUFF  POB  W0(^ 

[Thomas  H.  Norton,  commercial  agent.] 

In  these  days  of  an  acute  shortage  in  dyeing  material  any  inno- 
vation in  tinctorial  methods  which  promises  even  a  minimnm  of 
relief  deserves  careful  attention. 

Interest  in  British  dyeing  circles  has  been  awakened  by  a  nevrlv 
patented  process  for  prcKlucing  khaki  effects  on  wool,  in  which 
neither  natural  nor  artificial  colors  are  employed. 

It  is  a  matter  of  common  observation  to  all  dabblers  in  chemistir 
that  nitric  acid  produces  a  yellow  colorati<m  on  animal  tissues  and 
fibers — on  the  human  skin,  for  ealample,  or  on  a  swatch  of  white 
silk  or  woolen  yam. 

Attempts  in  the  past  to  utilize  this  reaction  have  failed  to  attain 
any  results  of  a  practical  nature.  This  was  chiefly  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  prolonged  exposure  of  silk  or  woolen  yam  to  the  action 
of  strong  nitric  acid,  requisite  for  the  production  of  a  pronounced 
deep  yellow  tint,  involved  such  a  tendering  of  the  fiber  that  its  ose 
for  textile  purposes  was  quite  out  of  question. 
Hew  Kethodi  ]>«Tlud  -and  Their  Effeota^  • 

The  essential  features  of  the  newly  devised  method  are  based  upon 
the  fact  that  wool,  when  but  briefly  exj)osed  to  the  action  of  nitric 
acidj  undergoes  a  profound  change  in  its  chemical  deportment,  and 
possibly  in  its  physical  properties.  An  analogous  example  is  that 
pf  the  transformation  or  ordinary  paper  into  artificial  parchment, 
as  the  result  of  brief  immersion  in  sulphuric  acid. 

Nitrified  wool  shows  the  effects  of  the  alteration  in  the  chemical 
nature  of  the  fiber  most  notably  in  its  behavior  toward  tinctorial  sub- 
stances. Its  affinity  for  many  dyes  is  decreased  to  a  marked  degreet 
On  the  contrary,  its  ability  to  react  with  certain  categories  of  chemi- 
cals is  intensified.  This  is  more  particularly  the  case  with  the  com- 
moner mordants,  such  as  alum,  blue  vitriol,  bichromates,  etc. 

The  nitrification  of  wool  is  effected  as  follow^:  The  fiber  is  treated 
for  about  <me  minute  in  a  bath  of  dilute  nitric  acid,  of  6°  Tw.,  or 
1.025  sp.  gr.  (corresponding  to  about  5  per  cent  of  HNO,),  at  a 
temperature  of  180°  F.,  and  then  thoroughly  squeezed.  It  possesses 
a  pale  yellow  tint.  If  it  now  be  treated  with  ammonia  or  a  caustic 
alkali,  the  color  is  immediately  transformed  to  a  fiery  orange  yellow. 
The  hue  thus  produced  is  not  fast  to  acids,  but  can,  however,  be 
re^nerated  by  renewed  treatment  with  an  alkali. 

Quite  different  is  the  reaction  when  the  nitrified  wool  is  introduced 
into  an  alkaline  bath  of  one  of  the  ordinary  mordants.  Duller  shades, 
but  shades  of  great  fastness,  are  promptly  produced.   They  corre- 
spond mainly  to  the  various  khaki  tints,  now  so  popular. 
Ae^latlon  of  Shades. 

The  depth  of  shade  is  regulated  by  the  preliminary  treatment  in 
the  nitrifying  bath.  It  can  be  intensified  by  usin^  a  stronger  acid, 
by  raising  the  temperature,  or  by  prolonging  the  time  of  immersion. 
It  is  affected  to  some  extent  by  the  length  of  time  allowed  for  treat- 
ment in  the  second  bath,  containing  the  solution  of  a  metallic  salt. 
Ordinarily  an  immersion  for  two  minutes  in  this  bath  8uffioe&  It 
may,  however,  be  prolon^d  indefinitely. 

The  method  is  susceptible  of  numerous  modifications.  Mixtures 
of  various  mordants  are  employed  in  the  final  batli,  small  amounts 
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of  the  mordants  mentioned  or  of  other  mineral  salts,  such  as  cop- 
peras or  titanium  sodium  sulphate,  are  introduced  into  the  primnry 
nitrifying  bath.  In  these  cases  the  second  bath  may  contain  simply 
lime,  or  bleaching  powder,  or  hypochlorites,  or  prussiates,  which 
develop  the  color  sufficiently. 

Under  certain  circumstances  drying  after  treatment  in  the  nitrify- 
ing bath  is  advantageous.  Incidentally,  this  brings  about  a  thorough 
carbonization  of  any  burrs  pi-esent  in  the  wool. 

The  process  is  so  exceedingly  simple,  and  apparently  capable  of 
meeting  effectively  the  current  demand  for  certain  shades  on  wool, 
that  it  deserves  a  careful  and  thorough  examination  at  the  hands 
of  American  djrers.  It  may  prove  to  be  of  material  assistance  in 
lessening  the  existing  hardships  in  certain  branches  of  dyeing. 

■  [Information  concerning  tlie  patent  rfphts  for  the  United  States  ami  Canada 
can  be  obtained  from  tlie  Bureau  of  ForelRn  and  !>omes(.ic  Commerce  or  Its 
district  olDces,  wliere,  also,  samples  of  the  dyed  products  obtaiocd  from  nUrlfieil 
wool  are  on  exhibit.  Refer  to  file  No.  807,] 


UPHOLDS  SmPFIHG-COUHISSien  FLAH. 

Assistant  Secretary  of  Commerce  E.  F.  Sweet  spoke  Saturday 
before  the  Norwegian- American  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  its  meet- 
ing at  the  Waldorf-Astoria,  New  York.   After  a  discussion  of  the 

Sroblems  and  opportunities  facing  American  exporters  and  of  the 
ependence  of  the  counto*y  upon  shipping  facilities,  Mr.  Sweet  spoke 
in  favor  of  a  well-rounded  and  competent  commission  to  take  up 
the  entire  merchant-marine  situation  in  the  United  States.  He  pro- 
posed that  the  commission  should  have  upon  it  navigation  experts 
of  the  highest  character  and  ability  without  personal  interests  to 
serve.  Continuing,  he  said : 

The  foreign  trade  wo  are  getting  with  IltUo  effort  at  tlie  present  time  wlH 
be  the  subject  of  fierce  coimiierclal  antngonLsm  at  the  end  of  the  European 
war.  Failure  to  hare  a  sufllclont  numtier  of  »lilps  under  the  American  flag  at 
that  time  vrill  be  Altai.  Our  financial  resources  were  never  In  better  shnite  tor 
making  the  foreign  Investments  which  are  estientlfll  to  tho  most  lucrative  trade. 
With  the  single  exception  of  shipping,  all  the  present  conditions  are  most 
propitious. 

The  plnu  which  Is  l)efi»re  Congress  should  1h>  most  carefully  scnitinlze<i  and 
disousse<l,  !)ut  in  a  con^Jtructive  rather  flian  in  a  destrucUve  .ipirit.  There  are 
some  phascH  of  the  shipping  problem  from  which  wo  may  take  courage.  If 
recent  legislation  has  placecl  some  greater  burdens  upon  shipping,  it  is  also 
true  that  recent  legLsiution  has  romoveii  bunlens.  Tlie  raniiniji  ('nnal  net  of 
August  24.  1912,  as  amondwl  by  the  act  of  August  IvS.  1014,  has,  in  effect,  given 
US  free  ships  for  foreign  traile.  It  Is  now  no  longer  npces-sarj*  that  such  ships 
should  be  built  In  American  shlpyanls.  This  is  a  forward  step  of  great  inipor* 
tance.  even  though  tlie  American  Hhlpbulldlng  industry  may  In  the  course  of  time 
reach  the  full  iiionsure  of  success  and  take  Its  proper  place  among  the  world's 
competitive  industries. 

But  perliaiw  the  most  encouraging  element  in  the  pr&sent  situation  '.s  the  fact 
that  the  American  people  realize  ns  never  before  their  need  of  a  merchant  ma- 
rine.- Public  sentiment,  whldi.  when  aroused.  Is  irresistible.  Is  evincing  an 
Interest  in  the  shii»plng  problem  htherto  unitnown.  Interest  will  soon  become 
determination,  and  tho  determination  of  the  people  of  tho  United  States  gets 
what  it  want& 

Vice  Consul  P.  R  Josselyn  reports  that  during  November  a  San 
Francisco  firm  established  a  branch  in  Canton,  China,  for  the  sale 
of  tinned  provisioi^  and  also  iron  sheets,  bars,  nails,  eta 
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ASaEHTDTA'S  FOBEION  OOKHSBCE  TM  UIO. 

The  foreign  commerce  of  Argentina  in  1915  is  shown  in  a  pro- 
visional report  issued  by  the  Argentine  Department  of  Statistics, 
and  published  in  the  Revista  de  Economia  y  Finanzas  for  February 
6.  The  total  imports  were  $218,051,487,  and  the  total  exports 
$538,740,820,  making  the'  trade  balance  in  favor  of  Axgentins 
$319,789,333,  the  largest  ever  showxL 

BigaiftoaaM  of  Import  flgores. 

The  imports  were  less  than  in  any  year  since  1905,  and  less  by 
$43,352,786  than  in  1914,  but  during  the  last  Quarter  of  1915  the 
imports  were  50  per  cent  more  than  m  1914,  inaicating  a  return  to 
normal  conditions.  The  imports  of  oils  and  greases  amounted  to 
$34,875,376,  an  increase  of  $19,350,000  over  those  in  1914,  this  re- 
markable gain  being  attributed  to  the  growing  use  of  petroleum  or 
naphtha  as  a  substitute  for  coal,  the  latter  being  more  expensive  and 
difficult  to  obtain  since  the  outbr^k  of  the  war.  Another  significant 
increase  was  that  of  affiicultural  supplies,  the  imports  of  $6^17^1 
being  double  those  o£  this  class  during  the  preceding  year.  The 
largest  item  of  import  was,  as  usual,  textiles,  the  figures  for  1915  be- 
ing $50,116,857. 

Lars*  Znoreaie  ia  Xzportt. 

The  increase  in  exports  was  enorntons,  totaling  $209,026,502  more 
than  in  1914.  AgricultViral  and  animal  products  were  the  principal 
items  of  export;  wheat  and  com  alone  amounted  to  $6,6(^,634,  an 
increase  of  $2,238,127  over  the  preceding  year.  The  ex|>ort8  of 
animal  products  to  the  value  of  $211,123,168  represent  an  increase 
of  $64,689,058  over  1914,  but  it  is  stated  that  this  difference  is 
chiefly  due  to  the  increased  valuations  given  to  meat  in  1915  to  more 
nearly  conform  to  actual  market  prices. 


POBTirCHrESE  XASEET  FOB  VWUKEEY  ABB  TOILET  ABTIGZX& 

[Consnl  Oeneral  W.  L.  Lowrle,  Lisbon,  Fab.  2.1 

There  is  an  excellent  market  in  Portugal  for  the  hi^h-grade  per- 
fumery and  toilet  articles.  The  French  and  the  American  standard 
perfumes  and  toilet  soaps  are  most  in  demand,  and  their  sales  seem 
to  be  increasing,  especiallv  those  of  the  American  manufacturers. 
The  cheap  qualities  of  perfumes  and  toilet  articles  are  manufactured 
in  the  country  and  are  protected  against  foreign  competition  by  a 
tariff  of  1  esctido  per  kilo  (32  cents  a  pound,  according  to  the  preaent 
value  of  the  escudo,  which  is  about  $0,705). 

In  1913  Portupil  imported  $115,819  worth  of  perfumery,  the 
figures  by  countries  beinc:  France,  $78,784;  Germany,  $17,134;  Great 
Britain,  $9,300;  United  States,  $8,522;  and  other  countries,  $2,079. 

The  only  effective  way  of  introducing  these  goods  is  through  visit- 
ing salesmen  fully  equipped  with  samples  presented  in  an  attractive 
manner.  This  is  the  method  employed  oy  French  and  Genoan 
houses,  and  the  results  obtained  have  been  very  satisfactory. 

(A  list  of  Importers  of  perfumery  and  toilet  articles  in  LIstma  and  Oporto 
can  be  obtained  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Onumerce  or  Its  district 
offices.   Kefer  to  file  Na  73169.] 
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nrCBEASXS  TBAirS-PACinC  FBEiaHI  BATES. 

IConsul  Qeneral  George  B.  Anderaon,  Hongkong,  Jan.  i6.] 

After  making  temporary  increases  three  times  within  the  past 
month  in  the  rates  on  freight  between  Hongkong  and  Far  Eastern 
points  on  the  Pacific  Ocean  on  the  one  hand  and  the  west  coast  of 
the  United  States  on  the  other,  the  trans-Pacific  conference  lines  have 
finally  agreed  to  a  somewhat  radical  increase  which  they  anticipite 
will  bring  some  stability  to  the  trade  for  some  time  to  ccme.  The 
increase  has  been  made  upon  practically  all  lines  of  products. 

Soods  Awaiting  Shipment. 

The  general  freight  situation  in  Hongkong  and  eastern  ports  has 
come  to  a  serious  condition.  Practically  every  warehouse  in  Hong- 
kong is  full  of  freight  awaiting  shipment.  There  is  especially  strong 
'  donand  in  the  United  States  for  rubber  from  the  East  Indies,  tin, 
gunny  bags,  and  jute.  The  demand  for  these  products  is  so  strong 
mat  rates  on  th^  have  gone  up  to  a  point  and  the  demand  for  space 
for  them  has  become  so  strong  that  practically  no  other  cargo  is  going 
forward  in  the  larger  and  faster  ships.  There  is  now  6,000  tons  of 
such  valuable  cargo  in  the  warehouse  of  one  company  alone  awaiting 
space.  Practically  nothing  at  the  present  time  is  goin^  forward  in 
the  way  of  ordinary  Chinese  merchandise.  The  result  is  that  trade 
in  some  of  the  principal  commodities  in  South  China  at  present  is 
practically  at  a  standstill  and  at  present  there  is  little  or  no  prospect 
of  any  improvement  in  the  situation  as  regards  such  cargo. 

The  minimum  rate  of  freight  from  Hongkong,  Amoy,  Foochow, 
Keelung,  and  Manila  to  San  Francisco,  Portland,  Oreg.,  Tjicoraa, 
Seattle,  Victoria,  and  Vancouver  by  the  new  tariff  is  $12  gold  a  ton 
of  2,000  pounds,  or  40  cubic  feet  at  ship's  option,  and  the  rate  runs  to 
$30  gold  per  ton  on  more  valuable  cargo  plus  an  additional  ad 
valorem  charge  for  the  most  valuable  goods.  The  rates  are  effective 
for  the  Toyo  Kisen  Kaisha,  the  Royal  Mail  Steam  Packet  Co.,  the 
Ocean  Steamship  Co.  (Ltd,),  the  Java-Pacific  Lijn,  the  Glen  Line, 
the  Royal  Mail  Steamship  Line,  the  China  Mutual  Steam  Naviga- 
tion Co..  the  China  Mail  Steamship  Co.,  the  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
way Co.  s  Line,  and  the  Bank  Line  (Ltd.). 


HAHKOW  IHGBEASES  ITS  EXPORTS  OS*  BBISTLES. 

[Conaul  General  Edwin  8.  Cunnlnstaam,  Hankcnr,  China,  Jan.  21.] 

Bristles  have  commanded,  during  the  past  year,  an  unusually  high 
price,  and,  as  a  result,  there  were  exported  to  the  various  pni-ts  of 
the  world,  from  Hankow  during  1015,  21,949  piculs  {2.920,5ii3 
pounds)  of  bristles,  which  exceccls  by  more  than  25  per  cent  the 
quantity  exported  during  an/  one  year  of  the  last  decade.  Only 
248,000  pounds,  valued  at  $170,059  gold  were  exported  to  the  United 
States,  which  is  about  75  per  cent  of  the  quantity  exported  during 
the  previous  year.  The  bulk  of  the  expoits  are  to  Great  Britain; 
France  is  second  in  impoi*tance;  and  the  United  States  is  third  in  th« 
list  of  consumers. 

[A  Hat  of  exporters  of  bristles  nt  Hftnkow.  and  where  tbey  hnve  Amerlcnn 
ffilUng  ogents.  the  nnnies  of  such  afients,  may  he  obtalnetl  from  the  Bureau  <^ 
Forel^  and  Domestic  Ck)mmerce  or  Ita  Olstrict  officer  Refer  to  file  No.  73082J 
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GABTO  COHSITKmS  AmCTHKt  AimtTCATT  BUES. 

[CoiUDi  WUIlain  Duluj  Hooter,  Nice,  France,  Fah.  8.1 

The  prices  of  wine  are  about  100  per  cent  higher  than  in  1914, 
but  there  is  doubt  as  to  the  possibility  of  importi^  CaUfomia  winee 
to  Cannes  for  several  reasons.  The  wholesale  price  of  winee  in  1914 
were  about  20  to  24  cents  a  gallon,  while  thev  are  now  40  to  50  cents 
a  gallon.  Transportation  and  insurance  between  American  and 
Mediterranean  ports  are  very  high,  and  it  is  improbable  that  Cali- 
fornia wines  can  be  sold  on  the  Cannes  market  at  the  same  prioee 
as  domestic  wines. 

Flour  and  grain  of  all  kinds  are  imported  to  this  consular  district 
through  the  port  of  entry  at  Marseille,  and  canned  goods  of  American 
origin  are  procurable  at  all  the  more  important  grocery  stores  of 
the  district,  but  the  native  population  is  not  accustomed  to  canned 
goods,  and  the  demand  for  them  is  comparatively  small.  Even  if 
these  commodities  were  imported  in  larger  quantities  and  were  sold- 
at  more  popular  prices  it  is  doubtful  if  the  demand  would  be  sufficient 
to  warrant  the  importation  of  such  articles  on  a  large  scale. 

Ho  Facilities  for  loading  or  XTnloadlsff. 

There  are  no  facilities  for  loading  or  unloading  cargo  boats  on  the 
Cannes  quays.  The  harbor  there  was  not  built  for  commercial  pur- 
poses,  but  especially  to  accommodate  pleasure  yachts,  and  there  are 
no  railway  tracks. 

The  perfume  manufacturers  at  Orasse,  who  are  exporting  their 
goods  to  the  United  States,  prefer  sending  them  by  rail  to  Marseille, 
as  it  is  cheaper  and  more  convenient  than  to  send  them  by  ship  to 
Marseille  via  Cannes.  According  to  the  latest  available  statistics 
of  the  port  of  Cannes  the  merchandise  imported  into  that  harbor  was 
26,019  tons  in  1913,  and  that  merchandise  was  almost  entirely  im- 
ported by  transshipment  at  Marseille;  the  rest  arrived  by  sailing 
ships  from  the  smaller  ports  of  the  Italian  Riviera. 


ATEEHS-FIBAETTS  RAILWAY  HAS  FBOFITABIE  TEAB. 

The  annual  report  for  1914,  issued  by  the  electric  railway  connect- 
ing Athens  and  Piraeus,  Greece,  states  that  the  company  transported 
during  the  year  a  total  of  7,389,708  passengers,  of  whom  2,0o0,819 
traveled  first  class,  and  the  remainder,  6,338,889,  traveled  third  class. 
The  gross  earnings  were  $544,253.    Vice  Consul  George  P.  Waller, 

i'r.j  says  that  the  two  cities  are  likelv  to  be  united  eventually  by 
>mlding  operations  along  the  line  of  this  railway.  Trains  of  five  to 
seven  cars  run  every  15  minutesj  the  distance  is  a  little  less  than 
7  miles,  and  the  time  consumed  in  transit  is  less  than  20  minutes. 
Bound  trip  tickets,  first  class,  are  sold  for  23  cents. 


Sugar  Estatea  in  Barbados. 

A  copy  of  a  list  of  sugar  estates  in  Barbados,  British  "West  India, 
has  been  transmitted  by  the  American  consul  at  Bridgetown.  This 
list  gives,  in  addition  to  the  name  and  location  of  the  plantation,  the 
area  and  the  power  used.  A  copy  of  the  list  can  be  obtained  at  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices  by 
referring  to  file  No.  71117.  ^  " 
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E&TPTS  TBASE  Hf  1816. 

The  figures  relating  to  trade  in  Egypt  in  the  calendar  year  1915, 
recently  published  by  the  Egyptian  customs,  have  been  compared 
by  the  Near  East,  a  London  publication,  with  the  figures  for  1913, 
the  last  normal  year  preceding  the  war  in  Europe.  The  imports  dur- 
ing 1915  amounted  to  $95,542,768  and  the  exports  to  $133,692,688. 
This  sliows  a  shrinkage  of  30  per  cent  in  imports  and  one  of  14  per 
cent  in  exporte,  while  in  1914  the  decline  was  22  per  cent  in  imports 
and  24  per  cent  in  exports.  The  conclusaon  is  reached  that  Egyptian 
trade  is  fast  recovering  the  loss  occasioned  during  the  early  days  of 
the  war. 

Principal  Chan8:es  In  Imports  and  Expdrts. 

Ainon^  imports  the  chief  items  that  showed  a  diminution  as  com- 
pared with  1913  were  live  stock  fthe  Sudan  is  now  meeting  Egypt^s 
requirements  to  a  great  extent),  ^ins  and  tanned  goods,  cereals,"con- 
struction  wood,  furniture,  building  material,  textiles,  worked  iron 
end  steel,  machinery,  tobacco,  artificial  indigo,  and  ready-made  cloth- 
ing. Imports  of  worked  iron  and  steel  amounted  to  $8,33*2,217  in 
1913  and  to  $2,804,797  m  1915;  those  of  machinery  to  $~>,382,230  in 
1913  and  to  $440,985  in  1915.  Increases  were  noted  in  frozen  meat, 
tea,  beer,  coffee,  pepper,  and  sacks — all  these  undoubtedly  due  to  the 
lar^e  military  forces  maintained  of  late  in  Egypt — and  also  natural 
indigo,  coal,  matches,  and,  to  a  less  extent,  petroleum  and  benzine. 

In  exports  the  decline,  as  might  be  expected,  was  almost  entirely 
due  to  cotton,  the  value  of  the  exports  having  fallen  off  by  more 
than  $30,000,000.  The  cigarette  trade  decreased  by  37  per  cent. 
There  were  increased  exports  of  eggs,  cereals,  onions,  sugar,  wool, 
and  skins  and  tanned  goods. 

Share  itf  frlneipal  Oonntrlei— Trade  with  the  TTnlted  States. 

The  largest  imports  came  from  Great  Britain,  the  British  posses- 
sions, Italy,  the  United  States,  Greece,  and  France  in  the  order 

named,  each  showing  a  gain  as  compared  with  1913,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  France.  Import  trade  with  Roumania,  as  well  as  with  Ger- 
many, Austria,  and  Turkey,  has  almost  disappeared.  Each  of  these 
countrie?,  witli  those  previously  mentioned,  contributed  more  than 
$5,000,000  in  value  to  the  imports  of  1913. 

Exports  went  chiefly  to  Great  Britain,  the  United  States,  Italy, 
France,  Switzerland,  and  Bussia  in  the  order  named,  these  being  the 
only  countries  that  received  Egyptian  exports  of  a  vahie  of  more 
than  $5,000,000  each.  France  and  Russia  alone  among  these  countries 
showed  a  decrease  in  expoits  received  from  Egypt  in  1915  as  com- 
pared with  1913. 

Egyptian  imports  from  the  United  States  in  1915  amounted  to 
$5,lT3,110,  exports  to  the  United  States  to  $24,524,847.  According 
to  Egyptian  customs  returns,  the  United  States  has  not  only  increa.sea 
sales  0^  136  per  cent,  but  has  also  doubled  its  purchases  from  E^ypt. 
The  chief  imports  from  the  United  States  were  petroleum — entirely 
replacing  the  Roumanian  supply,  which  was  cut  off  by  the  clo.-;ing 
of  the  Dardanelles — coal,  benzine,  and  flour,  while  cotton  represented 
97  per  cent  of  the  exports  across  the  Atlantic. 

The  share  of  the  foreign  trade  of  Egypt  taken  by  the  British 
Empire  has  risen  from  37  to  56  per  cent  of  the  imports  and  from 
46  fo>  53  per  cent  of  the  ezporta. 
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FBICES  OF  PASX  PBODtrCTS  ZH  GOBITWAIL  SISIBICT. 

[Conflui  O.  R.  Tnggart,  Cornwall.  Ontario,  Canada.! 

The  following  are  prices  received  by  farmers  in  the  Cornwall 
^Canada)  district  for  their  principal  prodticts  during  July,  1914 
(the  month  before  the  European  war),  in  February,  1915,  and  in 
February,  1916.  The  figures  for  1914  and  1915  are  taken  from  the 
report  of  the  dairy  and  cold  storage  commissioner,  Canadian  depart- 
ment of  agriculture,  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31, 1915.  Thoob 
for  1916  came  from  local  authoritative  sources: 


Fiodocts. 

Jnlr,  1914. 

Ytbnarf, 
1916. 

19W. 

v.n 

r.Eo 

$7.n 

110.00 

136.00 

135.00 

UUcta  cow.t: 

78.00 

fl>.00 

m.ao 

CO.  00 

GO.  00 

80.00 

1.00 

l.» 

1.U 

.SO 

.45 

.85 

.80 

M 

Ba.y: 

15.00 

18.00 

M.ao 

U.0O 

ao.oa 

n.oo 

.«5 

.35 

1.40 

s.oa 

1.7S 

.36 

.45 

.s 

.» 

.30 

.10 

.10 

.30 

.IS 

.18 

.17 

.15 

>.» 

a.3B 

The  general  decrease  in  prices  in  February,  1916,  as  compared 
with  1915,  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  in  1915  prices  were  strained 
higher  than  normal  by  excitability,  and  that  after  another  year  the 
perspective  of  actual  conditions  was  clearer. 

Sigb  Pricei  of  Potatoes  and  Fork. 

Two  products  have  increased  considerably  in  prices  recently, 
namely,  potatoes  and  pork.  Potatoes  (listed  above)  are  over  three 
times  as  nigh  as  a  year  ago.  The  reason  given  is  that  the  farmers 
have  been  holding  tneir  supply  for  higher  prices  which  they  believe 
will  be  caused  by  the  war  demands.  A  decline  in  the  price  of  pota- 
toes is  expected,  however,  when  the  looked-for  shipments  from  New 
BrunswicK  arrive.  The  price  of  pork  is  said  to  be  the  highest  in  this 
locality  for  the  last  15  ^ears.  The  farmers  are  getting  $15  per 
100  for  the  entire  pig,  weighing  125  to  175  pounds. 


KATCHKAKIN6  MAGHINEBT  TK  AUSTRIA. 

[Coamil  General  Albert  Halste&d,  Vienna,  Feb.  8,] 

It  is  probable  that  at  the  close  of  the  war  there  will  be  a  market 
for  American  matchmaking  machinery  in  Austria-Hungary  if  it 
can  be  delivered  at  prices  that  compete  with  the  machinery  already 
in  use  here  or  if  it  ofTers  such  efficien<7  in  production  as  to  reduce 
the  cost  of  manufacture. 

It  is  improbable  that  a  market  could  be  created  her  for  match 
sticks.  Austria-Hungary  has  abundant  forests,  and  matchmaking 
is  a  growing  industry.   Only  the  nonpoisonous  match  can  be  sold. 

[The  name  of  on  agent  who  would  be  nt>le  to  represent  American  maDOfiic- 
tarers  of  matchmaking  machinery  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  offices.  Befer  to  file  Kow  7aO0Q.l 
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[Connl  A.  a  Cooke,  Fatnu,  Jan.  20.] 

There  is  in  the  consular  district  of  Patras,  Greece,  a  fair  market 
for  the  ordinary  small  split  wooden  hoop,  for  the  making  of  currant 
barrels  and  cases.  The  market  has  brought  its  supplies  thus  far  from 
Sicily,  the  hoops  being  of  chestnut,  apparently  scions  about  1  inch 
in  diameter  split  and  with  the  bark  left  on  the  hoop. 

These  hoops  are  imported  in  various  lengths,  thicknesses,  and 
qnantities,  somewhat  as  follows:  7  feet  7  inches  long,  in  bundles  of 
150  hoops  each ;  6  feet  3  inches  long,  in  bundles  of  200  hoops  each, 
and  4  feet  11  inches  long,  in  bundles  of  400  hooi>s  each.  The  thick- 
ness  of  the  hoop  is  0.2  and  0.4  inch,  and  the  Tridth  of  the  hoop  is 
about  1  inch. 

C*a*uttptl«a  aad  Piiees. 

About  2,500,000  hoops  of  all  dimensions  are  consumed  on  this 
market  per  annum.  The  avera^  price  per  bundle  at  Messina,  Sicily, 
has  been  about  60  cents,  according  to  hical  importers.  The  customs 
duty  at  Patras  is  about  10  cents  per  bundle  of  100  pounds. 

Hoops  of  the  first  two  dimensions  named  are  used  tor  the  making 
of  currant  barrels.  Thc»e  of  the  third  dimension  named,  as  well  as 
many  of  the  second,  are  used  for  strapping  the  ends  of  currant  casea 

'I  he  hoops  have  been  brought  heretofore  by  sailing  vessels  in  small 
cargo  lote  direct  from  Siciiy.  They  are  thoroughly  dried  upon  ar- 
rival. It  is  the  practice  of  barrel  and  case  makers  to  immerse  them 
in  salt  water  for  a  few  days  just  before  using  them  in  order  to  make 
the  hoop  supple. 

Interested  American  firms  should  quote  prices  if  posrible  c.  i.  f. 
Piraeus  or  Patras,  Greece.  F.  o.  b.  prices  American  ports  are  not 
desirable,  since  it  is  practically  impossible  for  importers  to  get 
freight  quotations  from  American  ports.  Dimensions,  should  De 
given  with  the  quotations:  and  it  would  be  well  to  send  by  parcel 
post  small  samples  of  the  hoops  offered,  as  American  hoops  are  not 
Known  here. 

[The  address  of  the  two  leading  tmportera  of  hoops  tn  Patras  can  be  ob- 
tained at  tlie  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  oflkas 
by  leferrlns  to  file  No.  73357.] 


AHESICAV  GONSTTLAB  OFFICEKS  OH  lEATB  OF  ABSEHOE. 


The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Expira- 
tion of 

Addrva. 

Watte,  Ethelbert  

finOlay,  WfUiam  Uairison.... 

Hw.  U 
Apr.  1 
Apr.  4 

vm  riinton  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pv 
1974  WosC  85th  Btr««t,  I  leveJand,  Obi^. 
I  entriry  Club,  7  Wast  *3d  StrMt,  N»W 
York  City. 
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INTEBHATIOnAL  OEOBEIIO  WOBX  ABTAHdHa. 

The  United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  in  reporting  work 
that  has  been  done  or  is  planned  by  the  Government  of  Canada  and 
Mexico,  expresses  the  hope  that  all  of  the  nations  in  the  Americas 
will  extend  the  primary  triangulation  and  the  gravity  stations  over 
their  territory  as  rapidly  ns  possible.  Suggestions  along  this  line 
were  made  by  the  Second  Pan  American  Scientific  Congress. 

The  Geodetic  Survey  of  Canada  is  now  carrying  a  scheme  of  pri- 
mary triangulation  from  Dixon  Entrance  to  the  southern  point  of 
Vancouver  Island.  It  is  expected  that  the  Geodetic  Survey  of 
Canada  will  also  extend  a  primary  iriangulation  from  White  Pass,  at 
the  head  of  Lynn  Canal,  down  the  Yukon  Kiver  to  connect  with  the 
triangulation  along  the  one  hundred  and  forty-first  meridian.  When 
work  now  planned  is  completed  there  will  be  a  connected  primary 
triangulation  from  latitude  59°,  through  Alaska,  Canada,  the  United 
States,  and  Mexico  to  latitude  16°,  a  difference  of  43**  in  latitude. 
It  will  be  a  great  advantage  to  both  Canada  and  Alaska  to  have  this 
new  primary  control. 

A  letter  has  recently  been  received  from  Pedro  C.  Sdnchez,  director 
of  geographical  and  climatolcgical  studies  of  Mexico,  asking  if  it  is 
convenient  for  the  United  States  Coaat  and  Geodetic  Survey  to  coop- 
erate in  the  near  future  with  the  Mexican  Geodetic  ConunissioiL. 
which  is  one  of  the  bureaus  of  his  department,  in  the  connection  or 
the  triangulations  of  Mexico  and  the  United  States  at  the  crossing  of 
the  ninety-eighth  meridian  and  the  Rio  Grande.  This  matter  is  now 
under  consideration,  and  it  is  hoped  that  within  a  short  time  the 
work  can  be  undertaken. 


NICABAOUA'S  FTTTTmE  INTEBEST  IN  CATTLE  BAISIHO. 

[Consul  CoroeUiis  Ferris,  Jr.,  BlncAelda,  Feb.  1.] 

Americans  of  largo  means  who  seek  oj)portunities  in  the  Bhie- 
fields  section  of  Nicaragua  should  investigate  the  possibilities  in 
cattle  raising.  That  appeai-s  to  be  the  one  industry  in  which  the 
producer  is  independent  of  middlemen  and  other  agencies  for  reach- 
mg  a  market.  The  purchaser  seeks  the  cattle  and  ouys  them  at  the 
hacienda.  It  has  not  been  demonstrated  that  the  low  grade  of  cattle 
now  raised  in  eastern  Nicaragua  can  be  improved;  but  men  con- 
versant witli  the  subject  believe  that  the  most  promising  future  of 
the  country  is  in  that  line  of  development.  Cattle  have  been  shipp^ 
from  here  to  Pananm  and  to  Cuba.  Some  were  raised  on  this  coast 
and  others  were  driven  from  the  interior  of  the  country.  They  ^d 
sale  here,  while  other  products  must  seek  foreign  markets. 

Effort,  Capital,  and  Patience  Needed. 

It  is  not  advisable  for  anyone  to  come  to  eastern  Nicaragua  with 
the  idea  of  going  into  business  at  once,  or  expecting  returns  before 
studying  locul  conditions  and  devoting  much  time  to  putting  an  en- 
terprise upon  a  pratlicitl  basis.  The  Tropics  do  not  hold  forth  glow- 
ing opportunities  without  great  effort,  capital,  and  patience.  East- 
ern Nicaragua  is  well  favored  in  climate  and  resources,  but  there 
has  been  no  beginning  in  the  development  of  necessary  agwcies  of 
trade  for  utilizmg  the  country^s  natural  riches. 
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SUITS  EXPORTS  OF  FOODST0PPS. 

[Tlot  Cottsol  Carl  C.  Hansen,  Bangkok,  Jan.  10.] 

Rice  and  canned  pineapples  are  the  only  Siamese  food  products 
ihat  reach  European  and  Anierican  markete,  the  fexport  of  all  other 
foodstuffs  being  confined  to  oriental  ports. 

Of  the  food  products  available  for  export  rice  is  the  most  impor- 
tant, 1^6^69  short  tons,  valued  at  $31,578^32  having  been  shipped 
from  the  port  of  Bangkok  during  the  fiscal  ;^ear  1915,  agamst 
1,314,858  tons,  valued  at  $36,518,687  in  the  previous  year.  Nearly 
one-half  of  the  yearly  rice  e:sports  from  Bangkok  are  consigned  to 
Singapore,  about  one-third  to  Hongkong,  and  the  remainder  is 
mainly  distributed  to  European  countries,  the  United  Kingdom  tak- 
ing the  larger  share.  During  the  fiscal  year  1915  a  total  of  11,759,760 
pounds,  vfUued  at  $172^71  reached  United  States  marktts  througn 
the  ports  of  San  Francisco  and  Seattle,  as  compared  with  8,854,467 
pounds,  valued  at  $162,431,  for  the  preceding  year. 

l^ettlnation  of  Flneapplet—Salted  and  Dried  Fish. 

Slam's  total  output  of  canned  pineapples  for  the  fiscal  year  1915 

amounted  to  7,687  cases,  valued  at  $15,842j  and  with  the  exception 
of  one  case  was  consigned  to  the  United  Kingdom,  while  out  of  the 
14,657  cases  produced  during  the  previous  year  10,736  cases  were 
dipped  to  British  and  3,500  to  other  European  ports,  311  to  Sin^- 
pore,  4  to  Denmark,  and  6  cases  to  the  United  States.  The  pine- 
apple-canning industry  in  Bangkok,  however,  has  ceased  during  tiie 
present  year  and  its  resumption  is  uncertain. 

The  salted  and  dried  fish  exports  for  the  fiscal  year  1915 
amounted  to  9,647  tons,  valued  at  $368,122,  against  15,329  tons^  value 
$666,173  for  1914,  All  of  Siam's  marine  products  have  hitherto 
been  consigned  to  oriental  ports  only,  although  it  seems  that  the  sale 
of  one  of  these  fish  products  at  least  might  merit  further  extension, 
namely,  that  known  locally  as  "  pla  too,"  which  not  only  is  highly 
esteem^  by  the  Siamese  epicure,  but  also  has  acquired  a  reputaticm 
for  its  dainty  taste  throughout  the  Far  East. 

Other  Ezporti  of  Tood  Prodactt. 

The  only  other  local  food  products  exported  during  1915  were  the 
following:  Dried  mussels,  3,072,000  pounds,  value  $133,444;  ducks' 
eggs,  $23,505;  copra,  72,267  pounds,  value  $2,685;  onions,  8,863,733 
pounds,  value  $30,437;  pomeloes,  $15,018;  salted  meat,  105,200 
pounds,  value  $3,870;  palm  sugar,  2,361,600  pounds,  value  $36,140; 
peas  and  beans,  384,000  pounds,  value  $5,506:  birds'  nests,  18,667 
pounds,  value  $14,776.  Tne  entire  output  of  the  edible  birds'  nests 
was  shipped  to  Hongkong  for  the  Chinese  market. 


GOCOHTTTS  TTHDEK  CULTIVATION  IS  SIAU. 

(Vice  Consul  Cnrl  C  Hansen,  Bangkok,  Jan.  5,] 

The  total  number  of  coconut  trees  planted  in  Siam  is  now  reported 
as  follows:  10.000  in  Nagor  Jaisri  Province,  1,074,000  in  Rajburi 
Province,  187,900  in  Prachin  Province,  39.600  in  Chanda  buri  Prov- 
ince, 70,000  in  Beira  Burna  Province.  150.600  in  Bavab  Province, 
6,700  in  Roi-ech  Province,  and  166,000  in  Bhuket  Province.  The 
crop  is  doing  satisfactorily  in  every  Province. 
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OOTEBITHEHT  BAIIWAT  BITSIBESS  IB  JAPAV. 

[Vice  Consul  M.  D.  KIrJawoff,  Tokohana.  Jsn.  la] 

Increases  In  mijeage  of  the  Oovemment  Railways  and  in  number 
of  st:itions  and  rolling  stock,  and  decreases  in  number  of  passengers 
carried,  in  total  tonnage  of  freight,  and  in  traffic  receipts,  for  the 
year  ended  March  31,  1915,  are  features  of  a  report  issued  by  the 
Imperial  Japanese  Railway  Bureau.  An  attempt  was  made  at  re- 
trenchment m  ex}>enses,  resulting  in  reductions  of  the  number  of 
railway  shops,  the  nimiber  of  workmen  employed  in  these  shops,  the 
average  wages  paid  per  day,  and  the  average  wa^es  per  day  per 
capita  to  the  laborers  and  workmen.  The  last  two  items  mentioned 
were  the  lowest  in  four  years.  The  bureau's  report  is,  in  part: 

During  the  year  enUlng  March  31, 1915,  the  total  route  mileage  of  the  Govern- 
ment Railways  amounted  to  5,686,  an  increase  of  21G  miles  over  the  route 
mileage  for  the  year  ending  March  31, 1914.  The  total  route  mileage  for  1913-14 
was  5,470,  ond  those  for  the  years  1912-13  and  1911-12  were,  respectively, 
6,217  and  6,043.  There  were  410  miles  added  to  the  track  mileage  In  1914-1^ 
the  total  track  mileage  for  that  year  being  8.611,  while  that  for  1913-14  was 
8.201.  The  total  track  mileage  for  1912-13  was  7,774,  and  for  1911-12  it  was 
7,424. 

Vew  Stattoat  Added— Amonat  of  &oUlag  Stock. 

Daring  the  year  umler  review  75  new  statlona  were  added,  making  the  total 
number  1,601.  The  total  number  of  locomotives  used  In  1914-15  was  2,611,  an 
Increase  of  111.  The  numbn*  of  passenger  cars  used  also  shows  an  increwBs 
of  40,  as  compared  with  the  number  used  In  the  preceding  year,  the  total  being 
6,693.  Tlie  record  also  shows  that  43,702  freight  cars  were  used,  an  Increase 
of  97  over  the  preceding  year. 

The  railway  bureau  in  1914-'1.'>  owned  47  ships  with  o  gross  tonnage  of  21.519^ 
For  the  preonllng  three  years  the  llsures  vrete,  reiqiectively.  35  sh^  (19,640 
tons)  and  29  ships  (19.350  tons). 

The  numl>er  of  passengers  carried  last  year  was  166,092.421,  a  decrease  of 
1,680,722.  The  total  tonnage  of  freight  hauled  also  shows  a  falling  off  of 
:  1,075.487  tons.  The  receipts  from  passengers  fmr  the  year  amounted  to  927.- 
226.642,  a  falling  off  of  $(M0,U78.  The  freight  receipts  show  a  falUng  off  of 
$805,981. 

Shipping  receipts  showed  n  gain  of  $1,625.  the  fignro3  for  four  years  being; 
rcsppctively.  2.244,103  yen  (?1.117.564)  in  1914-15,  2.240.842  yen  (fl.ll5.939) 
in  10i;t-14,  2,140,838  yen  ($1,066,137)  In  1912-13,  and  2,099,298  yen  ($1,045,448) 
in  1911-12. 

Falling  Off  in  Froflts  for  the  Tear. 

There  was  a  falling  off  In  profits  for  the  year  of  $1,059,371.  Tlie  profits  tor 
1914-15  and  1913-14  were,  respectively,  $27,385,882  and  $29,345,053. 

The  ntnulKT  of  workshops  was  reduced  from  24  to  23,  the  number  of  workmoi 
by  027— that  is,  from  15,918  to  14,091. 

The  average  of  was****  paUi  jier  day  to  these  workmen  shows  a  reduction  of 
$455.  Tlie  nvcruHc  wnfr("^  paiil  ikt  day  l^cr  c.-ipita  to  the  laborers  for  the  four 
years  were  $0.3521.  ^O.rtoJtG,  SO-SG.'*.  and  $0.3006. 

The  amount  s|>ent  on  si>cnlle<I  working  esiien!*es  (including  maintenance, 
trnnsiwrtiiiioii.  trnfllc.  general  expenses,  mnintennnce  of  equipment,  hotol  find 
sliippins  pxpensos)  was  last  year  $28,474,780,  greater  by  $1,308,206  than  the 
working  expenses  of  the  preceiling  .vear — $27,106,520.  The  total  traffic  receipts 
from  all  sources  last  year  auiountcci  to  $55.860,4ij^  a  falling  of^  when  godh 
pared  with  the  figures  for  1913-14,  of  $651,104. 

Capital  of  Qorernment  Railway  Bureau. 

The  capital  of  the  Government  Hallway  Bureau  was.  In  1914-15. 1,006.923.089 
yen  ($.501,447,008),  an  increase  of  33.831.593  yen  ($16,848,133)  over  the  Hgures 
for  the  preceding  year— 973.091.496  yen  ($484..'i99.565).  The  RtalT  In  1914-18 
consisted  of  114,966  pwsons,  on  Increase  of  2,8TO  over  tin  number  la  191B-14 
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vtaen  tlie  staff  immbered  112,067.  The  Increases  were  in  tbe  nninber  of  direc- 
tors, secretaries,  and  engineers — that  Is,  in  tlie  higher-salaried  positions* 
whereas  the  nambers  were  reduced  in  the  lower-paid  posltioDB, 

rDevelopments  in  the  Japanese  railway  system  were  discussed 
fultj  in  Commerce  Reports  for  September  25,  1915.  References  to 
plans  and  policies  formulated  were  made  in  the  issues  of  June  17 
and  December  31, 1915,  and  January  81, 1916.] 


CUBBAHTS  AVATTiABLB  TOR  EXPORT  IH  (IRSECE. 

[CoDflUl  A.  B.  Co*fe«,  Fatra*.  Feb.  7.] 

The  estimated  total  currant  crop  of  1915  in  Greece  is  132,000  tons, 
including  about  12,000  tons  carried  over  from  the  previous  season. 
The  total  shipped  up  to  January  31  was  85,430  gross  tons,  which, 
with  the  (quantity  in  kind  which  exporters  are  required  to  turn  ov^r 
to  the  privileged  company  on  exported  fruit,  accounts  for  some 
102,000  net  tons  of  currants  removed  from  the  local  market.  This 
left  about  80,000  tons  here  for  February  1.  Since  that  date  there  have 
been  under  actual  shipment  to  world  markets  some  10,000  tons  of 
fruit,  including  corresponding  retention.  This  leaves  in  sight  on 
the  local  market,  according  to  conservative  local  estimates,  about 
20,000  tons  of  currants.  OF  this,  about  15,000  tons  are  available  for 
actual  exportation. 

There  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  vineyards  will  be  neglected 
or  that  they  will  receive  less  attention  than  in  other  years.  The  crop 
of  1915  was  far  short  of  normal,  which  is  about  160,000  tons  of  dried 
fruit.  This  shortage  was  entirely  due  to  disease  attacking  the  vinee 
during  the  growing  season  and  to  unfavorable  weather  during  the 
curing  season. 

[Articles  on  the  Oret^  cnrrant  cn^  were  published  In  Oouudcb  Bkpokm 
for  Sept  4  and  Oct.  1.  1916.1 


Important  Uontana  Hining  Area  Happed. 

A  recent  addition  to  the  geologic  map  of  the  United  States,  just 
published  by  the  United  States  Geological  Survey,  is  the  folio  cover- 
ing what  is  known  as  the  Philipsburg  quadrangle,  in  southwestern 
Montana.  Tlie  area  covered  is  «27  square  miles,  which  includes  sev- 
eral important  metalliferous  mining  districts,  among  them  the  Flint 
Creek  2l*hilipsburg)  and  Cable  (Southern  Cross)  districts.  The 
Flint  Creek  district  is  one  of  the  most  proda<^Te  Edlver>nuning 
regions  on  the  continent 


District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestio  Commeree. 

Vew  York,  Eoom  409  TTnlted  States  Cnstomhoase;  Boston,  eighteenth  floo; 
Vnited  States  Cnstomhonse;  Chicago,  S04  Federal  Baildlng;  St  Lonls,  402  Third 
national  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  fSl  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020 
Hibemla  Bank  Building;  San  Frandseo,  306  United  States  Cnstomhonse;  Seattle, 
MS  Alaska  Building.  CooperatiTe  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; Olnoinnati,  Chamber  of  Commeroe;  Cincinnati,  New  Orleans  A  Texas 
Paeiflo  Ky.  Co.,  Cincinnati;  Los  Angeles,  Cliamber  of  Conuneroe;  Detroit,  Board 
of  Commerce;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  South  American  Agen^ 
lonthem  By.  Co.,  Chattanooga,  lenn. 
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BICE-imXIHG  KACEinEBY  XH  COCHXH  CHINA. 


[Cotual  La  WTO  n  CO  P.  Brlsgs,  Saigon.  Freocb  iDdo-Cblna.  Jan.  7.] 


T'here  is  beginmng  to  be  a  demand  in  Cochin  China  for  ^all  rice 
mills  of  the  type  so  comraon  in  Bv.rma.  Hitherto  the  Annamito  rico 
growers  have  sold  their  paddy  on  the  ground  to  the  Chinese  rice- 
mill  operators  or  have  delivered  it  to  the  mills.  These  large  mills, 
nine  in  number,. are  located  at  Cholon,  the  Chinese  suburb  of  Saigon. 
Befora  the  war  two  of  these  mills  were  controlled  by  a  German  firmy 
but  since  the  dissolution  of  the  operating  firms  and  the  consequmt 
sale  of  the  miWi  the  rice-milling  industry  of  Cochin  China  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  Chinese.  The  smallw  rice  growers  are  financially  de- 
pendent on  these  rice-mill  operators,  who  advance  them  money  for 
marketing  of  their  paddy,  sometimes  a  year  in  advance;  but  many  of 
the  larger  growers  have  sufficient  capital  to  install  small  mills  of  their 
own. 

Vrton  ftnoted  for  Bloe-^nttallatiott  of  Blee-XllUsff  IbwklBerj. 

The  advantage  to  be  gained  by  hulling  and  polishing  their  own 
rice  is  shown  by  the  pnces  quoted  at  the  Cholon  mills  tor  January 
and  Febniary,  i916.  Paddy  is  guoted  at  2.40  piasters,  and  No.  2 
white  rice  at  3,40  piasters  per  picul  of  68  kilos.   These  prices  arfe 


pounds  for  paddy  and  $23  per  ton  for  white  nee,  a  gain  of  $6.77  per 
ton  for  the  milling.  A  small  machine  with  a  diuly  capacity  of  5  to 
10  tons,  which  could  be  installed  for  a  few  thousand  dollars,  would 

cam  $30  to  $70  per  day  for  the  owners. 

The  operating  expenses  are  practically  nothing,  for  the  natives 
,  have  sufficient  skill  to  manipulate  the  machinery,  and  paddy  husks 
furnish  fuel  in  abundance  for  less  than  nothing  and  leave  a  residue 
of  considerable  value  as  fertilizer. 

A  small  mill  of  the  above-described  typo  was  recently  installed  at 
MythOf  the  terminus  of  the  railroad  running  from  baigon  to  the 
Mekong,  and  it  has  proved  an  excellent  investment.  The  example  of 
this  enterprise  has  stimulated  other  rice  growers  to  similar  action, 
and  two  machines  of  tlie  same  type  were  ordered  of  the  English 
firm  which  had  installed  the  mill  at  Mytho.  Under  present  condi- 
tions, however,  this  firm  has  found  itself  unable  to  supply  this  ma- 
chinery. Inquiries  have  been  made  at  this  consulate  for  rice-niiUing 
machinery  of  this  type. 
Shipments  of  Kice  and  Taddy. 

After  furnishin;^  the  chief  article  of  diet  for  the  8,000,000  native 
inhabitants  tributary  to  Sai*itn,  rice  and  paddy  are  shipped  from 
this  port  to  the  amount  of  1,000,000  to  1,300,000  metric  tons  annually, 
Saigon  ranking  second  to  Ran^joon  among  the  rice  ports  of  the  world. 

The  American  consulate  at  Saigon  would  like  to  receive  catalogues 
from  exporters  of  rice  machinery  of  all  kinds. 

Details  of  Harbw  Work  at  Cnrasao, 

Blue  prints  of  the  harbor  ivork  at  Curagao,  Dutch  "West  Indies, 
have  been  received  from  Consul  H,  C.  von  Struve.   Traced  draw- 
ings of  the  same  work  were  received  and  noted  in  Commerce  Rbports 
for  July  10, 1915.  Both  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Poreijen 
rnd  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  78198. 
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XcMrved  KildrMses  mu  be  obtatDSd  Croat  the  BmreM  and  Ita  dlatrtet  onee*.  Beqneet 
tor  cadi  oppoitimlty  rtiOQld  be  on  a  acparate  aheet  and  tbe  ttla  •mbev  glvea. 

Ferry  eqwjpment,  No.  2034G. — Aa  American  consular  officer  in  Italy  reports 
that  a  manlclpality  in  his  district  Is  earnestly  considering  the  electrification 
of  some  of  its  steam  ferry  navigation  lines.  Information  is  desired  as  to 
the  types  of  motors  and  electrical  machinery  best  fitted  to  serve  the  pur- 
pose. Detailed  Information  relative  to  this  opportunity  may  be  examined 
at  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  offices.   (Refer  to  files  Nos.  7072S  and  72649b.) 

Soiifi  materials.  No.  20346. — man  in  Cuba  writes  that  he  desires  to  be  placed 
la  touch  with  American  mouufacturers  and  exporters  d  materials  for  maJfr 
lug  soap. 

Pimping  machinery.  No.  2i0947. — A  special  agent  of  the  Bureau  reports  a  pos- 
sible market  in  Peru  for  pumping^  machinery,  using  crude  oil  engines,  for 
Irrigation  purposes.  OataloeoeB,  price  lists,  and  foil  infonuatlon  should 
be  sent 

Bardtoare,  No.  2(^48. — A  Arm  In  the  United  States  writes  that  Its  correspondi 
ent  In  Sweden  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  prices  lists,  and  trade  dis- 
counts from  American  manufacture  of  hardware  for  ironmongers. 
Locomotive  paria  and  rolling  stock.  No.  2034d.*~An  American  consular  officer 
in  India  reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch 
with  American  mannfactnrers  of  locomotives  and  rolling  stock. 
Ortmophone  motor*  and  aecessortea.  No.  20350. — ^A  firm  tn  Uie  United  King- 
dom informs  an  American  consular  ofilcer  that  It  deslies  to  be  placed  in 
touch  with  American  manufacturers  of  gramophone  motors  and  accessories. 
Bota  a«A,  No.  20851. — ^An  Am^cao  consular  officer  tn  Denmark  writes  thot  a 
firm  in  hts  district  decree  to  cmnraunlcate  with  American  manufacturers 
of  soda  ash.   Oorreopondence  may  be  In  Elngllsh. ' 
Rubber*  and  areties.  No.  20352. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Norway  re- 
ports that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  samples  and  quotations 
f.  o.  b.  Kcw  York  on  rubbers  and  arctics.  It  Is  stated  that  cash  will  be  paid 
against  documents  in  New  Tork.   Corresiwndence  ma;  be  in  Engllsli. 
Sgg  pre^ervativGit,  No.  20353. — A  firm  In  Canada  Informs  an  Amwlcan  consular 
officer  that  It  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  American  ea^rters  of  egg 
preservatives.    Reference  Is  given. 
Coal,  No.  20354. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Portugal  writes  that  a  city 
In  his  district  is  In  the  market  for  1.000  tons  of  coal  suitable  for  making 
gas  and  producing  good  coke.   Quotations  c.  1.  f.  destination,  with  terms 
and  time  of  delivery  should  be  sent  by  cable  to  the  consulate. 
W»oden  ca%k»y  staves,  and  hoops,  No.  2(^55. — A  firm  In  England  Informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  It  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  American 
manufacturers  of  wooden  casks,  staves,  and  hoops.   Reference  is  given. 
Fmnaces  for  incinerating  refuse.  No.  20356. — An  American  consular  officer  in 
the  Dominican  Republic  writes  that  a  city  council  In  his  district  Is  con- 
sidering the  Introduction  of  better  sanitation  methods,  and  desires  to  receive 
catalt^es,  prices,  and  fall  information  from  American  manufacturm  of 
furnaces  tor  Incinerating  refuse. 
UaoMnery,  No.  203.57.— An  American  consular  officer  in  Siberia  reports  that  a 
firm  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  prices,  and  full  informa- 
tion from  American  manufacturers  of  machinery  for  making  fish  floor, 
also  for  making  fish  fertUizor. 
WM  paper,  No.  20358. — A  man  In  Colombia  informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  he  desires  to  receive  sample  bonks,  together  with  prices,  et&, 
from  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  wall  paper. 
Pelrvleum,  gasoline,  malt,  and  barley.  No.  20359. — An  American  consnlor  officer 
In  Switeerland  reports  that  a  man  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  quota- 
tions c.  I.  f.  Marseille  or  Cette,  for  from  4,000  to  6,000  tons  each  of  pe- 
troleum and  gasoline ;  2,000  to  4,000  tons  of  standard  malt ;  and  4.000  tons 
•f  Oallfomia  or  Oregon  standard  malting  barley.   It  Is  stated  that  all 
tliese  articles  are  desired  for  March  clearance.   The  man  states  that 
these  articles  are  for  Swiss  consumption  and  that  the  Swiss  Government 
will  assume  all  responsibility  us  to  their  payment  demurrage,  and  war 
xlsk.   QootatlonB  should   iDCtnde  agent's  commission.  Corr^i^wndence 
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'  [Correnponrleticc  BbonTd  be  direct  with  tne  olScefi  nnrnwl,  and  ftpeciflcattons  can  aftoatly 
1>«  olitalupfl  at  the  polntH  where  the  Roods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  oasefl  where  the  time  limit  Is  t'^o  short  to  permit  Arms  to  submit  t'.-oderSi 
they  fihonid  aide  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  ilata  of  euch  offices  to  ret.>elTe  qoUcm  call  lag 
for  future  mippUeii  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Navp  department  syt>pUc»,  Ko.  302C. — Sealed  proposals  wtll  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  Navy  Dcpartmeut,  Washington,  D.  (X,  to 
uiitch  hureiiu  hulilers  desiring  to  submit  proposals  should  apply,  givlns  the 
schethile  numbers,  for  the  supply  of  the  following:  Scbedulo  9356,  furnish- 
inp  and  Installlns;  welgbing  apparatus;  schedule  8357,  stefl  flat  cars; 
Bt'heduie  0358,  tin  boxes  with  covers,  assembled  primer  cases,  magazine 
stock  and  covers,  steel  tanks,  sprlae  terminals  ami  tosulators  for  stuffing 
box,  rubber  washers.  Index  centers  and  toolraaker's  vise,  and  valves,  fit- 
tings and  strainers;  schedule  0330,  Ikose  reels,  and  steel  tanks;  schedule 
9300,  air  coinpreeaors ;  schedule  OCOl,  Indicating  and  annnndatlnir  Rjrstem ; 
scheilule  ^6!!,  railroad  box  cars;  achedale  9863,  double  condnctor  cahlcw 
circuit  panels,  electrical  supplies,  calcium  phosi>hide,  and  seamless  bran 
tubing;  schetlule  0364,  white-ash  oars,  Induction  motors,  and  block  sheaves; 
sclietluie  0365,  tinnetl  lard;  schedule  9366,  black  cotton  socks;  scheilule 
©367,  evaporated  milk ;  scliedule  9368,  blenched  and  sbnink  cotton  drill ; 
schedule  9369,  pure  ^rm  oil ;  scitedule  9370,  deck  lanterns,  after-range 
lights,  oil-burning  masthead  and  side  lights,  side  lights,  ship  and  motor- 
bout  bells,  cement  tin  cans,  bronw  wire  screen  cloth,  inm  or  steel  wire 
screen  cloth,  safety  trends,  and  raachlidsta'  vises ;  schedule  9371,  oak-tanned 
rlf^ng  leather,  refrigerators,  splint  stret^^rs,  lump  rosin,  cast-Iron  pipe- 
fltthigs,  and  raalleable-lron  unions;  schedule  9372,  wax-burning  bunkw 
lumps,  mnngin  mirrors  fur  searchlights,  and  steel  conduit;  schedule  9873* 
white  bone  buttons,  unbleached  drill,  and  checked  white  nainsook;  schedule 
9374,  pure  sperm  oil ;  sciiedule  9375,  canvas-laid  rubber  fire  hose,  linen  un- 
Uned  fire  hose,  and  canvtis-lald  rubber  suction  hose;  schedule  9376,  artificial 
leather,  lampblack  In  oil,  putty,  pine  tar,  and  standard  steel  pipe;  schedule 
9377,  machinists'  hammer,  and  sledge  liuD<iles,  blacksmiths'  and  rivet  forges^ 
hardware,  hinges,  hydrnujle  Jacks,  cut  copper  boat  nails,  platform  and 
counter  scales,  steel  measuring  tapes,  and  1-quart  gasoline  torches;  sched- 
ule 9378,  loofu-Hber  sponges  and  steel-wire  foundry  brushes. 

Panama  Canal  aupplica,  No,  3027. — Sealed  jroposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  Getierui  Purcluising  Ofllcer  of  the  Panama  Canal.  Washington, 
D.  C  until  March  17,  1916.  for  furnishing  by  stetimer.  free  of  ail  churgeo, 
on  duck  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  port  of  Ancon  (Balboa,  Canal 
Zone)  (PaclHc  |K>rt).  Isthmus  of  Fanoma.  electric  cable,  electric  swltchea, 
transformers,  niulleable-lron  castings,  steel  castings,  brake  l)enms,  car- 
journal  bearings,  well  tubing,  pipe  fittings,  block-tin  pipe,  flush  pii»e,  cocts, 
valves,  nnige  boilers,  sanitury  fixtures,  window  glass,  soap-making  equip- 
ment, alunihuim  cooking  utensils,  pencils,  cardboard,  paper,  and  mani^ 
tags.    (Circular  No.  1019.) 

Steel  towers.  No.  302S. — Seated  propmsals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  of 
YanLs  and  DiK-ks,  Niivy  Department.  Wiishinpton,  P.  C.  until  April  22, 
191G.  for  the  construction  of  two  300-foot  steel  towers  at  the  radio  stattua 
near  Cordova.  Alaskii.  Flans  and  si>ei'ifi  nil  ions  may  be  obtained  on  appll' 
cation  to  the  Burejiu  of  Yards  and  Doclts,  Washington. 

Cw»truction  work.  No.  3029. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  OfRce  of 
the  SutHTvlsliig  Arcbitwt,  Treasury  Department.  Washington.  D.  C..  until 
Slarch  28.  1916.  for  the  construction,  complete,  of  the  detention  Itarnicks, 
boathoiise.  gangway,  wharf,  etc.,  for  the  United  States  quarantine  station. 
Savannah.  Ua.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  uppllciition 
ti>  the  custodian  of  tlie-  site  at  Savannah,  or  to  the  Supervising  Architect; 
Washington. 

Binding,  No.  30.10. — Sejiled  proposals  will  be  received  ot  the  Medical  Suy^ly 
Depot.  Unltetl  States  Army.  204  South  lOlghth  Street  SL  Louis,  Mo.,  until 
March  17,  1916,  for  binding  40  copies,  more  or  lem.  general  orders  aod 
bulletlDs,  and  SO  copies,  more  or  less,  Military  Surgeon. 
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Figo.  Fftse. 

Prosthesb  exposition  at  Pctrognd....  013  The  cbank  fisheries  of  Indb  919 

Biltisb  restricthnu  OQ  Imports  913  Mew  manulactures  for  Canada   019 

Market  conditions  tn  Ecuador   OU  Foreign  trade  of  Nyasaland  protectorate  920 

Erwtton  of  hospital  in  Curacao   014  Impnts  of  phosphate  rortc  mio  Ireland   020 

Nationalitation  of  Cuban  railroads  914  American  purchnses  of  loxslclns   921 

Additions  to  list  of  radio  stations  915  South  Afnoa  nred-«  blankets  and  rags  021 

South  Alrlcan  retailers  Import  metal  celling..  OlS  Construction  work  abroad   932 

Biam's  production  of  crude  drugs  and  spices ..  016  Ocean  traaiportation  In  the  Far  East   03B 

Alfalfa  meal  at  an  export  tolniand  017  Latin- A mer Iran  trade  In  celluloid  927 

American  consular  officers  on  leave  of  abrence.  917  Industrial  tninlnf;  Icr  woman  la  Unigoaf  027 

■  Improt  ement  In  Chilean  nitrate  mdnstrr  018  Fonign  trade  opportunities  038 

Newfoundland's  demand  for  coltoo  goo<u  OlS 

FBOSTHESIS  EXFOSITIOH  AT  fETROOBAS. 

The  Russian  Embas^  at  Washington  announces  that  a  prosthesis 
expontion  will  be  held  at  Petrograd  during  the  present  month.  In 
connection  with  the  exposition  there  will  be  a  competition  of  inven- 
tions and  appliances  in  the  maldng  of  artificial  limbs.  The  prizes 
will  consist  of  money  awards  and  will  be  of  different  classes.  Spac« 
will  be  given  free  of  charge  at  the  exposition  and  exhibits  will  be 
allowed  to  enter  Russia' free  of  duty. 


BRITISH  BESTBIGTIONS  ON  IHF0BT3- 

[Cablcgrnm  from  American  conaiil  general,  Lcndou,  Mnr. 

Board  of  Trade  gives  notice  that  a  proclamation  is  about  to  be 
issued  prohibiting  the  importation  of  canned,  bottled,  and  preserved 
fruits  of  non-British  origin  (except  currants).  The  only  exceptions 
will  be  made  in  the  case  of  fruit  actually  enroute  for  United  Kingdom 
on  March  13  or  that  paid  for  on  the  same  day.  A  special  committee 
will  grant  licenses  for  the  importation  of  parcels  which  comply  with 
these  conditions.  After  October  31  licenses  will  be  issued  for  limited 
quantities  of  such  fruits,  not  exceeding  half  of  quantities  imported 
last  year.  The  tobacco  licensing  committee  gives  notice  that  con- 
signments of  manufactured  or  unmanufactured  tobacco  dispatched 
from  the  place  of  origin  on  or  before  February  15  may  be  imported 
on  produc'uon  of  bills  of  lading  or  railroad  receipts  showing  date  of 
dispatch.  Habana  cigars  shipped  on  or  before  March  18  from  Cnhn 
may  be  imported.  Consignments  of  furniture  woods,  hardwoods, 
veneers,  stones,  and  slates,  dUpatched  on  or  before  February  15,  may 
be  imported  similarly. 

fPrevlous  notices  regarding  British  import  proliibltlons  appeared  in  Oou- 
HSBCE  Refobts  for  Jan.  31  and  Feb.  17  and  10, 1016.] 


The  records  of  the  consular  agency  at  Christcliurch,  New  Zealand, 
show  shipments  of  wool  to  the  TTnited  States  during  1915  valued  at 
$3,662,496,  compared  with  $695,307  worth  for  1914. 
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HASKET  CONBITZORS  IH  ECtTiLBOB. 

[Consul  Genernl  Frederic  W.  Goding,  aaayaqotl,  Feb.  O.J 

The  cacao  market  during  January  was  quiet.  The  Cfnantity  ex- 
ported was  small,  owing  to  the  difficulty  in  communicating  by  cable 
with  European  buyers  and  the  scarcity  of  steamships,  especially  thosft 
earrving  cargoes  to  British  ports.  Freight  rates  from  Guayaquil  to 
British  ports  have  advanced  from  £7  10s.  to  £10  17s.  6d.  ($36.50 
to  ^i)2.90),  with  a  strong  probability  of  a  further  increase.  The 
Association  of  Agriculturists  continued  to  sustain  prices  between 
$12.71  and  $13.13,  the  exporters  restricting  purchasers  to  the  greatest 
extent.  The  exports,  in  pounds,  for  the  month  were:  Chile,  9,010; 
France,  144.006;  Italy,  18.000;  Spain,  125,439;  and  United  States, 
1,017,797;  a  total  of  1,314,252  pounds. 

Some  movement  was  observed  during  the  month  in  coffee,  with 
prices  improWiig,  first  grade  selling  at  $7.62  and  the  second  grade 
at  $6.78  per  100  pounds.  There  were  exported  to  Chile  66,802 
pounds;  France,  71.875  pounds;  Panama,  20,536  pounds;  and  Spain, 
51,339  pounds;  a  total  of  210,552  pounds. 

Only  43.014  pounds  of  hides  were  exported,  the  United  States 
purchasing  all  but  6.221  pounds  shipped  to  Spain.  The  market  was 
easy  and  prices  steady,  serranos  being  quoted  at  $15.25;  crioUas, 
$14.40;  and  picados,  $7.20  per  100  poimds. 

The  market  for  ivory  nuts  was  quiet,  shelled  nuts  bein^  sold  for 
$1.48  per  quintal  (101.4  pounds),  Great  Britain  purchnsing  62,362 
pounds. 

Previous  pricos  for  rubber  have  not  b'^en  sustained,  a  decided 
decrease  being  observed ;  maroma  sold  at  $25.42  and  hojas  at  $21.18 
per  quintal.  The  United  States  received  16,923  pounds,  the  total 
exported  during  the  month. 


ERECTION  OF  HOSPITAL  IN  CTTBAQAO. 

[Consul  H.  C.  Ton  Stnive,  Curasao,  West  Indies,  Feb.  12.] 

Arrangements  have  been  made  to  erect  and  work  has  begun  on 

an  up-to-date  hospital  in  Cura<;ao.  The  sum  of  $24,000  has  been 
raised  with  which  to  begin  work.  Besides  other  equipment  the  in- 
stitution will  buy  such  surgical  instruments  as  may  be  necessary  in 
an  institution  of  its  character.  The  statement  is  made  that  every- 
thing will  be  bought  where,  quality  considered,  the  best  terms  are 
offered.  fOffers  should  be  addressed  to  the  person  whose  name  is 
on  file  at  the  Bureau  of  Forei  c;n  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  dis- 
trict offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  73197.  Correspondence  can  be  in 
English.]   

Nationalization  of  Cuban  Bailroads. 

The  American  Minister  at  Habana,  Cuba,  as  informed  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  in  a  dispatch  dated  February  18,  1916,  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  Cuba  has  signed  a  decree  dated  February  17, 1916,  appointing 
a  commission  to  studv  the  question  of  the  nationalization  of  the 
railroads  of  Cuba.  The  committee  is  expected  to  report  within  six 
months. 
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ASDXnOVS  TO  LIST  OF  BASIO  STATI0H8. 

The  addition  of  two  new  land  stations  and  seven  new  ship  sta- 
tions to  the  list  of  radio  stations  in  various  parts  of  the  country  has 
been  announced  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Navigation.  The 
new  land  stations  are:  Schooner  Metha  Nelson,  liniited  commercial 
service,  moored  in  Bristol  Bay,  Alaska,  in  communication  with  sta- 
tions at  Nushagak  and  Claris  Point,  Alaska,  operated  and  con- 
trolled by  Alaska  Packers'  Association,  range  20,  system  composite 
100,  wave  lengths  300,  500,  and  600;  and  Navassa  Island  station, 
operated  and  controlled  by  Snare  &  Triest  Co. 

The  ship  stations  are:  Arborean  and  Artisan^  both  owned  by 
American-Hawaiian  Steamship  Co.  iH.  H.  Rogers,  owned  by  Stand- 
ard Oil  Co.  of  New  Jersey;  Joseph  Pulitzer  (Kilboume  &  Clark  sys- 
tem, 120),  owned  by  city  of  Portland;  Pearl  Shell,  owned  by  Pearl 
Shell  Steamship  Co.;  Ravalli^  owned  by  Pacific  Coast  Steamship 
Co. ;  and  Yaguez,  owned  by  Vacuum  Oil  Co.  These  vessels  all  have 
300  and  600  wave  lengths,  with  an  additional  450  for  the  Yague^. 
All  except  the  Joseph  Pulitzer  have  the  Marconi  system,  the  Yaguez 
being  Marconi  1,000;  the  RavaUi  and  Yaguez  are  in  the  North  and 
South  American  service,  the  former  having  a  range  of  100  and  the 
latter  a  range  of  200  and  both  are  operated  and  controlled  by  the 
Marconi  Co. 

Special  land  stations  that  have  been  established,  with  their  loca- 
tions, wave  lengths,  and  the  persons  or  organizations  that  control 
them  are:  Dallas,  Tex..  200,  300  and  425,  Frank  M.  Corlett;  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  200  and  300,  Field  Company  A,  Signal  Corps,  National 
Guard  of  Missouri;  La  Grande,  Greg.,  200,  300,  and  4:>5,  Orland  M. 
Heacock;  Leonia,  N.  J.,  200  and  325,  Paul  F.  Godley;  Minneapolis, 
Minn.,  200  and  425,  Marc  Frnzer;  Montclair,  N.  J.,  200  and  325, 
Adams-Morgan  Co.;  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  200,  300,  425,  and  fiOO, 
Milton  A.  Baylies;  Pullman,  Wash.,  500  and  1,750,  State  College  of 
Washington;  State  College,  Pa.,  variable,  controlled  by  college; 
Waco,  Tex.,  200,  300,  600,  and  1,625,  E.  T.  Genheimer. 

SOUTH  AFEICAir  BETAILEBS  IHPOBT  METAL  GEIUNGS. 

[Consul  Edwin  N.  Ounnflulus,  JobanncKbiiri;,  Jan.  21.} 

There  is  a  good  market  in  Johannesburg  for  metal  ceilings,  but 
hardly  any  demand  for  metal  shingles,  chieflv  because  manufac- 
turers do  not  make  them  out  of  metal  of  a  sufficiently  thick  gauge, 
such  as  would  be  proof  against  the  severe  hailstorms  frequently  ex- 
perienced here.  Among  the  brands  sold  there  are  a  few  of  English 
manufacture,  but  several  brands  made  in  the  United  States  find  a 
large  sale  here. 

All  the  business  in  metal  ceilings  is  done  by  the  merchants  direct, 
as  there  are  no  jobbers  handling  this  class  of  goods.  The  approxi- 
mate price  received  from  dealers  is  $2.91  to  $3.16  per  100  square  feet, 
file  landed  cost  being  about  $4.62  net.  There  are  no  available  sta- 
tistics as  to  the  extent  of  the  business  in  ceilings,  but  an  approxi- 
mately correct  figure  is  $160,000  per  annum. 

[A  list  of  firms  hnmlltnpE  this  Hnss  of  goods  mny  l>e  oMalned  from  the  Itiirwiu 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  offices.  Ilofor  to  file  Na 
78220.1 
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SIAK'8  FBODTTCnOV  OF  ORUHE  DRTTCM  ASS  SPICES. 

[Vice  CoDsal  Carl  C.  HanMO.  Banskok.  Dee.  29.] 

Among  the  crude  drugs  produced  in  Siam  ia  the  well-known  ^om 
benzoin,  &  resinous  exudation  of  a  tree  similar  to  Styraa  benzoin  of 
Sumatra.  Tlie  Siam  benzoin  is  gathered  in  the  most  northern  forest 
regions  of  the  country  and  is  highly  esteemed  for  itB  delicate  per- 
fume, being  used  locally  in  the  preparation  of  toilet  waters  and  in- 
censes and  in  forei^  countries  chiefly  for  preparing  compound 
balsamic  tinctures.  During  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31, 
r)2,251  pounds  of  crude  benzoin,  valued  at  $27,918,  were  available  for 
export  (against  17,824  pounds,  value  $11,888  for  the  previous  year), 
and  the  shipments  were  destined  for  the  United  Kingdom,  Germany, 
Singapore,  and  Indo-China. 

Gamboge  is  a  yellow  resin  obtained  from  Oareinia  hanhuriiy  a  tree 
which  grows  in  the  eastern  Siamese  Lau  Provinces,  and  is  used  locally 
in  the  prepnration  of  a  golden-yellow  ink  but  abroad  for  medicinal 
purposes.  Its  export  for  1915  amounted  to  33,811  pounds,  valued  at 
$11,760,  as  compared  with  36,307  pounds,  value  $13,147  for  1914, 
the  United  States,  United  Kingdom,  Germany,  France,  Hongkong, 
and  Singapore  being  the  purchasers. 

Cnteh,  Cardamomt,  and  Pepper. 

Cutcli,  the  bark  of  Acacia  catechu,  or  Nauclea  gamhicr,  is  used 
medicinally  and  as  a  substitute  for  the  arcca  nut  in  betel  chewing, 
and  also  for  tanning  purp(Kes.  The  export  of  cutch  is  confined  to 
Oriental  ports,  and  for  last  year  amounted  to  9,709  pounds,  valued  at 
$230,  agamst  21,729  pounds,  valued  at  $574,  for  1913-14. 

The  cardamom  classified  as  "best"  in  the  customs  list  and  culti- 
vated in  the  eastern  provinces  of  Siam  is  the  fruit  of  Amomvm 
xanthiodes  and  galanga,  and  is  used  by  the  natives  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  curry,  and  is  also  employed  for  medicinal  purposes.  The 
amount  available  for  export  in  1915  was  4,595  pounds,  valued  at 
$2,701,  as  comi>ared  with  32,577  pounds,  valued  at  $23,106,  for  1914.^ 

Another  variety  of  cardamom,  Icnown  os  the  "bastard,"  grows  in 
eastern  and  northern  Siam  and  is  the  fruit  of  Amomum  villosum. 
This  cardamom  is  used  exclusively  for  medicine,  and  of  this  33.886 
pounds,  valued  at  $3,023,  were  shipped  to  Hongkong  last  year,  a^inst 
235,200  pounds,  valued  at  $21,022,  to  that  port  and  Singapore  in  the 
previous  year. 

Pepper  is  extensively  grown  in  the  Province  of  Cbantabun  and  in 
the  Siamese  Malay  Peninsula,  and  the  amount  available  for  export 
during  1915  was  3,283,780  pounds,  valued  at  $384,262,  as  compared 
with  2.568,813  pounds,  valued  at  $318,704,  for  the  previous  year.  The 
bulk  of  the  pepper  expoits  go  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  to  United 
States,  the  former  country  taking  1,050,152  and  the  latter  770,670 
pounds  in  1915. 

Otlier  Prodneti  Available  for  Export 

A  number  of  other  products  of  Siam's  jungles  and  fields  besides 
those  mentioned  above  may  olso  be  had  in  qiiontities  for  export, 
namely,  the  wild  cinnamon  {C'innamomum  silvcstre),  of  northern 
Siam;  nutmeg  {Myristica  fragrans),  from  the  Province  of  Phuket; 
cloves:  ginger;  tamarind;  anise;  licorice;  tumeric;  til  or  sesame 
seed  {Seaamum  indicum)^  exported  to  Europe  and  the  oil  extracted 
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therefrom,  said  to  be  used  for  adulterating  olive  oil  and  for  soap 
making,  but  locally  the  oil  is  used  medicinally;  niger  seeds  {Gvisotia 
abyssinica),  which  are  used  for  the  same  purposes  as  sesame  seeds; 
lotus  seeds,  which  are  mainly  used  for  food  during  scarcity  of  rice: 
arachis  or  groundnut,  which  is  abundant  in  Siam,  and  the  oil  of 
which  is  used  medicinally,  for  preparation  of  perfumes  and  cos- 
metics; pimgtalae  or  jelly  fruit  (Stereulia  8capMgem)j  which  has  a 
decidedly  mucilaginous  character  and  is  used  locally  in  the  prepa- 
ration of  cooling  and  medicinal  drinks  and  for  making  jellies. 

Some  of  these  products  may  not  always  be  directly  obtainable  in. 
the  Siamese  export  market,  but  can  generally  be  secured  on  demand, 
allowing  sufficient  time  for  procuring  them  from  the  interior  of  the 
country.  A  list  of  expwters  of  Siamese  products  is  forwarded 
[and  may  be  had  upon  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  its  distiict  offices  by  referring  to  nle  No. 
72757].   

ALFALFA  HEAL  AS  AN  EXPORT  TO  IBELAN]). 

[Coasol  Wesley  FroBt,  Cork  (Quecnstown),  Ireland,  Jan.  28.] 

The  opportunity  for  the  introduction  of  alfalfa  meal  in  the  Cork 
district  is  believed  to  be  excellent.  This  is  a  vast  stock-feeding 
region,  and  imports  more  than  $20,000,000  worth  of  maize  from 
Argentina  even  in  time  of  peace.  At  present  prices  the  imports  will 
be  mfinitely  higher  in  value,  as  rough  mnize  meal  for  feeding  (the 
staple  throughout  the  south  of  Ireland)  is  now  selling  wliolesale 
(joobing  price)  at  approximately  $70  per  ton;  and  in  1913  there 
were  imported  744,000  tons.  It  is  said  that  the  freights  from  the 
Argentine  have  increased  in  greater  proportion  than  those  from  the 
United  States. 

Alfalfa  meal  is  said  to  be  an  absolute  novelty  here.  Samples 
should  be  sent  to  a  number  of  dealers,  with  literature  and  quotations 
for  Liverpool  or  Cork  delivery.  Success  might  be  slow,  but  ought 
to  be  exceedingly  well  worth  working  for. 

[A  list  of  dealers  who  wonM  be  Interested  In  tmports  of  alfalfa  meal  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Oommerce  or  Its  district 
offices.   Refer  to  file  No.  72705.] 


AHEBICAN  CONSULAR  OFFICERS  OK  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  g;lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions : 


Name. 

Post. 

Expfra- 
tlos  of 
venue. 

Addnss. 

Wattn,  Ethelbert  

NBviUe,  Edwin  L  

Bn(U«r,WilltaniH«iTlwii.... 

TalhoVii  Taiwan 
Teeucigalpii,Hondaras 

Uar.  11 
Apr.  1 
Apr.  4 

Apr.  25 

mi  ninton  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
1978  West  S5th  Street,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Centurr  <  lab,  7  W«9t  43d  Street,  New 

YorlcClty. 
C) 

•  The  Itlnemry  of  Consul  Lnwton  la  substantially  as  foilows  :  Snn  Francisco.  Mar.  4  to  0  ; 
Los  Austin,  Hnr.  6  to  16;  CbatUoooga,  Mar.  22  to  27 ;  ClDclDDnti,  Mar.  2U  to  Apr.  IS; 
WMblnifton,  Apr.  IT  to  3JS. 
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mpBOVEHENT  IS  chueah  mTRATE  nrousTEY. 

[Consul  Thofkiaa  W.  Voetter.  ADtofass'ta,  Feb.  9.] 

The  production  and  exportation  of  nitrate  of  soda  in  northern. 
Chile  continue  to  show  substantial  increases.  For  purposes  of  com- 
parison the  figures  below  give  production  and  exports  for  January, 
1916,  compared  with  the  same  period  in  the  three  preceding  yean. 
The  quantities  are  given  in  Spanish  quintals  of  101.41  pounds : 


Jtamarj— 

Prodoo- 
tlon. 

Ezporta- 

tW 

<Mntah. 
S,  Ml.  671 

2,082,^3 
4,m,1S& 
fi,  163,925 

l.STV.MS 

1913  

The  figures  above  show  the  great  recovery  in  the  nitrate  industry 
from  the  depression  following  the  opening  of  the  war.  Shipments 
would  have  exceeded  the  amount  stated  had  more  vessel  room  be^ 
available. 

Prodvotloii  and  Exports  tor  Calendar  Tear-^rioes. 

The  total  production  of  nitrate  for  the  calendar  year  1915  was 
38,147,000  quintals  and  the  exports  amounted  to  43,984,000  quintals, 
an  excess  of  exportation  over  production  of  about  5,837,000  quintals. 
The  stock  of  nitrate  on  the  Chilean  coast  at  the  beginning  of  1915 
was  estimated  at  22,211,000  quintals,  so  that  at  the  end  of  1915  it 
was  reduced  to  about  16,374,000  quintals. 

After  the  drop  from  the  high  prices,  ruling  about  September,  the 
quotations  have  been  rather  steady,  with  a  tendency  toward  more 
hrniness  in  the  quotations  during  January.  The  "higher  cost  of 
sacks  and  fuel  is  increasing  the  cost  of  the  new  production.  On  the 
other  hand  there  is  some  uncertainty  as  to  the  demand  for  nitrate 
after  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  and  this,  in  connection  with  the  diffi- 
culties experienced  in  obtaining  freight  room  for  exports,  tentk 
against  great  speculative  increases  in  prices  at  present  Ordinary 
95  per  cent  nitrate  was  quoted  at  about  7  shillings  per  quintal  ($1.70 
Untied  States  currency),  while  refined  nitrate  of  96.1  per  cent  was 
quoted  at  about  7s.  4d.  ($1.78)  free  alongside  vessel. 


NEWFOXmDLAHD'S  BEHAIO)  FOR  COTTON  OOOBS. 

[Consul  James  8.  Benedict,  St.  Johns,  Feb.  23.] 

Newfoundland  is  a  good  market  for  American  cotton  goods,  and 
since  the  outbreak  of  the  war  the  imports  from  the  United  States 
have  greatly  increased,  especially  those  of  fleece-lined  and  heavy 
cotton  goo(&. 

All  of  the  larger  dry  goods  houses  of  Newfoundland,  both  whole- 
sale and  retail,  purchase  direct  from  foreign  manufacturers  and 
exporting  houses,  and  the  greater  number  of  them  send  their  buyers 
to  England  and  the  United  States  to  make  purchases. 

[\Asts  of  morchnnta  and  of  afcents  at  St  Johns  may  be  obtalnea  from  the 
Burenn  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Oommwce  or  Ita  district  nSiaea.  Refer  to 
file  No.  73202.] 
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TEE  CE&HX  nSHEBIES  OF  IBSIA. 

[ExttsctB  from  Xndlaa  {Gorenimenty  Trade  Jonmnl  for  Jan.  28;  gupplemeoUng  article  In 
COMMBBCB  KBPORTs  for  Joue  26,  1015.] 

The  1914-15  season  was  notable  for  the  success  that  attended  the 
organization  of  the  reoently  acquired  Ramnad  fishery,  particularly 
vith  regard  to  that  section  commonW^  known  as  the  Kachchitivu  fish- 
r,  operated  from  Rameswaram.  In  191S-14  only  4^382  shells  were 
ked  in  this  section,  but  in  the  past  season  125,193  were  obtained,  a 
quantity  sufficient  to  give  a  handsome  profit  after  payment  of  aU 
expenses.  Fishing  operations,  except  in  Tinnevelly,  where  a  strike 
of  the  divers  for  nigner  pay  materially  affected  results,  were  satis- 
factory financially.  The  general  development  of  the  fisheries  is  said 
to  be  still  hampered  by  an  inadecjuate  supply  of  trained  labor. 

From  experiments  made  during  the  past  year  the  Fisheries  De- 
partment has  come  to  the  conclusion  that  neither  trawling  nor  dredg- 
ing can  furnish  a  desirable  or  adequate  means  of  fishing  dianks.  The 
only  other  mechanical  means  possible  appears  to  be  the  utilization 
of  a  submarine  boat  of  cheap  and  simple  construction  which  would 
enable  men  to  collect  shells  from  the  ocean  bottom  in  sufficient  quan- 
tities to  be  commercially  profitable.  Mr.  Horaell,  the  assistant  to 
the  Director  of  Fisheries,  has  devoted  considerable  thought  to  this 
matter  for  some  time  past  and  is  now  working  on  a  design  which  he 
hopes  to  submit  for  technical  criticism  in  the  near  future.  He  is  en- 
deavoring to  obtain  details  of  a  related  invention  designed  for  use  in 
the  Tunisian  sponge  fishery. 

The  inquiry  for  a  suitable  power  saw  was  continued  with  the  as- 
sistance of  the  Director  of  the  Imperial  Institute,  who  has  brought 
to  the  department's  notice  a  saw  now  in  use  by  a  firm  of  pearl-button 
manufacturers.  It  is  described  as  a  high-speed  saw,  working  at  3.000 
revolutions  per  minute.  As  it  is  said  to  be  operated  preferably  by  an 
electric  motor,  such  a  saw,  if  it  prove  satisfactory,  will  be  esjiecially 
suitable  for  Madras  City,  where  electric  current  from  the  public  main 
is  the  most  economical  power  to  employ  in  small  factories.  The  pre- 
liminary test  of  the  saw  made  in  London  upon  specimen  shells  for- 
warded from  Tuticorin  is  said  to  have  been  most  satisfactory. 

NEW  UAinirACTUBES  FOB  CANADA. 

[CoDsal  O.  Gaylord  Uarsh,  detailed  as  vice  eonsul  nt  Ottaira,  Canada.] 

The  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Canada  lias  for  some 
time  been  considering  the  establishment  of  a  Bureau  of  Practical 
Export  Intelligence.  Such  a  bureau  would  be  charged  with  the  pro- 
curing in  foreign  countries  of  such  articles,  imported  into  those 
countries,  as  might  be  possible  of  manufacture  in  Canada,  the 
articles  to  be  classified  and  displayed  at  central  points  in  the  Do- 
minion for  the  inspection  of  interested  manufacturers.  With  the 
displays  would  be  provided  pertinent  information  as  to  the  materials 
entering  into  the  manufacture  of  the  articles,  market  prices^  shipping 
lines,  freight  rates,  and  other  information  to  enable  Canadian  manu- 
facturers to  determine  wliether  or  not  they  could  profitably  enter 
into  competition  with  other  countries  in  certain  markets. 

It  is  reported  that  a  beginning  will  be  made  by  holding  a  doU 
and  toy  exhibition  in  Toronto  at  an  early  date,  which  has  not  yet 
been  announced. 
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FOBEZGK  TK&IHB  OF  HTASAL&SB  FBOIEGIOBATE. 

[Brltlsli  (GoverBiDent}  Boud  of  TmOe  JoonuU.] 

According  to  the  report  of  the  Nyasaland  Customs  Depftrtment  on 
Uie  external  trade  of  the  Protectorate  during  the  fiscal  year  1915,  the 
value  of  the  goods  imported  for  home  consumption  (exclusive  of 
specie)  was  $882,700,  a  decline  of  $38,000,  or  4.1  per  cent,  as  comoared 
with  1913-14.  The  decrease  is  more  or  less  general  under  ail  nead- 
ings,  but  textiles  (which  form  the  bulk  of  the  imports)  showed  a 
faUing  off  of  only  $1,475,  or  0.3  per  cent,  the  fi£:ures  being  $456,060 
in  1914-15,  and  $457,535  in  1913-14.  Of  the  total  imports  71  per 
cent  came  from  the  United  Kingdom,  8  per  cent  from  British  pos- 
sessions, and  21  per  cent  from  foreign  countries. 

The  export  figures  for  1914-15  showed  an  increase  in  weight  of 
585,477  pounds,  but  a  decrease  in  value  of  $89,500  as  compared  with 
1913-14.  The  amount  of  tea  shipped  during  the  last  five  years  has 
steadily  increased ;  in  1910-11  the  exports  amounted  to  42,042  pounds, 
but  in  1914-15  they  aggregated  166,248  pounda  Exports  of  cotton 
showed  an  increase  of  247,366  pounds,  and  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal 
year  about  200  tons  of  the  previous  season's  crop  remained  in  the 
Protectorate.  An  abnormal  quantity  of  cotton  seed  was  exported — 
1,177,384  pounds  as  against  194,255  poimds — but  it  is  not  expected 
that  the  increased  trade  will  be  maintained.  Articles  of  export  that 
decreased  were  tobacco,  from  3,763,014  pounds  to  3,308,948  pounds, 
partly  owing  to  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  ocean  transport  since  the 
outbreak  of  war;  beeswax  and  groundnuts  showed  decreases  of 
13,813  pounds  and  320,285  pounds,  respectively,  owing  to  the  closing 
of  German  markets,  especially  in  the  case  ot  beeswax;  coffee  ship- 
ments were  92,599  pounds  less  than  in  the  previous  year;  and  rubber, 
mica,  and  sesame  oil  also  showed  declines  in  comparison  with  1913-14. 

The  effect  of  the  war  on  the  trade  of  the  Protectorate  has  naturally 
been  a  depressing  one,  but  the  net  result  has  been  a  loss  of  only  $3,368 
of  revenue  as  compared  with  1913-14. 


IHFOETS  OF  PHOSPHATE  BOCK  INTO  ntELAlID. 

(Consol  Wesley  FroBt.  Cork  (Queenstown),  Jao.  29-1 

The  phosphate  rock  chiefly  imported  into  Ireland  is  Florida  high- 
grade  78  per  cent  and  land-pebble  Florida,  ranging  from  68  to  75  per 
cent  phosplinte  of  lime.  There  is  also  a  large  quantity  of  Algerian 
and  Tnnisinn  rock  imported,  testing  from  58  to  63  per  cent  phosphate, 
and  higher  qualities. 

These  phosphate  rocks  seem  to  have  displaced  the  South  Carolina 
River  phosphate  which  used  to  come  here  years  ago.  The  Kor^ 
African  rock  is  high  in  quality  and  is  softer  and  can  be  ground  with 
less  difficulty  and  expense  than  some  others.  It  is  said  to  dissolve 
well  when  treated  with  acid,  and  to  make  a  good  superphosphate. 
It  has  been  sold,  delivered  in  Ireland,  at  a  lower  price  than  the  Caro- 
lina rock,  presumably  because  of  more  favorable  freights  from  North 
African  ports. 

[A  list  of  the  lending  fertilizer  manufacturers  !n  Ireland  and  ot  the  dealers 
In  fertilizers  in  Cork  may  he  ohtalned  from  the  Bureau  of  Foretfin  and  Domestte 
Commerce  or  Us  district  offices.  Befer  to  file  No.  72706.] 
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AUEBIGAK  FirXCHASES  OF  FOX  SSIKS. 

(Conenl  William  A.  Pierce,  Charlottetown,  Prince  Edward  Island,  Canada.  Fob.  25.1 

The  shipments  of  fox  skins  from  Prince  Edward  Island  to  the 
United  States  during  1915  were  valued  at  $37^63,  and  for  the  period 
from  January  1  to  I<ebruary  19,  1916^  they  aoiounted  to  $81,402. 

Many  more  of  the  standard  bred  and  inferior  classes  of  ranch- 
raised  foxes  were  pelted  in  Prince  Edward  Island  within  the  last 
two  months  than  over  before,  chiefly  on  account  of  the  heavy  slump 
in  the  prices  of  foxes  for  breeding  purposes  in  1915.  Probably  a  fair 
valuation  of  standard  ranch-bred  silver-black  foxes  for  the  three 
months  from  November  1,  1915,  to  February  1,  1916,  would  be 
$1,000  to  $1,200  per  pair.  First-class  skins  have  recently  brought 
high  prices  in  the  American  markets.  Therefore  it  appeared  advan- 
tageous to  the  ranchers  to  pelt  at  least  a  part  of  their  stock  rather 
than  carry  all  of  it  on  a  reduced,  though  gradually  rising  market. 
The  pelts  were  marketed  in  the  United  States,  as  that  country  offers 
at  pr^nt  the  best  prices. 

According  to  a  recent  report  by  the  fur-sales  board  of  the  island, 
there  is  a  great  demand  in  the  American  markets  for  the  skins  of 
re^stered  Prince  Edward  Island  bred  foxes.  High  prices  werie 
paid  for  skins  sold  by  members  of  the  board  in  Boston  and  New 
York.  Of  52  silver-black  fox  ddns,  20  were  sold  at  an  avernge  of 
$726;  10  of  these  brought  an  average  of  $945  each;  8  brought  $1,000 
each. 

The  fur  sales  board  recommended  closer  study  of  pelt  values  by 
ranchers,  greater  care  in  taking  off  the  skins,  avoidance  of  unneces- 
sary haste  in  putting  them  on  the  market,  and  the  collection  of  the 
furs  and  matdiing  them  by  experts  on  the  island  before  exportation. 


SOTTTH  AFRICA  NEEDS  BIAITKETS  AND  RTTOS. 

{Consul  Edwin  N.  Gunsanlus,  Johannesburg,  JaD.  22.] 

The  pr^nt  scarcity  in  the  South  African  market  of  the  cheap 
lines  or  cctton  and  cotton-wool  blankets  and  rugs  and  the  large 
native  demand  for  them  combine  to  produ<»  an  exceptional  oppor- 
tunity for  American  manufacturers,  if  they  are  able  to  duplicate 
the  customary  qualities  and  prices.  These  goods  have  been  supplied 
largely  by  four  or  five  nations  on  the  Continent  of  Europe,  with  an 
attempt  on  the  part  of  British  manufacturers  to  capture  a  portion 
of  the  trade.  Now,  however,  the  quantities  desired  can  not  be  ob- 
tained. Fancy  checks  and  colore  are  chiefly  desired. 

Because  of  the  very  lar  ge  market  here,  the  American  consulate  has 
collected  from  the  wholesale  and  jobbing  houses  a  collection  of 
samples  which  represent  the  blankets  and  rugs  having  the  widest 
sale  here,  in  order  that  American  manufacturers  may  be  guided  in 
meeting  the  local  requirements. 

fThe  snniples  received  from  .ToImnnesburR  may  be  Inspected  at  the  Barena 
of  ForelRn  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  offices.  Lists  of  wholesale 
firms  and  mantifacturers*  agents  may  also  be  obtained  from  these  offices.  Befer 
to  file  No.  73267.] 

Information  obtained  at  the  Amftrican  consulate  general  in  Canton 
led  the  largest  department  store  *.n  that  Chinese  port  to  place  an 
order  in  the  United  States  for  $1,350  worth  of  woolen  gooos. 
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CONSTKUOnOK  WOBX  ABBOAD. 

CHDTA. 

[Consul  Oenentl  Edwin  8.  Cunntngbam.  Hankow,  Jan.  17.] 
Contract  for  Supply  of  Bridge  Olrderi  Awarded. 

The  contract  for  the  supply  of  bridge  girders  for  the  Canton- 
Hankow  Railwajjr  (Hupeh-Hunan  section),  a  part  of  the  Hukuang 
Loan  Kailways,  has  been  awarded  to  Messrs,  Jardine,  Matbeson  and 
Co.  (Ltd.))  and  the  Yangtze  Engineering  Works  (Ltd.)*  The 
Yangtze  Engineering  Works  (Ltd.),  a  Chinese  concern,  has  been 
awarded  the  contract  for  the  supply  of  209.7  tons  of  the  girders, 
short  spans,  at  a  total  bid  of  $23,890,  delivery  to  be  completed  in  5 
months.  Messrs.  Jardine,  Matheson  and  Co.  (Ltd.),  tendering  on 
behalf  of  the  United  States  Steel  Products  Co.,  were  awarded  a  con- 
tract for  the  supply  of  18  spans  of  150  feet  and  6  spans  of  200  feet 
at  an  asrgregate  tender  of  $475,304,  delivery  to  be  made  not  later  than 
September  30,  1916. 

The  timS  of  delivery  was  a  very  important  factor  in  awarding  the 
contract,  as  it  was  the  desire  of  the  railway  to  complete  the  line  from 
Hankow  to  Changsha  during  the  current  year;  tlierefore  it  was 
imperative  that  delivery  be  procured  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 

It  was  specified  that  the  bridges  should  be  shop  erected,  which  is 
contrary  to  the  best  practice  prevailing  in  the  United  States.  Under 
the  resolutions  of  the  May  conference  of  1915,  American  manu- 
facturers are  entitled  to  tender  for  all  bridges  provided  for  b^  the 
Hukuang  Loan,  under  the  recognized  standard  practice  prevaiUn^ 
in  the  United  States.  Therefore  a  protest  was  filed  against  the  speci- 
fications, and  in  the  award  of  the  contract,  the  American  manufac- 
turers agreed  to  shop  erect  one  span  of  each  class.  This  is  a  con- 
cession which  is  often  granted  in  the  United  States,  and  the  ex- 
tractor did  not  object  to  doing  this. 

[The  vnliies  are  In  Uiilteil  States  currency.  Articles  on  the  raihvay  situation 
in  China  and  on  the  i)ro2:rei=s  of  the  Oanton-TIanliow  Railway  u-ere  published 
In  CouMEBCB  ItEPORTs  for  Mar.  6  and  July  7,  1015.] 

[Vice  Consul  Alexander  Krlscl,  Sbaogbal,  Jan.  14.} 

Details  of  Large  Ballding  Scheme  VnAer  Way. 

Additional  information  has  been  received  regarding  the  impor- 
tant building  operations  planned  at  Shanghai,  as  reported  previously 
from  this  consulate  general.  (See  Commerce  Eeforts  for  Jan.  34, 
1916.) 

There  are  to  be  16  buildings,  6  stories  high,  of  reinforced  concrete. 
Steel  windows  will  make  an  appearance  for  the  first  time  in  Shang- 
hai, and  are  to  be  supplied  by  a  British  firm.  There  will  be  about 
20  elevators,  and  the  promoter  is  negotiating  with  an  American  com- 
pany for  them.  Tenders  for  the  installation  of  steam-heating  appa- 
ratus are  now  being  considered  from  British  and  American  manu- 
facturers. Plumbing  material  for  toilet  and  bath,  and  the  hot- 
water  system,  are  to  be  supplied  by  an  American  company. 

The  contract  calls  for  the  completion  of  a  block  of  four  buildings 
every  1^  years,  so  that  the  entire  scheme  will  take  5  years.  The 
total  cost  of  the  undertaking  will  be  about  $1,800,000  United  States 
currency. 

Another  large  building  ])roject  now  being  carried  out  is  that  of  40 
Japanese  residential  houses  op|)osite  the  Hongkew  Park,  in  the  inters 
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national  settlement  of  Shanghai.  Each  house  will  be  two  stories 
high,  and  suitable  for  one  family.  The  material  will  be  red  brick. 
The  interior,  however,  will  be  solely  Japanese — ^flooring,  woodwork, 
and  furnishings,  etc. 

Architects,  workmen^  and  material  have  all  been  obtained  from 
Japan.  The  total  cost  is  estimated  at  about  $60,000  gold. 

Chinese  City  in  Coarse  of  ConstmctloiL. 

In  the  Sinza  district  of  the  International  Settlement  a  Chinese 
city  of  800  two-story  houses  of  brick  is  now  in  course  of  construc- 
tion. These  houses  will  be  semiforeign — the  exterior  like  a  foreign 
bouse,  the  interior  in  Chinese  style.  In  the  center  of  this  Chinese 
city  is  to  be  erected  a  reinforced  concrete  market,  where  shops  for 
everything  needed  in  the  Chinese  home  will  have  an  appropriate 
place.  'I  ne  material  used  in  this  construction  is  all  local.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  this  city  will  be  completed  in  six  months  at  a  total  cost  of 
about  $600,000  gold. 

Xodern  Eesidenoes  ITnder  Constrnctioii. 

A  British  company,  having  an  American  managing  director  as 
well  as  American  architects,  is  constructing  17  high-class  modem 
brick  residences  in  the  French  Settlement  of  Shanghai.  All  these 
houses  will  have  hot  and  cold  water,  tiled  bathrooms,  kitchens,  and 
pantries.  The  company  has  also  acquired  land  for  the  erection  of 
about  100  similar  high-class  modern  residences  in  the  French  and 
International  settlements  of  Shanghai.  The  bricks  are  obtained  from 
local  brick  factories.  Oregon  pine  and  Philippine  hardwood  are  im- 
ported. All  hardware  is  of  American  manuiacture.  Doors  and  sash 
are  shipped  from  California;  glass,  plate  glass,  and  sanitary  fittings 
from  the  United  States.  Tiles  are  imported  from  Belgium;  the  com- 
pany finds  Belgian  much  cheaper  than  the  American  tiles.  Paints, 
oils,  and  varnishes  come  from  the  United  States.  The  company  plans 
to  introduce  American  gas  heaters  for  these  new  houses,  as  the  ma- 
jority of  the  prospective  purchasers  will  be  British,  who,  it  is  known, 
are  averse  to  naving  steam  heat  in  their  homes. 

[A  list  of  architects  and  builders  in  Slianghai  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices.  Refer  to 
me  No.  72803.  J 

AtrSI&ALIA. 

[CoQial  W.  A.  Bickers,  Ilobart,  Tasmanta,  Jan.  0.] 
Private  Interests  Kay  Build  Western  fiailway. 

Becently  an  offer  was  made  by  two  of  the  leading  business  men  of 
Hobart  to  construct  a  railway  from  Hobart  to  Uie  west  coast  of 
Tasmania.  There  has  been  a  demand  for  this  railway  for  a  number 
of  years,  but  as  the  State  of  Tasmania  had  not  been  in  a  financial 
position  to  construct  it,  some  years  ago  it  offered  certain  grants  to  a 
syndicate  as  a  bonus  for  the  work.  The  syndicate  did  not  take  ad- 
vantage of  this  offer,  and  now  the  business  men  mentioned  have  of- 
fered to  construct  the  road  if  the  Government  will  give  them  the 
same  terms  that  were  offered  to  the  syndicate. 

The  railway  would  develop  a  large  and  rich  section  of  Tasmania. 
It  would  be  about  1-iO  miles  long,  and  would  cost  between  $4,000,000 
and  $5,000,000.  An  Australian  firm  had  offered  to  build  the  road  for 
$30,600  per  mile  for  the  old  £^dicate,  if  the  latter  would  furnish  the 
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rails  and  fastenings  which  would  cost  about  $700,000  delivered,  while 

for  the  same  work  an  Knglish  firm  made  a  bid  of  sU^tly  lees  than 

$4,000,000.  At  present,  with  higher  costs,  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  th« 

total  outlay  would  not  be  far  from  $5,000,000,  in  case  Parliament 

agrees  to  accept  this  offer. 

[The  names  of  the  two  business  men  mentioned  in  this  dispatdi  may  be  ob- 
tained from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  OtHumraxe  or  Its  district 
offla«.  Refer  to  file  No.  72839.] 

[From  tbe  Uobnrt,  Tunuiols,  Uercnry.] 
Plans  for  Fablio  Buildings  in  Hobart. 

Parliament  has  passed  a  sum  of  $58,398  for  a  new  and  up-to-date 
State  high  school,  to  be  built  on  the  Park  Street  side  of  the  Nortii 
Hobart  recreation  ground,  and  this  will  probably  be  started  this 
year.  The  Government  has  a  proposal  for  altering  and  remodeling 
the  Davey  Street  public  buildings  at  a  cost  of  some  $19,466  or 
$24,332. 

A  big  scheme  for  the  extension  of  Ck)Ilins  Street,  and  the  remod- 
eling of  the  quarter  popularly  known  as  Wappin^,  is  under  con- 
sideration, but  has  not  been  decided  upon.  The  pressing  question  of  a 
noxious  trades  area  for  the  city  hangs  fire,  and  no  site  has  yet  been 
fixed  upon.  This  is  a  decided  disadvantage  for  those  who  are  in- 
clined to  erect  factories  of  this  kind. 

The  approaching  completion  of  the  hydroelectric  scheme,  which  is 
expected  to  make  power  available  in  Hobart  in  March,  will  doubtless 
eventually  benefit  the  building  trades  of  the  city,  as  well  as  other 
activities. 

JAPAV. 

[From  Seoul  Prbb,  Dec.  12,  1815.] 
Projected  Kallways  in  Chosen. 

A  sum  of  5,700,000  yen  ($2,841,450)  has  been  included  in  the  Gov- 
ernment general  budget  for  the  next  fiscal  year  for  railway  expenses. 
The  authorities  concerned  state  that  no  new  lines  will  be  constructed 
during  the  fiscal  year  in  question,  although  work  will  be  continued 
on  the  Chongjin-Hoilyong  Railway,  59  miles  in  length,  and  the 
Munchong-Yungheung  Railway,  34  miles,  already  undertaken,  and 
on  the  reconstruction  of  some  sections  of  the  Honam  Railway  and 
the  Kyongki-Wonsan  Railway,  already  begun. 

The  expenditure  estimated  in  the  budget  will  be  principally  used 
for  the  construction  of  the  remaining  section  or  the  Chongjin- 
Hoilyong  Railway.  The  plan  for  the  construction  of  this  railway 
underwent  some  modifications  in  the  winter  of  lost  year  and  in  the 
autumn  of  this  year.  In  order  to  avoid  damages  by  floods,  the  route 
at  first  adopted  had  to  be  changed,  and  the  change  necessitated  the 
boring  of  some  new  trunnels.  Two  additional  tunnels  will  have  to  be 
bored  between  Chonkohli  and  Hoilyong,  19  miles  in  length,  though 
plans  for  this  section  are  not  as  yet  definitely  settled. 

[A  review  of  the  progress  of  railway  construction  in  Chosen  was  published  in 
GouuERCE  Bepobts  fof  Dec.  31,  1915.1 

SFAIir. 

[Consul  nobertson  Iloncy,  Madrid,  Jan.  22.] 
Rarrow-Oange  Eleotrio  Ballway  to  be  Built 

The  Gaceta  de  'Madrid,  official  organ  of  the  Spanish  Government, 
publishes  the  announcement  that  a  narrow-gauge  railroad  with  elec- 
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trie  power  mfly  be  constructed  between  CtnKioi^ta  and  PefUroys. 

The  length  of  the  line  will  be  abont  30  miles, 

fTh«  name  of  the  person  to  whom  commtmJc&tlons  shoald  be  addresned  can 
be  obtfUned  from  the  Bareou  of  Foreign  and  Domeatte  Comnierce  or  Its  district 
•mew   Befer  to  file  No.  72024.} 

ICawm  vnibar  T.  Orac^,  SMUIa^  lu.  22.] 
Xn^rett  of  Work  oit  Caital— American  Plans  for  Brldgre. 

The  excavation  work  for  the  Alfonso  XIII  Canal  at  Seville  has 
been  concluded.  This  gives  nn  extension  of  6  kilometers  (3.73  miles 
15  meters  (49.2  feet)  in  deptli.  Tlie  canal  can  not  be  completed  until 
the  Guadaira  River  course  is  changed,  as  this  river  crosses  the  canal, 
and  the  engineering  director  is  now  studying  the  problem  of  divert- 
ing this  stream. 

The  construction  of  the  movable  bridge  is  also  being  considered. 
Flans  for  this  bridge  have  been  submitted  by  two  American  concerns, 
and  doubtless  one  will  be  adopted.  The  work  will  be  undertaken  by 
Spanish  contracting  firms.  An  extension  of  the  stone  mole  is  also 
under  consideration,  to  give  greater  wharfage  facilities,  and  the  pro- 
jected enlargement  will  probably  be  about  500  meters  (1,640  feet)^ 

WEST  AvmcA. 

[Vice  Coiuiil  Harry  A.  HcBrlde,  Boms,  Dec  31.] 

Tnblio  Improrementi  for  Sao  Thome. 

The  advance  in  the  price  of  cocoa  since  the  outbreak  of  war  has 
had  a  favorable  effect  on  the  Island  of  Sao  Thome,  the  Portuguese 
possession  in  the  Gulf  of  Guinea.  The  increased  profits  have  brought 
a  general  era  of  prosperity.  The  governor  of  the  Province  is  now 
studying  various  projects  for  improving  conditions  in  the  town  of 
Sao  Thome,  where  the  Goveniment  seat  is  located.  It  is  understood 
that  the  most  important,  and  those  to  be  undertaken  first,  are  harbor 
and  port  works,  betterment  of  the  water  supply,  and  the  installation 
of  a  plant  for  furnishing  the  town  with  electric  light  and  power. 
Sanitary  works  with  a  view  to  improving  health  conditions  are  to 
be  brought  up  for  consideration. 

The  Revista  Colonial  states  that  new  harbor  works  at  the  ports 
of  Bolaum  and  Bissau,  Portuguese  Guinea,  are  now  being  con- 
stnicted.  A  large  cement  wharf  at  each  of  the  two  ports  win  offer 
great  improvements  over  the  old  facilities.  There  is  a  regular  line 
of  Portuguese  freight  ships  plying  between  Lisbon  and  Portuguese 
Guinea,  the  colony  being  also  connected  with  the  Cape  Verde  Islands 
by  brnnch  steamers.  Monthly  ser\'ices  are  maintained. 

It  is  stated  that  arrangements  are  to  be  made  with  the  British 
firm  now  building  the  wharves  to  construct  two  more,  also  in  cement, 
in  place  of  the  old  wooden  wharves  at  Praia,  capital  of  St.  Thiago 
Island,  and  at  Furna,  the  port  of  Brava  Island,  both  in  the  Cape 
Verde  group.  Owing  to  shallow  water  at  Praia,  the  wharf  will  ne 
450  feet  long  and  will  be  reserved  for  barges  and  small  boats. 
FropoEed  SxteiiElon  of  Gold  Coast  Railways. 

The  Gold  Coast  Government  Railways  now  comprise  two  lines 
from  the  seacoast  into  the  interior,  one  starting  at  the  port  of 
Secondee  and  running  through  the  gold-mining  district  to  Coomassie, 
a  distance  of  168  mites,  with  a  branch  of  20  miles  to  Prestea,  and 
the  other  leaving  the  port  of  Accra  and  traversing  the  cocoa  regions 
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to  Koforidua,  a  distance  of  52  miles.  These  roads  run  almost  par- 
allel to  one  another  in  a  northerly  direction,  and  it  is  now  proposed 
to  connect  them  by  a  line  running  from  Goomasaie  across  the  interior 
to  connect  with  the  Accra  Kailway. 

The  survey  work  for  the  new  line,  which  will  be  approximately 
140  miles  in  length,  has  been  actively  progressing,  a  good  route  has 
been  staked  out,  and  estimates  on  the  cost  of  construction  have  been 
submitted  to  the  Government. 

A  considerable  amount  of  new  rolling  stock  is  being  added  to  both 
lines  now  in  operation.  It  is  all  to  be  of  BritisAi  maniuacture.  There 
has  been  great  delay  in  delivery. 


OCEAS  TSASSFORTATIOir  IS  THE  FAB  EAST. 

Karch  and  Kay  Increases  In  Japanese  Shipping  Bates. 

The  management  of  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaislia  proposes  to  make 
further  increases  in  European  freight  rates  in  March  and  May,  so 
as  to  bring  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisba  rates  to  a  point  only  a  little 
lower  than  those  charged  by  foreign  steamship  companies  in  Japan, 
according  to  an  Osaka  paper. 
Japan  Building  Ships  irnder  Sifflcnltles. 

Orders  issued  by  various  shipbuilding  yards  in  Japan  for  material 
for  constructing  vessels  amounted  at  the  end  of  1915  to  107,000  tons. 
Of  this  quantity,  the  Japan  Gazette  reports,  46,000  tons  were  ordered 
from  the  United  States,  30,000  tons  from  England,  and  25,000  tons 
from  the  various  steel  and  iron  foundries  in  Japan.  Becafuse  the 
shipment  of  steel  from  England  is  gradually  becoming  difficult,  it 
is  feared  that  the  shipbuilding  yards  will  be  obliged  to  suspend  work 
partially.  As  a  result  of  recent  negotiations  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  representatives  of  the  sliipbuilding  yards,  it  has  been 
arranged  that  the  authorities,  as  far  as  possible,  shall  encourage  the 
manufacture  of  steel  of  various  kinds  in  Japan. 

Investigations  made  by  the  Department  of  Communications  show 
that  50  steamers,  representing  188,000  tons,  are  due  to  be  completed 
in  various  yards  in  Japan  during  the  course  of  this  year.  Owing, 
however,  to  the  scarcity  of  steel  in  the  J.apanese  market,  and  the 
difficulty  of  importing  the  material,  shiphuilders  are  now  seriously 
handicapped,  and  are  reported  to  be  declming  orders. 
Decrease  in  Chinese  Uarltime  Customs  Bevenne. 

"While  there  was  an  increase  at  some  ports,  there  was  a  decrease  in 
the  total  Chinese  maritime  customs  revenues  for  1915,  as  compared 
with  1914,  according  to  figures  published  by  the  Pekinc  Daily  News. 
The  total  report  was,  in  roimd  numbers,  36,742,000  Haikwan  taels 
($23,188,765),  as  compared  with  38,907,000  taels  ($25,837,144),  in 
1914.  There  were  increases  at  Harbin,  Dairen,  and  Hankow,  and 
decreases  at  Tientsin,  Shanghai,  Swatow,  and  Canton.  All  foreign 
obligations  secured  on  the  customs  revenues  had  been  fully  met  on 
December  31, 1915.' 

Buying  Old  Hulls  at  High  Prices. 

As  a  result  of  the  boom  in  shipping,  old  hulls  have  changed  hands 
at  good  fiffiires  in  Japan.  Cargo  boats  of  moderate  sizes  now  fetch 
between  $109  and  $124  per  ton  deadweight   The  Japan  Daily  Mail 
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says  that  shipowners  are  quite  well  supported  by  frequent  jumps  in 
freight  ratas  almost  all  over  the  world.  Iron  rates  between  New 
YorK  and  Yokohama,  for  instance,  it  says,  stand  at  $29.88  per  ton, 
which  is  five  times  peace  prices.  But  even  at  this  extraordinary  rate, 
ample  tonnage  can  not  be  secured. 

liecause  of  the  growing  shortage  of  tonnage  in  Western  Japan, 
says  the  paper,  inquiries  are  being  received  for  the  supply  of  hold 
space,  but  they  can  now  scarcely  be  satisfied.  Even  Australia,  the 
United  States,  and  other  countries  inquire  whether  hold  space  can 
be  supplied  for  the  transportation  of  ores  or  oils  direct  to  Japan, 
China,  or  other  Asiatic  countries,  which  are  mostly  declined  on  the 
ground  of  rates. 

•  Every  liner  touching  at  Hongkong,  it  says,  is  full  of  cargo  directed 
to  the  port  because  of  a  great  expansion  in  cotton  trade.  Shanghai 
liners  also  enjoy  a  good  business  in  spite  of  troubles  in  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  river. 


LATIN-AXEBICAN  TBADE  IN  CEIXULOrD. 

That  a  market  exists  in  Latin  America  for  celluloid  and  its  manu- 
facture is  shown  by  the  import  statistics  of  the  various  republics. 
So  far  Brazil  leads  in  purchases  of  this  article,  but  Cuba  and  Chile 
are  also  fairly  important  buyers. 

The  value  of  tiie  imports  of  the  chief  purchasing  countries  of 
Iiatin  America,  according  to  the  latest  official  returns  of  those  coun- 
tries, is  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Cotmtrin  and  kinds  of  Iraporla. 


Argentina  (ISM): 

MonufBC"  iires  

UnmanuXact  tired  

Brazil  (l^l'l):  Uanulactures  

Chile  (leit): 

Cipir  holder-;  of  celluloid  &nil  rubber... 

Collar^  and  cufl<   

Ot>  er  maniifftciure^  

Veoeznela  (year  ended  June  30,  IS15}: 

Maoulacturei  

Cuba  (1014);  Unmanutactured  


Value. 


S3.m 
R.344 
90.283 

41.  (»n 
14.5GO 

K.m 

4.052 
74.096 


Coon  tries  and  kind  ol  Imports. 


UruEuay  (Wll): 

Manulaclure^  

U  nmo  n  u  (actured  

Peru  (1913): 

Unnianufac'ured  

Bi'm'!  and  ad'erti-wments  

Oil  cr  manubcturea  

Ecuador  (1913): 

Cases  

Othtr  manutacture?  and  laaniihctnrea 
ol  rubber  


ValoB. 


S30 
U,tS4 

92 
13 
10,077 

189 

t,3» 


Industrial  Trainings  for  Women  in  TTnigaay. 

The  provision  made  in  1914  for  practical  training  for  women  in 
the  schools  of  Uruguay  has  been  increased  by  a  i-ecent  executive 
decree  published  in  the  Biariio  Oficial.  The  work  already  done  is  to 
constitute  the  beginning  of  important  centers  of  industrial  training, 
analogous  to  the  national  school  of  arts  and  trades  for  men,  and  the 
supervision  of  the  training  is  to  be  transferred  from  the  Mmistry  of 
Public  Instruction  to  the  Ministry  of  Industries. 

District  Offices  of  the  Bnrean  of  Foreign  and  Domeatio  Commerce. 

Vew  Tork,  t  oom  409  ITnlted  States  CnstoiLhoiise;  Boston,  elehteeatli  floor 
Vnlted  States  Castomhouse;  Chicago.  504  Federal  Bnlldlng;;  St.  Louis,  402  Third 
Vatlonal  Bank  Bnlldlng;  Atlanta.  621  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020 
Eibemla  Bank  Bnllding;  San  Franelioo,  806  United  States  Cnstomhonse;  Seattle, 
ftS2  Alaska  Bnllding.  Cooperative  district  offloes:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
Bierce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  New  Orleans  A  Texas 
laclfio  By.  Co.,  Cincinnati;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Betrolt,  Board 
of  Commerce;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  South  American  Agent, 
Sonthem  B7.  Co.,  Chattanooga,  Teaa, 
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FOBEiair  TBADS  OFFOXTUJIiTlKS. 

Beterred  addresua  maj  iw  obtained  from  the  BnrcM  and  Ita  4l«frlet  aMam.  Bequest 
for  each  opportnnltr  abould  be  on  •  B^nto  aheet  and  tba  Ue  KUkbev  glrai. 

Incondetccnt  electrte  lamp*.  No.  20360.— An  Amertean  consular  aXBcer  In  FnuMtf 
reports  that  a  firm  in  hia  district  desires  to  r^resent  Amwlcan  mannCae- 
turers  of  Incandescent  electric  lamps. 

Cloth,  No.  20S61.— An  American  consular  officer  In  the  Netherlands  writes  Oat 

a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  samples  and  quotations  from 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  cheap  cotton  and  balf-woolea 
cloth  for  making  clothing.  Correspondence  should  be  In  Dutch.  Reference 
is  given. 

Machinery,  etc..  No.  20362. — ^A  man  In  Spain  informs  an  American  consular 
ofllcer  that  he  desires  to  purchase  a  machine  to  print  labels  on  glass  bottles 
and  porcelain  stoppers;  raw  materials  employed  in  enameling  iron;  nnd_ 
raw  materials  for  tlie  manufacture  of  incandescent  electric  lights,  as  well  as' 
the  machinery  and  apparatus  used  In  making  such  lights.  Oorre^randence 
may  be  In  English,   itefereuce  is  given. 

iMurance,  No.  20363. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Portugal  reports  that  a 
firm  in  his  district  desires  to  represent  American  Insurance  companies  In 
that  country.  CJorrespoodenee  may  be  in  English. 

Automobiles,  No.  20364. — An  AmerlctiD  consular  officer  In  the  West  Indies  writes 
that  a  man  in  his  district  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of 
light  low-priced  automobiles. 

Hardware,  toolt,  etc..  No.  208<^. — ^A  man  in  the  United  Kingdom  Informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  represent  American  manufoc- 
turers  and  exporters  of  tools  and  hardware,  especially  builders*  supplies. 

Machinery,  No.  20306. — An  American  consular  officer  in  India  reports  that  a 
man  in  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  American  manufoc- 
turers  of  machinery  for  making  pencils. 

Upper  leathers,  sliocs,  and  fiour.  No.  20367. — ^An  American  consular  officer  in 
Norway  writes  that  n  man  in  his  district  desires  to  represent  American 
manufacturers  and  exporters  of  upper  leathers,  such  as  box  calf,  kid.  etc.; 
slioos;  and  Hour.   Correspondence  may  be  In  English.    Reference  is  given. 

Cheese,  No.  203G8. — A  man  In  Chile  informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  he 
desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of 
cheese  similar  to  .Gnmembert,  packed  in  key-opening  tins. 

Bottles.  No.  203(S>. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Italy  reports  that  a  man 
In  Ills  district  desires  to  purchase  American  bottles  for  preserved  fruits; 
jam  jars  covered  with  tin  lids  having  rubber  rings;  and  bottles  for  pre- 
seni'os  or  fruits,  with  tlu  lids  and  rubber  rings.  It  is  stated  that  cash  will 
be  paid  against  delivery  of  goods.   Reference  is  given. 

Sausage  casings,  No.  20370. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Russia  writes 
that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations  with 
American  Importers  of  Intestines  for  making  sausages.  It  Is  stated  that 
the  nmn  has  a  large  quantity  of  mutton  and  other  intestines  In  stock.' 
Correspondence  should  l>e  in  Russian.  Offers  are  desired  f.  a  b.  Russian 
ports. 

Pencils  and  stationery.  No.  20371. — An  American  consular  officer  In  France 
reports  tliat  a  woman  lu  liis  district  desires  to  represent  American  manu- 
facturers of  7-Inch  cedar  t>oiicils  to  retail  at  2  cents,  sharpened  2-Inch 
pencils  for  odvertlslng  purposes,  and  boxed  stationery  containing  50 
envelopes  and  50  sheets  of  paper  of  the  cheapest  grades. 

Dry  colors  for  inks,  No.  20372. — A  firm  in  Australia  informs  an  American 
consular  officer  tliat  It  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufac- 
turers and  exporters  of  dry  colors  for  making  printing  inks.  Samples  and 
quotations  should  be  sent. 

Paper,  No.  20373. — An  American  consular  officer  In  India  reports  that  a  firm  la 
his  district  desires  to  he  plncetl  In  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of 
white  news,  machine-finish  printing,  supercalendar  printing,  and  cream* 
laid  writing  paper.  Firms  interest)^  should  send  telegraphic  address. 
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SHOBTAaE  OF  FAFES  HATEBUL. 

Tlie  attention  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  is  called,  by  the 
president  of  a  large  paper  manufacturing  company,  to  the  fact  that 
there  is  a  serious  shortage  of  raw  material  for  the  manufacture  of 
paper,  including  rags  and  old  papers.  He  urges  that  the  department 
should  make  it  known  that  the  collecting  and  saving  of  rags  and  old 
papers  would  greatly  better  existing  conditions  for  American  manu- 
facturers. 

Something  like  15,000  tons  of  different  kinds  of  paper  and  paper 
board  are  manufactured  every  day  in  the  United  States  and  a  large 
proportion  of  this,  after  it  has  served  its  purpose,  could  be  used  over 
again  in  some  class  of  paper.  A  large  part  of  it,  however,  is  either 
burned  or  otherwise  wasted.  'Hiis,  of  course,  has  to  be  replaced  by 
new  materials.  In  the  early  history  of  the  paper  industry  publicity 
was  given  to  the  importance  of  saving  rags.  It  is  of  scarcely  less 
importance  now.  The  Department  of  Commerce  is  glad  to  bring 
this  matter  to  the  attention  of  the  public  in  the  hope  that  practical 
results  may  flow  from  it.  A  little  attention  to  the  saving  of  rags  and 
old  papers  will  mean  genuine  relief  to  our  paper  industry  and  a 
diminishing  drain  upon  our  sources  of  supply  for  new  materials. 
The  Department  of  Commerce  will  be  glad  to  put  inquirers  in  touclk 
with  the  manufacturers  who  are  interested. 


British  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Swatow. 

Consul  George  C.  Hanson,  at  Swatow,  China,  reports,  under  date 
of  January  25,  that  a  British  chamber  of  commerce  has  been  formed 
at  that  city^  and  that  American  chambers  of  commerce  and  merchants 
interested  in  the  South  China  trade  should  take  note.  There  is  no 
other  foreign  chamber  of.  commerce  at  Swatow. 
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CETIOirS  TOBEIGV  TKABE  L&ST  TEAK. 

An  advance  of  4.000,000  gallons  in  the  imports  of  fuel  oil  at  Co- 
lombo and  Galle  is  the  most  striking  gain  during  1915  shown  by  the 
statement  of  foreign  trade  issued  by  the  Ceylon  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, although  receipts  of  coal,  fertilizers,  hoop  iron,  nails  and 
rivets,  mutches,  teak  timber,  and  whisky  al^  increased.  Declines  in 
many  other  of  the  colony's  chief  imports  marked  the  yearns  trading, 
as  a  study  of  the  following  table  discloses: 


Articles. 


Cement  ewt. . 

CMnawan  value. . 

Cnal   torn.. 

TeniUxm  ewt.. 

Henlware  value.. 

Iron,  and  mftnuracturas  at, 
n.e-  N.: 

Aii''lfl,  bar,  rod,  and 
fiat  cwt.. 

Oshantied  do — 

Hoop  drj.... 

N<iil:t  andrivets.do.... 

PiE  do... 

'^^'ire.  Kalvanlied 

barbed  cwt. . 

X««d  for  ifls  oLe^its.  .ton^.. 

Watc'es   RTO^-- 

Fetmlmn]  nroduct«: 

Fwl  nil  gallnns.. 

Keroene  do  

Piece  KOoit  j: 

Cnt-on  valoe.. 

Linen  do.... 

Bilk.  do.... 


1914 


117".  7-8 

5Kt,g62 
l,2Jt,  m 
171)7,717 


an,  344 

«2.7.» 
27.543 
16, 169 
tO,lS5 

3S,3ns 

1.G30 
664,075 

3.590.318 
6, 184, 175 

13,907,993 
118, 182 
S148,3!i4 


uu 


331, 3n 
»«,7«7 

641,586 
1,5*9.027 
t3U),833 


S,736 

78.738 
49,317 
32,606 
6, 140 

6,418 

1.231 
G2,M3 

7,514,  IfQ 

6,676,2.3 

12.^.971 
113.223 
S134,443 


ArtMM. 


Rtea  ban. 

Rubber.  r»w.....poaDds. 

tuiiar  ewt. 

Timber,  unmrtwd: 

Teak   tons.. 

OlI.er   do... 

Tobaoco  and  mmn  aiect  urw 
of: 

C^an  pmmdA. 

CIgaratie?  do. . . 

Oi)  er  inonofactures, 

pounds  

Uomanufactured, 

pounds  

Umbrellas  doun. 

Wlce  ^  spirtLs  and  liquors: 
Beer,  ale,  and  Mont, 

(EBllom.  

Rrandf  gallons. 

Oin  di... 

Whisky  do... 

Wiiie  - 

lti>ai1dhu...do... 
sllU  do... 


4^«10,8T« 
8,707,111 
80B,8» 

4.4«0.fl40 
3,708,308 

4,«m 

6, 146 

list 

23,1«8 
818,638 

87,810 

17,788 

10,  m 
2i,m 

7,390 

161. 0(e 

76, 151 
138,521 

iH,no 

.53,3RS 
40.400 

76,905 
105,772 

fiS,(B8 

t,9n 

54,211 

Exports  of  coir  fiber,  copra,  coconuts,  coconut  oil,  and  poonac 
suffered  the  only  losses  of  the  year,  to  offset  which  there  were  impor- 
tant gains  in  cinnamon  (especially  in  quills),  rubber,  and  tea.  The 
quantities  of  these  and  other  leading  articles  shipped  from  Colombo 
and  Galle  during  1914  and  1915  are  shown  below; 


Articles. 

1914 

lOlS 

Artlelas. 

1914 

ins 

Cardamoms  pounds.. 

Ciniiaiiinn: 

U  ip.  do.... 

guills  do  .. 

404.070 

1.670.818 
2,417. POI 
67,700 

227.P04 
17,f38 
1.4ni.212 
35.1SG,1B5 

Kfl,i29 

2.2fi9,ST8 
4, 22 '.2^6 
7S.458 

191.2-';9 
OR  27.1 
1.102.(174 
88,320.759 

Coconut  and  cooonnt 
prod  ■  Its  —Continue  J. 

Oil  cwt.. 

I'oonac   do 

11,345.619 
613.  on) 
229.004 
1,453,330 

SSR.081 
U,31S,3W 

100,731.911 
4,481, GOB 

6,203.716 
488.484 
IH,  147 

1,873, 4SS 

430. 7M 
4S,Mft,lffi' 

200.464,730 
5,I«9.0S7 

CooontU    and  coconut 
Ijroiiuct^: 
Coir  -- 

Oil.cllroDella  ..punds.. 
Plumbago  (gropUilo), 

Fiber  cwt.. 

Yam  do  

Copm  do  ... 

re^lcrated  .rounds.. 

Toa: 

Black  do  

Green  do  

The  rubi  er  figures  given  above  for  1914  include  the  reexports; 
those  for  1915  are  for  Ceylon  rubber  only. 


Advertising  Uethods  in  French  Indo-China- 

Consul  Lawrence  P.  Briggs,  at  Saigon,  French  Indo-China,  has 
transmitted  a  report  on  advertising  methods  and  rates  in  that  coun- 
try. This  report  can  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
l3'omestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices  by  those  interested.  Befer 


to  file  No.  73173. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOMMBBCB  BEP0BT8. 


931 


SUX'S  nCPOBTS  OP  BAW  KATEBIAI& 

[Vice  Consul  Carl  C.  Hansen,  Bangkok.] 

The  value  of  the  imports  of  raw  materials  into  Siain  for  the  fiscal 
year  ended  March  31, 1915,  amounted  to  $2,557,738,  against  $2,695,464 
for  the  preceding  year.  Mineral  oil  constitutes  the  most  important 
item  in  this  class,  the  imports  of  which  amounted  to  7.669,388  gal- 
lons, valued  at  $1,115,226,  as  compared  with  6,520,601  gallons,  valued 
at  $874,123,  for  the  previous  year.  The  United  States  supplied 
1,921,904  gallons,  valued  at  $329,666,  against  1,565,616  gallons, 
valued  at  $231,625,  for  1914. 

Beeelyts  of  lumber,  Cement,  Coal,  ete. 

Next  in  importance  to  mineral  oil  comes  wood,  of  which  $418,241 
worth  was  landed  in  Bangkok  during  1915,  against  $362,823  worth 
for  1914.  The  main  wood  imports  consisted  of  2,940,880  pieces  of 
Singapore  planks  and  rafters,  which,  on  account  of  the  poor  quality 
of  the  wood,  are  used  for  temporary  construction  work  only.  It  is 
likely,  however,  that  wood  from  Sism's  own  forests  will  soon  displace 
the  foreign  product,  as  American  sawrailling  machinery  is  just  now 
being  introduced,  with  the  object  of  exploiting  other  wood  than  teak, 
the  latter  being  too  expensive  for  general  use. 

Of  other  raw  materials  required  by  Siam  the  following  are  of  in- 
terest: Cement  to  the  amount  of  21,545  tons,  valued  at  ^25,472  for 
1915,  against  25,810  tons,  valued  at  $260,597  for  1914,  the  chief  sources 
of  supply  being  Denmark,  Indo-China,  and  Hongkong;  but  as  a  Sia- 
mese company  has  now  begun  to  manufacture  cement  locally,  it  is 
likely  that  purchases  from  abroad  will  be  curtailed;  coal,  which  is 
not  as  yet  mined  in  Siam,  showed  an  import  of  27,509  tons,  valued 
at  $149,272,  as  compared  with  21,739  tons,  valued  at  $135,149,  for  the- 
previous  year,  Japan  and  the  United  Kingdom  being  the  main  coun- 
tries of  origin ;  metals  in  the  rough  were  imported  to  the  value  of 
^89,065  and  $226,919  for  1914  and  1915,  respectively;  raw  cotton  and 
silk  are  imported  in  limited  quantities  only. 


AMEmCAH  COTTOK  EZPOBTS. 


The  cotton  exported  during  the  week  ending  March  4,  1916,  at  the 
12  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United  States  was  as  foUovra: 


Districts. 

Bales. 

Dlsteiota. 

Bates. 

Dlstilots. 

Bales. 

Pfafladelphia  

m 

SanFranotaoo  

4M 

3.BM 

3,645 
10.910 
31,558 

Iforytead  

m 

20. 7« 
»,7B4 

Totol  

86^ 

The  export  of  86,018  bales  of  cotton  during  the  past  week  makes 
the  total  since  August  I,  1915,  approximately  3,576,419  bales.  Ex- 
ports of  cotton  for  i;he  corresponding  periods  of  the  preceding  year 
were,  respectively,  271,819  bales  for  the  veek  and  5,752,867  bales  in 
the  cotton  year. 
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.  TBABE  OOHBinONS  IN  KABTIHiam« 

[Consul  Tbomaa  R.  WaUac«k  J«n.  24.) 

Tlie  annual  foreign  trade  of  the  French  West  Indian  colony  of 

Mnrtinique  is  valued  at  about  $10,000,000.  The  imports  seldom 
exceed  $4,300,000,  while  the  exports  are  greater  Uian  the  imports  by 
about  $l,r>00,000. 

The  trade  of  the  island  is  largely  influenced  by  the  transportation 
facilities  offered,  which  wna  greatly  in  favor  of  Europe  prior  to 
the  war.  The  service  with  Lurope  was  interrupted  Portly  after 
the  breaking  out  of  hostilities.  Immediately  efforts  were  made  to 
-open  trade  with  the  ITnited  States,  and  a  want  of  credit  facilities 
alone  prevented  it  assuming  considerable  mafniitude,  but  it  dem<ni- 
strated  clearly  the  advantage  to  be  obtained  by  good  transportation 
service,  as  well  as  the  necessity  for  exchange  to  foster  trade. 

The  difference  between  the  service  offered  from  Europe  and 
America  for  siiipping  goods  to  Martinique  is  not  so  great  as  fonnerly, 
altliough  Europe  stiH  has  the  advantage  of  a  regular  line  of  freight 
steiimers  every  two  weelcs.  But,  since  the  restorati<m  of  the  dip- 
ping facilities  from  Europe,  the  inquiries  for  American  goods  has 
fallen  off  greatly. 

Trade  Benefited  Thron^h  Aaeiican  Line  of  Bteamen. 

The  freight  and  passenger  service  from  Mobile  to  the  West  Indies 
by  a  line  of  steamers  has  been  of  great  benefit  to  the  trade  and  in.- 
industries  of  the  South  and  Middle  West,  as  well  as  to  the  business  in- 
terests of  the  island.  A  notable  increase  in  the  value  of  the  trade 
between  America  and  the  West  Indies  is  apparent  since  the  open- 
ing of  this  line,  while  some  of  the  commodities  carried  by  it  prac- 
tically supplies  the  market  against  foreign  competition.  . 

The  ability  to  procure  supplies  at  slioit  and  regular  periods  is  of 
paramount  imnortnnce  to  the  merchant  in  tropical  coimtries,  espe- 
cially where  climatic  conditions  are  such  as  to  affect  the  stock  when 
kej-t  on  hand  for  some  time. 

The  Export  Trade. 

The  e.\]>nrts  to  the  United  States,  according  to  invoices  certified  at 
the  American  ct  nsulate  at  Martinique,  amounted  to  only  $1,9G2  in 
value  during  1015,  of  which  $2,809  represented  vanilla  beans  and 
$008  bay  oil.  Ihe  exports  for  1914  amounted  to  $16,530,  of  which 
siipr  amounted  to  $12,732. 

The  concession  granted  by  the  French  Govei-nment  to  its  colonies 
to  encouTiige  exportation  of  their  pi-oducts  to  France,  provides  a 
'  better  market  than  they  can  obtain  elsewhere,  and  just  so  long  as 
such  concessions  are  continued,  with  good  shipping  facilities  to  carry 
the  goods,  the  products  of  the  colonies  will  be  exported  to  France. 


Manufactnre  of  Needles  in  England. 

.  Consular  Agent  W.  W.  Early,  at  Leicester,  England,  reports  that 
at  leart  eight  concerns  began  to  manufacture  needles  in  that  country 
during  1915;  that  the  total  production  of  needles  in  England  amounte 
to  ahv.ut  250,000  per  week-  and  that  t^e  demand  totals  about  500/)00 
eedles  per  week. 
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HALF  YEAB'S  TBAD£  OF  EOYFTIAN  SUDAN. 

[British  (QoverniQeDt)  Board  of  Trade  Journal.] 

According  to  statistics  recently  issued  by  the  Sudan  Central  Eco- 
nomic Board,  the  values  of  the  principal  articles  imported  and  ox- 
ported  during  the  first  six  months  of  1915  were  as  shown  in  the  fol- 
lowing table,  the  figures  for  1914  being  added  for  purposes  of  com- 

Earison.  [The  values,  originally  expressed  in  Egyptian  pounds, 
ave  been  converted  to  American  currency  at  the  rough  equivalent  of 
$5  to  the  pound;  the  United  States  Treasury  conversion  rate  is 
$4.9431.] 


Frlnelpd  Imparta. 


Clotb'ns  and  undarwMr . . . 

Cool  

Coflee  

Cotton  bbrica  

Flour,  wheat  

Iron  and  steal,  manafiw- 

tured  

Haahlner;  

Rice  

Backs,  empty  

Boap  ;  

Bugar  .................. 

Tea  

Ttabar  

Tobaceo.  and  mannfaMnrw 


Jaautry-Juno— 


1«4 


180,095 

278.965 
129.070 
1,110.915 
208,105 

87.960 
227,176 
93.830 
61,G3a 
8D,4S5 
736, 4S5 
80.380 
6»,US 
118,990 


UlS 


S74.01S 

MM,  790 
110.300 
1.161.705 
134,000 

81,065 
43,760 
14.365 

180,670 
64,380 

COS. 015 
55, 145 

103,305 

113,766 


rrisolpal  exports 


Anhnols: 

Cntile  

Sheep  and  goats  

Cotton,  ginned  

Cotton  seed  

Durrd  

Gold  

Oum  

Uidei  md.  tkba,  un- 
tannad: 

Hidoj  

Skin*  

Ivory  

Sasanw  


Jannary-Jtme— 


1014 


(240, 090 
202.400 
474.540 
68.K40 
15,S75 
174.370 
1,217,410 


165,830 
151.000 
2S4.430 
210,230 


1915 


1264.039 

147.390 
CSS, 050 
102.450 
140,765 
176. b2S 


198,075 
75.350 
153.;<3D 
266,025 


HEW  BiriLDIHG  REGTJIATIONS  IN  XrHUGTTAY. 

Hereafter  all  buildings  on  public  streets  outside  of  the  radios  of 
the  city  of  Montevideo  and  other  urban  centers  of  Uruguay  must  be 
constructed  at  least  10  meters  (32.8  feet)  from  the  boundary  line  of 
the  property.  Within  the  city  radius  the  free  space  must  be  at  least 
4  meters  (13.12  feet).  These  distances  of  10  and  4  meters,  respec- 
tively, are  to  be  measured. from  the  front  boundary  line  of  the  land 
to  the  most  salient  part  of  the  building,  and  the  space  between  must 
not  be  occupied  by  steps,  balustrade,  or  ornaments.  Further  provi- 
sions of  the  new  law,  published  in  the  Diario  Oficial  of  January  21, 
make  obligatory  the  construction  of  fences  on  property  in  Monte- 
video, even  if  lots  are  vacant,  when  pavement  has  been  laid.  The 
fences  should  be  of  artistic  iron  grating,  wood,  or  other  stiitable 
material,  but  never  of  wire  netting,  and  they  must  be  of  the  height 
required  by  previous  regulations. 


SCHOOL  OF  ABTS  AUS  TRADES  IN  VENEZUELA. 

A  schedule  of  the  classes  in  the  school  of  arts  and  trades  in  Caracas 
is  published  in  a  recent  number  of  the  Gaceta  Oficial.  The  work 
for  men  includes  practical  instruction  in  mechanics,  blacksmith ing, 
founrl  V  work,  bookbinding,  modeling,  carpentering,  lithographing* 
and  au.omobiling.  Instruction  is  given  to  women  in  cooking,  cutting 
and  sewing,  hat  and  flower  maldng,  embroidering  and  lace  maldng, 
laundering,  and  other  hand  work.  Both  men  and  women  attend 
classes  in  photography,  drawing,  tailoring,  and  the  usual  l)usines8 
courses. 
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TEAK'S  BECOBD  IN  JAFAKESE  TEA  TBASE. 

In  a  review  of  the  Japanese  tea  trade  for  1915,  the  Japan  Times 
-Bays  that  the  shipments  to  the  United  States  showed  a  gain  of 
-4,309^00  pounds  in  quantity  and  of  $896,400  in  value.  It  states  as  a 
noteworthy  fact  that  the  shipments  to  Canada,  which  had  been  on  a 
steady  down  grade,  suddenly  rebounded  to  the  old  level,  with  a  gain 
of  51  per  cent  in  value.  The  de-stinatlons  of  the  shipments  for  the 
year  are  given  as  follows:  United  States,  39,445,830  pounds,  valued 
at  $0,196,116;  Canada,  5,442,300  pounds,  valued  at  $837,636;  other 
countiies,  1,549,450  pounds,  valued  at  $-204,678. 

A  comparison  of  the  total  trade  with  the  preceding  two  years  ^ows 
that  there  were  4*2,238.970  pounds,  valued  at  $7,439,426  in  1913; 
36,778,100  pounds,  vahied  at  $5,974,008  in  1914,  and  39,SHi5,270 
pounds,  valued  at  $0,782,262  in  1913.  In  explaining  the  gain  in 
exports  it  is  sug^^ested  that  owing  to  the  decline  in  the  trade  for  the 
previous  years,  the  visible  stock  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  had 
been  r  eexported  to  Europe  instead  of  supplying  an  increased  demand 
in  North  America. 

Shipment  of  Lover  Orade  Goods  Xay  Affeot  Trade. 

It  is  stated  that  the  trade  of  1916,  it  is  feared  by  many  x>erson8, 
may  be  affected  to  some  degree  by  the  increased  shipment  of  lower 
grade  goods  in  the  season  just  elided.  The  newspaper  continues: 

It  Ih.  Indeed,  n  reimmnhle  fenr  In  view  of  the  greater  um  Into  whldi  machines 
have  been  br<>u;;ht  ilurlng  the  year  Just  conclucleil.  In  Shlilzuoka  this  mnlnous 
tendem-y  nnionR  prmUu-ers  hit.s  brought  nbuut  a  scramble  for  raw  leaves,  and  la 
conspquente  a  Rrtmt  advance  by  30  per  cent  In  the  price  of  raw  leaves^ 

With  nn  eye  to  tnklns  the  chance  thus  offered,  tea  Rrowera  have  purposely 
postimnwl  the  pickiUK  of  leaves,  and  only  when  the  leuves  grow  bigger  nnd 
toiifrher  was  nil  the  picking  done.  Growers  may  have  thus  made  a  greater 
gain,  but  the  quality  of  mnnufacturea  lias  inevitably  deteriorated. 

Amout;  all  sen.sible  pernons  concerned.  acconllnRly.  Uie  opinion  Is  obtaining 
that,  unless  the  relapiw  Into  the  old  depression  is  desired,  this  bad  practice  must 
be  discontinued  at  once. 

[An  article  on  the  prosperity  of  the  Japanese  tea  trade  was  pub- 
lished in  CoHHERCE  Beports  for  Jan.  15, 1916.] 


PSOOBESS  OH  UGHTHOirSE  BITKEAir  CONSTBITCTIOIV  WOSE. 

The  monthly  report  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Lighthouses 
indicates  the  progress  that  has  been  made  on  new  construction  work 
up  to  the  1st  of  March.  The  five  points  at  which  these  operations 
are  being  conducted  are  widely  separated.  The  stage  of  construc- 
tion reached  in  each  instance  is  as  follows:  Staten  Island  Lighthouse 
Depot — carpenter  shop  completed  to  top  of  columns  for  third  floor; 
Chnrleston  Lighthouse  Depot — all  piles  delivered  for  wharf,  90  per 
cent  driven,  and  framing  begun,  whde  on  the  bulkhead  nil  main  piles 
are  driven,  30  per  cent  of  sheet  piles  driven,  and  work  Commences  on 
the  removal  of  obsolete  structures;  Gah'eston  Jetty  Light  Station, 
Tex. — materials  on  hand  to  rebuild  construction  wharf  and  repair 
damage  to  structtire  caused  by  hurricane;  Atchafalava  Entrance 
Channel  Lights,  La. — foundations  driven  for  two  9-pile  and  two 
^Tpile  light  structures,  carbide  house  completed,  and  walks  nearly 
<;bmpleted ;  Lorain  Harbor,  Ohio,  aid^ — ^plans  and  speciiications  tot 

etal  work  approved.  ■ 
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BBAZn  LTTfTJ.Y  TO  COHSIBEB  KABOBOTE-BASS  TEADE. 

[Consul  Oenml  Alfred  L.  M.  Gottgrhalk,  Olo      Janeiro,  Feb.  4.] 

The  percentage  of  tnnniferous  extract  usually  obtainable  from  the 
Brazilian  mangrove  seems  to  be  about  36  per  cent  from  the  wood  and 
24  per  cent  or  less  from  the  leaves.  No  apparent  use  seems  to  be 
made  of  this  important  natural  resource  here.  The  chief  difficulty 
appears  to  be  a  legal  one.  Many  of  the  municipalities  of  Brazil  have 
the  fear  that  if  promiscuous  cutting  of  mangrove  swamps  were  per- 
mitted the  sea  would  make  inroads  upon  the  denuded  coastal 
regions  and,  besides,  that  dangers  of  fever  would  be  present  after 
the  deforestation. 

Another  very  great,  but  perhaps  not  insuperable,  difficulty  lies  in 
the  fact  that  by  law  a  broad  strip  of  the  Brazilian  shore,  throughout 
the  coast,  is  reserved  to  the  Government,  as  a  "  maritime  zone  for 
purposes  of  national  defense,  and  that  this  would  include  practi- 
cally the  entire  habitat  of  the  Brazilian  mangrove.  It  would  prob- 
ably be  possible,  however,  to  obtain  concession  from  the  Brazilian 
Government  to  work  certain  defined  coastal  sections. 

Several  persons  who  have  called  at  the  American  consulate  general 
have  stated  that  they  would  be  willing  to  furnish  mangrove  bark, 
both  leaf  and  wood.  The  latter  is  valuable  for  use  as  construction 
material,  especially  piles  and  railroad  ties,  and  has,  as  such,  already 
attracted  attention  in  France. 

[Names  of  persona  In  R!o  tie  Janeiro  who  have  expressed  a  wlllInRness  to 
interest  themselves  Id  the  mangrove-bark  supply  may  be  obtained  tcom  the 
Bureau  of  Fmreign  and  Domestic  Gomraerce  or  Its  district  offices,  Refer  to  ffic 
No.  78333.] 

[Vice  Consul  Robert  L.  Kelser,  SSo  Pnulo,  Brnsll,  Jan.  31.] 

SSo  Panlo  Gets  Supply  from  Baenos  Aires. 

Mangrove  bark  is  not  exported  from  the  Sao  Paulo  district,  al- 
though the  mangrove  tree  is  found  in  various  sections.  The  bark 
consumed  in  the  local  tanneries  is  secured  in  the  market  of  Buenos 
Aires. 

[['revlous  reports  on  the  supply  of  mangrove  bark  In  South  America  were 
piAllshed  lu  GouuEBCB  Repobts  for  Feb.  12  and  16, 1910.] 


EHFLOYEES  OF  UOHTEOTTSE  SERVICE  GOHUEirSED. 

Secretary  of  Commerce  Redfield  has  commended  Arthur  A.  Bum, 
first  assistant  keeper  of  Tybee  Range  Front  and  Oyster  Beds  Range 
Lights,  S.  C.  and  Ga.,  for  the  rescue  from  drowning  of  Olan  Kersey 
and  Halsey  H.  Dingier,  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-first  Com- 
pany, and  J.  E.  Fuller,  of  the  Seventy-second  Company,  Coast  Ar- 
tillery Corps,  stationed  at  Fort  Screven,  Ga. 

Othere  who  have  been  commended  recently  for  courageous  acts  ar« : 

Thomas  J.  Armstronp:  and  Fi-e<l  Dykeinnii,  keeper  and  second  assistant 
keeper  of  MlchlKiiu  City-  East  Pierhead  Light  Station.  Ind.,  and  James  B. 
Maclclan,  assistant  keeiwr  of  Gnliiniut  IMerhead  Light  Station,  III.,  for  the 
service  rendered  in  assisting  to  release  the  tug  Baffle  from  the  Ice  at  the 
entrnnce  to  the  harbor  at  Kllchlgnn  City,  Ind. 

Thomas  J.  Armstrong,  keei>ev  of  Miclitgnn  City  East  Plerlwad  Llgtit  Station. 
Ind.,  for  the  rescue  of  two  men  who  were  In  danner  of  drowning  In  the  vicinity 
of  Michigan  City  East  LMerhead  Ll^lit  Stntion,  Ind. 

William  0.  Hollliison.  keeper  of  Hntteras  Inlet  Liglit  Station,  N.  O.,  for  as- 
sistance renderetl  tlie  steamer  if.  O.  Walcatcin,  which  was  ashore  on  Hatteraa 
Reefs.  N.  C,  resulting  la  saving  tlie  vessel  with  Hm  pas.<tengerH  and  cargo. 
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KEWTOTTinJIARB'S  1915  HEESXHd  FIBHEST. 

[Consular  Assistant  O.  C.  Gould.  Bsj  of  Isluds,  Feb.  T;  we  &Ia»  Cohmbbci  Rkpobts  for 

Jan.  17,  lOltt.) 

So  far  as  any  industry  is  peculiar  to  the  territory  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Bav  of  Islands  consular  agency,  that  industry  is  the 
herring  fishery.  In  this  industry  has  been  the  one  large  American 
financial  interest  of  tliis  coast.  In  recent  years  tlie  catch  of  Bay  of 
Islands  and  Bonne  Bay  has  constituted  a  very  large  proportion  of 
Newfoundland's  herring  production,  especially  of  the  herring  ex- 
ported fcr  food  purpc'Ses. 

In  any  discussion  of  the  west  const  fisheries,  the  two  bays  named 
ore  generally  paired,  and  very  properly  so^  for  rarely  is  there  heavy 
fishing  in  both  bays  at  the  same  time.  It  is  usually  light  in  one  and 
heavy  in  the  other,  and  the  relative  position  of  the  two  bays  in  this 
respect  may  reverse  several  times  during  the  pr(gress  of  a  single 
season.  However,  the  herring  production  of  the  fall  and  early  win- 
ter is  the  catch  of  one  or  the  other  or  both  of  these  bays,  and  be- 
tween them  there  has  been  an  extensive  "  fall  fishery "  for  half  a 
century  or  more,  in  which  New  England  fishing  firms,  principally  of 
Gloucester,  but  also  of  Bangor,  Bucksport,  and  Eastport,  have  oeea 
dominant  factors. 

Keturns  ai  Bevealed  by  Coasnlar  Recorils. 

The  Newfoundland  fiscal  year  is  better  suited  for  a  statement  of 
the  herring  catch  than  a  calendar-year  compilation  from  the  declared- 
export  letuins  of  this  office,  because  the  herring  fishery  of  each  year 
holds  over  into  the  succeetling  January.  February  and  Mart^*  see 
practically  no  herring  fishing  and  are  a  logical  division  between  the 
industrial  years.  Usually  navigation  closes  because  of  gulf  ice  about 
Jiinuiiry  10  tind  not  later  thnn  January  15,  at  which  time  nets  are 
taken  up;  ordinarily,  by  (he  close  of  January  the  entire  catch  is  in- 
voiced and  sliipped.  In  this  respect  the  1915  season  was  late,  for 
gulf  ice  had  not  blocked  Bay  of  Islands  and  Bonnie  Bay  on  February 
1,  IDlfi.  Though  all  the  American  schooners  had  then  departed,  some 
nets  were  still  set,  catching  for  the  Scotch  packers. 

Based  on  this  division  of  the  year^he  month  of  January,  1916, 
being  substituted  for  the  firet  quarter  of  1915 — and  certain  estimated 
data  being  added,  the  total  Bay  of  Islands  and  Bonne  Bay  produc- 
tion of  herring  f<T  food  purposes  for  the  American  market  during 
the  season  just  ended  was: 


Period. 

Barreled. 

Bulk. 

DomesUo 
cured. 

cured. 

Salted. 

FnitB. 

Dectarod  export!)  ditrfrz— 

Potmdn. 
l,ie4,e.'» 
293. K)> 

mi.3'0 
m.ooa 

426,200 

Pminii. 

198.  HU 
7,700 

967,  at) 
1,449,615 

Poonda. 

Pwndt. 

Mont'  «I  J;immry.  mill  

Pro<tiicl-s  ol  I!  e  An  cr,taii  ftl  eiy  es:  si  <,wn  by  sUite- 
u. eats  o(  ca tell  or  December,  1M5,  and  January,  luio... 

Total  production  of  l  erriiif;  as  uhowB  by  olllcial 

4,739.200 
680,600 

3,497,400 

181,400 
1,891,600 

£38,000 

2,952,530 
600.000 

3,SZ3,0(U 
3,000,000 

8,917,400 
1,000,000 

3,900.900 

Nio.an 

Estlircted  balance  ol  exports  to  United  Stales  not  con- 

Estltnatod  total  production  of  herrlnf;  tor  lood 

3,SI2,S3D 

tt4.a» 

G,A33.06S 
e47,Wl 

9.917,400 
U3«,707 

8.400,000 
ICS.  619 
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At  the  d«te  of  writing  not  all  of  the  herring  caught  during  the 
1915  season  hnd  been  invoiced  or  shipped.  Furthermore,  very  little 
of  the  Bonne  Buy  pack  of  Scotch  herring  is  consulated  at  the  Bay  of 
Islands  agency,  most  of  it  bein^  handled  by  St.  John^s  and  Hnhfax 
firms — one  shipper  alone  having  exported  upward  of  a  million 

Sounds  of  Scotch-cured  herring  tor  which  no  declaration  was  made 
ere.  Under  these  circumstances  it  seemed  desirable  to  estimate  and 
to  include  this  balance  in  the  foregoing  table. 
Seoteh  Cnrlsff  the  OntstandlBg  Feature. 

The  outstanding  feature  of  the  local  herring  fishery  now  is  the 
Scotch  method  of  cure.  One-fonrth  of  the  catch  in  Bonne  Bay  and 
Bay  of  Islands  appears  to  have  been  cured  by  this  metho<i,  as  opposed 
to  16  per  cent  domestic  cured;  and  the  Scotch-cured  article  con- 
tributed 45  per  cent  of  the  total  value  of  the  catch  compared  with 
15  per  cent  contributed  by  the  domestic  cured.  If  Newfoundlands 
use  of  the  Scotch  method  produces  an  article  thoroughly  »ct«ptnble 
to  the  American  market,  the  relative  positions  of  the  Scotch  and  the 
domestic  cure  will  become  even  more  favorable  to  the  former. 

During  the  past  year  the  Scotch  packers  could  not  have  used  a 
gi'eat  deal  more  herring  than  they  did,  and  this  fact,  combined  witli 
some  unceitainty  as  to  the  price  in  the  United  States,  did  not  war- 
rant their  cutting  actively  into  the  field  of  the  New  Enghmd  firms. 
The  New  England  firms  obtained  their  normal  amount  of  herring, 
out  at  a  considerable  increase  in  price,  and  they  may  not  fare  so  well 
another  year.  If  the  Newfoundland  Scotch  packers  have  the  assur- 
ance of  an  American  market  even  at  prices  somewhat  lower  than  the 
top  prices  of  the  past  season,  they  might  be  able  to  bid  the  American 
vessels  out  of  much  of  their  herring  and  many  of  their  fishermen. 
Such  a  situation  presupposes  an  equal  number  of  fishermen;  the 
excellent  i-eturns  secui-ed  by  the  fisliermen  this  season  are  likely  to 
attract  many  othei-s  to  the  work  in  1916, 
Drag  ITets  Ka;  be  Bequlred  Before  long. 

Some  entertain  doubts  of  the  continuance  of  the  bay  fishery  for 
nerring.  Owing  perhaps  to  the  mild  weather,  herring  struck  into 
these  bays  later  than  usual  during  the  1915  season:  and  had  not  mild 
weather  permitted  the  fishing  to  continue  through  January  (1916) 
instead  of  stopping  about  the  10th  of  the  month,  as  usual,  the  catch 
would  have  fallen  helow  normal.  In  fact,  although  there  was  heavy 
fishing  in  Bonne  Bay  in  December  it  was  only  toward  the  end  of 
January  that  heavy  fishing  was  had  in  Bay  of  Islands,  the  herring 
in  this  bay  being  previous!^  scattered  in  tlie  outer  reaches  instead  of 
in  the  narrow  arms. 

During  several  of  the  recent  seasons  there  is  said  to  have  been 
greater  uncertainty  than  formerly  regarding  the  movements  of  the 
fish.  Now,  the  herring  are  in  and  out,  erratic  in  their  movements, 
keeping  the  fishermen  at  their  wits'  end  to  judge  where  they  would 
fare  best.  One  explanation  advanced  is  the  increased  number  of 
motor  boats  used:  another  is  the  alleged  pollution  of  certain  waters 
by  sunken  nets  filled  with  drowned  herring.  Others  find  the  cause 
in  peculiar  combination  of  wind,  tides,  and  weather;  but  to  whatever 
cause  attributed,  some  experienced  men  are  inclined  to  think  that  it 
will  be  necessary,  in  order  to  secure  a  plentiful  supply  of  herring, 
to  use  drag  nets  in  the  Gulf  and  Straite  of  Belle  Isle  before  many 
years. 
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GATALOGITES  WAinim  FOB  EAST  A^ECA  COXSUL&TE. 

[CoDHul  Perrj*  C.  Hays,  Mombasa,  Jon.  0.] 

The  American  consulate  at  Mombasa  desires  to  receive  from 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  catalogues  for  its  commercial 
library  and  reading  room.  Among  the  subjecte  desired  are:  Aerated- 
water  machinery  and  supplies,  agricultural  implements,  aluminum 
ware,  bicycles  and  parts,  boots  and  shoes,  cement,  chinaware,  cigars 
and  cigarettes,  cIocks,  watches,  and  optical  goods,  coffee  mills  and 
roasters,  copra-drying  machinery,  corrugated-iron  sheets,  cotton- 

f inning  machinery,  cotton  yam,  druggist's  supplies,  enamelware, 
our,  hardware  of  the  cheaper  grades,  glassware,  iron  bedsteads, 
iron  and  steel  wire,  imitation  jewelry,  lamps  and  lanterns,  laundry 
and  toilet  soap  of  the  cheaper  grades,  leather  goods,  motor  cars  and 
accessories,  oil  stoves,  phonographs  of  cheaper  grades,  rubber  goodSt 
reed  furniture,  sewing  madiines,  rauall  iron  safes,  and  spottmg 
goods. 

Price  and  Discount  Statement  Desired. 

In  sending  catalogues  or  other  printed  matter,  an  accompanying 
price  and  discount  statement  must  oe  considered  as  absolutely  essen- 
tial. If  the  American  exporter  who  sends  a  catalogue  to  a  local  firm 
independently  of  consular  initiative  would  send  a  copy  of  the  same 
publication  for  a  given  year  to  this  office,  it  would  greatly  assist  his 
purpose.  If  the  publishers  of  trade  journals  could  find  it  consistent 
with  their  policy  of  distribution  to  send  even  occasional  copies  of 
their  publications  to  the  consulate  for  its  commercial  library  and 
reading  room,  it  would  be  helpful  in  creating  a  lasting  interest  in 
American  goods.  Frequently  the  leading  fadian  importers  and 
merchants  call  at  the  consulate  to  consult  wese  publications! 

BESITLTS  OF  CENSITS  OF  BICE  UHUHO  CIIVEIT. 

In  a  studj'  of  the  industn'  of  cleaning  and  polishing  rice,  the 
United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census  finds  that  the  quantity  of  rough 
rice  treated  was  1,036,587,825  pounds  in  1914,  compared  with  974,- 
747,475  pounds  in  1909,  while  in  1904  there  were  999,727,650  pounds, 
and  398,602,018  in  1899. 

Reports  were  received  from  59  mills  engaged  primarily  in  the 
milling  of  rough  riee,  the  majority  of  which  reported  for  the  season 
of  1913-14.  This  number  compares  with  71  mills  in  1909,  74  in  1904, 
and  80  in  1899.  Practically  all  of  the  mills  are  located  in  the  rice- 
growing  districts,  except  those  in  the  Pacific  coast  cities,  which  treat 
foreign  rice  almost  exclusiiely.  Of  the  59  mills  r^orted  in  1914,  24 
were  located  in  I^uisiana,  16  in  Texas,  9  in  Wasliington,  5  in 
Arkansas,  2  in  California,  and  1  each  in  Oregon,  South  Cnrolina, 
and  Tennessee. 

The  nmoimt  of  clean  rice  obtained  was  674,872,108  pounds  in  1914, 
which  compares  with  626.089,489  pounds  in  1909,  623,900,245  pounds 
in  1904,  and  243,031,200  pounds  in  1899.  In  1914  the  clean  nee  ob- 
tained represented  65.1  per  cent,  by  weight,  of  the  rough  rice  milled. 
This  compares  with  64.2  per  cent  m  1909,  62.4  per  cent  in  1904,  and 
61  per  cent  in  1809.  thus  showing  a  continuous  increase.  The  wei^t 
of  polish  produced  formed  8  per  cent  of  the  weight  of  rough  nee 
treated  in  both  1911  and  1909,  and  that  of  bran  9.6  per  cent  and  9,4 
per  cent  at  tlie  i-es|»ectivp Cen.su.ses. 
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FZB8T  FBiriT  EXF08ITI0V  IK  VSLAZXL. 

[Con«!Ul  Gcnenil  AlfrH  L.  M.  Gott<ichntk,  Rfo  de  Janeiro,  Feb.  8.] 

Rio  de  Janeiro's  first  fruit  exposition  was  opened  on  January  30 
and  closed  on  P'ebruary  7.  It  was  the  result  of  the  combined  work 
of  the  director  of  the  Commercial  Museum  in  this  city,  who  has 
been  the  chief  promoter,  and  the  officers  of  several  agricultural 
societies. 

The  exposition  was  held  at  the  Pra^a  da  Eepublica  (Campo  de 
Santa  Anna)  in  the  heart  of  the  city  of  Rio  de  Janeiro.  Its  chief 
object  was  to  initiate  an  effort  toward  bringing  the  producer  closer  to 
the  consumer  and  thus  cut  down  the  abnormally  high  price  of  fruits 
here,  as  well  as  to  extend  the  trade  in  native  products. 

The  exhibits  were  all  of  Brazilian  native  fruits,  with  one  excep- 
tion— that  of  the  local  representatives  of  a  California  raisin  firm, 
which  made  an  excellent  snowing  with  California  dried  and  canned 
fruits  that  attracted  much  attention.  This  exhibit  was  conducted 
on  lines  similar  to  those  in  American  cities,  where  samples  are  dis- 
tributed to  the  public. 

Some  Products  Frevloiisly  Boaglit  from  United  States. 

Among  the  Brazilian  fruits  were  mangoes,  grapes,  figs,  dates, 
"mamiio  (papaya),  "caju  "  (cashew),  lemons,  sapoti  (sapodilla), 
bananas,  guava,  "jaca"  (durrian),  and  peaches,  apples,  and  pears 
from  Southern  Brazil.  Most  of  these  are  common  here,  but  the 
exhibits  of  such  fruits  as  peaches,  grapes,  apples,  and  pears  are  in- 
dicative of  real  interest  among  the  Southern  Brazilian  States  in  the 
cultivation  of  products  for  which  Brazil  has  been  dependent  upon 
the  United  States  in  the  past,  and  still  is  at  present. 
'  Several  local  factories  had  interesting  exhibits  of  canned  fruits, 
jellies,  marmalades,  and  fruit  wines, 

A  special  "United  States  Day"  was  one  of  the  features  of  the 
exposition,  for  which  invitations  were  distributed  among  all  the 
prominent  Americans.  Their  attendance  marked  a  successful  day. 

The  plans  of  the  promoters  are  to  hold  a  similar  exposition  at  least 
twice  a  year,  and  to  follow  the  same  program — that  of  permitting 
the  exhibitors  to  sell  their  products  to  the  public,  the  management  re- 
taining  a  small  percentage  for  expenses,  and  the  exhibitors  paying 
no  rent  for  space,  except  for  foreign  fruits,  in  which  case  it  is  only 
nominal 

GOVERNUENT  FUBUGATIONS  FOB  SALE, 

Among  the  publications  received  in  stock  by  the  Superintendent 
of  Documents  at  Washington  during  the  week  ended  March  4  were 
the  following: 

Preparation  of  Pure  Iron  and  Tron-Carbon  Allopx,  Standnrda  Biireau  scientific 
paper  266. — Technical  work  on  the  Kubject,  covering  mnltlnR  electrolytic  in»n, 
meltlns  the  electrolytic  iron,  crucibles,  etc.,  wltli  a  uuraber  of  detailed  drawings; 
Price,  paper,  10  cents. 

Protectum  of  Life  and  Propertv  Against  Lightning,  Standards  Bnrenu  techno- 
lOKlc  paper  56. — Comprehensive  worh  on  the  subject,  coverlnj?  protection  asatrmt 
lljchtnlnjr.  efficiency  of  IljchttiinK  rtMtH.  chnnictpristics  of  llilitnlnff  flnnheSt  (IniU' 
ages,  constnicttoa  of  Uj^tnlng  rods,  arraugementt  couuevtlons^  etc.  PrloBk 
|np^^  35  cents;  ' 
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CANADIAN  BEFOBT  ON  COST  OF  UVTHG. 

[Consul  Felix  S.  S.  Jobnson,  Kingstoa.  Feb.  10.1 

The  Royal  Commission  appointed  on  December  20,  1913,  to  in- 
vestigate the  increase  in  the  cost  of  living  in  Canada  and  its  causes 
made  its  report  on  February  16,  1916.  Nine  causes  are  assigned. 
In  the  main,  tlie  commission  finds  that  the  increase  in  the  cost  of 
living  during  the  past  15  years,  which  has  been  practically  50  per 
cent,  is  due  to  these  causes :  Increase  in  the  gold  supply,  which  re- 
duces the  purchasing  power  of  money;  manifold  forms  of  extrava- 
gance and  wastage,  public  and  private,  individual  and  social;  re- 
stricted supply  following  upon  disproportionate  urban  develop- 
ment, as  compared  with  rural  development;  uneconomic  methods 
of  distribution  and  marketing  of  products;  higher  standards  of 
living  by  both  rich  and  poor;  inefficient  service  and  lack  of  voca- 
tional training;  "to  the  gospel  of  ease,  which  has  permeated  the 
national  life  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race";  to  uneconomical  household 
expenditures;  and  to  the  effect  of  mergers,  trusts,  and  combines. 

Remedies  Stiggested  by  the  Commission. 

Among  the  remedies  suggested  are  the  encouragement  of  land 
settlement;  greater  attention  to  mixed  farming;  increased  produc- 
tion, with  the  standardization  and  improvement  in  the  quantity  of 
farm  products,  together  with  cooperation  in  their  distribution;  the 
extension  of  the  parcel-post  system,  and  the  making  of  good  roads; 
cheaper  and  more  accessible  working  capital,  especially  for  the 
farmers  of  the  West ;  a  comprehensive  system  of  vocational  training 
to  promote  greater  efficiency  of  service  in  all  lines;  and  a  better 
understanding  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  production,  market- 
ing, and  purchase. 

The  report  deals  only  with  the  situation  up  to  the  time  of  the 
outbreak  of  the  war;  and  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  consider  the 
advance  in  prices  under  the  abnormal  conditions  which  have  pre- 
vailed since  then.  The  investigation  of  the  commission  covers  the 
field  of  the  Dominion;  sittings  were  held  at  every  important  center 
and  incjuiry  was  made  in  each  case  as  to  the  advance  in  commodity 
prices,  in  rents,  and  in  the  cost  of  service. 

At  the  outset  it  is  pointed  out  that  during  the  past  decade  or  so 
the  people  have  been  demanding  more  and  better  things,  that  the 
standard  of  living  has  been  raised  in  Canada,  and  that  perhaps  the 
whole  problem  should  be  considered  rather  in  the  light  of  the  "cost 
of  high  living."  As  an  instance  of  this,  it  is  pointed  out  that  during 
1912  automobiles  to  the  value  of  $12,000,000  were  imported  or  manu- 
factured, less  than  10  per  cent  of  these  being  for  industrial  use. 
lack  FropcT  Vocational  Training. 

Under  the  head  of  "  Industrial  efficiency  "  the  commissioners  point 
out  that  inefficient  service^  mainly  through  the  lack  of  a  proper 
system  of  vocational  training,  has  been  one  of  the  notable  causes 
bringing  about  the  recent  advance  in  the  price  of  commodities. 
They  ur^e  that  teaching  in  public  schools  should  be  supplemented 
by  practical  courses  in  vocational  training  in  all  lines  of  industry. 

Another  cause  for  the  increase  in  the  cost  of  living,  the  report 
states,  is  a  dearth  of .  farm  labor  at  reasonable  prices.  ^  In  this 
Dominion"  it  says,  "we  are  proportionately  working  fewer  hoots 
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than  ever  before,  and  we  have  a  greater  number  of  the  inefficient 
and  the  idle  in  our  midst." 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  report  is  devoted  to  the  subject  of 
VftSte  and  extravagance.  There  has  been  waste  in  marketing,  waste 
through  purchase  in  small  quantities,  a  tendency  to  get  flavor  or 
tenderness  instead  of  nutrition,  and  sheer  extravagance  in  the  waste 
of  cooked  foods,  etc  Poor  storage  facilities  in  the  kitchenettes  of 
modern  city  apartments,  the  tendency  to  buy  new  articles  instead  of 
repairing  the  old,  and  wrong  notions  about  food  in  regard  to  what 
is  nutritive  or  economical  are  declared  to  be  general. 

The  report  advocates  public  ownership  of  all  public  utilities  in 
cities  and  towns,  such  as  water,  gas,  electric  light,  and  street  railways. 
It  declares  that  there  is  no  good  basis  for  the  general  opinion  tliat 
the  cold-storage  companies  unduly  hold  up  prices  to  the  consnmer. 
It  is  pointed  out  that  the  stoclis  in  these  cold-storage  warehouses  are 
usually  not  nearly  so  great  as  is  generally  supposed.  In  all  the  cold- 
storage  warehouses  throughout  Canada  last  February  there  were 
barely  enough  supplies  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  city  of 
Toronto  for  six  months. 
Sect  High  Kcat  Prices  from  Xack  of  Troductioa. 

"There  is  no  doubt,"  says  the  commissioners,  "that  some  prices 
ore  appreciably  raised  at  times  through  the  operations  of  monopolies, 
industrial  combinations,  mergers,  and  trusts."  As  far  as  the  "meat 
trust"  is  concerned,  however,  it  is  declared  that  there  does  not  seem 
to  be  an;^  good  ground  for  stating  that  the  big  increase  in  the  priL^ 
of  meat  is  due  to  any  monopolistic  control  of  prices.  The  enhanced 
price  of  meats  is  ascribed  rather  to  the  lack  of  production.  The 
commissioners  recommend  a  more  equable  system  of  marketing  by 
live-stock  farmers,  preventing  overmarketing  and  undersupply  at 
different  times  of  the  year.  They  also  recommend  public  markets 
and  abattoirs,  with  cold  storage  at  each  large  center,  and  a  union 
fitockyard  at  the  railway  termmals  under  independent  management. 

Some  interesting  figures  are  given  with  regard  to  industrial  merg- 
ers between  January,  1D09,  ana  January,  1913.  During  that  period 
there  were  56  big  mergers,  absorbing  248  individual  companies,  and 
resulting  in  an  aggregate  capitalization  of  $456,938,000.  "One  ma^ 
safely  conclude,"  says  the  report,  "that  a  proportion  of  the  securi- 
ties issued  by  the  mergers  in  Canada  had  been  watered  stock." 

[Reports  from  the  Dominion  Department  of  Ijihor  on  the  cost  of  living  In 
Canada  were  publtsbed  in  Couueuce  HEa>oRTs  for  Aug.  4, 1015,  and  Feb.  2, 1016.] 

AsaEKTnrE  fiahs  for  extebhihation  of  locusts. 

Scientific  research  by  the  Argentine  Department  of  Agriculture 
has  established  the  fact  that  the  locust,  as  well  as  other  destructive 
insects,  has  a  natural  parasite  enemy.  The  department  recommends, 
in  a  rfecent  number  of  the  Boletin  Oficial,  that  the  directors  of  the 
National  Institute  of  Bacteriology  and  the  section  of  applied  zoology 
of  the  live-stock  bureau  cooperate  in  a  study  and  application  of  the 
best  means  for  the  propagation  of  the  locust's  enemv,  since  experience 
has  proved  that  this  method  of  attack  has  proved  most  effective  in 
eimiiar  cases.  The  sum  of  600,000  paper  pesos  ($212,300)  has  been 
appropriated  to  be  used  in  various  'ways  in  the  campaign  against  the 
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FBOPOSAIS  FOB  aOVEBKHEBT  SUPPLIES  ASD  CONSTEVCnOH. 

[  Correspondence  shotild  be  direct  with  the  otteea  naned.  and  ipcelfleatlMM  can  mualtr 
bp  obtained  at  the  pilots  wherv  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  the  time  limit  la  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  sabmtt  tenwn, 
they  Mhould  ask  to  be  plat^  on  the  matllniE  lints  of  such  offlces  to  recelTO  notices  caUlBS 
for  future  stipplles  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

OoMtructUm  work.  No.  3031.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Office  of 

the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  E>epartinent.  Wnahlngton.  D.  C.  nntfl 
April  7,  1916,  for  the  construction,  complete  (Including  mechanlcnl  equip- 
ment and  approaches),  of  the  United  States  post  office  at  Pails  Clt7.  Kfbr. 
Drawings  and  siiecifieatluns  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  ciistotUan 
of  the  site  at  Fulis  City,  or  to  the  Suijervlslng  Architect,  Washington. 

Locomotive,  No.  3032. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  of 
Yards  and  Docks.  Navy  Department,  WnshlnRton,  D.  C,  until  March  25, 
1916.  for  furnishing  at  the  navy  yard,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  one  S-Vton  switch- 
ing locomotive.  Siie^-lficatLons  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Ba* 
reau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Washington,  or  to  the  coounandant  of  the  nary 
yard  at  Philadelphia. 

Pamma  Canal  supplies.  No.  3033. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  General  Purchasing  Officer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington. 
D.  C  until  March  20,  1916,  for  furnishing  by  steamer,  free  of  all  charges, 
on  dock  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  Port  of  Ancoo  (Balboa,  Canal 
Zone)  (Paclflc  port).  Isthmus  of  Panama,  steel  aisles,  rivets,  bolts,  nuts, 
washers,  raalleable-lron  and  steel  castings.  manganeae«teel  pins,  steel  con- 
duit, steel  cable,  electric  cable  and  wire,  shop  machines,  electric  motors, 
transformers,  switches,  pot  heads,  potential  regulator,  electrical  attach- 
ments, voltmeters,  ammeters,  tachometei*9,  hydrometers,  terminal  boards. 
Slate  slabs,  asbestos  wooil  doors,  ebony  asbestos  wood  lumber,  oil  pumps, 
cutting  tools,  pressure  regulators,  paint  mill,  spring  hinges,  granulated 
curl:,  motorcycle  tire^,  tarpaulins,  window  glass,  pencils,  duplicating  ink, 
and  stamp  pads.    (Circular  No.  1020.) 

Uail-handling  aeviocg  etc..  No.  3034. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Office  of  the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Washington. 
D.  C,  until  Morch  23.  1916,  for  mail-handling  devices,  etc.,  in  the  United 
States  post  office  and  courthouse  at  New  Orleans,  La.  Speclflcutlons  and 
drawings  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Supervising  Architect, 
Washington. 

Fire  8V8tcm,  No.  3035. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau  of 
Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  April  8.  1916, 
for  Installing  a  high-pressure  fire  system  at  the  naval  proving  ground, 
Indianhend.  Md.  Plans  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  application 
to  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Washington. 

Lard,  No.  3036.— Sealed  proi>osals  will  be  received  at  the  General  I>epot  of  the 
(Quartermaster  Corps,  115  East  Ontario  Street,  Chicago,  III.,  for  furnlahlog 
and  delivering  20.000  imunds  of  issue  lard. 

Medical  supplies.  No,  3037. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medical 
Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  543  Greenwich  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y., 
until  March  13,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  acetone;  hydrochloric, 
molybdic,  nitric,  osratc,  phosphotungstlc,  phrogalllc,  and  sulphuric  acids; 
ammonium  alum;  ammonium  fluoride;  ammonium  hydrate;  ammonium 
oxalate:  azolltman;  Canada  balsam;  barium  chloride;  barium  liydrvxide; 
thlphenebenzol ;  bromine;  tetrachloride  carbon;  dulclte;  ethyl  acetate;  ferri 
sulphts  sticks;  ferri  et  ammonll  sulpiins;  casseroles;  dishes;  oilstones; 
scissors ;  syringes ;  test  tubes ;  tbermometera ;  and  other  medical  supplies. 

Writing  paper,  No.  3088. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medical  Sup- 
ply Depot,  United  States  Armj',  543  Greenwich  Street,  New  York.  N. 
until  March  13,  1916,  for  fiuruishlng  and  delivering  10,000  pads  of  note 
writing  paper. 

Chain,  No.  8039.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  lighthouse  Inspector, 
TompklnsvIIle,  N.  Y.,  for  fnrnlshlng  and  delivering  f,  o.  b.  cars  place  of 
manufacture,  30  fathoms  2-inch  close-link  chain  and  60  fathoms  each  of 
1}-I"cl>  11-Inch  stud-link  chain.  Further  information  may  be  obtained 
on  application  to  the  llglithotisc  Inspector,'  TompklnsvIIle. 
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CondeiMfT  tvlie»,  No.  9040. — Sealed  propomls  will  be  reeefved  by  the  Hghthotise 
lns|>ector,  Tiiiiipkli.svill«.  N.  Y.,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  to  Lighthouse 
LMKit,  Thoin|>klnKvill«>,  1.13U  seanileas  drawn  condenwr  tubes,  l-lncti  nutslile 
dianierer.  7  fm  8i  Inches  long.  No.  16  B.  W.  O.  Further  tnfomuition  may 
be  obtained  on  application  to  Uie  lighthouse  Inspector,  Tompklnsvllte. 

Steam  Invnrh  and  amnU  boatM,  No.  S041. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  b7 
the  lighthouse  inspector,  Portland,  Oreg..  for  fumishlnK  one  steam  launch 
ami  four  small  boats  for  the  lighthouse  teniler  Cedar.  Further  Information 
may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  lighthouse  Inspector  at  Portland, 
Oreg.,  or  ftt  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Dredffing,  No.  8042. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  lighthouse  in- 
spector, Tomiiklnsvllle,  N.  Y.,  until  March  30,  1910,  for  dredging  In.  and 
around  basin,  Oeneral  Lighthouse  I>epot,  Tonipklusvllla  Further  Informa- 
tloD  may  be  obtained  on  aN>liaition  to  the  ligbtbouae  Inqtector,  Tompkina- 
TlUe. 


AXEBICAK  GOHSTTLAK  omCEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSEHCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
tiie  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commerciai  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Nun«. 

Post. 

Etplra- 
tton  of 
venuA. 

Addnss. 

Bradley,  Wlllliun  Harrison.... 
LawtOD,  E.U  

HoDtrral,  k  ara  .a  

Te£ucjsalpa,aon(Iuras 

Uar.  11 
Apr.  1 
Apr.  4 

Apr.  26 

10-1  niatoD  stmt,  mnadelphla,  Pa. 
IV78  West 85th  titreet.i  lekaland,  uhfo. 
Century  >  hib,  7  VivA  43d  Street,  Nav 
York  city. 

W 

•  The  Itinerary  of  Consul  Lawton  la  anbstantially  as  followB  :  San  Pranctsco,  Uar.  4  to  6 ; 
Lav  AnitPlrs,  Uur.  6  to  to ;  Chattanooga,  Mar.  22  to  27 ;  Clnclonatl,  Uar.  29  to  Apr.  15; 
Washlnuton.  Apr.  17  to  26. 

Final  Forfloast  of  India'i  Sesame  Crop. 

An  official  memorandum,  based  upon  reports  received  from  Prov- 
inces containing  78  per  cent  of  the  total  area  under  sesame  in 
British  India,  Hyderabfld,  and  the  Native  States  in  Bombay  Presi- 
dency (including  Baroda),  and  final  as  to  all  save  Madras  and 
Hyderabad,  gives  the  total  area  of  the  1915-16  crop  as  5,185,(X)0 
acres  (against  5,434,000  acres  for  1914-13)  and  the  estimated  yield 
as  480,000  tons  (against  516,000  tons  for  the  previous  season). 

District  Offices  of  fhe  Bnrean  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

new  York,  Boom  4ra  Vsited  States  Castomhoase;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
United  States  Customhouse;  Chicago,  &04  federal  Building;  St  Louis,  402  Tlird 
National  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Building;  Hew  Orleans.  1030 
Elbemla  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  308  United  States  Customhoute;  Seattle, 
822  Alaska  Building.  Cooperatire  district  offices:  Gleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; Ciacinnati,  Chami^er  of  Commercs;  Cincinnati,  New  Orleans  &  Texas 
Pacific  By.  Co.,  Cincinnati;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board 
of  Commerce;  Fhlladetpbla,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  South  American  Agent, 
Bottthem  By.  Co.,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 


A  report  from  the  United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census  on  the  mami- 
facture  of  beet  su^ar,  published  in  Com:mp:kce  Kefohts  for  ftanuary 
21,  1916,  stated  that  the  figures  ^iven  were  in  long  tons.  The.  unit 
diould  have  been  i^ort  tons  of  2,000  pounds. 
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FOBEIOH  TRADE  OPPOBTUUITIES. 

Beaerved  nddrpsaes  mn;  be  obtAlDPd  from  the  B«r«««  and  Its  dt*trl«t  oBees.  Reqnnt 
for  each  opportunitjr  should  be  on  a  Beparate  abeet  and  the  llle  Bnabcr  ^Teo. 

Fibers  and  maeliinery.  No.  20374. — Supplementing  Foreign  Trade  Opportnnltar 
No.  17545,  thti  siiiiiples  of  fibers  subtuittetl  hy  the  Aiuericau  cuntiular  «>fnceT 
in  Honduras  mny  now  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  <^cesL 
(Refer  to  file  No.  62119.) 

Cotton  vara  and  paper  tubes.  No.  20375. — An  American  coiimilar  officer  In  Eng- 
land reports  that  a  firm  in  hla  tllstrict  desires  to  receive  quotatlims  frum 
Amerk-an  spinners  nn«l  exporters  of  pott<m  yarn  on  paper  liil»es  .of  the 
followinR  counts:  8/18s,  3/20s,  3/309,  3/409.  2/20s,  2/248.  2/26«.  2/28a, 
2/308.  2/33a,  2/36s,  and  2/40h.  The  Qrm  also  desires  to  receive  quotations 
on  paper  cop-tubes  for  cotton  yam.  Samples  of  the  cop-tubes  and  yam 
desired  may  be  examined  ut  the  Bureau  or  Ite  district  offices.  (Hefer  to 
flies  Nos.  72955  and  72806.) 

Asbestos  and  packing  materials.  No.  2037C. — A  firm  In  Spain  InfArms  an  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  that  It  desires  to  purchase  asbestos  pacUng,  millboard, 
paper,  fiber,  and  yariL  CorrespondeDce  may  be  in  English. 

Cardboard,  Na  20S77. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Denmaric  writes  tliat 
a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  purchase  1,000  tons  of  cardlmnrd  similar 
to  samples  which  may  be  esamlne<l  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  officea 
(Refer  to  file  No.  73100.)  It  Is  stated  that  the  firm  will  use  100  tons 
a  month  and  will  pay  cash  against  documents. 

Twine,  No.  20378. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Canada  reports  that  a 
firm  In  his  district  desires  to  be  places]  in  touch  with  American  manufac- 
turers and  exporters  of  two-ply,  soft  twist  twine,  250  threads  to  the  strand. 
In  300  to  400  pound  bales,  for  malving  mops.  It  Is  stated  that  the  firm 
is  In  the  market  for  1  ton  per  month,  A  sample  of  the  twine  desired 
may  be  exnniinci)  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  offices,  (liefer  to  file  No. 
73120.)    Reference  is  given. 

Machinery,  No.  20379. — A  firm  in  Portugal  Informs  an  American  consular 
officer  that  It  is  In  the  maricet  for  machinery  for  making  shoe  tacks.  Oor- 
respondeucQ  should  bo  In  Portuguese  or  Frencli.  Samples  of  the  tacks  and 
Illustrations  of  the  machinery  desired  may  be  examined  at  tbe  Bureau 
or  Its  district  offices,    (liefer  to  file  No.  73140.) 

Buttons,  No.  W380. — ^A  firm  in  t!ie  United  Kingdom  Informs  an  American  con- 
sular  officer  that  there  Is  a  growing  demand  In  his  district  among  clothing 
manufacturers  and  tailors  for  fancy  metal  buttons  for  women's  suits  and 
cloaks  and  boys'  fancy  suits.  Samples  of  tlie  buttons  desired  may  be  exam- 
ined at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.   (Ref«r  to  file  No.  73086.) 

Insurance,  No.  203S1. — A  man  in  Switzerland  writes  that  he  desires  to  commu- 
nicate with  American  insurance  companies  of  all  kinds. 

Olasstoare  and  wire.  No.  20382. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  writes  that 
a  man  In  Ecuatlor  desii-es  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  American  manufectur- 
crs  and  exporters  of  plain  glasses,  glass  flaslvs,  crystal  glasses,  and  steel  or 
galvanized  wire.   Reference  Is  given. 

Rattan,  palm  fiber,  etc..  No.  20383. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  trans- 
mits an  Inquiry  from  a  man  in  China  who  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with 
American  importers  of  rattan,  palm  fiber,  etc.,  for  making  brooms,  brushes, 
baskets,  and  rattan  ware. 

Wearing  apparel.  No,  20384. — A  commercial  agent  of  Ibe  Bureau  reports  that  aa 
Argentine  business  man  Is  now  In  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  estab- 
lishing permanent  agency  connections  for  Argentina,  Brazil,  Chile.  Uruguay, 
Paraguay,  Peru,  and  Bolivia  with  American  manufacturers  of  wearing  ap- 
liarel  for  men,  women,  and  children;  hosiery;  lultlinery  supplies;  leather 
goods ;  and  household  supplies.  It  la  stated  that  showroonis  are  maintained 
In  Buenos  Aires,  and  that  salesmen  visit  the  couutrtes  mentioned. 

^Topper  wire  and  insulating  vuiteria^.  No.  20386. — An  American  consular  officer 
In  Norway  rep*»rts  that  a  firm  In  Ills  district  desires  to  receive  quotations  on 
copper  wire  and  itmulating  ma<:i>ria>.  Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 
Beto^nce  Is  given. 
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EMBABGO  ON  HIDES  IN  SOUTH  AFBICA. 

[Cabl^ram  from  American  consul  tEencrai,  Capetown,  Mar.  4.] 

The  exportation  of  wet  or  dry  salted  hides  has  been  prohibited  ex- 
cept to  the  United  Kingdom.  The  shipment  of  sun-aried  hides  of 
light  weight  is  permitted  conditionally. 


FnrAHCZAI.  BEOBGAKIZATION  OF  MEXICO. 

The  special  representative  of  the  Government  of  the  Uniterl  States 
at  Guadalajara,  Mexico,  has  reported  to  the  Department  of  State  the 
following  text  of  a  plan  proposed  by  the  de  facto  Government  of 
Mexico  tor  the  financial  reorganization  of  that  country : 

(1)  Recognition  of  all  money  tesned  by  the  Constitutionalist  Government  or 

by  Its  orders. 

(2)  The  Government  will  concern  itself  for  the  betterment  of  the  economic 
condition  of  the  entire  people  and  not  for  Hie  protection  of  the  interests  of  large 
capltalisbm  Industries,  and  businewi  enterprises  whlcli  In  many  Instances  are  la 
direct  conflict  with  the  true  interests  of  the  Mexican  people. 

<3)  The  finances  of  the  countrj-  heretofore  controlletl  by  certain  banking 
nntl  enpttallst  groups  eliould  in  future  he  independent  of  any  institution  or 
private  interest  in  oitler  to  be  openiteil  for  the  better  public  service  of  the  Gov- 
ernment and  the  Mexican  people  In  eeneral. 

(4)  To  this  end  there  should  be  taken  as  the  fundamental  basis  of  our 
financial  reorganization  the  economic  resources  of  the  Mexican  iwople.  not  put- 
ting confidence  In  banlting.  Industrial,  or  commei-cial  instltutiouK.  The  reor> 
eanizntton  should  be  slow  but  sure  by  means  of  an  equitable  taxation  of  nil 
Invited  capital,  economy  In  expenses,  and  honesty  in  the  manogeinent  of  public 
fands,  boset)  upqn  i*esources  which  iiroperly  pertain  to  the  Mexican  Goveru- 
ment,  avoiding  as  mach  as  possible  financial  complications  with  any  Institutions 
whose  preat  power  and  influence  may  In  future  constitute  a  hindrance  to  the 
free  action  of  the  Government.  ^ 

(5)  We  should  eudenvor  to  place  a  flxed  value  upon  our  iia|)er  uiBney  and 
limit  our  cash  circulation  to  a  definite  amount  perfectly  known  to  the  public — 
tliat  is  to  say.  500  000.000  pesos,  which  Is  the  apiu-oxiuate  amount  of  the  legiti- 
mate emission  to  date,  which  la  not  considered  an  excessive  auouut  In  view  of 
the  resources  of  the  country. 

(6)  To  effect  a  substantial  basis  for  oar  exchange,  we  mast  establish  a  miut- 
mum  Milae  for  our  paper  money  .whtcb  the  Government  mast  sustaUi  by  a  fuud 
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of  ape^e  na  Ita  guaranty.  This  fund  most  be  constituted  and  preserved  with 
the  serlonsneBs  which  the  case  dnnands,  and  Bhould  be  increased  regularly  and 

constantly. 

(7)  For  the  present,  and  while  other  measures  are  being  stndled,  to  estab> 
ll»b  the  value  of  our  ciirreucy  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  use  Cor  tbe 
&jtnbll3hment  of  the  fund  of  si>ecie  the  following  resources: 

(a)  five  uiIlUoDs  of  tbe  cash  which  the  Treasury  has  In  band. 

(b)  Tbe  nncolDed  bullion  wbieh  bas  acconralated  in  the  Tresanry. 

(c)  Five  millions  of  dollars  placed  at  the  disposition  of  the  general  govem- 
meut  by  tbe  Henequen  regulating  commission  of  Yucatan. 

( d )  The  entire  taxes  from  the  rental  and  exploitation  of  national  lands  and 
forests. 

(e)  Tbe  entire  mining  taxes. 

(/)  The  interior  loans  which  tbe  Oovemmmt  may  obtain  by  offering  as  secu- 
rity those  values  in  national  property  which  the  general  beadquartera  may  deelg- 
uate  and  which  are  not  assigned  to  any  public  service.  These  values  may  be 
mortgaged  up  to  910.000.000.  The  extensive  counterfeiting  of  oar  currency  being 
another  cause  for  Its  depreciation,  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  shall  study 
and  announce  as  soon  as  possible  the  manner  in  which  the  legitimate  cnrreocy 
may  be  exchanged  for  the  new  Issue  as  soon  as  it  la  ready  for  drculatlon. 


tTHXAsinEss  IV  SWISS  WATCH  nmirsT&T. 

tCoBSBl  Walter  H.  Sdnda.  Bona,  SWk.  11.] 

Swiss  watchcase  manufacturers  are  disturbed  by  the  industrial 
movement  in  EniE^Iand  which  has  to  do  with  the  manufacture  of 
watchcases.  LfOcal  manufacturers  apprehend  that  the  33^  per  cent 
ad  valorem  duty  now  levied  on  watchcase  imports  by  great  Britain 
is  to  start  an  industry  of  their  own,  and  that  in  the  future  Switzer- 
land must  count  on  having  another  rival  in  this  industry.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  advanta^  of  a  high  tariff,  the  British  industry,  it  is 
claimed,  is  introducing  the  latest  American  machinery  and  also  has 
managed  to  obtain  skilled  Swiss  labor  for  its  plants. 

The  most  serious  rivals  of  the  Swiss  in  this  branch  of  the  watch* 
making  industry  have  been  the  United  States,  in  gold-filled  cases, 
and  Japan,  in  gold  cases.  In  late  years  Germany  showed  great 
iictivity  in  both  gold  and  plated  wares,  not  only  as  a  manufacturer 
but  also  as  a  middleman  for  the  American  product. 

Despite  the  disturbed  condition  of  the  market,  it  is  interef^ting  to 
observe  that  the  Swiss  output  of  gold  and  silver  watches  in  Janu- 
aryj  1916,  showed  a  decided  improvement  over  the  corresponding 
]ieriod  in  1915.  Last  year  the  output  was  7,373  gold  and  71,613 
silver  watches,  whereas  this  year  Si9,681  gold  and  195,860  silver 
watches  passed  through  the  Swiss  assay  office. 


WATTLE-EXTRACT  FACTOST  IH  EAST  AFBXCA 

Owing  to  the  outbreak  of  war,  plans  for  the  erection  of  a  factory 
for  the  production  of  wattle  extract  at  Naivasha,  East  Africa  Pro- 
tectorate, have  fallen  through,  though  planters  in  that  region  have 
not  lost  interest  in  the  scheme.  There  are  some  7,500  acres  under 
wattle  in  the  Protectorate,  states  the  Board  of  Trade  JoumaLbuthifrti 
ocean  freights  render  unprofitable  the  exportation  of  the  foa^. 
Accordingly  the  plantei^  are  awaiting  with  much  interest  tiie  resuJt$ 
of  experiments  now  being  conducted  in  Natal  in  connection  with 
he  extraction  of  tannin  from  the  bark. 
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EXAiriNATIOH  FOB  CLEBK  TO  COHHEBGIAL  ATTACH^. 

The  United  States  Civil  Service  Commission  announces  an  open 
competitive  examination  for  clerk  to  commercial  attach^,  for  men 
only,  to  be  given  on  April  5,  191ft,  at  various  places  in  the  United 
States,  and  in  Hawaii  and  Porto  Rico.  From  the  register  of  eligibles 
obtained  from  this  examination,  certification  will  be  made  to  fill 
vacancies  that  may  occur  in  this  position  in  the  offices  of  commercial 
attaches  in  various  foreign  countries,  and  in  positions  requiring 
mmilar  qualifications  in  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce at  Washington.  A  salary  of  $1,500  is  paid  to  the  clerk  to  a 
commercial  attache  in  a  foreign  country. 

Applicants  must  have  readied  their  twenty-first,  but  not  their 
foi-ty-fifth,  birthday  on  the  date  of  the  exnmination.  They  will  be 
examined  in  typewriting,  report  writing,  arithmetic,  copying  and 
correcting  manuscript,  general  commercial  geography,  and  transla- 
tion from  one  or  more  of  the  following  languages  into  English: 
Dano-Norwegian,  Dutcli,  Frencli,  German,  Italian,  Portuguese,  Rus- 
sian, Spanish,  and  Swedish.  Those  who  so  desire  will  also  be  ex- 
amined in  the  optional  subject  of  stenography,  and  competitors 
passing  this  test  in  addition  to  the  required  subjects  will  be  f^ven 
prefei'ence  in  appointment.  A  separate  register  will  be  made  of 
elifflbles  qualified  in  each  of  the  languages. 

Persons  who  meet  the  requirements  and  desire  this  examination 
should  at  once  apply  for  Forms  1424  and  1312^  stating  the  title  of 
the  examination  desired,  to  the  United  States  Civil  Service  Commis- 
sion, Washington,  D.  C. 

NEW  COMPANY  BECIISTBATIONS  IN  OBEAT  BBITAIN. 

The  following  return  of  the  number  and  nominal  capitalization  of 
the  companies  registered  in  the  United  Kingdom  during  1914  and 
1915  appeared  in  the  February  I7th  issue  of  the  British  (Govern- 
ment) Board  of  Trade  Journal: 
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SUSPENSION  OF  SPANISH  STEAMSHIP  UNE. 

rcommprclal  .^ltnrh«  C.  W.  A.  Veditz.  Mndrtd,  Feb.  11.] 

The  Pinillos  Steamship  ("o.  has  just  announced  the  siisiiension 
of  its  mail  steamship  service  between  Spain  and  America,  on  account 
of  the  abolition  of  the  Government  navigation  subsidies.  The  com- 
pany operated  mail  steamers  twice  a  month  to  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico, 
and  once  a  month  to  South  America.  o^g,,,,,  ,,Google 
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CHILEAir  STATISTICAL  VOTES. 

[Consul  Oenenil  Z<.  J.  EeoiB,  TalpantM),  Fab.  2.] 
.^frieitltiiral  Setnms. 

Figures  appearing  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  Santiago  Diario  Hua- 
trado  give  the  1915  wheat  crop  of  Chile  as  617,155  metric  tons  (metric 
ton=2^04.6  pounds),  of  barley  81,644  tons,  potatoes  258,049,  com 
46^82,  beans  51,067,  and  of  oats  103,123  tons.  On  the  basis  of  the 
production  in  the  past  eight  years  the  journal  estimates  a  general 
increase  during  1916  of  5  per  cent  in  the  yield  of  wheat,  one  ox  7  per 
cent  in  the  barley  harvest,  8  per  cent  in  potatoes,  9  per  cent  in  com, 
9'.5  per  cent  in  beans,  and  90  per  cent  in  the  production  of  oats.' 
There  was  a  60  per  cent  increase  in  the  oats  harvest  of  1915  as  com- 
pared with  that  of  1914. 

Yaiyliisr  Valves  of  Keal  Estate. 

Basing  its  calculations  on  information  obtained  from  real  estate 
dealers,  the  same  article  further  states  that  the  valura  of  Santiago 
city  property  and  general  farm  lands  have  varied  in  the  past  eight 
years  as  follows : 
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The  downward  tendency  continued  in  1915. 
Iterettnet  and  Taxes. 

:  In  an  analysis  of  the  revenue  and  tax  statistics  of  Chile  during 

tho  13  years  from  1902  to  1914  the  Diario  Ilustrado  states  that  export 
taxes  in  that  period  amounted  to  $316,340,242  United  States  currency, 
and  import  taxes,  duties,  dues,  etc.,  to  $206,179,671.  The  revenue 
from  stamps,  stamped  paper,  tobacco,  and  alcohol  in  the  same  period 
was  $17,459,731,  and  the  property  tax  returns  from  all  the  munid- 
palities  in  Chile  for  those  13  years  totaled  $19,320,233. 

From  the  above  returns  the  writer  of  the  article  eliminates  the 
sum  received  from  export  taxes  on  the  ground  that  these  are  con- 
tributions directly  paid  by  the  foreign  purchaser.  The  total  of  the 
other  three  classes  of  revenue  is  $242,959,635  United  States  currency, 
of  which  7  per  cent  was  received  from  stamp,  tobacco,  and  alcohol 
taxes,  8  per  cent  from  property  taxes,  and  85  per  cent  from  custom- 
house charges.  In  other  words,  92  per  cent  of  the  taxes  other  than 
export  duties  are  paid  by  the  consumer,  8  per  cent  by  property 
owners. 

C0STOUS  BEVENTTE  OF  PEBTT. 

[Consul  General  Wllllnm  11.  Hnndley.  Callao-LIma.  Feb.  12.J 

According  to  a  statement  recently  issued  by  the  national  customs 
authorities  at  the  port  of  Callao,  Peru,  the  customs  revenue  of 
the  eight  maritime  customhouses  of  the  Bepublic  during  January, 
1916,  was  $321,227,  against  $295,057  for  the  same  month  in  1915. 
Of  the  toUl,  $226,584  against  $220,756  for  January,  1916,  repx«- 
ent  the  revenues  at  the  port  of  Callao.  r^^^^l^ 
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PROaSESS  07  GQOP£BATIT£  HOVEUENTS  DT  SCOTIAHS. 


Notwithstanding  the  present  war,  marked  progress  has  been  made 
by  tlie  various  wholesale  and  retail  cooperative  societies  in  the  east  of 
Scotland  during  the  past  year,  and  according  to  tlie  annual  report 
recently  issued  by  the  Scottish  Cooperative  Conference  Association 
a  considerable  increase  in  tlie  sales  in  all  branches  of  the  coopeiative 
store  trade  has  been  noted.  The  total  sales  of  the  Scottish  Coopera- 
tive Wholesale  Society  (Ltd.)  for  1915  amounted  to  $o6,812,450, 
an  increase  of  $9,720,G'20  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The 
conference  reports  an  increased  membership  of  2,^7  as  compared 
with  1914. 

The  Dunfermline  Cooperative  Society  (Ltd.)  rei)oit  an  increase  in 
total  sales  of  $209,330  as  compared  with  1914.  A  dividend  of  81 
cents  in  the  pound  ($4.8G)  was  paid  in  1015,  and  according  to  the 
secretary  of  the  socictv  this  sum  is  considered  above  the  average, 
owing  to  the  trade  conditions  at  present  in  this  district.  There  have 
been  360  new  members  enrolled,  while  142  have  withdrawn.  leuvinji; 
an  increase  of  218.  The  total  membership  of  the  society  is  9,568.  A 
large  preponderance  of  the  membership  is  composed  of  working- 
class  people. 


A  decision  recently  handed  down  by  a  Canadian  court  will  be  of 
interest  to  cannera  in  the  United  States,  particularly  those  making 
contracts  with  Canadian  firms.  The  case  related  to  the  price  of 
canned  tomatoes,  and  the  point  involved  was  whether  the  phrase 
"Dominion  Canners'  opening  price"  was  synonymous  with  the  term 
"  lowest  price."  Testimony  was  introduced  to  show  tliat  trade  usage 
gave  to  "  opening  prices  "  the  force  of  "  lowest  prices,"  but  the  cowrl 
held  that  they  were  not  synonymous  expressions,  finding  instead  that 
the  term  as  used  in  the  contract  sued  upon  meant  "  the  first  prices 
issued  by  the  Dominion  Canners  (Ltd.)  in  October,  1913";  and  the 
court  further  declared :  "Assuming,  but  not  deciding,  that  there  is  ii 
usage  amongst  wholesale  dealers  such  as  is  claimed  by  the  defendants, 
I  find  that  such  usage  is  not  binding  upon  the  plaintifi's." 


Among  the  recent  patents  filed  in  England  is  the  process  for  re- 
moving the  solder,  tin,  and  chemicals  from  scrap  and  galvanized 
articles  and  for  utilizing  the  base  metals.  The  inventor  is  a  Sontli 
Wales  tin-plate  worker,  who  has  already  secured  contracts  from 
several  municipalities  for  treating  down  refuse  such  as  tin  cans,  con- 
tainers, and  similar  metallic  waste  products. 

Formerly  large  quantities  of  old  tins  were  taken  by  continental 
dealers  practically  at  the  cost  of  carriage  to  be  utilized  in  manufac- 
turing cheap  articles  such  as  toy  soldiers,  novelties,  mechanical  toj^s, 
ond  a  large  assortment  of  nondescript  articles  usually  found  in 
penny  bazaars,  etc.  The  usual  processes  in  manufacturing  such 
goods  only  necessitated  a  simple  cutting  or  stamping  and  a  light 
coating  of  enamel  or  paint.  ^  . 


[Ccnsu!  H.  I>.  Van  Sant.  Dunfermline,  Feb.  2l.] 


CANADIAN  CANNEBS'-CONTEACT  DECISION. 

(CoDSUl  Felix  8.  S.  Johnson.  KlngBton,  Oatnrlo,  Feb.  28.J 


XNT£JniON  FOS  REUOVINO  SOIDEB  AND  TIN. 


[Vice  CoDsnl  nnmUtcn  C.  Clnllxirne,  Swnnscn.  Wales,  Feb.  14.] 
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ELECTRIC  SU£LTIRO  OFEBATIOKS  IS  HEWFOmSVLUn). 

[Cotunil  Jktnes  8.  Benedict.  St.  Jobna,  Feb.  28.] 

An  electric  smelter  was  recently  installed  at  St.  Johns,  and  at  the 
initial  test  it  is  reported  that  the  plant  worked  admirably  and  a  high 
grade  of  copper  was  produced,  tne  "run"  being  made  on  material 
from  Little  Bay  copper  mines.  The  capacity  of  the  plant  exceeded 
the  expectations  of  the  expert  here,  who  claims  it  will  smelt  about 
1,000  pounds  of  ore  per  hour. 

■  Operations  on  a  commercial  basis  will  be  conducted  by  the  Hvdro 

Electric  Smelting  Co.  (Ltd.),  the  capital  of  which  is  local.  ^This 
company  owns  Little  Bay  mines,  where  it  is  claimed  an  abundance 
of  ore  exists  on  the  surface,  having  been  left  by  a  company  operating 
there  several  years  ago,  when  a  fall  in  the  price  of  copper  did  not 
^arrant  a  continuance  of  operations. 

Vlneral  Deposits  of  the  Island — Copper  Oatput. 

Many  varieties  of  minerals  are  found  in  Newfoundland,  iron,  iron 
pyrites,  copper,  and  lead  being  the  principal  ones.  Gold,  silver,  chro- 
mite,  nickel  cloanthite,  nickel  pyrites,  manganese  (of  low  grade),  and 
tin  are  also  found. 

Copper  appears  to  have  been  the  first  of  the  mineral  products  of 
the  island  mined,  the  Tilt  Cove  mine,  in  Notre  Dame  Bay,  having 
been  operated  more  or  less  since  1864.  This  particular  mine  is  re- 
ported to  be  nearly  exhausted,  but  it  is  said  tliat  new  lodes  have  been 
found  at  five  other  points  in  Notre  Dame  Bay.  Other  copper  mines 
have  been  more  or  less  worked  at  York  Harbor,  Bay  of  Islands,  at 
Goose  Cove  in  Hare  Bay,  and  at  Quidi  Vidi,  near  St  Joluis.  l*he 
aggregate  product  of  these  mines  from  January  1,  1871,  to  January 
1,  1916,  is  estimated  at  1,650,000  tons  of  ore,  of  which  about  one- 
third  was  exported  to  the  United  States. 

Regarding  iron  ores  the  Newfoundland  government  geologist 
slates  that  almost  every  known  variety  is  found  in  the  colonv — 
hematite,.  limonite,  magnetite,  specular  and  jaspery  iron  ores,  cfay, 
ironstone,  bog  iron,  ocherous  ores^  etc.  Only  the  hematite  on  Bell 
Island,  in  Conception  Bay,  has  as  yet  been  worked  to  any  extent, 
li^n  pyrites  (bisiilphuret  of  iron)  is  abundant,  and  was  mined  to 
some  extent  at  Pilleys  Island,  Notre  Dame  Bay.  Pyrrhotite  (con- 
taining a  small  percentage  of  silver)  and  mispeckel  (containing  B 
little  gold)  are  common  ores,  but  have  not  been  mined. 


SCALES  WAHTED  IH  BVTCH  EAST  INDIES. 

According  to  a  report  of  the  Soerabaja  (Java)  Handelsblad,  rart- 
ous  middlemen  are  taking  undue  advantage  of  natives  bringing  their 
cattle  to  the  market.  It  is  the  general  opinion  that  these  brokers 
will  disappear  as  soon  as  the  cattle  markets  have  been  properly 
regulated.  The  installation  of  automatic  scales  is  considered  advis- 
able. The  native  will  then  be  in  a  position  to  have  his  cattle  weighed 
for  a  small  fee,  and  he  will  know  exactly  what  price  to  ask  accoraing 
io  the  market  value.  The  war,  however,  has  made  it  impossible  to 
procure  these  scales  (bascules)  from  Germany;  the  Engli^  (mes  are 
too  expenses,  and  the  intention  is  to  try  America. 
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BAUFLE  COIXECTOKS  IHPOSE  ON  JUNOACTUSEKS. 

A  waraiiig  is  given  to  American  manufacturers  by  American  Com- 
mercial Attache  C.  W.  A.  Veditz,  at  Paris,  France,  that  in  some 
instances  concerns  abroad  have  requested  samples  from  this  country 
■without  any  apparent  intention  of  using  them  for  the  extension  of 
American  trade.  Several  cases  are  cited,  although  the  attach^  says 
that  at  the  same  time  it  would  be  a  misfortune  if  our  exporting 
houses  failed  to  recognize  the  imjiortance  of  furnishing  samples. 

■  As  an  example  of  the  impositions  that  are  practiced,  theie  is  a 
report  of  an  American  firm  exporting  men's  furnishing  goods  which 
was  persuaded  to  send  a  considerable  number  of  shii'ts  to  Paris,  and 
that  because  they  were  delayed  in  transmission  by  war  conditions, 
this  was  made  a  pretext  by  the  recipients  for  explaining  that  the 
season  was  too  far  advanced  to  do  anything  with  the  samples,  but 
that  it  would  be  well  for  the  American  concern  to  send  a  fuiI  line  of 
winter  samples.  This  was  done;  but  the  two  lots  of  samples,  worth 
about  $600,  were  simjjly  sold  by  the  recipients  for  their  own  profit. 

Another  instance  cited  is  that  of  an  mquirer  affiliated  apparently 
irith  a  reputable  French  concern,  who  made  a  practice  of  obtaining 
samples  and  of  selling  them,  without  any  serious  intention  of  engag- 
ing systematically  in  husiness  relations  with  the  company  furnishing 
them. 

BBinSH  BTTYEBS  POUND  FOB  AHEBICAN  GOODS. 

[CoDsal  Augustus  B.  Ingram,  Bradford,  Feb.  17.] 

Numerous  orders  for  American  goods,  some  of  them  in  the  nature 
of  trial  orders  that  will  probably  lead  to  increased  trade  later,  were, 
placed  during  the  December  quarter  by  Bradford  inH>oi'ters  as  the 
result  of  "Trade  Opportunity"  notes  published  in  Commerce  Re- 
POHTS.  One  of  the  trial  orders  called  for  three  machines  for  making 

gaper  tubes,  costing  upward  of  $1,800.  Others  covered  umbrella 
ttings  and  parts  for  electric- light  accessories. 
In  response  to  an  "  Opportunity  "  relating  to  handbags  and  women's 
purses,  several  catalogues  were  received  from  American  firms.  One 
of  these  firms  further  stated  that  its  representative  was  visiting  Lon- 
don with  samples  of  its  goods.  The  inquirer  met  this  representative 
in  London,  carefully  inspected  those  lines  in  which  he  was  most  in- 
terested, and  placed  a  sample  order  totaling  between  $1,000  and  $1,500. 

An  order  for  $400  worth  of  buttons  was  forwarded  to  the  American 
manufacturer  after  a  study  of  his  catalogues  and  price  lists  by  the 
local  inquirer.  But  prices  for  British-made  buttons  of  the  kinds 
handled  by  the  Bradford  house  have  now  fallen,  and  further  supplies 
will  probably  be  purchased  in  England. 


HENEaUEN  KOTEMENT  FROM  PBOaEESO. 

[Consul  Clntido  E.  Guyant,  ProgrcHO,  Mexico.l 

Statistics  just  published  by  the  State  Government  of  Yucatan, 
Mexico,  show  that  132,650  bales  of  henequen  were  exported  from 
Progreso  during  Januar}',  1916.  The  destination  was  ns  follows, 
the  figures  representing  bales:  New  Orleans,  68,432;  New  York, 
41,905;  Plymouth,  17,217;  Galveston,  4^30;  Habana,  Cuba,  966. , 
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KEW  BECOBD  EXPECTED  IH  XAETmaVE  BOOK. 

[Ctaml  Tbomas  B.  WalUe*,  Fort  ds  Fnuuv,  Jan.  28.]  ' 

The  Island  of  Martinique  is  entering  an  era  of  prosperity  which, 
it  is  believed,  will  surpass  that  of  any  previous  period  of  its  his- 
tory. The  sugar-cane  crop,  upon  which  its  business  life  depends,  is 
estimated  as  an  average  one  and  it  is  of  good  quality.  All  conditions 
now  point  to  its  being  harvested  and  manufactured  without  loss  or 
delay.  The  prices  offered  for  its  products,  on  the  whole,  have  never 
previously  been  equaled.  Every  indication  points  to  a  greater 
volume  of  business  in  its  1916  foreign  trade  than  the  average,  and 
in  value  it  is  expected  to  exceed  that  of  any  former  year  in  the 
island's  history. 

Trocpeiity  FoUowt  Period  of  Depression. 

Tlie  increased  cost  of  freight,  the  advance  in  ihe  price  of  mate* 
rials,  and  the  difficulty  in  effecting  exchange,  had  a  depressing  in- 
fluence on  Martinique  building  operations  in  1915.  The  outlook  to 
the  dealers  in  this  line  was  gloomy  and  dispiriting  at  tlie  beginning 
of  that  year.  Another  factor  affecting  it,  as  well  as  all  other  lines 
of  business  in  Martinique,  was  the  complete  suspension  of  foreign 
ti'ade  in  the  rum  products  of  the  island.  For  some  time  after  ue 
outbreak  of  European  hostilities  there  was  no  market  for  the  prod- 
uct whatever  ana  the  quantity  on  hand  was  very  large.  The  new 
year  had  not  advanced  far  before  a  demand  again  sprang  up  for  it 
and  prices  advanced  rapidly,  soon  passing  the  highest  point  hereto- 
fore reached.  The  price  of  sugar  had  also  advanced,  and  it  occurred 
at  a  time  most  favorable  for  the  producers. 

TTnoertalnty  Affects  BnlldlsK  Operations. 

Condition  of  uncertainty  will  no  doubt  have  a  depressing  effect  on 
improvements  that  would  naturally  follow  an  era  or  prosperity  com- 
mon to  all  of  the  communities  of  the  island,  but,  notwithstanding 
the  obstacles  presented,  the  lumber  dealers  of  Fort  de  France  look 
forward  to  a  prosperous  year  and  expect  that  results  at  the  end  of 
the  season  will  show  more  than  an  average  business.  The  cautious 
buying  by  the  dealers  in  1915,  with  the  imexpected  demand  at  the 
close  of  the  season,  will  have  a  tendency  to  greatly  stimulate  trade 
for  1916. 

The  effects  of  the  war  upon  the  general  volume  of  trade  in  the 
lumber  business  in  Martinique  were  very  light.  The  market  fully 
recovered  from  the  depression,  and  normal  C(,nditions  were  restored 
by  the  end  of  spring  in  1915,  with  an  increasing  demand  until  the 
close  of  the  year.  The  difference  in  the  value  of  the  business  trans- 
acted during  1915  is  slightly  below  the  preceding  year,  but  will 
average  with  the  gcnei*al  trade  in  this  line  for  the  past  five  years. 

The  demand  for  constniction  materials  ieW  off  considerably,  but 
this  loss  was  made  good  by  the  largely  increased  demand  for  ^ooks 
and  staves,  and  the  year  closed  with  the  business  in  excellent  condi- 
tion, stocks  well  disposed  of,  and  encouraging  prospects  for  the  com- 
ing season. 

American  Shipments  Hold  Chief  Place. 

American  markets  practically  control  the  lumber  trade  of  Mar- 
tinique. The  greater  part  of  the  lumber  arrives  in  cargo  brought 
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on  American  sailing  vessels  of  600  to  1,200  tons,  three  or  four 
masters.  Parts  of  cargoes  are  brought  by  steamers  making  regular 
connections  from  the  fwrts  of  New  York  and  Mobile,  Ala.  The  lum- 
ber consumed  here  is  pitch  pine,  white  pine,  and  spruce.  The  average 
imports  are:  AU-heart  pitch  pine,  2,500,000  to  3,500,000  feet;  mer- 
chantable pine,  50,000  to  250,000  feet;  from  West  India  dippers, 
white  pine  (Kos.  1  and  2),  300,000  to  400,000  feet;  spruce  deals, 
100,000  to  150,000  feet 

The  only  feature  in  the  lumber  business  to  attract  attention  baa 
been  the  demand  for  staves.  Imports  of  this  class  have  quadrupled 
since  1912.  The  increased  trade  has  been  created  by  the  rum  dis- 
tilleries. Encouraged  by  a  constantly  growing  market,  and  higher 
prices,  the  distillers  have  increased  the  output  of  old  plants  and  in- 
stalled a  Urge  nimiber  of  new  distilleries.  The  demand  for  shooks 
has  gradually  declined. 

[A  list  of  lumber  dealers  and  Importers  at  Fort  de  Fraoce,  Martinique,  may 
be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district 
offices.   Kefer  to  file  No.  73072.] 

COTTON  GOODS  IN  STBAITS  SETTLEMENTS. 

■  The  large  market  for  cotton  goods  in  the  Straits  Settlements  is 
compared  with  the  small  amount  supplied  by  the  United  States,  and 
the  possibility  of  increasing  the  exports  from  this  country  to  that 
part  of  the  world  are  presented  in  a  report  entitled  "  Cotton  Goods  in 
the  Straits  Settlements,"  just  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce.  The  author  is  Kalph  M.  Odell,  special  agent 
of  the  Bureau. 

It  is  shown  that  while  there  is  a  market  for  $14,000,000  worth  of 
cotton  goods  annually  in  that  Briti^  Colony,  American  sales  for 
the  past  four  years  have  amounted  to  only  ^2,000  annually.  The 
lack  of  an  American  im{>orting  firm  tliere  has  been  an  important 

element  in  this  poor  showing,  as  a  result  of  which  manufacturers  in 
this  country  have  either  overlooked  the  market  entirely  or  have 
failed  to  appreciate  its  importance.  The  trade  is  declaredf  to  exceed, 
in  value  the  aggregate  trade  of  the  Red  Sea  district  and  East  Africa, 

The  greater  part  of  the  report  is  taken  up  with  careful  descrip- 
tions of  the  kinds  of  cotton  goods  in  demand,  although  considerable 
space  is  given  to  an  analysis  of  trade  statistics.  For  the  assistance  of 
American  manufacturers  the  author  collected  a  hundred  samples  of 
cotton  goods  actually  in  demand.  These  samples  are  described  in  the 
report  and  the  samples  themselves  will  be  sent  to  the  various  textile 
centers  for  examination  by  the  manufacturers  interested  in  the  Far 
Eastern  markets. 

The  new  bulletin  is  designated  Special  Agents  Series  No:  115  and 
is  sold  for  the  nominal  sum  of  10  cents  by  the  district  offices  of  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  and  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington, 
D.  C.   It  contains  57  pages. 


The  Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Co.  has  recently  purchased  from  the 
Salvador  Railway  Co.  the  passenger  and  freight  steamers  AcajuUa 
and  Salvador  and  will  conduct  a  frequent  service  between  Panama 
and  Salina  Cruz,  Mexico. 
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AJTALTSES  OF  KAFLE  COITTECTIONS  IF  CAHABA. 

ICottBUl  Felix  8.  S.  Johnson,  KtngstoD,  Ontario,  Feb.  28.J 

The  Canadian  Government  has  analyzed  58  samples  of  confec- 
tions, characterized  as  maple  products  by  the  use  of  the  word 
"  maple."  The  result  shows  that  25  were  sold  as  maple  butter,  5  as 
maple  cream,  and  5  as  mnple  cheese.  The  chief  analyst  states  it  is 
prooable  that,  in  the  majority  of  these  cases,  the  employment  of  the 
words  "butter,"  "cream,"  and  "cheese"  relates  primarily  to  the 
consistency  of  the  article  and  it  is  not  intended  to  convey  the  idea  that 
butter,  cream,  or  cheese  entered  into  the  composition  of  tlie  confec- 
tion. There  is,  however,  an  exception  to  this  in  one  particular  manu- 
factured article.  The  label  borne  by  this  article  contained  the  follow- 
ing: "Wholesome  and  delicious  food  luxury,  made  from  pure  maple 
sugar  and  rich  cream.  For  table  use  in  place  of  ordinary-  butter  or 
jam.  A  superior  substitute  at  less  <x>st." 

Appear  to  Claim  natural  Butter  Content. 

The  chief  analyst  says  that  tliese  statements  apf)ear  to  claim  for 
the  article  a  natural  butter  content.  On  examination  it  was  found 
that  only  12  per  cent  of  butter  fat  was  in  the  samples  examined. 
Other  samples  were  sold  under  various  names,  such  as  maple  wafers, 
maple  buds,  maple  taffy,  and  maple  pudding,  and  cthei-s  are  com- 
pounds in  the  names  of  which  the  components  are  indicated  as  maple 
fruit  fudge,  chccolate  maple  walnuts,  etc.  None  of  those  samples  are 
offered  as  maple  sugar  or  maple  sirup,  and  did  not  come  under  the 
regulations  governing  maple  products  which  were  in  force  at  tlie 
time  of  the  collections. 

The  chief  object  of  this  inspection  was  to  ascertain  the  extent  to 
which  the  word  "  maple  "  is  actually  used  as  a  designation  of  maple 
products  other  than  sugar  and  sirup.  If  forbidden  to  use  the  word 
"  maple  "  in  naming  these  articles,  manufacturers  declare  it  would  be 
difficult  for  them  to  find  a  market.  It  has  been  pointed  out,  however, 
that  in  such  cases  a  statement  that  the  goods  are  flavored  with  maple 
sugar  would  not  appear  to  violate  the  fundamental  principle  of  the 
act  governing  maple  products  which  went  into  force  in  April,  1915. 


FISH  CtTLTUBE  ESTABLISHES  NEW  BECOBB. 

A  new  record  has  been  established  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of 
Fisheries  up  to  March  1,  1916,  in  its  fish-cultural  operations  of  the 
present  fiscal  year.  During  this  period,  the  actual  distribution  of  fish 
of  all  species  in  the  various  fields  of  activity  shows  an  increase  of 
approximately  800,000,000  over  the  distributions  during  the  same 
period  in  1915.  This  would  indicate  that  the  output  for  the  entire 
year  will  exceed  the  record  output  of  4^88,757,804  fish  and  eggs 
for  the  fiscal  year  1915,  and  will  probably  reach  5,000,000,000  or 
more. 

The  most  noticeable  increases  in  output  have  been  with  the  pollock, 
cod,  fiatfish,  blueback  salmon,  humpback  salmon^  steelhead  salmon, 
brook  trout,  rainbow  trout,  buffalofish,  and  crappie. 

While  favorable  climatic  conditions  existing  daring  the  spawning 
seasons  are  to  some  extent  responsible  for  these  increases,  credit  is 
given  to  the  energetic  effoits  put  forth  by  the  bureau's  representa- 
tives in  the  field,  ^  ^ 
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TATA  XEBCHASTS  SEES  AKEBICAN  COVKECTZOHB. 

[Commercial  Asent  Raipb  M.  Odell,  Soerabaya,  Dec.  17.] 

Since  arriving  in  Java  I  have  been  almost  overwhelmed  with  in- 
quiries and  requests  from  local  firms  for  information  as  to  Iiow  to  get 
in  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of  a  wide  variety  of  articles, 
or  how  they  may  extend  the  sales  of  Javanese  products  in  the  Uniteci 
States.  One  of  the  latter  class  of  inquirers,  a  lar^e  and  influential 
house,  desires  to  enter  into  negotiations  with  American  importers  of 
kapok,  coffee,  rubber,  rice,  and  cocoanut  oil.  The  company  is  already 
shipping  considerable  quantities  of  these  products  to  the  United 
States,  but  wishes  to  develop  the  trade  along  broader  lines.  The 
manager  states  that  his  firm  also  intends  to  import  American  soods 
into  Java  and  that  he  would  be  glad  to  hear  from  exporters  of  nour, 
also  ironware,  particularly  coiTUgated  iron  and  wire  nails. 

Among  the  Soerabaya  firms  seeking  American  merchandise  is  one 
with  excellent  distributing  facilities  throughout  the  Dutch  East  In- 
dies. This  house  wishes  to  get  in  touch  with  manufacturei-s  in  the 
United  States  producing  corrugated  iron,  tinplate,  wire  nails,  gal- 
vanized slieets,  galvanized  ridgings;  also  caustic  soda.  The  manager 
states  that  immediate  orders  for  these  articles  can  be  placed. 

A  third  firm  would  like  to  form  connections  with  an  American' 
manufacturer  of  oilcloth,  particularly  for  the  purchase  of  **  double 
Japan  duck,'*  which  is  oiled  on  both  sides  of  the  cloth.  Samples  are 
forwarded  to  show  the  qualities  of  the  goods  required.  The  cloth 
should.be  50  inches  wide,  12  yards  to  the  piece.  30  pieces  to  the  case. 
The  firm  usualv  buys  30  to  40  cases  per  month.  Prices  should  be 
quoted  c.  i.  f.  if  possible. 

tThe  snmple  of  oilcloth  mentioned  above  nn»y  be  Inftpected  nt  the  Bnreflii  of 
Foreign  nnd  DoDiestic  Commerce,  or  Its  brnncliea,  wh'ch  offlees  will  supply  the 
adrtreBH  of  the  firm  Interested  as  well  as  the  n->me8  of  the  other  two  companies 
referred  to  by  Mr.  Odell.  Ask  for  file  No.  809.] 


AHEBICAK  CONSULAR  OFFZCEBS  OH  XEAYE  OF  ABSEKCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  find 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions : 


Kune. 

Put. 

ETptra- 
tlonot 
venufl. 

Watte,  FUuIhert  

BivUay,  Wflllam  Harrbon.... 
Lawton,  E.  M  

Tcguclgalpa.rionduras 

Uar.  11 

/pr.  1 
/pr.  4 

Apr.  25 

Wl  Clinton  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
im  \Ve<;t  Uth  Stmt, '  Isvetsnd,  Ohio. 
(.  tpfvTf  1  lub,  7  West  43d  Btreet,  New 

York  (Jlty. 
C) 

■  The  Itlnernry  of  Conxul  Lawton  U  subatnotlnllT  an  foUows :  SaD  Frnsclseo.  Har.  4  to  8 : 
Los  Anci'lcB.  Mar.  0  to  Itl ;  Chattanooga,  liar,  22  to  27;  Cincinnati,  Uar.  20  to  Apr.  15; 
WasblngtoQ,  Apr.  1?  to  '25. 

A  supplement  to  the  second  edition  of  the  United  States  Coast  Pilot 
for  the  Pacific  Coast  (California,  Oregon,  and  Washington)  has  been 
published  by  the  United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Surrey.  It  gives 
the  more  important  corrections  and  additions  that  have  been  mad« 
necessary  sinue  the  publication  of  the  volume.  r^^^^v^ 
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JAFAir  EXPERIENCES  BOOH  W  HETAL  XABKET. 

Japanese  publications  have  devoted  much  attention  recently  to 
the  boom  that  is  being  experienced  in  the  metal  market.  Predic- 
tions are  made  that  there  will  be  still  greater  activity  in  1916.  The 
Japan  Times  says  that  the  connti?  has  never  had  such  a  boom  befcnv, 
and  that  there  is  unprecedented  speculatiim  in  metals.  Increased 
rates  have  greatly  benefited  the  export  trade. 

ICoTement  to  Organize  New  Steel  Works. 

A  movement  for  organizing  new  steel  works,  with  $10,000,000 
capital,  is  repojpted  by  the  Japan  Daily  Mail.  The  site,  it  says,  is 
likely  to  be  somewhere  in  Kyushu.  The  newspaper  states  that  the 
Eew  factory  will  have  a  very  good  supply  of  ore  from  China,  and 
that  by  the  end  of  tlie  present  year  there  will  be  a  valuable  addition 
to  the  steel-producing  capacity  of  tlie  country. 

Plans  for  a  third  extension  of  the  plant  of  the  Government  Iron 
Worlcs  at  PMamitsu  are  reported  by  the  Times.  It  says  that  imme- 
diately after  the  completion  of  the  second  extension  scheme  the 
new  plan  will  be  carried  out,  with  a  capital  of  $17,9*28,000,  during 
five  years,  with  the  intention  of  thus  increasing  the  annual  product 
of  the  plant  by  300,000  tons.  It  is  stated  that  an  arrangement  has 
been  made  for  tlie  purchase  of  all  the  machinery  required  through 
Government  agents  overseas. 

The  Mail  says  tliat  in  the  present  year  the  production  will  be  raised 
to  330,000  tons,  when  the  net  profit  will  rise  to  a  Doint  of  $3,984,000. 
Raw  ores  are  imported  from  China,  Chosen,  ana  other  continental 
mines,  and  the  net  purchase  of  domestic  ores  amoimts  only  to  10,000 
tons. 

Operaton  to  Increase  Frodaotlon  of  Ore. 

A  scheme  is  being  contemplated  among  certain  business  men,  the 
Japan  Times  is  informed,  for  the  establishment  of  big  iron  works 
in  Hokkaido.  The  increase  of  Japan's  capacity  for  pi'oducing  iron 
and  steel  is  regarded  as  most  urgent,  because  industrial  circle  have 
been  reduced  to  an  almost  helpless  condition  on  the  suspension  of 
steel  and  iron  supplies  from  overseas.  Attention  is  being  given  to  a 
mine  in  the  vicinity  of  Kuchian,  Hokkaido.  It  is  claimed  that  it  is 
more  than  50  feet  deep  and  contains  at  least  7,000,000  tons  of  good 
ore,  enough  to  feed  the  new  foundry  for  more  than  40  years.  The 
contemplated  company  will  be  managed  by  certain  mining  operators, 
with  a  capital  of  $2,490,000,  paid  up. 

Hew  Company  to  Kannfactnre  Alnmlnnm. 

The  Japan  Chronicle  reports  tlie  establishment  of  a  joint-stock 
company^.for  tlie  manufacture  of  aluminum  at  Kachigawa,  near 
Nagoya,  with  a  capital  of  $498,000.  Preparations  have  been  made  for 
the  erection  of  factories.  It  is  stated  that  the  potter's  clay  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Kachigawa  includes  a  rich  dep<kit  from  which  the 
company  expects  to  manufacture  aluminum. 

The  complete  stoppage  of  aluminum  imports  has  sent  up  the  price. 
Ahiminum  shows  a  fourfold  increase,  and  its  manufactures  have 
approximately  doubled  in  price.  Of  the  three  manufacturers  of 
aluminum  articles  in  Japan,  two  have  entirely  stopped  operations, 
owing  to  scarcity  of  stocks  and  high  piices,  and  mive  aweady  dis^ 
miss^  some  of  tlieii*  workmen. 
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Vileu  of  Lead  at  irnpreoedemted  EmL 

"Recent  reexports  to  Hongkong  and  the  strike  at  the  mines  in 
Australia  have  had  the  effect  of  forcing  up  prices  of  lead  to  the  im- 
precedented  level  of  $10.45  per  100  pounds,  says  the  Japan  Chronicle, 
which  cites  the  fact  that  tne  annual  consumption  of  lead  in  Japan 
is  in  the  neighborhood  of  20,000  tons,  while  the  output  in  the  country 
amounts  to  no  more  than  3,000  tons.  Australian,  Chinese,  and  Rus- 
sian lead  ores,  the  purchase  of  which  has  either  been  so  far  contracted 
for  or  is  likely  to  be  contracted  for,  amount  to  about  30,000  tons, 
which  will  yield  about  15,000  tons  of  refined  lead.  Together  with 
the  Japanese  output  of  3,000  tons,  therefore,  the  quantity  availabljD- 
f  or  domestic  demand  will  amount  to  only  18,000  tons. 

CondltloBs  eorernlDg  Karketi  for  Othor  Xetali. 

Owing  to  increased  demands  due  to  the  development  of  the  chemi- 
cal industry  in  Japan,  and  also  becau^  of  the  comerins  of  the  supply 
by  some  merchants,  according  to  the  Japan  Chronic^,  the  price  ot 
platinum  is  more  than  double  the  normal  rate. 

The  demand  for  antimony  has  caused  many  Japanese  mine  owners 
to  start  working  for  that  mineral,  and  the  crude  ore  imported  from' 
China  has  also  mcreased  in  quantity,  but  the  quotation  has  reached 
seven  times  the  price  that  ruled  a  little  more  than  a  year  aga 

cnilnete  Action  Affeotlii;  Hetalt. 

The  Chinese  Government  states  that  while  hitherto  the  antimony 
mines  of  Kuangsi  have  been  operated  by  private  individuals  under 
special  permission  of  the  Government,  it  is  now  decided  that  the 
mines  are  to  be  operated  under  the  supervision  of  the  Government, 
and  a  sum  of  $200,000  has  been  set  aside  in  connection  with  this 
project. 

Ihe  original  Bureau  of  Geolc^  in  the  Ministry  of  Agricultiire 
and  Commerce  is  to  be  expanded  in  scope  for  the  purpose  of  develops, 
ing  China's  natural  resources,  says  the  Gazette.  The  ministry  is  said 
to  have  been  instructed  to  revise  the  mining  law  with  this  object  in 
view. 

The  Chinese  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce  has  issued  a 
circular  of  instruction  to  the  Provinces  that  henceforth  the  mining 
enterprises  undertaken  by  the  people  with. foreign  ca[>ital  should  first 
be  submitted  to  the  responsible  authorities  for  registration  before^ 
any  contracts  with  them  can  be  effective. 

XOinSUHA  HAS  REDTTCED  SVGAB  CROP. 

The  Louisiana  crop  of  cane  sugar  for  1915  was  136,500  short  tons, 
or  273,000,000  pounds,  according  to  the  results  of  a  canvass  just  com- 
pleted by  the  Bureau  of  Crop  Estimates  of  the  United  States  De- 
partment of  Agriculture.  This  production  is  much  less  than  that  of 
1914,  which  was  242,700  tons,  or  485,400,000  pounds.  The  1913  crop 
was  292,698  tons,  or  585,396,000  pounds.  '1  he  cane  crushed  for  sugar 
was  2,018^000  short  tons  in  1915  and  3,199,000  in  1914. 

An  unfavorable  growing  season  contributed  to  this  small  crop  of 
sugar.  Cool,  wet  weather,  retarded  the  growth  of  the  cane  and.  in 
some  sections,  the  storm  of  September,  1915,  did  considerable  dam? 
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(Cddsd)  Oeoi^e  M.  Uonaon,  SaDdakan.  Brltisb  North  Boraeo,  Jsn.  B.] 

Tlie  manufacture  of  cutch  in  Borneo  has  progressed  in  a  few 
months  from  an  industiy  that  barely  paid  expenses  to  one  of  con- 
siderable impoitance.  The  operating  company  is  a  Scotch  firm  with 
headquarters  at  Glasgow.  It  now  possesses  a  factory  at  Sandakan 
and  another  at  Kudnt. 

The  sudden  demand  for  cutch  arises  chiefly  from  the  current 
shortage  in  coal-tar  dyes,  due  to  the  cessation  or  supplies  from  Ger- 
many. While  cutch  is  largely  employed  for  tanning,  it  has  an 
equally  extendeii  use  as  a  dyeing  material.  It  is  frequently  employed 
in  combination  with  other  natural  dyes  and  also  with  coal-tar  colors. 
Large  amounts  are  required  in  the  dyeing  of  cctton  and  silk  fabrics; 
thus  far  the  application  to  woolens  is  very  limited. 

Different  Eindi  of  Gntoli. 

The  varieties  of  cutch  found  in  commerce  are  gambier  cntch  (terra 

laponica)  obtained  from  the  leaves  and  twigs  of  the  Vnicaria  gam- 
bier, Bombay  cutch  from  the  fruit  of  the  Areca  catechu^  Bengal 
cutch  from  the  heartwood  of  the  AcaHa  catechu,  and  mangrove 
cutch  from  the  bark  of  Ceriopa  candolleana^  as  well  as  from  varieties 
of  Rhieophora. 

The  three  forms  first  mentioned  above  are  those  which  hitherto 
have  found  an  extensive  application  in  the  dyeing  of  cottons,  eitlier 
to  produce  directly  the  verv  fast  color  known  as  "  catechu  brown," 
or  to  bring  out  compound  ^ades  with  fustic,  logwood,  alizarin,  etc., 
in  combination  uith  such  an  oxidizer  as  potassium  bichromate,  or 
directly,  with  bismarck  brown,  magenta,  and  allied  artificial  colors. 
In  silk  dyeing  cutch  has  served  chiefly  as  a  "  weighting  "  material. 

Mangrove  cutch  has  been  employed  hitherto  almost  exclusively  for 
tanning  purposes.  Its  availability  for  use  in  dyeing,  in  mucR  the 
same  way  as  gambier,  etc.,  has  recently  attracted  attention,  as  the 
demand  for  cutch  in  ^lier  forms  has  materially  increased. 

The  mangrove  is  usually  found  in  immense  jungles  on  swampv 
ground  along  the  seashore  and  about  the  mouths  of  rivers  in  aU 
tropical  countries. 

Two  Kind!  of  XanKrore  In  Borneo. 

There  are  two  distinct  kinds  of  mangrove  here.  The  ordinal^ 
kind  is  known  by  the  native  Malay  name  Bakau,  and  that  name  is 
also  applied  to  the  extract  of  the  bark.  The  other  kind  is  called 
Tungah,  also  a  native  name.  Tungah  is  decidedly  superior  to  Bakau, 
as  the  bark  produces  a  superior  quality  and  a  greater  amount  of 
extract.  Cutch  made  from  Tungah  is  more  valuable  for  dyeing 
purposes.  It  sells  for  a  much  higher  price  than  that  made  from 
Bakau  mangrove. 

The  factory  at  Sandakan  at  present  produces  about  160  tons 
monthly.  The  plant  is  being  increased  to  a  productive  capacity  of 
250  tons  or  over  per  month. 

The  supply  of  mangrove  trees  in  Borneo,  as  well  as  in  the  Philip- 
pines and  other  tropical  countries,  is  practically  inexhaustible.  The 
Sandakan  factory  has  secured  its  supply  of  bark  for  20  years  frcm 
the  immediate  vicinity,  and  the  groves  are  still  far  from  being 
exhausted.  Mangrove  jungles  renew  themselves  in  15  to  20  yeaiV- 
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How  the  Cnteli  Is  Xaanfaotnnd. 

The  manufacturing  process  is  exceedingly  simple,  although  some 
features  are  kept  secret. 

The  freshly-gathenvi  bark  is  tied  with  rattan  in  small  bundles, 
weighing  10  or  15  pounds,  and  boiled  in  vats  until  most  of  the  soluble 
matter  has  been  extractea,  evidenced  by  the  density  of  the  resultant 
decoction.  Concentration  by  evaporation  is  effected  in  tlie  same 
vacuum  apparatus  as  is  used  ordinarily  for  refining  sugar.  When 
the  desired  consistency  is  obtained  and  the  water  present  does  not 
exceed  25  per  cent,  the  thick  residue  is  drawn  off  in  a  plastic  state. 
It  is  packed  in  strong  bags  for  short  distance  shipments  and  in 
boxes  for  transportation  to  America  or  Europe.  During  the  cool-: 
ing  process  it  hardens  until  it  resembles  resin.  Formerly  the  bark 
was  broken  into  small  pieces,  and  even  ground,  before  boiling,  but 
this  treatment  has  been  abandoned.  The  additional  extract  secured 
does  not  cover  the  trouble  and  expense  of  crushing  or  grinding.  The 
bark,  when  tied  in  bundles,  can  d&  more  easily  handled.  After  boil- 
ing, it  is  also  in  a  convenient  shape  to  be  fed  into  furnaces  as  fuel, 
after  bein^  thoroughly  dried. 

The  price  of  Bakau  or  ordinary  cutch  has  advanced  from  £13 
to  £35  per  ton.  The  price  of  Tungah  has  reached  £42  per  ton; 
There  is  at  present  an  embargo  on  the  shipment  of  cutch  except  to 
English  possessions^  the  countries  of  the  allies,  America,  and  Japan. 
The  latter  country  is  buying  it  in  large  quantities. 

Ajaerlean  Prion  and  Imports  of  Gntch. 

The  cost  per  pound  for  East  Indian  cutch  in  New  York  was  4^ 
cents  in  Februar}^,  1913  and  1914,  5^  cents  in  1915,  and  14  to  30  cents 
in  1916.  The  price  for  gambler  has  risen  from  4^  cents  per  pound 
in  1914  to  17  and  18  cents  in  1916.  Imports  of  mangrove  baric  into 
the  United  States  during  the  lost  four  fiscal  years  were  21,800  long 
tons  in  1912,  15,200  in  1913,  7,700  in  1914,  and  8,100  in  1915.  Th& 
average  price  per  ton  in  1914  was  $25.60;  in  1915,  $27.  The  chiet 
source  is  Portuguese  East  Africa,  Prior  to  the  war  most  of  the  im- 
port came  via  Germany.  The  import  from  Venezuela  and  Colombia 
IS  about  600  tons  annually.  The  importation  to  the  United  States 
from  Colombia  of  mangrove  extract  has  begun  to  assume  some 
importance. 

Imported  Cotton  to  be  Disinfected. 

All  cotton  imported  at  Boston  and  San  Francisco,  on  and  after 
.March  10,  1916,  must  be  disinfected  before  being  sent  to  its  destina- 
tion, it  is  announced  by  the  United  States  Depurtinent  of  Agricul- 
ture. The  purpose  is  to  protect  American  cotton  growers  against 
the  pink  boll  worm,  one  of  the  worst  cotton  pests  m  Egypt.  The 
new  rule  will  apply  to  all  foreign  cotton  not  unloaded  on  tne  docks 
by  midnight,  March  9. 

On  February  18,  reports  the  Panama  Canal  Record,  the  new  15- 
yard  dipper  dredge  Caacadas  excavated  and  loaded  into  scows  in 
Culebra  Out  a  total  of  23,305  cubic  yards  of  rock  and  earth.  This  is 
believed  to  be  the  world's  record  for  a  day^s  work  by  any  kind  of 
excavating  machine  in  hard  materiaL 
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FORmV  TBADE  OFFOBTUBITIES. 

RefletTCd  nddreKoes  mflv  be  oblnlned  Trom  tbe  Barman  end  Its  illatrlflt  oflSce*.  n^iMSt 
for  oucii  opportuolty  sbouJd  be  on  a  separate  sbeot  and  tbe  file  namber  given. 

Jrm  tcire.  No.  20380. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Portugal  report-s  that  a 
flnn  In  hts  district  is  In  the  market  for  500  tons  of  Ko.  1  to  15  gauge 
(B.  W.  O.)  square  and  000  to  20  gaujre  (B.  W.  G.)  round  wire  for  making, 
iialls.  The  lirni  also  desires  to  purchase  10  tons  each  of  soft  annealed  round 
Iron  wire  and  galvnnlKied  round  wire,  Nos.  10,  12,  and  14.  It  Is  stated  tbat 
cretllt  win  be  openeil  with  New  York  tonkers,  who  will  make  payments 
oftainst  documents.  Quotations  c.  L  £.,  or  f.  a  b.  with  approximate  co«t 
of  freight,  and  date  of  delivery  are  desired  by  cable.  Convspondence  may 
be  in  Eugllsh.  Samples  of  tbe  nails  and  wire  may  be  ^amlned  at  tbe 
Bureau  or  its  district  offices.    (Refer  to  file  No.  73210.) 

Hardtrare,  groccrict  and  provUUmg,  ond  dry  goods.  No.  20387. — ^An  American 
consular  officer  in  Venezuela  writes  that  a  newly  organized  firm  in  his 
district  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  American  nmnufaoturers  and 
exporters  of  hardware,  groceries  and  provisions,  ami  dry  goods.  Corre- 
spimdenee  may  be  in  Kngllsli.   Catalogues  In  Spanish  are  desired. 

Btationeru,  photographic  cards,  etc..  No.  20388. — A  firm  In  the  Netherlands 
writ^  that  It  <leslres  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of 
stationery,  press  studs,  steel  and  brass  drawing  pins,  photographic  curds, 
passe-partouts,  fasteners,  and  lighters.  Quotations,  samples,  and  full  in- 
formation should  be  sent. 

Shoe  lacei,  machinery,  etc..  No.  20389. — A  firm  in  Canada  writes  tbat  It  desires 
to  be  placed  In  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of  shoe  lace%  ma- 
chinery for  making  shoe  laces,  and  material  used  in  the  manufacture  of  shoe 
laces. 

Corn  sJiellers.  No.  20390. — The  commercial  attache  of  the  DepnrtiTient  of  Com- 
merce In  England  reports  that  a  man  In  that  country  desires  to  receive 
catalogues,  quotations,  and  full  Information  fi-om  American  nuinufnctnrera 
of  corn  shellers.  It  Is  stated  that  these  articles  arc  desired  for  tbe  South 
African  tra<le. 

Machtncrjf,  typcicriters,  food  products,  etc.,  JJo.  203D1. — An  American  consular 
officer  in  Switzerland  reports  that  a  nmn  In  his  district  desires  to  establish 
commercial  relations  with  American  mamifocturers  of  automatic  machines 
for  Industrial  purposes;  machines  ami  other  tools;  cash  registers;  type- 
writers; fountain  |iens:  dental  apparatus;  office  supplies;  knitting  ma- 
chines; stik  and  thread  machinery;  shoe  machinery;  machinery  for  making 
matches;  tobacco,  cigars,  ond  cigarettes;  ngrlcultural  maclilnery;  railway 
sui^liea;  tin  goods  and  tinware;  automobiles;  meat  extract  and  sauces; 
canned  and  refrigerated  meats;  eggs,  butter,  and  wheat;  petrolemn;  oils; 
shoes ;  fashion  and  sport  articles ;  and  advertising  articles.  Corresiwndenoe 
may  be  in  Kngtisb.  Ref^uces  are  given. 

Typewriters,  tcalea,  buttons,  etc..  No.  2U302. — An  American  consular  ofllcer  In 
Russia  reports  tiiat  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  represent  Americoa 
manufacturers  ami  exporters  of  typewriters  and  supplies;  duplicntot*s  and 
supi)lies;  scales  of  all  sizes;  pteei  cutlery;  metnl,  iKine,  and  celluloid  but- 
tons; ond  celluloid  combs,  binishes,  and  boxes,  etc.   References  are  given. 

Slate  pencils.  No.  20303. — A  firm  In  Ganoda  informs  an  Ama-Ican  cmsulftr  officer 
that  It  tlesires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of  slate 
Xiendls. 

fficyclcs  avd  accessories.  No.  20394. — An  American  consnlar  officer  In  India  re- 
ports that  a  firm  in  his  dlsa-iet  desires  to  be  placed  hi  touch  with  American 
luonufacturers  of  bicycles  and  accessories, 

Yacifum  cleaners.  No.  20395. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Norwoy  reports 
tliiit  a  woman  agent  in  his  district  ileslres  t<»  i-ecelve  catalogiies,  (luobltions, 
and  full  information  from  Amerliran  manufacturers  of  hand  vacuum  cleau' 
ers.  Correspomlence  may  be  In  Englisb.  Referaice  is  glvoi. 
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TARIFF  nrCBEASE  IH  TAUAICA. 

[Cablesram  from  American  consnl.  Port  Antonio,  Mar.  8.] 

All  import  duties  have  been. increased  by  10  per  cent  and  the  free 
list  has  been  abolished,  according  to  a  decree  of  the  L#egislative  Coun- 
cil in  effect  March  8.  The  following  new  export  duties  have  been 
prescribed:  Bananas,  1  shilling  8  pence  per  100  steins;  coconuts,  2 
shillings  per  1,000;  logwood,  3  shillings  per  ton. 


LOWER  BATES  OK  COUUEBCIAI  TEUBaSAUS  IN  SFAHr. 

[Couul  Bobertaon  HoDey.  Madrid,  Jan.  29.] 

The  Revista  de  Economia  y  Hacienda  announces  that,  beginning 
with  February  1,  1916,  the  Government-owned  telegraph  system 
will  transmit  mternal  commercial  telegrams  on  the  basis  of  10  cents 
for  the  first  10  words  or  fraction  thereof  and  one-half  cent  for  each 
additional  word.  The  charge  for  an  ordinary  telegram  is  16  cents 
for  10  words  and  1  cent  for  each  additional  word.  The  privilege 
attaches  also  to  telegrams  dealing  with  transactions  on  the  stock 
exchange.  Restrictions  are  imposed  to  the  effect  that  the  Spanish 
language  must  be  used,  use  of  codes  is  prohibited,  and  only  ordinary 
intelligible  commercial  terms  can  be  employed. 


American  Purchases  of  Q-nnny  Cloth  and  Bags. 

According  to  invoices  certified  at  the  American  consulate  general 
at  Calciitta,  India,  the  exports  of  gunny  cloth  to  the  United  States 
during  1915  amounted  to  707,755,260  square  yards  valued  at 
$28,469,215,  compared  with  1,068,424,620  square  yards  valued  at 
$32,500,988  for  1914.  The  shipments  of  gunny  bags  amounted  to 
44,472,952  pounds  valued  at  $3,224,247,  compared  with  59,071,458 
pounds  valued  at  $3,958,835. 
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UES  OF  Tme  AiCTiVRTnA-g  XEECXABT  waww* 

Beturns  to  the  Bureau  of  Navigation  show  that  on  June  30,  1915, 
the  26,701  merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States  documented  for  for- 
eign or  domestic  trade  were  manned  by  152^33  ofiicers  and  nwn, 
excluding  masters.  In  addition  1,556  yachts  vere  manned  by  7^531 
men,  excluding  masters.  The  combined  total  is  159,664,  to  which 
may  be  added  'iS^^l  masters,  making  a  grand  total  of  187,^1  offi- 
cers and  men  for  28,257  documented  merchant  vessels  and  yachts, 
aggregating  8,487,3111  gross  tons. 

For  comparison  the  merchant  ships  of  Great  Britain  in  1913,  ag- 
gregating 19,100,000  grcKS  tons  (excluding  British  cf^onies)  were 
manned  by  292,057  ofiicers  and  men,  inciudmg  masters.  In  1913  the 
German  merchant  fleet,  aggregating  5,428^75  groea  tons,  was  manned 
by  91,169  masters,  officers,  ana  men. 

StatittiUis  of  Temls  ud  Cnwi. 

The  number  of  vessels  and  crews  (excluding  masters)  on  all  doca> 
mented  mei-chant  vessels  and  yachts  of  the  United  States  on  June  30, 
1915,  was  as  follows: 


AUflUur. 

TotaL 

V«tS«l3. 

Cnm. 

V«iMto. 

(  IMF. 

V«anl3. 

Ciwr. 

Qmw. 

Hsrchant  wnrls: 

l,17H 
45 

10,507 
41,041 

m 

230 

73i 

t,2Kl 
2i,ar.i 
1,440 

4,?82 
4,  !.<» 

8,m 

H.aar 

57.W7 
19.501 
4,954 

s,mo 
»,9n3 

8,  soft 
4,8X7 

26,  MS 
«B,7ia 
31.4U 
4,9H 

Total  

Yachts: 

2,5W 

S2.m 

2,  .168 

X3.782 

21,&4« 

7fi,2S3 

26.701 

132.133 

112 
917 
575 

734 
1,M7 

17 
75 
140 

441 
131 

2Ta 

70 

as 

*-5 

247 
492 
1,2SS 
47 

199 
308 
l,n24 
25 

1.(07 
3,430 
3,031 
47 

694 

S.WH 

232 

4G3 

2,074 

1,U8 

7,sn 

•  This  lotAi  e  nbrirm  a,I  iiiir1<T<;ei1  v«h.<'»:s  without  ra^ri  lollte  w&tws  on  wfalcll  0»f  m,vifptti 
i  Tbts  totiU  •.nbrocei  ali  hou^aboUa  wilUout  nsini  to  tlie  wat«rs  aa  wbloh  Ontj  nvlptta. 


HAHCHESTE&  SHXF-CAN AI  BmSEHSS. 

[CoBsal  Ro89  E.  Holndaj,  Uanclimter,  BmilaBd,  Feb.  14.] 

At  a  meeting  held  on  February  11  the  directors  of  The  Manchestv 
Ship  Canal  Co.  decided  to  recommend  the  following  dividend  to 
the  annual  general  meeting  of  the  company,  to  be  held  February  29: 

Thr<>e  niid  one-half  per  cent  on  the  Slanchester  Corporation  Ship  Canal  pref- 
erence stiwk. 

Seventj-tbree  cents  per  stinre  (11  per  cent)  on  the  $48.66  {ireference  shares. 
TIilrtj'-Kix  ceiitR  per  sliare  (1  per  cent)  on  the  $48.06  ortliimry  dtarca. 

This  is  the  first  diWdend  paid  out  of  the  profits  earned  by  the 
watenvay  to  the  ordinary  shareholders  since  the  canal  was  opened 
for  traffic  in  1894,  In  that  year  the  traffic  through  the  canal 
amounted  to  925,059  long  tons.  The  total  for  1914  was  5,424,732 
tons,  and  it  is  estimated  that  over  6,000,000  tons  passed  throng  ia 
1915.  The  traffic  returns  for  1915  amounted  to  $3,698^,  an  incnMe 
of  $505^30  over  the  previous  year. 
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COKKERCIAL  H0IE8  7B0K  SPAIN. 

f  CommeKlsl  Attacbtf  C  W.  A.  Vedlti,  Uadrld,  Feb.  11.] 
Vftper  and  Vrnlt  Situtlom. 

The  shortage  of  paper  in  Spain  and  the  prevailing  high  prices, 
especially  of  news-print  paper,  are  engaging  the  serious  attention  of 
the  Government.  At  a  meeting  held  February  10  a  committee  of 
owners  of  periodicals  and  manufacturers  of  paper  discussed  ways 
and  means  to  encourage  pulp  imports  from  abroad,  especially  from 
Canada^  and  it  was  announced  that  the  Spanish  Cia.  Trasatlantica 
had  indicated  its  willingness  to  cooperate  in  the  solution  of  the  trans- 
portation problem.  The  Government  is  being  urged  to  remove  the 
import  duties  on  pulp  for  the  manufacture  of  paper  and  to  prohibit 
the  exportation  of  manufactured  paper.  American  manufacturers 
of  paper,  especially  news-print  paper,  might  find  it  worth  while  to 
watch  the  situation  in  Spam  with  a  view  to  exportation. 

ITie  British  embargo  on  imports  of  fruit  has  caused  grave  concern 
among  the  orange  growers  of  Spain,  who  in  normal  times  export 
large  quunLities  of  oranges  to  Great  Britain.  'Ihus,  in  1913,  Spain 
exported  nearly  570,000  tons  of  oranges,  of  which  over  240,000  tons 
went  to  Great  Britain.  Of  the  quantity  exported  to  Great  Britain 
in  that  year  less  than  one-fifth  was  carried  in  Spanish  bottums. 
Last  yearns  crop  of  Spanish  oranges  was  imnsually  large  nnd  part  of 
it  found  no  market.  To  avoid  an  even  greater  disaster  this  year 
through  the  loss  of  the  Britisli  market,  it  is  proposed  to  send  a  com- 
mission of  representative  orange  growers  to  confer  with  the  Spanish 
and  British  authorities,  and,  if  possible,  induce  the  British  Govern- 
ment to  lift  the  embargo  on  Spanish  oranges. 


WOHEN  nr  LEEDS  BOOT  AKD  SHOE  FACTORIES. 

(CoDBul  Homer  M.  BjIngtoQ,  Leeds,  England,  Feb.  14.] 

At  a  conference  of  the  Leeds  boot  and  shoe  manufacturers  and 
repi-escntatives  of  the  operatives'  union  held  on  February  11,  1916, 
the  following  resolutions  were  passed : 

Tliat  the  employment  of  female  labor  during  the  period  of  the  war  Is  hereby 
agreed  to,  on  the  understanding  that  each  female  operative  shall  be  engaged 
In  consultation  with  the  president  of  the  operaUves*  union,  and  that  each  shall 
sign  for  service  In  a  factory  for  the  diirntion  of  tlie  war.  That  preference  be 
given  to  students  from  the  technical  school.  That  the  females  engaged  shall, 
during  the  first  month  In  the  factory,  work  on  day  wages  rate,  the  same  to  bs 
flxeil  by  the  hoard  of  arbitration.  At  the  expiration  of  the  month  their  re- 
muneration shall  be  calculated  on  piecework  rates. 

It  appears  that  the  civilian  branch  of  the  trade  has  suffered  fi'ora 
a  shortage  of  operatives  due  to  the  number  of  men  otherwise  em- 
ployed, so  that  it  is  proposed  to  supply  the  deficiency  by  engaging 
women  on  work  which  they  have  hitherto  not  touched.  AVoinen 
have  already  been  employed  lor  sewing  boot  "  uppers,"  but  men  have 
monopolized  the  work  or '-clicking,  closing,  stitching,  and  finishing." 
This  work  is  taught  by  the  Central  Technical  School,  and  for  soma 
time  past  a  class  of  36  women  has  been  taking  this  course. 

Zinc  concentrates  to  the  value  of  $2,847,142  were  invoiced  at  the 
American  considnr  agency  at  Adelaide,  South  Australia,  for  the 
United  States  during  1915. 
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TrSEFULHISS  OF  IXTSBJrA7I0SAIr  BSTLT-COITPOirS. 

Nearly  everyone  at  times  desires  to  prepay  the  postage  on  letters 
from  abroad,  but  the  ease  with  which  this  may  be  accomplished  by 
means  of  an  intematinrtal  reply-cnnpon  is  not  ao  widely  Imown  nor 
80  thoroughly  appreciated  by  the  general  public  as  periiaps  it  sbonld 
be.  These  coupons  may  be  purchased  at  any  United  Stfttes  post  office 
for  6  cents  each  and  are  exchangeable  by  one's  foreien  correspondcnti 
for  postage  stamps  of  their  own  conntry  to  the  raliie  of  S  cents  tat 
each  coupon,  these  stam|:>s  to  be  nsed  for  reply  postage.  The  coun- 
tries with  which  international  reply-conpons  are  exchanged  are  listed 
in  the  United  States  Official  Fost&I  Guide  and  are  st  present  ac 
follows: 

Argentine  Republic. 

Au^rlfl  ami  the  Austrian  peat  ofllces  In  the  Levant. 

ItelKiuni. 

Ikmn  ia-UerzegovlUft. 

Brazil. 

Biilimrla. 

Clille. 

Cliosen  (Korea). 
Gtmta  Rica. 
Crete. 

Oiihn. 

r>enmarlc,  Indtidln?  Oreenlnnd,  tcelnnd,  and  tlw  Taroe  Islands;  tlw  Santtll 

"West  Indies. 

Vrnnce,  the  Frenoh  post  offiwg  in  China,  Morocco,  ami  Turkey ;  the  TreaA 
cohitiW's  of  Aicerlii.  n!ihomp.¥,  Omulehmpe,  and  dejiemleiMies,  Giltana  (French), 
Guinea  (French),  In<hF-(;hinn,  Ivttry  Const,  Martinique,  Matirerania,  Ne*  Cale- 
donia, Oceania,  St.  I'lerre-Mlquelon,  Senegal,  Sraegal-Nl^;  Vreaxit  esfabHab- 
nieiitH  In  India. 

Oerniniiy,  the  Oernmn  protectorates  and  Germaa  post  offices  In  Africa,  Asia, 
Austrnhifln.  and  Tnrbey. 

Greiit  Itritiilii.  British  post  ofil'^  fn  Morocco  ami  Turkey;  British  colonies 
of  AuKtriilln,  Bnhiiiniis,  He<'Iiuiinalanit.  Caimda,  Cape  of  fJood  Hope,  Ceylon, 
0»ok  Islandu,  r>onilnica,  Knst  Africa,  Gfhraltnr,  Gold  Coa*»t.  Honduras 
(British),  H(inuk(»nf;.  and  British  poftt  offices  tn  China,  Imlla,  Labnan.  Mairi, 
Mauritius,  Natal,  Newfuundland,  New  ZenlamI,  I'npua  (New  Oulnefl>.  Sey- 
chelles, Sierra  T.eone,  Sotnalliand,  Southern  Ni}:erta,  Southern  Rhodesia,  Straits 
8ettieinents,  Tasnninifl,  Trnnsvnal,  Trinidad,  Uftanda,  Zozuland;  Brltlidi  pro- 
tectorates of  tlie  SoI<Maoa,  Gilbert,  and  Ellice  lalands. 

Greece. 

Haiti. 

Honduras  (Reirabllc  of). 

Hniijtary, 

Italy  and  Ttnlian  colonies  In  Benadfr  and  Erythree  (Eritrea), 

Jaiinn  and  Japanese  post  olDces  In  China  and  Mancinirta. 

J.ilHTia. 

I.UKt'inlnirg. 

Mexico. 

Ketlieriftnds,  Netberlnnds  Gntana,  the  Keth^tanda  Indl«, 

Nor^vny. 

I'anaina  (IlcpHhlic  of). 

I'di-ttiiad ;  I'ortujjuese  ctrfonies  of  Angola,  Azores,  Madeira,  and  McaaaiM^t. 

Kan  ma  Ilia. 

Salvador. 

Siain. 

Spain. 

Sweilen. 

j^witKcrland. 

Tnnla. 

Turkey. 
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Individuals  and  business  concerns  using  the  reply  coupon  should 
instruct  their  correspondents  abroad  that  it  is  not  itself  goo(I  for 
postage,  but  must  be  exchanged  at  the  foreign  post  ofHce  for  a  postage 
stamp.  Any  postmaster  in  the  United  States  wiU  provide  himself 
with  international  reply  coupons  upon  request,  if  ho  does  not  already 
carry  them  in  stock. 

FACniTATE  POTATO  SHIFUEirrS  PEOU  CANADA. 

An  understanding  which  has  been  reached  between  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  Canadian  Government 
facilitates  the  shipment  of  potatoes  into  this  country.  They  will  be 
exempted  from  the  requirement  of  inspection  and  certification  be- 
fore shipment,  which  still  applies  to  European  potatoes. 

The  Secretary  of  Agriculture  has  authorized  the  granting  of  per- 
mits to  import  from  Canada,  subject  to  the  new  regulations  which 
became  effective  January  1^  and  the  Canadian  Government  has  offi- 
cially accepted  the  conditions  and  issued  an  order  that  potatoes 
offered  for  export  to  the  United  States  must  be  free  from  injurious 
diseases  and  insect  pests.  The  potatoes  will,  however,  be  inspected 
on  arrival  in  the  United  States,  and  entry  will  be  refused  to  any 
shipment  badly  infested  with  disease,  even  though  the  disease  is  one 
which  may  already  occur  in  the  United  States,  such  as  common  scab, 
dry  rot,  powdery  scab,  Fusorium  wilt,  and  black  leg.  A  negligible 
percentage  of  these  common  diseases  will  not  bar  admission. 

Persons  desiring  to  import  from  Canada  must  apply  to  the  Federal 
Horticultural  Board,  at  AVashington,  for  a  permit,  stating  the  name 
and  address  of  the  exporter,  the  locality  where  grown,  the  port  of 
departure  (or  port  of  consular  invoice),  the  proposed  port  oi  entry, 
and  the  name  and  address  of  the  importer  in  the  United  States  to 
whom  the  permit  should  be  sent,  ohould  it  prove  tliat  Canadian 
shippers  are  not  complying  with  the  regulation  of  the  Dominion 
Government,  the  permit  of  the  offending  shipper  may  be  revoked. 
American  shippers  are  urged  also  to  see  to  it  that  only  clean  potatoes 
are  offered  for  export  to  Canada. 


CENSUS  OF  ABGENTINA. 

The  national  census  commission  of  Argentina  has  presented  to  the 
Ministry  of  the  Interior  a  report  on  the  coiisus  which  was  commenced 
in  June,  1914.  The  work  will  appear  in  nine  volumes,  according  to 
a  note  in  the  Biver  Plate  Review,  and  the  commission  hopes  to  have 
it  ready  for  distribution  by  Independence  Day  (July  9)  of  this 
year.  In  addition  to  the  population  tables,  the  work  will  embrace 
an  agricultural  and  live  stock  census,  commerce  statistics  and  state 
property  census,  studies  on  Argentine  industries,  including  special 
articles  on  mining,  sugar,  fruit,  wine,  milling,  weaving,  distilleries, 
breweries,  packing  houses,  gas  and  electrical  companies,  paper  and 
chemical  factories,  and  supplementary  statistics  of  st)ciological  in- 
terest. Transportation  facilities,  humanitarian  institutions,  and 
places  of  amusement  will  also  be  treated.  The  work  will  contain 
illustrations,  and  will  be  accompanied  by  a  specially  prepare<l  map 
of  Argentina. 
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PH0I06BAPEIC  GOODS  IS  MEXICO  AHD  COSIA  BICA. 

Reports  Iiave  been  received  from  Consul  Wilbert  L.  Bonney,  at 
San  Luis  Potosi,  Mexico,  and  Consul  Samuel  T.  Lee,  at  San  Jose, 
Costa  Kica,  regarding  the  markets  for  photographic  materials  in  the 
respective  countries. 

In  the  Mexican  report  it  is  stated  that,  while  the  deliveries  of  im- 
ported goods  of  this  nature  are  difficult  atpresent,  the  market  war- 
ranted a  trip  recently  by  one  person  to  Texas  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing;  back  a  6up[)ly  in  hand  lu^age.  The  official  statistics  of 
Costa  Rica  show  an  importation  or¥10,000  worth  of  photographic 
apparatus  and  supplies  during  the  calendar  year  1914,  including  the 
smaller  portable  cameras,  printing  paper,  and  card  mounts,  but  noi 
including  chemicals.  Of  the  total  importation,  the  United  States 
furnished  $7,000  worth,  Germany  $1,000,  Great  Britain  $800,  and 
France  $600. 

Methods  of  BUpment,  Terms,  and  CoFT«tpoa<«Boc. 

The  steamship  route  furnishing  most  direct  connection  with  San 
Luis  Potosi  is  the  Ward  Line  sen'ice  from  New  York  to  Tampico. 
The  best  route  for  shipment  of  plates  to  San  Luis  Potosi  would  be 
by  rail  through  Eagle  Pass  or  Laredo,  as  they  would  not  be  exposed 
to  salt  air  and  dampness. 

If  the  Mexican  purehaser  was  in  good  standing,  European  houses 
generally  allowed  six  months  for  payment.  At  present  cash  with 
order  is  the  rule.  The  buyers  pay  all  freight  and  steamship  charges. 
This  class  of  goods  formerly  received  from  Europe  came  in  zmc- 
lined  cases,  packing  expense  includetl  in  the  cost  to  buyers. 

The  language  of  the  San  Luis  Potosi  district  is  Spanish.  In  treat- 
ing of  photogr^hic  materials,  the  standard  list  of  sizes  is  the  same 
as  used  in  the  United  States. 

In  the  Costa  Rica  trade,  f.  o.  b.  New  York  prices  are  well  under- 
stood, and  some  of  the  leading  importers  have  current  accounts  with 
exporters  from  the  Ignited  States.  There  is  considerable  cash  trad- 
ing, however,  and  a  large  share  of  this  merchandise  is  brought  in  by 
])arcel  post.  American  standard  lists  in  Spanish  are  well  under- 
stood. 

Should  Famish  Samplei  to  Importers. 

Exporters  from  the  United  States  desiring  to  enter  the  Costa 
Kican  market  should  furnish  samples  of  accessories  by  mail  to  Uie 
leading  imnortei*s,  and  give  the  lowest  prices  and  best  terms  at  once. 
Corresponaence  and  descriptive  literature  in  Spanish  is  recom- 
mended, and  for  samples  of  small  size  and  \'alue  the  ordinary  mail 
is  pi-eferable  to  parcel  post. 

lIAfts  of  dcslera  In  ))botuirmpblc  goodi  In  San  Jo6$,  Costa  Rlcn.  and  San 
Luitt  I'utosl,  Mexico,  niny  bo  oUtiiincd  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  DouMatlc 
Couiiuerce  or  its  district  offices.   Refer  to  file  Ho.  73430.] 


ITie  annua!  report  of  the  Panama  Association  of  Commerce,  which 
is  printed  in  Spanish  and  English,  has  been  received  from  the  Ameri- 
can Legation  in  Panama,  and  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices.  jE(efer  to  file 
Na  78204. 
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BBXTZSH  OOLF  BALUB  FOB  AlEEBICAIT  XABKET. 

[TIce  CiKiBal  IlamlltoQ  C  Clalboroe,  Swansea,  Wales.  Feb.  21.] 

The  expiration  on  April  11,  1916,  of  the  Haskell  patent  for  the 
manufacture  of  golf  balls  in  the  United  Stntes  is  regarded  as  an 
opportune  time  for  an  invasion  of  American  markete  by  British 
manufacturers  of  golf  balls,  whose  trade  has  recently  suffered  by 
reason  of  the  war. 

Under  date  of  February  19,  1916,  the  London  Daily  Mail  prints 
the  following: 

British  golf-ball  manufacturers,  hard  liit  by  the  war,  sre  to  make  a  deter- 
mined effort  to  capture  a  share  of  the  Ainerlcnn  market.  The  attempt  Is  mnilo 
possible  by  the  expiry  on  April  11  of  the  Haskell  jKitent,  under  which  golf 
balls  are  manufactured  in  the  United  States. 

The  Haskell  patent,  which  killed  the  gutty  ball,  was  not  recognized  by  the 
English  law  courts,  but  was  declared  valid  in  America,  thus  keeping  tbe  ever- 
Improving  British  halls  out  of  that  country. 

After  April  11  the  market  will  be  open,  subject  to  the  payment  of  a  duty 
of  10  per  cent  on  rubber  goo<ls,  which  nill  work  out  at  about  Sd.  (G  cents)  a 
ball.  Cheaper  labor  here  will  compensate  for  that,  and  10  lending  British 
firms  arc  sending  representatives  to  the  United  States  or  apimlnting  ngenta  to 
prejmre  the  way  tor  the  invasion. 


nrCBEASED  DEMAND  FOIt  CANADIAN  ASBESTOS. 

[CoD6ul  Felix  8.  6.  Jobnaen,  KJof^toD,  Caoada,  Mar.  4.] 

Before  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war  over  50  per  cent  of 
Canada's  asbestos  was  shipped  to  Germany  and  Austria.  When 
war-  broke  out  the  two  big  asbestos  corporations  doing  business  in 
Canada  found  matters  almost  at  a  standstill.  In  a  surprisingly  short 
time  they  found  a  new  and  larger  market  for  their  entire  output, 
with  the  result  that  the  sales  of  the  Asbestos  Corporation  of  Canada 
increased  12^  per  cent  over  those  of  1914,  while  the  Black  I^ke 
Asbestos  Co.  turned  a  deficit  of  $32,000  in  1914  into  a  profit  of 
$20,000. 

Prior  to  the  war  asbestos  was  used  largely  for  industrial  pur- 
poses, such  as  the  making  of  shingles,  fireproof  boards,  fireproof  cur- 
tains for  theaters,  covering  for  machinery,  etc.  To-day  Canadian 
asbestos  is  finding  a  market  in  Great  Britain,  where  it  is  being  used 
as  packing,  for  the  covering  of  boilers  and  piping  in  the  new  ships 
built,  and  for  other  purposes. 


BIVEB  STEAMEE  CONCESSIONS  IN  BRAZIL. 

.  The  goremment  of  the  State  of  Amazonas  in  Brazil  has  promul- 
gated a  law  providing  that  navigating  companies  which  may  be 
organized  to  operate  at  least  five  different  lines  of  boats  on  the  prin- 
cipal rivers  of  that  State  shall  be  exempt  from  all  State  taxes  for 
20  years.  This  law  further  provides,  according  to  the  text  published 
in  £1  Peruano,  that  the  Executive  shall  subscribe  for  shares  in  the 
navi^tion  company  to  the  amount  of  100,000  milreis  (about  $1^2,000). 
A  reduction  of  40  per  cent  from  the  regular  rates  shall  be  made  in 
the  transportation  over  State  property  of  material  and  employees 
for  the  navigation  company.  The  freight  and  passenger  rates  of  the 
new  company  shall  be  submitted  annually  for  tbe  approval  of  the 
State  government. 
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msH  SEimn)  fob  amebicah  goods. 

[Consal  Wealer  Ftoat,  Cork  (QueeDvtomi),  Feb.  14.] 

American  goods  are  being  sold  in  the  south  of  Ireland  in  larger 
quantities  than  ever  before,  and  American  commercial  travelers 
report  that  they  can  book  almost  unlimited  orders  if  the  freight 
situation  permits  them  to  offer  reasonable  prices. 

Tlie  London  branch  of  a  great  American  firm  recently  sent  a 
traveler  to  Ireland  for  a  four-day  trial  trip.  The  traveler  found  it 
profitable  to  remain  five  weeks  and  is  planning  to  maka  two  return 
trips  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  volume  of  American  traffic  here  would  be  doubled  or  trebled 
were  it  not  for  the  prohibitive  freight  rates.  A  firm  which  imported 
hog  hair  two  months  ago  at  a  freight  of  $2  per  100  pounds  has  now 
to  pay  87  cents  per  cubic  foot,  and  consequently  has  discontinued  its 
American  business  until  freights  moderate. 
Artielei  Veeded  In  Ireland. 

All  kinds  of  hardware,  tools,  nails,  glass,  glassware,  farm  ma- 
chinery, knit  goods,  slice  laces,  toys,  and  department-store  sundries 
are  needed  here.  On  the  other  hand,  certain  American  goods  are  not 
found  siiiable  by  some  firms.  Among  these  are  light  cotton  under- 
wear, women's  fancy  combs,  fancy  buttons,  good  quality  dolls,  etc. 
Other  American  firms  might  be  able  to  quote  lower  or  offer  better 
qualities  in  these  goods;  in  fact,  American  fancy  buttons  are  here  to 
some  extent.  Underwear  should  be  of  rather  heavy  weight,  as  there 
is  never  warm  weather  in  the  south  of  Ireland.  The  women's  fancy 
combs  come  from  France. 

The  best  way  to  get  a  foothold  in  this  market  is  through  a  personal 
representative,  since  so  many  traveling  men  visit  Irish  deRlers  tliat 
the  hitter  have  a  wide  range  of  choice  without  buying  from  cat- 
alogues. Catalof^ues  should  be  accompanied  by  samples  where  pos- 
sible, and  quotations  made  c.  i.  f.  Liverpool  or  Cork.  New  Yoric 
quotations  are  of  little  significance  now. 


FOaEST  WEALTH.  OP  MOROCCO. 

The  preservation  and  eKploitation  of  the  forests  in  the  Frwich 
zone  of  Morocco  are  in  the  charge  of  a  special  governmental  depart- 
ment, wliicli  has  given  particular  attention  during  recent  years  to 
the  working  of  the  cork  forests  of  Mamora.  These  cover  more  than 
500  stjiuire  miles  between  Ral)at  and  Mcquinez.  The  bark  is  har- 
vested by  natives  under  the  supervision  of  foresters  brought  out  from 
France.  It  is  expected,  states  the  Board  of  Trade  Journal,  thiU;  this 
forest  alone  will  produce  a  revenue  of  scMne  $800,000  within  5  <»"  6 
yeai-3.  There  are  a  number  of  other  smaller  cork-oak  areas  in  the 
region,  and  in  other  districts  there  are  valuable  stands  of  thuya, 
cedar,  oak,  pine,  maple,  junijier,  yew,  and  argan  (ironwood).  Some 
of  these  are  of  great  extent  and  contain  magnificent  trees,  more 
especially  cedars  and  oaks. 


The  records  of  the  Ameriran  consnlnte  at  Grenoble,  France,  show 
shipments  of  women's  gloves  to  the  Pnited  States  dnrii^  1916  to  the 
value  of  $1,168,319,  compared  with  $1,875,185  for  1914. 
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[Cosaul  General  O.  Ble  Bavndal,  Constantlttople,  Jan.  R.l 

The  first  automobile  was  ee«n  in  Constantinople  in  1008 — a  small 
8-9  horaepower  one-cylinder  French  car  that  had  great  difficulty  in 
traveling  over  the  narrow,  encumbered,  ill-paved  streets  of  the  Otto- 
man capital  and  could  not  venture  on  any  road  outside  the  city.  Con- 
ditions have  steadily  improved  since  then.  Following  the  example 
of  the  Constantinople  municipality,  all  the  larger  towns  of  the  Em- 
pire adopted  a  program  of  public  improvements.  Streets  were  wid- 
ened, paved,  and  extended,  while  the  Central  Government  let  large 
contracts  for  the  building  of  public  highwavs.  With  better  driving 
possibilities,  better  cars  were  imported,  and  to-day  the  most  up-to- 
date  type  of  motor  vehicles  can  be  seen  on  the  streets  of  Constanti- 
nople. Still,  their  number  is  insignificant  compared  with  what  it 
certainly  will  be  in  the  near  future. 

That  motoring  in  Turkey  is  yet  in  its  infancy  is  shown  by  the 
absence  of  effective  municipal  regulations  relative  to  number  plates, 
speed,  lights,  etc.,  and  by  tne  lack  of  skilled  chauffeurs.  At  present 
a  yearly  tax  of  about  $30  is  collected  on  each  pleasure  car.  It  is 
understood,  however,  that  a  new  schedule  of  taxation  based  on 
horsepower  is  being  elaborated,  and  the  large  number  of  men  trained 
in  the  military  automobile  school  since  the  beginning  of  the  war 
will  raise  the  average  of  efficiency  among  chauffeurs  to  a  higher 
level. 

Garages  in  Constantinople  are  far  in  advance  of  motoring.  There 
are  several  well-equipped  garages,  able  to  hold  many  more  cars 
than  they  do.  The  builders  anticipated  a  considerable  growth  and 
developments  have  more  than  justified  their  hopes  and  predictions. 
It  is  now  conceded  that,  no  matter  what  the  issue  of  the  present  war 
mav  be,  Turkey  will  bcjgin  reaping  the  benefits  of  its  natural  riches 
and  the  automobile  business  will  nourish. 

Cwditlm*  in  TorfEcy  Besemble  Those  la  Valted  Btatea. 

In  examining  the  possibilities  of  success  of  the  American  auto- 
mobiles in  Turkey  one  is  struck  by  the  analogy  existing  between 
conditions  in  the  two  countries  in  regard  to  the  motor  trade.  Turkey, 
like  the  United  States,  possesses  a  variety  of  natural  peculiarities 
from  the  high,  amow-covered  mountains  to  the  endless  desert,  and  the 
problems  which  the  American  manufacturers  had  to  solve  in  order 
to  mah%  their  cars  cross-country  vehicles  also  confront  the  auto- 
mobile man  in  Turkey.  Both  the  United  States  and  Turkey  poetess 
deposits  of  mineral  oil,  which  are  a  great  incentive  to  motoring. 
America  has  been  the  first  country  to.  turn  out  medium  and  low 
priced  c&rs  on  a  large  seal?;  and  although  the  causes  underlying  this 
tendency  are  totally  different  from  the  reasons  why  the  Turkidi 
market  demands  a  low-priced  car,  in  practice  the  results  are 
identical. 

By  reason  of  their  huge  outputs  and  the  resulting  low  priora, 
American  factories  are  in  position  to  become  Turkey^  chief  auto- 
owbiie  suppliers  when  conditions  again  permit  the  wafi^ng  of  am 
active  trade  campaign.  However,  they  should  lose  no  time  in  be- 
ginning preparations.  The  automobile  trade  in  Turkey  is  practically 
new,  and  the  present  invasion  of  South  American  markets  by  Amen- 
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can  exporters  has  shown  the  latter  how  tedious  a  task  it  is  to  wrest 
from  Europe  a  trade  it  has  established. 

On  account  of  the  relative  backwardness  of  the  people  in  auto- 
mobile matters  Turkey's  needs  on  this  score  have  not  shaped  them- 
selves into  any  definite  form  or  direction.  Tlie  martet  demands  one 
thing  to-dny  and  is  apt  to  prefer  something  else  to-morrov.  There- 
fore, in  order  to  obtam  a  correct  idea  of  conditions,  the  obsenrations 
that  follow  should  be  rea4  in  tlie  light  of  this  constant  evolution. 

Types  That  Are  Familiar. 

When  the  first  automobiles  were  sold  the  buyer  paid  attention  to 
appearance  and  low  price  exclusively.  He  ignored  the  construction 
and  thought  that  all  cars  had  to  run  equally  well.  Little  by  little  he 
found  out  the  points  that  did  not  suit  him.  So,  for  instance,  he 
does  not  want  a  leather-faced  cone  clutch.  Their  mechanical  knowl- 
edge being  scant,  chauffeurs  dislike  features  that  may  require  the 
replacing  of  worn-out  parts  like  the  leather  face.  They  prefer  the 
multiple-disk  clutch.  They  know  the  Bosch  high-tension  magneto 
svstem  and  favor  it  at  the  expense  of  other  good  systems  and  makes. 
The  popular  carburetors  are  the  Zenith  and  Claudel,  both  of 
French  manufacture  and  of  the  metal-float  system.  In  view  of  the 
important  part  carburization  plays  in  the  proper  running  of  auto- 
mobiles one  may  imagine  how  easily  the  motor  ma.y  be  blamed  for 
defects  due  to  a  faulty  handling  of  the  carburetor  if  the  system  is 
not  known  to  the  driver,  and  this  also  applies  to  other  parte  of  the 
mechanism. 

Such  was  the  experience  with  a  number  of  American  cars  which 
were  in  operation  for  a  few  months  and  then  ceased  to  ^ive  satisfac- 
tion. It  was  claimed  tbat  the  carburetor  and  the  ignition  system 
were  too  complicated  and  of  a  type  not  known  here,  and  further  that 
the  design  oi  the  body  was  not  elaborate  enough,  and  that  several 

farts,  like  gears,  valves,  and  springs,  were  wearmg  out  very  quickly, 
f  the  agent  is  not  in  position  to  keep_  a  stock  of  spare  parts  on 
reasonable  terms,  because  the  factory  will  not  deviate  from  its  cus- 
tom, it  is  easily  perceived  how  such  a  representative  ia  handicapped 
in  selling  cars.  Service  after  the  sale  (i.  e.,  advice  and  help  by  the 
dealer)  is  of  capital  importance  and  is  expected  by  the  buyer. 

Up  to  the  present  vertical  four-cylinder  motors  cast  en  bloc  have 
given  better  satisfaction  than  six-cylinder  motors.  The  latter,  being 
Heavier  and  more  intricate,  require  a  degree  of  skill  that  is  larking 
among  native  chauflfeurs.  Right  drive,  with  side  control,  as  found 
in  European  cars,  is  regarded  as  essential. 
Beqnlrements  of  tbe  Kativfl  Buyer. 

As  alreadi?  mentioned  both  city  streets  and  country  roads  are  sus- 
ceptible of  improvement.  The  paving  in  Constantinople  consists 
either  of  cobblestones  or  of  macadam,  considerably  in  need  of  re- 
pairs. Asphalt  is  confined  to  the  sidewalks  pending  completion  of 
the  sewer  system  and  the  electric  and  gas  installations.  Constanti- 
nople, with  its  steep  hills,  requires  not  only -an  engine  with  enough 
reserve  power  but  also  a  powerful  rear  structure  to  pnll  the  car.  A 
native  buyer  will  seldom  inquire  into  the  type  of  transmission  box, 
but  will  firmly  insi?t  on  shaft  drive  for  better  appearance.  He  re- 
quires, although  he  may  not  ask  for  them,  high-grade  transmission 
geai^  when  of  the  selective  sliding  tyiw,  a  very  strong  rear  axle,  and 
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ii  rigid  chusis.  Brakes  acting  on  loetal  partSf  like  the  ^aft,  will  be 
velcoone  ae  they  elimi^te  the  trouble  and  ex-peose  of  replacing  the 
druBa  lining  on  rear  wheel  brakes  The  jolting  roads  make  a  tliive- 
point  suepensioD  of  the  mt^r  and  high  clearaooe  imperative,  high 
springs  aind  reasonably  email  wheels  being  popular  for  economy's 
wke.  The  rou^  fai^wajs  tleo  reader  the  £^8  tank  under  the  dnv- 
er*8  seat  necessary. 

Clincher  tiras  and  auxiliary  wheels  are  oomn»Hily  need,  while  de- 
mountable rims  so  far  have  enjoyed  but  scant  suoceas.  It  can  not  be 
doubted,  hovever,  that  tliey  will  cooie  into  favor  as  soon  ae  country 
driving  ie  tal^  up  on  a  larger  scale.  Wl^els  should  be  of  the  usual 
artillery  type.  Bicycle  steel  spokes  are  considered  iees  reastaixt, 
because  they  do  not  look  as  sturdy,  aldiough  they  are  more  dastic 

Concerning  the  body  of  the  car  it  should  be  noted  that  closed 
types,  chiefly  landaulets,  have  been  mainly  in  demand,  torpedo  shape 
being  always  insi^d  upon.  The  color  is  a  rather  important  ques- 
tion, inaanuch  as  some  American  manufacturers  fumi^  their  cars  in 
only  one  or  two  colors  that  suit  the  American  taste.  The  Levantine 
taste  being  different,  and  appearance  playing  an  important  part  in 
the  choice,  it  is  essential  to  offer  a  number  of  colors  to  select  from. 
I7saally  the  pleasure  cars  imported  vary  between  15  and  M  Euro- 
pean horsepower,  the  low-powered  cars  b^ng  more  numerous.  All 
tiiese  <rondition8  must,  however,  be  oonsadered  as  a  stage  in  the  motor 
education  of  the  public  and  will  undergo  continuous  changes. 

Tracks  and  Xot«r  Buies. 

Trucks  are  even  less  advanced  in  ccRnmercial  cirdes  than  pleasure 

cars  are  among  the  general  public  Twenty  to  forty  horaepower 
trucks  of  heavy  structure  with  double  rear  wheels,  solid  tires,  and 
a  simple  engine  under  the  hood  are  preferred.  In  the  way  of  lighter 
cars,  the  Post  Oftice  Departmeiit  operates  in  the  Capital  a  number 
of  18-22  horsepower  mail  wagons.  The  service  has  been  satisfac- 
tory, and  it  is  contemplated  to  increase  the  number  of  vehicles  after 
the  war  and  install  similar  services  in  the  interior.  In  general  it 
may  be  said  that,  outside  of  Government  deliveries  in  Ccvistantinople, 
the  miajority  of  trucks  will  be  sold  for  service  in  the  inteiior,  where 
the  lack  of  railways  will  make  rapid  transit  dependent  on  motor 
vehicles.  As  soon  as  proper  warehouses  are  built  m  Constantinople, 
trucks  will  come  into  geMral  use  also  in  the  Capital.  The  question 
is,  however,  what  effect  the  many  steep  inclines  will  have  in  the  sup- 
planting of  animal  traction.  It  is  generally  conceded  that  motor 
trucks  will  pay  best  for  heavy  hauls  on  li»ig  distance,  i.  e.,  where  the 
excess  of  power  they  can  develop  over  teams  may  be  fully  utilized. 
Constantinople  spreads  along  lengthy  ^ores  and  numerous  hills, 
which  lattei*  are  very  hard  on  horees  in  summer,  and,  further,  thei-e 
are  no  powerful  horses  in  Turkey-  A  team  of  native  Anatolian 
horses  lutuis  about  one-half  ton  only,  so  that  conditions  of  trans- 
portatitm  appear  to  be  highly  favorable  to  mechanical  tractitm. 

While  proper  taxicab  service  is  lacking  in  Constantinople  the  local 
autc^UB  company  up  to  the  beginning  ot  the  war  seemed  to  be  mak- 
ing progress  in  spitt  of  financial  difficulties.  Seven  up-to-date  Brit- 
ish 60-horsepower  busses,  wi^  a  seating  capacity  of  16  persons  eadi, 
were  put  in  service  early  in  1914.  The  excellent  riding  qualities  of 
their  valvaleis  engines  were  immediately  appreciated,  but  in  the  long 
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run  the  engines  proved  to  be  too  fine  a  mechanism  to  withstand  the 
tampering  of  unskilled  chauffeurs  and  the  jolts  and  jars  on  Uie  poor 
pavement.  Further,  the  automobile  trade  here  is  not  very  exacting 
in  the  choice  of  gasoline  and  lubricants.  Baum^  64/66°  naphtha  is 
commonly  used,  out  valveless  engines  require  the  finest  grades  in 
order  to  insure  proper  operation  of  the  sleeves.  The  SociptS 
Anonyme  Ottomane  d\\utobii8  de  Constantinople  was  formed  in 
1909  by  native  capital  amounting  to  $13*2,000.  It  is  thought  that  an 
American  gioup  could,  with  comparatively  small  investment,  buy  out 
this  company  and  profitably  combine  a  well-organized  system  of 
motor  busses  and  taxicabs.  The  present  means  of  conveyance  in  the 
city  of  Constantinople,  as  well  as  in  other  towns  in  the  Empire,  are 
inadequate. 

Competitors'  Selling  Policies. 

From  several  inquiries  received  at  this  office,  as  well  as  from  cor- 
respondence local  dealers  hove  had,  it  is  evident  that  in  order  to  do 
business  in  Turkey  and  throughout  the  Levant  American  manufac- 
turers must  modify  their  attitude  with  regard  to  credits.  French 
and  German  dealei-s  send  cai-s  on  consignment  against  proper  guar- 
anties and  allow  several  months'  time  for  payment.  The  Peugeot, 
de  Dion  Bouton.  and  Benz  works  have  done  considerable  busmess 
in  Turkey  by  virtue  of  their  policy  of  accommodation.  Generally 
speaking,  no  car  can  be  sold  fi-om  catalogues.  (A  point  not  to  be  dis- 
re^rded  when  catalogues  are  used  is  the  language  m  which  they  are 
printed.  So  far  French  has  been  indispensable.)  In  the  case  of 
Government  business  the  purchasing  commission  is  boimd  by  an  iron- 
clad rule ;  experts  must  test  the  car  or  the  truck  before  the  particular 
type  is  adopted. 

The  Fiat,  Isotta-Faschini,  and  Bianchi  works  (Italian)  have  pro- 
moted the  Societe  Gen^rale  d^Automobiles  pour  le  Commerce  en 
Orient,  which  company  acts  as  their  agent  The  organization  has 
been  particularly  successful  with  the  Fiat  cars,  among  which  the  Fiat 
"  Zero  "  has  found  the  most  buyers — all  of  whom  are  greatly  pleased 
with  the  low  gas  consumption  of  the  10-15  horsepower  four-cylinder 
motor.  The  niel  and  tire  economy,  combined  with  the  luxurious  ap- 
pearance and  the  comparatively  high  speed  attainable,  won  the  hearts 
of  many  who  did  not  care  to  invest  more  than  $1,430,  the  retail  price 
of  the  car.  The  cost  to  the  dealer  is  about  $850  c.  L  f.  Constantinople. 

New  Import  Daty — Price  of  OasoUne  «nd  OiL 

The  tariff  bill  now  before  the  Ottoman  Parliament  specifies  the  fol- 
lowing import  duty  per  220  pounds  on  motor  vehicles,  to  take  effect 
March  14,  191G:  Commercial  or  agricultural  vehicles,  complete, 
$16.50;  motor  omnibuses,  $30.80;  chassis  of  commercial  and  agricul- 
tural vehicles  or  motor  omnibuses,  $16.50;  tools  and  spare  parts  for 
the  foregoing,  $30;  pleasure  cars — complete  $29.70,  chassis  $15.40, 
tools  and  spare  parts  $39.60.  In  the  average,  these  rates  should  work 
out  to  much  less  tiion  the  present  30  per  cent  ad  valorem  duty. 

The  price  of  motor  spirit  before  tne  war  was  about  ^.75  and  that 
of  lubricating  oil  $T..50  per  10  gallons.  These  prices  are  e^>ected  to 
drop  as  soon  as  the  native  oil  deposits  are  exploited. 

It  is  manifest  that  coming  conditions  in  this  country  are  dis- 
tinctly in  favor  of  the  development  of  the  trade  in  power-propelled 
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vehicles.  The  hardships  of  field  service  will  render  necessary  the 
replacement  of  a  very  large  number  of  motor  cars  and  tmcks  in  all 
belligerent  countries  after  the  war,  so  that  the  French,  German,  Eng- 
lish, and  Italian  industries  will  have  their  hands  full  supplying  f^e 
home  market.  Thus  a  rare  opportunity  for  American  manufacturers 
to  enter  this  field  on  excellent  terms  will  present  itself.  By  reason  of 
their  highly  developed  means  of  production,  the  automobile  factories 
of  the  United  States  should  be  able  to  fully  satisfy  the  needs  of 
Turkey  in  every  respect;  but  in  order  to  be  successful  they  must  first 
of  all  consider  this  market  woith  the  effort  and  then  adopt  the  same 
aggressive  methods  as  have  their  European  competitors. 


EXTEVSIOV  OF  BBAZILIAH  FEOimGTS  FOX  EZPOBT. 

[Vint  Conral  Rtcbnrd  P.  MomMa,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Feb.  7,] 

Since  the  European  markets  have  been  shut  off  by  the  war,  a 
certain  impul&e  has  been  given  here  to  arranging  permanent  outlets 
for  some  Brazilian  products.  American  manufacturers  who  look 
for  raw  materials  may  certainly  often  find  in  Brazil  supplies  whose 
presence  during  normal  times  seemed  to  be  ignored  both  abroad  and 
in  Brazil  itself  This  office  has  just  received  a  communication  from 
a  local  firm  offering  the  following  products:  Mica,  amianth  (earth- 
flax),  rock  crystal,  copal  gum,  graphite,  titanite,  nionazite,  and 
ocher.  In  addition  mining  properties  of  the  following  kinds  are 
offered  for  sale:  Iron,  manganese,  copper,  tungsten,  zircon,  zinc,  lead, 
and  uranium. 

[The  name  of  the  firm  makln);  the  offer  meDtioned  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  offices.  Refer  to  file 
No,  73285.]  

COHMiatCIAL  SCHOOL  IK  TrETTOTTAY. 

The  national  school  of  commerce  of  Uruguay  will  give  a  degree 
of  commercial  expert  to  students  completing  a  four  years'  course  in 
the  following  subjects:  Civil,  maritime,  and  commercial  law,  con- 
sular and  tariff  legislation,  political  economy,  linear  and  industrial 
drawing,  commercial  geography,  finance  and  statistics,  merchandise, 
French  and  English,  stenography  and  typewriting,  mercantile  and 
administrative  accounting.  The  law  providing  for  this  course,  pub- 
lished in  a  recent  number  of  the  Diario  Oficial,  provides  also  for  a 
fifth  year  to  students  desiring  a  longer  course  who  have  taken 
German  and  universal  history  in  their  fourth  ^ear.  The  fifth-year 
studies  are  German,  national  history,  international  public  and  pri- 
vate law  and  treaties,  practice  in  chancellery  and  notarial  work. 
The  profession  of  translator  is  also  added  to  the  school  of  commerce. 


Knnicipal  Improrements  in  South  Africa. 

Public  works  about  to  be  undertaken  at  Graaf  Reinet,  Cope  Prov- 
ince, South  Africa,  will  provide  that  town  with  a  domestic  water 
supply  and  an  electric-lignt  system  and  will  embrace  also  the  erec- 
tion of  washhouses  and  tne  reconstruction  of  streets.  The  carrying 
out  of  the  scheme,  states  the  Board  of  Trade  Journal,  will  involve 
the  expenditure  of  $243,000. 
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FEWEB  FOBEIOK  FIBUS  HT  JAPAITS  GOHHEBCE. 

Prof.  Hidematsu  Tsumare,  of  the  Kobe  (Japan)  Higher  Commer- 
cial School,  in  an  article  in  a  monthly  economic  magazine  in  that 
countnr,  makes  a  comparison  between  the  import  and  export  trade 
carried  on  by  foreign  merchants  in  Japan  and  that  of  Japanese  firms. 

He  says  that  although  in  past  years  much  of  the  foreign  U.  Ae  of 
Japan  was  really  the  trade  with  the  foreign  settlements  and  the  mer- 
chants in  those  settlements  practically  monopolized  Japan''s  foreign 
trade,  the  great  profit  gradually  stimulated  the  Japanese  merchants 
to  undertake  direct  trade.  Important  statements  in  the  article  which 
the  Japan  Advertiser  quotes  are: 

From  every  liiilli-ntlon  It  is  now  a  plain  and  connplcuous  fact  that  the  nmonnt 
of  Import  and  exixtrt  trade  carried  thn>uf;h  the  forplgn  firms  In  Japan  Is  rapidly 
decTtasing  us  a  whole,  with  the  curresixnidliiK  Increase  in  the  amount  of  direct 
trade.  Those  who  have  suffereil  most  among  the  foreign  merchants  are  British, 
Frencli,  and  American  firms,  In  the  order  };iven.  Ax  to  the  Germans  (denlinx 
with  condition  prior  to  the  war),  they  have  been  rather  successful  in  recent 
years.  But  still  Britisli  mercliants  head  the  list  in  tin  amount  of  trade  carried 
on  at  present,  especially  lu  Import  trade. 

IFnmbun  of  Amerleau  and  BritUh  ITnohanged. 

Generally  8i)eaktng,  the  foreign  population  In  Kobe  ts  tncreaalT^,  while  that  in 
Yokohama  Is  temllng  to  decrease.  But  the  Increase  In  Kobe  ts  entirely  due  to 
the  Increase  in  the  Chinese  population,  and  the  number  of  other  nationalities  is 
decreasing.  In  Yokohama,  tlie  Chinese  iM>pu)iition  decreases  and  other  nation- 
alities are  increasing.  As  regards  the  foreigners  other  than  Cliinese,  British 
constitute  (he  greater  nunil)er,  Americans,  Oermana,  and  French  coming  nest 
in  order,  but  tlie  rate  of  Increase  .n  recent  years  ts  most  conspicuous  in  the  case 
of  Germans.  The  numbers  of  British  and  Americana  show  practically  no 
change. 

The  fact  is  emphasized  that  the  war  has  brought  about  a  change, 
both  in  the  amount  of  trade  carried  on  by  foreigners  and  in  their 
numbers.    It  is  probable,  says  the  writer,  that  as  the  number  of 

Japanese  firms  engaged  in  foreign  trade  has  largely  been  increased 
by  the  war,  the  restoration  of  peace  will  see  a  great  change  in  favor 
of  the  Japanese. 

Expansion  la  Credit  Sets  High  Becord. 

The  Japan  Times  says  that  the  expansion  in  credit  for  1915  has 
been  a  rtcord  one,  not  only  in  the  amount  of  bills  exchanged,  but  in 
the  average  value  of  bills  thus  exclianged.  The  only  available  report 
on  this  topic — that  of  the  Tokyo  Bankers'  Clearing  House — sets  the 
number  of  bills  cleared  during  the  year  at  4,057,708,  and  their  com- 
bined value  at  $2,583,530,707.  In  comparison  with  the  preceding  year, 
there  is  a  decrease  by  434  in  the  volume,  but  an  increase  by 
$347,248,276  in  the  value. 

Large  Tolome  of  Transactions  in  Stocks  at  Tokyo. 

Conditions  on  the  Tokyo  Stock  Exchange  during  tlie  past  year 
have  attracted  considerable  attention,  owing  to  the  fluctuation  in  the 
price  of  shares,  some  of  which  have,  during  the  12  months,  doubled 
and  sometimes  trebled.  Lately  transactions  have  been  enormous,  and 
it  has  been  possible  to  hold  only  one  session  daily,  the  morning  session 
on  some  days  continuing  from  9  a.  m.  to  7  p.  m.  The  big  business 
done  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  deliveries  for  December  reached 
the  highest  figure  touched  since  the  exchange  was  opened,  namdy 
^^87,970,  the  previous  highest  number  beirig  262,500. 
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AHEBICAH  OOmiTIAB  OmCXBS  ON  LE&TX  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


KUM. 

Fort. 

tionof 
vamie. 

Address. 

K«ville.  Ed*ta  t,  

Bradlay,  William  Uarrlsoxi.... 

JUwUu,  K.  IC  

Talhot-'u,  Taiwan  

ToguelnlpK.  Hondom 

Iter.  11 

Apr  I 
Apr.  4 

Apr.  36 

lO'^l  ''llDlon  Street,  rbllalclpMB,  Pa. 

We<tX5UiStr«ot,i  Iceland,  uhlo. 
Lentory  i  lub,  7  West  43d  BCraet,  N«v 

York  City. 
(•) 

*  The  Ulnerar;  of  CodsuI  Ijawton  is  aubstaQtlflllr  as  tollowfi :  Sao  Fmncbco,  Mar.  4  to  6 ; 
liM  Aiifcel<>M.  Mar.  6  to  16 ;  CliattaBOOia,  Uar.  22  to  37 ;  Clncbuuitl,  Uar.  20  to  Apr.  15  i 
WariilDSton,  Apr.  17  to  as. 

AaBIOUITUAAI.  EXPERTS  IN  COLOKBXA. 

Contracts  made  by  the  Colombian  Government  with  an  agricul- 
tural expert  of  England  for  two  years'  service  of  teaching  and  con- 
sulting and  with  a  Belgian  agronomist  for  one  year  of  similar 
service,  appear  in  a  recent  numoer  of  the  Diario  Oficial.  An  agri- 
cultural and  veterinary  school  is  to  be  established  in  the  hot  lands  of 
Colombia,  and  expeditions  of  a  scientific  and  practical  nature  will  be 
made.  In  addition  to  conducting  this  work,  the  experts  will  offer 
technical  advice  on  agricultural  subjects  and  render  reports,  which 
will  be  published  by  the  ministry  of  agriculture  and  commerce. 


Gold  in  the  Netherlands  Bank. 

Consul  Frank  W.  Mahin,  at  Amsterdam,  writes  that  Inter  and  more 
specific  information  shows  thnt  Ihe  figures  published  in  Commerce 
Rei-orts  for  Februury  29,  giving  the  amount  of  gold  in  the  Nether- 
lands Bank  vaults,  at  Amsterdam,  were  much  too  low  and  that  since 
January  12  large  accessions  have  been  made  to  the  gold  in  the  vaults 
of  that  bank.  The  total  amount  at  the  end  of  January,  according  to 
the  bank's  official  statement,  was  406,837,150  florins  ($187,ti(>8,534). 
The  amount  when  the  war  began  is  said  to  have  been  161,950,000 
florins  ($65,103,900).   

District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Bew  Torfc,  Boom  400  United  Statei  Castomhottse ;  Boston,  elKhteenth  floor 
Vnlted  States  Gnstomboaie;  Chicago.  304  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis.  402  Third 
Bational  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  621  7oit  Office  Building;  New  Orleans.  1020 
Hlbemia  Bank  Building;  Ban  Francisco,  SOS  United  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
MS  Alaska  Building.  Gooperatire  district  olBcei:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
m«ree;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cineinnatl.  Hew  Orleans  A  Texai 
Baeifle  By.  Co.,  Clneliiiiatl;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commeree;  Detroit,  Board 
of  Commeree;  FhlladelpUa,  Chamber  of  Oommeree;  Soath  Amerleaa  Agent, 
Botttliem  By.  Co.,  Chattano<va,  Tenn. 


Cut  diamonds  to  the  value  of  $1,558,198  were  invoiced  at  the  Amer- 
ican consular  agency  at  Scheveningen,  the  Netherlands,  for  the  United 
States  during  1915,  compared  with  $237,087  worth  for  1914. 
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POBEIGN  TRADE  OFPOBTUJUTXES. 

Henmd  addreswfl  but  be  oblnlned  from  the  Barpaa  sad  Iti  diatriet  Rvqticst 
for  oach  opportnnlty  should  be  oo  a  separate  sheet  and  the  Ue  KVHber  ^tol 

AMtomobil^s,  No.  20390. — Ad  American  conaiilar  offleer  in  Portugal  writes  that 
he  <]esires  to  receive  eatalufnies  fruin  AtiiericuD  umnubiturers  of  motur 
cars  an<l  trucks.  He  states  that  he  bos  rocelvtid  tmnj  Inquiries  for  such 

FWe-flghting  apparatus.  No.  20397. — An  American  con-sular  officer  In  Chile  re- 
ports  a  possible  market  in  his  district  for  fire-flghtliig  apimratua,  particu- 
larly hose  reels.  CiititlogiieH  and  full  Inforniutlun  should  be  forwarded, 
sending  a  copy  also  to  the  American  cooauiate. 

Leather,  No.  20398. — ^A  man  In  Denmark  Informs  an  American  commlar  officer 
that  ho  desires  to  communicate  velth  American  tanneries  and  exporters  of 
leather.  Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

AffricuHural  machinery.  No.  20399. — The  commercial  attache  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce  in  France  reports  thnt  n  man  in  that  country  deslren  to 
receive  cntnlofnien,  prices,  and  full  Information  from  American  mannfttc- 
turers  of  agricultural  mnchinery.  It  la  stated  that  there  Is  a  possible  mar^ 

ket  for  about  1.300  ngrk-ulturnl  traction  engines  on  farms  in  that  country. 

Uetal  /jrHfi/a,  No.  20400. — An  American  consular  ofltcer  In  England  reports  that 
a  firm  In  Ids  district  desires  to  purchase  large  quantities  of  nickel  or  metal 
pencils  similar  to  n  sample  which  may  be  exnudnnl  at  the  Bureau  or  Its 
branch  offices.    (Refer  to  file  No.  72.876.)    Kefereoce  Is  givea. 

Cotton  poods,  etc..  No.  20401. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Venezuela  writes 
that  several  flnnf  in  his  district  desire  to  communicate  with  American 
nianufiK-turers  and  eicporters  of  cotton  gomls,  piece  goods,  and  dry  goods. 
Correspondence  may  be  In  Kngllsh,  but  Spanish  Is  preferred. 

Uostertf.  tvatchcs  and  clocks,  etc..  No.  20402. — ^A  firm  In  East  Africa  Inftirms  an 
American  cimsular  officer  that  it  desires  to  reeeh'e  catalojniea.  price  Ii<<t8, 
and  full  Inforniation  from  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  ho- 
siery, enamel  ware.  Imitation  jewelry,  piece  gooils  of  all  kinds,  household 
scales,  uml)rellas,  walking  stlctcs,  and  watches  and  clocks.  Correspondence 
may  be  In  English. 

Paper  and  tictne.  No.  20403. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Canada  reports 
timt  a  Arm  in  Ids  district  desires  to  he  placed  In  touch  with  AmerlniD 
manufacrurera  ami  exporters  of  all  kinds  of  paper,  Including  kraft,  manlla, 
grease  proof,  parchment,  n*ax,  tissue,  toilet,  and  iiulldlng  paper;  and 
dressetl  and  undressetl  cotton,  and  hemp  and  Jute  twine.  It  Is  stated  that 
the  linn  will  purchase  these  goods  direct.  Refercucj  Is  given. 

/nm  hoops  and  wire.  No.  20404. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Portugal  re- 
ports thnt  a  man  In  his  district  Is  In  the  market  tor  Iron  hoop:  and  wire. 
It  Is  stated  that  cash  will  be  paid  against  documents.  Correspondence  may 
be  in  English. 

Copper  and  lend.  No.  20405. — A  firm  In  Denmark  Informs  an  American  consular 
otiicer  that  It  desires  to  purchase  about  TiO  tons  of  soft  pig  lead,  and  from 
30  to  40  tons  of  copper  In  Ingots  for  casting  purposes.  Correqxmdence  may 
be  in  KngMsh.   Reference  Is  given. 

VermireUi,  cheese,  canned  meats,  etc..  No.  20400. — An  American  consular  officM 
In  India  writes  that  n  nmii  in  his  district  desires  to  lie  placed  in  touch 
with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  vermicelli  and  macaroni, 
clieese,  ham  and  bacon,  and  canned  meats. 

Steel  loire,  No.  20407. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Spain  reports  thnt  a 
firm  In  ids  district  desires  to  purchase  tempered  steel  wire  for  making 
cards  for  carding  wool.  Correspondence  should  be  In  Simnlsh.  References 
are  given. 

WASHixoTo:! :  QonniruaxT  rniiiTtRo  omcs :  int 
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CONTBKTS. 
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Camphor  prioea  rising  In  Japan  B79     Yield  ofV*  Portniiiese  vint^  885 
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Bndford  mills  settta  labor  dispute   963     Foreign  trade  opportunitied  099 

FERTILE  ITELS  FOR  AMERICO  TRADE. 

CoiniEBCE  REPOnra  for  the  9th  instant  carried  two  articles  which 
are  especially  worthy  of  the  thought  of  Amencon  manufacturers  and 
exporters.  One  is  that  entitled  "Cotton  Goods  in  Straits  Sottle- 
menta,"  speaking  of  the  report  just  issued  bearing  that  title  and  writ- 
ten by  Mr.  Halph  M.  Odell,  and  the  other  is  headed  "  Java  Merchants 
Seek  American  Connections,"  and  ^unmarizes  Mr.  Odell's  letter  from 
Soerabaya  of  December  17,  last. 

The  district  with  which  these  two  comraunicati<»i9  deal  is  one  of 
rery  considerable  buying  power  and  highlj  organized  commercially. 
It  is  also  one  which  has  been  quite  tco  much  neglected  by  American 
business.  The  writer  has  personally  traveled  through  the  Straits 
Settlements  and  Java  and  from  bis  expwience  there  ventures  to 
urge  upon  American  expoitera  the  wisdom  of  giving  closer  attention 
to  these  countries. 

There  are  three  commercial  centers  of  importance  in  Java — Bata- 
▼ia,  Sowabaya,  and  Semarang— -and  there  are  two  such  centers  in  the 
Straits  SettlMnents — Sin^poro  and  Penang.  There  ought  to  be 
mneh  more  American  business  d<me  in  these  five  places  than  istiow 
the  case.  Thoughtful  attentaon  to  them  will  be  repaid  in  time  by 
de^rable  business. 

WiixtAM  G.  RBDrratD, 
Secretary  of  Coikineree. 

SPAUr  TO  BEGXriATE  TRAKBPORTATIOir  0?  HECESSARIES. 

[e&blecnun  from  AmerlcSQ  Comaerclnl  Attach^  C.  W.  A.  TcjUtx,  Har:  D.] 

A  Spanish  royal  decree  of  March  8  creates  m  commission  to  regn- 
late  tiie  ocean  transportation  of  necessaries,  especially  wheat  and 
coal..  The  commission  may  regulation  Spanish  shipa  totaling 
100.000  tons,  fix.  height  rates  for  (iiese  impOTts,  and  eetablish  their 
tni^yitwiim  s^Ung  prices  here. 

MT-U  977 
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CHUB  ATTTHOBIZES  AOSJTCIEg  OF  H£W  TOU  BAIK. 

(Amerlcaa  AmbMsador  BeDry  P.  Fletcher,  Santiago,  Jan.  28.1 

By  virtue  of  Executive  Decree  No.  02,  of  January  18, 1916,  promol- 
gflted  in  the  Diario  Oficial  of  January  20,  1916,  the  National  City 
Bank  of  New  York  has  been  authorized  to  e^abU^  agencies  in 
Chile  under  these  conditions: 

1.  The  corporation  shall  publish,  within  80  days  of  the  date  of  the  dfcre^ 
on  extract  of  Ihe  articles  of  Incorporation  in  the  city  in  which  the  principal 
branch  will  be  located. 

2.  The  corporation  will  be  considered  as  domlcQed  In  CUle  and  all  Its  ads 
will  be  sBbject  to  the  laws  of  the  country. 

a  The  property  and  effects  of  the  bank  will  be  eq^ecially  mbject  to  the  olA- 
fations  Incurred  In  the  country. 

4.  Changes  In  the  articles  of  incorporation  rnnst  be  broof^  to  tike  nodes 
of  the  Qovannwat  for  its  ai^rwal  or  disapproval  before  tli^  maj  so  into 
effect. 

Seme  Fixea  Capitalization  of  Corporation. 

6.  The  enpltal  of  the  corporation  Is  fixed  at  $1,000,000  United  States  fold, 
the  Government  to  be  [nformcrf  whenever  a  change  Is  to  be  made. 

C.  The  corporation  Rliall  furnish  to  the  Government  certified  copies  <tf 
perio<Ucat  Rtatementa  of  the  bank's  standing  Issued  by  the  hume  branch. 

7.  The  corporation  must  give  due  notice  In  advance  of  the  date  of  commence' 
ment  of  operations,  so  that  the  existence  of  the  amount  of  capital,  before 
mentioned  niay  be  proved. 

8.  Afitendes  which  may  tie  establiahed  In  the  eonntry  shall  be  iMbJeet  to 
present  wr  future  regnlntinis  r^tlve  to  loqwcUon,  fiscallzatlon,  laxAlbitlras, 
ilniitiitlons,  etc. 

9.  The  decree  will  be  made  up  In  the  form  of  a  contract,  duly  signed,  and 
registered  In  tlie  department  In  which  the  principal  agenc>*  Is  to  be  located. 

[A  statement  that  this  decree  had  been  issued,  giving  the  amount 
4if  the  authorized  capital,  was  published  in  CoMHEECfi  Rkfokts  for 

Feb.  24,  me.]   

JtUlTlSK  XXPOBT  BESTBICTEOire. 

(Cablegram  from  American  Coosal  Genera),  London,  Mar.  10.] 

The  prohibition  of  the  importation  of  wood  does  not  at  preeoit 
apply  to  fir,  pine,  spruce,  oak,  teak,  ash,  beech,  birch,  elm,  or 
wainscot,  pit  props,  pit-wood  sleepers,  staves  or  manufactures  ef 
wood.  The  prohibition  does  applv  to  dried  fruit,  eKcept  currants. 
[For  notice  quotiq^  the  <^iginal  proclamaticra  limiting  imports 
.into  the  United  Kmgdom,  see  Commerce  Kbposts  for  Feb.  17, 
1916.  It  was  reported  in  Commerce  Reports  f<H>  Mar.  7,  that  the 
importation  of  dried  fruit  of  non-British  origin  was  to  be  pRh 
hibited.]  '  "   

E^ositioit  Opening  Postponed. 

The  Borean  is  in  receipt  of  a  cablegrara  from  Commercial  Attach^ 
C.  W.  A.  VeditZy  at  Paris,  to  the  effect  that  the  Exposition  of  "The 
Beeonstructed  City,"  the  aate  of  opening  of  which  was  to  have  be«i 
Ma^  1,  haa  been  clianged  to  May  15.  Tne  director  of  the  American 
Ifeeetion,  Mr.  Henry  C.  Long,  5  Opera.  Square,  Paris,  is  planning  on 
cominj;  to  the  United  States  during  March  in  order  to  confer  with 
American  business  men  and  firms  which  intend  to  exhibit  there. 
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CAHFHOB  PRICES  BISIKG  IH  JAPAN. 

(CoDsul  General  George  B.  Scldmora.  Sokobama.  Jan.  31.] 

An  increase  in  orders  since  the  middle  of  September,  1915,  haa 
raised  the  price  of  camphor  in  Japan,  and  in  January,  1916,  it  has 
reached  a  point  where  slab  campnor  is  quoted  at  ^3.36  per  100 
pounds.   These  are  godown  prices  and  not  f.  o.  b. 

A  dispatch  published  in  Commerce  Reports  for  October  27,  1915, 
quoted  a  local  report  which  appeared  to  indicate  that  there  were  no 
buyers  of  slab  camphor  even  at  $^3.15  per  100  pounds.  This  was  due 
nni^oubtedly  to  the  ambiguity  in  a  statement,  giving  several  quota- 
tions, upon  which  the  conversion  of  figures  was  based.  Kobe  is  the 
principal  market  for  the  sale  of  camphor  for  export  from  Japan, 
and  Mr.  G.  N.  West,  American  consul  at  that  place,  has  obtained 
from  the  two  largest  dealers  a  statement  that  in  September,  1915, 
raw  camphor  was  quoted  at  $28.45  per  100  pounds  and  slab  camphor 
at  $30.87. 

The  total  capacity  of  the  camphor  refineries  is  about  8.000.000 
pounds  per  annum.  The  yearly  output  varies  between  3,000,000 
and  5.000,000  pounds,  according  to  the  amount  of  crude  camphor 
supplied  by  the  Government  Camphor  Monopoly,  which  regulates 
this  output  in  accordance  with  the  demand  and  supply. 

The  quantities  of  slab  camphor  exported  from  Japan  in  the  last 
five  months  of  1915  were:  August,  366.802;  September,  420,043; 
October,  492^70;  November,  424,521;  December,  454,376;  total, 
2,158,012.   

FOBKEB  SUKVKV  STSAXEB  W  ACTIVE  GOHKEBCS. 

The  report  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Navigation  for  the 
veek  ended  March  4, 1916,  states  that  the  steam  screw  vessel  Charles 
Pratt  has  been  awarded  the  official  number  313,899  and  the  signal 
letters  LFSR.  The  ship  is  of  9,800  ffrosa  and  7,400  net  tonnage; 
was  built  in  1916  at  NewpcHTt  News,  and  its  home  port  is  aew 
York. 

The  Gedneyy  formerly  the  United  Statee  Coast  and  Geodetic  Sur- 
vey steamer  Gedney,  has  received  the  official  number  213,906.  It  is 
of  213  gross  and  112  net  tonna^  and  with  the  McArthuTy  also  for- 
merly of  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  was  sold  the  past  winter 
cn  the  ground  that  it  could  not  safely  be  continued  in  the  work.  The 
Gedney  was  built  at  New  Yoi^  in  1875^  and  was  rebuilt  at  Seattle, 
iWash.,  this  year.  It  now  has  Seattle  as  its  home  port. 


BEPAIBIHG  STORK  BAKAQE  IS  UaHTHOVSS  SERVICE. 

The  work  of  rebuilding,  repairing,  and  reestablishing  aids  to  navi- 
gation and  structures  connected  with  them  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
which  were  damaged  or  destroyed  by  the  hurricanes  of  August  and 
September,  1915,  has  received  prompt  attention  from  the  United 
States  Bureau  of  Lighthouses,  followm'g  the  approval  on  February 
28,  1916,  of  the  deficiency  act,  whidi  contains  an  item  appropriating 
9300,000  for  this  work. 
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TO  ntOXOTZ  AJCEKIGAX-KDSSUV  TRADE. 

Mr.  E.  C.  Porter^  who  has  been  the  commercial  agent  in  chai^ 
of  the  New  York  oibce  of  the  Bureau  of  Forei|^  and  Domeeiic  Com- 
merce for  the  last  two  years,  ha«  resigned  to  accept  the  poution  as 
executive  secretary  of  the  recently  organized  American  Ruaman 
Chamber  of  Commerce  in  New  York.- 

The  American  Bussian  Chamber  of  Commeroe  has  been  oreuiized 
to  encoura^  and  develop  cloaer  trade  r^Cionship  between  MuflBU 
and  the  United  States.  It  has  been  created  through  the  support  of 
some  of  the  most  influential  business  interests  in  this  country,  its 
board  of  directors  inciudingsuch  men  as  S.  N.  McBoberts,  vice  preca- 
dent  of  the  National  City  Bank:  Charles  H.  Sabin,  president  of  the 
Guaranty  Trust  Co.;  Darwin  r.  Kingsley,  president  of  the  New 
York  Life  Insurance  Co.;  H,  B.  Hams,  of  Harris,  Forbes  &  Co^ 
and  a  number  of  other  weli-known  and  r^resentative  businees  men. 

The  organization  of  the  American  Russian  Chamber  of  Commeroe 
fulfills  a  long-felt  want  in  connection  with  the  developmeot  of  closer 
cooperation  between  Russian  and  American  business  intere^B.  Al- 
though a  distinct  organization,  the  American  Russian  Chainber  of 
Commerce  will  be  directly  associated  with  the  Russian  American 
Clinmbcr  of  Commerce  in  Moscow,  which  has  the  support  of  some  of 
the  most  inHuential  buaiuess  men  in  Russia,  and  has  received  the 
official  sanction  and  approval  of  the  Imperial  Russian  Government 

It  is  believed  that,  on  account  of  its  association  in  Russia  and  be- 
cause of  its  sVong  position  in  this  country,  the  American  Russian 
Chamber  of  Commerce  will  be  a  very  important  factor  in  the  de- 
velcpment  of  closer  cooperation  between  Russia  and  the  United 
States,  and  that  the  work  of  this  organization  will  mean  the  develop- 
ment of  bonds  of  friendship  and  sympathy  betwem  this  country  and 
Russia.  The  headquarters  of  the  newly  organized  American  Busaun 
Chamber  of  Commerce  will  be  at  GO  Broadway,  New  York. 


BRITISH  USE  OF  HICOTDTE  PSOimOT& 

[ConsDl  AugDStos  E.  logrnm,  Bradford,  Feb.  IT.] 

Nicotine  preparations  are  used  to  some  extent  in  Bradford  by 
nurserymen,  etc.,  and  their  supplies  are  obtained  from  other  centers, 
niainly  London,  Bristol,  and  Liverpool.  It  is  used  in  cake  form  for 
fumigating  imder  cover,  and  also  as  a  liquid  for  spraying,  both 
indoora  and  outdoors.  The  liquid  is  put  up  in  sealed  bottles  and 
tins  and  can  be  obtained  in  quantities  valued  at  28  cents  upward- 
A  Government  license  is  required  by  vendors,  as  it  comes  under  the 
poisons  act,  and  it  is  under  Government  inspection  and  control,  as 
m  the  case  of  petrol  or  gasoline.  The  quantity  used  locally  is  com- 
paratively small. 

inquiries  have  been  zuade.in  I^rt^dford,  the  seat  of  the  Briti^  wool 
industry,  as  to  the  treatipieht  adopted  in  the  washing  or  dipping  of 

I  sWp-  is  stated  that  nicotine  preparations  axe  not  now  used  in 
England  as  a  sheep  dip.  U  Kais  oeen  found  from  past  experience 
that  their  use  has  a  tendency  to  stain  the  wool  more  or  less,  accord- 
ing to  the  strength  of  the  preparation,  and  in  their  place  a  powder^ 
or  carbolic  liquid,  is  used  in  the  dips.   Of  the  ^wo,  the  powder 

-  which  consists  of  arsenic  and  sulphiir  is  preferred. 
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HATCH  MACHINERY  AND  HATCH  STICKS  IN  CHUK 

[R.  DeF,  Boomer,  secretary  to  commerdnl  attach^,  8antlitgo.l 

There  are  two  match  factories  in  Chile,  but  only  one  of  them  is  now 
producing  in  any  considerable  quantities.  In  all  it  is  a  consolidation  of 
three  companies  formerly  existing  in  Talca.  An  American  who 
writes  from  that  city  states  that  it  is  very  well  equipped.  Accord- 
ing to  the  Chilean  Government  statistics  of  1912  it  has  a  capital  of 
about  $415,000,  employs  267  workers,  and  has  a  capacity  production, 
of  about  $1,187,000  per  year,  but  in  1911  it  produced  only  about 
$268,000  worth.  During  that  jear  it  imported  $62,500  worth  of 
material  and  consumed  about  $i  0,000  worth  of  local  products.  Ths 
factory  has  eirfit  motors,  totaling  182  horsepower.  It  is  well  sup- 
plied with  orders,  and  there  should  be  a  market  for  match  sticks 
and  match  machinery.   Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish. 

Importation  records  show  a  marked  decrease  in  the  quantity  of 
matches  imported  into  the  country.  In  1913  the  gross  weight  of  thft 
importations  was  about  886,000  pounds.  In  1914  this  was  reduced 
to  about  273,000  pounds,  and  in  the  Brst  six  months  of  1915  the  figure 
was  still  lower,  showing  only  32,400  pounds. 

The  safety  matches  produced  at  the  local  plant  are  commonly  mad« 
in  two  sizes.  The  smaller  size  retails  for  about  $0,066  per  package 
of  12  boxes  and  the  larger  size  for  about  $0,042  per  package.  Eng- 
lish and  Swedish  matches  in  the  larger  saze  have  been  purchased  for 
$0.05  per  package. 

rSnmples  of  the  two  sl7^  of  nrntchea  made  In  Chile  mny  be  inspected  at  th* 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domeatlc  Commerce  or  Its  district  offlcee,  and  the  nflm* 
of  the  local  factoir  may  be  obtained  from  those  offices.   Refer  to  file  No.  1147.J 


SCARCITY  OF  WOOD  PUIP  IS  SPAIN.  i  ] 

ICohbu]  Oeoeral  Carl  Bailey  Hunt,  Barccloaa,  Feb.  11.] 

The  shortage  in  the  supply  of  wood  pulp  for  paper  manufacturt 
in  Spain  and  the  high  prices  now  demanded  for  this  product  is 
causing  some  anxiety  among  paper  manufacturers  and  publishers. 
The  daily  press  will  probably  oe  obliged  to  reduce  its  consumption 
of  paper.  Attention  has  been  given  to  the  advisability  of  the  Gov- 
ernment's undertaking  to  stimulate  the  cultivation  of  the  poplar 
tree,  the  wood  of  which  is  here  preferred  for  wood  pulp. 

Spain  imports  almost  all  the  wood  pulp  required  for  its  great 
paper  industries  and  exports  to  England  much  of  the  pine  grown  ia 
Oalicia,  which  is  highly  resinous  and  not  so  well  suited  for  paper 
nianufactare  as  the  less  resinous  pine  of  Sweden  and  Norway.  Ex- 
periments, however,  are  to  be  made  to  ascertain  if  by  extracting  th« 
resin  native  Spanish  pine  can  be  used,  at  least  as  a  temporary  sub- 
stitute. Most  of  the  local  paper  mills,  it  is  stated,  can  not  employ 
rag  and  jute  waste,  their  plants  being  adapted  to  wood  and  chemical 
pulps.  Nearly  all  the  waste  material  such  as  fiber  waste,  rags,  and 
oagging  are  exported,  the  United  States  having  become,  since  ttM 
war,  the  leading  customer. 

According  to  L'ficonomiste  Europ€en,  the  exports  of  tea  from 
Java  in  1915  were  estimated  at  85,000,000  pounds,  as  compared  with 
66,000,000  pounds  in  1914, 
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tOBmiR  OF  WIKES  IK  H0STHWC8I  imu. 

IConsDl  Jamra  Oliver  Latng,  KaraeU.] 

From  information  available  there  seems  no  good  reason  why  the 
makers  of  California  wines  should  not  find  a  market  in  northwest 
India.  European  vintages  no  better  in  quality  are  sold.  The  de- 
mand here  ia  for  a  liplit  claret  dinner  wine,  a  fairly  heavy  port,  a 
light  golden  sherry,  and  a  lesser  demand  for  Aursala  or  some 
similar  wine  to  be  taken  at  the  close  of  dinner. 

It  is  customary  here  to  have  ^erry  with  the  soiipf  claret  during 
the  meal,  and  port  or  some  other  heavier  wine  at  the  close  of  the  meal 
White  wines  are  not  much  in  use  for  social  functions.  One  seldom 
sees  German  or  Fi-ench  white  wines.  Some  Austrian  Tokay  was 
imported  before  the  war. 

How  to  Xnter  the  ICarket— Troper  Gorldar  Kecettaiy. 

As  American  wines  are  not  known  veiy  well  here  and  dealers 
have  not  been  in  the  habit  of  thinking  of  the  United  States  as  a 
wine-producing  country,  a  few  samples  might  have  a  good  effect 
when  the  American  firms  have  interested  the  particular  deiiler  suffi- 
ciently to  get  him  into  correspondence.  It  should  be  suggested  that 
a  few  bottles  of  the  wine  be  offered  to  chosen  customers  and  to  dubs. 
Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

The  possible  sales  would  be  larger  in  Calcutta  and  Bombay  thin 
here. 

-  Careful  corking  is  necessary  for  this  climate.  All  kinds  df  corks 
"start."  The  writer  has  known  several  shipments  of  American 
drugs,  peri'uiiiery,  rennet,  and  proprietary  medicines  to  have  jiartly 
spoiled  by  '"starting"  corks.  It  is  stated  that  the  introduction  of  a 
well-known  brand  of  American  beer  that  started  well  several  years 
ago  was  spoiled  by  a  failure  to  wire  the  corks  and  pos^bly  by  a  cork 
not  suited  to  the  climate. 

[A  llftt  of  retail  houses  liandUng  tlie  gf^nerat  provision  trade  In  Karachi  can 
be  obtaIne«l  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Douestie  Commerce  or  its  district 
offices.   Kefer  to  file  Ko.  734G9.I 


ntOFOSEB  VniEtJSSS  INSTALLATIOH  DT  SPAZB. 

[Connil  Wilbur  T.  Utawy.  8«rUle,  Fib.  1.] 

■  According  to  information  recently  published  in  the  official  ol^n 
of  the  Seville  Chamber  of  Commerce,  a  company  has  been  ot^nized 
with  a  view  to  operating  wireless- telephone  sy^ems  in  the  diff'erent 
cities  of  Spain  and  to  connect  with  the  Spanish  vessels  and  Spaniah 
■Cdlonitsin.Africa. 

The  proposal  contemplates  the  erection  of  sCatiofts  in  this  cott- 
snlar  district  at  the  cities  of  Cm-doba,  Seville,  Cadiz,  and  Huelva, 
ond  29  other  stations  in  «ther  parts  of  Spain,  in  the  Canai7  Islands, 
at  Tangier,  Melilia.  Ceuta,  nnd  Ibiaa,  in-  Afrieat-  It  is  hoped  that 

.  connection  can  also  be  made  witli  the  vessels  plying  aloag  t^e  Span- 
ish coast  and,  with  the  trains  an4  tbe  f^stem,  will,  \t  poanbic,  be 
connected  with  the  regular  urban  and  interurban  telephcme.  land 

^  lines.       .-  ,  , 

'  It  is  stated  that  a  companv  luis  been  formed  at  Bilbao  to  install 
tlie  tines'  and  stations,  and  that  the  Spanish  GovenMnant  b«f  ban 
petitioned  to  authoriae  the  establishment  of  the  system. 
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BKABFOBD  MnXS  SETTLE  LABOB  DISPUTE. 

(Consul  Augustus  B.  Ingram.  Brndtord.  BnKlBnd,  Feb.  14.] 

The  threatened  labor  trouble  in  the  Bradford  wool  trade,  arising 
out  of  demands  made  by  the  wool  combers,  woolsorters,  and  wool 
warehousemen,  has  been  averted.  The  York^ire  Post  says  that  f rtun 
the  first  no  difficulty  was  anticipated  as  to  the  higher  wages  asked, 
but  trouble  was  feared  because  of  the  demand  for  compiilsorjr  trade- 
union  membership,  and  because  the  employers  were  determined  to 
insist  on  full-time  work  by  their  operatives,  unless  satisfactot^ 
cause  for  irregularity  could  be  shown.  In  the  settlement  there  is 
no  mention  of  compulsory  trade-union  membership,  which  the  trade- 
union  officials  have  not  pressed,  and  payment  of  advances  or  bonuses 
is  conditional  on  regular  attendance  at  work. 

Subject  to  Employees  WorUnff  Fnll  Time. 

llie  British  Association  of  Woolbuyers  offered  the  wool  sorters 
10  per.  cent  bonus  on  v&ges  as  paid  on  August  4,  1914,  and  ware- 
housemen 60  cents  bonus  on  a  $6.93  minimum  wage.  These  ad- 
vances are  to  be  subject  to  the  employees  working  full  time,  no  de- 
ductions to  be  made  in  case  of  illness  or  other  satisfactory  cause, 
and  time  broken  by  order  of  the  firm  not  to  be  considered  broken 
time.  If  a  worker  is  absent  from  work  for  some  special  reason  and 
the  lo^  of  the  bonus  may  appear  to  be  a  hardship,  his  case  is  to 
be  reported  to  the  Employers'  Federation  executive,  who  will  then 
consider  the  circumstances  and  decide  if  the  bonus  should  be  granted. 
Any  dispute  regarding  the  agreement  is  to  be  referred  to  a  committee 
composed  of  equal  numbers  of  employers'  and  employees*  representa- 
tives. The  agreement  is  in  force  from  February  1,  and  continues  until 
June  30.  After  that  time  it  is  to  be  terminable  by  three  months^ 
notice. 

Terms  of  Wooleomblng  Employers*  federation. 

The  Woolcombing  Employers'  Federation  offered  an  advance  in 
wages  of  24  cents  per  week  to  warehousemen  and  woolcombing  opera- 
fives,  the  existing  bonus  of  49  cents  per  week  to  be  continued  with 
certain  modifications.  If  an  operatit'e  is  absent  through  illness  for 
any  part  of  a  complete  workiiug;  week  and  can  produce  a  doctor*s 
certificate,  he  is  to  receive  the  mmus  for  the  week  unless  away  for 
the  entire  week.  If  a  worker  loses  a  quarter  during  a  complete  work* 
ing  week  he  foregoes  24  cents  bonus,  and  if  he  loses  anotner  quartet 
he  is  disqualified  for  ihe  49  cents  bcmus.  In  a  case  where  the  uniot> 
officials  and  the  employers*  executive  do  not  agree,  the  matter  is  to 
be  discussed  between  a  deputation  from  the  workpeople  and  the 
employers'  executive. 

fahitees  is  weste&h  Canada. 

[Consul  General  Frederick  U.  Ryder.  WInnlpeK.] 

The  number  of  commercial  failni-es  in  western  Canada  for  1915 
were  few  compared  with  some  of  the  eastern  Provinces.  The  failures 
in  Manitoba  numbered  31i>.  with  liabilities  of  less  tlinn  $-2,000,000: 
Saskatchewan.  3-22,  with  liabilities  of  about  $:UKm,000;  Alberta.  252, 
vrith  $1,700,000  in  liabilities;  in  British  Columbia,  378,  with  liabili- 
ties of  $3,600,000. 
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CIOABXITES,  eiftAB£l,  An  TOIAOCO  IV 

iCcaMui  Cart  a.  Uoq,  Umailtm.  M.  ca.| 

Of  the  total  ^oantitv  of  cigarettes  eoofluiaed  in  Bermuda,  SO  per 
eent  are  Virginian  and  the  remaiaiiig  20  per  oent  Tnrkiili..  Of  the 
eigaretCes  consumed  by  visitor*,  wlw  are  pnetically  all  from  the 
United  States,  perhaps  80  per  ouit  are  Turloeh  and  toe  reaaaiiu&g  20 
per  cent  Virginian.  A  considerable  portion  of  the  Turkish  cicaretlee 
are  imported  from  the  United  States,  but  practically  all  of  ue  Vir* 
gtnian  are  imported  frmn  the  United  Kingdom. 

Of  the  cigars  cohsumed  in  the  oolong,  it  is  estimated  that  not  mote 
than  $lfOCX)  worth  are  manufactured  m  the  United  States,  althoujrii 
the  customs  returns  show  that  during  1914  agues  valued  at  $4,570 
were  imported  from  the  United  States.  Hie  {KxiportiGos  of  the 
cigars  consumed  are  estimated  to  be  50  per  cent  Jamaican,  16  per 
Havana,  and  the  remaining  35  per  cent  Indian  and  Dutch. 

Zmportt  of  SmoUar  aad  Chewing  Tobacco. 

Smoking  tobacco  is  imported  in  about  equal  quantities  from  tin 

United  States  and  from  England.  The  chewing  tobacco  in  Bermuda 
is  imported  entirely  from  tue  United  States,  although  this  product 
is  consumed  in  comparatively  small  quantities. 

Ikrmuda,  in  1914,  imported  885,631  cigars  valued  at  $12,303,  9 
tone  of  ci^rettes  valued  at  $23,520,  and  21  tons  of  tobacco  valued  at 
$10,784.  The  values  of  the  cigars  imported  from  Uie  various  coun- 
tries were:  United  States,  $4,570;  United  Kingdom,  $3,042;  Cutm, 
$1,080 :  and  India,  $1,016,  while  the  amount  prodiieed  in  Jamuea  was 
valued  at  $2,565.  Cigarette  imports  from  Uie  various  coontries  were: 
United  SUtes,  $7,772 ;  United  Kingdom,  $16,597 ;  Canada,  $117.  Of 
tobacco,  the  imports  from  the  United  States  were  valued  at  $6,016, 
and  from  the  United  Kingdom,  $4,652. 


cosa^AnraiBS  fob  hawahut  stoab. 

(A.  P.  Taylor,  «orrMpoa4«Dt,  HoBtinlu,  Feh.  2S.] 

To  provide  containers  in  which  to  ship  sugar  from  the  Hawaiian 
Islancb  to  refineries  upon  the  American  mainland,  and  to  r^ra 
potash  in  the  same  conductors  to  the  islands,  water  and  fire  proof 
barrels  are  to  be  made  from  bagasse,  one  of  tlM  foy-prodacts  of  sagu 

mills  in  the  islands. 

Fiber  board  has  already  hetm  made  from  oaoe  from  the  Ewa 
plantation,  on  the  island  of  Oahn,  and  is  the  basis  of  a  plan  whidi 
IS  now  being  evolved  by  a  former  resident  of  the  islands,  who  is 
endeavoring  to  put  his  plan  into  operation. 

One  of  tne  losses  in  sugar  shipments  is  due  to  the  borstinx  of  the 
gunny  bags.  The  bagasse  barrel  will  eliminate  this  trouole  and 
enable  the  planters  to  regulate  their  own  supply  of  conductors  by 
eliminating  the  long  wait  for  bass  that  sometimes  occur.  Most  of 
the  bagging  and  bags  come  from  the  Orient,  particularly:  from  India. 

Onion  seed  amounting  to  39,664  pounds,  valued  at  $40,£S8,  was 
invoioed  at  the  American  consulate  at  Teneriffe,  Canary  Idaodk  for 
the  United  States  dunng  1916,  compared  with  89,480  poands,  vabMd 
at  $43,293,  for  1914. 
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SEPOBT  ON  DIST&IBUnOV  OF  FISH  AVB  FISH  EGOS. 

The  United  States  Bareau  of  Fisheries  has  issued  a  report  on  the 
distribution  of  fish  and  fish  eggs  during  the  fiscal  year  1915.  The 
book  contains  a  description  of  the  fish-cultural  work  of  the  bureaa, 
vhich  has  two  general  objects,  it  states— the  restoration  and  main- 
teoanee  of  the  commercial  fisheries  of  the  country  and  the  stocking 
of  its  interior  waters  with  the  more  important  food  and  game  fishes 
to  which  they  are  adapted. 

In  the  prosecution  of  the  former  of  these  objects,  which  is  con- 
cerned with  the  salmons,  whitefish,  lake  trout,  pike  perch,  shad,  white 
perch,  yellow  perch,  cod,  lobster,  pollock,  and  other  commercial 
species,  the  bureau  acts  on  its  own  initiative,  while  in  the  stockii^ 
of  interior  lakes  and  streams  it  solicits  the  participatira  of  the  public 
and  cooperates  with  individuals  or  associations  that  may  be  inter- 
ested in  making  suggestions  as  to  the  waters  to  be  stocked. 

The  bureau  states  that  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  191$, 
it  received  10,622  applications  from  individuals  and  associations  for 
£sh  to  stock  both  public  and  private  waters.  Details  of  the  distribu- 
tion are  given  in  tubular  form  in  the  book.  Copies  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office, 
iWashington,  D.  C,  at  15  cents  each. 


AXEKICAJT  IHTAB  SUPPLY  EXPECTED  THIS  UOHTH. 

An  American  company  has  contracted  to  famish  invar  metal,  an 
alloy  of  nickel  and  steel,  for  use  in  level  rods  by  the  United  States 
Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey.  The  delivery  of  the  strips  is  to  be  made 
March  15,  1916.  The  Survey  reports  that  the  present  state  of  the 
work  at  the  factory  of  the  American  company  mentioned  shows 
that  it  will  be  able  to  produce  bars,  rods,  wire,  etc.,  and  probably 
also  tubing  and  ingots  tor  casting,  althou^.  definite  tests  and  trials 
have  not  yet  been  made. 

The  plans  for  the  manufacture  of  this  alloy  in  the  United  States 
vere  mentioned  in  Couherce  Reports  for  December  18, 1915.  War 
cwditions  have  prevented  the  placing  of  orders  with  concerns  abroad 
ixom  which  tha  supply  of  invar  base  tapes  has  been  obtained. 


TIELD  OF  THE  PORTUGUESE  VHTTAOE. 

(Coiwil  Genenl  W.  ti.  Lnrrle.  Lisbon.] 

The  quantity  of  wine  produced  in  Portugal  during  1915  was  less 
than  during  the  preceding  year,  but  the  advanee  in  price  probably 
more  than  made  up  the  difference  in  valuer  In  the  poit  wine  country 
alpnff  tiie  river  Douro,  quotations  rose  within  a  few  weeks  from  20 
escados  to  35  escados  per  pipe  (126  wine  gallons).  The  price  of 
'^'aguardiente "  (brandy)  employed  in  the  making  of  port  wine, 
quoted  at  70  escudos  per  jpipe  in  /uly,  advanced  to  160  escudos  before 
ine  end  of  the  vintage  (1  paper  escu do = approximately  70^  cents). 

Statistics  publi^ed  in  Opoi-to  give  the  production  of  wine  in 
Portugal  during  1915  »s  90^00,843  gallons  against  126,011,678  gal- 
lons for  1914 
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CAHAB7  ISLAND  CREBITa 

[Consul  George  K.  Stiles,  TenerUTe,  Feb.  B.] 

There  is  certainly  urgent  need  that  American  esrporters  now  ai- 
deavoring  to  enter  this  market  should  make  a  closer  study  of  credits 
in  th;:  Canary  Islands.  No  one  question  seems  to  be  troubling  Ameri- 
can finus  so  much  as  is  the  problem  of  the  terms  to  be  granted  to 

buyera  here. 

Investigation  of  British,  Swedish,  and  Norwegian  methods  shows 
that  Canary  Island  buyers  are  accustomed  to  longer  credits  than  most 
American  houses  seem  dispt^ed  to  grant,  btudy  of  the  question 
brings  out  the  following  facts  prominently: 

(a)  That  f.  o.  b.  in  the  American  port  means  buying  of  absolute 
necessities  only  (such  as  flour,  fatbacks,  and  lard)  and  the  closest 
sort  of  ordering. 

(b)  That  c.  i.  f.  Teneriffe  means  the  introduction  of  a  much 
broader  class  of  merchandise  than  is  possible  under  class  (a). 

(c)  That  30,  60,  or  90  days*  time  approximates  the  credit  terms 
granted  by  expoi'.jrs  of  the  foreign  countries  now  leading  in  the 
import  trade  of  the  islands. 

y.  0.  B.  and  C.  I.  7.  Transactions. 

It  is  at  once  evident  that  class  (a)  is  not  credit  but  cash  in  advance. 
It  never  existed  to  any  extent  before  August,  1914,  and  it  may  not  be 
expected  to  Ions  contmue  after  the  return  of  peace.  It  now  includes 
a  Fimited  list  of  pnme  necessities  not  obtainnole  via  Eneland. 

In  class  (b)— c.  i.  f.  Teneriffe  or  Las  Pnlmas,  Grand  Canary — the 
seller  simply  credits  the  buyer  with  the  means  and  intention  of  pay- 
ing on  delivery.  Simple  as  this  sounds,  yet  when  the  high  ocean 
freights  are  considered,  together  with  the  isolation  of  this  market, 
American  firms  might  take  certain  precautions  before  forwarding 
c.  i.  f.  A  wise  preRminary  precaution  is  to  require  a  signed  order 
of  the  actual  buyer,  even  when  the  sale  is  made  through  an  agency. 
A  letter  of  reference  from  the  buyer^s  bank  might  well  accompany 
the  order,  and  the  shipping  documents  might  be  sent  through  the 
recommending  bank,  widi  instructions  to  collect  before  delivery. 

If  goods  are  forwarded  by  direct  route,  bills  of  lading  should 
be  sent  by  the  same  vessel  and  not  by  ordinary  mail,  as  direct  service 
re<|uires  from  14  to  17  days  and  mail  routes  from  22  to  30  days. 
Failure  to  attend  to  this  detail  frequently  causes  goods  to  lie  under 
costly  wharfage,  has  often  led  to  a  refusal  to  accept  shipments,  and 
has  at  times  been  made  an  excuse  for  long-delayed  settlements  regard- 
ing c.  i.  f.  deliveries, 

Ilme-FaTment  Saggestlona — Bnyert  Deserrtaff  of  Credit. 

The  same  procedure  as  in  class  (b)  might  be  used  in  class  (c)  up 
to  the  point  of  actual  delivery.  Caution  would  suggest  that  before 
delivery  the  shipper*s  draft  be  accepted  by  both  we  actual  buyer 
and  the  agency  liouse,  if  sold  through  an  agent.  Also,  it  might  be 
required  that  the  bank  recommending  the  buyer  should  endorse  or 
accept  the  draft  before  delivery.  If  tne  i>urchaser  is  in  good  stand- 
ing, he  can  usunlly  obtain  this  favor  of  his  banker;  and  if  offered  a 
small  additional  discount,  he  will  oi-dinariiy  make  no  objection. 
This  pl'actically  takes  all  the  risk  out  of  the  sale  and  would-difftf 
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from  ft  cash  sale  only  as  regards  the  interest  diarges  to  be  made 
against  the  time  involved  in  tne  tranaaction. 

These  suggestions,  made  after  a  study  of  methods  used  by  other 
foreign  nations  largely  in  control  of  this  market,  may  prove  useful, 
in  the  absence  of  anj  regular  published  book  ratings.  Generally 
speaking,  buyers  here  are  deservinff  of  the  credit  they  request 
There  is  a  noteworthy  lack  of  that  troublesome  element  known  as 
professional  "beats" — buyers  who  order  with  the  intention  of 
*  beating  "  the  house.  Certain  large  American  firms  have  fixed  con- 
nections here  and  worry  no  more  over  Canary  Island  credits  than 
about  those  in  Liverpool. 

Probably  American  misplaced  credits  will  average  as  low  here  as 
in  any  foreign  market.  As  to  local  credits,  while  restricted  to  a  cer- 
tain extent}  they  ore  still  amply  sufficient  for  ctirrent  needs. 

IXCBIIASED  BOCEINO  FACILITIES  FOR  HOUSTOH. 

[Cooumrclal  Agrm  E,  £.  Judd,  New  Orkaai,  Uar.  8.] 

Houston,  Tex.,  papers  report  that  the  wharfage  facilities  in  that 

Sort  are  to  be  increased  by  the  construction  of  a  second  municipal 
ock  at  the  turning  basin.  This  dock  will  consist  of  a  reinforced 
concrete  shed  CC3  by  100  feet,  a  platform  770  feet  long  by  20  feet 
•wide,  a  loading  platform,  and  five  railroad  tracks.  The  wharf  will 
be  able  to  accommodate  two  large  steamers  at  once  and  will  be 
equipped  with  a  20-ton  traveling  crane  run  by  electricity.  This 
crane  will  run  on  a  track  at  the  upstream  end  of  the  wharf  and  will 
be  able  to  carrr  goods  over  the  wharf  shed  directly  into  cars  or  to 
adjoining  warehouses.  One  end  of  the  dock  will  be  for  loading  and 
tiie  other  for  unloading  ships.  At  the  loading  end  13  ramps  will  be 
provided,  adjusted  to  fit  any  shi^  that  may  use  the  channel  for  some 

?ears  to  come;  three  escalators  will  be  installed  at  tlie  unloading  end. 
he  wharf  already  in  use  is  650  feet  long,  with  a  425  by  100  feet 
concrete  shed. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  structure  is  $400,000.  Bids  will  prob- 
ably be  called  for  next  week,  and  it  is  expected  that  construction 
work  will  be  started  about  April  10.  Further  infdrmatioii  nmy  be 
obUiined  from  City  Engineer  Sands,  Houston,  Tex. 

AXaSlCAS  OONSTTIAB  OFHCEBS  OX  LEATX  OF  ABSEKCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glud  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  oonditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Post. 

tionol 
Tcnoft. 

Hw.  n 

Apr.  1 

Apr.  4 
Apr.  » 

icri  Clinton  Strme,  Phltedfllphla,  Pk 

197S  We<*  85th  Street,  Clavelafi^TOhtoi 
UDtury  t  Jub,  7  Vf.m  4kt  gtrmt,  Nev 

Yorit  City. 
(•)                                .  • 

—  ■  '    ■  '  — 

Bndley.WUIlunHarrlsoD.... 
hmwtm,  B.  M  

UODtTMl,  cutadft 

tcM  AtwelM,  U«r.  6  to  le ;  ClwttaiuM«^  Mu.'  ^  tS^27 ;  ClneUUiRti,  to  Jft^.  U ; 

.WHUnsten,  Apr.  17  lo  26. 
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SBANISH  UILLEBS  TTBOE  OOVZBNKEirr  TO  BUY  WHEAT. 

IConsul  Cenerni  Curl  Bailey  Hurat,  Barcelooa,  Feb.  3.1 

Barcelona  flour  merchants  have  urged  .upon  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment the  advisability  of  securing  for  the  country  within  as  short  % 
time  as  may  be  expedient  200,000  tens  of  whest.  This  amount  neces- 
sitates the  payment  of  sums  which  the  wheat  merchants  can  not  them- 
selves advance  at  present  and  accordingly  they  petition  that  it  may 
be  advanced  from  the  public  fisc,  to  be  reimbursed  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. Millers  in  this  neighborhood  require,  it  is  stated,  119,000  tona 
for  their  customers. 

At  present  foreign  wheat  is  ouoted  at  the  equivalent  of  $3.55  per 
100  pounds,  exclusive  of  port  charges  and  unloading,  and  domestic 
wheat  at  $3.31,  loaded  at  railway  station.  In  virtue  of  a  contract 
signed  in  November,  1915,  before  the  Direction  General  of  Customs, 
the  millers  of  Catalonia,  in  northeastern  Spain,  sell  flour  for  ordi- 
nary bread  at  $3.92  per  100  pounds  and  superior  qualities  at  $^01 
to  $4.16,  while  inferior  grades  are  sold  at  $3.35  to  $3.75. 

The  mills  of  Barcelona  grind  some  1,000  tons  of  wheat  daily. 

BAGS  FOS  ABOEHTIBE  OBAHT. 

A  pamphlet  issued  by  the  Argentine  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  and 
quoted  in  the  River  Plate  Review  of  February  4,  states  that 
50,000,000  paper  pesos  ($21,230,000)  will  be  required  to  buy  bags 
for  the  gram  of  this  year's  harvest,  according  to  estimates  made  by 
the  Buenos  Aires  Gram  Exchange.  The  ^eater  part  of  this  expense 
would  be  saved,  in  the  opinion  of  the  ministry,  by  the  installation  of 
grain  elevators.  The  pamphlet  is  pubii^ied  in  the  interest  of  the 
grain  elevator  bill  [see  Comuercb  Reports  for  Nov.  3, 1915],  which 
was  passed  by  tiie  Argentine  Senate  and  is  awaiting  actioii  bj  the 
Chamber  of  Deputies. 


LzcoBicE  BOOT  mm  RirSSZA. 

Licorice  root  is  the  principal  article  exported  from  Batum,  Rusaa, 
to  the  United  States.  According  to  invoices  certified  at  the  Ameri- 
can consulate  at  that  place  the  shipments  of  this  product  to  the 
United  States  during  1915,  amounting  to  8,899^20  pounds  valued 
at  $235^7,  compared  with  25,930448  pounds  valued  at  $433,309  for 
1914. 

Chamber  of  Crauaeree  in  Barranquilla. 

In  conformity  with  the  program  of  the  Colombian  Government 
for  increased  commercial  activity  through  new  chambers  of  com- 
merce [see  Commerce  Reports  for  Feb.  5,  19161,  an  executive  decree 
in  a  recent  number  of  the  Diario  Oticial  establishes  a  chamber  of 
commerce  in  the  city  of  BarranquiUa. 


According  to  invoices  certified  at  the  American  consulate  general 
of  Paris,  France,  the  exports  of  perfumery  and  soap  for  the  United 
States  increased  in  value  from  $1,983,734  for  1914  to  $3,074,207  for 


Digitized  by 


Google 


980 


VEAKUJUfiS  VOS  nCFKOTEKEBT  OF  EXCHASGffi  SITVATIOV. 

The  following  articlee^  tranala4«d  and  abstracted  from  German 
and  Austrian  papere,  ^ow  tbe  measures  adopted  by  Germany  and 
Austria-Hungary  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  the  unfavorable  ex- 
change EituaHon  resulting  from  the  disot^anizatioa  of  the  foreign 
trade  of  the  two  ooanfaries  on  account  of  the  war: 

exuuvT. 

[ToBsUcbe  Zdtans,  BcrUn,  Jan.  23.) 
The  econnnilc  and  flnanclul  side  of  our  warfare  is  to  be  strraiKthened  by  im 
iMOportaat  measure,  aod  our  eoooomLc  power  of  resixtaace  agaloBt  tbe  dai^rs 
of  tbe  world  war  ra^ng  about  us  to  be  Uicreased  by  importunt  regulatlKD& 
In  a  previous  article  It  was  explaioed  how  we  ai'e  lianned  by  certaJn  omirrences 
lo  the  forei^  ezchaoge  market,  whicb,  as  a  ruLe,  is  not  much  in  tbe  public  eye, 
and  how  extremely  necessary  it  was  to  eouDteract  tbeae  oocnrrences.  Tbe  rates 
for  foreign  exchange  tn  most  cases  developed  unfavorably  to  the  Imperial  mark. 
Tlie  andervaluatioo  of  the  mark  as  compared  with  tbe  comaxiles  the  Scandi- 
navlaa  countries.  Holland.  Switserland,  and  the  United  States,  has  assumed  on 
«xtcot  which  does  not  make  ft  appear  desirable  to  permit  any  longer  tbe  free 
play  of  forces.  In  view  of  the  deterioration  of  our  balance  sheet  for  payments 
a  depreciation  of  our  mark  In  neutral  countries  during  the  war  Is  a  mutte.r  of 
course.  However,  It  is  quite  obvious  that  we  mimt  guartl  ourselves  aj;alnat 
excessive  methods  by  the  means  wlilcli  a  war  orf^Lsation  of  tbe  dMnestic  trade 
fn  foreign  excfaanee  can  offer  us.  '  - 

Seasons  for  tTafaTorable  Zichangc. 

The  reasons  for  onr  unfavorable  balance  sheet  for  payments  are  In  part 
4|uite  obvious.  They  consist  in  tbe  obstacles  to  oar  export  trade,  ttie  cessation 
of  income  from  sliippinc.  and  the  Inability  to  collert  (Jerman  credit  balances  in 
foreign  countries,  not  only  in  hostile  eonntrles,  but  also  hi  those  neutral  coun* 
tries  where  moratoria  still  exist.  These  conditions  will  remain  in  force  during 
tlie  entire  war  and  no  measures  can  effect  a  clutnge  in  them.  Tlie  case  Is  different 
with  oortaiD  secondary  ptienomcna.  Vint  ot  all  cMAes  the  fact  that  our  capit^- 
Ists  and  raerehnnts  hove  already  began  to  make  purchases  In  forelf^n  coun- 
tries to  cover  their  nee<1s  of  raw  materials  upon  tlie  conclusion  of  peace.  Al- 
though tbe  delivery  of  these  poods  can  only  be  effected  upon  tite  termination  of 
the  war,  payment  has  already  been  made  in  part  or  in  whole.  Next,  there  Is 
tbe  inclination  of  certain  business  men  to  exploit  the  present  tendency  of  the 
market  for  f<H-eign  exchange  by  tT>ecuJatlon  in  fOTeign  tender.  There  is  also 
tbe  unmistakably  pronounced  deanand  arising  fropa  the  tipidtty  of  buyers  who. 
In  order  to  assure  dtemselves  tluit  they  will  ad^ootely  cover  their  needs, 
apply  simultaneously  to  serml  sources  for  foreign  exchange  in  connection 
with  the  sanw  transaction,  witli  tbe-resuit  that,  as  in  the  case  of  pool  action 
In  subscriptions,  a  mucli  greater  amount  Is  demanded  than  is  actually  re- 
quired. Finally,  tbe  arbitrage  of  exchange  Is  one  of  those  exceptional  phe- 
nomena which,  however  desirable  and  Justlfled  tliey  may  be  In  times  of  peace, 
may  become  detrimental  to  economic  conditions  In  critical  times  like  the  pres- 
ent. -  Arbitrage  which  Attempts  to  obtain  profit  of  a  fraction  of  1  per  cent 
fnmi  sales  which  are  attended  wltli  rtidE  and  hard  work  by  turning  to  .hd< 
Tantago  the  most  infinitesimal  dtfferenees  tn  tbe  quotations  of  different  ex- 
changes quite  unintentionally  renders  suppwt  to  ..hostile  funnlpulatlons.  In 
particular.  England  has  attempted  of  late"ORrenf<fbly  to  offer  Oerman  exchange 
in  some  neutral  markets.  This  was  done  in  Holland'  under  the  strangest  cir- 
camstances.  where  even  newspaper  advertlsetsents  with' low  offeringn  of  bills 
in  marks  were  employed  for  the  purpose  of  crieatlnft  ixmfuslon  in  the  market 

Unf ortanotelyi  the  thoughtlessness  ef  not  a  few  wf  our  own  countrymen  play* 
into  the  hands  of  the  hostile  efforts  in  that,  by  demanding  dlsp^isnble  artlclea 
of  luxtiry  of  foreign  origin,  tiiey  help  to  increase  the  Importation  of  these  arti- 
cles. Among  tiiese  articles  are  caviar,  vllartonds,  expenhtve  furs,  'Paris  clflth'es, 
and  the  like,  which  can  reeuA  ns  evea  from  enemy  soil  by  way  of  neutml 
cmintrlei.^ 

XemedUl  Jteaaures. 

.  An  ■  understanding  of  all  theae  uafirvorabl^ 'fondlUons  s^r^^^tp  pol^.^ 
way  to  their  removal.  It  ts  necessary  tb  limit  the  fu'^iaymluit  for  imported 
goods,  to  do  away  with  Bpeeolatlon  in  foreign  exchange  and  with  arbitrage 
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ond  also  to  create  the  feeling  of  nafet?  that  ererr  legitimate  neecl  of  forelxa 
exchange  will  be  mtlsflefl  nt  reanonnhle  terms.  In  this  wmnn'tliin.  the  free 
play  of  energies  must  nut  l>e  absolutely  diwtroyed,  as  It  1ft  only  through  tlw 
countless  iniltvidual  triinsactions  that  It  l»  piKtKtble  to  establish  foreign  «Te(llt 
balances,  either  thrf>UA;h  crMllr  operiitions  or  throuch  the  exixtrtatlon  of  KiKifts 
or  securities.  It  Is  of  Importance,  however,  that  the  foreijin  cretlit**  w  (»wure<l 
be  put  at  the  <UsposaI  of  those  who  require  thein  to  pay  for  thetr  in)p4>rt»  frnm 
foreiRn  countries.  From  this  cjime  tlie  Men  of  concentration  which  hiu*  now 
been  put  in  effect  The  entire  trmle  in  foreign  exchanjre  Is  placed  In  the  hamla 
of  the  Itelchsbank  and  a  number  of  prlvlletcvd  banks  and  bunbera.  Their  >telec- 
tlon  was  made  from  the  point  of  view  that  only  flrstt-class  flrma  of  abwilute 
truHtworthiness,  thoroughly  versed  In  the  Interoatlonal  exchange  business, 
should  he  considereit. 

(A  copy  of  a  Hat  of  authorized  hanlts  In  Berlin,  Frankfort  on  the  Bfain,  and 
Hamburg  can  he  obtained  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or 
Its  branch  omce,  by  referring  to  file  No.  73306.1 

The  fact  tlmt  such  an  luiportaut  monoiiuty  as  the  trade  in  foreign  exchang* 
Is  lntru.sted  to  a  little  more  than  two  dozoi  firms  is  snffictrat  proof  at  the 
exceptional  omditlons. 

These  privileged  banks  and  bankers,  howerer,  mvut  anbmlt  to  a  nnmber  of 
far-reaching  reatrfctlona  as  regards  the  extent  of  their  bualneaa.  They  are 
controlled  by  the  Uelchsbank  wbi<di  sees  to  It  that  theee  reetrlctloiu  are  not 
infringed  upon. 

Basic  f  rlaolples  of  Heaanre. 

It  Is  stated  officially  that  In  principle  tbe  following  was  agreed  upon: 
"Artjltrage  transactions  in  foreign  exchange  shall  be  excluded.  Often  eC 
foreign  exchange  must  not  be  made  either  within  the  country  or  to  foretgn 
countrlea.  Satisfaction  of  the  demands  of  foreign  countries  for  foreign  ex- 
change shall  be  restricted  as  far  as  pomlble  to  those  canes  where  new  credlta 
In  foreign  countries  result  from  actual  transactions,  auch  new  credits  to  be 
made  available  for  German  Importers.  Foreign  exchange  may  be  sold  without 
the  consent  of  the  Reichsbank  only  If  used  in  the  payment  for  goods  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  the  domeatlc  requirements  and  which  have  already  been 
Imported  Into  Germany  or  are  to  be  Imported  within  a  fixed  period.  The 
Belchsbank  shall  have  the  right  Co  designate  certain  goods  for  the  payment 
of  which  no  foreign  exchange  shall  be  sold.  The  purchaser  must  furnish  a 
written  statement  showing  the  class  and  quantity  of  goods  to  t>e  paid  for  by 
foreign  exchange,  and  also  showing  whether  the  goods  In  question  hare 
already  been  lm]>orted  or  are  to  be  imported  within  a  fixed  periml.  The 
Belchsbank  Is  authorized  to  demand  the  production  of  evblence  nt  a  later  time 
(Invoice,  freight  hill  of  lading,  etc.)  for  purposes  of  examination.  In  tills 
manner  the  use  of  the  available  foreign  exchange  will  be  assured  for  purposes 
of  economic  necessity.  The  rates  for  foreign  exchange  are  fixed  In  Berlin." 

[A  translation  of  the  ordinance  of  the  Federal  Oounell,  of  January  28.  ISIO; 
putting  Into  effect  the  measure  referred  to  In  the  above  article,  a  circular  sent 
out  by  the  banks  authorized  to  deal  In  foreign  exdiange,  and  a  table  of  exchange 
rates  for  various  countries  during  the  month  of  December,  1915,  are  on  file 
In  the  Bureau  and  can  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  offices  bt 
those  interested.  Refer  to  file  No.  7330&] 

AVSTBZA-HimOAXT. 

rFrvmdenblatt.  Vteona,  Dec.  28.1 
Agreement  with  a  Tiaw  to  ImproTo  Koaey  Xarket 

The  Ministry  of  Finance  concluded  an  agreement  with  the  Aostro-Hongarlaa 
Bank  which  Is  Intended  to  Improve  the  condition  of  the  money  market  In 
agreement  with  the  Hungarian  Government  the  Ministry  of  Finance  ordained 
that  hilts  for  goods  exported  under  permits  by  the  Ministry  of  E^nance  ^Ul 
be  assigned  to  the  Austro>Hui4Earlan  Bank  for  collection. 

In  this  connection  it  is  officially  stated: 

To  tedlltflte  the  dMnand  for  foreign  means  of  payment  and  tn  agrectncfrt 
with  the  other  ministries  concerned,  and  with  the  conwit  of  the  Royal  Hun- 
garian Ministry  of  Finance,  the  Ministry  of  Finance  onlalned.  In  cwnpllanoe 
with  a  suggeRtlon  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Bnienn,  that  henceforth 
exporters  whall  be  rerinlred,  by  reason  of  the  export  permits,  to  assign  the  pay- 
ment tor  foreign  inEporta  to  the  Austro-Hungnrian  Bank.  Tltls  raeaHure  Is  ts 
go  Into  tiEfect  va  January  1,  1916.  The  ea^fott  permtt  wlU  -tiiereftm  mads 
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dependent  npon  t&e  ftssored  aaatgraaexst  at  the  paynKnt  to  the  Anstro-Hun- 
gsrUD  Bank.  The  formal  execution  is  to  be  carried  out  in  this  manner :  The 
parties  tlei^iag  export  permlta  will  fmve  to  submit  a  certificate  from  the  Au»- 
tro-HungariaD  Banlt  tu  the  efTect  that.  In  view  of  the  extrart  permit  to  be  applied 
tmr,  flD  agreement  bus  bem  oiade  with  tlw  Anstro-nnaearlan  Bank  Becorlng 
tbe  assigiunent  of  tbe  payment  for  the  goocto  thus  exported. 

Sticti  certtfleites,  which  may  also  be  obtalnefl  from  tha  branch  ofHces  of  the 
Aastro-Hni^rfan  Bank,  shall  be  in'esenrteit  to  the  Klfnistry  of  Finance  prior  to 
mbmlsRlon  of  tiie  applfcatloa  for  an  export  permit. 

In  exceirtionAl  cases,  when  exporters  for  nrg^  reasons  regard  It  as  Impossi- 
ble to  assign  their  foreign  payments  as  above,  sucb  reasons  must  be  stated  In 
detail  when  applying  for  on  export  permit.  The  Ministry  of  Finance  reserves 
Its  deciaton  In  trach  cases  nntil  expert  testimony  determines  whether  tbe  rela- 
tion can  be  suspended  In  sucb  Instances. 

In  the  case  of  amounts  not  exceeding  aiMUt  200  marks,  or  the  equivalent  In 
foreign  money,  also  !n  cases  of  exports  to  occnpled  coontrles  under  Imperial 
nnd  Roya!  administration,  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance  may  be  suspended. 

Foreign  credits  and  promissory  notes  will  niso  be  accepted  to  the  amount  o( 
■ecured  receipts  of  the  payment  for  exports,  in  so  far  a.^  it  can  be  proven  that 
•DCb  credits  originate  from  actual  anmnerGlol  traiuactions. 

Xaq^weiBent  of  Bate  of  Exohaage. 

This  measure  appears  to  be  intended  for  the  Improvement  of  the  rate  of 
«xeban^  The  finance  administration  has  contemplated  measores  in  this  direc- 
tion for  some  time,  and  this  seems  now  to  be  one  of  tbe  first  r^ef  measures 
practically  applied. 

Austria-Hungary  ii  ahead  of  all  other  nations  In  this  scheme  of  concentrating 
nil  foreign  money  transactions  in  our  bnnlis  of  issue.  Hie  abnormal  develop- 
ment of  the  rate  of  exchange  Is  due  to  the  cessation  of  all  international  com- 
merce and  affects  all  countries,  with  the  exertion  of  the  United  States.  Expor- 
tation Is  practically  imposaible,  and  a  considerable  portion  of  foreign  claims  as 
frel)  as  capital  Investments  remain  nnsatifled.  Kvea  remittances  in  connection 
with  emigration  and  tourist  trade  have  come  to  a  stamlstUl.  Alongside  of  this 
decrease  in  the  imports  of  foreign  UMHiey  there  is  a  growing  demand  for  fuiMi- 
Btuffs  and  raw  material  from  foreign  countries,  for  which  payment  must  be 
made  at  the  exchange  rates  of  such  foreign  countries,  Tfiese  conditions,  talien 
as  a  whole,  affect  the  exchange  rate  In  all  countries  now  at  war,  and  not  only 
In  Austria-Hungary. 

Under  normal  conditions  tbe  present  rate  of  exchange,  which  Is  tantamount 
to  an  export  pn»nluni.  would  act  as  a  corrective.  The  Increased  exports  tions 
resulting  therefrom  would  cause  an  Influx  of  export  credits.  But  this  Is  at 
present  out  of  the  question,  since  every  country  niust  now  keep  together  Its 
stock  of  products.  While  the  war  lasts  internatloniil  commerce  moves  In  di- 
rections opposite  to  those  in  peace  times,  and  tlie  present  policy  calls  for  the 
greatest  possible  decrease  of  imp()rtB  to  offset  the  decrease  in  exports.  The 
saq}ettsloa  of  customs  duties  on  the  one  hand  and  export  prohibitions  and  rer 
■trtctions  on  tbe  oOm,  are  also  to  be  considered  In  this  connection. 
.  And  now  comes  the  ordinance  of  the  Ministry  of  Finance.  Inasmudi  as  cerr 
tain  goods  can  be  exported  by  special  permits,  tlie  Government  Is  in  a  position 
to  attach  certain  condition**  to  such  iH-nnit^-.  Oiip  of  rli*»we  is  the  oblljin'tory 
assignment  of  the  payment  for  such  exports  to  a  hank  of  Issue.  It  Is  perfectly 
logical  that  tbe  Austro-Huagarlan  Bank  should  be  selected  for  this  purpose. 

The  rate  of  exchange  for  the  taking  over  of  tlie  elcpurt  bills  by  the  Austro- 
Hungarian  Bank  Is  to  be  decided  upon  by  the  bank  on  delivery  days  according 
to  the  Individual  cases  and  on  most  favorable  terms. 


Bistrict  Offices  of  tilie  Bureau  of  Foreiifu  and  Bomestic  Commerce. 

Vew  Tsrk,  2oom  409  VnlUA  fttatet  GntomhonM;  Bostoa,  eit^teeath  floor 
Vnited  States  Cattemhonfe;  Chicago.  SM  Fedexal  Building;  St  Loalt,  402  Tbjird 
9atloaal  Bank  Baildlag;  Atlanta,  SSI  Post  OfBce  BTuUiing;  Kew  Otleant,  1020 
Eibernla  Bank  Bollciing;  San  Francisco,  806  United  States  Gostemhoiue;,  Seattle, 
•3%  Alaska  Building.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamb'ir  of  Com- 
aut49't  Giaolsaati,  OhamiMr  of  C«uiierce;.  CUeittaatl.  Hew  .Oilaaat  A  Teccas 
Paelfto  By.  Co.,  ClnolaaaU;  Im  Aagsles,  Ohamber  of.Oaun«nHii;  -Bfftniit«  Board 
•f  Oommeree;  Philadelphia,  Ohaaber  of  Gemmeree; .  Bontli  A3nnl*am  AgeiA 
Isatkvn  Mw-  Gs^  'GlattaBssts,  Xeuk-  ■>  ■ ,  i. , 
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COMMEBCB  BEPOBTS. 


FOBEIOK  TKABE  OPPOHTinnTIES. 

Uoiicrvod  nddroRRP!4  may  be  ohtnlncd  from  the  Dar»«i  and  Its  illatrlct  ofllom.  RnjoeaC 
fur  each  opportunity  aliould  be  on  a  separate  Mbeet  and  tbe  Ue  Bamlrer  Klreo. 

■  Alcohol,  No.  2040S. — A  man  in  Switzerland  infnrnifi  an  Atnericiin  consular  nfBoer 

tltiit  he  desires  to  eKtiiblisii  cuiiiiuprclal  relHtlons  with  AiuprUran  distDlvrs 
nncL  exportei-s  of  alcohol  nutilf  from  Cf>rn  nnd  moliUMHn.  Quotutlumi  c.  i.  f. 
Fi-encli  or  Itulian  i>orts.  Including  agent's  coninilswlon  nnd  aainples,  are 
dcfiired.  Infurmutlon  as  to  quantity  uvailahle  fur  intinmllute  and  future 
sliipinent,  »tuted  lu  lueturk-  equivalents,  shuuld  also  be  seuL  Correspood- 
ence  may  be  In  Engltsh.   inferences  are  given. 

Fresh  arid  dried  fruits,  canned  goodi,  etc..  No,  20409. — A  commercinl  Apent 
of  the  Bureau  reports  that  a  flriu  In  the  United  States,  acting  ns  purchas- 
tng  agents  for  tlrm»  In  neutral  foreign  countries,  desies  to  coramunfcate 
with  Ajuerlcan  manufacturers  and  proilucers  of  fresh  and  drletl  frulta, 
canued  goods,  dairy  products,  eggs,  flour,  cereals,  etc.  Befereoces  are 
given. 

SlacMncrj/,  etc.,  No.  20410. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Portugal  reports 
that  a  flria  In  his  district  desires  to  purchase  a  machine  for  making  cotXaa 
fishing  nets,  also  tlireud  and'Other  acceesorlea.  CorreiqMHideace  should  be  in 
Portuguese  or  Frendt.  • 

Coffee,  cocoa,  and  augar  bagx.  No.  20411.— An  American  consnlar  oScer  In 
Venezuela  writes  that  a  firm  In  his  district  Is  In  the  market  for  about 
70,000  second-hand  coffee,  cocoa,  and  sugar  bags.  F^rthw  infomuitkn 
may  be  obtained  oa  ai^Ilcatlon  to  the  Bureau  or  Its  dtstrtct  offices.  Bef- 
erence  la  given. 

Mop  heads,  vftndow  eleanar*.  etc.  No.  20412. — firm  In  Canada  tntorma  an 
American  consular  officer  that  It  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  and  exporters  of  unbleached,  twisted,  cotton  mop  heads; 
rubber  window  cleaners ;  diilUren's  toilet  seats ;  and  mop  wringers.  Cata- 
logues, price  lists,  0tc.,  should  bd  seat.  Befermce  la  glv^ 

CeUutoid,  Na  2041S.— An  American  consular  offleer  In  Denmark  r^orts  Ouit  a 
man  In  his  district  desires  to  represent  Amwlcan  manufacturers  of  cellu- 
loid. Ciorrespoudence  may  be  In  English. 

Leather,  No.  20414. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Norway  writes  that  a 
mad  lu  Ills  disti-lct  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations  with  Ameri- 
can ^manufacturers  of  greased  leather  for  making  winter  boots  and  shoei^ 
box  calf  of  all  kinds,  box  hides,  and  kid.   Reference  ts  glmi. 

Satr  ontamentt.  No.  20415. — Supplementing  Foreign  Trade  Opportimlty  1*). 
20014,  the  man  desiring  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  American  manufacturers 
of  hair  ornaments  has  submitted  en  Illustration  of  mother-o'-pearl  orna- 
ments which  may  be  examined  at  tha  Bureau  or  its  -district  offices.  (Belar 

to  file  No.  72707.) 

■  UvMnerv,  No.  20416;~An  American  consular  officer  In  Spain  reports  that's 

firm  In  his  dlstrltA  desloes  to  purcliasa  mochtaery  tor  making  envelopes. 

Cotton  goods,  notions,  Jtardware,  etc.  No.  20417. — An  American  consular  oflteer 
tn  Argentloa  writes  that  n  man  In  his  district  deslree  to  represent  Americaa 
numufacturers  of  cotton  goods  and  notions,  hardware  nnd  household 
utensils,  drugs  and  chemicals,,  dried  fruits,  canvas,  etc.  GorresiMMidenGa 
may  be  In  English.   References  are  given. 

Iron  and  steel,  bicycle$,  eutlcri/,  etc.,  No.  2041S. — ^A  firm  In  India  informs  aa 
American  consular  officer  that  It  desires  to  communicate  with  Ajnericaa 
monufiacturefs  and  exporten  of  Iron  and  steel,  bh^des,  cvtiery.  oettm 
goods,  iiata  and  cape,  conf^ctionwy,  etc.  OorreefmDdeaca  nay  In  ^i^- 
llsh,  but  Portuguese  Is  preferred. 

^ihoe'taees,  Na  20419. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  trannntts  an  Inqulcy 
'ttom&flrm  InJBnaland  which  destrea  to  porduse  shoe  taoe& 
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BBITZSH  FKOHIBITION  OF  CAiniED  FSXTIT. 

[Cablegram  from  American  conanl  geneml,  London,  Har.  11.] 

A  proclamation  of  March  10, 1916,  states  that  beginning  March  13 
the  importation  of  canned,  bottled,  dried,  and  preserved  fruits, 
except  currants,  is  prohibited  except  under  license  issued  by  the  board 
of  trade.  The  prohibiticn  does  not  applj  to  the  products  of  British 
dominions,  colonies,  possessions,  or  protectorates.  [For  further  in- 
formati<Hi  as  to  this  provision,  see  Commkhce  Reports  for  Mar.  7, 
1916.] 

FHniFPINE  HEHF  IKSPECTEB. 

The  Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs,  War  Department,  is  in  receipt  of 
a  cablegram  from  the  Governor  General  of  the  Philippine  Islands, 
dated  March  9,  advising  that  during  the  month  of  February  Philip- 
pine Goremment  fiber  inspectors  inspected  and  stamped  01,723  bales 
abaca  and  10,186  bales  maguey,  as  follows:  Abaca — A,  928;  B,  939; 
C,  1,798 ;  D,  2,474 ;  E,  4,654 ;  S-1, 1,097 ;  S-2, 1,219 ;  S-3, 39o ;  F,  7,148 ; 
G,  3,303;  H,  2,127:  I,  10,344;  J,  18,627;  K.  7521;  L,  16,041;  M, 
8,381;  DL,  1,800;  DM,  1,066;  strings,  etc.,  2,161.  Maguey— One, 
861 ;  two,  5,811 ;  three,  3,168 ;  D,  346. 


NEW  TAX  LAW  IN  TTEUGTrAT. 

New  taxes  on  land  and  buildings  in  Uruguay  are  created  by  a  law 
published  in  the  Diario  Oficial  of  January  18.  A  later  law,  promul- 
gated on  January  31,  requires  nonresident  owners  of  land  in  Uni- 
guay  to  pay  double  taxes.  This  ruling  does  not,  however,  apply  to 
foreign  commercial  or  industrial  companies  holding  concessions 
from  the  Government,  to  Uruguayans  studying  abroad,  to  members 
of  the  consular  and  diplomatic  corps,  nor  to  owners  of  batliing 
beaches  in  certain  zones.  The  nonresident  tax  must  be  paid  by  the 
owner  of  the  land,  even  though  a  renter  may  have  n^reed  in  his  rent 
lease  to  pay  it.  The  proceeds  from  this  excess  tax  will  be  distributed 
among  the  different  institutions  of  learning  in  T^ruguay. 
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OOUUEROB  BEPOBXa. 


SEWEB  PIPES  VSm  3UWAIIAV  XOUIEN  JA7A. 


[A.  P.  Tft;lor,  convspondeat,  B<mk>1u1u,  Feb.  24.] 


The  making  of  sewer  pipes  and  bricks  of  the  molten  lava  from  the 
active  volcano  Kilauea  is  advanced  as  a  business  proposition  by  W.  S. 
Townsend,  a  retired  Ohio  manufacturer  of  sewer  pipes,  who  visited 
the  Hawaiian  Islands  in  February.  The  volcano  is  on  the  island  of 
Hawaii,  32  miles  from  Ililo,  and  reached  directly  by  automobile  over 


old  crater  to  the  floor  of  dead  lava  and  thence  almost  to  the  brink  of 
the  pit  of  Halemaumau  (House  of  Everlasting  Fire). 

Mr.  Townsend  declared  that,  with  proper  madiinery,  pipes  could 
be  molded  from  the  lava  in  exactly  the  same  manner  as  pipes  are 
molded  from  molten  material  in  foundries.  He  advanced  a  plan  to 
erect  endless  bucket  conveyers  that  would  bear  the  lava  out  of  the  pit, 
the  buckets  to  be  made  of  a  special  material  capable  of  withstandmg 
heat  up  to  2,000°  F.  (The  research  work  now  being  carried  on  under 
the  direction  of  Prof.  T.  A.  Jagger,  of  the  Massachusetts  Institute 
cf  Technolo^,  has  proved  that  tne  temperature  of  the  molten  lake  is 
about  1,800°  F.)  Mr.  Townsend  expressed  the  belief  that  the  lava 
would  remain  liquid  during  the  short  time  it  would  be  (m  the  way  to 
the  molds,  which  could  be  placed  in  a  building  near  the  edge  of  the 
crater. 

For  the  past  10  ^ears  the  Lava  Brick  Co.,  of  Honolulu,  has  been 
making  bunding  bricks  from  lava  rocks.  Its  plant  is  located  in  the 
district  of  Kaimuki,  where  there  is  a  vast  outcropping  of  lava  rocks 
from  ancient  volcanic  flows.  These  bricks  are  gray  in  color  and  have 
been  used  extensively  in  the  construction  of  buildings  and  particu- 
larly in  sewer,  manhole,  and  fireplace  work.  Mr.  Tx)wnsend's  idea 
was  considered  quite  unique  in  Honolulu  when  made  public  and  has 
been  taken  seriously. 


Because  of  the  excellent  roads  and  the  popularity  of  automobiles 
here,  the  prevailing  high  cost  of  gasoline  makes  the  preset  an  ex- 
cellent time  to  introduce  electric  vehicles  in  Jamaica.  This  applies 
to  both  pleasure  cars  and  trucks.  Gasoline  is  sold  at  about  48  cents 
United  States  currency  per  gallon.  Water  power  in  Jamaica  is 
plentiful,  but  undeveloped.  Electricity  for  cnarging  is  available, 
but  not  on  a  commercial  bnsis.  In  considering  a  ma^et  for  motor 
vehicles  here  the  steep  grades  must  be  kept  in  mind,  although  the 


Agriculture  is  the  most  important  industry  of  the  island.  Ba- 
nanas, cocoa,  coffee,  and  coconuts  are  the  principal  exports.  Tlie 
most  important  industrial  plants  are  for  the  manufacture  of  aerated 
waters,  cigars,  and  cigarettes,  biscuits,  shoes,  and  leather,  and  there 
are  also  sawmills  and  foundries.  In  the  utter  boilers  and  anall 
machines  have  been  manufactured, 

(A  list  of  firms  In  Klnp*ton  which  raight  be  Interested  In  the  sale  of  electric 
vehicles  may  bo  iihtainetl  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
or  Its  distrU  t  offices.   Itefer  to  file  No.  73487.] 


a  smooth  road  that  dips  down 


JAXAIGA  HAY  TUBN  TO  USE  OF  ELECTRIC  VEHICLES. 


[Consul  J.  C.  Monaghao,  Kingston,  Feb.  17.1 
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OOOPEK&TITE  DAIBIES  IH  DEKKAKK. 

According  to  data  published  in  the  Board  of  Trade  Journal,  Den- 
mark's cooperatiTe  dairies  deal  with  77  per  cent  of  the  milk  pro- 
duced in  that  country  and  represented  in  1913  an  investment  of  some 
$10,720,000.  The  average  number  of  milk  producers  per  dairy  in  that 
year  was  157,  and  the  number  of  cows  958.  As  much  as  5,778  pounds 
of  milk  were  yielded  i>er  cow.  Compared  with  2,750  to  3,300  pounds 
in  1884,  3,858  pounds  in  1888,  and  4,354  pounds  in  1898,  the  progress 
made  as  a  result  of  systematic  selection  and  feeding  is  apparent.  At 
the  same  time  a'  better  butter  return  was  obtained;  in  1898,  26.5 
pounds  of  milk  were  required  to  produce  1  pound  of  butter,  while 
m  1913  the  same  amoimt  of  butter  was  made  from  25.3  pounds  of 
milk. 

A  number  of  cooperative  societies  have  been  organized  for  the  ex- 
portation of  butter,  each  composed  of  federated  dairies  which  under- 
take to  sell  their  butter  through  the  medium  of  their  particular  ex- 
port society.  At  present  there  are  seven  such  in  different  sections  of 
the  country;  these  include  275  dairies  and  have  an  annual  turnover 
of  about  $11,524,000.  Further,  175  dairies  united  in  1901  for  the  co- 
operative purchase  of  industrial  machines  and  apparatus,  and  the 
annual  expenditure  of  this  purchasing  society,  which  now  includes 
851  dairies,  is  about  $589,600.  Half  of  this  amount  is  spent  on  dairy 
machinery  and  appliances. 

SFAIH  AS  PBODUCEB  AHD  CONSUKEB  OF  BICE. 

[Consal  Carl  Ballejr  Hurat,  BarccloDn,  Feb.  0.J 

Although  lar^e  quantities  of  rice  are  annually  consumed  in  the 
Barcelona  district,  practically  all  of  it  is  grown  in  Spain,  which 
each  year  sends  important  shipments  of  rice  to  other  countries.  In 
1913,  for  example,  Spain  exported  about  44,000,000  pounds;  in  1914, 
the  quantity  was  35,665,585  pounds,  and  during  the  first  11  months 
of  1915,  according  to  available  statistics,  the  rice  exports  were  ap- 
proximately 100,482,969  pounds. 

The  greatest  rice-growing  section  of  Spain  is  near  Valencia,  whence 
shipments  arc  made  to  all  parts  of  the  peninsula.  The  rice  is  sold 
to  local  dealers  upon  terms  of  90  days'  credit,  or  of  50  per  cent  cash 
on  acceptance  of  goods,  and  the  remainder  at  30,  60,  90,  or  120  days* 
credit,  according  to  agreement.  The  rice  is  usually  put  up  in  sacks 
of  220  to  242  pounds  weight.  In  negotiating  with  the  cereal  dealers 
of  Barcelona,  American  rice  exporters  would  best  communicate  in 
Spanish,  if  it  is  believed  the  facts  justify  the  exploitation  of  Ameri- 
can rice  in  the  lo^al  market. 

[A  list  of  names  of  Itni'cclonn  cereal  dealers  uiny  be  (Stained  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreltni  ami  DoiucsLic  Commerce  or  Its  district  oHlces.  Itefer  to 
aie  No.  73484  ]   

KEVISED  TRADE  LIEECTORY  OF  NATAL. 

Consul  William  W.  Masterson  at  Durban,  South  Africa,  has  trans- 
mitted a  revised  list  of  merchants  and  importers  in  his  district.  This 
list  can  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  IXimestic  Com- 
merce or  its  district  offices.  Kefer  to  file  Xo.  7'>>'i56. 
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C0KS1TLA&  TBASMBOKOnoir  VOBX  IH  XRIXIA. 

[Consul  Jamei  Oliver  Lalac  KumcU,  Jul.  28.] 

The  December  quarter  proved  to  be  a  very  successful  period  for 
the  Karachi  consulate  from  a  trade-promotion  p<unt  of  view.  lofor- 
mation  supplied  by  this  oflSce  led  to  the  placing  of  a  trial  order 
for  1,000  cases  of  American  beer  by  <me  dealer,  and  another  is  now 
negotiating  with  a  New  England  brewery  with  excellent  prospects 
for  a  favorable  outcome.  Aji  order  for  400  tons  of  crude  diemicals 
went  to  a  New  York  house  as  a  result  of  a  local  in<juiry  at  the  con- 
sulate for  a  list  of  American  firms  handling  such  lines.  An  electri* 
cal  engineer  of  this  city  has  placed  an  order  for  electric  fans  for  a 
hotel  with  an  American  firm  from  catal<wues  and  price  lists  sop- 
plied  by  this  office,  and  an  important  loralfirm  is  now  considering 
a  $50,o6o  electrical-goods  deal  in  the  United  States,  the  articles  re- 
quired being  for  street  and  house  wiring  and  to  run  small  mills  to 
make  the  coarse  flour  which  the  natives  use. 

The  latter  part  of  October  a  local  native  firm  informed  me  that 
it  was  short  of  condensed  milk.  I  at  once  furnished  a  list  of  Ameri- 
can exporters  and  also  sent  to  the  dealer  a  number  of  American 
magazines  and  weekly  papers  with  the  advertisements  of  the  various 
brands  of  milk  marked.  I  have  found  this  sending  of  papers  a 
most  useful  practice;  American  advertising  is  miles  ahead  of  any- 
thing out  here  and  has  its  effect.  The  mer^ant  referred  to  selected 
one  of  the  advertised  brands  and  at  once  mailed  the  manufacturer 
n  proposition.  It  is  too  early  to  know  the  result,  but  it  is  hoped 
that  owing  to  the  excellent  opportunity  for  getting  into  the  market 
this  opening  will  be  followed  up.  Swiss  milk  is  very  scarce  and 
milk  from  Norway  is  going  elsewhere  than  to  India. 

There  is  one  point  that  is,  perhaps,  entitled  to  more  emphasis  than 
is  ordinarily  accorded  to  it.  This  is,  that  the  placii^  oi  one  order 
for  a  given  product  does  not  mean  that  the  market  is  closed  to  aO 
ether  manufacturers  of  similar  goods.  It  very  often  means,  rather, 
that  a  new  field  is  opening,  with  a  chance  for  all.  A  letter  iuat 
i-oceived  from  nn  American  exporter  of  plows  is  a  case  in  point.  The 
letter  stated  that  the  house  was  writing  on  a  "  forlorn  hope,  as  the 
paragraph  in  Commerce  Repotts  [see  the  issue  for  Nov.  5,  1915. 
p.  519]  states  that  a  credit  of  $50,000  has  already  been  opened" 
imd  that  they  (the  firm  writing)  were  undoubtedly  too  laie.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  the  catalogues  and  price  list  of  this  plow  firm 
which  believed  it  had  only,  a  "  forlorn  hope"  have  been  placed  with 
a  large  general  importing  house  in  this  di^rict,  which  is  giving  them 
serious  consideration. 

DEXANB  FOE  FISH  HAKKFJft  DT  SWEBEH. 

[Consul  Uenrral  Ernest  L.  nnrrls,  Stockholm.  Feb.  10.] 

Spruce  and  fir  are  used  in  the  manufacture  of  barrels  which  are 
supplied  for  the  purpose  of  packing  fish  in  Sweden.  Each  barrel  is 
supplied  with  *2  iron  hoops,  and  in  addition,  in  herring  barrels  at 
least,  thei-e  are  from  7  to  8  wooden  hoops.  For  mackerel  barrels 
from  12  to  14  hoojis  are  used. 

It  is  impossible  to  state  the  number  of  barrels  used  each  year,  as 
everything  depends  upon  the  number  of  fish  caught,  but  the  nonmd 
production  can  be  estimated  at  60,000  empty  barrels. 
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TIBES  ASD  FOOTWHAB  FEATUBES  OF  BUBBEB  TBADE. 

The  production  of  rubber  tires  in  the  United  States,  during  1914, 
constituted  almost  half  of  the  total  value  of  all  kinds  of  rubber 
goods  manufactured  in  the  country  during  the  year.  The  United 
States  Bureau  of  the  Census,  which  has  issued  a  preliminary  state- 
ment of  the  results  of  the  census  of  this  branch  of  manufacture, 
gives  the  value  of  tires  produced  as  $146,411,692,  or  48.8  per  cent 
of  Uie  totaL  Next  to  tires,  rubber  footwear  was  the  most  important 
product.  This  included  boots  valued  at  $12,647,934  and  shoes  valued 
at  ^7,858,222.  Comparisons  are  given  between  the  1914  and  the  1909 
figures  for  the  various  branches  of  the  industry. 

Reports  were  received  from  331  establishments.  The  principal 
products  of  23  of  these  establishments  were  rubber  boots  and  shoes; 
of  78,  rubber  belting,  hose,  padcing,  etc. :  and  of  290,  automobile  tires 
or  casings  and  inner  tub^,  motorcycle  and  bicycle  tires,  rubber 
clothing,  druggists*  and  stationers'  sundries,  and  other  miscellaneous 
rubber  goods.  The  products  reported  for  the  331  establishments  for 
1914  were  valued  at  $300,251,827.  At  the  census  of  1909,  267  estab- 
lishments were  reported,  with  products  valued  at  $197,394,638.  The 
increase  in  value  of  products,  therefore,  was  $102,857,189,  or  52.1 
per  cent.  In  addition,  rubber  products  to  the  value  of  $446,68S 
were  reported  in  1914  by  14  establishments  engaged  primarily  in 
other  lines  of  manufacture  but  which  produced  rubber  goods  as  sub- 
sidiary products. 

Statistics  of  the  manufacture  of  tires  were  not  obtained  for  1909, 
hut  it  may  be  safely  assumed  that  the  increase  of  52.1  per  cent  in  the 
total  annual  output  of  rubber  goods  during  the  5-year  period  is  ac- 
counted for  in  very  large  part  by  the  enormous  growth  of  this 
branch  of  the  industry.  There  was  reported  the  manufacture  of 
8,020,815  automobile  tires  or  casings,  valued  at  $105,671,223;  of 
7,906,993  automobile  inner  tubes,  valued  at  $20,098,936;  of  solid  tires 
for  motor  and  other  vehicles,  to  the  value  ol  $13,735,681;  and  of 
3,728,138  motorcycle,  bicycle,  and  aeroplane  tires,  valued  at 
$6,905,852. 

VESSELS  BTJUT  if  mSITED  STATES  IN  FEBBUABY. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Navigation  reports  44  sailing,  steam, 

fas,  and  unrigged  vessels  of  33,303  gross  tons  built  in  the  Unitea 
tates  and  officially  numbered  during  February,  1916. 
The  largest  steel  steamers  included  in  these  figures  are:  Charles 
Pratt,  of  9,800  gross  tons,  built  at  Newport  News,  Va.,  owned  by 
Standard  Oil  Co.;  Texas^  6,678  gross  tons,  built  at  Quincy,  Mass., 
owned  by  the  Texas  Co.;  Artisan,  5,825  gross  tons,  built  at  Sparrows 
Point,  Md.,  owned  by  Maryland  Steel  Co.;  Gold  Shelly  6,614  gross 
tons,  built  at  Wilmington,  Del.,  owned  by  Harlan  &  Hollingsworth 
Corp. 

From  other  sources  than  construction  three  vessels  of  7,0!)(i  gross 
tons  were  added  to  tlie  mercliant  floot.  Those  wer-e:  Steamship 
Healdton,  4,489  gross  tons,  built  at  (JicokocIv.  Sn.tliUHl;  ship  AV//A- 
erinc,  2^02  gross  tons,  buijt  at  (Ihi.-<i>-',-. ,  Stolliuul:  nnd  steam  yacht 
Remli/Ci  403  gross  tons,  built  nt  Hull,  T'^npiliMuI. 
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'  SILESIAK  CEXEHT  IBBUSTBT. 

[Couaul  Harry  O.  Seltzer,  Brestaa,  Feb.  9.1 

Due  to  war  conditions.and  to  the  lack  of  building  activity,  condi- 
tions in  the  Silesian  cement  industry  were  rather  unfavorable  during 
last  year.  This  is  reflected  in  the  various  annual  reports  of  the 
cement,  lime,  and  brick  manufacturers.  Even  before  the  war  there 
was  keen  competition  and  price  cutting,  and  present  conditions  and 
prices  are  not  much  better.  At  the  same  time  there  has  been  a  gen- 
eral scarcity  of  labor  and  the  cost  of  production  has  rapidly  incre^d. 
Output  and  Earnlacrs  of  Certain  Companies. 

The  Schimischowcr  Portland  Cement,  Lime  &  Brick  Works,  A. 
at  Schimischow,  reports  that,  due  to  the  established  policy  of  the 
corporation  to  keep  its  works  upon  the  highest  plane  of  efficioicy, 
the  company  has  been  enabled  to  continue  operations  without  a  loss. 

Although  the  production  was  somewhat  below  that  of  1914  tlie 
value  of  stocks  on  hand  increased  from  $63,815  at  the  end  of  1914 
to  $102,425  at  the  end  of  1915.  This  was  due  to  decreased  sales  and 
to  the  fact  that  the  company  continued  operations  in  order  to  fur- 
nish employment  to  its  old  workers.  The  gross  earnings  of  the  com- 
pany for  1915,  including  interest  and  balance  carried  forward  from 
previous  year,  amounted  to  $120,508  as  compared  with  $183,728  for 
1914. 

The  Gogol  in-Gorasdzer  Lime  &  Cement  Works  A.  G.,  in  Ohico- 
lin,  reports  that  the  production  of  its  works  in  1915  decreased  iiy 
about  ono-third,  due  to  the  restricted  building  activities.  The  costs 
of  operation  increased  considerably  and  yet,  in  order  to  meet  the 
severe  competition,  prices  could  not  be  advanced.  The  ^oss  earn- 
ings of  the  company  for  1915  were  $42,000  as  compared  with  $67,790 
in  1914.  The  company  is  capitalized  at  $500,000. 

Development  of  the  ladostry. 

It  was  in  1857  that  the  manufacture  of  Portland  cement  became 
an  important  industry  in  Silesia.  On  account  of  the  sharp  compe- 
tition a  number  of  independent  works  combined  into  the  Verfaand 
Oberschlesischer  Portland-Zementfabriken  in  1893  and  price  agree- 
ments were  made,  but  it  was  not  until  1910  that  the  union  was  com- 
pleted by  an  a^^ment  with  the  four  outstanding  works.  The  Ver- 
band  now  consists  of  12  factories,  including  one  in  West  Prusaa, 
with  an  annual  producing  capacity  of  over  6,000,000  barrels. 

Before  the  war  the  export  traSe  in  cement  extended  to  Russia, 
Austria-Hungary,  Boumania,  Servia,  Bulgaria,  and  oversea  diip- 
ments  to  both  North  and  South  America,  Africa,  and  Australia  were 
steadily  increasing.  This  is  all  the  more  remarkable  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that  the  cost  of  labor  was  steadily  increasing  and  imports 
are  admitted  free  of  duty.  But  the  manuflEicturers  met  these  prob- 
lems  by  the  installation  of  improved  grinding  machinery  and  modem 
rotary  iron  ovens.  The  exports  tra&  is  now  restricted  to  the  ne^- 
boring  States  and  to  the  Scandinavian  Peninsula. 

Oermsn  frodnetion  and  Trade. 

According  to  data  published  in  Statistisches  Jajrbnch  fur  dis 

Deutsche  Eeich,  1914,  the  total  quantity  of  Portland  cement  pro- 
duced in  Germany  in  1912  was  39,626,548  barrels  of  375  pohnds, 
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valued  at  $37,043,610.  The  output  of  iron  Portland  cement  amounted 

to  1,508,906  barrels  and  slag  cement  to  1,184,256  barrels. 

The  imports  into  and  exports  of  cement  &om  German;^  during 
1913  and  tne  first  six  months  of  1914  (being  the  latest  statisUcs  avaif 
able)  were  as  follows: 


Owiiililwi, 


niroBTs  noH— 


Anstrto-Honsftrr. 

Balelmn  

DaiiinArk  

France  

SwltMriand  


Bzrovn  io— 


AlKnitlnft  

AoalrallnD  folon. 
Aoatrls-Hniigary . . 


19U 


Ntttmu. 
65.  «i 
62,612 
23,460 


20,588 


66,067 
fi5.757 
37,600 


JaD.  1  to 
June  30, 
leil. 


Net  font. 
41.S53 
16, 113 
13.531 

i.Ria 

16,257 


36.0rn 
25.  M7 
12,670 


CiniittriM. 


ixHsta  xo— em. 

Biun  

ChUe  , 

France  

Finlsod  

HelifcoUnd  

Netherlauls  

Netherlands  Indke  ..„. 

Monvfty  

Russia  

FhlUpptaus  


1013 


Ifrttont. 

178,037 
85.300 
66.440 
44.127 
23  033 

102  OGI 
66,033 
21.537 
65.190 
35,323 


7an.  1  to 
19U. 


NHInu. 
».8S1 
28.063 
33,  HI 
13.06B 
1,S3S 
77.174 
sr.  GOB 

is.m 

18.467 
10,188 


During  the  first  half  of  1914  the  following  quantities  in  metric 
tons  not  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  table  were  also  exported :  Bel- 
gium, 4,994;  Denmark,  5,903;  Great  Britain,  4,450;  Sweden,  5,186; 
Spain,  3,713;  Turkey,  7,987;  British  South  Africa,  1,723;  British 
West  Africa,  1,583;  German  East  Africa,  8j004;  German  Southwest 
Africa,  5,225;  Kamerun,  2,861;  Portuguese  East  Africa,  4,775;  Brit- 
ish India,  7,046;  Ceylon,  1,769;  Mexico,  2,972;  Peru,  2.014;  Uru- 
guay, 4,892;  Venezuela,  1^71;  and  the  United  States,  10,768. 


SEBVZGE  BETWEEN  FBIHCE  EDWAKD  XSLABS  AHS  HAHTIiAjn). 

IConinl  WUliam  A.  Pierce,  Cbarlottetown.  Prince  Edward  iBland,  Uar.  2.] 

An  uninterrupted  daily  steamship  connection  between  Prince  Ed- 
ward Is^lfind  and  the  mainland  has  been  successfully  maintained  this 
winter  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  island.  Efforts  have 
been  made  for  years  by  the  Marine  Department  to  get  ice-breaking 
boats  through  the  heavy  ice  of  Northumberland  Strait  on  schedule 
time,  but  unsuccesssfully.  The  new  car-ferry  steamer  Prince  Ed- 
ward Island^  built  in  England,  was  the  instrument  for  making  this 
record  in  winter  transportation.  On  Monday,  Wednesday,  and 
Friday  of  each  week  the  vessel  leaves  Charlottetown  for  Pictou, 
Nova  Scotia,  making  the  return  trips  Tuesdays,  Thursdays,  and 
Saturdays.  The  Dominion  Government  steamer  Stanley^  sailing 
from  Georgetown,  Prince  Edward  Island,  for  the  same  port  on  the 
mainland  every  other  day,  interchangeably  with  the  Prince  Edward 
hlandt  makes  the  daily  connection  complete. 

This  all-winter  mainland  service  has  been  a  boon  to  the  traveling 
public  and  of  great  benefit  to  the  trading  and  shipping  community 
of  Charlottetown  and  the  whole  island.  The  necessity  of  ware- 
housing all-winter  stocks  of  goods  is  no  longer  being  done.  Expor- 
tation of  island  products  is  more  regular  and  largor  in  volume. 
For  example,  shipments  to  the  United  States  invoiced  at  the  Char- 
lottetown consul  for  the  first  two  iiiontiis;  of  1910  were  valued  at 
$47,640,  compared  with  $16,?»2fl  for  tlio  first  two  mouths  of  1915. 
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COMHEBOE  BEPOBTS. 


BEinSH  TBASE  APTEB  THE  WAB. 

IDocumciit  transmitted  by  Cooimercial  Attachfi  A.  H.  Baldwin.] 

A  report  under  the  above  title  was  issued  on  February  2  by  a  sub- 
committee of  the  commercial  branch  of  the  British  Board  of  Trad* 
Tvhich  was  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  considexin^  means  of  pro- 
tecting the  interests  of  recently  established  British  mdustiies.  The 
conclusions  and  recommendations  of  the  committee  are  of  the  utmost 
importance  ns  an  indication  of  the  general  opinion  in  trade  circles 
and  the  possible  future  policy  of  the  GoTemment  in  regard  to  tariff 
legislation. 

In  consequence  of  the  Board's  trade-promotion  activities — the  Ex- 
change Meetings  and  the  British  Industries  Fair — certain  new 
branches  of  production  were  undertaken  to  supply  the  need  of  com- 
modities hitiierto  impoi*ted  from  Gennany  and  Austria-Hungary. 
From  among  these,  12  industries  were  chc^en  as  the  most  profitable 
subjects  of  in(iuiry,  and  representative  firms  and  associations  in  each 
industry  were  invited  to  furnish  suggestions  as  to  po^ble  govern- 
ment action.  Later  a  number  of  witnesses  appeared  before  the  com- 
mittee to  give  additional  testimony. 

In  view  of  the  severe  competition  which  is  expected  to  arise  after 
the  war  between  British  trade  and  that  of  the  present  enemy  coun- 
tries, an  extensive  program  of  legislation  was  suggested  for  the 
purpose  of  safeguarding  the  newly  establi^ed  industries.  On  the 
basis  of  these  suggestions  the  committee  formed  its  definite  recom- 
mendations for  kgislntion.  A  permanent  reversal  of  the  Britidi 
policy  of  free  trade  is  advised  in  the  statement  that  "  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  impose  some  widely  spread  import  duties  {by  which)  a  larger 
proportion  of  the  revenue  should  be  raised."  "  Tariff  protection  for 
manufacturers  of  certain  articles  "  and  the  establishment  of  "  a  sepa- 
rate ministry  charged  solely  with  the  safeguarding  and  extension 
of  British  industi-y  and  trade  and  freed  from  the  regulative  duties 
.  .  .  which  at  present  devolve  upon  the  Board  of  Trade''  are  the 
most  noteworthy  of  the  remaining  15  recommendations. 

Industries  Particularly  Sequlrins  Protection. 

The  12  industries  specifically  considered  by  the  subcommittee  are 
the  following:  Paper  manufacture,  the  printing  trade  (includiiuf 
color  printing),  the  stationery  trade,  the  jeweler^  and  silversnutii^ 
trade,  cutlery,  fancy  leather  goods,  glassware  (including  table  and 
laboratory  ware  and  bottles),  china  and  earthenware,  toys,  electrical 
apparatus,  bnislnvare,  etc.  and  the  magneto  industry.  A  t^tative 
program  of  tariff  protection  desired  by  the  industries  concerned  is 
set  forth  as  follows  in  the  report: 

Pnper  mnnufnctiires  15  iier  cent  od  valorem. 

Prfnteil  mnttor  33^  per  cent  ntl  valorem. 

Silvei-smlth's  wares  15  per  t-ent  ad  valorem. 

Cutlery  10-20  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

Fancy  leather  {(oods  .  33i  per  cent  ad  valoron. 

Glassware : 

Table  and  lighting  glass  Total  prohiblti<Hi  of  German  and  Aaatriaa 


glass  for  8  or  S  years;  thea  SSI 
cent  ad  vatoran. 


Optical  and  cliemlcnl  fcloas. 

Couiinon  elnss  wares  

Glass  bottles  


2-'>-S0  per  cent  ad  valoron  tor  5  yeartL 

10- 1.')  per  cent  nd  valorem, 
ri  ivr  cent  ad  valorem. 


China  and  curtlienware-. 


..  20  per  cent  ad  valorem  (with  a  hlglier 
rate  on  fanc7  wares). 
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Toys: 

Other  than  mechanics]  25-30  per  crat  ad  valorem. 

Mechanical  "  An  lOKSoIutely  prohibitive  rate." 

Brushes  and  brush  ware  15  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

Magnetos  S8J  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

The  committee  does  not  include  these  rates  of  duty  in  its  recom- 
mendationSj  but  states  that  when  British  manufacturers  undertake 
the  production  of  articles  of  vital  importance  to  the  national  safety  or 
essential  to  other  industries  thej[  should  receive  suffident  tariff  pro- 
tection to  enable  them  to  maintain  such  production  after  the  war.^ 
Changes  in  Patent,  Copyright,  and  Kerchandise  Maria  Laws. 

Many  recommendations  for  amendments  of  the  existing  law  as  to 
copyrights,  patents,  trade-marks  and  merchandise  marks  were  re- 
ceived by  the  conunittee.  It  was  urged  by  representatives  of  the 
printing  trade  that  the  United  Kingdom  copyright  law  i^ould  be 
amended  in  conformity  with  that  of  the  United  States,  especially  as 
regards  the  provision  that  works  to  be  copyrighted  in  the  United 
States  must  be  published  in  the  country  even  if  for  sale  elsewhere. 
This  suggestion  received  the  indorsement  of  the  committee.  Present 
deficiencies  in  the  service  of  the  Patent  Office  were  discussed  and 
many  details  of  a  new  patent  policy  were  brought  up.  The  com- 
mittee's final  recommendations  provide  that "  efforts  which  have  been 
made  to  secure  uniformity  ot  patent  law  throughout  the  Empire 
should  be  continued ;  the  provisions  of  the  law  regarding  compulsory 
working  of  patents  in  the  United  Kingdom  should  be  more  rigidly 
enforced;  and  that  the  fullest  possible  information  as  to  enemy 
patents  should  be  given  to  British  firms  during  the  war  and  every 
practicable  assistance  for  their  use."  In  response  to  the  almost 
unanimous  demand  on  the  part  of  the  witnesses  that  the  origin  of 
foreign  manufactured  articles  should  be  indicated,  the  committee 
recommends  that  all  German  and  Austrian  goods  be  umnistakably 
marked  as  to  their  countrr  of  origin  by  a  legend  placed  on  the  sur- 
face of  the  goods  themselves.  A  somewhat  less  rigid  requirement 
is  advised  for  goods  from  other  countries.  Alien  firms  and  alien- 
owned  companies  should  be  prohibited  from  registering  in  the  United 
Kingdom  trade-marks  containing  English  words.  Additional  rules 
for  the  administration  of  infringement  complaints  are  provided. 
IBieellaaeoni  Seeommendations. 

The  appointment  of  trade  commissioners  under  the  authcHity  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  and  assigned  to  the  principal  foreign  countries 
as  called  for  in  addition  to  a  reorganization  of  the  Consular  Service 
with  a  view  to  increasing  its  efficiency.  Further,  it  is  urged  Uiat 
efforts  be  made  to  induce  the  self-govei*ning  dominions  and  the  col- 
onies  to  accord  to  British  commercial  travelers  preferential  treatnumt 
in  regard  to  license  fees. 

Another  group  of  recommendations  looks  toward  the  securing  of 
fair  and  unportial  treatment  for  British  firms  by  transportation  and 
flipping  companies  and  for  the  suppression  of  certain  methods  of 
undervaluation  of  goods  at  the  customs  houses  in  foreign  markets, 
which  are  said  to  have  been  practiced  by  certain  European  exporters 
to  the  disadvantage  of  British  exporting  firms. 

Larjger  grants  of  money  and  more  effective  organization  of  the 
agencies  now  at  work  in  the  field  of  scientific  industrial  research  are 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1002 


COMMBBOB  BBPOBIB. 


considered  necessary  for  the  future  development  of  British  indusby. 

Various  Government  conunittees,  the  Board  of  Education,  the  uni- 
versities, and  certain  trade  associations  should  coordinate  their  efforts 
under  Government  supervision  to  solve  the  technical  problems  aris- 
ing in  all  branches  of  production. 

Ezteulon  of  Import  Dutlet. 

By  far  the  most  important  of  the  committee's  recommendations, 
although  the  least  detailed,  is  the  statement  that  "  it  will  be  neces- 
s&ry  to  impose  some  widely  spread  import  duties  "  and  that  a  larger 
percentage  of  the  revenue  than  heretofore  should  be  raised  by  such 
means.  Since  September,  1915,  import  duties  have  been  levied  on 
certain  articles,  mostly  luxuries,  but  the  recommendations  of  the 
conunittee  make  it  plam  that  there  is  a  demand  for  a  continuation, 
even  a  wide  extension,  of  this  system  as  a  settled  policy  and  not 
simply  ns  a  temporary  measure  for  raising  revenue. 

The  reasons  given  for  this  demand  are  specific.  According  to  the 
testimony  given  before  the  committee,  tariff  protection  will  t»  neces- 
sary for  the  continued  existence  after  the  war  of  industries  other 
than  the  12  named  in  the  report  Public  opinion  is  believed  to  be 
in  sympathy  with  the  desire  of  the  British  dominions  to  obtain  tariff 
preference  from  the  mother  country,  and  there  is  also  a  strong  desire 
to  grant  favorable  treatment  to  the  present  allies  of  Great  Britain. 
It  IS  held  that  "the  present  high  direct  taxation  tends  to  raise  the 
rate  of  interest  on  money  "  and  thus  impedes  the  investment  of  capital 
which  is  so  essential  for  the  employment  of  labor.  In  the  opinion 
of  the  committee,  a  policy  of  moderate  duties  on  imports  in  general 
will  do  much  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  high  protective  duties  for 
the  industries  which  have  received  special  consideration  in  the  report. 
By  this  means  it  would  be  possible  to  establish  preferential  duties  in 
favor  of  British  colonies  and  allied  nations. 

[A  copy  of  the  report  is  on  file  In  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce and  win  be  loaned  to  tliose  interested  uiwn  nppllcntlon.] 


AHEBXCAH  COHSULAB  OmCEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  i-elative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jturisdictions: 


Hftme. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 

Address. 

N«vme,  Edwin  L  

Bradler,  %\  llltam  Barrlson. . . 

l«mon,  E.M  

Te;;iirl^|>a,  Honduras 

Apr.  1 
Apr.  1 

Apr.  2j 

1978  West  83th  Street,  Clereland,  Ohio. 
Century  Club,  7  VV  est  43d  Stnet,  New 

York  aty. 
(») 

■  Tbc  itinerary  of  Consul  LnivtoD  Is  fiUbetantlAlIy  as  foUoirs :  San  Francisco,  Mar.  4  to  6; 
Loa  AnRplcs,  Mar.  0  to  lit;  Chattanooga,  Uar,  22  to  27;  CInclonatI,  Mar.  29  to  Apr.  IB; 


Washington,  Apr.  IT  to  2S, 


The  exports  of  linen  grods  from  Dresden,  Germany,  for  the  United 
States  decreosed  in  value  from  $l,t64.n00  for  1914  to  $378,691  for 
"915,  according  to  invoices  c(>i-tified  at  th.tt  consulate. 
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GSOSBV  KINIMO  UW  EFFECTIVE  NEXT  KONTH. 

[CaUesnuB  from  Aiaerteait  amlKurador  st  Tokjo,  Japan.] 

It  has  been  ordered  that  the  new  mining  law  of  Chosen  shall  go 
into  effect  on  April  1,  1916.  Tlie  long-await«d  change  was  promul- 
gated as  Ordinance  No,  8  on  December  24, 1915,  and  the  law  m  prac- 
tically all  its  new  features  is  based  tipon  the  law  now  in  operation 
in  Japan. 

It  limits  the  enjoyment  of  mining  rights  to  Japanese  subjects  or 
juridical  persons  While  this  is  identical  with  the  provision  in  force 
m  Japan  proiier,  it  will  not  apply  to  mining  rights  in  Cliosen 
already  Held  by  forcijgn  individual  or  juridical  persons  at  the  time 
of  the  enforcement  ot  the  law. 

The  act  further  provides  that  a  forei^  juridical  person  whose 
principal  object  is  the  operation  of  mines  in  Chosen  ma^  not  succeed 
to  rights  held  by  other  foreigners  unless  it  establishes  its  head  office 
in  Chosen.  This  ruling  had  already  been  made  by  the  Governor. 
General  as  early  as  1914,  in  the  case  of  the  Kapsan  Mining  Conces- 
sion, whoee  transfer  to  an  English  cwporation  it  refused  to  sanction 
because  the  proposed  transferee  would  not  consent  to  establish  its 
head  office  in  Chosen. 

aires  Coatrd  to  eoremor  OcBenL 

It  gives  the  governor  general  control  over  the  appointment,  dis- 
missal, and  quaufications  of  expert  superintendents  of  mines,  a  pro> 
vision  evidently  based  on  the  law  operative  in  Ja^an  proper.  It  is 
also  provided,  however,  that  as  regards  those  mining  rights  held 
under  special  concessions  (as  most  of  the  important  ^reign  rights 
are),  the  new  ordinance  is  applicable  only  in  so  far  as  it  does  not 
conflict  with  the  terms  of  the  special  grants. 

A  communication  from  the  consul  general  in  Seoul  transmits  a 
memorandum  prepared  by  Vice  Consul  Raymond  S.  Curtice,  con- 
taining an  analysis  of  the  law.  The  particular  provisi(m8  to  which 
he  directs  attention  are: 

The  extension  of  the  list  to  tnchide  some  29  different  mlnerote,  as  against  tbe 
17  lilnds  included  in  the  former  mining  nnd  placer  mining  laws. 

The  restriction  of  the  enjoyment  of  mining  rights  to  Japanese  subjects  or  to 
corporations  organized  in  accordance  with  Japanese  law. 

Tbe  Introduction  Into  tlie  law  of  features  of  the  present  Japanese  law,  as  rep- 
resented by  close  supervision  of  claims  and  the  administration  thereof,  with 
special  reference  to  the  provisions  relating  to  **  technical  superintendents." 

The  provision  that  permits  for  mining  gold  ore  now  include  also  the  rl^t  to 
work  all  placer  within  the  claim. 

The  concdiation  in  certain  cases  of  mining  permits.  Particular  attention  Is 
directed  to  section  4,  which  cites  the  case  of  persons  failing  to  conform  to  the 
worlclDg  plans  which  have  been  approved  by  the  authorities. 

The  raising  of  the  ground  tax  nnd  the  foct  that  the  total  value  of  the  mineral 
output,  whl<^  forms  tbe  basis  of  the  rcQraltles,  Is  to  be  decided  by  the  goremor 
general  of  Chosen.  , 

teileiMr  txgtiKtians  to  be  Imed. 

Policing  regulations  to  be  Issued.  Judging  from  the  police  regulations  In 
regard  to  mining  in  force  in  Japan  proper,  tlie  policing  regulations  contemplated 
by  this  article  will  cover  such  matters  as  the  Qnaliflcatlons,  appointment,  and 
dlamiwfli  of  technical  superintendents,  measures  to  be  taken  for  the  safety  of  the 
mines,  control  of  expionlves,  etc. 

Tbe  repeal  of  all  former  laws  governing  mining. 

Provision  for  the  retention,  In  spite  of  the  provisions  of  article  6,  by  foreigners 
of  claims  legally  held  by  them  at  tbe  time  this  ordinance  goes  Into  effect.  The 
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Implication,  furthermore.  Is  that  the  right  of  transfer  to  other  foreigners  or 
foreign  corporations  of  such  claims  Is  held  to  reside  In  the  present  ovmers  or 
their  successors,  passing  with  the  title  to  the  claim,  unless  such  successors  are 
Japanese  subjects  or  corporations  or  are  foreign  corporations  **  whose  principal 
object  is  the  carrying  on  of  mining  operations  In  Chosen"  and  whose  bead 
ofllces  are  not  established  In  Chosen. 

The  protection  of  the  validity  of  the  spedal  conces^on  grants  as  against  the 
new  law,  providing  at  the  same  time  for  Uie  opontioD  of  the  new  law  In  matttfs 
not  covered  by  such  concession  grants. 

The  new  law  fails  to  provide  for  mining  leases.  This  seems  to  be 

contrary  to  the  generally  established  custom  in  other  countries,  but  is 
entirely  in  consonance  with  the  provisions  of  the  law  in  Japan  proper. 

Under  the  former  Korean  law,  the  control  of  mining  was  vested  in 
the  Department  of  Agriculture,  Commerce,  and  Industry,  as  is  the 
case  now  in  Japan,  whereas  the  new  law  transfers  the  control  in 
Chosen  directly  to  the  governor  general,  who,  of  course,  will  appl^ 
his  powers  through  the  Mining  Bureau  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, Commerce,  and  Industry. 

Chaises  In  List  of  Hlnerals  Included, 

The  minerals  listed  in  the  three  ordinances  under  discus^on  natu- 
rally vary  according  as  their  presence  is  or  was  known  In  the  re- 
spective countries.  With  the  exact  geological  survey  now  nearly  com- 
pleted by  the  Governor  General,  it  was  only  to  be  expected  that 
the  list  of  minerals  under  the  new  law  would  be  greatly  extended. 
Those  added  are  bismuth,  iron  sulphide,  iron  chromite,  tungsten, 
molybdenite,  arsenic,  phosphate,  asphalt,  mica,  asbestos,  kaolin,  and 
silica.  As  compared  with  the  list  of  minerals  given  in  the  Japanese 
law,  the  absence  of  lignite  in  the  Chosen  list  is  noted,  as  well  as  the 
absence  in  the  Japanese  law  of  mica,  asbestos,  kaolin,  silica^  and  all 
alluvial  deposits.  The  former  Korean  laws  had  a  special  ordi- 
nance controlling  the  mining  of  alluvial  deposits  of  gold,  tin,  and 
iron;  but  the  new  law  classes  such  alluvial  deposits  with  the  ordi- 
nary minerals,  so  far  as  regulations  for  their  working  are  concerned. 

Foreign  Coantrlei  Bepresented  In  Claims. 

In  connection  with  the  provision  that  no  transfer  of  a  claim  may 
be  made  to  a  foreign  corporation  "  whose  principal  object  is  the  car- 
rying on  of  mining  operations  in  Chosen,^'  unless  the  head  office  of 
such  corporation  is  established  in  Chosen,  the  number  of  claims,  in- 
cluding the  special  concessions,  which  fall  under  this  disposition  was, 
according  to  the  latest  figines  available  (Jan.  I,  1915)j  as  follows: 
English,  7;  Americans,  34;  Germans,  2;  French,  4;  Italians,  2;  Rus- 
sians, 1 ;  total,  50. 

Changes  have  occurred  during  1915,  but  the  general  tendent^ 
was  toward  a  decrease  in  the  total  given.  The  special  concessions 
represent  28  claims,  and  the  balance  are  practically  nothing  but 
prospects,  one  or  two  only  having  had  real  development  work  done. 

[A  translation  Into  KuKlish  o£  (he  new  mining  law  of  Chosen  may  he  in- 
spected at  tlie  Diiniin  of  Forel;;n  and  I>onK«tic  Gwnmerce  or  its  district  offices. 
Uefer  to  flio  No.  73213.  J   

A  list  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  leading  dealers  in  and 
makei's  of  artificial  limbs  in  Manchester,  England,  has  been  received 
from  Consul  R.  E.  Holaday  and  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of 
"^oreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices.   Refer  to  file 
.  73083. 
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FOREIGN  TEASE  OFFOSnmiTIES. 

fieserred  addresses  mar  be  obtained  from  the  Bnr«««  rtnd  Its  AiMtrlot  ofl«e«.  RequCBt 

for  each  opportualty  should  be  on  a  si'iiaratc  sheet  and  the  file  number  given. 

Swrdtcare,  cutlery,  ffUissicare,  etc..  No.  20420. — An  American  consuliir  ofUcer  In 
South  Africa  reports  tlint  Q  niQD  iu  his  district  desires  to  represent  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  of  enamel  ware,  stassware,  hardware,  picture-frame 
moldings,  plate  glass,  unframed  pictures,  advertising  novoUios,  fancy 
gootls,  furniture,  tools,  paper  bags,  toilet  goods,  earthenware,  boots  and 
shoes  for  women  and  children,  wooden  egg  boxes,  fencing  wire,  haber- 
dashoT,  knives,  stone  and  crockery  wore,  paints,  pens,  perfames,  roofing 
materials,  rubber  goods,  stoves,  wooilenware,  and  clothing  for  women  and 
children,  etc.  Correspondence  may  be  In  English.   Refereuces  are  given. 

Electric  lampa.  No.  20421.— A  firm  in  England  writes  tlrnt  It  desires  to  com- 
municate with  American  manufacturers  of  electric  lamps. 

Bide*  and  tbtna,  eork,  tannin  matciial.  etc..  No.  20422.— -A  firm  in  the  United 
States  writes  that  a  member  of  its  Arm,  now  in  Algiers,  desires  to  be  placed 
In  touch  with  American  exporters  of  tools  and  boots  and  shoes  for  women 
and  children,  and  importers  of  salted  hides  and  skins,  dates  and  figs,  cork, 
essence  of  geranium  and  eucalyptus,  olive  oil,  and  tannin  materlaL  Cor- 
respondence may  be  In  English.  Beferences  are  given. 

Sfe^  tire$  for  locomotive*,  Na  20423.— ^n  American  consular  <^cer  In  Portugal 
reports  that  a  firm  in  his  district  is  In  the  market  for  9  steel  driving-whe^ 
tires  and  4  steel  bogle  wheel  tires  for  locomotives  of  a  class  called  "Alem- 
tejo,"  also  4  steel  tires  for  locomotives  of  a  class  called  "  Mosca."  Quota- 
tions c.  i.  f.  Lisbon  and  information  as  to  date  of  delivery  are  desired.  It 
is  stated  that  cash  will  be  paid  on  delivery  In  Lisbon.  References  are  given. 
Ciorrespondence  may  be  In  JSugilsh.  Blue  prints  of  the  tires  desired  may 
be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  offices.    (Befer  to  file  Na  78326.) 

^ngraver'g  copper.  No,  20£24. — A  firm  In  Switzerland  Informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  American  manu- 
facturers and  exporters  of  engraver's  copper  plates.  Quotations  and  sam- 
ples are  desired  immediately.  Gorretq^ndence  may  be  in  English. 

Tobacco,  No.  20425.— An  American  consular  officer  In  India  reports  that  a  firm 
In  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  American  manufacturers 
of  tobacco. 

Painta  and  vamisJies,  No.  20426. — An  American  consular  officer  In  East  Africa 
writes  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  represent  American  manufac- 
turers of  paints  and  varnishes.  Catalogues  and  full  information  rfiould 
be  sent   Correspondence  may  t>e  in  English. 

Flour,  No.  20427.— A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  reports  that  a  firm  in 
Brazil  desires  to  establish  couunerdal  relations  with  American  manufac- 
turers and  exporters  of  flour. 

Seiin,  No.  20428.— A  firm  in  Finland  writes  that  it  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch 
with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  resin  for  the  paper  industry. 

Cotton  good»,  etc..  No.  20429. — A  firm  In  Egypt  writes  that  It  desires  to  com- 
municate with  American  manufacturer  and  exi>orters  of  drapery  and 
white  cotton  goods,  such  as  mull,  madat)olIam,  etc. 

Taper,  No.  20430. — An  American  consular  officer  In  England  reports  that  a  Arm 
In  his  district  desires  to  receive  quotations,  c.  i.  f.  British  ports,  on  720 
reams  of  white  art  paper,  28  by  29  inches;  and  900  reams  of  supercalen- 
dered  paper  28  by  38  Inches.  Samples  of  the  paper  desired  may  be  exam- 
ined at  the  Bureau  or  Its  district  ofiices.   (Refer  to  file  No.  78138.) 

Glove*,  Mfcften  utemiU,  dreat  fatteners,  etc..  No.  20431. — A  man  in  Spain  in- 
forms on  American  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  purchase  wholesale 
supplies  of  cotton  and  linen  gloves,  kitchen  utensils,  dress  fasteners,  writ- 
ing materials,  chemical  and  pharmaceutical  products,  orthopedic  articles, 
and  esparto  cloth.  A  sample  of  the  esparto  cloth  may  be  examined  at  the 
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Bureaa  or  its  district  offices.  Beter  to  aie  No.  "^850.)  It  Is  stated  that 
possibly  buckram  could  be  used  as  a  substitute  for  the  ecqparto  doth.  Oor- 
respondence  may  be  In  B^i^Udi. 

Machin&v,  No.  20432.— An  American  consular  officra*  in  India  reporte  Uut  a 
firm  In  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  in  toudi  \^th  American  manntft^ 
turers  of  machinery  for  making  cocoDut  oil.  Catalogues,  price  lists,  and 
full  Information  should  be  sent.   Quotations  should  be  made  c  L  t.  destl* 

nation.   Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Machinery,  No.  20433. — firm  In  France  Informs  an  American  consular  of&Bu 
that  it  desires  to  purchase  Immediately  secondrband  gUs  machines,  for  24^ 
28,  or  38  hands,  and  capable  of  working  with  or  against  the  nap  on  cotton 

goods. 

Material  for  overalls,  etc..  No.  20434. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Not^ 
way  reports  that  several  firms  in  his  district  desire  to  be  placed  In  touch 
with  American  manufacturers  of  materials  for  making  machine  jackets, 
aprons,  and  oreralls.  Correspondence  may  be  In  Ei^flish.  Samples  should 
accompany  catalogues,  etc. 

Insulating  materials,  No.  20435.— A  firm  in  England  writes  that  It  desires  to 
purchase  Insulating  materials,  such  as  pres»«pahn,  varnished  cambric,  and 
vulcanized  fiber. 

Paving  blocks.  No.  20436.— A  firm  In  Canada  writes  that  it  desires  to  be  idaced 
in  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of  creosoted  and  other  wood 
blocks  for  pavements. 

Mica,  No.  20437. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  reports  that  a  firm  ta 
Brazil  desires  to  communicate  with  American  Importers  of  mica. 

General  agency,  No.  20133. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Uruguay  reports 
that  tiie  senior  member  of  n  firm  In  his  district  wH!  arrive  In  the  United 
iitutes  within  a  sliort  time  and  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  American 
manufacturers  desiring  to  be  represented  In  that  country.  No  particular 
Hue  Is  specified.  Reference  Is  given. 

Machinery,  No.  20439. — A  Ilrro  in  the  United  States  writes  that  Its  corre- 
spouiient  in  Belgium  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  American  mano- 
fucturers  of  machinery  for  making  cement  tiles,  shingles,  and  other  cemoit 

articles. 

Chemicals,  and' fabrics  for  automobiles  ,ctc.,  No.  2O440. — A  firm  in  the  United 
States  writes  that  its  corresiwndeiit  in  Spain  desires  to  be  placetl  in  touch 
wltli  American  manufacturera  and  exporters  of  chemical  "products.  Quota- 
tions are  desired  immediately  for  bi-omo  for  laboratory  use.  It  Is  stated 
that  the  man  also  desires  to  represent  manufacturers  of  fabrics  and 
cari>ets  for  automobiles  aud  carriages. 

Machinery,  No.  20441. — A  man  in  the  United  States  wTltcs  that  he  has  an 
Inquiry  from  South  America  for  catalogues,  quotations,  and  full  informa- 
tion from  American  manufacturers  of  madiinery  for  making  cottonseed 
oil. 

Vegetable  drugs,  No.  20442. — An  American  consular  ofllcer  In  the  United  King- 
dom writes  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with 
American  producers  of  vegetable  drugs,  sucii  as  cascara  bark,  sassafras 
bark,  luamlraiic  I'oot,  euoiiymus  bark,  ljnyl>erry  bark,  slippery  elm  bark,  etc 

Piece  goods,  paint,  caps,  shoe  polish,  etc.,  No.  20443.-— A  firm  In  India  writes 
that  It  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations  with  American  manufac- 
turers of  piece  goods,  black  paint,  Indian  caps,  shoe  polish,  etc. 

Qlasa  bars.  No.  20444. — A  firm  in  Canada  \^-rltes  that  it  desires  to  communicate 
with  American  manufacturers  of  glass  towel  bars. 

Watcliea,  clocks,  etc..  No.  2044.'). — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Siberia  re- 
ports tliat  n  nmn  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  quotatlmis 
on  watelies,  clocks,  and  watch  and  clock  making  tools.  Oorrespondoica 
should  )>e  In  Russian. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


'CoynsmcE  bepobts. 


Packing  material*.  No.  20448. — A  firm  In  Guatemala  informs  an  American  con- 
sular oflBccT  that  it  Is  In  tbe  market  for  all  kinds  of  engine,  pomp,  sheet, 
and  other  packing.  It  Is  stated  that  cash  will  be  paid  against  shipping 
docomenta.  Samples  and  quotations  should  be  sent  Immediately. 

Cfloth,  No.  20447. — An  American  consular  officer  In  India  reports  that  a  firm  In 
hte  district  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of 
doth. 

Raincoatt,  No.  20448. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Norway  reports  that  a 
traveUng  agent  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  samples,  lUu»trated  cata- 
l<%ues,  and  quotations.  Including  commission,,  from  American  manufac- 
turers of  raincoats  for  both  men  and  women.  Correspondence  may  be  In 
Snglish.  Reference  Is  given. 

Candl€8  and  wrapping  paper.  No.  20449. — A  firm  in  Africa  informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  It  desires  to  receive  samples  and  full  Information  from 
American  manufacturers  of  candles  and  wrapping  paper.  Quotations 
f.  o.  b.  New  York  should  be  sent.  Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 


SHALE  TO  Tm.D  FUTUBE  GASOLDVE  SUPPLY. 

It  is  estimated  by  the  United  States  Geological  Sui-vey  that  in 
Colorado  alone  there  is  sufficient  shale,  in  beds  3  feet  or  more  thick, 
to  yield  20,000,000,000  barrels  of  crude  oil  from  which  at  least  2,000,- 
000,000  barrels  of  gasoline  may  be  extracted  by  ordinary  refining 
processes. 

Little  attention  has  been  paid  to  this  shale  because  the  quantity 
of  petroleum  i>roduced  from  wells  In  the  United  States  has  been 
salient  to  satisfy  all  demands,  but  for  more  than  50  years  the  oil 
shale  industry  of  Scotland  has  been  a  very  important  one.  In  a 
recent  year  more  than  8,000  men  were  employed  in  the  industry  in 
that  country,  yet  the  average  yield  of  oil  per  ton  of  shale  was  much 
less  than  that  which  appears  possible  from  the  ^ale  of  Colorado 
and  Utah. 

The  area  that  has  been  studied  by  the  Geological  Survey  comprises 
northwestern  Colorado,  northeastern  Utah,  and  southwestern  Wyo* 
ming.  The  ^ale  found  there  contains  materials  which^  when  heated, 
may  be  converted  into  crude  oil,  gas,  and  anunonia.  Sooner  ot  later 
this  great  source  of  supply  will  be  utilized  to  supplement  the  de- 
creasing production  from  the  regular  oil  fields. 

When  refined  by  ordinary  methods  the  shale  oil  yields  an  average 
of  about  10  per  cent  gasoline,  35  per  cent  kerosene,  and  a  large 
amount  of  paraffin. 


Sifltriot  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Hew  York,  Soom  409  United  States  Customhonse ;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
ITnited  States  Cnstomhou&e;  Chicago,  S04  Federal  Bnilding;  St.  Louis,  408  Third 
Kational  Bank  Bulldiag;  Atlanta,  621  Fost  Office  Bnlldicg;  Kew  Orleans,  1020 
Elbenila  Bank  Balldlng;  San  Francisco,  306  United  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
8SS  Alaska  Building.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
meroe;  Clneiuiati,  Chamber  of  Commeree;  Glnoinnatl,  JXew  Orleans  ft  Texas 
Paoiflo  By.  Co.,  Cinolauti;  Los  Angeles,  Cliamlier  of  Commeroe;  Detroit,  Board 
of  Commeroe;  IblladelpUa,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Sonth  American  .^ent, 
Bonthexn  By.  Co.,  Cbattanooga,  Tenn. 


There  were  10,836  tons  of  mangrove  bark,  valued  at  $489462,  in- 
voiced at  the  American  consulate  at  Lourenco  Marques,  Portuguese 
East  Africa,  for  the  United  States  during  1915. 
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[OonvHiMiiidpucc  t^haiild  be  direct  with  the  offlcea  named,  aod  spectflcatloiu  can  tunmUy 
he  otitnlQi^iI  at  ttiu  points  where*  the  goods  sre  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  per- 
formed. In  cases  where  the  time  limit  U  too  short  to  permit  firms  to  submit  tender*, 
tbey  Kbouhl  nsk  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  notices  calUng 
for  future  suppUen  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 


V(7)'//  DejMirtment  nupplics,  No.  3(H3. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Supplies  anil  Accounts,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
to  which  bureau  bUlders  desiring  to  submit  proposals  should  apply,  giving 
till!  scliefiulc  numbers,  for  the  supply  of  the  following:  Schedule  9379,  azi- 
muth circles  and  Illuminated  dial  peloruses;  schedule  9380,  Roentgen-ray 
machine ;  Hchedute  9381,  steel  baskets  for  nitrating  centrifugals  and  maga- 
zines of  drawn  copper ;  schedule  9882,  horizontal  centrifugal  pumps ;  sctied- 
ule  0383,  variable  siMsed  gears;  schedule  9384,  electric  traveling  hoist; 
schedule  9385,  converter  and  open  hearth  bricks  (silica),  fire  bricks,  con- 
verter iind  oi>en  hearth  cement,  and  high  temperature  Are  cement;  sched- 
ule 9380.  nucliors;  schedule  9388,  structural  steel;  schedule  9399.  corn 
lirooms ;  schedule  93!>0,  slieet  load,  half-and-half  solder,  wiping  solder,  and 
sheet  zinc;  schedule  9301,  lilirary  books;  schedule  9392,  alcohol;  schedule 
9393,  sheet  steel;  schedule  0394,  bar  steel,  and  brass  bolts;  schedule  9395, 
green  coffee,  anil  jacUknlves;  schedule  9396,  raw  linseed  oil,  and  aluminmn 
varnisli ;  sclicdule  9397,  compressed  sheet  cork,  direct  differential  blocks, 
spur-geared  chain  hoists,  copper  rivets  and  burrs,  brass  rivets,  copper  boat 
rivets,  cast-iron  pipe  fittings,  and  malleable-iron  unions;  schedule  9398; 
wire-wound  rubber  steam  hose,.120-volt  electric  heaters,  steam  traps,  and 
pressure-retluclng  valves;  schedule  9399,  prime  yellow  pine;  schedule  9400, 
glycerine:  scliedule  9401,  light  rigging  leather,  white  procelain  tiles,  white 
vitreous  tiles,  ship  water-closets,  paint  drier,  sal  ammoniac,  malleable-Iron 
pipe  fittings,  and  malleable-iron  unions;  schedule  9402,  worm-geared  chaio 
bloclis,  copix?r  wire  brads,  brass  Jack  chain,  emery  and  crocus  cloth,  rolled 
rim  brass  spur  grommets,  brass  hasps  and  staples,  bronze  strap  hinges, 
bronze  T  hinges,  sandpaper,  and  copper  tacka ;  schedule  9408,  laundry  ma* 
chinery ;  and  schedule  9406,  6  K.  W.  radio  motor  generators,  contractor 
type  automatic  panels,  and  radio  transformers. 

Lumber,  No.  8044. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Lighthouse  In- 
spector, Portland,  Me.,  until  March  21,  for  furnishing  hard  pine  lumber 
delivered  nt  Portland,  Me.,  and  pile  driving  at  Bear  Island,  Me.  Further 
Infornintiou  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Lighthouse  Inspector, 
Portlnud. 

Conntruciion  work.  No,  3045. — Sealed  proposals  will  l>e' received  at  the  United 
States  Kngineer  Office,  room  707,  Army  Building,  39  Whitehall  Street, 
New  York,  N.  Y.,  until  April  10,  1016,  for  tlie  construction  of  a  sand  spit 
and  Jetty  In  South  Bay  (i'atcliogue  Iliver),  N.  Y.,  and  dredging  In  Browns 
Creeli,  N.  Y.  Further  information  may  be  obtalnetl  on  application  to  the 
Engineer  Office.  New  York. 

Oas-oxygcn  apparntvs,  No.  304G. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Medical  Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  Fort  Mason,  San  FranciscOt 
Gal.,  until  March  14,  lOlU,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  Warehouse  "  D." 
Fort  filason,  gns-o.^ygen  apparatus. 

Tallow,  No.  3047. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  «t  the  office  of  the  "Dtjnt 
Qunrterniaster,  Unite<l  States  Army,  115  Bast  Ontario  Street,  Chicago,  III., 
until  March  14,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  1,000  pounds  of  pure  white 
tallow  In  barrels. 

Indian  svppUcs,  No.  3048. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Conniiissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  Sixteenth  aiul  Canal  Streets,  Chicago, 
III.,  until  April  4,  1916.  for  furnishlns  groceries,  glassware,  agricultural 
implements,  wagons,  .school  supplies,  desks,  etc.  Schedules  giving  all  neces- 
sary information  may  be  o!>tained  on  application  to  the  Indian  Office, 
Washington,  D.  C,  and  the  United  States  Indian  warehouses  at  Chicago, 
St.  Louis,  and  San  Francisco. 

Medical  »upplic»,  etc..  No.  30i9. — Sealed  proi>osal8  will  be  received  nt  the  Medl* 
cal  Supply  Depot,  United  States  Army,  543  Greenwich  Street,  New  York, 
N.  Y.,  until  March  18, 1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  ether,  rubber  hose, 
lumber,  packing  boxes,  excelsior,  paint,  turpentine,  benzine,  corrugated 
paper,  \\rapping  paper,  burlap,  rubber  bags  for  ice,  soft  rubber  pollshiug 
cups,  rubber  cushions,  elastic  bands,  light  rubber  gloves,  rubbw  sheeting, 
surgical  cushions,  rubber  fountain  s>-rfiiges,  and  rubber  tubing. 
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FDBTHEB  TABIPF  EXEMPTIONS  DT  SFATST. 

ICablfgram  from  Anertcu  consul  genemi,  Barcelona,  Har.  ll.] 

By  Spanish  royal  orders,  the  import  duties  on  beech  charcoal, 
fresh  meats,  and  lentils  have  been  removed  and  the  exportation  oi 
these  prcducts  frr m  Spain  prohibited.  The  exportation  of  logs  over 
S5  centimeters  (10  inches)  in  diameter  has  also  been  prohibited. 

[Recent  provisions  exempting  from  duty  a  number  of  other  prod- 
ucts impoitcd  into  Spain  were  contained  in  Coumebce  Kepobts  for 
Jan.  12,  Jan.  13,  Feb.  4,  and  Mar.  1, 1916.] 


DESIBE  lUBEET  FOS  CHUEAIT  KEAT. 

An  inquiry  has  been  received  from  the  American  consulate  at 
Punta  Arenas,  Chile,  asking  whether  a  market  can  be  foiind  for 
2,000  tons  of  frozen  dressed  sheep,  5|d.  (11  cents)  per  pound,  cost 
free  on  board,  shipment  in  June  and  month  following. 


OOLD  BESEBVE  ZH  BANK  OP  SPAIN. 

[Consul  Robertson  Honey,  Madrid,  Feb.  12.] 

The  Bcvista  de  Economia  y  Hacienda  calls  attention  to  the  finan- 
cial condition  of  the  Bank  of  Spiiin,  situated  in  Madrid.  On  Feb- 
ruary 5,  191G,  the  bank  had  gold  in  its  vaults  and  on  hand  with  its 
branches  amounting  to  991,540,000  pesetas  (peseta  equals  about  19.1 
cents),  compared  with  666.199,000  pesetas  on  December  26,  1914. 
The  amount  of  silver  similarly  placed  was  753,907,000  pesetas  on 
February  5,  1916,  against  707,020,000  pesetas  on  December  26.  1914. 
This  shows  an  increase  of  47,000,000  pesetas  in  silver  and  325,000,000 
pesetas  in  gold.  Spain  at  present  is  on  the  silver  basis.  The  per- 
centage of  cash  on  hand  in  December,  1914,  was  69—34  per  cent  was 
gold  and  35  per  cent  was  silver.  The  percentage  now  on  hand  is  81— 
^  per  cent  is  gold  and  85  per  cent  is  silver. 
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WOES  ON  VESSELS  FOB  JIQWTKOVSE  SERVICE. 

Vessels  that  are  being  built  for  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Light- 
houses are  at  various  stages  of  completion,  the  extent  of  which  up  to 
the  be^nnine  of  March  has  been  made  the  subject  of  reports  from 
the  shipyar(£  in  which  they  are  under  construction.  Besides  the 
vessels  which  are  actually  being  built,  plans  have  been  made  for  four 
others,  with  a  total  of  five  tenders  and  four  light  vessels  as  prospec- 
tive additions  to  the  service. 

The  vessels  that  are  included  in  the  report  on  the  status  of  new 
craft  are:  lender  Rose^  about  90  per  cent  completed  at  Seattle, 
Wash.,  where  it  was  launched  on  Fcvruarv  19;  tender  Cedar,  about 
28  per  cent  completed  at  Long  Beach,  Cal.;  tender  Palmetto^  abont 
14  per  cent  completed  at  Jacksonville,  Fla. ;  tender  for  enigineer  of 
sixth  district,  balance  of  appropriation,  about  $26,800,  to  be  used 
for  the  purchase  of  a  suitable  vessel  to  replace  the  tender  Oardenia, 
no  favorable  vessel  offering  at  present ;  tender  Aster,  for  eighth  dis- 
trict, authorized  by  act  of  March  3,  1915,  but  no  appropriation  yet; 
light  vessel  No.  99,  relief  for  Great  Lakes,  balance  of  appropriation, 
about  $53,400,  available,  plans  and  specifications  completed,  and 
specifications  in  hands  of  printer;  light  vessel  No.  100,  Nantucket, 
appropriation  of  $130,000  available,  tentative  layout  as  to  general 
scheme  and  design  prepared,  and  specifications  being  written;  light 
vessel  No.  101,  about  73  per  cent  completed  at  Wilmington,  Del.; 
light  vessel  No.  102,  about  90  per  cent  completed  at  Wilmington,  DeL 

TAX  ON  ABVEBTISEKENTS  DT  tTXITGUAT. 

Hereafter  all  advertisements  posted  or  distributed  in  the  city  and 
Department  of  Montevideo  will  be  subject  to  a  municipal  inipost, 
iiccording  to  a  law  published  in  a  recent  number  of  the  Diario  Oncial. 
The  tax  applies  to  commercial  advertisements  and  professional 
notices  of  all  kinds  posted  on  walls,  buildings,  billboards,  interiors, 
railway  coaches,  street  cars,  carts,  and  other  vehicles.  Advertising 
by  means  of  electric  flasliei-s,  street  banners,  awnings,  and  distribu- 
tion of  handbills  is  also  subject  to  tax  and  municipal  regulation.  A 
published  schedule  covers  rates  for  all  classes  of  advertising,  the 
charges  varying  according  to  the  mcdiunTused  and  the  period  cov- 
ered. Advertisements  of  alcoholic  beverages  are  subject  to  an  addi- 
tional tax  of  10  per  cent  of  the  regular  schedule. 

frizes  for  artistic  posters. 

The  municipal  authorities  of  Montevideo  will  distribute  annual 
prizes  amounting  to  1,000  pesos  ($1,034)  for  the  most  artistic  deagira 
in  poster  advertisements.  Municipal  billboards  are  placed  in  the 
parks  and  along  the  boulevards  for  the  only  advertising  that  is  per- 
mitted in  these  sections  of  the  city. 

Call  for  Railway  Shops  in  Chile. 

The  national  railways  of  Chile  (Ferrocarriles  del  Estado)  have 
asked  for  bids  on  the  construction  of  central  workshops  in  San  Ber- 
nardo. Plans  and  specifications  for  the  work  may  be  obtained  on 
application  at  the  ofiices  of  the  railway  company  in  Santiago.  May  4 
is  the  date  fixed  for  opening  the  bids. 
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BRITISH  FLAX  DEOBXE  AND  TEE  LINEN  TEASE. 

[Consul  n.  D.  Van  Sant,  Dnnfvrmlln«,  Scotland,  Fob.  I'l.] 

In  order  to  conserve  the  present  and  future  supply  of  flax  in  the 
United  Kingdom  the  following  decree  has  been  issued: 

No  persou  shall  from  tbe  diite  of  tbis  order,  untEl  further  notice,  huy,  sell,  or 
denl  Id  dressed  or  undressed  Rns.s]iiu  flax  or  tow  at  present  in  stock  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  or  hereafter  buy,  sell,  or  denl  In  stocks  of  dressed  or  undressed 
Hussiim  tl)ix  or  tow  tifter  they  hnve  boen  Impoited  into  this  country,  except 
under  license  from  the  war  department. 

This  Government  decree  prohibiting  the  purchase  and  sale  of  flax 
except  under  license  may  seriously  affect  the  linen  trade  of  Dunferm- 
line in  the  near  future,  especially  as  tending  toward  the  increased  re- 
fitriction  of  the  already  decreasing  linen  exports  to  the  United  States 
from  the  Dunfermline  consular  district.  It  appears  that  a  small  por- 
tion of  a  cargo  of  3,000  tons  of  flax  recently  arriving  at  Dundee  from 
Archangel  in  Russia  was  secured  by  several  of  the  Dunfermline 
manufacturers  and  that  further  supplies  have  been  secured  from 
time  to  time  through  Belfast  and  other  sources,  enough  to  carry  on 
tiie  American  trade  for  a  time  at  least  until  new  Russian  supplies 
might  arrive.  But  this  new  prohibition  of  the  use  of  the  Russian 
Biipply,  except  under  license,  adds  uncertainty  to  the  future  as  re- 
gards American  trade,  with  the  probability  of  a  further  decrease  in 
tiie  total  volume  of  exports  at  the  end  of  the  year  unless  new  supplies 
of  flax  are  allowed  before  the  year  is  out 


SPANISH  SHIPPING  STATISTICS  FOB  LAST  TEAB. 

tConsol  Robertson  floncy.  Madrid,  Feb.  13.) 

According  to  data  published  in  the  Gaceta  de  Atadrid,  a  Govern- 
ment publication,  the  total  number  of  foreign  steamers  arriving  in 
Spanish  ports  during  1915  was  1,877  of  2,567,632  metric  tons  and 
1,904,920  tons  of  cargo  discharged,  compared  with  3,583  steamers  of 
4j476,319  tons  and  with  3,196,014  tons  of  cargo  discharged  for  1914. 
The  following  table  gives  the  number  and  tonnage  of  Spanish  and 
foreign  steamships  and  sailing  vessels  entered  durmg  1915  compared 
-with  1914,  with  the  amount  of  cargo  discharged : 


191S 

Nambn* 
of  sblps. 

Tonnage. 

dlschufed. 

Number 

of  ships. 

Tonnago. 

Ctrgo 

dlsebarged. 

6,M9 
2,CS3 
917 
£13 

4,<7f..319 
2G.UO0 
74,040 

Ton*. 
2,000,330 
3,IWI.0U 
17.  m 
82,000 

6,172 
1.877 
795 
024 

5,499.318 
2,6G7.G32 
ZS.&rO 
83,42g 

Toru. 
1.787.002 
l.m.OM 
27.207 
U1,0U 

Canadian  Salad-Oil  Regulations  Emphasized. 

A  bulletin  issued  by  the  Canadian  Government,  following  an  in- 
vestigation of  olive  oil  and  salad  oil  offered  for  sale,  euipliasizes  the 
fact  that  the  regulations  forbid  the  sale  as  salad  oil  of  an  article 
which  consists  of  or  which  contains  cottonseed  oil  without  notifica- 
tion of  that  fact.    Manufacturers  are  also  warned  that  the  word 

cotton  ^  where  used  in  the  label  should  be  in  conspicuous  characters. 
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HEWTOUJUILAHD  FTTB  mniSTKT. 

[Consnlar  Assistant  O.  C.  Oonld,  Bay  of  Islands,  Feb.  21.) 

There  appears  to  have  been  no  important  increase  in  Newfound- 
land's fur  production  during  1915,  but  since  the  beginning  of  the 
war  many  of  the  pelts  that  formerly  went  to  Canada  and  Europe 
have  seemingly  been  diverted  to  the  United  States.  American  fur 
buyers  came  to  Newfoundland  during  the  year  in  numbers.  This 
was  quite  unusual,  for  heretofoi%  most  of  the  buyers  have  depended 
upon  correspondence.  Local  dealers  have  hj^d  to  ship  upon  consign- 
ment, the  furs  being  rated  and  paid  for  after  receipt  by  the  consignee 
instead  of  being  rated  here  and  paid  for  immediately,  as  during  the 
past  year. 

In  this  part  of  the  island  most  of  the  furs  are  handled  by  the  local 
merchants.  To  the  northward  conditions  are  s(Hnewhat  different, 
trappers  there  selling  to  large  fur  firms  in  many  instances.  The 
Hudson's  Bay  Co.  and  Kevillon  Fr^res  (to  name  but  two  well-known 
concerns)  have  long  bought  furs  in  Labrador,  secuiing  the  pelts  in 
out-of-the-way  places  from  trappers  to  whom  they  had.  advanced 
supplies.  These  firms  are  understood  to  have  greatly  restricted  their 
operations  in  the  fall  of  1914,  owing  to  the  uncertainty  of  the  early 
weeks  of  the  war — which  may  account  for  the  added  quantities  of 
furs  in  others  channels  during  1915. 

Annual  Frodnction — Exports  to  tTBlted  Stfttei. 

Official  statistics  of  Newfoundland's  fur  production  are  not  at 
hand,  but  the  yield  probably  approximates  100,000  pelts,  of  a  value 
of  about  $800,000  (exclusive  of  seal  pelts,  which  would  raise  the  total 
to  over  $500,000).  It  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  production,  because 
some  of  the  Labrador  pelts  passing  out  through  Canadian  channels 
are  doubtless  regarded  as  part  of  the  Dominion's  output. 

Of  this  production  not  over  one-third  has  been  shipped  direct  to 
the  United  States  in  the  past.  Since  the  beginning  of  the  war  ex- 
ports to  the  United  States  seem  to  have  fully  doubled;  in  1915  they 
probably  exceeded  $200,000  in  value.  The  expoils  declared  at  this 
office  last  year,  however,  totaled  only  1,894  pelts,  of  a  value  of  $6,146. 
Most  of  the  shipments  appear  to  have  gone  via  St.  Johns,  though  the 
bulk  of  the  island's  fur  yield  comes  from  a  region  nearer  to  Bay  of 
Islands  than  to  that  port  Local  dealers  and  trappers  are  of  the 
opinion  that  there  will  be  greater  competition  in  1916  than  in  1915 
among  American  buyers.  Local  prices  average  fully  25  per  cent 
higher  than  those  prevailing  last  spring.  As  a  result,  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  Bay  of  Islands  uiere  seems  to  be  more  trapping 
under  way  than  heretofore. 

It  is  doubtful  whether  anywhere  near  the  maximum  yield  of  fur 
is  at  present  being  obtained.  The  supply  of  fur-bearmg  animals 
seems  plentiful,  and  there  apparently  is  opportunity  for  much  more 
trapping  than  is  done.  Trapping  is  much  more  extensive  on  the 
Labrador  Peninsula  and  in  the  northern  part  of  Newfoundland  than 
around  Bay  of  Islands.  In  this  district  the  trappers  range  com- 
paratively short  distances  from  the  coast  and  have  hardly  pene- 
trated a  broad  interior  r^on  that,  when  invaded,  will  likely  be  found 
a  profitable  field. 
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Oonserratioii  Xeasnres— Pvr  Banchingr. 

Newfoundland  has  wisely  decreed  closed  seasons  for  many  of  the 
fur-bearing  animals,  but  the  island  is  well  suited  for  the  adoption  of 
positive  as  well  as  negative  means  of  increasing  its  available  supply 
of  furs.  Experiments  elsewhere  have  indicated  that  the  breeding  of 
impounded  wild  animals  for  their  pelts  is  profitable,  and  in  this  part 
of  Newfoundland  there  are  large  tracts  of  imcleared  land  suitable  for 
wild  life,  yet  not  far  distant  from  the  coast  settlements.  Such  discus- 
sioD  of  the  matter  as  there  has  been  in  the  public  prints  has  recognized 
that  the  island  is  well  adapted  for  this  mdustry.  Two  years  ago  a 
prominent  attorney  suggested  an  amendment  of  the  game  laws  to 
encourage  the  private  reaiing  of  beavers.  As  the  beaver  is  not 
plentiful  anywhere  and  as  its  fur  commands  good  prices,  the  raising 
of  this  animal  should  be  profitable.  However,  so  far  as  I  know,  very 
little  has  been  done  in  Newfoundland  except  in  breeding  foxes. 

In  this  district  there  was  much  interest  prior  to  the  war  in  fox 
farming.  This  industry  had  received  considerable  impetus  in  1913 
and  the  early  part  of  1914.  Had  it  been  founded  solely,, or  even  in 
large  part,  upon  the  rearing  of  foxes  for  their  pelts,  it  would  now 
undoubtedly  be  on  a  firm  and  prosperous  basis  instead  of  being 
almost  ruined  by  the  war. 

Fox  farming  in  Canada  and  Newfoimdland  has  been  confined 
largely  to  the  production  of  silver  foxes.  For  tlie  information  of 
those  not  acquainted  with  the  business  it  may  be  stated  that  the 
fur  of  the  "silver"  fox  is  jet  black  with  scattered  white  hairs,  and 
such  pelts  are  worth  more  than  other  varieties.  It  was  said  in  1913 
that  the  record  price  for  a  silver  pelt  was  $2,823;  from  tliat  amount 
prices  ranged  downward  for  good  furs  to  about  $300,  the  average 
being  probably  much  nearer  the  latter  than  the  former  ngure.  Some 
proprietors  have  numbers  of  "  patch  "  and  red  foxes  on  their  farms, 
not  for  the  reproduction  of  their  kind  but,  by  cross-breeding,  to 
produce  "  silvei-s," 

The  Uvt-Vox  laditttry. 

Until  1910  there  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  demand  for  live 
foxes  in  Newfoundland  except  from  Canadian  buyers  who  had  for 
some  time  obtained  in  this  island  many  animals  for  breeding  stock 
at  prices  quite  commensurate  with  the  values  of  fox  pelts.  About 
the  year  mentioned  Newfoundland  practically  abandoned  the  hunt 
for  silver  fox  pelts  for  the  capture  of  live  silvers  or  of  foxes  that 
might  he  crossed  for  breeding  silvers.  The  prices  for  such  live  ani- 
mals was  then  rising  considerably  above  the  value  of  the  pelts.  Many 
sales  had  been  consummated  at  high  figures  before  general  attention 
was  given  locally  to  fox  farming. 

Lest  Newfoundland  be  drained  of  breeding  stock,  an  embargo  was 
placed  upon  the  exportation  of  other  than  ranch-grown  live  foxes. 
With  the  conserA'ation  of  its  supply  of  wild  foxes,  it  was  felt  that 
ttiere  would  be  sufficient  to  insure  an  industry  second  only  to  that 
of  Prince  Edwanl  Island.  Scores  of  fox  farms  were  sot  up.  but 
in  this  district  at  least,  there  was  not  that  knowledge  of  the  essen- 
tials of  fox  breeding  necessary  to  success.  On  some  of  these  small 
farms  the  animals  did  not  breed  at  all,  and  on  others  the  litters  were 
not  saved.  Many  trappers  sank  time  and  money  they  could  ill  af- 
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ford  in  such  attempts.  Even  before  the  war  began  many  of  the  small 
enterprises  were  aoandoned  and  trappers  were  urging  the  removal 
of  the  embargo  so  that  they  could  braiefit  from  open  Qmadian  com- 
petition. 

Other  farms  were  understood  to  be  maintained  bv  Canadian  buy- 
ers, who  thus  sought  to  comply  with  the  Newfoundland  law  and  to 
create  here  a  supply  of  ranch-bred  animals.  Retrenchment  forced 
the  discontinuance  of  some  of  these  Canadian-owned  local  farms, 
and  general  depression  in  the  early  war  days  eliminated  most  of  the 
small  and  some  of  the  larger  Newfoundland-owned  farms.  The 
Talue  of  live  silver  foxes  is  now,  in  most  cases,  a  few  hundred  in- 
stead of  several  thousand  dollars.  Old-proved  breeders,  said  to 
have  sold  in  1913  as  high  as  $05,000,  would  hardly  bring  a  tenth  oi 
that  sum,  and  dreams  of  $16,000  for  young  black  pups  have  been 
completely  dissipated.  Some  trappers  have  found  the  pelts  worth 
more  than  the  live  animals  lately. 

Sswf tmndland  Well  Adapted  for  Fur  Vwrmlng, 

For  the  ranching  of  fur-bearing  animals  Newfoimdland  has  de- 
cided advantages.  Not  the  least  of  these  is  its  climate,  the  summers 
not  being  warm  enough  to  be  a  burden  and  the  winters  making  for 
prime  fur.  Fortunately  a  few  farms  are  still  maintained  nere, 
principally  those  conservatively  organized,  and  a  few  proprietors 
maintain  their  confidence  in  the'  industry.  Some  are  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  present  slackness  to  add  to  their  supply  of  brwding 
stcck.  These  few  farms  may  be  the  nucleus  of  what  will  ultimately 
add  much  to  the  island's  wealUi.  It  seems  unlikely  that  the  in- 
dustry will  regain  its  sp«culative  importance. 

If  the  production  of  silver  foxes  on  Newfoundland  ranches  proves 
successful,  it  is  hardly  likely  that  the  breeding  of  fur  animals  will 
be  confined  to  that  one  species.  Even  at  prices  for  breeding  stock 
commensurate  with  the  value  of  silver-fox  pelts,  considerable  mvest- 
ment  and  risk  are  necessary — much  more  than  in  connection  with 
such  animals  as  musquash,  beaver,  and  skunks.  With  them,  nurabera 
make  up  for  lower  individual  values.  Some  local  persons  believing 
in  the  raising  of  animals  for  their  pelts  feel  that  It  is  with  some  sum 
Reaper  furs  that  the  greatest  profit  is  to  be  had. 

CANADIAN  PEOVINCIAI  CHAETEES  ITPHEID. 

[Conniil  Felix  S.  S.  JohDsoo,  Eiagston,  Ontario,  Feb.  28.] 

The  Britisli  Privy  Council  has  reversed  the  decision  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  Canada  as  to  Dominion  and  provincial  corporatioi^ 
holding  that  a  provincial  charter  in  it^lf  was  sufficient  for  a  com- 
pany to  conduct  business  in  a  province.  The  Canadian  Government 
took  the  stand  that  a  company  incorporated  by  one  Province  had  no 
right  to  do  business  in  another  Province  without  taking  out  a  Domin- 
ion charter.  This  condition  was  upheld  by  the  Canadian  Supreme 
Court,  but  the  appeal  taken  by  the  Province  from  that  decision  has 
been  granted  by  the  Privy  Council. 

After  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  there  vere 
many  applications  by  companies,  with  provincial  charters,  for  re- 
-harterini!  by  the  Dominion,  and  the  St&t&  Department  had  increa&ed 

bor  issuing  these  charters.   According  to  the  Privy  Council  deci- 

n,  such  rechartering  need  not  have  been  resorted  to. 
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mSEXESS  COHHUKICATIOH  WITH  SOCIETT  ISLANDS. 

[Conrol  Tbot.  B.  L.  iJiyton,  Tahiti,  Society  Iglanda,  Dec.  20.1 

The  radio  station  erected  by  the  French  Government  on  the  island 
of  Tahiti  [a  report  on  which  was  published  in  Commerce  Reports 
for  Nov.  11,  1915]  was  declared  open  to  receive  and  transmit  com- 
mercial messages  on  December  28,  1915. 

Communication  with  the  United  States  will  be  via  Samoa  and 
Awamii,  New  Zealand,  thence  by  cable  to  San  Francisco.  The  rates 
hare  not  yet  been  established  not  has  the  station  been  assigned  call 
letters.  AH  messages  during  the  duration  of  the  war  (sent  or  re- 
ceived)  must  be  in  French  or,  if  in  English,  should  be  accompanied 
with  the  translation.  A  strict  censorship  is  exercised  and  code 
messages  are  not  accepted. 

It  is  expected  that  the  cost  per  word  to  the  United  States  via  the 
route  indicated  above  will  be  over  $1,  and  it  is  hoped  that  some 
arrangement  may  be  made  to  transmit  messages  via  Tutuila  to  Hono- 
lulu and  thence  to  San  Francisco.  The  all- wireless  route  just  re- 
ferred to  would  reduce  the  cost  per  word  more  than  half  and  would 
insure  a  saving  of  time. 

The  present  installation  of  10  kilowatt,  with  a  wave  length  of  600 
meters,  can  easily  maintain  communication  with  Tutuila.  After  the 
completion  of  the  larger  station  of  300  kilowatt,  and  a  wave  len^h 
of  2,500  meters,  direct  communication  with  Honolulu  will  be  easily 
maintained,  and  even  San  Francisco,  Sydney,  and  the  French  West 
Indies  are  expected  to  be  reached. 

MEXICAIT  BECBEE  KEQULATIiS  EZCHAK6E. 

{Consul  Wnilnm  W.  Caoada,  Vera  Cruz,  Feb.  23.] 

The  Gaceta  Oficial,  of  Vera  Cruz,  publishes  a  decree  issued  by  the 
first  chief,  Mr.  V.  Carranza,  promulgating  the  conditions  under 
which  the  business  of  dealing  in  exchange  may  be  conducted.  Au- 
thority must  first  be  obtained  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 
Proof  must  be  given  that  the  business  to  be  established  has  on  hand 
for  its  exclusive  use  capital  of  not  less  than  $100,000.  At  least  two 
established  firms  must  vouch  for  the  honesty  of  the  persons  who  are 
to  establish  the  business.  Proof  must  be  furnished  that  $10,000  has 
been  deposited  in  the  treasury,  in  Mexican  gold,  for  the  payment  of 
any  fines  that  may  be  imposed  for  infraction  of  these  regulations. 

The  operations  to  be  authorized  include  issuance  of  bills  of  ex- 
change, purchase  and  sale  of  drafts  on  domestic  and  foreign  mar- 
ketSj  and  purchase  and  sale  of  foreign  money.  Concerns  alreadjr  es- 
tablished m  these  lines  which  do  not  comply  with  the  regulations 
within  one  month  will  be  closed. 


UlFSnCCESSFUX  ATTEUFT  TO  BtTY  WISE  HAILS. 

[Consal  W.  Hoderlck  EKtrsoy.  Tripoli,  Libya,  Jan.  11.] 

During  the  December  quarter  the  Tripoli  consulate  succeeded  in 
directing  to  the  United  States  trial  orders  for  wire  nails  for  two  of 
the  principal  local  importers.  The  quantity  was  17  tons,  and  requi- 
Fitions  would  have  been  repeated  regularly  if  the  nails  gave  satis- 
faction. The  orders  were  declined  liecause  the  manufacturer  ap- 
proached was  not  accustomed  to  ship  in  5-kilo  (11-pound)  cartons, 
the  package  demanded  by  the  Libyan  trade.  ^  . 
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INGSEASEI)  USE  OF  AKEBICAH  HUES  IH  FBAHCS. 

[Vice  CooBul  DarU  B.  Lerls.  Bt  Btleuoe^  Feb.  12.] 

The  curtailment  in  the  production  of  French  and  Italian  motion- 
picture  filmsj  owing  to  conditions  created  by  the  war,  has  caused  % 
considerable  increase  in  the  use  of  American  films.  Although  Ameri- 
can motion  pictures  have  always  been  popular  with  St.  Etienne 
audiences,  their  regular  appearance  on  the  weekly  programs  of  the 
local  cinemas  has  developed  from  the  general  excellence  of  the  pic- 
tures shown.  Inquiries  among  exhibitors  and  spectators  emphasize 
their  satisfaction  with  the  films,  which  are  usually  advertised  by 
American  lithographic  posters. 

Four  large  and  several  small  theaters  cater  to  the  admirers  of 
motion  pictures  in  St.  Etienne,  the  reels  being  supplied  by  one  or 
the  other  of  the  two  principal  syndicates  (Path^  or  Gaumont,  of 
Paris)  which  receive  the  American  films  direct  or  from  London 
agencies.  The  programs  run  a  week  and  embody  a  varied  selection 
of  comedy,  educational,  and  dramatic  pictures.  While  at  present 
patriotic  and  war  pictures  are  naturally  strong  attractions,  the 
standard  plays  of  well-known  authors  adapted  to  the  screen  are  aljo 
great  favorites.  The  cowboy  or  Western  drama  has  more  or  less 
Had  its  day,  but  the  comedy  and  dramatic  pictures  showing  scenes 
of  American  cities  and  resorts  are  well  known  and  appreciate.  The 
first  continued  story — an  American  production — with  its  dailv  publi- 
cation in  one  of  the  Parisian  journals,  is  a  feature  in  several  of  the 
theaters  at  present. 

Prices  for  the  usual  two-hour  performance  ran^e  from  12  to  30 
cents.  One  performance  is  given  each  evening  with  two  matinees 
on  Sunday,  while  on  Thursday  there  is  a  special  educative  program 
for  school  children.  The  continuous  performance  as  given  in  Amer- 
ican cities  is  unknown  here.  The  theaters  are  comfortable,  sanitary, 
and  well  conducted;  they  usually  employ  an  orchestra,  and  are 
largely  attended  by  all  classes  of  the  population. 

EXPORTS  OF  COTTON. 

The  cotton  exported  during  the  week  ending  March  11,  1916,  at  the 
12  principal  customs  districta  of  the  United  States  was  as  follows: 


Dbtrlcta. 

Boles. 

DMrfota. 

Boles. 

DistrMs. 

Baka. 

10,090 

U6 

23.727 
17,435 
4.673 
10, 8» 

N«w  York  

6,791 
1.222 
5,467 

Philadelphia   

South  CuoUm  

1,825 
S3S 

T«UI  

HIOH  FEBCEHTA6E  OF  BAD  £003  VIOLATES  LAW. 

The  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  has  given  notice 
that  shipments  containing  more  than  5  per  cent  of  bad  eggs  will  be 
regarded  as  violating  the  food  and  drugs  act  A  statement  issued 
by  the  department  suggests  that  country  shippers  candle  the  e^s 
which  are  intended  for  interstate  commerce.  The  views  of  the  oa- 
partment  with  respect  to  the  denaturing  of  eg^  are  stated  in  Bureau 
if  Chemistry  Service  and  Regulatory  Announcements  Na  7|  part'- 
Taph  19,  and  Ka  12,  opinion  102. 
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BJUTIKU.  COLimBU  TO  AID  SHIFBTnUlina, 

[Consul  B.  B.  HoBber,  Victoria,  Feb.  28.] 

The  British  Columbia  government  has  appointed  a  special  com- 
mittee of  the  cabinet  to  investigate  the  problem  of  tonnage  and  to 
formulate  plans  for  assisting  the  construction  and  operation  of 
cargo  carriers.  Prominent  shipbuilders  have  been  interviewed  in 
seeking  proposals  for  the  benefit  of  the  shipbuilding  industry. 
Opinions  are  divided  as  to  whether  it  is  more  advisable  to  construct 
wooden  vessels  or  to  start  at  once  to  build  steel  freighters.  ^ 

The  West  Coast  Lumbermen's  Association  secured  an  estimate  re- 
cently on  the  cost  of  construction  and  equipment  of  a  wooden  auxil- 
iary schooner.  The  items  are:  Wooden  schooner,  $85,000;  machinery 
installation,  $]9fOOO;  auxiliary  installations,  $18,000;  total,  $122,000"; 
supervision  to  be  5  per  cent  additional.  Dimensions:  Length,  225 
feet;  beam,  43|  feet;  depth,  18  feet;  gross  tonnage,  1,250  tons;  net 
tonnage,  1.125  tons;  two  160-horsepower  oil  motors;  capacity,  1,500,- 
000  feet  of  lumber. 

The  operating  cost  of  this  vessel  is  worked  out  as  follows:  Crew 
of  15,  with  wages  of  $775  a  month,  $9,300  a  year,  and  food  (estimated 
at  68  cents  per  day  per  man),  $3,723.  The  operating  cost  of  engines 
was  placed  at  $5,404;  depreciation,  $6,100;  insurance,  $8,340;  upkeep 
and  repairs,  $5,000. 

The  total  expense  per  annum  of  operating  the  vessel  was  placed  at 
$40,497,  and  the  earning  possibilities  were  estimated,  as  follows,  con- 
sidering Puget  Sound  as  the  base:  Capetown,  South  Africa,  $54,375; 
Durban,  South  Africa,  $54^75;  Sydney,  Australia,  $33,750;  Mel- 
bourne, Australia,  $41,250:  Adelaide,  Australia,  $41,250;  Auckland, 
New  Zealand,  $33,750;  Wellinffton,  New  Zealand,  $33,750:  New 
York,  $21,000;  Callao,  Peru,  $33,000;  Valparaiso,  Chile,  $33,000; 
and  Antofagasta,  Chile,  $33,000. 

A  KEBOEB  OF  STEAMSHIP  UHES. 

(American  Minister  Tra  Nelson  Morrlfi,  Btockbolm,  Sweden,  Feb.  12.1 

The  Swedish  Lloyd  recently  obtained  possession  of  the  majority 
of  shares  in  the  Svithiod  Steamship  Co.  and  then  started  negotia- 
tions with  the  Brostrom  companies  to  gain  united  control  over  the 
Swedish  Lloyd,  Thule^  and  Svithiod  companies. 

The  negotiations  with  the  Brostr5m  companies  have  resulted  in 
the  Swedish  Lloyd  getting  the  majority  of  snares  in  the  Thule  com- 
P*iny. 

According  to  this  arran^ment  all  the  traffic  from  the  western 
coast  of  Sweden  to  England  and  the  European  ports  will  be  under 
the  same  control.  The  combined  companies  will  have  a  fleet  of  about 
50  steamers  with  a  total  tonnage  of  about  100,000.  In  addition  to 
itasj  8  new  steamships  are  being  built. 


A  list  of  the  principal  breweries  in  Brazil  has  been  received  from 
Consul  General  Grottschalk  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  for  use  by  American 
suppliers  of  brewery  machinery  and  shippers  of  hops,  barley,  etc. 
Copies  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  its  district  offices.  Refer  to  file  Ko.  73282. 
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FOSEZQK  TABIFVS. 

CAHASA. 
[Cnatonu  Memorandum  1002B,  Feb.  15.] 

Tariff  Cbanges. 

The  following  tariff  changes,  in  effect  February  16,  were  provided 
for  by  resolutions  introduced  in  the  Canadian  Parliament  February 
16,  1916,  the  products  mentioned  being  specifically  exempted  from 
the  war  revenue  duty  of  7^  per  cent  ad  valorem  (British  preferential 
rate,  5  per  cent  ad  valorem) : 


No. 

Ntwdntle). 

OU  dizUei. 

ArtlclM. 

Brltiiih 
pre'wentU 
tariff. 

0«tHnl 
taris: 

Britlsb 
pre-'erHitial 
tarifl: 

QmtnX 
tariff. 

92 

tO.£0 

«0.3S 

«% 

n% 
n% 

7J% 

2S7 

Oih,  petroleum  (not  Inclndlnx  crude  itettv}- 
iMim  imparted  to  b«  renned  or  iUumlnntfng 
orlubriratlni;  oils),  0.8233  ipeciflc  envitf 
or  be^  fer  at  60°  temperntiire..pw^llon.. 

Crude petraleum  in  it^  natural  state,  U.79d0 
Bp«>fBr  fra  ity  or  heavier  at  60*  t«npera- 
ture,  when  imported  by  oil  reArier-;  to  r>e  re- 
fined in  their  own  factorlej  ad  valorem. . 

t0.03i 

10.001 

7i% 

ad  tmlorem. 

b% 

6% 

•  New  tariff  Itam. 

tConsnl  Felix  8.  S.  JobDBon,  Kingston.  Feb.  21.] 

The  increase  in  the  duty  on  oil  imported  into  Canada  affects  only 
fuel  oil  and  a  low-grade  oil  used  for  the  sprinkling  of  roads.  Gaso- 
line, benzine,  cylinder  and  machine  oil,  etc.,  are  not  subject  to  the 
increase. 

There  has  been  a  considerable  increase  in  the  consumption  of  fuel 
oil  in  the  past  year,  in  connection  with  the  production  of  munitions 
of  war.  Factories  recently  established  in  Canada  for  such  work 
invariably  utilize  crude  petroleum  for  fuel  purposes.  There  is  also 
a  considerable  quantity  used  in  other  industrial  establishments 
throughout  Ontario  and  other  parts  of  Canada,  and  on  the  Pacific 
coast  many  of  the  steamship  lines  have  their  boats  equipped  with 
oil-burning  apparatus. 

The  increased  duty  on  apples  was  provided  for,  it  has  been  stated, 
to  protect  the  fruit  growers  of  Britisn  Columbia. 

COtOUBZA. 
[CoDBul  Isaac  A.  Maooing,  Barraaqullln,  Dec.  22.] 
tint  on  Dntlable  Goods  Sent  by  XftU. 

The  Colombian  Government  has  decreed  that  dutiable  merchandise 
entering  Colombia  by  regular  mail,  whether  registered  or  not,  is  to 
be  subject  to  the  same  duty  as  if  imported  by  parcel  post,  and  a  fine 
of  $0.50  for  each  package  will  be  imposed,  except  in  the  case  of  books 
forwarded  by  mail.  {According  to  the  Colombian  regulations, 
articles  sent  by  paixiel  post  are  exempt  from  consular  fees,  but  in 
lieu  tiiereof  a  special  tax  of  6  per  cent  of  the  invoice  value  is  leviedi 

stated  in  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  12,  p.  169.J 
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OXrADBLOUFB. 

[Journal  Offldel,  Dec  81.] 

Export  Ihitlet  on  Sngar. 

The  temporary  export  duties  on  sugar  established  by  a  French 
decree  of  March  4,  1915  (see  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  17,  p.  133), 
have  been  continued  in  effect  indefinitely  by  a  French  presidential 
decree  of  December  26, 1915.  Under  the  former  order  the  duties  oh 
sugar  exported  from  Guadeloupe  were  to  remain  in  force  until 
December  31, 1915. 

[Vice  Consul  Joseph  O.  Florandln,  Gaadeloupe,  Jan,  0.] 

Tempcnnry  Exemption  of  Food  frodnets. 

Under  the  authority  conferred  on  governors  of  French  colonies 
to  suspend  the  import  duties  leviable  on  articles  of  necessity  during 
the  continuance  of  the  war  (see  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  18,  p.  7) 
the  governor  of  Guadeloupe  by  a  decree  of  January  1,  1916,  author- 
ized the  free  admission  into  that  island  and  its  dependencies  of  tJie 
following  products  until  June  30,  1916:  Poultry;  smoked  herrings; 
manioc,  raw  or  dried,  and  manioc  flour;  dried  legumes  not  specified, 
in  the  grain  or  decorticated ;  potatoes;  bananas  and  breadfruit;  cattle.; 
sheep;  hogs;  salted  meat  (beef  and  pork)  in  brine;  codfish;  corn  in 
the  grain ;  sugar;  wooden  matches. 

KEZICO. 
(£1  Democrata,  Mexico  City,  Jan.  11.] 
Keductionf  on  ClotMuff. 

A  decree  of  the  Carranza  Government,  issued  at  Queretaro  Janu- 
ary 8,  lUlfi,  and  effective  January  20,  provides  that  a  number  of 
articles  of  clothing  shall  be  subject  to  import  duties  amounting  to 
only  25  per  cent  of  the  rates  prescribed  by  the  official  customs  tariff 
of  Mexico  and  shall  not  be  subject  to  the  provision  of  the  decree  of 
September  18, 1915  (see  Cosimei!ce  Reports  for  Feb.  2,  1916,  p.  458), 
requiring  the  payment  of  -20  per  cent  of  the  import  duty  in  Mexican 
gold.  The  collection  of  the  reduced  duties  entirely  in  Mexican 
paper  currency  has  the  effect  of  further  decreasing  the  amounts 
actually  payable.  The  following  are  the  articles  named  and  the 
reduced  rates  applicable  to  them,  according  to  t^e  decree  of  Jan- 
uary 8 : 


TaxUt 
Na 


ArUclv. 


Paper 
pesos." 


0.17S 

.3875 

.4375 

.04 

.DG29 

.03 
.023 
.03 


73 
74 
75 

104 

165 
333 

333a 
SSSb 


Hlf!b  and  tow  shoes,  ira  to  12  eeatbneters  sole  length,  of  leather  or  cloth  of  all  ktndii  or 

materfab.  provided  they  do  not  contain  precious  metal  pair.. 

Do.,  over  12  and  iip  to  20  contlmeten  sole  lencth-  of  leather  or  cloth  of  all  khids  or 

materials,  provided  they  are  not  combinod  with  prfri'lous  metui  pair. . 

Do.,  over  W  centimeters  sole  lencth.  ol  leather  or  clotli  of  all  klad.i  or  materlnh, 

provided  they  are  not  comliined  with  proclotis  metal  pair. . 

Suidalsot  cloth.  wlUi  3o\m  ol  osparlo  or  hemp,  up  to 20  centimeters  sole  length  pair.. 

Do.,  of  more  than  20cenlitneten  sole  lenpth  pair.. 

Cotton  fabrics,  bleached  or  unlileached.  olsmooth  texture,  not  exceedine  130  centimeters 
In  width  and  with  not  more  than  20  threads  In  warp  and  woof,  in  a  square  of  5  milllme- 

tenslde  sq.  meter.. 

Do.,  with  more  than  20  but  not  more  than  30  threads  in  warp  and  woof.  In  a  square 

of  S  millimetOTS  side  sq.  meter.. 

Do.,  with  more  than  30  threads  In  warp  and  woof,  In  a  square  of  S  millimeters  side, 
square  meter  


•  Aoeording  to  ncant  comiilar  nporta,  the  tbIiu  of  the  Mexioaa  peso  was  about  10.07  during  the  latter 
pwtoflttS. 
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Taiitt 

No. 


S34 

SMa 

83tb 

835 

836a 

830 

S37 

84S 

847 
849 

SflS 

430 

431 
432 
TO8 
TOB 


Art  kites. 


Cotton  fabrics,  bleacbed  or  nnbleacti«d,  of  smoo'b  t«xtnre,  more  tban  130  centimet«rs 
wide,  witb  not  more  than  20  threads  In  warp  and  woof,  io  a  square  of  i  mllilmeten 

side,  square  meter  

Do.,  with  more  thaaWbatnotmanttaftaSOtbreadsiowarpaiMlwooI.lnawiiureof 

$  millimeters  side  aq.  nwlar. . 

Do.,  with  more  than  30  threads  in  warp  and  woof,  IQ  a  sqoan  of  5  mlUimeUn  skte, 

soaare  meter  

Cotton  fabrics,  colored,  printed  or  dyed,  of  smooth  textore,  wiUi  not  more  than  20  threads 

In  warp  and  woof,  In  a  square  of  fi  millimeters  side  sq.  meter. . 

Do.,  with  more  than  20  but  not  mora  than  30  threads  In  warp  and  woof.  In  asquare 

of  5  millimeters  side.  1  sq.  meter. . 

Do.,  eitceedlng  30  threads  In  warp  and  woof.  In  •  square  of  B  mlUImeiers  sMe. 

square  meter  

Cotton  fabrics,  bleached  or  unbleached,  or  colored,  of  other  tlian  a  smooth  texture, 

sauare  meter  

Cotton  hosiery,  even  with  trimmines  of  other  material  than  precious  metal  or  bUIc, 

kilo,  legal  

Cotton  drawers,  undershirts,  and  shirts  for  men  and  bovs  kilo, legal.. 

Cotton  undershirts,  drawers,  rarset  rovers,  and  other  knit  eoods  of  rotton,  not  spedallf 
mentioned,  even  with  trimmines  of  other  material  than  pre^ous  metal  or  silk, 

kllo,leital  

Ready-made  i^lothln?,  not  s>^iall  v  mentioned,  and  ee'-orate  rarta  thereof,  wbeo  aewn, 
of  cotton  fabri*^  of  all  kinds  and  tei:tiireB,  e^en  mnammted  with  la^or  embroiderv, 

of  i^tton  or  linen,  or  common  metal,  for  ad 'ills  and  rbildren  liOo.  leeal.. 

Woolen  t&brlra  of  all  te^tiirea.  even  embroidered  with  wool,  cotton,  orllnoi,  or  with  drone 

ofsiIkornou"re'lousmetal,welghinguptoUOKramsreraquai«mater  kilo,  net.. 

Do.,  weiehlne  more  than  loO  and  up  to  450  firams  oer  square  meter  do  

Do.,  welehln"  more  than  4cOeTamfl  per  square  meter  do... 

Felt  hats,  un^niihed,  withont  flttines  or  trImmbiES  ea'-h. 

Hats  of  all  kinds  not  sne'  iallv  mentioned,  and  bata  known  as  "Jlpijapa"  or  Panama 
bats,  or  Imltatira  thereof,  with  or  without  fittings  or  trimmlogs  eocli. . 


Paper 
pmt. 


.« 
•8ns 

.015 

.otx 

.m 

.m 
.m 

.n 

.7S 
1.JS7I 
.80 

-isn 


8ALTAS0K. 

[Diar'o  oaclal,  Dee.  27.] 

Duty  on  TTsed  Tnte  Sacks. 

In  order  to  encourage  the  reimportation  of  coffee  bags  into  Sal- 
vador, the  Executive  by  a  decree  or  December  27, 1915,  prescribed  an 
import  duty  of  $0.06  per  kilo  on  empty  used  bags  of  ]ute  or  hemp, 
tarred  or  not.  [A  fonner  reduction  in  the  duties  jiayable  on  used 
jute  bags  for  packing  was  reported  in  Foreign  Tariff  Notes  No.  15, 
p.  47.] 


BEET-STTOAB  FRODITCTION  IN  SPAIN. 

[Consul  General  Carl  Ballcy  llurst,  Barcelona,  Jan.  25.] 

According  to  recently  published  statistics  of  the  Spanish  cnstom- 
hoiise  service,  the  amounts  of  sugar  beet  sent  to  Spanish  mills  and 
of  sugar  delivered  in  the  warehouses  during  the  six  months  from 
July  1  to  December  31,  1915,  and  the  corresponding  period  of  1914, 
Tvere  ns  follows  [quantities  expressed  in  metric  tons  of  2,201.6 
pounds] : 


Period. 

Beets  sent 
to  mills. 

Snorda- 
Uvand. 

Tamil. 
•43. 813 
703.860 

r«u. 
n.sn 
u.m 

•1- 81.047 
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BOnE  FERTILIZER  IMF0BT8  OF  ITHITED  STATES. 

In  connection  with  the  suggested  utilization  of  the  bone  deposits 
on  the  Pribilof  Islands,  details  of  which  were  given  in  Cohhekcb 
Reports  for  February  21,  1916,  data  of  the  imports  into  the  United 
States  during  recent  years  of  crude  bones,  hoofs,  and  horns  and  bone 
dust  and  ashes  are  of  interest. 

Import  of  crude  bones,  hoofs,  and  horns  for  the  past  half  decade 
have  averaged  over  $1,000,000  annually,  rising  above  that  sum  in  the 
fiscal  years  1911,  1912,  and  1914,  and  falling  below  it  in  IDIST  and 
1915,  as  the  following  table,  compiled  from  official  returns,  discloses: 


Tmportod  fr<Nn~ 

1910-1 t 

1911-12 

1912-13 

1913-14 

1914-15 

sio.ase 

r4.622 
10.791 
105,397 

SS02 

65,361 
23.4S4 
73, 187 

S597 

51.S37 
10.3.19 
55.783 

S53 

31.414 
15.8  6 
37.G03 

flS7 

3.389 
4,033 
^.Ul 
1.017 
112.614 
120,293 
4.100 
1,691 
77.068 
2.059 
44,fifi6 
1.208 
2.303 
450.441 
7.940. 
I,2fi0 
49.110 
4,750 
7.287 
S.Mff 
4.070 

1,965 
170.375 
60.038 
514 
675 
57.205 
« 
44,004 
347 

528 
114  8&« 

87,565 
675 
»7 

67,632 

1,316 
148.776 
108, 5tH 
.^37 

1,320 
101,714 

37,205 
7,590 

867 
140.296 
142,  X50 
590 
868 
69,238 
1.379 
48,60.') 
3.4.T6 

43,ft11 
1,063 

506,034 

483,797 
133 

314,806 

ma 

409,077 
360 

60.  WG 
1,552 
5 

66  716 
2.723 
29B 

38.^ 
2,992 
U 

8,144 

4.m 

8.750 

7,103 

2.902 

12,533 

Total  impOTts  

1.16S.V34 

1,008,633 

889,893 

1.061,466  1  911,473 

Corresponding  figures  relating  to  bone  dust  and  ashes  are  avail- 
able for  only  the  last  four  fiscal  years,  as  prior  to  1911-12  these 
were  included  with  "All  other  fertilizers"  in  official  American  im- 
port statistics: 


Imported  ItohH" 


1911-13 


1912-13 


1S13-14 


1014-15 


Ai»lrte-HniiKBi7 . . . . 

Belplum  

France  

Qenn&aT  

Italy  , 

Net  Mrianda  , 

Spain  

UDfted  Klnedom: 

England  

-  BcoUftnd  

Canada  

lloxico  , 

Argsntina  

VriKuar  

Brftbh  Iiidia  

All  other  countries ., 

Total  Imports. 


S21.48fi 
74.  IX 
4,398 
129.730 


$19,534 
40.882 


20.655 


133.203 
"25,"  073 


C.fltM 
76. 174 
3.3S5 
281.517 


44,401 


289  m 
7.932 
220.736 
IS. 882 
180 


173.027 
5.770 

146.089 
27.732 
34,391 


181,304 

39  365 
138.300 
4  872 
35.327 


14.417 


195,890 
1.122 


:03.814 
16.243 


830.016 


601,713 


1,034,636 


134.483 
34  743 
63,944 
4,837 
6.3S3 
1,009 

90,063 
2.467 
103.984 
53 
10.075 
22.875 
194,530 
338 


The  values  given  in  the  foregoing  table  represent  respective  im- 
ports of  33^,  33^7,  41,450,  and  23,428  long  tons  of  bone  dust  and 
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THE  DAIBT  mSITSTBY  DT  ITALY. 

[Consul  William  P.  Kelle;.  Rome,  Feb.  16.] 

The  Dairymen's  Association  of  Italy,  with  headquarters  in  Rome, 
has  recently  made  an  inquiry  as  to  the  status  of  the  industry  in  the 
different  sections  of  the  country,  with  a  view  to  closer  cooperation 

and  improved  organization  to  meet  local  needs. 

From  the  figures  for  the  year  1914,  collected  by  the  Rome  head- 
quarters of  the  association,  it  api^ears  that  Iiombardy  is  the  most 
productive  district  of  Italy  for  dairy  products,  the  yield  of  milk  in 
that  Province  in  1914  bemg  7,000,000  hectoliters  (185,000,000  gal- 
lons). With  the  exception  of  about  2,000,000  gallons  used  for  pow- 
dei-ed,  sterilized  milk,  the  whole  production  \r«s  for  consumption 
and  for  the  production  of  butter  and  cheese, 

Xilk  Output  of  other  Sections — Cheese  Productloa. 

Piedmont,  with  over  4,000,000  hectiliters  (105,670,000  gallons), 
comes  after  Lombardy,  followed  by  Emilia,  with  80,000,000  gallons, 
and  Veneto,  with  40,000,000  gallons.  In  southern  Italy  buffalo  milk 
is  used  to  a  large  extent  tor  the  production  of  cheese,  while  in  Latium 
and  Sardinia  sneep  and  goat's  milk  are  used  for  this  purpose.  These 
two  latter  districts  produce  80,000,000  gallons  of  slieep  and  goat's 
milk  annually,  and  the  production  of  cheese  from  this  milk  is  an 
important  iuduetry  of  the  Rome  consular  district. 

Hard  cheese,  such  as  the  ]'armesan,  shows  the  largest  production 
in  Italy,  amounting  to  600,000  quintels  (132,000,000  pounds)  per 
year.  Sheep  and  goat  cheese  (forma^io  pecorino,  or  formag^o 
romano),  which  is  almost  entirely  produced  in  and  around  Rome, 
is  next  in  importance,  with  400,000  quintels  (88,000,000  pounds), 
of  which  about  one-half  is  exported,  principally  for  the  use  of 
Italian  emigrants  in  the  United  States  and  other  countries.  About 
11,000,000  pounds  of  imitation  sheep  cheese  is  made  from  cow's  miU^ 
and  the  process  is  so  perfected  that  the  imitation  can  be  distinguished 
only  by  experts. 

Italy  produces  about  22,000,000  j)ounds  of  "  Emmenthal,"  imita- 
tion Swiss  cheese,  which  can  be  distinguished  from  the  genuine  Swiss 
cheese  only  with  difficulty;  otlier  prominent  types  are  the  "cacio- 
cavallo  "  and  "  provoloni "  cheeses. 

Of  soft  or  cream  cheeses,  the  *'  gorgonzola  "  is  the  best  known  and 
most  largely  produced,  nmounting  to  45,000,000  pounds  a  year,  of 
which  the  greater  part  is  exported.  Other  sort  cheeses  are  the 
"  tjuai-tiroli,"  "  stracchini,"  and  a  large  variety  of  similar  dieeses 
with  different  local  names.  The  production  of  these  cheese  amounts 
to  about  7,000,000  poimds  annually. 

Butter  Production— >Effe«t  of  War  on  the  Bairy  Industry. 

The  production  of  butter  in  Italy  is  over  772.000,000  pounds  a 
year,  including  whey,  which  is  consumed  in  Italy,  wliile  a  lai^  part 
of  the  cream  butter  is  exported. 

Of  by-products  there  are  several,  such  as  the  "  ricotta,"  a  kind  of 
butter  made  from  slieep  and  goat's  milk,  which  enjoy  mostly  local 
favor.  In  northern  Italy  a  few  establishments  extract  sugar  and 
casein  from  whey,  which  extracts  are  used  in  the  chemical  industries. 

The  war  has  Seriously  affected  the  Italian  dairy  industry,  as  a 
large  portion  of  the  products  were  exported  to  Switzerland,  which 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OOMMEBCE  BBPOBIS; 


1023 


market  is  now  limited,  and  to  Germany  and  Austria,  which  are 
closed  to  Italian  exports.  Further,  the  Italian  Government  has  lim- 
ited the  exportation  of  cheese,  so  that  large  quantities  remain  in  the 
country.  As  most  of  these  cheeses  retain  their  quality  for  a  great 
length  of  time,  they  have  been  stored  to  avoid  flooding  the  market, 
and  prices  have  actually  advanced,  despite  the  unfavorable  condi- 
tions mentioned. 

AKESICAN  COiraUL&B  OmCEBS  OH  LEAVE  07  ABSEITCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  Organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Name.  ' 

Post. 

ETplra- 
tion  o[ 
venue. 

Address. 

Ntvnie,  Edwin  L  

Bradley,  \t  U  dim  Uoirbon . . . 

rowton,  E.  H  

Talholni.  Talwao  

Tegufltratpa,  Honduras 

Apr.  1 
Apr.  4 

Apr.  25 

197S  West  8»b  Rtreet,  Cleveland,  Ohto. 
Century  Club,  7  West  43d  Street,  New 
York  city. 

<") 

■  The  itinerary  of  Consul  Lawton  Is  sabatantlally  as  rollows :  San  Francisco,  Blar.  4  to  0 : 
Los  An;fr1ea,  Uar.  6  to  16 ;  Ctaattanooga,  Mar.  22  to  27 ;  Claclnnati  Mar.  20  to  Apr.  IS : 
WashlnstOD,  Apr.  17  to  2S.  

CHAXBEB  07  COHHEBCE  07  SALTADOK. 

All  the  progressive  features  of  the  modern  trade  organizations  are 
embodied  m  the  statutes  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Salvador, 
which  are  published  in  the  Diario  Oficial  of  January  28.  The  work 
of  this  chamber  will  be  directed  toward  the  development  of  the 
ccmmercial,  financial,  industrial,  and  agricultural  life  of  Salvador, 
and  it  will  include  the  promotion  of  international  commercial  rela- 
tions. It  will  serve  as  a  bureau  of  information,  and  will  make  sug- 
gestions to  the  Government  looking  to  improvements  in  mercantile 
and  agrarian  laws,  customs  duties,  and  regulations.  It  will  also  act 
as  an  arbitration  board  when  its  members  present  their  differencea. 
for  its  decision. 

CEAETERINO  CHILEAN  STEAMSHIP. 

[Consul  David  J.  D.  Myers,  I'unta  Arenas,  Cblle,  Jan.  10.] 

Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  tonnage,  a  local  firm  and  a  wool  buyer 
in  Philadelphia  have  chartered  the  Chilean  steamship  VaUitvia 
to  carry  a  full  cargo  of  wool  from  this  port  to  Philadelphia.  The 

owners  of  the  Valdivia  wiD  load  2,000  tons  of  the  best  Pocahontas 
steaming  coal  for  return  cargo.  Interested  coal  merchants  sliould 
consult  the  steamer's  agents,  W.  R.  Grace  &  Co.,  Hanover  Square, 
New  York  City.  The  Valdivia  should  arrive  at  Philadelphia  about 
March  1, 1916. 

Tlie  production  of  spelter  in  the  Netherlands  amounted  to  24,48G,000 
pounds  in  1915,  compared  with  36,196,600  pounds  in  1914,  Consul 
General  Listoe  at  Rotterdam  reports.  The  figures  were  furnished  by 
the  only  zinc  factory  in  the  Netherlands; 
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FOBESaH  TSADE  OFPOH'i'UJUTJJfiS. 

B«««rT«<l  ftddrMflefl  mar  he  obltilned  from  the  B«rrHn  and  ttB  distrlel  R^qnest 
tot  eactl  oppurtunlty  should  be  oo  a  separate  sheet  and  the  Cle  namber  (ivra.  - 

J/a<'Mnert/,  No.  20450. — The  commercial  attach^  of  the  Deparcment  of  Com- 
merce in  Chile  r^rts  that  a  man  in  that  country  desires  to  receive  cnta- 
loKiies  and  prices  on  machther;  capable  of  makii^  dally  100  gross  small 
wooden  boxes  similar  to  samples  which  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau 
or  its  district  offices.    (Refer  to  file  No.  1143.) 

Typcioriters,  graphophonea,  tcnta,  etc..  No.  20451. — A  man  in  Peru  desires  to ' 
represent  American  manufacturers  of  typewriters,  grapbophonos,  tents, 
traveling  outfits  for  Journeys  on  horijeback,  aad  shoes.    Reference  is  gives. 

Machinery,  furniture,  etc..  No.  20452. — ^A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  trona* 
mits  un  iuqnlry  from  a  firm  In  Sweden  which  desires  to  represeot  Ameri- 
can maimfucturers  of  machinery  of  all  kinds,  furniture,  steal  producta»  etix 
Reference  Is  given. 

P«reha»ing  agent,  etc..  No.  20453. — The  commercial  attach^  of  the  D^jortrnent 
of  Oomnicrce  in  Ivondon  trnnsmlts  an  Inquiry  from  a  firm  In  that  country 
which  def^lres  to  bo  placed  In  touch  with  a  purcfaunsing  aqd  forwarding 
agent  In  New  York  City.    Iteference  Is  given. 

Myrobalam  and  oUaecdi,  No.  20454. — An  American  contnilar  officer  In  India, 
reports  that  n  firm  In  hi!;  district  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  Ameri- 
can importerii  of  myrobalaus  and  oilseeds.   References  are  given. 

Brushet,  No.  204''>.'>.— The  commercial  attach  of  the  Department  of  Commerce 
In  Paris  reimrts  that  a  manufacturers'  ngent  In  that  country  dedres  to 
establhth  a)nimerrlal  relations  with  American  mauu&cturers  of  brushes. 
Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

TiAlet  paper.  No.  204r)6.— An  American  consular  ofitcer  In  Canada  reports  that 
a  firm  In  hiN  diHtrict  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  American  mana- 
facturers  and  exporters  of  toilet  paper.   Rc^rence  Is  given. 

Vndcrta^era'  tuppllet.  No.  20457. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Tenemela 
reports  that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  full 
Inforrautlon  from  American  manufacturers  of  undertakers'  supplies,  such 
as  hearses,  etc.  Corresjiondence  and  literature  should  be  In  Spanish,  U 
poi^slble. 

Mica,  salt,  cocm,  fibers,  etc.,  No.  20458. — A  firm  in  Brazil  informs  an  Americnn 
consular  ofHccr  that  It  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations  with 
American  iuiportei-s  of  mica,  broom  straw,  coffee,  salt,  cocoa,  and  fibers. 
References  are  given. 

Hosiery,  hair  oils,  electric  irona,  etc,  No.  20458. — An  American  consular  officer 
in  Enst  Africa  reports  that  n  flmi  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  catH' 
iogues,  prices,  and  full  Infonnatlou  from  American  manufoctupers  of  elec- 
trie  irons,  filters,  gasoline  cooUing  stoves,  hosiery,  hair  oils,  refined  si^ar, 
reed  furniture,  and  smoking  pipes.  Correspondence  moy  be  In  English. 

Moldings,  No.  20400. — An  American  consular  officer  In  England  reports  that  a 
firm  in  his  district  desires  to  cooununlcate  with  American  manofacturan 
of  pollsIuHl  brown  oak  moldings. 

Ifavhinery,  No.  20401. — A  man  In  India  Informs  an  American  consular  officer 
that  he  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  American  mantrfocturers  of 
Kewing  machine  parts  and  embroidery  machinery. 

HidcK,  No.  20462. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Oreece  writes  that  a  man 
in  Ills  district  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations  with  Amerlcau  ex- 
porters  of  lUdes.  Corresiwndence  should  be  In  French. 

Dairy  machinery,  cream  separators,  etc..  No.  20463. — An  Americnn  consular 
ollicor  in  France  reports  that  n  man  In  Ids  district  desires  to  receive  cata-. 
lo^Ciies,  quotations,  and  full  Information  from  American  manufacturers  of-, 
dairy  miu  bliiory,  cream  separators,  and  motors.  Correspondence  should  be 
In  French,  and  weights  and  measures  stated  In  the  metric  system. 

Machinery,  No.  204G4. — A  firm  In  Spain  Informs  an  American  consular  officer 
that  It  desires  to  purchase  steam  and  water  turbines;  gas,  gasoline,  and 
crude-oil  motors;  electric  machinery  of  all  kinds.  Including  copper  and 
aluminum  cables,  wire,  meters,  etc. ;  and  pumps  of  oil  kinds.  References 
are  given.  Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 
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inir7A70AASL£  CONDITIONS  AT  KOLA  ANB  ABCHANOEI. 

[Commercial  Attacbt!  Ilenr;  D.  Baker,  Vetrograd.  Rasaia,  Feb.  14.] 

When  the  wintex*  started  the  railway  to  Kola  was  not  completed, 
as  promised  by  the  contractors,  but  the  railway  between  Petrograd 
and  Soroka,  on  the  White  Sea,  is  now  substantially  completed.  A 
pier  was  finished  at  Kola  and  there  is  a  40-ton  lighter  there,  which 
IS  insufficient  for  the  discharge  of  the  great  quantity  of  freight  that 
has  been  arriving.  It  is  understood  that  a  great  number  of  ships  are 
now  outside  of  Kola  waiting  for  opportunit;^  to  discharge,  and  some 
have  left  Kola  and  gone  to  Norwegian  ports  in  the  hope  of  arranging 
for  prompt  shipment  of  goods  to  Russia.  At  present  it  seems  hope- 
less to  expect  to  get  goods  from  Kola  to  Petrograd  unless  by  sledges, 
even  if  the  goods  can  be  unloaded. 

In  the  VIHiite  Sea  outside  of  Archangel  there  are  said  to  be  over 
100  ships  now  in  the  ice.  The  port  was  frozen  up  this  year  much 
earlier  than  usual. 

The  Ministry  of  Commerce  is  trying  to  have  the  port  of  Soroka 
reserved  for  commercial  business  at  the  opening  of  navigation  in 
the  spring,  leaving  the  war  business  to  be  taken  care  of  at  Archangel. 
It  seeros  certain  that  the  use  of  this  new  port  on  the  White  Sea,  witli 
broad-gauge  connection  with  Petrograd,  should  considerably  relieve 
the  congestion  at  Archangel. 

SWEDEN'S  NATIONAX  INCOUE  INCBEASED. 

A  statement  of  the  national  income  of  Sweden  for  1915,  received 
from  American  Minister  Ira  N.  Morris,  at  Stockholm,  gives  a  total 
of  $40,312,816,  an  increase  over  the  1914  figures,  which  were  $3!),949,- 
540.  During  the  month  of  December,  however,  the  1915  figures  of 
88,266,021  showed  a  decrease  from  $4,012,190  in  December,  1914.  The 
estimate  of  income  which  was  made  for  1914  was  slightly  less  than  the 
actual  amount  received,  while  the  estimate  for  1915  was  $42.70d.S00 
BO  that  the  income  for  the  latter  year  was  more  than  ^,000,000  lower 
than  was  estimated. 
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BEGEHT  CHANGES  IV  ASIATIC  IKASE  ASD  INDTTSIAY. 
laek  of  XatertBls  Handloup  to  iBdostry. 

Many  industries  in  Japan  have  been  affected  by  the  difficulty  of 
importing  materials  from  abroad,  says  the  Japan  Advertiser,  and 
of  these  match  making  has  suffered  most.  The  safety-match  fac- 
tories entirely  suspended  work  for  Uie  first  half  of  January,  1916, 
And  for  eight  days  early  in  February. 

The  glass  factories  raised  the  price  of  manufoctured  goods  by  20 
per  cent  toward  the  end  of  1914,  but  even  with  this  increase  in 
price  several  factories  in  Osaka  have  had  to  curtail  production  or 
wholly  suspend  work  because  of  the  high  price  of  materials. 

Because  of  the  rise  in  the  price  of  drugs,  cloth  bleachers  decided 
to  ask  a  10  per  cent  increase  in  the  bleaching  charge.  The  weavers 
refused  to  pay  this  and  the  bleachers  decided  to  suspend  work  from 
the  Ist  of  February. 

Anc^er  problem  is  the  shortage  of  steel.  The  question  is  of 
national  importance,  for  the  shortage  is  affecting  many  industries. 
Those  concerned  in  the  shipbuilding  industry  and  steel  trade  are  now 
studying  a  means  to  increase  the  supply,  and  the  Government  author- 
ities are  also  assisting  the  investigation. 
StroBff  Demand  for  Shell  Buttons. 

The  Yokohama  Boyeki  says  the  shell-button  market  in  Yokohama 
and  Tokyo  is  active,  owing  to  the  arrival  of  orders  from  Russia  and 
other  countries.  The  price  of  shell  buttons  of  various  kinds  has 
risen  30  or  40  per  cent,  but  as  there  has  been  a  considerable  rise  in 
the  price  of  shells  the  profits  are  not  large. 

.  The  Japan  Daily  Mail  says  that  country  can  turn  out  shell  buttons, 
but  is  not  a  good  manufacturer  of  horn  or  metal  buttons.  Not  only 
these  shell  goods  which  are  excellently  manufactured  but  horn  or 
metal  buttons  which  are  not  turned  out  so  well  are  demanded  by 
over-sea  buyers,  now  that  continental  buttons  from  Europe  are  out 
of  the  market.  Purchases  by  India  and  England  are  constantly 
increasing.  The  United  States  is  the  latest  addition  to  the  buyers* 
list  and  already  her  purchases  are  running  up  into  a  large  figure. 

Bev  law  Benefits  a  Million  Fmetory  Worken. 

About  1,000,000  workers  will  be  benefited  by  the  new  Japanese 
factory  law  which  is  to  go  into  effect  the  1st  day  of  April,  1916. 
The  Japan  Times  says  -that  according  to  the  latest  investigation  by 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce,  20^000  may  be  the 
number  of  factories  to  come  under  the  new  enactment. 

Importation  of  Sheet  Olass  Suspended. 

The  importation  of  sheet  glass  into  Japan  has  completely  stopped, 
and  home  demands  have  to  be  filled  by  the  Asahi  Glass  Co.,  the  only 
manufacturer  of  sheet  glass  in  the  country,  the  Japan  Chronicle 
states.  The  monthly  output  of  the  Kyushu  factory  of  the  company 
Amounts  20,000  cases,  of  which  about  16.000  cases  are  for  foreign 
orders  already  booked.  Quantities  available  for  domestic  require- 
ments are  the  remaining  4,000  cases  and  the  10,000  cases  turned  out 
by  the  Amagasaki  factory,  totaling  14,000,  as  against  a  total  monthly 
demand  of  about  25,000,  or  a  shortage  of  about  10,000  cases. 
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Paper  Kills  flanninff  Extensions.' 

Japanese  paper  mills  are  hardly  able  to  cope  with  the  multitude 
of  foreign  and  domestic  orders  and  have  recently  raised  prices  on 
two  occasions.  Though  there  are  only  small  imports  of  pulp,  and 
its  price  will  shortly  have  to  be  raised  for  a  third  time,  the  Japan 
Chronicle  says  it  is  stated  that  paper  mills  have  stocks  siif&ciently 
large  to  last  them  for  the  next  six  months.  The  manufacture  of  pulp 
in  Japan,  also,  has  been  developing  recently.  Several  companies  are 
planning  extensions  of  their  mills,  with  the  object  of  increasing  the 
manufacture  of  paper  for  the  markets  of  China. 

large  Exports,  Foor  Home  Demand  for  Cement 

-  The  export  of  Portland  cement  from  Japan,  which  began  soon 
after  the  outbreak  of  the  war  to  take  over  the  trade  lost  to  Gennany 
and  England,  is  going  on  briskly  at  the  rate  of  50,000  to  100,000 
barrels  a  month,  according  to  the  Japan  Daily  Mail.  The  market, 
too,  is  ever  widening,  and  now  the  position  of  Japanese  Portland 
cement  in  Australia,  the  Dutch  Indies,  British  India,  and  other 
Eastern  countries  has  been  well  consolidated.  The  domestic  market, 
however,  is  still  dormant.  Several  mills  have  either  closed  tempo- 
rarily or  wound  up  their  affairs.  The  production  is  curtailed  to  no 
small  extent,  and  that,  in  conjunction  with  the  increase  in  expoi*ts, 
induces  the  price  to  go  up. 

Qovemment  Eewards  Chinese  Kerehants. 

The  Peking  Daily  News  says  that  in  order  to  show  to  both  for- 
eigners and  Chinese  that  the  Government  is  not  only  I>estowing 
rewards  on  officials  and  officers,  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Commerce  telegraphed  to  the  various  provincial  governments  and 
all  chambers  of  commerce  requesting  them  to  recommend  those  big 
merchants  who  have  done  something  good  for  the  development  of 
Chinese  industries,  so  that  their  names  may  be  presented  to  the 
Emperor  for  decorations  in  celebration  of  the  inauguration  of  the 
new  Empire. 

NAUTICAL  SCHOOL  AT  SPANISH  POBT. 

[CouHul  WUbur  T.  Grucfy,  SevlUe,  Bpaln,  Feb.  15.] 

A  nautical  school  has  recently  been  inaugurated  at  Seville,  to  be 
known  as  the  Escuela  Nautica  de  San  Telmo  de  Sevilla,  which  is  to 
have  special  courses  for  teaching  piloting  and  engineering. 

The  first  course  for  pilots  embraces  studies  in  geography,  history 
of  Spain,  arithmetic,  algebra,  geometry,  laws  an<l  legislation,  an^ 
drafting;  the  second,  trigonometry,  physics,  electricity,  boolckeeping, 
naval  hygiene,  hydrographic  drafting,  and  Englisli ;  the  third,  cos- 
mography, navigation,  meteorology,  oceanography,  stowage,  work- 
ing a  ship,  applied  mechanics,  marine  engines,  and  English.  The 
engineer's  course  consists  of  arithmetic,  elemental  algebra,  geometry, 
physics,  electricity,  and  drafting.  The  school  will  also  give  lessons 
to  small  fishing  and  cargo  boat  owners,  covering  the  operation  of 
vessels,  navigation  laws,  method  of  using  engines,  etc. 

Students  are  to  be  admitted  to  the  school  in  April  and  August, 
the  examinations  for  entrance,  open  to  boys  of  12  who  have  received 
an  elementary  education,  being  held  in  Jime  and  September  of  each 
year.  The  engineering  school  is  to  be  held  at  night. 
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CHANGES  AFFECT  TBASS  IE  OBISHTAL  FABBI08. 
fitenated  ficports  of  Cotton  Oloths  to  India  flrom  Ji^An. 

Exports  of  Japanese  cotton  cloths  to  India,  chiefly  drills  and' 
sliirtin^s,  which  amounted  to  about  15,000  bales  in  1914,  reached. 
30,000  m  1915.  Hitherto  there  were  no  exports  of  jeans  from  Japan 
to  India,  but  the  past  year  they  have  been  exported  to  the  quantity 
of  600  bales.  This  has  been  made  possible,  the  Japan  Chronicle  says, 
by  the  shortage  of  British  cloths  on  the  Indian  market.  Of  a  total 
demand  for  40,000  bales  of  drills  in  India,  more  than  10,000  bales 
were  supplied  by  Japan  last  year. 

silk  Goods  and  Kaw  Silk  Affected  by  Conditions. 

With  a  Wew  to  developing  the  foreign  trade  of  Yokohama  and 
converting  the  port  into  an  mdustria!  center,  the  people  of  Tsukui 
district,  in  Kanagawa  PrefecturCj  with  the  support  of  Japanese  mer- 
chants in  Yokohama,  have  submitted  a  representation  to  the  Kana- 
gawa Prefectural  Office,  asking  the  authorities  to  establish  a  model 
tactory  for  making  silk  goods  and  producing  raw  silk.  It  is  stated 
m  the  Japan  Gazette  that  the  annual  output  of  silk  material  in 
Tsukui  and  Koza  districts,  in  Kanagawa  Prefecture,  amounts  in 
value  to  $647,400,  while  that  of  raw  silk  in  Aiko  and  four  other  dis- 
tricts in  the  Prefecture  is  valued  at  $2,490,000  annually. 

The  Japan  Advertiser  says  that  the  trade  in  raw  silk  was  in  a-  very 
depressed  condition  for  the  first  half  of  1915.  Japanese  spinners 
were  in  gt-eat  financial  difficulty.  Not  a  few  fomid  themselves  bank- 
rupt, and  the  sericultural  industry  in  Japan  was  on  the  verge  of 
annihilation.  The  establishment  of  a  new  company  in  March  re- 
lieved the  reelers  of  their  difficulty  by  forcing  an  artificial  rise  in 
the  price  of  raw  silk,  but  the  amount  exported  showed  a  great  de- 
cline, and  the  prospect  was  in  no  way  ameliorated.  In  tlie  autumn 
the  demand  from  the  United  States  increased,  while  orders  from 
Europe  were  plentiful  and  the  price  suddenly  rose,  so  that  spinners 
and  exporters  were  able  not  only  to  recoup  their  losses  since  the 
autumn  of  1914  but  also  secured  a  fair  margin  of  profit. 

Orient  Supplies  !fogland  with  Dress  Goods  and  Underwear. 

The  London  Daily  Graphic  says  that  the  Japanese  will  soon  have 
the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  they  are  producing  a  great  deal  of 
the  beautiful  dress  material  worn  by  western  women  of  fashion. 
Twenty  years  ago  Japan  was  importing  this  class  of  goods,  which 
was  in  demand  in  its  own  country  for  best  quality  kunonos.  But 
Japan's  alertness  for  business  by  no  means  ends  with  the  all-wool 
fabrics.  During  the  past  few  months  its  plants  haro  been  sending 
to  England,  for  the  first  time,  a  wide  range  of  underwear  of  the 
cheaper  grades.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  Japan  nas  captured  a  big  part 
of  this  business  in  the  English  market. 

Mnslln  Company's  Combing  Plant  Installed. 

The  combing  plant  of  a  Tokyo  muslin  company,  comprising  20 
machines  of  the  latest  type,  was  fully  installed  by  January  1,  and 
it  was  expected  that  it  would  be  in  full  operation  by  March.  Event- 
ually, therefore,  the  muslin  trade  there,  according  to  the  Japan 
Times,  will  have  a  supply  of  tops  to  the  extent  of  400,000  pounds 
a  mon^ 
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Amerleans  Aid  Becnperatlon  of  Eemp-Bzald  Market 

A  tendency  to  recuperate,  which  set  in  at  the  close  of  the  year,  is 
being  steadily  accentuated  in  the  hemp-braid  market  of  Japjin,  and 
■with  it  there  is  a  steady  rise  in  price.  The  Japan  Times  says  that 
the  operations  of  European  buyers  have  been  finished,  but  now 
American  buyers  are  expected.  Px-odiicers  ai-e  firmly  resolved  to 
refrain  from  undei'selling  one  another,  a  practice  which  has  so  far 
Bpoiled  the  market  for  their  goods  ovei*seas.  American  buyei-s,  too, 
it  is  stated,  are  apparently  i-eady  to  pay  better  piices  now  that  the 
visible  stock  on  tne  inai'ket  has  run  out,  having  already  filed  some 
fresh  oi*ders  with  Yokohama  exporters. 


CANADUIT  OB0C£ES  QUERIED  AS  TO  PRICES  FREFERREB. 

[Consul  Kred  C.  Sinter,  SarnJa,  Ontario,  Uar.  7.] 

The  Canadian  Grocer  recently  published  two  questions,  asking  for 
expressions  of  opinion  from  retail  grocers.  These  questions  were: 

WIilcli  article  do  yoii  prefer  to  soli,  and  wliy — one  coKting  yoii  $1  i»er  dozen, 
whtcli  retails  at  10  cents,  or  one  coBtiuR  $1.35  iwr  ihmen.  retailing  at  15  cents? 

Which  would  yoii  prefer  to  soil,  an  arth'lu  amtin«  .'jsS.OO  per  case  of  100  and 
retallln;;  at  5  ceuts  each,  or  the  same  quality  article  In  a  similar  lockage,  with 
same  net  wel^t,  costing  $3.60  pev  case  of  48,  and  retailing  nt  10  cents  each? 

Out  of  3-1  replies  to  the  first  question,  29  retail  fjrocers  favored  the 
15-cent  article,  costing  $1.35  ])er  dozen,  5  were  favorable  to  the  10- 
cent  article,  and  1  was  neutral.  The  majority  gave  as  a  reason  for 
their  decision  that  the  15-cent  line  gave  them  a  better  profit.  The 
majority  of  the  votes  pertaining  to  the  second  question  favored  the 
10-cent  line,  for  the  reason  that  they  believed  it  would  give  them  a 
better  profit. 

The  editor  of  the  publication,  in  writing  to  the  American  consul 
on  this  subject,  said: 

or  course,  tliere  is  a  queKtion  of  piice  Piittins  to  l)o  wnsidored  here.  Wiille 
many  Ignoretl  ttils,  yet  It  ia  a  fact  that  an  arilclo  costing  .?3.60  i)er  case  of  48 
and  rottilling  at  10  cents  eucli  i.s  very  liable  to  lie  cut  to  0  for  cents  by  tlie 
Iorf!%r  or  by  tlie  cut-rate  stores,  thus  reducing  the  margin  of  profit  considerably 
and  making  the  line  unprofitable  for  anybody.  There  is  not  tlie  same  Induce- 
ment, apparently,  to  sell  0  for  2o  cents  of  a  line  costing  $.1.90  \kv  case  of  100 
and  retailing  regularly  at  5  cents  each.  Nevertheless,  the  majority  favored 
the  10-cent  line  In  this  {turtlcular  case. 


EXPORT  OF  CRASH  FROU  RUSSIA. 

[Commcrdfll  Attach^  Henry  D.  Bntor,  I^itrogmd,  Feb.  1.1 

An  inquiry  was  i-eceived  as  to  whether  the  export  of  crash  from 
Kufsia  to  the  United  States  is  permitted,  the  term  "crash  "  meaning 
as  follows:  A  coai-se  linen  fabric  variously  used,  as  for  clothing,  or 
as  a  covering  for  stairs,  floors,  carpets,  etc.,  or  as  a  canvas  hanging 
for  walls. 

The  Cubtomhou.se  Department  at  Petrograd  replies  that,  " '  Crash ' 
for  varioua  uses,  such  as  for  clothes,  carpets,  etc.,  is  prohibited  for 
export  abroad."  However,  the  department  adds  that  the  Ministry 
of  Finance  may  allow  an  exception  on  special  application  being 
made,  but  the  stipulations  in  connection  with  the  special  ruling  for 
the  export  of  goods  to  North  America  as  to  guaranteeing  the  delivery 
of  the  goods  at  destination  must  be  observed. 
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[Counl  C.  U.  Hlteb,  NotttaglyuB.  Bntfaad.  VM.  81.] 

Aa  Nottingham  is  an  inland  city  no  figures  are  available  E^oving 
the  quantities  of  goods  exported  from  this  district,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  exports  to  the  United  States.  Urttrge  quantities  of  goods 
manufactured  in  the  district  are  sold  to  merchants  and  jobbing  hoiues 
in  London,  Liverpool,  Manchester,  and  Glasgow,  and  are  exported 
to  foreign  countries  from  those  places. 

There  are  no  statistics  available  showing  the  quantities  of  goods 
manufactured  in  the  district  sold  to  the  home  trade,  but  large  quan- 
tities of  hosiery,  underwenr,  shoes,  etc.,  in  excess  of  Uie  normal  de- 
mand were  manufactured  during  last  year. 

Soslerjr,  Tnderwear,  and  Cotton  Tarn  Ezporti. 

About  90  per  cent  of  the  hosiery  manufacturers  of  the  United 

Kingdom  are  located  in  this  district.  The  exports  from  the  Not- 
tingham district  to  the  United  States  during  1915  amounted  to 
$178,936,  while  the  total  exports  from  the  United  Kingdom  to  all 
countries  amounted  to  $11,401,528.  The  imports  of  hosiery  and 
underwear  into  this  country  for  the  some  period  amounted  to 
$14,548,931. 

It  is  estimated  that  about  10  per  cent  of  the  British  cotton  yam 
production  is  manufactured  in  this  district  The  exports  from  the 
Nottingham  consular  district  to  the  United  States  during  1915 
amounted  to  $554,085,  while  the  exports  from  the  United  Kingdom 
to  the  United  States  amounted  to  $3,303,529.  The  total  exports  of 
cotton  yarn  to  all  countries,  including  the  United  States,  amounted 
to  $50,187,893. 

Laoei  and  Keti — ^Laee  and  Hotiny  Ifadhtnery. 

About  95  per  cent  of  the  lace  and  net  industries  of  this  country 
are  located  in  Nottingham  or  the  immediate  vicinity,  and  it  is  esti- 
mated that  the  United  States  imports  about  40  per  cent  of  the  total 
output.  The  exports  from  Nottingham  to  the  United  States  for 
1915  amounted  to  $5,878,725,  while  tne  total  exports  from  the  United 
Kingdom  amotmted  to  $13,886,105.  The  imports,  which  were  lai^y 
laces  of  Swiss  and  French  manufacture,  amounted  to  $4,798,5£6,  a 
considerable  portion  of  which  were  reexported  to  other  coxmtries. 

Practically  all  of  the  Levers  lace  machines  and  also  large  quantities 
of  other  lace  and  net  machines  are  manufactured  in  the  Nottingham 
district.  Fully  98  per  cent  of  the  hosiery  machines  and  accessories 
manufactured  in  Great  Britain  are  produced  in  this  district.  The 
exports  from  Nottingham  to  the  United  States  for  1915  amounted  to 
$145,870,  but  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  figures  showing  the  value  of 
the  total  production  or  the  amount  of  exports  to  other  countries. 

Exports  of  TTndressed  Sheepsklni. 

•  About  5  per  cent  of  the  undressed-sheepskin  trade  of  the  United 
Kingdom  is  done  in  this  consular  district.  The  exports  from  Not- 
tingham to  the  United  States  for  1916  amounted  to  $395,686,  while 
the  total  exports  from  the  United  Kingdom  were  $7,449,492.  The 
imports  Into  the  United  Kingdom  for  the  period  amounted  to 
$14,611,938. 
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K^WFOirNDLAin)  BEGINS  TO  USE  AltrUDTUU  UTEHSILS. 

'  [Consul  Jam^B  S.  Benedict,  St.  John's,  Feb.  18.] 

Aluminuin  cooking  utensils  nre  not  extensively  used  in  Newfound- 
land, porcelain  and  tinware  beiiij;  utilized  iiiHtead.  It  is  observed, 
however,  that  the  leading  merchants  of  St.  Juhu's  lately  have  been 
exhibiting  some  aluminum  utensils  for  sale.  These  are  imported 
principally  from  the  United  States.  Prices  paid  by  the  importers 
of  such  goods  are  the  American  standard  wholesale  prices,  plus 
amount  of  duty  and  freight. 

The  Newfoundland  customs  duty  on  aluminum  goods  is  40  per 
cent  ad  valorem,  and  the  duty  on  porcelain  and  earthen  wares  is  the 
Game,  i.  e.,  40  per  cent  In  addition  to  the  duty  a  surtax  of  10  per 
cent  upon  the  amount  payable  in  respect  of  such  duty  is  imposed. 

Previous  to  the  war  a  considerable  quantity  of  a^ate  and  porcelain 
ware  was  imported  from  the  Continent  of  Europe. 

The  best  means  of  obtaining  trade  in  Newfoundland  is  that  of 
eending  catalogues  and  price  lists,  giving  quotations  f.  o.  b.  Cleveland 
and  iievf  York;  and  better  still,  the  manufacturer  might  send  a 
representative  here  with  a  full  line  of  samples.  The  American  consu- 
late would  be  pleased  to  receive  catalogues  and  price  lists  of  cooking 
utensils  to  be  placed  on  file. 

[A  list  of  the  leading  merchants  of  St  John'u,  who  carry  on  both  a  wholesale 
end  retail  trade,  and  do  business  with  merc-lionts  at  various  places  on  the 
Island,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
or  ItB  district  offices.  Befer  to  file  No.  73160.] 


SFAIirS  TRADE  FOA  LAST  YEAR. 

(Cotmil  General  Carl  Bailey  Hurst,  Barcelona,  Feb.  Ifi.] 

The  imports  into  Spain  during  1915,  according  to  figures  published 
by  the  Spanish  Treasury  Department,  were  valued  at  $217,677,331, 
compared  with  $188,538,070  for  1914,  and  $235,635,238  for  1913.  The 
exports  to  all  countries  amounted  to  $227,402,417,  against  $159,704,- 
810  for  1914,  and  $194,281,110  for  1913. 

The  increase  in  imports  is  entirely  due  to  raw  materials,  as  the 
imports  of  live  animals,  manufactured  articles,  and  alimentary  prod- 
vets  decreased.  Gold  in  bullion  and  coin  was  imported  to  the  value 
of  $39,653,762,  as  compared  with  $4,570,776  in  1914.  The  receipts  of 
raw  cotton  increased  from  84,279  metric  tons  (of  2,204.6  pounds  each) 
in  1914  to  143,052  tons  in  1915;  unwashed  wool  from  40  to  5,243  tons; 
and  hides  and  skins,  untanned,  from  4,932  to  12,102  tons. 

The  increase  in  exports  is  chiefly  found  in  manufactured  articles, 
which  amounted  to  nearly  2^  times  as  much  as  the  jnrevious  year, 
largely  due  to  filling  foreign  government  contracts.  There  was  also 
an  mcrease  in  the  exports  of  alimentary  products,  but  the  export  of 
live  animals  and  raw  materials  decreased.  Exports  of  cotton  and 
manufacturers  thereof  increased  from  $8,503,309  worth  in  1914  to 
$28,817,700  in  1915;  wool,  horsehair,  and  other  hair  and  manufnc- 
tures  thereof  from  $1,070,200  to  $33,207,128,  and  alimentary  products 
from  $64,047,880  to  $72,412,469. 

Sardines  valued  at  $73,211  were  invoiced  at  the  American  consular 
agency  at  Brest,  France,  for  the  United  States  during  1915  compared 
with  $79^  worth  for  1914. 
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BLAHK  COIHS  FOB  FEBimAH  XZHT. 

Silver  disks  or  blank  coins  manufactured  in  the  United  States  will 
be  received  at  the  national  mint  of  Peru  from  individuals  holding 
Government  permits,  and  will  be  coined  into  pieces  valued  at  1  su 
($0,486)  each,  up  to  the  amount  of  500,000  soles  ($243,325).  In  con- 
formity with  this  ruling,  published  in  El  Peruano  for  February  11, 
the  Peruvian  mint  will  collect  a  coinage  charge  of  2  per  thousand 
cm  the  value  coined.  The  disks  or  coin  blanks  shipped  from  the 
United  States  will  be  exempt  from  consular  inToice  fees  and  customs 
duties.  [Reference  was  made  in  Comubbcb  Bbfokfs  for  Jan.  13  to 
the  new  silver  coinage  law  in  Peru.] 


ANALYSIS  OF  FOBEION  COHUEBCE  OF  TTinTED  STATES. 

The  usual  monthly  statement  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the  United 
States  has  just  been  completed  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce,  Department  of  Commerce.  The  imports  and 
exports  by  great  grou[^  during  the  month  of  January  and  the  sevea 
months  ended  January  are  presented  in  the  following  statement: 


Gronps. 

Uontb  of  Januarys 

7  BDDtha  ended  Jamary— 

1916 

1910 

nroien. 

Crude  mater  Iain  (or  use  In  manufacttirtng  

Foodstuffs  In  orade  oonditkm  and  food  ani- 

189.000,103 

2D,3&7,e« 
20,472.052 

2B,S10.m 
23,227.881 
1,734.148 

138,020,061 

17,»0,671 

15,835,656 

20.429,204 
39,081.  lU 
1,6(3.«13 

8480,679.854 

1».755.9S9 
133,013,797 

173.262,431 
IW.  978.229 
8,S»,73e 

S3S8.9B.3S6 

128.950.441 
141, 000,  tU 

141,14>.0BO 

sa>.(B7.  m 

W. 877.737 

FoodrtuSS  partly  or  wholly  inuiulactured. 
Uanubotum  for  furtbor  wt  In  maniifoctur- 

Ing     

184,383.117 

123. 148.317 

1,097.148,901 

930,588,388 

axrons. 

Crude  muterial  for  use  In  nuumEaettirbu  

Voodstufb  tn  etude  oondlthHi  and  food  ant 

43,970,488 

39.401,908 
51,079.008 

48,807,758 
14a.Ute.S47 
0.080,861 

68,622,400 

40,788,708 
41.U3.4B8 

80.180,948 
64.0%7« 
9,001,887 

280,«4,3n 

1S7.290.741 
341.241,808 

uo,no.3» 

044.671.  UK 
«7,7I8,S14 

388.800.908 

213, 888. 6B 
310,000.706 

U0,t2S,7H 
356.880.881 
88. 637.644 

Food«talb  partly  or  wholly  manahetined. 
Uanobetum  Ibr  further  use  In  mannfutnt- 

336.474,235 
4,310,013 

308,038,198 
4,348.131 

2,146,011.540 
30.804.627 

1.300k  I77.su 
37.088.818 

330,784,847 

367.879.313 

3,183,816.167 

1.8I4.«80,14B 

The  increase  in  the  exports  for  the  seven  months  ending  Janu- 
ary, 1916,  in  the  item  Miscellaneous,  to  a  total  of  $67,763,614  arises 
from  the  exportation  of  horses  in  that  month  to  the  value  of  $51,- 
183,672,  of  mules  to  the  value  of  $14,116^7,  and  of  seeds  valued  at 

$2,273,995. 

biporto  and  £:^rtf  by  QmA  DfTioloni  aad  Oovatriei. 

The  total  values  of  merchandise  imported  from  and  exported  to 
each  of  the  principal  countries  during  Jamuiry  and  tiie  seven  months 
ended  with  January,  1916,  comparea  with  corresponding  periods  of 
the  preceding  year,  follow: 
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y  months  ttidtd  with 

Gtand  dMBlott  and  oooDtiT. 

1915 

vm 

mrOBTB  VBOM— 

Grand  dtrteloiis: 

UT  DM  TDt 

u?  am  (tu 

I3l9t680  334 

S3S7,604,S.n 

40,405,644 

27,608,261 

9Sk  ^1 
*l>3r  KUi  WH 

mt  R7I  liCUI 

40,»40. 195 

23,569.855 

lin?  170  fif^ 

129  010.687 

32.6ie.64S 

18,396,096 

9tn  01?  Otfui 

13ft  Ml  HM 

AOO.  tn^, 

la.  254. 158 

2,118.810 

Hi           ■  VlO 

«v,  Dm,  4  i-v 

10, 148. 413 

2,311,440 

9  385  839 

184,302.117 

122,148,317 

1  nor  1^  QQ1 

nn  inR  ztn 

nnf. 

FrJncipal  ooimtrMs: 

7  007,233 

64,eOT 

1,564,796 

1  037  382 

48,686 

340,066 

901  130 

s  R7Q  nos 

8,733.834 

5.449,619 

tt'J!  fill  Ufi 

48  46S.  113 

865,242 

13.951, 411 

10  405  466 

fut  fill'  OflO 

6,303,&44 

3,925.331 

2s!  555]  994 

30,589.613 

1,5S3. 130 

3,079,663 

1A  SUA  ft!tf) 

31  358  309 

311,016 

439,884 

7  741. 101 

367,753 

14,695 

9  dAQ  TOO* 

3. 195.883 

2,117.106 

863.980 

11  Aa9  ono 

827.755 

1,410.106 

7  702  038 

1,482.097 

2,036.974 

12. 093. 303 

24. 90S.  044 

11,862, 166 

lAJl  ^Q.'i 
iUUi  OChI,  uo« 

1M  ^01  07fl 

13.  WO.  233 

11,474.173 

130.487,686 

100.379.127 

'  0,050,aM 

4,539.705 

61.831,159 

41,383.000 

13.056.501 

7,745.634 

00.878.035 

73.725.913 

14. 170, 189 

7,163.423 

59.476.208 

31.568, 135 

12,074,642 

10, 012, 95^ 

1  4  ■, 

u  9jn  974 

6,629.979 

1,157,728 

13  936  633 

f ■ llf 1 bo£ 

ft             1 0A 
a,  in 

to  070  ^77 

Britisb  EMt  Indfca  

12,782,256 

6,557.501 

"^7 

10.394. 2S3 

7,480.001 

R.'i  not  un 

9,877.241 

962.007 

9ft-  ifti  astQ 

9  416  210 

Bfjpi.  :  

1.942.396 

986.381 

U.  308, 449 

S,a06,OB9 

3,153.803 

13,723,758 

7,494,303 

<ttBitd  dlvisloiu: 

•KM)    J|t4  1QA 

911  (M 

1,630,655,353 

001,766,858 

68,021,934 

30,215,205 

SStl  341  niA 

271,01),  765 

13.843.584 

6,980,339 

45  733  K57 

18.987,391 

10.391.406 

67*7441 480 

6.477.094 

6,405,344 

42  160  '163 

3,092,668 

2,958,074 

24,092,385 

15  3^  303 

•80,784.847 

267, 879,  «3 

9  IIQ  SIR  IR7 

1,334,660,148 

61,265 

14,5  790 

3.387,736 

1,906,489 

10  T17  Ml 

6,006, 133 

«,  532,835 

44,762,779 

34,337.416 

■Mu  nnn  n(u 

149  9U  flit 

48,494 

6,347.010 

272  033 

0^  fi!lA  Ql?! 

3.652,065 

3,743,072 

11  851  239 

16,764.538 

34,545.385 

165,701  167 

88  579  151 

6, 736,  S33 

14,570.858 

■  .  101,  iMi/ 

AA  AfiA  All 

4,074,371 

4, 197.031 

I'Ci.  720  571 

Id  AHA  AA!i 

1I,»M,251 

654,088 

1417  it\l\ 

7  7"^!  AT* 

4,615,759 

3,643.803 

'J7  lB7  504 

ifi  Ajfl  nu 

6. 199,070 

9,857.233 

-■i>,  i91  813 

33.S9'1.I>8S 

121,670.813 

7  ["J   199  QRrt 

It^  '^IA  ?llt 

38,303.633 

17.  iJo.^T,) 

ITl  lifl 

2,846,120 

3..i7il,'.tlS 

545 

10  170 

Uutko  

3.W9,768 

3.  :iii,i)!*.s 

18.S33.069 

I0,0S7,9:!3 

6,0l.-,.U.'i7 

U7,JS5,aZ8 

42,8.^3.145 

6,140,088 

1,  Til  7. 225 

36,169,830 

13.445,  nH 

3,a87,7(M 

l.N')  1.1102 

32,400,479 

12.596.781 

1,741,608 

K.SI.  146 

13,067.500 

5, 7G8. 105 

13,307.374 

8.358.874 

3,660.801 

l.OO'i.  170 

14,542,155 

8. 107.075 

6,858,781 

31,814.704 

33, 910.029 

e,  643,687 

33,347. 741 

8,125.569 

4,960,351 

2.  277, m 

42. 684. 548 

37,9J9,3» 

BiltniAlUaa  

1,288,130 

13,414,497 

13,098.859 

%su,3n 

U,034,SU 

0,490,481 
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PEANUT  TBABE  OF  UMfSM. 

■  [CoDGul  Luclont  Memmitis«r.  Msdmi^  India,  Feb.  2.] 

The  war  seriously  affected  the  peanut  trade  of  India.  According 
to  official  statistics  published  by  the  Madras  Government  the  exports 
of  peanuts  from  the  Madras  Presidency  during  the  fiscal  year  1914-15 
decreased  by  4^  per  cent  in  quantity  and  45  per  cent  in  value  com- 
pared with  the  preceding  year.  This  dislocation  of  the  trade  came 
when  sowings  had  already  been  made  for  the  ensuing  season,  the 
outturn  of  which  was  estimated  at  580,471  tons  of  uuCs  in  shell  against 
411,320  tons  in  the  previous  year. 

In  1914-15  shipments  to  France,  representing  83  per  cent  of  the 
total  exports,  fell  by  46  per  cent  in  quantity,  and  those  to  Belgium 
and  Austria -Hungary  by  65  and  9  per  cent,  respectively,  compared 
with  1913-14.  The  United  Kingdom  on  the  other  hand  took  2,487 
tons  against  10  tons  in  1913-14,  and  Italy  by  taldng  4,000  tons  helped 
to  reduce  the  surplus.  There  were  greatly  increased  shipments  to 
Calcutta,  the  price  of  mustard  and  rape-seed  oil  in  Bengal  being 
high  and.  ground  nut  oil  being  used  in  their  plaouL 

Countries  of  Destination — Exports  from  Fondicherry. 

The  following  table  shows  the  destination  of  peanuts  from  the 
Madras  Presidency  during  tlie  fiscal  year  ended  March  31, 1914: 


Country. 

nimdred- 
we[ght(113 
pwnds). 

-  :  -.  . 

-  Ooontiy, 

Himdrad- 
welght  (112 
pcwnds). 

ValiH. 

S,  £57,007 
14S.624 

67, m 

30,009 
n4,666 

StO, 023,092 
387.  IW 
166,110 
U7,8S1 
820,380 

201 
41,677 
6.SBB 

100.  *S3 

u.<ao 

ItatjT!;.  

11, 176,  «M 

Exports  from  Pondicherry,  French  India  (also  in  t"his  district), 
were  86,509  tons  in  1913-14  and  51,490  tons  in  the  fiscal  year  1914-15. 
The  increased  demand  for  peanuts  from  Sonthem  India  in  recent 
years  is  stated  to  be  due  chiefly  to  the  discovery  of  a  new  process  for 
deoderizing  the  oil  expressed  from  the  nut,  which  was  considered  for 
a  long  time  suitable  only  for  soap  making. 


BBmSH  XHDnSTRIES  FAIB. 

The  Bureau  is  in  receipt  of  certain  material  in  connection  with  the 
recent  British  Industries  Fair  which  was  held  at  the  Victoria  and 
Albert  Museum  in  London  from  February  21  to  March  3.  The  ex- 
hibition is  principally  interesting  as  showing  the  success  of  the 
efforts  of  British  manufacturers  to  replace  certain  articles  almost 
cxcUisively  obtained  heretofore  from  the  present  SOTcalled  enemy 
countries.  These  manufactures  include  small  metal  parts  of  ladies' 
handbags,  special  kinds  of  glassware,  cheap  pottery,  toys,  and  colored 
prints.  A  collection  of  pamphlets  descriptive  of  these  articles,  and 
the  official  program  of  the  British  Industries  Fair,  giving  the  names 
and  addresses  of  the  various  manufacturers  and  dealei^  in  these  lines, 
may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
or  its  district  offices.  Befer  to  file  No.  1148. 
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FEWEB  EffrABUSHXEHTS;  XOKE  GLASS  PKOmrCED. 

A  comparison  between  the  census  of  1914  and  that  of  1909  in  the 
^ass  induatry  in  this  country  shows  that  while  the  number  of  estab- 
lishments was  reduced  from  363  to  347  in  the  five-year  period,  the 
value  of  the  products  increased  from  $92,096,203  to  $122,964,79^. 
The  decrease  in  number  of  establishments  was  due  in  part  to  the  ex- 
haustion of  the  natural-gas  supply  in  Kansas.  In  1909  thei-e  were  23 
establishments  in  operation  in  that  State,  while  there  were  only  6 
in  1914.  Several  of  these,  however,  removed  to  Oklahcmia,  where  the 
number  increased  from  1  in  1909  to  12  in  1914. 
'  The  United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census,  in  a  preliminary  report, 
says  that  the  value  of  the  total  annual  production  increased  $30,- 
869,589,  or  33.5  per  cent,  during  the  five  years.  The  value  of  build- 
ing glass  produced  in  1914  shows  an  increase  of  $10,486,431,  or  39.9 
per  cent,  as  compared  with  1909;  of  pressed  and  blown  glass,  $2,731,- 
632,  or  10  per  cent;  and  of  bottles,  jars,  etc.,  $15,406,689,  or  42.8  per 
cent.  The  quantity  of  window  glass  produced  for  sale  increased 
from  346,080,550  square  feet  in  1909  to  400,998,893  square  feet  in 
1914,  or  15.9  per  cent;  of  obscured  glass,  including  cathedrnl  and  skv- 
light,  from  22,815,946  square  feet  in  1909  to  48,040,079  square  feet 
in  1914,  or  88.6  per  cent;  and  of  plate  glass,  from  47,575,944  squara 
feet  in  1909  to  60,515,008  square  feet  in  1914,  or  27.2  per  cent. 

Of  the  347  establishments  reported  for  1914,  103  mnnufactured 
building  glass,  106  pressed  and  blown  glass,  and  149  bottles  and  jai-s. 
Of  the  363  establishments  in  1909,  104  produced  building  glass,  114 
produced  pressed  and  blown  glass,  and  166  produced  bottles  and  jars. 

In  1914,  103  establishments  were  located  in  Pennsylvania,  63  in 
"West  Virginia,  41  in  Indiana,  39  in  Ohio,  21  in  New  York,  19  in  New 
Jersey,  12  in  Oklahoma,  10  in  Illinois,  7  in  Missouri,  6  each  in  Kan- 
sas and  Maryland,  4  in  Virginia,  3  in  California,  2  each  in  Louisiana, 
Massachusetts,  Michigan,  and  Texas,  and  1  each  in  Khode  Island, 
Sout^  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Washington,  and  Wisconsin. 


FIBEE-TBADE  POSSIBIUTIES  IH  HONDTTBAS. 

[Consnl  Pranda  I.  Dyer,  Ceiba.  Mar.  1.] 

There  seems  to  be  an  opportunity  to  develop  a  business  in  some 
natural  fibers  which  Honduras  proi^uces.  The  ^'  pita  grass,^*  or  silk 
^rass,  as  it  is  generally  called,  seems  to  be  the  m<^t  promising  of 
uiese.  It  ^ows  wild  and  yields  a  strong,  durable  fiber.  The  plant 

is  similar  in  appearance  to  the  century  plant.  The  natives  make 
considerable  use  of  it,  and  the  leaf  yields  a  large  proportion  of  fiber 
which  is  readily  separated  from  the  pulpy  matter  after  soaking  in 
water  for  a  day  or  two,  the  outer  covermg  then  being  scraped  off  with 
a  dull  knife. 

A  plantation  owner  at  Black  Eiver  has  agreed  to  secure  from  the 
Caribs  and  others  living  in  the  cotmtry  back  of  that  place,  which 
is  about  140  miles  to  the  eastward  of  Ceiba,  any  samples  of  the  ceiba- 
iree  cotton  that  may  be  desired.  The  natives  now  gather  what  they 
need  for  their  own  uses,  but  it  has  never  become  an  article  of  com- 
merce, even  locally. 

.  [Tbe  name  of  tjbe  plnntntion  owner  mentioned  may  be  obtained  from  tbe 
Bureau  of  Foreign  auA  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  offices.  Befer  to 
file  No.  7864a] 
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OSOWTH  IK  SIKECX  SOTTTH  AFRICAK  TBADE. 

[CoDsal  WtlllaiD  W.  Uasteraon,  DotImui,  Natal,  Jan.  22.] 

Tlie  year  1915  was  an  tmuswally  busy  one  in  the  Durban  consulate 
in  many  particulars.  With  the  practical  elimination  of  European 
supplies  for  this  market,  there  was  a  natural  turning  to  the  United 
States  for  merchandise  of  all  kinds^  and  the  consulate  files  were 
called  on  time  and  again  for  addresses  of  American  manufacturers. 
A  peculiar  feature  of  these  inquiries  was  that  no  middlemen,  manu> 
facturers'  agents,  commission  houses,  or  agencies  were  wanted,  tho 
one  desire  being  to  transact  business  with  the  manufacturer  diret^ 

This  consulate  was  instrumental  in  placing  a  number  of  orders 
for  American  goods  through  local  merchants  and  in  securing  agencies 
for  travelers  in  this  country  for  various  American  lines,  among  th(^ 
that  can  be  called  to  mind  at  this  time  being:  Kitchen  cabinets,  drug- 
gists' sundries,  glassware,  jewelry,  cooking  stoves,  linoleum,  under- 
wear, cotton  goods,  stockings,  can-making  machinety,  Tarnish,  o6fice 
furniture,  cigar  molds,  rope,  and  soap. 

Orowth  ai  Shown  iy  Gonsnlftr  Keeords. 

A  most  interesting  stud^  of  the  growth  of  business  relations  be- 
tween this  port  and  America  is  to  be  found  in  an  inspection  of  the 
number  of  invoices  issued  for  cargoes  of  goods  to  the  United  States 
and  iJie  continued  increase  in  the  nuinber  of  vessels  bound  for 
America  touching  at  Durban  en  route.  Commencing  with  the  re- 
turns for  the  year  1911  it  is  found  that  there  were  21  invoices  certified 
during  that  year;  in  1912  there  were  G7;  in  1913,  50  invoices;  in  1914, 
68  invoices;  and  in  1915  there  were  193. 

While  the  number  of  bills  of  health  issued  to  ships  bound  for 
America  does  not  show  such  a  decided  gain  during  the  past  five 
years  as  do  the  shipments  of  freight,  yet  they,  too,  indicate  a  gradual 
and  encouraging  increase.  There  were  bills  of  health  issued  to  19 
vessels  in  1911  Xound  for  American  ports,  22  in  1912,  28  in  1913, 
32  in  1914,  and  in  1915  there  were  41  issued. 

Larger  Exports  of  Wool  and  Baik, 

The  principal  inci'ease  in  freight  has  been  in  wool  and,  in  a  lesser 
degree,  in  wattle  bark.  Before  the  war  about  all  the  wool  exported 
from  this  district  went  to  Eliigland  and  the  Continent  and  the  wattle 
bark  went  entirely  to  Germany,  where  it  was  used  in  the  tanning 
industry,  but  in  the  autumn  of  1914  American  wool  buyci-s  appeared 
on  the  South  African  market  and  made  large  purchases.  The  re- 
sults of  these  and  later  purchases  is  illustrated  in  the  increased 
number  of  consular  invoices  and  the  larger  number  of  ships  for 
American  ports. 

In  order  that  it  may  be  seen  pi-eciselv  how  great  this  £^ain  has 
been  the  figures  for  wool  and  wattle  bark  shipped  to  America  dur^ 
ing  the  past  two  years  are  given:  In  1914  there  were  230  bags  of 
wattle  bark,  worth  $492,  declared  at  the  Durban  consulate  for  ship- 
ment to  the  United  States;  in  1915,  16,738  bags  of  bark,  valued  at 
$58,590,  were  declared.  In  1914  there  were  2,618  bal^  of  wool 
exported  to  America,  valued  at  $128.173— the  gi-eater  portion  of 
which,  by  the  way,  was  shipped  during  November  and  December, 
1914;  during  1915  these  exports  (otakd  25,227  balce,  valued  at 
tl^02,442.  • 
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TER&  CEVZ  BECBSS  GOVEBBIHa  UaiaiTO. 

[ConanJ  William  W.  Canada.  Ten  Cms,  Feb.  17.]  . 

Hie  Vera  Cruz  newspaper,  El  Dictamen,  publishes  a  decree  issued 
by  Geo.  C.  Aguilar,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz,  in  relation 
to  the  organization  of  labor  unions.  The  decree  states  that  no  law 
up  to  the  present  time  has  imparted  proper  protection  to  working- 
men's  societies;  that  every  convention  of  two  or  more  persons  who 
may,  either  In  a  permanent  or  temporary  manner,  unite  their  knowl- 
edge or  active  efforts  to  an  end  distinct  from  that  of  apportioning 
profits  shall  be  called  a  professional  association;  that  professioniLL 
associations  of  people  exercising  the  same  profession,  similar  em- 

Eloyment,  or  connected  professions,  that  meet  together  for  the  estab* 
shing  of  certain  ends  and  products  may  be  freely  constituted. 
Such  an  association,  it  is  decreed,  shall  be  called  a  trade  union 
when  it  has  for  its  object  the  assisting  of  its  members  to  become 
more  skillful  and  efficient  workmen,  the  development  of  their  intel- 
lectuality, the  upbuilding  of  their  character,  the  regulation  of  their 
wa^es  and  the  hours  and  condition  of  their  work,  the  protection  of 
their  individual  rights  in  the  exercise  of  their  profession,  and  the 
accumulation  of  funds  for  all  ends  that  the  poor  classes  may  pui-sue 
for  their  mutual  protection  and  assistance. 

Provision  is  made  for  registration,  formation  of  federations,  as- 
sistance to  the  unemployed,  courses  of  study,  and  certain  require- 
ments, the  chief  of  which  are  that  employers  must  treat  with  the 
representatives  of  the  unions  or  associations,  that  membership  in 
the  organizations  can  not  be  denied  to  individuals  except  for  just- 
fiable  causes,  and  that  unions  shall  give  attention  to  all  complaints 
formulated  by  workingmen,  whether  union  men  or  not. 

AMEBICAH  CONSUL&&  OPFICEBS  OK  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizaticais  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Nama. 

Post. 

Knpira- 
tian  of 
veoue. 

Addnas. 

TaltaoVn,  Taiwan 

Apr.  1 
Apr.  4 

Apr.  2S 

197S  West  Snh  Strwt,  Clevaland,  Ohio. 
C«ntur7  Club,  7  West  43d  Strest,  New 

York  aty, 
(«) 

Bndlay,  WlUkm  narrboa. . . 

Toguclsalpa,  HoQduraa 

*  The  Itinerary  of  Consul  Lavton  la  substantlallr  as  follows :  San  Francisco,  Uar.  4  to  0 ; 
I<08  Anseles.  Mar.  fl  to  16 ;  Cbattanooga.  Mar.  22  to  27 ;  Cincinnati,  Har.  29  to  Apr.  10; 
Washington,  Apr.  17  to  20.   

District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestio  Commerce. 

Hew  York,  Eoom  409  (Tnited  States  Customhouse;  Boston,  elg:tateentli  floor 
tXnited  States  Cnttomhonse;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  402  Third 
Hational  Bank  Bnllding;  Atlanta,  021  Post  Office  Building;  Kew  Orleani,  1020 
Hlbemla  Bank  Building;  San  Trancisoo.  306  Vnitad  States  Cnstomhonse;  Seattle, 
OSS  Alaska  Bnllding.  CooperatlTe  district  oiSoes:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
nerce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  Vew  Orleaai  A  Texas 
VaoMlo  By.  Co.,  OlnolBaatl;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerm;  Detroit,  Board 
of  OemmexM;  PUlaielphto,  Chamber  of  Oommexw;  Soatk  iawirloaa  Acea^ 
•ottthora  B7.  Cfc,  OhattaBoof  a^  Teaa. 
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IIKES  OF  OPTICAL  OOOSS  IN  SFAKISH  TBABB. 

[Conial  General  Cari  Balle;  Harst,  Barcelona.  F«b.  11.] 

Nickeled  optical  goods,  owing  to  their  low  price,  are  much  used  ia 
Barcelona  and  other  parts  of  Spain,  and  the  gold-filled  are  also  in 
use.  During  the  summer,  sun  glasses  with  yellow  or  green  lenses  are 
fiold  largely  for  country  wear.  Of  gold  eyeglasses,  those  with  frames 
of  14  and  18  karats  are  most  in  demand,  although  those  of  10-karat 
gold  are  also  on  sale. 

Previous  to  the  war,  nickeled  and  gold-filled  eyeglass  frames  were 
imported  to  some  extent  from  Germany,  and  the  lenses  from  France, 
but  for  some  years  American  firms  have  largely  supplied  the  market 
for  optical  goods  in  Spain.  As  a  whole  the  Spanish  market  is  less 
extensive,  relatively  speaking,  than  that  of  Uie  United  States,  for 
glasses  are  not  so  frequently  used  here. 

Excellent  Kaiket  for  Inexpensive  Jewelry. 

In  addition  to  the  market  for  American  optical  goods,  Spain  ap- 
pears to  offer  excellent  opportunities  for  the  sale  of  gold-filled,  inex- 
pensive jewelry,  which  was  formerly  supplied  chiefly  by  Germany 
and  France. 

Other  similar  goods  for  which  Spain  has  now  urgent  need  are  cel- 
luloid, especially  in  sheets;  but  imitation  tortoise-shell  optical  goods 
find  little  or  no  sale  here.  Dyes  for  the  textile  and  leather  industries 
are  likewise  needed. 

The  passenger  steamship  companies,  with  sailings  between  New 
York  and  Barcelona,  arc  the  Compafiia  Trasatlantica  (Spanish  Mail 
Line),  of  which  a  steamer  leaves  New  York  from  Pier  8,  East  River, 
about  the  5th  or  6th  of  every  month,  and  the  Fnbre  Line,  of  whicii 
there  is  no  regidar  fixed  sailing  for  Barcelona. 

Spanlili  Bnty  on  Eyeglau  Vrunei. 

The  Spanish  duty  on  eyeglass  frames  is  levied  in  accordant;  with 
the  following  paragraphs  of  the  customs  tariff ; 

Par.  50.  Gold  nnd  platinum  jewelry,  with  or  witliout  pearls  or  stones,  and 
the  Bame  precious  stones,  pearls,  and  seed  pearls,  loose  or  unmounted,  25 
pesetas  per  liectosmm,  net  weight  {$4-r>0  per  3  53  ounces). 

Duty  on  articles  the  product  and  origin  of  the  countries  designated  In  Groups 
X  and  II  (the  United  States  is  In  Group  II)  so  long  as  the  treaty  with  Swltzec^ 
land  remains  In  force,  15  pesetas  ($2.70)  per  hectogram,  net  weight 

Par.  51.  Silver  Je^^'elry,  with  or  without,  pearls  or  stones,  9  pesetas  ($0^90) 
per  hectogroni,  not  weight. 

Par.  53.  Articles  of  connnon  metals,  gilt  or  slivered,  or  with  Incrustations  of 
gold  or  silver  not  expressly  Included  In  other  numbers  of  the  tflrlff,  6  pesetas 
Iier  kilo,  net  weight  (^:0.9l)  iier  2  2040  pomids). 

Par.  40.  Glass  and  crystal  statuettes,  vases,  flower  vases,  and  similar  orna- 
ments, and  spectacle,  watdi,  and  optical-Instrument  glasses,  2  pesetas  ($0.36) 
per  klto,  net  weight 

When  eyeglasses  are  not  ornamented  with  gold,  silver,  and  platinum  they  pay 
according  to  paragraph  40.  If  eyeglasses  are  mounted  tb^  pay  the  dnty  ac- 
cording to  the  corresponding  paragraph.  Gk)ld-filled  eyeglasses  pay  according 
to  paragrapli  53. 

It  is  naturally  much  cheaper  to  import  the  eyeglass  frames,  when 
these  are  of  gold,  silver,  or  platinum,  or  are  ornamented  with  one  of 
the  foregoing  metals  separately  from  the  lenses;  for  otherwise  the 
duty  is  computed  upon  the  gold  or  other  m6tal.  The  lenses  are  some- 
times sold  to  local  dealers  tUready  edged;  yet  a  few  of  these  have  tiie 
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necessary  machinery  for  joining  the  lenses.  The  retail  prices  of  eye- 
glasses vary  greatly. 
Seqnirements  as  to  Fersonftl  Baggage. 

It  is  permitted  to  persons  entering  Spain  to  bring  with  them  as 
personal  baggage  only  small  lots  of  merchandise.  The  customhouse 
oflScers  consulted  affirm  that  it  is  preferable  for  a  passenger  arriving 
here  to  declare  on  the  ship's  manifest  all  the  merchandise  he  brings 
with  him.  A  traveling  salesman  coming  into  Spain  is  entitled  to 
obtain  a  bond  which  insures  him,  upon  his  departure  from  Spain, 
the  recovery  of  the  duty  for  that  part  of  his  goods  which  he  has  not 
Sold.  This  condition  refers  only  to  samples,  and  can  not  be  under- 
stood to  include  dozens  of  articles  of  identical  quality.  Hence  the 
customhouse  officers  recommend  that  in  case  it  is  desired  to  bring  into 
Spain  an  assortment  of  goods  to  be  sold  here  they  should  be  packed 
in  separate  boxes  from  the  samples.  In  order  to  be  entitled  to  the 
benefits  provided,  a  salesman  should  have  a  letter  from  the  house  he 
i^epresents,  visaed  by  the  Spanish  consul  at  the  nearest  port. 

SUGCESSFITL  ?OBTO  BICAN  TOCTBIST  SEASON. 

[Harwood  Hull,  correspondent,  San  Juan,  Mar.  8.] 

Porto  Rico  is  in  the  midst  of  its  most  prosperous  tourist  season, 
more  travelers  having  visited  the  island  this  winter  than  ever  before. 
Doubtless,  the  war  is  responsible  for  many  persons  coming  to  the 
Tropics  who  previously  went  to  Europe,  but  the  steamship  lines  are 
also  paying  more  attention  to  the  tourist  traffic  and,  through  adver- 
tising, nave  had  a  most  successful  season.  On  one  sailing  of  the  Porto 
Kico  Line  there  were  more  than  200  passengers,  a  greater  number 
than  had  ever  before  been  brought  to  the  island  on  an  American  ship. 
The  season  opened  in  December  and  will  last  until  May. 

As  a  result  of  the  arrival  of  so  many  visitors  to  the  island,  efforts 
have  been  renewed  to  interest  capital  in  the  building  of  an  adequate 
tourist  hotel  in  San  Juan  and  possibly  hotels  at  other  important 
points.  The  Insular  Legislature  has  set  aside  a  suitable  tract  of  land 
and  appropriated  $200,000  with  which  to  purchase  bonds  of  a  hotel 
company  in  the  event  suitable  arrangement  can  be  made. 

FBODUCnON  Of  &AFFIA  WAX  IN  UASAOASCAR. 

[Consul  James  O.  Carter,  Tamatare,  Jan.  10.] 

Itaffia  wax  has  never  been  produced  and  exported  in  Madagascar 
in  any  lar^  quantities,  and  at  present  it  is  not  possible  to  find  any  of 
this  material  in  this  section  of  the  island,  nor  any  exporter  who 
might  be  interested  in  orders  for  same. 

This  wax  is  made  from  a  dust  beaten  from  the  leaves  of  the  raffia 
palm,  and  afterwards  boiled  to  a  creamy  subsistency  which,  when 
allowed  to  cool,  becomes  hard  and  somewhat  brittle.  This  practicia 
of  making  the  wax  was  first  begun  on  the  northwest  coast,  near 
Af  ajunga ;  but  the  industry  never  reached  more  than  the  experimental 
stage,  as  far  as  shipments  are  concerned. 

It  is  estimated  by  the  Tamatave  exporters  that  were  there  a  large 
and  steady  demand  for  this  wax  the  cost  price  at  Tamatave  would 
have  to  foe  at  least  8  to  3.60  francs  per  kilo  ($0,263  to  $0,307  per 
pound). 
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FOEEiaK  XBASE  OFFOBTUHITIES. 

Rmervcd  adilreRRee  mav  be  ohtnlned  from  the  Bnrran  and  Its  diatrlet  oSees.  Re^ixieat 
for- each  ojtporl  unity  ebould  be  on  a  separate  cbeet  and  tbe  1U«  uomber  given. 

Machinery,  etc.,  No.  20465. — The  coinmerrlal  attache  of  the  Department  of  Com-' 
merce  in  Chile  reports  that  a  man  In  that  country  desires  to  be  placed  in 
touch  with  Amencan  manufacturers  of  hairpin  machinery  aud  wire  used  Id 
making  hairpins.  It  Is  stated  that  he  has  already  secured  a  market  for 
100,00(^  gross  hairpins  per  month,  and  that  cash  will  be  paid  for  the 
machinery.  Reference  is  given.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English,  but  la 
preferred  In  Spanish.  Complete  Information  should  be  sent  with  first  letter. 

Cotton  goods,  Itoaiery,  etc..  No.  20466. — The  commercial  attach^  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce  In  Paris  reports  that  a  Ann  in  that  country  desires  to 
establish  coKimercinl  relations  with  American  manufacturers  of  hosiery  for 
women  nml  chiklron ;  dress  goods ;  and  fancy  lines  In  cotton,  cotton  and 
artificial  silk,  and  lisle  thread.  Ueferences  are  ^Tcn.  These  eooda  are 
desireti  for  France  and  the  South  American  trade. 

Pianos,  coil  fee  lion  cry,  toyst,  etc..  No.  20467. — A  firm  In  the  United  States  writes 
that  Its  correspondent  In  Colombia  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  price 
lists  from  AmericiHi  nmnufncturers  of  pianos,  ooofectlonery,  ^aasware,  tog% 
drugs,  luul  cheap  porcelain  ware. 

Machinery,  No.  204IJ8. — A  firm  in  Canada  writes  that  it  desires  to  establish  com- 
mercial rehitloiis  with  American  manufacturers  of  machinery  for  uiaklng 
poultry  leg  hands. 

Agricultural  and  mining  :nacfiincry,  No.  204C9. — The  commercial  attach^  of  the 
Department  of  Commerce  in  I^jndon  reports  that  a  man  In  England  derfres 
to  reprcRt^nt  American  manufacturers  of  agricultural  and  mining  machine? 
IQ  Souiii  Africa. 

Coat,  No.  20470.— An  American  consular  oflicer  In  Spain  i-eiMrts  Uiat  o  firm  In 
his  district  desires  to  import  coal.  Ooirespondence  should  be  In  Spanish. 
liCfereiKcs  are  given. 

Tobacco,  ^o.  20471.~An  American  consular  officer  In  Denmark  writes  that  a 
firm  in  his  district  desires  to  represent  Am«:lc&n  exportos  of  raw  and  manu- 
factured tobacco. 

Shoes,  No,  ^72, — A  flm>  in  India  Infcvms  an  Am^can  consular  officer  that 
it  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of  shoes  for 
women  and  children. 

Imitation  leather.  No.  20473.— A  man  In  the  United  States  writes  that  bis  aseat 
In  Sweden  de-slres  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  imitation  leather 
suitable  for  furnltui-e,  automobile,  and  carriage  trades. 

Vnderwear,  drugs,  and  chemicalt,  etc..  No.  20474. — ^The  commercinl  attach^  of 
the  department  in  Peru  reports  that  a  firm  In  that  country  desires  to  Im- 
port plmrmnceutlcal  products,  manicuring  articles,  stxmges,  optical  goods, 
photographic  supplies,  etc. ;  nnd  men's  bleached  undershirts,  with  long  and 
short  sleeves,  In  gray  or  white,  in  prices  ranging  from  $2.25  to  $4.50  per 
dozen,  sizes  28,  30,  and  32,  packed  30  dozen  In  a  case.  Corre^ndence  may 
be  In  English. 

Cotton  rags.  No.  20475. — An  American  consular  omcer  In  England  reports  that  a 
Ann  In  his  district  deRires  to  iwelve  quotations,  c.  1.  f.  British  ports,  from 
American  exporters  of  soiled  white  and  colored  cotton  rags  In  from  10  to  20 
ton  lots.  Iteferencc  is  given. 

Soda  fountttina  and  tirups,  flavors,  etc..  No.  20476.— A  man  In  India  laforms  an 
American  consular  otlicer  tlint  he  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  American 
manufacturei'S  of  soda  fountains  and  essences. 

Yachting  and  regatta  specialties.  No.  20477. — A  boating  nnd  athletic  club  In  Spain 
informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  It  desires  to  purchase  nil  kinds  of 
specialties  for  boating  and  water  sports,  such  as  racing  rowboats,  etc  Hef- 
erence  is  given.  Oirresiwoilence  nniy  be  In  English. 

JUread-niahing  apparatus,  and  flour.  No.  20478. — An  American  consulor  otTicer  In 
East  Africa  reports  that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues 
and  price  lists  from  Amerlmn  mannfnctnrei-s  of  liread-mnking  apparatus, 
and  flour.  He  also  desires  to  receive  Journals  giving  various  recipes  tor 
making  bread  and  biscuits.  Corresixnideuce  may  be  In  English. 

WAsaiKOTox :  soraBKMaKX  pbimtiho  otn<s :  itu 
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SAV£  TOITB  FAFEB  MATEKTAT.. 

-  The  Secreta^  of  Commerce  is  sending  to  about  4,000  commercial 
organizations  a  letter  inviting  their  cooperation  in  efforts  to  relieve 
the  present  serious  shortage  of  paper  material.  The  letter  states: 

It  Is  believ«l  that  the  chambers  of  commerce  and  boards  of  trade  in  every 
city  cnn  render  a  siprnal  aervtoe  to  nil  the  i)eople  of  the  country  as  well  as  the 
paper  fn<lu»try  by  urging  Individuals  and  Arms  la  their  rei^)ectlve  districts  to 
save  refuse  rags  and  papers. 

This  department  Is  In  a  position  to  furnish  Inquirers  with  the  names  of  lead- 
ing wholesalers  of  pai)er  stock.  It  Is  not,  howe^'er,  In  poaseaedoD  of  the  names 
of  smaller  local  firms  which  ass^ble  rags  ami  paper  and  sell  them  In  minor 
QuantltieB.  Inquirers  from  your  locality  for  such  names  will  be  asked  to  com- 
municate with  your  organization. 

Will  yoii,  therefore,  have  on  file  in  your  association  a  list  of  local  dealers  In 
paper  stock  which  may  be  furnished  to  Inquirers? 

The  Post  Office  Department  Is  cooperating  with  the  D^rtment  of  Commerce 
In  arouslnc  the  nubile  to  the  nee<lB  of  the  sUuatltm  by  having  posted  In  each 
office  a  statement  setting  forth  the  present  conditions.  One  million  copies  of  the 
following  statement  will  he  distributed  through  various  channels,  and  eapedally 
with  tbe  asslstflDce  of  the  commercial  organlzatlona. 

SHORTAQB  OF  PAPER  MATERIAT^SAVE  TOUR  WASTE  PAPER  AND 

RAGS. 

The  attention  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  Is  called,  by  the  president  of 
a  large  paper  manufacturing  company,  to  the  fact  that  there  Is  a  serious  short- 
age of  raw  material  for  the  manufacture  of  paper,  Including  rags  and  old  papers. 
He  urges  that  the  department  should  make  It  known  that  the  collecting  and 
saving  of  rags  and  old  papers  would  greatly  better  existing  conditions  for 
American  manufaottirers. 

Something  like  15,000  tons  of  different  kinds  of  paper  and  paper  board  are 
mnnufacturetl  every  day  In  the  United  States  and  a  large  proportion  of  this, 
after  It  has  served  Us  purpose,  could  be  use<I  over  again  In  some  class  of  paper. 
A  large  pnrt  of  It,  however,  is  either  burned  or  otherwise  wasteil.  This,  of 
coarse,  has  to  be  replaced  by  new  materials.  In  the  early  history  of  the  paper 
industry  publicity  was  given  to  the  Importance  of  saving  rags.  It  Is  of  scarcely 
less  Importance  now.  Tlie  Department  of  Commerce  is  glad  to  bring  this 
matter  to  the  attention  of  the  puhlic  In  the  hope  that  practical  results  may  flow 
from  It.  A  little  attention  to  the  saving  of  rags  and  old  papers  will  mean 
sam*-»  1041 
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genuine  relief  to  onr  paper  Industry  and  a  diminishing  drain  upon  oar  sonrces 
of  svipply  for  new  mnterlnls. 

A  list  of  dealers  in  paper  stock  can  be  obtained  from  tbe  local  chamber  of 
commerce  or  board  of  trade. 

William  C.  Redfteu), 


IMPOBTATIOK  OF  BOOKS  INTO  imiTED  dNODOK 

(Telegnm  from  CodbuI  Genera)  Skinner.  London,  Uar.  14.] 

I  am  officially  informed  that  books,  bound  and  unbound,  including 

printed  sheets  intended  to  be  bound,  are  exempt  from  the  proclama- 
tion regarding  restrictions  on  paper  imports. 

[The  prohibition  referral  to  above  (published  In  CoituiscE  Repobts  for  F^lk. 
1T>  covers  "  paper  nml  cnnlbonnl  •  •  •  and  mannfuctures  of  paper  and 
cnrdbonrd ;  all  perlotlicn)  pnhlU-ntlons  exoeefllng  16  pages  In  length,  imported 
otherwise  than  in  single  copies  through  the  post."] 


8TEAH  LAirHBBT  F03SIBIIITIES  IH  ABOEBTnTA. 

{Vice  Consul  John  8.  Catrert,  Baenos  Aires.  Feb.  4.) 

It  is  believed  that  a  steam  laundry  which  would  undertake  to  do 
family  piecework  on  a  large  scale  would  find  plenty  of  opportunity 
for  work  in  Buenos  Aires.  Labor  is  not  difficult  to  secure.  How- 
ever, a  knowledge  of  the  Spanish  language  is  necessary  in  any  field 
of  endeavor  in  Argentina.  Living  here  is  probably  higher  than  in 
any  large  city  in  the  United  States,  and  salaries  are  generally  lower. 

At  the  close  of  1013.  sccording  to  an  industrial  census,  there  were 
13  steam  laundries  in  this  city,  capitalized  at  $588,915  United  States 
currency.  Employment  was  given  to  an  average  number  of  442 
employes,  and  the  average  daily  wage  paid  was  $2.60  Ar^ntine  paper 
currency  ($1.10  United  Stat^  currency).  Besides  this  there  were 
registered  60  hand  laundries  working  with  a  combined  capital  of 
$1(^2,700  United  States  currency.  EHnployment  was  given  to  390 
persons,  earning  an  average  daily  wage  of  $2.23  Argentine  paper 
($0.95  United  Stntes  currency). 

Very  little  family  piecework  is  done  by  the  steam  laundries,  as 
this  class  of  work  is  largely  handled  by  the  many  small  hand  laun* 
dries  and  by  laundresses  who  go  from  house  to  house.  The  prices 
charged  by  hand  laundries  are  somewhat  less  than  those  charged  by 
steam  laundries. 

The  population  of  Bnenos  Aires  is  estimated  at  1,500.000.  The 
Italians  and  Spaniards  are  in  a  majority  among  the  foreigners  resi- 
dent here. 

Spring  Work  of  the  Bnrean  of  Fisheries. 

Two  temporary  shad-hatchingstations  which  have  been  established 
by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries  at  Branchville  and  Jacloon- 
boro,  on  the  Edisto  River,  in  South  Carolina,  are  nearly  ready  for 
operation.  These  field  stations,  which  are  of  an  experimental  ctuirac* 
ter,  will  be  auxiliary  to  the  Orangeburg  hatchery. 

The  bureau  has  also  made  arrangements  to  take  up  the  regular 
spring  work  with  the  steelhead  salmon  on  Applegate  Creek,  in  south- 
western Oregon.  The  number  of  spawning  n^  ascending  this  stream 
is  daily  increasing.  The  partially  ripe  fi^  captured  wul  be  held  ia 
^he  station  ponds  until  Uieir  eggs  ore  fully  matured. 
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HER'S  STEAW  HATS  FOE  ATTSTBAUA. 

[Commercial  Attach^  William  C.  Downs,  Uelboume,  Feb.  14.1 

The  sale  of  straw  hats  in  Australia  is  large  in  proportion  to 
the  populati<Hi,  as  the  climate  is  so  mild  in  mcst  of  the  Common- 
'wealth  that  Uiey  can  be  worn  practically  the  year  rowid.  It  is  im- 
possible to  state  the  exact  value  of  the  imports  of  men'a  straw  hats, 
as  in  the  official  statistics  the  figui-es  are  grouped  under  the  general 
heading  of  "  Hats  and  bonnets  of  all  descriptions,  not  including  felt 
and  cloth  hats  and  caps.'*  For  the  calendar  year  1913  the  amount 
thus  stated  was  about  $1,177,000,  of  which  $790,000  was  from  Eng- 
land, $80,000  from  Japan,  $80,000  from  Italy,  and  $60,000  from 
Colombia.  The  United  States  sent  only  about  $7,000  worth.  The 
local  manufacturing  of  straw  hats  is  also  well  developed,  the  output 
greatly  exceedingtne  value  of  the  imports.  No  accurate  statistics 
are  obtainable.  The  home  industry  is  protected  by  duties  of  35  per 
cent  ad  valorem  on  goods  imported  from  the  United  Kingdom  and 
of  40  per  cent  on  goods  from  other  comitrieB. 
Styles  of  Hats  In  Demand. 

Aside  from  Panamas  and  imitation  Panamas  practically  only  one 
style  of  men's  straw  hats  is  sold  in  Australia,  which  is  laiown  locally 
as  a  "  boater."  Tliis  is  the  familiar  sailor  hat  with  a  low  crown  and 
flat  rim.  The  extreme  styles  whicli  are  produced  every  year  by 
American  manufacturers  as  novelties  will  not  be  accepted  by  the 
Austrahan  buyer.  Tlie  English  makers  have  recognized  this  con- 
servative attitude  and  take  advantage  of  the  difference  in  the  seasons 
to  offer  this  standard  style  to  Austi-alia  at  exceptionally  low  prices 
at  a  time  when  home  trade  is  at  a  standstill.  From  interviews  with 
leading  hat  importers  it  would  appear  that  it  is  useless  for  American 
xnanuiacturers  to  try  to  make  a  market  for  their  special  styles,  and 
that  the  regular  "boater"  or  "sailor"  hat  if  offered  at  catalogue 
prices  results  too  dear  as  compared  with  the  English  make. 

It  is  suggested  that  American  straw  hat  manufacturers  who  wish 
to  market  uieir  product  in  Australia  place  in  the  hands  of  reliable 
a^nts  samples  of  standard  qualities  of  sailor  hats  that  can  be  fur-, 
ni^ed  year  after  year  without  change,  and  quote  off-season  prices 
or  the  prices  at  which  surplus  production  can  be  disposed.  It  snould 
be  borne  in  mind  that  the  fall  in  the  United  States,  when  manu- 
facturers may  have  an  unsold  balance  on  their  hands,  is  the  spring 
in  Australia,  when  buyers  place  their  orders  for  the  summer. 


BIBECTION  FINBEB  AX  CAFE  COS  RADIO  STATION. 

The  commandant  of  the  United  States  nav^  L^^i  Boston,  Mass., 
has  given  notice  of  the  installation  of  a  Bellini  Tosi  direction  finder 
at  the  United  States  naval  radio  station,  North  Truro,  Ma^.,  along- 
side Cape  Cod  Lighthouse.  The  purpose  of  the  finder  is  to  ascertain 
by  radio  the  true  bearing  of  a  ship  from  the  station,  as  well  as  the 
direction  of  the  station  ^om  the  ship.  The  apparatus  is  still  in  the 
experimental  stage,  and  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Lighthouses,  in 
its  announcement^  states  that  too  much  confidence  must  not  be  placed 
IB  the  bearings  given.  Tests  to  date  show  bearings  to  be  correct  to 
within  2**. 
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FOKEZON  TABIFFS. 

Sonnty  oa  Iron. 

The  Australian  Iron  Bounty  Act,  1915,  assented  to  November  15, 
1915,  provides  that  no  bounty  shall  be  payable  thereunder  on  pig 
iron  manufactured  for  other  than  foundry  purposes  and  fixes  at 
£00,000  the  maximum  amount  which  may  be  expended  in  bounties 
prior  to  December  31,  1916.  The  maximum  sum  payable  mider  the 
act  of  1914  was  £30.000. 

[For  provisions  of  the  iron  bounty  regulations  of  1915,  see  Forei^ 
Tariff  Notes,  No.  18,  p.  IC] 

SOHINIGAJr  AEriTBXJC. 
,  [Robert  K.  Wllllanu,  former  Tice  consul,  Baoto  Dominso.  Jan,  26.] 
"  To-order  "  SUpmenti. 

While  "  to-order  "  shipments  are  not  specifically  prohibited  by  the 
customs  regulations  of  the  Dominican  Republic,  such  procedure  is 
effectively  prevented  because  of  the  provision  in  force  in  that  cowitiy 
permitting  the  clearance  of  imports  without  the  presentation  of 
a  bill  of  fading.  A  consignee  in  the  Dominican  Republic  may  ob- 
tain possession  of  imported  goods  merely  b^  presentmjg  at  the  cus- 
tomhouse a  consular  invoice  and  paying  the  import  duties.  In  order 
that  the  shipper  may  be  protected,  it  is  a  common  practice  to  con- 
sign shipments  to  banks  or  to  shippers'  agents  in  tnat  country,  so 
that  the  shipping  documents  are  not  turned  over  to  the  ultimate  con- 
siniee  until  his  acceptance  of  the  draft. 

In  view  of  the  Dominican  provision  permitting  the  consi^ee  to 
claim  goods  upon  presentation  of  the  consular  invoice,  it  is  impor- 
tant that  no  cop}[  of  the  invoice  be  sent  direct  to  the  person  for  whom 
the  goods  are  ultimately  intended  when  the  above  method  is  followed. 

BGTPT. 
[Joamal  OOdel,  Nor.  11.1 

Drawbaok  on  Tobaooo. 

The  drawback  on  tobacco  exported  from  Egypt  in  the  form  of 
cigarettes  has  been  increased  from  £E  0.125  to  £E  0.150  per  kilo,  by 
b  decree  of  the  Khedive  of  Egypt  dated  November  8,  1915.  The  in- 
crease in  drawback  has  been  allowed  in  view  of  the  increase  in  the 
rates  of  import  duty  on  tobacco  provided  for  by  the  decree  of  Augast 
SO,  1915.  (See' Commerce  Reports  for  Oct.  15,  1915.)  [Egyp- 
tian pound,  $1,943;  kilo,  2.2046  pounds.] 

OUATEXAIA. 

[Consul  Staart  Lapton,  GvateouU  Cltj,  Jan.  24.] 

Prevention  of  Adulteration  of  Coffee. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  adulteration  of  coffee  produced  in  Guate- 
mala and  exported  from  that  country,  tlxe  President  of  Guatemala, 
by  a  decree  of  January  15,  191C,  provided  that  special  stamps  must 
be  affixed  to  all  containers  of  coffee  under  the  direct  supervision  of 
the  customs  officials.  Such  stamps  are  to  be  attached  to  boxes  and 
sacks  so  that  the  latter  can  not  be  opened  without  displacing  them, 
and  all  exporters  will  be  required  to  prove  that  the  stamps  'or  bands' 
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sppplied  them  by  the  customs  authorities  have  been  utilized.  Fac- 
similes of  the  stamps,  when  printed,  are  to  be  furnished  Guatemalan 
representatives  abroad,  and  such  officials  in  foreign  ports  through 
'Which  Guatemalan  cotfee  is  imported  must  see  that  the  stamps  are 
rendered  unfit  for  further  use. 

The  decree  does  not  specify  the  fees  to  be  charged  for  such  stamps 
and  bands,  but  it  is  reported  that  they  will  amoimt  to  about  $0.17 
per  100  pounds  of  coffee  exported. 

niCABAGVA. 

[GaeeU  Ofldal,  Oct  27.] 
ClaBilfloatlon  of  Perforated  Bolls. 

A  Nicaraguan  customs  decision  of  July  1,  1915,  classifies  musio 
rolls  for  player  pianos  under  lariff  No.  I0O8,  the  number  applicable 
to  parts  ot  pianos,  which  ate  dutiable  at  0.30  peso  per  kilo  ^^.10  per 
lOU  pounds). 

[Boletln  de  las  Aduaoaa,  Oct.  30.] 
Cvstonu  Treatment  of  lard  with  Cottonseed  Oil. 

According  to  a  presidential  decree  of  Peru,  dated  October  14, 1015, 
the  p retell ee  of  cottonseed  oil  in  a  proportion  not  exceeding  1  pei*  cent 
in  pure  hog  lard  will  be  permitted,  and  the  lines  imposed  uurmg  1D15 
on  account  of  alleged  aaultei-ation  of  pure  lard  by  means  of  such  an 
aumixture  of  ccttuuseed  oil  are  to  be  canceled. 

[A  distinction  is  made  in  the  I'eruviau  customs  tari£t  between  pure 
lard  and  lard  substitutes,  the  latter  being  dutiable  at  a  much  higuer 
rate,   (toee  J^oreign  Taritf  Notes  No.  2,  pp.  47-^8.)] 

SALVASOB. 

£DIarto  Oficial,  Jan.  7.] 

Vree  Admission  of  Lumber. 

According  to  a  Salvadorian  decree  of  Januaiy  6,  1916,  the  lumber 
entitled  to  fiee  admission  into  Salvador  under  tlie  decree  of  De- 
cember 14,  1915  (see  CoukiEitcE  Rei-orts  for  Jan.  7,  191G),  is 
limited  to  that  specified  in  Na  82  of  the  customs  tariff.  [Tariff  No. 
82  specihes  the  tullowujg  products:  l^auks  and  other  pieces  of  wood, 
rough,  planed,  dove-tai^,  or  grooved.] 

[Diorlo  Oa«lal,  Una.  10.} 

Admission  of  Flonr  and  Lard  Without  Certificates. 

By  decrees  of  August  16  and  September  18,  1915,  it  was  provided 
that  flour  and  lard  imported  into  balvador  miiyt  be  accompanied  by 
certificates  of  purity  vised  by  the  pure-food  authorities  of  the  coun- 
try of  origin,  and  the  Hiilvadorian  consiUs  abroad  were  directed  not 
to  legalize  invoices  for  shipments  of  these  products  unless  such  cer- 
tificate was  presented  with  the  shipping  documents!.  It  is  provided, 
however,  by  a  decree  of  January  10,  lOlG,  tliat  the  entry  of  such 
^ipments  may  be  permitted  under  cei'taiu  conditions,  when  certifi- 
cates of  pui-ity  are  not  pi-o[>6i-Iy  made  out  or  when  no  certificates  are 
furnished.  In  such  cases,  samples  must  be  submitted  to  the  Sutierior 
Sanitary  Council  (Consejo  Superior  de  Salubridad)  and  upon  the 
issuance  by  this  body  of  a  guarantee  as  to  quality  the  products  will 
he  admitted  without  further  delay,  but  will  be  subject  to  a  suilax 
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of  20  per  cent  of  the  import  duties.  The  charges  for  analyas  an 
also  to  be  borne  by  the  interested  parties. 

[For  previous  notices  on  this  subject,  see  Commerce  Beports  for 
Oct.  21, 1915,  and  Foreign  Tariff  Notes,  No.  18,  p.  26.] 

[OlArio  OBdal,  Jan.  12.1 

Bxenptton  of  Benzltte. 

Benzine  for  use  as  fuel,  when  imported  in  quantities  of  not  less  than 

50  gallons,  is  to  be  exempt  from  duty  upon  importation  into  Sal- 
vador, according  to  a  decree  of  January  12,  1916.  Benzine  for  fuel, 
which  is  not  specified  in  the  new  customs  tariff  of  Salvador,  is  assimi- 
lated by  this  decree  to  crude  petroleum  and  gasoline  (tariff  Na  lfi6). 

llfinm  Oflelal.  Jon.  IB.] 

Bednctlon  on  Dry  Batteries. 

By  a  Salvadorian  decree  of  January  15,  1916,  electric  batteries  of 
all  Kinds  are  classified  under  No.  425  of  the  customs  tariff  and  mnde- 
dutiable  at  $0.02  per  kilo.  Dry  batteries  were  formerly  specified 
under  tariff  No.  325  and  were  subject  to  a  duty  of  $0.30  per  kilo. 

WASTES  FOSTAOE  ON  FOBTO  BICAH  KAIL. 

[HarwoQd  Hull.  cotTMpondent,  Ban  Joao,  Btsr.  8.) 

'  Although  Porto  Rico  has  been  American  territorr  since  189B  and 
during  that  time  has  enjoyed  domestic  postal  rates,  tnis  fact  does  not 
seem  to  be  known  even  yet  to  many  representative  American  busi- 
ness houses,  who  continue  to  put  5  cents  pK)Stage  on  ordinary  business 
letters.  The  local  postal  authorities  (all  of  whom  are  emploveea 
of  the  United  States  Post  Office  Department)  inform  me  that  tfiere 
is  still  a  surprising  lot  of  letter  mail  from  the  United  States  which 
carries  6-cent  stamps.  They  tell  me  that  large  corporations,  many 
of  them  in  New  York  and  others  scattered  throughout  the  United 
States,  annually  waste  important  sums  in  excess  postage  on  their 
Porto  Rican  mail. 

Another  point  on  which  many  business  houses  seem  to  be  unin- 
formed  is  the  fact  that  Porto  Rico,  being  United  States  territory, 
does  not  have  any  American  ccmsuls.  Every  mail  from  the  United 
States  brings  letters  addressed  to  the  American  Consul  or  the 
American  Consulate,  Porto  Rico. 


NEW  SIEAUSHIF  LINE  FOB  SOUTHEASTEBN  AT  AinrA 

[Vice  Consnl  Irving  V.  Uanell.  Prince  Boiwrt,  Brltlih  Colombia.  Uw.  4.] 

The  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Steamship  Co.  has  announced  that  it 
will  operate  its  steamships  from  Prince  Rupert,  British  Columbia, 
to  Ketchikan,  Wrangell,  Juneau,  and  Skagway,  Alaska,  the  coming 
summer. 

Beginning  on  March  30,  the  steamship  Prince  John  will  leave 
Prince  Rupert  on  Thursday  of  each  week  for  these  Alaskan  ports, 
arriving  back  at  Prince  Rupert  on  the  following  Tuesday.  Later,  it 
the  business  warrants  it,  other  of  the  company's  vessels  will  be  placed 
on  this  run. 

A  through  service  from  eastern  Canada  and  the  United  States  to 
southeastern  Alaska  via  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Railway  and 
'iteamships  is  thus  inaugurated. 
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HEW  UW  TO  EHCOUBAOE  HONDTTBAS  KHmia. 

I  American  Ulnlster  Jolin  EvIds.  Tegucigalpa,  Feb.  23.} 

A  new  mining  law  was  passed  by  Congress  on  February  15,  with 
the  object  of  giving  new  life  to  the  industry  by  curtailing  conces- 
Bions  which  may  be  for  no  other  purpose  tlian  speculation.  The  law 
is  in  accord  with  the  recommendations  of  the  new  Secretary  of 
Public  Works  to  Congress. 

Aside  from  the  various  provi^ons  in  the  law  for  the  lapsing  of 
mining  properti^  to  the  State  when  these  properties  shall  not  actu- 
ally be  worked,  the  most  important  featui'es  ai'e:  Article  28,  which 
limits  the  amount  of  territory  that  can  be  granted  for  mining  pur- 
poses to  200  hectares  (494.2  acres) ;  Article  32,  which  provides  that 
mining  concessions  can  not  be  ^'anted  for  locations  upon  which  a 
mining  town  is  located  (this  having  been  a  former  practice,  and  one 
which  has  involved  tlie  holders  of  such  concessions  in  long  and  costly 
litigation  with  the  inhabitants  of  such  towns);  and  especially  the 
extra  article,  passed  upon  the  day  following  the  adoption  of  the 
law,  placing  a  5  per  cent  tax  ad  valorem  on  the  exportation  of  gold 
and  silver  and  a  specific  tax  of  10  pesos  ($3.84)  per  ton  upon  par- 
tially refined  products  or  precipitates  exported. 

[A  copy  of  the  Honduras  mining  law  in  Spanish,  accompanied  by  an  BnjiiHsh 
translation,  may  be  InHperted  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
or  ttB  district  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  . 78645.] 


DENHABX^S  IHFOBTATIOHS  OF  SABBEL  HOOPS. 

(Consal  General  E.  D.  WIdsIow.  CopeobagCD,  Feb.  ID.] 

The  hoops  used  at  present  in  Denmark  for  slack  barrels  are  of 
willow  and  are  principally  imported  from  Germany  and  the  Nether- 
lands. Hoops  Tor  butter  oarrels  have  the  largest  consumption,  esti- 
mated at  about  10,000,000  annually.  The  price  of  these  is  about  26.8 
cents  per  48  pieces  of  a  length  of  6  feet,  c.  i.  f.  Copenhagen,  for 
those  from  Germany;  and  15  cents  per  25  pieces,  c.  i.  f.  Copenhagen, 
for  those  from  the  Netherlands.  The  hoops  for  this  purpose  must 
be  very  white. 

Of  hoops  for  other  purposes,  made  also  of  willow  but  with  the 
bark  on,  uie  consumption  is  estimated  at  about  100  railway  carloads 
per  annum.  The  length  varies  from  6  to  8  feet.  The  prices  are  about 
24  cents  per  48  pieces  of  6  feet  length,  and  about  17.42  oents  per  24 
pieces  of  8  feet  length. 

The  principal  Copenhagen  importer  of  hoops  is  willing  to  take 
up  the  matter  with  any  firm  in  the  United  States,  and  suggests  that 
samples  be  sent  him,  together  with  quotations.  He  is  afraid,  how- 
ever, that  the  present  high  freight  rates  from  the  United  States  to 
Copenhagen  will  make  the  prospects  for  the  near  future  rather  poor. 

[The  name  of  ttie  Copenhagen  Importer  mentioned  may  be  ohtalned  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices.  Refer  to 
ille  No.  735iM.] 

The  Japanese  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  has 
elected  omcers  as  follows:  President,  Mr.  Y.  Nagashima;  secretary, 
Mr.  T.  I.  Kawashima  (reelected).  The  chamber  has  about  80 
members. 
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nrCB£ASED  BEKAin)  FOB  CHILEAH  WOOI^ 

The  i>roduction  of  wool  has  long  been  an  important  source  of 
income  in  Chile,  and  since  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war  Che 
value  of  this  commodity  has  greatly  increased,  owing  to  the  demand 
for  army  cloth  and  the  conse<iuent  higher  prices  of  the  medium 
grades  of  wool.  A  recent  bulletin  of  the  Sociedad  de  Fomento  Fabril 
shows  a  remarkable  evenness  in  the  yearly  production  of  Chilean 
wool,  the  exports  varying  less  than  1,000  metric  tons'in  four  years. 
The  high-water  mark  was  reached  in  1913,  though  the  figures  for 
that  year  may  be  exceeded  by  those  for  1915,  which  are  not  yet 
available.  The  exports  of  the  last  four  years  in  metric  tons  (2^01.6 
pounds)  are  giTenoelow: 


Yam 

Punts 
Aranw. 

Oth«f 
ports. 

ToteL 

Yam 

PODta 
AnBH. 

Othar 

ports. 

TotaL 

Tfm». 

i.m 

9.327 

Ton*. 
4.  any 
3.671 

Torn. 

l2.ono 

12.000 

Tnmt. 

10.  ai 

0.143 

Tomt. 
3.SU 
3^018 

r««s. 

13.7tt 
U.U1 

19U  

Pnnta  Arenaf  Leads  in  Exports  of  WooL 

The  exports  from  Punta  Arenas  are  about  three  times  those  from 
all  other  Chilean  ports.  This  is  accounted  for  by  the  natural  facili- 
ties for  sheep  raising  in  the  extensive  Territory  of  Magallanes.  Of 
the  5,000,000  sheep  in  Chile,  according  to  the  estimate  of  the  Central 
Bureau  of  Statistics,  2,000,000  are  in  Magallanes,  where  the  natural 
outlet  for  their  wool  is  Punta  Arenas.  This  port  is  also  an  outlet 
for  much  Argentine  wool,  1^7  metric  tons  having  paaed  through  in 
1914. 

Destination  of  Chilean  WooL 

The  principal  countries  receiving  Chile^s  exports  of  wool  in  the  last 
two  years  are  Eiiown  in  the  fol^wing  table,  the  quantities  bmg 
given  in  metric  tons: 


Coontrtos. 


UU 


Caontrin. 


UU 


1H4 


Grast  Britain 
flanMUtf.... 
France  


Tan*. 
0.409 
743 
1,938 


Tom. 
8.  US 
3,  US 
1.9M 


rnlUd  States. 

Belgtmn  

A^faria  


Ttm. 
6 
SOS 


Tmu. 

» 

M 


The  increase  in  the  exports  to  the  United  States  frcun  5  metric 
tons  in  1913  to  70  times  that  quantity  in  1914  is  doe  to  changed 
conditions  following  the  outbresJc  of  the  war. 
Wool  tt  Bzported  Vnwaslied. 

When  exported  the  wool  contains  dirt,  grease,  and  other  foreign 
Aiatter  which  must  be  thoroughly  washed  out  as  the  first  stage  of 
manufacture.  A  pound  of  unwatuied  wool  will  not  weigh  more  than 
half  a  pound  after  it  has  been  wa^ed  and  prepared  for  spinning. 
Promoters  of  Chilean  industry  urge  the  washing  of  the  wool  before 
it  is  exported,  in  order  that  a  savins  in  freisht  may  be  effected,  and 
more  employment  given  to  native  labor;  wiui  this  m  view  they  also 
suggest  that  an  export  duty  be  levied  on  unwashed  wooL 
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Bomestlfl  KannfaotxiTe  of  WooL 

There  are  two  woolen  factories  in  Chile,  located  in  Santiago  and 
in  Tome,  which  manufacture  broadcloth,  cashmere,  blankets,  and 
shawls.  They  consume  about  550  metric  tons  of  raw  wool,  and  their 
output  is  435,000  yards  of  fabric,  of  which  a  large  percentage  is  used 
for  army,  navy,  and  police  uniforms.  These  two  mills  have  a  capital 
of  $560,000  and  employ  500  operators.  It  is  estimated  that  8  or  10 
more  factories  are  needed  to  supply  the  normal  demand  of  the 
country  for  woolen  goods,  and  that  these  would  utilize  practically 
all  the  wool  produced  in  Magallanes.  It  is  pointed  out  by  the  advo- 
cates of  home  industry  that  factory  power  is  easily  available  from 
the  numerous  rivers,  and  that  with  an  export  duty  on  wool  manufac- 
turers would  be  enabled  to  com[)ete  with  importers  of  foreign  fabrics. 
Owing  to  the  recent  decreased  importatinn  of  woolen  goods,  thei'e  is 
a  largely  increased  demand  for  woolen  fabrics  of  localmanufacture. 

QvaUtle*  of  Chilean  Wool  and  Tabrtos. 

Wool  is  divided  into  two  general  classes — merino,  which  is  fine, 
Boftj  curly,  and  comparatively  short,  and  English,  which  is  long, 
straight,  and  flossy.  But  between  the  merino  and  the  English  there 
are  wools  of  different  c|uaUties  which  are  produced  by  crossed  breeds, 
and  these  wools,  which  are  called  "crossbred,"  are  produced  in 
constantly  increasing  quantities  in  Chile.  Crossbred  wool  may  be 
classed  as  merino  or  English,  according  to  its  predominant  character, 
or,  if  of  an  inferior  quality,  it  may  be  termed  common.  Since  the 
beginning  of  the  war  merino  wool  has  fallen  in  price,  while  the  cross- 
bred has  risen  from  25  to  35  per  cent.  Better  quality  is  used  in  the 
native  fabrics,  it  is  stated,  than  in  those  usually  imported  into  Chile. 
But  Chilean  manufacturers  have  not  been  wholly  successful  in  dyeing 
their  fabrics,  owing  in  part  to  their  imperfect  facilities  for  washing 
itnd  preparing  the  wool,  though  progress  has  been  made  recently  in 
oTercoming  this  difficulty. 

PBINCE  EBWABO  ISLAND  USE  OF  ALTTHUnTH  WABE. 

.IConmU  WUIIam  A.  Pl«rc«.  Ctaariottetown,  Uar.  l.] 

It  is  probable  that  judicious  advertising  and  pushing  of  the  sales 
of  aluminum  ware  by  the  dealers  of  Prince  Edward  Island  would 
result  in  greater  popular  demand  and  larger  trade,  but  it  could  not 
be  produced  rapidly  or  suddenly.  The  hardware  dealers  of  this 
district  are  now  carrying  small  stocks  of  aluminum  ware  but  do  not 
find  that  it  has  a  very  ready  sale.  The  less-expensive  wares  of  tin 
and  galvanized  iron  seem  to  meet  the  existing  local  demand. 
-  Dealers  purchase  aluminum  ware  from  Montreal  and  Toronto 
houses,  andfthe  prices  per  dozen  that  will  have  to  be  met  by  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  entering  this  market  are:  Boilers,  milk  or  rice, 
$17.60;  cups,  drinking  or  tea,  $3.20;  kettles,  preserving  (6,  8,  10,  12 
qt.),  and  tea,  $11.60  to  $19.20;  mugs,  $3.20;  frv  pans,  $9.60;  pudding 
pans,  $3.20  to  $6.40;  pudding  pans,  with  lip,  $4  to  $8.80;  jelly  plates, 
$3.20;  pie  plates,  $2.40  to  $3.20;  coffeepote,  $22.80;  teapots,  $:U.20. 
These  rates  are  for  goods  delivered  at  Charlottetown  or  Island 
Point;  terms,  30  days,  2  per  cent. 

[A  l^t  of  Prince  Etlward  Island  dealers  who  are  In  a  position  to  hnulta 
aluminum  ware  may  he  oMained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  DonieaUc 
Commerce  or  Its  district  offices.  Refer  tu  file  No.  73553.] 
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SEBIdTLTURAL  EXPEBTKEHTS  IH  UBYA. 

ICoonil  W.  Roderick  Doner,  Tripoli.  Jan.  18.] 

Impelled  by  the  necessity  for  discovering  every  possible  econonuo 
resource  of  the  colony  and  encouraged  by  the  not  infrequent  pres- 
ence of  the  mulberry  tree  in  the  coastal  oases  of  Tripoli tania,  the 
local  Agrarian  Office  (Ufficio  Agrario)  initiated  experiments  in  ^Ik 
culture  in  May,  1915.  Stock  was  brought  from  Italy^  and  a  smalt 
quantity  was  distributed  gratuitously  among  m-ivate  individuals,  m 
second  lot  was  intrusted  to  the  Resident  at  Taigura,  and  the  re- 
mainder was  ti-eated  in  the  experiment  section  of  the  Agrarian  Office 
itself. 

Results  obtained  from  private  effort  were  -wholly  unsatisfactory. 
At  Taigura  the  outcome  was  better,  about  30  pounds  of  cocoons 
being  secured.  For  lack  of  other  means  the  cocorns  were  dried  in 
the  sum;  some  split  open,  others  became  spotted  from  the  chrysalis, 
and  more  were  ruined  by  sand.  As  a  whole  the  yield  was  useless. 
At  the'  Agrarian  Office  good  results  were  obtained  from  the  experi- 
mentfi  carried  on  in  a  coot,  well-ventilated  ground-floor  room  and  also 
in  a  fairly  cool  and  ventilated  basement  but  not  from  those  that 
employed  a  trench  covered  with  mats  of  palm  leaves.  All  breeding 
was  accomplished  on  native  reed  mats  supported  on  wooden  racks. 
These  were  found  unsuitable  because  the  readiness  with  which  they 
absorbed  moisture  and  became  moldy  necessitated  frequent  changes. 
The  worms  were  fed  entirely  on  leaves  of  the  black  mulberry  tree. 

The  Agrarian  Office  has  recently  announced  that  these  experiments 
will  be  repeated  in  1916,  and  that  stock  will  again  be  distributed  to 
Italian  and  native  farmers.  The  culture  is  to  be  under  the  direction 
of  officers  of  the  institution.  Prizes  have  been  offered,  and  the 
Agrarian  Office  promises  also  to  install  and  to  operate  without 
charge  a  proper  cocoon  drier,  besides  assisting  the  f aimers  to  sell 
their  cocoons. 

CHAHQES  IK  AJTESICAH  Ain)  BBITISH  COAL  TAASB. 

The  Cardiff  and  South  Wales  Journal  of  Commerce  states  that  last 
year  the  United  Kingdom  shipped  abroad  30,000,000  tons  less  coal 
than  in  1913.  It  was  this  shortage,  it  says,  that  drove  European  and 
South  American  consumere  to  the  United  States.  Increased  produc- 
tion in  South  Africa,  India,  and  Japan  has  enabled  the  East  to  meet 
the  deficiency  in  Hritish  exports  to  that  market.  The  newspaper 
points  out,  however,  that  from  the  fact  that  all  the  sea-borne  coal 
exports  from  the  United  States  last  year  were  only  8,000,000  tons 
this  countiy  was  not  able  to  make  up,  except  to  a  vei?  slight  extent, 
the  shortage  due  to  the  failure  of  British  exports.  In  furtlier  dis- 
cussion it  says : 

The  AmpHcnn  shlpmpnts  to  Kurope  araoiinted  to  4,000.000  tons.  Prncdcnlly 
the  whole  of  that  was  new  business  to  the  States,  and  hy  Its  henvy  piircha.se«  In 
Peiinsylvnnhi  iiml  West  VlrKlnla  Itnly  was  nhle  to  secure  nearly  three-fourths 
of  the' 4,000. 0(X)  toas  wlilcli  it  would  have  taken  from  this  country  under  normal 
comlltluns,  hut  which  owing  to  the  domestic  pressure  on  our  own  Ruiq>lies  we 
were  nnnt)le  to  semi  It,  luul  was  thuR  nble  to  import  both  fnmi  this  cuuntrr 
and  the  States  a  totid  quantity  of  between  8.500,000  and  9.000.000  tons  as  cnm- 
niired  with  n  totttl  of  over  9.^00.000  tons  Iniportnl  friim  the  United  KlDRiluin 
^  1913.  The  extent  to  which  Aiiierkiui  coal  r^ioced  British  cool  In  other 

rupean  markets  vros  comparatively  slli^L 
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HEW  FOBEIOH  EXCHAHOE  RITLES  IH  FETEOaB&D. 

[Coiunl  Nortb  Wlnsblp,  FMrognd,  BnMs,  Vtib,  14.] 

The  Bussian  Government  has  undertaken  the  regulation  of  the 
sale  and  purchase  of  foreign  exchange  in  this  city.  The  new  regula- 
tions provide : 

First,  that  no  bank  can  sell  exchange  for  use  in  payins  abroad  for 
any  of  the  following  goods:  Cotton,  lathes,  leather,  machinery,  met- 
als, rubber,  sacks  or  oags,  tea,  wool,  or  military  equipment.  All 
exchange  to  pay  for  any  of  the  above  goods  must  be  had  through 
the  Special  Credit  Chancellery  of  the  Ministry  of  Finance,  Foreign 
Division  [as  explained  in  the  report  on  "  Foreign  exchange  furnished 
by  the  Russian  OoTemment,"  published  in  Commkhcb  Keforis  for 
J&n.  5,  1916]. 

Second^  that  if  the  applicant  to  the  bank  for  exchange  does  not 
desire  it  to  pay  for  any  of  the  above  goods,  and  his  need  amounts  to 
more  than  2,000  rubles  ($1,030  at  the  normal  exchange  rate  of  $0,515 
to  the  ruble),  he  must  give  the  bank  full  particulars  regarding  the 
transaction  m  settlement  of  which  he  desires  to  remit  abroad. 

About  noon  every  day  each  bank  sends  a  statement  of  the  total 
amount  of  its  needs,  together  with  the  statement  of  each  applicant 
regarding  his  transaction,  to  a  central  committee  of  the  Ministry  of 
Finance.  The  banks  must  also  send  a  statement  of  the  offers  of  ex- 
change that  have  been  made  to  them  by  the  forei^  correspondents.. 
Those  demands  of  individuals  which  the  committee  deems  to  be 
purely  speculative  or  otherwise  undesirable  are  refused  and  the  banks 
are  forbidden  to  sell  exchange  to  cover  those  transactions. 

Previously  each  bank's  o^rs  from  abroad  were  its  own  to  handle 
as  it  saw  fit.  This  is  no  longer  possible  as  one  bank^s  surplus  of 
offer  from  abroad  over  its  own  needs  is  put  into  a  general  pool  from 
which  the  committee  supplies  the  needs  of  other  banks  whose  offers 
may  not  suffice  to  cover  all  needs.  After  having  arranged  so  thiit 
<mly  legitimate  needs  may  be  satisfied,  and  that  all  legitimate  needs 
may  be  satisfied,  the  committee  fixes  the  rate  at  which  ue  banks  must 
fill  the  demands  for  foreign  exchange. 

Already  in  the  last  few  days  the  rate  has  heem  made  considwably 
more  favorable  to  Russian  interests. 


CONDITION  OF  THE  TOY  HABEET. 

[CoDSnl  Fellz  S.  8.  Johnson,  Kingston,  Canada.  Uar.  8.1 

The  following  article  on  shortage  of  metal  toys  will  prove  inter- 
esting to  American  mauufacturei*s  wishing  to  extend  their  trade  to 
foreign  countries: 

The  stoppage  of  the  supply  of  ti^s  received  In  normnl  times  from  Germany- 
led  some  of  the  Inr^  London  whole5ia1ers  to  dl»iHitch  huylng  representatives  to 
North  America,  and  It  la  stated  that  both  the  United  States  and  Canatla  Imve 
been  thoroughly  scouretl  for  certain  classes  of  goods.  In  some  cases  with  suc- 
cess and  In  other  cases  the  reverse.  At  the  present  time  the  shortage  In  the 
supply  Is  confined  clilefly  to  niechnnicai  novelties,  metal  goods,  and  dolls. 
There  Is  no  dearth  of  the  larjje  womlen  toys,  such  as  rocblnp  horses  and  similar 
lines;  In  fnrt,  dealers  are  able  to  secure  nil  they  require  of  this  kind  of  toy 
from  EnfiUsh  manufacturers  who  have  lately  gone  more  extensively  Into  tlieir 
mannfacture. 

(Reports  on  the  toy  trade  of  Onnada  were  published  In  Gouuerck  REPtnrs  for 
Apr.  21  and  Sept  11. 101S.3 
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STBIEE  OF  HAUBTTT  FISHEBHEH  OiS  PACIFIC  COAST. 

[Vlw  Consul  InrlntC  N.  LiDncll,  IMnce  Kapert,  Brltleh  Colunbla.  kUr.  4.] 

The  Halibut  Fishermen's  Union  of  the  Pacific,  on  March  1, 1916, 
called  out  on  strike  its  members  who  were  employed  in  the  indep^d- 
ent  (as  distinguished  from  those  belonging  to  the  ^h  companies) 
halibut  fishing  vessels. 

A  working  agreement  between  the  Fishing  Vessels  Owners'  Associ- 
ation (Inc.),  and  the  Halibut  Fishermeirs  Union  of  the  Pacific 
was  in  effect  until  the  end  of  February,  1916.  Under  that  agree- 
ment the  owners  of  the  vessels  received  one-fifth  of  the  gr<ffis  catch 
of  the  vessel,  then  the  expenses,  including  the  replacement  of  lost 
fishii^  gear,  were  deducted,  and  the  crews  shared  the  remainder. 
The  Fishermen's  Union  gave  notice  about  the  1st  of  February,  1918.  i 
that  it  would  not  renew  this  agreement  as  it  stood,  but  demanded 
that  the  vessel  owners  bear  one-fifth  of  the  cost  of  replacing  fishing 

rr  out  of  their  one-fifth  shares,  and  furUier  that  each  fishing  trip 
considered  at  an  end  when  the  catch  was  sold  and  a  complete 
settJement  made  with  the  crew  in  the  port  where  such  catch  was  sold. 
The  latter  provision  would  apply  particularly  to  the  port  of  Prince 
Kupert,  British  Columbia,  where  a  number  of  the  independent 
American  vessels  have  been  selling  their  catches  from  time  to  time. 

The  Fishing  Vessels  Owners*  A^ociation  have  thus  far  refused  to 
agree  to  these  amendments  on  the  ground  that  the  vessels  can  not  be 
profitably  o{>erated  for  less  than  one-fifth  of  the  gross  receipts,  and 
that  the 'fishing  voyage  should  be  considered  to  end  only  wnen  the 
vessel  returned  to  its  home  port  in  the  United  States  where  the  mea 
were  shipped  and  the  vessel  and  men  outfitted. 


AMEBICAH  COnSirUR  OFFICEBS  ON  mAYZ  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  wiU  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Nuns. 

Fust. 

Kxplra- 

tkmor 
Twitie. 

AddresL 

Kevtlle,  Edwin  L  

Bndley,  U  lUioDi  UarrisoD . . . 

UODtrcal,  Canada 
TasiKigBlpa,  Hgndttree 

Apr.  1 
Apr.  4 

Apr.  25 

1978  West&ltb  Street,  neveland.  Ohio. 
Ccotur;  ('lab,  7  West  4M  Btreet,  Kev 

Yor^  City, 
(•) 

■  The  Itlnerar;  of  Codrui  lAWton  Is  BObstaBtlall;  as  follows :  Ran  Frandflco.  Uar.  4  t»  6 ; 
Ixw  Angrles,  Mar.  C  to  l(t;  Chattanooga,  Uar.  22  to  27;  Cincinnati.  Mar.  29  to  Apr.  IS; 
Washlnxton,  Apr.  17  to  26.   

District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Conuneroe. 

New  York,  Boom  409  TTnited  States  CastomboQBe;  Boston,  elfflitjeiitli  floor 
TTnlted  States  Cnstomhoa&e;  Chicago,  604  Federal  Building;  St  Louis,  402  Tblrd* 
National  Bank  Bnllding;  Atlanta,  621  Post  Office  Building;  Kew  Orleans.  1080 
Hibemla  Bank  Building;  Ban  Francisco,  806  United  States  Cnstomhoase;  Seattle, 
622  Alaska  Building.  CooperatiTe  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Conuneroe;  Claolattatl,  New  Orleani  dk  Texas 
Faclflo  By.  Co..  Cincinnati;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board 
of  Conimero«;  Philadelphia.  Chamber  of  Commeroe;  South  Asurieam  Agea^. 
Bontlieni  By.  Co.,  Chattattooga,  lena. 
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COBSOKFTION  AST)  SUPPLIES  OF  COTTOIT. 

A  preliminary  report  issued  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Cen- 
sus, Department  of  Commerce,  gives  the  cotton  consumed  in  the 
United  States  during  February,  1916,  as  540,711  bales  and  for  the 
seven  months  ended  February  as  3,615,365  bales.  There  were  1,985,- 
015  bales  on  hand  in  consuming  establishments  on  February  29, 
compared  with  1,654,169  bales  on  tne  same  date  in  1915,  and  3,971,316 
bales  in  public  storage  and  at  compresses,  compared  with  4,075,435 
bales  in  1915. 

Liinters  not  included  above  were  98,010  bales  consumed  during 
February  in  1916  and  29,404  bales  in  1915,  189,581  bales  on  hand  in 
consuming  establishments  on  February  29,  1916,  and  138,262  bales  in 
1915,  and  186,123  bales  in  public  storage  and  at  compresses  in  1916 
and  81,055  bales  in  1915.  Linters  consumed  during  seven  months 
ending  February  29  amounted  to  551,331  bales  in  1916  and  191,038 
bales  in  1915. 

The  imports  of  foreign  cotton  during  February  amounted  to  72,331 
bales  (of  500  pounds),  compared  with  28,727  bales  for  the  same  month 
in  1915,  of  which  64,300  bales  compared  with  18,697  bales  came  from 
Kgypt.  The  exports  of  domestic  cotton  and  linters  during  February 
amounted  to  702,635  bales,  of  which  420,489  bales  went  to  the  United 
Kingdom. 

DIVIDENDS  OF  BITSSIAN  HAILWATS. 

[Consul  Gsceral  John  H.  Soodgrosa,  Uoacow,  Feb.  3.] 

The  following  table  shows  the  par  value  in  rubles  (the  normal  ex- 
change value  of  the  ruble  is  $0,515)  of  the  stock  of  the  most  im- 
portant Russian  railways  and  the  dividends  paid  during  1912,  1913, 
and  1914: 


Par 

TBlUS. 

DiTldgiKb. 

1»U 

1»U 

BiMei. 
103 
100 
500 

un 

200 

Pereml. 
28.3 

la 

36.0 

13.  a 

s.8 

Percfm. 
34 

22.  S 
« 
18.3 
10 

PacdU. 
30 
23.S 
30 

n.s 

9.1 

[Figures  showing  tlie  grora  and  net  income  of  ttie  Russian  railronds  in  1912, 
1013,  and  1914  woe  published  In  Gommkbck  Rkpobtb  for  Aug.  25,  1916.] 


A  report  of  the  fourth  annual  meeting  of  the  Employers'  Parlia- 
mentary Association,  held  in  Manchester,  England,  Janua^  21, 
1916,  has  been  received  and  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  oi^ For- 
eign and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices.   Refer  to  file 

No.  73569. 


Oil  of  petitgrain  is  practically  the  only  article  of  export  from 
Paraguay  for  uie  United  States.  The  shipments  of  this  article  dur-. 
ing  191d,  according  to  invoices  certified  at  the  American  consulate  att 
A^cion,  were  Talned  at  $35,415,  compared  with  $20,834  for  1914^ 
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FISH  LAKDED  AT  K£W  EKOLAin)  POBTS. 

The  fleet  landing  fishery  products  at  Boston  and  Gloucester,  Mass., 
and  Portland,  Me.,  during  the  month  of  February,  1016,  included 
168  steam  and  sail  vessels.  These  vessels  landed  at  Boston  184  trips 
a^regating  7,411,008  pounds  of  fish,  valued  at  $255,890;  at  Glouoes- 
ter,  1^  trips  aggregating  2,787,953  pounds,  valued  at  $101,540;  and 
at  Portland,  171  trips  amounting  to  678,523  pounds,  valued  at  ^8,392. 
The  total  for  the  three  ports  durii^  the  month  amounted  to  458  tripe 
aggregating  10,877,484  pounds  or  fresh  and  salted  fish,  liaving  a 
value  to  the  fishermen  oi  $385,82^.  The  amounts  and  value  by  ports 
and  kinds  of  fish  are: 


Kinds  of  flab. 


Boston: 

Cod  , 

Uatldook  

Uake  , 

1  OlJOCiC  

Cusk  

Halibut  , 

llltcallaiMoai 

Total  : 

aioiic«sten 

Cod  

Hacldoek  

Hake  

I'oilock  

Cusk  

Halibut  .... 
Uiacellaiieous 

T<M&1  


POODllS. 


1,135, 

154, 
90. 

sas. 

80. 

ns. 


7.4U.008 


238.002 
4S.503 
6.405 
G8. 190 
7.035 

135.  ms 

2.283.30S 


3,787,098 


Value. 


IKl.filO 

7.632 
3..^ 
7. 321 
7.101 
23.515 


25-').  mo 


8,7ra 

l,5u2 
SS 
3,209 
110 

i6.a.<a 

71.415 


101,  MO 


KlDdtofBA. 


Portland: 

C-od  

Haddock  

Hake  

Pollock  

Cusk  

Hainmt  

lUanltoneons. 

Total  

Grand  total 


245. 622 
168.817 
<K},Q20 

38.345 
».S77 
ILliU 


678.  E23 


10,K7,481 


U0,«7 
7.089 
1.700 
4.881 
l.»l 

m 


38.302 


385,833 


SOUTH  ATTSTKAIIA'S  ESTDEATED  WHEAT  HARVEST. 

[UeraorandaiD  of  Qorenunent  Btntlat,  forwarom  by  Comioerclai  Attaeh<  WUIiia  C. 

Downs,  Uelbourae.) 

When  the  official  forecast  of  27,296,229  bushels,  averaging  10.92 
bushels,  to  the  acre,  was  issued  on  November  30  last,  it  was  generally 
reported,  owing  to  the  advent  of  red  rust  and  a  rather  long  spell  of 
dry  weather,  Uiat  the  wheat  averages  would  be  reduced  and  that 
an  exceptionally  large  area  would  be  cut  for  hay.  Soon  after  this- 
date  weather  conditions  improved,  and  when  reaping  began  it  was 
found  that  red  rust  had  not  affected  the  crops  to  uie  extent  pre- 
viously expected  and  consequently  the  averages  were  increased  and 
large  areas  were  left  for  the  reB}?er  which  it  was  anticipated  would 
have  been  cut  for  hay.  A  revision  of  the  earlier  estimate,  in  the 
light  of  these  later  developments,  has  added  approximately  50,000 
aci-es  to  the  grain  area,  which  is  now  estimated  to  be  2,547,768  acres, 
with  a  yield  of  29,572,000  busliels,  averaging  11.61  bushels  per  acre. 

It  is  impossible,  even  at  this  date  [Feb.  8],  to  estimate  tne  exact 
area  reaped  and  cut  for  buy,  and  in  my  opmion  the  area  reported 
as  cut  for  hay  is  excessive.  If  this  proves  to  be  so,  and  it  is  reaped 
instead,  it  is  possible  that  the  aggregate  wheat  yield  will  exceed 
30,000,000  bushels.  The  harvesting  oiierations  in  many  districts  will 
not  be  complete  until  the  end  of  February,  and  in  a  few  districts  not 
until  March,  consequehtlv  the  publication  of  the  final  results  will  not 
te  possible  until  late  in  ApriL 
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SPAHISH  IBT£B£ST  IN  IHFOBTS  OP  CACAO. 

[Comnil  Oeoeral  Carl  Ball«y  Hunt,  Barcelona,  Feb.  B.] 

The  sale  of  cacao  for  the  production  of  chocolates  and  sweets  in 
Barcelona  is  considerable.  A  large  proportion  of  the  amount  im- 
ported comes  from  Fernando  Po,  a  Spanish  possession  in  Africa, 
and  other  shipments  come  from  Venezuela  and  Ecuador.  The  local 
market  prices  for  cacao,  according  to  the  most  recent  quotations, 
per  100  kilos  (220.4  pounds)  are:  Guayaquil  Arriba,  380  to  390 
pesetas;  Guayaquil  Balao,  365  to  375;  Fernando  Po,  first,  335  to  345; 
Fernando  Po,  second,  320  to  330;  Fernando  Po,  third,  290  to  300; 
Caracas,  firet,  495  to  510;  Caracas,  second,  390  to  405.  A  peseta  is 
worth  about  $0.18. 

Although  the  prices  of  cacao  purchased  in  Fernando  Po  have  de- 
clined somewhat  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  freight  rates  have 
increased  sufficiently  to  sustain  the  cost  of  this  commodity  to  local 
i^nporters. 

The  market  for  copra  as  a  material  to  be  used  in  the  manufacture 
of  Spanish  soaps  is  limited  because  of  the  abundance  of  olive  oil 
which  is  utilized  for  that  purpose.  Soap  made  with  this  material, 
however,  is  sold  to  some  extent 

[Usts  of  dealers  to  cacao  and  of  manntacturera  of  soap  In  Barcelona  and  of 
manufacturers  of  chocolate  in  Spain  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of.  For- 
elscn  and  Domestic  Gommeree  or  Its  district  offices.   Refo*  to  file  No.  78483.J 


nrcsEASE  nr  pbice  of  gas  at  setiixe. 

[Consul  Wilbur  T.  Omcey.  Seville,  Spain,  Jan.  31.J 

The  Seville  Gas  Co.  announces  that,  owing  to  the  increased  cost  of 
coal,  the  price  of  gas  to  private  consumers  will  be  raised  from  15 
centesimos  to  25  centesimos  (from  2.9  cents  to  4.8  cents  per  unit)  after 
the  Ist  of  Febniary. 

Many  Sevillian  families  have  installed  gas  cooking  apparatus 
during  the  past  few  years,  and  gas  heating  appliances  were  becoming 
increasingly  more  popular.  The  only  means  of  heating  in  most. 
Seville  houses  is  the  open  charcoal  brazier,  which  has  always  been 
unsatisfactory,  and  the  i^all  incandescent  gas-mantle  stoves  were 
filling  a  long-felt  want  in  man^  homes.  Gooldng  is  done  over  oxieti 
fireplaces  burning  charcoal  or  m  stoves  burning  coal  or  wood.  The 
shortage  of  the  last-named  commodity  and  the  high  price  of  the 
other  two  are  seriously  affecting  the  general  populace,  and  the  present 
increase  in  the  price  of  gas  makes  it  still  more  difficult  for  the  people, 
to  live. 

Economic  conditions  in  this  district  are  growing  continually  more 
serious.  The  price  of  foodstuffs  has  increased  enormously,  rents  have 
been  advancing  during  the  past  few  years,  owing  to  the  destruction 
of  buildings  for  the  widening  of  streets  and  the  consequent  shortage 
of  houses,  and  the  increase  in  the  cost  of  coal  and  gas  is  a  serious 
addition  to  the  already  too  high  cost  of  living. 


There  was  a  large  increase  in  the  shipments  of  wool  from  Aus- 
tralia to  the  United  States  during  1915  compared  with  the  previous 
year,  according  to  invoices  certifwd  at  the  American  consulate  gen- 
eral  at  Sydney.  The  exports  in  1915  were  valued  at  $22,008,177, 
compared  with  $1,732,881. 
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FOSEZaH  TSADE  OFF0BTUJliTU». 

Ueserred  nddivM:<>fl  mnv  be  oblbfnpd  from  th«  Bnreaa  and  Ita  dintrl«t  (»fll««s.  ReiiaMC 
for  each  opportunity  sbouid  be  on  a  separate  Bbeet  and  tbe  Ale  nnmber  glveti. 

Starch,  No.  20479.' — ^Tlie  commercial  attache  of  the  Department  of  Commerce 
In  Chile  rpimrts  that  a  man  Id  that  ctmntry  desim  Co  establlsb  commercfol 
relations  with  Amoriran  manufacturers  of  stnreh. 

Envelopeg,  No.  20480. — An  American  consular  officer  In  England  reports  that  a 
fii-m  In  Ills  (liKtrlct  dosU-es  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  American  manufac* 
turers  of  envelcyes. 

General  agency.  No.  20481. — A  man  in  Central  America  Informs  an  American 
conmiliir  otlicer  that  he  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations  with 
American  uianufncturcra  and  exporters  deKlrlng  to  extend  their  business  la 
that  territory.  References  are  given.  No  particular  line  Iios  been  specified 

TeatUet,  etc..  No.  20482. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Canada  reports  that  a 
man  In  Ills  district  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  American  man» 
fucturerK  and  exporters  of  cotton  and  silh  hosiery  for  women  and  chlldfcen  ; 
Bhoe  laces ;  outing  flannel ;  tweeds  and  piece  goods,  and  geoeral  dry  gooAi 
Reference  Is  given. 

OfI«  and  greojteg,  etc..  No.  20483. — ^A  firm  in  tlie  United  States  transmits  aa 
Inquiry  from  n  firm  In  Africa  which  desires  to  receive  quotations  per  101) 
kilos  (nliont  220  pounds),  c.  1. 1.  destination,  from  American  manufitcturns 
and  exporters  of  oils  and  greases  for  lubricating  purposes  and  cottonseed  cdl 
for  eating  purposes,  etc.   Samples  should  be  sent. 

AdvertMng  tiorettieii,  picture  frames,  etc..  No.  20484. — A  commercial  agent  at 
the  Bureau  transuilts  an  inquiry  from  a  Arm  in  the  United  Kingdom  whitA 
desires  to  reiirewnt  Ajneri(*nn  maDofavturers  of  adTerthrtng  DoveltSeii^ 
picture  frames,  statluuery,  toys  and  games,  cheap  lewelry,  and  light  hard- 
ware. 

General  ageneu.  No.  204S5. — A  commercint  agent  of  the  Bureau  transmits  an 
Inquiry  from  a  nmn  In  France  who  desires  to  represent  American  luannfae- 
tuivrs  and  nportera.  No  particular  line  has  been  spedfled.  BeferewMs 
are  given. 

Machinery,  No.  20486.— A  firm  tn  Cauida  writes  that  it  desires  to  be  placed  In 
touch  with  American  mnnufactuivrs  of  bending  machines  tor  steel  ant 
Iron boring  nmchliies,  and  pinning  machines  to  plane  boards  up  ta  13 
luches  wide  and  "  nose "  the  edges. 

PitMnff  nett,  No.  20487.— A  Arm  In  the  United  States  writes  that  Its  cfaT» 
spondent  In  Spain  desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufocturers  af 
filling  nets. 

ffiUw  maeh^tery  and  tuppliet,  No.  20488. — ^A  man  In  Mexico  writes  that  he  Is  In 
the  market  for  shoe  machinery  and  supplies  of  ail  klmls,  Inclodlng  leatlMr, 
nails,  tadu,  buttons,  etc.  Quotations  should  lie  made  f.  o.  b.  New  York  oa 
San  Francisco,  and  subject  to  a  discount  of  2  pw  cent  and  6  per  c«it  fw 
cash. 

Hachtwrv,  No.  20489.— A  mnn  In  the  United  States  writes  that  he  desires  to 
be  placed  In  touch  with  American  manufactnrers  of  machinery  for  making 
paper  nmtclies,  especially  machines  to  cut  the  cardboard.  Samples  of  tba 
cut  cardboard  may  l)e  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  Its  dlatrtct  i^ces. 
(liefer  to  file  No.  100.) 

Cotton  ffood$  and  drills.  No.  204f)0. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Guatemala 
reports  that  n  firm  In  his  district  (leslres  to  receive  samples  and  quotations 
on  drills  and  cotton  goods.  It  is  stated  that  payment  will  be  made  against 
shipping  documents  in  New  York, 

UanffTove  bark.  No.  20491. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Veiiezuein  writes 
tliot  a  mnn  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  offers  from  American  Importers 
of  mangrove  baric.  It  is  stiitoi  tliat  the  mnn  is  in  a  position  to  sell  large 
quiintities  of  this  bnrlc.  contrncting  to  make  monthly  deliveries,  and  that  the 
lowest  price  he  will  conRlder  Is  $10  per  metric  ton  (2,204  lbs.)  L  a.  s. 
Correspondence  should  be  In  Spanish. 

VABeiKszoK :  aovsBXHBKT  mmnira  omcs :  itu 
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HOSmCATIOH  OF  FKEHGH  EUBABQO  DECREE. 

[Telegram  from  Consul  GeDemI  A.  M.  Tbackara.  Paris.  Mnr.  13.] 

According  to  a  decree  of  March  14,  articles  placed  under  embar|:o 
by  decree  of  February  23  may  now  be  exported  without  special 
authorization  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  British  Oorninions,  piotec- 
toratea,  and  colonies,  to  parts  of  Belgium  not  under  (iennan  Ofcu- 
pation,  to  Japiin.  Russia,  and  countries  of  North  and  South  America. 

The  articles  formerly  under  embargo  are  the  following:  Pimentos; 
spun  threads  of  silk,  waste  and  raw  silk  (French  equivalent  bourre), 
and  all  spun  threads  usually  denominated  schappe,  unbleached, 
scoured,  and  undyed  for  commercial  use;  fabric  manufactured  ex- 
clusirely  from  such  threads,  including  pongees,  shantungs,  failles, 
and  taffetas  unbleached,  scoured,  printed  or  not,  but  undyed  for 
commerdal  use. 

SPECIAL  f  OBTS  KAUED  IH  WAB-BISE  INSTJILANGE. 

The  Bureau  of  War-Risk  Insurance  of  the  Treasury  Department 
announces  that,  owing  to  exceptional  hazards  involved,  it  will  con- 
sider certain  ports  only  when  application  is  made  to  the  bureau  at 
Washington,  D.  C.  It  reserves  to  itself  the  right  to  decline  any 
risks  to  these  ports  or,  if  accepted,  to  name  snch  rates  as  mi\y  seem 
in  its  judgment  adequate.  Effective  from  March  15,  but  subject  to 
(^ange  without  notice,  the  list  is: 

AM  United  Klnfctlom  portR:  aU  ports  on  Qie  Continent  of  Kiimpe  other  than 
SpnnlBh:  nU  ports  of  Asia  Minor;  aU  African  ports  on  the  Mediterranean  Sea; 
all  colonial  possessions  of  Germany  and  Turkey. 

The  ports  mentioned  comprise  the  present  special  list  of  ports 
referred  to  in  the  vessel  form  of  policy  to  which  vessels  may  not  clear 
and  proceed  without  special  permission  of  the  bureau. 

Applications  for  insurance  to  these  ports  must  contain  full  par- 
ticulars of  the  proposed  voyage,  including  name  of  consignee  and 
description  of  car§o,  as  well  as  the  amount  of  insurance. 

The  latest  lists  issued  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  War- 
Risk  Insurance. 

»W-»  1057 
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HABKET  CONDHKUra  FOB  SOUTH  AFSXCAS  FBODUCE. 

tCo&sid  B.  A.  WatofteM,  Port  EHnbetb,  3vx. ».] 

During  t^e  Ghristmas  and  New  Year  h<dida;|r8  little  businefis  «C 
any  deacription  was  transacted  in  the  Port  Eheafaeth  4i8fertct,  bofe 
the  tone  of  the  znarfeet  ramained  firm.  Taking  into  coni^dentioa 
the  Tarioiis  drawbacks  with  which  Soudi  Africa  lias  been  coptepdipg 

general  business  conditions  have  been  and  are  now  remarkably  good. 

Undoubtedly  American  purchases  shipped  direct  have  been  the 
diief  mainstay  and  have  been  partly  responable  for  the  advancing 
market  here.  The  volume  of  direct  shipments  during  the  past  year 
far  exceeds  any  previous  record.  These  i^ipments  are  the  first  of 
any  importance  mat  have  been  made  since  the  days  when  AmmcaB 
sailing  ships  bore  a  considerable  portion  of  the  muxlundise  brongfat 
to  and  dispatched  from  this  port. 

Wool,  Mtdialr,  and  Hi4«i. 

The  wool  market  has  been  exceptionally  firm  since  eariy  in  NoTwn- 
ber.  A  parcel  of  super  snow-whites  disposed  of  on  the  Municipal 
AVool  Market  about  NoTember  ^  1915,  brought  50  cents  a  pound, 
which  is  said  to  be  a  record  price  for  Port  Elizabeth.  A  clip  of 
Graaff-Keinet  grease  wool  brought  27  cents  per  pound  for  hoggets 
and  25  cents  for  ewes.   These  prices  are  very  high  for  ttiis  market. 

At  the  last  Catalogue  Market  Sale  3,653  bales  were  offered  and 
1,588  sold.  The  demand  continues  good,  and  satisfactory  prices  were 
obtained  for  reasonably  good  lots.  A  considerable  qnantit^  of  washr, 
seedy  wool  is  on  the  market  here,  and  there  appears  to  be  very  Uttle 
demand  for  it.  more  es})ecially  with  freight  rates  exceeding  2|  cents 
per  pound.  Extra  super  snow-whites  sold  at  43  to  53  cents;  super 
snow-whites,  at  3G  to  42  cents;  good  snow- whites,  32  to  34  cents; 
long  12-montlis  grease  wool,  20  to  30  cents;  second  grade  of  same, 
18  to  22  cents;  short,  light,  slightly  faulty,  12  to  13  cents;  long  12- 
months  Karroo,  16  to  18  cents;  medium  Karroo,  13  to  14  cents; 
short  Karroo,  12  to  13  cents;  and  coarse  and  colored,  12  to  14  cents 
per  pound. 

There  is  a  firm  demand  for  both  goat  and  kid's  hair.  Important 
transactions  have  taken  place  in  Cape  IVovinoe  winter  hair  at  22 
to  23  cents  and  in  Basutoland  hair  at  23  to  24  cents  a  ponnd.  S«iper 
Slimmer  kids  are  quoted  at  36  to  38  c^ts;  average  summer  kids,  at 
25  to  29;  super  long  firsts,  24  to  26;  average,  23  to  34^;  diort,  22; 
locks,  12 :  and  good  winter  hair,  at  22  to  23  cents  per  pound. 

The  hide  market  is  strong,  with  a  slight  upward  t&adency.  Good 
hides,  sun  driod  iind  hard  dry  salted,  are  queried  at  21  to24|  cents  and 
wet  hides  at  12  to  13  cents  per  pound.  Skins  are  offered  at  13  to  14 
cents  for  sound  sbeep^ins;  damaged  sheepskins  at  11  to  11^,  coarse 
wooled  at  11  to  12,  goatskins  at  22  to  28|,  and  Ax^oras  at  1^  to  ISf 
cents  per  pound. 

Ostrlelt-TeaUieT  Karket  aa  Ealirina- 

The  feather  market  is  still  more  or  less  of  an  enigma.  In  fact, 
after  watchin«r  the  sales  carefully  for  many  months  mo^  of  t>M 
variations  of  the  local  feather  market  seem  to  have  been  based  upon 
impulse  rather  than  upon  sound  business  reasons.  In  April,  1915, 
there  was  a  distinct  demand  for  ostrich  feathers,  which  for  a  time 
greatly  improved  matters  locally.   This,  however,  did  not  last  long, 
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and  a  i*eaction  set  in  which  reduced  prices  to  nearly  the  former  low 
level,  and  they  remained  more  or  less  stationary  until  the  close  of 
the  year.  Immediately  after  the  holidays,  when  the  market  reopened, 
there  was  a  better  demand  for  almost  all  grades,  and  wings  and 
tails  advanced  10  per  cent.  Up  to  the  present  time  this  jidvance  has 
been  fully  maintained;  yet  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained  by  careful 
inquiry  there  is  no  marked  diflference  in  the  New  York  demand,  and, 
unless  a  feather  shortage  is  anticipated  and  the  buying  is  purely 
speculative,  it  is  difficult  to  account  for  increased  prices  and  sales. 

It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  statements  of  sales  include 
numerous  lots  that  were  withdrawn  because  bids  were  not  sufficiently 
high,  and  for  this  reason  market  reports  are  not  reliable  giiidef:  to 
aggregate  sales.  In  some  of  the  recent  sales  probably  20  per  cent 
of  the  feathers  were  withdrawn.  The  prices  realized  per  pound 
were:  For  primes,  $30  to  $37;  whites— No.  1,  $20  to  $28.50;  No.  2, 
$17  to  $20;  No.  3.  $7.50  to  $16;  stalkv,  $3.75  to  $7.50;  feminas— good 
light,  $15.50  to  $20.50;  dark,  $13.50  to  $17:  grav,  $8.75  to  $16.25; 
byocks,  $8.75  to  $12.50:  long  blacks.  $3.75  to  $5:  rfoss,  $2.50  to  $6.25; 
long  drabs,  $2.75  to  $6.50;  tails— white,  $3  to  $7.50;  B.  B.,  $1.25  to 
$3.25;  spadonas,  light,  $3  to  $7.75;  and  chicks,  $0.25  to  $1. 

In  conclusion,  let  it  be  repeated  that  future  trade,  both  import 
and  export,  between  the  United  States  and  South  Africa  depends 
largely  upon  fostering  and  continuing  the  direct  commerce  between 
^ese  two  countries  that  is  now  being  so  well  inaugurated. 


AFTEE-THE-WAB  OPFOSTUKITIES. 

[Commercial  Attach^  A.  n.  Baldwin,  LoodoD.  Eaglnnd,  Feb.  18.] 

Manufacturers  in  Europe  alreody  look  forward  to  the  immediate 
and  urgent  need  for  a  large  amount  of  reconstruction  work  that  will 
arise  at  the  close  of  the  present  conflict  in  those  regions  where  war's 
ruthlessness  has  laid  low  towns  and  industrial  plants  and  destroyed 
bridges,  railroads,  and  equipment  of  every  kind.  It  is  certain  that 
the  desire  will  be  to  rehabilitate  devastated  areas  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  many  British,  French,  and  Belgian  firms  are  already  making 
careful  plans  for  the  future,  organizing  their  forces  and  gathering 
information  about  probable  needs,  in  order  that  no  time  may  be 
lost  in  taking  advantage  of  the  trade  opportunities  that  are  sure  to 
exist  then. 

The  extent  of  these  opportunities  will  be  so  great  that  Eurojiean 
manufacturers  will  be  unable  to  take  care  of  them  all.  It  is  therefore 
important  that  American  firms  should  begin  their  preparations  early 
and  take  the  necessnir  measures  to  handle  the  trade  that  will  be 
offered  to  the  United  States.  Many  competent  observers  in  Europe 
believe  that  the  war  will  end,  when  it  does  end,  with  great  abrupt- 
ness. The  result  will  be  that,  practically  without  warning,  the  vast 
amonnt  of  industrial  activity  now  directed  to  the  preparation  of  war 
supplies  will  suddenly  stop  and  a  very  embarrassing  period  of  read- 
justment follow.  Difficulty  will  almost  surely  be  encountered  in 
the  reorganization  of  labor  and  in  the  change  to  new  forms  of  manu* 
facture.  Hundreds  of  plants  will  be  affected,  and  time  will  be  re- 
quired in  these  industnes  for  rearrangements  before  the  necessary 
work  of  replacing  losses  by  war  destruction  can  begin. 
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Manufacturers  and  exporters  in  the  United  States  can  be  read^  for 
this  situation  at  the  close  of  the  war  if  tliej  will  b^n  now  s 

careful  study  of  probable  requirements  ond  estabti6h,  as  soon  as 
conditions  permit,  the  necessary  connections  and  agencies  abroad. 
The  moment  the  necessity  for  purchasing  in  the  United  States  is 
over,  many  buyers  not  only  in  Europe  but  in  other  markets— in 
South  America,  Australia,  and  the  Orient — will  turn  to  their  pre- 
war sources  of  supply,  and  American  exporters  can  expect  to  hold 
only  a  portion  or  the  foreign  trade  which  they  now  enjoy.  It  is 
probable  that  prices  will  also  promptly  fall.  In  fact  it  is  to  oe  noted 
that  much  of  the  exceptional  increase  in  the  total  value  of  exports 
from  the  United  States  has  been  due  to  higher  prices  rather  than  to 
a  larger  volume  of  business.  Shipping  will  probably  again  be  avail- 
able m  sufficient  amount,  and  exporters  who  are  ready  and  equipped 
with  a  knowledge  of  the  goods  for  which  there  will  be  an  emer^utcT 
demand  in  Europe,  and  who  have  suitable  oonne^ons  estddisiiea, 
will  profit  by  their  foresight. 

The  range  which  these  emergency  demands  will  cover  will  be  wide. 
It  will  include  all  varieties  of  building  material,  especiallv  those 
adapted  to  quick  construction;  railroad  equipment,  electrit^  equip- 
ment, sanitary  supplies,  furniture,  machinery,  clothing,  implements 
and  tools,  etc.  A  study  of  the  character  of  the  industries  in  the 
devastated  districts  in  books  of  reference  readily  available  to  the 
commercial  inquirer  will  indicate  the  character  of  the  machinery  and 
other  supplies  needed.  Mining  and  smelting  industries  may  be  in 
need  of  much  new  equipment;  textile  and  ir<m  and  steel  manufac- 
turers will  certainly  be  in  a  similar  plight. 

Stsplayi  at  Exhibits  WiU  Be  He^fnl. 

Firms  desiring  to  share  in  supplying  these  protective  demands 
can  now  find  agents  in  London  and  Pans  and  other  distributing  cen- 
ters. Furthermore,  expositions  such  as  the  Reconstruction  Expoa- 
tion  to  be  held  in  Pans  in  May,  June,  and  July  of  tJiis  year  [see 
Commerce  Reports  for  Jan.  11,  Feb.  15,  and  Mar.  11,  1916],  and  the 
fair  and  market  to  be  held  in  Agricultural  Hall,  Londmi,  from  Mardi 
14  to  24  (which  will  contain  many  displays  of  American  products 
represented  by  British  a^r^ts),  and  other  similar  exhibitions  that 
will  doubtless  be  held  will  afford  an  admirable  opportunity  for  the 
extension  of  agency  relations. 

There  is  another  phase  of  the  subject  that  ^ould  be  kept  in  mind — 
the  fact  that  liberal  credits  will  be  required  by  purchasers  whose 
affairs  have  been  demoralized  by  the  war.  This  will  require  great 
care  in  the  selection  of  trustworthy  agencies  which  can  be  relied  upon 
to  protect  the  interests  of  the  American  exporter. 


Froapects  for  Besumption  of  Panama  Canal  Serriee. 

Col.  Harding,  acting  governor  of  the  Panama  Canal,  reports  that 
conditions  in  Gnillard  cut  justify  prediction  th«^  the  canal  will  be 
available  for  ships  of  30-foot  draft  on  April  15,  ^ibject  to  pn^Ue 
temporary  delays  thereafter  to  meet  exigencies  of  dredging  fleet  in 
completing  canal  to  f^ill  widtii  and  de^h  and  in  Tunoving  ciioab 
that  may  possibly  develop. 
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WALL  PAPEB  IH  KASAGASCAB. 

tConauI  Jnmea  O.  Carter,  Tamatavc] 

The  wall  paper  used  in  Madagascar  is  of  a  cheap  class,  of  thin, 
flimsy  quality,  and  retails  at  about  40,  50,  and  60  centimes  (8,  10, 
and  Hi  cents)  per  roll  of  8  meters  by  60  centimeters  (26^  feet  by 
23.63  inches). 

Border  material  comes  in  rolls  of  abaut  the  same  dimensions,  there 
being  about  8  to  10  narrow  borders  in  each  roll. 

There  is  no  wall  paper  manufactured  on  the  island,  and  that 
imported  comes  from  jh  ranee,  free  of  duty,  whereas  that  imported 
from  other  countries  pays  the  French  maximum  and  minimum  rates 
of  38  and  25  francs  per  100  kilos  ($3.33  and  $2.19  per  100  pounds), 
respectively,  for  wall  paper  with  a  velvety  surface,  covered  with 
metal,  stamped,  varnished,  etc.,  and  26  and  17  francs  per  100  kilos 
($2.28  and  $1.49  per  100  pounds),  respectively,  for  other  kinds  of 
Trail  paper,  American  paper  being  subject  to  the  higher  rates. 

Prloet  of  Wall  Paper — ^Imports. 

The  French  paper  of  the  popular  varieties  cost  the  impoi-ters,  laid 
down  at  Tamatave  or  other  seaport,  about  50  per  cent  less  than  the 
retail  prices  mentioned  above. 

In  addition  to  the  grades  mentioned,  there  is  also  a  slight  demand 
for  better  grades  of  wall  paper  ranging  as  high  as  1.25  francs 
($0,241)  per  roll,  and  mer^ants  sometimes  carry  small  stocks  of 
such  paper. 

Figures  giving  the  exact  quantity  or  value  of  wall  paper  imported 
into  the  colony  are  not  obtainable.  In  1914,  however,  colored  paper 
of  all  kinds  imported  amounted  to  only  58,438  pounds,  valued  at 
$6,488,  and  for  the  first  nine  months  of  1915,  24,143  pounds,  valued 
at  $2,748.  The  war  naturally  curtailed  imports  in  the  last  four  or 
five  montlis  of  1914,  as  well  as  in  1915. 

TO  STTJBY  SOUTH  AUEBICAK  HABKET3. 

Mr.  Herman  G.  Brock,  who  has  been  for  some  time  assistant  com- 
mercial agent  in  the  New  York  office  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce,  and  has  been  engaged  in  special  research  work 
elsewhere,  has  received  an  appointment  as  special  agent  of  the  Bureau 
to  investigate  business  and  market  conditions  in  South  America. 
Mr.  Brock  will  cooperate  with  the  commercial  attaches  of  the  De- 

Sartment  of  Commerce  in  several  investigations  they  are  to  make 
uring  the  ne.\t  few  months,  and  in  addition  to  other  duties  will  give 
considerable  attention  to  the  foreign  trade  in  footwear,  an  industry 
xr'ith  whidi  he  has  gained  familiarity  through  residence  in  Brockton, 
Mass. 

The  trade-extension  work  carried  on  by  the  Patras  consulate  dur- 
ing the  December  quarter  resulted  in  the  importation  by  merchants 
in  that  section  of  Greece  of  $11,000  worth  of  coifee,  $15,000  worth  of 
lloitr.  $26,300  worth  of  lumber  and  staves,  $3,500  worth  of  nail  wire, 
$9,180  worth  of  rice,  and  $42,000  worth  of  sugar.  In  addition,  re- 
ports Consul  A.  B.  Cooke,  there  was  considerable  trade  along  lines 
initiated  earlier  in  the  year. 
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EXCHANGE  0FE1C8  ESTABLISHED  IE  FABAOTT AT. 

fConsul  Samael  Hamilton  Wttay,  Asiuieioa.] 

The  question  of  lowering  and  stabilizing  the  rate  of  exchange  be- 
tween Paraguayan  paper  currency  and  gold  currency  has  been  fw 
some  time  the  subject  of  much  discussion.  Various  j}lans  have  been 
formulated  with  this  end  in  view.  The  accomplishment  of  this 
stabilization  is  of  particular  importance  to  the  importers  of  foreign 
merchandise  in  Paraguay.  Under  the  existing  conditions  of  lev 
value  of  Paraguayan  paper  currency,  and  the  daily  fluctuatitm  of 
this  exchange  rate,  importers  have  been  unable  to  buy  from  the  banks 
foreign  exchange  for  paper  currency.  For  this  reason  the  question 
of  foreign  exchange  has  been  a  vital  factor  in  the  conunfircial  life  of 
the  Republic. 

On  January  20,  1916,  the  Paraguayan  Congress  passed  a  law 
establishing  an  office  of  exchange  or  conversion.  A  translation  of 

the  law  is  given  below: 

Functions  of  the  Exchange  Office. 

ARTTCT.B  ].  An  lastitutlon  to  be  known  as  an  "Office  of  Exchange**  shalt  be 
efitnbllshed,  whose  functions  shall  be:  (n)  Buying  and  selltnf;  of  gold  carreney; 
lb)  issuing,  exchnnelng,  nnd  converting  paper  money  (the  term  " exchaQgioc" 
as  iiswl  In  this  subhead  refers  to  the  exchanging  of  deteriorated  bills,  etc 

Abt.  2.  The  otiice  of  exchange  shall  be  administered  by  a  board  of  directors, 
composed  of  five  members  appointed  by  the  Executive,  with  the  approval  of  the 
fiennte,  the  members  of  this  board  to  hold  office  for  one  year,  wtUi  privilege  <tf 
reappointment. 

Art.  3.  The  office  of  exchange  may  buy  and  sell  gold  currency,  make  depoidts 
of  gold  currency  in  foreign  markete.  and  issue  bills  of  exchange  against  said 
funds;  and  it  amy  discount  bills  with  the  ftmds  assigned  to  It  by  this  law. 
with  the  approval  of  tbe  Ministry  of  Finance. 

IPands  for  Buying  Gold  Currency. 

Art.  4.  For  the  purpose  of  buyii^  gold  currency  the  Office  of  Exchange  has 
at  Its  dlNposftl  the  following  resources  tn  paper  currency :  (a)  Ten  million  pesos 
(about  $2.')0.(X)0  Dnite<l  States  currency  at  present  actual  exchange  rate  of 
4.(KK)  per  cent) ;  (&)  the  amounts  received  from  the  sale  of  gold  currency;  (e) 
the  available  funds  on  hand  in  the  Banco  Agrlcola  (Agricultural  Bank). 

Gold  Eecelpts  for  Selling  Fund. 

Art.  5.  For  the  operations  of  selling  gold  currency  the  office  shall  have  dis* 
position  of  the  following  resources:  (a)  Tbe  gold  acquired  under  the  provisions 
of  this  law;  (ft)  the  receipts  In  gold  currency  by  the  Banco  Agrlcola  for  com- 
modities exported  by  said  hank;  (c)  all  gold  receipts  of  the  Oormimait;  id) 
other  resources  to  be  established  by  future  laws. 

Abt.  6.  The  Treasury  shall  remit  to  the  Office  of  Exchange  the  amount  of  fiscal 
receipts  mentioned  In  section  (c)  of  article  5  In  gold  currency  or  tn  paper  cur- 
rency at  (lie  exclmnge  rate  for  the  sale  of  gold  currency.  The  Banco  Agrlcola 
shall  remit  In  tbe  f^me  manner  in  paper  currency  against  its  deliveries  in  gold 
at  the  same  rate  of  exchange  and  against  those  that  have  been  made  in  accords 
ance  with  section  (o),  article  4. 

Bew  Issue  of  Paper  Honey  and  Kickel  Coins. 

AiiT.  7.  The  existing  Is.sue  of  paper  money  and  nickel  coins  shall  be  replaced 
by  a  new  Issue.  To  this  end  the  Office  of  Exchange  ediall  tssne  Mils  and  nickel 
coln.^  whose  value  shall  ho  fixerl  by  tbe  Executive,  who  shall  also  determine  the 
date  of  tho  n.-plnceniont  of  the  pi-esent  Issue  by  that  to  be  issued.  The  bills  and 
nickel  coins  not  presente<l  for  exchange  within  the  tlrst  two  years  after  the  new 
coin*'  and  bills  are  issiie<l  shall  lose  50  per  cent  of  their  value  and  shall  lose  aU 
their  vnUie  at  tbe  '^nd  of  three  years  after  the  issue  of  tbe  new  coinage. 

Abt.  S.  The  function  of  exchanging  deteriorated  bills,  now  la  charge  ot  tbe 
Banco  Agricola,  shall  pass  to  tbe  Office  of  Exchange, 
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Bzoltuce  TttBd.  . 

Art.  d.  The  foHowlnK  ftinds  Hhall  be  dedicated  to  the  operatlonn  of  exchanjie: 
(a)  Six  hiimlred  thousand  (600.000)  peson  poUl  currency  (SrtTO.OOO  United 
States  curri*ncy>  of  the  conversion  funil  mentfoneil  In  law  90  of  Septenilwr  25, 
1914;  (b)  the  export  tax  oflpesogoh)  currency  ($0.0G5  Unitetl  States  currency) 
each  on  cattle  hides  after  the  Government  has  tlnlsheil  paylnp  its  indchtetlness 
ti>  the  Bank  of  the  Kfpuhllc;  (c)  the  additional  expnrt  tax  pinrod  on  hides 
crejited  by  law  172  of  December  24, 191fi;  (rf)  the  balance  of  the  hmn  authorized 
by  the  law  of  Movember  28,  1912;  (e)  other  resources  tu  be  established  by 
tiinire  laws. 

Abt.  10.  The  date  on  which  the  ofRce  of  exchanee  shall  be^tn  operation  and 
the  rate  of  exchange  between  paper  and  golil  currency  shall  lie  establlMhetl  by 
another  law.  Meanwhile  the  office  of  exchange  may  employ  the  conversion 
funds  in  the  buying  and  selling  of  gold  currency  authorized  by  this  law. 

Paper  Garrenoy  Exchanged  for  Gold. 

Art.  11.  When  the  operations  of  conversion  have  been  Inltlnted,  the  offlce  of 
exchanse  shall  pay,  on  request,  gold  currency  for  paper  curreiu-y.  The  paper 
currency  taken  In  this  way  by  the  exchan^ie  office  sluill  not  entT  into  circn- 
lation  aKaln.  except  In  exchange  for  gold  curreno*.  The  exchange  office  will 
therefore  be  obliged  to  exchange  gold  currency  for  paper  currency,  which  paper 
currency  will  tw  Issued  In  case  tbe  amount  now  in  circulation  shall  not  prove 
sufficient. 

Abt.  12.  The  office  of  exchange  shall  destroy  weefcly,  by  fire,  the  paper  mon^ 
received  from  additional  Import  duties  tu  be  established  In  the  general  budget. 

Itegnlatloii  of  Payment  of  Export  Dntlea. 

Abt.  13.  Prom  the  date  of  the  enforcement  of  this  law  the  exportation  of 
cattle  hIdoR,  tobacco,  yerha  mat^.  nnil  tannin  shall  be  onblcct  ti»  the  following 
conilltlons :  Besides  the  export  duties  established,  the  exjMirter  shall  deliver  to 
the  exchange  office  gold  currency  or  notm  of  not  more  than  0(i  days'  sight 
to  tbe  amount  of  20  per  cent  of  the  price  current  of  the  comnindlty  exported  la 
the  market  of  consumption,  receiving  in  exchange  paper  currency  at  the  ex- 
change rate  of  |0>td  currency  of  the  exchange  office,  with  a  deduction  In  the 
rate  not  to  exceed  4  per  cent 

CondiUont  Accompanying  tlte  EzohanKC  law. 

Art.  14.  The  bonnl  of  illrectors  of  tlie  office  of  exchange  shall  have  the  power 
to  Indorse  bills  and  may  appear  in  court  personally  or  by  power  of  attorney 
tor  tbe  ci»llectli»n  thpreof. 

Abt.  15.  The  exclionge  office  shall  semi  dally  to  the  Minister  of  Finance  a 
statement  of  funtbi  on  hand  and  of  the  operations  of  buying  and  selling  drafts, 
and  shall  furnish  an  annuel  balance  and  report. 

Abt.  16.  The  exe<'Utlve  Is  authorized  to  provide  the  funds  necpfwnry  for  put- 
ting into  openitlon  this  law,  charging  the  same  In  the  genenil  ex|>enKe  budRet. 

ABT.  17.  All  laws  and  provisions  contrary  to  tbe  pruvtolvns  of  this  law  are 
declared  abolished.   

EXTENBIOH  OF  TIME  FOB  BVSSIAH  ALCOHOL  COMPETITIONS. 

Accordine  to  a  circular  issued  by  the  Russian  Minister  of  Finance 
and  received  from  the  office  of  the  Russian  commercial  attache  in 
New  York,  the  date  for  closing  the  international  competition  for 
inventions  by  which  alcohol  may  be  utilized  for  indnstriul  purposes 
has  been  changed  from  January  1.  1916,  to  September  1^  191G.  and 
the  date  for  awarding  the  prizes  is  postponed  to  March  1,  1917. 

iAn  article  on  this  competition  was  published  in  Couherce  REpcffiTS 
or  Apr.  17,  1915.] 
llie  Russian  interaational  competition  for  the  discovery  of  sub- 
stances best  suited  for  denaturing  alcohol  is  also  open  until  Septem- 
ber 1,  1916,  The  prizes  for  this  competition,  according  to  Handels- 
berichten,  The  Hague,  are  30,000,  15,000,  and  5.000  rubles  ($15,450, 
$7,725,  and  $2,675  at  the  normal  exchange  rate  of  $0,515  to  the  ruble). 
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6&AIN  ELEVATOBS  FOB  AITSTBALEA. 

[Commercial  AttacM  William  C  Downi,  MdboariM),  Feb.  6.} 

The  wheat  production  of  the  Commonwealtibi  of  Australia  has  iot 
several  years  past  c&own  a  ctnistaat  and  consbtent  increase,  so  that 
in  normal  times  the  production  is  more  than  sufficient  to  supply  the 
home  consumption  and  the  quantity  available  for  export  is  reaching 
a  volume  of  more  importance  every  year. 

For  several  years  the  State  governments  have  had  under  considera- 
tion the  project  of  installing  a  system  of  grain  elevators  for  the  hand- 
ling of  wheat  in  bulk;  but  although  the  reports  of  experts  and  royal 
commissions  have  uniformly  been  favorable  to  the  project,  up  to  the 
present  time  it  has  never  taken  concrete  shape.  The  present  very 
large  crop,  which  will  provide  a  surplus  of  ■  approximately  130,000,. 
000  bushels  for  export,  has  finally  aroused  the  authorities  to  the  neoes- 
sity  of  handling  the  wheat  in  a  more  economical  mannw  than  the 
present  one  of  shipment  in  bags,  and  for  several  months  a  firm  hav- 
ing offices  in  Montreal  and  Chicago  has  had  a  representative  in 
Australia  to  study  the  situation  and  make  a  report  to  the  diffetont 
State  governments. 
States  Already  Won  Over  to  the  Flan. 

The  representative  referred  to  states  that  he  has  already  formu- 
lated and  submitted  his  report  to  the  Government  of  New  South 
Wales,  that  it  has  been  definitely  decicM  to  install  a  ^atem  of  ele- 
vators, and  that  the  Government  has  committed  itself  to  exprakd  tlM 
sum  of  £2,000,000  ($9,733,000)  for  this  purpose.  His  firm  has  been 
commissioned  to  draw  the  plans  for  a  terminal  elevator  at  Sydney, 
which  will  have  a  capacity  of  about  3,000,000  bushels.  Later  on  other 
elevators  will  be  established  at  Newcastle  and  at  various  railway  cen- 
ters to  bring  the  total  capacity  up  to  15,000,000  bushels.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  the  work  will  be  commenced  on  the  Sydney  terminal  some 
time  next  May.  The  actual  contracts  for  funnshing  the  necessary 
machinery,  and  for  the  construction  of  the  elevators,  have  not  y^ 
been  placed. 

The  gentleman  states  that  he  has  also  prepared  a  report  for  the 
Government  of  South  Australia,  and  that  it  is  practically  dedded 
tliat  £1,000.000  ($4,866,500)  will  be  set  aside  by  that  Government  for 
the  construction  of  elevators.  The  terminals  will  probably  be  located 
at  Port  Adelaide  and  Port  PSrie,  and  similar  elevators  will  be  erected 
at  other  railway  centers.  It  is  expected  that  the  Government  of  Vic- 
toria likewise  will  view  the  project  in  a  favorable  light  and  before 
long  ask  for  plans  to  be  drawn  for  elevators  at  WilTiamstown  and 
Geelong.  Western  Australia  also  occupies  a  prominent  position  as  a 
wheat-producing  State  and  will  undoubtedly  follow  the  example  of 
the  other  States  in  installing  modem  systems  for  handling  grain. 

Government  0raim  Fool  Kay  Be  Centlniied. 

It  should  be  noted  that  th^  elevator  syi^ms  will  be  established 
by  and  be  under  the  control  of  the  respective  State  govemmentSL 
Should  the  present  method  of  mark^ing  this  year's  crop  through  the 
agency  of  the  respective  State  governments  as  buyers  and  sellers 
under  the  control  of  the  Commonwealth  government  prove  the  suc- 
cess that  ie  expected,  it  is  possible  that  this  syetem  of  handling  the 
export  surplus  of  wheat  by  pooling  the  etocliB  of  the  different  mteB 
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might  be  continoed  in  future  years,  in  which  ease  a  system  of  grain 
elevators  under  Government  oontcm  would  greatly  facilitate  such 
operations. 

IBarlier  referenoes  to  Anstralla*B  Interest  in  GoTermneQt-oontrolled  «leraton 
qqieared  Id  Oohuebcb  Rshats  for  Ads.  21  and  25,  1915;  to  the  plan  for  caor 
Bol J  da  Uiig  the  shipments  of  wheat,  In  the  Issues  of  Nov.  13  and  Dec.  11  and  27 
of  the  same  year.] 


ABaKUTlUE  FUEGHASES  OF  FLTTHBINa  SUFFLIES. 

[Vice  Cotunl  John  8.  CaJrert,  Bnenos  Aire*.  Feb.  10.] 

The  imports  of  iron  water-closets  into  Argentina  in  1013  amounted 
to  8,1^  pounds  in  weight,  of  which  the  Netherlands  supplied  6,039, 
Germany  1,550,  and  the  United  States  561  pounds.  In  1914  the  total 
imports  were  96,857  pounds,  and  during  the  first  nine  months  of 

1915  they  were  69,948  pounds. 

The  imports  of  porcelain  and  enameled  water-closets  are  given  in 
the  number  of  units,  and  in  1913  totalled  53,766,  suppliea  by  the 
following  countries:  Great  Britain  52457,  Germany  769,  United. 
SUtes  562,  France  236,  Belgium  40,  and  Italy  2.  In  1914  there 
were  28,559  dosets  imported,  and  19,955  during  the  first  nine  months 
of  1915. 

•tatistica  of  Zmporti  of  Water  Tanks. 

The  imports  of  water  tanks  for  closets  are  combined  with  the 
imports  of  iron  tanks  for  all  sanitary  flushing  purposes.  The  total 
imports  in  1913  amounted  to  1,948,911  poun(k  in  weight,  of  which 
Great  Britain  supplied  1,931,559,  Germany  12,190,  and  the  United 
States  3,617  pounds.  In  1914  there  were  950,612  pounds  of  iron  tanks 
imported,  and  776,311  pounds  during  the  first  nine  months  of  1915. 

No  separate  statistics  are  given  relative  to  the  imports  of  wood^ 
closet  seats,  although  importers  state  that  these  come  in  more  or  less 
the  same  pr^wrtion  from  the  coontries  from  which  Uie  closets  are 
imported.  Prices  paid  for  wooden  seats  bv  importers  in  this  eitjf 
are  ondbtainable,  several  firms  approachea  declining  to  give  this 
information.  However,  tlie  average  prices  at  which  wooden  seats 
are  sold  are:  Made  of  cedar,  ordinary  type,  single  cover,  $4  Ar- 

fentine  paper  ($1,698  United  States  currency) ;  the  same,  with  dou- 
le  cover,  $5.50  Argentine  paprer  ($2,335  United  States  currency) ; 
made  of  ash  or  oak,  $10  Argentine  paper  ($4,246  United  States 
currency)  ;  round  seats  with  hinges,  made  of  cedar  with  double  cover, 
$9  ($3,821  United  States  currency).  The  same,  made  of  ash  or  oak, 
$10.50  Argentine  paper  ($4,468  tfnited  States  currency). 


District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Vev  Tork,  Boom  409  TTnlted  States  CTtstomhonse ;  Boston,  elffhteenth  floor 
TTnlted  States  Castomhonse ;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Lools.  402  TMrd 
national  Bank  Bnildinc;  Atlanta,  821  Post  Office  BnildlnK;  New  Orleant,  1020 
Eitwmia  Baak  BnUdii^;  Saa  Vraneiieo.  SOS  Vnited  States  Castomhonse;  Seattle, 
0tS  Alaska  Bnildiac.  Cooperative  dittrlet  ottees:  Cleveland.  Chamber  of  Com* 
msree;  Cinoiaaati.  Chnmher  of  Commerce;  Cineinnatl,  Hew  Orleani  A  Texas 
Paoiflo  >7.  Co.,  Cincinnati:  Lot  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board 
•C  Caauneree;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  sf  ComsMrce}  Sonth  Amerioaa  Aceat, 
■aatiwra  Bj.  Co.,  Ohattanooca,  lean. 
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STTTDT  OF  TBACE  BOKSDTa  AIBS  EKOIHEEBS. 

American  electrical  railway  engineers  have  been  provided  with  a. 
publication  on  rail  joints  and  bonds  which  is  of  special  importance  to 
their  work,  for  the  double  reason  that  in  its  compilation  use  has  been 
made  of  facts  and  opinions  from  half  a  hundred  railway  companies, 
and  that  a  full  technical  discussion  of  the  subject  is  presented  by  the 
scientists  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards,  who  have  em- 
ployed the  facilities  afforded  by  the  Government's  laboratory. 

Technologic  Paper  No.  62,  as  it  is  designated,  is  a  comprehensive 
discussion  of  every  phase  of  the  subject,  and  in  its  125  pages,  with 
29  half-tones  and  6  line  drawings,  it  presents  a  historical  and  general 
discussion  of  bonds  and  joints,  a  compilation  of  information  sub- 
mitted b^  operating  companies,  analysis  of  the  facts  collected,  results 
of  experimental  tests  conducted  by  the  bureau,  and  general  con- 
clusions. 

6peclal  Features  of  FubUcation. 

There  is  a  detailed  table  of  contents,  by  means  of  which  prompt 
reference  may  be  made  to  the  desired  topic.  Additional  convenience 
is  afforded  by  a  complete  bibliography.  The  volume  also  contains  a 
complete  list  of  the  62  technologic  papers  of  the  bureau,  of  which 
this  is  the  latest,  covering  a  wide  variety  of  investigations  relating  to 
American  manufactures,  in  which  actual  practice,  as  studied  amone 
the  business  concerns,  is  combined  with  field  and  laboratory  work 
and  general  research. 

The  subject  of  track  bonding  has  aroused  keen  interest  in  recent 
years.  This  has  been  the  logical  outgrowth  of  the  widespread  study 
of  electrolysis.  The  bureau  states  that  while  electrolysis  continues  to 
be  the  greatest  stimulus  for  bond  maintenance^  it  is  as  a  rule  justi- 
fiable solely  from  the  standpoint  of  good  operation  and  is  an  absolute 
necessity  for  the  successful  operation  of  block  signals. 

New  inventions  and  recent  improvements  in  the  manufacture  and 
installation  of  bonds  and  joints,  as  well  as  changes  in  the  types  and 
composititm  of  rails,  all  contribute  to  an  unsettled  conditicm  at  the 
present  time,  which  means  that  a  great  number  of  bonds  and  joints 
now  in  service  are  in  the  experimental  stage.  The  Bureau  of  Stand- 
ards  states  that  it  hopes  in  tabulating  and  analyzing  the  data  col- 
lected to  interpret  present  tendencies  and  to  lay  before  electric  rail- 
way companies,  especially  the  smaller  companies  with  limited  re- 
sources, information  which  will  be  a  guide  to  the  selection  of  bonds 
and  joints  and  point  out  .the  best  methods  of  application  and  main- 
tenance, 

Conelntlons  Drawn  from  Inveatlgstlon. 

A  result  of  the  investigation  is  the  conclusdon  that  the  problem  of 
rail-bond  maintenance  is  largely  that  of  joint  maintenance.  The 
bureau  says: 

No  bond  cnn  be  expected  to  Inst  continuously  on  n  loom  and  poorly  snpported 
mil  i^dnt  No  tme  of  bomi  cnn  lie  mid  to  be  better  than  nil  other  type*. 
KHch  haR  Its  ddvantntraH  and  dlHadmntafcefl,  and  the  Mertlnn  of  n  bond  for  nny 
imrticular  senit-e  should  he  ftoverned  by  tlie  tj'pe  of  construction  on  which  It 
Ik  to  be  used,  the  ^de  of  Inlior  nvallalne  for  itistnllation,  and  upon  numeroai 
other  lodil  contUtlons.  While  weldeil  Joints  nre  being  use<t  more  tluin  ever 
before,  there  ts  a  flowing  tendency  to  adopt  improved  meclianlcnl  Jolntn  and 
various  forois  of  fecial  Joints,  several  of  whldi  are  a  combination  of  welded 
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and  bolted  or  welded  and  riveted  Joiots.  The  tesUmony  eliows  a  marked 
tendency  to  get  away  from  soldered  bonds.  It  has  been  demonstrated  tliat  the 
Bavlng  of  power  atone  wlU  not  jostify  the  best  modem  practice  In  bonding. 
Such  practice*  however,  Is  Justified  and  strongly  reeomnieml^^i  from  the  stand- 
TftAut  of  good  voltage  eoiuUtioDs  in  the  return  circuit,  which  not  only  make  fac 
good  electrolysis  CMadltlons  but  also  for  more  satisfactory  operation. 


DrGS£AS£I>  £ZFOBT  DUTm  IS  PABAGUAY. 

[Consnl  Samuel  Bomllton  Wiley.  Aaandott,  Jan.  18.] 

A  Paraguayan  law  of  December  34,  1915,  makes  the  foUowing 

prorisions  for  export  duties: 

A«T.  1.  I>ry  and  salted  cattle  hides  shall  pay  an  export  tax  of 
1.50  pesos  each;  damaged  hides  shall  pay  an  extra  charge  ot  10 
centaTos  each. 

AxT.  2.  The  execntive  power  is  authorized  to  raise  the  export  tax 
on  extract  of  quebracho  to  10  pesos,  gold,  per  ton.  (Peso,  gold, 
$0,965;  metric  ton,  2,204  pounds.) 

[The  Pftrasunyan  Imdget  law  for  1&15  provided  for  the  foltowing  expwt  duties : 
Cattle  hides,  dry  or  salted,  each,  1  peso;  damaged  hides,  1.10  pesos;  extract  of 
Quebracho,  per  metric  ton,  1  peso^  It  to  not  known  whether  the  new  rates 
on  hides  are  In  addition  to,  or  snbstltnteO  for,  those  FH^vlooely  In  effect.  The 
ItroTlslon  nllowlDg  the  executive  power  to  Increase  the  dntles  on  quebracho  up 
to  10  pesos  per  ton  was  framed  so  as  to  permit  frequent  and  prompt  changes 
In  the  export  duty  In  respcawe  to  Torlatlons  tn  the  market  price  of  the  article.] 


A3IEBXGAK  CONSULAB  OFFICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSEHCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  kave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  wiU  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


PWt. 

Erplr*- 

tlODOf 
VVOIW. 

XMnaa. 

"BradiKf,  William  UutIsoq.  . . 
Ucwtaa,Tt.U  

TafljoVu,  Taiwan  

Uontmt,  t^uuda  

Apr.  1 
Apr.  4 

Apr.  36 

1S7S  West  SSth  StTMt,  ClovolaDd,  Ohio. 
CvOmy  Club,  3  Wwt  43d  StiMt.  Kmw 

TwkCity. 
W 

■  Tb«  Itlnerajry  of  Coasnl  lAwtoa  i&  eabstantlnll;  ai  follows :  f^ao  Franclaco,  Mar.  4  to  6 ; 
lAM  Angvle^  Mar.  6  to  Ift :  CbatUnoega,  Uar.  22  to  27 ;  Cluctnnatt,  Mar.  29  to  Apr.  IB ; 
VasUngton.  Apr.  17  to  25. 

STITCH  BOATS  IFSE  CAFE  Of  OOOP  HOPE  ROUTE. 

[Consal  B.  S.  Ralrden,  Batavla,  JtinL] 

The  cargo  steamers  of  the  Stoomraart  Maatschappij  Kederland 
and  the  Stoomvaart  Maatschappij  Rotterdamsche  Lloyd  have  taken 
the  route  to  and  from  Europe  and  the  United  States  via  the  Cspe 
of  Good  Hope.  The  mail  boats  of  the  two  lines  will,  for  an  indefinite 
period,  make  the  run  to  and  from  the  Netherlands  {Amsterdam  and 
Kotterdam)  via  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Each  line  will  have  a  10-day 
service  instead  of  a  weekly  service  as  formerly,  and  the  steamers 
will  call  at  the  foUowing  ports:  MaHtschappij  Nederjnnd — Singa- 
port,  Belawan,  Sabang,  Durban,  Cape  Town,  St.  Vincent,  and  Las 
Palmas;  Botterdamscne  Lloyd — ^Fadang,  Durban,  Cape  Town,  St- 
yincent,  and  Las  Palmas. 
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CAHADIAH  BUDGET  ESmCATES. 

[Consul  GoDeral  Joha  G.  Fofter.  Ottawa,  Mar.  7.1 

As  placed  before  the  House  of  Commons,  the  main  estimates  of 
the  Dominion  of  Canada  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  March  31,  1917, 
call  for  a  total  expenditure  of  $188,981,219.  This  is  a  decrease  of 
$7,882,298  from  the  estimates  for  the  preceding  year  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  the  allotment  for  interest  on  public  debt  U  $16,001^53 
greater  than  in  1915-16. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  estimated  expenditure  charge- 
able to  consolidated  fund  or  mcome  account: 


Benrloe. 


AmoDDt. 


Barwiet. 


AmaoDt. 


Pablfaj  debt,  hKlodbig  sinking  fundi. 

Charges  o[  tnanaiteniflnt  

Civil  goveniineiit  

AdmfnlBtTathm  of  Jnstloe  

DominlOB  roUoe  

PfollenllBriea  

LwMatioii  

Art*  and  ^knillun  

Quaranttm  

IramlKTatlon  

I>n<Ion8  

Bupennnoatlon  

Hllltlaand  defense  

Ralhrajn&ad  csnalf  flnoome)  

Fobllo  works  (income)   

Mall  subsldJei  and  steamiitalpsabnii> 
tloni  

Naval  f  err  Ice  

Ocean  and  rivw  nrvlea  , 

LtKfathDu.se  and  ooa«t  »erTloe  

Eclentlfle  Institullona  

Uarbn  lio^pftals  and  tick  and  dis- 
tressed seamen  

Steamboat  ins  pod  Ion   


•»,««,  700 

SM,450 
7,3«.752 
1,&04,3!<3 

12B.76S 

671),  TOO 
1.7M.417 
«.  363.010 

148.  ODD 
l,S74.0aO 
3,366.313 

400.000 
S.  700. 100 

6S7.860 
IS,  814.  £76 

1,003.001 
S.m400 
1.30V  ^0) 

2,400.  no 

48B.7U 

78.000 
70.170 


Fisher  to«  , 

£ubsldtet  to  imviDces  

Hlne-i  and  geoloKleal  snrvqr  

Labor  

Indiaa^  

Royal  oorthwfrit  mounted  pollca.  

Go\'enutuiit  of  the  Norttawast  Tairl- 
lorle*  , 

Oo\-efiunenl  of  the  Yuken  Territory, 

Dominfoo  hodsdnEome).....  

UtsrallaiiNds  

Cnstfnu  

Bxclw.  

Weixhu  and  meswas,  gas  and  elec- 
tric liKbt  in.<veethm.  

AdulteratioD  u  faod,at&  , 

Ballwars  mm)  canah  oolleettop  «S 
revenue  

rnblle  worin— collaetlflo  of  nvaansb.. 

Post  offloe  

Trade  and  conunerca  

Total  , 


11.384.  flOO 
U.4SL6n 
CB2.4QB 

i.sa&.aaD 
i,i2i.;as 

S.3M.'4lB 

4.m.aoo 


n.m 

15.186.000 

17.4B0.7S 
S.0n4K 


U8.«G8,731 


Of  the  subsidies  pavable  to  the  several  Provinces,  Ontario  will 
receive  $2,396,379;  Quebec,  $1,969,630;  Nova  Scotia,  $636,667;  New 
Brunswick,  $637,976;  Manitoba,  $1,406,204;  Britisli  Columbia,  $723,- 
135;  Prince  Edward  Island,  $381,932;  Alberto,  $1,589,075;  and 
Saskatchewan,  $1,710,675. 

Bteamer  Snbsidtet — Kallways  and  Canals. 

The  mail  subsidies  and  steamship  subventions  are  the  same  as  for 

the  previous  year,  with  the  single  exception  of  a  $700  increase  for  the 
service  between  St.  John,  Westport,  and  Yarmouth.  They  include 
13  services  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  7  on  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  44 
so-called  local  services  besides  those  specially  authorized  by  statute 
between  Canada,  China,  and  Japan  ($121,667),  and  between  Canada 
and  France  ($200,000). 

In  addition  to  the  expenditures  on  income  account,  the  estimates 
provide  for  the  following  capital  account  expenditures  on  railways 
and  canals:  Intercolonial  Bailway,  $5,16073;  Prince  Edward 
Island  Railway,  $613,100;  New  Brunswick  &  Prince  Edward  Island, 
$129,600;  International  Railway,  $7,900;  Hudson  Bav  Railway, 
$3,000,000;  National  Transcontinental  Railway,  $1,500,000:  Quebec 
Bridge,  $3,450,000;  Welland  Ship  Canal,  $4,500,000;  subsidy  to 
Edmonton,  Dunvegan  &  British  Columbia  Railway,  $384,000:  cansla, 
$1,070,000;  total,  $19,815,773. 
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^bUe  W^i  OkarcMliIe  to  Oi^ltal  Aoeenat. 

The  expenditares  for  public  works  are  eetimated  fts  follows: 


PabUoworta. 

Amomt. 

Pobllc  vorks. 

AmoanC 

TUBUc  Bmniras. 

Otiam; 

AnblTM  Ba0diiiK,«zt«n5loD  

Edstem  Dspnitment,  Block,  ad- 

K«w  department  boUdlngx  knd 

•60.000 

17,000 

am.  009 

100,000 
210,000 

BABBOla  AHD  KITKM— COOtlnOed. 

French  Rlwwstenny  ImnroremAnts 
Fori  Arthur  and  Fort  William:  Uar- 

Vanoouver  Harbor  Impro.  ementi  ... 

1400,000 
1,000.000 

sw.ooo 

1,000.000 
300,000 

7.«G,oao 

Tarilunant  bufldlon,  tddltlcBi ... 
TmHito:  NewPedwalBolldliig  

Total  

Tirtiri  

HABBcna  ufD  BnTKBa. 

BaUfax  Dry  Dock  

Qnabec  Harbor: 

577,000 

SU.OOO 
1,000,000 

«U,000 

1,«00,000 

700,000 
600.000 

UUUNE  DEPABTUZHT. 

Bhfp  Channel,  River  St.  Lavrrenoe  

To  provide  Tor  comt  rue  lion  and  com- 
pfettOD  of  dredglni;  plant  for  River 
6t.   Lawrence  Irom  Uoatreal  to 

NawlM  bnakar  tar  River  St.  LnrraBOT 

1,172,000 

4S2.7U 
510,000 

Blver  St.  C baries — Improve- 

3,1S4,7U 

LAKF  CHIMirEYS  IH  SEUAHD  IK  SOTTTE  AFRICA. 


[Weekly  Bulletin,  Canadian  Dt:partment  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  Mar.  6.] 

The  Canadian  trade  commissioner  in  South  Africa  points  out  the 
possibilities  of  the  South  African  market  for  lamp  chmineys.  This 
trade  was  formerly  in  the  hands  of  Germany,  but  with  the  cessation 
of  imports  from  that  country  South  African  merchants  are  in  search 
of  new  sources  of  supply.  The  sizes  of  two  of  the  more  common  lamp 
chimneys  sold  are  as  follows:  Chimney  A — diameter  of  bottom  2f 
inches,  diameter  of  bulb  3|  inches,  height  10  inches;  chimney  B—, 
diameter  of  bottom  4  inches,  diameter  of  bulb  5$  inches,  height  12 
inches.  The  gross  and  net  weights  of  boxes  of  various  sizes  for  the 
two  chimneys  may  be  seen  in  the  following  table: 


Types  of  package  and  contents. 

Net  weight 

Gross  w«lgbt 

CHunm  it 

IS 

KOm. 

0.8 

30 

9.1 

80 

13.6 

46 

20.* 

60 

27.3 

95 

43.1 

130 

64.4 

300 

00.7 

THknenbaml 

35 

U.9 

U 

26.4 

CBtHXET  B. 

21 

9.5 

38 

17.3 

a 

14.3 

50 

22.7 

38.6 

134 

«L2 

21 

0,5 

38 

17.3 

Sugar  Crop  of  Chiadelonpe. 

Vice  Consul  Joseph  O.  Florandin,  at  Guadeloupe,  French  West 
Indies,  reports,  under  date  of  February  1,  that  the  sugar  crop  hnd 
begun  under  fair  conditions  and  that  tl»e  factories  were  actively 
engaged  in  grinding  the  cane  and  that  prices  were  remunerative. 
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XBXtVAL  OF  AMERICAN  OBAnr  ZV  EEATZNO  CONBITIOH. 

The  Department  of  State  is  recently  in  receipt  of  a  number  of  re- 
ports from  American  diplomatic  and  consular  officers  abroad  relative 
to  the  acrivfll  at  foreign  ports  of  cargoes  of  American  grain  in  heat- 
ing and  ftherwise  pocr  con.dition. 

There  have  been  particular  complaints  from  the  port  of  Genoa, 
Italy,  and  certain  grain  associations  in  the  United  Kingdom  have 
prepared  a  formal  statement  of  complaints  relative  to  American  grain 
delivered  at  British  ports  which  has  been  communicated  by  the  De- 
partment of  State  to  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  states  that  the  complaints  of  the 
British  associations  are  similar  in  character  to  others  which  have 
been  received  during  recent  years  from  g^rain  associations  and  indi- 
viduals from  all  of  the  European  grain-importing  countries.  It  is 
believed  that  ihe  trouble  is  due  to  the  unsatisfactory  system  of  wad- 
ing, resulting  from  the  lack  of  uniformity  in  the  application  of  the 
too  general  and  indefinite  rules  governing  the  gradmg  of  grain  for 
export,  and  likewise  to  the  deterioration  that  sometimes  tases  place 
during  the  trans-Atlantic  shipment  due  to  improper  stowage. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  has  been  investigating  the  general 
subject  of  grain  grading  for  a  number  of  years  looking  toward  the 
improvement  of  grain-grading  practices,  and  standards  for  the 
grading  of  com  were  promulgated  by  the  department  to  become 
effective  July  1,  1914.  While  the  adoption  or  these  standards  is 
optional,  they  have  now  been  adoptea  by  practically  all  of  the 
markets  of  the  United  States,  except  those  of  the  Atlantic  seaboard. 
The  Federal  Government  at  the  present  time  is  without  authority  to 
reouire  uniformity  of  grading  in  accordance  with  the  optional  stand- 
aros  which  have  been  promulgated. 


BRAZIL  HAS  GOOD  SUPFLT  OF  BOCK  CRYSTAL. 

IVlce  Consul  Ricbard  P.  Monueo,  Bio  de  Janeiro.  Feb.  7.] 

Kumerous  inquiries  made  of  the  Rio  de  Janeiro  consulate  by 
American  manufacturers  indicate  a  growing  interest  in  certain 
mineral  products  of  Brazil  used  in  the  arts.  One  of  these  is  rock 
crystal,  which  is  said  to  exist  in  abundant  quantities  in  certain  regions 
of  the  interior.  A  well-established  local  firm  states  that  it  can  furnish 
rock  crystal,  clear  and  colorless,  of  first-class  quality,  25  to  34  per 
cent  waste  material  on  account  of  defects,  crystals  at  least  I  inch 
in  diameter,  each  weighing  from  150  to  200  grams;  price,  70  to  75 
cents  American  currency  per  English  pound  (450  grams) ;  packing, 
in  boxes  of  lUO  pounds;  monthly  supply,  from  1,000  to  1,500  poim(& 
Crystals  weighing  from  200  to  500  grams  can  be  furnished  at  $1  per 
pound,  and  those  weighing  500  grams  to  1  kilo  at  $1.50  per  pound, 
prices  f.  o.  b.  Uio  de  Janeiro. 

|The  name  of  the  flrin  nipntlonetl  may  be  nht-nlned  from  the  Rarpun  of 
Forelfni  aad  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices,   liefer  to  Ale  Nol  T!^S4.] 


The  exports  of  kauri  gum  to  the  United  States  during  1915,  accord- 
ing to  invoices  ceitified  at>the  American  consulate  general  at  Auck- 
land, New  Zealand,  were  valued  at  $1,087,601,  against  $1,691,375 

worth  for  191-1. 
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BBVELQFMEIT  OV  HIBKSIA. 


A  Siberian  bureftu,  to  foster  Siberian  industries,  was  recently 
tetablished.  Sudi  a  bureau  was  made  necessary  by  the  removal 
from  Poland  and  tiie  Baltic  Provinces  of  mills  and  taxxboeiea  to 
Siberia.  The  bureau  is  taking  measures  to  promote  the  metallurgical 
industry  of  the  n<»th.  It  is  of^nizing  a  scientific  expedition  to 
make  a  thorou^  investigati<m  of  the  mineral  resonrces  of  the  coun- 
try, especially  iron  and  coal,  to  determine  the  quantities  of  iron  used 
in  Siberia  in  the  form  of  machine  tools  and  hardware,  and  to  study 
the  growth  and  devvlopmoit  of  the  machine-making  industry  in 
Siberia.  The  expedition,  which  will  start  in  the  very  near  future, 
will  be  compoeed  of  16  engineers,  metallur^sts,  chemists,  and  geolo- 
gists for  field  wwk  and  7  engineers  for  laboratory  work.  The  gen- 
ersX  supervision  of  the  work  will  be  in  the  hands  of  mining,  geolo^c, 
and  sci^tific  commissions.  To  cover  the  cost  of  the  expedition, 
S60,000  rubles  ($185,000  at  the  normal  exchange  rate  of  $0,515  to 
the  ruble)  has  be^  advanced  as  a  first  grant. 


Among  the  publications  received  in  stock  for  sale  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Documents  at  Washington  during  the  week  ended  March 
11  were  the  following: 

Meatwemcnts  for  the  HoMClwld,  StandanlB  Bureau  Circalar  55. — Practical 
work  for  use  lo  the  household,  covering  ineasnreiuent  of  hou^ehokl  priMlui-ts 
and  processes,  measurements  of  trade  and  their  Ini^ectlon,  household  raeasur- 
ins  appltences,  units  and  tables,  Itousehtrfd  weights  and  meaBures,  heatlnff, 
Ulthfitifr,  electrl^tr,  water  6um>ly,  reKulation  of  clocks,  etc.  Price,  paper,  15 
cents. 

Special  Studies  in  Bleetroli/tit  UitigeUion,  S,  A  Beport  on  Conditions  in 
^rlngfield,  Ohio,  uith  Insulated  Feeder  System  Instiilied,  Stiindards  Bureau 
Tecfant^O£lc  Paper  54. — Tochnteal  work  coveriUK  gena-al  conditions,  rasults  of 
meaBurements,  recommendations,  etc.,  with  illustrations.  Price,  paper,  25  cents. 


FABAGVAY  FB0P0SE8  TO  FACIIITATE  SHUfFllG. 

The  American  consul  at  Asuncion,  Paraguay,  reports  that  he  has 
received  a  communication  from  the  Director  of  Public  Works  of 
Paraguay,  stating: 

This  Government  being  grently  interested  in  fadlltatlnj?  In  every  way 
poasiMe  the  exportatira  of  fruit  to  the  Arflentine  Republic  and  Urumwy, 
wbkA  exportation  Is  at  present  a  little  difficult  owing  to  transportation  dlfii- 
ealties,  allow  me  to  <llrect  myself  to  you  to  Inform  you  that  it  wouU  be  a 
ffmi.  tKVQF  if  you  woaM  procure  for  nie  all  infvmation  poaRib4e  on  the  subject 
•f  Oie  kind  -ol  steamers  whi<A  are  lund  In  the  United  States  for  this  class  of 
traffle,  especially  as  to  capacity,  arrangement,  convenience  velocity,  oost.  and 
advantage.  Naturally,  for  use  here  steamers  of  small  capacity  would  be 
preferable. 


EZPOBIS  OF  COaUITO  NUTS  TO  UIVITEI)  STATES. 

Vice  Consul  A.  Gordon  Brown,  at  Mnzatlan,  Mexico,  reports  thut 
during  the  months  of  January  and  February  the  exports  of  coqutto 
nuts  from  that  district  to  the  United  States  amounted  to  520,277 
pounds  valued  at  $33,106. 


FUBLICATIOJrS  FOK  SALE. 
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FOBEIOH  TRADE  OFFOSTUHITIKS. 

Beserrcd  nddrenn  DUy  be  ohtHlocd  from  th»  Barraa  aoH  Its  dlMtrl«t  B^vnask 

for  each  opporl  unity  sbould  be  on  a  separate  «heet  and  the  Ue  namber  citen. 

Pretcrred  proviiiong,  Nn.  20492. — A  Ann  In  IniUa  Informs  an  Anierlcnn  conralar 
officer  that  It  iltvires  tu  be  placed  In  touch  wltb  Aiuerlcnu  manufacture's 
of  preserved  pruvlKiuns. 

Paper  paila  and  txolw.  No.  20408. — An  American  cnrnmlar  offlc«>  In  Canattar  re- 
IM>rt»  that  1)  flriii  In  his  illsrrlct  ilesInK  tn  be  placed  In  t»ut^  with  Anieric»n 
nifltiufiicturpra  and  exporters  of  oyster  and  Ice-cream  paper  pallit.  hemp 
atiil  Jute  twtiie,  iind  t\v(t-)>|y  soft-twist  twine.  25(>  threads  tii  the  Ktrand,  for 
n»iklii«  nmps.  It  l<*  sTjiteci  rluil  the  firm  will  purchtiMe  the  imptr  pall«  in 
lots  of  lOO.OfK),  and  the  twine  In  ton  lots,  tisliif;  fniiti  to  100  \i>Tw  annuiilly. 
Tile  twine  tleslreil  for  making  nxiiK*  Is  similar  tu  the  tiami4e  referred  to  Id 
Foreign  Trade  Opportunity  No.  20378  (flle  No.  73120). 

Stationer]/,  iewclrif,  tiovrItte».  etc..  No.  20494. — A  firm  Id  SpfllQ  writes  that  It 
desires  ti)  rec-elve  ciitiiliijaies.  quotations,  and  full  Information  from  Ameri- 
can ninnufiicturers  of  Inlcs,  varnishes,  t.\iH? writers,  type,  de  luxe  or  fancy 
pa|>ers.  folding  boxes.  confe<'finiiery  and  Jewel  boxes,  etc.;  novelties  for 
ciirnlvals  and  amusement  parks;  cheap  Jewelry,  such  aa  loc-kets.  pins, 
crosses,  chains,  net.-klaL*es.  braid  comhs.  anil  other  articles  la  Imitation  of 
precious  nietiils  and  stones;  and  novelties  of  all  kinds. 

Paper,  No.  20495. — A  flmi  In  the  United  States  transmits  an  Inquiry  from  Its 
correspondent  in  UruKuay  which  def  'res  to  receive  quotations  on  a«s«rte<l 
colored  paper.  In  reams  of  SfHi  sheets,  75  by  100  centimeters  (shiiut  29^52 
by  89.37  Inches),  wetKhIng  about  16  kllograins  <ahout  85J!74  pimmbi)  per 
ream,  similar  to  sniuples  which  may  be  examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  dis- 
trict offices.    (Kefer  to  flle  No.  lOL) 

Clothespins  and  toilet  toaps.  No.  20490. — An  American  consular  officer  in  the 
United  KhiRiloni  rtfiortH  that  n  man  In  his  district  desirea  to  be  itlaced  la 
touch  with  American  manufacturers  or  raportera  €i  clothespins  and  tuUet 
soniM.    Itefereiice  Is  idven. 

Blectrietil  anpjaiea.  No.  20497.— A  Ann  In  Dmrnark  writes  tiint  It  Is  In  Qie 
market  for  all  klndn  nt  electrical  supplies  nnd  aiq>llancea  exc^  dymunoB, 
motf>rs.  and  transformers.   Reference  is  elven. 

OIoM,  No.  2049S. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Chile  writes  that  a  Ann  In 
his  distrUt  desires  to  communlcnte  with  American  innnufactnrem  and 
exporters  of  gliiss,  especially  window  glass.  Correspondence  may  be  In 
English. 

Flour  mUl,  Xo.  20409.— A  firm  In  Spain  ^vrltea  that  it  is  In  the  market  for  a 
snmtl  flour  mill  cnpiihle  of  producing  fnmi  100  to  500  pounds  of  flonr  per 
hour.  oi>ernte(l  by  a  giistillne  motor.  Catalogues,  price  lists,  and  full  infor- 
mation should  be  sent  iit  onca 

Fanop  f/oofit.  rfrw^r*.  priutitto  marhineri/,  etc..  No.  20500.— An  American  con- 
sular officer  In  India  rermrt-o  that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  be  placed 
In  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of  fancy  goods,  dresses  for  women, 
glas>*es.  nnd  prlntinc  machinery. 

Too/«.  hiirdware.  etc..  No.  20501, — A  flim  In  Ountemnla  Informs  an  American 
Cfmsular  officer  that  It  desires  to  comnmnlcate  with  American  manufac* 
tureni  of  tools,  generni  hanhvnre,  Iron  pipe,  paints,  plumbing  supplies  and 
maferlaK  plantntha:  machinery  ami  pupplles,  comiKated  fntlvnnlxeil  Inm, 
Iron  In  iMirs.  wire,  cutlery,  eta  It  Is  stated  Uiat  cosh  will  be  paid  against 
8hl|>plng  docmnenrs. 

Cement,  No.  20.^02. — The  commercial  attach?  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  in 
Clille  refMdts  that  a  firm  in  that  country  desires  to  represent  Anterlcan 
mannfncturera  of  cement.  It  Is  stntcil  that  the  cement  must  meet  the  re- 
qnlrenients  of  the  spec'ificntlons  inentlonefl  In  Couubbtb  RKmrra  for 
rehniiirv  14.  1916.  page  615,  which  will  he  Imined  upon  application  to  the 
Bureau  or  Its  district  offices.    (Refer  to  file  No.  10S8.) 

Ororcr*r.t  anri  prnri^tionn.  No.  2O"t03. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Venemela 
writes  that  a  commission  ncn'nt  In  that  country  desires  to  represent  Amol* 
can  exports  of  groceries  and  provisions. 

WAaHiNOTOM  :  ooTaainuxT  fbirtino  (unrics:  lutf 
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Rnask  lOM 

HO  BBinSH  KESTBICTIOH  OH  FRESH  FRUIT. 

ICnblegratn  from  American  Consot  General,  London.  Uar.  16.| 

The  British  import  restrictions  are  not  applicable  to  fresh  fruits, 
but  do  apply  to  canned,  bottled,  dried,  and  preserved  fruits. 

[For  prevloua  notices  reganllng  British  Import  restrlcttons  on  fruit,  see 
OuiKKBCK  Kkpobts  fOF  Feb.  17  nnd  Mar.  7  and  13. 1918.] 


AROEHTXNA'S  lUPORTS  OF  FERFUHES. 

(Vloe  Coiual  JobD  B.  Calvm,  BoenoB  Aires,  Feb.  10.] 

Very  little  perfume  is  manufactured  in  Argentina.  The  imports  of 
perfumes  in  this  counti-y  in  normal  times  amount  to  approxmiately 
$1^00,000  per  annum.  Of  this  77  per  cent  is  supplied  by  France,  10 
per  cent  by  Great  Britain,  6  per  cent  by  Germany,  and  the  remain- 
ing 7  per  cent  by  various  countries.  The  total  imports  of  per- 
fumes from  the  United  States  during  1913  were  valued  at  approxi- 
mately $25,000. 

The  French  hare  been  in  this  maricet  so  long  that  it  is  difficult  to 
say  just  what  success  American  perfumes  would  have  without  a  long 
and  patient  selling  campaign. 

[The  name  of  n  poswlble  representntlve  of  Amerlcnn  perfume  ninnufncturera 
In  BuenoH  Atren  niny  l)«  nhtnlneil  from  tiie  Biireitu  of  Foreign  and  IXimeBtic 
Commerce  or  its  district  offlcea.  Refer  to  file  No.  73080.] 


STUDYING  EXPOET  METHODS. 

Mr.  Rnvmond  Mtirsh,  assistant  secretary  of  the  Davenport  Com- 
meicial  Cliib,  Davenport,  Iowa,  nnd  Mr.  Willinm  P.  Flower,  of  the 
South  American  ngency  of  the  Southern  Kailwny,  Chattanooga, 
Tenn.,  are  in  Washington  to  study  the  methods  of  the  liurean  of 
Koi-eign  and  Domestic  Commerce  in  promoting  export  trade.  These 
gentlemen  are  in  charge  of  the  cooi)erative  branch  offices  which  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  has  opened  in  Davenport 
and  Chattanooga,  resi:  actively. 
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CPfvand  in  the  BnrMa  of  Fnalgn  and  Domertle  OMBmareB  ty  Jate  B.  AimUL] 

The  market  for  motor  vehicles  in  the  Philippines  oompares  well 
with  that  existing  in  almost  an;^  other  Oriental  oountrj.  In  JapaA 
and  China  the  number  in  use  is  almost  negligible^  and  in  Prnich 
Indo-China  very  small,  while  in  the  Dutch  territories  and  India 
proper,  though  somewhat  larger,  it  is  still  trifling  in  comparison 
with  the  area  and  population.  In  Ceylon,  a  prosperous  ana  fairly 
progressive  territory,  with  an  excellent  roaa  system  and  a  com- 
paratively large  European  and  part  European  population,  the 
number  of  cars  and  trucks  in  use  is  little  if  an^  greater  relatively 
than  in  the  Philippines;  and  in  the  Mala^  Peninsula  alone,  where 
conditions  are  those  of  a  boom  country,  can  it  be  said  that  the  market 
is  materially  better.  These  comparisons,  moreover,  *pply  only  to 
the  demand  for  vehicles  of  all  makes,  taken  together.  When  it  comes 
to  a  question  of  the  existing  or  probable  market  for  American  cars, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  Philippines  aro  immeasurably  ahead  oi 
every  other  part  of  the  east. 

SeasoM  for  tli«  BzliteiMe  of  a  6oo<  Ibxfcet 

The  relatively  large  demand  for  motor  vehicles  is  due  to  a  variety 
of  circumstances.  First,  although  the  Islands  are  not  so  highly  de- 
veloped economically  as  some  other  Oriental  countries,  tnetr  per 
capita  trade  is  about  the  same  as  that  of  Japan  or  the  Dutch  Kast 
Indies,  and  materially  greater  than  that  of  India  or  French  Indo* 
China ;  this  indicates  a  purchasing  power  which  is  a  very  important 
factor  in  the  demand.  Second,  the  Philippines  are  not  hampered,  as 
are  Japan  and  China,  by  the  custom  of  dependence  on  human  labor 
for  transportation,  and  by  the  narrow  roads  with  sharp  curves^steep 
fmides,  and  weak  bridges,  which  are  found  in  such  countries.  Third, 
the  people  are  much  less  conservative  than  those  of  most  other 
Oriental  lands.  The  upper  and  middle  classes  have  a  considerable 
strain  of  European  blocra;  they  feel  essentially  European  in  th^ 
civilization,  and  take  pride  in  showing  this  by  the  character  of  their 
expenditures.  There  are  no  relipous  or  caste  prejudices  to  hinder, 
and  comparatively  little  inclination  to  hoard  savings. 

The  relatively  great  demand  for  American  motor  vehicles  is  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  trade  has  grown  up  during  the  American  r^me, 
and  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  users  of  cars,  and  a  majority  of  the 
principal  importers,  have  been  Americans.  The  government  has  had 
occasion  to  purchase  many  motor  vehicles,  and  has  generally  pre- 
ferred Amencan  makes.  Finally,  there  is  the  tariflf  advantage.  All 
American  cars,  parts,  and  acoessories  enter  free^  while  those  of 
foreign  manufacture  are  subject  to  ad  valorem  duties  amounting,  in 
the  case  of  commercial  trucks,  to  15  per  cent  of  the  invoice  value;  in 
the  case  of  other  complete  vehicles,  to  20  per  cent;  and  in  the  case  of 
parts  and  accessories,  including  tires,  to  25  per  cent  These  things, 
taken  together,  were  sufficient,  even  before  the  war  had  largely  elimi- 
nated European  competition,  to  keep  about  three-fourths  m  the  total 
trade  in  the  hands  oz  American  manufscturera. 

lafort*     X«t«  TeUeles  aad  AoeesMriei, 

The  imports  of  motor  vehicles  have  been  afamm  giperrteiy  ia  the 
Fhilii^ane  customs  stetiatics  only  since  1911;  and  the  fignm  lor 
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tires  haTe  been  dH^tin^nshed  from  those  for  other  parts  and  occesso- 
riefi  only  since  1913.  In  the  tables  given  below  the  figures  are  for 
jears  ending  June  30,  as  this  makes  it  possible  to  bring  them  some- 
-what  more  up  to  date. 

The  following  are  the  figures  for  the  total  imports,  inchiding  spare 
parts,  tires,  ana  other  accessories,  for  the  period  mentioned: 


Yean  endlos  Jodb  31^ 

Unllod  Slat«s. 

France. 

All  DthW 

ooimir.eR. 

Total 

Value. 

Per 
cent. 

Value. 

Per 
cent. 

Value. 
S25.7I9 

le.aai 

32,627 
43, 2^12 
l.>,9j9 

Per 

etmt. 

itn  

m\.  113 

1,011.482 

;3e.3>5 

75.4 
75.1 
76.5 
Ti.9 
8S.8 

«U8.773 
161,202 
2JV.200 
314,447 
75,907 

30.9 
23.6 
30-7 
23.9 
9.3 

3.7 
2.3 
3.S 
3.3 
1.9 

r09.774 
7U,706 
1,167,940 
l.J73,171 
81K,211 

The  following  are  the  figures  for  the  imports  of  complete  vehicles, 
excluding  parts  and  accessories: 


Tmn  codbig  luoe  30— 

United  States. 

France, 

All  other 
countries. 

TotaL 

Num- 
ber. 

Valoe. 

Niim- 
Ler. 

Value. 

Num- 
ber. 

Value. 

Num- 
Lor. 

Valm. 

»14  

mi  

m 

291 
M4 
723 
444 

$427,622 
423,r,24 
719,795 
798,902 
434.262 

eo 

GO 

e9 

92 
18 

$122,937 
99,  Ul 
147,034 
19U,708 
32,858 

11 
S 
11 

le 

6 

Slfl.PlS 
12,095 
27,981 
24,223 
8,378 

429 
849 
624 
830 
467 

JM7, 177 
G3&,80» 
m,TU) 

1,01^  M 
47&,490 

Years  ending  June  91^ 

PwooDtigt  of  total  nhw. 

Averaga  price  of  n 
ported  from 

iUelcalB> 

\— 

United 
States. 

France. 

Allotlier 
rountries. 

United 
Elates. 

Prance. 

Anrottfr 
tries. 

7Gl4 
79.1 
80i2 
7&8 

ai.3 

2L7 
18.0 
10.7 
18.8 
8.9 

2.0 
3L3 
3.1 
14 
1.8 

81, 191 
1,450 
1,307 
1,10S 
■78 

33,084 
1,003 
2,108 
2,074 
1,823 

n,s2s 

1,S34 
1,431 
1,223 
1,018 

The  following  are  the  figures  for  the  imports  of  parts  and  aooes- 
eories,  including  tires: 

TflinaidfaisJtaM 
1ft- 

United  SUtes. 

Franoe. 

Ail  otber  countries. 

Total. 

Tires. 

Parte. 

Tires. 

Parte. 

Tires. 

I'arte. 

Tires. 

ni  

wn  

»I4  

8107,060 
113,  MS 

s3.<ao 

77,425 

Si 

8tn,.'S8S 
238,460 

835,  SM 
01,011 
23,502 
18,441 
9.034 

807,073 
l(B.238 
31,035 

115,101 
4,  MO 
3.094 
6,aK7 
830 

1? 

11,. 162 
U.733 
6,747 

8148,597 
178,397 

90.416 
Vtl,K» 

03,484 

S! 

UNO,  823 
256,138 
2:9,331 

•  Included  In  tbe  total  (or  parts. 

ExTaniloa  of  Importo—Zafluenee  of  Etiropeui  Wftr, 

The  total  imports  of  inctor  vehi<^es,  parts  and  accessories  increased 
yiery  sli^tly  in  1912  over  those  for  1911,  then  increased  about  65 
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per  cent  in  1913,  and  again  about  l^P^  cent     191^  and  finalfy 

decreased  about  28  per  cent  in  1915,  Tne  increases  in  1913  and  1914 
undoubtedly  represent  the  trend  of  the  trade  in  recent  years,  although 
the  former  was  somewhat  of  a  boom  period.  The  decrease  in  1915  u 
due  almost  altogether  to  the  European  war,  which  has  exercised  an 
indirect  influence  in  two  ways— by  disorganizing  the  shipping  facili- 
ties and  by  diminishing  the  purchasing  power  of  the  middle  and  up- 
per classes  of  natives  as  a  result  of  disturbances  in  the  EuropeuL 
markets  for  Philippine  staple  agricultural  products.  The  decreaaa 
was  more  temporary  than  appears  from  the  figures  as  given  abore, 
for  it  was  confined  almost  wholly  to  the  first  half  of  the  year,  or 
the  opening  months  of  the  war  (July-December,  1914).  The  im- 
ports for  that  period  were  valued  at  only  $289,099,  while  those  for 
the  second  half,  when  the  difficulties  with  regard  to  shipping  and  the 
export  markets  had  to  a  considerable  extent  righted  themselveSi 
amounted  to  $529,112,  indicating  a  very  decided  recovery. 

Figures  for  the  imports  of  complete  vehicles  are  given  separately] 
in  onier  that  the  quantities  and  valnes  imported  may  be  shown 
together.  This  makes  possible  a  comparison  of  average  prices;  and 
it  appears  that  these,  as  far  as  the  totals  for  all  countries  are  con- 
cerned, do  not  diange  greatly  from  one  year  to  another.  For  the 
five  years  shown  the  average  price  per  venicle  was  $1,^3. 

As  to  parts  and  access(M>ies,  it  should  be  noted  that  imports  of  tires 
iincreased  in  1915  as  compared  with  1914,  while  the  figures  for  com- 
plete vdiicles  and  for  other  parts  and  accessories  for  the  same 
year  ^ow  consdra^ble  decreases. 
In^orts  from  the  United  Statei  and  France. 

From  1911  to  1914  the  United  States  controlled  about  three- 
fourths  of  the  total  trade.  The  only  serious  cMnpetitor  was  France, 
and  the  two  together  supplied  about  97  per  cent  of  the  imports. 
Under  these  circumstances  the  war  has  conferred  something  very 
near  a  monopoly  on  this  country,  for  in  1915  nearly  nine-tenths  of 
the  total  imports,  more  than  nine-tenths  of  the  complete  vehicles,  and 
85  per  cent  of  the  tires  were  of  American  origin.  The  feet  that 
these  increases  are  primarily  the  result  of  war  conditions  makes  it 
difficult  to  judge  of  the  permanence  of  the  change.  Sooner  or  later 
French  competition  will  be  restored,  and  choice  between  American 
and  French  makes  will  again  become  a  question  of  their  relative 
attractiveness  to  the  various  classes  of  purchasers. 
KelAtlTe  Humbert  of  Hattve  and  Foreign  Furohaien. 

So  far  ns  the  future  demand  originates  with  the  local  Government 
and  the  American  community,  this  point  is  not  of  much  importance, 
for  botii  of  these  will  always  buy  from  the  United  States  bv  prefer^ 
ence.  At  present  the  i>roportion  of  the  trade  which  de^nds  on  one 
or  the  other  of  these  is  fairly  large  in  comparison  with  the  total 
number  of  motor  vehicles  in  use ;  for  they  are  better  able  to  purchase 
and  much  less  conservative  than  any  considerable  class  of  natives. 
Exact  figures  are  not  available  as  to  the  proportiMis  of  motor  vehi- 
cles licensed  by  the  various  nationalities,  out  from  the  names  of  the 
licensees  it  may  be  estimated  that,  during  the  last  two  years,  betwem 
5  and  10  per  cent  of  the  cam  and  tmdcs  registered  have  been  the 
proper^  of  tbe  GoTtnuneiit;  aad  that  of      ramaiiidar  aeurly  half 
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'(^flbont  45  per  cent)  have  been  owned  by  American  or  European 
ihdividtmls  or  firms  (exclueive  of  Spaniards).  The  names  of 
Spaniards  can  not  be  distinguished  from  those  of  natives;  but,  as 
pnictically  all  the  Spaniards  now  in  the  islands  are  permanent  resi- 
dents, this  is  not  a  matter  of  much  importance.  The  purchases  by 
Americans  and  other  Europeans  represent,  of  course,  the  demand  of 
a  (liictuatins  foreign  community,  the  rize  and  prosperity  of  which 
"will  depend  largely  on  the  future  expansion  of  the  trade  of  the 
islands  and  on  outer  conditions.  So  far  as  these  purchases  originate 
vihh  members  of  the  civil  service  and  the  army,  they  form  an  ele- 
ment of  uncertainty;  so  far  as  they  represent  expenditures  on  the 
part  of  large  commercial  firms  and  their  European  or  Antcrican 
staffs,  thev  will  be  relatively  permanent.  In  any  case,  if  there  is  to 
be  a  really  great  expansion  m  the  demand  of  the  future,  it  must 
depend  in  an  increasing  degree  on  the  native  buyer;  and  his  selection 
of  cai-s  or  tnicks  will  be  largely  a  matter  of  the  relative  suitability 
of  the  American  and  European  makes  for  local  conditions. 

Demand  for  AmerleaB  Kakes— Xvnalxniti  and  Touring  Can. 

As  regards  nmabouts  of  low  and  medium  price,  the  American 
makes  have  no  competitors  in  the  Philippines.  They  are  adapted  in 
every  way  to  local  needs,  and  their  cost  is  within  the  purchasing 
power  of  nearly  all  prospective  buyers.  They  have  good  power  and 
speed,  and  are  simple,  easv  to  handle,  comfortable,  li^t  with  good 
clearance,  reliable^  and  sufficiently  durable. 

As  regards  tonnng  cars,  it  is  necessary  to  distinguish  between  the 
low,  the  medium,  and  the  high  priced.  In  the  case  of  the  firet  the 
demand  is  entirely  for  American  makes,  as  there  are  no  foreign  cars 
sold  at  competitive  prices.  Very  nearly  the  same  is  true  as  rej^ards 
the  medium  priced,  because,  with  the  sole  exception  of  durability, 
the  buyer  of  an  American  touring  car  of  this  class  gets  more  for 
his  money  than  would  be  the  case  with  one  of  European  make:  and 
in  the  Philippines  such  purchasers  look  forward  to  buying  a  new  car 
nt  the  end  of  four  years  at  the  latest.  The  American  car  of  this 
class  is  also  better  designed  for  work  in  the  Philippines,  being  ligliter 
and  more  powerful,  and  having  better  clearance.  The  number  of 
bigh-priced  touring  cars  is  small,  and  they  have  been,  apart  from  the 
changes  caused  by  the  war,  almost  entirely  of  foreign  origin:  the 
reason  for  this  is  that  the  only  persons  who  can  afford  to  buy  them 
are  members  of  wealthy  families  of  native  or  mixed  blood  whose 
Editions  and  training  are  entirely  Spanish  and  French. 

In  the  past  the  motor  car  dealers  in  Manila  did  not  attempt  very 
strenuously  to  overcome  this  leaning  to  foreign  cars  on  the  part  of 
wealthy  purchapcrp.  Only  three  high-priced  American  ours  )ind 
active  agencies  in  Manila,  and  of  these  only  one  (for  a  car  selling 
at  home  for  $3,500)  was  held  by  an  American  firm.  The  hame  firm 
also  sold  an  expensive  foreign  car,  and  it  of  course  made  little  dif- 
ference to  them  in  which  they  dealt.  Tlie  foreign  firms  had  not  yet 
imported  the  higher  class  American  cars,  and  naturally  preferred 
to  f^ell  the  European  makes.  It  was  thought  likely  then  that  the 
demonstration  of  a  luxurious,  high-priced  American  touring  car* 
might  overcome  this  tendency;  and  it  is  possible,  in  view  of  the 
recent  great  increase  in  the  proportion  of  imports  coming  from  the 
United  States,  that  something  of  the  kind  has  taken  place.  Even  if 
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it  has,  it  is  important  that  the  manufacturers  who  profit  bj  it  ahouH 
take  measures  to  see  that,  whai  the  war  comes  to  an  end  and  foreign 
competition  is  restored,  they  are  in  a  positicm  to  hold  any  gains  the/ 
may  have  made. 

DeBuad  for  Ameiioan  Hakes — Oomaurdal  Tmoks. 

As  regards  commercial  trucks,  the  designs  of  the  foreign  and 
American  makes  are  about  equally  suited  for  ordinary  work  in  the 
Philippines,  and  the  purchaser  buys  whichever  he  considers  the  roost 
economical  and  reliable  for  his  purposes.  As  a  result  the  general 
market  for  trucks,  under  normal  conditituis,  was  about  equalf/ 
divided  between  this  country  and  Europe.  Li^t  delivery  trucra 
were  mainly  American  l>ecause  of  their  low  first  cost  and  economy  of 
operation;  and  the  same  was,  for  the  most  part,  true  of  trucks  of 
from  1  to  3  tons  capacity.  Those  of  larger  size,  however — hitherto 
mostly  confined  to  Manila,  were  mainly  of  foreign  manufacture,  be* 
cause  the  firms  using  them  were  European,  because  the  American 
trucks  imported  had  proved  rather  more  expensive  to  operate,  and 
because  the  foreign  makes  still  had  in  the  Philippines  the  reputation 
of  being  of  better  material  and  workmanship.  Since  the  beginnin£^ 
of  the  war  this  situation  has  been  altered  in  favor  of  the  United 
States;  but  as  in  the  case  of  high-priced  touring  cars,  it  should  not 
be  considered  absolutely  certain  that  such  gains  will  be  held  wiUious 
special  effort. 

One  particular  case  in  which  European  motor  vehicles  were  delib- 
erately chosen  in  competition  with  American  deserves  special  men- 
tion. When  the  Government  desired  to  purchase  a  number  of  gaso- 
line trucks  for  operation  on  the  heavy-graded  Uenguet  road,  running 
up  into  the  mountains  some  IGO  miles  north  of  Manila,  it  was  found 
that  the  builders  of  a  certain  French  truck  were  willing  to  modify 
their  standard  design  in  accordance  with  the  ideas  of  the  officials  in 
charge  of  the  project,  who  knew  from  experience  the  demands  of  this 
special  service.  Only  one  American  manufacturer  was  willing  to  do 
tnis,  and  four  trucks  were  purchased  from  him;  but  they  proved 
unequal  to  the  severe  conditioiu  to  which  they  were  subjeeteo. 
tht  Karket  for  Tlreft— XHfflcaltleB  with  Anwrieaa  Xakei. 

The  percentage  of  tires  supplied  by  the  United  States  has  tended, 
in  normal  times,  to  be  much  smaller  than  the  corresponding  propor- 
tion of  the  total  imports,  or  of  those  of  complete  vehicles.  In  1913 
it  was  less  than  62  per  cent,  and  in  1914  only  54,  while  the  percentages 
of  French  origin  lor  the  same  years  were  approximately  37  and  43. 
The  war  has,  of  course,  changed  this  situation,  and  in  1915  the  United 
States  supplied  85  per  cent  of  the  tires  imported,  and  France  only 
12  per  cent. 

'rhe  comparatively  small  share  secured  by  this  country  prior  to 
the  war  is  claimed  to  have  been  the  result  of  the  unsatisfactoiy 
American  methods  of  packing  for  export  to  the  Tropics.  French  tires 
were  exported  to  the  Philippines  each  closely  wrapped  in  cloth- 
backed,  moisture-proof,  black  paper  to  protect  them  from  light  and 
dampness  while  in  transit  and  in  stock.  Thb  is  a  matter  of  great 
importance,  for  the  damp  heat  of  many  tropical  countries  caoses 
rapid  deterioration  in  rubber.  At  the  same  time  it  was  complained 
hat  American  manufacturers  not  only  failed  to  pack  tites  ptogwifi 
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But  also. sent  out  old  stock.  Since  the  gain  for  American  tires  dnring 
^e  last  year  shown  in  the  table  has  been  primarily  the  result  of  the 
■war,  it  can  not  be  definitely  stated  whether  any  progress  has  been 
made  within  the  last  year  or  so  in  meeting  these  criticisms.  The 
subject  should  receive  the  careful  attention  of  tire  manufacturers, 
for  not  only  is  the  Philippine  market  for  tireS  worthy  of  seriouy  con- 
sideration, but  it  is  also  evident  that  the  statements  made  appi^  to 
a  ^reat  extent  to  the  tire  trade  in  ali  countries  with  a  damp  tropical 
climate. 

HnnlMr  of  Motor  Vehicles  in  TTse— French  and  American  Kakes. 

On  June  30, 1915^  the  total  number  of  motor  vehicles  (exclusive  of 
xnotopcycles  and  tricycles)  registered  in  the  Philippines  was  2,902. 
Of  these  475  were  motor  trucks,  and  the  remainder  primarily  pas- 
Bcnger  vehicles.  The  fact  that  about  one-sixth  of  the  total  were 
trucks  is  worth  noting,  for  it  is  a  large  proportion  for  an  oriental 
country,  and  indicates  that  the  market  for  commercial  motor  vehicles 
in  the  Philippines  is  one  that  it  will  pay  manufacturers  to  watch. 
The  methods  of  handling  and  transpoitin^  freight  in  the  East  are 
ordinarily  marked  by  extreme  conservatism  and  by  an  obstinate 
belief  on  the  pait  of  the  mercantile  community,  European  as  well  as 
native,  .in  the  economy  of  the  low-paid  native  hand  labor  as  com- 
pared  with  new-fangled  innovations.  It  is  therefore  a  fact  of  some 
importance  when  figures  show  that  this  attitude  in  any  particular 
place  has  begim  to  change.  There  are  no  very  recent  figures  for 
comparison  with  any  other  oriental  countries,  but  it  is  known  that 


trucks  in  use  out  of  a  total  of  about  320  motor  vehicles.  Until  very 
recently  the  use  of  motor  trucks  in  the  Philii>pines  has  been  prac- 
tically confined  to  Manila,  but  now  the  building  of  su^r  centrals 
and  tne  construction  of  roads  into  the  hemp- producing  districts  have 
begun  to  make  practicable  and  profitable  their  use  in  the  Provinces* 
and  there  are  many  signs  that  the  market  thus  opened  up  is  likely 
to  be  good. 

An  analysis  of  the  registrations  in  force  on  June  30,  1915,  shows 
that  of  the  2,902  cars  and  trucks  in  use,  2,167,  or  about  three- fourths, 
"were  divided  among  16  especially  popular  and  well-advertised 
makes,  while  the  remainder  represented  no  less  than  109  manufac- 
turers, only  15  of  whom  had  sold  more  than  10  vehicles.  The  2,167 


representative  of  the  general  demand.  Of  the  makes,  13  were  Ameri- 
can and  3  French;  and  of  the  cars  and  trucks  themselves,  1,990 
■were  of  the  former  nationality  and  277  of  the  latter.  The  compara- 
tively small  number  of  French  cars  is  explained  by  the  fact,  already 
brought  out,  that  the  manufacturers  of  that  country  mainly  supply 
the  demand  for  high-priced  touring  cars  and  heavy  trucks.  Oi  the 
American  vehicles,  between  750  and  1,000  were  the  product  of  three 
or  four  well-known  factories  that  specialize  in  light  touring  cars 
and  runabouts. 

A  complete  list  of  all  motor  vehicles  in  use  in  the  Philippines, 
showing  the  makes  and  horsepowers  and  the  names  of  the  owners, 
is  published  from  time  to  time  by  the  Estrella  Auto  Palace,  a  local 
importing  house,  under  the  title  of  the  Philippine  Automobile  Direc- 
tory. A  copy  of  the  1915  issue  will  be  loaned  by  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Conunerce.  Befer  to  file  Ko.  863. 


were  only  15  commercial 
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therefore,  be  taken  as  reasonably  ■ 
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Tbe  BMid  SyiteiB— Jlflwige  ud  Bxpemilton. 

The  road  system  of  the  Philippines,  tiiongh  of  yvtj  reeeat  «ngiai^ 
and  not  comparable  in  extent  with  thoee  of  a  number  of  o^er -tropi- 
cal dependencies,  is  still  good.  The  roads  for  wheeled  Tehicles  ar» 
divided  into  three  classes,  which  are  officiallj  distinguished  as  fol- 
lows: First  class,  those  which  "possess  substantial  foundations  and 
a  durable  and  continuous  surfacing  " ;  second-class  roads,  those  "  par- 
tially or  naturally  surfaced  and  continuously  open  to  productiTe 
vehicle  traffic";  third  class,  all  not  comprised  in  the  two  preceding. 

On  December  31,  1914,  the  mileage  in  existence  (nearly  aU  builk 
or  rebuilt  in  the  last  seven  or  eight  years)  was  as  follows:  Firs^ 
class,  1,593  miles;  second  class,  1,274  miles;  third  class,  1,901  miles. 
The  following  figures  for  the  mileage  of  first-class  roads  since  1908 
show  the  rapid  annual  increase:  1908, 247;  1909, 344;  1910,  570;  I91L 
884;  1912,  1,106;  1913,  1,265;  1914,  1,593.  There  were  also  in  exist- 
enoe  on  December  31, 1914,  6,205  durable  bridges  and  culverts  of  mil 
classes,  with  a  total  span  of  78,051  feet. 

The  total  expenditure  upon  the  construction  and  maintenance  of 
roads  and  bridges  has  run,  during  the  calender  years  from  1911  to 
1914,  from  $2,200,000  to  $2,600,000;  and  the  expenditure  upon  road 
maintenance  (excluding  the  heavy  and  temporary  item  of  repair* 
upon  the  Benguet  road)  from  $475,000  to  $750,000.  This  ©xpeodituro 
is  partly  from  the  funds  of  the  insular  or  central  government,  and 
partly  from  those  of  the  Provinces.  Nearly  all  the  latter  impose  a 
"  c^dula,**  or  poll  tax^  of  $0.50  per  year  on  males  of  all  ages  from  18 
to  60,  the  proceeds  oi  which  are  entirely  devoted  to  road  and  bridge 
■work. 

DUtrlbntlmi  of  the  &Md  XUei^e—Ztlaad  of  Luon. 

The  distribution  of  the  road  mileage  amtmg  the  various  parts  of 
the  Archipelago  is  not  at  all  imiform.  Roughly  speaking,  the  island 
divide  themselves  into  three  parts,  and  these  furnish  a  conrenient 
basis  for  describing  the  main  features  of  the  road  system.  They  are: 
First,  the  island  of  Luzon,  the  largest  of  all,  with  many  adjacent 
small  islands  j  second,  the  Visayas,  south  of  Luzon,  which  include  the 
six  medium-sized  islands  of  Panay,  Negros,  Cebu,  Bohol,  Leyte,  and 
Samar,  and  many  smaller  ones;  and  third,  tiie  island  of  AGndanao 
(the  second  largest) ,  with  the  Sulu  group  to  tiie  west  of  it.  This  does 
not  take  into  account  the  comparatively  large  islands  of  Palawan 
and  Mindoro;  but  these  are  so  undeveloped  as  to  be  of  no  importance 
in  the  present  connection. 

The  first,  or  Luzon,  group,  has  «n  area  of  about  44,700  square  miles^ 
and  an  estimated  population  of  4,850,000,  of  whom  about  4.285,000 
are  relatively  civilized  and  live  for  the  most  part  in  the  regions 
served  by  the  road  system.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  it  consists  mainly 
of  the  largest  and  most  populous  island  of  the  Archipelago,  and  the 
one  which,  considering  its  area,  is  least  cut  up  by  mountains,  this 
part  of  the  Philippines  has  received  the  most  attention  in  the  matter 
of  road  construction.  When  the  latest  available  figures  were  com- 
piled this  section  had  about  59  per  cent  of  the  total  road  mileage, 
and  about  64  per  cent  of  those  of  the  first  class.  All  but  a  very  anall 
fraction  of  this  is  on  Luzon.  The  principal  sections  of  the  first-class 
mileage  are  still  somewhat  disconnec^ea,  but  are  beiuff  nvdually 
linked  up  to  form  two  main  hij^ways  running  prac^ealfy  uie  irhoh 
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length  of  the  island  north  and  south  of  Manila— ftbont  S45  miles  in 
the  former  direction  and  375  in  the  latter — with  Buch  branches  and 
feeders  as  the  distribution  of  the  population  demand&  A  large  part 
of  the  main  north  road  is  alreadv  completed,  and  the  whole  can 
now,  under  favorable  conditions,  be  used  b^  motor  vehiclea  The 
same  is  true  of  the  northern  and  of  most  of  the  southern  tiiirds  of 
the  main  south  road;  but  the  middle  section  of  this,  which  traverses 
a  ru^ed  and  thinly  populated  district,  has  hardly  been  begun. 
Soadi  In  the  Yltayat,  Xlndanao,  and  Bnhu 

The  second  group  of  islands,  that  is,  the  Visayas,  have  an  area  of 
about  22,300  square  miles  and  an  estimated  population  of  3,240,000, 
of  whom  all  but  35,000  or  40,000  are  relatively  civilized.  The  pro- 
portion of  road  mileage  to  that  in  Luzon  is,  however,  comparatively 
small,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  bulk  of  the  people  are  distributed 
among  half  a  dozen  fairly  large  islands,  all  of  which  are  quite  ruggeil 
and  iU  adapted  for  road  building.  The  centers  of  population,  more- 
over, are  practically  all-on  the  coasts,  and  the  greater  part  of  the 
local  traffic  therefore  easily  carried  on  by  water.  Most  of  the  road9 
in  these  islands  are  consequently  built  in  short  sections,  and  of  the 
total  road  mileage  of  all  classes  they  had  at  last  accounts  34  per  cent, 
and  about  the  same  of  those  of  the  first  class. 

The  third  group,  consisting  of  Mindanao  and  the  Sulu  Islands,  has 
an  area  larger  than  that  of  the  Visayas,  and  Mindanao  itself  otfers 

})lenty  of  opportunity  for  the  construction  of  roads;  but  the  ()opu- 
ation  is  so  sparse  and  consists  in  so  large  a  proportion  of  uncivilized 
people,  that  the  roads  at  present  in  existence  form  only  7  per  cent  oi 
those  of  all  classes  and  not  much  over  1  per  cent  of  those  of  the  first 
class. 

Effect  of  Climate  on  Eoads — Stream  Crosslngi — Grades. 

The  use  of  this  road  system  by  motor  vehicles  is  considerably 
affected  by  climatic  conditions.  In  Luzon  and  the  Visayas  there  are 
two  distinct  seasons,  the  dry  and  the  rainy.  To  the  west  of  the  main 
mountain  chain  of  the  former  section,  and  in  the  western  islands  of 
the  latter,  the  dry  season  lasts  approximately  from  the  middle  of 
Noxember  to  the  middle  of  June,  while  the  rainy  occupies  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year.  In  the  eastern  districts — which  are  much  less 
important  than  the  western  and  contahi  a  relatively  small  part  of 
the  road  mileage — the  seasons  are  reversed.  In  Mindanao  and  the 
Sulu  group  the  rainfall  is  distributed  fairly  evenly  tliroughout  the 
year. 

The  first-class  roads  are  always  passable  and  during  the  dry  sea- 
son all  of  the  second  class  can  be  used  bv  motor  vehicles,  though  a 
large  proportion  of  them  are  rough.  During  the  rainy  season  all  but 
the  most  heavily  surfaced  and  best  drained  roads  become  saturated, 
and  at  this  time  probaWy  not  more  than  10  per  cent  of  the  second- 
class  mileage  can  he  called  passable  for  motor  vehicles.  Only  a  small 
proportion  of  the  third-class  roads  are  ever  available  for  motor 
traffic. 

.  Another  general  condition  of  great  importance  in  connectinn  with 
the  use  of  the  Philippine  road  system  by  motor  vehicles  relates  to 
the  crossing  of  streams.  Though  the  Islands  have  few  Irng  oi*  im- 
portant rivers,  the  streams  of  some  size  are  very  numerous:  and, 
though  many  of  them  are  comparatively  easily  forded  in  the  dry  sea- 
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■on,  B  very  large  nnmber  form  seriouB  obstroctionf  to  traffic  dtmngtiie 

rainy  months.  On  the  first-class  roads  most  of  the  largest  riTcrs  are 
now  spanned  by  permanent  stmctures  of  coocr^  or  steel,  and  the 
lemainins  deficiencies  in  this  respect  are  being  made  up  as  rapidly 
aa  possible;  but  on  the  second-class  sections,  even  on  some  important 
highways,  there  are  still  many  crossings  unprovided  for.  It  is  not 
always  possible  to  ford  these  places  even  in  the  dry  season;  some 
are  too  deep,  some  have  too  soft  a  bottom,  and  some  too  steep  banks. 
In  many  cases  a  bamboo  raft  ferry  is  the  only  possible  recourse,  and 
this  method  is  slow  and  not  always  practicable. 

Apart  from  this  question  of  stream  crossings,  there  are  no  serious 
obstacles  to  motor  traffic  on  the  better  roads  nf  the  Philippines.  Not 
more  than  6  per  cent  of  the  total  first  and  second  class  mileage  can 
be  called  hilly,  and  no  other  sections  require  special  power  or  un- 
usually  low  gearing.  The  6  per  cent  referred  to  includes  two  roads 
leading  from  the  plains  of  Luzon  into  the  mountains  of  the  north, 
one  of  them  rising  4,500  feet  in  21  miles  with  a  maximum  grade  of 
15  per  cent,  and  the  other  with  25  per  cent  grades;  a  section  on  the 
mam  road  south  of  Manila  in  the  narrowest  part  of  the  Island  of 
Luzon,  where  there  are  two  20  per  cent  grades;  and  one  not  veiy 
important  read  which  crosses  the  Island  of  Cebu. 

In  general  it  may  be  said  that  the  first  class  roads  are  equal  to  any 
macadam  highways  in  the  United  States,  while  the  second  class  are 
^ruperior  to  the  average  country  road  at  home.  The  system  of  main- 
tenance has  for  some  years  b^n  reasonably  efficient,  although,  as  most 
of  the  roads  were  designed  originally  for  horse-drawn  and  light  motor 
vehicles,  the  advent  of  heavy  motor  traffic  has  demonstrat&T that  ths 
methods  of  surfacing  adopted  in  the  past  are  not  Hkely  to  be  adequate 
for  future  conditions.  Tnis  problem  has  not  yet  been  wholly  solved, 
because  there  is  a  scarcity  of  good  surfacing  material,  and  the  wear 
and  tear  during  the  rainy  season  is  very  great.  The  remedy  of  oiling 
the  surface  has  been  tried,  and  is  understood  to  have  worked  welL 
Improvements  are  also  being  effected  by  bringing  important  roads  to 
a  standard  width  of  about  50  feet,  and  increasing  the  radii  of  curves 
wherever  possible  to  permit  an  unobstructed  view  for  300  feet.  It  is 
not  unlikely  that  new  legislation  covering  speeds,  types,  and  widths 
of  tires,  diameters  of  wheels,  amounts  of  loads,  and  the  di^msitioa 
pf  passengers  will  be  obtained  in  the  near  future. 

ftnaUUet  Needed  in  Kotor  Vehlelei  Vader  Pmuppiae  Coaditloaf. 

To  describe  the  types  of  vehicles  most  likely  to  find  a  sale  involves 
in  the  first  place  a  distinction  between  Manila  and  the  Provinces. 
With  regard  to  the  former  there  is  little  to  be  said,  for  the  conditions 
encountered  are  practically  the  same  as  in  any  small  city  in  the 
United  States,  and  the  make  and  t^pe  of  car  to  be  purchased  depends 
Entirely  upon  the  use  to  which  it  is  to  be  put  and  the  means  of  tike 
purchaser. 

In  the  Provinces  it  is  different  While  the  roads  are  decidedly 
good,  the  choice  of  types  is  somewhat  limited  by  the  lack  of  bridges 
mid  of  garage  and  repair  facilities.  Motor  vehicles  of  all  classes 
should  be  light  but  of  unquestioned  8trength||With  regulation  tread, 
moderate  wheel  base,  and  good  clearance.  The  motor  shoald  han 
medium  power  and,  above  ul,  be  simple  in  design  ami  easafy 
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ble.  ThiB  last  applies  to  all  units  of  the  chassis  and  is  important 
because  of  the  scarcity  of  expert  chauffeurs  and  mechanics.  The 
lubrication  should  be  as  far  as  possible  automatic,  and  vehicles  which 
are  not  to  be  operated  on  regular  runs  should  have  fuel  tanks  of  lari^e 
capacity.  The  rule  of  the  road  require  passing  to  the  left,  and  it 
is  therefore  desirable  to  hare  the  steering  wheel  on  the  right  of  the 
car.  The  brakes  should  be  large  and  quick  acting  and  the  control 
simple  nnd  convenient,  as  tlie  drivers  of  country  vehicles  and  the 
ponies  that  pull  them  ore  very  erratic,  while  the  village  streets  are 
thickly  sprinkled  with  children,  chickens,  dogs,  and  pigs.  Ail  elec- 
trical wiring  should  be  thoroughly  insulated,  or  the  driving  tropical 
rains  will  cause  short  circuits  and  grounds. 
Speelal  Conditions  with  Xegard  to  Equipment  and  Finish. 

The  equipment  should  comprise  the  usual  two  headlights  nnd  gen- 
erator, two  side  lights  and  tail  light,  horn,  top,  side  curtains,  wind 
shield,  complete  tool  kit,  extra  tire  nnd  rim,  pump  and  jack,  and  a 
long  stout  tow  rope,  so  that  a  buffalo  can  be  utilized  in  crossin;^  a 
stream  or  in  case  of  accident.  On  the  general  principle  of  simplicity 
already  referred  to,  acetylene  lighting  is  preferable  to  electric.  An 
ordinary  horn  with  a  very  low  note  is  the  best.  The  top  is  a  neces- 
sity at  practically  all  times  except  the  nights  of  the  dry  season. 
During  the  wet  season  it  may  rain  at  any  moment,  and  during  pleas- 
ant weather  in  the  daytime  the  sun  is  too  powerful  for  comfort  with- 
out a  top.  Owing  to  the  suddenness  and  weight  of  the  showers,  which 
are  often  accompanied  by  a  driving  wind,  side  curtains  which  ean 
be  quickly  and  eafflly  adjusted  without  leaving  the  car  are  a  necessity. 
Top  and  curtains  snonld  be  of  extra  good  quality  and  workmanship 
and  so  designed  as  to  be  absolutely  watertight,  regordless  of  the 
direction  from  which  the  water  comes,  for  tropical  rains  are  vastly 
different  from  any  in  this  country. 

In  a  country  where  there  is  no  cold  weather  to  make  difficulty  in 
cranking  a  motor,  one  ^reat  advantage  in  using  self-starters  is  lost, 
and,  as  already  stated,  it  is  better  on  general  principles  to  have  as 
few  complications  in  a  car  as  possible.  At  the  same  time  it  is  likely 
that  a  car  with  a  self-starter  will  find  a  more  ready  sale  than  one 
■without. 

'  The  Philippine  climate  is  very  severe  on  the  finiFh  of  a  car,  and 
thot  feature  should  therefore  be  especinlly  durable.  No  one  style 
of  finish  is  conspicuously  popular  with  any  particular  claps  of  buyers, 
though  a  strip  of  color  around  the  top  of  the  body  nnd  nn  ornament 
of  seme  kind  on  the  radiator  cap  are  likely  to  attract  Filipinos. 

Kunabouti;  and  touring  cars  are  ordinarily  sold  complete.  Tnicks 
are  sold  both  with  body,  and  in  the  form  of  chassis  witn  tires.  Com- 
mercial trucks  in  the  provinces,  both  for  passengei's  and  freight, 
usually  require  a  s]jecial  type  of  body  for  the  work  they  are  to  do, 
and  OS  these  can  be  built  very  well  locally,  the  purchaser  generalfy 
prefers  to  buy  the  chassis  only. 
Motive  Power — Price  and  Snpply  of  OasoUne. 

With  the  exception  of  a  very  few  steain  traction  wagons,  and  some 
60  or  70  electric  trucks  in  Manila,  all  motor  vehicles  operate  on  gaso- 
line. The  facilities  for  recharging  electric  vehicles  are  naturally 
limited  to  a  few  of  the  larger  towns.  Tests  have  been  made  with 
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hmsxiM  and  denatnred  alcohol  (tiie  Utter  eoold  be  produced  verj 
cheaplj  in  the  Philippines),  but  neither  has  proTed  satisfactorf 
enough  to  bring  about  any  chan^  of  importance.  The  price  of  gaso- 
line has  varied  greatly  from  time  to  time,  but  before  the  war  it 
tended  to  retail  for  about  $3.20  per  10-^Uon  case.  There  is  no  in- 
formation at  hand  as  to  recent  changes  in  price,  but  it  is  very  poe- 
Bible  that  such  have  taken  place  as  the  result  of  shipping  and  other 
conditions.  In  the  provinces  the  fre^bt  fnun  Manila  mu^,  of  courssi 
be  added  to  the  rulmg  price.  Gasoline  can  now  be  procured  in  prao* 
tically  all  the  larger  towns.  There  is  an  internal  revenue  ta!x  on 
motor  spirits,  which  must  be  paid  before  they  are  removed  from  the 
customs  by  the  importer.  The  rate  is  3  centavoa  per  liter,  or  about 
6i  crats  per  gallon. 
PaelUtlet  for  XakliiK  Bepairt. 

In  Manila  the  facilities  for  making  repairs  are  satisfactory.  There 
are  a  number  of  concerns  each  handling  the  agencies  for  several  dif- 
ferent makes  of  American  and  foreign  cars,  in  connection  with  whidk 
they  keep  on  hand  large  stocks  oi  spare  parts  and  operate  repair 
fihbps.  There  are  also  several  large  machine  ^ops  capaole  of  under- 
taking any  major  repair,  and  g<wd  coachbuilders  capable  of  doing 
Btij  body  work  required.  In  Iloilo  and  Cebu  (50,000  to  60,000  popu- 
lation each)  there  are  also  repair  and  mai^ine  shops,  and  spare  parts 
are  kept  on  hand,  though  not  in  such  variety  as  in  Manila.  In 
Baguio,  the  mountain  resort  in  northern  Luzon,  the  Philippine  Bn-r 
reau  of  Public  Works  maintains  a  complete  garage  and  re{wir  shopw 
Fair  facilities  for  executing  repairs  are  also  to  be  found  in  the  towns 
of  Lin^yen  (north  central  Luzon),  Lucena  (south  central  Luzon), 
Legaspi  (southern  Luzon),  and  Tacloban  (Island  of  Leyte),  ami 
peniaps  in  a  very  few  other  places;  but  outside  of  these  there  are  nons 
to  speak  of. 

tapply  and  QnaUfloatlons  of  Chauffevn — Tralninff  of  mipinoi. 

The  situation  as  regards  chauffeurs  is  only  fairly  satisfactory. 
Apart  from  those  in  the  Army,  and  a  few  in  Manila  who  operate 
pnvate  or  rented  cars  as  public  vehicles,  there  are  no  Americans  or 
Europeans  employed  in  this  capacity,  and  no  openings  for  them.  As 
r^ards  native  chauffeur^  the  importation  of  autom<^iles  has  so  far 
outdistanced  the  training  facilities  that  efficient  and  reliable  m^  are 
hard  to  obtain.  The  Philippine  School  of  Arts  and  Trades  is  the 
only  institution  giving  any  regular  instruction,  and  it  can  not  turn 
out  men  nearly  fast  enough  to  supply  the  demand.  As  a  consequence 
there  are  many  irresponsible  drivers  who  have  picked  up  just  enough 
knowledge  to  obtain  a  license.  When  really  well  trained  and  givoik 
inducements  of  some  kind  to  take  interest  in  the  proper  upkeep  of 
their  cars  Filipinos  make  very  good  chauffeurs.  They  are  quidi  to 
learn  to  use  machinery,  although  apt  to  be  rou^  in  handling  it,  and 
they  should  not  be  expected  to  deal  with  unnecessary  oomplicationa 
They  almost  invariably  possess  the  essential  qualification  of  sobriety. 
On  the  Benguet  automobile  line,  a  freight  and  passenger  service  on 
a  mountain  road,  demanding  skill  and  nerve  on  the  part  of  chauf- 
feurs, properly  trained  F'ilipmos  were  found  to  be  very  satisfactory. 
Ordinary  native  chauffeurs  get  $20  to  $30  a  month;  thofie  with  more 
training  $30  to  $50,  accordi^  to  their  experience. 
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Op^ortnnltlM  for  the  Operation  of  Motor  Yehloles  Over  Keffnlar  Bovtet. 

The  ruggedness  of  a  great  part  of  the  surface  of  the  islands,  in 
combination  with  the  climate,  makes  railroad  building  very  slow  and 
expensive;  and  there  is  no  prospect  that  there  wilfever  be,  as  in 
most  pails  of  the  United  States,  a  network  of  steam  lines  reaching 
practically  every  large  village.  It  is  likely,  therefore,  that  a  good 
part  of  the  traffic  which  feeds  the  main  lines  of  railroad  can  be  ad- 
vantageously carried  on  by  motor  cars  and  trucks  operating  over 
regular  routes.  The  roads  are  i-eady  for  them,  the  investment  of 
capital  required  for  a  short  route  is  moderate,  and  the  companies 
that  have  so  far  started  operations  have  found  the  people  eager  to 
take  advantage  of  the  facilities  they  otfer.  There  are,  however,  ob- 
fr-tacles  in  the  way  of  anything  like  rapid  development.  The  mass 
of  the  natives  are  very  poor,  and  rates  must  therefore  be  so  low  in 
order  to  attract  business,  that  it  is  uncertain  how  much  profit  can 
be  expected  after  allowances  have  been  made  for  repairs  and  de- 
preciation. The  companies  now  in  the  field  have  been  operating 
only  a  short  time,  and  no  details  are  at  hand  with  regard  to  their 
financial  status.  They  have  tended  to  spring  up  and  disappear  again 
■with  some  rapidity,  but  this  is  undoubtedly  largely  due  to  the  start- 
ing of  projects  with  insufficient  capital  and  experience  and  in  some 
localities  to  cutthroat  competition.  Only  a  period  of  experimenta- 
tion, followed  by  a  careful  investigation,  can  make  possiole  an  au- 
thoritative  report  on  the  prospects  of  this  class  of  business. 

Otber  Classes  of  Motor  Teliloles— Xotorcyeles— Traotion  Eagines. 

Apart  from  cars  and  trucks,  there  is  a  considerable  demand  in  thia 
Philippines  for  motorcycles,  tricycles,  and  similar  vehicles.  The 
numbier  registered  on  June  30,  1915,  was  986,  an  increase  of  15  per 
cent  in  six  months.  The  imports  are  not  shown  separately  in  the 
statistics,  but  are  almost  entirely  American.  The  fact  that  these 
Tehicles  can  be  used  on  long  stretches  of  road  which  can  not  other- 
wise be  traversed  by  anything  faster  than  a  bullock  cart  makes  them 
more  than  ordinarily  valuable  in  the  Philippines  for  certain  pur- 
poses. There  are,  however,  practically  no  data  available  as  to  the 
types  and  makes  most  in  demand. 

There  is  little  of  impmtance  to  be  said  with  regard  to  the  market 
for  traction  engines.  For  road  purposes,  apart  from  the  few  already 
referred  to,  they  have  not  been  mtroduced  at  all,  and  the  conditions 
of  agriculture  are  such  as  to  exclude  the  likelihood  of  any  demand  of 
consequence  arising  for  them  in  the  near  future,  for  purposes  of  cul- 
tivation. The  great  bulk  of  the  staple  crops  of  the  islands  are  grown 
on  small  holdings,  whether  those  of  peasiint  proprietors  or,  more 
rarely,  rented  from  the  o\vners  of  larger  tracts;  and  there  is  cnm- 

?iarntively  little  cultivation  on  a  large  scale.  In  the  case  of  the  very 
ew  larger  estates  which  are  managed  directly  by  the  owners  there  is 
possibly  n  very  limited  market;  but  the  situation  should  be  carefully 
utvestignted  before  any  expenditure  is  made  for  the  purpose  of 
entering  the  field. 

](effiilatloii  of  Motor- Vehicle  Traffic — Taxation. 

Motor  traffic  in  the  Philippines  is  regulated  in  considerable  detail 
by  act  No.  2159  of  the  local  legislature,  passed  on  February  <>,  1912, 
and  amended  by  acts  Nos.  2256,  passed  on  February  11,  1!)13,  and 
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23S9,  passed  on  February  38,  1914.  Copies  of  these  acts  can  b» 
secured  from  Manila  at  any  time  by  applicatitm  addressed  to  the 
executive  secr^ry;  tbe^  are  on  file  at  the  Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs 
at  Washington,  and  will  be  found  in  most  large  public  librarioa. 
For  premnt  purposes  it  is  necessaiT  only  to  note  a  few  provisi<«i9 
whicn  more  or  less  affect  the  marketing  and  equipment  of  motw 
vehicles. 

Dealers,  in  order  to  avoid  the  registration  of  every  car  and  the 
payment  of  the  incidental  fees,  are  required  to  register  at  a  cost  of 
^10.  This  covers  all  vehicles  held  for  sale,  but  not  those  kept  for 
hire.  The  carrying  of  two  front  lights,  a  rear  light  to  illuminate  the 
number,  and  red  tail  lights,  is  required;  and  the  first  of  these  must 
be  powerful  enough  to  make  visible  the  figure  of  a  man  in  dai^ 
clottiing  at  a  distance  of  300  feet  The  emission  of  smoke  or  vapor 
in  annoying  quantities  is  designated  a  nuisance.  The  director  of 
public  works  is  given  control  of  the  types  of  tires  which  may  be 
used,  and  is  authorized  to  issue  from  time  to  time  a  list  of  tires  the 
sale  of  which  is  prohibited.  It  is  not  understood,  however,  that  any 
such  list  has  ever  been  issued. 

The  only  fiscal  le^islaticn  at  present  in  force  which  affects  the 
trade  in  motor  vehrcles  comprises  Uie  import  duties  refwred  to 
above;  the  internal-revenue  tax  on  motor  spirits,  also  referred  to; 
and  a  number  of  moderate  fees  required  m  connection  with  the 
administration  of  the  laws  just  described.  The  city  of  Manila  also 
requires  a  license  for  the  operation  of  motor  trucks  for  hire,  the  fee 
varying  from  $15  to  $25  according  to  the  weight.  If  the  new  legis* 
lation  for  the  regulation  of  motor-vehicle  traffic  before  mentioned 
should  be  passed,  it  may  include  some  ^*aduated  tax  on  such  vehi- 
des,  as  a  contribution  to  the  upkeep  of  uie  roads. 

SUpmeats  and  PacUnf— Xethods  of  Sal« — ^AdTertlsinK. 

Comparatively  little  need  be  said  on  the  subject  of  shipments,  aa 
theconditions  in  this  respect  are  not  unusuaL  Otrsandtructesboidd 
be  packed  for  export  in  solid  crates  of  the  strongest  type,  and  should 
be  secured  in  the  crates  with  the  utmost  possible  d^ree  of  solidity. 
It  must  be  remembered  that  the  package  will  have  to  be  handled  at 
least  four  times,  and  lowered  into  and  hoisted  from  the  bold  of  a 
steamship.  Packing  by  American  manufacturers  is  now  entirely  sat^ 
isfactory,  and  superior  to  most  European.  Keference  has  already 
been  made  to  the  proper  methods  of  packing  tires. 

There  is  little  specific  information  at  hand  witii  r^rd  to  methods 
and  terms  of  sale,  and  all  that  can  be  said  on  the  subject  is  of  a  genr 
eral  nature  and  applicable  to  the  trade  in  any  class  of  machinery  or 
vehicles.  Practically  all  such  goods  are  marketed  by  general  exclu- 
sive agencies  covering  the  whole  of  the  Archipelago.  Tnis  method  is 
criticized  in  that  the  mterest  of  the  agent  in  tne  sales  of  any  particu- 
lar  line  is  comparatively  limited,  and  that  it  does  not  induce  him  to 
set  into  personal  touch  with  the  buyers.  No  attempt  of  importance, 
however,  appears  to  have  been  made  to  vary  it.  Importers  nearly 
always  make  sales  direct  from  stock  for  cash,  or  on  indent— Utat  isi 
the  agent,  on  order,  purchases  for  cash  in  the  manufacturing  country 
and  resells  immediately  on  importation.  On  such  purchases  cbA  and 
export  discounts  axe  expected.   There  is  no  information  available 

-  to  eommiHRionB  or  profits.  The  qnestioa  of  haag  cradits  someCimet 
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arieOB  in  the  Philippines,  as  eleewhere  in  connection  with  the  expan- 
sion of  AmeHcRn  trade,  but  it  does  not  seem  to  have  had  any  effect 
•f  importance  on  the  sales  of  motor  veliiclea.  It  is  possible  that  some- 
what longer  credits  would  assist  in  capturing  the  market  for  motor 
trucks  for  the  use  of  planters  and  others  in  the  Provinces. 

Advertising  in  the  local  press  is  a  gcod  deal  employed  as  a  method 
•f  pushing  sales,  and  is  often  the  only  one  attempted.  Weeklies  are 

£ referable  to  dailies  for  the  purpose,  except  for  a  few  of  the  latter  in 
Tanila.  A  ^ood  part  of  any  advertising  sliould  be  in  Spanish,  but 
there  is  hardly  any  advantage  in  putting  it  in  the  native  languages. 
The  best  papers  for  the  purpose  are  perhaps  the  Bulletin,  Cablenews- 
American.  Times  (daily  and  weekly),  Meramtil,  Comercio,  Van- 
guardia,  Ideal,  and  Kong  Li  Po  (all  of  Manila,  with  a  considerable 
circulation  outside),  and  the  Philippines  Free  Press  (weekly,  also 
published  in  that  city).  The  provincial  papers  are  mostly  so 
ephemeral  that  there  is  little  use  in  giving  lists  of  them  as  guides  to 
advertising  mediums.  The  distribution  of  circulars  in  Spanish  and 
the  making  of  Exhibits  at  local  expositions  are  other  methods  of  pub- 
licity more  or  less  employed.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add  that  the 
conducting  of  an  agency  or  of  advei-tising  with  a  view  to  reaching  the 
older  generation  of  prospective  native  purchasers  involves  aa 
adequate  knowledge  of  the  Spanish  vocabulary  pertaining  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  of  the  metric  system  of  measurements,  including  horse- 
powers and  the  dimensions  of  tires. 

A  list  of  the  principal  importers  of  motor  vehicles  in  the  Philip- 
pines is  on  file  in  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce, 
and  copies  will  be  furnished  on  request.  Refer  to  file  No.  863. 

Vntore  of  the  Trade—Ostlook  for  American  Cars. 

The  motor  vehicle  trade  in  the  Philippines  is  of  such  recent  growthi 
and  its  future  depends  to  so  great  an  extent  on  the  general  prosperity 
of  the  Islands  and  the  mamtenance  of  the  road  system  that  any 
remarks  on  its  prospects  are  somewhat  hazardous.  At  present  con- 
ditions are  such  as  to  stimulate  agricultural  development  and  increase 
the  purchasing  power  of  the  people.  The  mass  of  them,  however, 
are  still  poor,  and  the  proportion  which  could  bv  any  possibility 
purchase  cars  is,  of  course,  much  smaller  than  in  the  United  States, 
and  rapid  evolution  must  consequently  not  be  looked  for.  The 

Ctest  relative  ex|>ansion  of  the  trade  in  the  near  future  is  per- 
i  to  be  expected  in  the  direction  of  the  purchase  of  motor  trucks 
by* the  owners  of  the  larger  estates,  and  this  should  be  particularly 
■watched  by  American  dealers,  for  many  signs  point  to  the  awakening 
of  a  progressive  spirit  on  the  part  of  this  class,  and  the  United 
States  has  not  had  in  the  past  as  large  a  part  of  the  Philippine 
trade  in  this  kind  of  vehicles  as  in  those  desipied  for  purposes  of 
l^leasure.  The  market  for  low  and  medium  priced  touring  cars  may 
oe  expected  steadily  to  expand  for  a  long  time.  This  marKet  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  hold  already,  and  there  is  no  question  of  their 
keeping  it,  if  they  continue  to  give  value  for  price. 

Cloves  amounting  to  1,913.600  pounds,  valued  at  $204,493,  were 
inroioed  at  the  American  consulate  at  Mombasa,  East  Africa,  for 
the  United  States  during  1915,  compared  with  2,695,^1  pounds, 
Talued  at  $1^,744,  for  1914: 
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[Vice  Consul  CtutriM  J.  Ptsar.  BtHnoc  AltMi  1^  U.] 
Wewtr  Comnerolal  Talluei  In  Jannaiy  Beeord. 

According  to  figures  just  published,  there  was  a  marked  decream 
in  the  commercial  failures  in  Argentina  for  January,  1916,  as  com- 
pared with  the  preceding  montli.  The  total  assets  in  all  failurea 
amounted  to  $1,507,561,  ogainst  liabilities  of  $1,354,943.  The  fail- 
ures for  December,  1015,  showed  assets  of  $6,301^03,  with  liabilitiea 
of  $3,601,407.  The  figures  for  Janonry  indicate  that  thia  month^ 
record  was  the  lowest  for  a  period  of  that  length  in  four  years. 

Among  the  liabilities  for  the  month  of  January  there  were  stiU 
man^  land  titles,  while  agricultural  and  live-stock  dealers  were  sec- 
ond in  importance. 

Voreoast  of  Wheat,  Oats,  aad  Llnaced  FrodnetlOB. 

The  Division  of  Rural  Economy  and  Agricultural  Statistics  of 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  has  issued  its  fiiit  forecast  of  the  wheat, 
oats,  and  linseed  production  during  the  present  agricultural  seastau 
In  metric  tons  of  2,204.6  pounds  the  amounts  are:  Wheat,  5,012,000 
tons;  linseed,  1,023,000  tons;  oats,  1,095,000  tons. 

Bimd  lHn«  to  Aid  Oil  ProdnetioiL 

Announcement  was  made  by  the  Ministry  of  AgHcultnre  on  Fd>- 
ruary  9  that  a  decree  authorizing  the  issue  of  $15,000,000  Argentina 
paper  currency  ($6,369,000  United  States  currency),  in  petroleum 
bonds,  would  be  shortly  signed  by  the  President  of  the  Bepublic. 
The  proceeds  realized  by  the  sale  of  these  bonds  are  to  be  i^ed  in 
aiding  the  exploitation  of  the  Comodoro  Rivadavia  oil  fields,  now  car- 
ried on  under  the  supervision  of  the  National  Govemmwt.  TTie 
newspapers  report  that  this  preliminary  announcement  has  brought 
forth  many  oners  of  subscriptions  to  me  issue;.  Among  these  wera 
offers  from  a  large  banking  institution  in  this  city  and  an  important 
industrial  concern. 

To  Hold  International  live-Stook  Show. 

The  Argentine  Bural  Society,  Calle  Sarmiento  834,  Bumios  Aires, 
has  just  made  annoimcement  that  an  international  live-stock  exposi- 
tion is  to  be  held  in  the  societyV  grounds,  Palermo,  Buenos  Aires, 
August  15  to  22,  1916.  The  Kural  Society  is  endeavoring  to  make 
this  one  of  the  largest  and  most  successful  shows  of  its  kind  ever 
held  in  Buenos  Aires.  Twenty-four  cups  and  other  prizes  have  be«i 
domited  for  cattle  exhibitors;  11  cups  and  various  cash  prizes, 
largely  donated  by  the  Buenos  Aires  Jockey  Club  for  horse  exhibits; 
and  6  cups  for  sheep,  besides  which  the  Bural  Society  will  give  gold, 
silver,  and  bronze  medals  to  the  winners  in  all  classes. 

The  show  will  not  be  entirely  confined  to  live  stock.  Eshibitora 
may  also  secure  space  for  all  kmds  of  conserved  food  products,  for 
the  products  of  rural  industries,  machinery  and  equipment  for  rural 
industries,  agricultural  machinery,  horticultural,  forestal,  and  any 
agricultural  producta  Entries  are  to  be  received  up  to  July  1. 

BnenoB  Alrei  to  have  Children's  Congrets. 

An  American  children's  congress,  whose  object  is  to  study  and 
promote  the  welfare  of  children,  eepecially  in  their  relatioiis  to  their 
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parentB^  .to  societT*,  and  to  the  State,  will  be  held  in  Buoios  Aira 
during  the  month  of  July,  1916.  The  pr<^am  is  in  seven  divisions, 
including  the  themes:  Laws,  industrial  legislation,  hygiene,  psychol- 
ogy and  anthropometry,  education,  aid  to  mothers  and  children,  and 
sociology.  The  president  of  the  congress  is  Dr.  Julieta  Lanteri  Ren- 
^aw,  and  Senora  Esperanosa  S.  T.  de  Taylor  is  the  secretary.  (Ad- 
dress Florida,  F.  C.  C.  A.,  Argentine  Bepublic) 

Fnight  Tumel  from  Plaia  Oaoe  Opened. 

On  February  15,  1916,  the  Buenos  Aires  &  Western  Railway  Co* 
inaugurated  ite  freight  tunnel  constructed  beneath  the  Aveniaa  de 
Mavo  and  Calle  Bivadavia.  Work  on  this  tunnel,  whidi  was  bored 
and  is  below  the  Anglo- Argentine  Tramway  Co.'s  subway,  was  begun 
in  1912.  It  extends  from  Plaza  Once,  the  railway  company's  termi- 
nus in  this  city,  to  the  port,  a  distance  of  6,000  meters  (3.73  miles), 
and  cost  approximately  $6,000,000  Argentine  paper  currency  ($2,- 
647j600  United  States  currecy). 

The  traction  power  to  be  used  is  electricity,  although,  owing  to  the 
present  events  in  Europe,  the  railway  company  was  not  able  to  se- 
cure the  electrical  equipment  originally  ordered.  Orders  for  somo 
of  this  material,  includmg  two  large  efectric  locomotives,  hare  bean 
diverted  to  the  United  States,  and  in  the  meantime  the  Argentine 
Government  has  granted  permission  to  the  railroad  to  use  steam 
power. 

The  Buenos  Aires  &  Western  Bailroad  has  been  handicapped  by 
lack  of  direct  connection  with  the  local  port.  The  tunnel  will  now 
furnish  this,  and  freight  cars  laden  with  produce  for  expoil  will  b« 
able  to  run  along^de  the  ships  in  the  docks  and  unload  oirei^  to  the 
steamers. 

■ale  of  Horse  Xemt  la  XarkeU  Penoitted. 

The  mayor  of  Buenos  Aires  has  issued  a  decree  permitting  the  sale 
of  horse  meat  in  the  municipal  and  free  markets  of  the  city.  In 
order,  however,  that  only  the  best  meat  shall  be  offered  to  the  public, 
it  will  be  necessary  that  all  animals  for  this  purpose  shall  be  kilted 
in  one  of  the  municipal  abattoirs  at  Liniers.  Further,  all  horse  meat 
must  be  transported  to  the  markets  in  specially  provided  wagons  and 
sold  in  separate  stalls  fitted  np  for  this  p«rp<Ke.  Proper  representa- 
tions must  be  made  to  the  public  as  to  the  kind  and  quality  of  th9 
meat,  in  order  that  there  may  be  no  opportiwity  for  substituting 
liorse  meat  for  beef.  It  is  reported  locally  that  this  meat  can  be 
sold  at  from  30  to  40  cents  Argentine  paper  currency  ($0,127  to 
$0,169  United  States  currency)  per  kilo  of  2.2046  pounds. 


District  OfScet  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Vcw  York,  Room  409  Vnlted  States  CostomhoQse;  Bostcn,  eigbteentli  tooT 
Vnited  States  Cnttomhouic;  Chleafo,  S04  Federal  Bnlldlny;  St  LoqIs,  408  Third 
Hattoaal  Bank  Bnlldinr;  Atlanta,  S31  Post  Office  Building;  Hew  Orleans,  1020 
SaUtenla  Bank  BnUdinf;  San  Vraneiseo,  806  Vnlted  States  Outomhonse;  Seattle, 
MS  Alaska  BnlldlBff.  Cooperative  distriot  olBeet:  Cleveland,  ClwnibeT  of  Con- 
meree;  CUtdanatl.  Chamber  of  Commeree;  Clndanatl,  New  Orleans  A  Texaa 
faeUe  By.  Co..  Clnelnnatl;  Los  Angeles,  Ctaunber  of  Commeree;  Detroit,  Board 
€t  Ceauaene;  Philadelphia.  Chamber  of  Commeree;  Bontb  Ameileaa  Agents 
Sonthen  By.  Co.,  Chattanooga,  Teaa. 
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PEOHIBITIOlir  IS  MEXICAV  STATE  OF  DTTBAHOO. 

Tlie  Americnn  vice  consul  at  Durango,  Mexico,  has  transmitted, 

under  date  of  March  4, 191G,  a  copy  of  a  decree  now  in  force  in  the 
State  of  Durango,  prohibiting  the  manufnctux-e  or  sale  of  alcoholie 
beverages.  As  a  ret^iilt,  all  saloons  in  the  State  have  been  closed, 
but  beer  is  still  permitted  to  be  sold. 


PBOOEESS  OF  AMERICAN  SHIFBUIIJ>nrO. 

Steel  merchant  vessels  building  or  under  contract  to  be  built  in 
private  American  shipyards  on  March  1,  1916,  according  to  builder^ 
returns  to  the  Bure^iu  of  Navigation,  Department  of  Commerce, 
numbered  244,  of  045,708  gross  tona  The  statement  for  February  1 
was  published  in  Commekce  REroKxa  for  February  19,  1916. 

The  following  table  shows  the  tonnage  building  or  ordered  on 
February  1,  less  tonnage  completed  in  February,  new  tonnage  ordered 
in  February,  and  the  total  for  March  1 : 


NBID& 


Anwrlcan  Brldm  Co.,  Ambiidge,  Pa  

Amarkaui  Shipballdtti^Co  ,  Clevalaiid,  Ohio  

Baltimore  Dry  Docks  &  Shipbuilding  Co.,  Balti- 
more, Hd  

Bath  troa  Works,  Both,  Uo  

ChariM  Bamps  Co.,  Cinclnoatl,  Ohio  

ChesMr  Bblpbuildlog  Co.,  Chester,  Pn  

ClInUiD  ebipbolldlog  &  Repair  Co.,  Philadelphia, 

Pa  

Cowles  Shipyard  Co..  DuSalo,  N.  Y  

pQbuqae  Boat  &  Boiler  Works,  Dubuque,  Iowa.. 

Ellicott  Uaohlue  Corporation,  Baltbnore,  Md  

FoT«  River  Shlpbulldhig  Corporatloa,  Qulncy, 

Ubss  

Grrat  Lrikes  Bnglneerine  Works,  Detroit .  Uioh . . 
Harlan  &  HoUlngsworth  Corporation,  Wltmlng- 

too,  Del  

Bermhofl  Uftnufaciurtoe  Co.,  Bristol,  R.  I  

Howard  Shipyards  Co.,  Jefferson vlUe,  Ind  

James  Rees  it  Hoot  Co.,  PittsburKh.  Pa  

Manitowoc  Shipbulldbig  &  Dry  Dock  Co.,  Haol- 

towoc,  Wla  

Maryland  Steel  Co.,  Sparrows  Point,  Md  

UilwaukM  Bridge  Co.,  Milwiuikee,  Wis  

Hooro  &  Soott  Iron  Works  Oakland.  Cat  

Newport  New^  Shlpbuildoig  A  Dry  Dock  Co., 

Newport  News,  va  

New  York  Shipbuilding  Co.,  Camden,  N.  J  

rusey  &  Jonei  Co.,  Wllrnlngton,  Ual  

Quintard  Iron  Works,  New  York,  N.  Y  

Eeattle  Construction  &  Dry  Dock  Co.,  Seattle, 

Wash  

8pedd«o  ShipbuUdtne  Co.,  Baltlmo  e,  Md  

Standard  Shipbuilding  Corporation,  New  York, 

N.  Y  

glalen  Island  BblpbuUding  Co.,  Port  Richmond, 

N.  Y.  

Tampa  Uochlne  ii  Fotmdry  Co.,  Tampa,  Kla  

Toledo  BhipbnUdIng  Co.,  Toledo,  Ohio  

Vnlon  Iron  Works,  San  Francisco,  Cal  , 

Wm.  Cramp  &  Sons  Ship  &  Engine  Building  Co.. 

Philadelphia,  I'a  


Total   224 


Merchant  ton- 
nage Feb.  I.  itflO, 
less  comp:etlons.i> 


Jfo. 

Totu. 

16 

10,388 

14 

63,300 

7 

24,J0i 

6 

>1,900 

1 

300 

7 

84,000 

3 

b£m 

1 

20 

1 

35 

3 

7£0 

13 

60,000 

15 

68,880 

13 

S7,776 

1 

178 

7 

4,000 

1 

<*) 

4 

1,003 

U 

65.500 

1 

3 

(') 
» 10, 000 

16 

113.931 

23 

113,773 

6 

i,m 

1 

fi 

IS,  800 

8 

730 

1,619 
2.000 
17.900 
M,U8 

72,600 


l>  884.003 


New  contracts 
dosed  Februaty, 
1910. 


Tmu. 


8,100 


36 


>  7,400 


8,000 


14,400 
4.400 


11.600 


»  61, 136 


Uerabaat 

eo->stnmiao. 
Mar  1,  mo. 


Ifo. 
K 
18 

7 
8 

i 

7 

2 
3 
I 
3 

13 
18 

13 
1 
7 
1 

4 

12 
1 
3 

16 
22 
6 
1 


244 


TbRi. 
10,38S 
71,400 

24.560 

»i,m 
an 
S4.ao» 

56 
2S 
76D 

60,000 

*a6,38a 

S7,7?6 
ITS 
4.000 

W 

1,000 

»i2oao 

113.991 

U5.r7J 

*•;*! 

000 

27.801 
730 

14,400 

6.919 
2.000 
SS.iOO 

iM,m 

84,300 


»945.7«« 


■  The  [allowing  steM  tbsmIs  w«r«  sntcislly  numbered  and  removed  from  tba  BtatenMOl  dnrfctt  tt^ 
ruary:  Steamers  Bristol, 3^071  gnsi  tona:  Texas. 6,678 Wu;  OoUcUmU,MM  Udi;  CfaSMi  rmU,tfl» 
tons;  Artban.  6,SU  tons;  MacaoUa,  182  tons;  total,  6  mseb<tf8J,329groN  tona. 
'  b  inoompMe. 
cNotnpa-ted, 
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Hetatli  cf  Htm  floatnwte. 

The  following  table  gives  details  regarding  the  vessels  under  oon- 
atroctiou  in  the  various  yards: 


VasMii. 


Qnm 
Urn- 
oasa. 


Speed, 
knou. 


Ownar. 


Tnde. 


ProteblrdM 


American  ShfpbnOdliif  Co.. 
X>etroit  vanL 

No.  199  

Mo.  SOD  

llo.»l  


No.20a  

Oowlx  Hilprird  Co.: 

No.  81..  , 

OioM  L&k«i  SnglBMrlng 
Work*: 

Mo.  tl»  

No.  188  

No.  166  

Bialtle  CODstruotioD  A  Dry 
DookCo.: 

No.  91  

Btaodard  ShtpljiifldlDg  Cor- 
pom-lm: 

No.  1  

Ho.  a  

Ho.3  

8M«  lilnd  SUplNilldliv 
Co.: 

No.«88  


No.e»  

ToMo  u^tmadlDg  Co^: 

No!i»!!".*.".";'.'""!": 

No.  140  

No.  HI....  

Wm.  Cnunp  &  Sons  Ship  A 
.  S^aBoIM&v Co.: 


No.  M3. 


S,tM 
1,100 


3,700 


s,ooo 


4,  mo 

4,800 
4,808 


3,300 
2,300 

l.SOO 

l,t<UO 
1,800 


i.80B 

6,S00 


It 


U 


Hauler  Bm.,  Ino  

Bartwr  A  Co.,  Inc  

Ailantki,  OullA  Wwt 
lQdle.4  8.  8.  Ltnas. 

 do  


BoIkftelEbt.. 

....do  

....do  


BtstaofNev  York.... 


 do.. 

Towlog, 


insdailTacr. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 


NOt|lT«. 


Car  ten. 
Gatfo.... 
 d»... 


Edpr  r.  uicfc«uiaoh.i 


Bandar's  Moonnt.. 

....do  

....da  


Cllnohflald  NoTlga- 
tiooCOL 

 do  


CarsB  

....do  

..  .do  


.do. 


.do. 


R.  lAvnnea  Smith.. 

...do  

 do  

 (to  


W.R.0iM4Ct.... 

......do  


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


rwappraod 

cargo. 

...,.io  


Dae.,  WM. 

Fab.,  1917. 
Apr..  IttT. 


1917  daUnrr. 
Do. 


Mar.  MX, 
Jim  1917. 


FOEEIGH  TEABE  OF  CUBA  FOB  1914^1S. 

(WeektT  Bulletin,  Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  Hu.  6.] 

According  to  the  latest  statistics  published  by  the  Cuban  Trea»i 
nry .  Depaitment.  the  trade  for  the  nscal  year  ^ded  June  30,  1915, 
amounted  to  $347,579,000,  of  which  $128,132,000  represented  imports 
and  $219,447,000  exports.  Compared  with  the  figures  for  the  pre- 
ceding year,  there  was  a  decline  of  $5,876,000  in  imports  and  an  in- 
crease of  $48,450,000  in  exports.  Of  the  impoits  in  1914-15, 
$78,972,000  worth  came  from  the  United  States,  $14,098,000  worth 
from  England,  $10,227,000  worth  from  Spain,  $4,240,000  worth 
from  France,  $3,023,000  worth  from  British  India,  $2,428,000  worth 
from  Porto  Rico,  $2,219,000  worth  from  Oennanv,  and  $2^187,000 
vorth  from  Norway.  The  principal  co'"itries  of  destination  and 
the  amounts  purchased  were  as  follows:  L  ..ited  States,  $185,995,000* 
England,  $24,218,000;  Spain,  $2,911,000;  Canada,  $1,416,000.  The 
returns  show  a  big  decrease  in  the  trade  with  Germany  and  notable 
increases  in  the  trade  with  the  Scandinavian  countries  and  the 
N«thsriuida. 

There  were  leather  gloves  to  the  value  of  $1172966  invoiced  at  the 
American  consulate  g»iM«l  at  Munich,  Bavana,  for  the  Ulkited 
States  dariiv  1»U,  oompued  wiUi  $127,348  worth  for  mi. 
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COMMEBCE  REPOBTS. 


KECOOKinON  ABBOAD  FOB  FBACTXCAI  8TASDABDS  WOBX. 

Appi'oral  of  the  practical  results  achieved  by  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Standards  is  expressed  by  Nature,  the  weekly  illustrated 
journal  of  science  published  in  London,  as  it  reviews  one  of  tho- 
important  publications  of  this  bureau — Measurements  for  the 
Household."  The  standing  of  the  British  periodical  makes  its  words 
in  effect  an  appreciation  on  the  part  of  the  scientific  world  abroad 
of  what  the  bureau  has  done  in  biinging  science  to  bear  upon  daily 
human  problems. 

The  article  in  Nature,  besides  describing  the  scope  of  the  circular 
on  household  measurements,  which  it  believes  ranks  as  a  treatise  on 
domestic  science,  suggests  a  general  lack  of  science  in  everyday 
affairs,  directs  attention  to  past  neglect  of  sound  scientific  ex- 
planations, and  proposes  that  the  gap  between  science  in  the  schools 
and  science  in  actual  use  should  be  closed.  The  writer,  under  the 
topic  **The  American  State  and  Household  Science,"  says  in  part: 

The  oppltcfltlon  of  science  to  nntionnl  life  and  fmlu»try  tn  the  tTnlted  Rentes 
proceeds  npace  nml  nlTonls  n  very  Interesting:  ^pectnrle  In  its  variety  of  methmls 
and  experlnienta.  The  clrculnni  of  the  United .  States  Rurrau  of  Rtamlnnls 
are  very  cnreful  nml  ndmlrahle  wientlfic  pnhllcntlons  convey  I  w  a  vai>t  amnant 
of  f>!{tremety  useful  Inff^rnintlon.  nminlly  written  In  a  haman  way  and  having 
behind  them  nothing  In  the  shnpe  of  an  art  of  I^Hlnture  or  cnmpulfmry 
stnndiinlizatton.  Tlie  Oovornnient  gives  a  lend.  It  shows  you  MimcthtDf  of 
which  you  may  avail  yourself;  you  may  take  It  or  leave  It,  bat  at  any  rate 
it  Is  there. 

Ill  one  of  Its  latest  clrculnrs  the  Bureau  of  Stnndnrds  enters  ui>on  a  new 
path,  attempting  to  reach  the  househohl — "(1)  To  f^ive  informntinn  as  to 
wuntH,  niethodii,  and  Inrttnimentfi  of  ineararanent  uiieful  in  hotiseNild  activi- 
ties; (2)  to  describe  avnllnble  means  of  assuriug  correct  quantity  In  artirlea 
bouicht  by  weight  and  measure;  and  <8>  to  give  nttier  taetn  of  intoieRt  which 
would  awabea  an  appreciation  of  the  rOle  of  matsurement  In  dally  lUie.'* 

Xight  be  Called  Treatise  on  Boatettla  Seleaee. 

Stress  Is  Inid  on  the  educntlonal  value  of  such  meftsurements  nnd  on  the 
Increuse  of  efficiency  In  the  hmisehold.  which  comes  from  the  linhlt  of  thfnfc* 
Ing  In  terms  of  unlt'^  nnd  definite  quantities.  Tlie  Introduction  Is  indeed  a 
temperate  and  admirable  appeal  for  Increased  accuracy  and  better  knowledm 
In  the  use  of  houMehohl  appliances  and  in  the  conduct  of  household  opera tlnns. 
There  is  an  abundance  of  useful  hints  directed  tou'nrd  npcurinj;  efficiency  and 
economy,  nnd  In  fact  the  clrculnr  might  be  called  in  many  reflects  a  treatise 
on  tltat  nnibijnious  subject  known  as  domestic  science. 

Soniethlnc  must  be  done  to  flemonstrate  the  place  of  science  In  practical 
affairs,  nnd  this  seems  a  lefflthnnte  wny.  No  doubt  the  love  of  knowlnlge  for 
itself  exists  to  some  dejnw  In  everyone,  nnd  niny  he  developed;  hut  the 
onlhinry  circumstances  of  the  worM  mnke  most  pet>ple.  even  nt  nn  enrl.v  npe, 
want  to  know  whnt  use  Is  to  he  mnde  of  knowledge.  The  fnstidious  exclusioo 
of  the  useful  from  the  exposition  of  the  good  nnd  true  Is  nn  unnecessary  nmt 
fnttd  extravagance  of  the  tiedagogue.  nnd  nowhere  has  Its  Incidence  been  nMire 
Inmentnlile  than  In  the  case  of  nnturni  sdenca  How  and  where  our  teaching 
has  failed  might  well  l>e  illustrnte<1  by  this  circular  If  those  who  arc  enga^l 
In  teaching  science  to  the  futui-e  honsewlves  of  rCnslnnd  wiiUX  be  examined 
upon  the  contents.  We  should  see  the  renison  why  snch  n  gnp  remains  lietweeo 
tlie  Bclcnre  of  our  schools  nnd  fwlence  In  actual  use.  Tliere  Is  n  missing  link. 
It  Is  true  of  file  domestic  world,  it  Is  true  of  the  in<lustrinl  world,  it  is  true 
of  the  wlinie  nnttonnl  life,  nml  there  Is  urirent  need  of  a  remedy.  Tlie  pohlicn- 
tlon  under  notice  helps  to  fill  one  gnp.  nnd  It  should  be  of  reid  value  to  thn« 
enfmf:e<l  in  tenclitng  science  tn  future  housewives;  and  It  will  hdp  also  toward 
mnkinj;  bnys'  science  more  luobtle  In  their  homes, . 

Virst  of  Series  Intended  for  Fopnlar  TJk. 

Circular  No.  55  of  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  "Measurements  for 
the  Household,'*  as  announced  in  Commkboe  Idixcxn  for  October  8, 
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1915,  vaa. prepared  u  the  first  of  a  series  of  publications  of  a  popular 
type  issued  with  the  object  of  making  scientific  results  available  for 
ptrsons  who  have  little  or  do  technical  training.  The  bureau  believes 
that  this  especially  useful  class  of  work  can  be  largely  expanded. 
Jj^  Circular  No.  55  accurate  data  are  given  oa  a  great  variety  of 
subjects  that  arise  in  the  daily  routine  of  the  home,  presenting  a 
simple  account  of  the  kinds  of  measurements  and  their  use,  under 
the  headings  of  commodities,  heat,  light,  water,  atmospheric  humid- 
ity, density  of  liquids,  atmospheric  pi-essure,  time,  etc  Copies  hav« 
m6n  distributed  free  upon  application  to  tiie  Bureau  of  Standards, 
flVashington,  D.  0. 

SPECIES  ASD  HUXBEB  OF  HSH  AKB  EOOS  SI5TBIBUTED. 

Figures  showing  the  distribution  work  during  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruary, ldl6,  have  Deen  made  public  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of. 
Fisheries.  These  covered  the  species  and  the  total  number  of  fish 
and  eggs.  The  figures  are :  Black  bass,  43  fingerlings ;  brook  trout, 
ft,000  eggs;  chinook  sahnon,  1,802,500  eggs,  7,197,000  fry;  cod,  40,- 
248,000  fry;  crappie,  2,350  fingerlings;  dog  salmon,  450,000  fry; 
Batfish,  395,479,000  fry;  humpback  salmon,  339,000  fry;  lake  trout, 
826,054  eggs:  pollock,  128,604,000  fry;  rainbow  trout,  673,400  eggs, 
£0,500  fingerlings;  rock  bass,  500  fingerlings;  silver  salmon,  196.000 
eggs,  94,000  fry;  sunfish,  9^26  fingerlings;  wannouth  bass,  150  fin- 
sermigs;  yellow  perch,  110  fingerlings;  total  to  end  of  month,,  3,402,- 
9d4  eggs,  572,311,000  fry,  33,978  fin^rlings. 

The  staticMia  from  which  the  distributions  were  made,  and  the 
species  from  each  were:  Baird  and  substations,  chinook  salmon; 
Baker  Lake  and  substations,  dog,  humpback,  silver  salmon ;  Booths 
bay  Harbor^  pollock;  Central  Station,  humpback  salmon;  Clackamas 
and  substations,  chinook  salmon;  Cold  Springs,  sunfish,  warmouth 
bass;  Duluth,  lake  trout  e^^;  Erwin,  rock  bass,  sunfish;  Glouces^r, 
cud,  pollock;  Green  Lake,  landlocked  salmon  eggs;  Leadville,  brook 
trout  eggs;  Manchester,  rainbow  trout  eggs;  Neosho,  crappie,  rain- 
bow trout,  sunfish,  yellow  perch;  San  Marcos,  bass,  crappie^  sunfish; 
SVooda  Hole,  cod,  £(atfish ;  Wythevillc,  rainbow  trout. 

COHBrnOH  OF  ZEE  TAI£HCIA  ORANaE  UASEET. 

[CODBul  Jobn  B.  PutDam,  Valencia,  Spain.  Feb.  10.] 

The  total  shipments  of  oranges  from  the  Valencia  consular  district 
to  January  29, 1916,  amounting  to  nearly  2,000,000  boxes,  were  about . 
M4,000  boxes  less  than  reported  on  the  same  date  in  1915. 

Should  the  proposal  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  oranges  into 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  be  carried  into  effect  the  financial  dam- 
age to  this  district  will  be  considerable,  meaning  a  loss  of  at  leasi 
$1.60  per  box  to  the  growers  and  packers  on  that  portion  of  the  un- 
shipped crop  usually  sold  in  British  markets.  It  is  estimated  that 
there  are  about  2,000,000  boxes  of  oranges  still  to  be  exported,  of 
which  the  British  Isles  would  usually  take  over  three-fourths.  In 
many  sections  harvesting  of  the  orange  crop  has  hardly  begun,  and 
any  such  prohibition  will  involve  irreparable  losses  to  the  growers 
and  laborers  of  such  sections,  who  ore  d^caodeiU  for  th^  liring  on 
this  th*  main  crop  of  the  district. 
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[Coanil  John  A.  Ra;,  Odptsa.  Jsd.  3S.I  * 

The  demand  for  pumps  and  pumping  machinery  in  Bussa,  as  cani- 
|>ared  with  that  in  the  United  States,  is  extremely  limited.  Water 

ifi  found  either  too  close  to  the  surface  or  too  far  beneath  it.  In  the 
forniQi*  case  no  pumps  are  required,  as  the  water  can  easily  be  drawn 
without  thcni.  In  the  lattci-  case  the  use  of  pumps  would  be  very 
expensive  on  accoimt  of  the  length  of  the  piping  and  the  amount  of 
power  required.  Therefore  artesian  wells  are  preferred. 

The  Russian  peasants  do  not  as  vet  appreciate  the  advantages  of 
pumps  and  the  rich  farmers  usually  avail  themselves  of  the  cheap 
labor  at  hand  and  do  not  eonsicfer  using  pumps  and  pumping 
machinery. 

Ho  Irrigation  Work&-Olvnl«lpal  Waterworki. 

In  the  consular  district  of  Odessa  there  are  no  irrigation  works, 
although  in  mnny  places  irrigation  would  increase  the  fertility  and 
the  value  of  the  land.  The  conservativeness  of  the  Russian  farmers 
makes  them  slow  to  adopt  imiovations.  The  irrigation  of  some  of 
the  orchards  and  vegetable  gardens  is  being  taken  care  of  by  the  old- 
fashioned  water  wheels  driven  by  mules  or  horses.  The  Rtissinn 
peasants  and  farmei's  consider  their  old-fashioned  wells  quite  suffi- 
cient for  the  supply  of  water.  Nearly  all  the  big  cities  in  this  district 
have  their  own  municipal  waterworks,  using  pumping  machinery, 
but  the  following  important  fact  should  be  called  to  the  attention  of 
American  manufacturers:  Owing  to  the  large  loans  taken  iip  by  the 
Russian  industrial  and  municipal  institutions  in  the  United  Kingdom 
on  the  one  hand  and  to  the  traditional  preference  given  to  English 
machinerv  on  the  other  hand,  the  contracts  for  municipal  waterworks 
are  usually  turned  over  to  British  concerns.  Thus,  for  instance,  the 
waterworks  of  Odessa  belonged  originally  to  an  English  comjiany, 
and  the  pumping  machinery  used  by  them  is  of  British  make.  The 
water  supply  oi  Odessa  is  being  drawn  from  the  River  Dniester. 
The  neignboringcity,  Nikolaief ,  obtains  its  water  supply  from  drilled 
artesian  wells.  The  water  supply  of  South  Russian  cities  is  nsuaUj 
drawn  either  from  rivers  or  from  drilled  wells.  For  power  purposes 
both  coal  and  wood  are  available. 
Pnnpt  f«r  Brewerfea,  Steftm  Bngiaei,  and  WlndaUli. 

Under  noi-mal  conditions  a  certain  demand  for  pumping  machinery 
is  felt  for  the  use  of  breweries.  This  demand,  however,  is  usually 
covered  by  the  Itussian  or  (jerman  supply.  Since  the  beginning  of 
the  European  war  the  Russian  Government  has  been  restricting  th« 
consumption  of  alcohol,  and,  consequently,  the  production  of  beer 
has  been  closely  limited.  Therefore,  under  the  existing  C(Hidition8, 
the  demand  on  the  part  of  the  Russian  breweries  can  not  be  con- 
sidered as  a  big  opening  for  American  manufacturers.  There  is 
more  demand  for  pumps  used  on  steam  engines.  An  Engli^  type  of 
pump  is  very  popular  in  Russia.  This  English  concern  maintains 
branch  houses  at  Petrrgrad  and  Moscow  whidi  supply  the  Provinces^ 

Recently  in  a  seaside  village  near  Odessa,  called  Lustdorf,  an 
innovation  has  been  introdu<%a  in  the  shape  or  windmills  for  pump- 
ing water.  The  pumping  machinery  for  this  purpose  is  being  sup- 
pbed  by  an  American  firm.  This  innovation  oas  met  with  suooefiS» 


Digitized  by 


Google 


<N>iCKBBOB  BSFOBm 


1095 


and  after  the  war  farther  developments  in  this  Una  can  be  expected. 
There  are  no  paper  or  pulp  mills  in  the  Odessa  consular  district 
Mo  Pup  rMtoriei— Inqwrt  K«eoT4*— Terms  wid  ProtpeaU. 

In  Odessa  there  are  no  fai^iwies  making  pumping  machinery,  and, 
owing  to  the  small  extent  of  the  demand,  only  a  few  commercial 
houses  have  specialized  in  the  sale  of  pumping  machinery.  The  im- 
ports from  foreign  countries  are  so  small  that  the  Odessa  custom- 
house does  not  carry  separate  records  in  reference  to  pumping  ma- 
chinery. It  is  therefore  impossible  to  ^ve  any  reliable  import  data. 
Business  is  usually  done  on  credit,  which  is  extended  from  three  to 
ux  mtHiths,  as  a  rule.  Foreign  firms  prefer  to  give  their  representa- 
tion to  local  concerns,  which  latter  act  in  the  capacity  of  agencies 
and  do  business  under  commission  contracts. 

This  is  the  right  time  for  American  manufacturers  to  introdncit 
their  machinery  into  Russia.  However,  it  should  not  be  forgotten 
that  American  manufacturers  will  meet  with  a  very  conservative 
spirit  on  the  part  of  the  Russian  population.  It  may  be  necessary 
for  them  to  spend  several  years  in  bard  work  before  a  sound  business 
has  been  created  by  them  in  Russia. 

|A  list  of  itnportera  anil  dealers  in  pumps  and  piimplnf;  machinery  In  the 
consular  diutrlet  of  Otlewui  mny  he  nhtulned  fn>m  the  Burenu  of  Por^gn  and 
IXunetttc  Cumtuerce  or  Its  district  ofltces.   Refer  to  flle  No.  73571.] 


IBOH  AHB  STEEL  STTTTATION  IH  "WATittAfL 

(Uadraa  Uall.  Jan.  28.] 

Recently  a  statement  appeared  in  the  C^lon  papers  that  ther« 
was  a  Mortage  of  iron  and  steel  in  India.  From  inquiries  nude  by 
an  Associated  Press  repi-esentative  as  to  the  condition  of  the  inn 
trade  in  Madras,  he  learns  that  it  is  true  there  was  considerable 
reduction  in  the  imports  of  iron  into  this  Presidency,  but  this  was 
met  with  the  available  stocks  in  Calcutta  and  Bombay,  as  also  by 
Indian  iron  from  Tatars  works  and  from  Pondicherry.  The  extent 
of  the  shortage  will  be  clearly  understood  from  the  fact  that  in  the 
first  year  of  war,  lOI-^lA,  the  imports  contracted  by  nearly  55  peir 
cent,  the  figures  for  the  ^ear  being  40,4-27  tons.  Thou^  the  figures 
for  1915-16  are  not  avnilhble,  the  imports  for  nine  months  Irom 
April  to  December,  1915,  were  only  29,809  tons.  This  shortage  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  imports  from  Belgium,  Germany,  and  Sweden 
are  nil,  and  only  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  United  Statra  sent 
any  iron  to  this  country.  Hut  in  this  also  the  difficulty  regarding 
^inments  contributed  to  further  shortage. 

This  reduction  in  imports  has  helped  the  trade  in  Indian  iron,  and 
the  dealers  in  continental  iron  are  buying  Pondicherry  and  Tatars 
iron.  The  price  of  these  irons  has  gone  up  considerably  since  the 
war.  In  the  case  of  Pondicherry  iron,  inquiries  show  that  it  has 
nearly  doubled,  or  even  more.  Regarding  Tatars  iron,  it  is  under- 
stood that  in  spite  of  a  large  proportion  of  their  stock  being  re- 
served for  Government  purposes,  tney  have  considerable  stock  fov 
supplying  local  demands,  and  there  is  absolutely  no  fear  of  shortage. 
The  J  have  been  supplying  since  the  war  many  of  the  dealers  in 
^Tffnt'nimtft*  iron* 
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^        HtnCAJT-HAIS  TSADE  OF  HOHGEONS. 

tConsal  General  G«oive  E.  ADdenm.  Hongkonc.  BrltWi  OUaa,  Jan.  St.] 

Hongkong's  export  trade  in  human  hair  during  1915  developed  a 
numberpf  interesting  changes,  some  of  which  .wei-e.due  to  changed 
styles  in  women's  coilFures  and  others  to  war  conditions  in  Europe. 
The  volume  of  trade,  as  in  almost  all  other  lines  of  Chinese  produce, 
was  far  below  normaL  The  United  States  took  more  of  the  product 
than  in  the  preceding  year,  the  declared  exports  from  Hongkong 
to  the  United  States  being  valued  at  $31,345  in  1915,  against  $18,392 
in  1914,  but  its  purchases  compared  illy  indeed  with  a  value  of  $605,- 
137  in  1910,  of  $202,758  in  1911,  and  of  $328,973  in  1912. 

American  imports  are  confined  almost  entirely  to  hair  for  the  use 
of  women.  On  the  other  hand,  the  demand  from  Europe  in  the  past 
few  yeai*s  has  been  largely  for  industrial  purposes,  the  cheaper  and 
coarser  grades  of  hair  being  used  for  the  manufacture  of  cushions, 
mattresses,  and  the  like.  Ine  total  exports  from  Hongkong  during 
the  past  tivo  years,  according  to  the  figures  of  the  Hon^ong  Generu 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  have  been  as  follows: 

PwtlnatloQ. 


riilt«d  Statas  uid  C&nacta  

Oimi  Britafn  

GontiiMDt  of  Europe  

Toral  exports  

These  figures  represent  cases  of  138  pounds.  The  shipments  to 
the  United  States  include  some  manufactures  of  hair,  particular!/ 
hair  nets. 

Expert  ScTlews  Last  Tear's  Trading. 

An  expert  in  reviewing  the  year's  trade  for  the  consulate  general 
says: 

The  human  hnlr  mnrket  for  1915  wns  worse  than  In  the  previous  yenr.  The 
year  opened  nnd  closed  with  a  demand  right  tfarougb  for  stumps  and  comblmcai 
During  tlie  ttrwt  half  of  the  year  prtt-es  were  quoteil  far  lower  than  exiieited, 
ranging  from  f4d.  Ill  cents  U.  R.l  for  stumps  nnd  from  *I.  to  Sil.  |8  to  10 
centsi  for  comhlngs,  hut  the  demand  for  solid  drawn  human  hnlr  wtu  far 
better  than  during  the  IftFt  six  montliB.  A  gnml  many  sales  tnok  Jilnce  tor  rbe 
shorter  lengths,  mnalng  fnmi  10-16  Inches  and  10-2&  fn<dtesr'nt  la  the 
lost  half  of  the  3'eiir  the  demnnd  prnctlonlly  cetiwd.  and  suhsequently  Iflrca 
stocks  acciimidntefl,  witli  hmilly  any  market.  The  kmger  lengths,  mnglng 
from  16-20  im'hi»s  and  hichcs,  have  heen  a  failnre,  nnd  as  there  waa 

no  demand  deali'i-a  did  mit  lake  the  tnuiblo  of  drawinc  them. 

During  the  last  hnlf  of  the  .vein*  conihhigs  were  difficult  to  obtain,  except  la 
very  small  quantltips.  Stumps  were  also  dlfHcult  to  get,  but  In  view  tit  tlw 
fact  that  prU'cs  oncml  at  hiaiic  jKiiglandl  ranging  from  6jtl.  toS|<I.  ifrom  l.t  to 
17.5  centsl— were  exfoptlonally  goi»d.  the  dealei-s  pmlenvorefl  to  sell  their  stodc 
of  10-16  Inch  for  Rtiuiips.  Home  buyers  will  no  doubt  be  snrprtseil  to  get 
these  deliveries.  The  demand  for  the  solid  drawn  hair  26-36  Inches  has  heen 
very  strong,  starthig  from  July ;  hut  because  tliere  was  no  mnrket  for  16-26 
Inch  dealt'i-s  were  mit  Inclined  to  sell  iiuidu  as  the  mure  26-36  luch  are  draAvn 
the  greater  the  st(»ck  of  16-26  Uu-h  n^-uumlntes. 

As  a  result  of  strenuous  efforts  on  the  part  of  Hongkong  ex- 
porters through  the  Hongkong  General  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  of  repeated  complaints  from  Ameiican  and  other  importers 
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tiiere  kaa  been  gr«at  improvement  in  Uie  qualitj  of  hair  prepared 
and  shipped ;  and  whereas  sevra'al  years  ago  the  trade  was  handi- 
capped bjr  the  necessity  of  constant  arbitration  of  claims  and  dis- 
putes,  the  trade  has  now  become  quite  clean  and  satisfactory.  Pros- 
pects for  the  coming  ^ear  are  not  considered  favorable  because  of 
tiie  weak  demand  for  industrial  hair  in  Europe  and  for  long  hur  is 
tiiA  United  SUtes. 


COTTOH  SEED  CBTJSHED  AHD  UVTESS  OBTAIESD. 

The  following  are  preliminary  statistics  compiled  by  the  Bureaa 
of  Census,  Department  of  Commerce,  showing  the  number  of  estab- 
Uahments  cnis&ing  cotton  seed  from  the  crop  of  1915  and  quantity 
of  seed  crushed,  and  of  linters  obtained  from  the  crops  of  1913, 191^ 
and  1915: 


State 


tTptM  BtotM  

Aricanan  

Osorgia  

LoulalanB  

klJnMppi  

Hissoiiri  

North  Coroltna  

OkbtiOBm  

Soatb  CuoIIbb  

TmNMM  ,  

Tmh  

AHotlMrSWM*  


ActiT* 
mSU*. 


im 


MO 

88 
41 

2S 

(CI 
4 

t7 
GA 
8S 

as 

231 
U 


OoUoa  MOd  erusbtd. 


ms 


in4 


79*9. 
■4,132,460  Is 

33(1.000  I 
SS3,Q74 
7h7.031  1 
1^0.919 
371.120 
23.b6S 
203.  m 
Xie,33i 
322. '/J2 
223.033 
1,  ICO.  153  jl 
«&,«» 


,779.  OK 
S03,374 
314,308 
,063.1(37 
m,924 
m.0O5 
32.336 
3^7,7B5 
410.733 
4G0.7.^7 
2n,t30 

,6i4.eoft  n 

121,311 


1913 


Ttmt. 
.767,809 
42(t,447 
306,043 

W1.177 

L^3.sa6 

(03.336 
37.994 
317.965 
349.731 
411,393 
269.566 
,106,300 


Lfntan  obtatiMd. 


WhpMmd  balM. 


ins 


880.780 
71, RM 
64.060 

171.239 
33.158 
83,346 
4.7M 
53,  .^^1 
48.414 
67,337 
53.430 

237.  UO 

I  14.608' 


1914 


Bse,ooo 

71.183 
4S.  165 

139,885 
35.861 
83,730 
4,401 
44.781 
74.781 
67.343 
43.904 

348,087 
14,947 


1913 


088,881 
53,900 

I  43.049 

10H.79g 
22,308 
64.G5.S 
3.S38 
.13.321 
40.807 
46,010 
35.730 

,17B.&36 
t.011 


Rob- 

hiS. 


19U 


«B6.374 
74,033 
65.431 
175,729 
33,3S3 
83, 154 

4.sr« 

64.(03 
49,  .■98 
07,338 
53.333 
230,9a 

14,  sn 


•  liioliidMr09l,008t(naor  seMlwtlButMd  to  toenialMd  and  131,006  telaoT  Itotonto  b«  obtetnod  tlMr 
tb«  date  <i[  tie  Hanb  cumns. 
•Inoiudca  for  Ulfi:  AriionB,  1  wtaUlituiuot:  Califomto,  2;  Floddo,  3;  DUnols,  3;  and  Kantoekr,  L 


WH£AT  UABEETED  IN  INDIA. 


quantity  of  wheat  arriving 
4,  to  July,  1915,  was  850.000 


[Coiuul  JimM  011r«r  Lalns,  Karncbt.1 

Accordir^  to  figures  just  published,  the 
in  Karachi  in  the  period  from  August,  1914, 

tons,  as  a^inst  630,000  tons  in  the  corresponding  period  in  1913-14, 
The  figures  for  Bombay  are  202.000  tons,  as  against  175,000  tons, 
and  for  Calcutta  220,000  tons,  as  against  194,000  tons.  Shipments 
from  the  Central  Provinces  And  Berar  to  Calcutta  and  from  the  Cen- 
tral Provinces,  Rajputana,  and  Central  India  to  Bombay  declined, 
but  shipments  from  the  United  Provinces  and  the  Punjab  to  Calcutta 
and  from  the  United  Provinces,  the  Punjab,  and  the  Bombay  Presi- 
dency to  Bombay  made  up  the  deficit. 

Karachi  received  from  the  Punjab,  the  United  Provinces,  Sind, 
and  British  Baluchistan  more  than  ^,000  tons  more  wheat  during 
the  period  of  August  to  July,  1914-16,  than  in  the  corraaponding 
period  the  preceding  year. 
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CtJUITATIOir  Am  XABEETDra  OF  AIJIEBIA  COUm 

[CoDflnlnr  Agent  Bnrtley  F.  Yost.  Almerln,  Spain.  Feb.  2.J 

The  cultivation  and  expoi-tation  of  grapes  and  the  several  indus- 
tries connected  therewith  fiiniisli  employment  to  a  larger  number  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Province  of  Ahneria  than  does  any  other  one 
industry.  In  a  normal  year  from  1,500,000  to  -2,000,000  barrels  of  40 
to  50  pounds  are  exported,  and  represent  a  vahie  of  at  least  $2.75 
each.  The  vineyards  are  to  be  found  chiefly  in  the  Almeria  Valley 
and  on  the  sunny  slopes  of  the  SieiTa  Oador  Mountains  in  the 
souUiern  part  of  the  Province.  The  most  famous  gi-apes  are 
^rrown  at  Duliaa  and  Berja,  to  the  northwest  of  Almeria,  and  r.t 
Pechina,  Alhama,  and  Huercal,  in  the  river  valley  and  hills  north  of 
(he  city.  Water  can  be  secured  in  these  sections  for  irrigaticg, 
though  not  in  snfiiclent  quantities.  The  vineyards  are  cultivated 
almost  throughout  the  year,  and  are  usually  arranged  in  terrace  form 
•u  the  mountain  slde.s. 

The  two  principal  varieties  of  grapes  cultivated  are  the  "uva 
legitima,"  a  large  white  grape  with  a  veiy  tough  skin  and  of  splendid 
keeping  qualities,  and  a  dark  red  grape  known  locally  as  '*uva  de 
Ca^a."^  The  latter  matures  in  July  and  August,  and  is  considered  of 
inferior  (quality  for  export  purposes,  althou^  nearly  all  are  exported 
to  the  British  markets.  The  white  grapes  ripen  in  August  and  Sep- 
tember, when  they  are  also  packed  and  soipped.  Of  late  years  growers 
have  grafted  sprouts  of  the  white  variety  on  American  roots  with 
very  satisfactory  results  as  regards  the  hardiness  of  the  plant,  but 
lowering  the  standard  of  the  fruit.  The  vines  are  trained  to  creep  oa 
overhead  wires  and  are  slightly  pruned  during  the  winter  mfrntlu. 

Cultmtion  of  Sou— FackinK- 

The  cidtivation  of  the  vineyards  is  carried  on  by  means  of  a  so- 
called  plow,  which  is  in  reality  nothing  but  a  bent  stick  with  a  metal 
point  and  a  single  handle.  AVhere  the  vineyards  are  too  small  for 
the  ploWj  hoes  are  used.  The  fruit  is  sprayed  during  the  growing 
season  with  sulphate  of  copper  and  sulphur  as  a  remedy  against 
insects  and  cryptogamic  disease& 

The  vintage  is  the  most  important  event  for  the  people  of  Almeria 
Province.  When  slightly  ripe,  the  bunches  of  grapes  are  cut  off  the 
vines  and  carried  to  the  nearest  "  cortija,"  where  women  classifv  and 
assort  the  fruit  and  with  pointed  scissors  carefully  cut  out  all  the 
decayed  berries  or  those  that  have  a  suspicion  of  not  being  sound. 
The  bunches  are  then  carefully  packed  in  barrels  which  contain  from 
40  to  50  pounds  net,  there  bemg  placed  alternately  layers  of  grapes 
and  cork  dust.  The  cork  dust  is  thoroughly  shaken  down  befwe  the 
head  of  the  barrel  is  put  on,  in  order  to  settle  it  tightly  about  the 
fruit.  The  prices  obtained  for  the  grapes  depend  largely  upon  how 
they  are  classified  and  i)acked.  The  cork  dust  is  the  l>est  packing 
material  that  has  been  tried. 

When  filled,  the  barrels  are  hauled  on  two-wheeled  mule  carts,  or 
carried  on  the  backs  of  donkeys  where  there  are  no  roads,  to  the  port 
of  Almeria,  where  they  are  embarked  on  board  steamers  and  con- 
veyed to  the  various  world  markets. 
Crop  8oM  on  Coarignment. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  a  large  majority  of  the  growers  do  not 
possess  sufficient  means  to  finance  the  cultiTatioii,  harvestiiig,  and- 
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marketing  of  their  crops,  foreign  purchasers,  direct  or  throngh  local 
u;ents,  advance  mone^r  on  the  prospective  crc^  on  the  guaranty  that 
the  barrels  be  consigned  to  them.  The  first  advance  of  $0.75  or  $1 
per  prospective  barrel  is  usually  made  in  February  and  the  second 
in  August  The  advancing  of  money  is  at  times  accompanied  by 
cartain  risks  unless  the  firm  is  assured  of  the  financial  ability  and 
integrity  of  the  commissioner  or  grower. 

Practically  the  whole  crop  is  consigned  to  be  sold  on  account  of 
the  grower  or  the  exporter  as  the  case  may  be.  Last  year  (lerman 
agents  on  the  ground  bought  a  large  number  of  barrels  outright. 
Tnat,  however,  was  an  innovation  and  may  not  occur  agiiin.  The 
fruit  is  stored  on  the  wharves  only  until  a  steamer  can  Iw  foimd  to' 
convey  it  to  the  markets.  As  has  already  been  staked,  the  gathering 
of  the  crop  b«^ns  in  Jul^,  the  export  season  being  simultaneous 
with  it.  The  American  shtfiments  are  started  on  the  first  davs  of 
September  and  continue  until  the  latter  part  of  November.  Many 
of  the  shippers  have  representatives  stationed  on  the  foreign  mar- 
kets during  the  season  and  consign  the  fruit  in  their  own  name,  in 
fiome  cases  one  man  repre9enting  several  growers.  Other  local  ship- 
pers simply  indorse  their  bills  of  lading  over  to  some  banker  or 
customs  broker  in  the  foreign  market,  who  then  attends  to  the  ac- 
counts when  they  are  handed  in  by  the  fruit-auction  companies — for 
all  the  grapes  are  sold  at  auction.  The  account  sales  is  rendered  to 
the  local  commissioner  or  grower,  the  latter  receiving  the  net  pro- 
ceeds after  deductions  have  oeen  made  for  local  conmiissions,  loaning 
expenses,  freights,  discharging,  duties,  port  charges,  sales  commis- 
sions, etc.  It  occurs  frequently  that  the  grower  is  in  the  debt  of  the 
commissioner  when  settlement  is  made. 
Cmaller  Salei  to  TFrnited  States  Last  Tear. 

'  The  total  quantity  of  grapes  exported  from  Almeria  last  year 
reached  1,311,204  barrels,  as  compared  with  1,724,68:2  barrels  in  1{^14» 
The  number  of  barrels  exported  to  the  markets  of  the  United  States 
last  year  reached  327,4(h2,  as  compared  with  647,032  in  1914  and 
641,900  in  1913.  The  comparatively  small  number  of  barrels  shipped 
to  the  United  States  in  1915  was  due  partly  to  crop  shortage,  partly 
to  the  fair  prices  that  ruled  in  Great  Britain  and  the  indinereiit 
market  prevailing  in  the  United  States  at  the  beginning  of  the  sea- 
son. It  is  firmly  believed  that  had  the  first  shiploads  to  the  United 
States  brought  remunerative  returns  many  more  grapes  would  have 
been  shipped  to  that  country,  which,  after  ail,  has  befm  and  is  the 
best  market  for  Almeria  grapea 

{A  list  of  Rrape  eiportera  of  Almo-ta  may  tie  obtained,  upon  reqne^  f^m  the 
Bureau  of  For^gn  and  Domestic  Gonimerce  or  its  district  oflBces.  Ask  for  flla 
No.  73406.]   

-  A  list  of  coal  importers  at  Barcelona,  Spain,  has  been  received 
from  Consul  General  Hurst,  and  copies  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices. 
Kefer  to  file  No.  78577.  The  1915  record  of  Spanish  imports  of  coal 
was  given  in  Commbbcb  Kkpobts  for  February  2S,  191tf. 

Hand  sewing  needles  valued  at  $301,577  were  invoiced  at  tht  Amer- 
ican consular  agency  at  Redditch,  England,  for  the  United  StatM 
during  UU^  oHnpmd  with  worth  iar  1914^ 
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TBADE  COHDmOHS  IK  8ALVA90A  ZV  1915. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Minister  of  OoTemment,  Fomento.  and 

Agriculture  of  Salvador  \«as  presented  to  the  National  Assembly  on 
February  23  and  published  in  the  Diario  Oficial  of  the  same  date. 
The  statistics  given  are  for  the  year  1915  up  to  December,  and  show 
a  period  of  endeavor  to  overcome  the  depression  consequent  to  the 
European  war,  diminished  crops,  and  nn  epidemic  of  malaria  and 
other  diseases  due  to  the  scarcity  of  foodstuffs  and  medical  attention 
among  the  poorer  classes. 

.  The  imports  from  January  to  Novemberj  inclusive,  amounted  to 
$3,653,868  gold,  a  decrease  of  $1,151,564  from  the  imports  in  the 
correspondiug  period  of  1914.  The  exports  for  this  period  were 
$10,050,320,  less  by  $232,896  than  the  exports  during  the  same  period 
in  1914.  The  fall  in  exports  is  attributed  to  the  smaller  coffee  crop; 
it  is  worth  noting  in  this  connection,  however,  that  the  1914  coaee 
crop  was  the  largest  on  record,  and  the  exports  of  that  year  vera 
unprecedented  in  Salvador. 
Publlo  Works— Steamship  Serrlee. 

The  total  amount  expended  for  public  works  in  1915  was  $139,128, 
the  greater  part  of  this  being  used  in  the  construction  and  repair  of 
bridges,  and  the  remainder  in  tlie  erection  and  alteration  of  building 
in  the  various  branches  of  the  public  service. 

The  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Co.  h«s  continued  a  more  or  less  regu- 
lar service  from  the  ports  of  Salvador  to  Panama  and  San  Francisco. 
There  is  also  service  by  the  steamers  of  the  Johnson  Line  and  tlw 
East  Asiatic  Co.,  and  the  national  steamer  Santa  Ana  takes  on  and' 
delivera  cargoes  at  various  Central  American  ports. 
-JLallroad  Construction. 

'  The  Oriental  Railway  (ferrocarril  de  Oriente)  has  constructed  97 
miles  from  Punta  Cutuco  to  Zncatecoluca,  which  is  connected  by  an  au- 
tomobile road  with  the  city  of  San  Salvador.  Work  is  to  be  continued 
on  Punta  Cutuco  Railway  until  it  is  completed  to  the  capital.  Tliree 
routes  have  been  submitted  for  the  proposed  railroad  to  the  port  of 
La  Libertad,  but  as  yet  none  have  been  definitely  accepted.  One  of 
the  required  improvements  in  the  railway  service  during  1915  was 
the  placing  on  the  smokestacks  of  locomotives  special  devices  to 
prevent  the  escape  of  sparks. 

TRADE  FAFEBS  FOE  COHSUITATIOir. 

[Oonsnl  Gt'neral  Alfrod  A.  WInslow,  Anekland.  Nev  Zpnland,] 

The  roadirtg  room  in  the  Auckland  consulate  general  has  on  file 
S6  trade  and  commercial  journals  and  papers  that  are  being  increas- 
ingly consulted  by  the  business  men  of  Auckland,  but  there  is  a  short- 
age of  publications  relative  to  clothing  (an  important  line  at  this 
time),  contracting,  dry  goods,  financial  and  banking,  hardware,  musio 
trade,  te.xtiles,  and  toys. 

Good  use  is  made  of  the  journals  and  papers  received  at  this 
consulate  genera!  by  first  placing  them  on  the  tables  in  the  reading 
I'^Kim  and  later  dii^tribnting  them  among  the  business  houses  of  the 
city.  The  Ist  of  December  ti'ade  journals  and  naperj  were  distributed 
to  75  firms  and  individuals,  accompanied  by  a  typewritten  letter 
vbich  has  met  with  many  responses  ei  Jier  in  person  or  by  letter. 
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BUQAB^ldJ,  X&CHmAY  SirUATION  DT  CUBA.  * 

[^^fldal  Agwit  F.  3.  SberUtan,  Camacner,  Feb.  28.] 

In  1914  in  six  leading  siigar  mills  of  Cuba  the  average  extraction 
■was  01,  the  ma^nium  93.5;  in  Hawaii  tlie  average  was  95.46,  th« 
maximum  over  98.  The  high  results  obtained  in  Hawaii  since  th« 
installation  of  modem  machinery  have  awakened  Cuban  planters 
to  the  possibilities  that  lie  at  their  own  doors,  and  they  are  using  a 
large  part  of  their  war-time  profits  for  Uie  purchase  of  new  equip- 
ment. 

For  the  time  being  British,  Crerman,  and  French  machinery  is  out 
of  the  market  here,  and  the  trade  is  practically  in  the  hands  of 
American  firms.  A  Louisiana  company  that  builds  its  own  ma- 
chinery and  mill  equipment,  contracting  f ot  a  factory  complete,  has 
done  a  $3,000,000  business  uie  past  year.  Thd  (^rations  here  of  a 
Hissouri  corporation  that  builds  and  sells  mill  crushing  and  grind- 
ing  machinery  only  aggregated  fully  ^,000,000  for  the  twelvft> 
month,  and  a  Pmnsylvania  firm  engaged  in  the  same  lines  completed 
contracts  that  totaled  $500,000.  Tne  year's  business  of  two  impor* 
tant  contracting  engineers,  who  do  not  manufacture  machinery  them- 
selves but  buy  their  equipment  in  the  United  States,  ran  into  the 
millions.  An  Hawaiian  iron  works  that  builds  complete  mill  out- 
fits has  a  staff  of  engineers  now  in  Cuba  drawing  plans  for  new 
factories. 

Vavltj  PftcUnc  TliTMteiia  Saoesu  of  Ameiioan  Ezporten. 

British,  German,  and  French  companies  have  had  the  bulk  of  this 
trade  in  the  past  There  is  no  doubt  that  American  manufaeturing 
and  enginemng  firms  are  getting  the  business  now,  but  whether  or 
not  they  will  be  able  to  hold  it  when  their  European  competitors 
are  again  in  the  field  is  quite  another  question.  They  assuredly  will 
lose  much  of  it  if  greater  attention  is  not  given  to  the  packing  and 
marking  of  their  Cuban  shipments. 

Specific  instances  of  faulty  packing  and  crude  delivery  methods 
on  the  part  of  American  firms  have  oeen  brought  to  my  attention 
during  my  stay  in  Cuba.  Two  centrals  that  had  ordered  machinery 
in  the  United  States  especially  for  this  season's  grinding  did  not 
receive  it  until  after  the  season  started;  and  when  the  cases  did 
mrrire,  owing  to  wretched  packing  and  marking,  there  was  a  lament- 
able mix  up  of  parts.  A  contract  for  furnishing  certain  truck  cars 
complc^  resulted  in  receiving  the  bodies  from  a  concern  in  New 
Jersey  and  the  wheels  from  a  firm  in  Indiana,  weeks  apart  in  de- 
livery. In  other  instances  machinery  pails  were  sent  to  the  wrong 
address. 

Poor  American  packing  was  supposed  to  have  ended  after  all  that 
has  been  said  and  written  on  the  subject,  but  it  is  again  cropping  out 
in  Cuba  and  at  a  most  inopportune  time. 

A  table  of  preferential  freight  rates  on  goods  intended  for  export 
offered  by  the  Great  Eastern  Kailway  of  England  has  been  received 
^om  Vice  Consul  Ripley  Wilson  at  London,  and  may  be  inspected 
■t  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Dnnestic  Commerce  or  its  district 
oflloea.  Befer  to  file  No.  78443. 
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BEEK6  COMHKaCIAL  USE  POB  COBE  OOTTOV. 

[CouBul  Bluiirt  K.  Lupton,  Goateniala  Cit;,  Peb.  !«.] 

A  citizen  of  GimteniRla  City  has  delivered  to  the  American  oon- 
eulate  a  snmple  of  what  is  locally  known  as  **algoclon  de  corcho^ 

(cork  c'ott<m)j  to  detennine  wlittlier  any  commei-cinl  use  may  be 
found  for  it  in  the  Uiuled  States.  It  is  a  parasitic  growth,  found  on 
trees  of  tiie  l*acitic  coast  bectiou,  and  is  plentiful  during  the  dry 
eeasou  from  December  to  May.  It  is  used  in  Guatemala  in  tlie 
manufacture  of  mattre!'>:es,  pillows,  etc.,  being  especially  suitable 
for  such  {purposes  because  it  does  not  pack  down. 

The  citizen  mentiomd  has  already  gathered  about  1  ton  but  states 
that  much  more  is  available,  and  that  the  cost  will  be  between  4  and 
5  cents  gold  per  pound.  He  collects  it  on  his  plantation  in  the 
Chiquiniulia  region,  and  high  raih'oad  freights  are  charged. 

lA  fMiniple  of  the  cork  rotlon  mentioned  niny  be  Inspected  Bt  the  Bareaa  of 
Foreign  ami  l>oniestic  Commerce  or  Its  tlistrlct  offiees.  The  name  of  the 
plnutiitiou  owner  uiuy  ali^o  be  obtalucd  fi'om  those  offices.  Refer  to  flte  N& 
73390.] 


IKFOBTATIOH  OF  PAPEB  INTO  WXTTED  KIHODOIL 

ICableemiu  from  American  consul  general,  London,  Mnr.  15.1 

Tlie  Royal  Commission  charged  with  the  restriction  of  paper  im- 
ports requests  that  shipping  companies  in  the  United  States  be  noti- 
ned  that  their  refusal  to  forward  paper  in  various  forms  causes  great 
unnecessary  inconvenience,  and  states  as  follows : 

GomiuIsRlon  Itself  has  already  given  positive  nssnrauces  to  shipping  com- 
panies in  Luiulon  that  no  delay  wliatevcr  will  arise  tn  dlschnrglDs  any  such 
material  that  arrives  lu  boats  from  United  States,  even  where  no  Ueense  bai 
been  granted  by  this  commission. 

This  niUng  indicates  that  it  is  not  at  present  intended  to  npjpHy 
the  import  restrictions  to  paper  consi^ments  from  the  United 
States. 

[Previous  notices  regarding  tiie  British  import  restrictions  oa 
paper  and  other  products  appeared  in  Commerce  Repobts  for  Feb- 
ruary 17, 19,  and  29, 1916.] 


AKERICAH  CONSULAS  OFHCEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  oflBcers  are  on  leave  of  absence  m 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organisations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  reqtectiva 
jurisdictions: 


Kamt. 

Fat 

Explra. 
thmoT 
tmom. 

Bndteir,  wnuun  Uintaon. . . 
I«WtOD,E.U  

HoDtraol.  Canada  

T(«iidKali»,  Rmduru 

Apr.  1 
Apr.  4 

Apr.  25 

CMtorr  Club,  7  w«t  M  ihMt,  N«r 

(«) 

•TIm  ItlaemrT  ot  Cononl  L^wcon  Is  milMraiitlally  u  (ollovm:  Ijam  Anii*lf«.  Sl«r.  10  M 
SO:  Cbattanooga,  lUr.  M  to  Apr.  li  OndiUMti.  Afur.  Sts  Apr.  U;  WMMnstoA,  Apb  11 

tosB. 
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rOoBSol  Oioeral  Alfred  A.  Wlnriow,  AaeUand,  M.  2L] 
Wool  Mm  ud  SUpMeBt— Anlnals  SlavffMered. 

There  were  164,219  bales  of  wool  sold  at  the  wool  sales  in  New 
Zealand  during  the  last  six  months  in  1915,  against  149,377  bales 
during  the  like  period  in  1914.  During  the  peri<^  100^76  bales  were 
shipped  to  the  IJnited  Kingdom,  26^48  bales  to  the  United  States, 
6,688  bales  to  Canada,  4,310  bales  to  France,  and  2^590  bules  to  Japan. 

During  the  jear  ended  March  31,  1915,  there  were  28:^^17  cattle, 
27,086  calves,  3,649,243  sheep,  4,435,881  lambs,  and  150,492  hogs 
slaughtered  in  New  Zealand  under  Government  inspection,  an  in- 
crease of  75,836  cattle,  4371  calves,  7.034  sheep,  130,175  lambs,  and 
18,132  hogs  o^-er  the  previous  year.  The  total  cost  of  meat  inspeo- 
tioD  vas  $iS7,479. 

Biportt  «t  Hopi. 

Hops  ar)  quite  exteanrely  grown  in  New  Zealand  and  of  an  aver- 
age quality.  The  exports  for  the  three  years  ended  March  31,  1915, 
were  234,000  pounds  for  1913,  valued  at  $100,727;  515,200  pounds  for 
1914,  valued  at  $128,621;  and  321,600  pounds  for  1915,  valued  at 
$101455.  Th»  crop  for  this  season  is  about  an  average. 

iCaanf  aotnro  of  Print  Paper. 

The  manufacture  of  print  paper  in  Kew  Zealand  seems  to  be  as- 
sured, for  a  company  has  been  organized  and  much  of  the  prelinii- 
uary  work  done,  including  a  thorough  test  of  the  material  to  be  used 
for  the  pulp. 

Business  conditions  are  sufficiently  prosperous  now,  it  is  thought, 
to  push  for  the  construction  of  the  plant,  and  there  is  demand  for 
the  paper,  since  there  is  a  marked  shortage  here. 

Aaeklaad  tntj  Parln— Kew  Onuunar  SehooL 

The  city  of  Auckland  has  expended  $223,859  on  the  purchase  of 
additional  park  space  during  the  past  four  years  and  now  has  11 
parks,  covering  a  total  of  about  500  acres,  the  upkeep  of  which  costs 
the  city  about  $70,000  per  annum. 

The  new  Auckland  Grammar  School  situated  on  a  15-acre  tract 
was  opened  at  the  beginning  of  the  1916  school  year.  The  building 
is  mission  style,  containing  20  classrooms  and  cost  $175,194,  with 
accommodation  for  750  boys.  It  is  an  up-to-date  structure  108  by  48 
feet,  two  stories  high,  and  well  equipped. 

Xetearoli^lnl  O'bmmtiaj  at  Aaeklaad. 

The  meteorological  observatory  in  Auckland  has  been  established 
mnce  1853  and  has  done  some  effective  work,  and  it  is  now  proposed 
to  install  a  number  of  self- registering  instruments^  so  that  the  phe- 
nomena of  wind,  rain,  and  other  weathw  conditions  can  be  morei 
accurately  recorded. 

FerromaiuniieBe  amcmiting  to  14.838  tons,  valued  at  $1,029,727,  was 
invoiced  at  the  American  consular  agency  at  West  Hartlepool,  Eng- 
land, for  the  United  States  during  1915,  compared  with  27;2ii9  tons, 
yalued  at  $1,471,017,  for  1914. 
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FOBEIGH  TRADE  OFPOKTUVITIES. 


Beserved  ndttrMwcs  may  be  ob1nfTM><1  from  the  BMmm  nod  Its  dli«trl«t  ofleM.  Bcfiwat 
for  each  opportunity  Bhould  be  on  a  wpanite  Bheet  and  the  flle  nvaaWr  giTCB. 

Bwlerif,  knitted  goods,  etc..  No.  20504. — A  commercial  afcent  of  the  Barean  re- 
ports tliut  nu  Australian  business  man  Is  now  In  the  United  Stateft  who 
desires  to  represent,  on  a  commission  basis.  American  nianofactnrers  of 
hosiery,  knitted  goods,  neckwear,  gtoves,  and  miderwear  for  women.  He 
expects  to  sail  for  Australia  on  March  25. 

Mardtoood*,  No.  20505.~An  American  consular  officer  in  BntEll  writes  that  a 
man  In  his  district  desires  to  com iiiuiil cote  with  Amertcnn  Importers  of 
hardwoods.  A  detailed  list  of  the  hardwoods  handled  hy  this  man  may 
be  obtained  on  application  to  tlie  Burenu  or  Its  district  offices. 

ChemicalM,  p/orc*.  linen  for  tailors,  hosiery,  etc..  No.  20S00. — A  firm  In  Rpnin 
writes  thnt  It  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  chemicals 
for  the  textile  Industry,  phiirmacenticul  products,  cbemicnl  technical  prod- 
ucts, essentiiit  oils,  vnrnlsh.  colors,  pencils,  cbemicnl  preparations,  fclores, 
lluen  for  tailore.  hosiery,  I'Uttons  of  all  kinds,  tools,  scissors,  spectsdea, 
kitchen  utensils,  etc.  Correspondence  may  be  In  EogUsb.  References  are 
given. 

Paper,  stationery,  etc..  No.  20507. — An  American  consnlar  officer  In  France 
reports  that  o  Arm  In  bis  district  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations 
with  Auierlctin  mimufacturera  of  paper  of  ail  kinds,  including  newspaiier, 
writing  and  wrapping  pniier,  and  stationery  supplies  of  all  kinds.  Refer- 
ence Is  given. 

Storage  tanks.  No.  20508. — An  American  eonsiTiar  officer  In  Greece  writes  that 
0  man  in  bis  district  desires  to  receive  civtalogues  and  full  iufomuition 
from  American  manufacturers  of  storage  tanks  for  ga  sol  lite,  water,  und 
oils,  of  from  4.000  to  7,000  tons  capacity.  Catalogues,  etc.  sboold  be  aent 
to  the  consulate. 

Metal  stamping  machinery.  So.  20509. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Braill 
writes  that  be  has  an  Inquiry  for  catalogues  of  metal  stamping  atachluor. 
for  making  small  binges  and  locks.  Catalogues,  price  lists,  and  full  lufor- 
mutton  should  be  sent  to  the  consulate. 

Bake  orens.  No.  20510. — The  commerdnl  attache  of  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce In  Loudon  transmits  an  Inquiry  from  n  man  In  l^don  who  desires 
to  estublish  commercial  relations  wltli  American  manufacturers  of  bake 
oveua 

Motion  picture  films,  etc..  No.  20511. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bnrena  re- 
twrts  that  a  man  In  Spain  desires  to  represent  American  mnnofacturera  oC 
ail  kinds  of  products,  especially  moving  iilcture  flima.  Gumfl|ioiKleaoe 
shonld  be  in  H|uinish. 

General  agency.  No.  20512. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  reports  thnt  a 
firm  in  I'ei  u  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  on  u  commbodoa 
basis.  No  particular  line  of  goods  ts  qwdfled.  Corre^mlence  may  be  la 
English. 

Talves,  No.  20513. — A  commerdnl  agent  of  the  Bureau  reports  that  a  firm  In 
Norway  Is  In  the  market  for  Inm  body  gate  valven.  with  brois  gate.  In 
sii'.es  from  i  up  to  S  inches,  threaded.  It  U  stated  that  about  60  pieces  of 

each  »lze  ore  required. 

Bportiug  goods,  iratrhmakcrs'  supplies,  etc..  No.  20.'>14. — An  American  consular 
oflicer  in  East  Afrl<'n  rppm-ts  tliiit  n  Arm  in  his  district  desires  to  receU-e 
catniofnies.  pi'lce  lists,  nnil  full  infonnntlon  fr«mi  American  niannfacturen 
of  HptH-tnclps;  siKH'titig  kimhK  for  cricket,  footitall.  golf,  and  tennis;  M-otrti* 
nuikerH'  Kiipplies;  niul  window  fixtures.  Correspondence  nmy  be  in  Englt^ 

batting  shuttles  and  embroidery  hoops.  No.  20.">1.'». — A  man  in  Canada  informs 
an  Aiucrlcim  consular  ofllccr  tiiat  he  desii-es  to  Ir?  placed  In  touch  with 
American  mniiufacturers  nnd  exp(irttfi*8  of  tutting  shuttles  and  embrnWery 
bnoiis.  Catalogues,  samples,  and  price  lists  should  be  sent.  Reference  it 
given. 
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HOBZFIGATION  OF  FKENCH  EUBABOO. 

[Jonnuil  Offldel.  Feb.  20.] 

According  to  a  decree  of  February  19,  certain  goods  named  below, 
which  were  recently  placed  under  embargo,  may  now  be  exportea 
without  special  authorization  to  destinations  in  the  United  King- 
dom and  Britisli  possessions  and  protectorates,  parts  of  Belgium, 
Japan,  Russia,  and  countries  of  North  and  South  America:  v^e- 
tuble  wax;  agar-agar:  esparto  and  fibers  of  coco,  piassava,  ixtle,  lin- 
den bark,  New  Zealand  flax  (phormium  tenax),  Manila  hemp,  aloe, 
and  other  fibrous  plants  not  specified,  crude,  retted,  twistea  or  in 
hanks  and  tow,  even  spun;  wrack  and  other  algae  used  in  the  ex- 
traction of  iodine. 


GANASZAK  GOVEKHIEERT  ANALYZES  TA^  SXSUF. 

ICoDBul  Fdix  8.  8.  Jobnson,  KIngstoD,  Ontario,  Mar.  8.] 

A  Canadian  Goremment  report  on  table  sirup  other  than  maple 
has  been  issued  by  the  Inland  Revenue  Department  at  Ottawa.  Alto- 
^ther  200  samples  were  analyzed  by  the  tiovemment  food  inspectors 
m  various  districts  throughout  Canada.  The  sttmples  as  classified 
are:  Corn-sugar  sirup,  49;  essentially  glucose  sirup,  109;  mixture 
containing  a  considerable  quantity  of  sugar  sirup,  27 ;  and  molasses,  15. 

In  submitting  his  report  to  the  Government  the  analyst  states  that 

glucose  and  corn  sirup  have  recently  been  largely  found  and  that 
ley  are  wholesome  articles  of  food. 


Persia  Bays  Amoican  Shoes. 


Information  as  to  the  Persian  market  for  footwear,  made  avail- 
able to  shoe  manufacturers  In  the  United  States  through  Confiden- 
tial Circular  No.  227  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 

Commerce,  has  resulted,  reports  Vice  Consul  Ralph  H.  Bader,  in 
Uie  sale  in  Teheran  alono  of  more  than  $10,000  worth  of  American 
shoes. 
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FREIGHT  RATES  TO  NICARAGUA  HTCBEASED. 

[Coa«aI  Cornelliu  Ferris,  Jr.,  Blueflelda,  Har.  3.) 

Freight  rates  from  New  Orleans,  La.,  to  Bluefields  and  Cape 

Gracias  a  Dios,  on  the  Atlantic  coast  of  Nicaragua,  have  been  in- 
ci-eased,  on  an  average,  40  per  cent,  as  appeal's  by  a  new  freight 
tariif  issued  by  the  liluefields  Fruit  &  Steamship  Co.,  which  became 
effective  March  1,  1916.  The  increase  is  due  to  the  impossibility 
of  chartering  vessels  except  at  bighw  rates. 

[A  copy  of  I>>elght  Tariff  No.  15,  In  which  these  rates  are  glTen  In  detail, 
may  be  tnflpectwl  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  dis- 
trict offices.  liefer  to  file  Na  T3T53.] 


HHIPPING  LOSSES  XS  THE  WAB. 

[Commercial  Attach^  A.  H.  Baldwin.  London.] 

In  the  London  Daily  Telegraph  there  is  a  statement  by  Mr.  Archi- 
bald Hurd  on  the  shipping  losses  in  the  present  war,  which  was 
compiled  from  material  furnished  by  the  secretary  of  Lloyd's,  who  is 
now  in  charge  of  the  daily  issuing  of  Lloyd's  List 

The  record  includes  statistics  brou^it  down  to  date  of  January  22, 
1916,  and  the  following  table  lists  the  ships  of  every  nationality 
which  have  been  detained,  captured,  or  destroyed  to  that  date : 


Nationality. 

Number. 

Toonags. 

Matlantilty. 

Nombar. 

TcMmaga. 

485 

1C7 
«0I 
60 

!.5n<l.«5 
2R3.178 

1.276.590 
X7.a(H 

lai 

136 

^?.«, 

Total  

3, 183 

S.774.3U 

■  Dnoertalo. 

These  totals  emphasize  the  serious  handicap  under  whidi  the 
world's  cari-ying  trade  is  now  being  conducted. 

Losses  of  Herehant  Shipping  Of  Allies. 

The  following  table  shows  the  details  with  respect  to  British  mer- 
chant shipping: 


Particulars. 

Number. 

TonnaEe. 

Partlmlars. 

Nomber. 

Tonm^ 

IMalned  In  Ctnnan  ports  on 

BO 
9 
« 

3 
22S 
27 

170.  (WB 
12.490 
»4,580 
g.llL 
lAf,.m 
129.281 

Stmlc  by  mines  or  expio 'loo. . 
Damaged  by  mines  or  explo- 
sion  

E3 

SB 
4 

103,5* 
Httt 

retains  I  In  Turkhh  porti  . . . 
Captured  sod  kudIc  byanemy. 

Captured  bv  «jemv   

«6 

i,aoa»<ii 

Damagod  by  submarines  

The  merchant  shipping  los.ses  suffered  by  the  nations  allied  wiUk 
Great  Britain  are  listed  as  follows: 

Particulars. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

Partfcolars. 

Number. 

Tonntgi. 

Capture  and  sunk  by  enemy 

87 
1.1 
14 
73 
S 

n 

?3.4tl 
3S  161 

to.iu 

11,5!W 
17,438 

Damaged  by  mines  orexplo- 

1 
1 

Sunk  by  «ibuiarli»s  

Damand  by mbmarlnes  .... 
Bunk  by  nnn or  azploslon.. 

U7 

mm 
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Ctarmu  ud  Avitrlaa  X«S8ei. 

There  is  also  appended  the  following  tabte  of  the  losses  of  German 
and  Austrian  shipping: 


Putieiilus. 


IMabwd  b)  British  pots  on  th«  outbreak  of  mr 

IMKlMd  In  otersMS  Britfsb  ports  

Stisad  on  antar^og  BriUsb  ports  

Dolkinad  In  Egyptian  ports  

Caplniod  In  German  colooW  ports  

Oapttirad  and  sunk  tj  Brillsb  

Ckptntad  br  Brltbh  

pa'slnsd  In  Beteioo  porta  

iMabiai  In  French  and  Snislan  ports  

IMaloed  In  Italian  pwto  

C&p'arad  and  sank  by  allies  

Sunk  by  nibnnrtnai  

IMunamd  bv  sabmartnas  

Sunk  by  tninet  or  explailoo  

Cq>lurM  by  the  allies  


Oeiman. 


Number.  TMuiaga. 


70 

18 
2B 

9 
74 
89 
flS 
3S 

5 
SO 

B 

4 

n 


'001 


S4.T16 
I34.KH 
9S.379 
86.0311 
68.873 
31.431 
180.403 

168. i;i 

163.866 

B.4sn 

49.480 
».75fi 
8,081 
44.308 


1,376.590 


Aostrlan. 


Number.  Toonage. 


80 


37.S89 
38.058 


11.629 


3,233 
32,Kf>8 

6,673 
48,  ■164 
79.777 

1,006 


3.138 
3.4G8 
U.428 


a67,«8« 


•  Inoloding  ligiMa,  togs,  dbows,  eto. 

The  statement  is  also  made  that  Turkey  has  suffered  in  its  diippins 
in  various  ways  to  tJie  number  of  124  ^ips,  Uie  total  tonnage  oi 
which,  however,  is  uncertain. 

XoBses  Among  Nentral  Hfttlons, 

^Reference  is  made  to  the  heavy  toll  which  neutral  states  have  suf- 
fered, in  spite  of  the  fact  that  they  are  merely  spectators  of  the  war. 
There  follows  a  list  of  these  losses : 


Farticnlan. 


Captured  by  Briiiah  

Captured  by  >ijli«s  

Captured  and  sunk  by  the 

onemy   

Captured  by  enemy  

Sunk  by  suDmorlnsi  


Number. 

Tonnage. 

40 

80,617 

13 

18,216 

6 

11,259 

1>92 

122,182 

FartioDlan, 


Damaged  by  submarines  

Sunk  by  mme?  or  explosion. 
Damaged  by  mines  or  explo- 
sion  

Total  


Number. 

Tonnage. 

0 

24,734 

94 

13S.446 

14 

S9,018 

736 

441,471 

•  Many  or  these  have  since  been  nleawd.  Thair  national  ft  tea  were  as  roUows:  Swedish,  346:  NMira- 
gian,57:  Danish,  41;  Dutcb,  15;  American,  6;  Greek,  4. 

b  Of  these,  91  are  stated  to  han  been  sunk  by  Oannan  submarines  and  1  by  ui  Aostrlan.  In  two  oasai 
tlie  nationality  Is  not  stated. 

Other  Iftoton  In  Bhlppliig  Shortage. 

Mr.  Hurd  comments  on  these  statistics  as  follows : 

This  assembly  of  figures  goes  some  wny  to  explain  why  to-day  there  Is  a 
sliortage  of  raerchnnt  tonnage.  To  tills  record  of  detention,  capture,  and  de- 
struction let  there  be  mlded  the  extent  to  which  the  allies  have  bud  to  requi- 
sition shipping  for  naval  and  military  purposes  and  the  number  of  German  and 
Austrian  vessels  shut  Into  neutral  ports,  and  some  concepticoi  can  be  formed  o€ 
tlie  grave  effect  of  the  war  on  tbe  carrying  trade  of  the  world. 


There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  value  of  the  exports  of  castor 
seed  from  the  Bombay  (India)  district  to  the  United  States  durine 
1915  compared  with  the  preceding  year,  according  to  invoices  certifiea 
at  the  Ajnerican  consulate  at  that  place.  The  shipments  were  as 
follows:  1914,  $912,715;  1915,  $974,286. 
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WIBE-DBAa  WOBK  IH  ALASKA. 

A  description  of  the  wire-drag  work  in  Alaska  and  an  cxpTanation 
of  its  importance  are  given  in  Special  Publication  No.  34  of  the 
United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  which  presents  valuable 
facts  relating  to  hydrographic  surveys  in  that  Territory  and  puints 
to  the  numerous  dangers  to  shipping  which  it  is  hoped  to  overcome. 
The  publication  is  illustrated  by  many  halftones  and  line  drawings, 
the  latter  including  sections  of  charts,  by  means  of  which  the  steps 
described  may  be  followed.  Considering  that  the  wire  dra^  cszne 
into  use  in  1914,  the  results  that  have  been  obtained  in  a  £^ort  tune  are 
considered  remarkable. 

The  reiaticn  of  this  work  to  the  important  interests  of  Alaska,  as 
represented  by  a  commerce  of  $70,000,000  per  year,  which  is  con- 
stantly increasing,  is  shown.  All  commerce  between  Alaska  and  the 
west  coast  and  between  the  ports  of  Alaska  is  water-borne  and  many 
vessels  are  obliged  to  pass  through  the  intricate  system  of  narrow 
channels  in  southessteni  Alaska.  These  passages,  which  are  usually 
deep  depressions  between  high  ridges,  are  apparently  safe,  but  tm 
appearance  of  security  is  deceiving  on  account  of  the  existence  of 
very  sharp  pinnacle  rocks,  rising,  in  many  cases,  from  great  depths, 
and  of  such  small  extent  that  the  ordinary  methods  of  hydrography 
fail  to  reveal  them.  Those  who  have  net  visited  Alaska  will  get  an 
excellent  idea  of  what  is  meant  by  the  term  "  pinnacle  rock  "  from 
the  illustrations  in  the  bock.  Even  without  the  wrecking  of  vessels 
it  was  eas^  to  infer  the  existence  of  submei^;ed  pinnacles,  but  until 
the  adoption  of  the  wire  drag,  which  has  been  developed  on  the  At- 
lantic coast,  there  was  no  means  of  discovering  them  and  plaang 
them  on  the  chart  so  that  they  could  be  avoided. 

CMve  Prompt  Votlee  of  ITttelttTted  Books. 

The  finding  of  uncharted  rocks  is  promptly  reported  to  the 
Director  of  Coast  Surveys  at  Seattle,  Wash.,  who  immediately 
informs  all  those  concerned,  pending  the  usual  publication  and  chart- 
ing of  the  shoal.  In  one  channel  out  of  12  buoys  now  marking  dan- 
gerous rocks  5  have  been  placed  on  shoals  found  in  the  wire-drag 
work.  Vessels  often  avoid  uncharted  shoals  by  sticking  closely  to 
the  same  channel  which  they  have  previously  traversed  in  saie^. 
This  is  frequently  impossible. 

A  chart  of  southeastern  Alaska  in  this  book  shows  the  important 
through  routes  and  the  progress  that  has  been  made  in  dragging 
them.  The  dangerous  shoals,  indicated  on  the  chart  as  a  result  of 
the  wire-drag  work,  are  strewn  so  thicltly  that  little  imagination  is 
required  to  realize  that  until  this  work  is  completed  a  voyage  to 
Alaska  is  not  quite  of  the  same  character  as  in  a  dredged  channel. 
The  Alaska  railroad  can  not  fully  serve  its  purpose  until  it  is  possible 
to  place  ships  of  the  highest  class  in  the  Alaska  trade  with  the  as- 
aurance  that  they  will  be  safe  from  all  but  tiie  custcnnary  dangers  of 
the  sea. 

Copies  of  the  publication,  "Wire-Drag  Work  in  Alaska."  may  be 
obtained  at  15  cents  each  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents, 
Gomnment  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.  C 


Digitized  by 


Google 


dOMHEBOB  BEFOBTil.  1109 

INDTTSTBI&I  NOTES  FBOU  THE  CXTZCO  DISTSICT. 

[Special  Agent  J.  A.  UaneL] 
Xleetiioit7  and  Water  Supply  for  Ctueoo. 

A  company  has  been  formed,  composed  of  Messrs.  Abel  Montes, 
Mariano  I.  Ferro,  Cesar  Lomellini,  and  Emilio  Carensi  Galozo,  with 
a  capital  of  about  $80,000,  for  supplying  electric  light  and  power  in 
Cuzco.  The  water  of  a  lake  about  13  miles  from  the  town  is  to 
operate  the  plant.  Construction  has  already  been  begun  and  is  ex- 
pected to  be  completed  within  10  months. 

The  national  Government  has  appropriated  about  $50,000  to  con- 
tinue the  construction  of  the  waterwor^  for  the  city  of  Cuzco.  The 
work  has  not  yet  been  actually  bemin.  Those  interested  should, 
inquire  of  the  Direccion  de  Obras  Publicas  (Director  of  Public 
Works)  in  Lima. 

BailToad  to  La  ConTeiicloii — Industrial  Possibilities  of  tbe  Xeglons. 

The  railroad  from  Cuzco  to  La  Convencion  should  be  begun  to- 
ward the  end  of  this  year,  as  the  law  authorizing  it  has  been  enacted 
and  some  of  the  construction  material  already  purchased.  The  line 
will  follow  tlie  route  via  Huarocondo,  OUantaitambo  and  Santa  Ana. 
It  is  not  known  whether  the  Government  desires  to  have  the  work 
undertaken  by  contract  or  by  private  capitalists.  It  would  probably 
entertain  a  i)rop.o8ition  to  have  it  built  by  private  capital  with  cer^ 
tain  guaranties  by  the  State.  This  line  will  open  up  new  industries, 
such  as  the  exportation  of  lumber,  the  establishment  of  factories  for 
making  furniture  and  preserving  fruits,  cotton  planting,  and  per- 
haps manufacturing  ana  mining,  as  this  section  of  the  department  is 
rich  in  minerals. 

The  large  coca,  cacao,  and  sugar-cane  plantations  in  the  Province  of 
La  Convencion,  which  is  reached  only  through  Cuzco,  are  in  constant 
need  of  machinery  and  other  supplies,  and  catalogues  in  Spanish 
would  find  readers  and  perhaps  bring  about  sales.  Com  is  produced 
there  in  large  quantities  and  is  of  excellent  quality. 

Street  Kallways  of  Cuzco — llew  Industries  Needed.  ' 

The  existing  street  railway  line  in  Cuzco  is  operated  with  horses. 
Some  of  the  cars  were  furnished  by  an  American  concern  and  the 

rest  were  built  in  the  country.  With  the  introduction  of  electric 
power  the  question  of  electrification  may  be  taken  up.  Such  a  change 
would  be  very  desirable,  as  the  streets  are  quite  hilly.  The  contrad 
of  the  present  owners  with  the  city  runs  for  20  years. 

There  is  need  in  Cuzco  for  several  new  industrial  establishmentSf 
including  a  slaughterhouse,  a  satisfactory  hotel,  and  a  modern  bakery. 
At  present  most  of  the  bread  is  made  in  small  shops  under  primitive 
conditions,  and  much  of  it  is  even  brought  in  from  outeide  towns. 

[The  Bureau  of  ForeigQ  and  Domestic  Commerce  lins  received  a  list  of  the 
principal  Importing  nnd  exporting  bonnes  of  Cuzco,  with  details  regarding  the 
lines  of  goods  handled  and  terms  expected  or  granted.  It  will  be  loaned  oa 
request  Refer  to  file  Na  871.] 


The  ^ipments  of  chemical  pulp  from  Sweden  to  the  United  States 
decreased  in  value  from  $6,830,142  for  1914  to  $4,417,544  for  1915, 
according  to  invoices  certified  at  the  American  consulates  and  agen- 
cies in  tiiat  country. 
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KEW  ZHTESnOATIOirS  IN  SOUTH  AJf£BICAH  KAUETS. 

The  markets  for  textiles^  wearing  apparel,  and  electrical  goods  of 
ftU  kinds  in  South  America  are  to  be  the  subjects  of  exhaustive 
investigations  just  being  instituted  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce.  Two  special  agents,  experts  in  their  particular 
lines,  will  be  sent  to  South  America  Portly  on  this  work.  Mr.  Philip 
S.  Smith,  of  New  York,  will  report  on  the  markets  for  electrical 
..goods  and  Mr.  W.  A.  Tucker,  of  Massachusetts,  on  textiles  and  wear- 
ing apparel.  Both  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Tucker  are  now  in  Washing- 
ton making  preparations  fur  their  trip,  and  both  expect  to  sail  from 
New  York  about  the  middle  of  April. 

The  reports  rendered  by  these  agents  will  be  published  by  this 
Bureau  for  dissemination  among  business  men  of  the  country  inter- 
ested in  South  American  trade.  Textiles,  particularly  cotton  goods, 
form  one  of  the  chief  articles  of  import  in  South  America,  but  the 
share  of  the  United  States  in  the  trade  has  heretofore  been  smaller 
■than  some  of  its  European  competitors.  Mr.  Tucker  will  show  what 
kinds  of  goods  arc  in  demand  in  South  America  and  will  collect 
samples,  price  lists,  and  catalogues,  so  that  American  houses  may 
be  tnoroughly  informed  as  to  the  requirements  of  the  markets. 

Scope  of  Wearlng-appanl  InTcstlgation— Trade  la  Electrical  ffoods  and  Boob 

and  Sboes. 

"Wearing-apparel  markets  in  South  America,  with  the  exception 
.of  those  for  hosiery,  have  not  been  extensively  cultivated  by  Ameri- 
can firms,  and  reports  on  this  subject  will  be  of  special  ijiterest  to 
manufacturer-s  of  men*s  and  women's  garments.  The  investigation 
will  coyer  rciidy-made  clothing,  haberdashery,  knit  goods,  w<»nen^ 
and  children's  clothing  of  all  kinds,  and  miscellaneous  articles  of 
wearing  apparel,  such  as  raincoats,  uniforms,  and  fancy  clothing. 
It  will  be  conducted  through  the  offices  of  the  commercial  attaches, 
who  will  ohtttin  samples  of  wearing  apparel,  together  with  reports 
written  by  local  men  familiar  with  the  trade.  These  samples  and 
reports  will  then  be  supervised  by  Mr.  Tucker  and  will  be  sent  on  to 
the  Bureau  for  inspection  by  American  firms  interested. 
.  In  the  last  few  years  there  has  been  evidenced  a  growing  interest 
tmon^  manufncturers  of  electrical  goods  in  the  United  States  in  the 
possibilities  of  South  Americon  markets,  and  the  reports  of  Mr. 
Smith  will  furnish  the  technical  information  necessary  to  enable  our 
producers  of  electrical  erjuipment  of  all  kinds  to  cultivate  the  field 
intelligently.  The  high  price  of  coal  in  most  parts  of  South  America 
and  the  prevalence  of  water  power  have  caused  a  considerable  de- 
velopment in  the  hydroelectric  industry,  and  American  appliances 
should  find  an  increasing  sate.  Mr.  Smith  will  report  both  on  the 
present  conditions  in  the  trade  and  on  the  future  prospects. 

The  samples  collected  by  these  agents  will  be  placed  on  exhibition 
at  the  various  district  offices  of  the  bureau,  and  will  be  accompanied 
by  full  descriptions  and  prices. 

AH  American  concerns  interested  in  these  investigations  which 
would  like  to  have  particular  points  covered  should  write  at  once  to 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  stating  what  in- 
formation they  would  like  to  have,  and  the  agents  will  endeavor  to 
obtain  it  for  them. 
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Mr.  H.  G.  Brock,  of  Brockton,  Mass.,  a  member  of  the  bureau's 
staff,  will  soon  leave  for  South  America  to  carry  on  special  work,  a 
feature  of  which  will  be  the  bringing  up  to  date  of  the  information 
in  the  bureau^s  files  regarding  south  American  markets  for  boot3 
and  shoes. 

CHAKGES  IN  BRITISH  EMBABaO  liST. 

(Telegram  from  Consul  General  B.  P.  Skinner,  London,  Uar.  IT.] 

According  to  a  proclamation  of  March  16, 1916,  the  exportation  of 
certain  sugars,  formerly  under  embargo  to  all  destinations  but  British 
possessions  and  protectorates,  is  now  prohibited  to  all  destinations. 
The  new  item,  slightly  changed,  reads  as  follows :  "  Cane  and  beet 
sugar,  unrefined  or  refined,  mcluding  cand}'."  Additional  articles 
under  the  same  prohibition  are  the  foUowing:  Acetic  acid,  cinemato- 
graph films,  ferromolybdenum,  ferrosilicon,  ferrotungsten,  gramo- 
phone and  other  sound-producing  records,  photographic  sensitive- 
film  plates  and  printing  paper  (whether  exposed  or  not),  platinum, 
salts  of  radium,  and  tungsten. 

The  exportation  of  manufactured  fuel  is  prohibited  to  all  non- 
British  destinations  after  March  27,  1916.  Clinical  thermometers, 
ramie  stockings  and  ramie  fabrics  for  the  manufacture  of  gas  man- 
tels, surgical  instruments,  and  ray  apparatus  may  be  exported  only  to 
British  destinations. 

The  following  articles  are  added  to  the  list  of  goods  of  which  the 
exportation  is  prohibited  to  countries  in  Europe  and  on  the  Mediter- 
ranean and  Black  Seas  other  than  France,  Russia  (except  through 
Baltic  ports),  Italy,  Spain,  and  Portugal:  Absinthe;  certain  chemi- 
cals, viz,  barium  sulphate,  calcium  sulphate,  iron  sulphates,  sodium 
sulphate  and  bisulpnate  (including  niter  cake),  and  strontium  sul- 
phate; glucose  and  malt  sugar;  salt,  rock  and  white,  except  table  salt. 

SFAnrs  wnTE  Am)  gbape  fbobuctioh. 

tCoaral  Goneral  Carl  BaUej  Hunt,  Barcelona,  Feb.  IT.] 

The  Spanish  Department  of  Agriculture's  lat^  estimate  of  the 
production  of  grapes  and  must  in  the  Kingdom  during  1915  falls 
somewhat  below  the  earlier  figures  [see  Commebce  Reports  for  Nov. 
19  and  Dec.  11,  1915],  the  area  devoted  to  grapes  now  being  given 
as  3,080,218  acres,  the  grape  production  as  1,670,058  metric  tons  (of 
2,204.6  pounds),  the  grapes  devoted  to  wine  making  as  1,516,624 
metric  tons,  and  the  must  produced  as  232,205.312  gallons. 

American  vines  are  also  cultivated  in  Spain,  statistics  showing 
that  on  6,753  acres  in  the  Province  of  Valladolid  and  870  acres  in 
the  Province  of  Alava  American  vines  were  grown  exclusively. 

District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Bomestio  Commeroe. 

Vevr  Torlc,  Boon  409  Vnltod  States  Cnstomhonse;  Boston,  etghteentli  flora 
Vnlted  States  Cnstomhonse;  Chicago,  804  Federal  BulldlnK;  St.  Lonis.  403  Third 
Vatloiial  Bank  BuUdlnff;  AtlanU.  521  Post  Offl::c  Bnilding;  New  Orleans,  1020 
Kltwrala  Bank  Bnlldlng;  San  Francisco,  306  United  States  Cnstomhonse;  Seattle, 
MS  Alaska  Bnilding.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  Hew  Orleans  &  Texas 
Paoiflc  By.  Co.,  Cincinnati;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commeroe;  Betrolt,  Board 
of  Commeroe;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Sonth  Aaerloan  Agent, 
lovtliem  By.  Co.,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 
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BTTS8IAN  BTTDOXT  FOR  1916. 

[London  Times  RoaslBn  Supplemrat.  Feb.  24.] 

The  following  table  shows  the  principal  items  in  Uie  estimated 

revenue  and  expenditure  of  Russia  for  1915  and  1916,  conversions 
having  been  made  at  tlie  normal  exchange  rate  of  $0,515  to  the  ruble: 


Items. 


OlDIKABT  UTEMUB. 


Dinct  taxes  , 

IndirBct  taxes  

Duties  

Royalties  

6tuU  properly  and  rtmd3  

Kxproprialion  of  biate  property  

Land  redemptioD  aomuties  

Baimbursemeot  of  Tnosury  axponaes. 
lUtceUaoiDoiu  receipts  


Total  onUnaiy  rereiuia. 


EZTUOBDOUBT  KEVBHUE. 


Perpetual  deposits  In  th«  State  bank  , 

Beimbtmeiuent  ol  advanoea  mada  to  allmeotatloa  fund, 
C^adJt  operations  


Total  extraordinary  rareiiae. 
Total  memw  


fOgMij  of  tlip  ImtMTlal  Hoo=e'  old  , 

Bbthar  adniluistmucju  of  tbe  Empif*.  

Bnlyt-ynod  

Uinmry  of  t'  e  Inloriw  

UlnUtry  of  Fiuanoe  

MfnLslry  of  Ju^ti™  ,  , 

Ministry  ol  Foreiitu  Allain  

Hini:  irv  i/!  Pliliicntiiia  , 

Mini  irV  o(  Wiiv-  ol  ('ommanfcatiOD  

Mini. '  rv  ni  ri<r:n]|:Trn  and  laduntrlea  

Minl-ir'y  i>(  Ainioultura  

Admin i^t^;lIiotl  of  stuis  

Miui-irv  of  War  , 

Mini-iiy  of  Murluo.  

Au'lil  iiiiTii'-tri-  

rilhlii-  'Irlit  ■^crviCi'S  

£.xji.'t!  liiu  <'  iiiif'>:  iv  Q  in  the  eetlniate9,aa  extraordliiar7reqiili«niaiit« 

ar:  111^  i.'Jri  ,.Lr  u  o[  the  year  


Total  ordinary  axpandituia. 


BZTUOUDlaBT  BznKHTUBI. 

Kimndltara  of  the  War  UbbCry  on  renewal  of  stons  and  tnataiW. 

Baflway  construction  

Advances  t«  railway  companies  

CtMutructloa  ol  new  portii,  and  thorough  improveaient  of  azlsUBC  tn 


Total  ezttaordinary  expoidltura. 
Total  expenditun.  


1915 


fl«2,MI.I14 

800.079.015 

167.078.606 
661,4X1.588 
M0.TV7 
960.404 
as.  279.  OS 
7,782,890 


l,0U.Qa».773 


7T5.600 

4.130.000 
n.33t,723 


as. 214, 222 
l.«4t.»4.M4 


8.m.m 

4.S47.S43 
27.070:818 
nM.4SI.«l 
183,788,^ 

a,aM.tm 

4.011.008 
n.Ml.U2 
IH.SSB.770 

28.122.SO0 
73.001.  If7 
1.976.364 
304.075,!G7 
MS.  920. 775 
8.(180.  GOO 
226.418,808 

fi.  150.000 


1,680.048,478 


4D.8a.9iM 
27,(»1.538 
6il.«5« 
228,403 


fl9,ZU.61S 


1910 


SU5,2t2.SM 
4I3.40S.3S4 
122. 78ft  8M 
130.740.838 
4M,856.98B. 

«4aw 

806.  »f7 

«:fin.40o 

8,6ai.2afi 


Li08.7Sa.74B 


815.808 

4,130.000 
U»,SZ1.«8 


173.468.  E78 
1,874.321.338 


8.436. 191 
4.«8&.S7 
27. 70.870 
117.  IlX.t» 
188.  K3. 178 
62.41«.aa8 
3.n».8M 

Bs.ac7.sr 

la.  788.7* 
32.710.383 
n. 477.348 
1.981.391 
3tM.075.ye7 
94.082.453 
8,661.148 
398.881388 

(.uaooo 


1.04.071.  907 


i,«i2.8n 
»,or.8M 
ivo.ua 

4,118^  fl8 


88.647.419 


l,6«,283.9Bt  l.<74.Sn.aS 


WHEAT  ASB  OAT  CROP  IH  SKW  ZEALAHS. 

[ConanI  Cener&l  Alfred  A,  Wlnalow,  Auckland.  B>b.  10.1 

The  latest  estimate  given  out  by  the  Department  of  AgrictUtare 
covering  the  wheat  and  oat  crop  for  the  season  1915-16  puts  the 
wheat  production  at  7,309,020  bushels,  against  6,644.336  bushels  for 
1914-15,  with  oats  at  12,722,733  bushels  for  1915-16,  against 
11,436,301  for  1914-15.  This  will  give  about  2,000,000  bushels  of 
.nrheat  and  2,500,000  bushels  of  oats  for  export 
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HOJJJUUltAS  ESTABLISHES  FREE  FORT. 

{American  Minister  John  E\vlng,  Tegucigalpa,  Feb.  8.1 

A  law  approved  by  the  Honduras  Congress,  in  response  to  a  sng^ 
fi:estion  by  tne  Secretary  of  Finance,  provides  that  a  free  port  shall 
be  established  in  the  Department  of  Mosquitia,  at  the  point  where  the 
Cnita  River  empties  into  the  Lake  or  Bay  of  Caratasca.  The  port 
to  be  built  under  the  provisions  of  this  law  is  to  bear  the  name  of 
Pueito  Herrei-a,  in  honor  of  the  memory  of  Dionisio  de  Herrero, 
first  president  of  Honduras. 

A  message  to  Congress  from  the  Secretaiy  of  Finance  told  of  the 
necessity  for  a  change  in  conditions  that  had  existed  for  many  years, 
in  order  that  the  many  tribes  in  the  Department  of  Mosquitia  might 
be  benefited,  and  to  secure  the  development  of  natural  resources, 
"while  adding  to  the  source  of  revenue  lor  the  National  Treasury. 

"  The  opening  of  this  port,"  he  said,  "  would  put  an  end  to  the 
smuggling  which  is  carried  on  to-day  on  a  great  scale  in  that  region, 
and  it  would  be  possible  to  keep  constant  watch  over  the  fulfillment 
of  contracts  for  tne  cutting  of  timber  and  other  contracts." 
Vntouelied  Commerciany  and  iDdtistrially. 

The  Province  or  District  of  Mosquitia,  which  comprises  almost 
one-sixth  of  the  total  territory  of  Honduras,  is  absolutely  untouched* 
commercially  and  industrially,  and  is  peopled  by  Indian  tribes. 
Aside  from  a  few  points  on  the  coast,  where  timber  cutting  is  carried 
on  in  a  small  scale,  nothing  is  known  of  this  territory,  which  the 
stories  of  occasional  travelers  tell  is  rich,  not  only  in  timberlands, 
but  in  agricultural  possibilities  and  mineral  wealth.  Aside  from  a 
few  sm&U  viUa^  on  the  coast,  there  are  only  the  Indian  towns,  said 
to  exist  in  the  interior. 

While  the  present  law  does  little  more  than  provide  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  this  port,  it  is  planned,  as  the  town  grows,  to  formulate 
regulations  and  endeavor  eventually,  as  colonization  warrants,  to 
establish  small  towns  in  the  interior,  and  in  this  way,  and  through 
the  natural  establishment  of  schools,  courts,  churches,  etc.,  to  open 
up  this  region  to  civilization  and  make  possible  Uie  development  of 
its  resources. 

J>eeree  Provides  for  Steps  to  lie  Token  by  Government 

The  law  in  question  was  received  by  Congress  with  enthusiasm 
and  passed  almost  unanimously.  It  is  stated  by  the  leaders  here  that 
the  prospects  are  good  for  its  accomplishing  the  purpose  for  which 
it  was  enacted.  Among  the  provisions  or  the  decree  establishing 
the  port  are: 

Artict.!!:  1.  The  point  where  the  River  Grutn  flows  Into  Lake  Caratasca,  and 
which  will  henr  the  name  of  Puerto  Horrern,  is  now  instituted  as  a  free  port 
Of  the  Republic  for  the  period  of  10  yeiirs  for  the  storapre  of  merchandise. 

AJtT.  2.  Tile  Oovernroent  !s  empowered — ^firBt,  to  establish  In  Puerto  Herrera  a 
provisional  administration  until  It  can  be  put  upon  the  same  Imsls  as  the  other 
ports  as  regards  civil,  nitlltary.  and  municipal  authorities,  Issuing  for  this  pur- 
pose the  necessary  regulations;  second,  to  take  steiM  to  bring  to  live  at  the 
above-mentioHMi  port  those  persons  who,  without  owning  pn>perty,  live  scat- 
tered in  Mosquitia,  offering  them  the  necessary  Inducements  and  conoesslons  for 
this  purpose;  third,  to  declare  the  port  open  as  soon  as  the  authorities  have 
been  organlzeil  in  accordance  with  the  first  section  of  ttils  artlcteb  which  It  will 
oideavor  to  do  as  quickly  as  poasdbie, 
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;  Abt.  3.  The  Government  Is  empowerctl  to  make  the  plan  of  the  city,  selecting 
some  other  locntlon  than  that  in(Ucate<l  In  article  1,  If  It  be  deemed  advisable: 
to  construct  public  bulIdlnRs;  and  to  do  everything  whicb  may  be  necessary  to 
carry  out  the  lntenth>n  of  the  present  decree,  being  permitted,  wlien  it  may  deem 
it  advisable,  to  place  moderate  duties  upon  articles  d^welted  in  the  port  and 
upon  merchtmdlse  wlUch  Is  registered  as  for  the  use  of  that  r^on. 

Abt.  4.  Tlie  present  decree  will  become  effective  from  tlie  date  of  Its  publi- 
cation. 

AUEBXCAIT  FLOUB  IN  VEITEZTJELA. 

[Consul  Homer  Brett,  La  Gualm,  Feb.  20.] 

Though  occasional  small  amounts  of  flour  formerly  came  from 
Trinidad  and  the  United  Kingdom,  practically  all  of  that  consumed 
in  Venezuela  is  of  American  oriffin.  Imports  have  been  slowly  but 
steadily  increasing,  the  figures  for  the  last  five  years  being:  1911, 
$741,481;  1912,  $1,085,821;  1913,  $1,282,191;  1914,  $886,530;  and  for 
the  first  six  months  of  1915,  $034,152.  The  normal  importation  may 
be  considered  as  $1,200,000  annually,  constituting  the  largest  single 
item  of  American  export  to  Veuezuela  and  ranking  only  after  cotttm 
]  goods  in  the  list  of  imports. 

In  some  of  the  more  elevated  districts  of  Venezuela  wheat  grows 
■  fairly  well,  and  the  desire  to  encourage  home  production,  combined 
.with  the  wish  for  as  much  revenue  as  p(s^ble,  have  broi^it  about 
the  imposition  of  a  high  duty  on  imported  flour  or  wheat.  This,  wiUi 
the  surtaxes,  amounts  to  $3,425  per  100  pounds,  gross  weight,  and  un- 
doubtedly restricts  consumption  greatly.  In  fact,  wheat  bread  at  12 
cents  perpound  is  a  luxury  beyond  the  reach  of  the  mass  of  the  popu- 
lation. The  making  of  brbaij  in  private  houses  is  unusual,  and  the 
bakers'  trade  is  relatively  much  more  important  than  in  the  United 
States.  Some  bakers  import  for  themselves. 

Sow  Flour  Is  Importad. 

Only  one  American  brand  of  flour  is  known  here  under  its  name. 
A  leading  baker  uses  it,  but  no  effort  is  made  to  pu^  sales  to  other 
parties.  All  other  flours  come  in  under  the  name  and  brand  of  the 
importer;  they  are  packed  in  sacks,  never  in  barrels,  of  196  pounds 
ana  half  saclra  of  98  pounds.  Buying  is  done  through  commission 
houses  in  New  York  with  which  Venezuelan  merchants  have  estab- 
lished relations,  the  New  York  firm  paying  ca^  and  selling  to  the 
importer  upon  three  or  four  months'  time,  opoi  accoont,  wit^  interest 
at  6  per  cent. 

It  is  not  thought  that  any  flour  manufacturer  sella  and  ships  flour 
direct  to  Venezuela.  If  one  were  willing  bo  grant  the  necessary  three 
months'  credit  to  approved  firms  it  might  be  possible  to  get  flour  into 
this  market  slightly  cheaper  than  it  now  comes,  but  owing  to  the 
severity  of  the  regulations  relating  to  craisular  invoices  importers 
prefer  to  deal  with  regular  export  houses  who  are  accustomed  to 
make  these  invoices,  even  at  a  seeming  higher  cost  of  ^oods. 

Venezuelan  exports  are  increasing  rnpidly  and  there  is  every  prob- 
ability that  imports  of  flour  as  well  as  of  other  articles  will  continue 
to  increase. 

[A  list  of  hniwrters  of  flour  niul  of  coniinlflstou  fluents  lu  the  provtslon  line  fa 
Veneauela  cnn  bo  ol>(«iii«l  jit  tho  Bureau  (if  Koreljjn  and  Dmnestlc  Ooumem 
or  its  district  offlcet;  by  referrliig  to  tile  No.  73783.1 
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Ttoun  ixircnrATioHs  as  xoktreal  xabxet. 

[Consul  Felix  8.  B.  JohnwD,  Kingston.  Ontario.  Mar.  8.] 

In  1914  the  low  price  of  "  first  patents "  Manitoba  flour  on  the 
Montreal  market  was  $5.40  per  barrel  of  two  bags;  the  high  price 
in  1915  was  $8.20,  or  an  advance  of  $2.80  on  the  barrel.  In  August, 
1914,  flour  was  $5.60  per  barrel  on  the  Montreal  market.  At  the  end 
of  the  month  it  had  advanced  to  $6.30,  and  before  the  end  of  the 
year  it  was  $0.70  or  more  than  $1  per  barrel  increase.  The  year  1915 
opened  with  flour  at  that  price.  The  first  week  in  January,  however, 
it  advanced  50  cents;  the  second  week  20  cents,  and  the  third  week 
another  20  cents,  making  altogether  an  increase  of  90  cents  in  one 
month.  During  February  there  was  a  rise  of  another  50  cents.  In 
March  it  eased  off  somewhat  to  $7.80,  but  in  April  it  rose  to  $8.20,  the 
high  price  of  the  year  and  the  highest  price  in  many  years.  From 
that  time  to  the  present  there  has  been  a  gradual  decline  until  to-day 
flour  is  $6.50  per  barrel.  This  market  is  exactly  $1  higher  than  when 
war  broke  out  and  $1.10  higher  than  in  January,  1914.  Compared 
with  January,  1915,  it  is  about  the  same. 
Affected  1>7  Changlse  Ptices  of  Wheat. 

The  prices  of  wheat  had  their  effect  on  the  conditions  in  the  flour 
market.  When  wheat  declined  rapidly  the  result  was  to  reduce  the 
price  of  flour,  and  on  September  10  it  reached  the  price  of  $5.85  per 
barrel,  the  lowest  in  the  entire  year,  due  chiefly  to  the  ^od  world 
crops  reported  and  Co  the  fact  that  new  wheat  was  commg  on  the 
market.  This  price  held  all  through  September  and  October,  and 
early  in  Kovemoer  came  an  advance  of  10  cents.  This  was  followed 
by  another  one  of  15  cents,  and  in  December  there  was  40  cents 
advance,  making  the  price  at  the  end  of  the  year  $6.50  per  barrel,  as 
compared  with  $6.70  at  the  end  of  1914. 


AHEBICAI7  CONSTTLAE  OFFICEBS  GIT  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 

j  urisdictions : 


Nana. 

Fort. 

Expira- 
tion of 
venue. 

AddnM. 

Narflle,  Edwin  L  

Bradlor,  WUUam  UarrlaoD. . . 

lAvton,  B.  H  

Teguciealpo,  Hondnns 

Apr.  1 
Apr.  4 

Apr.  35 

19^  West  fi-^tb  Rtreot,  CleveiUiul,  Oblo, 
Century  Hab,  7  W«st  13d  Street,  Htm 
York  Cltr. 

■The  ttlnernrjr  of  Conaal  Lawton  ts  naintaQtlallr  as  tollova:  1.08  Anfrelea,  Mar.  10  to 
SO :  Chattanoosa,  Uar.  2Q  to  Apr.  ] ;  Cinclanatl,  Apr.  2  to  Apr.  IC ;  Wasbloffton,  Apr.  IT 
to  26. 


The  exports  of  carpets  from  Smyrna,  Turkey,  to  the  United  States, 
according  to  invoices  certified  at  the  American  consulate  at  that 
place,  decreased  from  84,603  square  yards,  valued  nt  $J:00,7C9,  for 
1914,  to  85,719  square  yards,  valued  at  $187,350,  for  1015. 
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REDUCED  OFTPTTX  TBOK  GAlT&SnGAB  FACTOBIES. 

The  total  value  of  the  products  of  the  cane-sugar  industry  in  1914 
was  $21,635^72^  ccmpared  with  $30,620,738  in  1009,  as  shown  by 
statistics  on  which  a  preliminary  statement  has  been  issued  by  the 
United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census.  A  smaller  quantity  of  cane 
was  crushed,  there  was  a  smaller  output  of  sugar  in  quantity  and 
value,  and  molasses,  sirup,  and  all  other  products  yielded  a  reduced 
total  in  1914.  The  value  of  all  combined  represented  a  falling  oS 
of  29.3  per  cent. 

The  181  factories  reporting  for  1914  used  3,754,820  tons  (of  2,000 
pounds)  of  sugar  cane,  from  which  were  produced  264,801  tcms  (of 
2,000  pounds)  of  sugar,  valued  at  $18,947,683.  In  1909  the  214 
factories  then  in  operation  treated  4,520,419  tons  of  sugar  cane,  pro- 
ducing 326,858  tons  of  sugar,  which  were  valued  at  $26,095,673.  The 
decrease,  therefore,  was  62,057  tons,  or  19  per  cent,  in  quantity  of 
product  and  $7,147,990,  or  27.4  per  cent,  in  value.  In  1914  Uiere 
were  also  produced  23.095,893  gallons  of  molasses  and  sirup,  valued 
at  $2,631,212,  and  subsidiary  products  or  by-products  valued  at 
$56,477.  In  1909  the  production  of  molasses  and  sirup  was  25,957,441 
gallons,  valued  at  $3,211,191. 

Of  the  181  factories  reported  in  1914, 168  were  located  in  Louisiana, 
5  in  Florida,  4  in  Texas,  2  in  Mississippi,  and  1  each  in  Arizona  and 
South  Carolina.  The  181  factories  in  1914  constituted  a  decrease 
from  214  in  1909. 

The  report  covers  the  operation  of  all  cane-sugar  milb  except  the 
very  small  plants  trenting  cane  grown  on  the  farm  for  the  use  of  the 
owner.  There  are  scattered  throughout  the  Southern  States  a  large 
number  of  these  small  mills,  statistics  for  which  are  collected  and 
published  at  each  census  of  agriculture. 

WpOl  SALES  IS  HEW  ZEALAED. 

[Coositl  Oeneral  Alfred  A.  Wbulow,  Anekland,  F«b.  2L) 

Prices  for  wool  in  this  market  continue  to  advance,  as  indicated 
by  those  realized  at  the  WolUngton  wool  sales  held  February  13  and 
14,  as  compared  with  prices  realized  at  the  Decemberj  1915,  wool 
sale  at  the  same  place,  as  foUo'vra: 


Kinds. 

Decern- 
htt,  191S. 

FebrosTT, 
191A. 

Kinds. 

DMBn* 
tMr,UI5. 

F»bIW7, 

uu. 

Ontt. 

33  to  301 
24t0  39j 

34  to  37 
38  to  331 
24  to  37 

33  to  37 
29to33 

Cmu. 
33  to  39 

31  ta371 

3Sto3S 
33  10  35 
27  to  31 

33  to  37 

32  to  35 

Crossbreds— Cootlnoed- 

Onu. 
27  to  311 
33  to  77 
18  10  37 
XloVA 
UtOlSi 

30to3U 

3fl  toatf 

CMi. 
SOUS) 
33to» 
IStoU 

aotos 

141017 

33  to  sri 
as  to  11 

IntMlor  

Hallbred: 

Cnmbrad,  ptooM  *nd  beUtos . 
Half bnd,  ptooH  and  bellfej. 

labrior  

lambs: 

Croesbred; 

A  copy  of  Kew  South  Wales  Industrial  Arbitration  Beportsu 
Volume  14,  Part  3,  for  1915,  lias  been  i-eceived  and  may  be  inspected 
at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Dom^tic  Commerce  or  its  district 
offices.  Befer  to  file  No.  73,565. 
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8&IE8  OF  FHOTOOK&PHIC  KATEBIAL  IH  FR&HCE. 

[CoDsnl  WlllUiiQ  U.  Hunt,  SL  Etleane,  Feb.  24.] 

Five  dealers  in  St.  Ktienne  handle  photographic  materials  as  a 
eide  line  in  addition  to  their  regular  business.  Among  them  are  a 
jeweler,  an  optician,  and  a  dealer  in  electric  novelties.  These  con- 
cerns are  patronized  by  the  amateur  photographers.  There  are  also 
14  professional  photographers,  who  are  the  largest  consumers  of 

Shotographic  materials.  AH  of  these  firms  purchase  their  supplies 
irect  from  a  large  manufacturer  of  photographic  materials  in 
France.  There  is,  therefore,  no  wholesale,  jobbing,  or  import  trade 
here  in  these  goods,  and  the  local  firms,  as  a  rule,  are  not  prepared  to 
import  goods  direct  from  American  manufactui-ers. 

In  normal  times  wholesale  dealers  and  manufacturers  of  photo- 
graphic materials  usually  grant  from  60  to  90  days'  credit  to  small 
local  dealers  and  photographers,  but  at  present  cash  payment  on 
receipt  of  ^^oods  is  the  custom.  The  freight  charges  and  packing  are 
generally  mcluded  in  the  bilL  For  inland  trade  tin-lined  cases  are 
not  required. 

The  price  paid  at  present  per  dozen  for  13  by  18  plates  is  $1.02, 
Tvith  a  discount  of  25  per  cent.  In  peace  times  the  same  plates  cost 
$0.63  per  dozen,  with  a  discount  of  30  per  cent.  French  plates  are 
used  m  centimeter  sizes  instead  of  inches.  A  case  containing  12 
dozen  dry  plates,  size  13  by  18,  would  cost  at  present  $12.27.  They 
are  retailea  at  $1.02  per  dozen. 

[A  Hst  of  the  names  of  photc^raphers  and  dealere  In  phot(%raphIc  materials 
at  St.  fitlenne  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Conn 
merce  or  its  district  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  73700.] 


VOTES  TBOK  THE  CAUGASVS. 

[Consul  F.  Wllloaghby  Smltb.  Bfltum,  Riuala.  Dee.  20.1 
Frojeet  for  Vew  Railroad — Cement  Factory. 

The  commission  on  railroad  construction  at  Petrograd  is  reported 
to  have  under  consideration  the  construction  of  a  railroad  through 
Galich  from  Kazan  to  Bo^atoc  (this  latter  is  a  station  on  the  Tash- 
kent Railroad).  This  railroad  will  hare  a  great  influence  on  the 
development  of  Turkestan.  It  will  unite  Petrograd,  Moscow,  and 
Central  Russia  with  the  Ural  region  and  Central  Asia. 

The  Government  is  reported  to  have  decided  on  the  immediate 
construction  of  a  cement  factory  at  the  station  Hillkow  on  the  Cen- 
tral Asia  Railroad.  Forty-eight  carloads  of  machinery,  requisitioned 
from  a  Riga  factory,  hare  already  been  delivered  at  Hillkow. 

Capital,  Profits,  and  Dividends  of  Oil  Companies. 

The  aggregate  capital  of  the  principal  oil  companies  of  the  Cau- 
casus amounted  to  $71,574,000  in  1913  and  $88,279,000  in  1914;  the 
profits  were  $32,568,000  and  $27^00,000,  and  the  dividends  23.9  per 
cent  and  20  per  cent,  respectively,  in  the  two  years. 


At  the  consulate  at  Teneriffe,  Canary  Islands,  with  its  agency  at 
Las  Palmas,  a  total  of  $122,13+  worth  of  merchandise  was  declared 
for  export  to  the  United  States  and  $47,967  worth  for  Porto  Rico, 
while  no  goods  were  declared  for  export  to  the  Philippines. 
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FB0P0SAI8  FOB  OOTEBBXEBT  SOTPLIXS  AND  CONSXBlTCnOK 

[OorreapondeDce  Bhoiitd  be  direct  with  the  offices  named,  aod  apecificationa  can  moallj 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  p«p- 
tormed.  In  cases  where  tbe  time  limit  i«  too  abort  to  permit  firms  to  submit  teB«leT% 
they  ahould  aak  to  be  placed  on  tbe  malllns  llats  ot  mch  oOce*  to  receiv«  moticw  calUw 
for  fataro  supplies  or  work  ot  a  similar  nature.  ] 

Coal,  No.  3050. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  ot  the  offlce  of  the  quarter- 
master. Rock  Island  Arsenal.  Rock  Island,  HI.,  nntll  April  17,  1916,  for 
furnishing  fuel  coal  for  tlie  fiscal  year  commenciDg  July  1,  1916;  also  tat 
a  three  months'  supply  from  July  1,  1916.  to  Septemher  30,  191ft  Further 
information  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  above-mentioned  olfice. 

Construction  work,  No.  3051. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  ofBce  of 
the  United  States  engineer,  Galveston,  Tex.,  until  April  11,  1916,  for  the 
construction  of  a  wharf  nt  Aransas  Pass,  Tex.  Further  information  maj 
be  obtained  on  application  to  the  engineer  office,  Galveston. 

Wire  and  cnblc,  No.  3052. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
Chief  Signal  Officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until  March  25, 
1916.  for  240,000  feet  of  wire  and  30,000  feet  of  cable.  Specifications  and 
drawings  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

Lumber  and  excelsior.  No.  3053.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  depot  quartermaster,  115  Boat  Ontario  Street.  Chicago,  IIL.,  ontil 
March  24,  1916,  for  1,800  feet  of  white-pine  lumbar  and  600  pounds  ot 

excelsior  In  bales. 

Construction  tcork.  No.  3054. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  ot 
the  Supervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department.  Washington,  D.  C,  antii 
April  19,  1916.  for  the  construction  complete  of  the  United  States  poet  office 
at  Arkadelphia,  Ark.  Drawines  and  siteciflcatioDB  may  be  obtained  on 
application  to  the  aistodlan  of  tlie  site  at  ArkBdelpbta,  oc  to  the  Super 
vising  Architect's  office. 

Salvarsan,  No.  3055. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  medical  si^lj 
depot.  UnitMl  States  Army.  543  Greenwich  Street.  New  Tork,  N.  T.,  until 
March  29,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  deiiverlng  3,500  tubes  of  salTarmn  and 
1.600  tubes  of  neosalvarsan. 

itotor  generator  set.  No.  SOoO. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Bureau 
of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department.  Washington.  D.  C,  un;.!  April  22, 
1916.  for  fw'nishing  one  60-kilowatt  three-machine  motor  generator  set  and 
switchboard,  at  the  naval  station.  New  Orleans,  La.  Spedflcntions  mar 
be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Bureau  of  Ynrds  and  Docks  or  ta>  tiie 
Industrial  manager  of  the  naval  staUon,  New  Orleans. 

fiOrd  and  sausage,  Na  3057. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  tlie  office  ot 
the  depot  quartermaster,  United  States  Army,  115  East  Ontario  Street, 
Chicago,  III.,  Kansas  City,  Ua,  or  Omaha,  Mebr.,  until  Horch  21, 1916^  toe 
furnishing  and  delivering  sales  lard  and  pork  sausage. 

Bookbinding,  No.  S05S.--Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  medical  siqqtly 
depot.  United  States  Army,  543  Greenwich  Street,  New  York.  N.  Y.,  until 
March  25, 1916,  for  binding  TO  copies,  more  or  less,  of  General  Orders  and 
Bulletins  and  TO  copies,  more  or  less,  of  MlIKnry  Surgeon,  1915. 

Subsistence  supplies.  No.  3059. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  tiie  offlce 
of  the  deixtt  quartermaster.  United  States  Army,  115  Bast  Ontario  Street, 
Chicago,  III.,  until  March  21.  1916,  for  furnishing  and  deli^-erlng  prunes 
evaporated  apples  and  peaches.  Issue  cofTee,  cucumt>er  pij;:klefl,  issue  lard, 
substitute  lard,  oleomargnrin,  issue  sirup,  chocolate  candy,  ginger  crackers, 
soda  crackers,  currants,  sales  lard,  olive  oil,  raisins,  table  salt,  tomato 
catsup  sauce,  Worcestershire  sauce. 

Panama  Canal  svppUes,  No.  3000. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  tbe 
offlce  of  the  gonernl  purdmsing  ofHcer  of  the  I'linnma  Canal,  Washlngttwi, 
D.  C,  until  March  31,  1010,  for  furnishing,  by  steamer,  free  of  all  charges, 
on  dock  nt  either  {^>1on  (vVthintic  port)  or  port  of  Ancon  (Balboa,  Canal 
Zone)  (Pacific  port).  Isthmus  of  Panama,  structural  steel,  steel  plates,  cold- 
rolled  steeJ,  soft  ste(!l,  siral  billets,  phmished  Iron,  steel  cable,  electric  cal>le^ 
steel  wire,  stool  and  Inm  piiH>,  wire  lath,  olectrfc  motors,  Intho,  iMind  sam* 
dies,  fusible  plugs,  spark  plugs,  grease  cups,  oti  cups,  priming  cups.  water- 
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gauge  lamps,  water-closeta,  lavatories,  washers,  packing,  canvas,  robber 
bauds,  lliiie,  sal  mala,  uliiiuiiiuiii,  putty,  murlntic  iicid,  ncetune,  sheltac, 
varulsh,  lacquer,  umber,  and  vennUlon.   (Circular  No.  1022.) 

bookbinding,  Xo.  30G1. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  medical  supply 
depot.  United  States  Army,  543  Greenwich  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  untU 
llurch  2i>»  101^  for  blndlug  1:14  copies  Mosquito  Control  In  Paoama. 


CABE&RA  EZFOKTS  07  KABBLE  TO  VNITED  STAlXS. 

There  was  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  shipments  of  marble 
and  its  manufactures  to  the  United  States  durinff  1915  compared 
■with  the  preceding  year,  according  to  invoices  certified  at  the  Ameri- 
can consular  agency  at  Carrara,  Italy.  The  items,  quantity,  and 
value  were  as  Allows: 


1914 

U16 

Qoaatlty. 

ValuA. 

Qiunllty. 

ValtN. 

m.m 

2.1,781 
178.965 
31.714 
e3.022 

3,3  m 

18.123 

279.843 

•434.602 

S.813 
172.^75 

73.034 

213.450 

93.723 

17.008 

Waste  

17,194 

SFAHT'S  EXFOBTS  TO  UNITED  STATES  ASD  POSSESSIONS. 

{CoDRvl  General  Carl  Bailey  Hunt,  BarcelaiM,  Feb.  20.1 

The  total  value  of  the  articles  invoiced  at  the  American  consulates 
and  agencies  in  Spain  for  the  United  States  and  possesions  during 
1915  was  $20,964,713,  compared  with  $21,251,636  in  1914  and 
$26,062,379  in  1913.   These  totals  were  made  up  as  foUows: 


uu 


19U 


Vnittd  StUM  

FbOlppfDe  Ulaods 
Porto  BIco  

Total  


Sa.702.3U 
1,4H0.862 

7iu.in 


I19.4«R,2M 
1,117. 174 

em.iM 


Si».  459.337 
•Bl. 101 
H4.275 


2(1,082,879 


21,251,C3S 


90,964,718 


Leaie  of  Asphalt  and  Fetrolenm  Land  in  Teneznela. 

A  tract  of  494  acres  of  asphalt  and  petroleum  land  near  the  city  of 
Puerto  Cabello  has  been  leased  by  the  Government  of  Venezuela  for 
£5  years  to  Guillermo  Pimentel  Troconis.  The  contract,  which  is 
published  in  the  Gaceta  Oficial  of  February  10,  stipulates  that  a  cer- 
tain sum  shall  be  paid  for  each  ton  of  product  exploited  by  the  con- 
tractor in  addition  to  the  amount  paid  for  the  use  of  the  land-  The 
contractor  may  import  needed  machinery  free  of  duty,  but  at  the 
end  of  25  years  such  machinery  will  become  the  property  of  the  Gov- 
ernment.   During  the  period  of  exploitation  the  Government  may 

J purchase  from  the  contractor  such  quantities  of  asphalt  and  petro- 
eum  products  as  it  may  require  at  a  discount  of  20  per  cent  from 
market  prices. 
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FOBEIGH  TRADE  OmBT0BITIEa 

Beeerrcd  addresMs  mar  be  obtained  from  the  Bnreaa  nod  Iti  diatriet  mMvmm*  BvqiMSt 
for  each  opportunity  abould  be  od  m  separate  abeet  and  tbo  U«  ■■aaber  glrtsk. 

Shoe  naUa,  lamp  ehimneu»,  eto..  No.  20^16. — An  Amerlcnn  consalar  officer  la 
France  writes  that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  qaotatlons  tmn 
American  manufacturers  of  shoe  nails,  lamp  chimneys,  and  copper  tops  for 
lamps.  Correspondence  should  be  In  French,  quotations  in  French  currencr. 
and  weights,  dimensions,  etc.,  In  the  metric  system. 

Cotton  goodt,  furniture,  etc..  No.  20517. — An  American  consular  officer  In  South 
Africa  reports  th:.':  n  man  In  his  district  desires  to  represent  Amerlctio 
manufacturers  of  household  and  ofQce  furniture,  linoleums.  cretonoe«, 
printed  linens,  quilts.  Turkish  towels,  cotton  sheets  and  sheeting,  men's 
shirts,  shirt  waists,  and  hosiery  tor  women.  Corre^HHidaice  may  tw  In 
English. 

Wire  ropes,  of/«.  paints,  etc..  No.  20518. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau 
reports  that  a  South  African  business  man  is  now  In  the  United  States 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  commercial  relations  with  American  niana- 
facturers  of  ship  chandlery,  such  as  wire  ropes  nrtd  cables,  engine  pack- 
ings, coir  aiid  Manila  ropes,  engine  oils,  paints,  shipe'  motors,  oars,  boats, 
ships'  hardware  and  fittings,  and  cotton  duck  for  sails.  Catalogues  and 
full  information  should  be  sent  immediately. 

Washboards,  No.  2051fl. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  reports  that  a  man 
in  England  desires  to  receive  quotations,  c  1.  f.  British  ports.  In  carload 
lots,  from  American  manufacturers  of  wooden  washboards  with  zinc 
front  Samples  should  be  sent  Reference  is  j^ven. 

Bottling  machinery  and  pumps.  No.  20520. — An  American  consular  officer  In 
France  writes  that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  t*  be  placed  In  touch  with 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  tmttling  machinery  for  breweries 
and  pumps  for  drawing  beer.   Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Machinery  and  tools,  No.  2052X. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  reports 
that  a  man  In  Spain  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of 
hand  and  machine  saws  for  metals,  tools  for  wood  and  iron,  taps  and  dies, 
and  cutters  and  reamers.  Catalogues,  price  lists*  samples,  and  full  in* 
formation  are  requested.  Reffereoce  Is  given. 

Dyestuffs  and  ckemteala.  No.  20522. — ^An  American  consular  ofHeer  Id  India 
reports  that  a  Arm  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  quotations  from  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  of  colors  and  dyestuICs  for  use  in  cotton  mlUs*  sncti  as 
allsarlne  and  aniline  dyes.  Reference  is  gtvoi. 

Batomiil  maChinerv  and  equtpment.  No.  2052S.— A  man  In  Brasll  inf6rms  an 
Amerlcnn  consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  price  Ustat 
and  full  information  from  American  manufacturers  of  sawmill  machinefT 
and  equipment,  operated  by  hydraulic  power  and  used  mostly  tor  hardwood. 
Catalogues,  etc..  should  also  be  sent  to  the  consulate.  Corre^ndence 
should  be  In  Portuguese. 

Plows,  No.  20524. — A  man  In  Argentina  writes  that  he  desires  to  be  placed  in 
touch  with  American  manufacturers  of  plows,  with  shares  for  plowing  liard 
grountl.  He  states  that  he  requires  large  quantities  of  these  fdows.  Cata- 
logues and  price  lists  should  be  sent  at  once.  Correspondence  and  tlten- 
ture  should  be  In  Spanish. 

Knitting  machincrg,  No.  2a'>2o. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Canada  reports 
that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  American 
manufacturers  and  o:t|i4ii-tera  of  macfalnory  for  knitting  dlk  and  wootea 
hodery.  Reference  Is  given. 

General  agency,  Na  sa'IliO.— A  ninn  In  BraKll  writes  tliat  he  desires  to  represent 
Amerirun  mnnufnctun^rs  tnid  exporters  of  all  kinds  of  foods.  No  par^ 
ticulnr  line  htui  Ihvii  sin-cllii'd.   Iterereitces  are  given. 

BttWmtIt  nnd  pntriUmaking  machinery.  No.  20-">27. — An  American  connilar  officer 
in  Veii<>xui>ht  wrltfi*  ititit  a  mun  hi  Ills  district  desires  to  purchase  machines 
for  nrtlri;:  and  convoying  logs,  presses  to  make  briquets  of  sawdust  aixl 
poncll-iuuklitg  machinery.  Correspondence  nud  catalogues  should  be  In 
Spunhili. 
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GOKKTCTSE  TO  COKTROL  TRAFFIC  ON  RTTSSIAN  WATERWAYS. 

[Consal  Nortb  Wlnablp,  Petrograd.  Feb.  16.] 

Traffic  on  all  of  Russia's  inland  waterways  is  to  be  centrall;^  COU" 
trolled  aloD^  the  lines  that  have  already  been  adopted  for  railroad 
communications.   A  so-called  Central  Executive  Committee  of 

Waterways  is  to  be  establishedj  which  is  to  consist  of  the  following 
members:  The  Chief  of  the  Division  of  Inland  Waterways  and  Hi^h- 
wa^s  of  the  Ministry  of  Ways  of  Communication,  chairman ;  a  vice 
chairman  appointed  by  the  Minister  of  Ways  of  Communication,  who 
is  to  be  general  manager  of  traffic  on  inland  waterways;  two  mem- 
bers of  the  Ministry  of  Ways  of  Communications,  appointed  by  the 
minister;  one  memoer  apiece  from  the  Ministries  of  War,  Marine, 
Finance,  Trade  and  Inaustrv,  Agriculture,  and  Interior,  and  one 
from  the  Imperial  Comptroller's  office,  appointed  by  the  respective 
chiefs  of  the  ministries  and  by  the  Comptroller;  one  member  apiece 
from  the  All-Russian  Union  of  Zemstvos  and  Cities  and  the  Central 
Munitions  Committee,  to  be  appointed  by  the  union  and  the  com- 
mittee, respectively;  one  member  apiece  from  the  Council  of  Ship- 
owners, the  Council  of  Volga  Boat  Owners,  the  Council  of  Amur 
Biver  Boat  Owners,  and  councils  of  boat  owners  of  other  regions. 

The  decisions  of  the  committee  that  demand  neither  any  changes 
in  existing  laws  nor  the  expenditure  of  moneys  are  to  take  effect  im- 
mediately ;  others,  with  the  consent  of  the  Minister  of  Ways  of  Com- 
munication, who  will  put  them  into  effect.  The  committee  will  have 
very  broad  powers  of  control  over  the  time,  route,  destination,  and 
precedence  of  consignments;  the  requisition  of  boats,  barges,  and 
tugs;  the  prices  of  space  for  shipping  and  towing;  loading  and  un- 
loading charges  and  the  means  and  methods  of  loading  and  unload- 
ing; the  pay,  hiring,  and  discharge  of  labor;  and  the  purchase  and 
Bale  of  fuel  and  other  necessary  material.  It  will  have  the  power 
to  recommend  that  money  loans  be  made  to  boat  builders  and  re- 
pairers. The  Minister  of  Ways  of  Communication  is  empowered  to 
appoint  agents  when  and  where  it  may  be  deemed  wise  by  the  com- 
mittee, to  supervise  the  movement  of  lioats  and  goods  under  instruc- 
tions to  be  issued  by  the  committee. 
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CANADIAN  OFFEE  BENEFITS  AMERICAN  LUMBEE  COMPANY. 

[Tlce  Consul  R.  H.  Newcomb.  Victoria,  Brltleh  Colambla,  Har.  3.] 

In  August,  1911,  the  Sayward  Mill  Co.,  the  largest  sawmill  in  Vic- 
toria, with  a  capital  stock  of  $5,000,000,  passed  entirely  under  the 
control  of  American  capital,  and  was  renamed  the  Qanadian  Pug^ 
Sound  Lumber  Co.  (Ltd.).  It  owns  approximately  56,000  acres  of 
timberlands  on  Vancouver  Island,  and  operates  a  mill  whose  capac- 
ity is  50,000,000  feet  annually.  Its  gross  income,  under  normal  con- 
ditions, would  amount  to  between  $5,000,000  and  $6,000,000  annually, 
with  a  pay  roll  running  about  $35,000  monthly.  The  company  owns 
about  3,000,000,000  feet  of  standing  timber,  enough  to  run  the  mill 
working  full  capacity  for  60  years. 

For  the  past  two  years  this  mill  has  been  closed  down  on  accoimt 
of  an  industrial  crisis  in  British  Columbia,  brought  on  by  a  real 
estate  collapse.  The  lumber  mills  of  the  Province  have  bitterly  com- 
plained of  the  shortage  of  tonnage  and  high  ocean  rates  which  .stood 
as  a  wall  between  them  and  foreign  export  trade.  Representations 
were  accoi"dingly  made  to  the  provincial  government  for  some  relief, 
with  the  result  that  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Province  of  British 
Columbia  has  announced  that  legislation  will  be  introduced  among 
the  earliest  measures  laid  before  the  House  of  British  Columbia  look- 
ing toward  the  aiding  of  shipbuilding  to  the  extent  of  a  sun  not 
exceeding  $3,000,000  by  way  of  guaranty. 

All  to  Be  Ballt  Under  Gorernmeat  Direetton. 

It  is  proposed  that  at  least  10  ships  shall  be  laid  down  forthwith, 
6  of  which  shall  be  in  Victoria  or  vicmity,  and  the  remainder  at  other 
convenient  points  in  the  Province.  The  aid  will  be  afforded  on  a 
basis  of  50  per  cent  of  the  value  of  such  vessels.  All  are  to  be  built 
to  plan,  under  Government  direction  and  inspection,  insured  in  favor 
of  the  Government,  and  not  to  be  alienated  within  5  years,  and  then 
only  in  case  the  total  obligation  due  the  Government  has  been  fully 
met.  In  case  of  special  necessity  the  boats  may  be  taken  charge  of 
and  operated  by  the  Government  for  the  general  good  of  Canada. 
The  terms  of  repayment  will  be  worked  out  in  detail  by  the  legis- 
lature. 

With  the  announcement  of  the  policy  of  the  Government  to  estab- 
lish a  merchant  marine  in  this  Province,  the  Canadian  Puget  Sound 
Lumber  Co.,  which  went  into  liquidation  May  14,  1914,  and  which 
has  been  in  the  hands  of  prominent  Americon  shareholders  for 
months,  announced  an  immediate  reorganization  under  a  plan  which 
provides  for  the  raising  of  $600,000  cash,  to  be  used  in  the  purchase 
and  construction  of  a  logging  railroad  from  Sooks  Harixir  into  the 
timber  limits  at  Jordan  Kiver,  for  the  rehabilitation  of  the  Victoria 
sawmill,  and  for  the  cash  requiremoits  for  the  company's  operation. 
The  money  needed  to  carry  out  the  shipbuilding  program  will  be  in 
addition  to  this  amount. 

fri^MiM  Trade  with  Atlaatlo  Coait  of  United  Statet. 

As  a  result  of  a  stockholders'  meeting  in  1916,  an  expert  committee 
was  appointed  to  investigate  the  finanraal  condition  of  this  company, 
with  the  result  that  after  making  a  drastic  cut  in  tlie  book  values  of 
all  assets,  it  found  that  an  equity  existed  over  and  above  all  debts  of 
-^bout  $1,400,000,  and  recommended  to  the  shareholders  that,  as  nor- 
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mal  times  returned,  steps  should  be  taken  toward  a  comprehensive 
reorganization  of  thb  property,  with  the  idea  that  the  new  company 
should  control  its  own  stumpage  and  operate  its  own  mills,  as  well  as 
control  its  own  transportation  to  offshore  markets  and  establish  a 
svstem  of  distribution  for  its  output  with  a  special  reference  to  the 
Atlantic  coast  markets  of  the  United  States. 

The  Government  plan  of  helping  to  finance  shipbuilding,  for  a 
vessel  costing  $125,000,  would  be :  Fifty  per  cent  of  the  $125,000  to 
b©  guaranteed  by  the  Provincial  Government,  this  amount  to  be  paid 
off  m  annual  payments  of  $10,000,  with  interest  at  5  per  cent. 

The  Canadian  Puget  Sound  Lumber  Co.  has  announced  its  inten- 
tion of  making  provision  for  the  construction  of  five  wooden 
schooners  under  the  Government  plan  of  guaranteeing  50  per  cent  of 
the  cost.  The  Cameron  Lumber  Co.,  of  Victoria,  another  American- 
owned  mill,  announces  it  will  construct  one  vessel  under  this  plan. 
Other  mills  are  expected  to  follow,  and  the  lumber  business  is  ex- 
pected to  improve  considerably  with  this  new  Government  assistance. 


PBEKCH  PLAN  TO  OBOANIZE  TRADE  IS  BUILDINa  HATESIAXS. 

[Commercial  Attach<  C.  W.  A.  Veditz,  Paris,  Feb.  7.] 

Perhaps  the  most  important  building-trades  publication  in  France, 
Le  Batiment,  has  just  announced  an  interesting  project  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  general  federation,  cooperating  with  the  Government, 
for  organizing  the  imports  of  materials  necessary  for  building  and 
construction  enterprises,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  prompt  resumption 
of  normal  economic  life.  The  announcement  of  this  project,  has  the 
following  statements: 

The  ordinary  mamifncturor,  and  even  the  wenltliy  merchant,  can  only  buy 
for  liimself  in  limited  quantities.  The  best  orgnnlzefl  societies  can  not  handle 
large  transactions  Involving  several  miiilotis.  What  cno  not  be  done  by  indi- 
viduals or  by  smnll  oi^nizatlous  can,  however,  be  accomplished  by  a  powerful 
general  organlEatlon. 

\Vc  shall  Iinve  to  buy  the  necessary  materials  to  tlie  amount  of  hundreds  of 
millions  of  francs,  and  these  purchases  can  not  be  effected  without  the  offldal 
cooperation  of  the  Government. 

It  Is  necessary  the  State  should  make  an  immediate  inventory  of  the  re- 
sources that  France  now  possesses  In  materials  of  al!  kinds,  precisely  as  would 
be  done  by  a  well-admlnlstered  large  private  organization,  in  order  to  ostlmate 
the  extent  and  character  of  necessary  imports.  These  Imports  should  com- 
prise: 

(X)  The  materials  necessary  for  putting  into  good  condition  onr  railroads, 
and  to  build  the  rnllroada  of  Morocco;  for  it  is  first  of  all  indispensable  to 
perfect  our  transportation  facilities, 

(2)  The  materials  necessary  for  robullding.  especially  homes,  buildings,  and 
workshops. 

(3)  The  machines,  motors,  and  all  that  would  be  necessary  properly  to  in- 
stall our  foctories  and  workshops. 

(4)  The  primary  materials  necessary  for  manufactures  and  trade. 

It  Is  In  the  Interest  of  each  individual  to  determine  Immediately  the  approsl- 
snate  qnantltles  of  goods  which  he  will  need,  or  merchandise  which  he  can 
famish,  or  Qnanclal  resources  of  which  he  can  dispose,  and  to  indicate  the 
credit  of  which  he  may  have  need.  These  three  elements  constitute  the  basis 
of  a  general  organization. 

The  foregoing  announcement  is  particularly  interesting  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  materials  for  construction  in  all  lines  will  have  to  come 
in  large  measure  from  the  United  States. 
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XEB&T  AB3>  nBZTEX  CAmS  KBEE  AltCTTftAy  lUSKKT. 

tCoMQl  Weater  Frnt,  Cork  fQaenMonK  Itriuid,  Mi>  IS.) 

Some  weeks  ago  the  Cork  consulate  was  asked  by  the  County  Kerry 
representative  of  the  Irish  Industrial  Development  A£sociati<m  to 
outline  the  possibilities  for  increased  trade  between  the  United  States 
and  County  Kerry.  The  latter  is  known  historically  as  the  "  King- 
dom of  Kerry,"  add  is  sometimes  referred  to  as  the  Wales  of  Ireland. 
Its  soil,  in  general,  is  not  rich,  as  the  region  consists  topo^^phically 
of  barren  mountains,  famous  for  their  scenic  beauties  tnit  productive 
of  little  plant  life.  It  is  almost  devoid  of  timber  or  mineral  re- 
sources. Its  fisheries,  however,  are  important,  and  large  shipments 
of  salt  mackerel  to  the  United  States  are  made  annually.  There  were 
substantial  shipments  of  hides  and  skins  from  County  Kerry  before 
the  war.  Exports  of  seaweed,  known  as  Carrigeen  moss,  or  of  bog 
oak  are  hardly  likely  to  become  of  any  significance. 

The  one  peculiar  product  of  County  Kerir  which  promises  toJMun- 
mand  a  permanent  market  in  the  world  at  large  is  peHiaps  its  }fFeed 
of  cattle.  The  secluded  mountainous  parts  of  County  Kerry  grad- 
ually built  up  by  inbreeding  a  ^arply  distinctive  class  of  diminutire 
cattle  with  characteristics  siniilar  to  the  well-knowa  Jersey,  and 
Guernsey. 

Animals  Ure  on-LiffHt  Fan  bnt  fiire  Bt&rj  TielU  of  XUk. 

These  little  animals,  which  are  almost  always  pure  black  in  coI<v, 
learned  to  maintain  an  existence  on  fare  that  would  hare  starved  an 
ordinary  cow,  and  to  give  heavy  yields  of  milk  at  the  same  tim^ 

About  1890  the  excellence  of  this  breed  became  recognized  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  a  herd  book  was  compiled  by  the  Royal  Dub- 
lin Society.  At  last  accounts  there  were  492  bulls  and  2,870  cows 
and  heifers  of  pedigreed  Kerry  stock,  and  these  are  onl^  a  aoiail 
proportion  of  the  good  Kerry  cattle,  since  the  slightest  wmte  mark- 
ing debars  from  the  register. 

The  Kerry  cattle  soon  commenced  to  attain  popularity  with  Brit- 
isli  owners  of  large  estates.  A  further  popularity  was  attained  with 
town  and  suburban  residents  who  desire  to  maintain  a  cow  within 
limited  quarters.  The  amallness  and  li^t-feeding  requirements  of 
the  Kerry  cows  make  them  excellent  suburban  animals,  and  they  are 
sometimes  denominated  "  perfect  villa  cattle." 

Although  the  Kerry  cattle  produce  good  beef,  they  are  too  li^t 
and  thin  to  be  used  as  double-utility  cattle;  but  a  Tariant  known  as 
the  Dexter  has  proven  to  be  an  excellent  beef  animal.  Like  Kerries, 
the  Dextei's  are  ver^  economical  feeders  and  have  unusual  milking 
qualities  for  their  size  and  the  quantity  of  food  they  use.  The  r^- 
Ktered  Dexters  may  be  either  black  or  red,  with  white  markings. 

In  1902  there  were  443  Dexter  bulls  and  1,682  cows  and  heifers  in 
Ireland.  Both  the  Kerry  and  the  Dexter  are  very  prepotent  breeds 
and  when  crossed  with  breeds  of  normal  siae  will  vmpoBb  tlmr 
peculiar  qualities  upon  the  offspring. 

Some  Bhipments  Already  Kade  to  United  States. 

A  few  years  ago  sliipments  of  pure-bred  Dexter  and  Kerry  cattle 
were  made  to  the  United  States,  but,  so  far  as  can  be  learned,  no  saA 
sales  have  taken  place  since  early  in  1918.  The  absNiee  of  a  dMwad 
for  further  shipments  woidd  indicate  either  that  the  breeds  have 
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not  been  properly  exploited  in  the  United  States  or  else  that  they, 
hare  not  been  found  satisfactoi^. 

Current  prices  vary  widely.  A  well-loiown  cattle  fancier  quotes 
excellent  Kerry  and  Dexter  cows  and  heifers  at  from  $70  upward, 
f.  o.  b.  Killarney,  and  claims  that  these  animals  are  eligible  for 
registry  and  can  be  regiytered  here  before  exportation,  if  the  pur- 
chasers are  willing  to  defray  the  expenses.  Another  responsible 
cattle  dealer  quotes  registered  Dexter  cows  at  $200,  with  heifers 
from  $100  upward,  and  offers  Kerry  cattle  at  almost  one-third  less. 

[A  list  of  those  who  mny  be  addressed  by  persona  desiring  to  obtain  Dexter 
and  Kerry  cattle  is  offered  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commercs 
or  its  district  offices.  Kefer  to  file  No.  73510.] 


FIBE  AND  EXPLOSION  HAZABB  IN  PILTEBINa  OASOUNE. 

The  Bureau  of  Standards  has  recently  received  many  inquiries  ro- 

f arding  the  danger  accompanying  the  filtering  of  gasoline,  resulting 
r6m  the  production  of  static  charges  of  electricity,  which  may  pro- 
duce sparlts  of  sufficient  intensity  to  ignite  a  mixture  of  gasoline 
vapor  and  air.  The  bureau  is  engaged  in  an  investigation  of  tha 
conditions  under  which  such  electric  charges  may  be  produced. 
When  this  work  is  completed  the  results  will  be  published  m  a  tech- 
nologic paper. 

It  is  found  that  charges  of  considerable  magniture  may  be  pro- 
duced when  the  gasoline  is  filtered  through  chamois  skin,"  and  also 
through  other  insulating  filtering  media.  Greater  charges  are  pro- 
duced when  the  air  is  cold  and  dry  than  when  it  is  warm  and  damp. 
With  the  air  dry  and  cold,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  avoid  the  pro- 
duction of  static  charges  of  electricity  when  the  gasoline  is  filtered 
through  chamois  skin.  The  amount  of  static  electric  charge  pro- 
duced is  so  much  less  when  the  gasoline  is  filtered  through  fine  wire 
gauze  that  the  hazard  is  practically  eliminated.  j 
Spark  Fasies  Between  Fannel  and  Tank. 

When  insulated  from  the  ground  and  the  tank,  the  funnel  receives 
an  electric  charge  of  one  sign,  while  the  gasoline  running  into  the  tan^ 
carries  an  electric  charge  oi  the  opposite  sign.  If,  then,  the  funnel 
is  brought  near  the  metal  of  the  tank,  a  spark  passes  between  the 
funnel  and  the  tank,  and  if  the  mixture  of  gasoline  vapor  and  air 
at  this  point  is  an  explosive  one,  an  explosion  may  result. 

In  addition  to  the  electric  charge  produced  by  filtering  the  gasoline) 
charges  may  be  produced  by  the  friction  of  clothing  against  the 
cushions  of  automobile  seats,  by  gloves  against  other  materials,  etc. 

The  danger  due  to  the  production  of  charges  in  both  of  these  ways 
may  be  avoided  by  touching  the  funnel  against  the  metal  tank  at 
some  distance  away  from  the  opening  berore  inserting  the  funnel 
into  the  tank,  and  then  inserting  it  into  the  opening  in  the  tank  in 
such  a  way  that  it  remains  in  metallic  contact  with  the  tank  until 
the  filtering  is  completed.  The  funnel  should  not  be  lifted  out  of 
contact  with  the  tank  while  the  filtering  is  in  progress.  These  two 
precautions  prevent  the  accumulation  of  charges  of  opposite  sign  on 
the  funnel  and  the  tank,  respectively,  and  thus  eliminate  the  possi« 
bility  of  the  passage  of  an  electric  spark  between  the  two. 
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FUEL  on.  BispiAcnie  coal  in  sbhish  colukbia. 

(Consul  Oeneni  B.  E.  UaDsfldd.  TtncooTCr.  Mar.  &] 

The  rapid  increase  in  the  use  of  imported  oil  for  industrial  pur- 
poses in  I?ritish  Columbia  in  the  past  few  years  is  regarded  by  the 
operators  as  a  menace  to  the  coal-mining  industry  in  the  Province. 
It  is  claimed  that  fuel  oil  is  displacing  an  important  product  which 
contributes  materially  to  the  Government  revenues  in  taxes  and  roy- 
alties. Every  ton  of  coal  produced  in  the  Province  represent  em- 
ployment for  at  least  one  man,  and  it  is  estimated  that  3,000  men  are 
being  deprived  of  employment  in  the  mines  by  the  importation  of 
fuel  oil. 

In  a  recent  statement  issued  by  the  secretary  of  the  Vancouver 
Chamber  of  Mines  the  actual  number  of  persons  affected  by  the  use 
of  oil  instead  of  coal  in  this  Province  is  placed  at  10.000,  the  esti- 
mate being  based  on  five  persons  to  the  family  of  each  of  the  2^00 
miners  deprived  of  employment 

Cliaiires  In  Quantities  of  Coal  and  Oil.  ' 

The  comparative  quantities  of  fuel  oil  imported  into  Britidk 
Columbia  and  the  coal  produced  here  from  1910  to  1914,  inclusive, 
and  the  consumption  of  both  coal  and  oil  relative  to  the  total  fuel 
consumed  in  the  Province,  were: 
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Under  normal  conditions  the  pay  rolls  of  the  coal-producing  com- 
panies of  the  Province  aggregate  approximately  $4,000,000  per 
annum:  the  supplies  required  to  mine  the  coal,  including  repairs, 
renewals,  explosives,  machinery,  etc,  aggregate  another  ^,000,000, 
making  a  total  of  $5,000,000  put  in  circulation  each  year  thrmigh 
the  industry. 

Slsoussed  at  Serious  Eeonomlo  Problem. 

The  decrease  in  the  output  and  consumption  of  the  product  of  an 
industr^^  of  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  coal  mining  in  Briti^ 
Columbia  is  being  discussed  as  a  serious  aconomic  problem,  and  is 
one  Uiat  is  causing  grave  concern  among  the  mine  operators,  espe- 
cially on  Vancouver  Island,  where  there  are  large  collieries  repre- 
senting millions  of  dollars  invested  in  coal  lands  and  mining  plants. 


Orders  for  ^,000  worth  of  leather  and  $2,500  worth  of  electrical 
supplies  were  placed  in  the  United  States  during  the  December 
quarter  through  the  instrumentality  of  Consul  Samuel  Hamilton 
Wiley,  of  Asuncion,  who  supplied  the  Paraguavan  inquirers  with 
catalogues  from  his  office  files  and  forwarded  Trade  Opp^nrtuni^  " 
for  publication  in  Comubbce  Reports. 
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US  PALHAS  FLAHS  CIVIC  UPBOVEHEKTS. 

[Consul  George  R.  StUes,  Teoerlffe,  Canary  Islanda,  Fob.  18.] 

Las  Palmas,  Grand  Canary,  has  lately  outlined  several  civic  im- 
provements, which  are  expected  to  add  greatly  to  its  safety  and 
comfort.  The  city  authorities  are  on  the  market  for  several  classes 
of  goods.  These  are,  according  to  a  statement  prepared  by  the 
iWlPalmas  city  engineer: 

^1)  Materials  and  fixtures  for  portable  di^nfecti(m  apparatus. 
This  should  resemble  the  class  of  apparatus  required  for  tne  use  of 
formaldehyde  gas,  adapted  either  to  the  method  known  as  "auto- 
clave under  pressure^"  with  a  pressure  not  less  than  45  pounds,  or 
to  the  simply  spraying  method  used  in  apartanmits  not  exceeding 
2,000  cubic  feet. 

(2)  Materials  and  fixtures  for  a  central  disinfection  station. 

(3)  Materials  and  fixtures  for  the  installation  of  a  municipal 
chemical  and  bacteriological  laboratory. 

(4)  One  motor  fire  engine,  a  motor  fire  truck,  a  salvage  corps  au- 
tomobile, and  an  autochemical  engine. 

(5)  One  stone-crushing  machine;  one  cement  mixer. 

(6)  Materials  needed  in  the  construction  of  a  central  telephone 
exchange,  including  iron  telephone  posts,  wiring  materials,  and 
points,  individual  telephone  instruments,  and  machinery  for  mag- 
netic sisals  and  for  a  central  power-supply  plant.  Prices  and 
descriptions  wanted. 

Purchases  by  Kayor  Authorized  by  ConnelL 

It  is  officially  stated  that  the  purchase  of  the  articles  and  materials 
mentioned  has  been  authorized  by  the  City  Council  of  Las  Palmas. 
No  specific  sums  have  been  appropriated,  but  the  purchases  mav  be 
made  by  the  mayor  of  the  city.  Catalogues,  prices,  and  technical  de- 
scriptions of  all  kinds  are  sought.  No  plans,  blue  prints,  or  specifi- 
cations have  been  made.  The  city  engineer's  office  will  prepare 
them  after  studying  catalogues,  prices,  and  descriptions  forwarded  by 
competing  firms.  Prices  must  necessarily  be  c.  i.  f.  Las  Palmas,  as 
the  municipal  law  prevents  the  city's  paving  for  undelivered  goods. 
A  study  of  the  direct  route  from  New  York  or  the  sou^em  route 
via  Poito  Rico  or  Cuba  is  su^^^ested. 

Correspondence  should  be  m  the  Spanish  language,  if  possible. 
While  prices  must  be  against  shipping  documents  on  delivery  of  the 

foods,  a  demand  for  a  deposit  of  part  of  the  purchase  money  in  <i 
las  Palmas  bank  would  probably  be  acceded  to  by  the  city  authori- 
ties. Letters  should  be  addressed  by  Mr.  Rafael  Hernandez  Suarez, 
Ingeniero  de  la  Oficina  Tecnica  Municipal,  Las  Palmas,  Grand 
Canary. 

IKstrict  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Hew  Tork,  Room  409  United  States  Customhouse;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
ITnlted  states  OnstomhoitK ;  Chloatro,  604  federal  Building;  St  Louis,  402  Third 
Hatlonal  Bank  BnlldlnE;  Atlanta,  821  Post  Office  Bolldlng;  Hew  Orleans,  1020 
Hibernia  Bank  Bnlldlng;  San  Franoisoo,  806  Tilted  States  OnstomhonBe;  Seattle, 
9SS  Aluka  BvlldlnK.  CooperatlTe  district  offices:  CleTeland,  Cbamlwr  of  Com- 
meree;  Cineinnatl,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Ctneinnati,  New  Orleans  &  Texas 
Taeiilo  Sy.  Co.,  Cincinnati;  Los  Angeles,  Cliamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board 
of  Oommeroe;  Pliiladelphia,  Chamber  of  Commeroe;  Sovth  American  Agent, 
Boathent  Ky.  Oo.,  OhattaBOogm,  Tenn. 
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VOTES  FBOH  CSW^ 

[Scentary  to  connwreW  attacM  Butlaioi.] 

A  niftehme-beltlng  factory  at  Santiago  has  been  able,  dae  to  pres- 
ent conditions,  to  greatly  increase  its  production  and  supply  factories 
vhich  formerly  imported  their  belting.  An  article  in  the  Diario 
Ilustrado  states:  *"These  belts  consist  of  a  chain  formed  by  a  suc- 
cession of  small  pieces  of  sole  leather  sewed  fcc^ether  with  steel  wire. 
A  belt  is  thus  obtained  of  extraordinary  stnasgth  and  flexibility.  The 
price  is  mu^  lower  than  the  imported  article,  because  waste  leather 
from  sole  &ctories  is  used.  This  xnTentkm  has  been  patented  in 
Chile." 

In  1914  the  United  States  sold  about  one-third  of  all  the  belting 
used  in  Chile,  the  total  importation  being  about  $200,000. 

On  March  23  of  this  year  an  exposition  of  fresh  fruits  and  vege- 
tables and  dried  and  canned  fruits  will  be  held  in  Santiago  under 
the  auspices  of  "  La  Sociedad  Agr^oma  de  Chile."  The  exposiUfm 
is  in  line  with  the  policy  of  this  oi^anixation  to  increase  fruit  pro- 
duction and  develop  a  foreign  trade  in  fruit,  both  canned  and  fresb. 

An  insurance  company  called  "Compaiila  de  Seguros  la  Anglo- 
Chilena  "  has  beiea  organized  to  do  all  classes  of  insurance  business 
except  life. 

A  company  has  been  organised,  ^'Soeiedad  Ferrocarril  Urfaano 
ontre  Talca,  Colttiar  y  C<^,"  r^resented     Alberto  Schwatzmann, 

of  Talca,  to  build  a  railway  line  7^  miles  long,  narrow  gauge,  between 
Talca  and  Colin. 

Efforts  are  being  made  to  reorganize  tiie  Italian  Bank  of  Santiago, 
which  failed  some  time  ago,  with  a  capitol  of  10,000,000  pesos  (|aboat 
$1,660,000).  The  leaders  in  the  movement  are  stockholders  m  the 
present  bankrupt  organization. 

Gibbs  &  Co.  have  secured  the  Government  transport  Matpo  to 
carry  nitrates  to  the  United  States,  paying  the  Cliilean  Government 
$28.55  per  ton  of  2,240  pounds  per  toip,  for  two  trips  via  the  Strait 
of  Magellan,  the  Government  paying  all  running  expenses. 

A  company  called  Sociedad  Comercial  Sanoionoello "  has  been 
organized  in  Antofagasta,  with  a  capita]  of  about  $250,000,  to  do  a 
general  commission  ousiness,  handling  imports  and  exports,  with 
particular  reference  to  nitrates. 


AXEBICAH  COHSULAH  OmCIBS  OX  IB&TE  OF  ABSEVGB. 

Tlie  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  tiieir  respective 

jurisdictions: 
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BECEIVT  COTTOH  STATISTICS. 

A  preliminary  report  of  the  Bureau  of  Census,  Department  of 
Commerce,  gives  the  number  of  bales  of  cotton  (exclusive  of  linters) 
ginned  from  the  1915  crop  as  11,059,430  running  bales  (counting 
round  as  half  bales)  compared  with  15,905.840  bales  for  1914,  and 
13,982,811  bales  for  1913.  In  500-pound  bales,  the  number  for  1915 
-would  be  11.183,182,  against  16,134,930  bales  for  1914,  and  14,156,486 
bales  for  1913. 

The  statistics  for  1915  are  subject  to  slight  corrections  in  the 
report  to  be  published  about  May  1.  Included  in  the  figures  for 
1915,  are  39,623  bales  which  ginners  estimated  would  be  turned  out 
after  the  March  canvass.  Round  bales  included  in  above  statistics 
are  111,716  for  1915,  57,618  for  1914,  and  99,962  for  1913.  Sea- 
island  bales  included  are  91.920  for  1915,  81,654  for  1914,  and  77Ji«3 
for  1913.  The  average  gross  weight  of  bale  for  the  crop,  counting 
round  as  half  bales  and  excluding  linters,  is  505.6  pounds  for  1915, 
507.2  for  1914,  and  506.2  for  1913.  The  number  of  ginneries 
operated  for  the  crop  of  1915  is  23,146  compared  with  24,547  for 
1914. 

In  addition  to  the  lint  cotton  given  above,  there  were  895,274  bales 
of  linters  produced  from  the  crop  of  1915  compared  with  832,401 
for  1914,  and  631,153  for  1913.  Reduced  to  equivalent  500-ponnd 
bales,  the  amounts  for  linters  are  880,780  for  1915,  856,900  for  1914, 
and  638,881  for  1913. 

World's  Statiftlos. 

The  world^s  production  of  commercial  cotton,  ezclusiTe  of  linter& 
grown  in  1914,  as  compiled  from  published  reports,  documents,  and 
correspondence,  was  approximately  24,764,000  bales  of  500  pounds 
net.  The  total  for  1915  is  not  available,  but  the  estimated  produc- 
tion in  India  is  2,950,000;  in  Russia,  1,335,000;  and  in  Egypt, 
965,000.  The  consumption  of  cotton  (exclusive  of  linters  in  the 
United  States)  for  the  year  ending  July  31,  1915,  was  approxi- 
mately 19,761,000  bales  of  500  pounds  net.  Except  for  the  United 
States,  cotton  included  in  this  amount  refers  largely  to  that  used 
in  spinning*  The  total  number  of  producing  cotton  spinners  bo4h 
active  and  idle  is  about  147,500,000. 


PAHA3CA  CANAL  INaTTIBIES  ANSWEBED. 

In  connection  with  the  announcement  of  the  Acting  Governor  of 
the  Panama  Canal  concerning  the  probable  date  of  opening  the  canal 
to  commercial  traffic,  mentioned  in  Commehce  Reports  for  March  17, 
1916,  numerous  inauiries  are  being  received,  as  a  result  of  which 
the  ranama  Canal  nas  made  the  following  statements: 

1.  Commercial  Tessels  of  lighter  drnft  than  30  feet  wtll  not  be  permitted  to 
trauU  the  caool  prior  to  April  15,  the  date  set  for  openiag  to  all  vessels  at 
SO  feet  draft  or  under. 

2.  This  oflkre  Is  nnnble  at  inresent  to  state  whether  a  fiirthw  notiM  will  be 
taBoed  flxlDK  the  date  of  opening  the  cnnal  more  definitely,  or  iiiodif>'ine  It  in 
any  way.  It  Is  presumetl  that  snch  will  not  be  done  unless  made  Imperatlra 
hs  some  unforeseen  movement  of  the  slklef). 

8.  If  any  further  specific  details  resfinlhig  the  sltuntlon  at  the  Isthmns  nre 
de^red,  It  Is  BUEgested  that  cable  inquiry  be  made  of  the  officials  oa  the 
Iff^hmwi^  addrasalns  **  Pawanal,  PananuL" 
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EAST  INDIAN  TBADE  THBOITGE  THE  HETHEBL&UVS. 

[Commercial  Agent  Balpb  M.  Odetl.  Bataria,  Java,  Jan.  22.1 

American  manufacturers  and  exporters  who  desire  to  introduce 
their  lines  into  this  market  should  note  that  very  few  of  the  large 
Dutch  firms  here  (which  handle  the  hulk  of  the  trade)  are  inde- 
pendent, with  authority  to  make  purchases  where  they  please.  The 
actual  purchasing  or  the  confirmation  of  orders  is  reserved  to  the 
head  ofticos  of  the  importing  fi.rms,  principally  in  Amsterdam, 
Botterdam,  and  The  Hague. 

Usually  the  head  of  the  firm  in  the  Netherlands  is  a  man  who  has 
spent  a  number  of  years  in  the  I)utch  East  Indies  and  is  well  in- 
formed on  the  market  and  its  requirements. 

It  is  therefore  believed  to  be  the  best  policy  to  let  the  firm  in  the 
Netherlands  make  all  purchases,  because  it  is  po^ible  to  go  into 
all  the  markets  of  Europe  aud  the  United  States,  or  at  least  it  is 
more  convenient  to  examine  samples  of  manufacturers  from  every 
important  country,  and  place  the  ordei^  where  the  goods  are  cheapest 
This  is  an  important  point  for  American  manufacturers  to  bear  in 
mind,  and  if  they  intend  to  send  travelers  to  the  Dutch  East  Indies 
it  will  be  advisable  to  have  them  first  go  to  the  Netherlands  and  call 
on  all  the  important  firms  there  that  have  connections  in  the  Ehitch 
East  Indies;  their  chances  of  securing  orders  will  be  much  better 
under  such  a  plan. 

There  are  some  firms  here  that  will  place  orders  direct  with 
travelers  who  come  to  see  them;  sometimes  these  orders  must  be  con- 
firmed by  the  head  office  of  the  importing  firm  in  the  Netherlands 
and  sometimes  this  is  not  required.  It  is  advisable  in  writing  to  the 
firms  here  that  have  their  headquarters  in  the  Netherlands  to  send 
a  copy  of  the  letter  to  the  head  office  in  order  to  assure  mole  careful 
attention  to  the  matter. 


EZPOBTS  TO  innTED  STATES  FBOK  POBT  ISLXZABETR 

{CoBBul  B.  A.  Wakefield,  Port  Elliabeth,  Sootb  Africa.] 

There  was  a  large  increase  in  the  total  value  of  the  export  trade 
from  the  Port  Elizabeth  consular  district  to  the  United  States  during 
1915,  compared  with  1914.  All  the  articles  of  export,  with  the  ex- 
ception 01  calabash  bowls,  have  increased  in  value,  as  shown  by  the 

following  table : 


Articles. 

1914 

1011 

Qnantltr. 

ValH. 

Qnantt^. 

ValOii 

8.000 
880,400 

cr.m 

1,444.  m 

8S.667 

&.m 

30.  OSS 
33,  Ml 

19,S3S 
76,681 

113,  S78 
185,22) 

137.343 
136,516 

S»,800 
4,H5,800 

808,000 
4,8«1,000 
3,300 

34,011,600 
1,800,000 

ue.asa 

178. « 
743.8a 
4,W 

>.4S7,nr 

«T,4» 

Wool: 

2,570,588 

370.  en 

305,134 
85,781 

1,09,170 
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CAKADIAV  EXHIBITION  TO  EKCOXrRAeE  EXPORT  ACTIVITIES. 

{Cmimil  F»llz  S.  8.  Johnson.  KlnKiton,  OotBrto,  Uar.  11.] 

The  Canadian  Government  has  under  consideration  the  establi^- 
ment  of  a  bureau  of  commercial  intelligence  under  the  Department 
of  Trade  and  Commerce.  This  wouW  inchide  the  selection  by 
Canadian  commercial  attach^  in  foreign  countries  of  such  aitioles 
among  the  imports  of  those  countries  as  might  be  manufactured  in 
Canada.  These  would  be  collected  and  displayed  at  a  central  depot, 
where  they  could  be  seen  and  examined  by  Canadian  manufacturers. 
Information  would  be  provided  reg«rding  the  materials  from  wliich 
the  articles  are  made,  the  market  prices  in  countries  from  which  they 
come,  the  cost  of  transportation  from  Canada,  and  all  other  infor- 
mation which  would  enable  Canadian  manufacturers  to  decide 
whether  they  could  pro6tably  enter  into  competition  with  other  pro- 
ducing countries  for  the  markets  indicated.  The  collection  of 
articles  would  be  exhibited  from  time  to  time  in  some  of  the  larger 
Canadian  cities  so  that  greater  facilities  could  be  given  for  their 
examination  by  manufacturers  and  manufacturing  experts. 
Toroato  to  Have  an  Exhibition  of  DoUi. 

The  first  move  will  be  made  with  respect  to  toys,  including  dolls, 
and  an  exhibition  will  be  held  in  Toronto  in  the  near  future.  The 

object  is  to  make  a  sample  showing  of  such  toys  as  have  been  formerly 
imported  from  Europe,  toys  now  being  made  in  Canada,  and  pos- 
fflbiy  samples  of  toys  now  being  made  by  the  Japanese.  The  idea  is 
to  direct  the  attention  of  toymakers  and  buyers,  and  also  financial 
men,  to  the  possibility  of  increasing  the  production  of  such  articles  in 
Canada.  This  will  be  the  initial  step  toward  what  the  Canadian  De- 
partment of  Trade  and  Commerce  hopes  to  extend  into  a  continued 
and  permanent  representation  of  industrial  products  which  find 
Togue  in  foreign  countries,  and  which  might  be  produced  by  Ca- 
nadian manufacturers.  A  conference  of  Canadian  manufacturers  wiU 
be  held  at  Toronto  on  March  28,  when  papera  will  be  read  and  some 
addresses  given  with  a  general  interchange  of  opinion  as  to  posa- 
bilities  ana  prospects. 

AHEBICA17  SUBSTTFUTS  FOB  ENGLISH  WUITIMG. 

Manufacturers  who  use  whiting,  an  essential  constituent  for  cer- 
tain ceramic  glazes  and  bodies,  generally  have  imported  this  material 
from  England.  However,  a  sample  of  calcium  carbonate,  recently 
submitted  as  a  by-product  by,  a  firm  in  Baltimore,  has  been  found 
by  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards  to  be  an  excellent  substi- 
tute for  this  English  whiting.  It  gave  very  desirable  and  satisfactory 
results  in  the  trials  which  were  made  of  it. 

Two  very  refractory  plastic  clays  have  been  encountered  in  the 
routine  testing  of  clays  submitted  by  various  parties,  both  of  which 
are  promising  for  the  manufacture  of  glass  pots  and  crucibles.  One 
is  from  CecirCounty,  Md.,  and  the  other  from  near  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Thermocouple  tubes  previously  manufactured  by  the  Bureau  of 
Standards  have  all  been  made  by  molding  through  a  die,  but  the 
bureau  is  now  able  to  produce  some  very  satisfactory  tubes  by  casting 
in  piaster  molds. 
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CHUEAIT  ATTITUDE  TOWABS  UJllTKU  STATES. 

[R.  He  F.  Boomer,  secretnir  to  commerclat  attache,  Santiago,  Feb.  10.1 

Besides  the  increase  in  trade  revealed  by  general  conunercial  sta- 
tistics, there  have  lately  been  many  other  indicative  "straws"  that 

seem  to  point  to  a  very  high  admiration  on  the  part  of  Chileans  for 
all  things  American.  In  some  lines  this  has  been  so  marked  as  to 
cause  comment  among  foreigners  and  Chileans  alike.  It  would  be 
exceptional  to  pick  up  a  newspaper  nowadays  and  not  find  one  or 
more  leading  articles  that  deal  in  a  favorable  way  with  the  United 
States.  Out  of  five  pages  of  reading  matter,  yesterday's  T^ltimas 
Noticias  had  one  entire  page  devoted  to  American  affairs,  in  addi- 
tion to  numerous  cablegrams  dated  from  New  York  or  Washington. 
Papers  of  the  last  few  days  have  had  articles  on  "Chilean  Paintings 
in  the  United  States:  How  They  Were  Exhibited  at  San  Francisco," 
"Booker  T.  Washington,"  "Chilean  Music  at  the  Scientific  Coa- 

fresSf"  "How  the  Americans  Build  Beads,"  "American  Mining 
lethods,"  an  illustrated  page  on  the  development  of  the  Wanamaker 
stores,  and  many  other  shorter  articles. 

The  magazines  and  illustrated  weeklies  also  show  the  North  Amer- 
ican influence.  Many  of  their  pictures  and  covers  are  reproduced 
from  northern  periodicals.  Fashion  articles  are  translated  from 
journals  published  in  the  United  States,  and,  in  fact,  often  form 
the  major  part  of  the  material  in  the  best  local  publications  of  that 
charncter.  American  styles  have  not,  however,  progressed  very 
rapidly,  Chilean  women  still  preferring  French  models.  The  men 
are  taking  up  a  few  American  ideas,  mere  being  many  who  quite 
pride  themselves  on  being  dressed  in  "American  style."  This  really 
means  a  great  deal,  as  it  carries  with  it  much  good  will. 

Begarding  the  educational  interest  in  the  United  States  much  has 
already  been  written.  The  enthusiasm  among  local  university  stu- 
dents IS  considerable.  Twenty  students  are  known  to  have  saued  to 
4he  United  States  during  the  past  year,  and  the  total  number  is  prob- 
ably much  greater. 


KOYAL  BA17E  OP  CAKADA  TO  OPEN  VENEZVELAir  BAAHCH. 

[American  Hlalster  Prwton  UcGoodwln,  Caracas,  Feb.  25.] 

The  officers  and  principal  directors  of  the  Royal  Bank  of  Canada, 
Montreal,  spent  two  days  in  Caracas  with  a  view  to  studying  eco- 
nomic  conditions.  The  party  was  headed  by  Sir  H.  S,  Holt,  presi- 
dent of  the  bank,  and  included  seven  other  officers  and  directors- 
Definite  announcement  was  made  that  a  bank  would  be  established  in 
Caracas,  and  one  of  the  directors  will  remain  in  charge  of  the  pre- 
liminary arangements.  No  details  as  to  organization  are  yet 
available. 

The  party  spent  several  days  visiting  San  Juan,  Porto  Bico,  and 
Fort  or  Spain,  Trinidad,  where  the  Royal  Bank  maintains  brandies. 

The  exports  of  bristles  from  Mukden,  Manchuria,  to  the  United 
States,  according  to  invoices  certified  at  the  American  consulate  gen- 
eral at  that  place,  increased  from  223,990  pounds,  valued  at  $200,658, 
for  1914,  to  374,720  pounds,  valued  at  $408,194,  for  1915. 
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TO  STUDY  ALASKA'S  KIHEBALS  ASH  WATEE  FOWEB. 

Much  work  has  been  laid  out  for  the  12  parties  that  are  to  represent 
the  United  States  Geolcgical  Survey  in  its  study  of  the  natural 
resources  of  Alaska  during  the  coming  season.  Survej^s  of  regitins 
in  whidi  quartZf  gold,  and  copper  are  to  be  found,  the  investigation 
of  the  water  powers  of  southeastern  Alaska,  and  work  in  the  actions 
directly  or  indirectly  tributary  to  the  Govemmeht  railroad  now 
under  construction  are  projected. 

The  Government's  scientists  will  make  a  detailed  survey  of  the 
region  tributary  to  Juneau,  which  is  the  most  important  quartz 
camp  in  Alaska.  A  continuation  of  the  study  of  the  mineral  re 
fources  of  the  Ketchikan  district  will  relate  to  Important  gold  and 
copper  mines. 

Only  one  party  will  be  employed  in  the  Copped  River  region. 
Two  parties  will  work  in  Prince  William  Sound.  Four  will  make 
surveys  in  the  region  of  the  Government  railroad.  One  of  them 
will  study  the  new  Tolovana  placer  disti'ict  and  also  make  some  sup- 
plementary investigation  of  the  Fairbanks  lode  district.  The  geolo- 
gic of  this  party  will  later  visit  the  Nome  district.  A  detailed 
geologic  survey  will  be  made  of  the  western  part  of  the  Nenana  coal 
netd,  which  is  adjacent  to  the  route  of  the  Government  railroad. 
Two  other  parties  will  be  employed  in  carrying  reconnoissance  sur- 
reys westward  from  the  railroad  route  to  the  Kantishna  placer  and 
lode  district.  Tt  is  also  proposed  to  make  surveys  of  the  lower 
Yukon,  including  the  Marsiall  placer  district 

BECtmSST  FOB  CATALOOtTES  AHD  FBICE  USTS. 

tCtmsnl  BdwlD  N.  GniiBBulaB,  Johanti»burg,  UdIod  of  Soath  Afrlcft,  J«n.  28.] 

The  Jc^nnesburg  consulate,  which  already  has  a  large  number 
of  American  trade  catalogues  on  file  in  its  Commercial  Information 
Bureau  and  which  is  desirous  of  keeping  these  catalogues  as  nearly 
up  to  date  as  posable,  would  be  pleased  to  receive  from  American 
manufecturers  and  others  new  and  revised  catalogues  and  price  lists. 
A  complete  file  of  up-to-date  catalogues  is  obviously  of  great  advan- 
tage to  American  trade  interests,  particularly  at  the  present  time 
-nhcn  there  is  a  greatly  increased  demand  for  American  goods  of  all 
kinds  by  reason  of  the  closing  of  other  sources  of  supply.  In  sending 
these  catalogues,  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  should  be 
careful  to  accompany  them  with  price  lists  and  came  addresses  and 
any  other  information  that  would  be  of  value  to  the  South  African 
importer. 

Ai^VBtiBe  GnqM  Prominiv- 

[Special  A^ent  P.  H.  Voa  Hots.) 

The  new  com  crop  is  now  (January  26)  in  fine  condition  and  gives 
promise  of  a  good  harvest.  It  has  been  bwefited  by  late  rains  nnd 
has  tasseled  out,  and  the  ears  arc  quite  large.  Alfalfa  has  also  been 
prea^  benefited  by  the  January  rains,  and  in  some  places  in  the 
Xtincom  district  five  or  six  cuttings  will  be  made  this  year.  If  the 
rain  continues  thoroughout  February  each  cutting  will  average  from 
1}  to  1^  tons  per  acre. 
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FOBEIGN  TBASE  OFFOBTITHinES. 


Bcflerred  addresBefl  may  be  obt-alned  from  tbe  Bnrean  and  Its  dlstrl«t  oflleea.  RwjiwH 

for  each  opportualt;  should  be  on  a  aeparate  sheet  and  the  U«  uBaaber  riven. 

Dyes,  hosiery,  and  underwear.  No.  20.'i28. — A  man  in  Aufttraiia  Informs  an 
Anierk-un  omsulnr  t>tf1i-er  that  he  tlt>xlr»t  to  eMtMhllHh  (■iiimiien'tal  ivlatfona 
with  Ainerican  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  dyes,  and  hosiery  and  sUk 
underwear  for  women  and  children.  Ueferences  are  given. 

Twine,  No.  20529. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  transmits  an  Inquiry  from 
a  man  in  Siberia  who  desires  tu  be  placed  In  touch  with  American  manu- 
facturer a  and  exporters  of  binding  twine  for  binding  sbeaves.  Beffereocei 
are  given.   Gorrespondence  may  be  in  English. 

Imitatitm  astrakhans,  etc..  No.  20530. — An  American  consular  offlco-  Id  Spain 
reports  that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  quotations  and  samplea 
of  tbe  following  Imitation  astrakhans:  Cream  bearskins,  blacb  caracals, 
black  bearskins,  black  I'eraluns.  black  mohair  seats,  black  polarlans,  black 
astrakhans,  colored  bearskins,  seals  and  fancies,  and  fancy  tips.  Quotatioog 
should  be  c.  i.  f.  destination.  Oorrespoudence  may  be  in  iSuglisli.  iiamples 
of  the  articles  desired  may  be  examined  at  tbe  Bureau  or  Its  district  offices. 
(Refer  to  file  No.  73525.) 

Neios  print  paper,  No.  20531. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Brazil  reports 
that  a  Qrm  In  his  district  desires  to  purchase  American  news  print  paper 
weighing  60  grnnut  (about  2.11Q  ounces)  per  square  meter  (about  1.196 
square  yards).  It  Is  stated  that  from  80  to  40  rolls  per  month  are  used,  and 
that  the  axis  of  the  rolls  may  be  either  of  cardboard  or  wood,  with  an  inside 
measurement  of  7  centimeters  (alMiut  2.75OT  Inches).  The  length  of  the 
paper  on  the  rolls  should  be  5,000  meters  f  nbout  16,404.166  feet).  Quotatlmis 
are  desired  c  I.  f.  destination.  A  sample  of  the  paper  now  used  mny  to 
examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  olQces.    (Refer  to  file  No.  73334.) 

Fancy  goods,  hnitting  macMnes,  Setcetry,  etc..  No.  2(^32. — ^A  firm  in  East  Africa 
informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  It  desires  to  recdve  catalofmes 
and  price  lists  from  American  manufacturers  of  Alters,  fancy  goods,  knit- 
ting machines,  jewelry,  and  watch  and  clock  material  and  parts.  Cor- 
respondence mny  be  in  English. 

Nails,  No.  20533. — An  American  consular  officer  In  England  writes  that  two  firms 
In  his  district  desire  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of 
wire  nails,  cut  nails,  etc.  Quotations — c.  L  f.  destination,  If  possible;  oth«^ 
wise,  f.  o.  b.  New  York — should  be  made  In  British  currency.  It  is  Stated 
that  the  usual  term  of  payment  la  cash  In  30  days,  less  10  per  cent 

PotUlrv-fecding  appliances.  No.  20534. — A  firm  in  South  Africa  informs  an  Araer- 
Ican  consular  officer  that  It  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  price  lists  frinn 
American  manufacturers  of  poultry-feeding  appliances.  Gorre^oodenoe 
may  be  In  English. 

Oeneral  agency.  No.  20535, — A  man  In  Brazil  writes  that  he  desires  to  represent 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  In  that  country.  No  particular  line 
has  been  specified.  The  man  also  states  that  he  Is  In  a  position  to  purdiase 
cacao,  hides,  pissaba,  coffee,  carnauba  wax,  tobacco,  and  fiber  tor  American 
Importers. 

Shoes,  No.  20536. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Spain  reports  that  a  man  tn 
his  dlstrkrt  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  men's  shoes 
with  thin  and  rubber  soles,  and  slippers  and  sandals  for  children.  JUster- 
ences  are  given.   Correspondence  should  be  in  Spanish. 

Dvc9,  electrical  goods,  pencils,  etc^  No.  20537. — A  firm  In  India  Informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  and  exporters  of  artificial  dyes  for  cotton  and  wocA, 
electri(Al  goods,  pencils,  stationery,  and  gold  and  aUvar  thread.  Onnre- 
spondrace  may  be  tn  English. 

Gasoline  stoves,  paste,  sporting  goods,  etc..  No.  20588. — An  American  consular 
officer  in  E^ast  Africa  reports  that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  receive 
catalogues,  price  lists,  and  full  information  from  American  manufacturen 
of  drawing  sets,  gasoline  stores,  library  paste,  rubber-type  printing  sen, 
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stationery  of  the  cbeaper  grades,  umbrellas,  walking  sticks,  and  sporting 
gfMKiR  fur  cricket,  football,  golf,  and  tennis.  Gorrcspondeace  may  be  in 
English. 

Rat  traps.  No.  20539.— An  American  consnlar  officer  In  Brazil  writes  that  a  man 
In  his  district  is  in  the  market  fur  10.000  rat  traps.  Catalogues,  price 
lists,  and  samples  should  be  seat  immediately.  Correspondence  should  be 
in  Portuguese. 

ifocAinerv.  No.  20540. — ^A  firm  fn  Canada  infonns  an  American  consular  officer 
that  it  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of 
brush-mnking  machine.  Catalogues,  price  lists,  and  full  Information 
should  be  sent.  -  -Reference  is  given. 

A»pluUt,  Na  20541. — ^An  Araerlom  consular  officer  In  Venezuela  writes  that  a 
man  In  his  district  desires  to  communicate  with  American  importers  of 
asphalt.  It  is  stated  that  the  man  can  supply  asphalt  of  almost  any  grade 
and  In  almost  any  quantity,  louiled  on  board  schooners  near  the  mines,  for 
$10  per  ton.  Correspondence  sliould  be  in  Spanish. 


SIIV£B  COINAOE  FOB  ECUADOB. 

The  Commercial  and  Agricultural  Bank  (Banco  Comercial  y  Agri- 
cola)  of  Ecuador  is  authorized,  by  a  Treasury  decree  published  in  the 
Hegistro  Oficial,  to  arrange  for  the  coinage  and  importation  of  sub- 
sidiary silver  coins  to  the  value  of  400,000  sucres  ($194,680).  Half 
of  this  amount  is  to  be  used  in  coins  of  one-fifth  of  a  sucre  ($0,975) 
and  the  other  half  in  one-tenth  of  a  sucre  ($0.0487),  the  allov  to  be  in 
accordance  with  the  Ecuadorian  coinage  law  of  1898.  The  bank  will 
charge  no  commisBion  for  its  share  in  Uie  arrangement,  and  all  profit 
or  loss  in  connection  with  the  coinage  will  be  placed  to  the  account  of 
the  Government  of  Ecuador. 


BOOKLET  ON  BTTSSIA. 


A  booklet  on  Russia,  prepared  for  those  who  may  be  interested  in 
American  exports  to  that  country,  has  been  issued  by  the  Guaranty 
Trust  Co.,  of  New  York.  An  introductory  chapter  embraces  a  gen- 
eral review  of  causes  that  have  already  led  or  will  lead  in  the  future 
to  the  development  of  vast  r^urces  and  to  important  changes  that 
are  taking  place  within  Russia.  Other  chaptei's  deal  with  the  geo- 
graphical features  and  production,  foreign  trade,  public  and  private 
finance,  railways,  postal  and  telegraph  service,  agriculture,  the  lum- 
ber industry,  textile  and  leather  goods,  minerals,  iron  and  steel,  and 
the  market  for  securities. 


LABQE  BECEIPTS  OF  THEFISH  BEFOBTED. 

Six  vessels  arrived  in  New  York  City  on  March  15,  with  fares  of 
tilefish,  the  aggregate  receipts  being  more  than  131,000  pounds.  The 
United  States  Bureau  of  P^isheries  reports  that  12  vessels  have  been 
engaged  in  this  fishery  during  March  and.  in  spite  of  the  prevalence 
of  Imd  weather,  which  has  seriously  interfered  with  the  fishery,  the 
receipts  for  the  month  have  exceeded  147  tons. 


There  were  cowhides  to  the  value  of  $3,117,793  invoiced  at  the 
American  consulate  general  at  Hankow,  China,  for  shipment  to 
the  United  States  during  1915,  compared  with  $2,081,169  worth  for 
1914. 
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CAKASA'S  MPTERAT.  PBODUCTIOH. 

[Honetarr  Tlmw  of  Canwlnt  Uar.  10.] 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  mineral  production  of 
Canada  in  1914  and  1915,  by  Provinces: 


Froriocu. 

1914 

1916 

imi 

UU 

I63.094.fl77 
24.164.039 
17.584.B39 
11.830.020 
12. 084. 234 
6,418,185 

Ktl.  800,178 
28.932,nG8 
IB.  126.672 
12.  I&0.43S 
9,916,282 
4,913,863 

IB.IIS.W 
l,OI4.aQ 
713.S13 

a.as.M 
9Mai 

Brltisb  Columbia  

Alberta  

138,80,07} 

U8,9a,73i 

Yukon  district  

Increase  In  Output  of  Ketalt, 

There  was  an  increased  production  in  all  metals,  with  the  exception 

of  silver.  The  total  value  of  the  metallic  production  in  1915  waa 
$77,046,082,  as  compared  with  $59,386,619  in  1914  and  $66,361,351 
in  1913.  The  production  of  nickel,  copper,  and  zinc  is  the  highest 
thnt  has  been  recorded  in  these  metals.  The  quantity  of  nickel  was 
50  per  cent  greater  than  in  1914,  copper  over  35  per  cent,  lead  nearly 
25  per  cent,  gold  over  18  per  cent,  and  pig  iron  nearly  17  per  cent 
greater.  The  falling  off  m  silver  was  only  48,000  ounces,  or  less 
than  two-tenths  of  1  per  cent.  Owing  to  the  hi^  piices  of  copper 
and  lead,  the  total  values  of  these  metals  idiow  increases  of  72  per 
cent  and  56  per  cent,  respectively. 

Although  the  prices  of  nearly  all  metals  were  high,  they  have  in 
most  cases  been  exceeded  in  comparatively  recent  years,  except,  pos- 
sibly, in  antimony,  zinc,  and  some  of  the  rarer  metals.  Compared 
with  1914,  the  average  price  of  copper  showed  an  increase  of  27  per 
cent,  lead  an  increase  of  27  per  cent,  spelter  an  increase  of  154  per 
cent,  antimuuy  (ordinaries)  an  increase  of  246  per  cent,  alvo-  a 
decrease  of  9.4  per  cent,  and  tin  an  increase  of  12.2  per  cent 

Deerease  la  XonmetalUo  Prodnetion. 

The  total  value  of  the  nonmetallic  production  in  1915,  includ- 
ing clay  and  quarry  products,  etc.,  was  $61,467,668,  as  against  $69,- 
476,450  in  1914  and  $79,273,461  in  1913.  The  largest  decreases  in 
1915  occurred  in  construction  materials,  such  as  cement,  clav  prod- 
ucts, lime,  sand,  and  gravel,  and  stone  and  quarry  products,  tne  tail- 
ing off  varying  from  16  to  nearly  34  per  cent.  There  was  also,  how- 
ever, a  smaller  production  of  coal,  natural  gas.  and  gypsum.  On 
the  other  hand,  there  were  increases  in  the  shipments  of  asbestos, 
chromite,  graphite,  magnesite,  pyrites,  and  salt. 


Transfer  of  Araraquara  Sailway  Properties. 

Vice  Consul  Hobert  L.  Keiser,  of  Sao  Paulo,  Brazil,  reports  tiiat 
the  bankrupt  properties  of  the  Araniouara  Railway,  together  with 
the  outstanding  indebtedness  of  the  road,  have  been  taken  over  by 
the  Sao  Paulo  Northern  Railroad  Co.,  of  Wilmington,  DeL 

A  Chicago  manufacturer  is  sending  a  trial  eonsignment  (1  ton) 
of  his  glue  to  a  Manchester,  England,  nrm,  with  wbidi  he  was  placed 
in  touch  by  Consul  Ross  E.  HoTaday. 
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OFEHina  OF  BUssiAH  FOBT  whl  believe  congestion. 

The  Ameri can-Russian  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  New  York  an- 
nounces the  receipt  of  a  cable  communication  from  the  Russian- 
American  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Moscow,  stating  that  the  port  of 
Nikolaievsk,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Amur  River  in  Siberia,  will  be 
opened  for  navi^tion  on  June  14  and  will  furnish  a  new  method  of 
placing  goods  on  the  Russian  market.  American  exporters  wishing 
to  avoid  the  congestion  and  the  delays  in  sending  freight  by  way 
of  Vladivostok  should  direct  steamers  to  Nikolaievsk.  Goods  re- 
ceived at  Nikolaievsk  will  be  transported  up  the  Amur  River  to 
Stretyinsk,  which  is  reached  by  a  railroad  line  connecting  with  the 
Trans-Siberian  Railroad.  The  cable  states  it  will  be  possible  to  move 
72,000,000  pounds  of  freight  through  the  port  of  Nikolaievsk  and  by 
river  traffic  up  the  Amur  River  to  Stret^insk,  which  would  be  a  great 
relief  to  the  American  shippers  desirous  of  moving  goods  into 
Kussia. 

The  opening  of  these  new  transportation  facilities  will  be  of 
particular  value  to  the  American  exporters  of  cotton,  metals,  machin- 
ery, and  tanning  i>roducts.  Shipments  by  way  of  Nikolaievsk  on 
the  Amur  River  will  not  be  interfered  with  on  account  of  Govern- 
ment shipments.  The  opening  of  this  port,  therefore,  furnishes  an 
opportunity  for  exporters  to  avoid  some  of  the  delays  heretofore 
encountered  in  moving  goods  into  Russia. 

Further  inquiries  in  regard  to  this  matter  should  be  directed  to 
the  American-Russian  Chamber  of  Commerce,  60  Broadway,  New 
York. 

CABISBAS  EXFOBTS  TO  XTiriTED  STATES. 

The  principal  exports  from  the  consular  district  of  Carlsbad, 
Bohemia,  to  the  United  States  are  hops,  decorated  china,  and  musical 
instruments,  in  the  order  named.  There  was  a  decrease  in  the  ship- 
ments of  these  tliree  art'cles  during  1915  compared  with  1014.  ac- 
cording to  invoices  certified  at  the  American  consulate  at  that  place. 
The  figures  were  as  follows:  Hops,  $549,747  for  1914  and  $254,920 
for  1915;  decorated  china,  $387,687  for  1914  and  $165,059  for  1915; 
and  musical  instruments,  $165,961  for  19X4  and  $115,962  for  1915. 
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PACIFIC  KAIL  8EBTICI;  TO  BE  COHTIinrEOl 

[Panama  Canal  Record,  Uar.  8,] 

Following  Uie  purahase  oi  a  controlling  interest  in  the  Pacific 
Mail  Steamship  Co.  from  the  Southern  Pacific  Co.  by  W.  R.  Grace 
&  Co.  and  the  Am^'ican  International  Corporation,  t£e  Pacific  Mail 
service  between  San  Francisco  and  Balboa,  consisting  of  direct  sail- 
ings and  sailings  with  calls  at  intermediate  ports  in  (^tral  America, 
wUl  be  continued,  and  the  ships  will  remain  under  the  American 
flag  for  the  present. 

It  is  the  aim  of  the  new  owners,  according  to  the  statement  of  the 
representiitive  of  W.  R.  Grace  &  Co.  in  Panama,  to  make  the  Central 
American  service  more  regular  than  it  has  been  heretofore,  and 
eventuallj  to  equip  it  with  improved  steamers.  By  removing  the 
steamship  line  from  the  ownership  of  a  railroad  company  operating 
a  rail  line  in  the  United  States,  arrangements  can  be  made  to  operate 
its  vessels  through  the  canal,  and  some  of  the  vessels  will  make 
Cristobal  their  terminus,  as  has  been  done  by  the  Salvador  Bailway 
Co.*3  vessels,  the  vessels  of  the  Peruvian  and  Chilean  lines,  and  of 
the  Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Co.  Announcement  has  been  made  of 
the  recent  purchase  of  three  ships  from  the  Royal  Dutch  West 
India  Mail  tor  use  in  this  service.  [These  are  the  Venemela,  of  5,641 
tons,  the  Colombiaj  of  equal  tonnage,  and  the  Ecuador,  of  5,688  tons 
gross.] 

The  corporate  entity  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Co.  is  to  be 
preserved,  and  the  agen^  at  Balboa  will  be  maintained  separatdy 
from  the  agnicy  of  W.  R.  Grace  &  Co.  in  Panama,  as  well  as  from 
the  International  Banking  Corporation,  a  subsidiary  of  the  Ameri- 
can  International  Corporation. 

The  Pacific  Mail  ser\'ice  between  Balboa  and  San  Francisco  em- 
ploys seven  vessels,  averaging  approximately  6,000  tons  gross,  with 
length  of  about  3(K)  feet,  carrying  pasengers  and  cargo.  They  are 
the  Aztec,  City  of  Para,  Newport,  Pennsylvama,  Peru,  San  Jose,  and 
San  Juan. 

The  steamship  China,  the  last  of  the  company's  ^ips  employed  in 
its  abandoned  Oriental  service,  has  been  sold  to  the  China  Mail 
Steamship  Co. 

DTCBEASED  ELECTRIC  POWEB  IN  INSU'S  COTTOK  lOIUB. 

Among  the  cotton  mills  in  the  Bombay  district  of  India  tiiere  are 
15^  representing  a  total  of  16,000  horsepower,  which  are  electrically 
driven  by  power  from  the  plant  of  the  Vata  Hydroelectric  Power 
Supply  Co.  The  largest  consumer  takes  2,175  horsepower,  while 
another  mill  is  a  close  second  with  2,050  horsepower.  Thirteen  other 
mills  in  the  district,  the  Indian  Textile  Journal  reports,  are  being 
converted  to  electric  driving,  and  are  now  partially  so  running,  repre- 
senting a  further  increase  of  19,255  horsepower. 

The  power  plant  mentioned  is  managed  by  an  American  and  its 
equipment  was  obtained  largely  from  the  United  States.  The  gover- 
nor of  Bombav  switched  the  first  power  current  from  the  plant  on 
February  8,  1915.  The  enterprise,  which  cost  $2,000,000,  was  fully 
described  in  Daily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  December  29, 
913.   The  project  was  then  classed  as  the  la^^  in  the  world. 
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TSEASVKT  ASSISTS  FAPE&^TINa  CAXFAIOH. 

In  response  to  the  request  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  that 
copies  of  the  circular,  "Shortage  of  Paper  Material,"  be  posted  on 
the  bnlletin  boards  in  the  various  customiliouses  of  the  United  States, 
the  Treasury  Department  has  issued  instnictions  to  the  custodians 
of  all  Federal  buildings  under  the  control  of  that  department  to  make 
use  of  these  circulars,  in  aid  of  the  campaign  to  bring  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  people  of  the  countiy  the  importance  of  saving  rags  and 
old  papers  as  n  means  of  relief  to  the  paper  industry.  It  has  dish 
tributed  1,200  copies. 

The  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  B.  R.  Newton,  has  addressed 
a  letter  to  S«:retary  of  Commerce  William  C.  Redfield,  acimowlc^- 
ing  receipt  of  the  request  and  stating  the  action  that  has  been  taken, 
and  has  also  issued  a  circular  letter  on  the  subject  to  the  custodians 
of  public  buildings  under  the  control  of  the  Treasury  Department. 
These  letters  are : 

The  noNOBAnu:,  The  f^ECRtTARY  of  Commehce. 

Sib:  I  hnve  the  bouor  to  ackiiowletlge  the  receipt  of  yonr  letter  of  the  17tli 
instant  Inclosing  copy  of  circular,  "  Shortage  of  Paper  Miitcrinl,"  unfl  nalEing 
pennlselon  to  post  same  on  the  bnlletin  boards  in  the  various  customhouses 
under  the  control  of  this  depiirtiuent. 

The  department  fully  appretlntes  the  necessity  for  the  desired  publicity  and 
has  issued  Instructions  not  only  to  the  custodloas  of  the  customhouses  hut  niso 
to  the  custodians  of  the  other  Falernl  buildings,  post  offices,  etc.,  to  nrmriKe 
to  tllsi)lay  the  circular  on  tlie  bulletin  boards.  To  facilitate  matters,  tiic  de- 
XMirtment  requested  a  supply  of  the  circulars  from  your  department,  and  a 
copy  will  be  inclosed  in  the  custodians'  instructions. 

For  your  Information,  tlicre  is  transmitted  herewith  n  copy  of  this  dei)art'> 
ment's  circular. 

To  cii»todiait9  of  public  Jtuildlngt  under  the  control  of  the  TrcMuru  Depart- 

mcnt: 

OwIqk  to  a  shortase  tlu-ouKhout  the  countrj'  of  rnfM  and  old  papers  which 
ore  retiuireil  in  the  nmnnractnrc  of  paper,  the  IVpartment  of  Commerce  Is 
issuing  the  Inclosed  circular  entltleil  "  Shortage  of  Paper  Material,"  which  it  is 
deslretl  to  place  on  tlie  bulletin  boards  of  all  public  buildings. 

Please  irive  the  efforts  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  your  heartiest  co- 
operation by  posting  the  circular  conspicuously  on  the  bulletin  lioani  In  the 
building  In  your  custody,  so  that  the  public  may  be  duly  Infonncd  of  the  condi- 
tions therein  set  forth. 

In  line  with  the  tenor  of  the  circular  of  the  Department  of  Commerce.  It  Is 
possible  that  some  returns  may  be  secnre<l  for  the  waste  pa]ier  accumulating 
!it  Federal  buildings,  not  handle<l  by  the  I'ost  Office  Department  uml  not  sold 
Tinder  existing  contracts,  but  removed  as  rubbish  or  burned. 

Please  give  careful  considerjition  to  the  matter  and  If  it  Is  i)ossibIe  to  efTect 
some  nrrnngeraents  promptly  advise  the  Supervising  Architect's  Office,  with 
bids  for  the  purchase  and  removal  of  the  old  waste  paiwr.  If  the  supply  of  n 
suitable  billing  press  will  secure  better  results,  this  feature  should  be  included 
lu  your  reiMit,  with  competitive  bids  for  a  suitable  press. 


The  revival  of  the  tobacco  industry  in  Cyprus  is  noted  in  the 
March  issue  of  the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce  Journal,  which 
states  that  fire  samples  of  tliis  leaf  were  favorably  reported  on  by  tlie 
Imperial  InFtitnte  and  bv  British  mannfachirers.  ard  that  the  tn- 
baccos  are  regarded  as  distinctly  promising  for  the  production  of 
cigarettes  of  the  Turkish  and  Egyptian  types. 
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HEW  LAW  BE0ULATE8  FAIUOITATS  COASIZHa  ISAIKE. 

[Oscar  L.  Hllmorc,  charg<  d'aOtlret  ad  Interim,  Asandoii.  Jan.  21.] 

Law  97  of  Paraguay,  regulating  the  coasting  trade  of  the  country, 

has  provisions  rehiting  to  the  class  of  vessels  which  may  engage  in 
this  trade,  the  requirements  under  which  bounties  previously  offered 
may  be  obtained,  exemptions  from  certain  paymente  and  the  penalty 
for  failure  to  observt.  the  requirements.  Regulations  made  in  accord- 
ance with  this  law  have  also  been  issued.  Ine  law  provides: 

Abticlb  1.  The  navfgatloa  and  commerce  constituting  tlie  coastins  trade 
between  the  ports  of  Ihe  Ileiiublic  shall  be  reservetl  to  vessela  of  the  National 
flair,  except  in  the  case  of  ret'iproclty  on  tlie  part  of  tlie  nations  through  whose 
territory  the  rivers  pass. 

Abt.  2.  Vessels  flyinK  foreifni  flags  shall  be  at  lilwrty  to  effect  in  the  ports 
of  tlie  Itepubllc  tlie  o[M>ratloiis  of  discharging  cargoes  from  and  of  loodlox 
cargoes  for  foreign  countries  in  accordance  with  the  national  lawa  and  reco* 
latlona. 

Abt.  3.  The  bounties  accorded  by  the  law  of  July  7,  1900,  In  i-«8pect  of  the 
building  of  national  sailing  and  steam  vessels  shall  take  effect  solely  on  onndl- 
tion  that  they  are  intended  for  national  coasting  trade  and  that  th^  ore  subject 
to  the  regulations  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  five  years  cmuecutlvely. 

ExeontlTe  Aathorlzed  to  Grant  Bxempttons. 

Abt.  4.  The  Executive  Is  authorized  to  grant  exemption  from  stamp  duties 
and  from  registration  fees  on  entering  and  clearing,  and  also  to  slmpltCy  the 
customs  regulations  and  formalities  and  to  reduce  anchorage  dues,  In  the  cose 
of  coasting  vessels  Which  carry  cargoes  In  sealed  holds  and  admit  on  board 

custom.*!  offlrlals  who  direct  the  operations. 

Art.  5.  The  cargoes  carried  from  one  port  In  the  Repnhllc  to  another  are 
similarly  exempt  from  port  dues  and  inspection,  where  the  State  quays  and 
winches  are  not  employed,  and  the  loading  and  landing  certificates  will  not  ^ve 
further  details  than  the  mark,  number,  and  weight  of  each  pac&age. 

AsT.  6.  Every  vessel  sailing  under  a  foreign  flag  detected  In  carrying  on 
coasting  trade  In  contravention  of  this  law  shall  be  liable  to  confiscation,  to* 
gether  with  the  cargo  which  it  carries. 

AicT.7.  The  executive  shall  Issue  r^ulatlons  for  the  application  of  this  law 
within  the  space  of  CO  days,  when  It  will  come  Into  force  both  as  regards  the 
advantages  conferred  by  It  and  as  regards  the  conditions  which  the  ship's  crew 
and  workmen  must  fulfill,  and  as  regards  the  personnel  employed  by  the  ship- 
building yards,  as  well  as  the  license  payable  by  all  vessels  flying  a  foreign  flag 
in  respect  of  the  coasting  trade  within  national  Jurisdiction  on  the  rivers  Para* 
guay.  Parana,  and  Pllcomayo. 

[Copies  of  this  law  and  of  the  accompanying  regulations  in  the 
Spani^  language  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  73895.] 


TAX  OS  INHEBITAKCES  IN  FEBIT. 

A  tax  on  inheritances  of  all  kinds  in  Peru  is  imposed  by  a  law 
published  in  El  Peruano  of  February  16.  The  percentage  of  the 
mheritance  tax  increases  with  the  distance  of  the  relationship ;  that  is, 
the  inheritances  of  diildren  from  parents,  or  vice  versa,  are  taxed 
only  1  per  cent,  while  inheritances  from  the  most  distant  relatives  or 
from  strangers  are  taxed  10  per  cent.  These  rates  apply  to  in- 
heritances of  not  more  than  $120,000.  Beyond  this  amount  the  rates 
increase  until  on  $240,000  or  more  the  lowest  tax  is  2  per  cent  and  the 
highest  11  per  cent.  Exceptions  are  made  in  the  case  of  daughters 
inheriting  not  more  than  $2,400,  and  in  the  case  of  bequests  to 
charitable  or  public  institutions.  Peruvians  as  well  as  fore^ers  liv- 
ing outside  of  Peru  must  pay  the  highest  rates  on  inheritaiioes  of 
property  in  Peru, 
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FUBUC  SCHOOLS  DT  SIAK. 

[TlM  Coneol  Carl  C.  BaDSeo.  BauKkok,  Jan.  24.] 

According  to  a  statoment  recently  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Public 
Instruction,  the  number  of  public  schools  in  Siam  for  the  fiscal  vear 
1915  was  394,  as  compared  with  213  for  1914;  the  staflf  of  teachers 
increased  from  998  in  1914  to  1,037  in  1915,  and  the  enrollment  from 
21J>99  to  25,486.  These  figures  refer  to  (jovcmment  schools  only, 
vhile  the  totals  for  all  educational  institutions  vrere  4437  school, 
122,799  pupils,  and  5,505  teachers  for  1914. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  provide  in  the  lower 
6chools  trade  instruction  suitable  to  each  locality.  In  country  dis- 
tricts special  attention  will  be  given  to  agriculture  and  gardening, 
and  in  others  to  carpentering,  pottei*y  making,  tailoring,  and  similar 
useful  trades.  An  arts  and  crafts  school  has  l>een  started  by  the 
Government  in  Bangkok  with  the  intention  of  reviving  the  now 
almost  extinct  old  industries  of  Siam,  especially  enameling  on  silver 
and  tho  production  of  the  so-called  niello  ware,  for  the  making  of 
which  the  ancient  Siamese  city  of  Ligor  was  famous.  Attention  will 
also  be  given  to  wood  carving. 

Xodent  Tnlvenity^tlier  Educational  TkelUtlei, 

For  modem  Siam  the  Bangkok  University,  now  under  construction 
and  organization  fsee  Commerce  Reports  for  April  1,  1915],  will 
provide  instruction  in  the  various  sciences  and  arts  of  the  present  age. 

Besides  the  activities  of  the  Siamese  Government,  the  benevolent 
institutions  of  the  American,  English,  and  French  missionaries  also 
provide  educational  facilities  for  a  large  number  of  children.  Fur- 
tiier,  in  the  18,277  Buddhist  temples  of  Siam  91,760  monks  assisted  in 
teaching  158.684  resident  novices  and  children  and  48,458  noni-ed- 
dent  pupils  during  1914. 

Most  if  not  all  of  the  equipment  for  Sinm's  schools  comes  from 
abroad,  and  United  States  manufacturers  have  supplied  a  fnir  share 
in  the  past,  but  in  the  near  future  there  will  be  a  demand  for  more 
technical  apparatus,  for  stationery,  for  literature  in  English,  and  for 
various  ether  supplies  for  teaching  purposes.  The  Bangkok  con- 
sulate will  therefore  be  glad  to  receive  for  its  reading  room  and  for 
distribution  to  suitable  persons  catalogues  and  otlier  descriptive 
literature  relating  to  these  subjects. 


IHCBEASED  UNOIEXni,  BEBUCEI)  OILCIOTH  FSODUCTIOH. 

The  prodiif'ticn  of  floor  oilcloth  in  the  United  States  decreased 
very  greatly  between  1909  and  1914,  but  this  rtnluction  in  output  was 
more  than  compensated  for  by  the  incrcaf-e  in  the  amount  of  Imolenni 
manufactured.  The  i*eduction  in  quantity  of  floor  oilcloth  was  58.9 
per  cent,  and  in  value  60.7  per  cent.  The  total  value  of  oilcloth  and 
linoleum  products  increased  12.2  per  cent.  The  prelimina  ry  statement 
from  the  United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census  also  shows  that  while 
8  establishments  went  out  of  business  during  the  5-yoar  period,  8 
others  were  launched,  so  that  the  total  number  in  the  industry  in 
1909  and  1914  was  exactly  the  same — 31. 

The  products  of  the  31  establishments  in  1914  were  valued  at 
$25,598,361.  The  products  reported  for  1909  were  valued  at 
$22,805,179,  ^  , 
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COUPI.AinTS  AOAIVST  AXEBIOAK  XAVUFACTirBEBS. 

[Commercial  Agont  Balph  M,  Odell,  Batarla,  Java.  Jan.  22.1 

During  the  course  of  my  trade  inTesti^tions  in  Jara  I  have  heard 
three  distinct  complaints  against  American  manufacturers,  and  as 
they  were  in  every  case  carefully  substantiated  it  seems  advisable  to 
enumerate  them.  The  first  is  but  a  repetition  of  the  old  complaii^ 
regarding  insufficient  postage  on  letters,  an  unfortunate  practice 
which  seems  to  persist  in  spite  of  the  plan  of  the  post  office  to  return 
letters  to  the  firms  despatching  them  when  they  do  not  have  suffi- 
cient postage.  I  was  in  the  office  of  a  large  importer  when  his  mail 
from  the  United  States  arrived.  Of  the  14  letters  which  he  received 
10  of  them  had  only  2-cent  stamps,  1  had  no  stamps  at  all,  and  only 
3  had  sufficient  postage.  The  importer  had  to  pay  2.75  guilders 
($0.10)  to  cover  the  amount  due  for  postage  and  the  penalty  which 
is  always  exacted  in  such  cases.  I  looked  over  the  letters  and  was 
rather  surprised  to  find  that  several  of  them  were  from  large  firms 
that  have  been  engaged  in  export  trade  for  years.  The  importer 
stated  the  same  thing  happened  with  every  mail,  and  it  naturally 
caused  him  considerable  annoyance.  I  explained  to  him  that  the 
fault  was  often  due  to  the  careles^esB  of  a  clerk,  but  he  maintained 
that  firms  who  did  not  take  care  to  see  that  th«r  letters  to  for^gn 
countries  carried  si^cient  postage  were  not  the  sort  of  firms  with 
which  he  would  care  to  do  business. 

Impn^r  Addreuei. 

The  second  complaint  was  based  on  improperly  addressed  letters. 
The  importer  who  spoke  of  this  and  showed  me  letters  to  confirm 
his  statement  has  printed  on  his  own  letterheads  after  the  name  of 
his  firm  the  names  of  the  four  cities  in  which  he  maintains  offices, 
viz,  Soerabnia,  Amsterdam,  Batavia,  Padang.  Quite  frequently  he 
received  letters  with  the  names  of  all  four  places  on  the  envelope 
beneath  the  name  of  his  firm.  Soerabaia  and  Batavia  are  in  Java, 
Padang  is  in  Sumatra,  and  Amsterdam  is  in  Holland.  If  an  Ameri- 
can manufacturer  received  a  letter  from  a  foreign  firm  addressed 
Chicago,  New  York,  San  Francisco,  Buenos  Aires,  he  would  prob- 
ably conclude  that  the  writer  was  either  crazy  or  that  his  ignorance 
was  so  great  that  it  would  be  out  of  the  question  to  open  business 
relations  with  him.  And  yet  I  have  seen  letters  here  from  American 
firms  of  first-class  standing  addressed  in  the  manner  mentioned, 
while  others  were  addressed  to  Soerabaia,  Holland.  It  may,  or 
course,  be  claimed  that  the  importer  here  oi^ht  to  state  in  clearer 
terms  the  location  of  his  various  offices,  but  it  never  occurs  to  him 
that  anyone  will  be  so  ignorant  of  the  g;eography  of  the  world  as 
not  to  know  where  such  important  cities  as  Soerabaia,  Batavia, 
Amsterdam,  and  Padang  are  located. 

Lack  of  Bnsinest  Coartesy. 

Thie  third  complaint  brought  to  my  attention  may  be  stated  as 
follows:  A  large  importer  here  wrote  to  an  American  firm  regard- 
ing sulphate  of  ammonia.  The  latter  replied  quoting  a  price  on 
one  quality  and  stating  that  other  qualities  could  oe  supplied, 
and  that  j^rices  would  be  quoted  if  desired.  Upon  receipt  of  the 
^tter  the  importer  in  Java  cabled  immediately  to  the  finn  asking 
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for  prices  on  one  of  the  qualities  which  hnd  not  been  given,  and 
adding  that  he  could  book  a  large  order.  There  was  ab»>Iuteiy  no 
repl^  to  his  cable,  and  so  the  importer  wrote  a  letter  to  the  firm 

inquiring  as  to  why  it  had  made  a  firm  offer  and  yet  declined  to 
reply  to  the  cablegram.  The  only  reply  that  the  American  firm 
made  (by  letter)  was  that  it  was  not  prepared  to  take  the  business. 

A  somewhat  similar  complaint  came  from  a  cotton-goods  importer, 
who  got  in  touch  with  an  exporter  of  cotton  goods  in  New  York. 
The  latter  wrote  to  the  firm  here,  exprebsiug  interest  in  the  market 
and  requesting  that  a  collection  of  samples  be  made  which  would 
diiow  the  kinds  of  goods  in  demand  and  which  would  form  the 
basis  of  a  collection  of  counter  samples  that  the  New  York  exporter 
promised  to  submit.  It  should  be  stated  that  the  importers  here  are 
constantly  in  receipt  of  reque^sts  for  sumples  from  Kiii'opcan  and 
American  manufacturers,  and  anyone  wlio  has  ever  been  engaged  in 
the  trade  will  appreciate  the  fact  that  it  is  no  easy  matter  to  prepare 
a  collection  of  cotton-goods  samples  and  ticket  ench  sample,  giving 
all  the  necessary  specifications.  In  this  case  the  firm  here  was 
anxious  to  introduce  American  cott/m  goods  and  desired  to  see  sam- 
ples of  them.  Hence  a  collection  of  cloths  in  local  demand  was  care- 
fully prepared,  the  head  of  the  firm  giving  particular  attention  to  the 
matter,  and  they  were  forwarded  to  the  New  York  exporter  who  had 
expresifcd  interest  in  tlio  market.  No  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt 
of  the  samples  and  no  further  communication  has  over  been  received 
by  the  firm  here,  and  the  next  request  for  samples  from  an  American 
firm  is  not  likely  to  be  granted. 

ImpoTtanee  of  Javanese  Trade. 

Such  incidents  as  have  been  related  ai*c  greater  obstacles  to  the 
development  of  trade  than  Americans  realize,  and  all  cause  for  siich 
complaints  ought  to  be  removed.  This  is  particularly  desiratile 
in  the  Dutch  East  Indies,  because  American  goods  are  just  begin- 
nine  to  ^t  a  foothold  here,  and  if  Americans  carefully  cultivate  the 
market  it  promises  to  become  an  impoilant  outlet  foi*  our  products 
in  the  next  decade.  Those  who  are  not  aware  of  the  importance  of 
this  market  should  be  reminded  that  the  Dutch  East  Indies  contain 
a  population  about  equal  to  that  of  South  America.  Java  alone  lias 
80,000,000  inhabitants,  and  they  are  large  consumers  of  foreign 
goods.  In  1913  the  total  imports  of  merchandise  into  Java  amoinited 
to  $120,053,808,  and  the  imports  into  the  entire  Dutcli  East  Indies 
$175,540,566.  These  figures  give  some  idea  of  the  ininortauce  of  the 
market  and  show  why  American  manufacturei>s  sliould  exercise  great 
care  in  their  efforts  to  secure  a  share  of  the  trade. 


District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Hew  York,  Boom  409  TTnited  States  Customhouse;  Boston,  clgbteentli  floor 
TTnlted  States  Customhonse;  Chicago.  S04  Federal  Bnildine;  St.  Louis,  403  T:ilrd 
iratloiial  Bank  Building;  Atlanta.  6S1  fost  Office  Building;  Ncr/  Orleans.  1020 
Elhemia  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  806  United  States  Ctistomhatise;  S<;attl«, 
9SS  Alaska  Building.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; Cincinnati.  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cinolnnatl,  New  Orleans  &  Trxas 
Pacific  By.  Co.,  Cincinnati;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board 
of  Commerce;  Philadelphia.  Chamber  of  Commerce;  South  American  Agent, 
Sontherm  Sy.  Co.^  Chattaao^,  Tens. 
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LABOR-SAVIHG  FBOBLEX  OF  CHILEAV  Hm&TE  FIELD. 

[Commercial  Attach*  V.  Xi.  HaTcna,  Santitgo.] 

The  nitrate  fields  of  northern  Chile  lie,  roughly,  between  19^*  and 
26°  south  latitude  and  have  a  width  of  10  to  100  miles.  It  is  not  to 
be  understood  that  all  of  the  area  embraced  within  these  limits  con- 
tains sodium  nitrate  in  commercial  quantities.  On  the  contrary, 
there  are  vast  areas  where  only  the  merest  traces  are  occasionally 
found ;  but  there  are  also  many  sections  where  the  deposits  are  par- 
ticularly rich,  baring  depths  of  3  to  5  feet  and  a  content  of  50  per 
cent  sodium  nitrate.  The  nitrate  is  seldom  found  on  the  surface, 
generally  being  overlaid  with  1  to  3  feet  of  eolian  soil ;  and  althou^ 
the  ground  is  of  a  reasonably  smooth  character,  there  are  many  small 
hills  and  occasional  stretches  of  hummocks,  or  rough  ground. 

The  nitrate  region  is  so  arid  that  all  fresh  water  must  be  brought 
from  great  distances  in  pipe  lines.  Salt  water  is  occasionally  found 
in  weUs.  In  1912  there  was  a  20-nunute  shower — the  first  rainfall 
in  many  years. 

First  Goft — Extraetliig  the  Caliche. 

From  time  to  time  the  rights  to  the  nitrate  are  sold  at  public  auc- 
tion. After  one  secures  a  tract  sufficiently  large  to  work  on  to  advan- 
tage— of  course,  having  prospected  it  thoroughly  before  buying—* 
reduction  plant  is  ered«d  at  some  convenient  point.  The  cost  of 
the  reduction  plant  may  vary  from  $150,000  to  twice  that  sum,  de- 
pending on  the  number  of  boiling  tanks  required.  Twelve  tanks  are 
considered  to  be  a  fairly  large  installation,  although  some  "oficinas" 
have  24.  In  addition  to  this  cost  is  that  of  laborers'  quarters,  offi<» 
and  residence  buildings,  carts,  mules,  and  other  equipment,  trade, 
engines,  and  many  other  things,  depending  on  local  conditions. 

The  ni'st  operation  is  that  of  extracting  the  "  calidie,**  or  nitrate- 
bearing  mineral,  rock,  or  soil,  as  one  may  care  to  name  it.  Ute 
extraction  is  done  by  individual  contractors,  who  pile  the  rough 
blocks  and  pieces  in  regular  piles  for  measurement.  These  piles  are 
then  loaded  by  contract  laborers  and  hauled  in  carts  or  on  decauville 
railways  by  day  laborers  to  the  crusher.  After  crushing  to  a  size  of 
about  one-quarter  inch  the  material  is  placed  in  elevated  steel  tanl^ 
generally  under  roof,  and  water  and  steam  are  admitted  for  boiling. 
Generally  the  boiling  requires  about  four  hours.  The  "  caldo 
(soup),  as  it  is  locally  termed,  is  then  drawn  off  and  a  small  quantity 
of  wneat  fiour  is  added,  which  causes  the  earth  to  settle,  the  caldo 
being  carried  to  the  open-air  settling  tanks.  The  nitrate  is  precipi- 
tated from  this  liquid,  and  the  remamder  is  called  "  agua  vieja,"  or 
old  water. 

Iodine  Seeovery — Nitrate  Crystals  Sacked  by  Hand. 

The  agua  vieja  is  run  into  a  tank,  cut  with  acids,  and  iodine  in 
the  form  of  a  red  mud  is  precipitated.  This  mud  is  collected  in 
burlap  bags  and  pressed,  the  product  being  known  as  iodine  cheese. 
The  cheeses  are  removed  from  the  bag,  put  in  a  porcelain-lined  oven, 
and  baked,  and  iodine  crystals  are  taken  out.  Mudi  of  the  agua 
vieja  is  returned  to  the  boiling  tanks  and  used  several  times,  as  losses 
are  thus  reduced,  not  only  in  unprecipitated  content  but  ala)  in  water, 
which,  being  brought  in  pipe  lines  from  125  to  250  imle£^  is  rather  ex* 
ensive. 
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deferring  again  to  the  settling  tanks,  after  the  agus  vieja  is  drawn 
off,  nitrate  crystals,  about  95  per  cent  NaNO,,  1  per  cent  NaCl,  and 
4  per  cent  hydroscopic  water  and  lime  or  other  extraneous  sediment  are 
left  in  the  tank.  This  is  shoveled  onto  small  cars  which  run  on  a 
rail  trestle  and  dump  the  product  into  the  "  cuncha,"  or  storage  fioor. 
Here  sacks  are  filled  by  hand  shovelers,  each  sack  being  supposed  to 
contain  203  pounds. 

The  boiling  tanks  previously  mentioned,  where  the  raw  material 
is  treated  with  steam  and  water,  have  an  enormous  residue  of  worth- 
less material  remaining  after  each  boiling.  This  is  called  "ripia," 
and  consists  principally  of  earth  in  various  forms.  It  is  dropped 
from  the  bottom  of  the  tank  into  decauville  "cars  and  hauled  out  to 
the  waste  bank,  which  rapidly  assumes  gigantic  proportions.  Th» 
rwnoval  of  the  muck,  or  ripia,  is  a  serious  problem. 

Stamdard  Eqn^ment  ctf  a  Laliorer. 

In  addition  to  its  nitrate-recovery  installation  each  oficina  has  a 
powder  mill,  machine  sho{),  power  house,  stables,  general  store,  hos- 
pital, general  offices,  administration  building,  where  the  principal 
employees  are  housed,  laborers'  quarters,  laundry,  tailor  shop,  occa- 
sionally a  hall  for  entertainment,  possibly  a  band  st&nd,  and  the 
rarious  accessories  required  for  a  town  of  500  to  1,000  laborers  with 
their  families. 

The  men  who  extract  the  caliche  work  under  contract.  Each  is 
provided  with  all  necessary  tools  and  supplies,  including  dynamite, 
fuse,  caps,  black  powder,  ^-inrh  to  J-inch  drill  steel,  drill-hole  spoons, 
crowbars,  25-pound  square-faced  sledge;  a  No.  2  Edwards  (English) 
shovel,  round  pointed  but  rather  flat  and  sometimes  called  "cali- 
ehera"  or  "sahtrera  "  shovel,  and  at  times  other  small  tools.  Those 
named,  however,  form  the  standard  set,  but  at  times  a  laborer  wants 
a  smaller  hammer  in  addition.  All  tools  must  be  returned  in  reason- 
ably good  condition.  The  drill  steel  wears  out  and  the  company 
blacksmith  sharpens  it  at  no  cost  to  the  driller,  but  the  driller  must 
pay  for  the  steel  ccmsumed.  He  must  also  pay  for  dvnamite  caps 
and  fuse,  but  black  powder  is  supplied  to  him  free,  it  behig  very 
cheap  and  made  by  each  oficina. 
Power  DrilUng  Would  Efleet  Important  Saving. 

The  drilling  by  hand  is  slow  work  in  spite  of  the  comparative  soft- 
ness of  the  ground,  and  within  a  reasonable  length  of  time  there 
should  be  a  radical  change  in  the  system  followed.  The  work  is  so 
scattered  that  air  can  not  be  piped ;  the  tank  should  be  mounted  on 
an  auto  truck  and  provided  with  several  nozzles,  so  that  the  truck 
could  stop  at  a  given  point,  drill  several  holes,  and  get  away  without 
lose  of  time.  There  is  no  doubt  that  a  very  important  eccmomy  can 
be  introduced  here.  If  the  saving  should  be  only  a  small  one  it  would 
be  important  because  the  value  of  the  finished  product  is  low,  seldom 
exceeding  $2  per  100  pounds  in  normal  times. 

Any  fuel  which  might  be  considered  for  use  in  developing  power 
should  be  of  low  price^  as  misoline,  benzine,  and  fine  grades  of  oil  are 
very  expensive  in  Chile.  The  writer  has  never  seen  such  enormous 
numbers  of  men  engaged  in  hand  drilling  even  in  countries  of  very 
low  wage  rates,  and  m  the  nitrate  fields  the  most  common  Indian 
labor  receives  about  $1.50  United  States  gold  per  day.  There  are  170 
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oficinas  in  operation  in  Chile,  and  if  they  average  only  100  men  «ach 
in  the  pampa  (which  is  a  low  estimate),  and  if  tEese  men  drilled  dur- 
ing only  one-tenth  of  their  time,  it  would  mean  1,700  hand  drillere 
working  constantly.  Experts  who  have  devoted  considerable  time  to 
a  consideration  of  the  problem  state  tliat  if  a  satisfactory  power  drill 
were  brought  out  its  gales  should  a^regate  over  $2^300,000. 

No  gj*eat  economies  appear  possTBle  in  Uie  selection  of  the  caliche, 
as  it  involves  Judgment  to  a  considerable  extent  and  hand  picking 
is  necessai-y.  However,  if  drilling  is  reduced  considerably,  an  econ- 
omy in  the  number  of  men  employed  would  be  felt,  which  would  re- 
duce the  requirements  for  housing,  medical  attention,  and  superin- 
tendence. 

Further  Economies  from  TTse  of  Kotor  Tmek. 

The  next  step  where  tabor  wastnge  is  noticeable  is  in  getting  the 
caliche  to  the  crusher.  Hand  loading  is  practiced,  and  where  decau- 
viile  trains  are  used  the  haulage  is  comparatively  a  small  item,  bat 
the  first  cost  is  great.  Where  mules  and  carts  arc  used  the  first  cost 
is  reasonably  large,  and  fodder  is  worth  three  times  as  much  as  in 
the  United  States.  Mules  14  hands  high  cost  $1C0,  three  sets  of  single 
harness  cost  flbout  $100,  and  the  cart  perhaps  $120.  The  total  first 
cost  is,  therefore,  approximately  $700,  and  the  services  of  a  driver 
cost  $1.50  per  day.  It  is  doubtful  if  the  mules  and  equipment  can 
be  maintained,  insured,  and  amortized  under  $1.50  per  day,  or  say 
the  total  cost  of  $3  per  day.  The  driver  helps  to  load  the  caliche, 
and  if  he  should  drive  a  truck  with  trailers  he  could  not  help  in 
tlie  loading.  However,  his  help  might  not  be  considered  absolutely 
essential,  since  men  are  actually  supplied  to  the  individual  con- 
tractor to  load  to  decauville  train  and  could  load  to  trucks  if  trains 
nnd  carts  were  dispensed  with. 

An  auto  truck  would  cost  $2,500  to  $3,000,  but  it  is  thought  that 
the  truck's  ability  to  supplant  both  mules  and  locomotives  is  an 
important  consideration,  and  there  arc  already  eight  motor  trucks 
on  the  way  to  the  pampa  from  the  United  States.  Any  effort  to 
increase  the  sale  of  motor  trucks  in  this  locality  must  be  accom- 
panied by  a  consideration  of  the  use  of  low-grade  oil,  not  gasoline. 
Also,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  more  progi-e^ve  companies  are 
getting  rid  of  coal-burning  apparatus  in  their  power  nouses  as 
rapidly  as  possible  and  are  using  crude  oil,  generally  consisting  of 
mixed  residual  oils  from  California  and  Peru. 

Disposal  of  Waste  a  Serious  Problem. 

After  the  caliche  is  delivered  to  the  cnishers  (generally  of  the  jaw 
type)  and  then  elevated  to  the  boilers  there  seems  little  chance  for 
economy  by  alteration  of  equipment.  It  does  appear  that  a  longer 
boiling  would  extract  more  or  the  product  sought,  there  being  as 
high  as  8  per  cent  of  sodium  nitrate  left  in  many  dumps,  but  the 
extraction  of  this  would  employ  the  tanlts  too  long  when  they  might 
be  used  to  bs'tler  advantage.  The  most  easily  obtained  economy — 
which,  after  all.  may  not  be  worth  while  because  of  details  not  con- 
sidered— would  be  in  the  conservation  of  heat  from  the  tanks.  Steam 
rises  in  the  open  air,  the  sides  radiate  heat  continually,  and  at  first 
glance  one  is  apt  to  express  surprise  at  the  obvious  waste  of  heat 
lowcver,  the  writer  spent  but  a  short  time  in  the  nitrate  fields  and 
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does  not  by  kdj  means  feel  that  he  learned  all  the  details  of  nitrate 
reduction. 

In  nitrate  reduction,  as  in  so  many  other  industries,  the  disposal 
of  the  waste  presents  a  crying  need  for  greater  economy.  The  intro- 
duction of  belt  carriage  might  not  prove  desirable  because  the  de- 
livery of  the  waste  is  not  continuous  and  the  product  is  wet;  likewise 
the  use  of  cableways  or  aerial  trams  might  not  be  found  satisfactory 
because  of  the  cost  of  towers  and  the  narrow  bank  that  is  usually 
built  with  them.  The  use  of  a  donkey  engine  to  draw  the  loaded  cars 
to  the  top  of  the  waste  pile  would  seem  to  offer  a  convenient  method 
of  waste  disposal,  if  not  a  complete  solution  of  the  difficulty.  The 
problem  is  said  to  vary  in  each  oficina,  and  may  do  so  in  the  sense 
that  the  quantity  of  waste  to  be  disposed  of  varies;  but  it  is  thought 
that  a  satisfactory  solution  at  one  plant  would  soon  be  adopted,  or 
adapted,  by  others. 
iBTettment  of  Sorth  American  Capital. 

It  is  a  matter  of  some  surprise  that  North  Americans  secured  no 
appreciable  interests  in  the  nitrate  fields  of  Chile  until  very  late. 
Since  the  United  States  ranks  third  as  a  consumer  of  the  product  in 
normal  times,  it  would  seem  highly  desirable  from  an  economic  Tiew- 
point  that  that  country  should  be  able  to  sell  where  purchases  are 
made — and  the  nitrate  oficinas  constitute  a  valuable  market  for 
hardware,  groceries,  wearing  apparel,  industrial  railways,  harness, 
carts,  steel  and  iron  tanks,  coal,  oil,  corrugated  iron,  and  workmen's 
tools.  Practically  all  the  boilers  are  English ;  the  oil-burning  appa- 
ratus, most  of  the  electrical  apparatus,  and  many  of  the  shop  tools 
are  German;  but  it  is  thought  that  American  manufacturers  should 
enjoy  a  reasonable  share  of  the  business  if  they  are  prepared  to  enter 
the  market. 

Although  there  is  danger  to  the  nitrate  indu^nry  fr<nn  the  c(Hn- 
petition  m  nitrogen  drawn  from  the  air,  this  dan^r  is  directed  prin- 
cipally against  its  use  for  explosives — which  has  in  the  past  absorbed 
but  30  per  cent  of  the  output.  Potash  is  said  to  have  been  found  in 
reasonably  large  quantities  in  the  nitrate  fields;  and  if  the  deposits 
are  as  rich  as  reported,  then  the  potash  may  be  combined  with  the 
saltpeter  to  form  potassium  nitrate,  the  remaining  sodium  chloride 
may  be  abandoned,  and  enormous  savings  of  transportation  charges 
be  introduced  on  the  product  destined  for  fertilizer.  In  addition  to 
the  nitrate  of  soda,  the  Chilean  desert  holds  great  deposits  of  sodium 
chloride,  or  table  salt,  bwax,  and  numerous  other  substances.  Along 
the  foothills  to  the  east  are  found  enormous  deposits  of  copper  and 
sulphur,  and  water  will  be  found  because  the  snow-topped  Andes 
always  deliver  water  to  the  desert,  but  the  lines  of  flow  have  not  yet 
been  determined. 

As  one  travels  along  the  West  Coast  of  South  America,  he  is  apt  to 
look  with  little  favor  on  the  desert  of  northern  Chile.  It  is  not 
appealing  to  the  eye  accustomed  to  green  things,  being  naked  and 
sun  baked,  but  it  holds  the  national  wealth  of  Chile. 


The  shipments  of  cheese  from  Berne,  Switzerland,  for  the  United 
States  decreased  in  value  from  $2,354,596  for  1914  to  $1,915,460  for 
1915,  according  to  invoices  certified  at  the  American  consulate  at  that 
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CAHABA. 

[Consul  General  Prederlck  H.  Ryder,  Wlnnlp^,  UanltolM,  Uar.  8.1 
Kammoth  Department  Store  for  Wlnnlpe^r. 

Plans  and  specifications  have  been  prepared  by  Graham,  Bnm- 
ham  &  Co.,  architects,  Chicago,  for  an  elaborate  layout  of  building? 
for  the  T.  Eaton  Co.  (Ltd. ) ,  of  Winnipeg.  The  scheme  will  comprise 
a  series  of  connecting  structures,  12  stories  in  height,  replacing  the 
present  9-story  building.  When  completed  the  premises  will  cover 
an  additional  city  block.  Two  bridges,  38  feet  from  the  ground  and 
9  stories  high,  and  sundry  tunnels  under  streets  will  connect  the 
buildings. 

The  buildings  will  be  of  Tyndall  stone  from  the  ground  to  the  top 
of  the  second  story;  the  remaining  stories  will  be  of  buff-face  brick. 
The  basement  will  be  18  feet  in  height,  ground  floor  20  feet,  the  second 
floor  18  feet,  and  the  rest  of  the  floors  to  the  ninth,  17  feet;  then  will 
come  four  flooi-s  16  feet.  The  structures  will  be  thoroughly  fireproof, 
with  stairs  and  elevators  inclosed,  sprinkler  system,  conveyers,  and 
the  most  modern  equipment  devised  for  department-store  convenience. 

Work  to  Extend  Over  Eight  or  Ten  Tears. 

The  work  will  be  done  in  units,  the  entire  scheme  to  be  completed 
in  8  or  10  years.  The  section  to  be  erected  during  1916  will  be  the 
wai-ehousc;  the  foundations  are  designed  for  a  12-story  building, 
eight  of  wiiich  will  be  built  this  year.  It  will  have  three  flreproor 
stairways,  two  12-ton  elevators,  with  platforms  of  suflicient  size  to 
accommodiite  largo  loaded  motor  trucks,  two  freight  elevators  of 
7,000  pounds  capacity  each,  and  two  others  for  combination  frei^t 
and  passenger  service.  Spiral  chutes  will  be  installed  for  conveying 
packages  to  the  main  floor  and  basement,  belt  conveyances  being  used 
for  bringing  goods  over  from  the  main  store  through  one  of  the 
timnels.  In  fact,  every  modem  labor-saving  contrivance  will  be  in- 
stalled. The  probable  cost  will  be  $6,000,000  to  $8,000,000. 

The  project  in  its  entirety  is  a  vast  one,  indicating  the  confidence 
this  concern  has  in  the  future  development  of  the  West.  Several 
large  contracting  fii-ms  in  United  States  and  Canada  are  submitting' 
tenders.  Considerable  quantities  of  American  material  will  be  re- 
quired in  the  work. 

[Consul  irormtin  L.  Spnbr,  Konterldeo,  Fob.  12.] 
Waterworks  Contract  for  Salto,  Faysandn,  and  Hereedes. 

Referring  to  the  Montevideo  consulate's  dispatch  published  in 
CoMMEHCE  Reports  for  November  8,  1915,  regarding  a  proposal  by 
an  Americnii  firm  to  put  in  a  waterworks  and  sewerage  system  at 
Salto,  Uruguay,  and  to  the  cable<rrain  of  the  American  Legation  here 
(CoMMEKCE  Rri'OKTft  for  Nov.  22,  1015)  in  regard  to  the  signing  of 
the  contract  to  include  Paysandu  and  Mercedes,  the  consulate  is  now 
authorized  to  ptate  that  approximately  15.000  tons  of  Portland 
cement,  12.000  ton?  of  cast-iron  pipe  of  various  sizes  (also  valves  and 
specials),  hydrants,  pump?,  engines,  boilers,  piping  and  fitting,  and 
some  electrical  equipment  will  be  used  in  the  construction.  Filtra- 
tion and  depuration  plants  will  be  installed. 

The  contract  involves  about  $5,000,000.  and  work  is  to  begin  early 
a  April.   Correspondence  regarding  this  opportunity^should  be 
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ctirect  with  the  home  office  of  the  firm,  whose  address  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  branches. 
£Afik  for  file  Na  73690.] 

ITAIUK  HOBTH  ATBICA. 

[CoDiul  V.  Roderick  Doney,  Tripoli,  Jrd.  10  and  13.] 
Srogreu  of  Bengazl-Derne  Ball\ray. 

The  second  section  of  the  Bengazi-Derne  Railway  in  Cirenaica 
has  recently  been  opened.  It  runs  from  Lete  Benina  to  Regimn,  is 
about  20  kilometers  (12.43  miles)  long,  and,  with  the  trackage  for- 
merly completed  between  Bengazi  and  Lete  Benina,  gives  a  total  of 
40  kilometers  (24.85  miles)  of  eflfective  railroad  in  the  Province. 
Plans  are  in  course  of  preparation  for  a  third  division  that  will  reach 
to  Mere,  some  60  kilometers  (37.28  miles^  farther  on.  This  Bengazi- 
Deme  line  is  the  most  important  projected  for  Cirenaica ;  when 
completed  its  length  will  reach  280  kilometers  (173.98  miles),  and  its 
route  will  pass  such  towns  as  Merg  and  Cirene. 

Additional  School  Building  and  Market  at  TrlpoU. 

The  dearth  of  noteworthy  building  undertakings  at  Tripoli  con- 
tinued through  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  just  closed.  Private  enter- 
prise found  some  employment  in  remodeling  old  edifices.  On  the 
public  side  the  principal  fresli  ventures  are  an  additional  school 
building  to  cost  $10,395,  and  a  market  near  the  Spanish  wall  involv- 
ing an  outlay  of  $5,790.  This  latter,  with  the  exception  of  two 
small  centers  for  the  sale  of  fish,  is  the  first  covered  food  market  in 
the  city. 

INDIA. 

Bailway  SnrveTs  In  United  Provinces  and  BengaL 

Sanction  has  been  accorded,  states  the  Indian  (Government)  Trade 
Journal,  for  the  carrying  out  of  reconnaissance  surveys  in  the  area 
lying  to  the  northeast  of  the  Kajibabad-Moradabad  section  of  the 
OuSi  &  Rohilkhand  Railway  with  a  view  to  framing  proposals  for 
a  system  of  light  rail  or  tramway  lines  branching  out  from  Kala- 
garh  into  the  ratU  Dun,  Palain,  and  Sonanadi  Valleys  and  ascer- 
taining the  best  method  of  providing  rail  eommunicalion  witli  the 
town  of  Kalagarh  in  the  Gnrliwal  district  of  the  United  Provinces. 

The  Eastern  Bengal  Railway  has  been  authorized  to  carry  out  a 
reconnaissance  survey  for  a  meter  (3.28-foot)  ^auge  line  from  Badar- 
gunj,  a  station  on  its  Katihar-Kaunia  section,  to  Mahimgunj,  a 
difitfince  of  about  48  miles. 


WEEKLY  COTTON  SHIPMENTS. 


The  cotton  exported  during  the  week  ending  March  IS,  1916,  at 
tile  12  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United  States  was  us  follows: 


Districts. 

Bales. 

Districls. 

Bales. 

7.385 
1,196 
4.1?3 
17,681 

22.9711 
17,057 
2,2(» 
11.753 

2,m . 

87,220 
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PAOFOSAIS  FOK  OOVEUHMEKT  SUPPLIES  AKD  COHSTBUCTIOH. 

(Correspeodencc  should  be  direct  with  the  offices  named,  and  Bpeclflcati<Mis  can  osoally 

be  obtalnrO  al  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  uer- 
fornicd.  In  cases  whore  the  time  limit  1b  too  nhort  to  permit  Sncs  to  KUbmlt  tendera, 
they  Kb ou Id  ask  to  be  plaretl  ol  the  malUag  .Ists  ot  BUcta  offices  to  recelre  notices  calllm 
(or  (uturc  nupplles  or  wui'k  of  a  blmilar  nature.] 

Havy  Department  tupplies,  No.  it062. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureuu  of  SnpplieN  anil  Accuuiits,  Navy  Department,  Washinfrtou,  D.  O.,  to 
whicli  bureau  bidtlers  desiring  to  submit  proposals  should  apply,  givlns  the 
BCbedule  numbered  for  the  supply  of  the  followiDK:  Schedule  &40G,  4-t<ni 
motor  truck;  schedule  &107,  euj^no  bodies,  and  machined  centers  for  fcyro; 
m'liedule  0408,  deck  plates  and  valves,  and  mixing  and  dehydrating  presses; 
schedule  940i>,  Bteel  forglngs,  and  pumps;  schedule  9410,  rotary  shear; 
schedule  IMll,  unspun  cotton  for  smokeless  i*o\vder ;  ncheduie  close 
and  Ktud  link  chain;  scheilule  9413,  8-imlr  rubber  insulated  cable,  steam- 
tight  marine  iightfng  fixtures,  electrical  supplies.  Virginia  pine  lumber,  steel 
conduit,  and  copjier  tubing;  sclieilule  0414,  dlvliif,'  apparatus;  schedule  9415, 
rudder  angle  indicator  transmitter,  and  brass  pipe;  schedule  9416,  rubber 
boots;  schcHlulc  9417,  printing  paper  and  cloths;  schedule  9418,  boilw  tma- 
kets;  scheilule  0419,  oxygen  rescue  breathing  nppamtus,  window  gtaas, 
i  inch  air  hose,  suction  hose,  steel  pipe,  ond  cast-iron  plugs;  schedule  9420, 
loclis  and  iatchos,  blind  locks,  drawer  locks,  padlocks,  roll-top  desk  locks, 
and  roi)i>er  nails;  schedule  0421,  beesWax,  phosphide  calcium,  and  spirits  of 
turi)ontine ;  Relie<iuIo  0422,  white  ash,  white  oak,  white  pine,  southern  spruce; 
and  spruce  sticks  for  spnrs ;  schedule  9423,  ready  roofing;  sclie<lule  9424, 
white  ash,  maple,  ami  Virginia  pine  lumber;  schetUiie  0-125,  hot-rolled  or 
forged  carlHiii  steel ;  schedule  9420,  cotton  rags  for  wiping  machinery,  rolled 
monel  metnl,  ^letter  solder,  and  comiKM>ltion  plugs;  schedule  0^,  renew- 
able Inclose<l  fuses,  retillablo  plug  fuses,  and  jMrtable  x-entilating  sets; 
schedule  042S,  music  stands,  and  officers'  messes  Bllver-plate<l  ware;  sched- 
ule 0420,  planing  machine ;  schedule  0430,  labor  and  material  for  erecting 
buildings:  Kchetluic  0481,  labor  and  material  for  erecting  wooden  towers; 
schedule  04:I2,  binoculars,  range  tiiuk-rs,  spotting  glasses,  peiiso^ws^  and 
telescopes ;  and  schedule  O-Ktt,  trluitrotoluol. 

Extaiition  and  rcmotlcling  building.  No.  3003. — Sealed  proposals  will  bo  received 
at  the  oftlre  of  the  Supenising  Architect,  Ti-ensury  Department,  Washing- 
ton, 1).  (J.,  until  April  20,  1010,  for  the  extension  and  remodeling  (Including 
mechanical  oquiinnent  and  approaclies)  of  (he  Unltetl  Stales  post  office  and 
cu.stomhonse  iit  Kvonsvillp,  1ml.  Drawings  and  specifications  may  be  ob- 
tained on  apjilicatlon  to  the  cnstotllau  of  the  site  at  Evansvllle,  or  to  the 
Supervising  Arciiitect,  Washington, 

Bacon,  No.  ,^^)GJ.— SeaUnl  projjosnls  will  Ih*  received  at  the  ofllce  of  the  Depot 
Quart'Tiiiastcr,  United  Stutra  Aimy,  115  East  Ontario  Street,  Chicago,  IIU 
until  March  20,  1010,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  600,0^  iKtunds  of  issoe 
bacon. 

Potatocn.  oHinm,  buitn;  etc..  No.  8065. — Senleil  proposals  will  be  received  at 
tlie  offli-c  of  the  Quarterninster,  Unite<l  States  Army,  308  Guml>el  Building, 
Kansas  (.'ity.  Mo.,  unlii  March  24,  1010,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  fresh 
potnto<'s,  <inioiis.  Issue  butter,  oleonmrgariiie,  breakfast  bacon,  sales  butt«r, 
full-cream  cheese,  sugar-cui-ed  ham,  and  compressed  yeast. 

Vonstnirfion  irork.  No,  3t)00. — Sealed  pro|x>sids  will  bo  receive<l  at  the  office 
of  the  Snncrvising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Wflshlngton,  D.  G., 
until  April  24,  1010,  for  (he  construction  of  the  United  States  post  ofllce  at 
Ilosehin'jr,  Oreg.  Drawings  and  speciflcations  may  be  obtained  on  applica- 
tion to  (lie  cnst<MlIan  of  tlie  site  at  Roscburg,  or  to  the  Supcr^*Uln£  Archi- 
tect, Washington. 

Repairs  to  drrdifrit.  No.  3007. — Sealed  protxwals  will  be  reoeived  at  the  United 
Slates  ICngineer  Ofllce,  Tlnom  40i>.  Customhouse.  Snii  Francisco,  Cal.,  until 
April  3.  1010.  for  <lry  docking  U.  S.  dredges  Ftioratnmto  and  Snn  JoMjitim, 
and  denning,  painting,  and  repairing  the  hulls.  Further  Information  may 
be  obtained  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

Cwistrurtion  irork.  No.  3068.— Sealed  iH-oposals  wtll  be  received  at  the  office 
of  the  SuiHTvl'iIng  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Wnshlngtwi.  P.  C, 
until  Mny  8,  lOlC,  for  the  construction  of  tbe  United  States  post  office  at 
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Blklns.  W.  Ya.  Drawlnga  and  specifications  may  be  obtained  on  appllcn- 
tloD  to  tbe  custodian  of  the  site  at  Elklos  or  to  the  Supervising  Arcliitect, 
Washington. 

Coal,  No.  3069. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Picntinny  Arsenal, 
Dover.  N.  J.,  until  April  10,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  deliverinK  8.500  tons 
of  bltnmlnous  coal  and  2  carloads  of  anthracite  coal.  Furtiicr  Information 
may  be  obtained  on  application  to  tbe  commanding  ofilcer,  Plcatinny 
Arsoial,  Dover,  K.  J. 

COTTON  STTPFIIES  IN  FOREIGN  COUNTKIES. 

Statistics  showing  the  stocks  of  cotton  on  hand  and  the  factory 

activities  in  certain  foreign  countries  are  difficult  to  be  obtained  at 
present.  The  following  figures,  compiled  from  the  best  sources 
available,  represent  the  number  of  cotton  spindles  and  percentage  of 
activity,  mill  consumption  of  cotton,  supplies  on  hand,  and  the  value 
of  cotton  goods  on  hand  at  the  end  of  February,  191 G,  in  certain 
foreign  countries,  compared  with  the  same  period  in  1915: 


Coantites. 

Month 
F«b.2l) 

Cotton  splodl«9. 

Mni  ron- 
sumptlon 
of  CO I ton 
(bolof  of 

pouait). 

Cotton 
on  iitind 
(bnlei  of 

500 
pounds) 

Cotton 
gooJi on 

1  and 
(Tftlue  la 

u.  a. 

caiToncr.) 

Number. 

Activity 
(p«rcent.) 

/  mi 

IBIS 
1915 
li)I6 
1»15 
1916 
1915 
1910 
1915 

(3. 100 

62. 100 

i,ooo,s.'<e 

871,372 

0:5 

70 

I.ISS 
1.213 
115, 125 
73.195 

2,983 
3,588 

t3».373 
80,375 

BCTPt  

0 -105, 455 
"170,907 
(42,000 
688.000 



6,000.000 
4,500.000 

isia 

191& 

3,1».S34 
3,133,853 

100 
97 

43.316 
33.806 

65.800 
68,713 

•  Cotton  stock  aralUble  for  export- 


AHEBICAN  CONSUIAB  OmCESS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Nam*. 

POBt. 

Expira- 
tion ot 
Tonue. 

Address. 

Bndtoj,  wnUun  HHriMm. . . 
Lawton,  E.  H  

Hontrwl,  Cusda  

Tflsuclsalpa,  HoDdnru 

Apr.  1 
Apr.  4 

Apr.  2S 

1978  West  S5th  Street,  riovelftnd,  Ohio. 
Century  Club,  7  West  43d  8tr«et,  New 

Vwrk  City. 
(") 

Apr, 


•  The  Itinerary  of  Conanl  Lawton  la  aubatantially  aa  (oHoikb  :  Chattanooga,  Uar.  20  to 
jT.  1 ;  CUdnnatl,  Apr.  8  to  16 ;  Waahlnvton,  Apr.  17  to  2lir 


The  shorta^  of  synthetic  dyes  in  the  United  Kingdom  has  led  the 
Imperial  Institute  to  arrange  for  a  considerable  supply  of  Mauritius 
logwood  for  use  in  Great  Britain.  A  trial  shipment  of  this  logwood 
in  1912  was  found  to  be  of  excellent  quality,  but  prices  at  that  time 
.were  not  high  raou^  to  encourage  exportation. 
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Steel  bridge.  No.  20542.— Supplementing  Forelfm  Trade  Opportunity  No.  17689, 
and  Confidential  Circular  No.  775,  the  specifications  for  a  two-«pan  steel 
bighwny  bridge  tn  Chile  have  now  beeu  received  and  may  be  examined  at 
the  Bureau  or  Its  district  offices.    (Refer  to  file  No.  78007,  also  7U44.} 

IToveltiee  and  photographic  chemicals.  No.  20543. — An  American  consular  officer 
In  the  Unitei.1  Kingdom  reports  that  a  man  Id  his  district  desires  to  receive 
catal(fg\ies  and  price  lists  from  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of 
electric  pocket  lamp  cases,  dry  batteries  and  bulbs  for  pocket  lamps,  elec- 
trical novelties,  and  pliotographic  chemicals,  such  as  methol,  Itydroquinooe, 
diuniidophenol.  amidol,  pyrugollol  hjpoBulphate  of  bo  da,  potassium  bnuulde. 
and  potassium  ferricyonld. 

Typetcritcrs,  surgical  instrttmeni*:,  etc.,  No.  20544. — An  American  consular  officer 
In  Kussln  writes  that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  catulogoes  from 
American  manufacturers  of  vaccIoatloD  instruments,  smiill  corks  for  bottl^ 
thermoini-tors  for  low  temperatures,  tyi>ewriters  and  accessories,  glass 
capillary  tubes,  small  flies,  and  surgical  Instnimeuts.  Quotations,  c.  L  f. 
Vladivostok,  should  be  tn  Russian  currency,  and  weights  and  dimensions  In 
Russlau  measures.   Corrospuudence  should  be  io  Russian. 

Bolt,  nut,  and  rirct  macltinery.  No.  20545.-;— A  Arm  In  Norway  Informs  an  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  that  It  Is  tn  the  market  for  machinery  for  making  bolts, 
nuts,  and  rivets  used  In  ship  and  bridge  building.  Catalogues,  price  lists, 
and  full  Information  should  be  sent  OoiTe^pondenco  may  be  In  Enffllsh. 
Reference  la  given.  It  Is  stated  that  the  manager  of  the  firm  expects  to 
make  a  business  trip  to  the  United  States  In  tbe  spring  and  desires  to  ar- 
range  to  meet  interested  parties. 

Drufft,  ehemicaU,  and  pharmaceutical  proAuotn,  No.  20546.— 'An  American  cod- 
suhir  officer  In  Spain  reports  that  a  firm  In  Ms  district  desires  to  purchase 
wholesale  quantities  of  drugs,  chemicals,  pimmmceutlcal  produces  herb% 
roots,  and  druggists'  and  medicinal  apparatus.  Referwaeea  are  glvisi.  Our- 
respomlence  may  be  in  English. 

Cor«ef«,  No.  20547.— A  firm  in  Denmark  informs  an  American  consular  offlccr 
that  it  desires  to  establish  commercial  relations  nltta  American  nianu£u> 
turerfl  of  corsets.  Correspondence  may  be  in  EUigilsb. 

TooU,  Na  20548.— An  American  consular  officer  to  SontJi  Africa  reports  thnt  a 
firm  In  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  [H>lce  lists,  and  full  In- 
formation from  American  manufacturers  of  tools,  auch  as  wrenches,  ham- 
mers, flies,  pliers,  screw  drivra^  etc. 

IfOmiw,  No.  W^.—K  firm  In  the  United  States  writes  that  It  desires  to  be  placed 
in  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of  back  tail  lamps  for  vedildes, 

showing  a  red  light  and  burning  a  candle  or  oil. 

Zinc  smelters.  No.  20550. — ^An  American  consular  officer  In  Canada  reports  that 
a  man  In  his  district  who  Is  operating  zinc  mining  pn^rties  desires  to  be 
placed  In  touch  with  American  smelters  of  zinc. 

Cotton  yams,  chewing  gum,  sugar,  etc..  No.  20551. — A  man  In  East  Africa  In- 
forms an  American  consular  officer  that  lie  desires  to  receive  catal<4pie^ 
price  lists,  and  full  Information  from  American  nmnufacturm  of  climing 
gum,  cotton  yarns,  glass  Jars  and  bottles,  imitation  Jewelry,  knitting  ma- 
chinery, laun<1ry  soap,  optica)  goods,  patent  medicines,  p«^mery,  refined 
sugar,  wrapping  twine,  wrapping  paper,  and  paper  bags.  Correqiondenoe 
may  be  in  Engllsli. 

Cotton  filter.  No.  20552. — An  Am^'Ican  consnlar  officer  In  Denmark  reports  that 
a  man  in  his  district  desires  to  purchase  cotton  filter  In  a  pure  state  or 
with  an  addition  of  from  2  to  4  per  cent  asbestos,  In  hard-pressed  plates 
of  about  24  by  24  by  2  Inches,  for  i^  In  a  brewor*  Corre^ndence  may 
be  in  EngUstu 
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EXEBGENCT  LIGHTS  FSOKOTE  SAFETY  AT  SEA. 

In  complinnce  with  tho  regulations  of  the  United  States  Steamboat- 
Inspection  Service  requiring  auxiliary  lights,  with  an.  independent 
source  of  power,  on  passenger  vessels,  a  number  of  such  vessels  at 
Baltimore,  Md.,  have  been  equipped  with  emergency  lights,  using  the 
emergency  radio  storage  battery  as  an  auxiliary  source  of  power  to 
operate  their  emergency  lights.  The  auxiliary  power  furnished  for 
the  wireless  telegraph  is  thus  made  to  serve  for  emergency  lighting. 

In  order  that  the  storage  battery  shall  be  properly  charged,  a 
charging  panel  board  has  been  designed  by  Radio  Inspector  K.  Y. 
Cadmus,  of  the  Bureau  of  Navigation,  which  apparently  meets  these 
requii*ements.  The  board  is  so  equipi)ed  as  to  disconnect  automati- 
cally the  charging  circuit  when  the  battery  has  been  charged.  Should 
the  lights  be  used  for  purposes  other  than  emergency,  the  sangaraom- 
eter  (the  instrument  used  to  show  the  amount  of  current  put  in  or 
taken  out  of  a  storage  battci'y)  can  be  so  set  as  to  cut  out  these  lights 
vhen  the  discharge  reaches  a  certain  point,  thereby  reserving  the 
necessary  emergency  supply. 

The  board  is  equipped  with  overload  and  underload  automatic 
switches  to  prevent  excessive  charging.  It  is  simple  in  construction 
and  comparatively  inexpensive.  Should  an  accident  require  the  use 
of  emergency  lights,  an  officer  or  wheelman  on  the  bridge  throws  one 
switch  or  presses  a  push  button  on  the  steering  head  of  the  wheel. 

Emergency  lights  are  placed  in  tho  main  passageways,  in  the  pas- 
sageways leading  to  the  staterooms,  over  the  doors  leading  to  the 
decks,  on  the  stairways  leading  to  the  lifeboat  decks,  on  the  boat  deck 
in  immediate  vicinity  of  lifeboats  and  rafts,  and  the  auxiliary  current 
is  also  connected  with  the  signal  lights  of  the  vessel. 

These  lights  are  arranged  on  three  circuits,  one  for  each  deck,  lead* 
ing  to  the  charging  pane!.  The  circuits  consist  of  two  parallel  wires 
run  through  a  lead  cable.  Should  one  of  the  lamps  be  broken,  tho 
circuit  is  not  interrupted.  On  the  freight  deck  3-ampere  fuses  are 
fiHn*--4i  1153 
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used,  on  the  passenger  deck  5-ampere  fnaes,  and  on  the  boat  deck  10- 
ampere  fuses.  In  the  event  of  an  accident,  should  the  water  reach  the 
freight-deck  circuit,  the  lower  fuses  will  blow,  aUowing  the  lights  <hi 
the  upper  decks  to  remain  lighted. 

These  anxiliary  lights  can  be  so  placed  as  to  illuminate  the  life- 
boats,  so  that  in  case  of  accident  li^t  is  provided  to  tiie  Xai^  where 
most  needed. 

SHIP  SUBSIDIES  WrtSDBAWS  BT  8PAHISH  DECREE. 

[Consul  General  Carl  Balle;  Horst,  Barcelona,  Feb.  8.] 

Abolition  of  the  Government  navigation  subsidies  [referred  to  in 
CouMSRCB  Beports  for  Mar.  9,  1916]  took  place  by  royal  decree 
which  was  promulgated  on  January  80,  1916,  suspending  tempo- 
rarily the  shipping  aid  provided  for  in  the  law  of  June  14, 1909. 

Under  that  law,  Spanish  shipping  companies  could  claim  a  na- 
tional subsidy  provided  for  them  by  means  of  a  navigation  tax. 
Before  the  law  was  enacted  80  per  cent  of  the  country's  exports  were 
under  foreign  flags,  but  during  the  last  5  years  this  has  been  re- 
duced to  between  52  and  58  per  cent.  Furthermwc,  owing  to  the 
European  conflict,  circumstances  have  altered  so  that  the  merchant 
marine  of  Spain  is  to-day  in  a  doubly  flourishing  condition. 

In  recognition  of  this  state  of  affairs,  many  ^ppin^  companies 
voluntarily  relinquished  their  right  to  the  sul^ady,  thinking  it  unjust 
to  accept  from  the  public  treasury  «id  which  they  did  not  require 
Several  other  companies  refused  for  various  reasons  to  for^o  the 
privilege  created  in  their  favor,  chiefly  owing  to  contracts  entered 
into  before  the  war,  which  prevented  tlieir  profiting  fidly  by  the 
general  rise  in  freights.  It  was  claimed,  however,  that  in  one  way  or 
another  all  shipping  under  the  Spanish  flag  had  been  benefited,  and 
it  was  therefore  con^dered  unnecessary  to  continue  to  render  Steta 
aid  for  tiie  present. 

AECOBD  SHIFHEHI  FBOU  SOUTH  AFBICA  TO  AKEfiXGA. 

[CoDsnl  B.  A.  Wakefield,  Port  EUnbetb,  Feb.  7J 

Several  large  shipments  from  South  Africa  to  America  direct  hare 
been  made  recently,  but  the  largest  and  most  valuable  was  taken  by 
the  steamship  Byacinthits,  sailing  from  this  port  on  January  28  for 
New  York  and  Boston^ 

This  cargo  consisted  of  17,725  bales  of  wool,  3,280  bundles  of  dieep 
and  goat  skins,  1,068  bundles  of  hides,  and  61  cases  of  ostrich 
feathers,  with  a  total  value  of  $1,250,000.  Ninety  per  cent  of  this 
produce  was  from  this  consular  district  and  was  snipped  fnua  Fori 
JClizabeth  and  East  London. 

South  African  produce  is  selling  at  higher  prices  than  usual  owing 
to  large  America  purchases. 


The  exports  of  argols  from  Algeria  to  the  United  States  during 
1915,  according  to  invoices  certified  at  the  American  consulate  at 
Algiers,  amounted  to  1,690,107  pounds  valued  at  $239,962,  compared 
with  1,143,023  pounds  valued  at  $150,903  for  1914. 
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HEED  OV  ITWBEB  IS  ITAIT. 

[WeeUr  Bolletlii,  Canadlui  Depsrtmutt  ot  Trade  and  Commerw,  Mar.  20.1 

The  following  statements  with  regard  to  the  timber  trade  of  Italy 
were  taken  from  on  article  in  the  Milan  II  Solo  of  January  25, 1916. 

According  to  figures  compiled  by  the  Istitiito  Superiore  Forestale 
(National  J'orestry  Institute),  of  Florence,  Italy's  requirements  of 
rteinous  wood  in  an  average  year  were  as  follows:  Domestic  pro- 
duction^ 500,000  cubic  meters  (17,600,000  cubic  feet) ;  imports,  3,000,- 
000  cubic  meters  (105,943,000  cubic  feet).  Imports  have  f>een  greatly 
reduced  since  the  war;  domestic  production  is  insuftieicnt  to  take 
their  place,  and  prices  are  three  times  as  high  for  the  consumer  as 
they  were  before  the  war. 

Of  the  imports,  which  are  mostly  sawn  lumber,  77  per  cent  came 
from  Austria -Hungary  and  12  per  cent  from  the  United  States.  In 
1915,  during  the  five  mouths  before  Italy  entei-ed  the  war,  imports 
from  Austria  dwindled  to  almost  nothing.  With  the  stoppage  of 
imports  of  timber  from  Roumania  and  Russia,  and  with  Sweden 
and  Norway  unable  to  supply  the  demands  of  western  Europe,  Swit- 
sswland  had  to  increase  tenfold  its  slender  export  of  sawn  timber  to 
Italy;  but  this  represents  <»Uy  4  or  5  per  cent  of  Italy's  normal  im- 
portation. Thus  the  war  has  not  only  stopped  impoits  from  Austria, 
Dut  has  reduced  imports  from  other  coimtnes  to  a  very  trifling  figure 
as  compared  with  normal  times. 

The  requirements  for  1916  might  be  estimated  at  2,000,000  cubic 
meters  (70,630,000  cubic  feet),  which  might  be  provided  as  follows: 
Ordinal^  cuttings  in  Ital^,  extraordinary  cuttings,  and  cuttings  of 
ncmresinous  trees  to  substitute  for  resinous  timber,  1,500,000  ctibio 
meters  (52,970,000  cubic  feet) ;  imports,  500,000  cubic  meters  (17,* 
660,000  cubic  feet). 

iTAxra  imcBEs  zhposts. 

The  following  table  shows  the  imports  of  common  wood  into  Italy 
in  the  first  10  months  of  1914  and  1915  by  the  principal  countries  of 
origin,  according  to  Italian  official  statistics: 


Kinds  of  timber,  and  oonntrles. 


XOOQH  OR  TRtmcGD. 

Atutrta.HangUT  

PranM   

Oennanir  

8wttxorl4nd  

United  Stales  

OUur  coDDlrles  

Total  


Oct.  31, 
1914. 


Tons. 

93.513 
C.749 
G.1OT 

10. 139 
3. 241 

12.036 


134,778 


Ian.  1- 

Oct.  31, 
1915. 


Tow. 
4,729 
2.270 
3.0G2 

10,651 
121 
1.491 


22,324 


Kinds  ot  timber,  and  ooontrles. 


8QUABBD  OR  SAWH  Ot  LBKOTBS. 

Aa<trla  , 

Frince  , 

Germany  

Roum&iua  ,  , 

Russia  

Sweden  

S^rllzerlnnd  , 

Divch  East  Indies  , 

United  .''tatts  

Other  countries  

Total  , 


Jan.  1- 
Oct.  31. 
1914. 


Toiu. 
5S5.708 
l,72fl 
3.4S4 
23. 161 
14.3fi8 
3.993 

143.013 
14.021 


802,608 


Jan.  1- 
Oct.3L 
191S. 


Torui 
4T.B9S 
1.33S 
6.203 
1.071 
48 
3.037 
43.003 
1.034 
48.207 
8.0a8 


160,963 


[An  article  on  the  Italian  market  for  American  lumber  aps>eaic(t  la  Oouuebci 
Befcwts  tot  Nor.  80^  181G.] 
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FIELD  TRIALS  OF  FLAZSKES  HELD  IV  IBELUrB. 

Field  trials  of  flaxseed  arranged  for     the  Iridi  Department  of 

Agriculture  show  that  seed  of  fiber  varieties  of  flax  suitable  for  Irish 
growers,  in  the  opinion  of  those  in  charge  of  the  tests,  might  be 
obtained  from  Yorlcshire,  Canada,  France,  and  the  home-grown 
crops,  as  well  as  from  Russia,  which  has  been  an  important  source  of 
supply.  The  Textile  Mercury,  of  Manchester,  England,  says  that 
aluioug^  Minnesota  25  seed  gave  in  the  trials  a  remunerative  crop 
of  remarkably  even  flax,  the  plants  were  considerably  shorter  than 
those  of  the  fiber  varieties,  and  growers,  it  says,  are  advised  for  the 
present  not  to  use  this  seed.  It  estimates  that  there  are  now  some 
aOjOOO  bngs  of  seed  which  will  be  available  for  sowing  in  Ireland 
this  year,  and  that  this  would  suffice  for  an  acreage  about  equal  to 
that  under  flax  last  year. 

The  enhanced  price  of  scutched  flax,  says  the  'Mercnrjy  has  induced 
farmers  to  prepare  for  an  increased  acreage  in  1916,  and  has  thus 
stimulated  a  greater  demand  for  seed  than  the  quantity  indicated 
would  supply.  The  seeds  used  in  the  field  trials  apart  from  Minne- 
sota 25  were:  Dutch,  Pemau  Crown,  Biga  Child  mnn  Ireland,  and 
Peman  Oiild  from  Michigan,  while  small  plate  of  Japanese,  Si- 
b^an,  and  Argentine  seed  were  also  grown. 


CANADA  COMPLETES  COAST^TO-GOAST  TEIEPHOHE. 

(Consul  General  R.  K  UaDsfleld,  Vancoover,  BriUoh  ColumbU,  lUr.  &] 

Lcmg-distance  telephone  communication  between  VaneoUTcr  and 
Montreal  was  established  on  February  14,  and  nKssages  were  ex- 
changed with  eastern  points. 

A  transcontinental  telephone  service  between  San  Francisco  and 
New  York  was  established  in  January,  1915,  but  more  than  a  year 
elapsed  before  the  service  was  extended  to  British  Columbia.  The 
toll  charges  between  Vancouver  and  eastern  cities  in  Canada  and  the 
United  States — amounts  for  the  first  three  minutes  and  additional 
per  minute — are:  Vancouver  to  Montreal,  $22.15  and  $6.45;  Van- 
couver to  Toronto,  $21.15  and  $6.30;  Vancouver- to  New  York, 
and  $7.16;  Vancouver  to  Chicago,  $16.40  and  $5.05. 


FOBEiaN  COUMEBCE  OF  VBUOVAY  IS  1915. 

The  total  imports  of  Uruguay  in  1915  amounted  to  $86,168,946, 
ehowinga  decrease  of  $2^31,916  from  the  imports  of  1014,  according 
to  the  Boletin  del  Ministerio  de  Hacienda.    During  the  last  six 

months  of  1915,  however,  the  imports  were  $605,822  more  than  in 
the  corresponding  period  of  1914,  indicating  a  rising  tide  of  im- 
portation. 

The  total  exports  in  1915  were  $62,832,617,  these  figures  showing  a 
gain  of  $9,882,558  over  the  exports  of  the  preceding  year,  and  a 
favorable  trade  balance  in  1915  of  $26,663,671.  The  statistics  for  De- 
cember show  the  United  States  as  leading  in  botli  the  import  and 
export  trade  of  Uruguay. 
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ENQLAJn)  IN  N££D  OF  UPHOISTEBINO  FABBICS. 

Some  concern  which  is  felt  in  the  British  furniture  trade  as  to 
future  supplies  of  upholstering  fabrics  has  been  brought  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  Board  of  Trade,  according  to  the  Textile  Mercury  of 
Manchester.  The  opinion  has  been  expressed  that  British  textile 
manufacturers  appear  to  be  neglecting  jin  opportunitj  to  supply  a 
market  at  their  very  doorsteps.  The  Mercury  says: 

People  In  the  furniture  trade  who  hnvo  exceptional  knowIeilKe  of  the  require- 
ments thereof  have  computed  that  prior  to  tlie  wnr  no  less  than  00  per  cent  of 
the  upholstering  fabrics  used  In  this  country  came  from  the  ContlncnL  British 
furniture  nianiifacturors  drew  fairly  larKc  supplies  of  velvets  and  moquettea 
from  home  nianufocturera,  but  it  is  declared  that  some  textile  inannfacturers  to 
tills  country  had  also  been  very  big  Importers  of  furniture  coverings. 

Nothing  apparently  has  been  dooo  by  Biitlsh  textile  manufacturers  to  meet 
tbe  d^uand  of  furniture  nod  upholstery  Arms.  Velvets  and  tapestries  of  British 
manufacture  are  obtainable  by  upholsterers,  but  moquettes,  both  worsted  and 
cotton,  are  now  being  drawn  principally  from  Denmark.  Tlie  opinion  was  voiced 
by  a  leading  member  of  the  furniture  trade  that  there  was  no  reason  why  the 
textile  manufacturers  of  this  country  should  not  supply  all  the  textile  needs  of 
the  home  furniture  manufacturers,  If  they  would  lay  themselves  out  for  tho 
business. 

Textile  manufacturers  miglit  well  consider  whether  they  can  make  use  of  the 
opportunity  for  opening  out  In  the  production  of  furniture  coverings,  and  a 
round-table  conference  between  representatives  of  the  Textile  Institute  and  the 
Furnishers*  Chnmtwr  of  Trade  might  be  useful  in  stimulating  action.  Such  a 
conference  would  no  doubt  yield  rellnbio  and  helpful  Information  as  to  the 
extent  of  the  demand  for  these  goods  In  tlie  home  market,  and  the  board  of 
trade  might  be  requested  to  take  steps  to  ascertain  the  i>osslbl)ltles  of  opening 
new  business  in  foreign  markets. 


ENGUTE  PACKING  DT  UTEBFOOL  BISTRIGT. 

[Consul  nomco  Leo  Wasbln^oa,  Ltvcrpool,  England,  Feb.  25.] 

There  is  a  good  demand  for  all  kinds  of  engine  packing  in  the 
Liverpool  district,  and  particularly  for  compressea  asbestos-sheet 
packing.  This  latter  article  up  to  somewhat  less  than  two  years  ago 
was  imported  largely  and  could  be  obtained  for  $0.20  per  pound 
upward,  but  now  that  the  demand  is  met  principally  by  manufac- 
ture in  this  country  the  price  has  increased  to  $0.3G  per  pound,  this 
advance  partially  being  accounted  for  by  the  shortage  in  material. 

The  leading  manufacturers  in  this  country  who  now  supply  the 
bulk  of  the  trade  in  engine  packing  are  represented  in  Liverpool, 
and.  therefore,  for  an  American  producer  to  place  Iiis  product  on  the 
market  in  competition  with  these  manufacturers  it  would  be  advisable 
to  work  through  a  representative,  and  two  firms  that  have  been  inter- 
Tiewed  are  desirous  of  entering  into  correspondence  with  American 
manufacturers  of  such  packings,  with  a  view  of  local  representation. 

[The  names  of  tlieso  firms,  together  with  tliose  of  other  I.lver|>ool  firmR  dealing 
in  engine  supplies,  can  be  obtalne<l  nt  the  Bureau  of  Foivlgu  and  DomcstlQ 
Commerce  or  its  district  ofUces.   Ilcfer  to  file  No.  73832.] 


A  list  of  automobile  owners  in  Curacao,  West  Indies,  has  been 
received  from  Consul  H.  C.  von  Struve  and  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices. 
Sef  er  to  file  No.  733S8, 
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EXTENDED  USE  OF  ELECTBIG  FUKHACES. 

[CoBfol  Joha  IL  BaTlfe^  ShdIMd,  Kugluid,  Mu.  1.] 

TTntil  the  past  year  the  use  of  eled^c  furnaces  in  Sheffield  was 
limited  and  not  more  than  10  were  in  operation  in  all  the  steel  works 
located  here.  That  Sheffield  manufacturers  are  alive  to  the  posdbili- 
tics  of  the  newer  process  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  during  the  calen- 
dar year  1915  at  least  15  additional  electric  furnaces  were  installed  u 
Tarious  works  or  are  in  process  of  installation,  and  a  large  number  of 
manufacturers  have  the  erection  of  such  furnaces  under  conaderation. 

As  a  result  of  the  increased  production  owing  to  the  introduction 
of  these  furnaces  a  largely  increased  output  or  alloy  steel  for  the 
construction  of  automobiles,  aeroplanes,  and  fionall  castings  has  re- 
sulted, and  at  present  there  is  a  large  demand  for  iAxeoe  types  of  steel 

Numerous  experiments  have  and  are  being  made  for  the  melting 
of  "high  speea"  steel  in  electric  furnaces,  out  Sheffield  mannfac- 
tnrers  are  not  yet  convinced  that  this  process  produces  as  good  aii 
article  as  that  obtained  by  the  crucible  process  that  has  been  in  use 
for  so  many  vears.  The  principal  drawback  found  here  to  the  elec- 
tric process  for  the  latter  steels  is  the  undue  size  of  the  melts,  and 
it  is  claimed  much  better  results  are  obtained  in  teeming  the  smajQer 
quantities  handled  by  tlie  crucible  process. 

CAXJFORNIA  SUCCESSFUL  AT  BRAZIL'S  FBUZT  EXHIBIT. 

[CoDsnl  neoeral  A.  L.  U.  Gottschalk,  lUo      Jaaelra,  Fsb.  Ifi.] 

At  the  recent  fruit  exposition  held  at  the  Campo  de  Santa  Anna 
in  Rio  de  Janeiro  the  gold  mednl,  the  highest  prize  offer^  was 
awarded  by  the  jury  to  an  American  exhibit — that  of  the  Califomis 
Baisin  Growers'  Association  of  Fresno,  Cal. 

.  This  exposition  was  the  first  of  the  sort  that  has  been  held  in  Bio 
de  Janeiro.  It  was  devoted  chiefly  to  native  fruits,  and  the  California 
prize-winning  display  was  the  only  one  received  from  the  United 
States.  A  Epecial  "United  States  day"  was  designated  and  was 
productive  of  a  large  attendance  of  Americans. 

(A  copy  of  the  letter  in  which  the  award  of  Uie  eold  medal  was  made,  a^ 
eompanled  by  pbotcHcraDhs  of  tlie  exhibit  of  the  California  Associated  RoIbCd 
Co.,  may  be  inspectftd  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreljrn  and  Domestic  Oommme  or  fta 
district  offices.  Refer  to  flle  No.  73S98.  A  description  of  the  fTolt  exposttlaD 
at  Bto  de  Janeiro  was  published  in  Goumebck  VUaimra  tor  Mar.  8, 191&j 


BUSINESS  convEnnons  at  st.  louis. 

IComnierclal  Agent  George  W.  Doooan,  St.  Louis.) 

Mr.  Charles  F.  Hatfield,  secretary-manager  of  the  St  Louis  Ciai- 

vention  and  Publicity  Bureau,  has  sup|}hed  the  following  list  of 
business  conrentions  to  be  held  in  St.  Louis  this  year: 

National  Convention  Insnrance  Commissioners,  April  IT;  NatI<Hial  Banken^ 
Association,  Mny  23-24;  Fraternity  of  Operative  Millers,  May  29;  F.  O.  M.  A. 
Manufacturers'  Auxiliary,  May  20;  National  Wholesale  Liquor  Dealers'  Assodft' 
tion,  June  8-11;  Insecticide  and  Disinfectant  Association,  June;  Electrical  Ooo- 
tractors'  AssociatloD  of  Missouri,  July  8;  American  Apple  Growers'  Assoda* 
tion,  July ;  Tractors  Farming  Assoctatton,  July ;  International  Association  for 
tlie  Prevention  of  Smoke,  September;  National  Aasoclatkm  of  BoUdtng  Ownen 
and  Mouagers,  Septonber;  National  AssociaUon  of  Ufe  Pnderwrittra,  Se^xm' 
ber ;  American  Bottle'  Protective  Assodatioii,  October, 
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OEFEES  OF  UASULGtASOABL  OKAFHIT£  CUBTAILED. 

[Consul  Jamw  O.  Carter,  Tamatavc,  Jan.  29.] 

The  only  feasible  way  in  which  any  considerable  amount  of 
graphite  may  be  ohtained  from  Madagascar  by  importers  in  the 
United  States  would  be  on  ships  sent  here  for  that  purpose.  It  i3 
possible  to  ship  via  Dui-ban  by  the  Messageries'  ships  and  from  that 
place  to  New  York  by  the  Union  Castle  Line ;  but  the  freight  is  70 
to  75  francs  ($13.50  to  $14.50)  more  per  ton  than  by  the  usual  Mai> 
seille  route. 

At  present  large  quantities  of  Mada^^ascar  graphite  aro  in  demand 
in  France,  and  the  steamship  companies  are  doing  everything  pos- 
sible to  forward  graphite  shipments  to  that  country.  Two  ships 
scheduled  to  leave  Madagascar  on  or  about  February  2  and  16,  respec- 
tively, are  wholly  reserved  for  graphite  intended  for  France,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  there  are  thousands  of  tons  of  other  classes 
of  merchandise  congested  at  the  different  ports. 

Nearly  all  of  the  Madagascar  graphite  producers  would  appear 
to  have  at  present  contracts  with  large  buying  and  export  firms  for 
the  delivery  of  all  of  their  pi*oduct. 

(A  comprehensive  review  ot  graphite  production  In  Madagascar  was  published 
In  Dall7  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for  Jan.  29, 1913.] 


OOTSBNUEKT  TEST  REVEALS  DETECTS  IN  BOFE. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia  recently  submitted 
to  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards  for  test  samples  of  2-inch 
rope  representing  a  large  purchase.  The  specifications  called  for 
manila  rope  made  from  first  quality  and  lon^  manxla  fiber.  An 
examination  showed  that  the  rope  was  made  with  intent  to  deceive 
the  ordinary  purchaser.  The  outside  yarns  making  up 'the  strands 
of  the  rope  were  of  good  quality  manila  fiber,  but  immediately  under 
them  were  yams  of  medium  and  low  grade. 

The  low-^rade  yarns  constituted  about  GO  per  cent  of  the  whole 
rope.  Tensile-strengtli  tests  showed  that  the  outside  yams  were  30 
per  cent  stronger  than  the  inside  yarns,  although  all  yarns  were  of 
the  same  size. 

The  commissioners  rejected  the  order  immediately  on  receipt  of 

the  bureau's  report. 

OOTERiniENT  ASSISTANCE  IN  EAST  INDIAN  TRADE. 

[Commercial  Agent  Ralph  H.  Odrll.  Batavla,  Java,  Jan.  22.] 

Mr.  de  Kruyff,  of  the  Bureau  of  Industry  and  Commerce,  in  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Industry,  and  Commerce  of  Nether- 
lands India,  states  that  his  bureau  will  be  very  pleased  to  give  in- 
formation concerning  the  products  and  the  trade  of  the  colony  and 
that  importers  and  exporters  in  the  United  States  who  desire  to 
form  connections  in  Netherlands  India,  either  for  the  purchase  of 
tile  countrj^'s  products  or  for  the  sale  of  American  articles,  are  in- 
vited to  write  to  him  for  the  names  of  the  leading  firms.  Communi- 
cations may  be  in  English  and  should  be  addressed  to  Mr.  E.  de 
Kruyff,  Chef,  Afdeeling  Nijverheid  en  Handel,  Department  von 
Landbouw,  Nijverheid  en  IIandel|  Buitenzorg,  Java  (Netherlands 
India). 
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COHSIBirCTZOV  VOBK. 
VBAVCX. 

IGonvuI  Keaoetb  Stuart  Patton,  Lft  Rochell*.  Ibr.  1.T 
X«w  Bqnipment  for  Handling  Freight— Port  Works. 

The  chamber  of  commerce  at  lia  Rochelle,  France,  has  decided  to 
install  upon  the  three  southern  quays  of  tlie  port  of  La  Pallice  14 
electric  capstans  with  105  wliipping  drums  (Poupfies  de  renvoi)  in 
order  to  facilitate  the  handling  of  freight  cai-s.  The  installation  of 
tills  new  equipment  is  to  be  completed  within  seven  months. 

By  a  decree  published  on  February  25,  1916,  the  French  Govern- 
ment authorizea  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  La  Rochelle  to  increan 
by  10  per  cent  the  usual  taxes  upon  the  steam  cranes  at  the  port  of 
Ia  Pallice.  This  increase  is  to  be  maintained  until  one  year  after 
the  cessation  of  hostilities. 

The  chamber  of  commerce  has  also  determined  to  consider  oneB 
more  the  matter  of  extending  the  basin  of  the  port  of  Ia  Bocbelle. 
The  realization  of  tiiis  project  vas  retarded  by  the  var. 

BZAX. 

[VIee  Conaol  Cari  C.  Hamea,  Bangkok,  Jsn.  SB.] 
Amerlean  Xirlgatiini  Kaeblnerj  for  Blaia. 

In  connection  with  the  need  of  machinery  for  Siam's  new  irriga- 
tion scheme  to  which  the  attention  of  American  manufacturers  has 
been  directed  through  several  articles  published  in  the  Comvebci 
Reports  [see  the  issu^  of  July  19,  1915,  and  Feb.  14,  1916],  orders 
have  now  been  placed  in  the  United  States  for  suction  dredges,  steam 
shovels,  and  drag-line  equipments^  involving  a  preliminary  outlay  of 
about  $100,000.  This  machinery  is  for  the  work  in  connection  with 
tiie  Prasak"  irrigation  district,  the  construction  of  whidk  will  now 
be  proceeded  with  according  as  tiie  necessary  appropriations  become 
available. 

TBEECtHT  TBAFFIC  BETWEEN  SWEDEH  AND  fiEBlUHT. 

[Amerlean  Hlnlster  Ira  N.  Horrta,  Stoekbolat,  Feb.  21.] 

On  the  initiative  of  the  Swedish  railway  directors,  a  conferenee 
will  be  held  within  a  few  days  between  representatives  of  the  Swedi^ 
and  German  railways.  The  purpose  of  the  conference  is  to  come  to 
some  agreement  for  regulating  the  maritime  commerce  between  Ger- 
many and  Sweden  because  of  the  heavy  traffic.  Hie  conference  is 
to  be  held  at  Copenhagen. 

The  directors  point  out  that  a  heavy  traffic  has  been  reported  for 
Trelleborg  and  Sassnitz;  more  than  1,000  cars  have  been  ordered  in' 
addition  to  the  usual  traffic  of  about  200  cars  a  day.  As  the  present 
accommodations  are  insufficient,  the  directors  have  thought  it  ueces- 
sary  to  hire  additional  steamers. 

In  this  connection  the  directors  state  that  the  work  of  reloading  at 
Sassnitz  and  Trelleborg  is  rather  slow  and  unsatisfactory,  and  tbere- 
fore  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  the  extra  service  between  two  other 
ports,  Malmo  and  Stettin,  for  instance. 

As  the  traffic  from  Germany  to  Swedoi  also  is  heaTV,  H  was 
thought  best  to  hold  a  conf  raenoe  between  lepTOoePtatiTeB  mm  heA 
countries. 
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GOVERNIIENT  FVBIIC&TXOHS  FOE  SALE. 


The  following  are  some  of  the  pnblicati<ms  received  in  stock  for 
sale  by  the  superintendent  of  documents  at  Washington  daring 
the  week  ended  March  18; 

Mlodern  Practice  in  the  Comtrvction  nnd  Maintenance  of  Rail  Jointa  and 
Btmis  i»  Electric  Jiailicayt,  Standanb  Technolofdc  Paper  R2. — Covers  his- 
torical ond  general  discussion  of  bonds  nnd  Joints,  types,  cruss  bunding,  welded 
34rixits»  and  general  information.  Price,  paper,  35  cents. 

Leakage  of  Currents  from  Etec4rie  Hailicays,  Standards  Technologic  Paper 
08. — Technical  work  covering  general  eouutlon  for  leakage  currents,  potential 
gradients,  potential  differenceii,  etc.  Price,  paiMr.  10  cents. 

Center  of  flravity  and  Effective  H'oih:  Length  of  Transmission  of  Pyrometer 
Oolor  Screens,  and  the  Uxtrapolatiou  of  tlio  High  Temperatui-e  ScaU>,  Standards 
Bclentlflc  Paper  200. — Technical  work  on  the  subject,  with  a  number  of  work- 
ing tables.  IMce,  paper,  10  cents. 

Commercial  Organizations  of  the  United  StateSy  Mtscelhi  neons  Series  23, 
Boreati  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. — List  of  commereliil  organtza- 
tlons  in  the  United  States,  alphabetically  arranged,  also  clasdfled  list  by  lnda»' 
tiT.  Price,  paper,  16  cents. 

Wholesale  Prices  of  Leading  Articles  in  United  States  MM-kcts,  January, 
3913.  to  Dec^nber,  1015,  Miscellaneous  Series  30  of  the  Bnrean  of  Foreign  and 
Domiestic  Conmieree. — Tabulated  statement  of  wholesale  prices  for  the  period 
mentioned.   Price,  paper,  6  cents. 

Commercial  Organisations  in  Southern  and  Western  Cities,  Special  Agente 
8ertes  79,  Bureau  of  Porelgu  ami  Domestic  Commerce. — General  discussion  of 
the  subject,  covering  the  foi'^gn  trade,  trafflC'  bureaus,  manufaetur^'i's*  associa- 
tions, etc.,  In  varlofs  sections  of  the  United  States.  Price,  paper,  10  cents. 

Banking  Opportunities  South  ^taertoo.  Special  Agents  Series  106  of  Bureau 
d  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. — ^Work,  by  William  U.  jAm&t,  covering 
IHtdiable  lines  of  develtqiunent,  undonvritlng  and  selling  securities,  banklna^  and 
banking  cqiportanltlai.   Price,  paper,  20  cents, 

Coffon  Goods  in  the  BtraUs  Settteaicnts,  Special  Agents  Series  IIS,  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. — Heport  of  Ralph  M.  Odell,  commercial 
agent,  covering  population,  resources,  and  general  opportunities  for  trade  in 
cotton  gooils.   Price,  paper,  10  cents. 

Import  Duties  on  Teatiles  in  South  America,  Port  1,  Argentina,  Tariff  Series 
32,  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. — Report  by  L.  l>omerattky, 
coveting  rates  of  duties,  sjiecial  features  of  the  Argentine  tariff,  conversion 
equivalents,  schedule  of  import  duties,  etc.  Price,  paper.  5  cents. 


CONCESSIOH  TO  FISHINa  GOKFAHT  DT  ITBUOUAT. 

Permission  to  fish  with  dragnets  in  Uruguayan  waters  for  three 
years  from  March  1,  1916,  has  been  granted  by  the  Government  of 
Uruguay  to  the  Empresa  Nacional  de  Pesca  "  fja  Platense,"  accord- 
ing to  the  Diario  Oficial  of  February  1.  This  concession,  which  is 
sabject  to  the  restrictions  on  fishing  imposed  by  a  law  of  December 
26,  1914,  gives  the  fishing  company  the  privilege  of  landing,  selling, 
and  shipping  its  catch  on  the  wharves  of  the  National  Fisheries 
Institnte.  consideration  of  these  privileges,  the  fishing  company 
agrees  to  sell  common  fish  at  the  price  of  6  centesimos  per  kilo  (2.8 
cents  per  pound),  and  fish  of  fine  quality  at  10  centesimos  per  kilo 
{4.6  cents  per  pound),  in  the  country  as  well  as  in  Montevideo,  the 
purchaser  outside  of  the  capital  having  only  to  pay  the  freight 


to  d^vei:  specimcaos  of.  all  nnfamiliar  kinds  oi  fish  to  the  Kational 
■Fisheries  Institute. 


The  &hing  company  also  a^rrees 
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DIBECT  PUECHASES  OF  ITAUAH  0L1I£. 

[CoDsol  John  H.  Grout,  HtUa,  Feb.  17.] 

It  has  recently  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  this  office  that  an 
idea  has  prevailed  among  American  houses  that  it  is  difficult  to 
secure  imports  of  ^hie  from  Italy  except  by  indirect  means,  this 
being  due  to  a  certiiiii  extent  to  an  ombargo  placed  upon  such  exports 
by  the  Itiilian  (ioverrimcut. 

It  seemy  that  while  at  times  there  maj  be  an  embargo  placeil  upon 
such  shipments,  it  has  always  been  jwssible  to  obtain  special  permits 
for  exportation  to  the  United  States  when  there  has  been  no  doubt 
as  to  the  identity  of  the  consumer.  During  1915  there  were  direct 
shipments  of  ginc  to  the  United  States  valued  at  ^1,983.  It  is  true 
that  a  large  D>ndon  house  has  dealt  and  at  present  is  dealing  with 
one  of  the  large-st  glue  factories  in  Italy,  buying  large  quantities 
aheadj  but  there  has  not  been,  so  far  as  this  office,  assisted  bv  the 
American  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Milan,  has  been  able  to  leanu 
any  difficulty  placed  in  the  way  of  American  houses  desiring  to  deal 
directly  with  Italian  manufacturers.  In  fact,  Italian  firms  seem  to 
dedre  direct  dealings  without  the  intervention  of  the  middlemuL 

Deoreased  Supply  of  Saw  KaterlaL 

The  war  has  shut  out  imports  of  raw  material  from  Austria  and 
Germany  and  much  difficulty,  is  experienced  in  keeping  up  and  pro- 
vidine  for  domestic  demands.  How  much  of  a  surplus  will  be  avail* 
able  for  the  year  1916  is  at  present  problematical.  While  large  num- 
bers of  animals  are  consumed  by  the  Italian  Army,  the  consumption 
of  meat  by  the  civil  part  of  the  population  has  fallen  off  owing  to  the 
rapidly  increasing  prices.  Consequently  it  is  believed  that  there  has 
been  a  large  amount  of  wastage  in  the  matter  of  conservation  by  the 
former  of  bones  and  such  scraps  as  go  toward  the  manufacture  of 
glue. 

rihe  names  of  three  (tnportant  factories  In  Italy  engaged  la  the  inannftictiue 
of  srlue  fan  be  obtained  at  the  Burenv  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Comiucrco  or 
Its  district  offices.  Refer  to  lllo  No.  73719.] 


PEANUT  TRADE  IS  ASaEKTINA. 

[CqdsuI  General  W,  ncnrjr  Robertson.  Duenos  Aires.] 

In  1913  peanuts  were  imported  into  Argentina  to  the  amount  of 
7,985,109  pounds,  of  which  C'hina  supplied  2.884.322  pounds;  Brtti^ 
possessions,  2.288.ri;U  pounds;  France,  1^71,487  pounds;  Africa, 
973,635  pounds;  Dutch  possessions,  389,222  pounds,  and  the  United 
States,  82  pounds.  In  1014  the  total  imports  amounted  to  4,683^235 
potmds. 

Besides  this  there  were  under  cultivation  in  Argentina  during  the 
season  of  1013-14  ahont  C2,9C3  acres  devoted  to  peanuts.  No  figures, 
however,  are  available  as  to  the  amount  of  the  domestic  production. 

Peanuts  are  generally  imported  here  in  bags  containing  50  kilos 
(110.20  pounds),  and  are  extensively  used  in  the  manufoctnre  of  pea- 
nut  oil.  The  domestic  crop  is  brought  into  this  market  during 
months  of  August  and  September,  but  is  said  to  be  limited. 
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zxferhcehts  with  brines  dt  search  for  potash. 

Several  deep  holes  have  been  sank  in  the  deserts  of  Nevada  and  one 
is  bein^  drilled  in  the  panhandle  of  Texas  under  the  supervision  of 
the  United  States  Geological  Survey  in  the  search  for  })otash.  The 
Survey  is  also  niiiking  some  laboratory  expei'inicnts  designed  to  aid 
in  discovering  a  cheap  process  of  separating  potassium  salts  from 
natural  brines. 

Since  the  importations  of  potash  salts  from  Germany  were  stopped, 
the  urgent  need  of  a  domestic  supply  has  greatly  increased  and  the 
price  of  high-grade  potash  has  advanced  from  $39  to  about  $500  a 
ton.  Efforts  to  find  commercially  workable  deposits  in  this  country 
have  been  eagerly  and  diligently  made,  both  by  private  capitalists 
and  public  agencies.  The  Survey  has  endeavored  both  to  find  deposits 
of  soluble  potash  salts  and  to  discover  practicable  methods  of  ex- 
tracting potash  from  rocks  that  carry  relatively  large  proportions  of 
potassium.  Every  clue  that  mi^ht  yield  valuable  results  has  been 
lollowed  up  in  a  couutry-vide  inv^tigation,  extending  from  Kew 
York  to  California. 

XMent  ExpCTluienti  Xade  at  Searles  Xake. 

In  the  laboratory  experiments  special  attention  has  been  giv^  to 
the  evaporation  of  brines  rich  in  potassium.  The  results  of  some  of 
the  earlier  work  were  published  late  in  1915  as  Professional  Paper 
85~E.  More  rec^t  experiments  have  been  made  with  the  natural 
brine  from  Searles  Lake,  CaL,  which  contains  the  equivalent  of  nearly 
13  per  cent  of  potassium  diloride  in  the  solid  salts.  The  results  are 
given  in  a  recent  survey  publication^  "Evaporation  of  brine  from 
Searles  Lake,  Cal.,"  issued  as  Professional  Paper  98~A.  This  report 
shows  the  changes  in  the  composition  of  the  solution  resulting  ironi 
the  evaporation  of  the  brine,  the  composition  of  the  crystals  deposited 
from  the  hot  solution  during  evaporation,  and  the  composition  of  the 
crystals  deposited  when  the  solution  was  cooled.  A  copy  of  the 
report  may  be  obtained  free  of  charge  by  addressing  the  United 
States  Geological  Survey,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Tihe  data  recorded  indicate  that  carefully  controlled  fractional 
evaporation  and  crystallization,  possibljr  comoined  with  other  treat- 
ment, promise  much  as  a  means  of  obtaining  potassium  from  brines 
similar  to  that  of  Searles  Lake.  Further  studv  of  the  behavior  of 
the  constituents  of  the  brine  under  varying  conditions  may  be  made. 

[Articles  on  the  potash  sltnation  were  pabllshed  In  Gouukrcr  Rkpovtb  for 
June  12  nnil  10,  1915,  and  were  reprinted  In  pamphlet  Sorax  by  tbe  Barean  of 
Foreign  ami  Domestic  Commerce.] 


Copra  from  ttneensland. 


Coconut  cultivation,  though  still  a  small  industry  in  Queensland, 
is  rapidly  extending,  states  Uie  London  Chamber  of  Commerce  Jour- 
nal. Hitherto  it  had  been  supposed  that  copra  from  Australian 
coconuts  did  not  contain  enough  oil  to  be  of  commercial  value,  but  the 
examination  of  a  sample  of  copra  from  these  nuts  at  the  Imperial 
Institute  has  now  established  that  the  oil  cont^t  is  normal  and  the 
copra  of  good  quality. 
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BBITAIN  FBOHIBITS  TEASING  IH  HETAI  "FrmmES." 

According  to  an  oflicial  announcement  in  the  London  Gazette, 
speculative  transactions  in  the  various  metals  required  in  the  produc- 
tion of  war  materials  have  been  prohibited  in  the  United  IOngd<»n. 
The  new  regulation  provides  that— 

It  nhnll  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  on  bl8  ow-n  l>eliatf  or  on  behalf  of  any 
otiier  person  lo  «eU  or  buy,  or  to  otTer  to  sell  or  buy  (a)  any  iron  (including 
pig  Iron),  strel  of  all  kluds  copixr,  zinc,  brnss,  lead,  antimony,  nickel,  tungsteii, 
mblybdenuni,  fcn-imlloy-s;  or  {b)  any  otlier  metal  whicli  may  l>c  speeifled  in  aa 
Order  of  the  Admiralty  or  Army  Council  or  the  Minister  of  Mnnillons  as  being 
n  metal  retiulfed  for  the  production  of  any  war  material,  unless  in  llie  case  of 
a  seller  the  uietiil  to  be  sold  is  in  the  pouuession  of  the  seller,  or  Is  in  tlio  coarse 
of  production  for  lilm,  or  In  the  Case  of  a  buyer  thu  purcliase  Is  made  for  tr 
oa  behalf  of  a  consiiiner. 

In  order  to  make  clear  the  Government's  position  in  regard  to  the 
new  regulation  the  Ministry  of  Munitions  published  the  followine 
official  statement  in  the  March  9  issue  of  the  British  Board  of  Tracu 
Journal: 

The  Ministry  of  Munitions  wisliea  It  to  be  clearly  undorstoo<l  that  iho  object 
of  this  refniliition  Ls  to  stop  si>ocuiation  in  metals  generally',  and  not  to  restrict 
legitimato  tradlnj;.  la  view  of  the  representations  which  have  been  made  to  the 
Ministry,  the  following  particulars  are  published  for  g«ieral  Infonuatlou  and 
guidance: 

1.  The  reKtilalion  will  not  bo  enforced  In  Ute  case  of  purdiasea  made  outside 
the  United  Kln^lom  until  the  metal  actually  reaches  thts.couqfry. 

2.  Export  orders  and  sales  lo  iiHIed  or  neutral  countries  through  authorized 
channels  will  be  treated  as  consumers*  orders. 

3.  It  Is  perniitisilile  for  merchants,  warehousemen,  and  retailers  to  r^lace 
metals  sold  iifler  Miirch  1,  3916,  by  the  purchase  of  an  Ofiuivalent  quantity  of 
the  same  metal,  I)nt  not  more,  oltliough  the  metal  so  purchased  may  not  be  the 
metal  actually  delivered  against  the  sale. 

4.  Transactions  will  not  be  permitted  except  under  special  license  from  tbe 
Ministry  of  Munitions  In  scrap  from  lil^-«peed  steel,  copper,  or  brass.  Trans- 
actions In  otiicr  scrap  metals  do  not  rcQulre  a  license. 

5.  Consumers  may  buy  for  tliclr  own  consumption  only. 


AUEKICAK  COirSirLAB  OFFICERS  OS  LEAVE  OF  ABSEHCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  arc  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  |»lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Nome. 

Post. 

Exr^ln- 
tkmnC 
v«nue. 

AAdren. 

NcvfllB.  Edwin  L  

TaihoVii  Tnlwan 

Apr.  1 
Apr.  i 

Apr.  25 

1'«7S  W«st  mh  stmt,  n«TTl&nl,  Ohio. 
Century  (lub,  7  Vital  43d  Stnet,  Hew 
York  City. 

(-) 

Bradley,  \\'illluni  UatrisoD. . . 
Lawton,  E.  M  

Uaiitrcal,  Canada 
Togiicigalpa,  Honduras 

■The  ItlD^rary  of  CodkuI  fjawton  Is  soDntaDUally  an  foUons:  Cbattaoooga.  Uar.  2tt  to 
Apr.  1 ;  Claclunutl,  Apr.  2  to  10 ;  WaEliington,  Apr.  17  to  29. 


Canadian  buyera  expect  that  molasses  prices  will  be  maintained 
nt  a  high  leveU  bccttuse  of  the  high  price  of  sugar  and  lack  of  slap- 
ping space,  according  to  reports  from  Consul  Felix  S.  S.  Johnsoii 
at  Kingston,  Ontario^ 
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PATEHT  lODICnrES  POFULAK  IS  VKHEZUiOA. 

rCoDBol  Homer  Brett,  La  Goalra,  Fe1>.  20.1 

linports  oi  dm^  and  medicines  into  Venezuela  for  the  first  six 
months  of  1915  were  valued  at  $264,790,  and  for  1914:  the  year's  total 
-was  $i72,452,  com])ared  with  $540,400  in  l!)l;i,  $(J;14,8J).S  in  1912,  and 
$494,924  in  1911.  The  United  States  supplied  a  much  Inrg^er  propor- 
ti<m  of  the  total  in  the  first  half  of  1915  than  in  the  preceding  years. 
In  the  six  months*  period  the  TJnit«d  States  furnished  drugs  and 
medicines  to  the  value  of  $177^63.  France  has  usually  been  its  near- 
est competitor,  but  in  the  1915  period  Great  Britam  held  second 
place,  largely  because  of  the  great  decrease  in  French  shipments. 
Proprietary  medicines  hold  an  important  place  in  the  list  and  ara 
popular  in  Venezula. 

Before  a  medicinal  preparation  can  be  sold  to  the  public  an  appli- 
cation for  a  permit  accompanied  by  two  samples  must  be  submitted 
to  the  Junta  de  Examen  de  la  Sanidad  Nacional  in  Caracas,  and  every 
package  offered  for  sale  must  bear  a  label  stating  the  nunkber  of  th« 
permit  ihe  size  of  the  dose,  and  the  quantity  of  each  active  ingredient 
contained  in  each  dose. 

It  is  customary  to  say  that  in  this  market  nothing  can  be  sold  for 
cosh,  but  this  is,  of  course,  only  relatively  true,  for  if  a  manufac- 
turer created  a  demand  for  his  product  by  advertising  and  refused  to 
sell  except  for  cash,  dealers  would  purchase  through  New  York  com- 
mission firms,  as  many  do  now  in  obtaining  numerous  articles. 
Xaay  Kedleiaes  Sold  Iliroaf  h  Commlssioii  Agents. 

Usual  credit  terms  in  the  drug  trade  vary  from  90  to  120  days, 
and  there  is  said  to  be  little  risk  in  dealing  with  the  principal  firms, 
as  they  are  E^rong  and  long-established  houses.  Many  medicines 
are  sold  through  commission  ag^ts  in  Caracas,  and  if  the  agent 
secured  is  an  energetic  one  there  is  no  doubt  that  a  greater  volume 
of  sales  can  be  attained  in  this  way  than  by  any  other.  The  exclusive 
n^ncy  offers  other  advantages  in  that  one  person  can  look  after  the 
distribution  of  circulars,  ploce  newspaper  advertisingj  obtain  per^ 
mits,  and  receive  consolidated  shipments. 

The  f i-eight  lines  from  New  York  to  Venezuela  are  the  Red  "  D  " 
steamships,  Bliss,  Dallet  &  Co.,  agents,  and  the  Royal  Dutch  W.  L 
Mail,  Funch,  Edye  &  Co.,  New  York  agents.  The  Scandella  line 
sends  an  occasional  vessel  from  New  York  to  Ciudad  Bolivar. 

Several  American  medicines  have  a  constant  sale  in  this  country. 
Scott  &  Bowne  found  it  worth  while  to  install  a  factory  which  has 
been  in  successful  operation  for  a  long  time. 

[A  list  of  Om^sts,  pharmadsta,  and  ogoits  for  medicines  in  TeneBuela 
may  be  obtained  from  tlie  Barean  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Gonuuerce  or  fta 
district  offices.  Kefer  to  file  Na  73784.] 

District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestio  Coamerae. 

Hew  York,  Boom  409  ITnited  States  CnstomhoTise;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
Vnlted  States  Cnttomhoase ;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  408  Third 
Vatiosal  Bank  Building;  AtlanU,  521  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1030 
Hlbenila  Bank  Building;  Ban  Traaoisoo,  S04  United  States  Onstomhoase;  Seattle, 
MS  Alaska  Bnilding.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland.  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cinoinnati,  New  Orleans  A  Texas 
^ci^  Ky.  Co.,  Cincinnati;  Lo>  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board 
of  Oommeroe;  niUadelphfa,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Sonth  Amerloaa  Agent, 
loatt«ni  i^.  Oo^,  Ohattaaooga,  Tean. 
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THE  HOBWEOIAK  PAPER  HABEET  SVUZHO  191S. 

[Weekly  BullctlD,  Cnnadtan  Depsrtmeat  of  Trade  tmd  Commerce,  M«r.  13.1 

According  to  the  Norwegian  trade  paper  Tidsskrift  for  Fapir- 
industry.  the  year  1915  ivas  full  of  surprises  for  makers  as  well  as 

for  consumers.  The  makers  have  had  serious  difficulties  in  obtain- 
ing requisites  and  coal.  They  have  also  experienced  disagreeable 
surprises  in  regard  to  the  cost  of  production.  Moreover,  makers 
and  consumers  agree  that  the  liigh  prices  now  being  demanded  and 
those  paid  at  the  end  of  the  year  are  quite  unusual. 

In  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  there  was  comparatively  little 
activity.  Prices  were  generally  low  and  hardly  profitable.  The 
second  quarter  showed  a  considerable  improvement,  with  a  heavy 
demand  and  an  unusually  rapid  rise  in  prices,  while  the  character* 
istics  of  tlie  tliird  and  fourth  quarters  were  the  ever-advancing 
prices,  the  full  order  books  with  nil  mills,  and,  consequently,  thi 
serious  difficulties  in  filling  the  requirements  of  customers. 

Fluetttfttlons  ia  Frlees. 

An  idea  of  the  year's  fluctuations  will  be  seen  in  the  following 
prices  per  long  ton  f .  o.  b.  Norway ; 


Kinds  of  paper. 

Jtamary, 
1915. 

DeOFIDbM, 

1015. 

KiadS4rf  piper. 

JamHuy, 
U1& 

Deenntar, 

iwi  ■ 

moo 

42.87 
I64.00-W.67 
80.00 

tS3.33-a».O0 
61.  S3 
106.97 
133.33 

OrdtDar^l[.O.Ci^0 

iai.S3 

««.« 

ol^ied  «oo(i-Cr»» 

As  mentioned  above,  the  cost  of  production  has  been  heavily  in- 
creased during  the  year,  but  not  in  proportion  to  the  prices  obtained 
now,  so  that  those  mills  which  are  not  at  present  bound  to  old  ooa* 
tracts  should  now  make  a  confflderable  profit 

Wood-Pnlp  Harket  During  1615. 

The  year  1915  can  hardly  be  described  as  satisfactory  from  the 
point  of  view  of  pulp  makers.  Part  of  Norway's  production  was 
probably  tied  up  to  old  contracts,  the  selling  price  of  which  doubtless 
made  it  difficult  to  make  business  profitable.  The  cost  of  all  kinds  of 
raw  materials  has  been  on  a  mounting  scale  throughout  the  year, 
whereas  during  the  first  nine  months  of  1915  selling  prices  kept  sat- 
isfactory. When  the  autumn  set  in,  prices  for  all  kinds  of  chemical 
wood  pulp  became  firm,  and  the  year  expired  with  high  and  rising 
prices  and  nn  exceedingly  firm  market.  In  the  middle  of  December 
the  quotations  were  per  English  ton  f.  o.  b.  South  Norway:  For 
bleached  sulphite,  $80.67;  easy  bleaching  sulphite,  $61.33;  strong 
sulphite  and  la  aft  pulp, $50.67-457.33.  Witli  navigation  closed  in  the 
Baltic  and  supplies  from  Germany,  Austria,  and  England  cut  off, 
prices  should  continue  to  be  in  the  favor  of  the  sellers. 

Since  December  the  prices  have  continued  rising,  and  the  latest 
quotations  are  now  (February)  f.  o.  b.  South  Norway:  Bleached 
sulphite,  $106.67;  easy  blenching  sulphite,  $72;  strong  sulphite,  $61; 
kraft  pulp,  $60.67. 
Xeoltaiiieal  Wood  Pulp. 

Dry  mechanical  wood  pulp  was  firm  all  year,  with  good  prioe& 
The  quotation  is  now  $20.33.  Moist  mwhanicaK  wood  palp  has  99 
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usual  fluctuated  surprisingly.  The  year  opened  with  exceedingly 
unfavorable  prices,  hardly  above  the  cost  of  manufacture.  After- 
ward, however,  prices  rose  gradually  and  kept  about  $10.13  to  $10.67 
during  the  last  half  of  the  year.  Little  fi-esh  business  for  next  year 
has  been  negotiated,  while  sellers'  idea  of  price  is  varying  between 
$12  and  $13.33  f.  o.  b.  The  chai-terino;  for  sucli  a  chenj)  article  as 
mtust  mechaiiical  pulp  is  exceedingly  difiicult,  and  this  makes  busi- 
ness difficult  to  arrange.  Stocks  ore  moderate,  with  no  reason  for  a 
declining  market,  whereas  there  ought  to  be  high  prices  owing  to  the 
enormous  increase  in  cost  of  manufacture. 


VISITOXS  AT  THE  BUBEAU  07  STANDABBS. 

Eepresentatives  of  many  firms  and  laboratories  have  recently 
visited  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards  to  discuss  questions 
of  industrial  importance  with  the  bureau.  The  many  different  sub- 
jects upon  which  information  was  sought  included  the  testing  of 
coal,  inks,  typewriter  ribbons,  carbon  papers,  and  roller  composi- 
tions, bleach  for  newspapers,  process  for  making  oil  gas,  process  fw 
the  recovery  of  old  papers,  standardizing  paper  ba^  for  various 
usee,  possibilities  of  die  casting  in  brass,  etc. 

The  New  York  Public  Service  Commission  desired  advice  as  to 
the  equipment  for  17  proposed  gas-testing  laboratories  for  New 
York.  The  Gypsum  Industries  Association  wanted  informatitm  as 
to  tile  effect  of  a  8<^ution  of  gypsum  upon  metal  embedded  in  gyp- 
sum. The  chief  accountant  ana  assistant  of  a  large  telephone  and 
telegraph  company  sought  information  that  would  enable  the  com- 
pany to  purchase  paper  under  deBnite  specifications  in  the  same  way 
that  paper  is  purchased  by  the  United  States  Govemmoit.  Several 
Japanese  technical  and  scientific  men  visited  the  bureau  for  examina- 
tion of  metal  investigations. 

Among  the  visitors  was  the  representative  of  a  large  eastern  manu- 
facturer of  high-grade  paper,  who  has  begim  to  place  uncoated  blae- 
print  paper  on  the  market  which  is  fully  equal  to  the  best  imported 
papers. 


ANOTHEE  "  EBOONLAHD  "  HEBO  APFEABS. 

Ingolf  Loode,  who  was  a  member  of  the  crew  of  the  steamship 
Kro^dand  at  the  time  tiie  steamship  Vdltumo  burned  in  the  North 
Atlantic  0(^n,  in  October,  1918,  and  who  was  one  of  the  40  men  that 
manned  the  boats  and  saved  89  persons  from  that  steamer,  has  ap- 
peared in  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  and  made  known  his  identity.  Conse- 
quently Secretary  of  Commerce  Eedfield  has  forwarded  to  the  collec- 
tor of  customs  at  San  Francisco,  for  delivery  to  Mr.  Loodcj  the  medal 
awarded  to  him  by  Congi-ess  because  of  his  participation  in  the 
rescue. 

Old  negatives  are  being  used  over  again  by  French  photographers, 
according  to  an  interview  in  the  Journal  des  Debats,  in  which  it  is 
stated  that  the  scarcity  of  suitable  glass  has  produced  serious  diffi- 
culties. 
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FOREiair  TBABE  OFPOB!rninTIE& 

Bertrred  addressee  may  Iw  obtained  from  tlw  BnreKw  and  fta  MmtrM  oBeea.  BcqoHt 
.   for  eacb  opportunity  vboald  be  on  a  separate  sbeet  and  tbo  flie  auKber  gfTcn. 

•Piece  goods  and  novcltiea,  No.  20^3. — A  firm  in  Bast  Africa  Informs  an  Aaier* 
icnn  consular  officer  tiiat  It  desires  to  receive  catalogue*,  price  lists,  aod 
full  information  from  American  manufacturers  of  beau^  brushes,  am 
bands,  ash  trays,  dog  collars,  flour  sifters,  hats  and  caps,  magic  lai^no^ 
rubber-type  printing  sets,  stepladtters,  tape  measure^  tea  stralnwa,  wail 
puper,  and  piece  goods. 

Bosierff,  gloves,  safety  pins,  etc.,  No.  20554.— A  Arm  in  the  United  States  writes 
that  ita  (vrrcsponcleut  In  Denmaric  Is  in  the  market  for  sIIIe  and  t»tTOQ 
hosiery  and  cotton  gloves  for  women,  nickeled  brass  safety  pins,  and  cow  tog 
pencils. 

Pharmaocvtical  ooods,  etc..  No.  20555. — A  firm  In  Italy  informs  an  American 
consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  purclmse  clinic  thermometers,  pharna- 
ceutlcal  goods,  and  chemicals.  Deferences  are  given.  Correspondence  may 
be  in  English. 

Oils  and  motor  accegsories,  textiles,  etc..  No.  2055G. — An  American  consular 
officer  In  Denmark  reports  that  a  firm  In  his  district  desires  to  represent, 
on  a  commission  basis,  American  manufacturers  of  techno-chemicai  articles, 
cyde  and  motor  accessories,  oils,  paints  and  colors,  ow^ge  and  twtaM, 
textiles,  hardware,  etc. 

BleoMeal  *upplie»,  iHnes,  etc.  No.  2(357.— A  Arm  In  India  writes  that  it  deslrw 
to  establish  commercial  relations  with  American  manufacturers  and  ex* 
porters  of  wines,  chemicals,  optloil  goods,  toys,  seAvlog  madiliira,  electrkal 
supplies,  motor  cars  and  accessories,  motorcycles,  blcyclea,  and  baby  car- 
riages. 

Novelties,  toyt,  Jettchen  ut&nHli,  etc..  No.  20558. — ^An  American  consular  ofieer 
In  Canoda  reports  that  a  firm  In  Iiis  district  desires  to  be  placed  In  toadi 
with  American  nianufticturers  and  exporters  of  novelties  of  all  kinds,  tnjs, 
house  and  kitchen  uteiisllH,  stationery,  advertising  novelties,  window  dis- 
plays, etc.   Iteforcnce  is  given. 

Qrocerica,  etc..  No.  20.'i59. — A  firm  in  Australia  Informs  an  Aiunican  consular 
officer  that  it  desires  to  communicate  with  American  exporters  otgrooeffes^ 
sauces,  preserveil  fish  (especiiilly  sardines),  nml  canned  goods. 

'Agrictttttiral  implemnits,  hardtrarc,  etc..  No.  20560. — An  American  consular 
officer  in  East  Africa  reports  that  a  firm  In  Ms  district  desires  to  recrive 
catalopue.s  nml  full  information  from  American  manufacturers  of  ogricol- 
tural  hnplciiK'iits.  llfiht  imrdwai-e,  lamps  for  carriascs,  laundry  machinery, 
meat  mincers,  and  Portland  cement.   Corresiwndence  may  be  In  Englisli. 

Sewing  and  knilthig  machines,  etc..  No.  20561. — A  firm  In  Russia  informs  an 
American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  receive  catalogues,  quotatltwa, 
and  full  Information  from  American  manufacturers  and  exportws  of  sew- 
ing and  knitting  macldnes;  I>ras8  and  irou  hand  pumps;  rotary  centrlfi^I 
pumps,  etc.;  straro  and  electrical  pumps;  hand  saws;  and  flies.  Oorre< 
spondencc  and  literature  umy  be  In  Englisli.  Quotatirais  may  be  In  Ameri- 
can currency,  f.  o.  b.  New  York  or  San  Francisco.   References  are  giren. 

Leather,  etc..  No.  20502. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Nor\Toy  reports  that 
a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  ho  placed  In  touch  wltli  American  m-inuCnc- 
turers  of  Eiazcd  l;iO,  patent  leatlier,  box  calf,  weltintre,  and  all  kinds  of 
slioe  mntorial.  Samples  and  Quotations  sliould  be  sonL  It  is  stated  that 
cash  will  be  paid  njtainst  documents  In  New  York.  Correspondence  may 
be  In  EnKllsii,   References  nro  given. 

Ifails,  No.  205G3. — A  man  in  Guatemala  Informs  an  American  consular  officer 
that  he  desires  to  receive  quotations  on  1,  IJ,  2,  8,  4,  5,  6,  and  7  inch  wire 
nails.  It  is  stated  that  the  tlrst  order  will  be  for  at  least  1  ton.  Tenns 
deslre<l  are  either  cash  or  60  days'  credit.  References  ore  e\ven. 

Uov^-pictvrc  films  and  apparatus.  No.  20564. — An  American  consular  oflSctf 
In  Spain  writes  that  a  man  in  his  district  desires  to  repreemt,  oo  a  com- 
mission basis,  American  manufacturers  of  movlng-pieture  Alms  and  a|^ 
paratua.  Uef^nces  are  glveou  Oorrespondeoce  may  be  In  BngUah. 

WAsnixQToir ;  noTwiintatTT  rimne  nwira  wi 
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FBOHIBinON  OH  CEBTAIN  LUXUBIES  IN  UNITED  EINODOU. 

tCablegram  from  American  Consul  General,  London,  Uar.  22.] 

An  order  in  council  of  March  21, 1916,  in  effect  March  27,  prohibits 
the  importtaion  of  the  following  articles  into  the  United  Kingdom, 
except  under  license  from  the  Board  of  Trade :  Automobiles  and  auto- 
mobile chassis,  motorcycles,  and  parts  and  accessories  of  automobiles 
and  motor  cycles  other  than  tires  (with  the  exception  of  automobiles, 
chassis,  and  parts  and  accessories  of  automobiles  which  are  at  present 
exempt  from  import  duty) ;  musical  instruments,  including  gramo- 
phones, pianolas,  and  other  similar  instruments,  and  accessories,  com- 
ponent parts,  and  records  therefor;  spirits  and  strong  waters  of  all 
kinds,  except  brandy  and  rum. 

As  stated,  above,  the  prohibition  does  not  apply  to  articles  imported 
under  Board  of  Trade  license.  Licenses  will  not  in  general  be  issued 
except  upon  evidence  that  goods  were  en  route  for  the  United  King- 
dom or  were  paid  for  on  March  21,  1916. 

[As  reported  in  Commerce  Rbfobts  for  Feb.  25,  1916,  the  fol- 
lowing motor  vehicles  are  exempt  from  duty  under  the  law  of  Dec. 
23,  1915:  Motor  cars  which  are  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Customs  and  Excise  to  be  constructed  and  adapted 
for  use  and  intended  to  be  used  solely  as  motor  omnibuses  or  motor 
ambulances  or  in  connection  with  the  conveyance  of  goods  or  burden 
in  the  coui"se  of  trade  or  husbandry  or  by  a  local  authority  as  fire 
engines  or  otherwise  for  the  purposes  of  their  fire  brigade  service  and 
chassis,  component  parts,  and  accessories  which  are  so  proved  to  be 
intended  to  be  used  solely  for  any  such  motor  cars.] 

Argentina's  Increased  Imports  from  United  States. 

Argentina  imported  $54,193,342  worth  of  goods  from  the  United 
States  in  1915,  or  $18,792,852  more  than  in  1914.  The  Handels- 
Zeitung,  of  Buenos  Aires,  points  out  that  in  the  first  half  of  1915 
Argentina's  imports  from  the  XTnited  States  were  but  little  more  than 
in  Kie  last  half  of  1914,  but  in  the  second  half  of  1915  the  figures  were 
doubled.  [A  general  report  on  Argentina's  foreign  commerce  in 
1915  appeared  m  Commebce  Retobts  for  Mar.  6.] 

2H90*-19  1169 
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DEUAHD  FOS  HABBWAAE  AT  HOHOEONa. 

[Conaol  Oeneral  Oeorfie  B.  AadenoB,  Feb.  11.] 

There  is  a  marked  shortage  in  the  supply  of  cutlery  and  in  almost 
all  lines  of  hardware  in  Hongkong  and  the  Far  East  generally.  De- 
niund  for  American-made  goods  of  this  class  has  been  increasing, 
and  in  some  lines  is  such  that  American  manufacturers  can  sell  about 
all  the  goods  they  can  make  and  for  which  they  can  secure  freight 
space.  Previous  to  the  war  a  large  share  of  the  hardware  business, 
and  especially  the  cutlery  branch,  was  in  German  goods.  With  the 
advent  of  the  war  the  supply  of  such  goods  from  Germany  was 
shut  off,  but,  with  their  usual  disposition  not  to  buy  on  a  rising  mar- 
ket, the  Chinese  dealers  were  disposed  to  wait  for  lower  prices  oefore 
renewing  stocks.  The  result  has  been  that  all  stocks  of  cheap  cutlery 
and  many  other  items  in  the  hardware  list  have  been  practically 
exhausted,  and  now  all  such  dealers  come  into  the  market  at  once 
for  the  renewal  of  their  stocks.  Large  orders  have  been  placed  in 
England,  but  are  being  filled  slowly.  Orders  placed  in  the  United 
States  also  are  leas  welcome  than  they  would  hare  been  a  year  a^ 
While  raucli  of  Uiis  trade  is  temporary  in  its  nature,  the  opportunity 
now  offered  is  one  which  enables  American  manufacturers  to  intro- 
duce their  goods  into  a  market  that  knows  little  of  them  in  many 
lines. 

Higher-grade  hardware,  like  tools,  is  coming  almost  exclusively 
at  present  from  England  and  the  United  States,  with  the  proportion 
from  the  latter  increasing  considerably.  Prices  have  advanced  on 
some  goods  beyond  a  point  where  they  are  purchased  by  the  average 
Chinese  user.  The  volume  of  imports  of  all  such  goods  is  far  below 
normal.  Deliveries  in  most  such  lines  from  the  United  States  at  the 
present  time  are  not  being  promised  before  autumn. 

SIFHOn  BOTTLES  IK  TRADE  OF  BABCELONA 

[Consul  General  Carl  Ba,lle;  Hurst.  Biroelona.  Spain,  Jan.  29.] 

Before  the  war  Barcelona  imported  5,000  to  6,000  siphon  bottles 
each  year,  chietly  from  Bohemia.  Their  cost  was  approximately 
$0.26  apiece  to  the  Spanish  dealer.  Two  ordinary  varieties  of  siphon 
bottles  are  manufactured  in  this  district,  the  commoner  being  cylin- 
drical, of  greenish  color,  and  sold  to  the  bottlers  at  $0.16  apiece. 
There  is  also  a  blue  cylindrical  siphon  bottle  produced  in  the  island 
of  Miillorca  and  sold  at  $0.15  apiece. 

All  the  Spanish  siphon  bottles,  made  with  a  resistance  of  17  at- 
mospheric pressures,  are  sold  f.  o.  b.  with  2  per  cent  discount  for 
breakage  and  a  further  2  per  cent  to  the  bottlers  who  are  in  a  unim. 
All  of  these  makes,  including  the  imported  kind,  have  a  capaci^  of 
85  centiliters  (0.89817  of  a  quart).  The  siphons  are  sold  without 
the  metal  tops,  which  are  made  in  Barcelona  and  put  on  at  the  bot- 
tling establishments.  It  is  stated  that  the  siphon  bottles  of  Spanish 
manufacture  serve  their  purpose  fairly  well,  but  that  they  bieak 
more  readily  than  the  Bohemian  glass. 

[The  nnme  of  two  siphon -bottle  in.nnufacttirers.  a  locnl  deolor  Id  tiottllng 
mnchlnery.  nnd  a  bottling  efrtabllstmient  owned  by  the  vice  president  of  the 
Uprated  Water  Bottlers'  Union  may  be  obtained  from  tbe  Bureaa  of  Foreign 

1  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  olflcea   Befer  to  file  Hq,  73,800.  Ooc^ 

wndence  should  be  in  Spanisbu] 
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CANADA'S  GOLD  AND  SUVEB  FBOBUCTIOH. 

[Monetary  Times  of  Canada,  Mar.  17.] 

Canada's  total  production  of  gold  in  placer  and  mill  bullion  and  in 
smelter  products  m  1915  is  estimated  at  916,076  fine  ounces,  valued  at 
$18,936,971,  as  compared  with  773,178  fine  ounces,  valued  at  $15,- 
083,007,  in  1914.  Although  the  production  has  more  than  doubled 
since  1907,  it  has  not  yet  reached  the  high  mark  attained  during 
Klondike's  best  years.  The  1915  output  was  exceeded  during  each 
of  the  four  years  from  1899  to  1902.  • 

Of  the  total  production  in  1915,  about  $5,550,987  was  derived  from 
placer  and  alluvial  mining,  $9,195,307  in  bullion  und  refined  gold, 
and  $4,230,677  contained  in  matte,  blister  copper,  residues,  and  ores 
exported. 

Outpnt  by  frovlnoes. 

Ontario  has  now  become  the  largest  gold -producing  Province  in 
Canada,  the  production  in  1915  from  15  properties  being  reported  as 
$8,386,956,  or  44  per  cent  of  the  total  production  in  Canada,  as 
against  a  production  in  1914  of  $5,545,509. 

The  production  in  British  Columbia  was  $5,629,982,  including 
$755,000  estimated  by  the  provincial  mineralogist  as  being  the  output 
of  placer  workings,  and  $4,873,982  recovered  from  milling  and  smelt- 
ing ores.  In  1914  the  production  was  $5^24,393,  including  $565,000 
from  placer  workings  and  $4,659,393  from  milling  and  smelting  ores. 

The  Yukon  production  in  1915,  including  a  small  recovery  from 
copper  ores,  was  $4,755,721,  a  decrease  of  $369,653  from  the  1914 
production. 
Silver  ProdttCtioii. 

The  production  of  silver  was  28,401,735  ounces,  valued  nt  $14,- 
088,397,  as  against  28,449,821  ounces  in  1914,  valued  at  $13,593,630. 
Silver  is  the  principal  metal  that  did  not  show  an  increased  produc- 
tion in  1915.  Though  the  falling  off  in  quantity  was  small,  the  de- 
crease in  total  value,  owing  to  the  lower  price  of  silver,  was 
$1,505^34,  or  over  9.6  per  cent.  Of  the  total  production  in  1915, 
24,653,057  ounces  is  credited  to  Ontario. 


FEBTTS  irSE  OF  UOTOB  T£HIG£ES  XDOTED. 

IConsal  General  WUHam  W.  Raadler,  Callao-Lima,  Pert],  Feb.  20.1 

Lima  is  practically  the  only  place  in  Peru  where  motor  vehicles  are 
used,  and  300  automobiles  is  a  liberal  estimate  of  the  number.  The 
majority  of  these  are  in  the  taxicab  service  and  are  of  American 
make.  The  private  cars  as  a  rule  are  of  European  make.  The 
streets  are  narrow  and  not  well  paved.  Outside  of  the  city  there  are 
practically  no  roads  on  which  an  automobile  can  be  run.  There  is 
only  one  electric  vehicle  in  Lima  and  probably  in  the  entire  Republic, 
80  lar  as  can  be  learned.  Very  few  of  the  stores  of  Lima  have  de- 
livery-wagon service,  and  there  is  only  one  motor  in  this  service. 

Electric  power  is  quite  extensively  used  in  this  district,  and  cur- 
rent for  charging  batteries  could  be  obtained  easily,  at  a  reasonable 
price.  The  possible  field  here  for  electric  vehicles  is  not  large  now, 
though  with  the  abundant  and  comparatively  cheap  electric  power 
there  might  be  created  a  small  demand  for  them. 
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GBEASE  Aim  POTASS  mOK.  SCOTTB  UaVOBS. 

[Consul  PrankUn  D.  llole,  HaddenOeld.  'Tt>c'*'MI.  Feb.  23.] 

A  business  man  of  Huddersfield,  who  hfts  scientifically  stadied 
the  subject  of  the  recovery  of  grease  and  potash  from  scour  liquOTS 
for  some  years,  has  developed  a  new  improved  patented  process  that 
is  claiming  attention  among  manufacturers. 

The  process  consists  in  using  the  waste  liquor  over  again  for 
scouring  purposes,  after  having  removed  the  grease,  and  continuuig 
this  cycle  of  operations  until  the  scouring  Uquor  is  ^officieDtly  rich 
in  poUsh  salts  to  be  profitably  evaporized. 

There  are  three  special  advantages  over  the  process  heretof<»«  m 
vogue:  An  extensive  evaporation  plant  is  not  necessar;^;  by  le* 
|}eatedl3r  using  the  same  liquor  in  the  bowls  a  great  saving  is  effected 
m  scouring  materials  j  and  the  plant  is  a  simp^  desdgn.  The  process 
of  working,  as  given  m  the  Textile  Mercury,  follows: 

A  fresh  scourinK  bowl  was  made  with  soap  and  potash  or  aoda.  The  gr^amr 
wool  Wils  passed  through  the  bowl  until  the  liquor  n*a3  too  dirty  for  use.  The 
liquor  was  then  AlwhnraeiX  from  the  muehiae  Into  small  settling  tanks.  Before 
eutoriuK  the  tanks  the  whole  of  the  valuable  wool  fiber  was  recovered  ffom 
the  Uquor  by  nMms  of  a  spedal  rotary  dU&  screen.  The  Uqnor  was  thra 
alltme<l  to  flow  throuKb  a  high-speed  centrifugal  toachloe  at  a  rate  of  2S0 
gnlloiis  per  hour.  A  r>eparatioD  Into  three  layers  toob  place  Just  In  a  ftimilar 
mjinuer  to  the  separation  which  tooh  place  la  ao  ordinary  settling  tank,  escept 
that  in  the  machine  the  s^nratlon  was  more  complete.  In  an  ordinary  tank 
the  sand  and  suspended  mutter  settled  to  the  bottom,  the  soapy  liquid  floated 
in  the  center,  and  some  grease  rose  to  the  surface.  In  the  case  of  an  ordinary 
settliiiK  tank  the  forie  of  gravitation  worked  vertically  through  the  liquid.  In 
a  centrifugal  machine  the  direction  of  gravitation  was  changeil  by  the  rapid 
n>tittlon  of  the  cage,  so  that  the  force  of  gravitation  was  exerted  In  a  bOTt- 
zontal  direction,  and.  moreover,  this  artificially  created  force  was  many  times 
greater  than  that  of  the  natural  variety.  The  sand  and  heavier  particles  con* 
talned  In  the  liquor  "  fell "  to  the  ^de  of  the  basket,  white  the  noapy  water 
occupied  an  Intcrmedlute  position,  und  the  wool  grease  vns  aearest  to  the 
center  of  the  basket.  In  u  scouring  liquor  which  had  been  used  only  once 
the  difference  in  gravity  between  the  emulsified  wool  grease  and  the  water  was 
conipiinttlvely  sllKht.  with  the  result  that  separation  In  the  centrifugal  did  not 
take  place  so  rapi<Hy  as  when  the  scouring  liquor,  oning  to  frequent  nae,  bad 
bec<ime  more  saturated  with  mineral  salts,  conslsttng  chiefly  of  potash. 

After  this  saturation  separation  In  the  centrifugal  was  more  rapid  and 
more  complete. 

Tlie  result  of  the  first  centrlfuging  was  to  remove  the  whole  of  the  sand 
and  like  impurities,  also  about  75  per  cent  of  the  grease.  Neither  soap  nor 
potash  wns  rem(ive<l.  The  liquor  has  a  translocent  appearance,  and  In  tbis 
conilitlon  It  was  sent  back  to  the  scouring  bowl  with  a  farther  batch  of  wooL 
When  again  ttic  liquor  became  saturated  with  grease  it  was  passed  through 
the  centrifugal  machine,  and  the  cycle  of  cqwrntions  continued  until  It  coa- 
taineil  between  6  and  8  per  cent  of  potash,  when  It  was  finally  cmtriftiged, 
and  subsequently  treated  for  the  recovery  of  potash. 

In  thia  way  the  scouring  liquor  could  be  used  over  again  fnar  five 
times.  The  scouring  materials  could  thus  be  reduced  to  a  quarter  of  what 
would  otherwise  be  required  to  scour  an  equal  weljrtit  of  wool,  ond  this  saving 
alone  was  very  considerable.  Tlie  Increased  concentration  of  the  liquor  In  no 
way  adversely  afTecteil  the  wool.  On  the  contrary  it  ^^eared  to  have  a  soAer 
handle  than  in  the  ordinary  scouring  procesa, 


A  list  of  the  principal  hotels  in  Winnipeg  and  in  the  Prorince  of 
Manitoba  has  been  received  from  Consul  General  Frederick  M. 
Eyder  at  Winnipeg,  and  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  For- 
eign and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  officea   Befer  to  file 

^o.  73983. 
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GOlOaS&CUL  EXHIBIT  IK  CABLSBAS. 

IConsnl  Wallace  J.  Touds,  Carlsbad,  Austria.  Feb.  IS.] 


The  advantages  of  havingr  an  exhibit  of  American  manufactures 
in  Carlsbad  at  the  close  of  the  war  should  be  considered  by  Ameri- 
can manufacturers. 

Carlsbad  is  one  of  the  most  widely  visited  cure  cities  of  the  world. 
In  the  three  years  immediately  preceding  1914  an  average  of  68,300 
visitors  were  registered  as  paying  tlie  local  cure  tax;  that  is,  an 
average  of  68,300  visitors  stayed  at  Carlsbad  more  than  eight  days. 
It  is  estimated  that  in  addition  an  average  of  some  75,000  visitors 
were  here  each  year  for  a  shorter  period.  These  do  not  include  the 
25,000  to  30,000  cure  guests  and  visitors  who  while  stopping  in  the 
immediately  adjoining  towns  spend  the  bulk  of  their  time  here. 
In  the  three  years  visitors  from  practically  every  country  of  the 


Hungai-Ians  (m  1912,  19,000),  followed  by  Germans  (in  1912, 
18,000),  Russians  (in  1912,  11,500),  and  Americans  (in  1912,  3,000). 

Articles  SitKK«sted  for  Exhlbitton. 

It  is  thought  that  the  lines,  the  exhibition  of  which  would  have 
the  most  success,  are  office  furniture,  supplies,  and  labor-saving  de- 
vices, and  home  labor  saving  and  economical  devices. 

A  few  years  ago  a  well-known  American  company  sent  a  repre- 
sentative through  this  country  giving  lectures,  illustrated  by  a  stere- 
optician.  It  is  said  that  as  a  result  some  9,000  pieces  of  its  products 
were  sold  in  this  section  of  Bohemia  alone. 

Fuel,  both  coal  and  gas,  is  expensive.  It  is  believed,  however,  that 
if  properly  demonstrated,  gas  ranges  would^  have  a  sale  here,  par- 
ticularly if  fireless  cookers  also  were  exhibited  and  demonstrated. 
Two  brands  of  German  fireless  cookers  are  used  here  to  a  limited 
extent.  In  general,  however,  their  use  and  economy  does  not  seem 
here  to  be  appreciated.  With  a  working  exhibit,  American  food 
products  could  be  used— thus  introducing  another  line. 

While  vacuum  carpet  cleaners  are  now  to  be  foimd  on  sale  in  Carls- 
bad, the  writer  is  informed  that  they  are  used  almost  entirely  in 
hotels. 

It  must  not  be  thought  that  the  majority  of  the  visitors  to  such  a' 
place  as  this  are  not  business  men  and  consequently  not  interested  in 
these  articles.  On  the  contraiy,  a  large  pei'centa^  are  men  of  busi- 
ness and  affairs  who  come  here  to  preserve  or  regain  their  health,  and 
who  would  be  attracted  by  such  an  exhibit. 

Sents  in  the  limited  district  are  high.  However,  many  shops  and 
more  storerooms  are  at  present  for  rent  than  there  have  been  in 
years.  It  would  probably  pay  to  keep  such  an  exhibit  open  only 
from  April  until  October — when  the  largest  percentage  of  the  lisi- 
tors  are  here.  The  display  room,  however,  would  have  to  be  rented 
for  the  entire  year. 


The  Revista  Economica  of  Tegucigalpa  gives  the  customs  receipts 
of  Honduras  at  $1,035,815  in  1915,  a  decrease  of  28.18  per  cent  from 
the  receipts  of  1914.  The  figures  for  December,  however,  were 
nearly  double  Uiose  of  the  month  of  November,  and  it  is  believed  that 
importo  will  continue  to  increase. 


world  were 


number  were  Austrians  and 


Cmtoms  Receipts  of  Honduras  in  1915. 
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COHDinONS  IS  NOTTII70HAH  LACE  TS&DE. 

[CoDstil  C.  M.  Ultcb,  Nottlogbam,  England,  Mar.  l.I 

There  was  a  decided  improvemeot  in  the  Nottingham  lace  market 
during  Jamiary,  lOlG,  as  c<  mparad  with  the  like  month  of  last  year, 
the  increase  in  the  exports  to  the  United  States  amounting  to  25  per 
cent.  However,  there  was  a  very  considerable  falling  oS  during 
February,  the  gain  over  February,  1915,  being  only  2^  per  cent,  whicE 
brought  the  average  increase  for  the  two  months  over  the  oorre^xmd- 
ine  nericd  of  lOlii  down  to  13J  per  cent. 

The  increase  in  exports  is  attributed  to  the  fact  that  there  has  been 
a  heavy  demand  in  the  United  States  for  laces  in  costume  designs, 
for  evening  gowns,  fancy  underwear,  neckwear,  and  summer  dresses. 
Blouse  and  petticoat  manufacturers  have  also  been  using  large  quan- 
tities of  laces.  The  latest  Parisian  models  of  these  garments  are  de- 
scribed as  "  literally  smothered  in  lace,"  and  the  same  is  true  of 
infants*  wear.  Net  laces  appear  to  be  prime  favorites,  but  there  is  a 
good  dem.Tnd  for  any  kind  that  can  be  utilized  for  trimming  purposes. 
It  is  expected  tiiat  Chnntilly  laces  and  kindred  styles  will  be  much 
in  vogue.  Handmade  Normandy  and  Brittany  lac^  which  have 
come  to  the  front  lately,  will  be  widely  used  in  ccmjunction  with 
Chantilly  laces  and  6ouncings.  Metal  lacee  are  still  being  employed 
tor  evening  wear,  but  their  use  is  chiefly  restricted  to  winter. 

Cut  Veilings  the  Most  Popular. 

In  veilings  a  return  has  been  made  to  the  cut  lengths,  although 

mnny  "mfulc-nps"  are  still  demanded.  The  former  include  bor- 
dered Teiiin^.s.  those  with  chenille  effects  being  the  best  sellers.  Many 
of  these  are  in  black,  but  there  is  a  very  fair  prospect  for  white,  parti- 
colored, navy,  purple,  brown,  taupe,  blue  burgundy,  and  various 
other  new  shades.  Elaborately  draped  veils  having  as  decorations 
flower  mf-tifs,  scroll  patterns,  sprays,  or  designs  in  shadow  effects  are 
also  in  high  favor.  Some  of  these  elaborations  are  blends  of  two  or 
three  kinds  of  laces  and  are  grouping  of  several  colors  in  which 
delicate  touches  of  gold  or  silver  are  introduced.  It  is  needless  to 
«iy  that  such  laces  are  quite  expensive.  Veilings  with  hexaenn 
jneshes  are  first  favorites,  but  there  is  also  a  good  demand  for  other 
grounds. 

The  demand  for  embroidery  continues  to  expand,  and  the  Not- 
tingham manufacturers  are  extending  their  plants. 


Demand  for  6  and  10  Gent  Storei. 

Consul  Henry  H.  Balch,  at  Yarmouth,  Nova  Scotia,  reports  that 
there  appears  to  be  an  excellent  opportunity  for  the  establishment  of 
a  5  and  10  cent  store  in  Yarmouth,  and  pMsiblv  in  Kentville,  Wolf- 

ville,  Sholbume,  and  Higby.  This  trade  would  have  the  large  sum- 
mer tniiri.^t  population  to  draw  on  in  addition  to  the  permanent 
population  of  the  district 

There  were  314.131  tons  of  coal,  valued  at  $1,275,882,  Invoiced  at  the 
American  consulate  at  Nagasaki.  Japan,  for  the  Philippine  Islands 
during  1915,  compared  with  313,855  tons,  valued  at  $1,254,916,  for 
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STBAITS  SETTLEHEHTS  PBODITCTS  FOB  TTHITEI)  STATES. 

There  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  value  of  the  exports  from 
the  Straits  Settlements  to  the  United  States  during  last  year  com- 
pared with  the  preceding  year.  The  articels  certifiwi  at  the  Ameri- 
can consulate  general  at  Singapore  for  shipment  were  valued  at 
$48,404,286,  against  $19,614,402  for  1914.  This  large  increase  was 
due  to  the  greater  shipments  in  tin,  rubber,  rattans,  jelutong,  pepper, 
and  other  articles.  The  following  table  shows  some  of  the  principal 
articles  with  their  value  invoiced  at  the  consulate  general  for  the 
United  States  during  the  past  two  years: 


Arddu. 

in4 

igu 

ArtlelM. 

1914 

lOlS 

Sfi30,655 
414,000 
136,274 

504, 9zr 
268,  S» 

31S,343 

M5,&28 
112,677 
197,013 

S201,S16 
43.636 

315,119 
331,275 
137,983 
647, R04 

5,747,040 
137,342 
29,213 

8,736,076 

$54,381 
43,933 

336,361 
&2.S,863 
40,789 
1,007.200 
25,043,863 
224,281 
74,390 
17,001,043 

$516,663 
77,482 

4SS.047 
331,256 

Qvm: 

Peppen 

Blact  

White  

Pineapples,  preserved  

OnltDjelDtoDK: 

Rattans  

I,30a,005 
82,910 
66,944 

Tin  

According  to  invoices  certified  at  the  American  consular  agency  at 
Penang,  the  exports  of  tin  to  the  United  States  increased  m  value 
from  $5,929,680  for  1914  to  $6,929,589  for  1915.  Other  important 
exports  for  1915  were  as  follows:  Plantation  rubber,  $2,609,749; 
tapioca,  $256,935 ;  black  pepper,  $301,364 ;  and  white  pepper,  $205,405. 


OEBUAN  TBADE  WITH  S0T7TH  AFRICA. 

A  review  of  the  German  trade  with  South  Africa  before  the  war 
is  published  by  the  Cape  Times  of  Cape  Town.  Attention  is  called 
to  the  fact  that  in  1913  the  imports  from  Germany  amounted  to 
$16,562,846,  and  that  for  four  years  they  had  approximated  that 
figure.  Even  in  1914  the  figures  were  $11,520,821.  Among  the 
principal  imports  mentioned,  with  their  values  in  British  sterling, 
were:  Cyanide  of  sodium,  £243,383;  general  haberdashery  and  mil- 
linery, £207,950;  cotton  manufactures,  piece  goods,  £152,438;  articles 
of  food  and  drink,  £135,430;  musical  instruments,  £124,709;  zinc 
and  zinc  manufactures,  £113,841 ;  pipes,  piping,  and  fittings,  £103,626. 

Kext  in  importance  among  the  purchases  from  Germany  were 
fencing  wire,  apparel  and  slops,  mining  machinery,  hosiery^  elec- 
trical materials,  nardware  and  cutlery,  electrical  fittings,  railway 
rails,  toys,  manufacturing  machinery,  enamel  ware,  and  blankete 
and  rugs. 

Exclusive  of  raw  gold,  diamonds,  and  coal,  in  which  Germany  had 
no  direct  interest,  says  the  Times,  the  exports  of  South  African 
produce  in  1913  amounted  to  £15,171,243,  and  of  these,  exports  the 
value  of  Germany's  share  was  £2,137,835.  The  principal  exports  to 
Germany  were:  Wool  in  the  grease,  £1,081,167;  scoured  wool,  £162,- 
894;  wattle  bark,  £60,735;  food  and  drink,  £47,136;  maize,  £46,020; 
fodder  and  forage,  £21,959;  ostrich  feathers,  £39,350. 
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HUIKDEESlFIELD  tsabe  hotes. 

[Conml  FntnkUii  D.  Hnl^  BuddervOeld,  bisUutid,  Fek.  17.] 

Satisfactory  Tear  fur  Boot  and  Shoe  Kannfaetnrers. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  great  activity  in  the  boot  and  ^oe 
industry.  The  special  demands  made  by  war  conditions  taxed  local 
producers  to  the  limit  of  their  capacity,  and  the  higher  cost  of  all 
raw  materials  made  tiie  finished  product  more  expensive  to  the  con- 
sumer, but  in  general  the  manufacturers  are  satisfied  with  the  finaii' 
cial  results  of  the  years  work.  The  balance  sheet  of  one  impwtant 
company  that  lias  a  branch  factory  in  HuddersfieM  bhowea  a  net 
profit  of  $rj01,2r)0  after  setting  aside  $248,192  to  meet  Government 
chaiges  for  exce-ss  prcfits  and  duty.  The  company  paid  its  usual  12 
per  cent  dividend  and  also  declared  during  the  year  a  bonus  dividend 
of  5  per  cent. 

frice.of  Oas  Again  Increased. 

Owing  to  the  constantly  increasing  cost  of  coal  the  borough  coun- 
cil has  been  ctmpelled  to  further  increase  the  price  of  gas  to  con- 
sumers. The  new  rates  coming  into  effect  April  1  are:  For  lighting, 
Gl  cents  per  1,000  cubic  feet;  for  power,  cooking,  or  heating  (for 
which  service  a  separate  meter  is  installed),  54  cents  per  1,000  cubic 
feet.  It  is  said  tnat  the  price  of  gas  coal  has  risen  100  per  cent 
since  1912. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  of  interest  to  know  that  the  cost  of 
electrical  current  to  consumers  has  not  been  changed  during  the  past 
12  years,  notwithstanding  the  incL'eased  cost  of  production. 

Electrical  Goods  Sold  Themselves. 

As  illustrating  the  truth  of  the  oft-heard  statement  that  many 
articles  need  only  to  be  seen  in  use  to  be  appreciated,  a  local  incident 
may  be  cited  :  A  few  years  ago  when  a  Huddersfield  citizen  and  his 
family  who  lived  for  a  time  in  the  United  States  returned  to  this  city 
for  permanent  residence  they  brought  with  them  some  electrical  ap- 
pliances to  whose  use  they  liad  become  accustomed.  Desiring  others, 
ihev  found  these  could  not  be  obtained  here,  so  they  ordered  the 
articles  from  America  themselves.  Their  friends,  seeing  these  in  use, 
wanted  similar  appliances,  and  in  the  end  the  Huddersfield  man. 
undertook  the  representation  of  a  large  line  of  such  goods  in  this  dis- 
trict. A  general  agency  has  since  been  established  m  London,  with, 
subagencies  in  other  cities,  and  when  the  war  began  the  demand  for 
these  wares  was  increasing  rapidly. 


Geological  Surrey  Examines  Idaho  Coal  Field. 

An  examination  of  the  vicinity  of  Orofino,  Idaho,  where  valuable 
coal  beds  were  thought  to  exist,  has  resulted  in  a  report  by  the  United 
States  Geological  Survey  that  there  is  subbituminous  coal  of  medium 
grade.  In  view  of  its  character  and  the  thinness  of  the  beds,  the 
survey  believes  that  this  locality  will  not  be  of  importance  as  a  coal 
field,  except  possibly  in  a  small  way,  by  furnishing  coal  for  local  me 
in  the  distant  future,  when  timber  faecomra  scarce. 
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BPAUr  PBSPAEED  TO  BVT  AHEXICAH  GOBFISH. 

[Connil  Wilbar  T.  Oracey,  SeTllle,  Feb.  15.] 

The  shortage  of  codfish  and  its  increasing  high  price,  previously 
reported  several  times  from  Seville,  continue.  This  fish  is  very 
largely  used  in  Spain,  serving  as  the  basis  of  the  food  of  the  poorer 
classes,  and  its  price  most  seriously  affects  tlie  working  classes. 
Sevjlle  received  during  1915  a  total  of  1,837.770  kilos  (4,0.}1,548 
pounds)  of  codfish,  of  which  1,696,422  kilos  (3,739,932  pounds)  came 
irom  abroad  and  141,318  kilos  (811,616  pounds)  from  other  Spaniel 
ports. 

A  number  of  persons  have  called  at  the  consulate  inquiring  for  the 
names  of  American  exporters  interested  in  the  exportation  of  fish 
products,  and  especially  codfish.  Through  the  efforts  of  the  Seville 
office,  sample  shipments  have  been  made  by  American  firms,  and  it 
is  understood  they  resulted  in  satisfactory  orders. 

The  prevailing  high  freight  rate  between  American  and  Spanish 
ports,  because  of  lack  of  tonnage,  is  tlie  most  serious  handicap  to 
contend  with  in  the  introducton  of  this  commodity  there. 

Iceland  Codfisb  Liu-gely  TTsed  In  Spain. 

Iceland  codfish,  largely  used  in  Spain,  sold  in  1913  at  S2  to  54 
pesetas  (peseta=$0.1794)  during  July,  August,  and  September,  and 
from  50  to  52  pesetas  in  October,  November,  and  December,  for  50 
kilos  (110.23  pounds). 

In  1914  the  prices  were  52  to  54  pesetas  during  January,  February, 
and  March;  52  to  55  pesetas  during  April,  May,  and  June;  60  to  55 
pesetas  during  July,  August,  and  September;  53  to  55  pesetas  during 
October,  November,  and  December. 

In  1915  the  prices  advanced  as  follows:  52  to  54  pesetas  (the  value 
of  the  peseta  has  been  $0.20  since  Jan.  1,  1915)  during  January, 
February,  and  March ;  54  to  02  pesetas  during  April,  May,  and  June; 
62  to  TO  pesetas  during  July,  August,  and  September;  62  to  68  pesetas 
during  October,  November,  and  December.  The  present  price  for 
the  same  quality  as  quoted  above,  known  as  Iceland  "extra,"  is  68 
pesetas  for  40  kilos,  or  81  pesetas  for  50  Idlos. 

Iresent  Quotations  for  Varlons  Qualities. 

There  are  various  other  qualities  of  codfish  found  on  the  local 
market,  and  at  the  present  time  quotations  are  for  English  "Colin 
Extra  "  65  pesetas  for  50  kilos;  for  Lubina  extra,  TO  pesetas;  Zarbo 
superior,  small,  65  pesetas;  Iceland,  superior,  class  1,  78  pesetas; 
medium,  64  pesetas; Labrador, 61  and  62  pesetas, according  to  quality. 

[A  list  of  inquirers  nt  ttic  RcTlMft  consnlnte  who  are  interested  In  American 
tihlpnients  of  codfish  may  be  oblalned  from  the  Burt>nu  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  or  its  district  oflices.  Refer  to  file  No.  T3839.] 


New  Zealand's  Food  and  Sra^  Reflations. 

A  copy  of  regulations  under  the  sale  of  food  and  drugs  act  of  New 
Zealand,  issued  by  the  Department  of  Public  Health,  Hospitals,  and 
Charitable  Aid,  has  been  received  from  Consul  General  Alfred  A. 
^Vinslow,  at  Auckland,  and  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domiestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices.  £ef  er  to  file  Ko.  73854. 
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THE  TIMBER  TRADE  OF  7RAH0E. 

[Weekly  Bulletin,  CQnadian  DepartmeDt  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  Uar.  6.] 

Compnred  with  Great  Britain,  France  does  not  import  large  quan* 
titles  of  timber.  The  importation  of  Great  Britain  for  1914  amounted 
to  $3.60  per  capita.  The  annual  consumption  of  timber  in  Great 
Britain  for  the  year  amounted  to  14  cubic  leet  per  head,  of  which  16 

per  cent  was  grown  at  home  and  84  per  cent  imported.  For  the  same 
year  France  imported  timber  valued  at  $37,380^000,  an  average  of  93 
cents  per  head,  just  one-quarter  the  per  capita  miportations  of  Great 
Britain,  The  reasons  for  France's  smaller  importations  of  timber 
are: 

(1)  France  is  a  timber-producing  country.  About  18  per  cent  of 
the  area  of  France,  or  24,021,587  acres,  is  imder  forest,  an  of  which 
is  carefully  managed  by  the  Government  to  prevent  overcuf^n^  and 
secure  the  maximum  permanent  timber  production.   The  quantity  of 

timber  cut  each  year  approximates  910,740,000  cubic  feet,  of  which 
225,920,000  cubic  feet  are  suitable  for  saw  timber;  the  remainder  ccm- 
sists  of  rough  wood.  The  timber  production  of  the  country,  added 
to  the  imports,  which  in  1913  were  177,651,000  cubic  feet,  give  an 
annual  per  capita  consumption  of  timber  for  the  country  of  about 
27  cubic  feet. 

(2)  France  is  not  so  great  an  industrial  nation  as  Great  Britain. 
Although  the  per  capita  consumption  of  timber  in  France  is  twice 
that  of  Great  Britain,  a  large  proportion  of  the  timber  used  is  rouj^h 
wood,  which  under  the  system  of  utilization  of  the  forests,  can  be 
secured  in  the  country.  Out  of  27  cubic  feet  of  timber  used  j^er  head 
per  year,  only  7  cubic  feet  is  saw  timber;  the  remainder  is  fuel,  poles, 
pickets,  used  in  rural  operations.  In  Great  Britain,  of  the  14  cubic 
feet  per  head  used  annually,  12.2  cubic  feet  is  saw  timber  and  only 
1.8  cubic  feet  firewood  and  rough  timber. 

Sources  and  Dimensions  of  Lnmber. 

An  overwhelming  proportion  of  the  timber  imports  into  France 
are  from  European  countries.  The  only  products  of  importance  pur- 
chased by  France  outside  Europe  are  pitch  pine  and  oak  from  the 
United  States,  oak  from  Japan,  and  Douglas  fir  from  Canada  and 
tiie  United  States.  The  most  important  product  imported  into 
France  is  softwood  from  Kussia,  Scandinavia,  Germany,  and  Austria- 
Hungary  for  general  building  purposes.  Softwood  logs  less  than  7^ 
feet  long,  large  numbers  of  which  are  used  for  pulp  wood,  are  im- 
ported from  Russia  and  Germany.    Kough  wood,  poles,  mining 

grops,  and  faggots  are  secured  from  Russia,  Germany,  Belgium,  and 
witzerland.  Match  splints,  cbiefiy  of  aspen,  poplar,  and  white 
pine,  are  imported ;  4  per  cent  come  from  the  Umted  States  and  the 
remainder  from  various  European  countries. 

The  lumber  imported  into  France  is  chiefly  cut  in  inch  sizes, 
although  it  is  classified  ui  the  customs  statistics  accordinjg  to  the 
metric  system.  Over  60  per  cent  of  the  softwood  lumber  imported 
into  France  is  between  ly  and  3J  inches  in  thickness,  being  1^,  2, 
and  3  inch  deals;  30  per  cent  is  lumber  less  than  If  inches  in  tluck- 
ness  and  the  reniiiinder  is  timbers  and  logs.  The  average  price  of 
this  class  of  material  imported  was,  before  the  war:  Less  than  If* 
inch,  34  cents  per  cubic  foot;  1}  to  3^  inch,  36  cents;  over  ^iiui, 
)3  cents;  rough  logs,  25  cents. 
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Soiwlas  Fir  and  Pitch  Pine. 

"When  freights  again  become  normal,  Douglas  fir  also  will  be  able 
to  compete  in  France  for  general  building  purjxises.    Up  to  the 

Jiresent  it  has  been  used  only  in  comparatively  limited  regions  where 
arge  timbers  are  required,  and  as  a  building  timber  it  is  not  well 
known.  Pitch  pine  has  long  been  used  in  lar^e  quantities  in  France. 
The  United  States  is  the  onlv  coiinti-y  supplying  it.  It  is  the  timber 
commonly  imported  for  iutlustrial  purposes,  public  works,  harbor 
and  naval  works,  and  has  held  the  market  to  the  exclusion  of  Douglas 
fir  because  it  is  cheaper.  The  shipping  of  Douglas  fir  through  the 
Panama  Canal  will  alter  the  situation.  Douglas  fir  will,  when  condi- 
tions become  normal,  be  cheaper  than  pitch  pine.  It  will  have  the 
further  advantage  of  greater  freedom  irom  defects,  a  consideration 
highly  appreciated  in  France, 

lopalarity  of  Oak. 

Oak  is  used  chiefly  in  industries,  furniture,  and  house  trim.  The 
important  purchases  are  from  the  United  States,  Russia,  Japan,  and 
Auftria-Hungary.  The  imports  of  oak  have  been  on  the  increase 
during  the  p:ist  three  years.  Large  quantities  of  oak  clapboards  are 
imported  to  France.  Oak  is  a  very  popular  wood  in  France  and  is 
used  in  building  and  manufacturing  and  as  finish  where  other  woods 
are  now  substituted  in  other  countries.  This  may  be  due  to  the  fact 
that  two-fifths  of  the  forests  of  France  are  oak  ( 10,000,000  acres  in  all) . 

BaUroad  Ties. 

There  are  25,471  mile-s  of  railroad  in  France,  in  which  are  over 
60,000.000  ties.  Five  thousand  six  hundred  miles  of  railroad  are 
owned  and  operated  by  the  State;  the  remainder  is  owned  and  oper- 
ated by  five  different  companies.  Hardwood  ties  are  preferred. 
Beech  and  oak  are  the  most  commonly  used.  Cluster  pine  {Pinus 
pinaster)^  Scotch  pine,  and  spruce  are  also  used.  No  ties  are  used 
■without  creosoting.  The  average  life  of  creosot*?d  beech  and  oak  is 
20  to  25  years.  The  pines  give  a  life  of  15  to  18  years,  and  si>mce 
P  years.  Very  rough  ties  are  accepted,  particularly  in  oak,  many  be- 
ing crooked,  half  round,  irregular  in  shape  and  size. 

The  annua!  requirements  of  the  French  railwavs  are  6,000.000  ties. 
About  5.500,000  are  produced  locally  and  TiOO.OOO  imported.  The 
imported  ties  are  chiefly  beech  from  Austria-Hungary  and  Turkey. 
The  domestic  ties  are  chiefly  oak  and  cluster  and  Scotch  pine. 

Immediately  after  the  war  there  may  be  a  demand  for  imported 
ties.  Otherwise  the  market  in  France  will  remain  limited  to  about 
one-tenth  of  the  annual  requirements  of  the  country. 

Beqalrements  for  Rebuilding  After  the  War. 

In  the  districts  in  which  extensive  reconstruction  will  be  necessary 
after  the  war,  wood  has  not  been  used  to  a  great  extent  for  building. 
Stone,  brick,  and  cement  tiles  are  the  native  materials.  But  the  use 
of  these  materials  on  a  large  scale  requires  time.  More  wood  will 
be  used  than  ever  before  because  it  is  the.  only  material  that  can  be 
obtained  quickly  in  large  quantities.  Europe  will  be  unable  to  supply 
the  demand  for  the  following  reasons:  (1)  Much  timber  in  Europe 
has  been  destroyed  by  war  operations,  and  (2)  Poland.  Prussia,  and 
Himgary  will  be  supplied  from  Russia,  the  Baltic,  and  the  central 
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European  countries,  and  less  timber  from  those  countries  will  be 

available,  therefore,  for  France  and  Belgium. 

It  is  a  safe  conclusion,  therefore,  that  large  quantities  of  timber 
from  North  America  will  be  required  in  France  and  Belgium.  The 
general  requirements  will  be  for  lumber  suitable  for  portable  build- 
ings, common  lumber  for  sheathing,  studding,  joists,  rafters,  cheap 
doors,  sash,  and  timbers  for  falsework  and  temporary  reconstnicticm 
of  railroads,  bridges,  and  other  large  works.  Boofing  will  be  in  great 
demand.  The  competition  will  be  oetween  galvanized  iron,  prepared 
roofings,  and  possibly  shingles.  The  prospects  do  not  look  good  for 
shipgles,  because  the  galvanized  iron  and  felt  roofings  are  cheap, 
quickly  laid,  and  on  the  spot,  and  because  the  European  can  not  thiiik 
in  terns  of  a  wooden  roof. 


FBEE  TBANSFOBTATIOH  FOB  TBACE-SCALE  TEST  CABS. 

The  TTnited  States  Bureau  of  Standards  has  completed  an  ar- 
rangement with  the  American  Railway  Association  for  the  free 
transjiortation  of  its  test  cat's  between  certain  master  scales  in  various 
parts  of  the  country.  The  bureau  has  reserved  the  privilege  of 
making  other  tests  that  it  may  desire,  provided  regular  tariff  rates 
are  paid  for  transportation  of  the  car  outside  of  the  route  specified. 
The  i-egiilar  rates  need  not  be  paid  if  the  bureau  can  secure  more 
favorable  rates  from  any  particular  road  that  may  be  interested  in 
having  its  scales  tested. 

The  bureau  would  very  much  prefer  a  reasonable  rate  and  be  at 
liberty  to  move  its  car  wherever  and  whenever  it  desired.  Such  an 
arrangement  would  bo  very  much  more  satisfactory.  The  American 
Baihvay  Association,  however,  is  disinclined  to  make  this  arrange- 
ment. 

Among  the  recent  unusual  tests  made  by  the  Bureau  of  Standards 
was  that  upon  a  23-inch  diameter  plow-steel  hoisting  cable.  The 
specimen  was  tested  in  tension  in  the  large  Emery  teeing  machine 
and  broke  at  a  load  of  694,000  pounds. 


AKEBICAN  GONSITLAB  OFFICEBS  OK  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  I'elative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions : 


Name. 

Post. 

Exidn- 
tkniof 
v«nu». 

Addnas. 

Bradley,  WlUlam  Uurlson. . . 
Lawton,  E.  M  

Talhoku,  Taiwan 

TeKucf?aIpa,nonduras 
Sliuaiwre,  Slnfts  Sat- 
tmnents. 

Hallfiix,  Nova  Ecotla. . 

Apr.  1 
Apt.  4 

Apr.  2.1 
ISsy  38 

Uar  14 

1978  West  85th  Street,  CleTeland,  Ofato, 
Century  CInb,  7  West  43d  Stntt,  Nor 
York  City. 

C) 

Bureau  of  Pontan  and  DeamUeOooi* 
merce,  Room  W.CiBtaBboraa.Htr 
ycrk. 

H4  Soatb  Ifaln  Street,  Bal<riden,m 

'  The  iUnerary  of  CodbqI  Lawton  Is  «ul>stanttally  aa  follows :  Chattanooga,  liar.  20  to 
Apr.  I ;  Cincinnati,  Apr.  2  to  16 ;  Washington,  Apr.  17  to  26. 
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imrCHKTEB  TBASE  IS  BOUSE  DBESSES. 

[Consul  Rom  E.  Uoladay,  Mnanbester,  England,  Mar.  1.] 

A  fair  supply  of  women's  house  dresses,  or,  as  they  term  them  in 
Manchester,  "  overalls,"  is  received  here  from  the  Netherlands.  The 
wholesale  prices  for  women's  house  dresses  range  from  $3.G5  per 
dozen  upward,  according  to  quality.  There  is  keen  competition 
among  the  Britisli  manufacturers,  particularly  in  the  Manchester  dis- 
trict, which  is  an  important  center  in  this  country  for  the  manu- 
facture of  house  dresses,  blouses,  and  skirts. 

Retailers  obtain  their  supplies  from  tlie  large  wholesalers  or  from 
the  manufacturers.  Eetaiiers  seldom,  if  ever,  import  goods  direct. 
Wholesalers  might  upon  occasion  do  so,  but  the  system  adopted  to- 
day is  for  the  retailers  or  wholesalers  to  obtain  their  supplies  either 
from  importing  houses  or  directly  from  the  English  manufacturers. 
With  its  organization  for  distribution  and  its  knowledge  of  the  finan- 
cial requirements,  a  reliable  importing  house  can  transact  the  busi- 
ness much  more  simply  for  American  manufacturers  than  would  be 
possible  by  any  other  means. 

Retail  prices  of  women's  house  dresses  are  47  cents,  61  cents,  71 
cents,  95  cents,  $1.30,  and  $1.68  each  garment;  middy  blouses,  95 
cents  each;  skirts,  95  cents. 

Goods  at  Lower  Price  Compete  with  American  Product. 

A  local  importer  has  informed  the  American  consul  that  he  visited 
the  United  States  early  in  1915  and  brought  a  sample  shipment  of 
"  kiddies'  dresses."  The  goods  are  reported  to  ha%'e  been  effective, 
showy,  and  well  gotten  up,  and  looked  to  the  purchaser  to  be  suitable 
for  the  English  market  They  were,  it  is  repoi'ted,  except  the  price, 
for  as  soon  as  they  were  put  on  the  market  here  the  English  manu- 
facturers ^ot  hold  of  them  and  produced  them  at  a  much  lower 
price.  This  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  garments  were 
made  from  a  woven  clnth,  which  can  not  favorably  compete  with 
similar  cotton  cloth  made  in  Lancashire. 

Women's  overalls,  made  in  this  district,  are  sold  to  jobbers  at 
$3.87  per  dozen,  made  up  in  some  cases  in  half-dozen,  and  in  one- 
dozen  boxes,  less  3^  per  cent  cash  discount,  payable  in  seven  days.  A 
Dutch  apron  costs  about  $2.55  per  dozen,  with  the  same  terms  and 
make-up.  Dutch  women's  overalls  are  stiited  to  be  made  from  the 
same  fabric  in  the  same  shape  as  the  English  overall  and  at  the 
same  price,  $3.87  per  dozen. 

Samples,  Prices,  and  Terms  Should  he  Sent 

Inquirers  in  the  United  States  should  send  one  each  of  the  dif- 
ferent aiticles  they  consider  their  most  popular  goods  to  the  local 
importing  firm,  giving  all  particulars  regarding  prices  and  terms 
f.  o.  b.  New  York  or  Boston. 

[The  name  of  the  (niportlnp  firm  mentioned  may  be  ohtnlnert  from  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  ami  Domestic  Goinmerce  or  its  diRtrlct  ofBces.  Samples  of  women's 
overall!!,  mntle  In  Rnglnnd.  and  of  a  Dutch  npron  may  lie  Innpected  at  the  Bureau 
or  its  (IlBtrlct  oflioes.  Refer  to  tile  No.  TRIKJfl.  An  article  on  tlie  nse  of  overnlls 
In  tlie  British  Isles  was  published  In  Dnily  Consular  and  Trade  Reports  for 
AuR.  26, 1014.  An  article  on  house  dresses  was  publLahed  in  Couuebcb  Kkpobts 
for  Mar.  2. 1816.] 
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BR&ZHJAir  SECSEE  FBOTIDES  BANK  OITABAHTT. 

[Consul  General  Alfred  L.  M.  GottBChalk,  Bio  de  Janeiro,  Feb.  9.] 

A  recent  Brazilian  decree  provides  that  all  savings  banks  in  the 
country  shall  operate  under  the  guaranty  of  the  federal  Govern- 
ment, which  itself  becomes  responsible  for  the  restitution  of  all 
sums  deposited  in  them,  in  conformity  with  the  laws  governing  the 
institutions.  Provision  is  made  for  the  establishment  of  a  Federal 
Savings  Bank  in  each  State  of  the  Union,  excepting  the  State  of 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  also  for  one  in  the  city  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  which 
is  not  in  the  State  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  but  in  the  Federal  District 
These  banking  institutions  are  subordinate  to  the  Minister  of  Finance 
and  are  permitted  to  maintain  branch  banks  wherever  their  estab- 
lishment is  deemed  appropriate. 
Savings  Institutions  Placed  in  Two  OTonps. 

The  savings  banks  of  the  country  are  in  two  groups — autonomous 
banks  and  those  which  operate  in  connection  with  branches  of  the 
Treasury  Department.  Banks  whose  development  and  finances  are 
of  a  stable  character  and  which  admit  of  the  laying  aside  of  a 
funding  loan  are  considered  as  belonging  to  the  first  group.  Those 
institutions  which  are  not  in  such  condition  belong  to  the  second 
group. 

The  autonomous  savings  banlcs  of  the  country  are  further  divided 
into  three  classes:  First  class,  those  which  have  a  balance  of  more 
that  40,000  contos  ($10,000,000  in  United  States  currency)  over  their 
deposits  and  a  reserve  fund  guaranteed  to  be  more  than  10  per  cent 
of  this  balance;  second  class,  tlxo&e  which  have  a  balance  of  more  than 
25,000  contos  ($6,250,000  in  United  States  currency)  and  a  reserve 
fund  equal  to  10  per  cent  of  this  balance;  third  class,  those  which 
have  a  balance  of  more  that  8,000  contos  ($2,000,000  in  United 
States  currency). 

Such  banks  as  operate  in  conjunction  with  branches  of  the  Federal 
Treasury  and  which  have  continued  in  operation  for  two  years  (the 
minimum  time  required  for  the  autonomous  banks  of  the  tl^ird  class) 
are  regarded  as  autonomous  institutions. 
Knst  Eun  More  Than  30  Says  to  Draw  Interest 

No  interest  is  allowed  on  deposits  not  permitted  to  run  for  a 
longer  period  than  30  days,  this  stipulation  applying  equally  to  both 
large  and  small  deposits,  even  to  those  exceeding  10  contos  (about 
$2,500  in  United  States  currency). 

it  is  provided  that  each  depositor  shall  be  furnished  with  a  deposit 
book  which  shall  state  clearly  the  accounts  of  the  depositor,  the 
amount  of  accrued  interest,  etc.  It  is  expressly  prohibited  to  any 
depositor  to  have  more  than  one  pass  book  and,  upon  the  violation 
of  this  law,  the  depositor  forfeits  all  interesA  wnicii  may  have  been 
placed  to  the  credit  of  his  first  account. 

A  savings  pass  book  is  not  transferable  by  indorsement.  In  case 
the  pass  book  is  lost  the  owner  should  make  the  fact  known  to  the 
officials  of  the  banlt  and  upon  the  payment  of  a  fee  of  2  milreis  (50 
cents  in  United  States  currency)  a  new  pass  book  is  issued.  If  the 
book  at  any  time  shows  any  erasures  or  changes,  giving  ground  to 
suspicion  of  intent  to  defraud,  all  operations  relative  to  that  pass 
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book  are  suspended,  and  if  the  owner  does  not  within  10  days  justify 
himself,  the  account  is  considered,  closed  withoat  interest  and  the 
disposition  of  the  book  is  left  to  the  decision  of  a  committee. 

Aceovnt*  (tf  Ibiried  Wubm  aad  lOnai. 

This  decree  permits  a  married  woman  to  open  and  draw  upon  an 
account  in  her  own  name,  except  in  the  case  of  the  expressed  opposi- 
tion of  her  husband  in  writing;  in  that  case  the  husband  can  not 
withdraw  the  deposits  of  the  wife  unless  he  has  a  right  to  do  so,  as 
provided  for  in  the  law.  It  is  also  legal  for  minors  to  open  a  savings 
account,  if  more  than  16  years  of  age^  except  in  such  cases  as  may 
be  against  parental  wishes.  A  deposit  made  by  a  minor  must  be 
accompaniea  by  the  name  of  the  father  or  of  the  person  or  persons 
under  whose  charge  he  is  placed. 

Provision  is  made,  in  cases  of  emerj;:ency  or  stress,  when  the  re- 
ceipts of  a  bank  do  not  equal  the  drafts  on  it  for  that  day,  that  the 
savings  bank  may  call  on  the  National  Treasury  or  on  branches  of 
the  National  Treasury  for  the  amount  of  the  deficit.  Such  sums  as 
belong  to  the  savings  banks  and  have  been  deposited  in  the  Federal 
Treasury  may  be  employed  in  the  amortization  of  the  funded  debt 
or  in  tha  ordinary  expenses  of  the  State,  if  they  are  not  placed  out  in 
loans. 

Hlffht  of  Depositor  to  Withdraw  Balance. 

The  depositor  has  the  right  to  withdraw  at  any  time  the  balance  of 
bis  current  account,  not  exceeding  500  milreis,  this  stipulation  apply- 
ing to  savings  banks  of  the  first  and  second  classes;  and  the  right  to 
■withdraw  at  any  time  such  balance  as  his  account  may  show,  up  to 
SCO  milreis,  in  banks  of  the  third  class.  In  these  withdrawals  of 
funds,  when  they  are  partial,  the  depositor  can  lay  no  claim  to  any 
fraction  of  a  milreis,  except  in  case  the  siun  withdrawn  exceeds  10 
contos. 


SECBEASED  SUGAR  FSODIFCTIOH  IH  SILESIA. 

LConsul  Rarry  G.  Seltzrr,  BreBlan,  Germany,  Feb.  23.] 

Although  output  figures  have  not  yet  been  made  public,  a  smaller 
production  of  sugar  in  Silesia  during  the  current  campaign  is  indi- 
cated by  the  falling  off  in  the  quantities  of  beets  worked  at  the  prin- 
cipal sugar  factories  of  the  Breslau  district.  The  quantities  consumed 
in  191.5-16  are  from  20  to  44  per  cent  below  those  of  the  preceding 
year,  as  the  following  table  shows: 


NaoM  of  bctory. 


Decrease. 


Bersstadt.. 
Frfedtand . . 

Bri«  

Boidaradorf 

Haltach 

Bet-ottwiU., 

Btnlka.... 

VotDowlU. 


Mttnt 

ttm: 
S4.478 
TA. 145 
70.  "wa 
M.T34 
W.fM 
m.7G0 
S7.B81 
80.954 
30.960 


Mmic 
iont. 
f  1.218 
SI.SK 

43.7VO 
S7.4M 

an,2so 

M.OW 
3S,U» 


Ftr  cnt. 
H 
32 
30 
44 

ao 

21 
80 
90 
92 
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FOBEIOir  TRADE  OPPOBTinnTIX& 

Rewired  addresses  may  be  obtained  from  the  KarMU  sod  Its  diatriet  eflteea.  Bcqoeat 

for  each  opportntuty  should  be  od  a  separate  sheet  aad  the  Ue  nambcr  glren. 

Electrical  supplies.  No,  20565. — An  American  consular  officer  In  England  re- 
ports that  a  firm  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  catal<^e3  and  price  lists 
from  American  manufacturers  of  shade  carriers,  with  cord  grip  and  buy- 
onet  lamp  holder;  electric  bells  and  fittings;  flexible  wires;  bell  win; 
electric  vacuum  cleaners;  and  other  household  ^ectrlcal  supplies. 

Iron  poles.  No.  20566. — A  municipal  organization  in  Norway  Informs  an  Amer- 
ican consular  olBcer  that  it  desires  to  receive  quotations  Immediately  from 
American  manufacturers  of  Iron  poles  for  electric  wires.  Blue  prints  may 
be  examined  and  further  information  may  be  obtained  on  aK>Ucatloa  to 
the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices.    (Refer  to  file  No.  737%.) 

Machinery,  cutlery,  toys,  hardware,  etc..  No.  20567. — A  firm  in  India  writes  that 
it  desires  to  estnblish  commercial  relations  with  American  manufactiirers 
of  machinery,  cutlery,  toys,  hardware,  hosiery,  enameled  ware,  chemicals, 
etc.  Quotations  are  desii-ed  e.  1.  f.  Indian  ports,  including  21  per  cent 
commission.    References  are  given.   Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 

Cocoa,  coffee,  palm  oil,  sh/^d  bvticr,  etc..  No.  2056S. — ^A  firm  lu  the  United  States 
writes  that  Its  correspcHident  in  Africa  desires  to  be  placed  in  toac^  with 
American  in^orters  of  cocoa,  coffee,  palm  oil,  shea  batter,  etc. 

Oiima,  glues,  and  pastes.  No.  20568. — ^A  firm  in  Canada  writes  that  It  desires  to 
establish  commercial  relations  with  American  manufacturers  of  gums, 
glues,  and  pastes  for  use  by  box  manufacturers,  leather  woricers,  printers, 
and  woodworkers. 

AffricuUural  implements,  textiles,  etc..  No.  20570. — ^A.  commercial  agent  of  tlie 
Bureau  reports  that  a  man  in  E^^t  desires  to  represent  American  manu- 
facturers of  agricultoral  Impiemefrts,  machlneiy,  textiles,  etc.  References 
are  given. 

Straw,  vhip.  and  hemp  braids.  No.  200T1. — A  commercial  agent  of  tl»e  Bareaa 
transmits  an  inquiry  from  a  firm  in  Japan  which  desires  to  be  placed  in 
touch  with  American  Importers  of  straw,  chip,  and  hemp  braida  for  making 
hats. 

DoUs,  toi/s,  alarm  clocks,  etc.,  No.  20572.— A  firm  In  the  United  States  writes 
that  it  has  an  inquiry  from  an  Argentine  representative  who  desires  to  be 
placed  In  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of  novelties,  such  as  dolls, 
toys,  alarm  clocks,  cheap  watches,  cutlery,  toilet  sets,  gramophones,  etc. 

Tin  foil  and  cotton  loaste.  No.  20373. — A  man  In  Spain  writes  that  he  desires 
to  receive  quotations  from  American  manufacturers  of  tin  foil.  In  sizes  of 
30  bv  eo  centimetei-s  (about  11.81  by  23.62  Inches)  by  8,  12,  and  15  meters 
(about  26.240,  39.37,  and  49.2X  feet)  in  colors,  and  white  tin  foil  18  meters 
(about  59.05.')  feet)  by  19  by  21  centimeters  (about  7.48  by  8J267  Inches) 
and  22  by  27  centimeters  (about  8.66  by  1.0629  Inches).  Quotations  are 
desired  per  1,000  kilos  (about  2,204.62  feet)  f.  o.  b.  New  York,  including 
commission  of  5  per  cent.  Tlie  man  also  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with 
American  exporters  of  cotton  waste.  Samples  of  the  tin  foil  and  cottou 
waste  should  be  sent  immediately.   References  are  given. 

Cotton  goods,  paper,  raUtcay  materials,  etc..  No.  20574. — A  special  agent  of  the 
Bureau  reports  that  a  man  in  the  East  Indies  desires  to  represent,  on  a 
comml-islon  basis,  American  manufacturers  of  cotton  goods,  snob  as  prints, 
white  drills,  and  khaki ;  paper  for  newspapers ;  rail  and  tramway  mate- 
rials ;  steel  sleepers  for  railways;  Iron  bars;  corrugated  iron;  waA  iron 
frames  for  buildings.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  i.  f.  destlnatloa.  If 
possible.  The  man  also  dt^lren  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  American 
importers  of  kapok,  copra,  rubber,  coffee,  tea,  and  kapok  seed.  Corre- 
spondence may  be  In  English. 

Machinerjf,  No.  20575. — The  commercial  attache  of  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce in  England  reports  that  a  roan  in  that  country  desires  to  be  placed 
in  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of  portable  machines  for  makiDg 
concrete  building  blocks  up  to  32  by  16  by  0  Inches. 
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SPANISH  CBEBITS  FOB  COAL  FUSCHASES. 

Commercial  Attache  C.  W.  A.  Veditz,  at  Paris,  France,  cables  that 
the  Spanish  Director  of  Commerce  announces  that  6,000,000  pesetas 
(about  $1,100,000|{  public  credits  has  been  set  aside  for  purcnasing 
British  and  Ajnerican  coal. 

BUSSIAN  FOB  MABKET. 

[Joamal  of  Bnsslon-Amerlcan  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Moscow,  Janoarr,  1916.] 

The  export  trade  in  Bussian  furs  has  stopped  for  the  present. 
Since  October  a  considerable  amount  of  fur  goods  has  accumulated 
at  Archangel  waiting  for  the  opening  of  navigation  to  be  forwarded 
to  England  and  the  United  States,  where  there  is  a  great  demand 
for  Russian  furs.  Tlie  importation  of  dressed  and  dyed  furs  from 
the  TTnited  States  and  other  countries  has  also  stopped  on  account 
of  the  impossibility  of  transporting  such  goods  through  Sweden. 

The  central  fur  market  at  Moscow  is  very  quiet  at  present,  and 
the  number  of  transactions  is  limited.  From  the  point  of  view  of 
foreign  purchasers  with  foreign  coin  at  their  disposal,  the  prices  of 
the  Russian  market  (at  the  present  rate  of  excliange)  are  most  ad- 
vantageous, but  the  difficulties  of  transportation  seem,  for  the  time 
being,  to  be  insurmountable,  particularly  in  view  of  the  obstacles  to 
parcel-post  ^ipments  from  Vladivostok  to  the  United  States  via 
Japan. 

The  course  of  the  coming  Irbit  fair  will  depend  to  a  considerable 
extent  on  the  conditions  on  which  furs  can  be  transported  abroad: 
if  there  is  no  praitive  improv^ent  in  this  respect,  it  is  supp(Kea 
here  that  there  will  be  an  inevitable  decrease  in  prices,  inasmuch  as 
it  is  expected  that  the  supply  of  furs  at  the  fair  will  be  large. 

There  has  been  a  constant  demand  for  karakul  skins,  both  for  the 
domestic  market  and  for  the  United  States,  France,  and  Sweden. 
There  are  hardly  any  first-class  skins  left  on  the  market,  and  it  must 
be  noted  as  an  exceptional  circumstance  that  approximately  three- 
fourths  of  the  entire  crop  was  sold  in  Kussia  itself.  There  was  a 
lively  demand  for  squirrel;  this  fur  was  largely  bought  for  the 
requirements  of  Bussia,  as  well  as  by  speculators,  who  expect  to 
sell  it  later  in  the  United  States  at  high  prices. 
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SHIPPINO  PACUITIES  TO  SEW  ZEALAM). 

[Comnwrclnl  Ag^nt  K.  O.  Babbitt,  Ban  Praaelseo.  Har.  4.] 

The  only  direct  passenger-and-freight  service  at  the  present  time 
between  the  Pacific  coast  of  the  United  States  and  New  Zealand  ia 
maintiiined  bj  tiie  Union  Steam  Ship  Co.  of  New  Zealand  (Rojal 
Mail  service),  of  which  Hind,  Bolph  &  Co.  are  the  San  Francisoo 
agents.  A  steamer  in  this  service  leaves  San  Francisco  every  ^ 
days,  calling  at  Papeete  (Tahiti,  Society  Islands)  and  Rarotonga 
(Cook  Islands),  arriving  at  Wellington  (New Zealand)  on  the 
twenty-first  day  out,  and  at  Sydney  (Australia)  four  days  later.  A 
vessel  in  the  northbowid  service  leaves  Sydney  evwy  2S  days,  re- 
turning via  the  ports  of  Wellington,  Rarotonga,  and  Jrapeete,  arrir- 
ing  at  San  Francisco  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  out. 

Besides  this  regular  passenger-and-freigU;  service  there  are  fre- 
quent sailings  of  cargo  boats  owned  or  chartered  by  the  Unicm  Steam 
Ship  Co.  (which  has  a  fleet  of  T5  vessels  of  its  own),  including  a 
monthly  service  and  extra  sailings  arranged  for  according  to  de- 
mand. The  schedule  arranged  for  this  cargo  service  of  the  Union 
Steam  Ship  Co.  for  the  immediate  future  calls  for  three  sailings  in 
March,  two  in  April,  three  in  May,  two  in  June,  and  one  in  July, 
with  the  probability  of  additional  boats  in  the  last-named  month  and 
a  similar  or  an  increased  service,  if  demanded,  for  the  remainder  of 
the  year. 

Sailiugs  from  Vancouver — Connections  at  Bonolula. 

In  addition  to  the  sailings  from  San  Francisco,  a  steamer  leaves 
Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  every  2S  days,  this  service  being  main- 
tained by  the  Canadian  Australasian  I?u,yal  Mail  Line  operating  in 
connection  with  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  and  other  Dominion 
and  American  railways.  The  southbound  trip  requires  22  days  to 
Sydney,  Australia,  and  the  time  consumed  between  ports  of  call  is 
as  follows:  Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  to  Honolulu,  Hawaii,  7 
days;  Ilonolutu  to  Suva,  Fiji  Islands,  8  days;  Suva  to  Auckland, 
New  Zealand,  3  days;  Auckland  to  Sydney,  Australia,  4  days.  These 
steamers  call  also  at  Victoria,  British  Columbia. 

While  the  steamers  of  this  line  do  not  call  at  any  Pacific  port  of 
the  United  States,  they  offer  an  attractive  alternate  route  for  passen- 
gers and  freight  from  the  Middle  West,  Central,  and  Ea^rn  States, 
so  that  this  service  may  be  considered  in  connection  with  sailings 
from  San  Francisco  as  offering  an  additional  sailing  every  28  days. 
Passengers  may  proceed  from  San  Francisco  the  same  date  as  steam- 
ers of  the  Canadian -Australasian  Line  leave  Vancouver  and  con- 
nect at  Honolulu,  as  the  San  Francisco  and  Vancouver  steamers  for 
New  Zealand  and  Au^^tralia  meet  at  that  port 
SobGldies— Indirect  Service. 

The  Canadian-Australasian  Line  is  subsidized  by  both  the  New 
Zealand  and  the  Canadian  Govei-nmcnts;  the  San  Francisco  Line 
(TTnion  Steam  Ship  Co.  of  New  Zealand  (Ltd.))  is  in  receipt  of  a 
small  subsidy  from  the  New  Zealand  Government  only. 

In  addition  to  the  direct  service  of  the  San  Francisco- Wellington 
and  Vancouver-Auckland  lines  to  New  Zealand  there  is  also  the  in- 
direct service  of  the  Oceanic  Steamship  Co.,  under  the  American 
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flag,  havinff  a  sailing  every  28  days  for  Sydney,  Australia,  via 
Honolulu,  Hawaii,  and  Pago  Pago,  Samoa.  Connections  are  made 
at  Sydney  for  all  points  in  Australia,  Nev  Zealand,  and  Tasmania. 

CXTLTIVATION  OF  SUaAS  BEETS  IN  6EBKANT. 

[C<Mtmil  Alfred  W.  Donegan,  Magdebarg.  Feb.  16.] 

The  German  Government  issued  an  order  February  3,  1916,  estab- 
lishing new  and  higher  prices  for  raw  sugar  from  the  1916-17  cam- 
paign and  for  sugar  beets  from  the  crop  of  1916.  The  order  is  in- 
tended to  act  as  an  inducemoit  to  farmers  to  increase  the  sugar-beet 
cnltivation  throughout  the  Empire  this  year. 

The  regulation  applies  only  to  the  campaign  year  1916-17,  and 
will  therefore  not  iimueHce  consumption  sugar  prices  before  October 
1,  1916.  It  provides  that  the  price  of  raw  sugar  from  the  1916-17- 
campaign  be  increased  from  12  marks  to  15  marks  (from  $2,856  to 
$3.57)  per  hundredweight  (110.23  pounds).  Beet-sugar  factories 
must  give  the  beet  farmers  the  full  benefit  of  the  3  marks  ($0,714) 
increase,  so  that  when  the  ratio  between  beets  and  raw  sugar  is  6^ 
to  1,  the  price  per  hundredweight  of  beets  will  be  0.45  mark  ($0,107) 
above  the  beet  price  of  the  1913-14  campai^.  Tlie  increase  should 
about  cover  the  greater  costs  of  beet  production,  which  are  estimated 
to  amount  to  0.45  to  0.48  mark  ($0,107  to  $0,114)  per  hundredweight. 
The  price  increase  applies  also  in  cases  where  contracts  of  delivery 
between  beet  growers  and  sugar  factories  are  still  in  force.  In  the 
absence  of  contracts  a  minimum  price  of  1,50  marks  ($0,357)  per 
hundi'edweight  is  to  be  paid  for  beets. 

A  second  order  of  the  same  date,  forbidding  the  use  of  sugar  for 
provender  or. its  manufacture  into  feeds,  brandy,  and  technical 
products,  has  also  been  passe<1  bv  the  Biindesrat. 

Reports  received  by  the  Magdeburg  consulate  from  various  parts 
of  the  Empire  indicate  that  an  increase  of  at  least  10  per  cent  above 
last  year's  cultivation  may  be  expected. 


BEinSH  EXPORTS  OF  COAL  DURING  JANUARY. 

According  to  the  Cardiff  and  South  Wales  Journal  of  Commerce, 
the  total  exports  of  coal  from  the  United  Kingdom  during  January, 
1916,  amounted  to  3,171,200  tons,  compared  with  3,C12,0()3  tons  for 
the  corresponding  month  in  1915.  France  led  in  purcliases,  followed 
hy  Italy,  Denmark,  Norway,  and  Spain.  The  amounts  for  the  prin- 
cipal countries  were  as  follows: 


Coantir. 


France  

Italy  

neamaA... 

Norwftr  

Spain  

Argrotina . . 

Sweden  

NMtMiiaBds 


January, 
1915. 


Tons. 
1,383.961 

208. 7R4 
210.33^ 
125. 3M 
178,000 
262,  U3G 
131,378 


January, 
ISIO. 


1,347,586 

m.m 

I9J.R1I 
170,O.Vi 
143 
158,231 
123.227 
110,017 


Country. 


Portugal  

A^rla  

Canary  Islands 

Gibraltar  

Bnull  

t^TUf^iay  


January, 
1015. 


Toru. 
fi7,40j 

m,W7 
99,227 
33.997 
30,209 

19,092 


Januarj', 
1016. 


Tons. 

Ro.ri 

S3. 91.1 
Sl.SU 
■13.874 
3I,03» 
31,415 
30.007 
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co]n)iTioHS  m  the  pbehch  lumbeb  trade. 

A  memorandum  on  the  importation  of  lumber  into  France,  pre- 
pared by  a  wholesale  lumber  firm  in  Havre,  was  forwarded  to  the 
Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce  by  the  General  Com- 
missioner of  Canada  in  Paris  and  was  published  in  the  Depart- 
ment's Weekly  Bulletin  for  March  20.  Though  written  from  the 
Canadian  point  of  view,  the  following  extracts  contain  facts  and 
suggestions  that  may  prove  of  value  to  United  States  e3cporters: 

The  firm  In  question,  as  Is  the  case  with  all  French  concerns  known  as  deal- 
em  in  lumber  from  the  Baltic,  in  exclusively  Interested  in  the  importation  and 
sale  of  lumber  for  building  purposea.  Their  requirements  hove  been  so  tax 
entirely  taken  care  of  by  Importing  Baltic  lumber ;  that  is  to  aay,  from  Swedea, 
Non\*ay,  Flnlimd,  and  the  Baltic  Provinces  of  Russia. 

Paj'ments  u-ere  made  by  draft  accepted  by  the  buyer,  against  documents  at  3 
days*  sight,  less  discount  of  2i  per  cent,  or  at  4  fhonths,  at  the  option  of  the 
buyer.  Tlirae  conditions  imply  great  confidence  on  the  part  of  the  seller,  and 
were  very  liberally  offered  by  the  Baltic  exporters,  which  explains  their  almost 
complete  capture  of  tlie  Imober  trade  In  nortliern  and  western  Europe. 

Agents  In  Paris — Fir  Prlee*  Iicnrer  than  Swedltli  Lnmlwr. 

The  Swedish  sawmills  nre  represente<l  In  France  by  general  agents  resldli^ 
In  Paris,  who  cover  from  there  all  the  French  ports.  These  agents  deal  either 
on  behalf  of  the  sawmills  or  In  their  own  name,  and  guarantee  to  tlie  buyer 
tlie  execution  of  the  contract.  Fe%v  cases  are  kno^vn  where  deals  have  bcaa 
closed  direct  between  (Canadian  lumber  mills  and  French  Importers.  If  pro> 
dnccrs  In  the  Dominion  desire  to  extend  tlielr  connections  with  France,  tbey 
would  have  every  interest  In  opening  agencies  In  Paris.  These  relations  can  alt 
the  iK^tter  be  develope<l,  a»  the  didlruUien  of  imimrting  Baltic  lumber  since  the 
beginning  of  the  war  have  induced  Freiicli  lumber  dealers  to  renew  their  rela- 
tions with  (Jnnadn.  Moreover,  nfttT  hostIIIti«?a  cense  the  requirements  In  con- 
struction lumber  will  certainly  be  considerable,  and  wlU  exceed  the  Baltic  pro- 
duction, CRiKHrlnlly  if  it  Is  rem«nbered  that  the  pmrt  of  Riga,  which  exported 
yeju'ly  nearly  one-fourtli  of  this  lumber,  Ims  sulTered  from  the  fact  tluit  tba 
forests  of  Its  back  country  have  been  destroyetl  by  war. 

With  the  exception  of  spruce  luiulier  of  superior  grade,  Canadian  fir  can  not 
compete  In  Frnn<-e  with  other  varieties  of  lumber  known  as  Riga,  and  will  dius 
always  have  to  be  quoted  at  priCM  slightly  lower  tlinn  lumber  from  Sweden.  • 

[An  article  on  the  timber  trade  of  France  appeared  in  Commercb 
Kei-orts  for  Mar.  24,  1916.] 


EFFICIEHT  HOSPITAL  S£BVIC£  IS  H£W  SBUJISWICE. 

ICoQsal  Edward  A.  Doir,  St.  Sieplien,  New  Bronswlck,  Canada,  Uar.  10.] 

For  some  years  St.  Stephen  has  maintained  a  well-e^uipi>ed  hos- 
pital. The  original  building  and  groimds  were  deeded  to  a  board 
of  trustees,  who  receive  grants  annually  from  the  city  and  county 
to  assist  in  giving  free  service  in  the  wards  for  those  unable  to  pay. 

The  hosi)it»l  (Imown  as  tlie  Ohipman  Memorial  Hospital)  is  open 
to  all  regular  physicians  not  only  in  this  and  adjoining  localities  but 
also  in  Cahiis,  Me.,  which  city  contributes  through  its  medical  men 
largely  to  the  success  attending  the  work,  particularly  in  the  surgical 
branch.  In  the  past  some  of  the  supplies  were  bought  on  the  Conti- 
nent; but  that  source  of  supply  is  now  cut  off,  and  it  has  been  diffi- 
cult to  get  certain  medicines  and  surgical  instruments,  though  many 
of  the  latter  are  purchased  in  the  United  States. 
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FEEtr  USES  MAHT  DfPOETED  HATS. 

[CoDSQl  Ocaeral  WUlIam  W.  Handley,  Callao-Llma,  Feb.  1.] 

There  is  only  one  manufacturer  of  women's  hats  in  the  Lima  dis- 
trict, and  this  establislunent  is  not  large.  The  concern  imports  most 
of  the  raw  material  from  Italy.  The  latest  available  statistics  of 
imports,  those  for  1913  and  1914,  show  that  a  large  percentage  of 
this  trade  is  with  Italy. 

The  styles  in  vogue  here  are  European.  The  year  is  divided  into 
two  seasons — winter  and  summer.  During  the  former,  felt,  cloth,  or 
velvet  hats  are  worn ;  during  the  latter  both  sexes  wears  straw  hats. 
The  largest  sales  are  believed  to  be  during  the  summer  season,  which 
lasts  from  about  December  1  to  June  1.  Hats  and  shapes  are  im- 
ported mostly  by  the  larger  importing  houses,  which  sell  to  the 
smaller  millinery  establishments,  although  some  of  the  latter  import 
direct  for  their  own  use. 

The  hat  business  for  both  sexes  is  largely  in  the  hands  of  Itiilians 
or  firms  of  Italian  origin.  All  correspondence  with  Peruvian  firms 
should  be  in  the  spani^  language  and  all  weights  and  measurements 
in  the  metric  system. 

[Statistics  In  taubnlated  form,  showing  the  quantities  and  values  of  all  kinds 
of  hats  Imoortcd  into  Callao-Llnm  durloK  1913  and  1014.  with  countries  of 
origin,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bnreau  of  Forel^  and  Domestic  Commerce  or 
Its  district  offices.  A  list  of  the  principal  Importers  of  hats  in  that  district  may 
also  be  obtained  from  the  same  ofiiccs.   Refer  to  file  No.  73005.] 


CAKABIAN  BEKAKS  FOB  HI6H-FRESSVBE  STEAU  PACEXNO. 

[CoDBuI  Gebhard  Willrleli.  Qaebce.  Mar.  10.] 

The  market  for  American  packing  in  Quebec  is  confined  prin- 
cipally to  high-pressure  steam  packing,  that  grade  not  being  made 
in  Canada.  Slanufacturers  here  produce  all  other  grades.  A  dealer 
states  that  the  American  manufacturer  should  make  up  small  sample 
lots  and  give  the  best  jobbing  price,  together  with  a  memorandum 
regarding  freight  and  other  cliarges.  Tliis  would  enable  the  dealer 
here  to  test  the  merits  of  the  packing,  and  if  after  such  a  test  it 
proved  as  good  as  the  article  already  on  the  market  and  the  price 
was  right  there  should  be  no  obstacle  to  its  sale. 

Any  broadening  of  the  market  for  American  products  depends 
solely  on  the  pront  they  will  yield  to  the  local  dealers,  other  things 
being  e^ual.  The  Canadian  import  duty  on  packing  imported  from 
the  United  States  is  35  per  cent  plus  7^  per  cent  war  tax,  or  42^ 
per  cent. 

[A  Hat  of  dealers  In  packing  at  Quebec  may  be  obtainetl  from  the  Bureau 
of  Foreien  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices.  Refer  to  file  No. 
78765.] 

A  copy  in  German  of  a  report  on  the  Schoenfeld  mining  district, 
accompanied  by  two  maps  of  the  region,  has  been  received  from 
Consul  Wallace  J.  Young,  at  Carlsbad,  Austria,  and  may  be  in- 
spected at  the  Bureau  oi  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its 
district  offices.  Kefer  to  file  No.  73585. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1190 


COHMEBCB  BEPOBTtt. 


imOBT  OF  BUrX  OF  TA7AH. 

[Consul  Geacral  Geo.  H.  Scldmore,  Yokobama,  F^.  21.1 

The  balance  sheet  of  the  Bank  of  Japan  for  the  six  months  ended 
December  31,  1915,  contains  the  following  statement  of  assets  and 
liabilities  (with  yen  converted  to  American  currency  at  the  rate  of 
49.8  cents) : 


Assets. 


BtBlulorj'  ftdrances  to  Oovenunoit. 

Loanf  

Adianct't  onfora'gn  bills  

Adraacot  on  current  oocounta.  

Bills  dbcQuntwl  

]>epcsits  

QoveromMit  bends  

Bullion  

Due  fran  otber  banks  

ForeiffD  iK«ncIei'  accounts  

Agencie>' accounts  lor  Government 
nilways  


Amount. 


Assets. 


«0,967. 

972, 
10,3G2. 

417. 
17.404, 
31,171, 
21,  MN, 

so,7a>, 

22, 
133,  «7, 


2,396,188 


Agencies*  aceoonts   for  National 

debts.  

Subagencies'  accounts  

BD^peosc  payinents   

Oflloe  ground,  and  building  

Incalled  capital  

Cub  on  hand  


Total. 


AifHfliirt_ 


«27.S70.TS 
217.  M> 

851.  mr 

l.3».US 
1I,2IS.Z90 


3e,oi4,: 


LlabUttles. 


Amount. 


LiabUltles. 


AmMmt. 


Notes  tasoed  

Qovemnient  dmoelts  

Oovemment  rail  wsjr  deposits  

Doposita  lor  pavment  ol  prlntdpal 

and  IntaFMt  (tf  national  debts  

Funds  for  parmont  of  mtnt  certifl- 

cate-i  

Current  accounts  

Depatlt  roreipts  

Bins  payablo  

Duo  10  oLbor  buuka  


S314.423,79R 
84,076,198 
2,338,188 

»,  153, 300 

718.960 
4.«5,»13 
1,297, 340 

lOfi 
15,7li2 


Euspmse  receipts  

Autboriitd  capital  

Reserve  fund  

Roserve  far  d^iHiciatlon  ot  bank 

P'emises  

Proflt  braocbt  forward  fran  tel 

bait-year  

Nei  proflt  lot  cnment  balf-year . . 

Total  


$i,us.7n 
a9,no,at 

MI,U< 

1,967,874 


385,014,231 


Charges  against  the  profit  and  loss  account  consdsted  of :  Current 
expenses,  taxes,  interest,  etc.,  $1,967,820;  dividend  at  the  rate  of  13 
per  cent  per  annum,  $1,121,625;  amount  carried  to  reserve  fund, 
^49,250;  amount  carried  to  reserve  against  depreciation  of  bank 
premises,  $4,985;  bonus  and  allowance,  $80,258;  balance  carried  for- 
ward to  next  account,  $861,409. 


PRICE  AOBEEBIENT  FOB  CEIXVLOSE  FAC!rOBIE& 

[Consul  Ilarrr  O.  Seltzer,  Brcslau,  Gcnnany.  Feb.  23.] 

The  increasing  difficulties  in  production  and  the  rising  prices  of 
raw  materials  have  caused  a  number  of  the  most  important  cellulose 
manufacturers  in  the  Breslau  consular  district  to  establish  a  tem- 
porary price  agreement.  The  objects  of  the  Verein  are,  first,  to  take 
simultaneous  steps  to  increase  the  prices  of  all  paper  and  paper 
products;  and,  second,  to  regulate  both  production  and  prices  after 
the  war. 

A  recent  report  from  the  Schlesische  Zellulose-  und  Pnpierfab- 
rilcen  A.  G.  in  Coimnersdorf  states  that  the  first  six  months  of  the 
present  business  year  were  satisfactory,  although  there  is  a  loss  by 
comparison  with  the  year  1914-15.  In  view  of  the  present  sati^ 
factory  working  conditions,  the  management  believes  that  the  prices 
of  finished  products  may  be  increased  to  correspond  with  the  rt^ng 
prices  of  raw  materials  and  that  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1916,  it  may  be  possible  to  overcome  some  of  the  losses  of  tlxe  pre- 
ceding year,  although  it  will  hardly  be  possible  to  earn  a  dividend. 
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KAV1J7ACTUSE  OF  TUHOSTEH  IH  UNITED  KINODOM. 

[Consul  John  U.  Savage.  Sheffield.  Feb.  21).] 

The  most  important  alloy  in  the  manufacture  of  "  iiigh-speed" 
st«el  is  tungsten,  and  Sheffield  holds  the  i)reniier  position  in  Great 
Britain  in  the  manufacture  of  this  product;  in  fart,  it  is  the  most 
important  of  all  the  steel  manufactured  here. 

Although  up  to  the  present  the  bulk  of  wolfram  ore,  from  which 
tunssten  is  extracted,  is  produced  in  British  colonies,  until  recently 
steel  manufacturers  in  this  country  depended  ahnost  entirely  on 
Germany  for  their  supply.  There  was  only  one  concern  in  Great 
Britain  that  handled  wolfram  ore,  and  the  production  of  tungsten 
by  this  company  was  of  minor  importance.  Consequently  steel 
makers  here  suddenly  found  themselves  confronted  with  a  situation 
that  required  increased  consumption  of  tungsten  and  the  usual 
source  of  supply  entirely  cut  off.  To  relieve  the  situation,  factories 
for  the  extraction  of  tungsten  were  established  and  the  supply  of 
wolfram  ore  in  the  British  colonies  was  commandeered  by  the  Oot- 
ermnent.  This  had  the  effect  of  insuring  a  supply  for  the  current 
needs  of  British  steel  makers. 

Control  of  Wolfram  Ore — Price  of  TuagBteu  on  Amerioan  Karket. 

In  order,  so  far  as  possible,  to  conserve  the  manufacture  of  high- 
speed steel  in  the  hands  of  British  steel  makers  after  the  war  a 
movement  has  been  started  with  a  view  to  inducing  the  Government 
to  continue  after  the  conclusion  of  peace  the  present  reflation  for 
controlling  the  exportation  of  wolfram  ore  from  the  British  colonies. 

Steel  manufacturers  in  the  ITnited  States,  as  regards  the  major 
part  of  their  supply  of  tungsten,  are  apparently  in  the  same  positioa 
as  was  England.  It  is  known  that  since  the  war  tun^iten  has  had  a 
phenomenal  rise  in  price  in  the  American  market. 

Owing  to  present  conditions  no  tungsten  can  be  imported  from 
Germany,  and  none  can  be  exported  from  Great  Britain  except  under 
Government  license. 
Its  Vs»  for  EUetrle-Llght  Bulbs. 

In  addition  to  its  use  as  a  steel  alloy,  Germany  had  also  developed 
the  use  of  tungsten  to  a  considerable  extent  in  the  manufacture  of 
electric-light  bulbs,  and  had  created  a  large  business  in  the  export 
of  same.  During  1913  the  exports  from  Germany  of  electric  lamps 
with  metal  wires  or  filaments  were  valued  at  $10,719,044,  and  for  the 
Arsb  six  months  of  1914,  $4,574,360.  The  principal  countries  of 
destination  were  Russia^  Great  Britain,  Italy,  Austria-Hungaiy, 
Japan,  and  France. 

[A  r^rt  on  the  experitneots  in  tho  melting  of  "  high-speed  "  steel  io  electric 
furnaces  In  Sheffield  was  published  lu  Com m keck  Repobts  for  Mar.  23, 1910.] 


Coffee  Snbatitnte  in  Chile. 


Fig  coffee  and  barley  coffee  have  been  placed  on  the  market  by  A 
coffee  and  peanut  roasting  establishment  in  Santiago.   In  a  letter 

published  in  the  Boletin  de  la  Sociedad  de  Fomento  Fabril,  it  is  said 
that  the  wholesome  qualities  of  these  substitutes  and  their  low  price 
have  made  them  popular  in  Santiago  and  the  Provinces.  While 
coffee  is  quoted  at  23  to  46  cents  a  pound,  coffee  of  toasted  figs  oi; 
malted  barley  may  be  obtained  for  7  cents  a  pound. 
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RESTEICTED  MtiPJIKllH  PBOX  BBITISH  CEDTA. 

[Consul  Oeoeral  George  B.  AnderMH,  Ben^inic,  Feb.  1.] 

The  advance  in  freight  rates  across  the  Pacific  Ocean,  reported  in 
disiiatches  from  the  Honglcon^  consulate  general,  has  been  met  by 
advances  of  rates  in  all  directions.  The  latest  change  has  been  in 
rates  from  Japan  and  Hongkong  to  Europe,  made  by  the  Japanese 
lines  of  steamers.  The  advance  on  goods  from  Japan  requires  gov- 
ernmental approval  under  the  terms  of  the  subsidy  arrangements  of 
the  Japanese  lines.  The  rapid  advance  in  freight  rates  generally 
has  placed  the  Government-aided  Japanese  lines  at  a  disadvantage 
in  that  thej  have  not  been  able  to  increase  rates  except  with  such 
approval,  which  is  not  readily  obtained.  The  demand  for  tonnage 
in  all  directions,  however,  has  been  such  that  rates  simply  must 
adrance. 

Keans  by  Which  Large  Advance  Is  Ohtalned. 

In  practically  all  lines  of  shipping  the  advance  has  been  secured 
not  only  by  increasing  announced  rates  but  also  by  discrimination 
iigainst  clieap  cargo.  Tlie  situation  is  well  illustrated  by  the  trans- 
Pacific  charges  recently  announced.  The  minimum  under  this  an- 
nounced tariff  is  $12  gold  per  ton,  ship  s  option,  this  rate  applying 
to  goods  which  two  j'ears  ago  were  carried  at  as  low  as  $2.50  gold 
per  ton.  As  a  matter  of  fact  no  trans-Pacific  ships  at  this  time  are 
taking  cargo  of  such  clasf-es  at  such  rates.  They  shut  out  all  cheap 
cargo  and  accept  only  such  cargo  as  pays  frcni  ¥20  gold  per  ton  up. 
A  ship  now  loading  in  Hongkong  Harbor  is  filled  with  cargo  at  no 
rate  less  than  $25  gold  per  ton,  some  of  the  si>ecial  cargo  running 
as  high  as  $100  per  ton. 

Not  only  are  such  rates  raising  the  cost  of  Asiatic  commodities 
in  the  United  States  in  a  most  material  way,  but  they  are  completelT 
shutting  out  of  the  United  States  and  Europe  many  Asiatic  prod- 
ucts. Philippine  sugar  men  report  that  at  present  freight  rates, 
which  are  certuinly  not  to  be  lowered  in  the  immediate  future,  it 
is  impossible  to  move  the  territory's  sugar  crop.  Rates  on  hemp 
have  so  advanced  that  the  hemp  crop  can  be  moved  only  at  a 
sacrifice.  South  China  products  generally  are  not  moving  fnnn 
Hongkong  at  all.  The  bulk  of  the  freight  going  forward  at  presoit 
from  this  port  consists  of  through  cargo  for  which  there  is  spedal 
demand  in  the  United  States  and  Eui-ojie. 
Kach  Space  Reserred  for  Japanese  Forts. 

Another  serious  factor  in  the  South  China  situation  lies  in  the 
fact  that  the  immensely  greater  portion  of  the  space  available  in 
trans-Pacific  steamers  is  reserved  for  Japan  ports,  in  accordance 
with  the  policy  adopted  by  the  Japanese  Government  about  a  year 

The  steamers  of  the  Nippon  Yusen  Kaisha  on  the  European  run 
have  abandoned  the  route  through  the  Suez  Canal,  and  the  com- 
pany is  not  running  its  steamers  from  Japan  and  Hongkong  through 
the  usual  ports  to  Colombo  and  thence  to  Durban,  Cape  ']u>wn,  and 
Teneriffe,  abandoning  the  Marseille  call.  This  <^ange  in  route 
lengthens  the  time  of  the  trip  greatly  and  is  likely  to  have  a  number 
of  other  results. 
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Japanese  business  men  alrendy  nre  takinfr  ndvanta^e  of  the  route 
by  way  of  South  Africa  to  open  up  business  relations  with  that 
part  of  the  world.  They  have  commenced  to  secure  part  of  their 
wool  supply  from  Africa  instead  of  from  Au^^tralia,  and  are  send- 
ing forward  samples  of  Japanese  mcrclinndisc  of  many  sorts.  Tliere 
is  also  likelihood  that  both  pasaenger  and  freight  rates  from  the 
Far  East  to  Europe  will  be  advanced  as  a  ro?ult  of  the  increase  in 
tiie  cost  of  sending  ships  by  the  new  route.  Many  lines  of  ships  of 
other  nationalities,  also,  are  no  longer  sailing  by  way  of  the  Suez 
Canal. 

Speenlation  Approaching  Dangerous  Point 

Charter  rates  for  all  sorts  of  vessels,  for  anything,  in  fact,  that 
will  float,  long  ago  passed  the  reasonable  point  and  are  now  largely 
the  subject  matter  for  speculation,  which  in  K<>nio  cases  is  approaching 
a  very  dangerous  point.  Fortunes  are  Iwing  made  and  lost  daily 
in  the  chartering  and  rechartering  and  in  the  purchase  and  sale  of 
eiiips.  On  the  other  hand,  the  sudden  or  even  rapid  ending  of  the 
war  in  Europe  will  certainly  lead  to  a  crash  in  shipping  circles, 
causing  immense  losses  to  widespread  interests.  There  is  no  plia.s6 
of  the  ^hipping  situation  in  the  Far  East  at  the  present  time  which 
may  be  considered  to  be  on  a  sound  basis. 


DEPARTUENT  STOEE  EXPANSION  IN  EONOEONa. 

(Oonitul  Oenernl  (icnrge  E.  AnderaoD,  I'Vb.  T.] 

Further  expansion  and  development  of  the  department-store  busi- 
ness is  to  be  noted  at  Hongkong.  In  addition  to  the  new  establish- 
ment just  inaugurated  by  one  of  the  largopt  concerns  of  the  sort 
fsee  CoMMEKcE  Repokts  for  Mar.  3]  anotlicr  concern  of  the  same 
class  [The  Sun  Co.  (Ltd.),  Des  Voeux  Koad,  Hongkong]  is  com- 
mencing the  complete  remodeling  of  its  plant  and  preparatory 
thereto  it  has  acquired  two  stores  additional  to  its  present  premises. 
This  same  concern  is  also  conuneiK  ing  the  erection  in  Canton  of  a 
new  establishment  casting  about  $r)O(),600  gold  for  its  Canton  branch 
and  the  construction  of  a  hotel  to  be  run  on  modern  European  and 
American  plans  but  with  Chinese  management.  All  the  new  build' 
ings  will  have  complete  modern  equipment  including  six  elevators 
and  independent  electric  light  and  power  plants,  and  all  such  equip- 
ment and  the  steel  for  construction  of  all  the  buildings  are  to  come 
from  the  United  States.  In  spite  of  considerable  local  business  de- 
pression these  concerns  have  continued  the  rapid  development  of 
their  business  and  they  are  even  more  strongly  than  ever  important 
factors  in  the  introduction  of  foreign  goods  among  the  Chinese. 


Factory  Training  for  Students  in  Chile. 

At  the  request  of  the  school  of  arts  and  trade  in  Santiago,  a  cir- 
cular was  sent  by  the  Sociedad  de  Fomento  Fabril  to  Chilean  indus- 
trial establishments,  asking  that  trades  students  be  taken  into  fac- 
tories during  the  two  months'  vacation  and  i»ut  at  ]>ractieal  work 
\vith  such  remuneration  as  could  be  given.  A  favoraljle  response  has 
been  received  from  several  manufacturing  Arms,  and  it  is  believed  tlio 
arrangement  will  be  advantageous  to  both  manufacturer  and  student. 
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FEATVB^  OF  ABOENTINE  FAILM*nfFLE!]C£HT  TRADE. 

[Special  Agent  P.  H.  Von  Motz.] 

The  writer  witnessed  the  operation  of  a  two-bottom  ^uig  plow  of 
American  manufacture,  near  Flores,  in  the  Province  of  Buenos  Aires. 
The  land  in  which  it  was  working  was  a  worn-out  patch  of  alfalfo. 
The  ground  had  been  softened  by  recent  rains  and  was  in  good  c<m- 
dition  for  plowing.  There  were  in  the  field  a  great  many  weeds, 
however,  and  the  forward  bottom  of  the  plow  had  a  tendency  to 
chock  at  times.  This  was  due  to  the  fact  ttiat  the  plow  was  rather 
short-beamed  and  the  front  furrow  wheel  was  placed  too  close  to 
the  front  bottom.  The  rear  wheel  was  set  to  run  in  the  center  of  the 
furrow,  and  the  farmer,  not  being  an  expert  at  tliis  line  of  work,  had 
the  horses  hitched  in  such  a  manner  that  there  was  considerable  side 
draft.  The  plow  was  cutting  to  a  depth  of  about  7  inches,  and  the 
dirt  rising  high  on  the  moldboard  caused  the  plow  to  swing  over 
against  the  furrow  wall.  The  rear  landslide  thus  rubbed  on  the 
furrow  wall  and  increased  the  draft,  and  the  farmer  was  not  very 
well  pleased  with  tlie  implement  Had  the  manufacturer  constructed 
the  rear  wheel  so  as  to  permit  it  to  run  in  the  corner  of  the  furrow, 
thereby  keeping  the  landslide  away  from  the  furrow  wall  and  reduc- 
ing the  friction  and  draft,  this  dimculty  would  have  been  eliminated. 
I?nless  this  fault  in  the  plow  is  remedied,  it  is  doubtful  if  the  manu- 
facturer will  be  able  to  keep  the  trade  of  this  particular  farmer,  or 
to  gain  that  of  his  friends. 

Demonstration  of  Light  Tractor  Plow. 

At  an  a^icultural  school  just  outside  of  Buenos  Aires  a  demonstra- 
tion was  given  of  the  Bull  tractor  attached  to  a  two-bottom  automatic- 
lift  light  tractor  plow  of  American  make.  The  engine  and  plow  did 
very  fair  work  in  a  rough,  worn-out,  alfalfa  field.  This  engine,  on 
account  of  its  size,  is  something  new  in  this  country,  but  it  pulled 
the  28-inch  two-bottom  plow  witli  case.  It  did  not  overheat,  althou^ 
the  dov  was  almost  suifocating,  nor  was  there  any  other  engine  trouble. 
The  plow,  although  it  did  very  good  work,  might  be  improved  up<Hi 
by  clianging  the  moldboard  to  a  quicker  turning  stubble  bottom, 
llie  present  moldboard  carries  the  soil  too  far  back  and  does  not  turn 
it  quickly  enough.  There  was  some  complaint  on  accoimt  of  the  low 
construction  of  the  front  end  of  the  plow.  The  present  type  works 
very  nicely  in  new  land  and  in  stubble,  but  does  not  have  sufficient 
clearance  under  the  beams  and  lifting  mechanism  to  do  good  work 
in  cornstalks.  This  machine  has  about  8  horeepower  at  the  draw- 
bar and  pulls  two  14-inch  bottoms.  It  is  the  opinion  of  implement 
men  who  have  seen  demonstrations  of  this  tractor  and  plow  tliat  a 
machine  having  not  less  than  15  horsepower  at  the  drawbar  and 
capable  of  pulling  three  14-inch  bottoms  will  find  a  much  greater 
sale  in  Argentina  than  the  present  machine.  The  farmers  of  Argen- 
tina desire  a  tractor  that  may  be  utilized  for  operating  corn  sheUers 
and  small  thrashers  as  well  as  for  plowing,  which  requires  an  engine 
that  is  capable  of  developing  at  least  15  horsepower  on  the  drawoar. 

Stot3t  of  Earrestingr  MaeMnery  £xlunsted — Sale  of  Flowi. 

A  visit  to  the  larger  houses  of  Buenos  Aires  carrying  agricul- 
tural machinery  revealed  the  fact  that  they  had  disposed  of  their 
entire  stoi'k  of  harvesting  machinery,  except  a  few  imimportant 
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shipments  which  arriTed  too  late  for  use  this  year.  Importers  of 
American  threshing  machinery  hare  nearly  sold  out  of  lurge  ma- 
chines and  entirely  out  of  small  units. 

Plow  sales  have  commenced  (January  20),  and  several  houses 
report  that  thev  have  sold  from  five  to  six  times  as  many  during  the 
first  20  days  of  January  than  during  the  entire  month  of  January, 
1915.  Some  concerns  claim  they  have  sold  more  plows  during  Janu- 
ary  of  this  year  than  during  both  January  and  February  of  last  year. 

New  Type  of  Harresting  Kachlne  (or  Ai^enttna. 

Recently  I  was  present  at  the  trial  of  a  new  8-foot  grain  binder 
sent  to  Ar^ntina  by  one  of  the  leading  agricultural  implement 
manufacturing  firms  of  the  United  States.  The  binder  was  started 
in  heavy  Barletta "  wheat  which  had  been  planted  in  very  rough 
ground  that  had  been  poorly  plowed.  The  surface  of  the  soil  was 
very  loose,  and  as  the  field  was  quite  hilly  swne  trouble  was  expected. 
It  was  thought  that  the  loose  soU  would  not  be  firm  enough  to  permit 
the  bull  wheel  to  operate  without  slipping.  This  expected  trouble 
proved  to  be  unfounded,  as  the  machine  tied  every  bundle  without  a 
hitch.  Farmers  who  had  heard  that  a  new  machme  was  being  tried 
out,  and  had  come  tosee  its  construction  and  WM-k,  all  expressed  them- 
selves as  being  highly  satisfied  with  the  demonstration.  The  regular 
&-foot  binder  supplied  to  the  trade  in  the  United  States  could  be  sold 
in  large  numbers  in  this  country,  and  it  would  also  be  worth  while 
for  manufacturers  to  build  a  12-foot  header  and  combined  IS-foot 
header  and  binder,  constructed  along  the  same  lines  as  their  8-foot 
machine.  It  might  be  well  to  provide  for  a  different  type  of  lug  or 
cleat  on  the  bull  wheel  for  work  in  light,  sandy  soil,  though  a  special 
wheel  to  meet  this  condition  has  probably  already  been  made.  A  set 
of  transport  trucks  was  sent  with  this  binder,  out  such  trucks  arer 
seldom,  if  ever^  used  in  this  country.  IloldingSj  as  a  rule,  are  very 
cxten^re,  and  if  the  farmer  wants  to  take  his  binder  from  one  field 
to  another  he  usually  takes  down  a  part  of  the  fences  as  he  comes  to 
them  and  goes  across  the  fields. 

Sbeep-Shearinff  Outfits  In  Sio  Hcgxc — Rew  Hethod  of  Siloing  Alfalfa. 

It  is  estimated  that  there  are  at  this  time  7,730,000  sheep  in  the 
Rio  Negro  Territory  of  Argentina.  Hundreds  of  portable  shearing 
outfits,  mounted  on  steel  trucks  and  operated  by  gasoline  engines,  are 
required  for  shearing  these  sheep.  Formerly  a  very  large  majority 
of  these  outfits  came  from  England,  but  of  late  years  American  ma- 
chinery of  this  class  has  been  sold  extensively. 

I  rode  out  into  the  country  about  10  or  12  miles,  where  I  found  a 
field  of  very  fine  alfalfa  which  was  being  cut.  The  owner  of  tiie 
place  takes  the  green  alfalfa  from  the  field  and  stacks  it  without  giv- 
mg  it  a  chance  to  cure.  When  the  stack  is  finished  fresh  earth  to  tiie 
d^th  of  about  5  feet  is  carefully  placed  on  top  of  the  stack.  The 
weight  of  the  earth  gradually  caused  the  alfalfa  to  settle  in  a  compact 
mass  by  forcing  all  the  air  out  of  the  stack.  Thus  a  natural  silo  is 
formed,  where,  I  am  told,  the  alfalfa  keeps  splendidly  as  long  as  three 
or  four  years.  Naturally  the  alfalfa  around  the  outside  edge  of  the 
stack,  and  into  it  for  a  distance  of  about  a  foot,  spoils,  but  the  re- 
mainder supplies  a  quantity  of  fresh  ^reen  hay  at  any  time  it  may 
be  wanted.  The  farmers  have  been  usmg  rudely  constructed  sleds  to 
drag  the  alfalfa  from  tlie  field  to  the  stack,  but  efforts  are  now  bein^ 
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made  to  iiiUuce  theui  to  use  hay  racks  and  hay  loaders,  and  some  30 
of  these  hay  loaders  will  be  brought  down  by  wie  of  the  importing 
houses  in  Buenos  Aires  for  trial  in  the  Province  of  Buenos  Aires  next 
season.  As  this  simple  method  of  providing  green  hay  becomes  more 
generally  known  and  is  adopted  in  other  parts  of  the  county  it  ought 
to  open  a  market  for  some  type  of  hay  loader  which  will  handle  greoi 
alfalfa. 

POWEE  FBOH  CTTEEEifTS  IS  BAY  OP  FTJITOT. 

[CoDsuI  Ilenr;  S.  Culver,  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  Mar.  14.] 

Efforts  are  now  being  made  to  utilize  the  swift  tidal  currents  in 
the  Bay  of  Fundy  in  tlie  production  of  power.  This  bay  extends 
from  the  Island  of  Grand  Manan,  off  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Croix 
Eiver,  in  a  northeasterly  direction  for  about  150  miles.  It  separates 
the  Provinces  of  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia,  and  for  two- 
thirds  of  its  length  from  Grand  Manan  is  a  straight  solid  bodv  of 
water  some  40  miles  in  width,  then  is  split  by  a  narrow  neck  of  land 
into  two  almost  equal  legs,  the  left  leg  Known  as  Chignecto  Bay  and 
the  right  leg  as  Minas  Basin.  In  this  great  body  of  water  the  tides 
of  the  ocean  rise  to  a  greater  height  than  anywhere  else  in  the  world. 
Provinces  Interested  in  Flans  to  Utilise  Cnrreats. 

At  the  head  of  the  bay  in  the  two  legs  mentioned  the  tides  reach 
the  height  of  50  feet ;  even  at  the  city  of  St.  John  on  the  main  body 
of  the  bay  they  rise  28  to  30  feet.  In  some  places  there  are  rei^  swift 
currents,  exceeding,  in  fact,  the  flow  of  the  swiftest  rivers,  and  it  is 
the  utilization  of  these  currents  for  power  that  is  now  greatly  int^- 
esting  the  maritime  Provinces  of  Canada. 

The  general  flow  in  the  middle  of  the  bay  is  from  1  to  2  knots 
per  hour,  and  the  maximum  rate  at  Digby  gut  on  the  Nova  Scotia 
coast  is  4  loiots,  but  in  the  right  leg  of  the  bay,  known  as  Minas 
Channel,  the  rate  is  from  8  to  10  knots. 

This  rapid  current  is  doubtless  due  to  the  peculiar  shape  and 
formation  of  a  neck  of  land  known  as  Cape  Split,  which  extends 
up  into  Minas  Basin  in  the  shape  of  a  hooK  narrowing  the  waters 
of  Minas  Basin  at  the  extreme  end  of  the  cape  to  a  very  few  miles. 
It  is  at  this  point  that  the  waters  of  the  bay  offer  the  greatest  ad- 
vantages for  water  power,  because,  first,  there  will  be  no  obstruction 
to  navigation;  second,  it  is  an  ideal  location  for  a  power  house; 
third,  here  is  the  swiftest  current;  fourth,  here  are  the  highest 
cliffs;  fifth,  it  is  the  central  position  in  relation  to  the  needs  of  the 
Provinces.  Within  a  radius  of  100  miles  an  urban  population  exceed- 
ing that  of  any  city  in  Canada,  except  Montreal,  can  be  readied. 

Xarge  Beservoirs  FreTiovsly  TTsed. 

Up  to  this  time  the  use  of  tidal  power  has  been  almost  entirely  b; 
means  of  large  reservoirs,  one  of  which  is  kept  at  high-tide  level 
and  empties  through  power  gates  to  the  ower  kept  at  low-tide 
level.  Those  who  are  promoting  this  power  scheme  at  Cape  Split 
because  of  the  great  current  at  this  point  expect  to  use  just  ttie  tidal 
current  rather  than  the  head  system.  Storage  will  have  to  be 
provided  for,  to  meet  the  periods  in  every  24  hours  when  the  tidal 
flow  .stops,  and  a  specially  designed  motor  will  have  to  be  made. 
Tliese  fcatui-es  are  now  taxing  the  skill  of  engineers  and  others  who 
ro  endeavoring  to  hai'ness  the  tides  of  the  Bay  of  Fnndy. 
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CHUJB  BEEBS  KEW  StOCES  OF  RIBBONS  AND  NOTIONS. 


It  is  probable  that  a  good  trade  in  ribbons  could  be  secured  in 
the  Antofagasta  district,  provided  the  dealers  obtained  what  tJiey 
consider  equitable  conditions  ns  to  prices  and  terms.  Imports  of 
fancy  articles  have  been  slight  since  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  and 
dealers'  stocks  are  reduced.  This  has  enabled  them  to  make  use  of 
old  docks  of  merchandise  which  otherwise  would  have  had  a  dow 


In  this  section  many  of  the  dry-goods  stores  do  not  carry  stocks 
of  notions  which  include  ribl>on&  They  will  sell  the  cloth  for  a 
dress  and  then  refer  the  purchaser  elsewhere  for  the  trimmings, 
buttons,  eta  The  notion  stores,  or  "  paqueterias,"  have  all  the  ac- 
oeasories  usually  carried  in  the  notion  departments  of  retail  dry- 
goods  stores  in  the  United  States. 

Betailers  Make  Frsctlce  of  Importing  Ooods. 


than  in  the  United  States.  In  the  past  travelers  from  European 
houses  would  visit  all  retail  dry  goods  and  notion  houses  and  sell  to 
them  from  sample,  shipping  the  goods  and  making  collections 
through  local  banks.  Generally  shipping  documents  ^^'ere  delivered 
to  consignees  upon  the  acceptance  of  90-aay  drafts. 

A  commercial  traveler  interested  in  ribbons  should  also  represent 
other  firms  which  export  notions,  hosiery,  pins,  hairpins,  corsets, 
tape,  perfumery,  toilet  articles,  buttons,  and  other  dress  and  toilet 
accesories. 

The  traveler  should  be  instructed  to  accept  orders  for  small  quan- 
tities should  the  purchaser  so  prefer.  A  man  representing  one 
American  firm  was  here  recently,  but  the  business  done  by  hini  was 
limited  by  instructions  to  sell  not  less  than  certain  sized  lots  of  each 
class  of  goods.  As  a  result,  many  merchants  who  were  willing  to 
order  what  they  knew  they  could  sell  refused  to  order  the  lots  which 
they  knew  were  too  large  for  their  trade. 
Tailors  Prepared  to  Bay  in  Small  Quantities. 

Betail  tailors  would  welcome  a  traveler  who  would  sell  them  wor- 
steds and  cassimeres  in  lengths  suitable  for  one  suit,  instead  of  by 
entire  bolts  of  the  cloth.  There  is  a  good  opening  for  a  firm  which 
can  do  business  in  this  way,  as  stocks  of  ca^imeres  and  worsteds  are 
low.  It  would  entail  more  work  on  packing  and  shipping  depart- 
ments, but,  on  the  other  hand,  would  be  productive  of  larger  sales  if 
the  right  kind  of  a  representative  were  scut. 

[A  list  of  dealers  In  Iquique  anil  Antofagnsta  who  might  be  Interested  In 
riUwns  and  other  qotlons  iuay  be  obtained  from  the  Puivau  ot  l<Vretga  and 
DomeBtic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  73S09.J 


District  Offices  of  the  Borean  of  Foreign  and  Dinaestic  Commerce. 

Hew  York,  Boom  409  ITnited  States  Customhouse;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
XTnited  States  Castomhouse;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  loois.  402  Third 
IFational  Bank  Baildlng;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  BuUdlag;  Xew  Orleans,  1020 
Hihemia  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  306  United  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
BSS  Alaslca  BuildiBE.  Cooperative  district  ofiLces:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
meree;  Oiaelnnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  ClnoinnaU,  ITew  Orleans  ft  Texas 
Paoifle  By.  Co.,  Cincinnati;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board 
of  Commerce;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  South  American  Agen% 
Sonthern  By.  Co.,  Chattanooga,  Tens.  ^  . 


[Consal  Tbomu  W.  Voetter,  Antofogsxta.  Fct>.  15.} 


sale. 


more  generally  here 
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PROPOSAIS  FOR  OOVESHICEHT  SUPPLIES  AHB  COHSTBUCTEOH. 

[CorreKpotKleccc  sboald  b«  direct  with  the  ofBces  named,  and  si>eciacati<ins  ean  nsoallj 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  the  goods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  pep- 
formed.  In  cases  where  the  time  limit  Is  too  ahurt  to-  permit  flmw  to  EUbmlt  tendm, 
they  should  at>k  to  be  placed  on  the  mallliig  lists  of  such  offices  to  receive  notice*  f  iii«f 
for  future  supplies  or  work  of  a  similar  nature.] 

Removing  superstructure  and  reconstrvetion  tcorfc,  No.  3070. — Sealed  proposals 
will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  supervlsfng  saperlntendent.  Room  408, 
post  office  and  courthouse,  San  Francisco,  Gal.,  until  May  1,  1916,  for  re- 
moving the  entire  superstmcture  of  the  preaent  dislnfbctlng  wlwrt  tndpd- 
Ing  nil  equipment,  etc.,  at  the  United  States  quarantine  station.  Honolnln, 
Hawaii,  and  reconstructing  same  on  new  foundationa.  Drawii^  and 
specificQtloiis  may  t>e  obtained  on  application  to  the  custodian  of  the  tfte 
ot  Honolulu  or  to  the  supervlains  superintendent,  San  Francisco. 

Riprap  and  capstones.  No.  3071 — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  United 
States  Engineer  Office,  WUmlugton.  N.  a,  until  April  29. 1916,  for  furnish- 
ing and  delivering  about  l^SOO  tons  of  riprap  ^ne  and  l^SOO  tons  ot  cap- 
stones. 

Transportation,  No.  3072, — Sealed  proposals  wlU  be  received  at  the  office  of 
the  Quaitermaster,  United  States  Army,  Itock  Island  Arsenal,  IlL,  until 
April  17,  1910,  for  the  hauling  required  by  the  Quartermaster  Corps  at 
that  arsenal  during  the  fiscal  year  commencing  July  1, 1916. 

Veterinary  supplies.  No.  3073. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  medical 
supply  depot.  United  States  Army,  Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco,  Oal.,  nntU 
March  28,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  at  warehouse  "  D,"  Fort 
Mason,  acetanllld,  tannic  acid,  aloes,  antlphloglstlne,  hydrobromlde  areco- 
line,  nrgyroi,  pliyslc  bails,  cotton  bnndajces,  white  enamel  basins,  medidne 
bottles,  catheters,  charcoal,  corlts,  digitallne,  antiseptic  gauze,  chloride 
of  lime,  iysol,  veterinary  oakum,  bichloride  of  mercury,  iodide  of  potas- 
sium, sulphate  of  quinine,  sulphate  of  sodium,  cough  sirup,  subnitrate  of 
bisinutb,  glycyrrhiza,  ichthyol,  eucalyptus  oil,  mercurial  ointment,  sul- 
phate of  sodium,  hydroclilorte  acid,  al-carso-sal,  borotol,  calcium  sulphide; 
deo-septl^  ergot,  liniment,  Turklsli  oil,  hoof  ointment,  sulphocattelates, 
tstrlngent  wash  tablets,  siylol,  anthelmintic,  laxative  compound,  creosote, 
filter  paper,  antlsui^urlne,  medicine  case,  hypodermic  syringe,  cedar  <M, 
peroxide  of  hydrogen,  and  prescription  scale. 

Old  rope,  scrap  iron,  brass,  and  aid  rubber.  No.  3074. — Sealed  proposals  will  be 
received  by  the  lighthouse  inspector,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  for  the  purchase  of 
2,i500  po\inds  of  old  rope,  2.000  pounds  of  scrap  iron,  1  lot  of  brass,  and  1 
lot  of  old  rubber.  Further  Information  may  be  obtained  on  application 
to  the  lighthouse  inspector,  St.  Ix>uls. 

CoTiduit  and  tciring  system,  etc..  No.  8075. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received 
at  the  office  of  the  Sujiervising  Architect,  Treasury  Department,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  until  April  20.  1916,  for  a  conduit  and  wiring  system,  light- 
ing fixtures,  etc.,  in  the  United  States  post  office,  Mortinsburg,  AV.  Va. 
Drawings  and  s!>ecificatlons  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  cus- 
todian of  the  site  at  Mortinsburg  or  to  tlie  Supervising  Architect,  Wash- 
ington. 

Navy  Department  supplies.  No.  3076. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  Nuvy  Department,  Washington,  D. 
to  which  bureau  bidders  desiring  to  submit  proposals  should  apply,  giving 
the  schedule  numbers,  for  the  supply  of  the  following:  Schedule  9434,  saw 
machine  oiul  dado  combinations,  and  single  cylinder  surfacer;  schedule 
048o,  steel  forglngs;  schedule  0430,  bIon*ers;  scliedule  9437,  winding  ma- 
cliine;  schedule  9438,  cotton  handkerchiefs,  woolen  socks,  and  salt  pork  in 
half  barrels;  schedule  0439,  motors;  schedule  0440,  coke  and  pig  iron; 
schedule  0441,  canned  lima  beans,  cocoa,  evaporated  milk,  canned  peaches, 
l)ei>per,  and  pickles;  schedule  9442,  copper  wire;  schedule  9443,  phosplior- 
bronze  wire;  schedule  0444,  three  conductor  cable,  and  asphalt  paving 
blocks;  schedule  0445,  35  kilowatt  oil  cooIe<l  transformers,  double-conductor 
cable,  and  pig  iron;  schc<lule  9440.  muriatic  acid,  plumbago  for  foundry 
use,  cut  copper  tacks  and  sheathing  nails,  spur-geared  chain  blocks,  and 
biu-dwnre;  schcilule  0447,  crnnk  shaft  and  steam-turbine  lathe,  and  bead 
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planer  and  horizontal  txvlng,  drtUliu;,  and  milling  machine ;  schedule 
common  hard  red  brick;  schedule  9449,  rubber  air  hose  and  rubber  sil  Jon 
lioee;  schedule  9450,  water  Alters  and  coolers,  rubber  ferrules,  straif;tit  ash 
oars,  portfolios  for  ships*  plans,  and  burlap;  schedule  9451,  lead  [)ii>e  for 
lining  steel  tubing,  standard  steel  pipe,  steel  tubing,  belU  for  power  boats, 
mounted  grlDdstones,  and  brass  grommets;  schedule  94o2,  Are  clay,  carbid 
of  sHlctm  fire  sand,  Turkish  towding,  transmitting  condensers,  and  antenna 
wire;  schedule  9453,  white  bone  buttons,  silver-plated  wore  for  officers' 
messes,  and  No.  36  white  sewlug  cotton;  schedule  9454,  hackmatack  kuoes, 
white  oak.  North  Carolina  pine,  white  pine,  spruce  stlck-s  for  spars,  and 
southern  spruce;  schedule  9455,  cement  flooring,  rubber  fire  hot^e,  paints, 
galvanized  iron  or  steel  buckets,  copper  boat  nails,  and  bruKs  machine 
screws;  schedule  9456,  loofa  fiber  sponges,  one-fourth  hortseiHiwer  ventilating 
sets,  and  composition  nuts;  schedule  9457,  blower;  schedule  9458,  wiilte 
paper  for  blue-print  coating ;  schedule  9459,  canned  bacon ;  schedule  9460, 
nun  and  cone  buoys  for  moorings;  and  schedule  9461,  beveling  machine. 


AKERICAN  COIFSITLAB  OFFICERS  OH  lEATE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Name. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tion of 
Tenu«. 

Address. 

Neville,  Edwin  L  

Bradley,  WlOkun  Hacrisni. . . 

Lswtoii,  E.  H  

Tein>ei!»lpa,  Honduras 
Slnpiporo,  Straits  Set- 
tlementa. 

HsUfu,  Nova  Scotia.. 

Apr.  I 
Apr.  4 

Apr.  35 
May  28 

Hay  14 

1978  West  fi'tb  Street,  Clevriand,  Ohiow 

Century  ( liib,  7  West  43d  Btrwt,  New 

York  Citv. 
(") 

Buronu  ot  Forcipi  nnd  Domrslic  Com- 
nwrce.  Room  iOS,  Oustomtaouse,  New 
York. 

544  Soutli  Kaln  Street,  Belvldare,  ni. 

*Thc  Ulnernrj  of  Consul  Lawton  is  subntaatiall;  as  follows:  Chattanoosa,  Mar.  26  to 
Apr.  1 ;  CiBCtnnati,  Apr.  2  to  15 ;  Wnshlngtoti.  Apr.  17  to  25. 


BRITISH  lEABEET  FOB  COBBAOE. 

[Consul  Horace  T^eo  Wasbiogton,  Liverpool,  Mar.  2.] 

There  appears  to  be  in  Liverpool  a  good  demand  for  ropes  and 
twines,  the  principal  supplies  of  which  have  heretofore  been  pur- 
chased from  British  manufacturers.  Now,  however,  deliveries  are 
slow,  and  in  the  opinion  of  a  firm  in  a  position  accurately  to  judge 
the  situation,  there  is  every  promise  of  a  good  market  for  American 
cordage  here  if  the  prices  quoted  are  reasonable  and  prompt  deliv- 
eries assured.  One-pound  cetton,  jute,  and  hemp  ball  twine  of  small 
size  is  in  especial  demand. 

A  list  of  firms  which,  upon  being;  interviewed,  expressed  a  willing- 
ness to  entertain  agency  propositions  on  receipt  of  samples  and 
prices,  is  forwarded  [and  may  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  o£ 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  dish'ict  offices  upon  asking 
for  file  No.  73833]. 

Accordinf^  to  invoices  certified  at  the  Aniericiin  consulate  at 
Chnngsha,  China,  the  exports  of  antimony  refjuhi.s  f)-(»in  that  district 
to  the  United  States  from  March  2G,  1015  (on  which  date  the  con- 
sulate was  opened  for  business),  to  the  close  of  the  vear  amounted  to 
$1,452,140. 
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POMMEBGE  BBFOBTE^ 


FOBEIOH  TBADE  OFPOKTmHITIES. 

Reserved  addresses  mar  be  obtained  from  tbe  Barcaa  aod  Its  <ltatrlet  oBe««.  Request 
for  each  opportunitT  should  be  on  a  separate  sheet  and  the  file  nmmber  glvtn. 

Pearl  buttons.  No.  20576. — An  American  consular  officer  Id  Spain  reports  that 
a  man  in  his  district  states  that  be  can  place  orders  now  tcr  from  98,000 
to  $10,000  worth  of  pear)  buttons.  The  man  desires  to  r^ramt  Amerlean 
manufacturers  of  these  buttons. 

Cotton  and  woolen  goods,  toys,  etc.,  No.  20577. — A  commercial  agent  of  tbe 
bureau  reports  that  a  business  man  from  Chile  Is  now  In  tbe  United 
States  for  tbe  purpose  of  purchasing  cotton  and  woolen  piece  goods,  wear* 
ing  apparel  for  women  and  children,  hosiery  and  underwear,  toys,  and 
cotton  carding  machinery.   Reference  Is  given. 

Gracing  dock.  No.  20578.— A  firm  In  the  United  States  writes  that  Its  corre- 
spondent In  Colombia  desires  to  have  a  graving  dock  built  to  the  followiug 
dimensions:  Length  about  200  feet,  width  about  40  feet,  and  height  about 
12  feet,  for  docking  vessels  with  a  draft  op  to  9  feet  It  Is  stated  that 
cement,  stone,  gravel,  and -sand  may  be  obtained  locally.  The  firm  dedres 
construction  plans,  lock  Uoots,  pumping  outfit,  etc.,  and  the  services  of  a 
competent  engineer  to  supervise  the  building  of  the  dock. 

General  mcrcAan(f»c,  No.  20579.— A  Arm  In  Canada  writes  that  it  desires  to 
communicate  with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  goods  for 
export.   No  particular  line  Is  specified. 

Safety  pitts,  needles,  etc..  No.  205S0. — A  man  In  Spain  writes  that  lie  desires 
to  receive  samples,  catalogues,  and  full  Information  immediately  from 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  brass  and  nickel-plated  steel 
safety  pins,  sewing  and  loom  needles,  scissor,  safc^  razors  and  blades,  and 
raw  silk  papers.  It  is  stated  that  samples,  etc.,  should  be  sent  via  Spanish 
line  steamers. 

OlasK  bottles,  etc..  No.  205S1. — A  firm  In  Euglaud  writes  that  it  Is  In  the  market 
tor  ouc  lmlf  plat  bottles  with  cork  mouths,  dark  green  or  pale  green  gloss; 
one-fourth  pint  spirit  fiasks,  pale  green  or  white  flint,  flat,  with  rounded 
comers  nud  sides ;  and  tumblers  and  goblets  for  hot^. 

Cauttic  soda  and  sulpJiate  of  ammonia,  No.'  20582. — ^A  conmierdal  agent  of  tbe 
bureau  reports  that  two  firms  in  the  Far  East  desire  to  be  placed  In  touch 
with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  caustic  soda  and  sulphate 
of  ammonia.  Quotatioii.s  should  be  made  c.  1.  f.  destination.  If  imt^sible. 
<5orrespondence  may  be  In  English. 

}faeHuery,  hardtcare,  tools,  etc..  No.  205S3. — An  American  consular  oBiivr  in 
Jlexk'o  reports  that  a  man  in  his  district  desires  to  receive  catalogues  from 
.Vnicrican  miinufact\ircrs  of  general  merchandise,  groceries,  tools,  sagar 
imil  sawmill  niacliiiior.v,  furniture,  toilet  articles,  patent  metlicincs,  drag- 
gists'  supplies,  ship  chandlers'  supplies,  dry  goods  and  notions,  motors 
iuul  pumiM*.  office  supplies,  hardware,  crockery  and  glassware,  and  house- 
liold  supplies. 

Cold-dyairn  iron  hoops  and  strips,  etc..  No.  20534. — A  firm  in  Finland  write* 
that  it  desires  to  conmunilcnte  with  American  manufactxirers  of  cold-drawa 
iron  hotips  and  strips  and  temiwred  Iron  wire. 

Ciieap  jetcclrji,  toilet  articles,  etc.,  No.  ;i0585. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  bureau 
re|>ons  that  a  business  man  from  Spain  Is  now  in  the  United  States  tor 
the  purpose  of  establishing  commercial  relations  with  American  manufac- 
turers of  clieap  Jewelry,  cigarette  holders,  pipes,  stamped  metal  ware, 
toilet  articles,  scissors,  optical  goods,  etc.  It  Is  stated  that  the  man  has 
with  him  a  full  line  of  samples  and  Is  ready  to  place  orders  In  very  lar^e 
quantities.   He  is  in  the  market  for  one  carload  of  cigarette  holders. 

Agrictiltvral  machinery.  No.  2058(t. — A  man  In  England  writes  that  be  desires 
to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  agricultural  machinery,  especially 
a  two-furrow  motor  plow  of  from  12  to  15  horsepower. 

Window  glass,  etc.,  No.  20587.— A  firm  In  the  UnUe<l  States  writes  that  Its 
eorresponclent  in  Morocco  desires  to  receive  quotations  on  window  glass, 
108  by  42  centimeters  (about  43.51  by  16.535  Inches),  and  "hammered" 
and  "cathedrnl  '  glass.  Correspondence  should  be  in  French.  Samples 
should  be  .sent. 

WASBIHdTOS  :  OOTSniTllSKT  PBtKTIXO  (umcB:  1«W 
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ADSmONAX  PROHIBITED  lUPOBTS  IN  TINITEI)  EIHODOH. 

[Cablegram  from  Amerlcaa  consul  geseml,  London.  Hnr.  25.] 

The  Board  of  Trade  announces  that  a  proclamation  will  soon  be 
issued  prohibiting  after  March  30  the  importation  of  the  following 
articles:  Baskets  and  basket  ware,  except  of  bamboo;  cement,  china- 
ware,  earthenware,  and  pottery,  except  cloisonnfi  goods;  cotton  yarn, 
piece  goods,  and  other  manufactures  of  cotton,  except  hosiery  and 
laces;  cutlery,  fatty  acids,  furniture,  manufactured  joinery,  and  other 
manufactures  of  wood,  except  lacquered  wares;  hardware  and  hollow 
ware,  oilcloth,  soap,  toys,  games,  playing  cards;  wood  of  beech,  birch, 
elm,  and  oak;  all  manufactures  of  wool  and  worsted,  except  yams. 

Licenses  will  be  granted  for  the  importation  into  the  United  King- 
dom of  sudi  of  the  above  products  as  were  ea  route  for  that  country 
on  March  24  or  were  actuiuly  purchased  on  that  date. 

BBITISH  EESTBICnOHS  OK  PAFEB  DEFOBTS. 

[Cablcgrom  from  American  ambaaoador,  London,  Mar.  24.] 

The  Foreign  Office  states  that  the  British  Government  can  only 
admit  without  any  formalities  those  con^gnments  of  paper  and  mate- 
rials for  the  manufacture  of  paper  whieh  were  actiially  shipped  be- 
fore Mareh  1  (the  date  of  the  proclamation  prohibiting  such  imports, 
except  under  certain  conditions)  and  not  those  consignments  then 
en  route  to  the  seaboard  or  waiting  at  port  of  shipment.  It  is  stated, 
however,  that  the  latter  shipments  will  doubtless  be  admitted  into  the 
United  Kingdom  under  the  regulations  which  permit  the  importation 
by  each  importer  this  year  of  two-thirds  of  the  amount  of  such 
products  imported  by  him  in  1914.  [Previous  notices  on  this  sub- 
ject appeared  in  Commerce  Reports  for  Feb.  17, 19,  and  29  and  Mar. 
18, 1916.]   

The  official  number  166,242  has  been  awarded  by  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Navigation  to  the  barge  Helen  ('.  Juifliard  of  1)357  gross 
and  1,300  net  tonnage,  built  this  year  at  Wilmington,  Del.,  and 
having  New  York  as  its  home  port. 

mw*-u  1201 
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COlfMEBCB  EBP0BT8. 


BOUTIA'S  FOBEIQV  COKMBSCS  IH  1915. 

Statistics  of  the  forei^  commerce  of  BoUvia  in  1915  indicate  no 

exception  to  the  prevailing  situation  of  favorable  trade  balances  in 
Latin-American  countries.  A  review  of  BoUvia's  trade  in  1915,  pub- 
fished  in  the  West  Coast  Leader  of  March  2,  shows  that  the  imports 
of  last  year  were  less  than  half  of  those  of  1914,  while  the  exports  of 
1915  were  nearly  a  third  more  in  value  than  the  1914  exports.  'Hie 
following  table  gives  a  comparison  of  the  past  two  years  with  1913, 
which  was  an  exceptionally  prosperous  year: 


Ram. 

UU 

1914 

uu 

ai,ma,742 

36,467,666 

ns,467,U6 
29,566,545 

a3,oi7.in 

Theee  %ures  show  a  trade  balance  of  $25,341,529  in  BoHvia's  favor 
in  1915. 

By  far  the  largest  item  of  export  is  tin,  with  a  substantial  incmaae 
over  the  record  of  1914.   The  gain  in  the  exports  of  copper  and  anti- 
mony, as  shown  in  the  table  oelow,  is  worth  noting,  as  is  also  the 
increase  in  the  value  of  the  exports  of  rubber: 

ArtUii. 

uu 

1815 

Hatrle 

VahMu 

taaa. 

ValoiL 

186 
437 
3,874 
4,485 
72 
17, 3» 
276 

tll.OW 
934, 6«) 
fi31,66a 
1,221,663 
981,686 
U,8M,6Be 
U6,aOB 

13,085 
568 
17,872 
5,486 
77 

m 

»4,XU.O60 
1,071,120 
3,820.821 
4,S21,0O 
1,603,  M7 

'an,4n 

S^:::;:;;;:::::::::::::::;:::::::::::::::::::::::::::; 

EIKGSTOH'S  BISE  AS  A  LAKE  POST. 

[CoDflol  Felix  S.  a  Johnson,  Kingston.  Ontario,  CanBda,  Mar,  IT.] 

The  Canadian  Government  is  endeavoring  to  make  Kingston  one 
of  the  most  important  ports  on  Lake  Ontario.  Soundings  are  being 
taken  of  the  inner  and  outer  harbors  wiUi  a  view  to  deepening  them 
as  soon  as  navigation  opens — for  which  purpc^  a  large  sum  was 
api^ropriated  by  the  Government  last  year.  The  new  causeway, 
which  is  in  course  of  completion,  will  permit  the  unloading  of  mer- 
chandise there ;  this  will  be  a  great  help  to  the  city,  whiui  is  now 
short  of  wharfage  space. 

With  the  opening  of  the  new  Welland  Canal,  it  is  the  wish  of  the 
Ontario  Government  to  make  this  port  the  principal  one  between 
Montreal  and  the  Great  Lakes.  The  Trent  Canal,  when  completed, 
will  bring  additional  shipping  to  Kingston.  Most  of  the  lumber 
shipments  from  the  Ottawa  Valley  pass  through  this  port,  by  the 
EiclGiiu  lakes  and  canals,  to  American  ports. 

The  flourishing  coiulition  of  American  trade  with  this  district  is 
indicated  in  the  rcinuiks  of  railway  officials,  who  state  that  the  ton- 
nage of  goods  entering  Kingston  from  the  United  States  is  the 
largest  in  local  history,  and  by  the  fact  that  arrangements  are  being 
nade  by  steamship  companies  to  place  additional  steaDaers  on  some 
f  the  freight-traffic  routes. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


pOMMEBCE  BEFORTS.  1203 

BEKAin)  poR  aooss  ur  ceyion. 

[ConsDl  Walter  A.  Leooatd,  Colombo,  Feb.  8.] 

Practically  all  lines  of  manufactured  goods  sold  in  Ceylon  have 
increased  in  price,  due  to  war  conditions.  Ceylon  is  not  a  manufac- 
turing country,  hence  must  depend  upon  over-sea  commerce  to  supply 
its  needs  in  finished  products.  The  enhanced  prices  have  not,  how- 
ever, adversely  affected  the  general  prosperity  of  the  island,  because 
the  staple  products — rubber,  tea,  and  coconut  oil — are  being  exported 
in  undiminished  quantities  at  considerably,  increased  prices.  America 
could  supply  much  of  the  goods  needed  in  Ceylon  if  ocean  freight 
space  were  available.  Most  of  the  ocean  freigliters  sailing  directly 
from  Colombo  to  American  ports  do  not  malie  the  same  return 
voyage;  they  are  diverted  to  other  points,  and  do  not  as  a  rule  return 
with  American  goods  to  Ceylon. 

Local  dealers  report  a  general  shortage  in  many  lines  of  drugs, 
such  as  quinine  and  salts.  Building  materials  and  paints  are  said 
to  have  advanced  50  per  cent  in  price^  owing,  however,  not  to  a 
famine  of  materials  but  to  the  very  limited  amount  of  construction 
work  being  done  at  present.  Cement  has  advanced  80  per  cent;  one 
brand  that  formerly  sold  for  $2.75  now  brings  $5  per  barrel. 
Enamel  ware  has  in  some  instance  doubled  in  price. 

Since  paper  exports  from  Sweden  have  become  restricted,  there  is 
a  threatened  scarcity  in  printing  paper.  The  price  has  increased 
fuU^  50  per  cent  within  the  last  year.  Such  articles  as  cotton,  wool, 
surgical  instruments,  and  medical  supplies  in  general  have  of  course 
^one  up  in  price.  Leather  goods  are  scarce,  being  turned  out  only 
m  limited  quantities  for  civUians;  this,  in  fact,  applies  to  nearly  all 
clothing.  Soap  has  advanced  about  one-third  in  price.  Glass  has 
doubled  in  value,  lamp  chimneys  being  particularly  scarce.  Japan 
is  shipping  in  glassware  but  there  is  room  for  a  better  quality.  It 
has  been  tne  experience  of  this  consulate  that  American  goods  sell 
readily  in  Ceylon  if  handled  by  a  traveling  representative,  but  the 
chief  handicap  to  American  trade  extension  just  for  the  present  is 
iha  difficulty  in  getting  orders  filled  and  the  goods  shipped. 


SOTTVEiriB  aOODS  FOB  BEKMUBA. 

[Consul  Cnrl  R.  Loop,  H.nnlltOD,  Uar.  17.] 

Bermuda  is  a  good  field  for  the  sale  of  souvenir  goods,  as  may  be 
observed  by  a  casual  inspection  of  the  shop  windows.  In  normal 
times  about  20,000  tourists  visit  Bermuda  during  the  year,  but  the 
past  two  seasons  have  been  abnormal,  the  number  of  passengers 
arriving  being  much  smaller.  The  souvenir  trade  is  largely  de- 
pendent upon  the  number  of  tourists  in  the  islands,  and  ^erefore 
there  was  a  decrease  in  the  value  of  the  imports  of  these  articles 
during  1914  compared  with  1913. 

The  customhouse  statistics  show  that  fancy  goods  to  the  value  of 
$58,838  were  imported  into  Bermuda  during  1914,  of  which  $29,452 
worth  came  from  the  United  States  and  $23,47i  worth  from  the 
United  Kingdom.  Jewelry  to  the  value  of  ^6,347  was  imported, 
the  United  States  supplying  $12,921  worth. 

lA  list  of  some  of  tlie  more  Importnnt  houses  denling  In  souvenir  goods  can 
be  obtained  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  und  Domestic  Goumerce  or  its  district 
offices.   Refer  to  file  No.  74039.] 
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TELEGRAPHIC  ADDRESSES  AHD  CODES. 

[Conanl  A.  T.  Hicberle,  PcnumlNieo,  BrmiO.  Veb.  8.] 

The  importance  of  stating  one's  telegraphic  address  and  the  names 
of  codes  used  on  letterheads,  in  catalogues,  etc,  was  recently  broudit 
to  the  attention  of  the  Pemambuco  consulate.  A  merchant  in  wis 
city  wanted  to  place  a  cable  order  for  Christmas  candies  with  a  firm 
in  the  United  States.  Neither  the  firm's  letterhead  nor  any  of  the 
directories  consulted  gave  anv  informati(Hi  as  to  cable  address  or 
code  used,  and  as  a  result  needless  messages  had  to  be  sent  and  valu- 
able time  was  lost.  The  merchimt  finally  gave  up  the  idea  of  pur- 
chasing the  candies  in  the  United  States. 

This  consulate  has  since  collected  the  following  information  frcmi 
its  own  files :  The  lett«rs  in  one  mail  were  examined,  and,  taking  into 
account  only  firms  doing  or  wishing  to  do  an  export  business,  it  was 
found  that  out  of  33  letters  12  gave  cable  address  and  name  of  code 
used,  5  gave  cable  address  only,  and  16  gave  ndthw.  Of  144  letters 
examin^  in  2  files,  one  "  Trade  Extenaon  "  and  the  other  Manufac- 
tures and  Manufacturing,"  26  gave  cable  address,  50  address  and 
code  used,  and  68  gave  notiiing. 

A  survey  of  the  advertisements  in  leading  export  magazines  showed 
that  it  is  not  the  custon  to  include  in  them  cable  addresses  and  codes 
used.  One  of  the  best-known  export  journals  circulating  in  Central 
and  South  America  contained  in  a  recent  issue  135  advertiaements, 
and  of  these  9  had  address  and  code,  4  address  only,  and  1^  no  tele- 
graphic information.  The  same  is  true  of  the  announcements  in 
other  export  magazines.  Of  70  machinery  catalogues  examined,  10 
gave  address  and  code  and,  in  addition,  their  own  private  code;  15 
gave  address  and  code ;  5  gave  address  only ;  4  gave  private  code  only, 
failing  to  state  cable  address  and  other  codes  used ;  36  gave  no  tele- 
graphic information. 

PHOTOMETET  OF  THE  OAS-FELLED  LAX?. 

"  Photometry  of  the  gas-filled  lamp  "  is  the  subject  of  Scientific 
Paper  No.  204  issued  by  the  United  Stotes  Bureau  of  Standards.  In 
a  previous  paper  from  the  bureau  it  was  shown  that  for  all  vacuum 
tungsten  lamps  within  a  wide  range  of  wattage  the  voltase-current- 
candlepower  characteristics  were  the  same  regardless  of  the  make  or 
method  of  manufacture.  When  this  investigation  was  extended  to 
include  gas-filled  lamps,  it  was  soon  discovered  that  before  con- 
sistent and  reproducible  results  could  be  obtained  on  the  photometer, 
new  and  unexpected  variables,  not  present  in  the  vacuum  lamp,  had 
to  be  carefully  considered.  It  is  with  an  experimental  study  of  these 
variables  that  this  paper  is  particularly  concerned.  Copies  may  be 
obtained  without  charge  by  persons  interested  up(m  applicatiw  to 
the  Bureau  of  Standards,  Washington,  D.  0. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Uhiminating  Engineeriing  Society 
several  papers  were  presented  by  members  o?  the  Bureau  of  Stand- 
ards dealing  with  tne  methods  of  measurement  suitable  for  the 
recently  developed  high-efficiency  incandescent  lamps.  As  a  remit 
of  the  work  of  the  past  few  months,  the  bureau  has  now  extended  its 
standards  to  cover  these  new  types  of  lamps,  and  is  funiishing  stand- 
\rds  to  the  factories. 
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suaaESTEs  becbease  ih  hop  acbeage. 

[CoDSDl  Wallace  J.  Young,  Carlsbad,  Austria,  Feb.  20.] 

The  Saaz  Hop  Growers'  Association  suggests  to  the  growers  of 
the  district  a  reduction  of  acreage  this  year.  This  suggestion  is 
based  on  the  present  lessened  demand  for  hops  due  to  the  decrease 
of  beer  production  in  Germany  and  Austria-Hungary,  the  interrupted 
over-sea  export,  and  the  small  sales  for  stocks  to  be  stored.  The 
association  believes  its  suggestion  should  be  followed  even  though 
there  be  an  early  peace. 

It  is  recommenaed  that  sugar  beets  and  potatoes  be  planted  on 
the  acreage  not  to  be  used  this  year  for  hops. 

For  those  growers  who  have  heretofore  grown  only  hops  and 
whose  gardens,  in  the  richest  section  of  the  district,  are  completely 
planted,  the  planting  this  year  of  potatoes,  sugar  beets,  forage  crops, 
and  vegetables  between  the  rows  is  recommended. 

Since  the  decrease  in  hop  acreage  last  year  was  about  11  per  cent, 
and  this  year  a  further  decrease  of  15  to  20  per  cent  is  expected,  the  , 
association  estimates  for  1916  an  acreage  of  8,000  to  9,000  hectares 
(19,770  to  22,240  acres),  against  the  normal  acreage  of  12,400  hec- 
tares (30,040  acres). 

Prohibit  tbe  Export  of  Hop  Gnttings. 

The  association  again  calls  the  attention  of  the  growers  of  the 
district  to  tlie  strict  prohibition,  which  has  been  in  force  for  several 
years,  against  the  exportation  of  Saaz  hop  cuttings.  It  warns  the 
growers  that  hops  grown  from  such  cuttings,  while  they  would  not 
be  so  good  as  those  grown  in  the  original  district,  would  still,  because 
of  the  advertisement  they  would  get  as  being  the  same  variety  as 
Saaz  hops,  compete  to  a  certain  extent  with  the  real  home-grown 
Saaz  hop. 

The  association  also  calls  to  the  growers'  attention  the  prohibition 
against  the  planting  in  the  Saaz  district  of  ereen  or  foreign  red 
hops  and  thus  to  affect  the  purity  of  the  district's  well-known  output. 


FAxmro  svaAA  prices  hay  affect  candy  sales. 

[CoDsul  Homer  Brett,  La  Ouaira,  Venezuela,  Mar.  4.] 

Since  December  6,  Venezuelan  sugar  }>rices  Imve  been  declining, 
until  at  present  Caracas  wholesale  quotations  work  out  at  7.45  cents 
per  pound  for  first  grade,  6.1  cents  for  second  grade,  and  3.3  cents  for 
brown  cones. 

There  is  an  import  duty  of  10.28  cents  per  pound  on  sugar,  and 
though  the  production  of  brown  cones  has  long  exceeded  domestic 
consumption  a  farmers'  trust  has  shipped  the  surplus  abroad  and 
kept  the  Venezuelan  price  at  twice  that  ruling  in  the  world's  markets. 
With  the  coming  of  modern  centrals  it  has  been  impossible  to  extend 
tiie  arrangement  to  include  them,  and  local  prices  have  fallen. 

Sales  of  American  confectionery  will  probably  be  adversely  af- 
fected, as,  with  cheap  domestic  sugar  and  a  tax  of  10.28  cents  per 
pound  gross  weight  on  imported  candies,  it  will  be  cheaper  to 
manufacture  bonm)ns  in  Venezuela. 
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P£Rtr  SUFFESS  FBOX  LACK  OF  GAKOO  SPACE, 

[Co&anl  Getteral  WllHaa  W.  Handler*  CtUM-Una,  Veb.  39.] 

The  recent  rapid  and  abnormal  increase  in  ocean  freight  rates 
between  Peruvian  ports  and  Great  Britain  and  New  York  has  had 
a  serious  effect  upon  the  exportation  of  agricultural  and  mineral 
products  from  Peru.  It  has  been  impoesilue  to  move  some  of  the 
farm  products  from  the  warehouses  on  the  coast.  Important  factors 
in  the  situation  are  the  slides  that  have  blocked  the  Paiuma  Canal, 
"ship  conscription"  by  the  British  Government,  and  the  destrnctiiin. 
of  vessels  due  to  the  war. 

Ships  of  the  Briti^  merchant  marine  coming  out  to  this  coast  wi& 
cargo,  whether  from  home  or  foreign  ports,  are  especially  licensed 
by  the  Government  for  the  voyage.  They  are  at  all  times  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  British  Government,  and  upon  arrival  here  may  be 
directed  to  load  with  sugar,  nitrate,  or  any  other  articles.  Most  of 
them  are  almost  completely  loaded  with  Chilean  or  Peruvian  prod- 
ucts for  account  of  the  British  Government,  and  what  small  space  is 
left  is  offered  to  the  Peruvian  exporter  at  an  abnormal  freight  rate. 

The  three  lines  of  Britisdi  ships  serving  diis  coast,  and  Imown  as 
the  "  conference  lines,"  have  very  irregular  sailings  at  present.  Deal- 
ings for  future  freights  are  virtually  impossible. 

One  Xonth's  Change  In  New  York  Kates. 

The  difference  in  freight  rates  between  Funviaii  ports  and  New 
York,  comparing  January  and  February,  1916,  is  siiown  by  the 
lowing  figures: 


Artidu. 


Jul,  WIS. 

Feb.,  MIS. 

Per  ton. 

Per  to*. 

(33.00 

150.00 

15.00 

18.50 

38.00 

40.00 

X.OO 

».oa 

33.00 

25.00 

U.00 

SS.00 

AitUM. 


Cotton  

Bi^r  

Hides  

B«an5  and  peas   

GenoraJ  nwrcbandba  

li«tala: 

Vkliw  op  to  £S5  per  ton . . 


lf«tal»-CimtbiMd. 

Value  up  to  £S0  per  tan. . 
Value  up  to  £70  per  ton.. 
Value  up  to  £100  per  too. 
Valoed  at  £100  or^ilw 
pvton  porfliQt.. 


Pa  torn. 
SU.35 

ao-w 

S3.00 


Pum. 
«».oo 
ti.es 
as.00 


The  passenger  tariff  rate  between  Callao  and  Balboa  has  also  been 
increased  20  per  cent. 

AHEEICAN  CONSUIAB  OFFICEES  OH  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confw  witii  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Khm' 

Fort. 

Expira- 
tion of 
veil  lie. 

AMnOfc 

Neville,  F.dwio  1/  

Bradley,  wllUam  Haiiison. . . 

Talhotu,  Taiwtm  

UtHitntal,  Canada  

T(q!iici-*alpa,  Honduras 
Biucapore,  Stmlts  Set- 
tlements. 

Hallfex, Nova  Scott.. 

Apr.  1 
Apr.  4 

Apr.  25 
May  28 

Vay  14 

197ft  West  SStta  Street,  OavetonL  OUo. 
Ceatunr  aab,  7  West  4M  SML  New 

York  City. 
(») 

Bureau  or  Forafgn  ind  Domeetlp  Oi»' 
mtrce,R«oBi  «N,CaetO(nhoaea.N«V 

5U  Sootti  Ibla  Stfcrt,  BalvMve,  n. 

•  The  Itinerary  of  Consnl  Lawton  U  subfitantlally  ai  foUowl :  CliattUOOfla*  Hu.  M  M 
r.  1 ;  Cfnclnnatl.  Apr.  2  to  10 :  WaeUngton,  Apr.  IT  to  26. 
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MOVEICENT  OF  OBAIN  JS  CANADA. 

[ConBomenrr  F.  Stnrrett,  Fort  William,  Ootario,  Uar.  18.] 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  an  important  percentage  of  last  season's 
grain  crop  remains  in  interior  and  terminal  elevators  awaiting  trans- 
portion  to  the  East,  vessel  owners  are  anxiously  looking  forward  to 
the  opening  of  lake  navigation,  as  it  is  important  this  year  to  get  the 
movement  of  this  grain  under  way  as  early  as  possible.  Many  trans- 
portation men  are  of  the  o[)inion  that  even  by  making  use  of  every 
available  means  both  by  rail  and  lake  the  elevators  will  hardly  l>e 
clear  before  the  new  crop  of  the  coming  fall  begins  to  come  in. 

In  the  early  spring  each  year  the  active  operation  of  ships  on 
Lake  Superior  always  depends  on  ice  conditions  at  the  Soo,  as  ice  at 
that  point  nearly  always  breaks  up  last.  At  i)resent  the  lake  is  open 
and  free  from  ice,  but  most  of  the  harbors,  including  the  Soo,  are 
still  blocked  with  ice  from  20  to  30  inches  thick,  and  the  continued 
cold  weather  of  the  last  two  weeks  holds  out  little  indication  for  an 
early  opening  of  navigation.  The  most  optimistic  place  April  10 
as  the  earliest  possible  date,  while  other  estimates  run  up  to  April  20. 
Nevertheless,  the  crews  of  the  17  grain  steamers  (12  Canadian  and  5 
American)  that  have  wintered  in  this  harbor  are  oeginning  to  arrive 
and  are  getting  their  ships  in  readiness  for  the  earliest  possible 
departure.  Two  large  ice  breakers  have  been  overhauled  and  in  a 
few  days  will  begin  operations  to  clear  lanes  in  the  harbor  between 
the  different  elevators. 

Xake  Bates  the  Coming  Season. 

There  is  much  speculation  as  to  lake  rates  for  the  coming  season. 

It  is  now  fairly  certain  that  this  promises  to  be  the  most  profitable 
navigation  season  that  lake  carriers  have  ever  known.  A  lar^e  quan- 
tity of  wheat,  as  well  as  iron  ore,  is  ready  for  transportation,  and 
there  is  every  indication  that  the  western  farmer  is  planning  to  plant 
even  larger  areas  than  he  did  last  year,  and  that  ore  movements  from 
Duluth  will  be  heavy.  Very  few  definite  charter  rates  have  been 
established,  but  a  few  days  ago  a  rate  of  5^  cents  per  bushel  for  wheat 
from  Fort  William  to  Buffalo,  to  be  moved  immediately  upon  the 
opening  of  navigation,  was  rejected,  and  a  rate  of  4  cents  for  July 
movement  was  also  turned  down.  In  July  of  last  year  carriers  were 
gl&d  to  get  a  1-cent  rate  (some  contracts  were  even  made  at  seven- 
eighths  of  a  cent). 

WAT£R  HETEBS  POB  HABAKA. 

[Consul  Henr7  U.  Wolcott,  detailed  as  vice  consul  In  Hnbsna,  Cuba,  Mar.  16.] 

The  Department  of  Public  Works  of  Cuba  announced  yesterday 
that  within  a  short  time  water  meters  will  be  installed  in  all  factories, 
hotels,  and  restaurants  in  the  city  of  Hnbana. 

This  measure  has  been  advocated  by  the  Secretary  of  Public 
Works  for  some  time  on  account  of  the  enormous  waste  of  water  in 
the  city,  but  it  was  objected  to  by  the  sanitary  department  on  the 
ground  that  it  might  give  rise  to  uncleanliness  if  the  use  of  water 
was  in  any  way  restricted.  It  appears  that  the  objections  of  the 
sanitary  authorities  have  now  been  overcome  and  that  the  instalb 
tion  of  the  meters  will  soon  be  required. 
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COKBUaATED  IBOH  HATAL^S  ROOFZV0  lUTEBIAL. 

(Counl  W.  W.  lUttenoB.  Dnrbui,  SontH  AMo.  Mk  1.] 

The  great  majority  of  the  houses  of  Natal,  whether  public  build- 
ings, stores,  dwellings,  warehouses,  or  stables,  are  roo&d  witii  C(N> 
ruga  ted  iron,  and  corrugated  iron  enters  to  a  larae  extant  into  con- 
struction generally.  Tlte  weather  is  probably  the  principal  cause 
of  its  popularity  as  the  place  is  in  the  semitropics. 

Tiles  are  used  in  fair  quantities  for  the  more  pretentious  bouseB, 
and  other  roofing  material  is  occasionally  met  with,  sometimes  patent 
American  roofing  of  different  kinds,  but  corrugated  iron  is  by  far 
the  most  commonly  used.  In  order  to  succeed  in  the  introduction 
of  an^r  other  roofing  material,  steps  should  be  taken  to  work  up  the 
trade  industriously. 

Metal  ceiling  are  as  rarely  used  as  metal  shingles,  plastering  irith 
plaster-of-paris  ornaments  being  principally  used  for  the  more  omar 
mental  ceilings.  There  are  also  quantities  of  what  mi^t  be  ctdled 
papier  mache  ceilings  in  use,  this  papier  mach6  coming  in  squaree 
of  a  foot  and  a  half  or  two  feet,  closely  resembling  a  nietal  ceiling. 

[A  list  of  the  more  importnnt  dealers  tn  bnildtng  materials  of  all  kinds  may 
be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Dwnestlc  Commerce  ut  Us  dla- 
trict  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  738S9.] 


GOODS  IH  BOHB  AT  EAVBE. 

[Consul  Jobn  Ball  OBbome,  nam,  France,  Uar.  0.] 

The  following  statistics,  from  an  official  source,  show  the  stocks  of 
certain  wares  in  the  bonded  warehouses  of  Havre  on  December  31, 
1914  and  1915,  the  quantities  of  merchandise  being  ezpreased  in 
metric  tons  of  2,204.6  pounds: 


IfsndnodlMi. 


Wood: 

CcuninoD  

Cabinet.  

Cocoa  bcttns  

CoOm  

Iron  bars  and  rails  

Coal,  Incladlng  bfiqiHts 
Kineral  oils: 

Crude  

Refined  

Essences  


Dec.  31, 
1914. 


Toiu. 
15.219 
237 
13.02S 
118,784 
1,819 
122,431 

1,018 
972 
1,313 


Dee.  31, 
19U. 


Tont. 
O.lSl 
35» 
4,029 
112,  GW 
1.003 
90,040 


3,467 
8,701 


If  fntnl  ofla— Contlnaed. 

Heevy  

VegoUbJea,  dried.  

Hanoteotniecof  metal  

Pepper.  

Rice  

Sugar: 

From  Freneb  coltnlea — 
From  fwelgD  ooontriee... 

THnpwary  enti7  

Tobacco  m  leal.  


Dec^n, 
1914. 


Tom. 
a.2M 

a,zu 

990 
7,SS7 

ess 

1,115 
1,0H 
W 
10,885 


De&n, 
191&. 


1,0M 
874 

no 

S,(B1 
1,M 

S4S 
«,»» 


11.01 


PHABMACOPCEIA  ADOPTS  UETRIC  STSTEH. 

The  revised  edition  of  the  United  States  Pharmacopscia  which  is 
now  in  preparation  will  make  use  of  the  metric  system  exclusively  in 
its  weights  and  measures.  In  order  to  aid  in  this  transition  from  the 
customary  system,  tlie  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards  is  prepar- 
ing a  circular  on  weights  and  measures  for  the  pharmacist  and  phy- 
sician. 

This  bureau  has  also  furnished  the  committee  on  revision  of  the 
pharmacopajia  with  a  statement  on  the  subject  of  the  fineness  of  drug 
powders,  giving  definitions  of  the  several  degrees  of  fineness  and  the 
method  to  be  used  in  their  determination. 
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LUXBEB  lUAEET  OF  SOUTH  APRICA. 

[SammaTT  of  article  Id  W«Aty  BoUetin  of  Canadian  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce, 

Mar,  20.1 

The  forest  area  of  South  Africa  is  450,000  acres,  400,000  acres  of 
vhich  are  in  forest  reservations.  Such  timber  as  is  produced  is  used 
chiefly  for  firewood,  mining  props,  railway  ties,  native  huts, 
and  fencing.  Small  quantities  of  the  more  valuable  woods  are 
used  for  vehicles,  cabinetwork,  and  handles.  The  amount  of  South 
African  timber  used  for  all  purposes  annuall3r  is  estimated  to  be 
£8,000,000  board  feet,  practically  none  of  which  is  fit  for  saw  limber. 
It  is  estimated  that  120,000,000  feet  of  sawn  lumber  are  imported 
into  the  country  annually. 

Considering  that  no  saw  timber  is  produced  in  South  Africa,  and 
that  the  country  has  a  large  agricultural  populati(m,  an  extenave 
fifystem  of  railroads  and  public  works,  and  the  greatest  mining  dis- 
trict in  the  world,  the  annual  imports  of  timber  do  not  seem  suffi- 
cient. The  reasons  for  the  relatively  small  imports  are  the  hi^ 
prices  of  lumber,  the  lack  of  ad^'ertising,  and  the  extensiTe  use  of 
substitutes.  Five  reasons  are  given  for  the  high  prices : 

(1)  The  nearest  important  sources  of  supply  are  Sweden  and 
America,  and  fi-eight  rates  are  high. 

(2)  In  the  case  of  timber  that  could  be  landed  at  a  low  cost,  the 
profits  demanded  by  importers  are  unduly  high.  For  example,  it  is 
customary  for  importers  to  make  4  cents  profit  on  Douglas  fir  and 
^  to  1  cent  profit  on  Swedish  deals,  per  Imear  foot  of  3  by  9  inch 
deals. 

(3)  Imports  are  usually  deals  and  logs,  which  are  resawn  to  order 
at  very  high  rates.  A  great  saving  would  result  if  the  few  sizes 
needed  were  imported  ready  cut  and  carried  in  stock,  and  a  tendency 
exists  to  increase  the  proportion  of  such  sizes,  especially  in  Scandi- 
navian woods.  The  only  objection  is  the  probable  checking  or  warp- 
ing of  the  smaller  sizes  in  the  dry,  hot  climate  of  the  coast  towns. 

(4)  The  losses  from  checks  in  resawing  timbers  in  some  of  the 
railway  workshops  have  run  between  30  and  50  per  cent,  and  these 
losses  have  to  be  reckoned  with  in  making  pric^. 

(5)  The  large  towns  and  many  of  the  best  agricultural  districts 
are  300  miles  or  more  inland  and  the  freight  rates  on  imported  lum- 
ber are  generally  twice  as  liigh  as  on  domestic  lumber. 

XmpOTtiiig  and  SeUiner  Timber. 

The  conditions  under  which  the  timber  business  is  handled  are 
not  likely  to  promote  an  increased  demand.  The  importing  is  done 
by  merchants  who  carry  stocks  and  not  by  agents  or  brokers.  In 
the  case  of  White  Sea  and  Vladivostok  timbers  or  Douglas  fir,  which 
because  of  the  lack  of  a  regular  liner  service  must  be  imported  in 
cargo  lots,  the  number  of  importers  is  very  small,  only  two  or  three 
in  each  or  the  five  ports  serymg  the  country.  In  the  case  of  Scandi- 
navian or  Finland  timber,  which  may  be  brought  forward  fort- 
nightly to  any  important  South  African  port  in  quantities  of  10,000 
board  feet  or  more,  a  larger  number  of  firms  are  engaged  in  import- 
ing, and  small  quantities  are  imported  direct  by  the  builders. 

Over  80  per  cent  of  the  timber  stocks  in  the  country  are  carried  itt 
the  coast  in  order  to  avoid  investing  further  capital  in  the  payment 
of  rail  freight  before  the  timber  is  needed.  The  only  timber  yards 
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in  the  interior  are  at  the  mines,  the  railway  workshops,  and  comimrm- 
tively  small  stocks  carried  by  dealers  in  Johannesburg  and  several 
of  the  larger  towns  for  the  supplying  of  immediate  wants.  In  towns 
of  less  than  5,000  population  there  are  no  lumber  yards  and  no  Stoda 
of  lumber.  Any  one  desirous  of  purchasing  lumber  does  so  fnna 
a  price  li;-t  or  catalogue  through  the  general  merchant,  who  sends  the 
order  forward  to  the  wholesaler  at  the  coast.  Great  delay  sometimes 
results  in  getting  timber.  A  public  works  engineer  in  an  interior 
town  was  three  months  securing  a  Douglas-fir  stick  12  inches  by  151 
inches  by  26  feet. 

Xaek  of  Lunber  AdTertlsliv  Contrasted  with  Pushing  of  Sabstitntes. 

No  eflforts  are  made  to  encourage  the  use  of  timber.  This  absence 
of  selling  initiative  and  energy  causes  timber  to  lose  ground  wiUi 
both  large  and  small  purchasers.  The  railroads,  mines,  public  works, 
and  harbor  departments  are  constantly  besieged  by  trained  repn- 
sentatives  of  steel  and  concrete  industries,  demonstrating  the  advan- 
tages of  using  such  products  instead  of  timber.  After  the  sales  are 
made  and  st^l  and  concrete  are  in  use,  these  same  representatives 
are  continually  on  the  ground  to  observe  the  service  rendered  by  their 
products,  head  off  complaints,  study  faults,  and  suggest  improve- 
ments to  the  manufacturers  in  order  that  the  quality  of  the  product 
may  be  continually  improved. 

The  small  purchaser  is  similarly  affected.  Both  the  wholesaler  and 
the  retailer  through  whom  the  lumber  is  distributed  to  the  builder 
and  the  farmer  in  the  cities,  towns,  and  coimtries  carry  timber  ts 
more  or  less  of  a  side  line.  They  are  also  agents  for  and  carry  stocks 
of  corrugated  iron,  cement,  and  other  substitutes;  in  fact,  the  retailer 
in  all  towns  always  carries  these  materials  in  stock,  whereas  he  rarely 
carries  lumber  in  stock.   The  »tuation,  therefore,  is  that  in  a  large 

firoportion  of  cases  if  the  builder  in  a  South  African  town  wants 
umber  he  can  get  it  only  after  effort  and  delay,  whereas  cement, 
metal,  and  other  substitutes  are  ready  at  hand. 

Galvanized  iron  has  almost  di^laced  inch  boards  in  South  Africa. 
Tt  is  used  almost  universally  for  roofinjj^  and  commonly  for  siding  and 
tight  fencing.  Every  farmer  makes  his  own  bricks,  which  are  used 
for  native  huts,  farm  buildings,  and  partitions  in  city  dwellings. 
Cement  is  manufactured  in  South  Africa  and  is  used  for  pubuc 
works  and  for  the  better  class  of  dwellings  and  many  farm  buildings. 
Bovieef  of  Importfl— SoandinaTian  and  Knulan  Deals. 

Australia  and  Sweden  are  the  principal  sources  of  lumber  supply 
for  South  Africa,  followed  in  order  by  Norway,  the  United  Kingdom, 
the  United  States,  Canada,  and  Russia.  Australia  owes  its  pre- 
eminence as  a  source  of  supply  to  jarrah  construction  timbers  and 
railway  ties.  The  chief  commodities  from  Sweden  and  Norway  are 
3  by  9  inch  deals,  flooring,  ceiling,  and  box  shooks.  Tlie  supplies 
from  the  United  Ivingdom  conast  principally  of  crossties,  sash  and 
doors,  handles,  and  box  shooks  transsliipped  to  South  Africa  from 
other  countries.  The  United  States  supplies  pitch  pine,  Dou^^las  fir, 
oak,  sash  and  doors,  handles,  and  dressed  lumber.  The  unports 
from  Canada  are  practically  confined  to  Douglas  fir,  eastern  Cana- 
dian deals,  and  dressed  lumber.   Russii.  supplies  White  Sea  deals. 

The  universal  building  lumber  of  Soutir  Africa  for  years  has 
been  Scandinavian  and  liui^sian  deals,  which  are  believed  to  be  sape- 
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rior  to  Douglas  fir  for  joist&  rafters,  and  plates  in  roofing,  and  for 
the  manufadiure  of  interior  finish.  Thev  are  also  manufactured  true 
to  size,  which  is  not  always  the  case  with  North  American  lumber. 

TlBilieT  for  Baibroads,  Klines,  Xto. 

A  lai^  proportion  of  the  timber  imported  is  used  b^  the  railroads, 
mines,  harbors,  and  public  woi^  for  heavy  contraction  work.  The 
competition  here  is  between  pitch  pine,  jarrah,  and  Doaglas  fir.  Pitch 
pine  is  considered  superior  to  Douglas  fir  in  strength  and  durability. 
The  reputation  of  Douglas  fir  for  durability  suffers  not  only  from 
Uie  occurrence  of  dry  rot  but  from  the  great  variation  that  exists  in 
the  present  "merchantable"  grade.  Merchantable  Douglas  fir  has 
been  found  to  contain  large  quantities  of  selects  and  has  been  pur* 
chased  and  used  where  sheets  were  actually  needed.  Under  these 
circumstances,  merchantable  timber  has  sometimes  failed  to  give 
satisfaction,  and  there  is  a  strong  prejudice  against  Douglas  fir. 

Most  of  the  mines  more  pitch  pine  than  Douglas  fir,  though 
the  prices  of  the  two  woods  on  the  Rand  before  the  war  were  $0.48 
per  cubic  foot  for  Douglas  fir  and  $0.84  for  pitdi  pine,  and  the 
prices  in  November,  1916,  were  $0.84  and  $1.32,  respectively.  More- 
over, pitch  pine  averages  a  lower  ^rade  than  Douglas  fir,  owing 
chiefly  to  knots,  and  tiie  loss  in  resawing  is  ther^ore  greater.  There 
is  under  consideration,  however,  a  plant  for  (a^osotin^  Douglas-fir 
shaft  timbers,  which  would  greatly  increase  the  use  of  fir. 

Extensive  harbor  works  are  in  progress  in  Sduth  Africa,  but 
nearly  all  construction  work  is  masonry  or  rdnforced  concrete,  owing 
to  the  activity  of  the  teredoes,  which,  it  is  believed,  would  destroy 
ev^  creosoted  Douglas  fir. 

Crotstles — Vloorlng,  Ceiling,  and  Sbelring. 

The  supply  of  crossties  in  South  Africa  has  always  been  inade- 
quate. The  woods  employed  are  jarrah,  creosoted  Baltic  pine,  and 
creosoted  native  yellow  wood.  The  requirements  have  been  about 
1,000,000  per  year.  The  Railway  Department  is  spending  $125,000 
a  year  planting  eucalyptus  for  crossties;  20,000  acres  have  already 
been  planted,  and  it  seems  likely  that  in  30  or  40  yeare  the  sleeper 
plantations  will  furnish  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  railroads.  Ex- 
periments are  being  made  with  many  woods,  including  creoso^  fir, 
for  more  inmiediate  needs. 

Scandinavian  flooring  is  common  throughout  the  country;  it  is 
sound  Piwis  sj/lvestris,  free  from  checks  or  loose  knots,  run  through 
a  flooring  machine  and  well  manufactured.  Douglas-fir  flooring  is 
used  to  some  extent,  but  its  use  is  limited  on  account  of  the  dange^r 
of  dry  rot.  Teak  and  other  hardwood  floors  are  used  in  costly  resi- 
dences. Nearly  all  ceilings  in  South  Africa  are  varnished  wood 
from  Scandinavia.  Douglas-fir  ceiling  is  more  expensive  and  has 
suffered  severely  from  dry  rot.  Western  white  pine  is  the  chief  lum- 
ber imported  for  shelving,  which  is  carried  in  stock  by  every  hard- 
ware store.  The  bulk  of  the  ti-ade  is  in  the  hands  of  American  com- 
mission houses. 

Tattem-Kaklne,  Shop  fittings,  etc— Jbiterlor  Finish. 

Fairly  large  (juantities  of  clear  white  pine,  western  larch,  redwood, 
and  Siberian  pine  are  consumed  in  South  Africa  yearly  for  pattern 
making,  shop  fittings,  cabinet  work,  and  joinery.  It  has  been  found 
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recently  that  clear  white  pine  resembling  Quebec  pine,  but  a  little 
yellower  in  color  and  shorter  in  grain,  can  be  purchased  in  unlimited 
quantities  at  Vladivostok.  A  fiul  sailer  cargo  that  recently  arrlTed 
in  Durban  was  nearly  all  clears  and  consisted  chiefly  of  2,  3,  and  4 
inch  by  8  to  24  inch,  m  16  to  24  foot  lengths.  This  Siberian  pine  ap- 
pears to  be  superior  in  grading  and  working  qualities  to  any  other 
clear  timber  imported  into  South  Africa  and  is  believed  to  be  lower 
in  price.  The  manufacture  is  excellent,  equal  to  the  best  Swedish. 

There  is  a  demand  in  South  Africa  for  a  wood  for  interior  finish 
between  the  Scandinavian  woods  used  in  cheap  buildings  and  teak 
and  mahogany.  Redwood  and  Douglas  fir  are  used  to  some  extent  for 
this  purpose  and  should  be  advertised.  The  flashy,  slash-grained 
effects  are  not  so  popular  as  the  close-grained  quiet  miish.  An  open- 
ing exists  for  3-ply  for  paneling  and  for  manufacture  in  South 
Africa  into  special  lines  of  doors.  Sugar  pine  3-ply  is  now  imported 
for  that  purpose. 

Other  LnmbcT  Uses. 

Practically  all  the  moldings  used,  in  South  Africa  are  made  in  the 
country  from  Scandinavian  red  deals.  Such  ^ods  as  are  imported 
come  from  Sweden  and  Norway.  Small  quantities  of  white-pine  bal- 
ustrades and  veranda  brackets,  blinds,  and  finials  are  imported  from 
the  United  States.  There  is  little  prospect  for  a  market  in  Douglas- 
fir  moldings. 

Three-fourths  of  the  box  shooks  imported  come  from  Sweden. 
The  imports  (valued  at  about  $85,000  in  1914)  represent  about  half 
of  the  total  shooks  used.  The  United  States  leads  in  supplying  sadi 
and  doors.  Nearly  all  doors  are  imported ;  most  of  the  sash  are  made 
in  South  Africa  from  Scandinavian  deals.  The  American  doors  are 
white  pine,  mostly  4-panel  D.  M.  third  grade.  A  market  might 
be  cultivated  for  3-ply  Douglas-fir  doors.  Shingle  roofs  are  very 
imcommon,  owing  to  the  competition  of  galvanized  iron  and,  re- 
cently, of  tiles.  The  South  African  match  industry  has  been  depend- 
ent on  supplies  of  Baltic  alder.  The  requirements  are  400,000  cubic 
feet  annually,  in  blocks  9  to  20  inch^  in  diameter. 


FOUSTDRYUEK  CONSTTXT  BTTKEATT  OF  STAKSABDS. 

The  committee  appointed  at  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  Ameri- 
can Foundrymen's  Association  to  confer  with  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Standards  on  problems  in  which  it  was  decided  the  burean 
could  help  the  foundrymen  met  recently  at  the  bureau.  Matters  of 
common  mterest  were  discussed  at  length.  The  bureau  was  urged 
to  undertake  investigations  looking  to  the  establishment  of  a  standard 
molding  sand.  Other  matters  considered  were  facing  of  sands, 
core-binder  standards,  standard  sieveS|  and  shock  and  other  suitable 
mechanical  tests  of  malleable  castings. 

Demand  for  Bope  and  Twine. 

Consul  General  A.  Gaulin,  at  Marseille,  France,  reports  that  there 
is  a  good  demand  in  the  Marseille  district  for  rope  and  twine  of 
American  manufacture.  A  list  of  dealers  interested  was  submitted, 
copy  of  which  can  be  obtained  nt  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Do- 
mestic Commerce  or  its  district  offices  by  referring  to  file  No.  740KIL 
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XASBIX  DEFOISITS  IH  BBITISH  COLUHBIA. 

[Connil  Oenenl  B.  B.  IfansfidO,  Taaeomcr.  Canada,  Har.  18.] 

Among  ihe  many  natural  resources  of  British  Colombia  available 
for  commercial  and  industrial  purposes  is  a  6ne  grade  of  marble. 
An  exten£dve  ledge  of  what  is  designated  as  Malaspina  marble  is  now 
bong  worked  on  Tezads  Island,  about  50  miles  ncHthwest  of  Van- 
couver. It  is  a  Crinodial  formation,  its  most  attractive  feature  being 
the  variety  and  ext«it  of  tints  and  coloring  shown  in  irregular 
streaks. 

Marble  from  the  Texada  Island  quarries  was  used  for  decorative 
purposes  in  the  new  Vancouver  Hotel,  completed  in  1915,  and  sam- 
ples exhibited  at  the  Panama-Pacific  Kxposition  at  San  Francisco 
attracted  favorable  attrition.  The  deposits  are  found  on  the  south- 
ern end  of  Uie  island  adjacent  to  a  land-locked  bay,  whidi  fac^- 
tates  the  transportation  of  the  ]>roduct  to  markets  on  the  mainland. 

The  value  of^ marble  imported  into  Canada  in  recent  years  has  aver- 
aged about  $500,000  a  year.  In  addition  to  the  imported  article,  that 
from  Canadian  quarries,  particularly  the  ^reen  marble  of  Missdsquoi, 
are  extensively  used  throughout  the  Dominion.  It  is  estimated  that 
the  marble  used  in  the  buildings  in  Vancouver  has  a  total  value  of 
$5,000,000,  and  with  rapid  development  of  the  country  ^e  prospects 
for  the  development  of  an  important  industry  in  the  quarries  of 
Texada  I&tand  are  promising. 


lUPGBTS  OF  CHICLE  FOB  CHEWIHO-OUH  HAITITFACTUBE. 

Imports  of  chicle  into  the  United  States  in  1915  amounted  to 
6^600,000  pounds  according  to  figures  compiled  by  the  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce.  This  product  is  the  dried  milky 
jnice  of  the  sapodilla  tree  of  the  tropics.  Some  of  the  gum  is  used 
as  a  substitute  for  gutta-percha,  but  the  bulk  of  It  is  consumed  in  the 
manufacture  of  chewing  gum*. 

The  countries  of  origin  appearing  in  the  1915  figures,  with  their 
respective  amounts,  were:  Mexico,  2,197,000  pounds;  Canada,  2,181,- 
000  pounds;  British  Honduras,  1,139,000  pounds;  Venezuela,  952,000 
pounds;  the  Central  American  Republics,  26,000  pounds;  all  other 
countries  5,000  pounds.  Chicle  is  not  produced  in  Canada,  but  large 
quantities  from  other  British  possessions  are  handled  through  the 
Dominion.  In  1913  the  total  imports  of  the  gum  amounted  to 
13,759,000  pounds,  and  that  is  the  record  importation  for  any  one 
year. 

Normally  the  annual  imports  of  chicle  into  the  United  States 
amount  to  7,000,000  pounds,  valued  at  about  $2,500,000,  on  which 
customs  duties  amounting  to  $750,000  are  paid.  The  chicle  imported 
in  the  past  10  years  has  cost  the  United  States  nearly  $35,000,000. 

Oerman  and  Austrian  Trade  in  Jewehy. 

Figures  showing  the  imports  and  exports  of  jewelry  into  and  from 
Germany  and  Austria-Hungary  during  the  years  1911  to  1913,  in- 
clusive, nave  been  compiled  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Commerce  from  the  official  returns  of  these  countries.  These  can  be 
examined  at  the  Bureau  or  its  district  offices  by  referring  to  file 
Ko.  103. 
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SHT7  8ESVICE  TO  SOCIETT  ISLAHSS  XEDUGED. 

[Consal  Ttaomai  B.  I*  Lajtoii,  TthlU.  Jan.  28.] 

The  Tahiti  agency  of  the  Union  Steamship  Co.  (Ltd.),  of  Dun- 
edin,  New  Zealand,  whose  vessels  furnish  the  only  service  between 
the  Society  Islands,  the  United  States^  Australia,  and  New  Zealand, 
under  contract  with  the  Colonial  Government  of  the  French  posses- 
sions in  Oceania,  announced  on  January  15,  a  few  hours  after  tiie 
departure  of  the  mail  steamer  for  San  Francisco,  that  the  service 
northward  from  Tahiti  to  the  United  States  would  be  interrupted 
during  the  entire  month  of  February.  One  vessel  would  arrive  from 
San  Francisco  as  usual  during  that  month,  whereas  none  would  sail 
from  Tahiti  for  the  American  port.  The  interruption  further  meant 
that  as  no  vessel  would  pass  northward  during  February,  there  would 
be  none  to  leave  San  Francisco  for  Papeete  during  March. 

This  was  the  second  blow  that  had  been  suffered  by  business  circles 
here,  for  already  the  largest  and  best  of  the  three  steamers  on  ttie 
route  had  been  withdrawn  from  the  8ervi<%,  and  unce  October  two 
only,  instead  of  three  ships,  had  been  serving  the  islands,  with  en- 
tirely inadequate  space  for  the  local  exports. 

Expect  Two  Amerlean  Schooners. 

So  far  as  can  be  learned  here,  there  are  only  two  American  schoon- 
ers on  their  way  to  this  port.  One  is  the  Robert  Hind  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  it  is  coining  from  Australia  in  ballast.  The  other  is  Uie 
Ethel  Zane,  on  its  way  from  San  Francisco  with  general  cargo  for 
a  firm  here.  The  American  consul  has  been  assured  that  there  are  no 
other  sailing  vessels  now  bound  for  Tahiti,  and  that  several  local 
houses  have  Deen  attempting  without  success  to  secure  others. 

After  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  from  San  Francisco  on  the  14th  of 
February  there  will  elapse  an  interval  of  two  months,  during  whidi 
not  a  ton  of  cargo  will  be  received  in  the  colonjr.  To  add  to  the  com- 
plete isolation  threatening  the  islands,  as  this  is  being  written,  infor- 
mation has  been  received  stating  that  the  intermediate  boat  operated 
by  the  same  company,  once  a  month  between  New  Zealand  and  Pa- 
peete, will  miss  the  March  voyage. 

llie  situation  facing  the  Society  Islands  for  some  time  to  come  is 
serious.  American  shipowners  are  advised  to  consider  the  situation, 
and  when  the  contract  with  the  steamship  company  expires  to  bid  on 
the  agreement  for  furnishinjg  this  service.  The  American  consulate 
may  be  expected  to  give  notice  when  there  is  a  possibility  of  Ameri- 
cans being  allowed  to  secure  the  service  between  San  Francises  and 
Tahiti. 

Tenni  of  Ooatraet  with  Steamihlp  Gompany. 

According  to  the  contract  entered  into  on  February  9, 1912,  between 
the  Government  of  the  French  possessions  in  Oceania  and  the  Union 
Steamship  Co.  of  Dunedin,  New  Zealand,  the  latter,  in  consideratira 
of  an  annual  subsidy  of  $28,950  and  exemption  from  payment  of  all 
port,  pilotngCj  harbor,  and  wharf  charges,  agreed  to  render  the 
following  services : 

To  furnish  n  ninll,  freight,  nnd  passeng«!>  service  every  28  days  to  anl  fram 
San  Francisco  nnd  to  and  from  New  Zealand  by  not  less  than  three  steanwrs 
with  n  nilnlmuni  speed  of  13  knots.  The  vessels  were  to  completo  13  roond 
voyages  during  tlie  year  nnd  were  to  be  of  certain  type  and  of  speQUe^tmiDi^ 
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One  was  to  have  a  displacement  of  7,685  tons,  another  of  4,268,  and  the  third  of 
8,393.  Three  ships  having  these  displacements,  the  Tahiti,  the  Aorasigi,  and 
the  Maitai,  were  selected  as  the  types  to  be  furnished  by  the  company,  which 
bound  itself  to  replace  one  or  ail  tliree  TCSsels  of  largor  dzes  should  one  ta 
all  tuTO  to  be  withdrawn  because  of  accident  or  unforeseen  reascma.  Xtae 
Tahiti  was  to  reserve  space  for  1,000  tons  of  cargo  (40  cubic  feet  of  space  to  the 
ton);  the  Aoranffi  and  Maitai,  790  tons  each.  Should  the  company  replace 
eltlier  one  or  the  other  of  the  last  mentioned  by  a  ship  of  larger  size,  the  latter 
would  be  reqnlred  to  famish  1,000  tons,  or  40,000  cubic  feet  of  space. 

The  maximum  freight  rates  as  stipulated  In  the  contract  were :  For  shipments 
of  over  50  tons,  $8  per  ton  of  1,000  kilos  (1  metric  ton,  2,204.6  pounds),  or  40 
cubic  feet;  for  shipments  of  less  than  50  tons,  $9  per  ton.  Until  recently  the 
maximum  rates  had  never  been  charged  by  the  company. 


NATIONAL  SHOE  ANB  ZJEATHEB  KABOT  FAIR. 

The  National  Shoe  and  Leather  Market  Fair  to  be  held  in  Me- 
(Panics  Building,  Boston,  Mass.,  Jul^  12  to  19,  1916,  will  be  an 
exposition  of  finished  products,  materials,  machinery,  and  supplies 
representing  that  branch  of  American  industry.  Reports  received 
from  Commercial  Agent  W.  A.  Graham  Clark,  in  charge  of  the 
Boston  district  office  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce, show  that  special  efforts  have  been  made  to  interest  foreign 
buyers  and  shoe  manufacturers,  and  others  identified  witii  allied 
branches  of  the  shoe  and  leather  trades  abroad. 

Meetings  of  shoe  and  leather  buyers  are  to  be  held  at  the  fair 
building,  and  the  New  England  Shoe  and  Leather  Associati<»i  will 
have  proceedings  and  will  entertain  visitors.  Cooperation  has  hwa 
extended  by  the  National  Shoe  Betaiiers'  Association,  the  National 
Association  of  Shoe  Factoi^  Superintendents  and  Foremen,  and 
various  other  trade  organizations.  Western  manufacturers  will  show 
their  products.  An  interesting  exhibit  will  be  a  full  equipment  of 
shoemaking  machinery  in  operation. 

Special  entertainments  and  excursions  to  various  points  are  to 
be  provided.  The  effort  to  draw  a  large  attendance  of  foreign  buyers 
is  a  feature  of  the  preliminary  arrangements. 


WOMEN  EHFLOTES  IN  SOUTH  AFRICAN  BUSINESa 

[Consul  E.  A.  Wnkcfletd,  Port  Ellznbetb,  Feb.  5.] 

There  is  increased  employment  of  women  in  commercial  life  in 
South  Africa  to-day.  It  is  peculiarly  noticeable  in  the  vicinity  of 
Port  Elizabeth,  because  women  heretofore  have  not  been  commonly 
emploj'ed  commercially.  Several  of  the  banks  have  enga^d  femafe 
clerks  and  commercial  houses  generally  are  doing  likewise.  Good 
salaries  are  paid  experienced  female  clerks  and  stenographers,  while 
competent  junior  clerks  and  office  boys  are  getting  increased  wages. 

District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Fore^  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Few  York,  Boom  409  United  States  Cnstomhonse ;  Boston,  eighteenth  flooi 
United  States  Castomhoase ;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Bnilding;  St  Louis,  402  Third 
JTational  Bank  Building;  Atlanta.  521  Post  OlBce  Building;  Kew  Orleans,  1020 
Hibenia  Bank  Building;  San  Braaolsoo,  806  United  States  Ciwtoiiihtfnse;  Seattle, 
888  Alaska  Bnlldlng.  CooperatiTe  district  offioes:  Clere&nd,  Chamber  of  Com- 
meroe;  Claoinnatl,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Cincinnati,  Hew  Orleans  A  Texas 
fadfle  By.  Co.,  Cincinnati;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board 
of  Commerce;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commeree;  South  American  Ageat« 
Southern  By.  Co.,  Chattanooga,  lenn. 
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POBEIGH  TBASB  OPFOETUAiXlES. 

Reserved  addresses  mar  be  obtalaed  from  the  Barean  aod  Ita  Alrtvlot  otteea.  IlcqnMt 
for  eacb  opporttuutr  sboald  be  od  a  separate  sbeet  and  the  Sl«  ■amber  ghren. 

Button  machinery,  No.  205S8. — A  man  Id  the  tTnited  States  writes  that  he  has 
an  loquiry  from  South  America  for  catalogues,  quotations,  and  full  Informa- 
tloD  from  American  niaDufacturers  of  machinery  for  making  pearl  buttoDs. 

Agricultural  machinery  and  implements,  etc.,  No.  20589. — An  Argentine  busi- 
ness man  who  is  now  in  the  United  States  Informs  a  commercial  aeent  of 
the  bureau  that  he  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  American  manufac- 
turers of  agriculturol  machinery  and  Implements,  gasoline  motors,  steam 
engines,  and  aluminum  and  electrical  products.   Reference  Is  given. 

SUki,  cretonnes,  chintzes,  etc..  No.  20590. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bnrean  re- 
ports that  a  Canadian  business  man  ts  now  In  the  United  States  for  the  pnr- 
pose  of  establishing  commercial  relattoiu  with  American  manntactnms  ot 
silks,  cretonnes,  chintzes,  printed  wash  and  dress  goods.  Refwence  Is  glraL 

Locomotives,  foodstujfa,  clothing,  machinery,  etc..  No.  20591. — A  man  in  Mexico 
writes  that  be  desires  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  American  manu&ctnrm 
of  locomotWes,  food  products,  clothing,  hardware,  shoes,  machinerT,  bail(t- 
Ing  material,  niining  supplies,  boiler  flues,  and  Jute  and  cotton  bogs.  Ref- 
erences are  given. 

General  merchandise.  No.  20592. — A  Colombian  who  is  returning  to  that  country 
desires  to  receive  catalogues,  and  full  information  from  American  manu- 
facturers and  exporters  who  may  care  to  place  their  goods  on  ttie  Colombian 
markets.   No  particular  line  is  specified.   References  are  given. 

Chemicals,  machinery,  etc.,  No.  20593. — A  man  in  Spain  writes  that  he  desires 
to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of  chemical  products,  drag* 
gists*  supplies,  food  products,  machinery,  and  ironmongery. 

Musical  instruments,  gramophones,  pianos,  etc..  No.  20594. — ^A  man  in  BraiU 
writes  that  he  is  in  the  market  for  musical  instruments;  gramophones  and 
records,  drawing  and  painting  supplies,  pianos,  etc  Reference  is  gixm. 
It  Is  stated  that  the  man  desires  to  secure  a  purchasing  and  forwarding 
agent  In  this  country. 

Canned  milk,  No.  20595. — ^A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  reports  that  two 
firms  In  the  Par  East  desire  to  ustablish  commercial  relations  with  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  of  evaporated,  sterilized,  or  fresh  milk  In  cans.  Quota- 
tions should  be  made  c.  i.  f.  destination,  and  full  information,  Indudiog 
samples  and  advertising  matter,  should  be  sent. 

Hosiery,  undcnccar,  etc..  No.  20596.— A  commercial  agent  of  the  Bureau  re- 
ports that  a  firm  in  Chile  desire  to  purchase  hosiery  for  women,  men's 
underwmr,  cravats,  neckties,  pajamas,  handkerdilefis,  shoe  strings^  oombsi 
soaps,  and  other  novelties. 

Olassware,  No.  20597. — A  pharmacist  in  Cuba  writes  that  he  desires  to  com- 
municate with  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  ^assware. 

Chemicals,  No.  20598. — A  commercial  orpanlzatton  In  Russia  writes  that  It 
desires  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of  chemicals,  such 
as  bromine,  iodine,  and  aluminum  sulphate. 

Jetcel  box  parts,  No.  20599. — A  firm  in  Spain  writes  that  It  desires  to  be  placed 
in  touch  with  American  manufacturers  of  parts  used  in  making  Jewel 
cuses;  and  silver  and  other  metal  containers.    Reference  Is  givoi. 

SoMer,  No.  2060a— A  firm  in  the  United  States  writes  that  its  agent  In  Switxer- 
land  is  In  the  market  for  from  500  to  1,000  kilograms  (about  1.102.31  to 
2.204.62  pounds)  of  solder,  tin  with  colophane,  2  and  3  millimeters  in 
diameter  (about  0.07874  and  0.11S11  Inch).  The  American  firm  states 
that  it  does  nut  hesitate  to  ship  goods  to  Its  ag«it  on  open  account 

Fwnitvre  and  buggies,  No.  20601.— A  firm  in  the  United  States  writes  that  Its 
correspondent  In  lialtl  des[rt>s  to  represent  American  manufacturers  eC 
household  furniture  of  all  kinds,  and  buggies. 
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ABCHAHaEI  AND  VICHTITT  TTHSEB  UniTAST  COimiOL. 

[Consul  Nortb  Wlnsbip.  Tetrograd,  Russia,  Feb.  18.] 

In  order  to  improve  the  conditions  under  which  goods  are  trans* 
shipped  to  the  interior  at  Archangel  and  to  unite  the  action  of 
Tai'ioiis  institutions  concerned  in  this  matter,  a  decision  of  the  Rus- 
sian Council  of  Ministers,  imperially  confirmed,  provides  for  the 
introduction  of  military  control  in  the  port  of  Archangel  and  in  the 
White  Sea  maritime  region,  including  trie  shores  of  the  Arctic  Ocean 
lis  far  as  the  Norwegian  boundary.  A  "  trade  and  industry  agent " 
is  to  be  appointed  by  the  Minister  of  War,  subject  to  the  confirmation 
of  the  Minister  of  Trade  and  Industry,  to  supervise  the  activities  of 
the  various  private  shipping  agents  and  transport  companies. 

The  following  objects  come  under  the  authority?  or  the  militai? 
control:  The  safety  and  accurate  movement  of  ships  and  freights; 
the  prompt  transshipment  of  goods  and  their  proper  warehousing 
and  handling  during  transshipment;  power  to  inflict  punishment  of 
imprisonment  or  fine  for  infractions  of  whatever  so-called  obliga- 
tory proclamations  shall  be  issued;  power  to  veto  the  decisions  of 
city  councils^  commence  emergency  works  and  constructions  out  of 
the  extraordmary  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  commander  in  chief 
of  the  region,  suspend  the  activity  of  private  shipping  agencies  and 
similar  enterprises,  order  compulsory  unloading  and  transshipment 
of  goods  arriving  at  Archangelj  confiscate  goo<p,  order  a  three-day 
time  limit  on  the  customs  examinations  of  consi^ments,  requisition 
any  ocean,  harbor,  or  river  boats  or  vessels,  and  temporarily  enlarge 
the  boundaries  of  the  Archangel  harbor  precincts. 

The  following  existing  authorities  will  be  subject  to  the  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  region:  The  AVhite  Sea  commander,  the 
Ministry  of  the  Marine  shipping  and  transshipping  agent,  the  garri- 
son commander^  the  agents  of  the  Ministry  of  War  at  the  military 
wharves,  the  chief  fort  authority,  and  the  Archangel  executive  com- 
mittee for  land  and  water  transportation. 

According  to  invoices  certified  at  the  Amerio^tn  consulate  at  Tx'g- 
hom,  Italy,  the  exports  of  olive  oil  to  the  United  States  during  1915 
vere  valued  at  ^,569,135  compared  with  $2,547,451  for  1914. 
3»ieo'-i«  ^1217 
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CHAVaES  DT  THE  XAVTITACIVBE  OF  CEEAUC  WABX. 

[Translation  from  the  Osaka  Asnbl  Sblmbnn  for  Feb.  IT,  hj  TIee  Consnl  E.  H.  DouuB, 

Kobe,  Japan.] 

The  exportation  of  porcelain  and  pottery  from  Japan  is  still 
heavy.  The  goods  are  mostly  intended  as  substitutes  for  German 
goods,  such  as  electrical  supplies,  toys,  and  coffee  cups.  In  the  past 
only  40  per  cent  of  the  ceramic  ware  manufactured  in  this  country 
was  exported,  but  this  proportion  has  been  steadily  increasing  since 
the  beginning  of  the  war,  and  now  fully  70  per  cent  is  being  exported. 
The  entire  output  of  Nagoza  is  being  exported,  of  Seto  70  per  cent, 
of  Mino  65  per  cent,  of  Hizen  25  per  cent,  of  Kyoto  60  per  cent,  of 
lyo  85  per  cent  (principally  to  Qiina),  and  of  Awaji  60  per  cent 
Methods  of  manufacture  have  also  changed;  hand  labor  is  gradually 
changing  to  machine  labor,  and  the  shapes  of  the  kilns  have  been 


occupied  a  week  can  now  be  done  in  a  day. 

It  was  necessary  that  some  such  improvements  be  made,  as  goods ' 
for  export  are  ordered  at  low  figures.  Being  in  great  demand  in 
the  manufacture  of  glass  and  paper,  the  price  of  kaolin  has  risen  con- 
siderably ;  chemicals  and  wages  nave  also  risen,  so  it  is  reported  that 
profits  are  small.  It  is  the  manufacturers  of  goods  for  export 
especially  that  have  been  badlv  hit,  as  most  of  their  contracts  were 
made  before  this  rise  could  be  foreseen.  Their  only  hope  is  to  pterfect 
mauufacture  on  a  li.rge  scale.  By  establishing  a  reputation  now  it 
is  expected  that  after  the  cessation  of  the  war  Japanese  manufac- 
turei's  will  be  able  to  maintain  a  satisfactory  trade.  To  which  end 
they  must  apply  themselves. 


Concerning  fertilizers,  a  thorough  inquiry  into  local  market  con- 
ditions has  disclosed  the  fact  that  there  is  no  wholesale  or  import 
trade  in  these  products  in  the  St.  Etienne  district,  which  cftn  not  be 
considered  in  any  sense  an  agricultural  center  of  France.  The  local 
retailers  who  handle  fertilizers  in  small  quantities  purchase  their 
sitpjilies  through  impoiters  and  jobbers  established  at  Bwdeaux  or 
Marseille. 

With  regard  to  insect  powders,  disinfectants^  and  similar  products, 
it  is  believed  that  a  demand  may  be  created  in  this  district,  but  in 
order  to  make  them  known  American  exporters  must,  at  least  in  the 
beginning,  be  disposed  to  send  over  samples  so  that  they  may  be 
tried  by  practical  experiments.  In  each  department  of  France  there 
is  a  director  of  agriculture  working  under  instructions  from  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture.  The  duties  of  these  oilicials  is  to  get  into 
close  personal  touch  with  the  farmers  of  their  respective  departments 
and  instruct  tliem  as  to  the  latest  and  most  economical  methods  of 
conducting  their  farms  in  order  to  get  the  most  out  of  the  soil.  The 
directors  have  well-e(]uipped  experiment  farms  where  tests  are  made 
of  all  kinds  of  fertilizers,  insect  powders,  disinfectants,  etc.,  before 
lecommending  them  for  use  by  the  farming  fraternity. 

[A  list  of  the  ngrlculturnl  directors  la  the  St.  Etienne  district  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  DonieBtIc  Oimimerce  or  Its  district  offices  tur 
asking  for  file  No.  740C3.] 


greatly  improved.    Coal  is  now 


formerly 


INTBOBnCTOBT  METHODS  FOB  INSECT  POWDEBS. 


[Consul  WlUIam  U.  Ilunt,  St.  KUenne,  France,  Mar.  &] 
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FL&TDnni  nnnnsTBY  of  colohbia. 

(Vloe  Cohhu)  Leonard  Blake  Modica,  Cartagena.  Uar.  1.] 

Flaiinum  is  foimd  in  CoJombia  near  the  headwaters  of  the  Atrato 

and  San  Juan  Rivers  in  the  Intendencia  del  Choco.  Nearly  all  the 
streams  of  this  region  yield  the  metal,  but  the  gravels  of  the  Condoto 
■Eiver,  it  is  said,  pan  out  more  richly  than  do  the  others.  Platinum 
is  also  found,  although  in  smaller  quantities,  in  the  fluvial  sands  of 
the  Department  of  Tolima. 

The  largest  single  produwr  of  platinum  in  the  Bepublic  is  the 
Anglo-Columbian  Developing  Co.,  which  is  affiliated  with  the  Con- 
solidated Gold  Fields  (Ltd.)  of  South  Africa.  It  is  undei'stood  that 
the  greater  part  of  its  output  is  shipped  to  England.  There  are 
many  independent  producers,  however.  In  1915  these  won  11,120  troy 
ounces  of  platinum,  all  of  which  went  to  the  United  States,  the  de- 
clared value  being  $50G,.56G.  The  shipments  are  made  by  various 
mercantile  houses  in  Cartagena^  which  have  agents  in  the  mining 
districts  or  maintain  branches  in  Quibdo.  At  the  present  rate  of 
production  it  is  probable  that  between  1,500  and  2,000  troy  ounces 
can  be  obtained  monthly  from  the  independent  producers  in  the 
Choco  during  the  current  year. 

The  price  of  platinum  rose  steadily  and  rapidly  during  the  closing 
quarter  of  last  year.  Its  highest  point  in  September  was  $^^2  an 
ounce.  It  was  invoiced  at  $55  in  October,  went  as  high  as  $72  in 
November,  and  reached  its  maximum  in  December  at  $100  per  troy 
ounce,  then  gradually  receded  to  $80  an  ounce  on  January  22,  191G. 
On  March  1  it  was  quoted  at  $85  an  ounce  in  the  Cartagena  maHcet; 
in  tlie  Choco,  at  $35  to  $50. 

[A  list  of  the  chief  ('nrtneenn  sliippers  of  platinum  may  be  tiad  upon  applfra* 
tinn  to  tlie  Biirenii  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Ck>nimei'ce  or  its  district  offices. 
Refer  to  file  No.  74081.]   

EXPORTS  PBOX  BEASFOBB  TO  UNITES  STATES. 

[Consul  AueUBtas  E.  Intrrain,  Bradford.  EngUind.  Mar.  0.] 

The  value  of  the  exports  invoi<!ed  at  the  American  consulate  at 

Bradford  for  the  United  States  during  February,  191C,  was  $909,402, 
a  decrease  of  $304,054  as  compared  with  the  corresponding  month 
of  the  previous  year,  and  the  smallest  monthly  total  smce  September, 
1913.  Tlie  noticeable  features  of  last  month  were  the  few  shipments 
of  raw  wool,  which  amounted  to  only  $8,520  (practically  all  carpet 
wools),  and  $39,031  of  wool  noils  and  waste  (mostly  mohair  noils), 
as  compared  with  $140,537  and  $111,053,  respectively,  in  February, 
1915;  and  a  heavy  falling  off  in  the  shipments  of  worsted  cloths  and 
wool  dress  goods  and  linings,  the  figures  for  these  being  $53,288  and 
$89,036,  as  compared  with  $156,907  and  $243,955,  respectively,  in 
February,  1915. 

Cotton  cloths,  chiefly  linings,  on  the  other  hand,  increased  from 
$131,006  to  $337,393;  and  spun  silk  yarn,  which  is  now  advancing 
in  price,  also  increased  from  $73,700  to  $106,965.  The  general  fall- 
ing off  in  the  shipments  from  this  district  to  the  United  States  is  un- 
doubtedly due  to  the  strictness  of  the  embargo,  which  evidently  is 
being  gradually  extended  to  a  wider  ran^^e  of  ^oods.  The  growing 
shoitage  of  labor  is  also  adding  to  the  difficulties  of  manufacturtrs, 
who  are  booked  up  with  oiders  for  many  months  ahead,  which  makes 
itiQ  possibility  of  present-day  purchasers  securing  eai'ly  delivery, 
save  in  exceptional  cases,  very  remote.  Digitized  byGoOgle 
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CAKABA. 

[Consul  Ilenrj  P.  Starrett,  Fort  WUllam.  Ontario,  Mar.  17.) 
Qrain  EleTators. 

One  of  the  results  of  the  large  grain  crop  of  the  Canadian  West 
last  season  (an  increase  of  108  per  cent  over  the  previous  season)  is 
the  activity  among  the  elevator  interests  at  Winnipeg  and  in  the 
twin  cities  of  Fort  William  and  Port  Arthur.  New  plants  are  con- 
templated and  substantial  additions  to  existing  plants  ai-e  in  process 
of  realization.  The  following  specific  proposals  have  thus  far  been 
reported : 

The  Canada  Starch  Co.  (Ltd.),  Fort  William,  Ontario,  is  considering  tbe 
advisubllity  of  erecting  a  marine  lep;  for  the  unioiiding  of  corn  from  vesaeis 
directly  into  its  storiifje  bins.   Its  plant  is  located  on  the  harbor  front. 

The  Ogllvie  Flour  Mills  Co.  (Ltd.).  Fort  Williflm,  Ontario,  (head  office  at 
Montreal,  (Juebec),  reports  that  it  purposes  making  additions  costing  abont 
$175,000  to  its  Fort  William  plant.  These  will  include  a  feed  mill  and  certain 
extensions  to  its  present  grain  elevator.  The  building  construction  wilt  prol>- 
ably  l>e  given  to  local  concerns,  but  it  Is  believed  tliat  Amerlcnu  elevator  and 
feed-mill  machinery  will  be  given  careful  consideration. 

The  Mutual  Elevator  Go.  (Ltd.),  of  Winnipeg,  Manitoba,  r^resented  locally 
by  the  Bole  Bros.  Grain  Co.,  of  Fort  William,  has  let  a  contract  to  the 
Fegels  Engineering  &■  Construction  Co.,  Grain  Exchange  Building,  Fort  Wil- 
liotn,  Ontario,  for  a  500,000  bushels  capacity  grnhi  elevator  to  be  constructed 
of  concrete  and  steel,  costing  approximately  $250,000.  The  contract  calls  for 
delivery  of  the  flnishe<I  plant  by  September  1  next. 

The  opportunity  presented  to  the  American  manufacturer  is  for 
grain-cleaning  machinery,  grain  conveyer  and  weighing  systems, 
full  electrical  equipment,  power  transmission  (rubber,  leather,  and 
manila  transmission),  etc.  All  grain-handling  plants  in  this  city  are 
operated  by  electricity.  There  are  a  limited  number  of  Canadian 
manufacturers  who  produce  much  of  this  equipment,  and  they  are 
protected  by  a  35  per  cent  ad  valorem  customs  duty  general  rate, 
applicable  to  imports  from  the  United  States,  on  most  machinery  of 
this  character.  But  American  equipment  of  this  nature  is  piDeferred, 
provided  prices  are  equal  or  nearly  so. 

ITAXT. 

[Consul  F.  T.  F.  Damont,  Florence,  Feb,  24.] 
Canal  Constraction  Work. 

A  contract  for  the  construction  of  the  banks  of  the  Canale  XJscianaj 
amounting  to  $iiO,265,  has  been  awarded  to  the  Societa  Anoniina  di 
Produzione  &  Lavoro,  of  Montecalvoli,  Province  of  Florence. 

The  Consorzio  Autonomo  delle  Cooperativa  di  Ravenna,  of  Ra- 
venna^ has  been  awarded  a  contract  amounting  to  $35,401  for  the  cmi- 
struction  of  the  river  banks  on  the  River  Cino. 

Construction  and  Eqaipment  of  an  Electrio  Tramway. 

Application  has  been  made  to  the  Government  for  a  concession  to 
build,  equip,  and  operate  an  electric  tramway  from  the  station  at 
Pracchia  to  the  station  at  San  Marcello  Pistoiese  on  the  railway  line 
between  Florence  and  Bologna,  a  distance  of  9  miles.  The  maximum 
grade  will  be  74  feet  per  1,000.  The  estimated  cost  is $550,000,  includ- 
ing rolling  stock.  Current  will  be  furnished  by  the  Societa  Ligure- 
Toscana  di  Electricita.  The  concession  has  been  asked  for  by  Eogi- 
eers  Luigi  Orlando  and  Alberto  Iiodolo,  of  Le^bonu  ^ 
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OAHASA'S  KDIEaAL  FSODUCTIOH. 

(CoDBOl  General  Jotu  G.  Foater,  Ottawa,  liar.  l8,] 

The  total  mineral  production  in  Canada  in  1915,  acoording  to  a 
report  issued  by  the  Department  of  Mines,  amounted  to  a  total  value 
of  $138,513,750,  as  compared  with  $128,863,075  in  1914.  The  follow- 
ii^  table  shows  tlie  production  of  the  more  important  metals  and 
mmerals  for  the  two  years: 


FiodaotK. 

1914 

191S 

Products. 

1914 

1915 

Bfetalllc: 

Coppw  

Gold  

Fta  'Jon  (from  Cana- 
dian ore)  

jMd  

110.301.60(1 
15,983.007 

l,13<t.Itl2 
1.027.S68 
13,55.^.381 
15,593,631 

1,088.514 

S17,T».307 
18,036,971 

1,740.808 
2.541.  IIG 
20.433  ZiH 
14.088.397 

1.689.135 

Noometillic  -Continued. 

flypsiim  

Noturul  IDS  

SI.!.i((.207 

3.4*4.727 
3*3. 124 
744.508 
493.648 
9.1S7.!)24 
1.300.028 
5.4U0.O5fl 

10.85.''..027 

IM9,928 

8,310, R2S 
300,573 
1.038.678 
600.636 
8. 977. 02-1 
1.0I.S.878 
4.504.599 

7.418.013 

Nickel  

Cement  

Otbar  metallk!  prod- 

Stone  

Total  metallic  

Mcmiieialllc: 

Asbestos  and  asbestlc. 
Coal  

Uiscelianeoua  non- 

59.388.(it9 

2.M9,«W 
83.471.801 

77.016.082 

3.513.269 
31.957,757 

Total  Bonmetallfc. 
Oiaad  total  

6i>.47n.4.'i6 
128,  wa,  075 

61.4A7.mS 
13t(,ai3,7M 

Figures  sbowing  the  value  of  the  inin«al  production  by  Provinces  were  pub* 
bed  in  Goiuiebob  RsrORTS  for  Mar.  21.] 


HEW  EIECTBIC  SlfiNAL  L&HP. 

Mr.  E.  G.  Fischer,  Cliief  of  the  Instrument  Section  of  the  Coast 
and  Geodetic  Survey,  Department  of  Commerce,  has  just  completed 
the  design  and  construction  of  a  signal  lamp,  which  will  be  used 
during  the  coming  summer  in  the*mountainous  regions  of  Idaho  and 
()regon  on  primary  tnangulation,  where  the  distance  between  sta- 
tions is  frequently  as  much  as  100  miles.  This  lamp  has  been  tested 
by  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  and  is  shown  to  be  more  than  150  times 
BS  powerful  as  the  acetylene  signal  lamps,  which  have  been  used  for 
a  number  of  years  by  the  Survey.  These  acetylene  Inmps  have  been 
observed  with  the  telescope  over  lines  more  than  120  miles  in  length. 
The  new  lamp  is  an  electric  one,  with  a  specially  designed  filament, 
and  the  power  is  the  ordinary  dry  cell.  While  no  tests  have  been 
made  on  tlie  field  with  the  new  lamp,  it  is  expected  that  ordinary  haze 
or  smoke  will  seldom  prevent  observations. 


MABEET  FOE  GLASS  IN  FABAOXTAT. 

[Consul  Samael  namllton  Wiley,  Asuncion,  Feb.  IT.] 

There  should  be  at  present  a  market  for  American  ^lass  in  Asun- 
cion. That  imported  before  the  war  came  from  Belgium  and  Ger- 
many. Imports  at  present  come  from  Spain  or  are  being  bought  in 
small  lots  from  commission  houses  in  Buenos  Aires.  The  glass  from 
Spain  costs  approximately  $8  per  100  square  feet  f.  o.  b.  Spanish 
ports. 

[A  li.st  of  the  principal  firms  tmporttni;  Rinss  Into  Pnra^ny  can  be  obtttined 
St  the  Bureau  nf  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  offices.  Uefer 
to  file  No.  74107.] 
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BATTAK-VUJtmTUKE  JJUIUtTTJlT  AT  HOHOEOHa. 

[Abstract  from  article  In  Philippine  Cmftsnun,  hj  Leroy  B.  Sawyer.] 

The  raw  material  for  the  Hongkong  furniture  industry  ccnnes  from 
a  variety  of  sources.  The  best  price  is  paid  for  that  from  Sarawak 

and  British  North  Borneo,  but  supplies  from  the  Dutch  Ea^  Indies, 
French  Indo-China,  and  the  eastern  and  northern  parts  of  the  Malaj 
Peninsula  are  also  handled.  Practically  all  of  it  comes  to  Hongkong 
direct  from  Singapore,  being  shipped  to  the  ag^ts  of  dealers  of  the 
latter  place.  When  shipments  arrive  at  Hongkong  the  agents  dis- 
tribute samples  to  the  trade,  and  the  supply  is  auctioned  off.  Several 
species  of  rattan  ^row  in  southern  China,  but  not  in  uufficient  abiui- 
dance  to  be  exploited  commercially.  Very  little  of  (he  Philippine 
product  reaches  the  Hongkong  market.  Since  the  outbreak  of  the 
war  the  prices  of  both  raw  and  prepared  rattan  in  Hongkong  have 
increased  50  to  75  per  cent,  mainly  as  the  result  of  inadequate  ship- 
ping facilities.  The  best  grade  of  cane  is  now  claimed  to  bring  as 
nigh  as  $100  per  long  ton. 
Proeefset  in  Preparing  the  Cane  and  Beed. 

The  sorting,  cleaning,  grading,  and  stripping  is  not  done  for  the 
most  part  in  Hongkong  it^^elf,  but  at  villages  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Canton,  where  labor  is  chea^r.  The  rattan  must  be  thoroughly  dried 
before  treatment.  After  this  is  done  the  processes  used  nuy  be  sum- 
marized as  follows: 

First  the  nodules,  or  bases  of  the  leaf  spathes,  are  pared  off  by 
women  and  girls,  using  knives  fashioned  like  old  files  sharpened  on 
one  long  edge.  Next  the  rattan  is  sorted  for  sizes  and  grades.  Those 
of  certain  aiametei^  are  taken  out  to  be  stripped  for  the  cane  and 
reed.  Large  pieces  suitable  for  framework  are  specially  imported 
in  long  bundles,  undoubled.  The' rattan  is  then  immersed  in  a  vat 
containing  water  and  sand.  Some  of  the  latter  is  picked  up  witii 
a  handfufof  wet  coir  {coconut  husk)>,  and  this,  when  rubbed  vigor- 
ously lengthwise  over  the  surface,  removes  all  foreign  substances  and 
brings  out  the  real  color  of  the  skin.  Finally,  if  the  rattan  is 
stripped,  unless  it  is  intended  to  be  used  whole,  the  cane  removed  is 
bleached.  If  not  stripped,  it  is  bleached  immediately  after  washing. 
This  process  is  carried  out  in  wooden  boxes  rather  taller  than  a  man 
and  about  10  feet  wide,  with  two  tiers  of  doors  across  the  front.  A 
quantity  of  sulphur  is  ignited  in  the  bottom,  and  the  rattan  subjected 
to  the  fumes  for  about  24:  hours.  In  stripping,  the  cane  is  removed 
by  hand  with  a  heavy  clnsp  Icnife.  It  is  gauged  for  thickness  and 
width  by  drawing  it  between  two  vertical  knives  placed  close  to- 
gether. The  reed  may  then  be  split  into  ns  many  strips  as  desired, 
the  latter  being  rounded  by  drawing  through  holes  in  a  slieet  of  iron. 
No  machinery  whatever  is  employed. 

Grading — Hongkong  and  Philippine  Hethods — Karkets. 

Five  or  six  grades  of  the  cane  are  recognized  for  most  purposes. 
The  first  is  of  an  even  straw  color,  and  thoroughly  flexible ;  the  second 
and  third  are  less  i>erfect  in  these  respects,  while  the  others  lack  an 
even  color  and  are  little  used  for  furniture,  though  useful  for  binding 
purposes.  The  classification  of  the  peel  depends  also  on  its  flexibility 
and  the  evenness  of  its  color,  and  on  the  extent  to  which  it  has  been 
cleaned.  The  care  with  which  ihis  grading  is  carried  ^^^J^^*^ 
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important  difference  between  the  handling  of  rattan  in  Hongkong 
and  in  the  Philippines,  and  the  indiscriminate  sorting  in  bundles 
vhich  is  usual  in  the  latter  place  forms  undoubtedly  ah  obstacle  to 
the  development  of  the  industry.  Another  obstacle  appeal's  to  be  the 
nonemployment  of  suitable  methods  of  washing,  and  of  any  bleach- 
ing process;  for  without  these  no  satisfactory  classification  based 
on  the  color — and  this  is  the  most  important  of  all — can  be  made. 

The  best  demand  is  said  to  be  for  furniture  covered  with  the  reed, 
and  next  for  the  sea-grass  product,  while  that  for  the  types  covered 
with  cane  is  rather  small.  The  principal  export  maruets  are  the 
United  States  and  South  Africa,  but  a  great  deal  of  furniture  is  also 
Bold  in  the  China  -coast  cities  and  in  the  various  British  possessions 
in  Asia. 

[Previous  reptorts  on  this  subject  appeare<l  tu  CoMMiixcE  Kepobts  for  Not. 
26,  1913,  and  Mar.  26.  1014:  bat  portions  of  it  will  also  he  of  Iiitei-est  io  am' 
Dection  with  articles  publlslietl  In  the  issues  for  Sept.  4,  1915,  on  ihe  S)iiKiiix*''e 
rattan  ninrlcct;  May  12,  1915,  on  tlie  Honjikons  rattan  market;  and  for  Sept. 
7  and  18,  lOlii,  and  Jan.  i5,  1916,  on  the  rattan  production  of  the  Phlllppint»8; 
and  also  In  connection  with  the  reports  on  the  latter  subject  pul>lisheil  In 
Special  Agent  series  No.  90.  obtninnble  from  the  Superintendent  of  Docuuienta; 
Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.  C,  for  5  cents.] 


HETHEBLANSS  TBADE  IN  POBIIAin)  CEHEKT. 

[Consular  Acent  A.  C.  Nelson,  ScbcTcnlnffeii.  F«b,  IT.] 

The  Dutch  State  and  city  governments,  as  well  as  the  railroad 
companies  and  other  big  concerns,  seldom  purchase  cement  them- 
selves, but  leave  the  buying  to  the  contractors,  subject,  however,  to 
their  approval.  The  Government  has  no  testing  Uiboratories  of  its 
owiij  such  work  being  done  for  it  by  private  concerns.  The  German 
specification  of  1909  is  a  generally  accepted  standard  of  quality  for 
ordinary  construction. 

Cement  is  delivered  almost  exclusively  in  cloth  bags  containing 
50  kilos  (110  pounds)  gross  weight.  The  bag^  are  charged  to  the 
bnyer,  subject  to  full  credit  upon  their  return  to  the  cement  manu- 
facturer. There  is  no  import  duty  on  cement. 

The  cement  trade  of  Holland  is  in  the  bunds  of  a  large  syndiciite 
consisting  of  Dutch,  German,  Belgian,  English,  and  Norwegian 
firms,  but  I  learned  the  other  day  that  a  Dutch  company  is  alwiut 
to  be  formed  with  the  object  of  importing  American  goods  in  general 
and  Portland  cement  in  particular.  [The  name  of  the  chief  pro- 
moter of  this  new  concern  may  be  nad  upon  application  to  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices. 
Eefer  to  file  No.  73994.]  

CONCKETE  EXPANDS  MOST  IN  COID  MONTHS. 

Measurements  have  been  taken  by  tlie  United  States  Bureau  of 
Standards  of  the  change  of  dimension  of  concrete  on  a  test  road  on 
the  bureau  grounds  and  also  on  the  Coleman  du  Pont  Road  at  Mills- 
boro,  Del.  The  results  thus  far  confirm  those  previously  obtained 
by  the  bureau  on  the  New  Village,  N.  J.,  and  Nazareth,  Pa.,  roads — 
that  during  the  winter  and  spring  there  is  an  expansion  of  the  con- 
crete caused  by  increase  of  moisture  content  and  in  the  summer  a 
marked  contraction  caused  by  loss  of  moisture.  This  is  contrary  to 
the  generally  accepted  opinion  that  concittte  expands  most  in  mid- 
summer and  least  m  winter.  ^  i 
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TAFAHEgE  XBASE  VOTEa 

[FrcBs  Gxccrpts  troDBinltted  by  Consal  Gmeral  George  H.  Sddmore,  Tokohumi,  Feb.  6.] 

Demand  for  American  Cotton. 

There  has  been  a  tendency  in  Japan  for  spinning  companies  to 
take  to  the  manufacture  of  yams  of  higher  counts,  even  the  Kishi- 
■wada  Co.,  which  has  hitherto  specialized  in  lower  count  yarns.  This 
has  increased  the  demand  for  American  cotton,  whereas  imports  have 
greatly  decreased  owin^  to  the  scarcity  of  cargo  ^ace  available. 
According  to  the  Asahi  (Osaka),  imports  of  new  Anierican  cotton 
so  far  this  year  amount  to  only  130,000  bales,  approximately,  or 
100,000  bales  less  than  in  the  corresponding  period  of  the  previous 
year.  At  the  end  of  last  year  it  was  estimated  that  stocks  of  Ameri- 
can cotton  held  by  spinning  companies  would  last  them  until  the 
end  of  January,  but  their  consumption  has  been  accelerated  by  the 
increased  manufacture  of  yarns  of  higher  counts,  and  it  is  obvious 
that  their  old  stocks  have  long  since  been  exhausted.  American 
cotton  is  also  being  used  in  the  spinning  of  yarns  for  knitted  goods, 
which  had  hitherto  been  made  frcHn  Chmese  cotton. 

Zzports  of  Shell  Bnttons, 

The  export  of  shell  buttons  from  Japan  to  Europe  and  other 
countries  during  last  year  totaled  8,422,769  gross,  valued  at  3,589,- 
251  yen  ($1,787,000).  Compared  with  the  preceding  year  these 
figures  show  an  increase  in  quantity  of  2,90^,407  gross,  and  in  value 
of  1,062,747  yen  ($529,000.)  This  mcrease  is  due  to  the  continuation 
of  the  war.  The  import  of  shells  to  Japan  from  Southern  Pacific 
countries  during  last  year  amounted  to  ll,393j857  pounds,  valued 
at  1,733,942  yen  ($863,000),  the  figures  showmg  an  increase  of 
3,667,627  kin  (4,890,169  pounds)  of  915,847  yen  ($456,000)  in  value 
as  compared  with  the  preceding  year. 

Increased  Semand  for  Toys. 

The  Yokohama  Boyeki  says  that  Japanese  toy  manufacturers  are 
receiving  numerous  orders  from  En^ilaud,  Australia,  India,  North 
and  South  America,  and  other  countries.  To  India  and  other  places 
in  the  South  Pacific  toys  are  being  shipped  in  large  quantities  and 
are  reported  to  be  commanding  a  good  sale.  Efforts  are  also  being 
made  to  meet  the  demand  for  a  higher-class  toy  in  England  and  else- 
where. Owing,  however,  to  the  steady  rise  in  price  of  materials, 
the  manufacturers  are  experiencing  great  difficulty  in  tiie  filling  of 
new  orders, 

Japanese  Plonr  Exports. 

Again  Japanese  flour  is  going  to  England  and  the  South  Seas, 
because  America  and  Australia  are  not  in  a  position  to  supply  freely 
to  those  parts  this  season. 

If  the  difficulty  presented  by  the  shortage  of  tonnage  be  tided  over, 
the  dearness  of  wheat  in  Australia  and  America  remains  a  check  to 
the  trade. 

A  recent  deal  reported  from  Kobe  will  probably  be  the  first  of  the 
season  with  England  and  the  South  Seas,  the  contract  with  England 
being  for  5,000  sacks,  and  that  with  the  South  Seas  buy^  for  ^,000 
%cks,  both  for  February-March  deliveiy* 
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XacnueA  Prlees  tar  Xatehei, 

Thfe  price  of  matches  has  been  doubled  since  the  beginning  of  the 
■war,  chiefly  owing  to  the  remarliable  appreciation  of  the  tipping 
compositions.  Potassimn  chloride  is  quoted  at  170  yen  ($84.06)  per 
barrel,  ten  times  the  price  charged  before  the  war,  while  amorphous 
phosphorus  has  run  up  in  price  from  9  to  30  yen  ($1.48  to  $14.94). 

There  are  some  900  match  factories  in  the  country,  of  which  80  are 
cdtunted  in  Ilyogo  Prefecture,  30  in  Osaka  Prefecture,  6  in  Tokyo, 
and  the  rest  in  other  provinces.  Tiieir  annual  turnout  is  valued  at 
about  15,000,000  yen  ($7,470,000),  which  is  mostly  covered  by  exports 
to  various  parts  of  the  world.  Tliough  the  market  price  has  run  up, 
the  manufacturers  are  raported  to  be  rea^ping  no  benefits  owing  to  the 
considerable  appreciation  of  the  materials. 


ABHESION  TESTS  FOB  FABRICS  IN  RTTBBER  IKOTTSTRT.  1 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards  has  installed  in  its  rubber- 
testing  laboratory  a  newly  designed  autographic  machine  for  testing 
the  "friction"  or  adhesion  between  the  different  plies  of  canvas 
used  in  rubber  hose,  rubber  belting,  automobile  tires,  etc.  This  ma- 
chine, by  means  of  a  diagram  that  is  made  automatically  during  the 
test,  shows  the  exact  value  of  the  adhesion  between  adjacent  layei-s 
of  fabric  at  all  points.  The  machine  was  designed  and  built  at  the 
Bureau  of  Standards. 

The  bureau  is  experimenting  with  several  rubber  compounds  that 
have  been  made  into  eyeshades  for  use  in  connection  with  the  range 
finders  on  battleships.  Some  of  these  shades  have  been  molded  in  the 
bureau's  experimental  laboratory  and  will  be  tested  in  service  to 
ascertain  the  compound  best  suited  for  such  use. 

An  important  recent  test  was  in  connection  with  fire  hose  pur- 
chased for  use  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Samples  representing 
28,000  feet  of  fire  hose  were  tested  both  physically  and  chemically  to 
determine  if  the  specifications  had  been  complied  with. 


AUEBICAir  C0BS1TME  OFFICERS  OH  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE.  ^ 

The  following  American  consular  officers  arc  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Num. 

Expira- 
tion of 
veuuA. 

Address. 

Bradley,  William  Harrison. . . 
Lawton,  E.  M  

TaEhoVn,  Taiwan  

Teirucliralpa,  Honduras 
Slnmpors,  Straits  Set- 
tlwieats. 

Hallbz,  Nov*  ScotttL . 

Apr.  1 
Apr,  i 

Apr.  25 
Uay  28 

1119  I* 

1978  West  85th  Street.  CleveUnd,  Ohio. 
Century  Club,  7  West  43d  Street,  New 
York  city. 

Bureau  ot  Forelsn  and  Domecitlc  Com- 
merce, Room  409,Citstamb(>use,  New 
York. 

S*i  Soutb  Uain  Street.  Belrldsre,  III. 

*  The  ItlDenrj  of  Connil  Zjawton  la  substantlallr  a*  followi :  duttaaoosa,  Uar.  26  to 
Apr.  1 ;  CUicixuiatl,  Apr.  2  to  IS ;  WasUogton,  Apr,  17  to  26. 
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TI&aiBlA  TOBACCO  POS  HUHaABT. 

[Consul  BoDjAmlQ  P.  ChsM,  Flame,  Hangory,  Feb.  21-1 

Of  the  several  kinds  of  tobacco  used  in  the  Fiume  manufactory,  the 
second  largest  plant  under  the  GoTemment  tobacco  monopoly  of 
Hungary,  only  the  raw  material  received  from  Richmond,  Va^  k 
used  in  the  making  of  the  sto^e  called  "  Virginia." 

The  "  Virginia  is  the  stogie  with  a  piece  of  straw  as  the  mouth- 
piece. In  appearance  it  is  like  the  product  known  as  the  Italian 
stogie  in  the  United  States  and  is  made  up  entirely  while  wet.  It  is 
verv  strong.  Tlie  material  from  Vir^ia  is  first  soaked  in  water, 
and  the  nicotine  thus  extracted  is  distilled,  condensed  to  42  degrees, 
put  into  barrels,  and  sold  to  be  used  chiefly  as  an  insecticide.  The 
wet  tobacco  is  made  into  the  stogie.  Some  girls  are  employed  to  put 
the  broom-corn  straw,  which  extends  through  the  stcgie  to  give  it  a 
draft,  into  the  piece  of  rye  straw  which  acts  as  the  mouth  tube.  This 
straw  tube  is  about  2  inches  long.  Some  women  are  engaged  in 
separating  the  tobacco  leaves,  ouiers  in  removing  the  corn-husk 
string  which  holds  the  bunch  of  leaves  together  by  one  stem,  and 
men  m  cutting  off  the  stem.  Other  women  strip  the  leaves.  The 
leaf  viens  are  taken  out  by  others.  These,  together  with  the  butt  of 
the  plant,  are  sent  elsewhere  to  be  manufactured  into  ^uff. 

f  urohases  of  Toliaeeo  for  finme  Plant. 

Besides  the  tobncco  from  Virginia  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
products  at  the  Kiume  plant,  there  is  tobacco  from  Bosnia,  Herzego- 
vina, Turkey,  and  the  home  product  of  Hungary,  The  Grovemment 
monopoly  controls  the  growing,  manufaeture,  anii  sale  of  these  goods. 
(Cigarettes,  cigars,  and  smoking  tobacco  are  produced  at  the  Fiume 
plant,  which  employs  approximately  1,800  persons,  of  whom  250  are 
men.  There  are  six  large  building  in  the  central  part  of  the  city, 
including  a  lar^  office  and  residential  building.  Practically  all  ox 
the  production  is  by  piecework,  the  average  daily  earnings  of  the 
women  employed  bemo;  between  70  and  80  cents.  As  a  resmt  of  this 
policy  much  work  is  done  by  hand,  although  machines  are  used  for 
miinufactiiring  the  cigarette  envelope,  cutting  the  tobacco,  and  to 
some  extent  for  filling  the  envelopes. 

The  dexterity  of  many  of  the  workers  shows  long  training.  One 
woman,  filling  cigarettes  by  hand,  has  been  employed  at  the  plant 
for  41  yeai-s.  Some  women  are  engaged  in  making  the  boxes;  others 
in  filling  them.  In  filling,  one  woman  weighs  the  tobacco  and  puts 
it  into  the  box  with  a  funnel-shaped  holder;  another  presses  it  in  and 
closes  and  seals  the  box.  In  a  certain  grade  one  womiin  weighs  the 
tobacco,  and  the  second,  taking  a  square  piece  of  paper,  packs  it  and 
seals  it.  In  this  grade  the  packages  are  bunched  and  fastened  in  a 
simplified  press  iii  lots  of  100  ]>ackets.  The  tobacco  is  cut  on  ma- 
chines after  the  order  of  the  ensilage  cutters. 

Kmnerous  Hacblaes  of  Knssian  Kannfaetare. 

The  cigarette  envelope  making  machines,  chiefly  of  Kussisn  manu- 
facture, ave  very  complicated,  making  up  the  envelope  and  tip  from 
separate  ribbons  of  paper  and  turning  out  the  finished  articles  with 
amazing  rapidity.  Some  machines  make  92,000  per  day  of  10  hour^ 
with  a  speed  possibly  of  160,000. 
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On  account  of  the  lack  of  raw  material  the  price  of  the  cigarette 

tobacco  has  recently  been  raised  from  20  to  40  per  cent  and  a  new 
rise  in  prices  has  been  predicted.  Very  little  tobacco  is  found  in  the 
■warehouses.  In  spite  ot  the  war  the  production  has  greatly  increased. 
The  purchase  of  raw  material  and  machinery  and  the  distribution  of 
the  manufactured  product  are  directed  by  the  central  office  at 
Budapest. 

[An  article  on  the  Hungarian  tobacco  monopoly  was  publMietl  In  Coumebce 
Befobts  for  Sept.  25, 1915.1 


BEDTJCEI)  EXPORT  OF  AWEBICAN  FIOTTE  TO  CHOSEF. 

[American  Ambassador  Qeorge  W.  Outbrle,  Toledo,  Japan,  Feb.  4.] 

A  report  from  Consul  General  Ransford  S.  Miller,  at  Seoul,  with 
which  is  combined  a  memorandum  from  Vice  G>nsul  Raymond  S, 
Curtice,  shows  a  large  reduction  in  shipments  of  flour  from  the 
United  States  to  Chosen  during  1915,  accompanied  by  a  large  in- 
crease of  shipments  of' flour  from  China  and  Japan.  The  amount 
shipped  by  the  United  States  decreased  in  value  from  $583,788  in 
1914,  to  $84,824  in  1915.  The  quantity  Japan  shipped  mcreased  in 
value  from  $851  in  1914  to  $106,160  in  1915;  the  quantity  China 
shipped  from  a  value  of  $2,754  in  1914  to  $111,483  in  1915. 

The  vice  consul  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  foreign  foodstuffs 
are  imported  into  Chosen,  to  a  large  extent,  only  in  case  of  small 
crops  of  native  cereals,  or  in  case  of  a  brisk  demand  in  Japan  for 
Korean  rice.  There  has  been,  in  fact,  during  1915,  a  lessening  of  the 
total  importation  of  flour  into  Chosen  from  whatever  source. 

The  decrease  in  the  importation  of  wheat  and  wheat  flour  into 
Japan  proper  is  much  greater  than  in  Chosen,  although  in  the  case 
of  wheat  there  was  a  great  increase  in  1915  in  the  amount  imported 
from  China  and  Kwangtung  Province.  This  increase  was  at  the 
expense  of  imports  from  the  United  States  and  Australia. 
Hanohnrian  Crop  an  Important  Factor. 

An  important  factor  that  enters  into  the  question  of  the  competi- 
tion between  American  and  Manchurian  flour  is  the  size  of  the  Man- 
churian  wheat  crop  available  for  the  Manchurian  mills.  It  is  stated, 
says  the  vice  consul,  that  this  croji  is  only  now  beginning  to  assume 
such  a  size  as  enables  the  flour  mills  to  put  any  largo  quantities  of 
their  product  on  any  market.  That  Chosen  was  selected  as  the  most 
availaole  market  seems  only  natural,  when  the  conditions  in  Man- 
churia are  considered.  In  tliat  Province,  as  well  as  in  (Chosen,  the 
Mitsui  Bu.ssan  Kaisha  handles  practicallv  all  of  the  imports  of 
American  flour,  which  are  considerable.  The  Amcrioim  brands  have 
been  on  the  market  for  some  years,  and  their  "chops''  have  gained  a 
strong  foothold  among  the  natives  through  the  diligent  activity  of 
the  firm.  The  popularity  of  the  "  chop  "  precludes  the  sudden  and 
successful  introduction  to  the  market  of  new  brands  of  standard  sup- 
plies. Realizing  this  condition,  the  Mitsui  firm  naturally  turned  the 
output  of  the  Manchurian  mills  into  the  next  most  available  terri- 
tory— Chosen — where  they  already  had  control  of  the  market  for 
flour  as  in  Manchuria,  and  where  certain  other  factors  operate  to  the 
advantage  of  this  product  as  against  the  American.  It  has  already 
been  pomted  out  that  the  year  1915  presented  the  first  opportunity 
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for  the  Mahchuiiah  flour  to  compete  with  a  comparative  scarcity  of 
American  flour,  which  is  finding  at  present  a  more  lucrative  market 

cleewhere. 

Beport  of  Dnly-Pree  Export  of  Flonr. 

An  article  in  the  Japan  Weeldy  Chronicle  of  January  13,  1916, 
entitled  "  Duty-free  export  of  flour  from  China,"  is  referred  to  by 
the  consul  general  at  Seoul  as  having  a  probable  effect  upon  the  mar- 
ket for  American  flour  in  Chosen  should  the  report  prove  to  be  well 
founded.  It  says  that  the  duty  on  Chinese  flour  exported  via  the 
Manchuria-Korean  frontier  has  been  removed. 

The  Mnnchurian  product  also  has  the  advantage  of  direct  railway 
communication  from  the  mills  to  the  market  and  has  already  had  the 
benefit  of  a  reduction  of  one-third  of  the  export  duty  from  Man- 
churia under  the  agreement  of  May  29, 1913,  governing  trade  across 
tlie  Chosen-Manchuria  frontier. 

The  changes  that  have  taken  place  in  the  Chosen  flour  trade  of  the 
past  few  years  are  shown  in  the  table  of  such  imports  from  various 
countries  from  1911  to  1915  inclusive,  the  figures  for  1916  covering 
11  months  up  to  December  1.   They  are  in  value: 


Countrin. 

int 

1912 

1913 

19U 

1915(11 
mcnUiB). 

n.oi; 

1,376 
QU 

1149 

lis 

1648 

t814 

"•^ 

2,782 
«I»,I13 
432 

si(n,i«D 

111,481 

31»,S46 

873 

976.G53 
1,446 

84.834 
3.S77 

Total  

323,827 

657,746  1  080, 300 

616,  DM 

300.  lU 

Proportion  of  Floor  In  Shipments  from  United  States. 

The  proportion  of  the  tgtal  imports  from  the  United  States  held 
by  flour  during  the  same  periods  covered  in  the  preceding  figures  is 
sLown  in  the  following  table : 


Year. 

port-f  from 
Unlt«d 

SUtM. 

Flourtm- 
Dort<  from 
Unit«d 
8uttt. 

IWBL 

S2, 121,0% 
3,217,026 
3,901,112 
3, 01, 272 
1,809,989 

S319,&10 
656,436 
976, K'2 
«0=),113 
M,8M 

15 

» 
20 

In  addition  to  the  reasons  for  the  decrease  in  the  consumption 
of  flour  enumerated  in  this  report,  T  may  mention  the  fact  that  owing 
to  the  fall  in  the  price  of  rice,  which  is  the  staple  product  in  Chosen 
as  well  as  in  Japan  proper,  the  population  is  obliged  to  substitute 
cheaper  cereals  for  wheat.  The  rise  in  the  price  of  American  wheat 
flour  in  Japan  proper  is  even  more  marked  than  in  Chosen. 


nv 


Coffee  amounting  to  727,001,088  pounds,  valued  at  $62.431,991, was 
1  voiced  lit  the  American  consulate  at  Santos,  Brazil,  for  the  United 
^ates  during  1915,  compared  with  565,682^51  pounds,  valued  at 
2,984,849  for  1914.  ^  , 
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CAHADIAH  WEAUHG  COXFAVY  TO  EZtEBS  OPEEATZONS. 

[Consol  B.  B.  Mosher.  Victoria,  British  ColnmhlR,  Har.  18;  see  also  Couubrci  Reports 
for  May  22  and  July  14,  ldl5.] 

The  Victoria  Whaling  Co.  (Ltd.),  which  is  a  reorganization  of 
the  Canadian  North  Pacific  Fislieries  (Ltd.))  the  only  whaling  in- 
dustiy  in  Briti^  Colombia,  whose  main  ofHces  ai-e  in  Victoria,  an- 
nounces its  intention  of  extending  its  operations  for  the  coming 
season.  During  1915  only  two  stations  were  operated  and  tliese  only 
for  a  part  of  the  season,  due  to  the  fact  tliat  the  reorganization  of  the 
company  was  completed  too  late.  These  were  the  stations  at  Kyuquot 
and  Naden  Harbor,  where  220  whales  were  secured,  as  compared 
with  486  whales  for  the  season  of  1914. 

The  returns  of  the  short  season  were  so  satisfactory  that  t!ie  com- 
pany has  decided  to  operate  the  additional  station  of  Rose  Harbor, 
on  Queen  Charlotte  Islands,  British  Columbia.  Already  prepara- 
tions are  being  made  for  the  inauguration  of  the  1910  whaling. 
Within  the  next  few  days  the  steam  wlialers  which  have  been  tied  up 
for  the  winter  will  be  put  in  shape  for  a  hard  season's  work  off  the 
coasts  of  British  Columbia.  The  fleet  will  consist  of  the  Williarn 
Grant  J  White,  Blue,  Black,  Brown,  and  Green,  and  it  is  probable 
that  the  whaler  Orion,  which  was  recently  fitted  out  as  a  fishing 
vessel,  will  again  go  out  this  season.  The  whalers  Sebastian  and 
Germania  have  been  sold  by  the  company. 

The  whalers  will  start  leaving  this  port  about  the  middle  of  April, 
and  by  May  1  all  vessels  will  be  at  the  stations  assigned  to  them  in 
readiness  for  active  operations.  The  supply  steamer  Gray,  after 
making  a  trip  to  California  with  fertilizer  and  other  cargo,  is  ex- 
pected oack  the  latter  part  of  April,  when  this  vessel  will  at  once  load 
supplies  for  the  whaling  stations. 


aUEBEC  SEEKS  SOUBGE,  OF  SUPPLY  FOB  BBT  PLATES. 

IGebfaard  Wlllrlch,  Quebec,  Canada,  Mar.  16.] 

Quebec  dealers  obtain  their  supplies  of  photographic  dry  plates 
from  Toronto,  the  terms  usually  being  f.  o.  b.  that  city,  although  in 
some  instances  c.  i.  f .  Quebec  prices  have  been  quoted.  Wooden  boxes 
are  used  for  packing,  as  tin-lmed  receptacles  are  considered  unneces- 
sary in  this  climate.  In  communicating  with  dealers  of  French  de- 
scent it  is  advisable  to  use  the  French  language. 

Practically  all  importations  of  dry  plates  from  Europe  haveceased^ 
offering  an  opportunity  to  introduce  American  goods  into  this  dis- 
trict. AH  shipments  to  Canada  should  be  accompanied  by  three  cer- 
tified invoices  which  are  required  by  the  consignee  in  order  to  make 
entry  at  the  Canadian  customhouse.  The  Canadian  import  duty  on 
photographic  dry  plates  is  30  per  cent  ad  valorem,  to  which  hasbeen 
added  a  war  tax  of  per  cent  ad  valorem.  Imports  of  this  kind 
from  Great  Britain  are  subject  to  a  20  per  cent  ad  valorem  duty, 
plus  a  war  tax  of  5  per  cent  under  the  preferential  tariff  to  which 
no  other  country  is  entitled. 

[A  list  of  dealers  In  photographic  materials  at  Quebec,  Canada,  may  be 
talned  from  tbe  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domeitlc  Conunerce  or  its  district  of- 
fices. Befer  to  file  No.  73765.] 
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'  BABE  EABnnros  Ts  AmrnuLZA. 

/'  [Commercial  Attneb«  Wlltlam  C.  Downs.  Melboarne.  3m,  26.1 

The  combined  returns  for  1915  of  the  22  banks  (ezclu^ve  of  tho 
Commonwealth  Bank  of  Australia)  conducting  an  international 

banking  business  in  Australia  and  New  Zealand  reflect  ^reat  credit 
upon  the  stability  and  able  management  of  these  institutions  during 
a  period  of  trade  dislocation  due  to  war  conditions  and  of,  perhaps, 
the  most  severe  drought  in  local  history.  The  effects  of  the  latter 
cause — which  not  only  wiped  out  the  exportable  surplus  of  wheat, 
^rain,  fodder,  and  butter,  but  also  compelled  heavy  importations  of 
these  commodities  and  limited  the  expoils  of  meat  and  meat  products 
to  the  requirements  of  the  British  Government — are  shown  in  tho 
trade  returns  of  the  last  three  fiscal  years  (ending  June  30). 


Iteina. 

1914 

1«U 

1333,100,000 
3*>8, 127,  Un 

Sm,  533,000 

aiu.ttii.ooo 

307.147.000 

25,037,000 

3t.27S.an 

U,C01,000 

Not  only  was  there  a  falling  off  in  total  transactions  of  $185,-144.000, 
but  a  favorable  balance  of  $18,001,000  was  changed  to  an  unfavorable 
balance  of  $24,275,000.  When  it  is  considered  that  practically  the 
entire  trade  of  Australasia  is  financed  by  these  associated  banks 
through  their  London  comiections,  it  is  to  be  expected  that  there 
would  be  a  considerable  reduction  in  their  earnings  resulting  from 
operations  in  foi-eign  exchange. 

f  ublle  Works  Financed  by  Vote  Xisnes, 

On  the  other  hand,  while  the  effects  of  the  drought  have  been  felt 
in  a  diminished  foreign  trade  and  sluggish  conditions  in  the  country 
districts,  business  in  the  cities  and  towns  has  been  stimulated  by 
Government  expenditure  on  public  works,  largely  financed  by  the 
issue  of  Australian  notes,  which  have  been  readily  alsorbed  by  the 
Iianks  and  the  proceeds  reloaned  by  the  Commonwealth  government 
to  the  respective  State  governments  in  exchange  for  State  securities. 
An  idea  of  the  extent  of  these  transactions  may  be  gained  from  the 
following  table  showing  the  particulars  of  the  Australian  notes 
account  on  June  30, 1914  and  1915: 


Items. 

JuiiG  30, 1911. 

Iime30,I9U. 

$M.IW2,flOO 

79,ono 
2, 41:;.  000 

si»,oo7.on 
297.nn 

49,173.000 

im. 252,000 

30,113,000 
38. 609.000 
501.000 

5^684.  on 

to.ns.ora 

«e.  173,000 

IGO.^O00 

The  in\'estments  "  appearing  in  the  foregoing  table  cover:  Com- 
monwealth inscribed  stock  and  treasury  bilfi,  $i7J84SfiOO  ($14,9aV 
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000  in  1914) ;  State  government  securities — New  South  Wales 
$24,893,000  ($3,892,000  m  1914),  Victoria  $16,186,000  ($3,814,000  in 
1914),  South  Australia  $7,865,000  (nil  in  1914),  Western  Australia 
$12,854  000  ($2,870,000  in  1914),  Tasmania  $5,075,000  ($2,238,000  in 
1914) ;  fixed  deposits,  banks,  $978,000  ($730,000  in  1914).  From  these 
figures  it  will  be  seen  that  the  amount  loaned  the  States  for  public 
works  from  the  Australian  note  issues  was  $12,814,000  for  1914  nnd 
$66,873,000  for  1915.  In  addition  to  this  amount  secured  .from  the 
Commonwealth  government  the  States  borrowed  in  London  during 
X914r-15  an  aggregate  of  $115,979,000,  of  which  some  $91,112,000  was 
for  the  redemption  of  previous  loans,  the  remaining  $24,867,000  being 
for  public  works. 

Ket  Profits — Balance  Sfaeet  of  Commonwealth  Bank. 

This  stimulated  activity  of  nearly  $100,000,000  in  public  works 
counterbalanced  to  a  certain  extent  the  shrinkage  in  foreign  trade 
and  prevented  the  accentuation  of  unemployment.  This  is  without 
taking  into  consideration  the  amounts  expended  by  the  Common- 
wealth government  in  such  works  as  the  Trancontinental  Railway, 
the  munition  works,  and  cloth  factories,  and  the  borrowings  by 
municipalities  and  private  companies.  Still  another  factor  operating 
to  reduce  net  banking  profits  is  the  increased  taxation,  especially  the 
Federal  income  tax,  nut  the  effect  of  this  is  more  likely  to  be  shown 
in  the  returns  for  next  year  than  in  those  of  the  year  under  review. 
As  it  is,  the  total  net  profits  for  1915  were  $14,762,000  as  compared 
with  $15,896,000  for  the  previous  year,  representing,  respectively, 
13.6  per  cent  and  15.3  j)er  cent  on  the  paid-up  capital,  or  8  per  cent 
and  9  per  cent  on  the  paid-up  capital  and  reserve  funds.  A  somewhat 
more  liberal  dividend  policy  was  adopted,  $10,386,000  having  been 
paid  in  1915,  as  against  $9,728,000  in  1914. 

As  stated,  the  operations  of  the  Commonwealth  Bank  of  Australia 
are  not  included  in  the  foregoing  figures:  Its  balance  sheet  for  the 
calendar  year  1915  shows  assets  on  December  31  valued  at  $89,871,000 
and  liabilities  of  $89,484,000,  against  assets  $45,616,000  and  liabili- 
ties of  $46,526,000  on  December  31,  1914;  and  further  indicates  that 
during  the  12  months  a  deficit  of  $880,000  was  converted  into  a  sur- 
plus of  $887,000— in  other  words,  that  a  net  profit  of  $1,267,000  was 
earned. 


District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreigpi  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Kew  York,  Itoom  409  United  States  Cnstomhonse;  Boston,  elghteentb  floor 
ITnited  States  Castomhoase;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St.  Louis,  402  Third 
ITational  Bank  Baildlng;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1020 
Hlbemia  Bank  Building;  San  Francisco,  303  United  States  CQstomhonse;  Seattle, 
822  Alaska  Building.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com* 
merce;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Ginoianatl,  Htv  Orleans  A  Texas 
Pacific  By.  Co.,  Cincinnati;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Detroit,  Board 
of  Commerce;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Bouth  American  Agent; 
Sonthem  Ry.  Co.,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 


The  "  Effect  of  Imperfect  Dielectrics  in  the  Field  of  a  Eadiotele- 
|n*aphic  Antenna  "  is  the  title  of  Scientific  Paper  No.  269,  recently 
issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  copies  of  which  can  be  secured 
gratis  upon  application  to  the  Bureau  at  Washington. 
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'POBEIOK  TBADE  OFPOBTUJUTlJfiaf. 

Reaerrcd  fiddreasoB  mav  be  oMnfned  from  tbe  Bvreaa  and  itm  dlntrlet  •fltoes.  Bnpwit 
for  each  opportanlty  aboald  be  on  a  aeparate  sheet  and  tbe  flle  ■■Mbcp  giTca. 

Qenoral  mcrclinn^isc.  No.  20602. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  Burenn  reports 
that  a  Qrm  Id  nnssin  has  opene'I  a  bran<^  oMce  in  New  Tork  City  for  the 
purpose  of  cstabllshinK  rommwdal  relations  with  AnKrlcan  manufacturerg. 
Ko  particular  line  Is  eitecifleU.   Referenoe  is  given. 

Carpet*,  etc..  No.  2000S. — A  man  In  India  writes  ttmt  he  desires  to  commniil- 
cate  with  American  Importers  of  Indian  carpets,  Persian  cloth,  etc. 

Machinery,  No.  20Q04. — A  man  In  the  United  States  writes  that  he  has  an  Id> 
qulry  from  a  firm  In  BelKlnm  which  desires  to  be  placed  In  touch  with 
American  manufacturers  of  machinery  for  pressing  oils. 

PIoiM  and  heating  furnace*.  No.  20605. — ^A  man  In  Siberia  writes  that  he  de- 
stres  to  tte  placed  In  touch  with  Ani^can  manufacturers  of  plows  and 
henting  furnaces.  Catalogues,  quotations  f.  o.  b.  Vladlvostock,  and  full 
Information  should  be  sent.   Corrospondence  may  be  In  English. 

Po*t  card*.  No.  20G06. — An  American  consular  oQlcer  In  ludia  reports  that  a 
flrni  In  hi.s  district  denires  to  eHtablfsb  commerclfll  relntlous  with  American 
manufacturers  and  exi)orters  of  picture  iHist  cards.  It  Is  stated  (hat  the 
flnu  usually  purchases  lu  lots  of  100,000  and  sells  over  a  niillioD  ix>st  cards 
aimually.  The  firm  hns  n  variety  of  about  100  colored  and  203  plain  views. 
Quotations  and  Information  as  to  time  required  for  dellTer7  after  receiving 
prints,  are  desired  immediately. 

Cotton  goodn,  toilet  articlcn.  etc..  No.  20W7. — A  man  In  the  Caucasus  writes 
that  he  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  hosiery,  gloves,  and 
knitted  wear  fur  womou;  scissors,  shears,  razors,  knives,  kitchen  utensil^ 
I  etc.:  liens,  i)eiiclls.  and  other  writing  materials;  agricultural  implements; 
toilet  articles,  such  as  cold  cream,  vaseline,  a-ilves.  and  soaps;  kid.  box-calt 
and  r>arent-(lulHh  leather;  purses;  hand  bags;  pocketbooks;  valises;  sboe 
polish,  aud  shoes  for  women. 

Slate*  and  icory.  No.  2060S. — A  commercial  agent  of  the  bureau  reports  that  a 
flrtu  in  Chile  desires  to  estalilish  couimerclul  relations  with  American  uiDnu- 
facturers  of  slates  for  schools,  and  American  importers  of  ivory  ft>r  billiard 
balls. 

Oak  starex.  No.  20000. — A  flrA  In  New  Zealand  writes  that  It  Is  In  tbe  market 
for  fi.OOO  white  oak  staves*  40  inches  long  by  5  to  0  Inches  wide,  and  li  Inches 
thick,  provided  they  run  e\'en  In  spllttiug.  Quotations  are  desired  t.  o.  b. 
New  York  with  estimate  of  freight  to  destluatiou.  It  is  stated  that  orders 
will  be  accompanied  by  letter  of  credit  on  New  York. 

Undertrear,  No.  20610.— The  commercial  attach^  of  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce In  London  transmits  an  inquiry  from  a  man  in  that  country  who  de- 
sires to  represent,  on  a  commission  basis.  Amwican  manufacturers  of  undw- 
weir  for  women  and  children.  Quotations  should  he  made  &  i.  1  destina- 
tion, liicliidhig  war  risk  Insurance,  In  English  currency.  Samples  sent  may 
be  charged^  subject  to  usual  sample  rebate  of  30  per  cent.  Reference  la 
given. 

QlaSHicarc,  sled,  hardicarc,  machinery,  etc..  No.  20011. — A  commercial  agent  of 
the  bureau  reiinrtH  that  a  man  In  the  United  States  who  Is  contemplating 
a  business  trl|>  to  the  Far  Ejist.  esjiecially  China,  desires  to  secure  the-r^ire- 
seutatlon  of  American  manufacturers  of  glassware,  steel,  hardware,  machm- 
ery.  fruit,  wines,  etc. 

TUHffstcn,  rauadintn,  molj/bdcnum,  etc..  No.  20C12, — An  American  consular  offi- 
cer In  Chile  reports  that  n  nmn  In  hfs  district  desires  to  conimunlcnte  with 
American  importers  of  tungsten,  magesluni.  Imllne,  rnnndium,  and  nmlyb- 
denmn.   Cori-espondpnce  nmy  Iw  In  Eugli.sh,  but  Is  preferred  in  Simnish. 

Cotton  thread,  Ni>.  20013. — An  Anuricnn  consular  otilcer  In  Honduras  reports 
a  p«»»sible  market  for  white  anil  Ithtek  cotton  thread.  C  coni,  numl>ers  MK 
TiO.  an<I  GO,  packetl  In  packets  of  12  hohhlns  of  100  ynnls  each.  6  imckeUi  of 
12  Itobbins  each  being  packeil  In  a  larger  bundle,  100  gnvm  to  n  bale.  The 
bales  siioulU  be  tin  lined  and  bound  witli  burlap.  Correspcmdence  may  be 
in  English. 

WA8HixeT0x :  Bomiwntx  PitKiiJie  twrics :  iw 

Digitized  by ' 


Google 


COMMERCE  REPORTS 

MJLT  CONSULAR  AND  TRWB' REPORTS 
ISSUED  DAILY  BY  THE  BUREAU  OF  FOREtOH  AND  DOHESTK:  (XnUlBRCB 
DEPARTMENT  OF  COUUERCB 
F»Mtohrth«S«p«riBtMdMtciiDocmi«itt,W«ihtiiiWM>,D.C.,«t|2JOp«ryMt 

No.  74      Washington,  D.  C,  Wednesday,  March  29  1916 

CONTENTS. 

Page.  Page. 

Changes  in  Netherlands  embargo  Ust . .  <         1233  Vora  Cmz  commisslfai  to  regulate  prices  1238 

Exemption  of  paper  polp  from  Spmisb  trans-  Noies  from  Venezuela   1239 

port  tax   1233  Weekly  cotton  statement   1239 

8«^lce  between  New  Orleans  and  Porto  BIco  1233  Foreign  oommerce  of  the  Netherlands   1240 

Bndeet  estlmaiea  ol  Ottoman  Empire  1234  Compression  test  tor  keel  block  1245 

Coaoitlon  of  the  Cuban  tobacco  crop   1234  Foreign  commerce  statistics  of  Unignay   1245 

Nuremberg-Fuertb'a  coal  imports  in  1915        1235  Uarkct  (or  locks  In  Bohemia   1245 

Bausi:^  not  nnade  extensively  in  Honduraa . .  12*15  Winnipeg  news  Hems   1240 

Exports  from  Japan  to  United  States   1236  Besults  of  confidential  circular   1246 

Ilniied  States  fruit  popular  in  Canada   1236  Egypt's  trade  In  January   1247 

Official  numbers  and  signal  letters  awarded..  1236  American  consular  officers  on  leave  of  absence  1247 

To  develop  British  Columbia  industrial  city..  1237  Australians  to  buy  goods  In  United  States —  1247 

CSmiters  issaed  new  Canadian  companies  1237  FoifligD  trade  (^portiinities   1248 

Properties  o(  iniw  and  otharnickel  steels  1237 

CHANGES  IN  NBTHERIANDS  EUBABGO  LIST. 

[Telegram  from  American  Consul  General,  Rotterdam,  Mar.  25.] 

Additional  articles  under  embargo  in  the  Netherlands  are  tlie  fol- 
lowing: Spurry  seed,  carbons,  duck,  barium  oxide  and  superoxide, 
magnesium,  aluminum,  silicate,  crude,  all  derivatives  of  xylol,  tin  foil 
and  bottle  caps,  fusel  oil,  amyl  alcohol,  coffee  in  every  form,  willow 
and  poplar  wood,  cork,  sulphur,  hemp  of  every  description  and  arti- 
cles made  therefrom. 

The  embargo  has  been  raised  on  the  following  articles:  Oxalic 

acid,  round  spinach  seed,  carrot,  onion,  and  leek  seed. 

[As  the  wording  of  the  above  telegram  Is  not  entirely  clear,  corrections  will  he 
published  If  necessary  upon  receipt  of  a  full  report  by  mall.] 


EXEHFTION  OF  PAPER  PULP  FBOU  SPANISH  TSANSPOET  TAX. 

[Cablegram  from  American  consul  general,  Barcelona,  Mar.  25.] 

Spanish  royal  orders  of  March  23,  1916,  provide  that  wood  pulp 
and  logs  for  the  manufacture  of  paper  shall  be  exempt  until  further 
notice  from  transport  tax,  amounting  in  the  case  of  such  products 
imported  from  countiies  of  the  Western  Hemisphere  to  7  pesetas  per 
metric  ton  ($0,061  per  100  pounds).  An  export  duty  of  18  pesetas 
per  100  kilos  ($1.58  per  100  pounds)  is  levied  on  endle^  paper  weigh- 
ing from  41  to  60  jgrams  per  square  meter  and  containing  mechanical 
pulp.  [The  Spanish  Government  has  recently  adopted  flie  policy  of 
discouraging  the  exportation  of  articles  of  necessity  by  imposing 
export  duties  thereon  rather  than  by  placing  them  imder  embargo.] 

SEEVICE  BETWEEN  NEW  ORLEANS  AND  PORTO  RICO. 

[Commercial  Agent  E.  E.  JoM.  Mew  Orleaat,  Har.  24.] 

The  New  York  &  Porto  Rican  Steamship  Co.  announces  in  a 
letter  imder  date  of  March  22  to  local  shippers  the  suspension  during 
the  month  of  April  of  its  service  between  New  Orleans  and  Porto 
Bican  ports.  It  is  reported  that  the  company  can  not  announce  at 
present  any  future  sailings. 
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BUDGET  ESTHCATES  OF  OIZOKAH  EHFISE. 

[Bued  on  dlpplos  transmitted  by  Ambassador  Henry  Horsentban,  Constantinople,  Tntey.] 

The  budget  of  the  Ottoman  Empire  for  the  Turkish  fiscal  year 
1332  (March,  1916-March,  1917)  has  recently  been  submitted  to  the 
Ottoman  Parliament.  It  reveals  an  ordinary  expenditure  of  3,681,- 
712,554  piasters  ($161,995,352  U.  S.  gold)  and  an  ordinary  revenue 
of  2,296,168,848  piasters  ($101,031,429),  leaving  a  deficit  of  1,385,- 
543,706  piasters  ($60,963,923)  against  a  deficit  of  882410,749  piasters 
($381,812,873)  in  the  preceding  fiscal  twelvemonth.  The  deficit  is  doe 
partiy  to  increases  in  expenditures  and  partly  to  decreases  in  reve- 
nue. The  falling  off  in  revenue  is  attributed  to  commercial  stagna- 
tion and  exchange  difficulties,  and  it  is  estimated  that  it  will  amount 
to  387,447,960  piasters  ($17,047,700). 

The  largest  item  of  expenditure  is  the  appropriation  for  the  serv- 
ice of  the  public  debt,  which  alone  represents  43  per  cent  of  the  to- 
tal estimated  outlay.  The  explanation  accompanying  the  budget  in- 
dicates that  the  Empire  has  negotiated  loans  from  the  German  and 
Austrian  Governments  totaling  £T.14,500,000  ($63,800,000).  Paper 
currency  totaling  £T.5,500,000  has  been  placed  in  circulation  to  be 
repaid  in  gold  six  months  after  the  signing  of  peace,  and  a  further 
issue  will  be  placed  in  circulation  to  be  redeemed  one  year  after 
signing  peace.  The  Ottoman  Bank  has  been  authorized  to  increase 
the  number  of  its  bank  notes  in  circulation.  At  the  banning  of 
the  war  this  bank  had  in  circulation  notes  totaling  £T.4,000,000 
($17,600,000)  and  up  to  the  time  of  presenting  the  budget  an  addi- 
tional £T.1,600,000  ($7,040,000)  had  been  put  m  circulation. 

For  the  civil  and  religious  administrations  21  per  cent  of  the  gm* 
eral  expenditures  has  been  allotted."  The  ordinary  expenditure  fw 
military  establishments  constitutes  28  per  cent  of  the  budget  This 
corresponds  to  the  ordinary  annual  appropriations  under  this  head- 
ing and  is  in  no  way  related  to  the  extraordinary  credits  and  expendi- 
tures caused  by  the  state  of  war. 


COHBITION  OF  THE  CUBAN  TOBACCO  CROP. 

[Conaul  R.  M.  Bartlemui,  Clenfiiegos,  Uar.  20.] 

An  American  tobacco  planter  of  this  vicinity  who  has  just  returned 
from  an  extended  trip  through  the  tobacco  zone  of  the  Province  of 
Santa  Clara  reports  exceedingly  dry  weather  since  November  in  the 

Manicaragua  district,  where  the  current  crop  is  estimated  at  30  per 
cent  that  of  normal  years.  A  50  per  cent  yield  is  expected  in  the 
district  that  embraces  Boca  del  Toro,  Gener,  Minas  Ricas,  Minaa 
Bajas,  Bagad,  Tomento,  etc.,  which  has  had  no  rain  since  October; 
and  in  the  Cabaijuan  and  Sancti  Spiritus  district,  the  largest  tobacco- 
growing  center  in  Cuba,  only  half  a  crop  is  looked  for.  Tlie  body  of 
tlie  tobacco  will  be  heavy,  requiring  a  longer  time  in  which  to  cure. 


An  outline  of  the  laws  of  Colombia  concerning  the  protest  of 
drafts  has  been  prepared  by  Vice  Consul  Tx-onard  Blake  Modica  st 
Cartagena,  and  may  be  inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices.   Refer  to  file  No.  73900. 
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mmEHBEBO-FUEATH'S  COAL  IUF0ET8  IK  1915. 

[ConsDl  Charles  6.  Wlnans.  Norembers,  Gemianr,  Uar.  8.] 

The  recently  published  statistics  of  the  Koyal  Hailroad  Adminis- 
tration at  Nuremberg  show  the  quantities  (in  metric  tons  of  2,204.6 
pounds)  of  the  various  grades  of  coal  imported  by  rail  during  the 
year  1915  into  Nuremberg  and  the  contiguous  Bavarian  city  of 
Fuerth.  The  former  aty  received  410,529  tons  of  hard  coal,  coke, 
and  hard-coal  briquets  and  102,370  tons  of  brown  coal  and  brown- 
coal  briquets.  Of  these  quantities  4,709  tons  of  hard  coal  and  1,246 
tons  of  brown  coal  were  reshipped,  leaving  405,820  tons  of  the 
former  and  101,124  tons  of  the  latter  for  local  use.  Compared  with 
the  year  1914  the  importation  of  hard  coal  increased  by  13,782  tons 
and  that  of  brown  coal  by  1,934^  tons. 

The  statistics  further  show  that  this  coal  came  chiefly  from  the 
following  sources :  Hard  coal,  coke,  and  hard-coal  briquets — Rhine- 
land- Westphalia,  186,975  tons;  Saar  district,  75,917  tons;  Kingdom 
of  Saxony,  74,548  tons;  Austria-Hungary,  31,129  tons;  Silesia,  26,604 
tons;  Bavaria,  6,911  tons;-  other  German  coal  regions,  5,342  tons. 
Brown  coal  and  brown-coal  briquets — Austria-Hungary,  55.523 
tons;  Province  of  Saxony,  24,639  tons;  Rhineland-Westphalia,  9,748 
tons;  Bavaria,  8,837  tons;  Kingdom  of  Saxony,  3,428  tons;  Silesia, 
195  tons.  Beshipment  was  almost  wholly  limited  to  Bavaria. 
Pnel  Consnmptlon  of  Fnerth. 

The  importation  by  rail  into  the  city  of  Fuerth  of  hard  coal,  coke, 
and  hard-coal  briquets  was  50,927  tons,  and  of  brown  coal  and  brown- 
coal  briquets  20,834  tons.  Of  these  quantities  there  were  reshipped 
to  various  neighboring  localities .  043  tons  of  the  former  and  973 
tons  of  the  latter,  leading  for  local  use  50,284  and  19,861  tons,  re- 
spectively. This  coal  came  mainly  from  the  following  sources: 
Hard  coal,  coke,  and  hard-coal  briquets — Rhineland-Westphalia, 
23,327  tons;  Kingdom  of  Saxony,  13,162  tons;  Austria-Hungary, 
5,465  tons;  Silesia,  1,494  tons;  Bavaria,  1,362  tons;  other  German  coal 
regions,  5,389  tons.  Brown  coal  and  brown-coal  briquets — Austria- 
Hungary,  18,320  tons;  Rhineland-Westphalia,  1,133  tons;  Province 
of  Saxony,  1,041  tons;  other  German  districts,  340  tons. 

It  is  therefore  evident  that  the  bulk  of  the  hard  coal  and  its 
products  used  in  Nuremberg  and  vicinity  was  imported  from  the 
important  Rhenish  WestphaTian  district,  where  the  industry  is  con- 
trolled by  the  Rheinisch-Westfalisches  Kohlensyndikat,  and  that 
most  of  the  brown  coal  and  its  products  came  from  Au^ria-Hungary. 


a&Ua&GE  HOT  HABE  EZTEHSIVELT  IN  EOHDTTBAS. 

[CoDBol  Francis  J.  Dyer,  Celbft,  Ifar.  16.] 

As  an  article  of  commerce,  sausa^  is  almost  unknown  on  the  north 
coast  of  Honduras.  There  is  a  native  sausage  known  as  chorizo,  put 
up  in  casings  and  highly  seasoned,  which  is  found  on  sale  in  the 
markets  and  is  made  by  the  butchers  as  well  as  b^  families.  There 
is  no  industry,  however,  such  as  the  large  dealers  in  sausage  casings 
look  for.  At  present  the  population  is  not  sufficiently  centralized  to 
make  such  a  business  profitable,  but  it  might  be  worked  up  as  nn  ad- 
junct of  a  meat  business. 
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SXFOKTS  FBOK  JAFAV  TO  VBITED  STATES. 

According  to  invoices  certified  at  the  American  consulates  in 
Japan,  excluding  those  at  Taiwan  and  Dairen,  the  exports  to  the 
United  States  during  1915  were  valued  at  $108,193,688,  compared 
with  $104,086,640  for  the  preceding  year.  Those  to  the  Philippine 
Islands  were  vahied  at  $4,411,410  against  $3,700,882,  and  to  Hawaii, 
$3,700,104  against  $2,549,922.  The  principal  increase  was  in  copper 
ingots  and  slabs,  the  shipments  amounting  to  $3,147,339  for  1915 
compared  with  $1,140,918  for  1914.  Other  items  such  as  maize, 
millet,  rice,  tea,  beans,  and  peas  show  marked  increases. 

The  following  table  shows  some  of  the  principal  articles  invoiced 
for  the  United  States  during  the  past  two  years: 


Articles. 


1914 


1915 


ArtldM. 


1914 


ins 


Bamboo,  and  nunubo- 

turcs  of  

B«ins  uid  peu  

Braids:  Hemp,  chip,  and 

straw  

Brushes  and  feather 

dosters  

CbDpbor  and  camphor 

oil  

Copper:  InitDtB  and  slabs. 

Cotton  manuiactares  

Bats,  bomnts,  etc  

indigo  pute  

Ualu  

UkUand  mttlngs  


1583,  saa 

386,074 

1,586,  eis 

776,179 

3SS,404 
1,140,018 
l,Cti3,365 
1,333,0Q» 


413,530 
l,lO7,a07 


<M8,iaa 

»,SB0,765 

637.  KS 

455,243 
8,117,330 
1,897,650 
9»t,590 
300,388 
886,621 
SB5,U4 


Menthol  crystal  

UUIet  , 

Oil,  vegetable  , 

Pa^,  and  manofocturcs 

Peanuts  

Phmts  and  bolbs  

Porcelain  and  aacthn- 

ware  

Rice  

SUk,  raw  and  waste  

811k  mannbotorM  

Tea  

Tots.  


S3S2,312 
U3,3a8 

840,594 

871.761 
304,371 

1,249,510 
649,167 
66.309,510 
4,115,049 
*,445,U0 
GH,388 


t«7,m 

m,m 

men 
>M,m 

2I»,1« 

1. 017. 711 
1.18S.SM 
CS.OM.OU 

5,  M9,S7 

6,  aU,7M 
5?  568 


XFNITED  STATES  FBITIT  FOFUIAS  IN  CAITASA. 

[Consul  Felix  S.  S.  Johnaon,  Kingston,  Ontario,  Mar.  17.1 

By  special  order  none  but  California  oranges  were  served  on  the 
dining  cars  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railroad  on  March  18,  in  order  that 
the  quality  of  oranges  grown  in  California  might  be  brouglit  to  the 
attention  of  the  public.  Large  quantities  of  Taci0c  coast  oranges 
are  imported  into  the  Kingston  district,  and  eadi  year  the  amount 
increases. 

A  local  dealer  recently  made  a  first  importation  of  Florida  fniit 
and,  if  this  is  successful,  will  continue  to  order  shipments. 

Importations  of  vegetables  are  made  largely  through  commission 
houses  at  Toronto.  It  is  possible  that  a  good  business  might  be 
dereloped  by  means  of  direct  sales  to  merchants  in  Kingston.  Sweet 
potatoes  of  hardly  more  than  second  quality  are  retailed  on  the  local 
market  at  seven  cents  a  pound.  The  tariff  on  sweet  potatoes  is  10 
cents  a  bushel  (60  pounds)  plus  the  war  tax  of  7^  per  cent  ad  valorem, 
'nie  express  rate  rrcm  New  York  Cit^  to  Kingston  is  $1.75  jper  100 
pounds.  It  is  thought  that  early  fruits  and  vegetables  of  all  kinds 
will  find  a  market  at  Kingston. 

OmCIAL  HUMBERS  AND  SIOHAL  I£TT£BS  AWABOED. 

The  official  number  213,931  and  the  signal  letters  LFTM  have  been 

awarded  the  steam  screw  vessel  Arhorean  by  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Navigation.  This  is  a  Baltimore  vessel,  built  at  Sparrows 
Point,  Md.,  in  1916,  and  is  of  5,825  gross  and  3,662  net  tonnage. 
Signal  letters  LFTH  have  been  awarded  the  steamship  htroumOf 
LFTN  to  the  Owego,  and  LITTK  to  the  ToUec^  formerly  the  steam- 
ship M^aJdo  Newcomer. 
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TO  SEVELO?  BBinSH  COLUMBIA  IHDUSTRIAL  CITT. 

[Consul  General  R.  E.  MoDSfleld,  Vancouver.  Mar.  13.] 

Another  industrial  city  will  soon  come  into  existence  in  British 
Columbia.  A  company  capitalized  at  $9,500,000,  of  which  $2,000,000 
is  in  6  per  cent  preferred  shares  and  $7,5O0,0CK)  in  common  stock, 
with  a  bond  issne  of  $3,000,000,  was  organized  recently  to  acquire 
property  at  Ocean  Falls,  which  includes  a  modem  pulp  mill,  sawmill, 
power  plant,  large  tracts  of  pxilp-wood  and  saw-timber  land,  and  a 
town  site. 

It  is  stated  that  the  pulp  plant  and  sawmill  will  be  put  in  operation 
at  once,  and  that  a  paper  mill  is  to  be  built.  The  proposed  industrial 
city,  similar  to  those  at  Powell  River  and  Anyox,  is  to  be  established 
on  the  northern  coast  of  the  Province. 

A  large  force  of  men  is  already  employed  in  preparation  for  the 
construction  work,  and  several  hundred  more  will  be  employed  in  the 
woods,  cutting  timber  and  preparing  material  for  the  mills,  as  soon 
as  the  weather  permits.  About  800  men  6.re  to  be  employed  at  Ocean 
Falls,  when  the  various  industrial  plants  are  in  operation — 500  in  the 
mUls,  and  300  in  the  woods.  The  company  will  build  houses  for  the 
employees  and  their  families,  and  ample  provision  will  be  made  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  several  thousand  persons  who  will  reside  at 
Ocean  Falls  on  account  of  their  connection  with  the  company. 


GHABTEBS  ISSUED  NEW  CAHADIAH  COMPANIES. 

[Consul  General  Jobn  G.  Foster,  Ottawa.] 

During  the  calendar  year  1915,  2,176  new  companies  secured 
Dominion  or  provincial  charters,  with  a  total  authorized  capital  of 
$201,247,320.  The  following  table  shows  the  division  of  the  new 
companies  by  Provinces  in  which  the  companies  have  their  head 
offices: 


Provinoe. 


Qnebeo  

Uanftoba  

Ontario  

BritMi  Columbia  

Hew  Bnmswlck  

Prince  Edward  Island 


Number 
of  com- 
panies. 


469 
167 

680 
201 
57 
37 


Aggregato 
capital. 


163,221,200 
18,011.000 
129. 1)02. 0(XI 
27.i«,000 
2,.12a.lflO 
1,583,300 


rroTince. 


Alberta  

Saskatchowoa 
Nora  Scotia .. 

Total... 


Number 
of  com- 
panies. 


313 

300 

a 


3,176 


A|sr<>gal« 
capitaL 


128,111,700 
15,J52.370 
106, <00 


391,217,320 


FB0FEETIE8  OF  INTAE  AND  OTHER  KICKEL  STEELS. 

The  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards  proposes  to  issue  a  series 
of  circulars  of  information  on  the  properties  of  tlie  more  interest- 
ing or  technically  important  metals  and  alloys.  The  first  of  the 
series,  describing  the  properties  of  the  nonexpansible  allo^  invar 
and  other  nickel  steels,  has  just  been  published.  The  magnetic,  elec- 
trical, thermal,  and  mechanical  properties  are  given  wi<£  numerous 
illustrations,  together  with  statements  concerning  microstructnre, 
constitution^  applications,  and  sources  of  supply. 

The  publication  is  Circular  No.  58,  entitled  "Invar  and  Related 
Nickel  Steels,"  and  copies  will  be  sent  free  to  interested  persons  upon 
application  to  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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TEEA  CBUZ  COHMISaiOK  TO  BEGHl&TE  HtlGES. 

[Consul  William  W.  Canado,  Mar.  2.] 

A  decree  issued  by  Gen.  H.  Jara,  governor  of  the  State  of  Yen, 
Cruz,  which  has  been  published  in  the  daily  newspaper  El  Dictamen, 
creates  a  commission  for  the  regulation  oi  trade  and  especially  the 
jirices  of  articles  of  prime  and  secondary  necessity. 

The  decree  defines  articles  of  prime  ncce^ity  as  foodstuffs  of  all 
kinds,  provisions  and  commodities  used  for  alimentary  purp>oses, 
whether  in  their  raw  state  or  manufactured  in  any  form,  such  as 
table  oil,  sesame,  rice,  chick  peas,  fowls,  sugar,  coffee,  cocoa  beans, 
cinnamon,  cloves,  cumin  seed,  charcoal  and  other  fuel,  fresh  and 
dried  meats,  dried  and  green  chilis,  chocolate,  fodder,  beans,  fre^ 
and  dried  fruits,  cattle  of  all  kinds,  com  meal  and  wheat  flour,  e^s, 
pulse  beans,  fresh  vegetables,  firewood,  yeast,  com,  lard,  butter, 
fi-esh  fish  and  shell  fish,  dried  or  canned,  brown  sugar,  potatoes,  salt, 
bran,  tea,  wheat,  vinegar,  all  kinds  of  containing  packages,  raw  ma^ 
terials,  manufacturing  elements  and  chemical  substances  used  in  the 
industries,  drugs,  and  similar  articles. 

Articles  of  secondary  nece^ity  are  clothing  and  articles  for  per- 
sonal use,  according  to  the  station  in  life  of  each  person,  that  are  not 
objects  of  luxury. 

lines  of  AetlTlty  for  CommltBlon  Pointed  Ont 

Among  the  provisions  of  the  decree  are: 

The  CoinmiRslon  for  the  Regulation  of  Trade  wIH  undertake  the  necessarr 
1  lives  tiKatloiis,  so  ns  to  know  at  anj  moment — 

( 1 )  The  stiK-k  of  articles  of  prime  and  secondary  necessity  there  maj  be  In 
the  State,  whotlier  at  the  sources  of  production,  stfwed  in  the  towns  and  dtle^ 
or  in  any  other  shape  whatever. 

(2)  The  moans  of  transportation  arallable  In  the  State,  whether  tor  tbe 
purpose  of  importation  or  exportation  of  the  merchandise^  or  to  transport  It 
from  one  point  to  another  within  the  State. 

(3)  The  different  marketa  and  centers  ot  consumption  and  the  reqairanenta 
of  each. 

The  commission  is  authorized  to  issue  regulations  and  decisicws 
affecting  agriculture,  merchants,  and  perscms  subject  to  the  pr^ 
visions  of  the  decree.  It  is  authorizea  to  fix  the  maximum  limits 
of  profits  that  may  be  earned,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  exera- 
tive;  to  sec  that  the  legal-tender  currency  in  circulation  fulfills  its 
proper  functions,  avoiding  speculation  caused  by  the  fluctuatiooi 
of  the  rate  of  exchange  of  foreign  money,  and  to  maintain  the  dis- 
tinction between  national  and  foreign  merchandise. 
Methods  by  Which  Provisions  are  to  be  Carried  Out 

In  carrying  out  these  provisions,  it  will  have  the  right  to  inspect 
the  books  and  other  documents  relating  to  the  business  transactions 
of  merchants,  to  make  personal  inspections  of  stocks  in  the  fields, 
stores,  and  warehouses,  to  prohibit  any  mercantile  transactions  when 
the  general  good  may  best  be  served,  bating  its  reasons  to  the  St»te 
executive,  and  to  attend  to  tronspoi-tation  needs  when  necessary. 

To  insure  compliance  with  these  provisions  the  commission  is 
authorized  to  impose  fines  from  5  to  500  pesos,  order  arrest  for  three 
days  to  one  montli,  suspend  the  right  to  carry  on  trade,  confiscate 
merchandise,  to  be  returned  later  in  Kind,  or  make  definite  expropria- 
tion  of  merchandise  with  the  obligation  to  indemnify  the  owner. 

(A  copy  of  the  full  decree  in  Spanish  mny  he  Insix'cted  at  the  Burenu  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  ofiQces.  Uefer  to  file  No.  74152.] 
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VOTES  FBOK  TEHEZU£IA. 

[Consul  Homer  Brett,  La  Gaalra.  Mar.  4.] 

ttnenmtni  Contracts  for  Spanlsli  Coal. 

A  contract  has  been  signed  between  the  Venezuelan  Government 
and  the  electric  light  company  of  Barcelona  for  the  purchase  of 
coal  from  the  Naricual  mines,  which  are  situated  6  miles  from  that 
city.  The  maximum  price  is  put  at  24  bolivars  ($4.63)  per  metric 
ton  (2^04  pounds)  and  the  minimum  at  22  bolivars  ($4.25)  on 
board  cars  in  Barcelona.  The  Naricual  coal  is  said  by  the  managers 
of  various  British  railways,  harbor  works,  etc.,  to  have  too  great  a 
sulphur  content  for  their  needs,  but  it  is  used  by  all  Venezuelan 
naval  and  merchant  vessels  and  its  consumption  in  the  city  of  Caracas 
is  increasing. 

Xagaeslte  and  Asphalt  Mines — Ooreirnment  to  Work  Salt  Hlnes. 

An  engineer  who  has  just  arrived  to  take  charge  of  the  Magnesite 
Mining  &  Development  Co.'s  works  at  Porlamar,  Island  of  Mar- 
garita, states  that  he  has  orders  to  expand  production  as  much  as 
possible,  the  ccmpany  having  a  ready  market  for  any  quantity  that 
can  be  delivered. 

Sr.  Guillermo  Pimentel  Troconis  has  been  granted  a  lease  on  a 
nuning  claim  near  Puerto  Cabello  for  the  production  of  asphalt, 
petroleum,  etc.  Shipments  of  asphalt  from  Cristobal  Colon  are 
greatly  cramped  by  the  liigh  ocean  freights  now  prevailing.  Before 
the  war  one  steamer  weekly  was  dispatdied,  while  only  one  a  month 
is  going  forward  at  present. 

The  contract  under  which  the  Cia.  de  Navegacion  Fluvial  y  Cos- 
tanera  operated  the  salt  mines  of  the  Republic  having  expired,  the 
Government  has  declined  to  make  a  new  one,  but  has  decided  to  oper- 
ate the  mines  itself. 

Iron  Mines— Opening  for  American  Capital. 

Gen.  Jos^  Vicente  Gomez,  of  Caracas,  has  been  granted  an  exten- 
sion of  two  yeai-s  in  whjch  to  begin  the  exploitation  of  two  iron-ore 
claims  in  the  Orinoco  Delta. 

Several  persons  desirinj;  to  sell  or  develop  mineral  lands  have  sent 
to  this  consulate  samples  of  copi)er  ore  and  of  mica  and  descriptions 
of  magnesitc-bearing  lands.  Their  names  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce,  or  its  district  offices 
[by  nsking  for  file  Xo.  74088]. 


WEEKLY  COTTON  STATEMENT. 


The  cotton  exported  during  the  week  ending  March  26,  1916,  at 
the  12  principal  customs  districts  of  the  United  States  was  as  follows: 


Districu 

Bale;,  i 

3,097  ■ 
2,4S8 
23.119 

ni-lricW. 

Bales. 

Districts. 

Bales. 

Georgia  

1,100 

Massachusetts  

14.00 

VIrKlnia  

Total  

N«w  York  

13,721 

80,734 
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FOREIOV  C03OCEBCE  OF  THE  JIE'X'HKRT.A'WDS. 

[Commercial  Attacb^  Rrwln  W.  TbompsoD,  The  Hague,  Feb.  12.] 

Preliminary  statistics  of  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  Netberlaods 
have  been  issued  for  1915.  These  comprise,  however,  only  the 
weights  and  not  tlie  values  of  the  articles  imported  and  exported, 
and,  too,  the  list  is  not  complete.  From  the  official  list,  as  published, 
the  tables  in  this  review  have  been  compiled,  principally  with  a  \iew 
to  presenting  comparisons  between  war  periods  and  non-war  perioda. 

The  first  table  shows,  in  metric  tons  of  2,204.0  pounds,  the  imports 
and  exports  of  the  lending  articles  during  the  first  seven  months,  oc 
non-war  period,  of  1914  and  the  fii-st  seven  months,  or  war  period, 
of  1915 ;  luso  during  the  complete  years  1913  (a  normal  twelvmionth), 
1914  (part  war),  and  1915  (all  war) : 

IMPORTS. 


Articles. 


Foodatafla.  

Barter  

Corn  

Oats  

RW  

Rye  

Rye  flour.  

Whoit  

Wheat  flour  

Cecso  

Copra  

Cw«e  

Hor^rtai...  

Safkr.  

Ifetab  

Copper  

Iron  

Leed  

SpHter  

Bfeel  

Tin  

Llneed  

Linseed  oU  

Rspeseed  

Chile  saltpeter  

Hides  

QubUoe  ..................... - 

Peannts  

Fetroleum  

lATd  

Tobarco  

Falm  oil  

Total,  ibOVe  Items.  

Coal  

Total,  principal  Imports 


First  seven  montbs. 


in4 


Tom. 
3,8eS,533 


444,83ir 
453,926 
314,749 
333,916 
310.829 
D9.9I3 
1,105,531 
112,651 
36,671 
63,305 
75,973 
21,039 
21S,451 


54,609 
741,626 

34,isa 

35.14S 
159,  IMS 
14,468 


391,996 

2R9 
16,495 

6,767 
40,799 

4,503 
72,663 
24t,R28 
13,372 
77,606 
11,526 


13,08)1,494 


18,676,  SSI 


im 


Torn. 
2,099,496 


W,403 

62.^66S 
30,251 
54,639 
19,300 
651 

747.210 

ira.sw 

157,057 
144.740 

10, 5.10 
23,937 


421.119 


1,0(6 
306.030 
4,823 
2,106 
IS,  TOO 
2, 114 


3!M,379 
29,509 
6,179 


9,915 
3,107 
37,155 
110,501 
15,910 
71,092 
11,562 


S,100,3M 
5,ft42,46T 


S,  742,691 


Wbolftyear. 


I«3 


T,52o,S3S 


0r>R.2)t2 
l,093,t«l 
^.233 
415.973 
64tf^397 
1:^1,103 
3,801.1(3 
230,  fvn 
47,570 
100,635 
140,990 
48,603 
27!(,367 


1,642,2R5 


94,243 
1,190,450 
3:1.613 

2M.9?.S 
2,124 


286,035 
551 
47,909 
8,765 
76,624 
9,050 
82,073 
441,391 
35,K46 
127,  7Ht 
27,915 


10,307,965 
30, 166, 2?0 


30,774,1»4 


1914 


Tom. 
4,f«.S,423 


498,533 
718,031 
349,763 
361,176 
370, 774 

63,607 
1,781,203 
167.925 

63,218 
110,311 
133.129 

35,695 


1,14.5, 093 


69,136 
933,203 

39,242 

39.734 
1W.87R 

16.909 


361,740 
3,324 
22,176 
6,765 
63,766 
6,943 
76.347 
360,289 
30,336 
99,700 
19,015 


7,070,911 
16,315, 166 


23,386,077 


ins 


3,3S4.»53 


6(^801 
123,083 
U,1M 
CT4 
l,1t3.«9» 
3n^3N 
43,873 


3<7U 


680,180 


S,Ui 

631,758 
3,133 

33.  US 


340,361 
31,  Ul 
1S,M< 


15,  m 
4<n> 

185,  MS 
29,413 

101,238 
16,8» 


4,»31,00R 
9,831,573 


EXPORTS. 


Toodstnfb.... 

Bsder.... 

Com  

Oats  

Rfoe  

Rye  , 

Rye  flour. 


3,916,564 

1,340,368 

5,703,983 

3,000,673 

3,2IH,M 

310,831 
151,748 
267,408 
165,021 
107,603 
66,131 

11,674 
80,140 

as3 

43,771 
346 
156 

777,460 
398,263 
612,586 
334,484 
383,307 
lll,«3ft 

333,731 
179,683 
230,313 
237,838 
304.718 
66,  4U 

12,147 
WO.«I 
M 
78,«N 

Cm 

IH 
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EXPO  RTS-Contlnaed. 


AltlclM. 


First  seven  months. 


1U4 


1915 


WhoI«  year. 


1913 


191$ 


Toodstofb— ContlniMd. 

Wheat  

Wheat  llour  

Batter  

Chccsa  

fc:::::::::::::::::: 

Heats  

Potato  flour  

Peanut  oil  

Cacao  

Copra  

Coffee  

Hargarin  

Metals  

Copper  

Inn  

Lead  

Spelter  

BieeliDKt^  

Tin  

Unaeed  

Unseed  oil  

PUmoU  

Faamits  

Rapeoeed  

Chile  Mdtpoter  

Hides  

Quinliie.   .......  .  . 

Lara  

Tobacco  

Total,  aborattems. ... . . 

Gflsl  

Tttal,  prine^Ml  export* 


1,290,  no 

16,4.10 
23,538 

17,474 
70,173 
48, £00 
86,771 
6,228 
M,777 
41,177 
60,170 
41,917 


Tmu. 

381,S3!t 
130,823 
35,4.<<4 
£3,694 
23,214 
77,371 
72,112 
83,KS7 
9.or.2 
28.276 
101,  aS4 
12S.n93 
82,990 


2,37il,SIS 
33.373 
37.5>-3 
64.7S 

^^,^M 

1911.009 
77.421 

149. S03 
ll.r>2a 
30.7M2 

9!i.»n 

96,. ''01 


TbM. 
1,407,913 
3.1.  r39 
38,523 
69,710 
22.178 

148.618 
07, 6M 

lj0.9i>9 
11.107 
♦.'i,735 
77,130 

116,143 

100,707 


TMt. 
634,219 
138,126 
42,722 
91,419 
32,900 
330, 12S 
124,414 
129,683 
13,758 
44,878 
106,845 
180,473 
143,103 


731,513 


144,668 


1,107,454 


812, CZ3 


303,089 


61,571 
513,688 
16,511 
39,947 
89,324 
10,571 


911 
125,400 
639 
ll,?83 
1,200 
4,809 


76,541 
799.902 

31,814 

77.  m 
113,257 

18,7S7 


57,949 
67(1,246 
20.078 
52.498 
91,397 
14,455 


953 
171,976 
823 
30,376 
3,235 
5,807 


98,104 
18,919 

4,634 
32,682 

4,639 

6,454 
36,174 

4.1»4 
1S,396 
55.618 


2.191 
S3,-^7 
1,713 
7,426 
167 
45 
4,719 
2,554 
4,892 
73,  OH 


8n,3.''.9 
25,4-iS 

6.6.17 
34,(^3 
19.243 

7,354 
62, 194 

6, 159 
31,834 
98,020 


G9.373 
40,550 

5,364 
33.  W7 

5,778 

6,619 
48,216 

6,393 
33.187 
91,288 


3,795 
87,533 
1,799 
7,413 
370 
45 
9,844 
4,ffil 
6,983 
118,158 


3,875,620 
3,197,562 


1,066,983 
1,550,734 


7,188,736 
12,381,561 


4,737.579 
8,998,544 


2,047,576 
2,573,347 


13,073,182 


3,216,717 


19,570,287 


13,736,123 


6,230,923 


Taking  as  a  group  the  principal  grains,  together  with  other  im- 
portant foodstuffs,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  imports  during  the  first 
seven  months  of  1914.  including  goods  in  transit,  totaled  3,808,532 
metric  tons,  while  in  the  like  period  of  1915  they  aggregated  2,099,- 
496  tons.  This  indicates  that  smaller  quantities  of  foodstuffs  were 
imported  into  the  Netherlands  during  the  war  than  before.  The 
same  is  true  with  regard  to  the  exports  of  this  group. 

Zmyorts  and  Exports  of  Feeding  Staffs. 

It  is  not  safe  to  base  conclusions  about  the  consumption  of  im- 
ported feeding  stuffs  in  the  Netherlands  upon  the  statistics  of  any 
one  grain,  because  during  abnormal  times  conditions  (such  as  prices 
and  the  availability  of  any  given  article)  change.  It  would  seem 
proper  to  consider  these  principal  items  as  groups,  and  therefore  a 
table  is  giren  showing  the  trade  in  rye,  barley,  corn,  and  oats : 


Articles. 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

warn  SETCH  HOMTHS. 

ToTit. 

1,  fir).  367 

3l'l.«I3 
361.37(5 
131 
4£),044 

Ton*. 

l,6ir5,(W2 

2*.  m 

,".;i'J,(':4 
411>,G1!) 

ToJix. 
1.^;J!..142 
33  I,  iiV) 
4-l4.,S,3S 
■•.'3,1^6 
3N,74U 

Tons. 

73').r.l9 
l'',300 
65, 403 

62.\oe5 
2.),  251 
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ArtkdM. 


ran  flXTSH  icoNTus— conUntwd. 

Total  experts  

Rye  

Barley  

Com  

Oats  

Excess  of  imports  

Bye  , 

Barley  , 

Cora  , 

Oats  

LAST  riTB  MONTHS. 

Total  Imports  

Rye  , 

Barley  

Corn  , 

Oats  

Total  exports  

Ryp  , 

Barley  

-Cora  

Oata  , 

Excess  or  Imports  

Kye  , 

Barley  , 

Com  , 

Oata  

VHOIE  TEAB. 

Total  imports  

Bye  , 

Barley  

Com  , 

Oats  

Total  exports  

Rye  

Barley  

Com  

Oats  , 

Excess  ollmporla  , 

Rye  

Barley.  

Con  

Oats  


UU 


Tim$. 
1,043,770 
177,(50 
3H,157 
218,063 
3S3.410 


U«,S97 
139,363 

67.219 
S80,4S1 

09.634 


1,752,927 
236,109 
464,970 
614,453 
437,095 


1, 136.735 
117,209 
383,247 
363,400 
»2,n9 


626,203 
119,140 

SI,  723 
350,963 

74,376 


1,353,294 
653,222 
826,346 

1,113,587 
860,139 


2,170,495 
2W,819 
6T7,4<M 
482,143 
716,139 


1,182,709 
353,403 
148,943 
831,444 
144,010 


19U 


1,140,233 
106,083 
837,400 
226,463 

370,337 


470,430 
89,157 
35,449 

305,691 
40,232 


1,723,000 
383, 157 

£61.  ft  .7 
202,603 


680,772 
185.724 
440,060 
m,789 
133.109 


792,223 
177,433 
155,373 
390,018 
60,404 


3,333,662 
649,  SOT 
0e«i,2R2 

1,0I)3.K61 
622  222 


2,071,n05 
3^.707 

777,  *ao 

3gR,2.U 
613,586 


1,282,657 
266,590 
190,822 
605, «0O 
109,636 


U14 


TOMM. 

936,574 

197,603 
810,821 
151,748 
257,  «1S 


617,769 
133,226 
125,017 
302,178 
57,347 


390,743 
39,  W5 
53,684 

2G2,105 
35,014 


59,770 
7,116 
12.910 
27,035 
11,810 


330,978 
32.R30 
46,774 

234,170 
23.204 


1,935,090 
370,774 
498,523 
716,031 
549,763 


986,344 
304,718 
332,731 
179, OKS 
269,212 


948,746 
106,  OKI 
1«S,791 
636,348 
80,551 


Taking  the  years  as  a  whole,  the  foregoing  table  sbows  the  aver- 
age excess  of  imports  during  the  non-war  years  of  1912  and  1913  to 
have  been  1,222,728  tons,  against  an  excess  for  the  war  year  1915  of 
1,197,159  tons;  hence  the  net  imports  of  these  feeding  stuffs  into 
the  Netherlands  during  1915  were  less  instead  of  greater  than  in 
normal  years. 

Trade  In  "  Faekiar-Hovse  Prodnots." 

It  is  usual  in  newspaper  discussions  to  class  under  one  head  as 
"packing-house  products"  all  kinds  of  meats,  lai-d,  tallow  and 
grease,  and  tallow  oil  or  oleo  oil  (sometimes  called  "oleomar^iin" 
foreign  statistics),  and  the  items  have  been  so  grouped  in  the 

Wwing  table : 
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Period. 


Oleoand 
sltnUar  alb. 


Tallow  and 
greass. 


Lwd. 


Heat. 


HBST  SEVBK  HOHTHa. 

Imports: 

1912  

1913  

1914  

ISIS  

Exports: 

1912  

1913  

1914  

1915  

Bxc«ss  of  Imports: 

1913  

1913  

M»  

U15-  

LiST  nrS  MOKTE3. 

iDUKirts: 

1912..  

1913  

IBM  

UU  

Exports: 

1912  

1913  

»U  

ms  

Excess  of  imports: 

1912  , 

1913  , 

1911  , 

UlS  , 

THoix  nu. 

InuMTts: 

im  

1918  

1914  

1915  

Exports: 

1912  ..... 

19J3  

1BI4  

1915  

Excess  of  im  porta: 

1912  

1913  

^4  

1915  


Ton*. 

21,5C1 
21,. Wl 
I9,S43 
ltt,y83 


Ton*. 

40.2t3 
Z7,S42 


Totu. 
2.'),  837 
22,330 
13,372 
15,910 


17,471 
14,9.^3 
14,070 
3,3M 


33,074 
41,  m 
Sr.,fi77 
19,407 


20,.V?2 
14,!M2 
4,173 


4,0!W 
6,(i08 
6,173 
15,r.29 


5,920 
15,  Wl 
3,iVin 

8.ir.i 


«,3S8 
1,82S 
•  1,570 
11,737 


33,071 

23,15fi 
U,324 
l-t,M5 


11,059 
9,W1 
4,870 
055 


11,013 
13.355 
9,448 
13,900 


43,fi33 
44,717 
34,107 
31,fi28 


38,  S» 
34,754 
19,646 
4,0OQ 


15, 102 
19.9n3 
U,C21 
39,610 


41,828 
37,1R3 
21,043 
lfi,07S 


18,300 
13, 51« 

0,9^4 
13,508 


2B,S02 
27,S15 
18,  ISO 
6,  MS 


13,073 
10, -W2 
0, 713 
10, 4.10 


18,034 
9,338 
3,007 

10,4G0 


4,630 
2,934 
231 
3,078 


80,830 
04,117 

61,33(i 
44,030 


44,  m 

35,  MO 
20,336 
29.418 


81,876 
60,278 
6G,0«3 
35,085 


30,221 
21,  OM 
21,685 
14,603 


18,044 
24,839 
6,273 
18,936 


13,925 
14,753 
4  1.349 
14,315 


TVOM. 

6,SS4 
6,418 
3,Ug 
8,313 


27,158 
3!l.  s:o 
48,500 
72,113 


a  SO, 004 
0  33. 453 
0  45,341 
•  63,900 


6, 180 
4,003 
18,206 


33,355 
37,551 
49,156 
52,303 


■  32,371 

•  46.152 

•  31,038 


13,330 
11,698 
7, 103 
36,4TS 


60,611 
77,431 
97^065 
124,414 


•  4&,3R4 

•  65,^23 

•  90,493 

•  07, 934 


«  Excess  of  exports. 

The  Kingdom  is  a  large  producer  of  meat,  but  official  statistics  do 
not  clearly  separate  the  exports  of  domestic  products  from  the  foreign, 
hence  it  is  difficult  to  draw  proper  conclusions  from  the  published 
documents. 

Xft^rln  Maanfacture  as  Important  Industry. 

The  manufacture  of  margarin,  or  artificial  butter,  is  one  of  the 
important  industries  of  the  Netherlands,  and  one  that  calls  for  large 
importations  of  the  raw  materials  that  enter  into  its  composition. 
Margarin  is  made  here  by  churning  with  milk  cottonseed  oil  as  a  soft 
ingredient,  and  certain  harder  ingi-edients — oleo  oil,  neutral  lard, 
oc^ra  oil,  hardened  cottonseed  oil,  or  a  mixture  of  any  or  all  of  these. 
The  trade  in  two  of  these  ingredients  (cottonseed  oil  and  ct^ra)  and 
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the  ejcports  of  margarin  during  the  last  four  years  are  shown  in  &e 
following  table: 


Artlcleaand  eoantries. 


ins 

1914 

1915 

Tont. 
47,315 
40, 421 

i.m 

4,013 
32,473 
34,842 

Tom. 
40,131 
31,431 

3,  b92 

4,  fa08 
18,2fc2 
21,849 

Tont. 

22,no 

10, 275 
9,736 
2,709 
11,217 
11,563 

Ton*. 
62,142 
20,321 
30,613 
1,300 
16,350 
35,793 

31,368 
31,953 
403 
1,943 

39,GS0 
30,260 

6;o 

2,614 

41,917 
37,906 
1,116 

2,806 

83,9go 

53,313 
19,892 
10,786 

51,300 
38,873 
27,654 
8,271 
2  {H8 
12,  «7 

47,657 
43,652 
87,663 
2,661 

3  158 
3,975 

63,865 
41,177 
36,000 
3,140 

1,963 
31,6!<8 

157,  (H7 
10L;(»4 
100,853 
81 
147 
U.V73 

14,635 
2S 

3,363 
11,339 
10,390 

4,345 

13,060 
5,023 
5,739 
2,389 
7,«W 
5,656 

16,S57 
5,524 
11,015 

288 
3,121 
13,736 

38.37S 
25,36S 

2,984 
2« 

2,130 
26,218 

36,155 
34,226 
2,502 
9,337 

33,167 
39,458' 
427 
2,283 

38,361 
34,390 
513 
3,362 

56,101 
51,663 
1,377 
3,059 

80,910 
30,477 
83,2S8 
4,094 
2  005 
11,463 

52,178 
38,674 
31,508 
2,769 
1  397 
14,301 

47,44ft 

35, 953 
34,218 
207 
I  529 

11,403 

83.23] 
5,»1 
5,760 

47,  <» 

61,950 
40,449 
6,249 
15,252 
32,  m 
29,087 

53,191 
39,453 
9,631 
7,107 

25,6S6 
27,505 

39,667 
15,799 
30,781 

3,087 
11,368 
25,299 

1  -  ■  f 

80,520 
45,689 

31.  m 

1,23.^ 
1^,430 
63,010 

00,513 

OOt  1  la 

3,054 
1,2« 

n,747 

vOf 1 lo 

1,103 
*,9M 

80,221 

1,659 
6,167 

130,091 

31,2» 
13,845 

103,230 
78,350 

qp,H2 

12,365 
5,013 
31,880 

100,635 
82,356 
72,371 
5,430 
4,555 
18|27« 

110,311 
77,130 
70,287 
5,347 
3,496 
33,181 

210,288 
106,815 
106, 6U 
8S 
147 
103.443 

FIRST  SEVEN  lIONTHfl. 

CottODMod  oil: 

Total  imports....  , 

From  United  States  , 

From  Unltad  Kinzdom  

From  otbor  coimtrlos  

Total  exports  

Exce^  of  imports  

Total  exports  

To  Unitea  Kli^om...-.  

To  nermsDy  

To  otlier  countries  

Copra: 

Total  imp<nrt3  

Total  exports  

ToCierraany  

To  Belgiuni  

To  other  counMca  

Excess  of  imports  

LUT  nvx  MomHa. 

Cottonseed  (A: 

Total  Imports  

From  United  States  

From  United  Kinffdom  

From  other  countries  

Total  exports  

Excess  in  Imports  

Uamurin: 

Total  experts  

To  United  Kingdom  

ToGennany  

To  other  countries  

Cmrs: 

Total  imports  

Total  exports  

To  Germany  

To  Belgium  

Toothn  countries....  

Excess  of  imports  

'WUOLS  TUB. 

ColtonsetvJ  oil; 

TotaMmports  

From  United  States  

From  United  Kingdom  

From  other  countries  

Total  exports  

Excess  flt  Imparts  

UargBrin: 

Total  exports  

To  United  Kingdom  

To  Germany  

To  other  countries  

Copra: 

Total  Imports  

Total  exports  

To  Germany  

To  Be^um  

To  other  countries  

Excess  of  hnports  


It  should  not  be  underetood  that  the  Netherlands'  imports  of  cot- 
tonseed oil  and  copra  ai-e  devoted  exclusively  to  the  production  of 
artificial  butter;  they  i»"e  probably  used  in  greater  or  less  degree  for 
many  other  purposes- 
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COHFBESSZON  TSSfS  FOB  KEEL  BLOCK. 

An  important  test  was  conducted  recently  by  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Standards  to  determine  the  ultimate  strength  of  a  cast- 
iron  keel  blocli.  As  designed,  the  block  was  expected  to  withstand 
a  load  greater  than  could  be  exerted  by  any  testing  machine  in  ex- 
istence. It  did  withstand  tlie  full  capacity  of  the  bureau's  testing 
machine  (10,000,000  pounds)  when  the  load  was  applied  over  the 
^tire  bearing  surface  of  the  block,  but  when  the  load  was  applied 
over  part  of  its  bearing  surface  it  failed  at  9,GOO,000  pounds. 

Tl^  test  of  the  blo^  itself  was  preceded  by  several  preliminary 
teste  to  determine  the  strength  of  oak  timbers,  which  are  usually 
placed  between  keel  blocks  and  the  keel  of  the  ship.  At  loads  from 
300,000  to  800,000  pounds  the  timbers  were  completely  shattered,  the 
variation  in  the  load  depending  entirely  upon  the  variation  in  the 
area  over  which  the  load  was  applied. 

After  these  preliminary  tests  the  keel  block  was  subjected  to  a  load 
equal  to  the  capacity  of  the  machine.  At  about  6,500,000  pounds 
several  sharp  reports  were  heard,  but  after  the  full  load  was  applied 
there  was  no  apparent  damage  to  the  exterior  of  the  block.  On  dis- 
mantling it,  however,  it  was  noticed  that  several  of  the  wehs  of  the 
various  sections  were  cracked.  It  was  then  reassembled,  and  the 
load  applied  over  a  smaller  area  when  it  failed  at  9,600,000  with  a 
very  loud  report  and  almost  complete  shattering  of  the  various  sec- 
tions, throwing  parts  of  them  to  a  distance  of  12  feet 


TOBEION  COICHEBCE  STATISTICS  OF  UBUGITAY. 

An  executive  decree  published  in  the  Dlario  Oficial  of  February 
15  provides  for  a  reorganization  of  the  bureau  of  commercial  statis- 
tics (Oficina  de  Estadistica  Comercial)  and  prescribes  new  rules 
for  the  collectiOTi  and  publication  of  trade  statistics.  Monthly  re- 
turns of  special  trade,  including  imports  for  consumption,  whether 
direct  or  from  warehouse,  and  exports  of  domestic  and  nationalized 
products,  are  to  be  published  in  the  Boletin  del  Ministeno  de  Ha- 
denda.  Annual  returns  are  to  show  separately  the  special  trade, 
general  trade,  direct  tranaat  trade,  and  t(^al  trade.  Aner  March  1, 
1916,  documents  presented  to  the  customhouse  of  Montevideo  must 
be  accompanied  by  a  statistical  manifest  on  blanks  prepared  by  the 
statistical  <^e. 

HABEET  FOB  LOCKS  IH  BOHEHIA. 

[Vice  Consul  Robert  S.  Towtuend,  Carlsbad,  Austria,  Uar.  2.] 

There  should  be  a  market  here  for  American  locks  and  night 
latches  of  the  Yale  lock  type,  when  conditions  again  become  nor- 
mal, if  they  be  properly  advertised  and  demonstrated. 

The  general  types  of  house-door  locks,  store-door  locks,  night  and 
safety  latches  found  here  are  the  old-fashioned  tumble  locks.  The 
keys  to  these  locks  are  enormous  in  size,  ranging  from  2  inches  to  5J 
inches  in  length,  while  the  shanks  aro  as  thick  as  one-eighth  of  an 
inch.  Thus,  for  a  person  having  five  or  six  locks  of  a  different  size 
or  ccHnbination,  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  carry  his  keys  about  with 
him. 
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WIHHIPEO  BEWS  ITEMR 

[CoDBnl  General  Frederick  U.  Byder,  Winnipeg,  Hudtoba,  iimt,  20.] 
^bor  for  Seeding  Operations. 

The  problem  of  securing  sufficient  help  to  put  in  this  year's  gmn 
crop  has  apparently  been  solved  by  an  official  order  from  the  militia 
department^  to  the  effect  that  every  noncommissioned  officer  and 
man  on  active  service  in  the  Dominion  may  obtain  leave  of  absence, 
not  exceeding  one  month,  to  go  out  on  the  farm.  Thousands  of 
men  will  doubtless  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity,  for  they  will 
receive  their  regular  allowance,  in  addition  to  their  wages  from  the 
farmers.  Free  transportation  will  be  furnished  by  the  Government 
for  the  round  trip  from  camp  to  farm,  not  to  exceed  a  distance  of 
300  miles,  leave  to  begin  as  soon  as  it  is  pos^ble  to  get  on  the  land. 

Proof  must  be  presented  at  the  time  application  is  made  that  work 
has  been  actually  obtained.  Upon  returning  to  militant  service,  the 
person  must  produce  a  certificate  from  the  person  for  whom  he 
worked. 

EztenslTe  Contraot  Awarded. 

The  contract  for  the  construction  of  the  firet  unit  of  the  T.  Eaton 
Co.'s  buildings  has  been  awarded  to  the  firm  of  Carter-Halls- Aldinger 
Co.,  of  Winnipeg;  the  estimated  cost  will  be  about  $600,000.  Tbe 
excavations  for  the  foundations  and  caissons  were  started  March 
13,  and  the  building  is  to  be  ready  for  occupancy  by  January  1  next 

The  Dominion  Bridge  Co.  has  received  tne  contract  for  the  struc- 
tural steel  which  will  be  fabricated  at  their  plant  in  Winnipeg,  at  a 
cost  of  about  $200,000;  contract  calls  for  upward  of  2,900  tons  of 
steel,  exclusive  of  the  reinforcing  material;  the  main  columns  will 
weigh  over  11  tons  each,  being  425  pounds  to  the  lihear  foot. 

British  Etovenunent  Buys  1916  Salmon  Pack, 

It  is  reported  that  the  entire  pack  of  Canadian  (British  Columbia) 
salmon  for  1916  has  been  sola  to  the  British  Government.  Last 
season's  pack  amounted  to'  1,132,000  cases,  consisting  of  450,000  cases 
of  pinks  and  chums,  150,000  cases  of  mediums  rea,  the  remainder 
being  principally  of  sockeye  and  chimook.  Tliis  will  probably  not 
lessen  the  quantity  of  fresh  salmon  shipped  during  the  summer. to 
points  in  the  United  States. 
BayUght  SaTii^  Scheme. 

At  midnight  on  April  23  all  clocks  in  Winnipeg  will  be  advanced 
one  hour,  the  long- discussed  "  daylight  scheme "  will  become  a  de 
facto  by-law  at  that  time,  and  the  eastern  time  adopted  imtil  Sep- 
tember 24,  when  the  western  time  will  again  obtain. 

KESIFLTS  07  COmiDEHTIAL  CIBCirL&Il. 

On  March  8, 191G,  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce 
issued  Confidential  Circular  No.  890,  announcing  that  a  trade  oppor- 
tunity existed  in  Canada  for  concrete  mixers  for  a  sheet  asphalt  plant. 
TJnder  date  of  March  16,  American  Consul  Felix  S.  S.  Johnson, 
Kingston,  reported  that  the  contract  for  the  concrete  mixers  was 
awarded  to  an  American  firm.  It  was  stated  that  the  machinery 
could  be  purchased  in  the  United  States  cheaper  than  in  Canada, 
after  the  payment  of  customs  and  other  charges. 
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EOYPTS  TBABE  IH  TAHTTABY. 

The  returns  of  the  Egyptian  customs  for  January  show  a  continu- 
ation in  the  improvement  in  Egyptian  trade  that  has  been  notice- 
able for  some  time,  says  the  Near  East,  a  London  publication. 
Imports  during  January  amounted  to  $8,378,052  and  exports  to 
$16,056,688,  as  against  $4,894,391  and  $13,258,293,  respectively,  in 
1914. 

The  imports  of  cotton  textiles  jumped  from  $734,496  to  $1,686,176, 
and  imports  of  iron  and  steel  manufactures  increased  by  $154,741. 
Iniports  of  petroleum  decreased  from  $130,703  to  $4,157. 

Great  Britain's  share  in  Egyptian  imports  rose  from  $2,159,033 
to  $3,861,902 ;  it  supplied  more  than  60  per  cent  of  the  flour,  textiles, 
and  iron  and  steel,  and  nearly  90  per  cent  of  the  coal. 

The  United  States  increased  its  sales  to  Egypt,  especially  in  the 
following  it«ms:  Skins,  flour,  mineral  oils,  coal,  and  iron  and  steel. 
It  doubled  its  total  purchases  from  Egypt,  while  France,  Japan,  and 
Russia  showed  still  greater  increases,  and  Italv  did  nearly  as  welL 
Most  of  these  increases  were  due  to  cotton^  of  which  40  per  cent  went 
to  Great  Britain,  26  per  cent  to  the  United  States,  12  pw  cent  to 
Russia,  and  6  per  cent  each  to  Japan  and  Italy. 

AlCEBICAN  COBSITLAB  OFTICEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSEKCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  glad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
conunercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  ree^ective 
jurisdictions: 


HsOM. 

Post. 

Erpira- 

tionof 
Tuuia. 

Address. 

Nvrllte,  Kdwin  !•.„  

Bndtor,  William  uarriaoD. . . 

TflKuctealpK,  Hondarat 
Sfosnpore.  Straits  S«t- 
Uements. 

Halifax,  NortSeotb.. 

Apr.  1 
Apr.  * 

Apr.  25 
May  38 

Bfar  14 

1078  Weet  86tli  Strwt,  CtovvUnd,  Otalou 
Conturj  riab,  7  West  43d  Sbwt,  New 

York  City. 

Bureau  of  Forefrn  and  Domestic  Com- 
merce, Room  409,  Oustomhoiue,  Nnr 
York. 

544  South  ICaln  Street,  Belvidcre,  111. 

■The  Itloerarr  of  Cocsnl  X^wton  Is  BubstantlBllr  bb  followa:  Chattanooga,  Uar.  26  to 
Apr.  1 ;  CtnclDDati,  Apr.  2  to  IS ;  Wasbiagton.  Apr.  17  to  25. 


AUSTBAUAHS  TO  BTTY  GOODS  IN  UinXED  STATES. 

Representatives  of  two  important  mercantile  establishments  in 
Melbourne,  Australia,  are  seeking  to  extend  their  purchases  of 
American  products  by  personal  visits  to  the  United  States.  Mr. 
Sidney  Myer,  proprietor  and  manager  of  one  of  the  principal  dra- 
pery and  department  stores,  as  a  result  of  lettei"s  of  introduction 
from  American  Commercial  Attache  William  0.  Downs,  at  Mel- 
bourne, will  make  his  headquarters  at  the  district  offices  of  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  in  the  several  cities 
that  he  will  visit.  Mr.  Felix  AV.  Lloyd,  director  and  general  manager 
of  another  establishment,  a  leading  depailment  store  of  Melbotuiie, 
dealing  in  all  classes  of  men's  and  women's  wenrin;:^  sipparcl  and 
fancy  goods,  will  visit  the  United  States  in  April  and  May,  with  a 
similar  introduction  to  the  Biu'eau*s  district  omces  from  Mr.  Downs. 
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FOKEICra  TEADE  OFPOBTUHITUSS. 

Baseired  addreaaM  may  be  obtained  rrom  the  Bnrcaa  and  Its  dXatrlet  •■««•.  Bamuat 
tor  eaeb  opportmuty  sbonld  b«  on  a  aeparate  ibaet  and  tbe  fll«  nwbw  gtrai.  ' 

Bhoe  leather.  No.  20614.— A  man  In  tbe  Near  East  deslraa  to  tvodve  Muniries 
and  quotations  from  American  manttfeitnrers  of  shoe  leather  dmllar  to 
samples  whicb  may  be  examined  at  the  Barean  or  Its  dlstrtot  f^ces. 
(Refer  to  file  No.  102.)   It  la  stilted  that  tbe  man  will  pay  25  per  cent  with 

orders  and  balance  afmlnst  documents. 

Toys,  notiona,  etc.,  No.  20615. — A  man  In  Spain  writes  that  he  desires  to  estab- 
lish commercial  relations  with  American  manufacttirers  of  toys,  notions, 
and  other  cbeap  articles  to  retail  for  about  13  cents. 

Machetes,  No.  20616.^ — An  American  consular  officer  in  West  Africa  reports 
that  a  man  In  his  district  desires  to  represent  American  manufacturers 
of  machetes,  from  2  to  3  feet  long,  for  use  iu  cuttliu!  sugar  cane  by  band. 
Full  information  should  be  sent.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English,  bat 
is  preferred  In  Portuguese. 

Woolen  piece  goods,  and  wearing  apparel.  No.  20617. — ^The  commercial  attache 
of  tbe  Etepartment  of  Commerce  in  Peru  repoits  that  a  firm  in  that  country 
desires  to  establish  commercial  relations  with  American  manufacturers 
of  woolen  piece  goods  of  light  weight  and  styles  suitable  for  women's  cos- 
tumes, and  women's  ready-made  tailored  gowns,  cut  out  and  either  wholly 
or  In  part  assembled  for  fitting.  Oorrv^ndoice  may  be  In  English. 
Samples  should  be  sent 

Machinery,  No.  20618.— An  Ama>ican  consular  ofOctr  in  Central  America  re- 
ports that  a  contractor  In  bis  district  desires  to  get  In  communication  with 
American  manufacturers  of  machinery  for  making  joint  cement  drain  pipes 
ranging  in  size  from  5  inches  to  1  foot.  Quotations  for  cash  or  60  days' 
credit  are  deslroU.   Bank  references  are  given. 

Window  gJass  arid  pharmaceutical  products.  No.  20619. — A  firm  of  importers 
and  exporters  In  France  writes  an  American  consulnr  officer  that  It  ilesires 
to  enter  Into  relations  with  American  exporters  of  window  glass  and 
pharmaceutical  products.   Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Leather  greases  and  pickers.  No.  20620. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Sjiain 
reports  that  a  manufacturer  of  articles  of  cork  dust  wishes  to  represent 
American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  leather  greases  and  rawhide 
pickers  used  in  wea^ug.  Bank  references  are  given.  Correspondence  uiay 
be  in  English. 

Ship  auppUes,  No.  20031.— A  firm  of  ship  chandls's  In  Portuguese  West  Africa 
writra  an  American  consular  officer  that  it  desires  to  be  put  In  connection 

with  American  exporters  Of  ship  supplies  and  provisions.  Catalogues  ond 
full  laformatlon  should  be  sent  at  once.  Terms  of  credit  are  four  months' 
sight.  The  firm  gives  the  name  of  a  bank  through  which  documents  should 
be  sent.  Correspondence  may  be  in  English. 
Sugar,  No.  20G22. — An  American  consulor  officer  In  Norway  reports  that  a 
firm  in  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  In  communication  with  exporters 
and  refiners  of  sugar.  Correspondence  may  be  In  English.  Bank  reference 
is  given. 

IFooi,  No.  20G23. — An  exporter  In  Central  America  writes  an  American  con- 
sular officer  that  he  desires  to  get  into  touch  with  American  Importers  of 
wool  and  wishes  to  receive  quotations  for  same  delKered  on  board  ship  at 
any  port  of  Guatemala.  Tbe  man  states  he  can  slilp  5,000  poonda  per 
month  of  black  and  white  merino. 


District  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

Kew  York,  Boom  409  TTnlted  States  Customhouse;  Boston,  eighteenth  flow 
Vnited  States  Customhouse;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Building;  St  Lonls,  40ft  Third 
National  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  621  Post  Office  Building;  Kew  Orleans,  1030 
Hibemla  Bank  Building;  San  Franelsco,  906  United  States  Costomhonse;  Seattle, 
9SS  Alaska  Building.  CeoperatlTe  district  (rfflees:  Clerelandt  Cliamlwr  ^  Ooa- 
meree;  Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commuroe;  Ciaeinaatl,  Vvw  Orleus  *  Texas 
Faelflc  By.  Co.,  Cincinnati;  Los  Aageles,  Chamber  of  Gommcroe;  Detroit  Board 
of  Commerce;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Commeroe;  South  Amerleu  Ageat, 
Sonthera  By.  Co.,  Chattanooga,  Tena. 

WASHIKGTOM  ;  GOrBRKUIKT  rBISTlNO  Omca  !  ItU 
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CAHASIAH  KMBABOO  ON  KICEEI.  OBB. 

[Telegram  from  American  Consul  General,  Ottawa,  Uar.  2S.I 

Canadian  embargo  order  prohibiting  exportation  of  nickel  ore  to 
all  destinations  other  than  British  possessions,  except  under  license. 
Am  assured  shipments  to  United  States  will  continue  nearly  as  here- 
tofore. 

SULPHATE  OF  COPPEB  FOE  SPAIN. 

A  cablegram  from  the  American  coni^l  general  at  Barcelona 
Spain,  dated  March  27,  states  that  a  Spanish  royal  order  published 
March  2G  appropriates  5,000,000  pesetas  (about  $900,000)  to  the 
ministry  of  public  works  for  purchasing  2,000  tons  of  sulphate  of 
copper. 

NORWEGIAN  PULP  STTUATION. 

[American  Minister  A.  G.  Schmedeman,  Chrlstianlo,  Uar.  8.] 

From  inquiries  made  regarding  the  state  of  the  Norwegian  market, 
with  a  view  to  ascertaining  the  supplies  of  wood  pulp  available  for 
exportation,  it  appears  that  at  present  there  arc  some  20,000  to  30,000 
tons  of  chemical  pulp  unsold  for  delivery  over  the  remainder  of  the 
year,  to  be  divided  between  all  the  different  markets.  This  applies 
to  unbleached  pulp. 

Sales  statistics  of  bleached  pulp  are  not  available^  but  I  was  given 
to  understand  that  thei-e  is  very  little  unsold  for  tins  year's  delivery. 
High  prices  have  been  paid  lately  for  chemical  pulp,  and  there  seems 
to  De  a  prospect  of  the  prices  still  further  increasing.  The  Nor- 
wegian Slinister  of  Foreign  Affairs  informs  me  that  there  are  no 
official  hindrances  to  the  exportation  of  an  unlimited  amount  of  wood 
pulp  fi-om  Norway  to  America. 

lEarlier  itfscussfona  of  tho  NorwpRiaii  imiio*  tmrt  pulp  markotft  nppearwl  in 
OouuEScs:  ItEPOBTB  for  Jan.  24  and  Mar.  2:1,  191&1 
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CHAKOE  IH  CUBREnOT  ST8TE1C  AT  BEtaiTT. 

[CoDsnl  General  W.  Btanlej  Hollls,  Beirut,  Syria,  Jan.  17.] 

For  many  years  past  practically  all  business  in  Beirut  was  trans- 
acted by  means  of  the  Beirut  market  piaster,  a  depreciated  money  of 
account  valued  at  $0.035306;  in  other  words,  the  Turkish  gold  pound 
was  always  reckoned  as  consisting  of  125§  Beirut  market  piasters  or 
4,985  market  paras.  The  smallest  coins  were  the  nahassys,  worth 
2^  market  paras,  and  the  metalik,  worth  12^  market  par^  or  5 
nahassys;  and  the  Turkish  gold  pound  therefore  consisted  of  398 
metaliks  and  4  nahassys. 

A  few  weeks  ago,  however,  by  Government  edict  the  currency 
system  was  changed,  the  nahas?^^  being  abolished.  The  smallest  coin 
now  is  the  half  metalik;  1  metalik  ia  equal  to  10  paras;  4  metaliks,  or 
40  paras,  equal  1  silver  piaster;  2^  silver  piasters  equal  1  beshlik; 
8  b^liks,  or  20  piasters)  equal  1  medjidie;  5.4  medjidies,  or  108  silver 
piasters,  or  433  metaliks,  equal  1  Turkish  pound.  It  will  be  seen 
that  when  these  new  currency  regulations  went  into  effect  the  holders 
of  metaliks  lost  heavily,  and  as  a  consequence  these  holders,  mostly 
retail  dealers,  advanced  their  prices  anywhere  from  10  to  25  per  cent. 
The  value  .of  the  new  silver  piaster  in  American  currency  works  out 
at  $0.0407407.  .   

EABHINOS  OF  PBIVILEOED  lOTTEEY  IS  GBSECS. 

[Consul  General  Alexander  W.  Weddoll,  Atbeng,  Feb.  1.] 

Many  European  countries  find  in  the  lottery  a  valuable  means  for 
augmenting  public  and  senupublic  funds.   This  is  notably  true  of 

the  Kingdom  of  Greece,  which,  according  to  an  official  report  recently 
issued,  received  $3,22S,000- from  this  source  during  the  10  years 
1905-1914. 

The  lottei^  is  kno^vn  as  the  K^al  Greek  Naval  Lottery,  and  its 
gains  are  divided  between  the  Greek  Nav^  Department  and  the 
Grecian  Archeological  Society,  the  navy  receiving  some  70  per  cent. 
In  the  decade  under  review  the  lottery  distributed  $1,216,384  in 
prizes  and  turned  over  to  the  navy  %lS^^4!dO  and  to  the  Archeologi- 
cal Society  $521,000.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  during  this  10-year 
period  the  expenses  of  administration  have  been  steadily  reduced. 
Notwithstanding  1914  was  the  most  successful  year  of  the  decade,  ex- 
penses were  but  50  per  cent  of  those  of  1905. 

The  lottery  tickets,  which  are  hawked  about  the  streets  by  boys  and 
men,  are  bought  outright  from  the  Government  before  being  sold  to 
individual  purchasers. 

PVBCHASE  OF  SUGAR  HACHIHEET  FLAHHEB. 

The  bureau  has  been  advised  by  an  American  consul  in  C^tril 
America  that  a  sugar  estate  in  that  wnntry  will  reequip  one  of  its 
sugar  mills  at  an  approximate  cost  of  $200,000.  A  representative  of 
the  company  is  shortly  expected  in  New  York,  and  it  is  sa^ested 
that  interested  manufacturers  communicate  with  the  commercial 
agent  in  charge  of  the  New  York  district  office,  409  Customhouse, 
Jtew  York. 
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HIOHWAY  PBOJECTS  DT  FBOTINCE  OF  ONTA&IO. 

[GongDl  Felix  S.  8.  JohnsoD,  KlogstoD,  Uar. 

A  sununarr  of  progress  made  in  good-roads  construction  in  the 
Province  of  Ontario  has  been  obtained  by  the  secretary  of  the  Good 
Koads  Association  from  the  departments  in  char^  of  the  work.  A 
communication  was  addressed  to  the  Provincial  Department,  asking 
replies  to  questions  regarding  the  number  of  miles  of  roads  con- 
structed or  improved  during  1915,  amount  of  subsidy,  balance  of 
appropriation  on  hand,  amount  anticipated  for  1916,  and  list  of 
highways  to  be  constructed  or  improved  during  1916.  A  summary 
of  the  statements  shows: 

The  ai^roximate  length  of  county  roads  subsidized  will  be  250  miles.  The 
total  expenditure  will  be  about  $668,000.  of  which  the  provincial  subsidy  will 
be  one-third.  The  appropriation  of  $2,000,000  has  been  exhausted.  A  further 
appropriation  will  no  doubt  be  made  at  the  next  session  of  the  leiE^nture,  but 
thus  far  the  amount  has  not  yet  been  fixed.  It  Is  not  yet  decided  by  the  conn^ 
councils  what  roads  will  be  undertaken. 

Trogrefs  on  Toronto-Hamilton  Highway. 

These  statements  refer  only  to  roads  subsidized  through  coimty 
councils.  During  the  past  vear  the  Toronto-Hamilton  Hi^way  has 
been  nnder  construction.  The  work  has  advanced  to  the  completion 
of  about  20  miles  out  of  a  total  of  35  miles.  Its  total  cost  will  be 
about  $850,000.   The  provincial  subsidy  will  be  $4,000  per  mile. 

The  construction  of  a  main  highway  from  Toronto  to  Oshawa^  26 
miles,  and  a  main  highway  from  Ottawa  to  Prescott,  about  60  miles, 
are  the  principal  main  roads  projected. 


AKEBICAK  BBVOS  KAEE  OADTS  IN  COSTA  BICA 

[CoDsol  Cbester  OonaldsoD,  Fort  Llmou,  Mar.  6.] 

The  value  of  the  annual  imports  of  drugs,  medicines,  and  pharma- 
ceutical products  of  all  kinds  into  Costa  Rica  is  about  $175,000,  of 
which  45  per  cent  has  heretofore  come  from  the  United  States,  25 
per  cent  from  Germany,  15  per  cent  from  France,  and  14  per  cent 
from  England.  About  80  per  cent  of  this  trade  now  goes  to  the 
United  States. 

There  are  no  manufacturing  chemists  or  manufacturers  of  pharma- 
ceutical products  in  the  PortXimon  district  of  Costa  Hica. 

[A  list  of  the  principal  Importers  of  drug^i  roedlcines,  etc.,  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices. 
Refer  to  file  No.  74110.) 


Canada's  Trade  for  January. 

The  trade  of  Canada  for  January,  101 G,  is  given  by  the  Monetary 
Times  as  follows:  Imports,  $61,887,513,  of  which  $11,716,848  repre- 
s^ted  coin  and  bullion;  exports,  $85,559,782,  of  which  $112,736  rep- 
resented coin  and  bullion.  The  total  imports  in  January,  1915, 
amounted  to  $30,938,331  (including  $638,174  worth  of  coin  and  bul- 
lion), and  exports  to  $30,880,337  (including  $868,007  worth  of  coin 
and  bullion). 
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HOLLAKS  TO  VSE  VJJim  TO  DKAIH  FLOODED  AXS&S. 

{Commercial  AttnehC  Erwto  W.  Thompson,  The  Hngve.  Feb.  17.] 

The  problem  of  removing  the  water  from  the  flooded  district  of 
Kortli  Holland  has  not  yet  been  solved.  About  40,000  acres  are  now 
inundated  in  that  Province.  This  territory  is  all  below  sea  level 
nnd  is  protected  from  the  North  Sea  by  a  line  of  natural  sand  dunes 
for  most  of  the  distance  and  along  other  sU%tches  by  heavy  dikes 
built  largely  of  granite.  On  the  east  side,  however,  the  Province  is 
protected  from  the  Zuider  Zee  by  a  line  of  earth  embankments.  The 
January  storm  [see  Commebce  Reports  for  Feb.  19,  1916}  broke 
through  these  embanlunents  in  several  places  and  inundated  the 
country. 

The  provincial  authorities  are  now  engaged  in  repairing  these 
brea^  m  the  embankments,  or  dikes,  and  as  soon  as  these  are  com- 
pleted they  will  begin  pumping  out  the  flood  water.  The  arrange* 
ment  of  locks  and  sluices  is  such  that  at  low  tide  in  the  North  Sea, 
and  sometimes  in  the  Zuider  Zee,  the  water  can  be  drained  out  to  a 
certain  level,  but  below  that  it  must  be  pumped.  The  average  hei^t 
to  which  the  water  must  be  lifted  is  only  3  to  4  feet,  but  the  total 
amount  to  be  pumped  approximates  7,000,000,000  cubic  feet. 

The  officials  planned  at  first  to  pump  this  water  out  in  six  wedcs, 
but  it  was  discovered  that  the  places  where  the  pumps  were  to  be 
located  were  on  certain  main  canals  through  which  a  large  volume 
of  water  must  pass,  and  to  work  the  pumps  at  the  speed  first  decided 
on  would  make  a  current  sufficiently  swift  to  damage  the  canal  banks. 
The  authorities  therefore  concluded  to  reduce  the  speed  of  pumping 
so  that  the  work  would  require  12  weeks  instead  of  G. 

Eleotrlo  Fow^  for  Pumps — Brylstf  tlie  ZoMei  Zee. 

There  are  many  steam  pumping  stations  throughout  the  district, 
which  were  designed  primarily  for  taking  care  of  the  regular  rain- 
fall in  the  low  districts  and  for  pumping  water  into  the  high-level 
canals.  These  pumps  will  be  used  to  their  full  capacity,  but  will 
necessaril^y  have  to  be  supplemented  by  many  new  ones.  Tlv.'se  new 
pumps  will  be  operated  by  electric  motors.  Fortunately  the  flooded 
district  is  well  supplied  with  large  electric  cables,  mostly  leading 
from  Amsterdam  and  running  underground.  Tliese  cables  supply 
power  to  numerous  tram  lines,  small  industrial  plants,  city  water- 
works,  and  city  lighting  systems.  Probably  1,000  horsepower  will 
be  used  £or  pumping. 

This  flood  has  revived  the  project  of  drying  the  Zuider  Zee.  and  a 
bill  is  now  before  the  Netherlands  Parliament  for  appropriating 
money  for  this  work.  The  cost  is  estimated  at  $90,000,000,  part  of 
which  is  to  cover  indemnities  to  fishermen  and  for  similar  purposes. 
The  cost  of  the  dams  will  prol)ably  be  less  than  $50,000,000.  The 
principal  dam  would  be  about  15  miles  long,  averaging  20  feet  in 
height.  One  of  the  most  important  results  accruing  from  tlie  di-ying 
of  tne  2uider  Zee  would  be  that  the  new  dams  would  take  the  place 
of  the  several  hundred  miles  of  dikes  that  now  protect  the  lowlands 
from  the  Zuider  Zee.  Under  present  conditions  a  strong  northwest 
wind  tends  to  blow  the  wntei-s  of  the  Nortli  Sea  into  the  Zuider  Zee 
and  to  raise  the  level  of  the  latter  until  it  sometimes  breaks  over  the 
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protecting  dikes  &nd  inundates  the  low  polders  or  meadows.  The 
new  dams  are  designed  to  protect  the  whole  area  at  one  time  and 
effectually  to  prevent  the  ingress  of  water  from  the  North  Sea. 

If  Parliament  passes  the  bill,  there  might  be  an  opportunity  for 
American  contractors  to  build  the  dams  and  pump  out  the  Zuider 
Zee. 


The  thi-ee  sack  mills  operating  in  Guayaquil  require  annually 
more  than  3,000,000  yards  of  jute  cloth  to  fill  their  orders  for  cacao, 
coffee,  sugar,  salt,  and  rice  bags,  which  material  must  be  supplied 
from  abroad.  A  definite  quality  of  cloth  is  required,  the  weight  of 
which  is  17  ounces  per  yard,  and  must  have  woven  into  it  a  stripe, 
the  color  being  optional.  Calcutta  cloth  only  is  purchased,  but  any 
similar  quality  would  be  satisfactory.  The  width  of  the  cloth  for 
cacao  bags  is  29  to  30  inches,  and  for  sugar  bags  25  inches.  The 
present  cost  here,  including  all  charts  and  duty,  is  about  12  cents 
gold  per  yard;  excluding  duties,  c.  i.  f.  Guayaquil,  9  to  10  cents. 
The  duty  and  landing  charges  are  about  2^  cents  per  yard. 

Recently  considerable  sales  of  Calcutta  jute  cloth  have  been  made 
to  firms  here  by  a  San  Francisco  house,  and  these  have  given  satis- 
faction. The  importers  are  willing  to  encourage  imports  from  the 
United  States,  but  the  cloth  manufactured  there  compares  unfavor- 
ably with  tliat  imported  from  Calcutta.  Heretofore  all  shipments 
of  this  material  were  from  Great  Britain. 
Frioe  of  American  Jute  Basrs  too  High. 

Owing  to  the  prohibitive  import  duty  and  surcharges  it  has  been 
found  impossible  to  buy  from  the  United  States  the  class  of  sack 
used  here  at  the  prices  quoted  in  letters  mailed  to  this  office  and  to  the 
importers.  Unless  much  lower  prices  are  offered  it  will  be  useless  to 
attempt  to  enter  this  market  with  jute  bags.  The  sizes  of  bags  for 
cacao,  coffee,  and  rice  are  46  by  28  inches,  weight  2.75  pounds;  for 
sugar  and  salt  the  bags  are  28  by  21  inches,  weight  1.22  pounds.  The 
duty  and  surcharges  are  about  11  cents  gold  per  kilo,  or  4  and  6  cents 


This  market  for  jute  cloth  is  sufficiently  large  to  merit  careful 
study  and  if  the  results  prove  satisfactory  one  to  three  million  yards 
may  be  contracted  for  each  year. 

[Ttie  names  of  the  factory  ovmern  in  Guayaquil  \rbo  maiuifiicture  botli  classes 
of  hofss  ana  who  also  are  purcliasera  of  bogs  can  be  obtainnl  at  tlie  Bureau  of 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices.  Refer  to  file  No.  T4210.1 


COPIES  OP  1914  STATISTICAL  ABSTRACT  WAHTTED. 

Because  of  the  demand  for  the  1914  edition  of  the  Statistical  Ab- 
stract of  the  United  States,  published  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and 
Domestic  Commerce,  the  bureau  would  be  pleased  to  augment  its 
supply  with  copies  that  are  not  now  needed  by  the  persons  to  whom 
they  nave  been  sent.  Franks  will  be  supplied  to  any  who  apply  to 
the  Bureau,  for  use  in  mailing  the  books  to  Washington. 


JUTE  CLOTH  ASB  BAGS  FOB  ECITABOB. 


[Consol  General  Frederic  W.  Godlns,  OaBytiquil,  Mar.  3.] 
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DTEWOOBS  IH  THE  DOJOHICAH  BEPUBUO. 

(Vice  Consul  Carl  M.  F.  Ton  Zlellnahe,  Santo  Domingo,  Mar.  3.1 

There  are  immense  quantities  of  dyewood  in  the  Dominican  Re- 
public. According  to  reliable  reports,  the  northern  part  seems  to  be 
favored  with  a  greiiter  quantity,  while  the  south  seems  to  have  the 
better  quality.  Up  to  the  war  most  of  the  dyewood  was  shipped  to 
Kurope.  It  is  but  recently  that  shipments  from  this  part  of  the 
country  were  made  to  the  United  States. 

Different  Kinds  of  Dyewood— Tnuuportetion  Rtcillttet. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  wood  found  in  this  country  that  are  used 
for  dyeing  purposes.  Fustic  ("Mora"  in  Spanish)  yields  a  yellow 
d^e.  It  is  found  scattered  over  many  parts  of  the  island,  but  espe- 
cially near  the  ports  of  Barahona,  Azua,  and  in  the  southeastern  sec- 
tion. Very  few  shipmrats  of  this  wood  were  made  in  the  past. 
Tjogwood  ("Campecue"  in  Spanish)  is  extensively  used  for  dyeing 
purposes.  It  supplies  the  well-known  "  logwood  black,"  and  serves 
also  for  dyeing  blue.  In  the  south  it  is  found  en  masse  at  Bani, 
Palcnque,  and  Nizao;  also  in  San  Pedro  de  Macoris  and  near  the 
banks  of  the  Ozama  and  Nigua  Kivers. 

The  first  three  places,  bemg  small  harbors  near  the  port  of  Santo 
Domingo,  ai^  not  recognized  as  foreign-trade  ports.  It  is  therefore 
necessary  for  forei^  vessels  to  pay  a  tax  of  $50  in  order  to  have  the 
privilege  of  coastwise  trading.  Otherwise,  logwood  brought  to  this 
ijwrt  in  Dominican  boats  must  be  reloaded.  This  probably  is  the  best 
method,  as  these  harbors  are  hardly  more  than  open  roadsteads  and 
are  dangerous  for  large  vessels  anchored  at  a  oo&Toiient  distance  iat 
loading. 

The  chief  difficulty  lies  in  transporting  logs  from  the  interior  to 
the  coast.  This  is  done  oa  carts  drawn  by  oxen.  Such  hanlage  takes 
considerable  time  and  is  unreliable.  A  shipper  never  knows  how 
much  he  can  have  at  a  certain  time  ready  for  ^ipment,  and  delay  is 
costly  when  vessels  are  detained  in  the  harbor. 
Fort  and  Shipping  Facilities — Piioet  of  Logwood. 

The  port  facilities  in  Santo  Domingo  and  other  harbcucs  are  inade- 
auate  ror  handling  large  quantities  of  freight  A  local  shipper  states 

tnat  he  had  to  purchase  a  lot  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  m  order  to 
store  his  freight  until  tlie  arrival  of  a  ship,  on  account  of  the  insuffi- 
cient space  on  the  wharves. 

The  steamship  lines  touching  at  these  ports  are  bound  by  con- 
tract to  transport  the  sugar  crop  from  the  various  j)lantations  on 
the  southwest  coast,  and  are  unaole  to  carry  other  freight.  The  war 
caused  the  German  line  to  discontinue  its  service  and  greatly  i^uced 
tliat  of  the  French  line.  As  a  result  but  few  steamers  are  available  to 
transport  the  heavy  sugar  crop.  Most  of  the  logwood  is  therefore 
shipped  in  schooners  at  rates  ranging  up  to  $10  per  ton.  Freight 
rates  are  going  up  steadily,  and  have  doubled  during  the  last  «w 
months.  A  schooner  that  arrived  here  a  week  ago  fr<Mn  a  port  on 
the  Florida  coast  received  $10.50  per  1,000  feet  of  timber.  Another 
is  now  expected  upon  which  the  rate  for  the  same  cargo  and  the 
&ame  distance  amounts  to  $13. 

Prices  at  present  fluctuate  constantly.  The  writer  has  convetsed 
with  every  exporter  of  logwood  in  this  city,  and  finds  there  is  a  great 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COMMERCE  BEPOBTS.  1255 

variety  of  prices,  ranging  from  $9  to  $15  per  ton.  The  natives 
bring  the  wood  to  the  coast  and  often  sell  it  direct  to  shippers. 
Prices  rise  automatically  with  the  increased  demand. 

Tke  ITorthertt  District 

Although  a  number  of  shipments  have  been  made  from  Santo 
Domingo,  the  center  of  the  exportation  of  logwood  is  still  at  Monte 
Christi.  According  to  information  received  from  Consular  Agent 
Petit  at  that  place  there  is  but  little  lo^ood  left  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, on  account  of  the  continuous  cutting  and  failure  to  replant. 
Cutting  is  now  increased  in  order  to  supply  the  heavy  demand  from 
the  United  States.  The  expoi-tation  of  logwood  from  Monte  Christi 
is  conducted  exclusively  by  one  firm  (Ijembcky  &  Co.).  This  concern 
possesses  or  controls  practically  all  the  growing  lo^ood  worth, 
cutting  in  the  parts  of  that  Province  which  are  casdy  accessible, 
and  from  which  the  wood  may  be  carted  to  shipping  points  at  a 
moderate  cost.  Thei*e  is  still  much  logwood  in  the  remote  interior, 
chiefly  in  the  hilly  sections,  wliither  it  is  difficult  to  penetrate.  Dis- 
tance, lack  of  roads,  and  nigh  cost  of  transportation  have  proved 
to  be  effective  barriers  in  the  way  of  exploitation.  Consular  Agent 
Petit,  at  Monte  Christi,  understands  that  the  company  in  question 
has  secured  also  the  rights  to  the  wood  in  the  interior  and  controls 
tiie  whole  supply  immediately  or  potentially  available.  Prices  paid 
by  the  concern  for  logwood  are  approximately:  Common  avera^ 
wood,  $7  per  ton;  fresh  well-cleaued  sapwood  of  good  quality,  $9 
to  $10  per  ton.  Sellers  must  deliver  the  wood  free  of  charge  at 
the  beach  or  at  Copey,  an  mland  i-eceiving  station  situated  about  6 
I^ometers  from  Estero  Balza,  in  ManzanilTo  Bay. 

Stuip  Waiteaffc. 

As  previously  mentioned,  despite  the  great  quantities  of  dyewood 
in  this  Republic,  inadequate  means  of  transportation  to  the  coast  as 
well  as  insufficient  shipping  facilities  hinder  exportation.  The  log- 
wood is  equal  in  quahty  to  that  exported  from  Haiti.  Preset 
methods  of  exploitation  are  wasteful.  Stumps  2  to  3  feet  high  are 
left  after  cutting,  although  the  lower  section  of  a  trunk  is  richest  in 
actual  coloring  matter.  An  American  firm  with  sufficient  capital 
and  employing  up-to-date  machinery  could  easily  cut  the  trees  even 
with  the  ground,  leaving  the  roots  for  new  growth.  Some  years  ago 
two  companies  did  attempt  a  more  rational  method  of  cutting.  The 
use  of  old-fashioned  machinery  and  the  limited  demand  for  dyewood 
at  that  time  rendered  their  attempts  unprofitable.  There  is  no  rea- 
son why  an  American  firm  could  not  now  successfully  ^ploit  this 
vast  supply  of  dyewood,  especially  when  logwood  brings  $50  per  ten 
in  New  York. 

The  above  information  was  obtained  through  personal  interviews 
with  shippers,  ship  captains,  and  natives  who  bring  logwood  to  the 
coast.  No  Government  publication  is  printed  on  the  suoject,  and  no 
investigation  in  this  connection  has  ever  been  made. 

tA  list  of  logwood  exporters  In  Santo  Domingo  City  can  he  obtained  at  the 
Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district  oflices.  Refer  to  file 
No.  74010.]   

Of  the 
last  year 
man,  114 
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ELECTRIC  UaETINO  IH  fOHAHHESBlTBa. 

[Consul  Edwin  N.  G'jnsnulus,  Johanneeburs,  Union  oC  Sootb  Afrlcft,  Pd),  12.] 

The  following  interesting  information  as  to  the  progress  ot  tiie 
Johannesburg  municipality  from  the  year  1886,  when  gold  was  di»- 
coveredontheWitwatersrand,  with  particular  reference  to  the  growth 
of  the  electric  supply  system,  is  taken  frcHn  a  paper  recently  read 
by  Prof.  J.  H.  Dobson,  engineer  of  the  municipaUty,  before  the  In- 
stitute of  Electrical  Engineers : 

The  municipal  area  of  Johannesburg  Is  over  80  square  miles  Id  extent  and  Is 
nmoDg  the  largest  municipal  areas  in  the  world.  A  technical  description  of  the 
distribution  of  electricity  for  domestic,  industrial,  and  tramway  purposes 
with  nearly  20,000  meters  on  the  system  and  an  annual  output  of  over  25,000,000 
units  should  prove  of  interest  to  electrical  engineers  generally,  while  to  local 
engineers  there  will  be  an  added  personal  interest  because  of  th^r  close  asBo- 
ciation  with  and  participation  in  the  public  services  rendered  by  the  tiectric 
supply  department.  Jolmnnesburg  has  grown  Into  a  large  and  prosperous  city 
with  extraordinary  rapidity,  owing  to  the  wealth  and  stability  of  the  gold 
mining,  which  now  forms  the  staple  Industry  of  South  Africa.  In  1886  Johan- 
nesburg was  proclaimed  a  township,  with  a  population  of  50,  which  grew  In 
1887  to  about  3,000.  In  1901  steps  were  taken  to  establish  a  civil  governmeat 
and  tl)e  first  elected  municipal  council  came  into  existence  In  1903,  since  which 
date  the  pt^latlon  of  JobanneM>urg  has  grown  as  follows : 
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The  assets  owned  by  the  Johannesburg  Lighting  Go.  were  acquired  by  the 
public  of  Johannesburg  in  1895  and  those  of  the  Johannesburg  Tramway  Oo. 

in  1904. 

'Orowth  of  System. 

The  following  figures  convey  some  idea  of  the  growth  of  the  electric 
supply  system  since  1909  and  of  the  pres^it  extent  of  the  electric 
supply  undertaking: 
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From  a  perusal  of  the  statistics  in  Garcke's  Manual  for  1915-16 
it  is  seen  that  the  units  consumed  in  and  the  number  of  CfHisumers 
connected  to  the  Johannesburg  electric  distribution  system  are  ap- 
proximately equivalent  to  those  of  the  whole  of  the  oUier  munidpnt 
undertakings  in  South  Africa. 

Report  on  ICotor-Flow  Demonstration  in  England. 

A  report  has  been  made  by  Prof.  James  Gilchrist,  of  Leeds  Uni- 
\'ersity,  on  the  demonstration  with  motor  plows  and  tractors  held  at 
Y'ork,  England,  in  September,  1915.  The  report  was  published  by 
the  department  of  agriculture  of  tlie  imiversity,  and  has  been  re- 
ceived from  Consul  Byington  at  Leeds.  A  copy  may  be  inspected  at 
the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  its  district  offices. 
Refer  to  file  No.  74178. 
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FACTOBIES  Iir  OSAKA  FKEFECTUAE. 

[TraiuIatlOD  from  Osaka  Asabl  Shlmbun,  Feb.  17,  trnnsmittcd  by  Vice  Consul 

L>oonuin,  Kobe,  Japan.] 

An  inTestigation  has  been  made  by  the  Osaka  prefectural  authori- 
ties of  the  number  of  factories,  fitctory  hands,  and  pieces  of  motive 
machinery  in  that  prefecture,  with  the  foUowing  result.  A  factory, 
to  come  within  tlie  field  of  investigation,  was  defined  as  a  pliice 
where  motive  machinery  is  used  and  where  50  or  more  factory  hands 
are  employed. 
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The  motive  machinery  used  in  those  establishments  is  classified  as 
follows: 


BrtabUilmients. 


Steam. 


Oas. 


Oil. 


Elec- 
tricity, 


Water. 


PjrtirDrlts  

luohinerv  

ShlpbulldinK  

Ue^  ware  

Cbemicals  

Ftreelain  and  potterr  

Hatches  

Leather  

Foodstu&s    .  .. 

Utaarilaneona   — 

SpaoW  plants (alaatrio  and  pa,  ate.). 


247 
M 
37 
140 
143 
32 


223 
42 
2 
01 
SO 
13 


ISO 
23 


11 

109 

no 

6 


Gl 
33 
13 
I 
3 

aoD 

31 


770 
4QS 

» 
817 
240 
160 
5 

19 
1,601 
901 

18 


51 


U 

146 
1 


aos 

71 


Total. 


778 


6S6 


5,175 


In  comparison  with  the  position  on  November  30,  1915,  there  is  a 
decrease  by  30  in  the  numoer  of  factories,  an  increase  of  337  male 
and  272  female  operatives,  and  an  increase  of  176  in  the  number  of 
pieces  of  motive  machinery. 

[Previous  statistics  covering  the  industries  of  Osaka  I^fecture  were  pub* 
lished  In  Coumbbce  Repobts  for  Nov.  15,  1915.] 


OOTEBHMEVT  FITBLZCATIONS  FOB  SALE. 

The  following  were  among  the  publications  received  in  stock  for 
sale  by  the  Superintendent  of  Documents  at  Washington  during  the 
week  ended  March  25 : 

standard  Test  Specimens  of  Zinc  Bronze;  Part  1.  Preparation  of  Siwclflcn- 
tions;  Part  2,  Mlcrostrncture,  StniMliirds  Technologic  PaixM-  .'lO. — ^Technical  work 
covering  tests  recommended,  methods  of  molding,  nietlioiis  of  making  the  alloy, 
pliysical  protierties,  etc.   Price,  paper,  25  cents. 

Packing  for  Export,  Suggestions  for  Preparation  of  Anierlcnn  Merchandise 
for  Sblmpent  to  Foreign  Countries,  Mlscclinueous  Series  5.  Itureau  of  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Commerce.— Practical  work  on  the  proper  pncl^iug  of  inerchuiidise 
for  ddiv^  to  foreign  countries.  Incliuling  the  general  tirobleui,  uietlioUs,  con- 
sular recommendations,  etc.  Price,  paper,  15  cents. 
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LARaE  INCREASE  IN  aiTAimTT  OF  KAinJFACrUREI)  ICE. 

The  quantity  of  ice  manufactured  in  the  United  States  in  1914 
was  45  per  cent  greater  than  it  was  in  1909.  The  value  of  the 
product  increased  41.2  per  cent  in  that  period.  The  United  States 
Bureau  of  the  Census  has  just  completed  its  preliminary  statement 
of  the  results  of  the  survey  of  the  industry  in  1914. 

Keturns  were  received  from  3,068  establisliments  ^gaged  in  the 
industry  in  1914,  whose  output  of  ice  for  that  year  amounted  to 
20,628,678  tons,  valued  at  $62,314^055.  At  the  1909  census  there  were 
reported  2,342  establishments,  with  an  output  of  14,230^08  tons  of 
ice,  valued  at  $44,139,053. 

The  number  of  establishments  for  1914  exceeded  the  number  re- 
ported for  1909  by  726,  or  31  per  cent;  the  increase  in  the  quantity  of 
ice  manufactured  amounted  to  6,398,470  tons,  and  the  value  increased 
by  $18,175,002.  Of  the  total  number  of  establishments  reported  in 
1914,  523  were  engaged  primarily  in  other  industries  and  manufac- 
tured 2,363,000  tons  of  ice,  valued  at  $7,090,000,  as  a  subsidiary  prod- 
uct. At  the  census  of  1909  338  establishments  reported  1,5^2,259 
tons  of  ice,  valued  at  $4,249,790,  as  a  subsidiary  product. 

For  the  establishments  engaged  primarily  in  the  manufacture  of 
ice  in  1914  and  in  1909,  the  quantity  and  cost  of  ammonia  used  were: 
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BEDircEB  onTFirr  of  bbowh  coai.  nr  boheua.  ^ 

[Consul  WaUacc  J.  Yoong,  Carlsbad,  Anstria,  Feb.  20.] 

The  output  of  brown  coal  in  the  Carlsbad  consular  district  for 
January,  1916,  was  1,569,600  long  tons,  which  was  23,100  tons  less 
than  for  January  of  last  year.  The  production  of  the  other  dis- 
tricts of  the  Monarchy  for  January,  1916,  was  377,200  long  tons,  ita 
increase  of  21,500  tons  over  the  amount  for  January,  1915.  A  short- 
age of  coal  cars  curtailed  the  production  with  resulting  price  change, 
and  both  the  manufacturer  and  the  householder  were  affected.  It 
is  annoxmced  that  new  Government  rules  have  been  put  into  force, 
and  it  is  expected  that  they  will  to  a  considerable  extent  ameliorate 
the  shortage. 

Imports  of  Paper  into  Costa  Rica. 

Consul  Chester  Donaldson,  at  Port  Limon,  Costa  Bics,  reports 
that  the  annual  imports  of  paper  into  that  country  are  valued  at 
about  $100,000  annually,  of  which  the  United  States  supplies  about 
15  per  cciifc,  Gorinany  36  per  cent,  and  Spain  18  per  cent  (practically 
Jill  cigarette  paper.)  The  names  of  the  principal  importers  of  paper 
in  the  Port  of  Ijiunn  district  can  be  obtained  at  the  Bureau  of  For- 
eign and  Dome. '■tic  Cuninierpe  or  its  district  offices.  Refer  to  file 
No.  74118. 
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BBITISH  COL^UBU  HNAVCUL  SIATEKENT. 

[Consul  General  R.  E.  Mnnsfleld,  Vancouver,  Mjir.  13.] 

At  the  opening  session  of  the  British  Columbia  Legislature  on 
February  29,  Premier  Bowser  presented  a  statement  of  the  Provin- 
cial Government  operating  expenses  for  the  year  ending  March  31, 
1915,  which  shows  an  expenditure  of  $t,000,000  in  excess  of  receipts. 
The  receipts  for  12  months  aggregated  $7,974,000,  and  the  expendi- 
tures $12,153,000.  "While  the  expenditures  sJiow  a  decrease,  the  Gov- 
ernment revenues  decreased  $2,500,000,  as  compared  witli  the  year 
ended  March  31, 1914. 

The  largest  item  in  the  expenditure  was  the  public-works  service, 
which  cost  $4,000,000.  Charges  in  connection  with  the  public  debt 
were  approximately  $1,000,0{X),  and  civil-service  salaries  aggregated 
$1,590,000.  The  fourth  largest  sum  is  $1,310,000,  expended  for  edu- 
cational purposes.  Other  items  ai-e:  Administration  of  justice  (sal- 
aries}, $63,392;  Ic^slation,  $86,000;  public  institutions,  $417,000; 
hospital  and  chanties,  $513,000;  administration  of  justice  (other 
than  salaries),  $404,000;  transport,  $57,000;  revenue  service,  $20,000. 
Works  and  building  expenditure  amounted  to  more  than  $1,500,000 
in  the  Public  Works  Department.  Roads,  streets,  bridges,  and 
wharves  cost  $2,357^000,  and  subsidies  to  steamboats,  ferries,  and 
bridges  were  approximately  $100,000. 

The  receipts  include  the  Dominion  Government  subsidy,  aggre- 
gating more  than  $700,000.  Land  sales  totaled  $749,000,  and  land 
revenue  $127,469.  The  largest  item  of  revraue  was  derived  from  tke- 
timber  resources  of  the  Province,  leases  being  credited  with  $80,000; 
timber  licenses,  $1,381,000;  timber  royalties,  $373,439;  and  timber 
sales,  $47,000.  More  than  $500,000  was  derived  from  real  property 
tax ;  land  taxes  yielded  $646,000,  and  income  taxes  $428,000.  Ohinese 
immigration  brought  in  $250,000. 


INCREASED  TOBACCO  CROPS  IN  COSTA  RICA. 

[CoDgnl  Chester  DoDBlOwm,  Port  Llmon,  Uar.  8.1 

•gince  the  establishment  of  a  large  tobacco  factory  at  San  Jose,  the 
annual  imports  of  tobacco  have  decreased  about  50  per  cent.  It  was 
found  better  to  manufacture  plug  tobacco,  cigars,  and  cigarettes  i& 
this  country  than  to  attempt  to  import  them  and  pay  the  almost 
prohibitive  duty  on  their  products  (4  colones  per  Kilo;  about  85 
cents  United  States  gold  per  pound,  plus  a  surtax  of  5  per  cent  of 
the  duty  on  imports  for  consumption  at  Port  Limon).  Efforts  have 
been  made,  therefore,  to  encourage  the  raising  of  tobacco  in  the 
sections  of  Costa  Rica  where  the  best  tobacco  is  grown,  and  manu- 
facturers now  are  able  to  obtain  the  largest  part  of  the  mat^al 
from  the  local  planters.  Thus  they  do  not  have  to  pay  duty  and  are 
able  to  undersell  the  imported  article.  There  is,  however,  always 
some  demand  for  foreign  makes  of  cigars  and  cigarettes  and,  conse- 
quently, some  importation. 

[A  list  of  the  principal  tobacco  Importers  in  Port  Limon  niny  be  obtained 
from  Ote  Bnreau  ot  Foreign  and  Domestic  OtHumerce  or  Its  district  offic«ri^ 
liefer  to  file  No.  71117.] 
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ABTICLES  OF  TBASE  FOR  BOUVIA. 

ISpeelal  Agent  j.  A.  UaaaelO 

The  following  data  with  regard  to  articles  which  find  a  ready 
market  in  Bolivia  have  been  obtained  from  business  mcn^with  wide 
local  experience.  It  fihonld  be  noted  that  by  "  port  of  discharge  "  is 
meant  either  Mollendo,  Peru,  or  Arica  or  Antofagasta,  Chile,  which 
are  the  coast  termini  of  the  railroads  to  BoUvia. 

Portland  Cement — Coal — Ore  Bags. 

The  annual  importation  of  Portland  cement  is  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  200,000  barrels,  most  of  which  formerly  came  from  Germany. 
Any  good  brand  can  be  introduced  if  it  compares  favorably  with  the 
best  known  grades  already  on  the  local  market.  Quotations  must  be 
made  c.  i.  f.  port  of  discharge.  Cement  is  xisually  sold  in  barrels  of 
400  pounds  each.  In  sacks  it  has  a  very  small  demand  and  can  only 
be  imported  during  the  dry  season,  from  June  to  October. 

Coal  shipped  to  Bolivia  for  railways  and  power  plants  should  be 
equal  to  the  average  Welsh  or  Australian  steam  coal.  The  appro^- 
mate  consumption  per  annum  is  34,000  tons.  Quotations  diould  be 
made  c.  i.  f.  port  of  discharge.  The  price  of  coal  at  La  Paz  or  Oruro 
is  from  $40  to  $45  per  long  ton. 

A  large  number  of  ore  bags  can  be  sold.  They  should  be  made  to 
carry  50  kilos  (110  pounds)  and  are  to  be  used  for  oxide  of  copper 
ore  or  tin  concentrates.   Prices  Should  be  about  $0.07  or  $0.08  per 
sack,  c.  i.  f.  port  of  discharge. 
Bemand  for  Hosiery  and  Cotton  Flannels. 

There  is  nearly  always  a  good  demand  for  cheap  hosiery  for  men, 
women  and  children.  Almost  ,any  style  may  be  sold,  but  the  most 
popular  brands  are  in  fancy  colors  and  stripes,  plain  fast  colors  being 
in  little  diemand.  The  greatest  sale  is  for  the  cheaper  grades  in 
cotton,  and  orders  may  be  obtained  from  samples.  Nearlv  the  saipe 
thing  applies  to  shirts  and  underwear,  though  in  the  iormer  the 
market  is  a  bit  more  discriminating  and  appreciates  the  latest  stripes 
and  novelties. 

There  is  a  good  demand  for  cotton  flannels  in  all  styles  and  colors, 
plain  and  printed.   The  importations  for  1914  amounted  to  C12  tons 
with  an  approximate  value  of  $300,000.   Orders  ciin  be'obtaiAi^tl 
from  samples.  -J 
Xarge  Consnmptlon  of  Kerosene  and  Lumber. 

There  is  a  large  demand  for  kerosene,  and  the  imports  for  1914 
amounted  to  2,750  tons.  Orders  can  be  obtained  only  on  the  basis 
of  c.  i.  f.  prices,  including  insurance  against  all  risks  from  factory  to 
the  consumer's  storehouse.  The  loss  usually  amounts  to  about  three 
per  cent. 

Lumber  sells  in  large  quantities,  and  the  imports  for  1914  amounted 
to  18,000  tons  with  a  declared  valuation  ot  about  $200,000.  This 
Imc  is  always  sold  c.  i.  1  port  of  discharge.  Quotations  may  be  per 
IjOOO  feet.  Imports  consist  mainly  of  Douglas  fir  or  merchantable, 
random  lengths. 

Imports  of  Flour  and  Bice — Condensed  Hllk. 

The  imports  of  wlieat  fiour  in  1914  amounted  to  16,000  tons,  most 
of  which  was  the  Pacific  coast  product  from  the  United  Staties.  Any 
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new  brand  can  be  introduced  if  the  price  is  the  same  as  for  the  well- 
known  kinds.  Quotations  should  be  made  c.  i.  f.  port  of  discharge 
per  Spanish  quintal  of  101.44  pounds.  Flour  should  be  put  up  in 
white  cotton  sacks  of  50  Spanish  pounds  {50.72  American  pounds) 
each,  and  two  such  sacks  packed  in  one  jute  bag  for  shipment. 

Imports  of  rice  for  1014  amounted  to  200  tons,  most  of  it  coming 
from  Banglvok  and  Kangoon.  Packing  and  quotations  should  be  the 
same  as  for  flour. 

A  good  business  can  be  done  in  cheap  condensed  milk  in  otie-half 
and  one  pound  tins.  Any  brand  can  be  introduced  if  the  price  com- 
pares favorably  with  the  cheap  Italian  and  German  brands.  Prices 
must  be  quoted  per  case  of  so  many  tins,  c.  i.  f.  port  of  entry. 

Window  Glass,  Galvanized  Sheets,  and  Tin  Plate— Other  Articles. 

The  amount  of  window  glass  imported  in  1914  was  200  tons  and 
nearly  all  came  from  Belgium.  It  seems  that  the  present  would  be 
an  opportune  time  for  American  manufacturei's  to  introduce  their 
window  and  plate  glass. 

Tin  plate,  bar  steel,  and  corrugated  iron  are  all  sold  in  good  quan- 
tities for  construction  work.  Quotations  should  be  c.  i.  f.  port  of 
discharge  per  long  ton.  For  galvanized  sheets  the  demand  is  prin- 
cipally for  24  and  26  gauge,  G-foot  length,  corrugated.  There  is 
also  a  small  demand  for  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  and  10  foot  lengths.  Plain 
galvanized  sheets  have  very  little  demand.  There  is  some  call  for 
28  and  29  gauge  in  6,  7,  8,  and  9  foot  lengths.  The  usual  paddng 
of  tin  plate  is  112  sheets  in  cases  of  107  pounds,  14  by  20  inches. 

Manufacturers  who  have  a  representative  on  the  groimd  to  display ' 
samples  and  are  willing  to  allow  the  usual  terms — that  is,  30,  60,  or 
90  day  drafts — can  obtoin  regular  orders  ftn*  the  following  artiues: 
Sewing  machines,  felt  and  straw  hats,  ladies*  suits,  wall  paper, 
porcelain  and  china  ware,  oilcloth  and  linoleum,  canned  fruits  and 
vegetables,  kid,  silk,  and  cotton  gloves  for  men,  women,  and  children, 
electrical  'supplies,  toys,  buttons,  neckwear,  wrapping  paper,  beer 
bottles,  chocolates  and  candies,  and  leather,  patent  kid,  and  box  calf 
for  shoe  manufacturing. 

'  [American  Hlslster  John  D.  Oftcnr,  La  Pas,  Feb.  23.] 

Trpf^Tons  Times  for  Bolivia. 

General  prcffiperity  has  succeeded  the  depression  that  followed  the 
outbreak  of  war  in  Europe.  Among  the  main  factors  in  the  improve- 
ment of  business  conditions  is  the  heavy  exportation  of  minerals, 
principall^r  tin  and  tungsten  ores,  whrch  have  been  found  in  large 
quantities  in  various  districts  of  Bolivia,  ;ind  which,  as  is  known,  are 
selling  at  very  high  prices.  Tungsten  ores  averaging  70  per  cent  are 
selling  in  Bogota  for  600  bolivianos  ($233.58  at  normal  exchange) 
per  quintal  of  100  pounds.  There  have  been  recent  discoveries  of 
vanadium,  molybdenum,  and  similar  ores,  and  there  is  a  veritable 
boom  in  mining. 

Exchange  has  risen  with  great  rapidity,  and  the  poun5  sterling,  the 
official  value  of  which  is  12.50  bolivianos  (equaling  19.2  pence  to  the 
boliviano),  is  now  worth  only  12.22  bolivianos  (making  the  boliviane 
worth  19.64  pence).  Sight  drafts  are  being  quoted  by  the  Bank  of 
the  Bolivian  Nation,  which  is  known  as  the  authorized  official  quota- 
tion, at  19.375  pence  per  boliviano,  and  00-day  di'afts  at  19.625  pence.  - 
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The  National  Treasury  on  February  23  fixed  its  rate  of  exchange  foP 
90-day  drafts  on  London  at  19.75  pence  per  boliviaao.  The  leading 
newspapers  of  the  Bepublic  have  become  aiarmed  at  the  rise  in  ex- 
change, which  they  do  not  deem  advantageous  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  country ;  and  the  Diario,  in  an  editorial,  makes  a  statement  to  the 
effect  that  the  Government  has  taken  the  necessary  steps  to  Iraep  ex- 
change at  its  present  rate. 

FBOPOSAIS  FOB  aOVEBNlCEirT  SUTPUES  ABS  COBBTXnCnOV. 

tCorreBpoDdence  Bhould  be  dtrcrt  wttb  the  offices  named,  and  specUlcatlDBs  can  luaallT 
be  obtained  at  the  points  where  tbe  gooiB  are  to  be  deUvered  or  the  work  Is  to  bepaw 
formed.  In  cases  where  the  time  Umlt  Is  tco  abort  to  permit  flnns  to  mbmft  taMok 
tber  sboald  aak  to  be  placed  on  the  maUlnff  lists  of  socb  cActK  to  receive  Dotlecs  '■^iwnr 
for  fotore  supplies  or  work  of  a  idmilar  nature.] 

Lance  poles,  No.  3077.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
Chief  Signal  Officer,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  untU  April  3, 
1916,  for  furnishing  lance  poles.  Further  tnformatlon  may  be  obtained  on 
application  to  tlie  above-named  office. 

Oil  engines,  No.  3078.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Lighthouse 
Inspector,  Portland,  Me.,  until  April  10,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  deUver- 
Ing  two  Iieroseue  burning  oil  engines  with  air  compressors.  Further  In- 
formation may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Lighthouse  Iniq)ector, 
Portland. 

Wooti-frame  quarters.  No.  3079.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  D^rtment,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
April  8, 1916,  for  constructing  one  wood-frame  quarters  at  the  Naval  Radio 
Station,  Isabel,  Tex.  Plans  and  speelflcattons  may  be  obtained  on  appli- 
cation to  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks. 

Kerosene,  No.  3080. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  Lighthouse  In- 
i^ector,  Tompklnsville,  N.  Y.,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  approximately 
75^000  gallons  of  kerosene.  Further  infommtton  may  be  obtained  on  ap- 
plication to  tbe  Lighthouse  Inspector,  Tompklnsrllle. 

Panama  Canal  supplies.  No.  3081. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  General  Purchasing  Officer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Washington, 
D.  0.,  tutil  April  8, 1916,  for  furnishing  by  steamer,  free  of  all  charges,  on 
dock  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  port  of  Ancon  (Balboa.  Canal 
Zone)  (Pacific  port),  Isthmus  of  Panama,  laundry  washers,  track  ftogs^ 
switches,  switch  stands,  steel  plates  and  billets,  pig  Iron,  malleable-Iron 
castings,  steel  and  iron  pipe,  lead  pipe,  mule  shoes,  nails,  wire  netting, 
bronze  bars,  sheet  copper,  copper  tubing,  zinc  plate,  cable  clips,  vises, 
shovels,  stock  and  dies,  reamers,  drills,  bits,  hammers,  hatchets,  axes, 
machetes,  chisels,  saws,  planes,  wrenches,  pliers,  pipe  tongs,  flies,  grommets, 
grease  cups,  distress  outfits,  emery-wheel  dressers,  clocks,  marine  lights, 
coldralne  brushes  wagon  rims,  watt-hour  m^ers,  panel  boards,  marine 
fixtures,  electrical  fittings,  cotton  waste,  monlla  rope,  hose,  asbestos  pack- 
ing, fire  brick,  asbestos  c^ent,  ferromangaaese,  turpentine  substltate^ 
filing  boxes.  Journal  books,  cardboard,  manlla  tags,  and  cypress  ties.  (Cir- 
cular No.  1023.) 

Wire,  No.  ^)82.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Chief 
Signal  Officer,  War  D^rtment.  Washington,  D.  C,  until  Aprtl  1,  1016,  far 
furnishing  field  wire  in  lots  of  200,  400,  600,  800,  and  1,000  miles.  Further 
Information  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  above-named  office. 

Hand  tOiocU,  No.  8083.— Seated  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medical  Supply 
Depot,  UnUed  States  Army.  543  Greenwich  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  until 
April  10,  1916,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  4,000  dozen  bonmed,  union, 

huck  hand  towels. 

Red  lead.  No.  3084.— Sealed  proposals  vrlM  he  received  by  the  Ugbthoose  In- 
spector, Tompklnsville.  N.  Y..  until  April  7,  1916,  for  famishing  and  ddlv- 
erlng  to  General  Lighthouse  Depot,  TomidclnsvlHe,  N.  T.,  20,000  pounds  q( 
red  lead.  Further  Information  may  be  obtained  on  aptilliaitSon  to  flw 
Lighthouse  Inspector,  Tompklnsville. 
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Steel  towers.  No.  3085.— Sealed  pn^osals  wni  be  recetred  at  the  Bureati  of 
Yards  and  Dwks,  Navy  Department.  WashinRton,  D.  C,  until  April  29, 
iSlQ,  for  constructine  two  ^0-foot  steel  towers  at  the  Pafific  coast  loiiiedo 
station,  Kon^ort,  Waslu  Plans  and  siHwifloations  may  be  olitoined  on  ai^i- 
CQtlon  to  the  Goramandant.  Navy  Taid,  Bremerton,  Wasli,,  or  to  the  Biu^eau 
of  Yards  and  Docks,  l!S''ashlngton. 

Lar4,  No.  30SC. — Scaled  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  ti*e  Depot 
Qua  rtenn  aster,  United  States  Army,  115  ¥iast  Ontario  Street,  Chicago,  111., 
until  April  4,  191(1,  for  furnishing  and  delivering  20,000  pounds  of  issue 
lard. 

Fuel  and  ice.  No.  30S7. — Sealed  pn^posals  will  be  received  by  tlte  General  Sup- 
ply Committee,  Washlsgt(m,  D.  C,  until  A[m41  20,  1816,  for  furnishing  fuel 
and  Ice  for  «se  by  the  executive  (lepai'tments  and  other  GoveruDKnt  esta.1>> 
Usbmenta  In  Washington  during  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July  1,  1936,  and 
ending  June  90,  1917.  Further  Information  may  be  obtained  on  applicatiOB 
to  t3ie  Oenntd  Supply  Oommit^,  Washington. 

Baoon,  ham,  ast4  tauiage,  No.  SOSS. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
oflioe  of  the  Depot  Quarterma.<tter,  United  States  Army,  115  East  Ontario 
'  Street,  l^dca^  lU. ;  KaiKas  City,  Uo. ;  or  Omaha.  Nebr.,  until  April  6, 
1S16|,  for  fumisblag  and  dellverliig  720  pounds  of  breakfast  baoon,  0,500 
.pounds  of  Bugar-cmed  baa,  and  8,400  cans  ot  aaoaage. 


AKEBIG&H  COSSnTL&A  omCEfiS  OK  lEAVS  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  American  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  §lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  rel^ive  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdicUons: 


Num. 

Post. 

E^plra- 

tlOD  of 
venue. 

Address. 

BnOljtj,  WiOiam  Uuriaoo. . . 

Talb^kM,  T^wM  

T«KR<e*lp*,  Hcadiirm] 
Singapore,  St  ritta  Sat- 
tumcDta. 

HaKtauNvmaaMte.. 

Apr.  1 
Apr.  A 

Apr.  2S 

lur  as 
itar  « 

1B78  Wwt  gotfa  SUMt,  Q«velan4,  Obla. 
Cmtaij  Oub,  7  Wert  4M  Btml,  New 
YorkCtty. 

& 

Barau  of  Forrim  and  DoDiHtlc  Coai> 
mere*.  Boom  403,  dutomtaouse,  Ncnr 
York. 

S44  SoBtb  KUn  Street,  Uridcn,  III. 

•'The  Itiaerarr  «f  Ctmanl  Lawtoa  !■  wtMrtaatlally  «•  CoUows :  CkattaBooga,  Kar.  20  ta 
Apt,  l;  CIndAutl.  Apr.  2  to  16;  WuUaston.  Apr.  17  to  2S. 


"  IHFOKXATZOIT  FBOVIUKU  FOfi  Qtlin&SGE  OF  XAADIEBS. 

'  Important  information  of  valne  to  mariners  throughout  the  regions 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  is  contained  in  the 
weekly  publication  issued  jointly  by  the  United  States  Bureau  of 
I4ghthouses  and  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  of  the  Department 
of  Conuneroe.  Corrections  to  be  applied  to  charts  to  keep  them  up 
to  date  are  included  in  the  "  Notice  to  Mariners."  Announcements  of 
new  charts,  new  editions  of  charts,  charts  canceled,  editions  canceled, 
and  of  the  various  new  publications  of  the  Survey  are  made.  There 
are  also  statements  on  behalf  of  the  Lighthouse  Service  of  all  changes 
in  lights,  buoys,  fog  signals,  and  other  aids  to  navigation,  including 
ooriectiofis  to  publL^ed  lists  and  similar  items  affecting  navigable 
waters.  Copies  may  be  obtained  from  the  Division  of  Publications, 
Department  of  Cooamer^  Was^ngton,  D.  C. 
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OpMMEROE  BEPOBXa; 


FOBEZGH  TSADE  OPPOATUimiES. 

Beaerred  addresses  mu  be  obtatned  from  tfa«  Bwem  and  Its  diatrtat  •■«•■.  Bemtest 
for  each  opportniutj  should  be  on  a  •qwrate  sheet  and  the  flle  msMber  given. 

Silk,  No.  20024.— An  American  consnlar  officer  in  Spain  repcHts  that  a  flnn  in 
Ills  district,  which  Is  engaged  In  the  mannCocture  of  necktfes.  desires  to 
Import  large  quantities  of  silk  piece  goods  In  colors  and  all  kinds  of  nov- 
elties to  be  used  In  the  manufacture  of  cravats.  Bank  refer^Ke  is  givoL 
Ciorrespondence  should  be  in  Spanish. 

Maehincry,  No.  20^.— A  firm  In  Aft-ica,  which  ts  engaged  In  the  manofactore  of 
•  ice,  informs  an  American  consular  officer  that  It  Is  contemplating  the  enc- 
tlon  of  a  brewery ;  that  It  expects  to  obtain  the  exclusive  concession  for  the 
making  of  beer  in  that  district  The  flnn  desires  to  receive  cataloeoes  of 
brewery  machine.  Full  Informatlm  should  be  sent  at  once. 

Traclorg,  Na  20^6. — ^An  American  consnlar  officer  In  France  r^Kuts  Uiat  an 
agricultural  implement  dealer  In  his  district  desires  to  get  Into  communica- 
tion with  American  manufacturers  of  farm  tractors.  The  dealer  wishes  to 
conunuulcate  with  a  manufacturer  who  Is  wtlliag  to  study  the  requirements 
of  the  district.  The  man  states  that  be  believes  that  In  the  near  future 
there  will  be  n  large  demand  for  reliable  small  tractors,  and  that  he  will  be 
ready  to  undertake  an  advertising  campaign  for  the  Introduction  of  tractors 
of  this  description.   Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Cloth  for  »hoe  uppers.  No.  20627. — A  Arm  In  Norway  writes  an  American  con- 
sular officer  that  It  desires  to  be  placed  In  communication  with  American 
manufacturers  of  colored  cloth  for  shoe  u[^>er8.  Samples  and  quotations 
are  desired.  It  Is  stated  that  cosh  will  be  paid  against  documents  in  Kew 
York  City.   Bank  references  are  given. 

Fancy  tUc  and  mosaic  tcorfc,  No.  20628. — An  American  consular  officer  in  Cen- 
tral America  transmits  the  name  and  address  of  a  contractor  ond  builder  in 
liis  dLsti-lct  who  desires  to  receive  catalogues  and  quotations  from  manufnc- 
turers  of  faucy  tile  and  mosaic  work  for  bathrooms,  etc.  Business  will  be 
transacted  on  a  cash  basis  or  00  days'  credit  terms.  Bank  retraces  are 
given. 

A  uiomobUca,  motor  trucks,  and  agricultural  maehinery.  No.  20629. — A  business 
man  iu  Africa  has  informed  an  American  consular  officer  that  be  desires  to 
represent  American  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  low-priced  antMncMtes, 
light  motor  trucks,  and  agricultural  machinery.  He  wishes  to  secure  the 
agency  on  a  commission  Imsis.  It  is  stated  that  cash  wilt  be  paid  agatost 
bill  of  lading  at  i>ort  of  destination.  The  name  of  a  bank  throiUEh  whldi 
documents  may  be  sent  has  been  transmitted.  Correspondence  is  preferred 
in  Portugese,  but  English  or  French  may  be  used. 

Industrtal  chemicals.  No.  20630. — A  business  man  In  Spain  Informs  an  Ameri- 
can consular  officer  that  he  desires  to  purchase  wholesale  quantities  of 
chemicals  and  supplies  for  use  In  textile  and  leather  Indnstrles.  Refereocea 
arc  given.  Correspondence  may  be  In  En^lsh. 

roicer  press.  No.  20631.— A  contractor  In  Guatemala  informs  an  American  o»n- 
sular  officer  that  he  wishes  to  set  Into  communication  with  Aiueric-nn  nianu- 
facrturers  of  power  presses  for  making  cement  tile  for  floors,  with  equip- 
ment of  molds  for  various  Rlzva  of  tlie,  olso  designs  for  fancy  brick, 
ilons-j-  service  and  speed  ore  rcquireil.  Quotations  should  be  made  for  cash 
imyment  or  00  days*  credit.   Bank  references  are  given. 


District  Offices  of  flie  Bureau  of  Foireign  and  Domestic  Commeree. 

New  York,  Soom  409  United  States  Customhouse;  Boston,  eighteenth  floor 
United  States  Customhouse ;  Chicago,  504  Federal  Bulldittg;  St  Loois,  408  Third 
National  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  621  Post  Office  BuUdiag;  New  Orleans.  1«M 
Hibemla  Bank  Bnildiag;  San  Franeisco,  806  United  States  Castomhoase;  Seattle, 
82S  Alaska  Building.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Assistant  General  Freight  Agent,  Cin- 
cinnati, New  Orleans  &  Texas  Pacific  By.  Co.,  Cincinnati;  t«s  Angeles,  Chamber  of 
Commerce;  Detroit,  Board  of  Commerce;  Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  Ooauaene; 
Soath  American  Agent,  Sontbem  By.  Co.,  Chattanooga,  lean. 

WABIf  IXfiTOX  :  COVaBKHIItX  rVIKTINO  OmOB  :  IBM 
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jCAHASIAir  EMBABGO  OH  ASBESTOS. 

[Tdfgram  from  American  consul  eoneral,  Ottawa,  Mar.  29.1 

Asbestos  embargo  order  passed  last  Friday  not  yet  effective.  Ex- 
portation limited  to  British  countries  except  under  license.  Am 
assured  licenses  will  be  granted  for  shipments  to  be  consumed  in  the 
United  States. 

LABGE  FOBEIOH  SEHAKS  FOB  HETAX8. 

[Consul  Kdward  A.  Dow,  St.  Stephen,  New  Brunswick,  Canada,  Uar.  18.] 

The  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Canada  has  compiled 
a  list  of  the  more  important  trade  inquiries  from  abroad  for  manu- 
factured articles  for  1916  up  to  February  24.  Seven  lines  of  goods 
showed  more  than  30  inquiries,  and  of  these,  wire,  steel  manufactures, 
nails,  and  iron  and  manufactures  held  the  first  four  places,  with, 
hardware  in  sixth  place.  There  were  also  many  calls  for  machinery, 
tools,  shovels,  tubing,  and  electrical  goods. 

For  the  nine  months  ended  December  31,  1915,  Canada  exported 
$511,534,048  worth  of  goods,  an  increase  of  $204,711,009  over  the 
same  period  in  1914.  As  illustrative  of  the  supply  of  foreign  demand 
of  metals,  the  export  of  iron  and  steel  for  this  period  was  second 
only  to  that  of  wheat,  tJie  iron  and  steel  export  values  increasing 
from  $8,323,858  in  the  1914  period  to  $35,506,419  in  1915. 

AMEBICAN  PLANT  WILL  USE  CANADI&K  FISH  WASTE. 

[Consul  Edward  A,  Dow,  St.  Stepben,  New  Brunswick,  Canada,  Mar.  22.1 

About  April  15  the  Sanitary  Rendering  Co.,  of  Lubec,  Me.,  on 
the  American  border,  will  complete  its  ractory,  now  in  course  of 
erection,  for  extracting  oil  from  herring  waste  and  making  dried 
fish  scrap  from  the  residue.  The  company  plans  to  turn  out  about 
760  barrels  of  oil  and  300  tons  of  fish  scrap  this  year. 

The  fish  will  for  tlie  most  part  be  caught  near  Grand  Manan 
Island,  New  Brunswick,  and  will  be  imported  into'Lubec  after  being 
cured  by  Canadians.  Tlie  sale  of  smoked  herring  has  been  one  of  the 
chief  export  activities  of  the  St.  Stephen  district  for  many  ycai-s,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  the  utilization  of  the  waste  will  still  fui'tner  increase 
the  value  of  this  trade. 

«4B0*-U  1265 
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KEXICAir  OIL  BHZFMEHTS  TO  mnTED  STATES. 

[CofWDl  Claodc  I.  DavBOD,  Tampleo,  Har.  8.] 

During  February  937^16  barrels  of  crude  oil  were  shipped  from 
Tampico  to  ports  in  the  United  States,  as  compared  with  7464.64 
barrels  for  February,  1915.  Of  this  amount  214^62  barrels  went  to 
Galveston,  163,413  to  New  York,  116,285  to  New  Orleans,  103,000  to 
Baltimore,  63,505  to  Port  Arthur,  Tex.,  48,530  to  Port  Aransas, 
Tex.,  48,000  to  Sabine,  Tex.,  43,223  to  Philadelphia,  33,218  to  Free- 
port.  Tex.,  29,880  to  Providence,  R.  I.,  25,000  to  Ponce,  Puerto  Rico, 
20,000  to  Warner,  N.  J.,  and  19,000  barrels  to  Jacksonville,  Fl*. 
There  was  also  a  ^ipment  of  oil  from  Tampico  to  Campana,  Argen- 
tine Republic,  amounting  to  26,710  barrels. 

The  Huasteca  Petroleum  Co.  supplied  242,851  barrels  of  the 
month^s  shipments  from  Tampico  to  uie  United  States,  the  Standard 
Oil  Co.  of  New  Jersey  218,000  barrels,  the  East  Coast  Oil  Co.  126.462, 
the  Freeport  Mexican  Fuel  Oil  Co.  116,286,  the  Tampico  Co.  91,918, 
the  Mexican  Gulf  Oil  Co.  59,000,  the  National  Oil  Co.  53,000,  and 
the  Panuco  Valley  Oil  Fields  (Ltd.)  30,000  barrels. 

Last  month  373,479  barrels  of  Mexican  crude  were  shipped  from 
the  port  of  Tuxpam  to  the  United  States  by  the  Compania  de  P^ro- 
leo  "  El  Aguila  "  S.  A.  and  the  Penn  Mex  Fuel  Co»  the  former  send- 
ing 78,733  barrels  to  Baton  Rouge.  La.,  48,697  to  Port  Tampa,  Fla., 
41,72fi  to  New  York,  35,411  to  Algiers,  La.,  21,671  to  Sabine,  Tex., 
20,077  to  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  and  7,905  barrels  to  Baltimore,  Md.  Be- 
sides the  amrunt  exported  to  the  United  States  ihe  Cia.  de  Petroleo 
"ElAgiiila"  S.  A.  made  a  number  of  shipments  to  England  and  also  to 
its  refinery  ut  Minatitian,  Mexico.  The  Penn  Mex  Fuel  Co.  delivered 
3!>,743  barrels  to  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  352997  to  New  York,  23,554  to 
Tnmpa,  Fla.,  and  20,065  barrels  to  Key  West,  Fla. 

7AFAir&S£  COAL  SXTUATIOH  IHFBOTED. 

"  The  Japanese  coal  market  is  emerging  from  the  depressed  con- 
dition that  has  lon^  oppressed  it,  and  already  in  some  quarters  the 
advisability  of  abolishmg  the  short-time  agreement  which  coal-field 
owners  concluded  some  time  ago  for  the  relief  of  overstocking  is 
discussed,  though  it  may  be  some  time  before  it  will  be  formally 
taken  up  by  mine  owners,"  the  Japan  Times  states. 

In  discussing  the  improved  situation,  the  paper  says  that  the  war 
dealt  a  blow  to  the  coal  trade  by  restricting  industrial  activities  in 
Japan  and  decreasing  the  calls  of  foreign  ships  at  its  ports.  Once  the 
visible  stock  at  the  principal  ports  amounted  to  more  than  1,800,000 
tons,  when  it  was  decided  by  mine  owners  to  go  on  short  time.  The 
effects  of  this  decision  to  cut  down  the  production  by  20  or  BO  per  cent 
were  soon  felt.  When  domestic  demand  sprang  up  again  a  remedy 
was  offered.  Since  last  spring,  when  a  rally  was  introduced  in  in- 
dustrial circles,  the  visible  supplv  has  gone  on  decreasing,  and  now 
the  total  stock  is  estimated  by  the  Japan  Times  at  900,000  tons  or 
lower.  The  price,  too,  has  steadied  slowly  in  all  tines^  it  aajB. 

According  to  invoices  certified  at  the  American  consulate  mt  Cairo, 
Egypt,  the  exports  of  gum  arabic  to  the  United  States  deowaed  in 
value  from  $33«,070  for  1914  to  $177,932  for  1915, 
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C£NTBAL  AKERICA  AS  AN  EXFOBT  FIELB. 


Prospects  for  American  trade  and  capital  in  Central  America  are 
shown  to  be  promising,  in  a  report  that  has  been  issued  by  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Dom^ic  Commerce,  based  upon  personal  study  of 
those  I^tin  countries  by  a  representative  of  the  bureau,  Mr.  Garrard 
Harris. 

The  report  takes  up  each  Central  American  country  in  turn  and 
describes  its  physical  features  and  climate,  the  character  of  the  popu- 
lation, and  the  "means  of  communication.  It  then  refers  to  the  agri- 
cultural, timber,  and  mining  resources  and  the  manufacturing  in- 
dustries, and  gives  a  general  description  of  the  Government,  a  sketch 
of  the  banking  system,  and  a  statistical  study  of  the  foreign  trade. 
The  section  devoted  to  each  country  is  closed  by  an  outline  of  the 
future  prospects  of  trade  and  business  in  that  cotmtir  and  a  list  of 
specific  commercial  openings.  There  are  three  appendices — the  first, 
a  description  of  a  practical  route  through  Central  America  for  com- 
mercial travelers;  the  second,  regulations  affecting  commercial 
travelers;  and  the  third,  a  list  of  publications  concerning  Central 
America. 

The  author  finds  that  we  already  sell  about  50  per  'cent  of  the 
goods  imported  by  Central  America,  but  is  strongly  of  the  opinion 
that  a  much  larger  percentage  of  the  business  should  be  done  by 
Americans  as  a  result  of  present  opportunities.  To  make  the  most 
of  these  opportunities,  however,  Mr.  Harris  declares  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  inv^^t  more  American  capital  in  the  republics,  to  extend 
niore  liberal  credits,  to  improve  banking  facilities  for  export  trade, 
and  to  make  more  direct  and  personal  efforts  in  the  markets. 

American  trade  with  Guatemala  is  cited  as  an  example  of  what 
investments  in  a  foreign  country  can  do  toward  promoting  trade 
with  that  country.  American  capital  has  been  invested  freely  in  the 
banana  industry  in  Guatemala,  and  practically  all  the  supplies  needed 
by  the  fruit  companies  and  their  employees  have  been  imported 
from  the  United  States.  A  very  cordial  feeling  has  been  developed 
in  Guatemala  toward  the  United  States. 

The  exact  title  of  the  new  handbook  is  "  Central  America  as  an 
Export  Field,"  Special  Agents  Series  No.  113.  It  contains  229  pages, 
including  seven  halftone  illustrations  and  one  map,  and  is  for  sale 
at  the  nominal  price  of  30  cents  by  the  district  offices  of  the  Bureau 
of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  and  by  the  Superintendent  of 
Documents,  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington. 


to-day  sold  to  a  Karachi  firm  nn  initial  order  of  $5,000  worth  of  the 
better  grades  of  boots  and  shoes.  This  success  is  the  direct  result  of 
information  supplied  by  this  consulate  [see  Commerce  Reports  for 
Oct.  8,  1915],  and  1  look  upon  it  as  an  important  advance,  as  there 
has  never  been  an  •  agency  for  American  footwear  here.  Several 
stores  have  handled  small  Quantities,  but  never  to  the  extent  planned 
by  this  firm.  The  usual  foreign  imitations  of  Ajmerican  lasts  and 
styles  have  been  sold  here  for  some  time: 


AHEBICAN  SHOES  FOB  NORTHWEST  INDIA. 

[Consul  J&mea  Oliver  Lalng,  Karachi,  Feb.  14.] 

resentative  of  several  American  shoe  manufacturers  has 
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M  OTEIOVT  OF  COAL  AMD  COKB. 

The  following  table  shows  the  moTemeiit  of  ooal  uid  ooke  oT«r  13 
leading  eastern  railroacU  during  December,  1914  and  1915: 
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Ttwuh'wl  ffwi  nmimn 
tkm. 


m» 


1114 


OOALCX&miKD  rOB  UTOIUI 
OHLT. 


B.  AO  

B.R.A  P  

B.  A  Sioq  

C.  4  O  

Erie  

H.  &  B.  T.  U . 

p.  &  L.  E  

P.  8.  A  N  

VlRinlm  

W.  Ud  , 


Short  Umt. 


en.soa 

'io6,'Geo 


4t 

MS.9H 


au 


 2 


UB.340 

a.m 

1,3U6 
1,083 

m,m 

2 

4U,7U 
71 
1,001 


27,000 


103,000 
»,1» 
970 
1,447 
105.680 
W 
484,080 

ao5 

l,i8T 
US 
41.000 


U&.240 
13,20 
1,700 

i.ooa 
a&,Mo 

•60^239 
71 
1,001 

in 

27,600 


Total. 


BttumlBoiis: 

B.&0  

B.  R.  it  P  

B.  «  Busq  

C.  A  O  

ErtB  

II.  &  B.  T.  H  

H.  Y.  C.  (BnllBlo  and 

East)  

N.  *  W  

Pom  

P.  &  T,.  K  

P.  8.  A  N  

Virdnian  

w.lid  


Tobd. 


COAL  CAMMOO  FSE  COHrAMT 
rUKL. 

Anthraclta: 

B.  AO  

Krie  

rum  


ToUl 


Bltumlnoaff: 

n.A  o  

B  n-  &  p  

B.  A  Riisq  

C.  A  0  

Erio  

ir.  A  li.  T.  M  

N.  Y.  ('.  (Buffo)uand  Easi) 

N.  A  W  

IVnn  

P.  A  L-  E  , 

1',  B.  A  N  

Virf  inian  

W.  Md  


Total 


COKR  CARRIED  FOR  RKVK> 
NUe  AND  SV&t. 


B.  A  O  

B.  K.  A  P  

B.  A  SusQ  

r.  A  O...  

Erie  

H.  A  B.  T.  If  

N.  A  W  

I'enii  

P.  A  L.  B  


1.173,723 


1,778.147 
635.750 
111.:^ 

t,4».000 
17,087 

c(i,5eo 

<81,G04 

3,oyi.Gr'8 
22!4,123 


1,301,518 


3. 282. 177 
000. 23S 

ui.m 

1,  SOU,  6^4 
20.551 
03.013 
7»,274 

1.988.683 
3,7)  4,.^43 

aot.faa 

306,(41 


703.837 


880,572 
3,010 
10* 

46,  OW 

33,«>25 


873,780 


687,074 
4,1*1 
44 

183,008 
7M,M7 
30.068 


138,670 
877. 1«7 
240,751 
l.OOS 
2fi,a04 
010,670 


339,814 
e03,840 
653,015 
0«B 
07,013 
803,182 


1,007,0» 


3,907.710 

<39,on 

111,430 
1,901.000 
03,350 
SO,  221 
481,404 

T,2»7,'3flO 
3,«S,6a6 
303,300 
228,000 
396.33> 
060,010 


0,0C3,453 


a,m,m 


32,. 104 


48.704 


370,211 
47, 00 
10,31i3 
132, 1  MI 
132, T4S 
2,f*7 

T4T.009 
27.fil3 
7.77S 
20.V75 
4a,Mi3 


2,(CS.015 


151.333 
33,553 
4)t,H» 
7.331 


73.048 
410.251 
43,833 


lo.nu 

14,  UU 


2,r5,K0 


04 
188 
21,743 


3,047,000 


13,Z»,Ba 


1,870 
>^S0» 


04 
02,732 
30,  »a 


37,400 


33,045 


30,174 


438,010 

63,565 
13,608 
220, G77 
136,247 
3,701 
»2.4<0 
223,166 
772,  ST  1 
82,914 
13,4^0 
21,006 
£0.587 


8,736 


11,160 


101,388 


245,332 


21,353 
hi 
4,033 


30, 165 
U,036 


Gl 

lOO 


40 

7,038 


72,720 


078,867 

47,  am 

10.390 

152,180 
304,130 
2,007 
276,440 
311. ((58 
744,000 
n,630 
7,770 
30.S30 
46,063 


3,2G3,456 


388,128 
33.510 
45.703 
SS.SBO 


135,603 


84.644 
10,260 


314.88 


03,004 
10,727 


H.613 
I IS. 440 
033.363 
04,874 


S.S70 
00,070 
83 
37 

SsLn* 


11,734 
03,000 
610 
4,2a 

20i;w 

000,707 


2,160,709 


235,000 
43,tt0 

43,800 

ii.aCT 
ao^oM 

82 

SMS 
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Glnsses  and  railroads. 

Orlgbutlag  on  llns. 

Becolved  from  conneo- 
tkms. 

1914 

1»U 

ins 

1M4 

lOlS 

COIB  CAKBIXD  TOR  BBTEHUB  * 
aHd  ruBi^-continuad. 

Short  torn. 

Shcrt  ton*. 

Short  font. 

Short  iong. 
25 

Short  ton». 

Short  font. 

25 
7.704 
50,719 

Virrinlan  

2,0£8 

7,701 

2.658 
18, 162 

IS.  162 

50.710 

770.805 

1,S5(»,636 

668.642 

1,117,091 

1,439,537 

2,677,627 

TOTAt  COAL  AND  COKB  CAR- 
BIED,  ALL  BAILKOADS. 

July  

AURUSt  

15,65(1.665 
16,G30.e52 
16,620,755 
15.(»3.063 
14.089.547 
13,884,879 

16,808,028 
17,858,387 
18,220,316 
I9.68S.014 
18,703,603 
18,403.011 

4,070.886 
4,402.233 
4.231,250 
4.118.955 
3,697,067 
3,897,6(16 

4,448,035 
4.7B6.69& 
6,084.038 
5.704,840 
5,806.930 
5.881,871 

19,733,551 
21,033, 187 

20, 8.'^.  005 
20.102,017 
17.786.614 
17,882,465 

21,366,088 
22.064.  SKI 
23.SM,404 
26.389.054 
24,000,533 
24.284,883 

October  

Norember  

Total,  6  montha  

92,065,  SCO 

109,679,269 

24,423,679 

31,812,459 

117,380,839  1  141,491,72S 

Non.— Totals  do  not  include  ammntts  for  cool  received  by  t,h»  N.  Y.  0.  R.  B.  Irom  ccmnecticmi 
Tta  Soutbern  R.  R.  RamwffUd  290,919  abort  tons  of  bttuminous  coal  in  December,  1914,  and  319;i6l 
short  tons  In  December,  1915. 


WISEK  BAH0E  DT  STUBT  OF  EXFAVSIOH  OF  KATEBIAIS. 

By  using  a  bath  of  pentane  the  range  of  temperatures  for  deter- 
mining the  expansion  of  materials  has  been  extended  by  the  United 
States  Bureau  of  Standards  to  —150*  C,  so  that  the  bureau  can 
"now  carry  such  measurements  in  an  oil  bath  from  —150°  to  +330* 
C.  Rods  of  very  pure  tungsten,  of  cold-drawn  36  per  cent  nickel 
'steel  (invnr)  and  of  porcelain,  have  been  measured  for  variation  of 
coefficient  within  this  range  recently.  The  bureau  is  also  preparing 
to  investigate  a  large  series  of  copper  alloys  and  brasses  botn  parallel 
to  and  perpendicular  to  the  direction  of  rolling. 

In  heat  testing  the  bureau  has  made  an  accurate  determination  of 
the  melting  pomt  of  gold  for  an  industrial  research  laboratory; 
calibrated  two  standard  pyrometer  lamps  recently;  compared  a 
copper-constantan  thermocouple  and  a  platinum  resistance  thermom- 
eter at  temperatures  extending  as  low  as  liquid-air  temperatures; 
determined  the  melting  point  of  two  samples  of  zinc;  and  made  a  life 
test  of  base  metal  thermocouples. 


EXPEXIKENTS  WITH  SUTEB  VOITAUETEB. 

The  results  of  a  careful  series  of  measurements  to  determine  the 
amount  of  impurity  contained  in  deposits  of  silver  made  in  the  "sil- 
ver voltameter  "  have  just  been  published  by  the  United  States  Bu- 
reau of  Standards  in  its  Scientific  Paper  No.  271.  The  silver  vol- 
tameter is  the  international  standard  for  the  precise  measurement  of 
electric  current.  This  work  points  to  a  correction  of  the  value  of  the 
"Faraday,"  which  is  an  important  constant  in  physical  chemistry 
and  certain  branches  of  theoretical  physics.  Copies  of  the  publica- 
tion, entitled  "Inclusions  in  the  Silver  Voltameter  Deposits,"  will 
be  sent  'free  to  persons  interested  upon  request  to  the  Bureau  of 
Standards,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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FBICES  EEALIZED  AT  BECEHT  SALES  OF  STEAHESS. 

tCotual  Horace  Ln  WaBhinston,  Uverpool,  En^and,  Ifar.  3.] 

Tables  compiled  by  the  Liverpool  Journal  of  Commerce  give 
ticulars  of  a  number  of  steamer  sales  this  year,  with  the  pnoes 
.realized  and  rates  per  ton,  also  a  similar  list  ox  Vessels  sold  last  year. 
The  matter  immecUately  following  the  tables  is  interesting  as  show- 
ing the  prices  paid  on  previous  sales  of  Uie  veesels  named.  It  will 
be  seen  that  the  rise  in  values  has  been  enormous,  and  prices  are 
still  going  up. 

The  Journal's  figures  of  steamers  sold  in  1916  are: 


Name. 


Tons, 
dead 
mdgbt. 


WbrnboOt 


Wh«n 
bnDt. 


Pike. 


Rate 


AnBlo-CalibWDlan . 

AIlpl(^BoUvlul  

TrojM  

Ani'oia  

Bra- Ear  

Eerl  of  Elgfai  

Hartosden  

Trlkokn  Mara  

Gobenifldor  Doriea 

AiLC'  enblae  

Kniit>(iird  

l-etritl^  

VauxhoU  

HaroB.,,..  

Hjflte/itfd  

HovlHnd  

Hanuonlc  

Tmmp  

A'.tunoa  

Ala-ldla  

EotiiorR  

Olavarrja  

ntcr-a  

Nordnaes  

Blu-i  

Bat<uki  Haru  

to  

Corto  

TpUo  

Voirll  

Fofla  

Jon  F^lgnrdssoa.... 
Vigdis  


10,600 

9,m 

8.  on 

8,300 

8,m 

7,  «m 

7,S'4) 
7.300 
7.100 

8.  «10 
«,H» 

can 

ft,«ia 

S.400 
ft.2.0 
6.000 
4,600 
4,  .'00 

4,;oi 

4.100 

3.r.70 

8.  £00 
8.300 

s,»o 

3.200 
2,000 
l.tOO 

i.yo 
i.too 

1,200 
1,300 


SmdvlBiid ....... . 

..  .do  

Kmroastia  

Ot&'frow  

N«wca.<^le  

Pon  Ola 'ROW  

SundMlaiKt  

Ola^gov  

Bellist  

Port  Olasaow  

Hawcanie  

Sonderiand  

V,  Hartl^MOl... 

Sandnlaiid  *. 

 do  

West  Hartlnool... 

Btodtton  

Port  QIassow  

Stockton  

....do  

Bondedand  

We.si  Haniepocrf... 

Glasgow  

Buidadand .  ... 

.  .  .do  

Stockton  

Ncweastto  

AUoa  

t^undertand  

i  oil  

Middteban  

Lefth  


ina 

1900 
ISOS 
19)2 
ISU 
1000 

im 

im 
im 

lOQZ 
IMS 
ISOS 
1000 
1908 
MM 
M8 
ISOS 
1W8 
I«M 
1893 
1«92 
18E9 
18B1 
1887 

iseo 

1887 

uae 

1808 
1007 
1883 

ins 

1(38 


«t,OI8,9B7 
0M.8SS 
73S,tr7S 
S75,g»l 
1.0H,«S 
880.617 
CS8.Mi 

m,m 

4R6.6» 
380,370 

37»,arr 

881,310 
SH.1S6 
6M,781 
«B.919 
600,380 
321.189 
4PE,352 
<79;S87 
201,fi» 
838.056 
MO,  891 
M1.33S 
408,883 
200,280 
]U.«8» 
270.000 
388,331 
388,09 
170,827 
121.082 
1X2,611 
88,168 


IM 
187 
71 
H 

a 
m 
« 
m 

so 
m 

78 


» 


M 
M 
U 
IM 

1» 

as 
« 
us 

71 


The  Blvit  was  sold  last  year  for  $161,743;  the  Olena  changed  hands 
in  1915  nt  the  price  of  $116,7;>6;  the  Teikol-u  Maru  was  sold  in  1918 
for  the  sum  of  $I21,«6-2;  the  Solberg  realized  $262,791  in  1915;  tiie 
AHarloa  was  sold  last  year  for  $177,627;  the  Govemador  Bories 
(  hanged  hands  in  1914  at  $60,831 ;  the  Ilovhmd  was  sold  in  1910  for 
$72,997;  the  TcUo  was  sold  last  year  for  $144,768;  the  K&rdnaes  real- 
ized $63,264  in  1914;  the  So-fia  was  sold  in  1911  for  $21,890:  the 
JljeUeford  was  sold  in  July,  last  year,  for  $180,060,  and  again  in  Octo- 
ber for  $2(>2J91 ;  the  Vaarli  changed  hands  in  191J  at  $82,848,  and  in 
191.3  at  lii;iS,y32;  the  Vlgdk  was  sold  in  1911  for  $16^,  and  again 
last  year  for  $51,098;  tlie  Knusfford  was  sold  in  1913  for  $136,262; 
the  C'erto  was  sold  in  1911  for  $53,531;  the  Jon  Sigurdtson.  was  sold 
last  year  for  $80,297;  the  Tromp  was  sold  in  1915  for  $364,987;  the 
Cesto  sold  last  year  for  $153,700;  the  PetriUU  was  sold  last  year  for 
$340,055 ;  the  Anglo-Calif ovman  cost  $486,650  to  build;  the  Otanaarria 
was  sold  in  1912  for  $43,798;  the  Aladdin  was  sold  in  Marth,  1015, 
for  $121,CG2,  and  again  in  October  for.  $^8,900;  the  Sarvtattie  ooit 
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$160,500  to  build;  the  VawshaU  was  sold  last  year  for  $243^25; 
Havoe  sold  in  1915  for  $228,725;  and  the  Harlesden  cost  $194,660 
when  new. 

steamers  Sold  last  Year. 

Details  of  the  steamer  sales  in  1915,  as  presented  by  the  Journal  of 
Commerce,  follow : 


Hunt. 


Tons, 
dead 
weight. 


Whan  boot 


Wtun 
built. 

Price. 

Rate 
P« 

UHL 

1S13 

1073,300 

t02 

1S07 

683.060 

66 

1B13 

447,718 

63 

IBll 

357,687 

43 

1010 

486,650 

60 

1BD7 

340,655 

43 

1B07 

486,650 

61 

1907 

423,385 

66 

189S 

218,000 

2> 

1^93 

97.330 

13 

1903 

2S2.257 

43 

1901 

218,  IW 

34 

1903 

403,019 

65 

1900 

277.380 

40 

1«08 

351,604 

65 

UKH 

121,662 

23 

1005 

272,524 

64 

tt>-98 

199.500 

3S 

1898 

190,500 

43 

1896 

24S. 191 

65 

1893 

215,842 

48 

1893 

172.700 

41 

1889 

104.629 

2S 

1801 

12H.529 

35 

1890 

253.058 

71 

18tO 

74.213 

23 

1880 

77,S64 

24 

IS&l 

145,995 

47 

1890 

211,693 

85 

1897 

02,463 

49 

1832 

S5.163 

47 

1S88 

82.730 

60 

li>90 

63,047 

58 

18b3 

34,065 

30 

Asglo-BrasIUaa . . . 

Maritime  

Fraokmoimt  

Argeotlne  Tranaport 

Den  of  Olamls  

Ormbton  

I>en  of  RuthTtei  

Z>ooiiholm  

Needles  

Oadltano  

'  Good  Hope  

Whlndrke  

Reldar  

WoodbrH^  

Onttk»  Couppu..... 

RIbston  

KylestTome  

Dawllsh  

Symra  

Victoria  

HtUerod  

Sotnbe  Uendl  

Leoaidas  Eleni  

Enimaiiuol  Roosaos . 

Aciiecolaoda'  

Torvlg  

Ramloj  

Fovena  

Vonna  

Eljn  

Anna  

Oteren  

H.  Beltmann.  

Sinbad  


10,600 
8,800 
8.580 
8.270 
8,100 
8.000 
7,000 
7,500 
7,400 
7,200 
6,600 

e.400 

6.200 
6,060 
^400 
6,400 

&,<no 

6,200 
4,000 
4,500 
4,500 
4,160 
3.600 
3,000 
3,560 
3,250 
3,200 
3,100 
2,500 
1,900 
1.800 
1,650 
1,076 
1,150 


Sonderlaitd  

Fletubui^  

Port  Qlasfcow. . . . 
West  Hartlepool, 
aiascow  


 do.  

Port  Glasgow  

Glascow  

Uld^boro.  

Sunderland  

West  Hartlepool. 

Sunderiand  

West  Hartlepool. 

Stockton  

West  Hartlepool. 

Stockton  

 do  

 do  

West  Hartlepool. 

. . . .do  

Stockton  

Newcastle  

MIddleoboro.  

Sunderland.  

Stockton  

Sunderland.  

West  Hartlepool. 

Sunderland.  

West  Hart)epo(d. 

Port  Glasgow  

Blvth  

UarTport  

Newcastle  


The  MartHme  was  sold  in  January,  1915,  for  $317,295,  and  in 
August,  1915,  for  $583,980;  the  Doonholm  (late  llUlglen^  of  Liver- 
pool) cost  $204,393  to  build,  and  in  1913  changed  hands  at  the  price 
of  $194,660;  the  Achecolanda  was  sold  in  1914  for  $68,131;  the 
Voi'ma  was  sold  in  June  last  year  for  $116,796,  and  a^uin  in  No- 
vember for  the  sum  of  $163,000;  the  Victoria  was  sold  in  1913  for 
$94,896;  the  IlUlerod  was  sold  in  October,  1915,  for  $175,680,  in 
November,  1915,  for  $215,342,  and  in  1910  changed  hands  at  the 
price  of  only  $43,798;  the  Ribston  cost  $145,021  when  new;  and  the 
Beidar  cost  $180,060  to  build. 


BEPOBT  OF  JAPANESE  BICE  CBOF. 

Betums  issued  by  the  Japanese  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Commerce,  as  reported  in  the  Japan  Gazette,  show  that  the  actual 
crop  of  rice  in  Japan  last  year  was  279,571,810  bushels,  the  first  and 
second  estimates  having  been  285,031,040  and  278^05, 125  bushels, 
respectively.  The  crops  during  recent  years  have  been  as  follows,  in 
bushels :  1910,  233,160,890 ;  1911 , 258,56:i,C05 ;  1912, 251,112,545 ;  1913, 
251,276,335;  1914,  285,031,040;  1915,  279,571,810. 
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BECEHT  0UH8  Dl  JAPABESE  ISDUSTSIEa 

Greatly  Inereftsed  Qnantltles  of  Cement  AEportea. 

A  remarkable  increase  in  the  shipments  of  cement  from  Japanese 
ports  took  place  in  1915.  The  gain  for  the  year  amounted  to  450,000 
casks,  valiiprl.at  $1,016,850,  over  the  preceding  12  months.  The  in- 
crease is  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  tota!  diiinnenfB,  whidi 
rmonnted  to  680,000  caste,  valned  at  $1,226,250.  The  Japan  Gazette 
states  that  the  development  of  the  cement  trade  is  due  to  the  continu- 
ation of  the  war  and  the  consequent  greater  demand  for  cement  in 
India,  the  Philippines,  Dutch  Indies,  Australia,  and  other  coantries. 
It  cites  the  belief  of  merchants  that  6hi[nac9tts  during  the  current 
year  will  reach  still  higher  figures. 

BaoTaaoy  Karks  Sulybnr  Kftrkct 

It  is  expected  that  the  hi^  price  of  sulphur  will  seriously  affect 
the  bleaching  industry  in  Japan,  especially  m  relation  to  straw-braid 
manufacturing.  According  to  the  Jiji  of  Osaka,  the  Hokkaido  pro- 
ducers have  amiounced  the  suspoisioa  of  sales  up  to  the  end  of  Jane. 
While  stocks  are  running  out,  tnere  are  con^nea  <Nrders  from  Europe 
and  America,  and  it  is  expected  that  prices  will  advance  still  faitber. 
The  brisk  export  trade  has  maintaixied  the  Bolj^ttr  market  steadily 
on  the  upgrade  since  last  October. 

riantt  EttabUBhci  for  Ziae  rrodMUoa. 

The  Jiji  also  snys  that  the  price  of  zin"  on  the  Japanese  market  is 
rising  in  an  nlarming  manner,  and  that  because  the  imports  of  zinc 
have  almost  totally  ceased,  several  zinc- producing  plants  have  hem 
established  in  vanoiis  parts  of  the  country.  By  titis  means  it  is 
hoped  to  meet  the  demand  at  home  and  make  some  shipments  abroad. 
One  company  in  Osaka  is  now  turning  out  200  tioas  a  month,  and  is 
preparing  to  enlarge  the  scope  of  the  Dusmeas. 

Demand  In  Asia  Ezpaads  KouucUne  Trade. 

Although  the  exports  of  mousseline  from  Japan  far  tiie  first  half 
of  1915  amounted  to  more  than  a  whole  year^  volame  in  cntUnaiy 
times,  the  second  half  of  the  year  had  a  record  oi  neariy  four  times 
the  amount  for  the  first  six  months.  The  total  exports  of  this  class 
of  ^ods  for  the  year  aggregated  4,607,000  yards,  valued  at  $672,477. 
Tins  corresponded  to  10  per  txnt  of  die  whole  output.  The  Japan 
Clii'onicle  states  that  the  ^p:eat  expansion  in  the  UMusseline  trade  is 
no  doubt  due  to  demands  in  Asia  consequent  upon  the  exhaoation  of 
European  stocks.  It  predicts  larger  gains  in  1916. 

iNGAimESCEin;  oas  laxps  bated. 

Information  not  heretofore  availabto  on  the  rdative  lighting  value 
of  different  kinds  of  gases  will  soon  be  offered  through  the  coopera- 
tion of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Standards  ana  the  American 
Gas  Institute.  The  rating  of  incandescent  gas  lamps  has  not  been 
upon  a  satisfactory  basis,  and  the  bureau  and  the  in^tnte  have, 
therefore,  conducted  joint  experiments,  with  a  view  to  establidiing 
standard  methods  of  rating  the  efficiency  of  such  lamps.  The  work 
has  been  extended  to  lamps  for  natural  gas  as  well  sa  thoae  for  the 
manufactured  product. 
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[Commerchil  Attacbtf  ^Ilam  C.  Downs,  Melbourne,  F^.  7.] 

The  cultivation  of  vines  in  Australia  for  the  production  of  dried 
currants,  sultanas,  and  raisins  has  in  recent  years  gained  a  position 
of  considerable  importance  as  a  revenue-earning  industry.  While 
the  output  of  these  dried  fruits  in  the  season  1908-9  was  only 
15,164,000  pounds,  it  has  steadily  expanded  from  year  to  year,  and 
for  the  season  1913-14  was  more  than  double  that  amount,  or 
30,662,000  pounds,  New  South  Wales  contributing  540,000  pounds  to 
this  total;  Victoria,  20,429,000  pounds;  South  Australia,  9,488,000 
pounds;  and  Western  Australia,  199,0()0  pounds.  That  this  quan- 
tity is  more  than  sufficient  to  supply  the  home  demand  is  shown  by 
the  fact  that  nearly  2,400,000  pounds,  valued  at  $147,400,  were  ex- 
ported to  the  United  Kingdom  and  British  dominions,  while  only 
270,000  [)ounds  were  imported  from  Greece,  Asia  Minor,  and  Spain. 

Experience  has  shown  that  the  dry  lands  situated  along  the  Murray 
Kiver,  in  regions  of  intense  heat  and  of  no  rain  during  the  summer 
months,  are  marvelously  suited  for  viticulture  when  subjected  to  irri- 
gation. The  irrigation  settlements  already  established — ^having  after 
various  vicissitudes  proven  a  commercial  success — are  increasing  their 
area  under  cultivation,  and  new  tracts  will  be  opened  up  for  fruit 
growing  with  the  completion  of  the  large  irrigation  works  on  the  Mur- 
rumbidgee  in  New  South  Wales.  With  the  consequent  increased  pro- 
duction, Australia  may  be  expected  to  enter  the  world's  markets  as  a 
seller  of  dried  fruits,  and  should  unsettled  conditions  continue  to 
restrict  the  activities  of  the  Mediterranean  countries,  its  debut  as 
an  exp<H^r  of  this  class  of  produce  should  prove  successful.  Ameri- 
can importers  of  dried  currants  and  sultanas  (small,  white,  seedless 
raisins)  from  Greece  and  of  table  raisins  from  Spain  may  find  it 
advantageous  to  consider  Aus^lia  as  an  alternate  soun^  oi  supply. 

nmlt-OrowliiK  Mstrlctt. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  two-thirds  of  the  total  production  is  credited 
to  Victoria  and  jiractically  all  of  the  balance  to  South  Australia, 
the  centers  of  cultivation  being  the  irrigation  settlements  of  Mildara 
and  Renmark  in  the  respective  States.  These  settlements  were  found- 
ed at  about  the  same  time  and  under  the  same  auspices.  They  have 
progressed,  generally  speaking,  along  similar  Imes  and  present 
interesting  examples  of  the  development  of  private  enterprises  into 
what  is  now  practically  a  cooperative  industry  and  incidentally  a 
trust  or  close  combination  regulating  the  distribution,  price,  and 
sale  not  only  of  their  own  product  but  of  the  output  of  other  dried- 
fruit  producers  throughout  Australia.  In  order  to  understand  how 
this  has  come  about  it  is  necessary  to  sketch  the  peculiar  history  of 
Mildura,  the  original  and  more  important  of  the  settlements. 

Kildnra  Irrigation  Settlement 

Mildura  is  situated  on  the  Murray  River,  in  the  northwestern 
comer  of  the  State  of  Victoria,  351  miles  by  rail  from  Melbourne. 
The  irrigation  settlement  embraces  an  area  of  45,000  acres,  and 
adjoining  it  is  the  Merbein  settlement  of  5,600  acres,  opened  in  1909 
and  controlled  by  the  State  Rivers  and  Water  Supply  Commission 
of  the  Victorian  Government.  This  section  of  the  country  was  occu- 
pied as  a  cattle  run  as  early  as  1845,  but  after  the  pest  of  rabbits 
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appeared  it  lost  its  value  for  the  purpose  and  passed  into  the  hands 
of  liquidators.  At  about  the  same  time  (1884)  the  attention  of  the 
Government  was  aroused  by  the  serious  droughts  that  threatened  the 
existence  of  the  ngricultural  settlers  in  this  section  of  the  countoy 
to  the  nectssity  of  water  conservation  and  irrigation  to  protect  their 
interests,  :)nd  Mr.  Alfred  Deakin,  then  Minister  of  Public  Works 
and  Water  Supply,  was  appointed  to  visit  the  United  States  and 
Canada  to  study  different  systems  employed  there.  As  the  result 
of  this  visit  two  brothers  (George  and  W,  B.  Chaffey),  who  had  had 
considerable  experience  in  the  promotion  of  irrigation  settlements  in 
Califoiiiia  and  Ontario  for  fruit  culture,  came  to  Australia,  and, 
after  an  examination  of  the  country  along  the  northwestern  boundary 
of  Victoria,  finally  selected  Mildura  as  most  suitable  from  its  topog- 
raphy, character  of  soil,  and  river-water  supply  for  the  establisS- 
ment  of  a  colony, 

Salei  Financed  Irrlgatiott  Wnk. 

Their  proposal  was  eventually  accepted  by  the  Government,  and 
an  agreement  was  entered  into  in  May,  1887,  whereby  a  free  grant 
of  50,000  acres  near  the  river  was  conceded,  subject  to  an  expenditure 
for  works  of  £5  ($24.33)  per  acre,  and  the  further  right  was  given 
to  purchase  200,000  acres  adjoining  at  £1  ($4.87)  per  acre  and  the 
expenditure  for  works  of  an  additional  £1  per  acre.  The  Chaffey 
Bros.  (Ltd.)  Co.  was  formed  and  took  over  these  grants  and  rights. 
At  about  the  same  time  a  similar  grant  for  a  like  amount  of  land  at 
Benmark  was  obtained  from  the  South  Australian  Government.  By 
means  of  extensive  advertising  in  England  and  on  the  Continent 
settlers  were  induced  to  take  up  the  lands,  the  sales  of  which  pro- 
gressed rapidly  in  the  fii-st  few  yeai-s,  so  that  in  a  short  time  the 
company  was  able  to  acquire  title  to  the  first  50,000  acres  and  some 
12,000  acres  of  the  outlying  200,000  acres. 

The  promoters,  however,  from  the  very  outset  appear  to  have 
depended  upon  the  land  sales  to  finance  the  scheme  and  put  the 
plant  in  operation.  The  price  set  down  for  the  land  was  m  most 
instances  £20  ($07.33)  per  aci-e,  the  purchaser  paying  a  deposit  of  £1 
per  acre  and  the  final  payment  bemg  spread  over  a  period  of  10 
years,  with  interest  at  tlie  rate  of  5  per  cent  upon  the  unpaid  balance. 
Upon  the  payment  of  the  deposit  a  certificate  of  title  was  issued  to 
the  settler  as  if  he  were  owner  in  fee  simple,  and  mortgages  accepted 
for  the  balance  due.  These  mortgages  were  rehypothecated  at  nearly 
their  face  value  with  the  banks  and  the  proceeds  used  to  finance  the 
works  and  thus  fuHill  the  conditions  to  acquire  the  lands  under  tlte 
Government  grant  and  to  promote  further  land  sales.  Furtlier  sums 
of  money  were  borrowed  in  London  hy  the  Si»le  of  debentures  for 
some  £200,000  ($073,300),  secured  by  the  land  assets  thus  acquired, 
stated  in  the  advertisements  to  represent  £854,000  ($4,155,990)  value, 
against  which  were  liabilities  of  £215,000  ($1,046,300). 

Present  Administration  of  Kildnra. 

The  Chaffe^y  Co.  collapsed  after  eight  years  of  existence,  and  the 

settlers  at  Mildura  were  left  in  a  pi LtMrious  position,  although  ex- 
perience had  shown  that  from  an  agiicultural  point  of  view  the  col- 
ony posses-setl  the  olenicnts  of  success.  In  order  to  protect  the  set- 
ters and  reconcile  the  various  financial  interests,  a  Itoyal  Commis- 
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ncm  icTesti gated  the  stuation  in  1696,  and  in  accordance  witii  its 
recommendatimis  a  special  act  of  Parliament  was  passed  reorganiz- 
ing the  settlement. 

The  concession  of  1887  was  cancelled  and  all  the  lands  for  which 
title  had  not  been  acquired  reverted  to  the  Crown.  The  debenture 
holders  were  adjudged  by  the  Supreme  Court  to  be  the  owners  of  all 
the  unpledged  assets  of  the  company,  and  consequently  of  the  unsold 
land  for  whidti  title  had  been  acquired.  The  First  Mildura  Irrigation 
Trust  was  created,  composed  of  six  commissioners  elected  by  the  set- 
tlers and  the  other  interests  to  adininistw  the  irripation  works,  col- 
lect the  water  rates,  etc.  At  the  same  time  water  ri^te  were  limited 
to  the  lands  already  occupied  by  settlers.  This  provision  leaves  large 
blocks  of  land  scattered  throu^out  the  settlement  in  the  hands  of 
the  debenture  holders  and  practically  worthless  because  of  inability  to 
secure  water.  Arrangements,  however,  have  recently  been  made  that 
4.000  acres  of  this  land  will  be  given  water  rights  apon  payment  of 
the  sum  of  £8  ($38.93)  per  acre  cash  down,  and  as  the  oolcmy  con- 
EoUdates  and  liie  irrigation  plant  expands  it  is  probable  that  addi- 
tional areas  will  be  extended  me  privilege,  thus  greatly  increasing  the 
area  under  cultivation  and  the  productive  power  of  t^e  settlement. 

Furthermore,  the  Government  loaned  the  trust  about  £100,000 
($486,650)  for  the  purpose  of  placing  the  irrigaticm  plant  in  a  higher 
degree  of  efficiency.  The  service  of  the  loan  and  its  repayn^t,  as 
well  as  the  cost  of  maintenance  and  administration  of  the  system  are 
a  charge  upon  the  rev^ue  from  the  water  rates,  whi^  at  the  present 
time  are  f  rcHu  30  to  40  shillings  ($7.30  to  $9.73)  per  acre  per  annum. 

ProdnotlTe  Capacity — Kethod  of  Irrlratitn. 

The  total  area  now  under  the  control  of  the  trust  is  45,000  acres,  of 
which  15,000  are  iixigated  and  13,000  actually  imder  crop.  The 
number  of  individual  growers  is  600,  while  the  total  population  is 
about  7,000.  It  is  estimated  that  the  present  yearns  yield  of  dried 
fruits  will  be  13,000  tons  (of  2,240  pounds),  valued  at  $2,500,000, 
or  nearly  ^00  per  acre.  A  recent  visit  to  the  settlement  showed  the 
vines  very  heavily  laden  with  fruit,  many  of  the  vignerons  calculat- 
ing tliat  they  would  harvest  2  and,  in  some  instances,  3  tons  per  acre. 
As  a  money-maidng  proposition  vine  culture  in  Mildura  can  hardly 
be  surpassed. 

The  ^^eral  schrane  of  irrigation  differs  from  that  usuallv  em- 
ployed in  the  United  States,  as  the  configuration  of  the  land  does 
not  permit  the  water  to  be  impotmded  at  an  elevation  and  distributed 
by  gravitation.  It  must  be  lifted  from  the  river  by  pumps  to  dis- 
tributing channels  at  diiferent  levels.  From  these  mam  channels  it 
flows  into  lateral  spurs  and  head  ditches,  which  release  it  over  the 
lands  in  surface  furrows.  These  main  concreted  channels  are  about 
170  mil^  in  length,  and  the  total  system  of  channels,  spurs,  and 
ditches  comprises  scmne  300  miles.  The  water  is  first  pumped  from 
the  river  for  conservation  into  a  valley  2  miles  long,  part  of  the  old 
river  bed,  known  in  the  aboriginal  tongue  as  a  "  billabons,"  thus 
forteane  an  artificial  lake.  From  the  billabong  it  is  lifted  to  the 
main  channel  on  the  50- foot  level,  and  thence  a  portion  of  the  water 
is  pumped  snccessivelv  to  the  channels  on  the  70-foot,  85-foot,  and  90- 
foot  levels.  The  collective  power  of  .  all  the  pnmps  is  5,200  liorse- 
power,  and  the  voliune  pumped  is  equivalent  to  7,692,960  Imperial 
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gallons  (9^33,860  U.  S.  ^Uons)  per  hour.  At  the  present  time 
the  pumps  have  been  working  continuously  for  60  days  of  24  hours. 
Three  irrigations  are  provided  per  annum — in  July,  November,  and 
December-January. 

The  fruit  is  picked  in  February,  the  harvesting  occupying  three 
to  four  weeks.  AU  of  it  is  sun-dried  at  the  individual  vineyards,  tiie 
climate  at  Mildura  being  admirably  suitable  for  this  method  of  cur- 
ing. During  the  summer  months  no  rain  falls  and  the  temperature 
ranges  from  100°  to  115°.  The  picked  fruit  is  first  dipped  in  a  weak 
solution  of  caustic  soda,  which  softens  the  ^in  to  facilitate  the  drying 
and  also  prevents  the  sultanas  from  acquiring  a  dark  color.  It  is 
then  placed  on  racks  of  wire  netting  in  the  open  air  and  allowed  to 
sweat  and  dry  for  about  two  weeks.  Only  the  fine  table  raisins  are 
not  dipped  and  arc  dried  quickly  in  three  or  four  days. 

AHOclation  Gontroli  Prices. 

Once  the  fruit  has  been  picked  and  dried,  the  respCHisibility  of 
the  Mildura  grower  is  at  an  end,  as  under  the  arrangements  in 
vogue  he  is  relieved  of  the  trouble  of  packing  and  marketing  his 
fruit.  The  preset  srystem  grew  out  of  the  necessities  of  the  case. 
Competition  among  the  individual  growers  had  so  reduced  the  mar- 
gin of  profit  that  the  industry  was  threatened  with  ruin.  Conse- 
quently the  promoters  of  the  colony  organized  the  Australian  Dried 
Fruits  Association,  a  beneficent  trust  without  capital,  conducted  by 
and  for  the  benefit  of  the  dried-fruit  producers.  The  association  has 
eventually  assumed  such  proportions  that.it  embraces  pra.ctically 
all  the  growers  of  Australia,  who  are  bound  by  their  meiiiber^p 
agreement  and  under  bond  to  market  their  fruit  only  through  the 
association  and  its  agents.  The  expense  of  the  organization  are 
provided  for  by  a  tax  of  about  5  shillings  ($1.22)  per  ton  on  the 
fruit  consigned  to  it.  Its  headquarters  are  at  Melbourne  and  it  has 
branches  in  all  the  principal  cities  of  the  Commonwealth. 

As  early  as  possible  in  the  season  the  association  estimates  the 
amount  of  the  available  supplies  and  also  endeavors  to  ascertain  from 
the  merchants  what  are  likely  to  be  the  year's  requirements.  It 
then  determines  what  portion  of  the  yearns  crop  shall  be  placed  upon 
the  home  market  and  now  much  shall  be  sold  for  export  or  sent  to 
the  di^illeries  to  be  converted  into  high  spirits  for  fortifying  wines. 
All  its  sales  are  made  through  wholesale  distributing  houses  which 
are  appointed  agents  of  the  association,  and  for  their  serviras  are 
paid  ii  commission  on  the  price  fixed  by  the  association.  These 
agents  agree  to  sell  only  to  such  wholesale  buyers  as  have  subscribed 
to  tlie  rules  and  rcgi]lations  of  the  association  and  agreed  to  resell 
only  at  the  prices  fixed  by  the  association. 

The  prices,  decided  upon  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  and  fur- 
nished to  the  merchants,  together  with  copies  of  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions, cover  all  varieties  and  grades  of  fruit  and  are  classified  for 
10-ton  lots,  lots  of  100  boxes,  and  for  a  single  box  (ji6  pounds).  The 
first-hand  buyers  also  agree  to  sell  to  the  purchasers  at  second  hand, 
with  the  condition  attached  that  these  sliall  sell  only  at  the  prices 
fixed  by  the  association.  Syndicating  of  purchases  is  not  permitted. 
Thus  the  price  is  absolutely  fixed  until  the  small  retailer  is  reached, 
vho  may  sell  a  few  pounds  to  the  housewife  at  as  high  a  price  as 
^  can  get 
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ProTision  is  made  that  agents  and  buyers  who  purchase  fruit 
from  others  than  agents  must  resell  at  the  association  prices  and 
pay  into  the  association's  equalizati<m  fund  a  sum  equal  to  10  per 
cent  on  the  association  10-tcm  price.  Certain  deferred  discounts  are 
allowed  to  such  buyers  as  have  observed  the  prices  and  conditions  of 
the  associaticm,  and  deteriorated  carried-over  fruit  may  be  exchanged 
for  new.  It  is  estimated  that  fully  95  per  cent  of  the  dried  fruit  pro- 
duced in  Australia  is  marketed  througn  tile  Australian  Dried  Fruits 
Association  under  these  ccmditions. 

Xfae  link  between  the  association  and  Mildura  growers  is  the  co- 
operative or  the  privately  owned  packing  company,  of  which  there 
are  several  in  operation.  The  grower  takes  his  cured  fruit  to  the 
pac^g  company,  where  it  is  graded  according  to  the  standards 
hxod  by  tiie  association,  and  a  certificate  of  weight  is  issued  which 
serves  as  a  receipt.  All  the  fnut  received  is  bulked  by  grades, 
cleaned  and  stemmed,  packed  in  uniform  cases  of  56  pounds  faring 
the  brand  of  the  packing  company  and  consigned  to  the  Dried  Fruits 
AsBOciatiim  to  be  sold.  At  the  end  of  the  season  the  nroceeds  are 
distributed  pro  rata  amcmg  growers  through  the  medium  of  the 
pw^ng  companies.  As  a  rule  the  grower  may  receive  an  advance 
of  £10  ($48.67)  per  t<Hi  at  tiie  time  of  delivering  his  fruit  to  the 
packer,  and  further  advances  frcHU  time  to  time  as  tiie  season  pro- 
gresses. 

This  general  syst^  of  distribution  and  price  control,  protected 
by  a  tariff  of  3d.  (about  0  cents)  per  pound  on  imported  dried  fruits, 
has  proven  hi^ly  satisfactory  to  the  grower  and  merchant.  The 
ffeneral  consumer,  however,  is  mcUned  to  believe  that  it  has  increased  ' 
tiie  cost  to  him. 

eoatrol  of  Frleet  amd  Quantities  for  Ezporl 

The  association  does  not  issue  a  fixed  price  list  for  export,  but 
nevertheless  controls  the  price  at  which  fruit  may  be  sold  overseas  by 
the  agents.  The  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  association  testi- 
fied before  the  Inter^te  Commission  that  for  London  sales  they  are 
governed  by  the  world  market,  while  for  Canada,  New  Zealand,  and 
Soath  Africa  a  price  is  iized  below  which  the  fruit  must  not  be  sold. 
The  prices  obtained  for  export  have  in  past  years  been  substantially 
lower  tiian  those  for  ttie  home  market. 

The  scarcity  of  supplies  in  Europe  this  season,  however,  has  in- 
jected a  new  element  into  the  situation.  Sultanas,  which  in  normal 
times  have  ranged  from  £30  to  £40  ($146  to  $194.65)  per  ton,  have 
sold  at  £110  ($535.30)  on  the  £x>ndon  market,  and  currants  as  high 
as  £50  ($243.30),  as  compared  with  £23  ($111.90)  on  an  average. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  temptation  would  be  strong  to  export 
«s  mudi  of  the  product  as  possaUe  and  thus  deplete  the  home  market 
or  force  prices  to  a  point  that  would  greatly  restrict  the  consumption. 
Pursuing  its  policy  of  checking  the  rise  of  prices  of  food  products 
to  the  home  consumer,  the  Government  has  accordingly  prohibited 
the  export  of  dried  fruits  except  with  the  consent  of  the  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Customs. 

Vatttre  Serdvprnntt  of  the  Zadrnttrj. 

The  irri^tion  settlement  of  Merbein,  adjoining  Mildura,  which 
was  established  by  the  Bivers  and  Water  Supply  Commission  of 
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Victoria  about  six  years  ago,  as  previously  mentioned,  is  now  reach- 
ing  its  full  production.  This  settlement  comprises  5,600  acres  of 
Crown  luids,  placed  under  irrigation  by  the  Oovenuneot  under  a 
system  similar  to  that  of  Mildura,  and  offered  to  settlers  at  £5 
($24.33)  per  acre  in  payments  extending  over  31^  years.  Settlers, 
whose  applicati<Mis  for  allotments  must  be  approved  by  iha  Govem- 
ment,  are  obliged  to  reside  upon  the  proper^.  The  water  rates  are 
378.  6d.  ($9.13)  per  acre  per  annum.  AU  of  the  land  has  now  been 
taken  up,  the  number  of  holdings  being  200.  The  methods  of  han- 
dling and  marketing  the  crop  are  the  same  as  those  at  Mildura.  It 
is  to  be  remarked  mat  Merbein  has  profited  by  the  experience  of 
Mildura  and  devoted  practically  the  entire  area  to  vines. 

The  Mildura  settlement  was  originally  planted,  to  a  lai^  extent, 
with  peach,  apricot,  and  citrus  trees,  which  produced  excellent  results 
for  several  years.  The  Australian  river  waters,  however,  are  in 
seasons  of  drought  strcmgly  charged  with  sodium  and  other  salts, 
which,  accumulating  in  the  soil  after  repeated  irrigaUons,  have 
seriously  affected  the  vitality  of  the  fruit  trees  and  led  the  settlers  to 
substitute  vines  which  are  not  affected.  The  past  season  of  drought 
having  been  particularly  severe,  the  concentration  of  salts  in  the 
water  was  more  pronounced  than  ever,  and  it  is  expected  that  next 
season^s  crop  of  citrus  fruit  from  Mildura  will  be  exceedingly  small. 

All  these  circumstances  appear  to  contribute  to  the  increased  pro- 
duction of  dried  currants,  sultanas,  and  grapes  in  Australia — a  pro- 
dtiction  which  will  greatly  exceed  the  home  consumption  and  woich 
must  be  marketed  abroad.  '  . 

[A  map  of  the  State  of  Victoria,  a  plan  of  Mlldnra  Irrtgatloii  Settlement,  a 
booklet  of  Mildura  vlevra,  report  of  Mildura  Royal  Gmnmisslon.  r^wrt  aiid 
balance  sheet  (June  30,  1013)  of  First  Mildura  Irrlfnitloa  Trust,  and  a  copy 
of  the  reKulutloDs  and  prices  of  tlie  Australian  Dried  Fruits  Assodatlon  may 
be  Inspected  at  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce  or  Its  district 
offices.  Ask  for  file  No.  1171.] 


AHEBICAN  CONSULAB  OmCEBS  ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

The  following  Americnn  consular  officers  are  on  leave  of  absence  in 
the  United  States  and  will  be  ^lad  to  confer  with  business  men  and 
commercial  organizations  relative  to  conditions  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions: 


Namt. 

Post. 

Expira- 
tion of 
voniM. 

Addnsa. 

Nevftle,  Edwin  L  

Bradley,  WilUam  Uarrison. . . 

Lawton,  E.  H  

Uontreal,  Cnnads 

Teniciealin,  Hondnns 
Sinmpore,  Straits  8et- 
tl«ments. 

HalibX,  MoTft  Scotia. . 

Apr.  1 
Apr.  4 

Apr.  25 
Hay  38 

>ur  u 

1078  West  SSth  Stmt,  Clevtiand,  Ohto. 
Century  Club,  7  West  43d  Strsot,  New 
York  aty. 

W 

BunsQ  of  Foratim  and  DomMtleCom. 
mem,  Room  408,Customhoa9e,  New 

York. 

£44  South  Main  Street,  Belvidere,  m. 

*Tbe  Itinerary  of  Consul  Lawton  Ir  HubstAnttally  aa  follows:  Cbrnttanoosa,  liar.  36  to 
Apr.  1;  Cincinnati,  Apr.  2  to  IS  ;  Wa^^blngtoD,  Apr.  17  to  25. 


Consul  General  A.  Gaiilin,  of  Marseille,  France,  reports  that,  fol- 
lowing the  publication  of  Trade  Opportunity  No.  19298,  an  order  for 
brewery  tanks  amounting  to  several  thouoind  dollars  was  given  to  an 

merican  firm  by  a  company  in  his  city,' 
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niOPOSAIS  FOB  aOTEKHHENT  SUPPLIES  A3fD  COITSTBUCTIOIT. 

ICorreepoDdeiwe  Bbonld  be  dir^  with  the  offices  named,  and  iipeciflcaUoas  can  osuallr 
be  obtained  at  the  potnto  where  the  xoods  are  to  be  delivered  or  the  work  Is  to  be  |i'-r- 
formed.  Id  cases  where  the  time  limit  ts  too  short  to  permit  flrms  to  Buonut  tenders, 
tbej  nhoold  ask  to  be  placed  on  the  mailing  lists  of  mch  <Agw  to  receive  neUcea  calling 
<o>r  fnture  supplies  or  work  o<  a  similar  nature.] 

Xavv  Department  aupplieg.  No.  3089.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accoimta.  Navy  D^rtment,  WasliinRton,  D.  G. 
Firms  desiring  to  submit  bids  for  furnishing  the  following  should  mal£e 
application  to  the  Bureau  of  Supplies  and  Accounts,  giving  schedule  num- 
bers desired:  Schedule  9462,  steel  rivets,  steel  angle  bulbs,  high  tensile 
steel  angles,  medium  steel  angles,  steel  bars,  steel  slabs,  billets,  etc.,  medhira 
steel  channels,  steel  half  rounds,  steel  I  beams,  ribbed  steel  floor  pliites. 
steel  hull  plates,  (nickel)  steel  plates,  especially  treated  steel  plnt(«,  rivet 
steel  rods,  sheet  steel,  and  steel  T  bars;  schedule  9403,  billet  steel, 
medium  steel  plates,  and  steel  sliapes;  schedule  9465,  cotton  canvas  22 
Inches  wide,  rubljer  air  hose,  upholstery  leatlicr,  lignam-vttie,  galvanized 
ste^  pipe,  and  beeswax ;  schedule  94CQ,  ax  and  hammer  handles,  chisels, 
ratchet  drills,  soapstone  pencils,  side  cutting  pliers,  and  galvanijted  iron 
anchor  shacliles;  schedule  9407.  tarreil  paper,  28-Inch  wide  turklsh  towel- 
ing, and  square  end  scoop  shovels;  schedule  0468,  deck  scrubbing  brnsh 
bandies,  bellows  leather.  13-foot  nsh  oars,  spelter  solder,  rubber  fire  hose, 
fishing  seines  for  ships,  and  cotton  machine  thread ;  schedule  9469,  drop 
black  In  oil,  calcium  phosphide,  paint  drier,  and  turpentine;  schedule  9470, 
chain  blocks,  brass  wood  screws,  arwl  bolt  washers;  scheilule  9471,  cruci- 
bles; schedule  9472,  wrenches  and  pliers,  bronze  forgings,  and  mlsccl- 
ianeoos  forgings;  schedule  9473,  hoisting  and  rotating  equipments; 
schedule  9474.  metal  lockers;  scliedule  9475,  forced-i^ft  blowers;'  and 
schedule  M76,  remote  control  starting  i^plianoes,  motor  generator,  and 
'tor-generator  sets. 

Pona.  i  Canal  suppliet.  No.  3090. — Sealed  pn^iiosals  will  be  received  at  the 
ol:  .-e  of  the  General  Purcliaslng  Officer  of  the  Panania  Canal.  Washington, 
D.  until  April  21,  1916,  for  furnishing,  by  steamer,  free  of  nil  charges, 
on  dipck  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  port  of  Ancon  (Balboa,  Canal 
Zone)  (Pacific  port).  Isthmus  of  Panama,  the  following:  Valve  oil.  air- 
'  compressor  cylinder  oil.  marlue-engine  oil.  stationary -engine  oU,  locomotix-e- 
englne  oil,  car  oil.  nonliquld  oil  or  grease,  cup  grease,  black  gear  grcnse, 
cotton  waste,  and  wool  waste.    (Circular  No.  1025). 

Overhauling  light  vcittel,  No.  3091.— Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the 
Li;dithouse  In^iector,  Jlultimore,  Ud.,  until  April  7,  1816^  for  docking  and 
oTtfbauIlng  light  vessel  No.  It.  Further  information  may  be  had  on 
application  to  the  alM)ve-n»iiiM  official. 

Extention  of  building.  No.  3092. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
April  29,  1916,  for  constructing  uu  extension  of  corrugated  steel  on  woo<l 
frame  with  concrete  foundation  for  building  No.  102,  Naval  Proving  Ground, 
Indian  Head.  Md.  Plans  and  speciflcitlous  may  be  (d)tained  on  application 
to  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks. 

Bedsteads,  No.  3093. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the  Medical  Supply 
Depot,  United  States  Army,  543  Green\vich  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  until 
April  12,  1016^  for  fumlshtitg  and  delivering  600  bedsteads,  white  raamel, 
S  feet  wide  by  6  feet  7  Inches  long  over  nil;  44-lnch  head.  34-lQcb  foot, 
1-Inch  O.  D.  pipe ;  fitted  with  canopy  tees  and  fabric  mattress. 

Air  compressors.  No.  3094. — Sealed  propmals  will  be  recelveil  by  the  Light- 
house  Inspector,  Detroit,  Mich.,  until  April  14,  1916,  for  furnishing  two  oil 
engine  driven  air  compressors  for  compressed  air  fog  signal  Installation 
at  Passage  Island  Light  Station,  Mich.  Further  luformatiou  may  be  had 
on  application  to  the  above-named  official. 

Panama  Canal  supplies.  No.  3095. — Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  at  the 
office  of  the  Genera)  PurchajHing  Officer  of  the  Panama  Canal,  Wnshington. 
D.  C,  until  April  13,  1910,  for  fturulshlng,  by  steamer,  free  of  all  chargea, 
on  dwA  at  either  Colon  (Atlantic  port)  or  Port  of  Ancon  (Balboa,  Canal 
Zone)  (Pacific  port),  Isthmus  of  Panama*  the  following:  Steel  angles; 
brass  tubing,  bronze  bars,  copper  sheatlng.  y^Iow  metal,  copper  nails, 
laundry  water  heater,  ejectors,  scrubbing  brushes,  hand  wire  brushes,  water 
coolers,  glass  pitchers,  Chinese  strainers,  aluminum  trays,  enam^  ware, 
knives,  spoons,  towebs,  thumb  tacks,  rubber  bauds,  bond  paper,  manila 
r<q;»e,  and  fltproce  lumber.   (Circular  Ko.  1026.) 
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BeMired  addresses  may  be  ohtnlned  from  tbe  BavMii  nnd  ttn  4tiiti>lef  oSee*.  RmumI 
for  each  opportunity  should  be  on  ■  separate  sheet  and  tbe  flle  nnmber  given. 

Shoe  matcrialB,  No.  20632. — Ad  American  consular  officer  lo  Norway  writes  that 
a  firm  Id  his  district  desires  to  be  placed  In  commaDlcatloD  with  Amn-lcan 
nuDufacturers  and  exporters  of  hair  for  Insoles  and  Mher  mBta*lal  used  *** 
the  manufacture  of  shoes.  Gorrespondenee  may  be  in  English.  Bank 
reference  ia  given. 

School  Bupptics,  No.  20633. — An  American  consular  officer  In  Columbia  reports 
that  n  school  In  his  district  Is  In  the  market  for  museam,  taxidermist!^ 
and  school  supplies,  tocludin;?  desks.  The  director  of  the  school  desires  to 
receive  price  lists  and  catalogues  from  American  manufacturers.  Corre- 
spondence may  be  in  English. 

Machinery,  leather,  etc.,  No.  20634. — A  commission  mercliant  in  Spain  Informs 
an  American  consular  officer  that  he  wishes  to  represent  American  manu- 
facturers and  exporters  of  machinery  for  making  shoes  and  leather,  such  as 
glazed  kid,  box  calf,  black  and  in  colors,  patent  glased  kid,  and  laces  tot 
boots  and  shoes.    References  are  given. 

Novelties,  No.  20635.— A  firm  in  ArgenUnn  Informs  an  American  consular 
oflicer  that  it  wishes  to  represent  American  manufacturers  of  noveitlcs. 
Correspondence  may  be  in  Spanish  or  French.    References  are  given. 

Vegetable  extracts.  No.  20636.— An  American  consular  officer  in  Norway  re- 
ports that  a  firm  tn  his  district  wishes  to  be  placed  in  communication  with 
American  manufiicturers  and  exporters  of  concentrated  vegetable  extracts 
to  be  used  In  the  manufacture  of  bouillon  cubes.  Owre^Hmdence  may  be 
in  English. 

Veckvoenr,  hoxirrji,  perfumery,  ete..  No.  20637. — An  American  consular  officer 
in  British  Guiana  writes  that  a  business  man  in  his  district  wishes  to 
form  commercial  relations  with  American  exporters  of  neckwear,  holsery. 
perfumery,  soap,  talcum  powder,  and  scarfs  and  novelties  for  women.  He 
desires  these  lines  for  sale  on  a  commission  basis.  Prices  shoulfl  be  quotetl 
f.  o.  b.  New  York.    Correspondence  may  be  In  English. 

Machinery,  No.  20638. — A  business  man  In  Venezuela  Informs  an  American  con- 
sular oflTicer  that  he  desires  to  purchase  machines  for  niakins  buttons  of 
bone  or  mother-of-pearl.  Corresiwndence  preferably  but  not  necessarily  In 
Spanish. 

Dairy  egitiprticiit  and  suppJies,  No.  20639. — An  American  consular  officer  In 
Canada  states  tlmt  a  recently  established  Arm  of  Jobbers  and  manufac- 
turers' agents  In  his  district  wislics  to  ^  placed  In  communication  wlHi 
American  manufacturers  of  equipment  and  supplies  for  creameries,  cheese 
factories,  and  dairies.  , 

Rubber  shoes.  No.  20640. — A  firm  in  Nonvay  Ims  informed  an  American  consular 
officer  that  It  wishes  to  communicate  with  American  manufacturers  of 
rubt>er  shoes  nnd  arctics.  It  Is  statwl  that  there  is  a  great  scarcity  of  such 
go(Mls  at  present  in  the  country  and  prices  have  almost  doubled.  Corre- 
spondence may  be  in  Ensllsh.    Bank  references  are  given. 

Ycgciable  colors,  crackers,  etc.,  No.  20G11. — A  merchant  in  Spain  writes  an 
American  consular  oflicer  that  lie  wishes  to  Import  wholesale  quantities  of 
colors  to  be  used  In  confectlonaries ;  cordials;  crackers;  breakfast  foods; 
prepared  cereals,  etc.  References  are  given.  Core^ndeuce  may  be  In 
English. 


IKstrict  Offices  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commeroe. 

Ifew  York,  Room  409  United  States  Customhouse;  Bostoo,  eighteenth  floor 
United  States  CustomhouBc;  Chicago.  504  Federal  Building;  St.  XauIs,  402  Third 
National  Bank  Building;  Atlanta,  521  Post  Office  Building;  New  Orleans,  1080 
Hlbemla  Bank  Bailding;  San  Francisco,  306  United  States  Customhouse;  Seattle, 
833  Alaska  Building.  Cooperative  district  offices:  Cleveland,  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; Clnclanati,  Chamber  of  Commerce;  Assistant  General  Freight  Agent,  Cin- 
danatl,  Kew  Orleans  &  Texas  Picifie  By.  Co.,  Cincinnati;  Los  Angeles,  Chamber  of 
Commerce;  Detroit,  Board  of  Commerce;  ^Philadelphia,  Chamber  of  C^mereeiv 
South  American  i^^t,  Southern  By.  Co.,  Chattanooga,  Yeim.  ^  Q  Al/ 
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